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SPLIT UP? HAVE WHAM 

That's the question everyone's been asking for weeks and 
finally George Michael, talking on TV on Aspel & Company 
on March 1, admitted it. "Thre’s no point trying to tell people 

: we’re not splitting up," said George, revealing that he and 
Irew agreed to spTit about seven months ago because “what 
wanted to do when we formed the band four years ago had 

- - jn just about achieved". So they decided to record a few more 
singles, play Wembley Stadium this summer and then announce 

Things were hurried along by the sale of Whaml's management 
company, Nomis, to a bigger company, Kunick. “Some of the 
political connections began to worry me a bit, " explained George, 
apparently referring in particular to Kunick's strong links with 
South Africa. Because of these George felt obliged to leave 
Nomis as soon as possible. The only problem was that he 
couldn't get in touch with Andrew - he was racing in Monaco and 
“he hadn't left his telephone number with anybody which is fairly 
typical of Andrew" - so after a few days of trying he announced 
his decision anyway. 

What he didn't say was anything to do with Wham! splitting up 
but, because he'd acted alone, all the “news'papers assumed 
they were and proceeded to print lots of dreadful “Wham! Split 
cK^er!” stories (most of them teasing the two of them with the 

wake me up before you go-go/lm not planning on going 
solo"). Things got worse when “news"men tracked Andrew down 

"torn 6236 of the plush Loews hotel where he was staying with 
ia. They reported he was incredibly depressed and had 

lours (nothing, Bitz is sure, to do with being surrounded by a 
illion horrible ''journalists”). Apparently he shouted to them: “ 
t know what I'm going to do next. I'll probably stick to motor 

racing for a little while. As far as I'm concerned George can do 
what he likes from then on." At the end of that week, Nomis 
issued a statement saying they were still managing Andrew and 
that he would do a season's motor-racing in France then “start h 
movie career with a film to be shot in Hollywood''. 

Last week George was insisting that “there's absolutely no i 
. j two o? us" and this week he said that the two of them 

.re going to Los Angeles to record “the last Wham! single". 
They also still intend to play a large farewell concert this summer. 
As for their other plans, the second George Michael "solo" single 
(which was planned Iona before all this happened) is due out on 
March 24. It's called "A Different Colour” and is rumoured to be 
about “a beautiful woman he loved and lost". He's also going to 
record a solo album soon, though probably not for - 
1987. Before that, according to Whaml's record coi.. 
will probably be a final Wham! LP though there are, as yet, 
plans to release the live LP they recorded in China. As for 
Andrew, the record company say they'd be “delighted" if he also 

Clayton of U2 (26) 

• Reviewed or 
___0) little_______ 

“Interprets” ex-Roxy Music “ambient music” boffin Brian Eno's lyrics 
(the picture above is for the song “China My China” - geddit?). 

Bitz - being a bit pretentious and arty itself - thinks it's jolly super 
and bound to impress the neighbours snuggling there on the coffee 
table beside The Readers Digest Encyclopedia Of Everything In The 
Whole World Ever (lovingly bound In “hand-tooled" Leatherel). Only 
trouble is, £16.50 is rather a lot of dosh, so Bitz is giving av— — 
giving away five brand new copies, plus 25 copies of the matching LP 
“More Blank Than Frank”, containing the best of Eno’s earlier “works". 
The question: Which of these is a fish - a) a whale b) a shark c) a 
jellyfish d) a Chicken McNugget e) Alannah Currie? Answers on the 





Fwufffffffp!! 
i just fluttered onto the Bits “m Coo^ A piece of paper hasiust flutte 

e,T)ear Bttz.^on’Hmg’el the Pet Shop Boys competition to win 50 
'BOY' hats as worn by PSB Chris Lowe plus 50 big label' 12" 
singles of their latest self-penned vinyl outing. Love Comes 
Quickly' (culled from their upcoming debut album Please ). P.S. 
You must mention that the BOY’ hat hails from the shop Boy in 
ver Kings Road (i.e. London). Soopah.” 

Crumbs! A Pet Shop Boys competition!! For S/tzto set!!! 
Whatever next???? So here's the question: 

As everyone in the whole world knows, Nei I Tennant of The Pet 
Shop Boys used to work for this very magazine i.e. he used to 
interview pop stars. But he interviewed only one of the following 
pop toffs. Which one? 

a) Elvis Presley b) Mark Unpronounceablenameofbigcountry 
c) Prince d) Belouis Some. 

t a pet to Smash Hits Boy Hat Twingorittic Bumper 

jm excited really. It's the most exciting time for Hipsway 

IUV wee lassies chasin’ ye doon high 

eally see t/iathappening. People wouldn't want to chase me!” 
OchawaylYe--- 
"Mmn. I'm just not sure that it's little girls that buy oui --—.- 

very sure who does buy them... Mind you, I'm not saying that I wouldn’t like 
being chased. I've even given up smoking - so 1 could run faster now." 

Mmmn. Whit are ye goin' tae do noo yer (nearly) rich an' famous? 
" 1 just want to keep on making brilliant dance records, really. As many as 

possible. Mind you, I'm not sure I want to be doing this when I m forty.” 
Whit'll ye be doin’ then? 
“Sitting in a pub.. .No, I think I'll probablyown something bythen." 
Whit like? 
“Er.. .probablyachainofsupermarkets.” 
Oh. Anrye could be married. Are ye still goin' oot wi' that lassie? (Girlfriend 

extremely long-standing.) 
"Yes. She’s here at the moment actually. She isn't up yet though." 
Oooer. Less said abootfhatthe better.. .McB/tzhearsyeraprettynifty 

“ Weli, it depends. If I've got a smooth enough dance floor I'm OK." 
Can ye describe yer dancing? 
“Er.. .sortoflikeawindmill, Isuppose." 
Cor. Magic. Whit dae ye think o' Sigue “Sigue” Sputnik? 

Graham “Skin" Skinner, yer a hoot (smon). (That's quite enough from 
McBitz for one issue, thankyou-Ed.) 



STAR “STYLE” SPECIAL: 





■HI IS! up 

52ft 
Avanti: (Italian) Hurry Up, Faster, Ahead. 

Avanti: A new collection for fast dressers. 

Avanti: Don't get left behind. 

C*A 
Where value is always in fashion 







WHAT IS SIR CLIFFORD 
RICHARD DOING WITH 

THIS LOT? 
“ ^ir Cliff Richard?” 

splutters RikMayall in 

indignation. “At the very least it 
should be Sir Cliff! In fact it’s 
almost an insult just to knight 
him,” he froths. “It should be 
much more than that. Maybe 
Emperor. After all, he is ‘The 
Saviour Of The Kids’!” 

Young Ones got together with 

and roll almost single-handedly” 

practically ' revolved around him. 
' by stealing their 

title of one of 

“officially” killing themselves off 
by crashing^ a London double- 

Summer Holiday) through a 
giant poster of Sir Clifford’s face 

But they’ve just brought 
themselves back from the dead, 

ul was quite worried about how 
we were going to get on with 
Cliff, but I didn’t say‘Hello tarty 
breath’ or anything.. 

• Rik Mayall 





THE NEW ZX SPECTRUM 128 

IS A DIFFERENT MATTER 

tipi 









Matt Bianco ‘Matt Bianco’ 

Album or cassette only £5.29. 

You can pick up a copy of 

The Beat magazine free with 

any album or cassette. 

HMV 
The World’s Best Music Stores. 
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NEW SINGLE 

PHIL RAMONE 



The Class* 



mm 

Reproduced by permission Adra Music/Guinea 

On Champion Records 

sag amn’ 
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DIFFERENT LIGHT 

NEW LP AND CASSETTE 

FEATURING THE HIT SINGLE 

MANIC MONDAY 
LP-26659 CASSETTE-40-26659 

& m 



A few 
of this years 
best value ^ 

holiday spots 

\ You can choose from 
\ a huge variety of 

holidays offered 
^ by 21 major companies 

including Thomson, Blue Sky, 
Cosmos, Virgin and Intasun. 

Spend £10 or more at 
any Virgin Store and we’ll give 

you a voucher worth £50 
off a two week holiday for two? 

So.. .if you’re planning to take off 
somewhere in the next 12 months, 
start by heading for your r , 
Virgin Store-and w<' " 
take off up to £50. 

Pick up a leaflet for details, from your local Virgin Store. 



If you’ve ever been late 
you’ll know what this 

film is all about... 

I.OC.K. WISE" 
UPJOHN < 

STARTS FRIDAY MARCH 14 
WARNER WEST END S?ii - ABC SHAFTESBURY AVE. SS. • CANNON PANTON ST. 1 

CANNON TOTTENHAM CT. RD. % ABC FULHAM ROAD IS, ABC BAYSWATER IS, ABC EDGWARE ROAD i 
AND ACROSS THE COUNTRY FROM FRIDAY MARCH 21 





For all you budding superstars who want a pro-quality synthesizer—the new Yamaha 0X100 
is the businessl 

Nowadays you'd be hard pressed to find a decent band that doesn't use the famous 
Yamaha DX7 synthesizer. Well, the DX100 is built to the same high standards and with 
portability and flexibility in mind. 

With all of the DXIOO’s sound possibilities — your creative input and effort — 
superstardom might not be that far away. And at the unbelievable price of £349rrp, you won't 
have to sell your granny’s possessions to get one. 

We believe the DX100 is the perfect introduction to digital synthesis. To hear some of the 
incredible DX100 sounds sent off for our free demo cassette. Simply fill in the coupon and 
return together with £1 to cover postage and packing. 

And to see and get your hands on a DX100 — not to mention all the other fantastic 
Yamaha X-Series digital instruments — why not come along to one of the Yamaha 
X-perience Shows in April. Here's where they are. 

Glasgow* — Scottish Exhibition & Conference Centre—April 5th/6th 
London* — The Rainbow Rooms, Derry St, Kensington, W8—April 19th/20th 
Free Ad rn i ss ion -Open Times: Set. — ll.OO a.m.-7.00 HIP.; Sen -10.00 a.m.-6.00 p.m. 

Realise your ambitions with a DX100 
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GRYAN GERRY • MM 7AI • GOOM GOOM GOOM 

RHIL COLLINS 

Take to the streets 
for 14 chart makers 

on video at this value 
packed price. 

The first was 
fantastic, the second 
sensational so get your 
copy now! 

Hits Collection 2 
available from 
Woolworth, W.H. Smith 
and all good record 
shops. 

BILLY 
OCEAN 

O N DEO 

STRIPPED 
DEPECHEMOOE 

HERE COMES THE MAN 
BOOM BOOM ROOM 

IF YOU'RE READY (COME GO WITH ME) 
RUBY TURNER FEATURING JONATHAN BUTLER 

CRY TO 
ELTON JOHN 

TAKE ME HOME 
PHIL COLLINS 

^yrieneRWORLD 

GROSPECTS • GUBY GURNER GRINCESS 

/l/ILS 
ZO

FG
REN
 

/l/IK
 

/TERSH
A

W
 

GILLY 
GCEAN 





-— -—*r—1 

l»Ws^af«w^Au.> us-., «■*»*« 

ML; i IT i " ..! 
r— 

El i f I 

- ■ 





HI 
BOOK OFFER 
• All the ’mazing things 
about A-ha in the last four 
pages come from a new 
book A-ha: The Story So 
Far (Zomba Books) by Tor 
Marcussen. In fact it’s so 
new that it’s not even out 
until March 27. But you - 
simply because you’re a 
reader of Britain’s 
Brightest Pop Magazine - 
can get a copy right away. 
And you won’t have to pay 
C3.95 - which is what it 
costs in the shops - but 
can get it for a mere C2.95 
(including postage and 
packing — a snip!). Here’s 
what you do . . . 
1. Get a pen (a biro will do). 
2. Fill in your name and address on the 
cut-out coupon below (you can make a 
copy of it if you don’t want to “deface” 
your Smash Hits). 
3. Get a cheque or postal order for 
£2.95 and (using the same pen or biro 
or even a different biro if the first one’s 
conked out) - make it out to Zomba 

4. Put a) the coupon b) the cheque or 
postal order in an envelope, put a 
stamp on it and send it to: Zomba 
Books, Zomba House, 165-167 
Willesden High Road, London NW10 
2SG. 
5. Wait anything up to 14 days . . . 
6.. . . and - plop! - this ’mazing book 
will drop through your letter box and 
then you can read millions of things 
about A-ha which you’ve never read 
before, as told by a Norwegian 
journalist friend of theirs who was with 
them during their meteoric rise to fame 
and who wrote it all down in Norwegian 
but - never fret - someone’s translated 
it all into English and it’s ’mazing . . . 

I-- - 
mm Please send me a copy of A-ha: The Story So Far. 
■ | enclose a cheque/postal order for £2-95. 

Name: 

• OFFER ENDS MAY 31, 1986 

IT'S HERE/ 
The New Single From 

PLUS 'BURNING HEART7] 

|l2' ALS0 INCLUDES'AMERICAN HEARTBEAT' A6989-TA69891 





ADRIATIC RIVIERA 

HOLlDAYAND 

NIGHT 
From any U.K. airport, a comfortable direct flight 

takes you to Rimini, on the Adriatic Riviera: 60 miles of 
sandy beach, sun, amusements and trips. A holiday gi¬ 
ving you much more than you will be spending: among 
so many people amusing themselves, there is an ex¬ 
clusive treatment of special care for you. You will be a 
friend, not a number. 

BOOK NOW THROUGH YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 

For further information contact: 
Italian State Tourist Office (ENIT). 
1 Princes Street. London W1R 8AY (Phone 01-408 1254). 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* ADRIATIC RIVIERA OF EMILIA ROMAGNA * 

[★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★I 



His First Adventure 

^heKloci^ 
^HOLMES' 

N0W PLAZA SHOWING Off Piccadilly Circus 5 

ABOARD .CANNON AND ACROSS 
E^VARERD oxford street THE COUNTRY 

B2SEZE2XEH 
Acnidazil isa 

different kind of treatment. 
/ Although it costs a little more, \ 

/ it could make all the difference to you Y 
/ and your spots. \ 
/ UNIQUE INGREDIENT 
/ Acnidazil is the only spot treatment that contains \ 
/ miconazole, which kills bacteria and is especially 

formulated to reduce the dryness and irritation 
\ often associated with other spot treatments. 
\ HARD ON SPOTS, SOFT ON SKIN / 
\ So while Acnidazil works hard on your spots / 
\ it-will be soft on your skin which is more / 
\ than can be said forsome other lower / 
V price spot treatments. / 

n. Ask your pharmacist 
for advice. 

Acnidazil 
IT’S CLEARLY WORTH IT 

LATEST CONCERT 
PHOTOS OFFER! 
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THE PRINCE STORY 
A Tom Hibbert “Blockbuster” 

mmmm does prince really. .. 

• Live all alone in a fortified mansion with only 
his life-size murals of Marilyn Monroe for 
company? 

• Believe that he arrived on earth in a spaceship 

• Employ a permanent foodtaster and a special 
bodyguard for testing his weekly vitamin 

trying to poison him? 
• Make the members of his band and entourage 

fill out an appointment request form - in 
triplicate - if they want to speak to him about 

• Own a herd of rare buffalo in Wyoming all of 
which are dyed bright purple? 

NO HE DOESN’T. 

BE 
.ce that have abounded ever 
since Purple Rain made him a 
huge star. Poor Prince - gross 

USA For 

refuses to . 
up in public only very rarely 
(surrounded by brute-like 
minders and looking very sulky), ! 
maintains a strict privacy and I 
wouldn’t even join In or 
Africa or Live Aid - he t 

icfrmous head 

person, the pouting figure in th< 
lofty boots? The following fib- 

m 

electronics company) played a 
piano by night in a jazz combo 
called the Prince Rogers Trio 
who worked In seedy dives 
backing strippers and who once 
1—’ - *-le singer called 

ad a little "oke 

toothers an 
the only thing he was very good 

famous professional wr 
like Mad Dog Vachon ai 







NEW SOLO SINGLE 
7 INCH & 3TRACK12 INCH 

“I DO WHAT I DO” 
(THEME FROM 9V2 WEEKS) 

(12) R 6125 





Request 

FREE 
AUTOGRAPHED 
STARS'PHOTOS! 

-Write to your favourite Stars personally - 
^ THE INTERNATIONAL SUPER-STI 

★ ADDRESS BOOK 1986/87 

J. Packed with over 1400 Personal Contact Addresses of all your j}. 
favourite Pop, Film, TVS Sports Super-Stars. 

ir „ Only £3.50 plus 50p p&p if 
Overseas add £1 airmail p&p 

if Send chqs 'P.O.'s or cash (reg) NOW to:- *c 
^ S.C.P., Dept SH, 1 Elystan Place , London SW3 3LA ^ 

☆ ☆☆☆☆☆☆☆ •A<la'S -tr-tr-tr-tr'tr-tr-tr'fr 





THE NEW SINGLE FROM 

HOWARD! 
A BRAND NEW RECORDING OF 

NO ONE IS TO BLAME 
PRODUCED BY PHIL COLLINS & HUGH PADGHAM 
FEATURING PHIL COLLINS 
ENGINEERED BY HUGH PADGHAM 
AVAILABLE ON T AND EXTENDED 3 TRACK 12' 







OH* (KOffNo 

♦ALL THE ARTISTS MONET GOES TO CHARITY 

80/ TO OXFAM AND SAVE THE CHILDREN FOR WORK 

IN ETHIOPIA AND THE SUDAN. 20/ FOR BRITISH PROJECTS 

helping YOUNG PEOPLE IN the areas of homelessness, 

DRUG ABUSE AND DISABILITY. 

HEY KIDS, 
STOPSNOGGINGANDPAY 

ATTENTION TO ME! 
THIS RECORD IS MADE By COMIC RELIEF’ 

SO IF YOU DON’T BUY THIS RECORD YOU ’RE AN UTTER,UTTER,UTTER,UTTER. 

A PORTION Of THIS ADVERTISEMENT NAS BEEN PAIO FOR BY SMASH HITS 

wea 







sh Hits Mystery Drinks Challenge 

‘gpoMdma f 7 

TlyslaH S5Si I 

Drink 

iJLii 

, What is the world coming to: Of 
MBA all the thoroughly vile- 

sounding things Revrewhas 
ever come across, this has to 

take the biscuit: “Cherry” Pepsi-Cola 
and “Cherry” Coke-two spanking new 
drink flavours which have just fizzed 
onto the market. Whatever happened 
to a nice old Lemon Barley Water, eh! 

Anyway, Review put on its Esther 
“isn’t-it-funny-making-old-people- 
look-stupid-on-televisiont” Rantzen 
wig and extra teeth and w 

find out if the world thought the whole 
thing was thoroughly unpalatable too. 
Did people prefer one “brand” to 
another! Could they even tell what this 
sticky sweet stuff actually was! In the 
name of fairness and impartiality, we 
disguised both brands in special 
mystery cans. Cherry Pepsi Cola was 
disguised as “Spooklicious Mystery 
Drink ‘X’” and Cherry Coke was 
disguised as “Spooklicious Mystery 
Drink‘Y’” . . . 

Crafty,eh!... 



FREE 

BITS OF BODS 
Is it his bum, chest or feet that turns 
you on? 

PLUS 
Michael Praed # 
George Michael # 
and hunky Pet Shop 
Boy Chris Lowe in 
colour 





Interview: Chris Heath 
Photo: Simon Fowler 

Howard Jones is Rich, Fai 
planned their family (the I 
coach) and they’re moving 
medicine? A string of vege) 

I Jones. “It's so real! I get totally wrapped u| 
in it. It's fabulous. Sometimes it's just so 
heartburnirra. Watchina it sometimes I iust 

What /she going on about? The trials and 
tribulations of Jan's pregnancy? 

Life after 30? 
"These days i prefer it to Dallas. 
Pieter it to Dallas'? Surely he can't be talking 

about... “Brookside," sighs Howard with a lump 
in his throat. “I identify with the people so much. 
I've been getting really seriously into it." 

Blimey! Next thing he’ll want a part in it... 
"I’d certainly think very seriously abr -‘ '' 

considers Howard. 

id not killing animals. 
•s a day being very “sincere" 

_ . e" books and watching very 
“sincere" TV documentaries and generally being 
dreadfully.. ."sincere". Well, that's rubbish. After 

father. “I actually felt the baby kick in thr_ 
week. It's amazing, very very exciting, knowing 
the baby's in there - an embryonic person," he 
says. He's already had "a lady round” to give 
him “a course on what's happening inside Jan". 
He doesn't want one of those trendy new tests 
done which can tell you if the baby is a boy or a 
girl - though he has been making enquiries of 
his own. ”1 think it's a boy because the lady who 
came round swung a pendulum over Jan's belly 
and asked it questions. Anti-clockwise is yes, 
clockwise is no.” Very strange... 

Apart from talking to pendulums and having 
baby lessons, Howard’s spent most of his time 
recently... workingI! He's just finished recording 
a couple of songs - “Hide And Seek" and 
“Hunger For The Flesh” - with the Philharmonia 
Orchestra (“just my voice and the orchestra") 
aided by an old friend, Peter, who he was at 
music college With. , 

“I was very restless and crazy back then 
because I wasn't happy with what I was doing," 
says Howard, twizzling back to the days when he 
had very fong'hair arid was “a bit of a misfit - 

wasn’t". He's clearly quite proud that w 
those days he had to sneak into the practice 

whole 90-piece classical orchestra to play along. 
He also recently recorded the new version of 

"No-one Is To Blame" (with Phil Collins 
producing, drumming and providing backing 
vocals) that has justbeen released! as a single. 
The song was originally on Howard's "Dream 
Into Action" LP, so why record it again? Is it an 
important song? 

“It's about wanting somebody you can't have," 

Howard explains. "If ^^re associated with 
some girl or boy and then somebody or several 
people come along who you'd really like to get 
close to.... you can't. Mainly, for sexual reasons. 
It's the absolute frustration of not being able to 
—waL -,je those feelings - the wrongness of 

.‘■i* - nnd the inevitability that if you 

should be able to satisfy “their desir 
anyone who comes along (this is ca 
love”) but jn the present day and ag 
just to stick, to one partner (this is ca 



be very different: “II 
uu more ‘black1, I suppose, iviure in me uneunun 
I started in with ‘Things Can Only Get Better ." 
But, he emphasises, lyrically it will still be along 
The Howard Jones Theme”. 

Ah yes. But what exactly is the Howard Jones 
Theme? Howard squirms a little because he 

noble and worthy, when he talks 

started last night - after watching an anti-heroin 
film called Wings Of Death on TV - which is 
about people resorting to drugs to escape from 
the harsh realities of the world. It's a song saying 
to those people that they are needed. Everyone 

Forceful stuff - but isn’t all this thoughtfulness 
and caring rather strange from someone who’s 
just about to move house to Ireland to avoid 
paying tax? Doesn't he feel guilty? 

"No, I don't,” he answers firmly. “I’ve got a lot 
of ideas of what I can do with the money rather 
than paying it in taxes. I agree with a lot of things5* 
taxes pay for - hospitals and social services - 
but there's a hell of a lot I don't agree with - like 
buying missiles and torturing animals. So I've put 
the onus on myself to’do something with the 
-1 |Ve got several things on the go at 

* which I’m going to finance." 
rnderstandably reticent'abbut "i* 

produced is a scandal." 

a boy 
a lady 

swung a 
pendulum over 
Jan’s belly and 

asked it 
questions.” 

What a horribly healthy person he sounds. I 
suppose he “works out” in a home gym every 
morning tpo, does he? 

freak at all- Absolutely no...,____ 
things to eat - and it's important to say that I'm 
still healthy. Because hundreds of thousands of 
parents around the .country say to their kids 
'you'll be ill if you're vegetarian'. And it's a con, a' 
lie. it's not true." Even his dog, he boasts, is 
looking “in sensational health" on its yumgusting 
diet of Happy Dog vegetarian'dog food. “A 
yachtsman went rountftfie worid on it!" pipes 
Howard proudly. And, no, he says sternly, the 
dog does not do anything ideologically unsound 
like go and dig up bones to chew... 

And so life chez Howard Jones goes merrily 
on. Soon he'll pop off to New Writ and then 
Ireland when he and Jan will move into their 
Dublin flat. Later Jan will come back to England 
to have the baby. Meanwhile, a live video of hjs 
recent NEC concert (also possibly including 

tour) will be released soon and the first new 
material will be out late su 

“It doesn't wo.. ,___ .... 
things I could do. Like write film music. Or opert 

hain of vegetarian supermarkets - that would 
an interesting project...” 
knd off Howard bounces, full of energy, to 

his new song, to get back home to Jan, to 



3^ Smeurfc 

Bthanksfsomeo 
called “Beanbi 

why do they reply in this way? 
Lorraine Hoole, Blackburn. 
• Over to Peter Hook: 

future letters to Santa Claus, do The North Pole." 
What this means, according to the group's rather more 

forthcoming spokesperson, is that New Order don't have a 
fan club as such. However, you can write to the address 
we gave (New Order, c/o Factory Records Press Office, 86 
Palatine Road, Didsbury, Manchester 20) which is their 
record company and all mail will be passed on to them. 
Apparently the group “don't mind letters if they're polite" 
but you shouldn’t necessarily expect an answer. 

a, u w ^ T71/’*4'' 

f**- fi£ A- 

groups from j 

he’s assisted by various 
Blubbery Hellbellies and 
Boothill Foot-tappers. The 





IF YOU STICK TO THESE 
FOR TWO YEARS YOU’LL 

BE OFF THE ROAD. 

Nowadays you can’t ride around on a motor 
cycle for ever on L plates. 

In fact, you’ve got 2 years to pass both parts 
of your test and get your full licence. 

If you don't, it'll be 12 months before you can 
get another provisional licence and so get back on 
your bike. 

To pass the tests, however, isn’t difficult if 
you're properly prepared. All over the country 
there are training courses available. And they are 
designed to help you pass your tests first time and 
make you a much better, safer rider. 

You’ll find details of training schemes from 
your motor cycle dealer or the Road Safety Officer 
at your local council. 

So if you want to stay on your bike don’t stick 
to your L plates. 

“WE’VE GOT A 
REPUTATION FOR 
BEING COOL, BUT 
WE RE NOT. IN FACT 
SOME PEOPLE NO 
DOUBT THINK WE RE 
NAFF. A BIT 
TOO.. .SHOWBIZ.” 
Interview: Sorrel Downer 
Photo: Paul Rider 

The Blow Monkeys do like dressing ° 

bowlers, flashy rings and pervy 
sideboards. “It’s always been obvious 
to me that appearance is just as 

Robert, running his hand through an 
elaborate quiff. “It’s good fun." 

And that’s what ver Monkeys say 
they’re all about. Fun. On stage, 
they’re larger than life. Dr Robert 
becomes an extrovert “smoothie” with 
much dancing and wiggling round, 

shy. “It’s the old cliche,” he explains. 
“I need the release of the stage to 
keep me semi-sane. I was very shy at 
school and much preferred to listen 
than to talk - that’s why I got called 

psychologist that people brought their 
problems to.” 

It’s a miracle the group ever met. 
Mick is from London, Nev (the 
saxophone player) was working as a 
panel beater in Scotland, Tony had 
been playing drums up and down the 
Welsh valleys while the Doctor, “hi¬ 
jacked” by his mother, had spent five 

worked for a time as a music 
journalist. But in 1983 they all 
“touched base" in London, signed to a 

work on their first LP “Limping For A 
Generation." A second LP “Animal 
Magic” is due out very soon, along 
with a new single to follow up their 
brilliant “Digging Your Scene” which is 
lolling about the charts right this very 

Positively reeking of “glamour” and 
“style”, do the Blow Monkeys hanker 
after luxurious lifestyles to match? 
“Urn...,” Tony ponders, “Urn, I’d like 
a house by the sea.” 

Dr Robert, on the other hand, 
doesn’t want a house by the sea - or 

“very interested in money”, adding 9 

like models hanging off his arms and 
yachts round the world.” 

“Yeah, and a golf course,” says 
Nev. That’s rock'n’roll for yer... 
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WHATEVER NEXT? 
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