
RADIATIONS 
Dr. Armstrong Asserts 
FCC, RTMA at Fault 

DR. EDWIN H. ARMSTRONG, inventor of FM, asserted last week that 
"FCC engineering incompetence" and "unsound commercialism in the 
manufacturing industry share the blame for today's FM and TV 
radiating receiver problem." 

He warned that Radio- Televi- 
sion Mfrs. Assn. "will find its 
engineering being conducted for it 
by some government bureau, per- 
haps on a lower plane of compe- 
tence," unless RTMA takes steps 
"to see either that [its] engineer- 
ing is done properly, or that the 
facts about sound engineering be 
so plainly presented that respon- 
sibility for their violation can be 
squarely placed." 

Dr. Armstrong presented his 
views in a letter to the FM Re- 
ceivers Committee of RTMA, 
copies of which he sent to FCC 
Commissioners. 

He submitted a report, prepared 
a year ago, comparing the radia- 
tions of two different makes of 
FM sets. The measurements were 
made 50 miles from New York. 
The set of one manufacturer, he 
said, destroyed reception of WCBS- 
FM New York "over a radius of 
one -half mile when the oscillator 
was tuned to radiate on CBS' 
frequency," whereas the set of 
another manufacturer had an in- 
terference radius of less than 500 
feet under similar conditions. 

He said Dr. W. R. G. Baker of 
General Electric, RTMA director 
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of engineering, read his letter at 
an FM Receivers Committee meet- 
ing and that none of its statements 
were challenged, "although repre- 
sentatives of the organizations in- 
volved were present." 

Dr. Armstrong said that in AM 
the radiating receiver problem 
"was solved and has been forgot- 
ten" for 20 years, and that its 
appearance in FM and television 
"is a disgrace to the engineering 
profession." 

"It is the result of the disregard 
of rules of engineering that were 
known 20 years ago." he said. "In 
both FM and TV these rules have 
been and are now being flagrantly 
violated by a large part of the in- 
dustry, perhaps to their immediate 
profit but certainly to the ultimate 
detriment of the public." 

Cites Interference 
He reiterated that FCC's trans- 

fer of FM from the low to the high 
band "brought about the interfer- 
ence which, without the move, could 
not have existed," but that this was 
not "the major error in judgment," 
He continued: 

The major error is the allocation 
of the frequencies of an air naviga- 
tion service to a place within the 
interference range of FM and televi- 
sion sets where, with a large number 
of sets scattered about the country, 
the chance of something going wrong, 
even with properly designed sets, 
must be considered. Why some of the 
non -vital types of air- communication 
services were not assigned there to 
serve as a buffer region so that all 
services adjacent to safety of life 
channels could be under CAA super- 
vision, is something in need of much 
explanation. 

There is likewise a second question 
which requires answering: Why is the 
guidance of a ship and its passengers 
entrusted to a transmitter having the 
peanut -like power of 200 w -just 
about a quarter -horsepower, when 
thousands of horsepower are em- 
ployed in the other part of the trans- 
portation problem; that of keeping 
the ship in the air? Sound engineer- 
ing judgment would dictate the use 
of sufficient power from ground trans- 
mitters to over -ride even chance radi- 
ations from damaged FM or TV sets 
or diathermy sets out of control. 

Equal lack of foresight came to 
light a few years ago when planes 
were provided with superheterodynes 
for instrument landing operation with 
insufficient image rejection against 
FM transmitters in the center of the 
band. 

Dr. Armstrong felt FCC Chair- 
man Wayne Coy should be "com- 
mended for bringing into the open 
a problem which both the Commis- 
sion and the industry have been 
aware of for at least two years." 
But, he said, "this Commission .. . 

would inspire more confidence were 
it to admit the mistakes of the 
former Commission, in whose ac- 
tions the basic responsibility lies 
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JH. LLOYD, producer- director 
Video International Inc., N. Y. 
package agency, resigns to join 

Radio -Video Assoc., Holywood, in 
same capacity. 
JOHN S. BROOKS, on Chicago plan- 
ning staff Jam Handy Organization, 
to firm's Detroit office. 

JOE BIGELOW, director The Story of 
Dr. Kildare for MGM Radio Attrac- 
tions, resigned for series, and named 
director The Hardy Family. CAREY 
WILSON substitutes for HOWARD 
DIETZ as host on MGM Theatre of 
the Air, during latter's vacation. 
WCFM (FM) Washington to carry 
series of political analyses by LOUIS 
H. BEAN, election forecaster. Open - 
end transcriptions also carried by 
WFDR (FM) New York, WCVO (FM) 
Cleveland, WDET Detroit, WVUN 
(FM) Chattanooga and KFMV (FM) 
Los Angeles. Those interested may 
obtain series from WCFM for $5 per 
show. Series runs weekly from Sept. 
9 to week after election. 
MILTON D. KRUEGER, instructor 
in journalism, and RAYMOND F. 
STEWART, research associate, to 
Emory U. Bureau of Communications 
Research, Atlanta, Ga. 
FREDERICK A. BREWER, co- author 
Creative Broadcasting, to staff Ithaca 
(N.Y.) College as instructor in radio. 
HOWARD F. TODMAN, business man- 
ager Mark Goodson -Bill Todman Pro- 
ductions, father of girl, Leslie White, 
Aug. 16. 

ROBERT C. HOUGH, assistant super- 
intendent Senate Radio Gallery, and 
Anne Roeder were married Aug. 19. 

VONNA RECORDS Inc., L. A., has 
completed 12 15-minute transcrip- 
tions, Navy Star Time, for Navy Re- 
cruiting Service. Shows feature lead- 
ing popular singers. EDDISON Von 
OTTENFELD, president, produced se- 
ries; AL SIMON wrote and directed. 
SESAC Transcription Library, N. Y., 
ships 26 scripts for Mister Mug gins 
Rabbit to subscribers. Promotion fea- 
tures three -color, 12 -page booklet, con- 
taining sketches of Muggins and sell- 
ing tips. 
BACKGROUND ENGINEERS Inc. 

formed in Hollywood to rent projec- 
tors, screens, and slides for show 
backgrounds. Principals are LEE 
GREEN and WILLIAM TILLISCH, 
Hollywood commercial still photog- 
raphers. Offices at 1103 El Centro. 
Firm organizing sales force to cover 
all TV cities. 

BRIGGS MFG. Co., Detroit (house- 
hold utensils), releases complete port- 
folio of radio advertising material to 
its 500 wholesale jobbers. 

PASADENA INSTITUTE for Radio 
moves to new studios at 6910 Sunset 
Blvd., Hollywood. 

SPRINGBOK PICTURES (Pty.) Ltd., 
Margate, Natal, S. Africa, publishes 
brochure concerning Africa and pro- 
duction of TV films underway there. 
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WILLIAM RICHTER to cover N. Y. 
state north of Westchester and Rock- 
land Counties for Insuline Corp. of 
America, Long Island City, N. Y. 
GERBER SALES Co., Boston, as- 
signed New England territory. 

RADIO ENGINEERING Labs., Long 
Island City, N. Y., introduces REL 
Model 720 Remo receiver, new method 
of piping FM background music. 

"technical 
ROBIN D. COMPTON, chief engineer 
WOIC (TV) Washington, to NBC, 
N. Y., in TV engineering under Robert 
E. Shelby. Mr. Compton was with 
NBC from 1934 to 1946. 

FRANK HAYNES, engineer- announcer 
KANE New Iberia, La., to staff 
WPCF Panama City, Fla. 

HOWARD P. COHEN, graduate RCA 
Institute, to staff engineer WJNC 
Jacksonville, N. C., also handling pro- 
motion and publicity. 

BOB SMITH, head electrician KECA- 
TV Los Angeles, father of boy, Robert 
Warren, Aug. 10. 

their interests for 24 years. WIBW is 

the farm station for Kansas and ad- 
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