
lectronic Age' 
Seen by Sarnoff 
P st -War to Bring Amazing 
N w Radio Developments 
J ST AS World War I stimulated 
de elopment of broadcasting, which 
ha flourished into a "billion- dollar 
in ustry employing hundreds of 
th usands of persons," so is World 
W r II destined to bring develop - 
m is in electronics which are 
"b and to revolutionize the older 
systems and methods ". So stated 
Co . David Sarnoff, president of 
RIA and NBC Board Chairman, 
no on active duty with the Sig - 
na Corps, in an appearance on 
Th Army Hour July 5. 

ddressing a class of trained - 
tec nician graduates at Camp 
M rphy, Fla., newest post of the 
Sisnal Corps, Col. Sarnoff pointed 
to the important opportunity for 
me to serve their country in the 
Si:nal Corps. Wherever armed 
for es go, Signal Corps soldiers 
mu -t accompany them to keep open 
the lines of communication under 
all onditions. Aside from this, Col. 
Sa.noff said that when victory :s 
finally achieved "we must look for - 
wa d to a world at peace which will 
nee to be reconstructed ". He con - 
tin ed: 

Things to Come 
" ew industries and new serv- 

ice will demand trained men who 
can meet civilian needs in the post - 
wa period. The first World War 
sti ulated the development of the 
rad o, telephone and new receiving 
me ods upon which was built a 
ne art of broadcasting. In our 
cou try alone, broadcasting has 
flou ished into a billion -dollar In- 
dus ry, employing hundreds of 
tho sands of persons. The present 
wa is stimulating the development 
of levision, ultra -high frequency 
corn unications and the whole field 
of : ectronics, which are bound to 
rev.1utionize the older systems and 
met ods and create new opportu- 
niti s after the war. 

" e have entered a new age in 
scie tific development which the 
fut e historians may describe as 
the electronic age. Just as our 
fathers and their fathers lived to 
see any things electrified, so the 
you g man of today may see many 
thin :.s electronized. Practical train- 
ing the Signal Corps during this 
war will equip men to take ad- 
van age of these opportunities in a 
bett =r world that should compen- 
sate us for our present sacrifices." 
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. Sarnoff entered active serv- 
ith the Signal Corps on June 
r several weeks, on special as- 
ent of Maj. Gen. Dawson 
ad, Chief Signal Officer. He 
of the highest ranking re- 

officers of the Corps and is 
ber of the Advisory Council 
Chief Signal Officer, created 
our entry in the war. 

, Moose Jaw, Sask., has been 
from 1220 kc. to 800 kc., ac- 
to the Radio Branch, Depart - 

f Transport, Ottawa. 

Signal Corps Purchases 
Rea ch 2 Millions Daily 
DAILY more than $2,000,000 worth 
of radio and communications equip- 
ment and apparatus is passing final 
acceptance tests of the Signal 
Corps, the War Department an- 
nounced last Thursday. This repre- 
sents a virtual doubling of the flow 
of communications materiel over 
the previous corresponding period 
of one and a half months, accord- 
ing to Maj. Gen. Dawson Olmstead, 
chief signal officer of the Army. 

The War Department also an- 
nounced that the Signal Corps, 
during the past month, awarded 
contracts aggregating $1,000,000; 
000 for radio apparatus and other 
signal devices and appropriations 
for the procurement of such appa- 
ratus has amounted to approxi- 
mately four billions since July 1, 
1940. 

A considerable portion of the ra- 
dio apparatus and equipment pro- 
cured by the Signal Corps, it was 
said, is for the Army Air Forces 
and the Army's Armored Force. 
Radio devices supplied by the Sig- 
nal Corps, it was added, are on 
American Flying Fortresses and 
fighter planes. 

ELECTRON MICROSCOPE, re- 
cently perfected by RCA Labora- 
tories scientists [BROADCASTING, 
July 6], is the result of years of 
research by Dr. James Hillier (fore- 
ground), Dr. V. K. Zworykin and 
Richard L. Snyder (standing) with 
the cooperation of other RCA scien- 
tists. The new device scans and 
makes a picture of metal surfaces 
in detail never before possible. 

Army Hour Tops Sunday Daytime Field; 
Reaches 38% of Available Listeners 
DURING the three months of its 
existence, the Army Hour on NBC 
has maintained an average audi- 
ence of 38% of all available listen- 
ers, according to an announcement 
last week by the Radio Branch of 
the War Dept.'s public relations di- 
vision. 

Furthermore, Hooper ratings 
since the prograam's inception 
establish the Hour as the highest 
ranking regularly -scheduled Sun- 
day daytime program. Only two 
special events -addresses by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and Prime Minister 
Churchill -have topped the Hour. 

Analysis of the statistics on list- 
ening shows that the program has 
built an audience of its own since 
it actually increases listening over 
the NBC network when it comes on 
the air at 3:30 (EWT) every Sun- 
day afternoon. Baseball's effect on 
listening has been apparent, but 
the program has still its premier 
position, survey shows. 

Within the country the program 
is carried by some 115 stations 
and shortwaved to the world by six 
other stations. In addition to the 
regular broadcast time, an increas- 
ing number of stations have been 
transcribing the program for re- 
broadcast at a more suitable time 
for the listeners of their area. 

As a service to war workers un- 
able to hear the program at its 
scheduled time, many stations have 
been offering transcriptions to the 
factories which they may present 
over the plant's public address 
system at convenient times like 
lunch hour and rest periods. 

Entertainment, as such, has had 
no place in the Army Hour format. 
Its personalities are the men of the 
Army -the soldier in training, and 
the fighting man on foreign fields. 
Each week the soldiers -privates, 

non -corns and commissioned men 
alike- describe the diverse ways of 
beating the enemy. 

To present its material, the 
Army has literally reached across 
the globe for pickups from Aus- 
tralia, London, Chungking, Moscow, 
Cairo, Hawaii. 

Eyewitness accounts of fighting 
on various fronts have already in- 
cluded the stories of the men on 
Bataan, a direct message from 
Brig. Gen. Claire Chennault, com- 
mander of the Flying Tigers, Brig. 
Gen. Jimmy Doolittle's description 
of the Tokyo bombing and the per- 
sonal observations of aviators who 
bombed the Japs at Midway. 

Good Mail Response 
Mail response to the program has 

been heavy. For example, Lt. Col. 
Warren J. Clear's personal observa- 
tions on Bataan, which included the 
trench -dogma that, "there are no 
atheists in foxholes," attracted 
more than 1,600 letters plus an- 
other 400 pieces of mail on a sub- 
sequent broadcast. Another stirring 
sequence which attracted a con- 
siderable mail response was the 
unedited transcript of the last min- 
ute wireless messages sent by Sgt. 
Irving Strobing, wireless operator 
at Ft. Mills, in the hours before the 
fall of Corregidor. 

In general, fan mail has been 
lavish in its praise of the program 
or a particular portion of a pro- 
gram. Some persons write to find 
out when a certain Army post will 
be heard from and whether their 
sons will participate in such a 
broadcast. Most others write to 
obtain information from personnel 
returned from a particular front 
in the hope of getting some new 
word about members of the family, 
engaged there. 

War Law Changes 
Requested By Fly 
A PROPOSED bill to amend the 
Communications Act to remove ob- 
stacles to the effective prosecution 
of the war, dealing almost entirely 
with non -broadcasting matters, was 
submitted to Speaker Rayburn of 
the House last week by BWC -FCC 
Chairman James Lawrence Fly. 

The documents, including a cov- 
ering letter and the proposed 
amendments and statement of rea- 
sons, were referred to the House 
Interstate & Foreign Commerce 
Committee, but certain aspects of 
the proposals, it is understood, may 
also be considered by the House 
Merchant Marine & Fisheries 
Committee. 

Chairman Fly said that the 
Board of War Communications had 
been informed by the Bureau of the 
Budget there was no objection to 
submission of the legislation. The 
proposed bill would provide that 
during continuance of the war and 
for six months afterward, the 
President or such agencies as he 
designates waive compliance with 
or modify or suspend in whole or 
in part the operation of the pro- 
visions of the Act specified. 

Section 318 Affected 
The only proposed change ap- 

pearing to have any bearing on 
broadcasting relates to Section 318 
of the Act. This imposes the re- 
quirement that operation of all 
transmitting apparatus entailing a 
station license shall be carried on 
only by persons holding an opera- 
tor's license. Since aliens may not 
under the law receive an operator's 
license, it is impossible for Latin 
Americans or other friendly aliens 
to engage in radio operation in 
this country. 

It was pointed out that there al- 
ready is a shortage of operating 
personnel for maintenance of sta- 
tions and that it may become desir- 
able, in cases where no citizens are 
readily available, for the services 
of suitably trained nationals of 
friendly nations to be utilized dur- 
ing the war emergency. Such a 
policy, it was stated, would result 
in the employment of the skill and 
manpower of the allied nations. 

Temporary relaxation of the cit- 
izenship requirements, Congress 
was told, could more adequately be 
safeguarded by conditions, if ac- 
complished by executive order, 
than by legislation affecting out- 
right repeal or amendment of the 
statute. 

Other proposed changes related 
to common carrier, ship -to- shore, 
and military communications re- 
mote from the broadcasting field. 

WWL Honors Priest 
SEVERAL hundred New Orleans 
business men attended a testimonial 
dinner recently honoring Rev. Francis 
A. Cavey, S.J., faculty director of 
WWL, and two other Jesuit priests 
on the 25th anniversary of their or- 
dination. Al J. Cummings, WWL 
auditor, was a principal speaker. 
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