
CONTROL NEED? 
Sawyer, McGrath Give Views 

TWO diverging views on the neces- 
sity of controls were set forth by 
Commerce Secretary Charles Saw- 
yer and Attorney General J. How- 
ard McGrath 'of the Justice Dept. 
for :night ago amid renewed de- 
mands for accelerated mobilization. 

8. ecretary Sawyer held out the 
possibility that the government 
may have to impose complete con - 
tro s over all strategic metals by 
nest spring, thus restricting allo- 
cation of materials to manufac- 
turars on a priority basis. Copper, 
nichel, aluminum and steel, already 
cut back by the National Produc- 
tion Authority for civilian con - 
sui iption, would be the first mate - 
ria s to be wholly controlled, he 
said. 

Attorney General McGrath called 
on the government, however, to 
impose as few controls as are nec- 
essary in the interest of "our com- 
pet tive system." Such a system of 
regulation, he said, is "undesira- 
ble over the long run." He urged 
the government to alleviate mate- 

, rial shortages by increasing pro- 
duction rather than controls. 

The Justice Dept. official also 
recommended that (1) any price 
controls imposed be "flexible," (2) 
government should watch for vol- 
untary agreements among pro- 
ducers, (3) contracts for defense 
items be spread among small busi- 
ness, (4) policy- making power of 
business advisory committees be 
limited by government so as not to 
encourage monopoly, though they 
p e r f or m a "valuable service" 
[BROADCASTING TELECASTING, 
Nov. 27]. 

RADIO and television shows now are 
being originated in WGN Chicago's 
Studio 1A, closed for remodeling 
since February. Stage is 45 feet 
square and an 8 -by -9 -foot electric 
elevator has been installed at rear 
and center of stage for lowering 
and lifting of equipment. Studio 
sea s 400 persons. Twelve new studios 
are now in operation, and two more 
are expected to be added. 

NAME ROBINSON 
Becomes PBS Executive 

B. B. ROBINSON, West Coast ex- 
ecutive, has been appointed vice 
president in charge of finance of 
Progressive Broadcasting System 
by the network's board of directors, 
according to Larry Finley, PBS 
president. Mr. Robinson's headquar- 
ters are at the PBS executive of- 
fices, 8983 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood, 
Calif. 

Mr. Robinson is vice president of 
John Sutherland Productions Inc., 
(TV films), Los Angeles; president 
of Motion Picture Enterprises, 
Beverly Hills; president of High- 
land Oil Co., Beverly Hills, and 
holds office in other nationally 
known firms, Mr. Finley pointed 
out. PBS, which made its debut as 
a new network Nov. 26 -27 with 209 
U. S. stations, claims the addition 
of 33 more outlets to its roster. 

KFAR KENI SIGN 

Six New Sponsors Added 

FIVE NEW sponsors have been 
signed by Midnight Sun Broadcast- 
ing Co. (KFAR Fairbanks and 
KENI Anchorage, Alaska) during 
the past three months. 

These include: 
Colgate -Palmolive -Peet for The Den- 

nis Day Show, through Ted Bates Inc.; 
Liggett & Myers for The Bob Hope 
Show, through Cunningham & Welsh; 
Wildroot Co., for Charley Wilde Private 
Eye, through BBDO; Bristol- Myers, for 
Mr. District Attorney, through Young 
& Rubicam; Brown & Williamson To- 
bacco Co., for People Are Funny, 
through Russel M. Seeds Inc.; 

All of the programs are NBC 
shows although KFAR -KENI are 
affiliated with NBC, ABC and Mu- 
tual. Programs are delayed and 
transcribed for rebroadcast in 
Seattle. 

CFOR Orillia opened its new studios 
and 1 kw transmitter last month, with 
Ontario Premier Leslie Frost officiat- 
ing. Reception was held by Gordon E. 
Smith, station owner, following in- 
auguration of new transmitter, which 
marked an increase in power from 
250 w. 
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Eastern Dual Market 
Opportunity 
$60,000.00 

One of the most attractive and unusual double market opportunities in the 
east. This is an independent facility that is the only station for two excellent 
cities with total population in excess of 35,000, having retail sales of more than 
thirty million. 

Station is very well equipped, owns a desirable transmitter site and building 
-has studio installations in each city. This is a "made -to- order" opportunity 
or one or two good operators. Financing arranged. 
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IT's "old stuff" to Actor Lionel Barry - 
more but an event for the 1950 spon- 
sor of his traditional Christmas Eve 

broadcast of Charles Dickens' 
"Christmas Carol." Mr. Barrymore 
reads a passage from the script while 
H .L. Bilsborough (r) of A. O. Smith 
Corp., maker of Permaglas water 
heaters, looks on approvingly. Firm 
will sponsor the 1950 edition of the 
program on 527 MBS stations, Dec. 
24, 4 p.m. EST, and also supply 
dealers with promotional material, 
including local radio spot - 

ment copy. Company claims it is the 
first time such a product -maker has 
supported a dealer campaign with a 

nationwide network program. Mr. 
Barrymore will play "Scrooge" for the 

18th time on radio. 

WPIK KWRN 
Sales Are Reported 

SALE of Howard B. Hayes' 32.4% 
interest in WPIK Alexandria, Va., 
for $22,275 to co- founder Carl L. 
Lindberg, also 32.4% owner and 
who would gain controlling in- 
terest, was reported by the metro- 
politan Washington station fort- 
night ago in transfer papers filed 
at FCC. 

Meanwhile, sale also was an- 
nounced of KWRN Reno, Nev., by 
Reno Newspapers Inc. for $27,500 
to Kenyon Brown, part owner and 
president of KWFT Wichita Falls, 
Tex. 

In the WPIK transaction, FCC 
was told Mr. Hayes has resigned as 
manager of the station and plans to 
accept employment outside the city. 
WPIK is assigned I. kw daytime on 
730 kc. Other stockholders are: 
Barton Philips and Elliott F. Hoff- 
man, 10.4% each; C. C. Carlin Jr., 
11.2 %; John A. K. Donovan, 3.2 %. 
Messrs. Hayes and Lindberg es- 
tablished WPIK in 1945. They 
previously had been with WTOP 
Washington. 

KWRN is assigned 250 w full - 
time on 1490 kc. Reno Newspapers, 
publisher of Reno Gazette and State 
Journal, is part of the Speidel 
chain of papers which also oper- 
ates KDON Salinas, Calif.; WKIP 
Poughkeepsie, and WGNY New- 
burgh, N. Y., Mr. Brown also is 
stockholder in KELP El Paso, 
Tex.; KGLC Miami, Okla., and 
KBYE Oklahoma City. The KWRN 
sale was handled by Blackburn- 
Hamilton Co., radio station and 
newspaper brokers. 

RIB INJUNCTION 
Granted Against ACA Actions 
A PRELIMINARY injunction 
against American Communications 
Assn. activities, alleged by WLIB 
New York to constitute "economic 
coercion" of station advertisers, 
was granted by New York Supreme 
Court Justice Denis O'Leary Co- 
halan, Dec. 1 in New York. 

Charging the union, which was 
expelled by the CIO as pro -Com- 
munist, with distributing letters 
and handbills charging unfairness 
to labor outside its retail adver- 
tisers' stores, the station alleged 
that such activities constituted 
"picketing," the end result of which 
was a "secondary boycott" pro- 
hibited by law. On these grounds 
a preliminary injunction was 
granted. 

ACA began its activities, accord- 
ing to station officials, two days 
before expiration of the old con- 
tract on May 1, because the station 
refused to consider carrying over a 
clause, providing for its hiring of 
a specified number of engineers, 
from the old contract to negotia- 
tions for a new one. At the time, 
the officials said the clause was in 
violation of the Lea Act, subse- 
quently declared unconstitutional. 
Although the union was offered an 
overall wage increase and a union 
shop, they said, it refused to arbi- 
trate the matter unless arbitration 
was limited to two issues, rather 
than formulation of a whole con- 
tract. 

A union spokesman charged the 
station with endeavoring to scrap 
the old contract, which he said was 
built up over the years, and to have 
everything negotiated anew. He 
denied that the distribution of let- 
ters and handbills was "picketing ", 
and claimed that the station had 
broken off arbitration. 

MORE FM SETS 
Springfield Survey Shows 

FM'S POPULARITY is increas- 
ing in the Springfield, Mass., area 
according to a survey completed 
a fortnight ago by the Springfield 
area FM stations, including WBZA- 
FM, WSPR - FM, WSFL - FM, 
WMAS - FM Springfield an d 
WHYN -FM Holyoke. 

FM set ownership increased to 
29% in the Springfield area, which 
includes Hampden, Hampshire, 
and Franklin Counties in Massa- 
chusetts, as well as part of Con- 
necticut. This represents an in- 
crease of 9% over the survey made 
a year ago. 

When the first FM set survey 
was made in February 1947 own- 
ership amounted to only 5 %. By 
the fall of 1948 the figure had 
increased to 12 %, and by last year 
at this time FM set ownership 
amounted to 20 %. The figures re- 
portedly indicate that FM sets are 
increasingly popular in the out- 
lying areas where static and inter- 
ference are more prevalent in the 
AM band. 
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