
Favorable R e p o r I: 

On Food-Drug Bill' 
Expected Shortly 
F i n a l S e n a t e H e a r i n g s S t a r t ; 
NAB Favors Revis ions 
STRIPPED of every provision se-
riously objectionable to advertis-

. ing. media, but still regarded as 
deficient by proprietary groups, 
the thrice-revised Copeland (nee 
Tugwell) food, drugs, and cos-
metics bill was the subject of final 
hearings before the Senate Com-
merce Committee as BROADCASTING 
went to press. Begun Feb. 27, the 
hearings were expected to last 
about four days, with the likeli-
hood that the measure will be re-
ported favorably to the Senate 
shortly thereafter. 

The bill, reintroduced in the 
Senate Feb. 19 as S. 2800- is iden-
tical with the committee print of 
the revised Copeland measure, 
which was analyzed in the Feb. 15 
issue of BROADCASTING with re-
spect to amended provisions. Bear-
ing the endorsement of President 
Roosevelt as well as the approval 
of Prof. Rexford G. Tugwell, as-
sistant Secretary of Agriculture, 
who conceived the original legisla-
tion, the measure is expected to 
pass, possibly with few additional 
changes. 

NAB Favors Changes 

WITH the food grading provisions 
eliminated and' advertising re-
sponsibilities tempered so as to 
relieve the medium of responsi-
bility, little serious objection is in-
dicated on this score. The NAB 
was prepared, through its manag-
ing director, Philip G. Loucks, and 
its legislative committee chairman, 
Henry A. Bellows, CBS Washing-
ton vice president, to inform the 
committee that, in principle, it 
favored the bill, but would like t a 
see certain provisions adjusted and 
rewritten to preclude any possibil-
ity of misapplication or miscon-
struction by the enforcing author-
ities. 

Chairman Stephens (D.), of 
Miss., of the Senate committee, 
author of a bill proposed as a sub-
stitute to the Copeland measure, 
feels that there has been so much 
controversy about the legislation 
that final hearings should be held, 
even though presidential endorse-
ment has been given it. The com-
mittee is desirous of knowing what 
objections to the measure still 
exist, and does not seek recom-
mendations for new legislation. 
As the hearings opened, more than 
100 individuals and organizations 
had requested opportunity to be 
heard, but it was likely that most 
of the arguments" would be pre-
sented as briefs. 

Publishers Satisfied 

THE ARRANGEMENT was for 
presentation of arguments in five 
separate categories, namely, foods, 
drugs, cosmetics, advertising and 
general. It was hoped that one or 
two spokesmen would be desigy 
nated for each group in order tc 
conserve time. 

Because of the drastic revision 
of the advertising phases of the 
bill, under which the manufacturer, 
rather than the medium, is held 
responsible for false and mislead-
ing advertisements, and because of 
the elimination of the commodity 

E THIEVES RESPOND 
s Numismatic Co. (Coi 

Makes Debuf on WBAL 
y 

Wo Baltimore, claims that it 
produces fesults—even if they are 
contrary to the laws of organized 
society. Here are the facts; draw 
your own ' conclusions: 

The Numismatic Company of 
Texas, Fort W.orth (rare coins), 

i recently broadcast its first pro-
t gram in the Baltimore area over 
1 WBAL. The program was staged 
i by studio talent and in dramatic 
; form. 

Within 24 hours the Baltimore 
i police reported the strange disap-

pearance of a rare coin collection 
valued at f 1,500, the first theft of 
this nature in Baltimore since 1013. 

í And so . . 

! grading provisions, it is reported 
! that the advertising committees of 
¡ the National Publishers Associa-
| tion and the National Editorial As-
i sociation have informed the Senate 
| committee that they have no fur-
! ther objections to those provisions 
i of the measure. 

The broadcasting i n d u s t r y , 
! vitally interested in the measure 
¡ because the commodity groups af-
i fected by the legislation provided 
| about one-third of radio's total 
j revenue, considers two or three of 
| the provisions in the revised meas-
; ure as unnecessarily broad or 
j stringent. 

House Marks Time 
! APPARENTLY awaiting Senate 
¡action, the House has done noth-
ing with the several food, drugs 
and cosmetics measures beyond re-
ferring them to appropriate com-
mittees. - Rep. Jenckes (D.), of 
Ind., on Feb. 14 introduced in the 
House a measure conforming 
closely with the revised Copeland-

;Tugwell bill. 
The national networks were 

¡drawn into the Copeland-Tugwell 
.bill controversy by their refusal 
to allow time to the newly created 
Joint Committee for Sound and 
Democratic Consumer Legislation 
to voice its: opposition to the legis-
lation. The time originally was 
sought over NBC by Benton & 
fiowles, New York agency, for 
John W. Darr, secretary of the 
committee, but was refused on the 
¿round that the subject was too 
controversial and that the estab-
lished policy is to discourage such 
provocative! discussions in regular 
commercials programs because the 
practice might become widespread 
and have the tendency of , depreci-
ating interest in such programs as 
•v̂ ell as 'raise other complications 
sfich as giving equal time to oppo-
nents of the views expressed. Am-
ple time, it was pointed out, is 
afforded over networks and sta-
tions for discussion of public topics 
ill sustáining programs. 

In a formal statement following 
tlje incident. Mr. Darr said his or-
ganization did not blame NBC "for 
tr.vine to protect itself against 
possible bureaucratic reprisal." 

"However," Mr. Darr asserted, 
"" refusal, with that of CBS in 

¿similar instance, illustrates the 
| t point we are trying to make, 

"ice the fact that these 
cases MdTSaie the invisible hand of 
bureaucracy r e a c h i n g out for 
power and control even before leg-
islation is bn the statute books." 

"Voice of Experience," 
Sponsored by Wasey Co., 
Gets 3 , 0 0 0 Letters Daily 
ONE of the most successful fea-
tures on the air in 1933 was the 
sociological lecturer known only as 
the Voice of Experience. Eight 
years ago he was traveling over 
the country speaking on small, ob-
scure stations. During these eight 
years he has received more than 
two million letters from his lis-
teners. 

Af ter breaking his fan mail rec-
ord on 40 local stations, the Voice 
broadened his scope with a series 
of sustaining programs on WOR, 
Newark. Sensing the appeal of 
his question-and-answer broadcast, 
Wasey Products, New York, took 
over his sponsorship for Zomo, 
Musterole, Haleys M-O a n d 
Kreml. 

His success in the metropolitan 
district was so pronounced that 
af ter nine months he was trans-
ferred to a national network. The 
program is now heard seven times 
a week over a coast-to-coast CBS 
network. His mail runs well over 
3,000 letters a day, including 
everything from simple questions 
as to martial problems to confes-
sions of crime. 

Briefly, this is his background: 
Ambitious for a career in surgery 
he earned his way through medical 
school playing the organ until an 
auto accident so injured his hands 
that he was shunted from both pur-
suits. He turned to the study of 
sociology and its sister study, psy-
chology, in schools and in the field. 

Out of the thousands of letters 
he receives he picks those problems 
which have an universal appeal 
and in simple, straightforward 
language he attempts to solve the 
problem, drawing upon his ipast 
experiences. 5 

State Heads Felicitate 
W O R on 12 th Birthday 
WOR, Newark, celebrated its 
twelfth birthday on Feb. 23 with a 
special hour and a half program, 
during which congratulatory mes-
sages were read from Postmaster 
General James A. Farley, Radio 
Commission Chariman Sykes, Gov. 
A. Harry Moore of New Jersey, 
Gov. Herbert H. Lehman of New 
York, Gov. •Gifford Pinchot of 
Pennsylvania, Gov. Albert C. 
Ritchie of Maryland, Mayor F. H. 
LaGuardia of New York and Davidt 
Sarnoff, president of RCA. 

Western Union offices throughout 
the metropolitan area displayed a 
special "jumbo" facsimile of the 
telegram from Governor Moore, 
containing also a picture of WOR's 
transmitter at Kearney, and an in-
set of Alfred J. McCosker, presi-
dent. 

Selinger Resigns . 
HENRY SELINGER, for the last 
three years head of the radio de-
partment of Lord & Thomas, Chi-
cago, has resigned. He left the 
agency Feb. 15, a t which time he 
declared he would take a short va-
cation. His plans are not known. 
Mr. Selinger joined Lord & Thomas 
in 1931 and organized its radio 
department in Chicago. He was 
f o r m e r l y manager of WGN, 
Chicago. 

Big Drug Sponsor 
Hits Code Proposal 
COUNSEL for the Katz Drug Co., 
of Kansas City, Mo., a large middle 
western radio advertiser, has an-
nounced it will oppose strenuously 
a proposed substitute for the bit-
terly contested "loss-leader" provi-
sion of the retail drug code on the 
ground that it will greatly increase 
prices in large drug stores, depart-
ment stores and chain drug stores. 

Myron Mejvin Cohen, of counsel,' 
said his clients will attack the pro-
vision in the courts if it is approved 
by NRA Administrator Hugh S. 
Johnson. He also criticised Dep-
uty Administrator Arthur D, 
Whiteside for his handling of the 
retail drug code. 

The provision which the Katz 
Drug Company is opposing would 
not allow any drug retailer "to sell 
drugs, medicine;;, cosmetics, toilet 
preparations or drug sundries ata 
price below the lowest price pub-
lished or openly quoted for any 
such product in dozen lots by any 
wholesaler to retailers in the par-
ticular trading area, f ree goods or 
other premiums or gif ts to be con-
sidered pro-rata in arriving at such 
prices." 

Rebroadcasts of KPO 
Schedule by KGO Clear 
CONSISTENTY clear rebroadcast-
ing of the programs of KPO, San 
Francisco, by KGA, Spokane, 
Wash., is being carried on for sev-
eral hours nightly on regular sched-
ule. The Spokane station recently 
leased by NBC to Louis ! Wasmer, 
who also operates KHQ, Spokane, 
picks up the 50 kw. KPO broad-
casts f rom the latter 's clear chan-
nel of 680 kc. and feeds! the pro-
grams frequently under local spon-
sorship to the Spokane audience on 
the KGA wave length of • 1470 kc. 

Permission of KPO and the Ra-
dio Commission for these; rebroad-
casts, unusual because thére is no 
short wave relay and because the 
KGA pickup is practically never 
disturbed by distortions, was read- ¡ 
ily granted. According to KGA r 
operators, the link is superior to 
the conventional wire hookup. 

Announcers Organize 
THE NATIONAL Announcers As-
sociation has been formed within 
the NBC headquarters in San 
Francisco, members of the an-
nouncing -staff electing as officers 
Nelson Case, p r e s i d e n t ; Paul 
Gates, v ice p r e s i d e n t ; Buddy 
Twiss, secretary - t reasurer; and 
Sid Goodwin and Richard Ellers, f 
executive council. Association offi-
cials say that they are not organ-
ized as a union but are merely 
grouped together to ask the net-
work for a raise in salaries when 
they are given spot announcements 
to make. 

Reversals Reduced 
THE PACIFIC Telephone and 
Telegraph Co. has notified NBC in 
San Francisco that reversals on 
all sections of the network which 
previously were effected in 30 sec-
onds are to be made on a 15-second 
basis. This includes all sections 
of the Pacific coast network from 
Los Angeles to Spokane and trans-
continental facilities. 

Radio—Press Arrangement Stirs Dissension 
West Coast Stations and Yankee Network to Gather Own News; 
Dill Attacks Agreement Which Is Effective March 1 
IN AN atmosphere of controversy 
rather than harmony, the Radio-
P r e s s Bureau created by the Pub-
lishers National Radio Committee 
to supply news bulletins to net-
works and stations began opera-
tions March 1. Simultaneously, 
however, a radio news-gathering 
organization for cooperative news 
exchanges among independent sta-
tions also planned to get under way 
as a substitute for the news serv-
ices taken from them under the 
press "program." 

The Radio Press Bureau began 
s u n n l y i n g i t ' s s e r v i c e t o t w o n a -
tional networks and to an undeter-
mined numbér of independent sta-
tions, offering twice-daily service 
of approximately 20 bulletins of 30 
words each, to make up a five 
minute broadcast. No announce-
ment was forthcoming from James 
W. Barrett, head of the Bureau, as 
to the number of subscribing sta-
tions. 

News Agency Launched 

MEANWHILE, the project started 
by KFI, Los Angeles, for a coopera-
tive radio press association, was re-
ported by BROADCASTING'S Pacific 
coast correspondent as ready to be-
gin operations. In New England, 
the Yankee Network, of which John 
Shepard, III is president, an-
nounced it had organized its own 
news service to function a f te r 
March 1. I t was to be tied into 
the KFI organization for news ex-
changes. Mr. Shepard announced 
he created his organization because 
he was "dissatisfied" with the re-
strictions under the "program" 
agreed to by the Publishers' conv 
mittee with the major networks. 

One important point about which 
question has been raised—that re-
garding local news broadcasts on 
unlimited scale in cooperation with 
local newspapers—apparently has 
been settled. The press-network 
understanding, it now is admitted 
by certain of the press associations, 
does not cover such broadcasts. 
Moreover, it now appears clear 
that numerous independent news-
papers will not adhere to the letter 
of the "program," and will con-
tinue to maintain their arrange-
ments with stations regarding news 
broadcasts, with some modifications 

' of news content. 
On this score, it is learned tha t 

William Randolph Hearst has dis-
patched the following message to 
his, publishers, practically all of 
whom , have highly satisfactory 
affiliations with stations: 

"Please don't discontinue usual 
broadcast periods. I am sure you 
can adapt yourselves to new broad-
cast regulations. It is imperative 
that you continue any news broad-
casts that you have had but in 
modified , form. However, if you 
find regulations too drastic, -we can 
secure some modifications. But it 
would be a great mistake to sus-
pend news broadcasting entirely." 

These developments c o u p l e d 
with the fact tha t a t least two news 
"ticker" services now are set up 
which could be readily converted 

into rad o news distributing agen-
cies, tend to bear out predictions 
that the 
not be 
terms. 

radio-press agreement will 
acceptable in its present 
he cooperative radio-press 

both 
their a u< 
the air 
rangeme 
Similar 
made b 

association plan also has its short-
comings, but is regarded now as 
more of a stop-gap arrangement 
than a finished product. 

On the Pacific coast, where news 
broadcasts have been most popu-

KFI and KNX promised 
iences that they will be on 
is usual through new ar-
ils for news gathering, 
commitments have been 

the Yankee network to 
their listeners. 

Carl Haverlin, commercial man-
ager of JKFI, said the following 
stations have joined in the cooper-
ative organization: KFI, KNX, 
KGFJ ahd KECA, Los Angeles; 
KJBS, Sán Francisco; KDYL, Salt 
Lake City; K F E L and KFXF, 

KSTP, St. Paul, and the 
network, exclusive of 

Hartford. A meeting of 
rle, president of KNX, 
Hubbard, manager of 

ijd Mr. Shepard was tenta-
for the week of Feb. 26 

go, ,to go over the entire 

Denver; 
Yankee 
WDRC, 
Guy Ea i 
Stanley 
KSTP an|c 
tively set 
in Chicaj 
situation. 

The cooperative plan was for the 
stations :o be linked by teletype, 
each covering its own terri tory 
through local reporters and each 

feeding into the printer system. 
This news was to be supplemented 
by reports from bureaus or corre-
spondents in New York, Washing-
ton and Chicago. 

Costs To Be Prorated 

FINANCIAL details were unar-
ranged as BROADCASTING went to 
press, but the plan was to assess 
each station a prorata share of the 
cost of maintaining service with 
the hope that a sufficient number 
of independent stations would be 
aliened to keep individual costs low. 
KNX, it is reported, has secured 
rights on a foreign press associa-
tion skelton service to be cabled to 
New York—presumably the same 
service CBS surrendered when it 
terminated operation of Columbia 

. News Service. KNX also has ar-
ranged to take the Dow-Jones 
Ticker service, operated by the 
W A L L STREET J O U R N A L , w h i c h n o t 
only covers financial news but sup-
plies bulletins on general news. 
This same service, it is understood, 
has been offered other stations. 

The cooperative plan places no 
restrictions as to sponsorship of 
news broadcasts. The cooperative 
group has not been incorporated, 
but later may be organized under 
the name Radio. News Association. 
Jose Rodriguez, former Los An-
geles newspaper man, is editor. 

JUSTICE ON THE AIR—George H. Cabaniss, assistant district attorney 
(right), tilking with Municipal Judge George H. Steiger before the 
KJBS microphone which carries thrice weekly broadcasts from the San 
Francisco court room. 

ESTABLISHING a precedent in 
San Francisco, KJBS on Feb. 19 
began a direct broadcast from the 
municipal courtrooms of Judge 
George H. Steiger, g'oing on the 
air from 10:30 to 11 a .m. every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
The arrangements were made' by 
Ralph Brunton, station manager 
and membér of Julius Brunton and 
Sons, station operators. 

The KJBS microphone is set up 
on the judge's bench, and His 
Honor, as Iwell as the prosecuting 
and defense attorneys, and even 

Mr. Earl, engaged actively ii| or-
ganization of the service, is j for-
m e r p u b l i s h e r o f t h e L o s A N G E L E S 
E X P R E S S . ¡ 

So f a r as is known, none oí the 
sponsored news features on ¿oast 
stations will be discontinued, j Mr. 
Haverlin said that the Richfield 
Reporter, among the most popular 
of those features, may continue to 
be fed to the NBC-KGO network 
from the news service rather than 
turn it into an interpretative ¡pro-
gram in accordance with the radio-
press association understanding. 

Yanks' Network Plan 
MR SHEPARD announced in con-
nection with the formation of his 
news organization, that Dick (¡rant, 
formerly with the BOSTON T R A N -
SCRIPT and for the last year polit-' 
ical news commentator for the 
Yankee Network, heads his organi-
zation. His staff, he said, will op-
erate 24 hours a day and \yill fu r -
nish material for broadcasts from 
7:15 a. m.'to 11 p. m. He said the 
network had no quarrel with the 
four Boston newspapers - which 
have broadcast over the station 
for several years, jand regretted 
that the radio-press agreement had 
forced them to curtail news broad-
casts to an "unsatisfactory degree." 
The stations in the hetwork which 
will carry the news broadcasts are 
WNAC, and WAAB, Boston; 
WEAN; Pro v i d e A c e ; WICC, 
Bridgeport-New HaWn; WORC, 
Worcester; WMAS,i Springfield; 
WLBZ, Bangor; WFEA, Man-
chester, and WNBH, >iew Bedford, 
Mass.' The only Yaikee network 
affiliate declining the service was 
WDRC. 

Commenting on th i press-radio 
agreement, Mr. Shepard said: 

"It seems to me that any station 
which had been broadca: ting ¡i greater 
amount of news throng i the coopera-

tion with local newspapers than is to 
he allowed under the 
service, is definitely ag 
tail its service to the p 
comes a party, to the rad 
inent. Therefore, it is 
ments which are not in 
terest, convenience aiul 

"Of course, if a stati 
the past broadcast any 
inability to make agree 
local paper such static 

the defendant, are given brief 
time on the air. A technician is 
constantly on the alert in the 
courtroom to cut out anything con-
sidered improper for the. radio 
audience. 

San Francisco newspapers gave 
the innovation considerable pub-
licity, carrying pictures of the 
judge and courtroom spectators 
and using sizeable stories. None 
protested, but Hearst 's CALL-BUL-
LETIN quoted other judges and 
civic officials on the ictea, some of 
them favorable and other unfavor-
able, with results about 50-50. 

plan of wire 
•eeing to cur-
iblic as it l)e-
io-press agree-
imiking agree-
tfie public in-
íecessj/tiy. 
on lias not in 
news through 

ment with its 
n's skirts are 

clear, if they signed the agreement, 
but I personally would 1 ate to be head 
of a station making nnj agreement to 
curtail my service. I n iglit be forced 
to do it but I would not want to agree 
to do it. 

As far as we are concerned, we 
making quite elaborate plans to 

continue to carry news collected by 
ourselves and other stations over the 
Yankee network." 

Dill Attacks Program 

-AMONG the repercussions to the 
radio-press program, published . in 
full text in the Feb 15 issue of 
BROADCASTING , w a s a s p e e c h o n t h e 
floor of the Senate by Senator Dill 
(D.), of Washington, criticizing it, 
and predicting that tl e plan would 
prove a failure. Declaring he had 
been besieged with cojiplaints f rom 
listeners, he said he had no desire 
to criticize the,news* fathering or-
ganizations. l íe poin ;ed out, how-
ever, that millions of ] ieople depend 
upon news over thej radio. He 
continued: 

"I venture the prediction that this 
(Continued on page 42) 
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