
KOREA CENSORSHIP 
IN A surprise move borne of re- 
luctance but nurtured in military 
desperation, Gen. Douglas Mac - 
Arthur's headquarters last Wed- 
nesday imposed complete censor- 
ship on the flow of information 
from combat radio and newspaper 
reporters at the Korean front. 

At the same time there were in- 
dications that the Defense Dept. 
had sharpened its vigilance over 
the broadcast and publication of 
vital production data with a view 
to tighter domestic curbs. 

There also was mounting specu- 
lation, amid tensening international 
developments, that the government 
is dusting of blueprints for re- 
vival of a war information office 
and, possibly, an office of censor- 
ship, though no confirmation was 
forthcoming. 

These prospects were held out, in 
any event, following renewed closed 
circuit discussions last Monday be- 
tween Defense Secretary George 
C. Marshall and industry repre- 
sentatives of all media, including 
NAB [BROADCASTING TELECAST- 
ING, Dec. 18]. 

It was understood that the in- 
dustry group was appraised of the 
need for more stringent voluntary 
curbs on the use of data dealing 
with production of vital equipment 
and other aspects. The subject of 
possible radio -TV silence, described 
as a form of "technical censor- 
ship," also was aired during the 
meeting with Secretary Marshall 
(see separate story). 

MacArthur Gets Views 
It further was reported that the 

committee, which met informally 
on its own Monday, had approved 
and sent to Gen. MacArthur a 
memorandum touching on censor- 
ship and security. Comments were 
not disclosed, but, in any event, the 
imposition of security curbs in the 
military theatre followed almost 
within 48 hours. 

Attending the closed session were 
President Justin Miller, Public Af- 
fairs Director Robert K. Richards 
and Government Relations Director 
Ralph Hardy, all of NAB; B. M. 
McKelway, Washington Evening 
Star, (WMAL- AM -TV -FM Wash- 
ington), and Jack Lockhart, 
Scripps- Howard, representing the 
American Society of Newspaper 
Editors; Lyle Wilson, UP; Robert 
McLean and Frank Starzell, AP; 
Cranston Williams, American 
Newspaper Publishers Assn.; Bar- 
ry Farris and William K. Hutchin- 
son, INS; and representatives of 
the information branches of the 
Air Force, Army and Navy, in- 
cluding Maj. Gen. Floyd L. Parks, 
chief of the Army Public Relations 
OfRee. 

Failure of the Defense Secre- 
tary's Office to request participa- 
tion of the Radio Correspondents 
Assn. aroused mild protests from 
that group. William McAndrew, 
WRC -AM -FM and WNBW (TV) 
Washington, association president, 
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said he had apprised Secretary 
Marshall that the association rep- 
resents the four major networks 
and numerous independent stations, 
and requested that it be included 
in future planning involving all 
media. 

Mr. McAndrew explained that it 
probably was an "oversight" and 
based on the department's premise 
that NAB, which attended, rep- 
resents the entire broadcasting in- 
dustry. He pointed out that ABC 
and CBS are not NAB members, 
and that the correspondents' group 
represents "working radio - TV 
newsmen from all over the nation." 

The whole scope of relation be- 
tween military censorship and do- 
mestic security curbs was explored 
by members of the committee, who 
lunched with Secretary Marshall 
last Monday. Aggravation of the 
military situation will necessarily 
lead to greater vigilance over use 

Ordered Reluctantly 

of domestic data, it was empha- 
sized. 

Need for representation by all 
news media and for coordination 
among radio -TV, newspapers and 
magazines was stressed during the 
session. 

The conference was another step 
in a series of meetings involving 
participation by broadcasters, the 
ASNE contingent, and top govern- 
ment officials. The question was 
explored last August by those 
groups in talks with W. Stuart 
Symington, chairman of the Na- 
tional Security Resources Board. 
Radio and newspaper groups 
pledged support of voluntary con- 
trols on the basis pursued during 
World War II [BROADCASTING 
TELECASTING, Aug. 21, 14]. 

Echols Issues Memo 
The Korean censorship took the 

form of a memorandum from Gen. 

PBS DEFENSE PLAN 
Offers Time To 

Government 
PROGRESSIVE Broadcasting System, which began operations in No- 
vember as a nationwide network supplying programs to its affiliated 
stations on a 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily basis, last week ordered its program 
lines kept open until 11 p.m. and offered those evening hours to the 
government for any messages or 
programs which PBS can take to 
its member stations in support of 
defense and emergency activities. 

Inspired by President Truman's 
broadcast of Dec. 15 proclaiming 
the existence of a state of national 
emergency, Miller McClintock, PBS 
board chairman, on Monday sent 
a letter to some 60 government de- 
partments and agencies including 
the Army, Air Force, Dept. of 
State, Office of War Mobilization, 
Civilian Defense, Price Stabiliza- 
tion Authority, etc. The first letter 
was addressed to Charles E. Wil- 
son, director of the Office of De- 
fense Mobilization. 

PBS' Letter 
Text of the letter: 
The Progressive Broadcasting Sys- 

tem, the fifth national radio network, 
has a special national emergency 
service to offer to your agency and 
to others directly connected with de- 
fense and mobilization activities. 

We are a national daytime network 
and our regular programs are trans- 
mitted daily from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Beginning with President Truman's 
declaration of the national emergency, 
Mr. Larry Finley, our president, or- 
dered our lines kept open seven days 
a week until 11 p.m. each day. 

These four additional hours of 
program lines each day, that is from 
7 p.m. to 11 p.m., are for the specific 
and exclusive purpose of providing 
an opportunity for you and other 
defense leaders to have a regular and 
instant channel for emergency broad- 
casts or for messages to local groups 
connected with your specific activities. 

This unique emergency communica- 
tions system is made possible through 
the world's greatest line system -the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
and its affiliated companies -and 

a 
through the special operations of the 
Progressive Broadcasting System. 
This offer is made exclusively to offi- 
cial or quasi -official agencies con- 
nected with the defense effort and 
is, or course, without any cost. 

Please wire me your probable needs 
and designate the public relations 
officer of your agency with whom we 
should make detailed arrangements. 

"We hope and expect that this 
offer will be promptly accepted," 
Mr. McClintock told BROADCASTING 

TELECASTING. He said that 
PBS would urge each government 
group to prepare its material for 
broadcasting in finished program 
form, to insure these emergency 
messages reaching the public ex- 
actly as the agency intended. He 
added that he visualized the more 
active agencies during the emer- 
gency period producing series of 
half -hour programs for broadcast 
once, twice or even oftener each 
week. 

So far as possible, he said, all 
of the government programs will 
be channeled into the same time 
period each evening of the week, 
so that PBS listeners can become 
accustomed to tuning in for emer- 
gency information at the same 
time each night. The ideal time 
would be 8 to 9 p. m., he said, after 
dinner, when the whole family can 
be reached as a group. 

To facilitate the delivery of 
these messages to the American 
public, the eastern and midwestern 
links of PBS are being permanently 
connected into a single network, 
Mr. McClintock said. Programs 
will be tape recorded in Chicago 
and flown to the network's West 
Coast headquarters for broadcast 
there. 

MacArthur's public relations of- 
ficer, Col. M. P. Echols, which re- 
quested that dispatches of radio 
and newspaper correspondents be 
"screened and cleared" by authori- 
ties before being sent out to home 
offices. No penalties were set for 
violations. 

Last Wednesday the Army an- 
nounced it had clamped a blackout 
on release of information dealing 
with troop movements along the 
Alaskan seacoast. 

While the Far Eastern censor- 
ship move caught even the pros- 
pective censors by surprise, it was 
felt that correspondents generally 
hailed the action as long -awaited 
and much needed. Many reportedly 
had requested formal censorship, 
not only to provide real security 
but to equalize breaks on important 
stories. This was understood to 
have been true of many radio news- 
men. 

Pentagon information officers 
also expressed belief that the ac- 
tion was generally welcomed by the 
majority of correspondents. In the 
face of opposition from Gen. Mac- 
Arthur, some Defense Dept. of- 
ficials had openly espoused cen- 
sorship on grounds that the Ko- 
rean Theatre was a "war zone" 
and had contended that similar 
curbs need not be imposed at other 
news centers in the world, or that 
it was not necessarily a matter for 
United Nations action. 

NARND Complaint 
Source of radio newsmen's con- 

cern -and the basis of a complaint 
filed by the National Assn. of Ra- 
dio News Directors last summer - 
was the banning of two news serv- 
ice men from the war zone on 
grounds they had violated security 
at a time when newsmen were 
asked to exercise their own judg- 
ment in the absence of set rules 
[BROADCASTING TELECASTING, 
July 24]. 

The MacArthur memorandum 
provides that all "press stories, ra- 
dio broadcasts, (etc.) . whose 
origin is in Japan, will be sub- 
mitted to the press advisory di- 
vision for clearance before trans- 
mission." The Tokyo Press Advis- 
ory Division was established re- 
cently in response to newsmen's 
complaints that they had no re- 
sponsible source to check on se- 
curity matters. 

It was pointed out that news tele- 
graphed by radio is monitored by 
the Communists and that, once 
broadcast or published in the U. S. 
and elsewhere, it is available to 
Soviet agents. 

Newsmen had been operating on 
a voluntary basis since the Korean 
war began June 25. Col. Echols re- 
cently issued four security direc- 
tives which have served as in- 
formed guides for correspondents 
until the announcement of censor- 
ship controls. 

KSPO To LBS 
KSPO Spokane, Wash., has joined 
the Liberty Broadcasting System 
as a fulltime affiliate. 
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