
NAB, TBA Mull 
Proposal to Merge 
Meeting Results in Agreement 
On Many Basic Problems 
DEFINITE progress in the effort 
of NAB and Television Broad- 
casters Assn. to work out a com- 
mon operation was made last 
Wednesday as committees of the 
two groups met at the Waldorf - 
Astoria Hotel, New York. 

Though the whole project is still 
in the exploratory stage, the two 
groups found themselves in agree- 
ment on many basic problems in- 
volved in a merger. Proposed solu- 
tions to some of these problems 
were offered. They are being 
studied and will be taken up at a 
second meeting within a month. 

TBA spokesmen agreed with 
NAB members that all broadcast- 
ers must maintain "a continuously 
unified front" on many basic regu- 
latory, legislative and operating 
issues. However, they explained 
that TV broadcasters have spe- 
cial problems and are anxious to 
wage a promotional campaign of 
a type not suited to overall trade 
association operation. 

Among ideas discussed was set- 
ting up of a TV Division within 
NAB [CLOSED CIRCUIT, Aug. 30]. 
Already NAB has given thought 
to amending its by -laws to accom- 
modate TV and FM divisions. 
These divisions would have auton- 
omy on matters of special interest 
and TV members would share 
NAB's industrywide services. 

If NAB and TBA spokesmen 
come close to an agreement at the 
next meeting, plans for a merger 
could be submitted to the two as- 
sociation boards for action. The 
NAB board meets in mid- Novem- 
ber. - 

Shafto Chairman 
G. Richard Shafto, WIS Colum- 

bia, S. C., an NAB director for 
medium stations, is chairman of 
the NAB board's By -Laws Com- 
mittee and served on the NAB 
group at the Wednesday meeting. 
Other NAB conferees were A. D. 
Willard Jr., executive vice presi- 
dent, at whose invitation the meet- 
ing was held; Harry Bartñister. 
WWJ -TV Detroit, chairman of the 
NAB board Television Advisory 
Committee, and Clair McCollough, 
WGAL Lancaster, Pa., also an 
NAB board member. 

The TBA group included J. R. 
Poppele, WOR New York, TBA 
president; Will Baltin; TBA secre- 
tary- treasurer; G. Emerson Mark- 
ham, WRGB Schenectady; Law- 
rence Phillips, DuMont Television 
Network. 

The New York meeting was an 
outgrowth of a meeting held last 
month in Chicago by television 
broadcasters within NAB and 
President Justin Miller, followed 
by a meeting of the NAB board's 
TV group [BROADCASTING, Aug. 
16]. 
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TALENT MERGER 
DEVELOPMENT of a merger for 
unions is being studied by officials 
ganizations following the action of 
endorsing the amalgamation idea. 

The closely -linked issues of a 
talent union merger and establish- 
ment of a working television code 
were top subjects during the con- 
vention, held at the Somerset 
Hotel, Boston, Aug. 26 -29. Both 
topics were discussed and studied 
at length by more than 100 dele- 
gates representing 25 AFRA lo- 
cals; no conclusive action was 
taken on either. 

Although actual merger of the 
ten unions already loosely united 
within the Assn. of Actors and 
Artists of America (4 A's) still 
remains to be implemented, the 
convention went on record unani- 
mously as favoring such amalga- 
mation in principle. 

The merger resolution, intro- 
duced by the powerful New York 
delegation, was one of three al- 
ternate plans formulated earlier 
this summer by a committee rep- 
resenting the component 4A 
unions. Consensus of delegates 
present was that any merger plan 
eventually put into practice will 
combine important elements of all 
three, including the establishment 
of an international board to sit 
in New York, and regional boards 
in Chicago and Los Angeles, and 
the setting up of a single -card 
membership system whereby many 
of the complications involving 
members active in several fields 
such as radio, television, films, and 
theatre could be eliminated. 

TV Key to Merger 
Television is understood to be 

the key to the urgency behind 
AFRA's strenuous efforts to ex- 
pedite a merger. It will be re- 

Other Unions Study 
AFRA -Backed Idea 

mula satisfactory to all radio talent 
of AFRA, the 4A's and other or- 
AFRA's 9th annual convention in 

membered that AFRA's executive 
secretary, George Heller, is also 
chairman of the 4A's joint video 
committee. AFRA members gen- 
erally feel that such action now is 
essential to prevent the occurrence 
of more such jurisdictional 
squabbles as the one between 
NABET and IATSE which for a 
time threatened to hamper the 
opening of WJZ -TV. 

Other Unions' Action 
Along this line, it is thought 

possible that other allied unions 
not affiliated with 4A's, including 
such technical groups as NABET 
and IATSE, and other talent 
unions such as the Radio Writers 
Guild and the Radio and Television 
Directors Guild, may get a bid to 
join in the merger. 

The convention agreed that the 
contemplated merger would also 
be striking a blow at the Taft - 
Hartley law, in that the unifica- 
tion thus provided would greatly 
strengthen the hands of all mem- 
ber unions in fighting the legisla- 
tion. 

A progress report by A. Frank 
Reel, AFRA's assistant executive 
secretary, disclosed that the union 
has closed 16 first -time station con- 
tracts and established ten addi- 
tional chapters and locals since 
the last AFRA convention. 

Clayton Collyer, radio's "Super- 
man," was elected president of 
AFRA succeeding Ken Carpenter, 
who was not a candidate this year, 
in a morning session on Sunday, 
final day of the convention. The 
following were elected vice presi- 
dents in this numerical order: 

FIRST 15 PROGRAM HOOPERS -Aug. 30 Report 
No. of 

Program Sta- 
tions 

Sponsor 8 Agency Hooper- 
acing 

YEAR AGO 
Hooper 
ating - Pos. 

Take it or Leave it 162 Eveshorp (Biow) 11.2 10.1 -1.1 2 
Stop The Music 171 Lorillard (1.8M), Swerl (Maxon) 

(Average) Speidel Co. (CIO) 10.5 
Horace Heidt 161 Philip Morris (Biow) 9.7 

___ __ 

Break The Bank 195 Bristol Myers (DCS) 9.4 7.8 +1.6 10 
Suspense 161 Auto -Lite (Newell -Emmett) 9.3 6.9 +2.4 19 
Big Story 162 Am. Cig. 8 Cigar (SSCBB) 9.0 8.2 +0.8 7 
This Is Your F.B.I. 251 Equit. Life Assurance (W8L) 8.9 8.0 +0.9 8 
Crime Photographer 163 Toni Co. Div. Gillette (FCBB) 8.8 7.1 +1.7 15 
Fat Man 173 Norwich Pharmacal (Gumbinner) 8.5 6.7 +1.8 22 
Adv. of Sam Spade 162 Wildraot Co. (BBDO) 8.3 7.8 +0.5 9 
Mr. Keen 146 Whitehall Pharm. (DFS) 8.1 
Adv. of Thin Man 149 Pabst Sales Co. (W8L) 8.1 4.4 +3.7 61 
Mr. 8 Mrs. North 151 Colgate -Palm -Peet (S8M) 8.1 6.5 +1.6 24 
We The People 119 Gulf Oil (YUR) 8.1 5.7 -+ -2.4 39 
Mr. Chameleon 138 Sterling Drug (DFS) 7.6 -_ 

FIRST MEETING of new NAB Non -Net- 
work Affiliated Stations Committee was 
held last week [story page 211. Attending 
were (I to r): C. E. Arney Jr., NAB sec- 
retary- treasurer; Patt McDonald, WHHM 
Memphis; Melvin Drake, WDGY Minne- 
apolis; Lawrence W. McDowell, KFOX 
Long Beach, Calif.; Calvin J. Smith, KFAC 
Los Angeles, board liaison member; Pete 
Schloss, WWSW Pittsburgh; Ted Cott, 
WNEW New York, chairman; Howard 
Lane, WJJD Chicago, liaison member; 
David Baylor, WJMO Cleveland; A. D. 
Wi'lard Jr., NAB executive vice presi- 
dent; Robert Maynard, WSVS Crewe, Va. 

Virginia Payne, Knox Manning, 
William Gavin, Evelyn Freyman 
and Nelson Case. Norman Field 
was named recording secretary 
and Harry Elders treasurer. 

Mr. Case, one of AFRA's new 
vice presidents, said he thought 
the convention was "one of the 
most successful and harmonious 
of any in recent years." The union's 
1949 national conclave will be held 
in San Francisco. 

Fifth Network Plans 
Still Go Forward 
MOVEMENT to organize a fifth 
nationwide network is going for- 
ward as planned, according to 
George Roesler, sales manager of 
the project. Discussion of the proj- 
ect was scheduled Friday in Chi- 
cago. The network is titled Radio 
America. 

According to Mr. Roesler, Ru- 
dolph J. Fjellstrom and Charles 
J. Husband, who were sentenced to 
serve prison terms on charges of 
violating the California Corporate 
Securities Act [BROADCASTING, 
Aug. 30], had no connection with 
Radio America at any time. He 
explained they were involved in a 
North American Broadcasting 
proposition, one of three "fifth net- 
works" allegedly started by Paul 
M. Titus, also sentenced to prison. 

Stock sold in California was not 
Radio America stock, Mr. Roesler 
said, and no one now in Radio 
America was ever associated pre- 
viously in any of Mr. Titus' enter- 
prises. 

Radio America halted activities 
for several months because of dis- 
agreement among backers of the 
$6,000,000 project with operations 
of Mr. Titus and desire to await 
outcome of legal proceedings, Mr. 
Roesler continued. 

Only stock sold by Radio Ameri- 
ca, he added, was common stock 
approved by the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission and used only 
for operational and promotional 
expenses. 
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