
UNSTOPPABLE 
Wilmotte Cites TV Demand 

TELEVISION "has taken hold of 
the public" and nothing is going 
to stop the demand for it. In- 
vestors represent the initial force 
to satisfy that demand -and where 
there is demand and investors 
there are profits. 

These were among the opinions 
expressed by Raymond M. Wil- 
motte, president of Raymond M. 
Wilmotte Inc., consulting engineers 
in radio and electronics, Washing- 
ton, D. C., in a talk before the New 
York Society of Security Analysts 
Jan. 5 in New York. 

After reviewing current engi- 
neering and technical problems in 
television, Mr. Wilmotte pointed 
out that there is "little hope" of 
providing nation -wide video service 
comparable to AM service with TV 
limited to its present 12 channels. 

Continuance of this limitation 
is not likely, he said. "In fact," 
he added, "there are very good 
prospects that good service will 
become possible in the still un- 
opened ultra -high frequency band 
where over 60 channels are wait- 
ing to be used." 

"Only officially proposed system 
to open up this band that seems 
economical," said Mr. Wilmotte, 
"is Polycasting -a method of using 
a lot of low- powered stations in- 
stead of a single large one." Com- 
menting that the system still has 
to be proven in an actual instal- 
lation, he said it has an important 
advantage with respect to amount 
of capital required. The service 
signal provided can be designed 
to fit the shape of the area to be 
served, and increased service area 
is obtained by adding stations in 
the new areas to be opened. 

Case Re- elected 
NELSON CASE, who ran unop- 
posed for re- election as president of 
AFRA's New York local, received 
532 votes, highest of all candidates. 
Also elected and their tallies: Vice 
presidents -Karl Swenson 437, Ben 
Grauer 434, Virginia Payne 257, 
Kenneth Banghart 312, and Chuck 
Goldstein 299; Treasurer -Dan 
Seymour 381; Recording Secretary 
-Ted Osborn 366. 

MERGER 
AGVA Resisting Efforts 

Of Talent Groups 

CONSIDERABLE resistance against the proposed merger of talent 
unions has been forming in the American Guild of Variety Artists, it was 
learned last week. 

AGVA was invited to become a party to the blending of Actors Equity, 
Chorus Equity, American Guild of 
Musical Artists and of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists 
last month [BROADCASTING, Dec. 
20, 1948]. All are members of the 
parent Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America. 

The invitation to AGVA, al- 
though made known in the press 
somewhere in midmonth, actually 
was not received at the AGVA 
office in New York until the end of 
the month, it was said. 

AGVA's national board will have 
to decide what to do about the invi- 
tation. Since there is no meeting 
of the board scheduled, the whole 
matter of accepting or rejecting 
the invitation appears to be left 
in the air. 

There is some sentiment in the 
union that if the merger is effected 
it may be challenged by AGVA on 
constitutional grounds -that the 
merger is not legal under the basic 
law of the 4A's. 

Thinking along this line in 
AGVA takes the course that the 
merger is only a partial blending, 
since many units of the 4A's are 
not participating and that there- 
fore the partial merging, in effect, 
constitutes action against those 
not included. 

Fearful of 'Scheme' 
The unit forces in AGVA look 

upon the proposed merger as pri- 
marily a scheme to divide up tele- 
vision jurisdiction and they are 
fearful it my exclude many actors 
in the 4A unions not included in the 
merger. 

They would prefer to see either 
a complete blending of all the 4A 
unions, or, if television jurisdic- 
tion is at present the real problem, 
that the video question not be ap- 
portioned among the various com- 
ponent unions of the 4A's but be 
instead held by the 4A office itself. 
This would mean, it is said, that 
the 4A's would issue a television 
card and, it is the hope of the 
AGVA members, that this card 
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would be uniform and would re- 
quire no further dues than are 
presently paid by members to the 
respective guilds or branches to 
which they belong. 

Leadership in the proposed mer- 
ger has been taken by AFRA. It 
has reached the stage where the 
national governing boards of the 
four unions involved must approve 
plans made by a joint merger com- 
mittee. 

The Screen Actors Guild, an- 
other 4A member, has agreed to 
become a partner of the organiza 
tion formed by merger for the pur -! 
pose of dividing television jurisdic -' 
tion [BROADCASTING, Dec. 20, 19481. 

MOTOROLA SUIT 
Siragusa Terms It 'Spite' 

ROSS SIRAGUSA, president of 
the Admiral Corp., charged 
Wednesday that Motorola's recent 
suit against Admiral is a "spite 
suit" occasioned by his company's 
successful entrance into the low 
price television field. He branded 
allegations in the suit as completely 
unfounded. 

Motorola, in its complaint, 
charged Admiral with infringe- 
ment of its television patents. 

GODFREY SHOWS 

Adds New CBS -TV Program 
A NEW hour -long weekly Arthur 
Godfrey variety show will begin 
Wednesday on CBS television net- 
work, 8 -9 p. m., titled Arthur God- 
frey and his Friends. Sponsor will 
be Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. 
for Chesterfields. 

With the addition of the new 
show, the Godfrey schedule now 
lines up as follows: CBS -The Ar- 
thur Godfrey Show 10:30 -11:30 
a. m. Mondays through Fridays; 
CBS and CBS -TV- Arthur God - 
frey's Talent Scouts, 8:30 -9 p. m. 
Mondays; CBS -TV- Arthur God- 
frey and his Friends 8 -9 p. in. 
Wednesdays. 

The new program will be pro- 
duced by Margaret "Mug" Richard- 
son. Jack Carney and Paul Nickell 
will direct. 

Inglis to NAB 
DR. RUTH A. INGLIS, on leave 
from U. of Washington until Oc- 
tober, joined the NAB headquar- 
ters staff last week as editorial as- 
sistant to President Justin Miller 
[BROADCASTING, Dec. 13]. Miss 
Inglis is associate professor of so- 
ciology at the university and is 
author of Freedom of the Movies, 
part of the Hutchins Commission 
on Freedom of the Press. 
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