
held in the Santa Monica Civic Audi- 
torium. 

Along with the new setting there was 
a tradition -breaking new telecast format. 
The time -honored concept of a master 
of ceremonies and a long list of pre- 
senters (up to 30) was tossed out. In- 
stead, the Oscars were presented by a 
group of 10 top- ranked star actresses 
and actors. 

The usual practice of having the tele- 
cast open with views of the stars ar- 
riving at the auditorium and the tradi- 
tional overture by the orchestra also 
were eliminated from the telecast as 
were substitute recipients for absentee 
winners. The walk to the stage for win- 
ners was shortened by the installation 
of a special ramp which was flanked on 
both sides by nominees in the most im- 
portant categories. 

Richard Dunlap produced and di- 
rected the ABC -TV telecast, with Mr. 
Champion producing and directing for 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences. It was ABC -TV's ninth 
consecutive year of televising the 
awards show. It has another year to go 
on its current five -year contract. 

The telecast was sponsored by East- 
man Kodak, through J. Walter Thomp- 
son, for the fourth consecutive year. 
Reportedly, Kodak paid $1,650,000 for 
the sponsorship. ABC -TV pays an esti- 
mated $750,000 to the motion picture 
academy for TV rights. The academy, 
in turn, spent some $500,000 to pro- 
duce the show. 

For the first time the Academy 
Awards show was telecast worldwide. 
In addition to the live colorcast in the 
U.S., the feed went live to Mexico. 

Thorny path of fair trial -free press 
NAB's Anello warns that Reardon standards 
may be used to withhold `essential information' 

The problems of fair trial and free press 
were expounded last week by Douglas 
A. Anello, general counsel for the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters. 

Discussing proposed standards for 
lawyers, courts and law- enforcement 
agencies and how they affect the news 
media, during a panel session at a 
Connecticut Bar Association meeting, 
Mr. Anello said that the legal advisory 
committee of the American Bar As- 
sociation will help implement the Rear- 
don standards adopted by ABA. ABA 
will, he said, encourage the cooperation 
of the bar and media "to enact volun- 
tary measures to protect the rights of 
fair trial and free press." 

Mr. Anello stated that there was no 
objection to lawyers tightening their 
code of conduct, but some of the pro- 
posed regulations, he said, might "be 
used as an excuse to prevent the re- 
lease of essential information." 

"It is here," he declared, "that co- 
operation between bar and media can 
be most helpful." 

Another problem brought out by Mr. 
Anello was the recommendation that 
pretrial hearings be closed to the pub- 
lic. He pointed out that the danger is 
not in the recommendation itself, but 
rather in the "effect it might have on 
those who would normally convey in- 
formation to the press." 

"Many judges," he explained, "be- 
cause of their natural desire to do noth- 
ing that might cause a verdict to be 
reversed, may lean the other way so 
far that severe and unnecessary re- 
straints will be imposed on news and 
other sources of information." 

Turning to the proposed restrictions 
on law- enforcement agencies, Mr. Anel- 

lo said that many of them will "natural- 
ly withhold important news to protect 
themselves from any possible violation." 

"Media can be of great help in this 
regard," he stated, "by prompt dis- 
cussions with the police of mutual 
problems concerning crime -news cov- 
erage, working with them to develop 
workable guidelines as an obligation to 
the public." 

Mr. Anello also commented that the 
recommendation relating to the use of 
contempt power against a person who 
provides information designed to affect 
the outcome of a trial, or against a 
person who willfully disseminates in- 
formation regarding a trial after a judge 
has ordered that this not be done, "is 
vague and has been the subject of much 
dispute." He admitted that there is a 
question whether this power may be 
used against the media. 

APRTA honor 
23 radio -TV's 
Four stations will receive plaques and 
19 others will be given certificates by 
the Associated Press Radio- Television 
Association in recognition of their con- 
tribution of news stories to the AP in 
1968. 

The winners -20 radio and three TV 
stations, the largest number ever cited 
in the awards competition -were an- 
nounced last week by APRTA President 
Theodore McDowell of WMAL -AM -TV 
Washington. 

Named to receive plaques were WJR 
Detroit; WHB Kansas City, Mo., and 
WGBS and WQAM both Miami. 

Winners of certificates were WGAU 
Athens, and WBBQ Augusta, both Geor- 
gia; WCAU Philadelphia; WFBR Balti- 
more; KDB Santa Barbara, Calif.; KTOK 
Oklahoma City; worn Manchester, 
N. H.; WCLG Morgantown, W. Va.; 
WBAL Baltimore, and wwTV(Tv) Cadil- 
lac, Mich. 

Also wicc Bridgeport, Conn.; WION 
Ionia, Mich.; WDBF Delray Beach, Fla.; 
WTRC Elkhart, Ind.; WALK Patchogue, 
N. Y.; KGO -Tv San Francisco; wBRz(Tv) 
Baton Rouge; xBOW Butte, Mont., and 
KBOL Boulder, Colo. 

Staggers's outburst takes 
off on TV violence tangent 
House Commerce Committee Chairman 
Harley O. Staggers (D -W. Va.) gen- 
erally keeps close counsel about his per- 
sonal feelings on any legislation pend- 
ing before his committee, but he's been 
known -more than once -to speak his 
mind forcefully about matters that 
aren't on the immediate agenda. 

The presence of FCC Chairman Rosel 
H. Hyde at the witness table also seems 
to often act as a catalyst in provoking 
Chairman Staggers to get something 
extra off his chest. 

Last week, while discussing cigarette 
regulation (see page 32), the Commerce 
Committee chairman suddenly had some 
instructions for the commission on a 
subject he has indicated previously he 
feels very strongly about -violence in 
the nation and especially on TV. 

"You're doing all this work on cig- 
arettes," he told Mr. Hyde, "while the 
most severe problem in America goes 
without attention." A very central part 
of the problem, Mr. Staggers said, "is 
violence on TV and everybody agrees. 
Why not do something on this?" 

Mr. Hyde replied that the commis- 
sion does not have the same First 
Amendment problems on cigarette ad- 
vertising that it does on program content, 
especially regarding news, where much 
of the violence is seen. 

Chairman Staggers agreed that news 
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