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BUY A BANANA. SAVE A BUNCH.

Meet the Banana,"the very
tough, versatile, portable, and
reliable dot-matrix printer from
Gorilla”

At $249.95 retail it’s an ideal
and inexpensive companion for

ersonal computers like Apple”®
For Apple“look alikes”such as
Franklin®or Albert®), TI”
Commodore; TRS-80,"Kaypro,”
Timex;” Osborne”etc.

After that, it's merely com-
parable to other printers that can
cost up to three times as much:
10" carriages (to handle standard
9'," paper), 80 columns, graphics
capability, 10 characters per inch
(expandable to 5 cpi) draft-quality
print (for perfectly acceptable
form letters, data processing,

business reports, €tc.) tractor
feed (for precise aignment and
quick loading), parallel or serial
interface (take your pick), self-
inking ribbon cassette (for long
life and easy installation), 10
portable pounds ir weight, and
compatibility with so many of the
most popular personal computers
on the market.

Plus its printhead features a
unique single-hammer design that
eliminates a lot of roving parts, to
eliminate a lot of annoying repairs.

That’s the Banana: silly name,
serious service. It’s everything
the expensive dot-matrix printers
are . ..

Except expensive.

Leading Edge Products, Inc., 225 Turnpike Street, Canton, Massact usetts 02021
Toll-free: 1-800-343-6833; In Massachusetts (617) 828-8150. Telex 951-624.




Here’'s why we're Number One.

When it comes to logic probes, more peaple purchase Global
Specialties! Because you can spend twice as much and not
get the speed, precision, flexibility and accuracy offered by

our four logically-priced probes—including our remarkable True multi-family
new 150 MHz ECL Probe. Not to mention the versatility, performance:
relability and durability we've become famous for. DTL.O?ECfMOS.

But we don't stop there. When it comes to logic testing, Global
Sp;cialties doespthe complete job. With our DP-1 auto-sensing
digital signal injector—for fast, easy stimulus-response testing
atan economical $83.00* Plus aline of multi-channel Logic
Monitors that provide an inside picture of circuit activity at up
10 40 nodes simultaneously. And each product has an idea-
filled applications manual—as well as an unmatched line of
highly-functional accessories, to extend its versatility still more

With Global Specialties, there's no need to compromise on
performance. Or value. Discover for yourself why we're the
number-one logical choice!

Easy-to-use Memory
anc Pulse functions

Full readout Interchangeable thin-
indications—HI, LOW profile power cords
PULSE - (instead of awkward,

heavy or coiled cords)

Overload and AC-line-
protected high-
impedance input
Linear input impedance
eliminates errors due to
non-uniform Inading

Unsurpassed reliability
performance proven

All specs conservative
and guaranteed

Half the price for equal
Complete line of ~ {or better) performance
interchangeable
probe tips and
grounding wires,
including easy
clip, banana plug,
alligator clip
jumpers and
variety of power

Circuit-powared with
reverse-voltage
protection

Standard LP-1, only $50.00" with latching memory—captures
pulses as fast as 50 nsec, to 10MHz, guaranteed

Economy LP-2, $32.00", guaranteed to 50 nsec, 1 5MHz
High-speed LP-3 with memory, only $77.00" guaranteed to

10 nsec (6 nsec, typical) and 50 MHz!

New ECL LP-4t, $15€.00? the new industry standard—with
memory, guaranteed to 4 nsec (2 nsec, typical) at 150 MHz!
tLP-4 probe exclusively for use with ECL. For DTL, TTL or
CMOS, select LP-1, -2 or -3.

Compact, high-impact,

human-engineered case
i GI.OBAI. Call toll-free for details

- -70 Fulton Terr.. New Haven, CT 06509 (203) 624-3103. TWX 710-465-1227

rer? OTHER OFFICES: San Francisco(415) 648-0611, TWX 910-372-7992
N i Europe: Phone Saﬂron-F_ alden 0799[»)21882‘_TLX 817477 - = -
Canada: Len Finkler Ltd.. Downsview, Ontario C RP RATI N During business hours

*Suggested U.S. resale. Prices. specifications subject to change without notice. © Copyright 1981 Global Specialties Corporation
Circle No. 46 on Free Information Card
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A disk is built with certain
safeguards. The technology
is widely known. That's
why most disk makers
offer guarantees that
the product you receive
comes to you error free.

We at Memtek Products
are céncerned that the
d sk remains

1g£1rette smoké
wear qau,sed by

exposure to dus
fingerprints, eve
~ your computéx



RD PART IS MAKING SURE
THEY STAY THAT WAY.

minidisks as well as 10- and 15-
minute ccmpuzer cassettes and a
54" disk drive -ead cleaner.

MEMTEK ..o

Rigid. Durable. Reinforced. To
maximize disk life and
improve alignment.

Memtek Products’
latest innovation...
acknowledgment of a
real world beyond
the laboratory.

The coating. 2 critically-
controlled coating of high-energy
magnetic oxide particles that covers
the disk’s surface, which is then
micro-polished to improve head

to disk contact. This process not
only helps prevent dropouts, it

also lowers head abrasion.

The lubrication system. A con-
stant lubricant protecis both the disk
surface and the drive head from
vear..

The sleeve. Comes with a soft liner
“hat protects the disk while gently
cleaning the surface of dust and de-
bris that can damage drive heads.

The guarantee. Memtek Prod-
acts will replace any minidisk if it
fails to accurately store and retrieve
data due to a defect in materials or
wvorkmanship for up to 5 years from
date of purchase. Simply mail the
disk back and we’ll replace it, free.

The Memtek lineug. Includes

premium double and quad density




EDITORIAL

Compuphobia

THE fear of using computers—compupho-
bia—is more widespread than many people
imagine, particularly among more mature
adults. There are a host of likely causes, led
by fear of failure and the challenge presented
by linguistics. Mix in poor documentation by
manufacturers’ sales jargon, a confusing ar-
ray of competitive machines and software,
questionable utility, cost, incompatibility be-
tween computers, and even fear and awe of a
system that might replace the user.

Some of the foregoing hurdles are slowly
being overcome. Too slowly. But “The
Force” cannot be denied. Inexorably, com-
puters are encroaching indirectly on virtual-
ly everyone today; and more and more people
are already eyeball to eyeball with them at
work, particularly in professional, executive,
technical, educational, and clerical areas.

The tip of the iceberg is clearly in sight.
For example, a new computer network
planned by Travelhost Inc. is expected to

link hotel and motel rooms throughout the
U.S., making available to guests a variety of
information services such as videotext ser-
vice, restaurant reviews, and computer data
exchange using the hotel room’s TV set. This
was launched recently in Chicago’s Midland
Hotel with computer terminals in 100 rooms,
according to a company spokesman. Anoth-
er hotel system designed by HotelTech Inter-
national, called “*Suitetalk,” consists of a col-
or microcomputer system that offers word
processing, busines programs, and data com-
munications, among other services, for about
39 per hour at night and $20 per hour during
the day. Information is presented in maga-
zine-page format, activated by the user press-
ing a letter or number on a keyboard. Func-
tion keys include GAMES, NEWS, STOCKS,
HOME-OFFICE, MESSAGES, CALC, and
AIRLINES.

For anyone not yet familiar with what a
personal computer can do, a trip to a local
computer store can be a fruitful outing, espe-
cially if he gets a helpful salesperson to dem-
onstrate some software. There’s a new in-
store information center from Apple Compu-
ter, too, that can relieve people who have
compuphobia. It consists of an interactive la-
ser videodisc system with a touch-sensitive
screen that gives answers to the most com-
monly asked questions about personal com-
puter applications. For example, if one
touches a spot on the screen next to the topic
“*Word Processing,” a list of subtopics is dis-
played. Touching the screen again to choose
a specific segment, say, making text changes
or text search, the selected topic is played
back on the 13" color monitor.

There are also some interesting efforts be-
ing made to demonstrate computer software.
Buyers face a choice from among tens of
thousands. One “creative” idea was rental of
software, in much the same manner as re-
corded video cassette tapes are rented. How-

ever, software makers are more than dis-
pleased by this owing to the possibility of a
customer’s copying a program illegally. In
fact, Micropro has filed suit against a soft-
ware rental company, charging copyright in-
fringement because consumers do not own
their software. They are licensed to use it and
lending it to others is prohibited.

Another interesting approach to research-
ing software products is the establishment of
the National Software Reference Library, a
division of PC Telemart, Inc. in Fairfax, VA.
This facility is reported to house thousands
of microcomputer software programs and as-
sociated documentation, along with appro-
priate personal computer configurations.
Members can operate software packages to
aid them in purchasing the products ($25 per
day). The company plans to establish nation-
wide on-line data-base equipment for place-
ment in computer and book stores.

Computers are not as easy as they could be
to operate. But there is a growing trend to de-
sign them with humans in mind—built-in ap-
plication ROMSs, graphic screen menus,
function keys, adjustable terminals, etc. The
sooner the better, of course, since we are rap-
idly moving into an awesome information
age where hardly anyone will be untouched
by computer technology. This being the case,
the smart move is to embrace computers as
early as you can, not waiting for all the oper-
ating conveniences to be in place. Imagine
what would have happened if people hadn’t
learned how to drive automobiles because
shifting gears was too complicated.
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