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operational across the country they may 
replace almost entirely the present land 
lines methods used to reach key sta- 
tions which warn other stations off the 
air (except those am stations authorized 
to operate on 640 kc and 1240 kc) pre- 
ceding a Conelrad exercise or alert 
(these fin stations, of course, leaving 
the air, too, as soon as they have per- 
formed this initial forewarning relay 
mission). 

The other stations (besides WCVG- 
FM) in the Florida relay chain are 
WINK -TV Fort Myers (fm audio signal 
only), WFLA -FM Tampa, WHOO -FM 
Orlando, WRUF -FM Gainsville, 
WMBR -FM Jacksonville, WNDB -FM 
Daytona Beach and WQXT -FM Palm 
Beach. The Florida State Advisory 
committee which Mr. Howe heads is 
part of the National Industry Advisory 
Committee. 

In the rush to get the system on the 
air before the hurricane season, one 
hitched has developed. WINK -TV (Fort 
Myers), designated to pick up the 
broadcasts from WVCG -FM and pass 
them on to WFLA -FM (Tampa), has 
only 6 kw audio, not enough to reach 
the WFLA -FM monitoring set Al- 
though WINK -TV expects to increase 
audio to 25 kw within 30 days, hurri- 
canes don't wait, Mr. Howe pointed 
out, so a meeting was to be held by 
engineers in the network relay system 
last Friday (Aug. 7) to discuss another 
possibility: WHOO -FM (Orlando) has 
found it can pick up the WVCG -FM 
signal and pass it on to WFLA -FM, as 
well as to others in the chain. 

Another trouble spot was WQXT- 
FM, which was late getting equipment. 
The network does not extend into north- 
west Florida because there are no high - 
powered fm outlets in the Tallahassee 
area, but it was understood this, too, 
was to be worked out satisfactorily in 
the future. 

Fm stations in the relay network and 
all other am, fm and tv stations which 
rebroadcast the hurricane information 
are required to have a special fm moni- 
toring receiver, equipped with a Conel- 
rad alarm device, so the broadcaster 
can be put on notice when the weather 
broadcasters are to be made. The Conel- 
rad alarm device for fm receivers was 
designed by Philip Whitney, WINC and 
WRFL (FM) Winchester, Va. Stations 
in the fm network are required, of 
course, to broadcast all the weather in- 
formation live, but other Florida sta- 
tions may either rebroadcast the infor- 
mation live or tape it for use as their 
needs dictate. 

Mr. Howe said around 90 of the ap- 
proximately 175 am, fm and tv stations 
in Florida have indicated they have 
their fm monitor sets or will have them 
by Aug. 15. They cost $150 to $200. 

Full State Coverage Mr. Howe said 

that when the fm network becomes 
completely operational there will not be 
a single am, fm or tv station in Florida 
which won't be close enough to moni- 
tor one of the fm stations in the hook- 
up, except for stations at Key West on 
the extreme end of the Florida keys, 
which receive all their communications 
by microwave. 

He noted that while WVCG -FM is 
the key station of the fm group for the 
normal broadcasts, any one of the eight 
stations can originate broadcasts if in- 
formation on impending hurricanes de- 
velops in its area. He said the fm net- 
work was created only by hard work, 
some broadcasters spending as much as 
$1,000 to equip themselves for the job 
they will perform. Some of the off -air 
pickups are being made for distances up 
to 130 miles, he said, much better than 
the normal expectation for fm transmis- 
sion 

WVCG -FM activates the alerting 
system for the daily weather broadcasts 
by cutting its carrier twice for five sec- 
onds, then transmitting a 1,000 -cycle 
tone for 15 seconds. WVCG -FM then 
announces that the Florida Defense 
Network will make a weather broadcast 
from the Miami Weather Bureau with- 
in five minutes, giving the time of 
broadcast, thus warning stations which 
want to carry the broadcast live or 
which wish to tape it for use later. All 
Florida stations are assigned special 
tactical call signs, other than their call 
letters, so information may be directed 
to stations in particular areas through 
such identification. 

Year -Round Service After the end 
of the hurricane season (Nov. 15), the 
daily broadcast will assume the form of 
news and other information. These, too 
may be sponsored by advertisers on the 
receiving station. 

The fm network (before the WINK - 
TV difficulty) was scheduled to operate 
like this: one -way from Coral Gables 
(Miami) to Fort Myers (and two -way 
between Miami and Palm Beach); one - 
way from Fort Myers to Tampa; two - 
way from Tampa to Orlando (and 
one -way from Tampa to Miami); two - 
way between Orlando and Gainesville, 
Orlando and Jacksonville and Orlando 
and Daytona Beach; two -way commu- 
nication is to be established later with 
Tallahassee in northwestern Florida. 

Promotion of the sale of combination 
am -fm Conelrad receivers with alarm 
devices to the general public through 

WNJR 
negro radio for 
metro new york 
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