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Co., had his first broadcast experience 
at WNOX in 1936. 

Opera Remote One of the early 
triumphs of WOAI San Antonio, which 
made its debut Sept. 25, 1922, was a 
remote pickup of the San Carlos Opera 
Co. G. A. C. Halff was principal own- 
er.' Early logs show such items as 

In 1921 this was the scene when a 
college professor gave an educational 
lecture on WOI Ames. On the lower 
panel of the 100 watt transmitter is 
the switch which changed the trans- 
mitter from regular broadcast on 360 
meters to "official" transmission for 
weather forecast or other official ma- 
terial on 475 meters. 

"speaker didn't show up, played rec- 
ords," "accompanist on hand but no 
soprano" or "Joe Doe, announcer, filled 
in with baritone solos." That's why 
WOAI started paying its talent almost 
from the beginning -it had control over 
their appearances. Early advertisers 
still on WOAI include St. Ant! ny 
Hotel, Gebhardt Chili Powder and 
Pearl beer (formerly San Antonio 
Brewing Assn.). WOAI is in the middle 
of a $400,000 remodeling program. 
Hugh Halff Jr. is board chairman and 
James M. Gaines is president- executive 
general manager of WOAI- AM -TV. 

After some experimenting as 9BY, 
WOC Rock Island, Ill. (now Davenport, 
Iowa), received a license Feb. 18, 
1922. A new 250 w DeForest trans- 
mitter replaced the old 5 w rig. Times 
were tough so Palmer School of Chiro- 
practic agreed to take over WOC in 
May 1922, moving it to nearby Daven- 
port. WHO Des Moines was started in 
the spring of 1924 by Bankers Life Co. 
The 1928 radio allocation put WOC 
and WHO on the same channel, divid- 
ing time. 

Common ownership was set up- 
Central Broadcasting Co. -in 1930 and 
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synchronous experiments were con- 
ducted. The late Dr. B. J. Palmer, Cen- 
tral's head, tried to sell stock but the 
idea wasn't well received. John H. De- 
Witt Jr., now head of WSM -AM -TV 
Nashville, Tenn., directed the syn- 
chronizing tests. Finally KICK Carter 
Lake, Iowa, was bought and relicensed 
as WOC, ending alternating use of com- 
bined WHO -WOC and WOC -WHO 
call letters. Dr. David P. Palmer, pres- 
ident, is the only surviving member of 
the original staff. Paul Loyet, vice pres- 
ident, is the oldest employe in service. 

Victrola to Mike "The first music 
from WOI Ames, Iowa, Iowa State U. 
station, trickled from the horn of a 
spring -motor victrola into a carbon - 
button mike," recalled Andy Woolfries, 
WOI manager who was there for this 
historic occasion Nov. 21, 1921. The 
call at the time was 9YI, changed to 
WOI in March 1922. Mr. Woolfries 
is the only one of the original employes 
still with the station. WOI broadcast 
a football game in the fall of 1922, fol- 
lowing with winter and spring sports. 
WOI- AM -FM -TV will move into a new 
building in 1963. 

Someone put an Al Jolson record, 
"April Showers," on the phonograph, 
pulled up the homemade mike and 
WOR New York (then Newark) was 
on the air. That was Feb. 22, 1922, 
in a little room in a corner of the sport- 
ing goods -radio department of Barn - 
berger's store. 

In October 1922, WOR successfully 
transmitted a message by Sir Thomas 
Lipton to London. The next year Paul 
Whiteman's orchestra went to Newark 
every night for two weeks in an effort 
to send music to Tokyo. Finally a Jap- 
anese listener cabled he had heard the 
broadcast. 

Guided Dirigible Alfred J. Mc- 
Cosker, one of radio's historic figures, 
started the guest appearance fad in 
1924, getting the biggest names in en- 
tertainment and politics on the air. The 
same year WOR guided the dirigible 
Shenandoah to its Lakehurst, N. J., 
mooring. 

As far back as 1925 WOR was taking 
part in television experiments. Jack 
Poppele was the station's first engineer. 
WOR claims to be the first hi -fi station, 
attaining 100% modulation in 1935. 
It pioneered directional antenna signals 
for 50 kw power. Gabriel Heatter rose 
to prominence with his coverage of the 
Bruno Hauptmann execution. 

WOR -FM went on the air Jan. 1, 
1941, described as the second commer- 
cial fm station. Its annals teem with 
program and technical "firsts" that 
made broadcasting history. 

Taught Radio in 1910 Ohio State 
U. started teaching a radio course in 
1910 and soon had a transmitter work- 

ing. During the Ohio River flood of 
1913 the station was the only Colum- 
bus link with the rest of the nation, 
radio messages sent to U. of Michigan 
being relayed from Ann Arbor by land 
lines. Experimental 8XI went on the 
air April 20, 1920. The first standard 
broadcast license was assigned June 3, 
1922, with WEAO as call letters. 

A story in the Columbus Citizen 
April 20, 1920 estimated the first pro- 
gram had been heard within a radius 
of 120 miles. "Save for the first two 
musical numbers, on which too strong 
a battery was used, the program was 
distinctly heard," the newspaper re- 
ported. Ohio School of the Air was 
started in 1929, with WLW Cincinnati 
carrying the early programs. 

Students ran the station in the first 
year but a fulltime radio operator was 
employed in the summer of 1923. Rich- 
ard B. Hull is now executive director. 

Hoyt Wimpy founded WPAX Thom- 
asville, Ga., Dec. 27, 1922 with one 
goal -to help the S. W. Radio Co. sell 
more receivers. Sixty No. 6 dry cells 
provided bias current supply. "One 
night when KDKA Pittsburgh was com- 
ing in particularly well," Mr. Wimpy 
recalls, "a wide -eyed young fellow came 
into the garage to listen. 'Mister, would 
you let me look in that box ?' he said. 
'I know you have a phonograph in it.' 
He opened the victrola lid and the rec- 
ord player was motionless. He ran out 
of the garage declaring what he'd heard 
was supernatural." Mr. Wimpy sold 
WPAX in 1961 to Radio Thomasville, 
Don Price, president. 

Fun in Dallas Operation of WRR 
Dallas, city -owned station, is serious 
business but it wasn't always that way. 
Back in the 20s a new engineer was apt 
to get the "silent treatment." This was 
simple, and very funny. The announcer 
would go through all the motions of 

WOR's first microphone, a simple 
megaphone attached to a telephone 
transmitter, worked beautifully, ac- 
cording to those who remember the 
original broadcasts from the New 
York station. 
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