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FOREWORD 
The RCA RECEIVING T UBE MANUAL, like its 

preceding editions, has been p repared especially to 
assist those who work or experiment with radio tubes 
and circuits. 

The information and technical data presented in 
this book were selected after careful consideration of 
their usefulness in the field of rad io-tube applica
tions. While the form, in general, follows that of 
the previous editions, it will be found that many 
additions and numerous revisions have been made. 

Material for the individual All-Metal types and 
g lass-bulb types is arranged in numerical-alpha
betical sequence, starting on page 40. Information 
for octal-base glass-bulb types is given on page 188 
and, for recently added All-Metal and Glass types, 
on page 192. 

T his M anual will be found valuable by radio ser
vice men, radio technicians, experimenters, radio 
amateurs, and all others technically interested in 
radio tubes. 

RCA M ANUFACTL'RING COMPANY, l.'-JC. 

Commercial Engineering Section 

H arrison, New Jersey 
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TUBE RECEIVING 
MANUAL 

Electrons and Electrodes 
The radio tube is a marvelous device. It makes possib'.e the i,crtorming of 

operations, amazing in conception, with a prec1s1on and a certainty that are 
astounding. It is an exceedingly sensitive and accurate instrument- the product of 
coordinated efforts of engineers and craftsmen. Its construction requires materials 
from every corner of the earth. Its use is world-wide. Its future possibilities, even 
in the light of p resent-day accomplishments, are but dimly foreseen, for each 
development opens new fields of design and application. 

ELECTRONS 

A radio tube consists of a cathode, which supplies electrons, and one or more 
additional electrodes, which control and collect these electrons, mounted in an 
evacuated envelope. The envelope may be a glass bulb, or it may be the more 

• compact and efficient metaf shell. 

The importance of the radio tube lies in its ability to control almost instantly 
the fl ight of the millions of electrons supplied by the cathode. It accomplishes this 
with a min imum of control energy. Because it is almost instantaneous in its action, 
the radio tube can operate efficiently and accurately at electrical frequencies much 
higher than those attainable with rotating machines. 

All matter exists in the solid, liquid, or gaseous state. These three forms of 
matter consist entirely of minute divisions known as molecules. Molecules are 
assumed to be composed of atoms. According to a present accepted theory, atoms 
have a nucleus which is a positive charge of electricity. Around this nucleus revolve 
tiny charges of negative electricity known as electrons. Scientists have estimated 
that these invisible bits of electricity weigh only 1/ 46 billion, billion, billion, 
billionths of an ounce, and that they may travel at speeds of thousands of miles 
per second. · 

Electron movement may be accelerated by the addition of energy. Heat is one 
form of energy which can be conveniently used to speed up the electron. For 
example, if the temperature of a metal is gradually raised, the electrons in the metal 
gain velocity. When the metal becomes hot enough to glow, some electrons may 
acquire sufficient speed to break away from the surface of the metal. This action 
is utilized in the radio tube to produce the necessary electron supply. 

CATHODES 

A cathode is an essential part of a radio tube, since it supplies the electrons 
necessary for tube operation. In general, heat is the form of energy applied to the 
cathode to release the electrons. The method of heating the cathode may be used 
to distinguish between the different forms of cathodes. For example, a directly 
heated cathode, or filament-cathode, is a wire heated by t he passage of an electric 
current. An indirectly heated cathode, or heater-cathode, consists of a filament, or 
heater, enclosed in a metal sleeve. The sleeve carries the electron-emitting material 
on it~ outside surface and is heated by radiation and conduction from the heater. 

- 5 -



R C A RECEIV N G T U B E M A N U A L 

A filament, or d irectly heated cathode, may be furthe r classified by identifying 
the filament or electron-emitting material. The materials in regular use are tungsten, 
thoriated-tungsten, and metals which have been coated with alkaline-earth oxides. 
Tungsten filaments are made from the pure metal. Since they must operate at high 
temperatures (a dazzling white) to emit sufficient electrons, a relatively large amount 
of filament power is required. Thoriated-tungsten filaments are drawn from 
tungsten slugs which have been impregnated with thoria. Due to the thorium, these 
filaments liberate electrons at a more moderate temperature (a bright yellow) and 
are, therefore, much more economical of filament power than are pure tungsten 
filaments. Alkaline earths are usually applied as a coating on a nickel alloy wire 
or ribbon. This coating, which is dried in a substantial layer on the filament, 
requires only a very low temperature (a dull red) to produce a copious supply of 
electrons. Coated filaments operate very efficiently and require relatively little 
fi lament power. H owever, each of these cathode materials has special advantages 
which determine the choice for a particular application. 

OIRECTLV HEATED CATHODES 
( FILAMENT TYPE) • 

CATHODE 

INSULATED 
HEATER 

INDIRECTLY HC A1EO CATHODES 
(HEATER TYPE ) 

Directly heated filament-cathodes require comparatively little beating power. 
For that reason, they are used in almost all the tube types designed for battery 
operation because it is, of course, desirable to impose as small a drain as possible on 
the batteries. Examples of the battery-operated filament types are the 30, 31, 3 2, 
33, and 34. A•c operated types having directly heated 61ament•cathodes are the 
2A3 and 45. 

Heater, or indirectly heated cathodes, comprise an assembly of a t hin metal 
sleeve coated with emitting material and a heater contained within and insulated 
from the sleeve. T he heater is made of tungsten wire and is used only for the 
purpose of heating the sleeve and its coating to an electron-emitting temperature. 
T he tungsten wire is operated at a moderate temperature and supplies the energy 
for heating the sleeve. 

The heater-cathode construction is well adapted for use in radio tubes intended 
for operation from a·c power lines. The use o f separate parts fo r emitter and 
heater functions, the electrical insulation of the heater from the emitter, and the 
shielding effect of the sleeve may all be utilized in the design o f the tube to prevent 
the a•c heater supply from causing hum. From the viewpoint of circuit design, the 
beater•cathode construction offers advantages in connection flexibility due to the 
electrical separation of the heater from the cathode. Another advantage of the 
heater•cathode construction is that it permits a rectifier tube to be designed with 
closer spacing between the cathode and plate, and an amplifier tube with closer 
spacing between the cathode and grid . In a rectifier tube, this results in less voltage 
drop in the tube and improved regulation; in an amplifier tube, it results in an 
increase in the gain obtainable from the tube. Because of the advantages of the 
heater-cathode construction, almost all present-day tubes designed for a•c operation 
have heater-cathodes. 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

DIODES 

Electrons are of no value in a radio tube unless they can be put 
to work. A radio tube is designed with the necessary parts to provide 
and to utilize the electron flow. These parts consist of a cathode and 
one or more supplementary electrodes. · The simplest form of radio 
tube contains two electrodes, a "cathode" and a .. plate," and is often 
called a .. diode," the family name for two-electrode tubes. 

C:5 
F'IL.AM£NT 

The electrodes are enclosed in an evacuated envelope with the necessary 
connections brought out through air•tight seals. The air is removed from the 
envelope to allow free movement of the electrons and to prevent injury to the 
emitting surface of the cathode. When the cathode is heated, electrons leave the 
cathode surface and form an invisible cloud in the space around it. Any positive 
electric potential within the evacuated envelope will offer a strong at.traction to the 
electrons ( unlike electric charges attract; like charges repel). In a diode, the 
positive potential is applied to the second electrode, known as the anode, or plate. 
The potential is supplied by a suitable electrical source connected between the plate 
terminal and a cathode terminal. Under the influence of the positive plate potential, 
electrons flow from the cathode to the plate and return through the external plate• 
battery circuit to the cathode, thus completing the circuit. This flow of electrons is 
,Jcnown as the plate current and may be measured by a sensitive current•meter. 

If a negative potential is applied to the plate, the free electrons in the space 
surrounding the cathode will be forced back to the cathode, and no plate current 
will flow. Thus, the tube permits electrons to flow 
from the cathode to the plate but not from the plate 
to the cathode. If an alternating voltage is applied 
to the plate, the plate is alternately made positive 
and negative. Plate current flows only during the 
time when the plate is positive. Hence the current 
through the tube flows in one direction and is said 
to be rectified. Diode rectifiers are used in a•c 
receivers to convert a.c. to d.c. for supplying "B," 
.. C,,. and screen voltages to the other tubes in the 
receiver. Rectifier tubes may have one plate and 
one cathode. The l • V and 12Z3 are of this form 
and are called half-wave rectifiers, since current can 
flow only during one•half of the alternating•current 
cycle. When two plates and one or more cathodes 
are used in. the same tube, current may be obtained 
on both halves of the a•c cycle. The 5Z4, 80, and 5Z3 are examples of this type 
and are called full-wave rectifiers. 

Not all of the electrons emitted by the cathode reach the plate. Some return 
to the cathode while others remain in the space between the cathode and plate for 
a brief period to form an effect known as space-charge. This charge has a repelling 
action on other electrons which leave the cathode surface, and impedes their passage 
to the plate. The extent of this action and the amount of space-charge depend on 
the cathode temperature and the plate potential. The higher the plate potential, the 
less is the tendency for electrons to remain in the space-charge region and repel 
others. This effect may be noted by applying increasingly higher plate voltages to 
a tube operating at a fixed heater or filament voltage. Under these conditions, the 
maximum number of available electrons is fixed, but increasingly higher plate 
voltages will succeed in attracting a greater proportion of the free electrons. 

Beyond a certain plate voltage, however, additional plate voltage has little effect 
in increasing the plate current. The reason is that all of the electrons emitted by 
the cathode are already being drawn to the plate. This maximum current is called 
saturation current, and because it is an indication of the total number of electrons 
emitted, it is ·also known as the emission current, or, simply, emission. Tubes are 

-7-

----~ 



R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

sometimes tested by measurement of their emission 
current. However, in this test it is generally not 
feasible to measure the full value of emission because 
this value would be sufficiently large to cause change 
in the tube's characteristics, or to damage the tube. 
For that reason, the test value of current in an emission 
test is less than the full emission current. However, 
this test value is larger than the maximum value which 
will be required from the cathode in the use of the 
tube. The emission test, therefore, indicates whether 
the tube's cathode can supply a sufficiently large 
number of electrons for satisfactory operation of the 
tube. 

NUMBER OF ELECTRONS 
0 REACHING PLATE -

\ I i 
\ ~I 

C.l_ "1 .. IL ........... :i I 
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½-~ 
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If space charge were not present to repel electrons coming from the cathode. 
it follows that the same plate current could be produced at a lower plate voltage. 
One way to make the effect of space charge small is to make the distance between 
plate and cathode small. This means is used in rectifier types, such as the 83,v and 
the 2S'ZS', having heater-cathodes. In these types the radial distance between 
cathode and plate is only about two hundredths of an inch. Another means for 
reducing space,charge effect is utilized in the mercury-vapor rectifier types, such ae 
the 83. This _tube contains a small amount of mercury, which is partially vaporized 
when the tube is operated. The mercury vapor consists of mercury atoms permeati~ 
the space inside the bulb. These atoms are bombarded by the electrons on theu 
way to the plate. If the electrons are moving at a sufficiently high speed, the 
collisions will tear off electrons from the mercury atoms. When this happens, the 
mercu·ry atom is said to be "ionized," that is, it has lost one or more electrons and, 
therefore, is charged positive. Ionization, in the case of mercury vapor, is made 
evident by a bluish-green glow between the cathode and plate. When ionization 
due to bombardment of mercury atoms by electrons leaving the filament occurs, the 
space-charge is neutralized by the positive mercury ions so that increased numben 
of electrons are made available. A mercury-vapor rectifier has a small voltage drop 
between cathode and plate (about i; volts). This drop is practically independent 
of current requirements up to the limit of emission of electrons from the filament. 
but is dependent to some degree on bulb temperature. 

TRIODES 

When a third electrode, called the grid, is placed between the cathode and 
plate, the tube is known as a triode, the family name for three-electrode tubeb. 
The grid usually is a winding of wire extending the length of the cathode. The 
spaces between turns are comparatively large so that the passage of electrons from 
cathode to plate is practically unobstructed by the turns of the grid. When the 
tube is used as an amplifier, the grid is usually operated at a negative voltage so 
that it repels the electrons and therefore does not draw appreciable current. 

The purpose of the grid is to -control plate current. With a negative voltage 
on the grid, the grid exerts a force on electrons in the space between cathode and 
grid. This force drives the electrons back to the cathode. In this way, the 
negatively charged grid opposes the flow of electrons to the plate. When the voltage 
on the grid is made more negative, the grid exerts a stronger 
repelling force on the electrons and plate current is decreased. 
When the grid voltage is made less negative, there is less repelling 
force exerted by the grid and plate current increases. Hence, 
when the voltage on the grid is varied in accordance with a 
signal, the plate current varies with the signal. Because a smalJ 
voltage applied to the grid can control a comparatively large 
amount of plate current, the signal is amplified by the tube. 
Typical three-electrode tube types are the 6CS', 76, and 2A3. 

PLAT£ · 

GRIO 

CATHODC 

HE:ATE:R 

The grid, plate, and cathode of a triode form an electrostatic system, each 
electrode acting as one plate of a small condenser. The capacitances are those 
existing between grid and plate, plate and cathode, and grid and cathode. These 
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R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

capacitances are known as interelcctrode capacitances. Generally, the capacitance 
between grid and plate is of the most importance. In high-gain radio-frequency 
amplifier circuits, this capacitance may act to produce undesired coupling between 
the input circuit, the circuit between grid and cathode, and the output circuit, the 
circuit between plate and cathode. This coupling is undes.irable in an amplifier 
because it may cause instability and unsatisfactory performance. 

TETRO DES 

The capacitance between grid and plate can be made small by mounting an 
additional electrode, called the screen, in the tube. With the addition of the screen, 

W
LATC 

SCRECN 
GfUC 

CA1H00C 

HO.lCR 

the tube has four electrodes and is, accordingly, called a 
tetrode. The screen is mounted between the grid and the 
plate and acts as an electrostatic shield between them, thus 
reducing the grid-to-plate capacitance. T he effectiveness of 
this shielding action is increased by connecting a by-pass 
condenser between screen and cathode. By means of the 
screen and this by-pass condenser, the grid-plate capacitance 
of a tetrode is made very small. In practice, the grid-plate 
capacitance is reduced from an average of 8.0 micromicrofarads (µµf) for a triode 
to 0.0 1 µµf or• less for a screen-grid tube. 

The screen has an other desirable effect in that it makes plate current practically 
independent of plate voltage over a certain range. The screen is operated at a 
positive voltage and, therefore, attracts electrons from the cathode. But because of 
the comparatively large space between wires of the screen , most of the electrons 
drawn to the screen pass through it to the plate. Hence the screen supplies an 
electrostatic fo rce pulling electrons from the cathode to the plate. A t the same 
time the screen shields the electrons between cathode and screen from the plate so 
that the plate exerts very little electrostatic force on electrons near the cathode . 
Hence plate cu rrent in a screen-grid tube depends to a great degree on the screen 
voltage and very little on the plate voltage. This holds true onl y as long as the 
plate voltage is higher than the screen voltage. The fact t hat plate current in a 
screen-grid tube is largely independent of plate voltage makes it possible to obtain 
much higher amplification with a tetrode than with a triode. The low grid-plate 
capacitance makes it possible to obtain this high amplification without plate-to-grid 
feedback and resultant instability. Representative screen-grid types are the 32 
and 24-A. 

PENTODES 

1n all radio tubes, electrons striking the plate may, if moving at sufficient speed, 
dislodge other electrons. In two, and three-electrode types, these vagrant electrons 
usually do not cause any trouble because no positive electrode other than the plate 
itself is present to attract them. These electrons, therefore, are eventually drawn 
back to the plate. Emission from the plate caused by bombardment of the plate by 
electrons from the cathode is called secondary emission, because the e!Fect is 
;econdary to the original cathode emission. In the case of screen-grid tubes 
( tetrodes), t he proximity of the positive screen to the plate offers a strong attraction 
to these secondary electrons and particularly so if the plate voltage swings lower 
than the screen voltage. T his effect lowers the plate current and limits the 
permissible plate swing for tetrodes. 

The plate-current limitation is removed when a fifth electrode, known as the 
mppressor, is placed in the tube between the screen and plate. The family name 
for live-electrode types is " pentode." The suppressor is usually connected to the 
cathode. Because of its negative potential with respect to the plate, it retards the 
Bight of secondary electrons and diverts them back to the plate, where they cannot 
cause trouble. 

The suppressor is utilized in pentodes designed for two different functions. 
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R C A R E C E V I N G T U B E M A N U A L 

In power output pentodes, the suppressor makes possible 
a large power output with high gain, due to the fact that ~ L•TE 

the plate swing can be made very large. Tubes of this 
type are represented by the 6F6, 42, and 33. In radio, 5CRttN - ::_ 50Pf>•c•50

• 

frequency amplifier pentodes, the suppressor permits of - -- GRto 

obtaining a high voltage amplification at moderate values CATHOOt 

of plate voltage. In fact, the plate voltage may be as low 
as, or lower than, the screen voltage without serious loss HtAttR 

in the gain capabilities of this type. Representative of this type are the 6J7 and 6K7. 

A beam power tube makes use of a different method for suppressing secondary 
emission: In th is tube there are fou r electrodes, a cathode, grid, screen and plate 
so spaced that secondary emission from the plate is suppressed without an actual 
suppressor. Because of the way the electrodes are spaced, electrons traveling to 
the plate slow down, when plate voltage is low, almost to zero velocity in a certain 
region between screen and plate. In this region the electrons form a stationary 
cloud, a space-charge. The effect of this space charge is to repel secondary electrons 
emitted from the plate and thus cause them co return to the plate. In this way. 
secondary emission is suppressed. 

Another feature of the beam power tube is the low current drawn by the screen. 
The screen and the grid are spiral wires wound so that each turn of the screen is 
shaded from the cathode by a grid turn. This .alignment of the screen and grid 
causes the electrons to travel in sheets between the t urns of the screen so that very 
few of them flow to the screen. Because of the effective suppressor action provided 
by space charge and because of the low current drawn by the screen, t he beam 
power tube has the advantages of high power output, high power sensitivity, and 
high efficiency. The 6L6 is a beam power tube. 

GRIO----

SCREEN 

- ------, .. '-.J..-·. 

. -..... 
'--- -..._ 

PLATE 

INTllRNAI. STRUCTURE OF BEAM POWER TUBE 

MULTI-ELECTRO DE and M ULTI-UNIT TUBES 

In the initial period of tube development and application, tubes were of the 
so-called "general purpose type"; chat is, a single cube type- a triode- was used as 
a radio-frequency amplifier, an intermediate-frequency amplifier, an audio-frequency 
amplifier, an oscillator, or as a detector. Obviously, with this diversity of application, 
one tube did not meet all requirements to the best advantage. 
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Later and present trends of tube design are the development of "specialty" 
types. These types are intended either to give optimum performance in a particular 
application or to combine in one bulb functions which formerly required two or 
more tubes. The first class of tubes includes such examples of specialty types as the 
6}7, 6L 7, 6F6, and 6L6. Types of this class, in general, require more than three 
electrodes. to obtain the desired special characteristics. Thus, they may be broadly 
classed as multi-electrode types. The 6L 7 is an especially interesting type in this 
class. This tube has an unusually large number of electrodes, seven, exclusive of 
the heater. Plate current in the tube is varied at two different frequencies at the 
same time. The tube is designed primarily for use as a mixer in superheterodyne 
receivers. In this use, the tube mixes the signal frequency with oscillator frequency 
to give intermediate-frequency output. 

Tubes of the multi-electrode dass often present interesting possibilities of 
application besides the one for which they are designed. The 6L 7, for instance, 
can also be used as a variable•gain audio amplifier in such applications as a volume 
expander for a phonograph amplifier. The 6F6, besides its use as a power output 
pentode, can also be connected as a triode and used as a driver for a pair of 6L6's. 

The second class includes multiple-unit tubes such as the duplex•diode triodes 
6Q7 and 6R 7, as well as the duplex-diode pentodes 6B8 and 6B7 and the twin 
Class B amplifier types 6N7 and 6A6. All of these types have two or more separate 
tube units. Related to this dass are the electron-ray types, 6E5 and 6G5, which 
combine a triode amplifier with a fluorescent target. It is interesting to note that 
the 80 is one of the earliest illustrations of multi•unit tubes. 
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A third class combines features of each of the other two classes. Typical of 
this third class are the 6A8 and the 6A 7 pentagrid•converter types. These tubes 
are similar to the multi-electrode types in that they have seven electrodes, all of 
which affect the same electron stream, and are like the multi-unit tubes in that 
they perform two functions ( oscillator and mixer in a superheterodyne receiver) 
simultaneously. 
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Radio Tube Characteristics 
The term ••CHARACTERISTICS" is used to identify the distinguishin& 

electrical features and values of a radio tube. These values may be shown in curve 
form or they may be tabulated. When given in curve form, they are called 
characteristic curves and may be used for the determination of tube performance 
and the calculation of additional tube factors. 

Tube characteristics are obtained from electrical measurements of a tube in 
various circuits under certain definite conditions of voltages. Characteristics may 
be further described by denoting the conditions of measurements. For example, 
Static Characteristics are the values obtained with different d•c potentials applied 
to the tube electrodes, while Dynamic Characteristics are the values obtained with 
an a•c voltage on the control grid under various conditions of d•c potentials on the 
electrodes. The dynamic characteristics, therefore, are indicative of the performance 
capabilities of a tube under actual working conditions. 

Plate characteristic curves and transfer (mutual) characteristic curves both give 
information on static characteristics. These curves present the same information, 
but in two c;lifferent forms to increase its usefulness. The plate characteristic curve 
is obtained by varying plate voltage and measuring plate current for different 
control-grid bias voltages, while the transfer-characteristic curve is obtained by 
varying control-grid bias voltage and measuring plate current for different plate 
voltages. A plate•characteristic family of curves is illustrated by Fig. 1. Fig. 2 
gives the transfer characteristic family of curves for the same tube. 
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Dynamic characteristics include amplification factor, plate resistance, control· 
grid-plate transconductance and certain detector characteristics, and may be shown 
in curve form for variations in tube operating conditions. 

The amplification factor, or µ, is the ratio of the change in plate voltage to a 
change in control-electrode voltage in the opposite direction, under the condition 
that the plate current remains unchanged. For example, if, when the plate voltage 
is made 1 volt more positive, the grid voltage must be made 0.1 volt more negative 
to hold plate current unchanged, the amplification factor is 1 divided by 0.1, or 10. 
In other words, a small voltage variation in the grid circuit of a tube has the same 
effect on the plate current as a large plate voltage change-the latter e'/ual to the 
product of the grid voltage change and amplification factor. The µ o a tube is 
useful for calculating stage gain, as discussed on page 1 f. 

Plate resistance (rp) of a radio tube is the resistance of the path between 
cathode and plate to the flow of alternating current. It is the quotient of a small 
change in plate voltage by the corresponding change in plate current and is expressed 
in ohms, the unit of resistance. Thus, if a change of 0.1 milliampere (0.0001 
ampere) is produced by a plate voltage variation of 1 volt, the plate resistance is 
1 divided by 0.0001, or 10000 ohms. 

Control-grid-plate transconductance, or simply transconductance (gm), is a 
factor which combines in one term the amplification factor and the plate resistance, 
and is the quotient of the first by the second. This term is also known as mutual 
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conductance. Transconductance may be more strictly defined as the ratio of a 
small change in plate current (amperes) to the small change in the control-grid 
voltage f reducing it, under the condition that all other voltages remain unchanged. 
Thus, i a grid•voltage change of 0. 5 volt causes a plate•current change of 1 mil· 
liampere (0.001 ampere), with all other voltages constant, the transconductance is 
0.001 divided by 0.5, or 0.002 mho. A "mho" is the unit of conductance and was 
named by spelling ohm backwards. For convenience, a millionth of a mho, or a 
micromho, is used to express transconductance. So, in the example, 0.002 mho 
is 2000 micromhos. 

Conversion transconductance (Sc) is a characteristic associated with the mixer 
(first detector) function of tubes and may be defined as the quotient of the inter• 
mediate-frequency (i•f) current in the primary of the i,f transformer by the applied 
radio-frequency (r•f) voltage producing it; or more precisely, it is the limiting value 
of this quotient as the r•f voltage and i-f current approach zero. When the 
performance of a frequency converter is determined, conversion transconductance 
is used in the same way as control-grid-plate transconductance is used in single• 
frequency amplifier computations. 

Maximum peak inverse voltage characteristic of a rectifier tube is the highest 
peak voltage that a rectifier tube can safely stand in the direction opposite to that 
in which it is designed to pass current. In other words, it is the safe arc,back limit 
with the tube operating within the specified temperature range. Referring to Fig. 3, 
when plate A of a full•wave rectifier tube is 
positive, current flows from A to C, but not from 
B to C, because B is negative. At the instant 
plate A is positive, the filament is positive ( at 
high voltage) with respect to plate B. The voltage 
between the positive filament and the negative 
plate B is in inverse relation to that causing 
current fl.ow. The peak value of this voltage i~ 
limited by the resistance and nature of the path 
between plate B and filament. The maximum 
value of this voltage at which there is no danger 
of breakdown of the tube is known as maximum 
peak-inverse voltage. The relations between peak Fi 

3 inverse voltage, rms value of a•c input voltage g. 

+ 

and d,c output voltage depend largely on the 
individual characteristics of the rectifier circuit and the power supply. The presence 
of line surges or any other transient, or wave•form distortion may raise the actual 
peak voltage to a value higher than that calculated for sine•wave voltages. There• 
fore, the actual inverse voltage, and not the calculated value, should be such as not 
to exceed the rated maximum peak inverse voltage for the rectifier tube. A 
cathode-ray oscillografh or a spark gap connected across the tube is useful in 
determining the actua peak inverse voltage. In single-phase, full,wave circuits with 
sine•wave input and with no condenser across the output, the peak inverse voltage 
on a rectifier tube is approximately 1.4 times the rms value. of the plate voltage 
applied to the tube. In single-phase, half•wave circuits with sine•wave input and 
with condenser input to the filter, the peak inverse voltage may be as high as 2.8 
times the rms value of the applied plate voltage. In polyphase circuits, mathemat• 
ical determination of peak inverse voltage requires the use of vectors. 

Maximum peak plate current is the highest peak current that a rectifier tube 
can safely stand in the direction in which it is designed to pass current. The safe 
value of this peak current in hot-cathode types of rectifiers is a function of the 
available emission and the duration of the pulsating current fl.ow from the rectifier 
tube during each half cycle. In a given circuit, the actual value of peak plate 
current is largely determined by filter constants. If a large choke is used in the 
filter circuit next to the rectifier tubes, the peak plate current is not much greater 
than the load current, but if a large condenser is used in the filter next to the 
rectifier tubes, the peak current is often many times the load current. In order to 
determine accurately the peak current in any circuit, the best procedure usually is 
to measure it with a peak-indicating meter or to use an oscillograph. 
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Radio Tube Applications 
The diversified applications of a radio tube may, within the scope of this 

chapter, be grouped broadly into five kinds of operation. These are: Amplification, 
rectification, detection, oscillation, and frequency conversion. Although these 
operations may take place at either radio• or audio-frequencies and may involve the 
use of different circuits and different supplemental parts, the general considerations 
of each kind of operation are basic. 

AMPLIFICATION 

The amplifying action of a radio tube was mentioned under TRIODES, page 
8. This action can be utilized in radio circuits in a number of ways, depending 
upon the results to be achieved. Four classes of amplifier service recognized by 
engineers are covered by definitions standardized by the Institute of Radio Engineers. 
This classification depends primarily on the fraction of input cycle during which 
plate current is expected to flow under rated full,load conditions. The classes are 
Class A, Class AB, Class B, and Class C. The term, cut•off bias, used in these 
definitions is the value of grid bias at which plate current is some very small value. 

Class A Amplifier. A class A amplifier is an amplifier in which the grid bias 
and alternating grid voltages are such that plate current in a specific tube flows 
at all times. 

Class AB Amplifier. A class AB amplifier is an amplifier in which the grid 
bias and alternating grid voltages are such that plate current in a specific tube flows 
for appreciably more than half but less than the entire electrical cycle. 

Class B Amplifier. A class B amplifier is an amplifier in which the grid bias 
is approximately equal to the cut•off value so that the plate current is approximately 
zero when no exciting grid voltage is applied, and so that plate current in a specific 
tube flows for approximately one•half of each cycle when an alternating grid voltage 
is applied. 

Class C Amplifier. A class C amplifier is an amplifier in which the grid bias 
is appreciably greater than the cut•off value so that the plate current in each tube 
is zero when no alternating grid voltage is applied, and so that plate current flows 
in a specific tube for appreciably less than one-half of each cycle when an alternating 
grid voltage is applied. 

NOTE:-To denote that grid current does not flow during any part of the 
input cycle, the suffix 1 may be added to the letter or letters of the class identification. 
The suffix 2 may be used to denote that grid current flows during some part of 
the cycle. 

For radio-frequency amplifiers which operate into a selective tuned circuit, as 
in radio transmitter applications, or under requirements where distortion is not an 
important factor, any of the above classes of amplifiers may be used, either with a 
single tube or a push•pull stage. For audio-frequency amplifiers in which distortion 
is an important factor, only Class A amplifiers permit single-tube operation. In this 
case, operating conditions are usually chosen so that distortion is kept below the 
conventional S'% for triodes and the conventional 7 to 10% for tetrodes or pentodes. 
Distortion can be reduced below these figures by means of special circuit arrange• 
ments such as that discussed under inverse feedback on page 21. With Class A 
amplifiers, reduced distortion with improved power performance can be obtamed by 
using a push•pull stage for audio service. With Class AB and Class B amplifiers, 
a balanced amplifier stage using two tubes is required for audio service. 

As a Class A voltage amplifier, a radio tube is used to reproduce grid voltage 
variations across an impedance or a resistance in the plate circuit. These variations 
are essentially of the same form as the input signal voltage impressed on the grid, 
but of increased amplitude. This is accomplished by• operating the tube at a suitable 
grid bias so that the applied grid•input voltage produces plate•current variations 
proportional to the signal swings. Since the voltage variation obtained in the plate 
circuit is much larger than that required to swing the grid, amplification of the 
signal is obtained. Fig. 4 gives a graphical illustration of this method of amplifica• 
tion and shows, by means of the grid-voltage vs. plate-current characteristics, the 
effect of an input signal (S) applied to the grid of a tube. 0 is the resulting 
amplified plate-current variation. 
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The plate current Rowing through the load resistance (R) of Fig. 5 causes a 
voltage drop which varies directly with the plate current. The ratio of this voltage 
variation produced in the load resistance to the input signal voltage is the voltage 

- GRID VOLT~ I 

' INPUT SIGNAL I 
13) 

Fig I 

amplification, or gain, provided by the tube. The voltage amplification due to the 
tube is expressed by the following convenient formulae : 

. . . . Load resistance 
Voltage Ampli6cauon = Amph6cat1on factor Load reaisrancc + "p.:,.Ja-,'--', - ,-..,~i-st-an_cc_ ' or 

Tranaconductancc in mic.romb05 X Plate reaistancc X Load resistance 
1000000 X (Plate resistance + Load resistance) 

From the first formula, it can be seen that the gain actually obtainable from 
the tube is less than the tube's amplification factor but that the gain approaches the 
amplification factor when the load resistance is large compared to the tube's plate 
resistance. Fig. 6 shows graphically how the gain approaches the mu of the tube 
as load resistance is increased. From the curve it can be seen that to obtain high 

,. gain in a voltage amplifier, a high value of load resistance should be used. 
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Fig. 6 

In a resistance-coupled amplifier, the resistance of the tube's load is approxi, 
mately equal to the plate resistor in parallel with the grid resistor of the following 
stage. Hence, to obtain a large value of load resistance, it is necessary to use a 
plate resistor and a grid resistor of large resistance. However, the plate resistor 
should not be too large. The flow of plate current through the plate resistor 
produces a voltage drop which reduces the plate voltage applied to the tube. If the 
plate resistor is too large, this drop will be too large, the plate voltage on the tube 
will be too small and the voltage output of the tube will be too small. Also, the grid 
resistor of the following stage should not be too large because an amplifier tube may 
become unstable if its grid resistor is too large. The recommended values of plate 
resistor and grid resistor for the tube types used in resistance-coupled circu its, and 
the values of gain obtainable, are shown in the RESIST AN CE-COUPLED AMPLI
PIER SECTION. 

The input impedance of a radio tube, that is, the impedance between grid and 
cathode, is very high at audio frequencies when the tube is operated with a negative 
grid. Hence in a Class A1 or Class AB1 transformer-coupled audio amplifier, the 
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loading imposed by the grid on the input transformer is negligible. The secondary 
impedance of a Class A1 or Class AB1 input transformer therefore is not limited 
by the input impedance of the tube; the secondary impedance is limited, however. 
by other transformer design considerations. 

A super-control amplifier tube is a modified construction of a pentode or a 
screen-grid type and is designed to reduce modulation-distortion and cross-modulation 
in radio-frequency stages. Cross-modulation is the effect produced in a radio 
receiver by an interfering station "riding through" on the carrier of the station to 
which the receiver is tuned. Modulation-distor tion is a distortion of the modulated 
carrier and appears as audio-frequency distortion in the output. This effect is 
produced by a radio-frequency amplifier stage operating on an excessively curved 
characteristic when the grid bias has been increased to reduce volume. T he offending 
stage for cross-modulation is usually the first radio- frequency amplifier, while for 
modulation-distortion, the cause is usually the last intermediate-frequency stage. 

CATHODE PLATE 

Pi11. 7 

Pig. 8 

SUPPRESSOR GRID SCREEN 

The characteristics of super-control types are such as to enable the tube to handle 
both large and small input signals with minimum distortion over a wide range. A 
cross-section of the structure of a 6K7, a typical super-control tube, is shown in 
Pig. 7. The super-control action is due to the structure of the grid which provides 
a variation in amplification factor with change in grid bias. The grid is wound 
with coarse spacing at the middle and with close spacing at the ends. When weak 
signals and low grid bias are applied to the tube, the effect of the non-uniform turn 
spacing of the grid on cathode emission and tube characteristics is essentially the 
same as for uniform spacing. As the grid bias is made more negative to handle 
larger input signals, the electron flow from the sections of the cathode enclosed by 
the ends of the grid is cut off. The plate current and other tube characteristics are 
then dependent on the electron flow through the coarse section of the grid. Thie 
action changes the gain of t he tube so that large signals may be handled with 
minimum distortion due to cross-modulation and modulation distortion. Fig. 8 shows 
a typical plate-current vs. grid-voltage curve for a super-control type compared with 
the curve for a type having a uniformly spaced grid . It will be noted that while 
t he curves are similar at small grid-bias voltages, the plate current of the super· 
control tube drops quite slowly with large values of bias voltage. This slow change 
makes it possible for the tube to handle large signals satisfactorily. Since super· 
control types can accommodate large and small signals, they are particularly suitable 
for use in sets having automatic volume control. Super-control types also are known 
as remote cut•off types. 

As a Class A power amplifier, a radio tube is used in the output stage of radio 
receivers to supply relatively large amounts of power to the loudspeaker. For thie • 
application, large power output is o f much greater importance than high ·voltage 
amplification, so that gain possibilities are sacrificed in the design of power tubes 
to obtain power-handling capability. Power tubes of the triode type in Class A 
scn ·ice arc charactcri~cd by low power-sensitivity, low platc•powcr efficiency, and low 
distortion. Power tubes of the pentode type arc characterized by hieh power• • 
sensitivity, high platc·powcr efficiency, and relatively high distortion. T he beam 
power amplifier type 6L6 has a still higher power sensitivity and efficiency and ha, 
a higher power output capability than triode or pentode types. 
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A Class A power amplifier is also used as a driver to supply power to a Class 
:\B or a Class B output stage. It is usually advisable to use a triode type, rather 
than a pentode, in a d river stage because of the lower distortion of the triode. 

IIIE 

8 • 8 - A-C f"ILA~ CNT 5UPPL'f 

Fig. 9 Pig. 10 

Either push-pull or parallel operation of power cubes may be employed with 
Class A amplifiers to obtain increased output. The parallel connection (Fig. 9 ) 
provides twice the output of a single tube with the same value of grid-signal voltage, 
The push-pull connection (Fig. 10) requires twice tlie input-signal voltage, but has, 
in addition to increase in power, a number of important advantages over single-tube 
operation. Distortion due to even-order harmonics and hum due to plate-supply• 
voltage fluctuations are either eliminated or decidedly reduced through cancellation. 
Since distortion is less than for single-tube operation, appreciably more than twice 
single-tube output can be obtained by decreasing the load resistance. 

Operation of power cubes so that the grids run positive is inadvisable except 
under conditions such as are discussed later in this section for Class A B and Class B 
amplifiers. 

Power output for triodes as single-tube Class A amplifiers can be calculated 
without serious error from the plate family of curves by assuming a resistance load, 
The proper plate current, grid bias, and optimum load resistance, as well as the 
per cent second-harmonic distortion , can also be determined. The calculations are 
made graphically and are illustrated by Fig. 11 for given conditions. The procedure 
is as follows : A straight line XY is drawn through the point P on the plate family 
of curves. This point is determined by the tentatively chosen values of plate voltage 
and plate current. T he slope of the line XY corresponds to the value of load 
resistance tentatively chosen. The slope of XY is determined by adjusting a line 
through P so t hat the voltage value ( at the intersection of the line with the zero• 
current ax is) divided by the current value (at the intersection of the line with the 
zero-voltage axis) gives the desired trial load resistance, A more direct method is 
to draw any convenient line AB having the proper slope, and then to draw XY 
parallel to it and through P. To draw AB, choose any convenient voltage value on 
the zero-current axis. A line drawn through this point and given the proper slope 
must intersect the zero-voltage axis at a current value equal to the chosen voltage 
divided by the chosen resistance value. 

In calculating power output, it is assumed that the peak alternating grid voltage 
is sufficient to swing the grid from the operating-bias value to zero bias on the 
positive swing and to a value twice the fixed bias on the negative swing. Identifying 
the maximum and minimum values o f plate voltage and plate cu rrent for the grid
voltage swing as E max., E min., I max., I min., the power output is given by the 
formula : 

P O 
(l max. - l min. ) X (E max. - E min.) 

ower utput = 
8 

If E ia in volta and I in milliamperes, power output is in milliwatta. 

Per cent second-harmonic distortion is given by the following formula in which 
lo is the trial value of d-c plate current. 
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max.+ [ min. 
------- - lo 

Per cent 2nd Harmonic Di1tonion = --------- X 100 

l'ig. 11 

By 1ubetitution of values from curves in above power formula: 

I max. - I min. 

Example: Determine the undistorted 
power output of a 3-elcctrode tube at 
a plate voltage of 2 50 volts, a plate 
current of 34 milliamperes, and a plate 
load of 3900 ohms, given the plat<: 
characteristic curves as shown. 

Procedure : Draw through point (P) 
which represents p roposed operating 
conditions , line XY with alo.2_c corre# 
&ponding to 3900,ohm load. This may 

~B~onho/ 11~~\V~\ ~; Jr;~~el~~w
1~~~ 

point (M) at 250 volts and zero cur• 
rent, and point (Q) at zero volts and 
current equal to 2 SO volts divided by 
plate load of 3900 ohms, i.e., 250 7 
3900 = 0.064 ampere or 64 milli• 
ampere.a. 

Power Output 
(0.066 - 0.007) X (360 - 130) = 

8 
1.7 watta 

By aubatitution of values from curves in above distortion formu la : 

0.066 + 0.007 
----- - 0.034 

2 
2nd H armonic D istortion = ---------

0.066 - 0.007 
X 100 = 4.2% 

It is customary to make the final selection of load resistance such that the 
distortion as calculated above does not exceed 5 per cent, a value which experience
has shown to be permissible. Several approximations of load resistance may be 
necessary to obtain the optimum value for the trial value of plate current. 
Ordinarily, the plate load resistance for optimum conditions is approximately equal 
to twice the plate resistance. · 

To check the trial plate current, calculations should be made for 
currents above and below the trial value. The most suitable value with 

961-
1 
I 

d•c plate 
its corre• 

spending grid bias can then he selected, unless 
the value is higher than that recommended for 
the tube. In this event the maximum permissible 
value is chosen. I E =0.6Eo 

The proper load for triodes in push•pull 
power amplifiers may be determined by means of 
the plate family and the relation E=0.6 Eo, 
where Eo is equal to the desired operating plate 
voltage. The method is to erect a vertical line at 
E=0.6 Eo (see Pig. 12), intersecting the Ec= 0 
curve at the point (Im). A load line is then 
drawn throui:h Im and the Eo point on the zero• 
current axis. Pour ti mes the resistance correspond• 
ing to this load line is Lhe plate·to·plate load for 
two triodes in a Class A push•pull amplifier. 

Pig. 12 illustrates the application of this 
method to the case of two type 45's operated at 
Eo = 250 volts. Then 
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Eo - 0.6 Eo 100 
Plate•to•Plate Load=----- X 4 = -- X 4 = -4160 ohma 

Im 0.096 

This simple formula is applicable to all power ouq,ut triodes. The operating grid• 
bias voltage can be anywhere between that specified for single-tube operation and 
that equal to one•half the grid•bias voltage required to produce plate•current cut•off 
at a plate voltage of 1.4 Eo. Thus, for single•tube operation of the type 4~. the 
grid•liias voltage is recommended as -50 volts for 25'0 volts on the plate. Plate• 
current cut•off at 1.4 Eo, or 35'0 volts, occurs at -110 volts on the grid. One•half 
of this value is -f f volts, which is the most negative value permissible without 
departing from Class A conditions. 
Operation beyond this point will 
be accompanied by rectification 
and will no longer be representa• 
tive of a Class A amplifier. j 

The power output for push• ~ 
puJI triodes may be determined by :i 
the following formula: 2 

Im Eo 
Power Output = --

' 
[MIN, 0 

Pl.ATC \OLTS 

If Im is expressed in amperes and Eo 
in volts, power is obtained in watts. 
Thus, for Pig. 12, power output = 
0.096 X 250 + f, or 4.8 watts. 

•v 1$ THI: CONTIQ.•GAIO IIIAS WI.TA« AT THI: 01'1:RATINC l'OINT 

Pig. 13 

Power output for pentodes and for beam power tubes as Class A amplifiers 
can be calculated in much the same way as for triodes by means of the following 
formulas and a special plate characteristic family of curves, illustrated in Fig. 13. 

P O 
[I ma:a:. - I min. + 1.41 (Ix - Iy)]2 Rp 

ower utput = 
3 2 

If I is in amperes and E in volts, then 

R 
E max. - E min. 

P = I max. - I min. m ohma, 

and power output is .obtained in watts, 

P 2 d H . D' . I max. + I min. - 2 Io 100 er cent n armomc 1stort1on = 1 max._ 1 min-:-+ 1;4f (Ix - ly_} __ X 

p dH . . Imax.-lmin.-1.41 (lx-ly} 
er cent 3r armomc Distortion= 1 max._ 1 min. + 1.41 (Ix_ ly) X 100 

Per cent total (2nd and 3rd) Harmonic Distortion = V (% 2nd Har. Dist.)I + (% 3rd Har. Dist.)' 

The conversion curves given in Fig. 14 apply to radio tubes in general but are 
particularly useful for power tubes. These curves can be used for calculating 
approximate operating conditions for a plate voltage which is not included in the 
published data on operating conditions. For instance, suppose it is desired to operate 
two 6L6's in Class A1 push•pull, fixed bias, with a plate voltage of 200 volts. The 
published operating conditions for this class of service are for a plate voltage of 
2 50 volts. The operating conditions for the new plate voltage can be determined 
as foll~ws: First compute the ratio of the new plate voltage to the plate voltage of 
the published data. In the example, this ratio is 200/25'0=0.8. This figure is the 
Voltage Conversion Factor, Po, Multiply by this factor to obtain the new values 
of grid bias and screen voltage. This gives a grid bias of -16 X 0.8=-12.8 volts, 
and a screen vo1tage of 2 50 X 0.8 = 200 volts for the new conditions. To obtain 
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the rest of the new conditions, multiply the 
published values by factors shown on the chart 
as corresponding to a voltage conversion factor 

CONVERSION F'ACTOR~S 
04 

10 

of 0.8. In this chart, 
F, applies to plate current and to screen 

current, 
Pp applies to power output, 
Fr applies to load resistance and plate 

resistance. 
Firm applies to transconductance. 

a 
7 

6 

5 

4 

Jo~df ti~~s. fid~t:~n~
0~h: °v:~~~t !r F:hefo~e: i 2 

voltage conversion factor of 0.8. The chart ... 
shows that this value of FP is 0.6. Multiplying i:' 
the published value of power output by 0.6, the 
power output for the new conditions is 14.S' X 
0.6 = 8. 7 watts. 

Ill 
a: 
0 
::; 1.0 

~ 
A class AB power amplifier employs two z o.a 

tubes connected in push•pull with a higher !:! o. 7 

negative grid bias than is used in a Class A stage. ~ o.6 
With this higher negative bias, the plate and ~ M 

screen voltages can usually be made higher than ~ 
for Class A because the increased negative bias "' 0•4 

holds plate current within the limit of the tube's 
plate dissipation rating. As a result of these 0

·
3 

higher voltages, more power output can be 
obtained from Class AB operation. 

Class AB amplifiers are subdivided into 
Class AB1 and Class AB2. In Class AB1 there 
is no flow of grid current. That is, the peak 
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than the negative grid-bias voltage. The grids o.4 o.& o.a 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.~ 

therefore are not driven to a positive potential voLrAcc coNvtRs10N rActoR (re> 
and do not draw grid current. In Class AB2, 
the peak signal voltage is greater than the bias 
so that the grids are driven positive and draw 
grid current. 
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Because of the flow of grid current in a Class AB2 stage there is a loss of 
power in the grid circuit. The sum of this loss and the loss in the input transformer 
is the total driving power required by the grid circuit. The driver stage should be 
capable of a power output considerably larger than this required power in order that 
distortion introduced in the grid circuit be kept low. The input transformer used 
in a Class AB2 amplifier usually has a step•down turns ratio. 

Because of the large fluctuations of plate current in a Class AB2 stage, it is
important that the power supply should have good regulation. Otherwise the 
fluctuations in plate current cause fluctuations in the voltage output of the power 
supply, with the result that power output is decreased and distortion is increased. · 
To obtain satisfactory regulation it is usually advisable to use a choke-input filter. 
It is sometimes advisable to use a mercury•vapor rectifier tube rather than a vacuum 
type because of the better regulation of the mercury•vapor type. In all cases, the 
resistance of the filter chokes and power transformer should be as low as possible. 

A Class B power amplifier employs two tubes connected in push•pull, so biased 
that plate current is almost zero when no signal voltage is applied to the grids. 
Because of this low value of no•signal plate current, Class B amplification has the· 
same advantage as Class AB, that large power output can be obtained without 
excessive plate dissipation. The difference between Class B and Class AB is that, 
in Class B, plate current is cut off for a larger portion of the negative grid· swing. 

There are several tube types designed especially for Class B amplification. The 
characteristic common to all these types is high amplification factor. With this high 
amplification factor, plate current is small when grid voltage is .zero. These tubes .. 
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therefore, can be operated in Class B at a bias of zero volts, so that a bias supply 
is. not required. A n~mber of the Class B amplifier tube types consist of ~o 
tnode umts mounted m one tube. The two triode units can be connected m 
push•pull, so that only one tube is required for a Class B stage. Examples of these 
Class B twin triode types are the 6N7, 6A6, and 19 . 

. ~ecause a Class B amplifier is usually operated at zero bias, each grid is at a 
pos1t1ve potential during the positive half•cycle of its signal swing and consequently 
draws considerable grid current. There is, therefore, a loss of power in the grid 
circuit. This imposes the same requirement on the driver stage as in a Class AB2 
itage; that is, the driver should be capable of considerably more power output than 
the p~wer required for the Class B grid circuit in order that distortion be low. 
The mterstage transformer between the driver and Class B stage usually has a 
step-down turns ratio. 

The fluctuations in plate curre.nt in a Class B stage are large so that it i~ 
important that the power supply have good regulation. The discussion of the power 
supply for a Class AB2 stage, therefore, also applies to the power supply for a 
Class B amplifier; 

Inverse feedback is used in audio amplifiers to reduce distortion in the output 
stage where the load impedance on the tube is a loudspeaker. Because the impedance 
of a loudspeaker is not constant for all audio frequencies, the load impedance on 
the output tube varies with frequency. When the output tube is a pentode or beam 
power tube having high plate resistance, this variation in plate load impedance can, 
if_ no~ corrected, produce considerable frequency distortion. Such frequency 
d1stort1on c.an be corrected by means of inverse feedback. 

:~€]11 ~ :: t1•o 
+B +B 

Pig. 16 

The application of inverse feedback 
to a power output stage using a single 
616 is illustrated by Fig. 16. In this 
circuit, R1, R2, and C are connected 
across the output of the 616 as a voltage 
divider. The secondary of the grid· 
input transformer is returned to a point 
on this voltage divider. Condenser C 
blocks the d•c plate voltage from the 
grid. However, a portion of the tube's 
a,f output voltage, approximately equal 
to the output voltage multiplied by. the 
fraction R2/(R1 +R2), is applied to 
the grid. There results a decrease in 
distortion which can be explained by 
the curves of Fig. 17. 

Consider first the amplifier as being without inverse feedback. Sup,Pose that 
when a signal voltage ea is applied to the grid the a•f plate current i p has an 
irregularity in its positive half •cycle. This irregularity represents a departure from 
the waveform of the input signal and is, therefore, distortion. For this plate•current 
waveform, the a•f plate voltage has a waveform shown by e' P• The plate•voltage 
waveform is inverted compared to the plate•current waveform because a plate•current 
increase produces an increase in the drop across the plate load. The voltage at the 
plate is the difference between the drop across the load and the supply voltage; 
thus, when plate current goes up, plate voltage goes down; when plate current 
goes down, plate voltage goes up. 

Now suppose that inverse feedback is applied to the amplifier. The distortion 
irregularity in plate current is corrected in the following manner. With an inverse 
feedback arrangement, the voltage fed back to the grid has the same waveform 
and phase as the plate voltage, but is smaller in magnitude. Hence, with a plate 
voltage of waveform shown by e'p, the feed,back voltage appearing on the grid is 
as shown by e' 1 r. This voltage applied to the grid produces a component of plate 
current i'pt, It is evident that the irregularity in the waveform of this component 
of plate current would act to cancel the original irregularity and thus reduce 
distortion. 

After the correction of distortion has been applied by inverse feedback, the 

-21-



R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

relations are as shown in the curve for ip, The dotted curve shown by ipt is the 
component of plate current due to the feedback voltage on the grid. The dotted 
curve shown by i' P is the component of plate current due to the signal voltage on 
the grid. The sum of these two components gives the resultant plate current shown 

··6v 

Pig. 17 

by the solid curve of ip, Since i' P is the plate current that would flow without 
inverse feedback, it can be seen that the application of inverse feedback has 
reduced the irregularity in the output current. In this manner, inverse feedback 
acts to correct any component of plate current that does not correspond to the 
input signal voltage, and thus reduces distortion. 

From the curve for ip, it can be seen that, besides reducing distortion, inverse 
feedback also reduces the amplitude of the output current. It follows that when 
inverse feedback is applied to an aJl!plifier, there is a decrease in power output as 
well as a decrease in distortion. However, by means of an increase in signal 
voltage, the power output can be brought back to its full value. Hence, the 
application of inverse feedback to an amplifier means that more driving voltage 
must be applied to obtain full power output but that this full power output is 
obtained with less distortion. 

• The inverse•f eedback method 
shown in Fig. 16 can also be 
applied to Class A1 or Class 
AB1 push•pull amplifiers as 
shown in Fig. 18. The method 
requires that the input trans• 
former have a separate seconda, 
ry winding for each grid. The 
method is not recommended for 
use in ampJifiers drawing grid 
current because of the resistances IIDG 
introduced in the grid circuit. 

Inverse feedback can be ap• 
plied to any Class A1 or Class 
AB1 power amplifier tube but is 
especially applicable to a beam 
power tube. It is not generally 
applied to a triode power ampli• 
fier, such as the 2A3, because 
the variation in speaker imped• 
ance with frequency does not 
produce much distortion in a 
triode stage having low plate 
resistance. It is sometimes ap• 
plied in a pentode stage but is +o +o 
not always convenient. As Pig. 18 
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has been shown, when inverse feedback is used in an amplifier, the driving voltage 
must be increased in order to give full power output. When inverse feedback is 
used with a pentode, the total driving voltage required for full power output may be 
inconveniently large. Because a beam power tube gives full power output on a 
comparatively small driving voltage, inverse feedback is especially applicable to beam 
power tubes. By means of inverse feedback, the high efficiency and high power 
output of the beam power tube can be combined with freedom from the effects of 
varying speaker impedance. 

A corrective filter can be used to improve the frequency characteristic of an 
output stage, using a beam power tube or a pentode, when inverse feedback is not 
applicable. The filter consists of a resistor and a condenser connected in series 
across the primary of the output transformer. Connected in this way, the filter is 
in parallel with the plate,load impedance reflected from the voice,coil by the output 
transformer. The magnitude of this reflected impedance increases with increasing 
frequency in the middle and upper audio range. The impedance of the filter, 
however, decreases with increasing frequency. It follows that by use of the proper 
values for the resistance and the capacitance in the filter, the effective load impedance 
on the output tubes can be made practically constant for all frequencies in the 
middle and upper audio range. The result is an improvement in the frequency 
characteristic of the output stage. 

The resistance to be used in the filter for a push-pull stage is 1.3 times the 
recommended plate•to•plate load resistance; or, for a single•tube stage, is 1.3 times 
the recommended plate load resistance. The capacitance in the filter should have 
a value such that the voltage gain of the output stage at a frequency of 1000 cycles 
or higher is equal to the voltage gain at 400 cycles. A method of determining the 
proper value of capacitance for the filter is to make two measurements on the 
output voltage across the primary of the output transformer: first, when a 400,cycle 
signal is applied to the input, and second, when a 1000,cycle signal of the same 
voltage as the 400-cycle signal is applied to the input. The correct value of 
capacitance is the one which gives equal output voltages for the two signal inputs . 
In practice, this value is usually found to be on the order of 0.05 µf. 

A volume expander can be used in a phonograph amplifier to make more 
natural the reproduction of music which has a very large volume range. For 
instance, in the music of a symphony orchestra, the sound intensity of the loud 
passages is very much higher than that of the soft passages. When this music is 
recorded, it is not feasible to make the ratio of maximum amplitude to minimum 
amplitude as large on the record as it is in the original music. The recording 
process is therefore monitored so that the volume range of the original is compressed 
on the record. To compensate for this compression, a volume-expander amplifier 
has a variable gain which is greater for a high-amplitude signal than for a low• 
amplitude signal. The volume expander therefore amplifies loud passages more 
than soft passages and thus can restore to the music reproduced from the record 
the volume range of the original. 

A volume expapder circuit is shown in CIRCUIT SECTION. The action of this 
circuit depends on the fact that the gain of the 6L7 as an audio amplifier can be 
varied by variation of the bias on the No. 3 grid. When the bias on the No. 3 
grid is made less negative, the gain of the 6L 7 increases. In the circuit, the signal 
to be amplified is applied to the No. 1 grid of the 6L 7 and is amplified by the 6L 7. 
The signal is also applied to the grid of the 6C5, is amplified by the 6C5, and is 
rectified by the 6H6. The rectified voltage developed across RS, the load resistor 
of the 6H6, is applied as a positive bias voltage to the No. 3 grid of the 6L7. 
Then, when the amplitude of the signal input increases, the voltage across RS 
increases, and the bias on the No. 3 grid of the 6L 7 is made less negative. 
Because this increases 'the gain of the 6L 7, the gain of the amplifier increases with 
increase in signal amplitude and thus produces volume expansion of the signal. 

The No. 1 grid of the 6L 7 is a variable-mu grid and therefore will produce 
distortion if the input signal voltage is too large. For that reason, the signal input 
to the 6L 7 should not exceed ·a peak value of 1 volt. This value is of the same 
order as the voltage obtainable from the usual magnetic phonograph pick,up. 
The no•signal bias voltage on the No. 3 grid is controlled by adjustment of 
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contact P. This contact should be adjusted initially to give a no•signal plate 
current of 0.15 milliamperes in the 6L7. No further adjustment of contact P is 
required if the same 6L 7 is always used. If it is desired to delay volume expansion 
until the signal input reaches a certain amplitude, the delay voltage can be inserted 
as a negative bias on the 6H6 plates at the point marked X in the diagram. 

A phase inverter is used to provide resistance coupling between the output of 
a single•tube stage and the input of a push•pull stage. The necessity for a phase 
inverter arises because the signal•voltage inputs to the grids of a push•pull stage 
must be 180 degrees out of phase, and equal in amplitude. That is, when the signal 
voltage input to a Jush•pull stage swings one of the push•pull grids in the positive 
direction, it shout swing the other grid in the negative direction by an equal 
amount. When transformer coupling is used, the out•of •phase input voltages can 
be obtained from the output of a single•tube stage by means of a center•tapped 
secondary. When resistance coupling is to be used, the out•of•phase input voltages 
can be obtained by means of a phase inverter. 

Figure 1 5 shows a simple phase inverter circuit in which phase inversion is 
provided by triode T2. In this circuit, the voltage output of T1 is applied to one 
of the push•pull grids. A portion of the voltage output of T 1 also is applied from 
the tap on Ra to the grid of T2, The voltage output of T2 is applied to the other 
push•pull grid. When the voltage output of T1 swings the grid of T2 in the 

A-f" 
INPUT 
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TO PU$H
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positive direction, the plate current of T2 increases. This increases the voltage drop 
across the plate resistor R2 and therefore swings the plate of T2 in the negative 
direction. Hence, when the voltage output of T 1 swings positive, the voltage 
output of T2 swings negative. In other words, the voltage output of T2 is 180 
degrees out of phase with the voltage output of T1. The voltage output of T2 is 
made equal to the voltage output of T 1 by adjustment of the tap on Ra. For 
example, if the voltage amplification of T2 is 20, the tap on Ra is adjusted to 
supply one•twentieth of the a•f voltage across Ra to the grid of T 2. The a•f voltage 
across ~ is thus made equal in amplitude to the a•f voltage across Ra. The signal 
voltage inputs to the push•pull grids are then equal in amplitude and 180 degrees 
out of phase. 

In the practical application of this circuit, it is convenient to use a twin•triode 
tube combining T1 and T2. Operating conditions can be taken from the chart in 
RESISTANCE-COUPLED AMPLIFIER SECTION. The adjustment of the tap 
on Ra is not critical. 

Another form of phase inverter is shown in CIRCUIT SECTION. In this circuit, 
when the grid of the 6FS' swings in the positive direction, plate current through 
the tube increases and the voltage drops across RG and Ra increase. The plate of 
the 6FS' therefore swings in the negative direction, while the cathode swings in the 
positive direction. The input voltages to the push•pull grids are thus supplied 
180 degrees out of phase. The push•pull input voltages are equal in amplitude 
because RG is equal to Ra. It should be noted that this circuit is not to be used 
in a t•r•f receiver where the diode circuit is grounded by the mounting of the 
tuning•condenser rotor shaft on the chassis. A ground connection to the condenser 
would lower the impedance across Ra and would thus unbalance the input voltages 
to the push•pull grids. 

RECTIFICATION 

The rectifying action of a diode finds an important application in supplying 
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a receiver with d•c power from an a•c line. A typical arrangement for true 
application includes a rectifier tube, a filter, and a voltage divider. The rectifying 
action of the tube is explained briefly under DIODES, page 7. The filter's action 
is explained on page 3 7; its function is to smooth out the ripple of the tube output, 
as indicated in Pig. 20. The voltage divider is used to cut down the output voltage 
to the values required by the plates, screens, and grids of the tubes in the receiver. 

A half-wave rectifier and a full-wave rectifier circuit are shown in Pigs. 21 
and 22, respectively. In the half-wave circuit, cur• 
rent flows through the rectifier tube to the filter on :r /\ /\ TRANsroRM£A 

every other half •cycle of the a•c input voltage when ° V V V 5
~ 

the plate is positive with respect to the cathode. In 
the full-wave circuit, current flows to the filter on • A /\ /\ RECTrco1101..TJGt 

every half,cycle, through plate No. 1 on one half• 0V:=-=:: \:::::;-:::=::=::;-::=~::: PLATt,..,. 
cycle when plate No. 1 is positive with respect to ol V V \ L 
the cathode, and through plate No. 2 on the next r • VR:c~~~~~ 
half-cycle when plate No. 2 is positive with respect +i" A. A. A. A. A. CXlM8IN(l) 

to the cathode. Because the current flow to the AV.___. V_ V..__._ V.....,. V_ V.,._~ \ ~.f.:i 
filter is more uniform in the full-wave circuit than ° PLATcs,...,u 
in the half,wave circuit, the output of the full-wave 1' - - ~J~T 
circuit requires less filtering. Rectifier operating o--------~~~~ION 
information and circuits are given under each j--------., D·C VOLTAGE 
rectifier tube type and in the CIRCUIT SECTION. 

0
._ _______ ~~~ 

A voltage-doubler rectifier circuit of simplt> FULL-WAVE RECTIFICATION 

form is shown in Pig. 23. The circuit derives i~ Fig. 20 
name from the fact that its d•c voltage output can 
be as high as twice the peak value of the a•c input. The action of this circuit it
briefly as follows. On the positive half •cycle of the a•c input, that is, when the 
upper side of the a•c input hoe 18 pw,mve w1ch re11pe~t to the lower side, the upper 
diode passes current and feeds positive charge into the upper condenser. As positive 
charge accumulates on the upper plate of the condenser, a positive voltage builds up 
across the condenser. On the next half•cycle of the a•c input, when the upper side 
of the line is negative with respect to the lower side, the lower diode passes current 
so that a negative voltage builds up across the lower condenser. As long as no 

ruLL-WAVt RtCTlrltR 

Pig. 21 Pig. 22 
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current is drawn at the output terminals from the condensers, each condenser can 
charge up to a voltage of magnitude E, the peak value of the a•c input. It can 
be seen from the diagram that with a voltage of + E on one condenser and -E 
on the other, the total voltage across the condensers is 2E. Thus the voltage 
doubler supplies a no-load d-c output voltage twice as large as the peak a•c input 
voltage. When current is drawn at the output terminals by the load, the output 
voltage drops below 2E by an amount that depends on the magnitude of the load 
current and the capacitance of the condensers. 

Two rectifier types especially designed for use as voltage doublers are the 
all-metal 2S'Z6 and the glass 2S'ZS'. These tubes combine two separate diodes in 
one tube. As voltage doublers the tubes are used in .. transformerless" receivers. 
In these receivers, the heaters of all tubes in the set are connected in series with 

-25-



R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

Tr, T2 = SCPARATE rlLAME:NT 
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Pig. 23 
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Pig. 24 

a voltage-dropping resistor across the line. The connections for the heater supply 
and the voltage-doubling circuit are shown in Fig. 24. 

DETECTION 

When speech or music is transmitted from a "radio station, the station radiates 
a radio-frequency wave whose amplitude varies in accordance with the audio• 
frequency signal being transmitted. The r•f wave is said to be modulated by the 
a•f wave. The effect of modulation on the waveform of the r•f wave is shown in 
Fig. 25 . 

• UNMODULATCD 
R-r CARRICR 

A-r MODULATING 
WAVC 

Pig. 2S 

MODULATED 
R-r WAVE 

In the receiver it is desired to reproduce the original a•f modulating wave from 
the modulated r•f wave. In other words, it is desired to demodulate the r•f wave. 
The receiver stage which performs this demodulation is called the demodulator or 
detector stage. There are three different detector circuits in general use, the diode 
detector, the grid-bias detector, and the grid•leak detector. These detector circuits 
are alike in that they eliminate, either partially or completely, alternate half,cycles 
of the r•f wave. With the alternate half,cycles eliminated, the audio variations of 
the other half of the r•f wave can be amplified to drive a loudspeaker or headphones. 

Pig. 26 

A-r 
OUTPUT 

Q 

Pig. 27 

A diode-detector circuit is shown in Fig. 26. The action of this circuit when 
a modulated r•f wave is applied is illustrated by Fig. 27. The r,f voltage applied 
to the circuit is shown in light line, the output voltage across the condenser C is 
shown in heavy line. Between points a and b on the first positive half,cycle of the 
ilpplied r•f voltage, the condenser C charges up to the peak value of the r•f voltage. 
Then as the applied r•f voltage falls away from its peak value, the condenser holds 
the cathode at a potential more positive than the voltage applied to the anode. 
The condenser thus temporarily cuts off current through the diode. While the 
diode current is cut off, the condenser discharges, from b to c, through the diode 
load resistor R. When the r•f voltage on the anode rises high enough to exceed 
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the potential at which the condenser holds the cathode, current flows again and 
the condenser charges up to the peak value of the second positive half,cycle at d. 
In this way, the voltage across the condenser follows the peak value of the applied 
r,f voltage and thus reproduces the a,f modulation. The curve for voltage across 
the condenser, as drawn in Fig. 27, is somewhat jagged. However, this jaggedness, 
which represents an r•f component in the voltage across the condenser, is exaggerated 
in the drawing. In an actual circuit the r,f component of the voltage across the 
condenser is negligible. Hence, when the voltage across the condenser is amplified, 
the output of the amplifier reproduces the speech or music originating at the 
transmitting station. 

It is helpful, in order to understand the diode detector better, to consider the 
circuit as a half,wave rectifier. Considered this way, the diode is the half,wave 
rectifier tube, the r•f signal voltage is the a•c input, the r•f by-pass condenser C is 
the filter condenser, and the resistor R is the load resistance. Because the d,c 
output voltage of a rectifier depends on the voltage of the a,c input, the d-c voltage 
across C varies with the amplitude of the r•f carrier and thus reproduces the a,f 
signal. On the basis of this analogy, it can be seen that the condenser C should 
be large enough to smooth out r•f or i•f variations, but should not be so large as 
to affect the audio variations. Also, on the basis of this analogy, it can be seen that 
two diodes can be connected in a circuit similar to a fuU,wave rectifier to give 
full,wave detection. However, in practice, the advantages of this connection 
generally do not justify the extra circuit complication. 

The diode method of detection has the advantage over other methods in that it 
produces less distortion. The reason is that its dynamic characteristic can be made 
more linear than that of other detectors. It has the disadvantages that it does not 
amplify the signal, and that it draws current from the input circuit and therefore 
reduces the selectivity of the input circuit. However, because the diode method of 
detection produces less distortion and because it permits the use of simple ave 
circuits without the necessity for an additional voltage supply, the diode method 
of detection is most widely used in broadcast receivers. 

A typical diode-detector circuit using a duplex-diode triode tube is shown in 
Fig. 28. In this circuit, R1 is the diode load resistor. A portion of the a,f voltage 
develofed across this resistor is applied to the triode grid through the volume 
contro Ra. In a typical circuit, resistor R1 may be tapped so that five,sixths of 
the total a,f voltage across R1 is applied to the volume control. This tapped 
connection not only reduces the voltage output of the detector circuit but also reduces 
audio distortion and improves the r•f filtering. D,c bias for the triode section is 
provided by the cathode-bias resistor R2 and the audio by•pass condenser Cs. The 
function of condenser C2 is to block the d,c bias of the cathode from the grid. The 
function of condenser C4 is to by-pass any r•f voltage on the grid to cathode. A 
duplex-diode pentode may also be used in this circuit. With a pentode, the a,f output 
should be resistance•coupled rather than transformer-coupled. 

~
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Pig. 28 Pig. 29 

Another diode detector circuit, called a diode-biased circuit, is shown in 
Fig. 29. In this circuit, the triode grid is connected directly to a tap on the diode 
load resistor. When an r•f signal voltage is applied to the diode, the d,c voltage 
at the tap supplies bias.to the triode grid. When the r•f signal is modulated, the 
a,f voltage at the tap is applied to the grid and is amplified by the triode. The 
advantage of this circuit over the self,biased arrangement shown in Fig. 28 is that 
the diode-biased circuit does not employ a condenser between the grid and the 
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diode load resistor, and consequently does not produce as much distortion of a 
signal having a high percentage of modulation. 

However, there are restrictions on the use of the diode-biased circuit. Because 
the bias voltage on the triode depends on the average amplitude of the r•f voltage 
applied to the diode, the average amplitude of the voltage applied to the diode 
should be constant for all values of signal strength at the antenna. Otherwise 
there will be different values of bias on the triode grid for different signal strengths 
and the triode will produce distortion. This restriction means, in practice, that the 
receiver should have a separate-channel ave system. With such an ave system, the 
average amplitude of the signal voltage applied to the diode can be held within very 
close limits for all values of signal strength at the antenna. The tube used in a 
diode-biased circuit should be one which operates at a fairly large value of bias 
voltage. The variations in bias voltage are then a small percentage of the total 
bias and hence produce small distortion. Tubes taking a fairly large bias voltage 
are types such as the 6R7 or 85 having a medium•mu triode. Tube types having 
a high•mu triode or a pentode should not be used in a diode-biased circuit. Since 
there is no bias applied to the diode-biased triode when no r•f voltage is applied to 
the diode, sufficient resistance should be included in the plate circuit of the triode 
to limit its zero•bias plate current to a safe value. 

A grid-bias detector circuit is shown in Fig. 30. In this circuit, the grid is 
biased almost to cut•off, i.e., operated so that the plate current with zero signal is 
practically zero. The bias voltage can be obtained from a cathode-bias resistor, a 
C battery, or a bleeder tap. Because of the high negative bias, only the positive 
half cycles of the r•f signal are amplified by the tube. The signal is therefore 
detected in the plate circuit. The advantages of this method of detection are that 
it amplifies the signal, besides detecting it, and that it does not draw current from 
the input circuit and therefore does not lower the selectivity of the input circuit. 
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The grid-leak and condenser method, illustrated by Pig. 31, is somewhat more 
sensitive than the grid-bias method and gives its best results on weak signals. In 
this circuit, there is no negative d•c bias voltage applied to the grid. Hence, on 
the positive half•cycles of the r•f signal, current flows from grid to cathode. The 
grid and cathode thus act as a diode detector, with the grid•leak resistor as the 
diode load resistor and the grid condenser as the r•f by•pass condenser. The voltage 
across the condenser then reproduces the a•f modulation in the same manner as 
has been explained for the diode detector. This voltage appears between the grid 
and cathode and is therefore amplified in the plate circuit. The output voltage 
thus reproduces the original a•f signal. 

In this detector circuit, the use of a high•resistance grid leak increases selectivity 
and sensitivity. However, improved a•f response and stability are obtained with 
lower values of grid•leak resistance. This detector circuit has the advantage that 
it amplifies the signal but has the disadvantage that it draws current from the input 
circuit and therefore lowers the selectivity of the input circuit. 

AUTOMATIC VOLUME CONTROL. 

The chief purposes of automatic volume control in a receiver are to prevent 
fluctuations in loudspeaker volume when the signal at the antenna is fading in and 
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out. and to prevent an unpleasant blast of loud volume when the set is tuned from 
a weak signal. for which the volume control has been turned up high, to a strong 
signal. To accomplish these purposes. an automatic volume control circuit regulates 
the receiver's r•f and i-f gain so that this gain is less for a strong signal than for 
a weak signal. In this way. when the signal strength at the antenna changes. the 
ave circuit reduces the resultant change in the voltage output of the last i,f stage 
and consequently reduces the change in the speaker's output volume. 

The ave circuit reduces the r,f and i,f gain for a strong signal usually by 
increasing the negative bias of the r•f. i,f, and frequency-mixer stages when the 
signal increases. A simple ave circuit is shown in Pig. 3 2. On each positive 
half ,cycle of the signal voltage, when the diode plate is positive with respect to 
the cathode, the diode passes current. Because of the flow of diode current through 
R1, there is a voltage drop across R1 which makes the left end of R1 negative 
with respect to ground. This voltage drop across R1 is applied, through the filter 
R2 and C, as negative bias on the grids of the preceding stages. Then, when the 
signal strength at the antenna increases, the signal applied to the ave diode increases. 
the voltage drop across R1 increases. the negative bias voltage applied to the r,f 
and i,f stages increases. and the gain of the r•f and i-f stages is 'decreased. Thus 
the increase in signal strength at the antenna does not produce as much increase 
in the output of the last i-f stage as it would produce without ave. When the 
signal strength at the antenna decreases from a previous steady value. the ave 
circuit acts, of course. in the reverse direction, applying less negative bias, permitting 
the r,f and i,f gain to increase, and thus reducing the decrease in the signal output 
of. the last j,f stage. In this way, when the signal strength at the antenna changes, 
the ave circuit acts to prevent change in the output of the last i-f stage. and thm 
acts to prevent change in loudspeaker volume. 

The function of the filter, C and R2, is to prevent the ave voltage from 
varying at audio frequency. This filter is necessary because the voltage drop across 
R1 varies with the modulation of the carrier being received. If ave voltage were 
taken directly from R1 without filtering, the audio variations in ave voltage would 
vary the receiver's gain so as to smooth out the modulation of the carrier. To 
avoid this effect, the ave voltage is taken from the condenser C. Because of the 
resistance R2 in series with C. the condenser C can charge and discharge at only 
a comparatively slow rate. The ave voltage therefore cannot vary at a frequency 
high enough to be in the audio range. However, the ave voltage can vary at 
frequencies below the audio range and, at these frequencies, can compensate for 
most fading. Thus the filter permits the ave circuit to smooth out variations in 
signal due to fading. but prevents the circuit from smoothing out audio modulation. 

OUTPUT 
or LAST 
r-r STAGC 

AVC 
BIAS ---T-,.1\Nv,..J 

VOLTAGC 

Pig. 32 

OUTPUT 
or LAST 
I-r STAGt 

Pig. 33 

•3V, 

It will be seen that an ave circuit and a diode detector circuit are much alike. 
It is therefore convenient in a receiver to combine the detector and the ave diode 
in a single stage. Examples of how these functions are combined in receivers are 
shown in CIRCUIT SECTION. 

In the circuit shown in Fig. 3 2, a certain amount of ave negative bias ia 
applied to the preceding stages on a weak signal. Since it may be desirable to 
maintain the receiver's r•f and i-f gain at the maximum possible value for a weak 
signal, ave circuits are designed in some cases to apply no ave bias until the signal 
strength exceeds a certain value. These ave circuits are known as delayed ave, or 
davc, circuits. A clave circuit is shown in Pig. 33. In this circuit, the diode section 
D1 of the 6H6 acts as detector and ave diode, R1 is the diode load resistor, and 
R2 and •.! are the ave filter. Because the cathode of diode D2 fa returned to -3 
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volts, a d-c current flows through R1 and R2 in series with D2. The voltage 
drop of this current places the ave lead at approximately -3 volts potential. As 
long as the average amplitude of the rectified signal voltage developed across R1 
does not exceed 3 volts, the ave lead remains at -3 volts. Hence, for signals not 
strong enough to develop 3 volts across R1 , the bias applied to the controlled tubes 
stays constant at a value giving high sensitivity. However, when the average 
amplitude of rectified signal voltage across R1 exceeds 3 volts, the plate of diode 
D2 becomes more negative than the cathode of D2 and current flow in diode D2 
ceases. The potential of the ave lead is then controlled by the voltage developed 
across R1. Therefore, with further increase in signal strength, the ave circuit 
applies an increasing ave bias voltage to the controlled stages. In this way, the 
circuit regulates the receiver's gain for strong signals, but permits the gain to stay 
constant at a maximum value for weak signals. 

It can be seen in Fig. 33 that a portion of the -3 volts delay voltage is 
applied to the plate of the detector diode D1, this portion being approximately 
equal to R1/(R1 +R2) times -3 volts. Hence, with the circuit constants as 
shown, the detectpr plate is made negative with respect to its cathode by approxi, 
mately one-half volt. However, this voltage does not interfere with detection 
because it is not large enough to prevent current flow in the tube. 

TUNING INDICATION WITH ELECTRON-RAY TUBES 

In the electron-ray types 6E5 and 6G5, a triode is mounted in a glass bulb~ 
with a fluorescent target in the dome of the bulb, as shown in Fig. 34. The target 
is operated at a positive voltage and therefore attracts electrons from the cathode. 
Electrons striking the target produce a glow in a fluorescent coating on the target. 
When electrons are flowing to the whole circumference of the target, the target 
bas the appearance of a ring of light. 

An electrode, the ray-control electrode, is mounted between the cathode and 
target. When the potential of this electrode is less positive than the target, electrons. 
Bowing to the target are repelled by the electrostatic field of the electrode, and do. 
not reach that portion of the target behind the electrode. Because the target does. 
not glow where it is shielded from electrons, the control electrode casts a shadow 
on the glowing target. The extent of this shadow varies from approximately 100· 
degrees of the target, when the control electrode is much more negative than the· 
target, to zero degrees when the control electrode is at approximately the same
potential as the target. 

In the application of the electron-ray tube, the potential of the control electrode
is determined by the voltage on the grid of the triode section, as can be seen in 
Pig. 35. The Bow of the triode's plate current through resistor R produces a voltage
drop which determines the potential of the control electrode. When the voltage
of the triode grid changes in the positive direction, plate current increases, the
potential of the control electrode goes down because of the increased drop across R._ 
and the shadow angle widens. When the potential of the triode grid changes in. 
the negative direction, the shadow angle narrows. 

TRIODE 
GRID--

Pig. H 

CONTROLLING +l!· 
VOLTAGE 

Pig, 3f 

Electron-ray tubes are widely used as tuning indicators in radio receivers. In: 
this use, ave voltage is applied to the grid of the triode. Since ave voltage is at 2k 
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maximum when the set is tuned to give maximum response to the station, the 
.shadow angle is at a minimum when the set is tuned exactly to the desired station. 
Thus the electron-ray tube gives a convenient visual indication of correct tuning. 
The choice between the electron-ray types 6E5 and 6G5 for a receiver depends on 
-the receiver's ave characteristic. The 6E5 has a sharp cut•off triode which closes 
the shadow angle on a comparatively small value of ave voltage. The 6G5 has a 
remote cut•off triode which closes the shadow angle on a larger value of ave voltage 

-than the 6ES'. 

Electron-ray tubes are also used as indicators in vacuum•tube voltmeters. In 
-this application, an electron•ray tube has the advantage that it does not draw current 
from the circuit connected to its input terminals. 

OSCILLATION 

As an oscillator, a radio tube can be employed to generate a continuously 
.alternating voltage. In present•day radio broadcast receivers, this application is 
limited practically to superheterodyne receivers for supplying the heterodyning 
frequency. Several circuits (represented in Figs. 36A and 36B) may be utilized, 
.but they all depend on feeding more energy from the plate circuit to the grid circuit 
-than is required to equal the power loss in the grid circuit. Feed•back may be 

Pig. 36A 

B- A- D+ 
A+ 

B- HEATER B+ 
.TRANSFORMER 

Pig. 36B 

-produced by electrostatic or electromagnetic coupling between the grid and plate 
circuits. When sufficient energy is fed back to more than equal the loss in the erid 
circuit, the tube will oscillate. The action ~onsists of regular surges of power 
between the plate and the grid circuit at a frequency dependent on the circuit 
constants of inductance and capacity. By proper choice of these values, the 
frequency may be adjusted over a very wide range. 

FREQUENCY CONVERSION 

Frequency conversion is used in superheterodyne receivers to change the 
frequency of the r•f signal to an intermediate frequency.· To perform this change 
-in frequency, a frequency•converting device consisting of an oscillator and a 
frequency mixer is employed. In such a device, shown diagrammatically in Fig. 37, 
two voltages of different frequency, the INPUT AT 

r•f signal voltage and the voltage gen• R-r sicNAL rRcaucNcv ouTPuT AT 

-erated by the oscillator, are applied to F'REaucNcv Mixc R 
1
N/iftaMu1~

1Ni: 
the input of the frequency mixer. 
These voltages beat, or heterodyne, osc1LLATOR 

within the mixer tube to produce a 
plate current having, in addition to fREQUENc_v CONVERTER 

the frequencies of the input voltages, P,g. 37 

numerous sum and difference frequencies. The output circuit of the mixer stage 
is provided with a tuned circuit which is adjusted to select only one beat frequency, 
i.e., the frequency equal to the difference between the signal frequency and the 

-oscillator frequency. The selected output frequency is known as the intermediate 
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frequency, or i.f. The output frequency of the mixer tube is kept constant for 
all values of signal frequency by tuning the oscillator to the proper frequency. 

Important advantages gained in a receiver by the conversion of signal frequency 
to a fixed intermediate frequency are high selectivity with few tuning stages and 
a high, as well as stable, overall gain for the receiver. 

Three methods of frequency conversion for superheterodyne receivers are of 
interest. These methods are alike in that they employ a frequency,mixer tube in 
which plate current is varied at a combination of the signal frequency and the 
oscillator frequency. These variations in plate current produce across the tuned c; 
plate load a voltage of the desired intermediate frequency. The three methods differ 
in the types of tubes employed and in the means of supplying input voltages to the 
mixer tube. 

A method widely used before the availability of tubes especially designed for 
frequency,conversion service, employs as mixer tube either a triode. a tetrode, or 
a pentode, in which oscillator voltage and signal voltage are applied to the same 
grid. In this method, coupling between the oscillator and mixer circuits is obtained 
by means of inductance or capacitance. 

A second method employs a tube especially designed for frequency,converter 
service, in which the oscillator and the frequency mixer are combined in one tube. 
With this tube, called a pentc}grid converter, coupling between the oscillator and 
mixer circuits is obtained by means of the electron stream within the tube. The 
arrangement of electrodes in a pentagrid converter tube is shown in Fig. 3 SA. 
Grids No. 1 and No. 2 and the cathode are connected to an external circuit to act 
as a triode oscillator. Grid No. 1 is the grid of this oscillator and grid No. 2 is 

PLAT£ 

cs~:~ifs\iR) 
(CONTROL GRID) GRIDS N!3 AN!~ 

GRID N!.4 .LAT£ 
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(Sl~~tt NG!R
1
IO) 

THODE THODE 

HEATER , HEATER 

PENTAGRIO CONVERTER PENTAGRID MIXER 

Fig. 38A Pig. 38B 

the anode. These two grids and the cathode can be considered to be a composite 
cathode which supplies to the rest of the tube an electron stream that varies at 
oscillator frequency. This varying electron stream is also controlled by the r,f 
voltage on grid No. 4. Thus, the variations in plate current are due to the com• 
bination of the oscillator and the signal frequencies. The purpose of grids No. 3 
and No. 5', which are connected together within the tube, is to accelerate the 
electron stream and to shield grid No. 4 eleccrostatically from the other electrodes. 
The 6A8 and 106 are examples of the pentagrid,converter types. 

A third method employs a tube particularly designed for short,wave reception. 
This tube, called a pentagrid mixer, lias two independent control grids and is used 
with a separate oscillator tube. R•f signal voltage is applied to one of the control 
grids and oscillator voltage is applied to the other. It follows that the variations 
in plate current are due to the combination of the oscillator and signal frequencies. 
The arrangement of electrodes in a pentagrid,mixer tube is shown in Fig. 38B. 
The two control grids are No. 1 and No. 3. The r•f signal voltage is applied to 
No. 1. This grid is a remote cut,off grid and is, therefore, suited for control by 
ave bias voltage. The oscillator voltage is applied to No. 3 grid. This grid is a 
sharp cut,off grid and, therefore, produces a com_paratively large effect on plate 
current for a small amount of oscillator voltage. Grids No. 2 and No. 4 are tied 
together within the tube. They serve to accelerate the electron stream and to shield 
grid No. 3 electrostatically from the other electrodes. Grid No. 5' functions similarly 
to the suppressor in a pentode. The 6L 7 is a pentagrid,mixer tube. 
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Radio Tube Installation 
The installation of radio tubes requires care i f high-quality performance is to be 

obtained from the associated radio circuits. Installation suggestions and precautions 
which arc generally common to all types of tubes are covered 111 this section. Care£~ 
observance of these suggestions will do much 111 hclp111g the experimenter and radio 
technician to obtain the fu ll performance capabilmcs of radio tubes and circuits. 
Addit1onal and pertinent in formation is given under each tube type and in the 
CIRCUIT SECTION. 

FILAMENT AND HEATER POWER SUPPLY 

The design of radio tubes allows for some variation in the voltage and current 
supplied to the filament or heater, but most satisfactory results are obtained from 
operation at the rated values. When the voltage is low, the temperature of the 
cathode is below normal, with the result chat electron emission is limited. T his may 
cause unsatisfactory operation and reduced tube life. On the other hand, high 
cathode voltage causes rapid evaporation of cathode material and shortened life. 
To insure proper tube operation, t he filament or heater voltage should be checked 
at the socket terminals by means of an accurate voltmeter while the receiver is in 
operation. In the case of series operation of heaters, correct adjustment can be 
checked by means of an ammeter in the heater ci rcuit. 

The filament or heater voltage supply may be a direct-current source ( a battery 
or a d•c power line) or an alternating-current power line, depending on the type of 
service and type of tube. Frequently, a resistor (e.ither variable or fixed) is used 
with a d•c supply to permit compensation for battery voltage variations or to adjust 
the tube voltage at the socket terminals to the correct value. Ordinarily, a step-down 
transformer is used with an a•c supply to provide the proper filament or heater 
voltage. Receivers, however, intended for operation on both d•c and a•c power 
lines have the heaters connected in series with a suitable resistor and supplied directly 
from the power line. 

D-c filament or heater operation should be considered on the basis of the 
source of power. In the case of dry-battery supply, a variable resistor in series with 
the filament and the battery is required to compensate for battery variations. It is 
also recommended that an accurate voltmeter or milliammeter be permanently mstalled 
in the receiver to insure operation of the cubes at their rated filament voltage. 

0 Turning the set on and off by means of the rheostat is advised to prevent over•voltage 
conditions after an off-period. The voltage of dry-cells rises during off-periods. 
In the case of storage-battery supply, air•cell·battery supply, or d•c power supply, a 
non-adjustable resistor of suitable value may be used. It is well, however, to check 
initial operating conditions, and thus the resistor value, by mean~ of a voltmeter 
or ammeter. A resistor is not required in some types ot service, such as in the 
operation of the 2·volt series of tubes on a single storage-cell, and the 6.3-volt 
series of tubes from a 6-volt storage battery. 

The fi lament or heater resistor required when heaters and/or filaments are 
operated in parallel can be determined easily by a simple formula denved from 
Ohm·s law. 

Required Rc.sistancc (ohms) = Supply volts - Rated volts of tube type 
Total rated 6!amcnt current (amperes) 

Thus, if a receiver using three 3 2's, two 30's, and two 3 l's is to be operated from 
dry batteries, the series resistor is equal to 3 voles ( the voltage from two dry cells 
in series) minus 2 volts {voltage rating for these tubes) divided by 0.56 ampere 
{the sum of 5 X 0.060 ampere+ 2 X 0. l30 ampere), i.e., approximately l.8 ohms. 
Since this resistor should be variable to allow adjustment for battery depreciation, 
it is advisable to obtain the next larger commercial size, although any value between 
2 and 3 ohms will be quite satisfactory. W here much power is dissipated in the 
resistor, the wattage rating should be sufficiently large to prevent overheating. The 
power dissipation in watts is equal to the voltage drop in the resistor multiplied by 
the total filament current in amperes. T hus, for the example above, 1 X 0.56=0.16 
watts. In this case, the value is so small that any commercial rheostat with suitable 
resistance will be adequate. 
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For the case where the heaters and/ or filaments of several tubes are operated 
in series, the resistor value is calculated by the following formula, also derived from 
Ohm's law. 

Required Rcaiatancc (ohma) _ Supply vole. - Total rated vole. of tube. 
Rated amperes of tube. 

Thus, if a receiver having one 6A8, one 6K7, one 6B8, one 25A6, and one 25Z6 
1s to be operated from a 120-volt power line, the series resistor is equal to 120 volts 
(the supply voltage) minus 68.9 volts ( the sum of 3 X 6.3 volts+ 2 X 25 volts) 
d1v1ded by 0 .3 ampere (current rating of these tubes), i.e., approximately 170 ohms. 
The wattage dissipation in the resistor will be 120 volts minus 68.9 volts times 0.3 
ampere, or approximately 15 .3 watts. A resistor having a wattage rating in excess 
of this value should be chosen. It will be noted in the example for series operation 
that all tubes have the same current rating. If it is desired to connect in series 
tub.es having different current ratings, tubes of the lower ratings should have shunt 
res1s~ors placed across their heater terminals to pass the excess current. The 
required series resistor is then calculated on the basis of the tubes having the highest 
current rating. 

A-c filament or heater operation should be considered on the basis of either 
a parallel or a series arrangement of filaments and/or heaters. In the case of the 
parallel arrangement, a step-down transformer is employed. Precautions should be 
taken to see that the line voltage is the same as that for which the primary of the 
transformer is designed. The line voltage may be determined by measurement with 
an a-c voltmeter ( O, 1 50 volts). 

If the line voltage measures i n excess of that for which the transformer is 
designed, a resistor should be placed in series with the primary to reduce the line 
voltage to the rated value of tbe transformer primary. Unless this is done, the 
excess input voltage will cause proportionally excessive voltage to be applied to the 
tubes. Any radio tube may be damaged or made inoperative by excessive operating 
voltages. 

If the line voltage is consistently below that for which the primary of the 
transformer is designed, it may be necessary to install a booster transformer between 
the a-c outlet and the transformer primary. Before such a transformer is installed, 
the a-c line fluctuations should be very carefully noted. Some radio sets are 
equipped with a line-voltage switch which permits adjustment of the power 
transformer primary to the line voltage. When this switch is properly adjusted, 
the series-resistor or booster-transformer method of controlling line voltage is seldom 
required. 

In the case of the series arrangements of filaments and/ or heaters, a voltage, 
dropping resistance in series with the heaters and the supply line is usually required. 
This resistance should be of such value that, for normal line voltage, tubes will 
operate at their rated heater or filament current. The method for calculating the 
resistor value is given above. 

HEATER-TO-CATHODE CONNECTION 

The cathodes of heater-type tubes, when operated from a.c., should be connected 
either to the mid-tap on the heater-supply winding or to the mid-tap of a 50-ohm 
(approximate} resistor shunted across the winding. This practice follows the 
general recommendation that the potential difference between heater and cathode 
be kept low. In high-gain resistance-coupled circuits, the use of IO volts is 
euggested to minimize hum. If a large resistor is used between heater and cathode, 
it should be by-passed by a suitable filter network or objectionable hum may develop. 
In the case of the 6.3-volt heater-cathode types when operated from a storage 
battery, the cathodes are connected either directly or through biasing resistors to 
the negative battery terminal. When a series-heater arrangement is used, the 
cathode circuits should .be connected either directly or through biasing resistors to 
the negative side of the d•c plate supply, which is furnished either by the d-c power 
line or by the a-c power line through a rectifier. 
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PLATE VOLTAGE SUPPLY 

The plate voltage for radio tubes 
rectifying a.c., direct-current power lines, 
have caused the commercial development 
high-voltage d-c supply either from the 
driven by the car engine. 

is obtained from batteries, devices for 
and small local generators. Auto radios 
of a number of devices for obtaining a 
car storage-battery or from a generator 

The maximum plate voltage value for any tube type should not be exceeded_ if 
most satisfactory performance is to be obtained. Plate voltage should not be applied 
to a tube unless the corresponding recommended grid voltage is also supplied to 
the grid. 

GRID VOLTAGE SUPPLY 

The recommended grid voltages for different operating conditions have been 
carefully determined to give the most satisfactory performance. Grid voltage may 
be obtained from a separate C-battery, a tap on the voltage divider of the high
voltage d·c supply, or from the voltage drop across a resistor in the cathode circuit. 
This last is called the "self-bias .. method, since the cathode current of the tube ia 
utilized to produce the bias voltage. In any case, the object of the connection is 
to make the grid negative with respect to the cathode by the specified voltage . . 
With C-battery supply, the negative battery terminal is connected to the grid return. 
The positive battery terminal is connected to the negative filament socket terminal, 
or to the cathode terminal if the tube is of the heater-cathode type. If the filament 
is supplied with alternating current, this connection is usually made to the center-tap 
of a low resistance (20-50 ohms) shunted across the fi lament terminals. This method 
reduces hum disturbances caused by the a,c supply. If bias voltages are obtained 
from the voltage divider of a high-voltage d·c supply, the grid return is connected 
to a more negative tap than the cathode. 

p The self-biasing method utilizes the voltage drop produced by the cathode 
current flowing through a resistor (Pig. 39) connected between the cathode and the 
negative terminal of the B·supply. The cathode current is, of course, equal to the 
plate current in the case of a triode, or to the sum of the plate and screen current 
in the case of a tetrode, pentode, or beam power tube. Since the voltage drop 
along the resistance is increasingly negative with respect to the cathode, the required 
negative grid-bias voltage can be obtained by connecting the grid return to the 
negative end of the resistance. 

C C 

-R: CRID-BIASINC RESISTOR -T = nLAMENT TRANSrORMER 

.. 
5 

B• 
C: BY-PASS CONDENSER 

The size of the resistance for self-biasing a single tube can be determined from 
the following formula: 

Resistance (obma) = Dcsirau grid - bias voltage X 1000 
Rated cathode current in milliamperes 

Thu~,. the resistance required to produce 9 volts bias for a mode which operates at 
3 milliamperes plate current is 9 X 1000/3 = 3000 ohms. If the cathode current of 
more than one tube passes through the resistor, the size of the resistor will be 
determined by the total current. As indicated above, for tctrodes, pentodes, or 
beam power tubes, the cathode current is the sum of the screen and the plate current. 
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Grid voltage variation for the r•f amplifier stages is a convenient and frequently 
used method for controlling receiver volume. The variable voltage supplied to the 
grid is obtained from a bleeder circuit by means of a potentiometer; by the self •bias 
method using a variable resistor;, or, with automatic volume control (ave), from a 
bleeder circuit by means of changes in bleeder current caused by the ave tube. In 
any case, it is important that the control be arranged so that less than the minimum 
recommended grid-bias voltage cannot be applied to the grid. This requirement 
may be met by a stop on the potentiometer, by a fixed resistance in series with the 
variable section, or by a fixed cathode resistance in addition to the regulating resistor. 
See Figs. 40 to 4 2. 

e- B+ 

Pig. 40 Pig. 41 Pig. 42 

SCREEN VOLTAGE SUPPLY 
The positive voltage for the screen of a radio tube is usually obtained from a 

tap on the B•supply. For screen grid types of the four-electrode (or tetrode) 
construction, the screen voltage should be obtained by connecting the screen either 
directly to the proper voltage tap or through a potentiometer connected across the 
B-supply, but never through a series resistance to a high-voltage supply. This latter 
arrangement will not usually be satisfactory because of screen•current variations. 
Pentodes and beam power tubes, however. may utilize the series-resistor arrangement 
because tubes having suppressor action provide greater uniformity of the screen• 
current characteristic. Fig. 43 shows a pentode with screen voltage supplied through 
a series resistor. ~ 

B+ A+ A- a- a+ 

Pig. 43 Pig. H 

Screen voltage variation for the r•f amplifier stages is sometimes used for 
volume control of the receiver. Reduced screen voltage lowers the mutual con• 
ductance of the tube and results in decreased gain per stage. The voltage variation 
is obtained by means of a potentiometer shunted across the screen voltage supply. ..ti, 
See Pig. 44. 

SHIELDING 

In high-frequency stages having high gain, the output circuit of each stage 
must be shielded from the input circuit of that stage. Each high-frequency stage 
also must be shielded from the other high-frequency stages. Unless shielding is 
employed, undesired feedback may occur and may produce many harmful effects on 
receiver performance. To prevent this feedback, it is a widely followed practice 
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to shield separately each unit of the high,frequency stages. For instance, iJ?, a 
superheterodyne receiver, each i,f and r,f coil may be mounted in a separate shield 
can. Baffle plates may be mounted on the ganged tuning condenser to shield each 
section of the condenser from the other sections. The oscillator coil ID;ay . be 
especially well-shielded by being mounted under the chassis. T~e shielding 
precautions required in a receiver depend on the design of the receiver and the 
layout of the parts. However, in all receivers having high•gain high-frequency 
stages, it is necessary to shield separately each tube in the high-frequency stages. 
With a1l•metal tubes, complete shielding of each tube is provided by the metal shell 
of the tube. 

FILTERS 

Feed•back effects also are caused in radio receivers by coupling between stages 
through common voltage-supply circuits. Filters find an important use in minimizing 
such effects. They should be placed in voltage-supply leads to each tube in order 
to return the signal current through a ]ow-impedance path direct to the tube cathode 
rather than by way of the voltage-supply circuit. Fig. 4f illustrates several . forms 
of filter circuits. In these, the condenser forms the low-impedance path, while the 
choke or resistor assists in diverting the signal through the condenser by offering a 
high-impedance to the power•supply circuit. 

The choice between a resistor and a choke depends chiefly upon the permissible 
d,c voltage drop through the filter. In circuits where the current is small (a ~ew 
milliamperes) resistors are practical; where the current is large, or regulation 
important, chokes are more suitable. 
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Fig. 45 

The minimum practical size of the condensers may be estimated in most cases 
by the following rule: The impedance of the condenser at the lowest frequency 
amplified should not be more than one-fifth of the impedance of the filter choke or 
resistor at that frequency. Better results will be obtained in special cases if the 
ratio is not more than one-tenth. Radio-frequency circuits, particularly at high 
frequencies, require high-quality condensers. Mica condensers are preferable. 
Where stage shields are employed, filters should be placed within the shield. 

Another important application of filters is to smooth the output of a rectifier 
tube. See RECTIFICATION. A smoothing filter usually consists of condensers 
and iron,core chokes, as in Fig. 46. In any filter design problem, the load 
impedance must be considered as an integral part of the filter because the load is 
an important factor in filter performance. Smoothing effect is obtained from 
the chokes because they are in series with the load and off er a high impedance to 
the ripple voltage. Smoothing effect is obtained from the condensers because they 
are in parallel with the load and store energy on the voltage peaks; this energy is 
released on the voltage dips and serves to maintain the voltage at the load 
substantially constant. 

Smoothing filters are classified as choke-input or condenser•input according to 
whether a choke or condenser is placed next to the rectifier tube. See Fig. 46. 

-37-



R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

The CIRCUIT SECTION gives a number of examples of rectifier circuits with 
recommended filter constants. 

CHOKE -INPUT TYPE FILTER CONDENSER-INPUT TYPE rlLTER CONDENSER f'IL TER 

l'i) I;) 

INPUT ~~ Rt~~:~tR 1 r•~u, , .. :-rr 
RE~~?l1tR I CI OUTPUT 

I FROM OUTPUT RECTIFIER 

T TUBE C TUBE 

0.--.------e e 

L=FILTER CHOKE C =FILTER CONDENSER 

Piri. 46 

Tf an input condenser is used, consideration must be given to the instantaneous 
peak value of the a•c input voltage. This peak value is about 1.4 times the RMS 
value as measured by an a•c voltmeter. Filter condensers, therefore, especially the 
input condenser, should have a rating high enough to withstand the instantaneous 
peak value, if breakdown is to be avoided. When the input•choke method is used, 
the available d•c output voltage will be somewhat lower than with the input• 
condenser method for a given a•c f late voltage. However, improved regulation 
tol?ether with lower peak current wit be obtained. 

OUTPUT-COUPLING DEVICES 

An output-coupling device is used in the plate circuit of a power output tube 
to keep the comparatively high d•c plate current from the winding of an electro· 
magnetic speaker and, also, to transfer power efficiently from the output stage to a 
loudspeaker of either the electro•magnetic or dynamic type. 

F~ : ill~~ ... ~ 
~ I0-30H TO 

B+ CHOKE LOUDSPEAKER 

~ 

PLAT£ 

TRANSFORMER METHOD CHOKt•COIL METHOD 

Pfg, 47 

Output-coupling devices are of two types, ( 1) choke-condenser and ( 2) trans• 
former. The choke-condenser type consists of an iron•core choke with an inductance 
of not less than 10 henrys which is placed in series with the plate and B,sufply. 
The choke offers a very low resistance to the d,c plate current component o the 
signal voltage but opposes the flow of the fluctuating component. A by•pass 
condenser of 2 to 6 µ£ supplies a path to the speaker winding for the signal voltage. 
The transformer type is constructed with two separate windings, a primary and a 
secondary, wound on an iron core. This construction permits of designing each 
winding to meet the requirements of its position in the circuit. Typical arrangements 
of each type of coupling device are shown in Fig. 47. Examples of transformers 
for push•pull stages are shown in several of the circuits given in the CIRCUIT 
SECTION. 
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RCA RADIO TUBE CLASSIFICATIONS 

The following table classifies RCA tubes according to their functions and 
cathode voltages. It is intended to assist the tube user in identifying type numbers 
and in choosing a tube type for an application. & new tubes have been made 
available, the importance of certain earlier types for new equipment designs has 

~ decreased. This decrease in importance to the designer is indicated in the table by 
showing these types in small light face. The new All-Metal types are identified by 
large bold face. 

Cathode Volts 1.1 1.5 20 2.5 3 3 5.0 6.3 7.5 12.6 25 30 

DIODES 
Detector (twin) - 6H6 
Recti!,er (hall-wavt>) 1-v 81 12Z3 

Recti!ier (full•wave, vacuum) 
5W4, 524, 523 
80 83-v 6X5,84 - -Recti!,er (full,wa,e, mercury) 82 83 

2526 
Roctificr•Doubler 25Z5 

TRIODES 
Voltage amplifier (medium mu) ~ -~JQ_- 27, 56 '99 :00-A, 01-A, 40 6(5, 76, 37 

Voltage ompl,fier (high mu) t---,-
6f5 -,-

Power amplifier ,_ 31 2A3, 45 ~o 71-A, 112-A ~o. so 
Clan B omr,lifier (twin) 19 53 6N7,6A6, 79 
Clo" 8 omplif,er (duel grid) 1,9 46 

TETRODES 
Voltage amplifier (,harp cut-off) 32 24-A 22 3::: 

Voltage ampl,f,er (remote cut-off) 35 

Power amplifier 148 

BEAM POWER TUBES 6L6 25L6 

PENTODES 
Voltage amplifier (,harp cut-off) 184, 15 57 6J7,6C6, 77 

Vohago amplifier (remote cut-off) 1A4, 34 58 
6K7,6L>6, 78 
39/44 

Power amplifier 1 F4, 33 
2AS, •17 6F6, 3A, 41 25A6 

59 42, 6A•I, 89 43 
PENT AGRID CONVERTERS 1A6, 1C6 2A7 6A8, 6A7 

PENTAGRID MIXER 6L7 

DUPLEX-DIODE TYPES 
With medium-mu triode 185 125S 5S 6R7,85 
With high mu triode <]N, 607, 75 

, 

With pcntode 1F6 2B7 688,687 

TRIODE-PENTODE 6f7 

ELECTRON-RAY TUBES 
With ,harp cut-off triode 6E5 
With remote cul-off triode 6G5 

KEY TO TERMINAL DESIGNATIONS OF SOCKETS 
Alphabetical subscripts D, P, and T indicate, respectively, diode unit, pentacle 

unit, and triode unit in multi•unit types. 

Numerical subscripts are used ( 1) in multi-grid types to indicate relative 
position of grids to cathode or filament, and (2) in multi•unit types to differentiate 
between two identical electrodes which would otherwise have the same designation, 

BP= Boyonet Pin 
F =Filoment 
G=Grid 

H =Hooter 
K =Cothode 
NC= No Connection 
P =Plote 

P8 ,,= Beom-Forming Ploto1 
S =Sholl 
TA =Torget 

Bottom '>'iews of sockets are shown throughout this book. 
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RCA-00-A 

DETECTOR 
The 00· A is a three-electrode 

storage-battery tube of the gas-filled 
type for use as a sensitive grid-leak 
detector. 

RCA-01-A 

DETECTOR, AMPLIFIER 
The 0l•A is a three-electrode 

storage-battery tube for use as a 
detector and as an amplifier. Base 
connections are same as for the 00•A. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

·~1( 
~ F' F' 

OO,A 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.)........ 5.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT ••• , , ••••. , • , , 0.25 
PLATE VOLTAGE •••.••• , ••••••••• , 45 max. 

Ol·A 
5.0 

0.25' 
90 

Volts 
Ampere 

135' max. Volts 
GRID VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 -4.5' -9 Volts 
PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ... • 15 
PLATE RESISTANCE ••• , ••• , , , • , ••• 30000 
AMPLIPICATION FACTOR •• , ••• , , •• , 20 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE • , •••••• , , , • • • 666 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • 85 
GRID•FILAMENT CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • 3.2 
PLATE•FILAMENT CAPACITANCE • , • • • 2.0 
BULB • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • S-14 

2.5 3.0 
11000 10000 

8 8 
725 800 

8.1 
3.1 
2.2 

ST,14 

Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
µ.µ£ 
p.µf 

µµ£ 

BASE ..•••••.•••.••.••.••••• Medium 4•Pin Bayonet Medium 4-Pin Bayonet 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 00,A and 01-A fit the standard four•contact socket which 
should be installed to hold the tube in a vertical position. 

As a detector, the 0l·A may be operated either with conventional grid leak 
and condenser or with grid bias. For grid,bias detection, plate voltages up to the 
maximum value of 135 volts may be used with the corresponding negative grid-bias 
voltage (13.5 volts approximately, at 135 volts). 

'These two types are used principally for renewal purposes. 
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RCA-IA4 

SUPER-CONTROL R-F 
AMPLIFIER PENTODE 

The IA4 is a super-control pentode 
of the filament type. It is useful 
as a radio , frequency amplifier or 
intermediate , frequency amplifier in 

~

GI G
2 

2 3 

---
I 4 

F• G3 
F-

battery-operated receivers. The 1A4, 
although similar in application to type 34, is constructed in a smaller bulb and. 
because of its Jess remote cut-off characteristic, requires less B-battery power. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.).................... 2.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • • . • • • • . • • • • • . • . . • • . • • • • • . 0.060 
PLATE VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • 90 180 max. 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2)........... 67.5 max. 67.5 max. 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1).............. -3 min. -3 min. 
PLATE CURRENT • . • • . • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • . • 2.2 2.3 
SCREEN CURRENT . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . . . • . • 0.9 0.8 
PLATE RESISTANCE (Approx.). • • • • • • . . . • • • 0.6 1.0 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR , , • , •• , • , • • . • • • • . 425' 75'0 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •••••••••••••••·•••• 720 75'0 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE (At -15 volts bias)... IS' 15' 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can) 0.007 max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • S' 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE . . • . • • • • • • • • • • . . • • 11 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperea 
Milliampere 
Megohm 

Micromhos 
Micromhos 
µ.p.f 
µ.p.f 
µ.µf 

BULB •••..••••••••••..•..•••••••...•.••••..•..••.•.• 
CAP •••......•..•.........•..•.••............•....... 
BASE •...•......•.......••.•.•••...•............•.... 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 4•Pin 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

For INSTALLATION and APPLICATION, refer to type 34. 

!:!l 
• ., ... 

I 

0 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 

I I I I 
TYPE I A4 

,- ;c;R~:~o vv:~/: =~~\ 
I 

I 
CONlROL-C.RIO VOLTS Cc,u 0 

J,--- -1 

l v-- -2 

v ~ Cc.1=-l 

V -4 

v~ -!'> 

~ 
-6 . -7 

- I 
eo 160 240 320 400 

PLATE VOLT$ 
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RCA- I A6 
G2 G1 

4 

PENTAGRID CONVERTER -p .G3 
G5 

6 
r+ r-

The 1A6 is a multi;electrode type 
of vacuum tube designec;l to perform 
simultaneously the function of a 
mixer tube and of ail oscillator tube 
in superheterodyne circuits. Through 

its use, the independent control of each function is made possible within a single 
tube. The 1A6 is designed especially for use in battery-operated receivers. In such 
service, this tube replaces the two tubes required in conventional circuits and gives 
improved performance. For general discussion of pentagrid types, see Frequency 
Conversion, page 31. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.). • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • 2.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • •.• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.060 
DIRECT lNTERELECTRODE CAPACITANCES (Approx.) 

Grid No. 4 to Plate (With shield-can). • • • • • • • • • • 0.25 
Grid No. 4 to Grid No. 2 (With shield-can)...... 0.2 
Grid No. 4 to Grid No. 1 (With shield-can)...... 0.1 
Grid No. 1 to Grid No. 2. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.8 
Grid No. 4 to All Other Electrodes (R,F Input)... 10.5 
Grid No. 2 to All Other Electrodes (Osc. Output). 6 
Grid No. 1 to All Other Electrodes (Osc. Input).. 5 
Plate to All Other Electrodes (Mixer Output)..... 9 

BULB •..•...••.•....•.•••••••• ••,•· •.•..••.•••••••••• 
CAP ••.••••.••••....••••••••••••.••••••..• ••.•······· 
BASE •••..•.••.•.•.•...•.••••••••....•......•..••.•• 

Converter Service 

PLATE VOLTAGE •.....•..••.•.•••••••••.••••... 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grids No. 3 and 5) ............ . 
ANODE•GRm VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) .••••••••••••• 
ANODE-GRID VOLTAGE SUPPLY* •••.•••••••••••••• 
CoNTROL•GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 4) .•••..•...... 
TOTAL CATHODE CURRENT • •••••••••••••••••••.. 
TYPICAL OPERATION 

Plate Voltage ••••••••••••••••••...... 
Screen Voltage •••••••••••••••••••••.. 
Anode,Grid Voltage •••...•...••...... 
Anode;Grid Voltage Supply ••••••••••••• 
Control-Grid Voltage •••••••••••••••••• 
Oscillator;Grid Resistor (Grid No. 1) ..... 
Plate Current •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Screen Current •••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
Anode;Grid Current ••••••••••• o;• ••••• 

Oscillator;Grid Current ••••••••••..•••• 
Total Cathode Current ••••••••••••••••• 

135 
67.5 
135 
135 
-3 

S'OOOO 
1.2 
2.5 
2.3 
0.2 
6.2 
0.4 
275 

180 max. 
67.5 max. 
135 max. 
180 max. 
-3 min. 

9max. 

180 
67.5 
135 
180* 
-3 

50000 
1.3 
2.4 
2.3 
0.2 
6.2 
0.5 
300 

Plate Resistance ••••••••••••••• •.• ••• ; • 
Conversion Conductance ••••••••• , •••••. 
Conversien Conductance (At -22.5 volts 

on Grid No. 4).. •• • • • • •• • • • • • • • •• • • 4 4 

Volts 
Ampere 

p.p.f 
p.p.f 
p.p.f 
p.p.f 
p.p.f 
p.p.f 
µp.f 
Jil'f 

ST,12 
Small Metal 
Small 6-Pin 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Ohms 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Milliampere 
Milliamperes 
Megohm 
Micromhos 

Micromhos 
• Applied through 20000•ohm dropping resistor, by,pwed by 0.1 pf condenur. 
The transconductance of the oscillator portion (not osclllating) of the 1A6 is 42 S' miaomhos under 

the following conditions: Plate voltage, lH to 180 volts·laaaeen volta_ge, 67.f volts; anode•grid voltage 
(no voltage,dropping resistor), lH volts: and zero oscil tor grid volts. Under these same condition& 
the anode,grid current ia 2.3 milliampereo. 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 1A6 require the use of a standard six•contact socket 
which should be installed to hold the tube in a vertical position. 

The coated filament of the 1A6 may be operated conveniently from dry,cells, 
from a single lead storage•cell, or from an air•cell battery. For dry•cell operation, 
a filament rheostat may be used together with a permanently installed voltmeter to 
insure the proper filament voltage. For operation from a 2•volt lead storage•cell, 
the 1A6 requires no filament resistor. Operation from an air•celJ battery requires a 
fixed resistor in the filament circuit. . This resistor should have a value such that 
with a new air•cell battery, the voltage applied across the filament terminals will 
not initially exceed 2.15 volts. 

Series operation of the filament of the 1A6 with those of other two-volt battery 
types is permissible provided certain precautions are observed. It is essential that 
shunt resistors be employed across certain filaments to carry the plate current 
returning from other tubes through these filaments. The shunt resistors should be 
adjusted to maintain the filament voltage of each tube at its rated value of 2.0 volts 
under operating conditions. It is obvious that the shunt resistor can also be used 
to adjust for a difference in filament current ratings. Series•parallel operation of 
two•volt types is not recommended because failure of one tube may cause excessive 
voltage across other tubes. Socket terminal No. 1 (see socket connections) should 
be connected to the positive battery terminal. 

Complete shielding of the 1A6 is generally necessary to prevent intercouplmg 
between its circuit and those of other stages. 

APPLICATION 
As a frequency converter in superheterodyne circuits, the 1A6 can supply the 

local oscillator frequency and at the same time mix it with the radio•input frequency 
to provide the desired intermediate frequency. For this service, design information 
is given under CHARACTERISTICS. It is important to note that the anode•gnd 
voltage and the plate voltage must each be higher than the screen voltage. 

For the oscillator circuit, the coils may be constructed according to conventional 
design, since the tube is not particularly critical for frequencies up to 10 megac-ycles. 
For higher frequencies the 1C6 should be used. However, it should be noted that 
the 1 C6 requires additional filament current. The voltage apflied to the anode-grid 
(No. 2) of the 1A6 should not exceed the maximum value o 13 5 volts, but should 
always be higher than the screen (grids No. 3 and No. 5) voltage. The anode•gnd 
voltage niay be obtained from a suitable tap on the B battery or from the plate-supply 
tap through a voltage•dropping resistor of 20000 ohms shunted by a by•pass 
condenser of 0.1 µ.f. The size of the resistor in the grid circuit of the oscillator is 
not critical but requires design adjustment, depending upon the values of the anode• 
grid voltage and of the screen voltage. Adjustment of the circuit should be such 
that the cathode current is approximately 6 milliamperes. Under no condition of 
adjustment should the cathode current exceed the recommended maximum value of 
9 milliamperes. 

The bias voltage applied to grid No. 4 can be varied over relatively wide limits 
to control the translation gain of the tube. For example, with 67. 5 volts on the 
screen (grids No. 3 and No. 5), the bias voltage may be varied from -3 to plate 
current cut•off (approximately -25 volts). With lower screen voltages, the cur-off 
point is proportionately less. The extended cut•off feature of the l A6 in ..:om• 
bination with the similar characteristics of super•control tubes can be uuhzed 
advantageously to adjust receiver sensitivity. 

Since the capacity between grid No. 4 and plate is in a parallel path with the 
capacity and inductance of the plate load, it is important to use a load capac1q, of 
sufficient size to limit the magnitude of the r•f voltage built up across the load If 
this is not done, r•f voltage f eed•back will occur between (late and grid No 4 to 
produce degenerative effects. For this reason, the size o the load conden,-er m 
the plate circuit should be not less than 50 µµf. 

Converter circuits employing the 1A6 may easily be designed to have a tram~• 
lation gain of approximately 40. A typical circuit which provides exceptionally 
uniform oscillator output over the entire grid•bias range is shown under type l C6. 
For details of oscillator coil assemblies, refer to type 2A 7. 
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in application to 

RCA-1B4 

R-F AMPLIFIER PENTODE 
The lB4 is a pentode of the fila• 

ment type. It is recommended for 
use primarily as a radio • frequency 
amplifier or detector in battery•oper• 
ated receivers. The l B4 is similar 

type 3 2 but is constructed in a smaller bulb. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.). • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . • 2.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.060 
PLATE VOLTAGE •••••••••••••••••• ,. • • • • • 90 180 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 

SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2)........... 67.5 max. 67.5 max. 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1).............. -3 -3 

Volts 

PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1.6 1. 7 
SCREEN CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.7 0.6 
PLATE RESISTANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1. 5 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • HO 1000 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •••••••••••••••••··• 600 650 
GRID VOLTAGE* (Approx.) .....•• ,........ -8 -8 
Grun-PLATE CAPACITA.NCH ( With shield-can) 0.007 max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . 5' 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE •• , • , •••••••• , , . . . 11 
BULB ............•.•.••.••.•••••........•..•....•... 
CAP ...•.........•.........•••••.......•..•....••••. 
BASE ...........•......•.••..•••....•.••...•....•... 

• For plate current cut•off. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliampere 
Megohms 

Micromhos 
Volts 
µµf 
µµf 
µµ.f 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 4·Pin 

For INSTALLATION. refer to type 34; for APPLICATION, refer to type 32. 

I I I I 
TYPE: I 64 

,_ C ~: 2,0 VOL TS O.C. 
SC.RCCN VOL TS : 67.~ 

-----V 
J/ ----

f1 _,-
IV 
j 

:r, / 
I/ ...... 
~ 

0 100 

AVERAGE: PLATE: CHARACTERISTICS 

I I I I I 
CONTAOL•CRID VOLTS Ec1=D ,_ 

200 
PLATE: VOLTS 
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RCA-1B5/25S 

DUPLEX-DIODE TRIODE 
The IB5/25S is a filament type of 

tube containing two diodes and a 
triode in a single bulb. It is recom• 
.fllended for use as a combined 
detector, amplifier, and automatic· 

volume-control tube in battery-operated receivers. For diode-detector considerations, 
refer to page 26. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.)..................... 2.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.06 
GRID•TRIODE PLATE CAPACITANCE. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3.6 
GRID•FILAMENT CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1.6 
TRIODE PLATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE............. 1.9 
BULB ••..••...•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BASE ••.••••.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Triode Unit-As Class A1 Amplifier 

Volts 
Ampere 
µµf 
µµf 
µp.f 

S'I-12 
Small 6•Pin 

PLATE VOLTAGE • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 135 max. Volts 
GRID VOLTAGE ••••.. '• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • -3 
PLATE CURRENT • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • 0.8 
PLATE REfilSTANCE ••...•....•••••••.•.•••••••• 35000 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR • . . . . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 20 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •••.••...•..••••. , • • • • • • . • • 57 5 

Diode Units 

Volts 
Milliampere 
Ohms 

Micromhos 

The two diodes and the triode are independent of each other except for the 
common filament. Diode plate No. 1 is located at the negative end of the filament; 
diode plate No. 2 is located at the positive end. Because of this arrangement, diode 
plate No. 1, when the diodes are used for different purposes, should be used for 
detection to avoid signal delay effects. Operation curves for the diode units are 
given under type 6B7. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 
The base pins of the lB5 /25S require the use of a standard six-contact socket 

which should be installed to hold the tube in a vertical position. 
For filament operation and shielding, ref er to type 1A6. 
The 1B5/25S is similar in application to the type 6R7. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 

1_
6
_,---..----.....-----,,----,.----,--.....,..aT.;.;;Rlc,;a;OO:;.:E,_.;U:;.;.N;.;.;IT'-,-_....,....._-r-_....-_,,___,___ 

"' ... 

TYPE 165/25S 
Ef=2.0 VOLTS O.C. 

1.2•1---~-1-----1 

~ 1.011---1----1--
0. 
!t 
,( 

:::; 0.8,t---i--+-
-d 
:I 

JOO 3!>0 
92C•4416 
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RCA- I C6 

PENTAGRID CONVERTER 

The 1 C6 is a multi-electrode type 
of vacuum tube designed to perform 
simultaneously the function of a 
mixer tube and of an oscillator tube 
in superheterodyne circuits. Through 

its use, the independent control of each function is made possible within a single 
tube. The 1 C6 is designed especially for use in battery-operated receivers. In such 
service, this tube replaces the two tubes required in conventional circuits and gives 
improved performance. It is especially useful in multi•range receivers which are 
often designed to cover frequencies as high as 20 megacycles. For general discussion 
of pentagrid types, see FREQUENCY CONVERSION, page 31. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.). • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • 0.120 
DIRECT INTERELECTRODE CAPACITANCES (Approx.): 

Grid No. 4 to Plate (With shield-can). • . • • • • • • • • 0.3 
Grid No. 4 to Grid No. 2 (With shield-can).... • • 0.3 
Grid No. 4 to Grid No. 1 (With shield-can)..... • 0.15 
Grid No. 1 to Grid No. 2...................... LS' 
Grid No. 4 to All Other Electrodes (R•P Input)... 10 
Grid No. 2 to All Othe~ Electrodes (Osc. Output). 6 
Grid No. 1 to All Other Electrodes (Osc. Input).. 6 
Plate to All Other Electrodes (Mixer Output)..... 10 

Volts 
Ampere 

µµt 
µµt 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 

BULB •.••.••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CAP .......................•••••.•.•.•••••..••.•.... 
BASE •.•.•..•...•••.•••••.•..•••••.•..••••••••••.••. 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 6•Pin 

Converter Service 

PLATE VOLTAGE ..•••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grids No. 3 and n ~ ........... . 
ANODE•GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) .............. . 
ANODE•GRID VOLTAGE SUPPLY* •••••••••••••.•••• 
CoNTROL•GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 4) ..... ....... . 
TOTAL CATHODE CURRENT • •.••••••••• ' •••••••••• 
TYPICAL OPERATIOr-

Plate Voltage ••••••••••••••••••...... 
Screen Voltage ...•.••••••••••••••••.. 
Anode•Grid Voltage Supply ••••••••••••• 
Control-Grid Voltage ••••••••••••••••• 
Oscillator Grid• Resistor ( Grid No. 1) .••.•• 
Plate Current •...•••••••••••••••••••• 
Screen Current (Approximate) ••.••••••• 
Anode-Grid Current •••••••••••••••••• 
Oscillator•Grid Current •••••••••••••••• 
Total Cathode Current (Approx.) ...... . 
Plate Resistance • • . • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • . • 
Conversion Conductance ............... . 
Conversion Conductance (At -14 

13S' 
67.5 
13S'* 
-3 

5'0000 
1.3 

2 
2.6 
0.2 
6.5 

0.H 
300 

180 max. 
67.S' max. 
13S' max. 
180 max. 
-3 min. 

9max. 

180 
67.5 
180* 
-3 

50000 
u 

2 
3.3 
0.2 

7 
0.75 
325 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Ohms 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Milliampere 
Milliamperes 
Megohm 
Micromhos 

volts on Grid No. 4) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4 4 Micromhos 
The transconductance of the oscillator portion (not osa1lating) of the 1C6 i1 1000 micromh01 

under the following conditions: Plate voltage, IH to 180 volts; screen voltagel 67. 5 volts; anode-grid 
voltage (no voltage•dropping resistor), 13 S volte; and :ir;ero oscillator grid vo ta. Under these aame 
conditions, the anode•grid current ia -4.9 milliampere,. 

• Applied through 20000,ohm droppin1 resistor, by,pasaed by 0.1 µf condenaer. 
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e 

R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

INSTALLATION 

Refer to INSTALLATION on type 1A6. 

APPLICATION 

As a frequency converter in superheterodyne circuits, the 1C6 can supply the 
local oscillator frequency and at the same time mix it with the radio-input frequency 
to provide the desired intermediate frequency. For this service, design information 
is given under CHARACTERISTICS. It is important to note that the anode-grid 
voltage and the plate voltage must each be higher than the screen voltage. 

For oscillator circuit information, refer to APPLICATION on type 1A6. 
Final adjustment of the 1C6 circuit should be such that the cathode current is 
approximately 6. 5 milliamperes. 'The cathode current should never exceed 9 
milliamperes under any condition of adjustment. 

This tube, which is similar to the 1A6 although not directly interchangeable 
with it, requires twice the filament current of the latter, but offers the feature of 
an extended operating range at the higher frequencies. This feature is of particular 
value in the design of multi-range receivers, since the oscillator section of the 1C6 
has sufficient mutual conductance to function at frequencies as high as 2 5 megacycles. 
In order to cover this same range of operation, the 1A6 requires the use of a triode 
connected in parallel with the oscillator section for frequencies above 10 megacycles. 

The maximum conversion transconductance is obtained with an oscillator,grid 
current of slightly less than 0.2 milliampere. The size, inductance, and coupling of 
the oscillator-grid and plate coils will determine this value. The coupling of these 
coils should be adjusted to make the oscillator-grid current the proper value 
(approximately 0.2 milliampere) when a grid condenser of 250 µµJ and a grid leak 
of 50000 ohms are used. For details of oscillator-coil assemblies, ref er to type 2A 7. 

t+-tr--rl--+--+--t---i500 I 
~ 400i 

"~I 
1+--+-t---J-t+-+---+-~!00 ... 

§ 

,l-+--+--11--i-~--..!IOO I 
-14 '1 •I • -6 '4 • 

CONTROL-GRID (GRIDNll4) VOLTS 
92C-5531RI 

V 
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and will deliver a 

RCA-IF4 

POWER AMPLIFIER 
PENTODE 

The 1F4 is a power•amplifier pen• 
tode for use in the output stage of 
battery-operated receivers. This tube 
has low filament• and plate•current 
requirements, high power sensitivity, 

considerable amount of audio output with 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.)..................... 2.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • . . . . . . . • • • • • • . . . . . • • . . . • • 0.12 

p½:~: ... ---
1 5 

F+ ~! 

low distortion. 

PLATE VOLTAGE . .. .. .. . .. • . .. • • • • .. .. .. 90 135 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 

SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2)........... 90 135 max. Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1).............. -3 -4.5 
PLATE CURRENT • . • • • • • • . • . . . . . . • . . . • • . 4 8 
SCREEN CURRENT .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. • .. .. .. 1.3 2.6 
PLATE RESISTANCE •....•.•.••..••....•. 240000 200000 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR •••••.•••••.•.• , . 340 340 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •.•••..•.•••••....•• 1400 1700 
LOAD RESISTANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • . . 20000 16000 
SELF•BIAS RESISTOR • .. .. • .. • .. • • • • .. • • .. 566 425 
POWER OUTPUT* • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . . . . . • 120 3 40 
BULB •.••••••••••.•••••..•••••••..•..•.........•.•.• 
BASE ...•••..•..••••••••••••.•••...•••.•.•.......••• 

• S% total harmonic distortion. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Micromhos 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Milliwatts 

ST-14 
Medium 5 • Pin 

For INSTALLATION and APPLICATION, refer to type 33. 

AVERAGE. PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
I I I l 

TYPE lf"4 
,._ C-f :2,0 VOi.TS 0,C, 

SCREEN VOi.TS :13:, 

0 

(.KID vo1.~s tc.1:0 

l!I 
i--- I----.--

I 
-1.S_ 

-
10 

,I//,,,. -) .o 

~v -"1.S 

:v Cc1=-f>,0 

.v - 7,S 

. -9.0 

I -10.s 

so 100 •SO 200 2S0 300 HO "100 
Pl.ATC VOLTS 'IZC-4607 
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RCA-IF6 

DUPLEX-DIODE PENTODE 

r+ 

The 1F6 is a duplex-diode pentode 
consisting of two diodes and a pen• 
tode in a single bulb. It is recom• 
mended for service as a combined 
detector, amplifier (radio-frequency, 

intermediate-frequency or audio-frequency), and automatic-volume-control 
battery-operated receivers. For diode-detector considerations, ref er to page 

tube in 
26. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.)..................... 2.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • . . . . . . . . . . . ...... , , , . . . 0.06 
GRID•PENTODE PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can) 0.007 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
p.p.f 
p.p.f INPUT CAPACITANCE • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

OUTPUT CAPACITANCE ................... , . . . . . 9 
BULB •..•....•...••••............................... 
CAP ....•..•......•......•.......................... 
BASE ..•..••......••.••••.•..•.•.......•............ 

Pentode Unit-As Class A R-F or 1-F Amplifier 

p.p.f 
ST-12 

Small Metal 
Small 6-Pin 

PLATE VOLTAGE . . . . • • • . • • • • • • • . • • . . . . . . • • • . . . . 180 max. Volts 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2).................. 67. 5 ma,c. 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1)..................... -U' 
PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.0 
SCREEN CURRENT . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.6 
PLATE RESISTANCE (Approx.).................... 1 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR (Approx.)................ 65'0 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ..••••••••••••.... , , , .. , . , . 650 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE (At -12 volts bias)*......... 15 

Pentode Unit-As Resistance-Coupled A-F Amplifier 
PLATE-SUPPLY VOLTAGE . . • . • • • • . • • 135 135 
SCREEN•SUPPLY VOLTAGE •.••••••• 135 135 
D-C GRID VOLTAGE, ••••••••••••••• -1.0 -2.0 
PEAK A-F GRID VOLTAGE •••..••••• 0.64 0.62 
ZERO-SIGNAL D-C PLATE CURRENT •• 0.42 0.42 
MAx.-SIGNAL D,C PLATE CURRENT •• 0.34 0.34 
PLATE RESISTOR , ••...•••••••••••• 0.25 0.25 
SCREEN RESISTOR , . . . . . . . • • . • • • • • • 1 0.8 
LOAD RESISTANCE . . . • . • • . . • . • • • • • • ** ** 
GRID RESISTORt . . . . . . . . • . . • 1.0 0.5 1.0 O.S' 
VOLTAGE AMPLIFICATION . . . . 48 43 46 41 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION. S' 5 S' S' 
PEAK VOLTAGE OUTPUT...... 30.8 28 28 25.2 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliampere 
Megohm 

Micromhos 
Micromhos 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volt 
Milliampere 
Milliampere 
Megohm 
Megohm 

Megohm 

Per cent 
Volts 

•• The load resistance across which the output voltage is developed, consists of the plate resistor, 
<:oupling_ condenser, and grid resistor of the following tube. 

t For the following tube. • For cathode current cut•off. 

Diode Units 
The two diodes and the pentode are independent of each other except for the 

common filament. The two diode units are placed at the neg_ative end of the 
filament. Operation curves for diode units are given under type 6B7. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 
Refer to INSTALLATION of type 1A6. The 1F6 is similar in application to 

type 6B8. The maximum value of resistance in the grid circuit of this tube should 
not exceed 1.0 megohm for any condition of operation. A family of plate charac, 
teristic curves is given on page 61. 
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RCA-1-v 
2 3 

HALF-WAVE RECTIFIER 
pwl<. 

I 4 
1-1 H 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VoLTAGB (A. C. or D. C.)............... • 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.3 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts A,C PLATE VOLTAGE (RMS).................... 310 max. 

PEAK INVERSE VOLTAGE........................ 1000 max. 
D,C OUTPUT CURRENT. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • S'O max. 

Volts 
Milliamperes 

BULB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BASE •••••••••••••..•...•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ST,12 
Small 4,Pin 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 1,v fit the standard four,contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. 

For heater operation, refer to . type 6A8. The d•c potential between heater 
and cathode should never exceed S'O0 volts. 

APPLICATION 

The filter may be either of the condenser-input or the choke•input type 
provided the recommended maximum plate voltage and output current ratings given 
under CHARACTERISTICS are not exceeded. 

If the condenser,input type of filter is used, 
consideration must be given to the instantaneous 
peak value of the a,c input voltage which, for a 
sinusoidal wave, is about 1.4 times the RMS value 
as measured with an a,c voltmeter. It is important, ~ 

OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 

TYPE l•V 
£r=6.3 VOLTS 

F"ILTER CONDENS£R=C 

therefore, that the filter condensers ( especially the ii: 4oot--t;=it--+-..,-.c~;;, 

input condenser) have a sufficiently high breakdown I:! 
rating to withstand this instantaneous peak value. i aoq-f---"~:"t"--~ 

Particular attention must be given to this point !c 
when the waveshape input to the plates of the 
rectifier tube is non,sinusoidal. 

When the input,choke method is used, the 
available d,c output voltage will be somewhat lower 
than with the input,condenser method for a given X 
a,c plate voltage. However, improved regulation, 
together with lower peak current, will be obtained. 
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RCA-2A3 

POWER AMPLIFIER 
TRIODE 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............. 2.5 
FILAMENT CURRENT •••••••••••••.••••• , • • • • • . . 2.5 
Grun•PLATE CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . • . • • • • 16.5 
Grun-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • . • . • • . . • • • 7 .5 
PLATE•FILAMENT CAPACITANCE , ••••... , ....... , , 5.5 
BULB •••••••••••••••••••••••••••....••....•••••••.•• 
BASE ..•.......•••.••.•.•..•••••.•.............•.... 

As Single-Tube Class A1 Amplifier 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C.) .................... . 25 

·~· 
~ r r 

Volts 
Amperes 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 

ST-16 
Medium 4•Pin 

Volts 
PLATE VOLTAGE •••.•...........•.............. 
GRID VOLTAGE* . • • . . . • .•••.•••••............. 
PLATE CURRENT •••.....••.....•••..•......... 

HO max. 
-45' 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms PLATE RESISTANCE •.••.•••.••••••.......•.•... 

AMPLIFICATION FACTOR •....•••••.•.•.••••••••. 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •••••••••••••••..•...•...•. 
LOAD RESISTANCE ••..•••••••.•••••....•........ 
SELP•BIAS RESISTOR .••••••••••••••...•.•.•....• 
UNDISTORTED POWER OUTPUT. , ••••••.••.•••••.• 

60 
800 
4.2 

525'0 
25'00 
75'0 
35 

As Push-Pull Class AB1 Amplifier (Two Tubes) 

Fixed Bias Self,Bias 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C.).............. 25 25 
PLATE VOLTAGE (Maximum).............. 300 300 
GRID VOLTAGE• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . • • -62 
SELP•BIAs REsisToR •••••••••••••••...••• 
ZERO•SIGNAL PLATE CURRENT (Per tube)... 40 
EFFECTIVE LOAD RESISTANCE (Plate•to•plate) 3000 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION. • • • • • • . • • . • . 2. 5 
POWER OUTPUT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • 15 

• Grid volts measured from mid-point of a•c operated filament. 

INSTALLATION 

780 
40 

moo 
5 

10 

Micromhos 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Ohms 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 
Per cent 
Watts 

The base pins of the 2A3 fit the standard four•contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube either in a vertical or in a horizontal position. For 
horizontal operation, the socket should be positioned with the filament•pin openings 
one vertically above the other. Sufficient ventilation should be provided to prevent 
overheating. 
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R C A RECEjVING T U B E M A N U A L 

APPLICATION 

As a power amplifier (Class A1 ), the 2A3 is usable either singly or in push· 
pull combination in the power-output stage of a•c receivers. Recommended 
operating conditions are given under CHARACTERISTICS. li!1 

The values recommended for push-pull operation are different than the 
conventional ones usually given on the basis of characteristics for a single tube. 
The values shown for Push-Pull Class AB1 operation cover operation with fixed 
bias and with self-bias, and have been determined on the basis of no grid current • 
flow during the most positive swing of the input signal and of cancellation of 
second-harmonic distortion by virtue of the push-pull circuit. The self-bias r~istor 
should preferably be shunted by a suitable filter network to minimize grid-bias 
variations produced by current surges in the self-bias resistor. 

When 2A3's are operated in push-pull, it is desirable to provide means for 
adjusting independently the bias on each tube. This requirement is a result of the 
very high transconductance of these tubcs-5250 micromhos. This very high 
value makes the 2A3 somewhat cnt1cal as to grid-bias voltage, since a very small 
bias-voltage change produces a very large change in plate current. It is obvious, 
therefore, that the difference in plate current between two tubes may be sufficient 
to unbalance the system seriously. To avoid this possibility, simple methods of 
independent self-bias adjustment may be used, such as ( 1) input transformer with 
two independent secondary windings, or ( 2) filament transformer with two 
independent filament windings. With either of these methods, each tube can be 
biased separately so as to obtain circuit balance. 

Any conventional type of input coupling may be used provided the resistance 
added to the grid circuit by this device is not too high. Transformers or 
impedances are recommended. When self,bias is used, the d•c resistance in the 
grid circuit should not exceed 0.5' megohm. With fixed-bias, however, the d•c 
resistance should not exceed S'OOOO ohms. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
~o 

£::;~~?so.c I 
,H ~ 
~ I 

t!j ,fl I fl 
1.$/'- .I I /I 

1&0 

I /', J l/ o '?1 

~ ~- I I I /p 
100 

I I "fa i I I ~ ~;, I , 

I I I ; rJ I /3 ~ 
&O ' 'j ~, 

) // I/' I" V i. v~ '.~ I . I 

i/ I~ I/ '/ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ z~o ~ 
0 IIU z, ,o "''° .. IV .. ,v (1110 

PLAT! VOLTS 92C-5233RI 
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RCA-2A5 

POWER AMPLIFIER 
PENTODE 

The 2A 5' is a heater-cathode type 
of power-amplifier pentode for use in 
the audio-output stage of a•c receiv, 
ers. It is capable of giving large 
power output with a relatively small 

input-signal voltage. Because of the heater-cathode construction, 
hum-level is attainable in power•amplifier design. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 2. 5' 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • ... • • • • • . • • • • • • 1.75' 
BULB ••••.•••••••••••..•.••••••••••••••..•..•••••••• 
BASE ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other chnracteristics of this type are the same 1111 for type 42. 

INSTALLATION 

a uniformly low 

Volts 
Amperes 

ST,14 
Medium 6• Pin 

The base pins of the 2A 5 fit the standard six-contact socket which may be
installed to hold the tube in any position. 

The bulb of this tube will become very hot under certain conditions of 
operation. Sufficient ventilation should be provided to prevent overheating. 

The heater is designed to operate at 2. 5 volts. The transformer winding 
supplying the heater circuit should be designed to operate the heater at thi& 

Gr recommended value for full-load operating conditions at average line voltage. 
The cathode should preferably be connected directly to a mid•tap on the

heater winding or to a center•tapped resistor across the heater winding. If this 
practice is not followed, the potential difference between heater and cathode should 
be kept as low as possible. 

APPLICATION 
Refer to APPLICATION on type 6F6. Additional curve information i& 

given under type 4 2. 

AVERAGE CHARAClERISTICS 
&Or----ir----i~--r--r---r--r-~-"T"".:.......,.;...-.,......-..--...----,,---. 

TYPE 2A~ 
E,f::2~ VOLTS 

~70t-----lt---i-----+---+--+,..,--+--.--f-r--w---l---J.~-+--~1---'---' .., 

l&ot-----,t-----l---t--t---:,,:rA---fl--L.A-....!../--f-!l-#--t.£..--4{---l-----l,---I 

3 
2$01-----lt-----f--l-----;{llf--+,l---i-,jr......-1-----,q_~-1-1--1-.t-l-----11----I--_J 
] 
z401-----1t-----1--1-~f-t-,H--¥-+-¥--hl!'---~--14--+-~-+-----11---'----l 
1:1 
a: 
~ a:lOt---t---it--~'----l-'---~~i'-+~-+,l--lii',---,,4---l--+---+-----11------I 
0 

~ 
;:.20J--t---it+---1+----i,~.,+-,,c+-+-hl-4--+---1---+--~---11----I 
IJ 

~ 
~IOJ--r.,1'--irr--f~~=-:a;,.c.f=~~~~-"::il--~~~+,;:--,:::,:::...._~---11----I 

400 400 
92C-$232 
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RCA-2A6 

DUPLEX-DIODE 
HIGH-MU TRIODE 

The 2A6 is a heater type of tube 
consisting of two diodes and a high, 
mu triode in a single bulb. It is for 
use as a combined detector, amplifier, 
and automatic-volume-control tube in 

radio receivers designed for its characteristics. For diode-detector 
refer to page 26. 

considerations, 

CHARACTERISTICS 

H EATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.). . ....... . ..... 2.5 
HEATER CURRENT .......... .. ••••.. .. , . . . . . . . . 0.8 
BULB ... . ......... • .. . . ........ •.. ..••• . . • .....•.... 
CAP . .. ... . .•..•............•••....... . . . . ... .. . . ... 
BASE ....... . .... .. .... ...... . .•.................•.. 

Volts 
Ampere 

ST,12 
Small Metal 
Small 6-Pin 

Other characteristics of this type are the same as for the type 75. 

INSTA LLATION 

The base pins of the 2A6 fit the standard six-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. 

Heater operation and cathode connection are the same as for the 2A 5. 

APPLICATION 

Refer to APPLICATION on the type 75. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
TRIOOC UNIT 

TYPC 7 5 TYPC 2A6 
c,::o.J VOL1S C1=2.!, VOLTS 

1.4!-- l-- +o.-,l~'l-!f'/-l--,l--1-/-- h-1--l---,f----,f----,f--__,f---l 

,, 
.. P.LATE VOL l:S 92C- $27? 
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RCA-2A7 

PENT AGRID CONVERTER 
The 2A 7 is a multi-electrode type 

of vacuum tube designed to perform 
simultaneously the functions of a H 

mixer ( first detector) tube and of 
an oscillator tube in superheterodyne 

circuits. Through the use of this type. the independent control of each function 
is made possible within a single tube. The 2A 7 is intended especially for use in 
a•c receivers having a 2. f•volt heater supply. For general discussion of pentagrid 
types, see FREQUENCY CONVERSION, page 31. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
HEATER. VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) ••••••••••••••• 25 

0.8 
Volts 
Ampere HEATER. CUR.RENT ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other characteristic, of this type are the same as for type 6A7. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 2A7 fit the seven•contact (0.75,inch pin-circle diameter) 
socket which may be installed to hold the tube in any position. For heater 
operation and cathode connection, refer to the type 2AS. Complete shielding of 
the 2A7 is generally necessary to prevent intercoupling between its circuit and the 
circuits of other stages. Refer to APPLICATION on type 6A8. 

Since the capacity between grid No. 4 and plate ia in a parallel path with the capacity and 
inductance of the plate load, it ia important to uae a load capacity of sufficient size to limit the 
magnitude of the r•f voltage built up across the load. If thi8 ia not done, r•f vQltage feed•back will 
occur between plate and grid No. 4 to produce degenerative effects. For this reason, the size of the 
load condenser in the plate circuit should be not leaa than 50 µµf. 

TYPICAL PENTACRID CONVERTER CIRCUIT 
L

1 
_____ __,TYPES 2A7 L 6A7 

E1?":r 
~T 

C = GANGCD TUNING CONDENSER 
R-f' 

INPUT 

GRID N114 GRID N12 
BIAS SUPPLY SUPPLY 

FREQ~NCY BAND 
MEGACYCLES 

T 

L 

GRIDS N113&S PLATE 
SUPPLY SUPPLY 

(40 TO 3SO µµ.r) 
C1,C2,Cs,Ca,C7" 0,1 IJ.f 
C3; 0.00025 IJ,f 
C4" SEE TABLE B£LOW 
Rt ::: 2f,OOOO OHMS, 0,1 WATT 
R2= IOOOO-f,0000 OHMS, 0,1 WATT 
IJ:?.= OSCILLATOR-ANOOE (GRID N!2) 

IIOLTAGE-DROPPING RESISTOR 

R4: 150-300 OHMS, 0,1 WATT 
R5: SCREEN(GRIDS N13&!i)f'ILTER RESISTOR 
L = 60-MILLIHENRY R·f' CHOKE 
T = 46S-KC I·F TRANSrORMER 

COIL-DESIGN DETAILS 

0,1!, TO 0.40 O,!>S TO I.S I.S TO 4.0 4.0 TO 10 10 TO 2!, 
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RCA-2B7 

DUPLEX-DIODE PENTODE 
,: The 2B7 is a heater type of tube 

H H ~ 
consisting of two diodes and a pen• 
tode in a single bulb. It is recom· 
mended for service as a combined 
detector, amplifier (radio-frequency, 

intermediate-frequency or audio-frequency), and automatic•volume•control tube in 
radio receivers. The 2B7 is intended especially for use in a•c receivers having 
2.5•volt heater supply. For diode•detector considerations, refer to page 26. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 2.5 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • 0.8 
BULB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CAP •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BASE ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other characteristics of thia type are the same as for type 687. 

Diode Units 

Volts 
Ampere 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 7-Pin 

Two diode plates are placed around a cathode, the sleeve of which is common 
to the pentode unit. Each diode plate has its own base pin. Operation curves for 
the diode units are given under type 6B7. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 2B7 fit the seven-contact (0.75•inch pin-circle diameter} 
socket which may be installed to hold the tube in any position. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to type 2A5. 
Complete shielding of detector circuits employing the 2B7 is generally necessary 

to prevent r•f or i•f coupling between the diode circuits and the circuits of other 
stages. 

Refer to APPLICATION on type 6B8. Typical duplex-diode pentode circuits 
are shown under type 6B7. 

10 
TYPE 287 t,=~ VOLTS 

SCREEN VOLTS:::100 

✓-
/ I/> i..-- i---

, 
/ 

i..---

'1.,.,...-
~,..,-
'/ ..... 

J• ✓ 

1/ 
,r 

,-
-

0 100 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
PENTODE UNIT 

cbNTR ~L-GR D VO 

TYPE 667 
1 

Ef=ll,3 VOLTS 
SCREEN VOL TS:::::100 

TSE 

200 300 
PL.ATE VOC..TS 
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RCA-5W4 

FULL-WAVE RECTIFIER 

The 5'W4 is a full-wave high, 
vacuum rectifying tube of the All
Metal type for use in a-c receivers of 
low current requirements. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C.) ...... ,, ... ,, · · ... · ·, 

Pz 

,.~'• 

~ S KEY F 

Volts 

FILAMENT CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.5 Amperes 
A-C PLAT!! VOLTAGE PER PLAT!! (RMS).......... 350 max. Volts 
P EAK INVERSE VoLTAGll ................. . ...... 1000 max. Volts 
D -C OUTPUT CURRENT. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110 max. Milliamperes 
BASE ................ . ............. . . .......... .. Small Wafer Octal 5-Pio 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 5W 4 fit the standard 
octal socket which shou ld be installed to hold the 
tube in a vertical position with the base down. 
Provision should be made for adequate ventilation 
to prevent overheating. 

The coated filament of the 5W 4 is designed 
to operate from the a-c line through a step-down 
transformer. The voltage applied to the fi lament 
terminals should be the rated value of 5 .0 volts 
under operating conditions and average line voltage. 

APPLICATION 

As a full-wave rectifier, the 5W 4 may be 
operated as shown under CHARACTERISTICS. 
The recommended maximum values of plate voltage 
and d,c output current must not be exceeded. For 
a given value of a•c input voltage, the choke-input 
t yp e filter will give somewhat less d,c output voltage 
than that obtained with a condenser-input filter, 
but has the advantage of reducing the peak plate 
current and improving the voltage regulation. Filter 
circuits are discussed on page 3 7. 

-- 57 - -

OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 
TYP( 5WA 
Er=5>.0 VOLTS A.C. 

I I I I I 
F'IL 'TER INPUT CONDENSER : 4 µ f 

,_ ~ 0. 
I o,"s I I 

)(~ 

0 

0 

0 

~~~¼SP· 
-~~"\Tc 

~ r--- ....__ 

~~ i"----~ 

-k ~ i-

4 0 0 I 0 
O·C LOAD MILLIAMPERES 

92C- 4 S84 



RCA-523 

FULL-WAVE RECTIFIER 
The S'Z3 is a high-vacuum rectifier 

of the full-wave type intended for 
supplying rectified power to radio 
equipment having very large direct
current requirements. 

Pwp• 2 3 

I 4 
F' F 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C.)..................... 5.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3.0 
A,C PLATE VOLTAGE PER PLATE (RMS).......... 500 max. 

Volts 
Amperes 
Volts 

PEAK INVERSE VOLTAGE........................ 1400 max. 
D-C OUTPUT CURRENT. • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • 250 max. 
BULB •••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•..••.•••••••••••• 
BASE •..•...•.•.•....•••..••••......••....•..•...... 

Volts 
Milliamperes 

INSTALLATION 

ST-16 
Medium 4• Pin 

The base pins of the S'Z3 fit the standard four-contact socket which should be 
mounted preferably to hold the tube in a vertical position with the base down. If it 
is necessary to place the tube in a horizontal position the socket should be mounted 
with the filament-pin openings either at the top or at the bottom so that the plane 
of each filament is vertical. Only a socket malting very good filament contact and 
capable of carrying three amperes continuously should be used with the 5Z3. 
Provision should be made for adequate ventilation to prevent overheating. 

The coated filament of the 5Z3 is intended to 
operate from the a•c line through a step-down 
transformer. The voltage applied to the filament OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 

TYPE SZ3 
E1"M'w'OI..TS A.C. 

, -CONDENSER INPUT TO FILTER 

terminals should be the rated value of S' .0 volts 
under operating conditions and average line voltage. 
The high current taken by the filament makes it 
imperative that all connections in the filament circuit 
be of low resistance and of adequate current• 

~-CHOI<£ INPUT TO FILTER 
"~I 

600' 

......,,,.~ 
carrying capacity. 

' 
~ ~J~I~ 

' 
......... 'l: -

~Oo 
--.......... ~~ .......... APPLICATION 

As a full-wave rectifier, the S'Z3 may be oper• 
ated with condenser-input or choke-input filter 
under conditions not to exceed the rating given 
under CHARACTERISTICS. Filter circuits are 
discussed on page 3 7. 

~ 

As a half-wave rectifier, one or .more S'Z3's 
may be operated with plates connected in parallel. 
For example, two 5Z3 's so arranged in a full-wave 
circuit can supply twice the output current of a 0 

single tube. In this service, the plates of each 
S'Z3 are tied together at the socket. The allowable 
voltage and load conditions per tube are the same 
.as for full-wave service. 
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RCA-524 

FULL-WAVE RECTIFIER 
The 5Z4 is a full•wave high• 

vacuum rectifying tube of the All· 
Metal type intended for use in d·c 
power-supply devices which operate 
from the a•c supply line. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C.) ............ . ......... 5.0 Volts 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.0 Amperes 
A·C PLATE VOLTAGE PER PLATE... ... . . . . .... . . . 400 max. Volts 
PEAK INVERSE VOLTAGE .. .... .... ..... ......... 1100 max. Volts 
D•C OUTPUT CURRENT. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 125 max. Milliamperes 
BASE .. .. ... . .. . . . .... . .. . . ... . . .. . ............. . Small Wafer Octal 5•Pin 

INSTA LLATION AND APPLICATION 

Tbe base pins of the 5Z4 fit the standard octal socket which should be installed 
to bold the tube in any position. Provision should be made for adequate ventilation 
to prevent overheating. 

The heater of the 5Z4 is designed to operate from the a•c line through a 
step•down transformer. The voltage applied to the heater should be the rated value 
of 5 .0 volts under operating conditions and average line voltage. 

As a full-wave rectifier, the 5Z4 may be operated with condenser-input or 
chokc•input filter under conditions not to exceed the ratings given under 
CHARACTERISTICS. 

As a half-wave rectifier, two 5Z4's may be operated in a full•wave c.ircuit with 
reasonable serviceability to deliver more d•c output current than can be obtained 
from one tube. For this use, t he plates of each 5Z4 are tied together at the socket. 
The allowable voltage and load conditions per tube are the same as for full -wave 
service. 

0 

OUTPUT CHARACTCR~TIQ, 
(CHOl'I.[ INPUT TO FILTER) 

'TYPC SZ4 
E •~OVOLTS AC 

-- •oov. AMS p A PCAT( 

- 1.1,0 

- IJoo I -~ 2,0 

600 

>20 

•• 

230 

00 

•o eo 120 ,eo 
O•C LOAD YtLLtAMPERES 

CJZC-4434RI 

.. . 
u 
0 
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OUTPUT CHARACTCR~TICS 
(CONDCNSCR INPUT 10 r n..TCR> 

TYPE 524 
C •!..OVOL'TS AC 

-- 8 W:ROfAJtADS 
,__ • t.!CRor.Mt4DS 

r-.., 
~Ot_q~S 

'!-:; -r-...... .... ., --:'.'..::,~e 
---...; ~- -... ~ .,"' -------- -... 

--..;: ~ -- -------
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RCA-6A4 

POWER -AMPLIFIER 
PENTODE 

The 6A4 is a power-amplifier pen• 
tode of the 6. 3 ·volt filament type for 
use in receivers employing a six•volt 
storage-battery filament supply. The 
6A4 is interchangeable with type LA. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAM ENT VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) . ..... .. .... . 
FILAMENT CURRENT . ....... .... ..... .. ... . ... . 
PLATE VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 l 35 165 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) 100 135 165 
GRID VOLTAGE* (Grid No. 1). -6.5 -9 -11 
PLATE CURRENT . .. . . . . . . . . 9 14 20 
SCREEN CURRENT ......... . 
PLATE RESISTANCE (Approx.). 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR (App.) 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ....... . 
LOAD RESISTANCE .. .... ... . 

1.6 2.5 
83250 52600 

100 I 00 
1200 1900 

l LOOO 9 500 

3. 5 
48000 

100 
2100 
8000 

6 .3 
0.3 
180 max. 
180 max. 
-12 

22 
3.9 

45500 
100 

2200 
8000 

SELP•BIAS R ESISTOR . . . . . . . . . 615 545 470 465 
POWER OuTPUTt . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 1 0.7 1.2 1.4 

Volts 
Ampere 
V olts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watts 

BULB ... . ...... ..... .. .. . ...... .. ........ .. ........ . 
BASE ............................... ... ......... .. . . 

ST-14 
Medium 5-Pin 

• G rid volts measured from negative end of d•c operated 61amcnt. H the filament is :>.•c opua~d . 
the tabulated value., of grid bias should each be increased by 4.0 \'Oles and be referred to the mid•poim 
of filament. 

t 9 per cent total harmonic distortion. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 6A4 fit the standard five-contact socket which should be 
mounted preferably to hold the tube in a vertical position. If it is necessary to place 
the tube in a horizontal position, the socket should be mounted with its filament-pin 
openings one vertically above the other. The coated filament of the 6A4 is primarily 
intended for operation from a six•volt storage battery. Socket terminal No. 1 should 
be connected to the positive battery terminal. 

For the power amplifier stage, the 6A4 is recommended either singly or in 
push-pull combination. Transformer or impedance input-coupling devices are 
recommended. If, however, resistance coupling is employed, the grid resistor should 
not exceed 0.5 megoh m. A family of plate characteristics for the 6A4 is shown on 
the following page. 
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RCA - 6A 6 

CLASS B TWIN 
AMPLIFIER 

The 6A6 is a heater-cathode type 
of cube combining in one bulb two 
high-mu t riodes designed for Class B 
operation. T he triode units have 
separate external terminals for all 

K 

H 

electrodes except the cathodes and heaters, so that circuit design is similar to that 
of Class B amplifiers utilizing two tubes in the output stage. T he 6A6 may also be 
used as a Class A1 amplifier (with triode units connected in parallel) to drive a 
6A6 as a Class B amplifier in the output stage. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

H EATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.).. . . .. . ........ 6.3 
H EATER CURRENT • • • • . • • . . . • • • . • • • • • • . . • • . • • • • 0.8 
BULB • ..•.•.• . •• • • • •..•... . • •.••.. . • •.. • .. . .. . .• . .•. 
BASE • . • ..•....• • •.•• • •..•• • •• •• ..•... . ••.•••••••... 

Other characteristics of this type nre the snme as for type 6N7. 

INSTALLATION AND A PPLICATION 

Volts 
Ampere 

ST-14 
Medium 7-Pin 

The base pins of the 6A6 fit the seven•contact (0.855-inch pin-circle diameter) 
socket which may be installed to hold the tube in any position. Sufficient ventilation 
should be provided to prevent overheating. 

The heater is designed to operate at 6.3 volts. In a series-heater circuit 
employing several 6.3,volt types and one or more 6A6's, tbe heaters o f the 6A6's 
should be placed on the positive side. Furthermore, since most 6 .3•volt types have 
0.3-ampere heaters, a bleeder circuit across these heaters is required to take care 
of the additional 0.5•ampere heater current of the 6A6's. Each 6.3,volt tube of 
the 0.3•ampere type in the series circuit should, therefore, be shunted by a bleeder 
resistance of 13 ohms. 

Refer to APPLICATION on type 6N7, and addit ional curve under type 53. 
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RCA-6A7 

PENTAGRID CONVERTER 

The 6A 7 is a multi-electrode type 
of vacuum tube designed to perform 
simultaneously the functions of a 
mixer tube and of an oscillator tube 

G~~~G

4 

GI G50 s 

p@ ~ 6 K 

I 7 

H H 

l.._ in supcrheterodyne circuits. 
For discussion of pentagrid types, see FREQUENCY CONVERSION, page 31. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.). .... ....... ... 6.3 
H EATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 
DIRECT INTERELECTRODE CAPACITANCl)S (Approx.) : 

Grid No. 4 to Plate (With shield-can)........... 0.3 
Grid No. 4 to Grid No. 2 (With shield-can).. . . .. 0 .15 
Grid No. 4 to Grid No. 1 (With shield•can) ..... . 0.15 
Grid No. 1 to Grid No. 2. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.0 
Grid No. 4 to All Other Electrodes (R·F Input).. . 8.5 
Grid No. 2 to All Other Electrodes (Osc. Output) . 5.5 
Grid No. 1 to All Other Electrodes (Osc. Input). . 7.0 

Volts 
Ampere 

µµf 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf Plate to All Other Electrodes (Mixer Output) ... . . 9.0 

BULB ............. . ..... ..... .. ..... . . .. .... . . ..... . 
CAP .......... . ............... . . ...... . ........ .. . . . 
BASE ... . . .............. . . ..... ... . ................ . 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 7-Pin 

As Frequency Converter 

PLATE VOLTAGI) ....... . .. . . .....•. .......... .. 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grids No. 3 and 5) ............ . 
.f\NODE•GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) . ... ........ . . 
ANODE-GRID VOLTAGE SUPPLY (Grid No. 2)* ..... . 
CONTROL-GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 4) .......... . . . 
TOTAL CAT!!OJ)E CURRENT .... .... . . .........• . . 
TYPICAL OPERATION 

Plate Voltage ...... ... .. . •..•.•...... 
Screen Voltage ... ... . . . . •.. ... • .... .. 
Anode-Grid Voltage . ... .... •.••...... 
Control-Grid Voltage (Minimum) . . . .... . 
Oscillator-Grid Resistor ( Grid No. 1) ..... . 
Plate Current . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . .. . . 
Screen Current ... . .... . •......... . ... 
Anode-Grid Current .. .. ............. . 
Oscillator-Grid Current . . .... ......... . 
Total Cathode Current .... • ..•. . . . .... 
Cathode Resistor . ....... ...• • • • ... .. . 
P late Resistance . .. .... . ......• •....... 
Conversion Conductance ..... .... ..... . 

100 
50 

100 
- l.5 

10000 
u 
2.5 
3.3 
1.2 
8.3 
150 
0.6 
350 

250 max. 
100 max. 
200 max. 
250 max. 
-3 min . 
14 max. 

250 
100 
200 
- 3 

50000 
3.5 
2.2 
4.0 
0.7 

10.4 
300 

0.36 
520 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes · 

'/ 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Ohms 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Milliampere 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 
Megohm 
Micromhos 

Control-Grid Voltage, .'\pproximat" 
(Conversion Conductance-2 µmhos) . . . -20 -H Volts 

• Voltages in exccsa of 200 volu require uoe of 20000-obm voltage-dropping rc,iator by•pasaed by 
0.1 µf condenser. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 6A7 fit the seven•contact (0.75-inch pin-circle diameter) 
socket which may be installed to hold the tube in any position. For heater and 
cathode operation, refer to type 6A8. Complete shielding of the 6A7 is generally 
necessary to prevent intercoupling between its circuit and the circuits of other stages. 
Refer to APPLICATION of types 6A8 and 2A7. A typical circuit is shown under 
type 2A7. 
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RCA-6A8 

PENTAGRID CONVERTER 
The 6A8 is a multi-electrode vacu· 

um tube of the metal type designed 
to perform simultaneously the func
tions of a mixer (fi rst detector) cube 

p 

H H 

and of an oscillator tube in super• 
heterodyne circuits. Through the use of chis type, the independent control of each 
function is made possible within a single tube. For general discussion of pentagrid 
types, refer to FREQUENCY CONVERSION, page 31. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE ( A. C. or D. C.) .............. . 
HEATER CURRENT ........ . ............. . . . ... . 

6.3 
0.3 

Volts 
Ampere 

DIRECT I NTERELECTRODE CAPACITANCES (Approx. ) :* 
Grid No. 4 to Plate ........................... 0.03 µµf 
Grid No. 4 to Grid No. 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.1 µµf 
Grid No. 4 to Grid N o. l. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.09 µµ f 
Grid No. l to Grid No. 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.8 µµ f 
Grid No. 4 to All Other Electrodes (R-F Input) . . . 12.5 µµf 
Grid No. 2 co All Other Electrodes (Osc. Output) . 5 µµf 
Grid No. 1 to All Other Electrodes (Osc. Input) .. 6.5 µµ( 
Plate to All Other Electrodes (Mixer Output).. . . . 12.5 µµ f 

CAP .. . ........... . ... .. ................. : . . . . . . . . . . Miniature 
BASE . . .......................................... Small Wafer Octal 8-Pin 

• With shell connected to cathode. 

As Frequency Converter 

PLATE VOLTAGE .............................. . 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grids No. 3 and 5) ......... . .. . 
A NODE•GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) . ... .. ....... . 
ANODB·GRID SUPPLY VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2)t ..... . 
CoNTROL-GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 4) ........... . . 
TOTAL CATHODE CURRENT .. ... . ...... .. .. ..... . 
TYPICAL OPBRATJON 

Plate Voltage .............. . ........ . 
Screen Voltage . ... . ......... .. .... . . . 
Anode-Grid Voltage ..... . ...• . •...... 
Control-Grid Voltage (Minimum) .. . .... . 
Oscillator-Grid Resistor (Grid No. 1) ..... . 
Plate Current .......... . ... . ..... ... . 
Screen Current .. . ................... . 
Anode-Grid Current . . .. . ... . ...... • .. 
Oscillator-Grid Current . . ... . ......... . 
Plate Resistance ............•. • •...... 
Conversion Conductance ...... . . . .... . . 

100 
50 

100 
-1.5 

50000 
1.2 
1.5 
1.6 

0 .25 
0.6 

350 

250 max. 
100 max. 
200 max. 
250 max. 
-3 min. 
14 max. 

250 
100 
250t 
- 3 

50000 
3.3 
3.2 
4.0 
0.5 

0.36 
500 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
V oles 
Ohms 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Milliampere 
Megohm 
Micromho< 

Control-Grid Voltage, Approximate 
(Conversion Conductance=2 µmhos).. -20 -45 Volts 

t Anodc•grid supply vo1tage.s in e,:cess of 200 volts require the use of 20000-ohm \·oltagc•droppini 
ruistor by•pasacd by 0.1 µ.f condenser. 

INSTALLATIO N 

The bnse pins of the 6A8 fie the standard octal socket, wh ich may be installed to 
hold the tube in any position. 

The heater of the 6A8 is designed to operate on either d-c or a-c. For 
operation on a-c with a transformer, the winding which supplies the heater circuit 
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R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

should operate the heater at its recommended value for full-load operating conditions 
at average line voltage. For service in automobile receivers, the heater terminals of 
the 6A8 sho_uld be connected directly across a 6-volt battery. In receiv~rs t~at 
employ a series-heater connection, the heater of the 6A8 may be operated m senes 
with the heater of other types having a 0.3-ampere rating. The current in· the 
heater circuit should be adjusted to 0.3 ampere for the normal supply-line voltage. 

The cathode of the 6A8, when operated from a transformer, should preferably 
be connected directly to the electrical mid-point of the heater circuit. When it ia 
operated in receivers employing a 6•volt storage battery for the heater supply, the 
cathode circuit is tied in either directly or through bias resistors to the negative side 
of the d,c plate supply which is furnished either by the d,c power line or the a,c 
line through a rectifier. In circuits where the cathode is not directly connected to 
the heater, the potential difference between them should be kept as low as possible. 
If the use of a large resistor is necessary between the heater and cathode of the 6A8 
in some circuit designs, it should be by-passed by a suitable filter network or 
objectionable hum may develop. 

APPLICATION 
As a frequency converter in superheterodyne circuits, the 6A8 can supply the 

local oscillator frequency and at the same time mix it with radio-input frequency to 
provide the desired intermediate frequency. For this service, design information is 
given under CHARACTERISTICS. 

For the oscillator circuit, the coils may be constructed according to conventional 
design, since the tube is not particularly critical. The supply voltage applied to the 
anode-grid No. 2 should not exceed the maximum value of 2m volts. In fact, from 
a performance standpoint, a lower value is to be preferred, because it will be 
adequate to provide for optimum translation gain. Under no condition of adjust, 
ment should the cathode current exceed a recommended maximum value of 14 
milliamperes. 

The bias voltage applied to grid No. 4 can be varied from -3 volts to cut,oif 
to control the translation gain of the tube. With lower screen voltages, the cut,oif 
point is less remote. The extended cut-off feature of this tube in combination with 
the similar characteristic of super-control tubes can be utilized advantageously to 
adjust receiver sensitivity. 

Ref er to type 2A 7 for typical circuit and coils. When the 6A8 is used in 
this circuit, its shell should be connected to ground. 

OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 
WITH 50000-0HM OSCILLATOR-GRID LEAK 

TYPE 6A8 I I I I I I 

E ~:[~~~~~ Nl3:i..~~, ~~:~~ -
ANOOC-GRID(G$<1D N12)YOL'TS•250-\10LT 

- SUP"-Y THROUGH 20000•0HM -
...J DROPPING RESISTOR 

4- CONTROL·GRID{GRID NU)WLTS• -
... LU[ rROM S[Lr•BIASING 

- '--' 
RtslSTOR or 300 OHMS 

\05CILLATOR•GRID(GRID NI 1) -
LEAK• 50000 OHMS 

2 
\ OSCli~"Wt':.sf:~DSOµµf -I 

~• :!'.!,oo[ CURR£N1 -

0 
V ~ ,/ r,;;; -

II 
I 

6 -~Q i1 
4>--~ fL 0 - - -~w 

~o ::>O 

- ::> z ,__ ,__ ... ~5 ~·~- ip z,__ ~,~- ,__ ,__ >-::! ~ 
,u l:l ,__ nt1 a: 

0 200 400 OIU "0 
OSCILLATOR-GRID MICROAMPERESClc1) 

92C-4521 

~ 

00 

400 

300 

200 

100 

3 
:r: 
::! 
0 
a: 
u 
:i 
u 
~ ... 
u z 
~ u 
::> 

~ 
z 
0 
iii 
~ 
> z 
0 
V 
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"OPERATION CHARACTERISTIC.S 
WITH 50000-OHM OSCILLATOR-GRID LEAK 

TYPE 6A8 ' 
Ef• 6,3 VOLTS PLATC VOLTS :100 
SCRtEN (GRIDS NU & N2S)VOLTS•SO 

-AN00£·GRIDIGRID N!2) VOLTS•IOO • 
CONTROL•GR1D !GRID N!4) VOLTS•VALUt 

FROM StLr•IIIASING RESISTOR or 
- 350 OHMS 

OSCILLATOR-GRID (GRID N!I) Lt AK• 
- 50000 O!iMS • -

OSCILLATOR•GRID CONDtNStR •!>O µµ< 

0 100 200 300 400 
OSCILLATOR-GRID MICROAMPERESllc1l 

92C-4~2~ 



I~.MA~J RC A-6 B 7 

~"' ~ 
" "' DUPLEX-DIODE PENTODE -~ ·1 
f J-;., The 6B7 is a heater type of tube 

H ~ 
consisting of two diodes and a pen, 
tode in a single bulb. It is recom, 
mended for service as combined 
detector, amplifier (radio,frequency, 

intermediate•frequency or audio-frequency), and automatic•volume•control 
radio receivers. For diode-detector· considerations, ref er to page 26. 

tube in 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . . • . 0.3 
GRID•PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can). • • • . . • 0.007 max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • • • . • . • • . • 3.S' 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE • • . • • • • • • • • • . . • . • • . • • • • • • 9.S' 

Volts 
Ampere 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 

ST,12 BULB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CAP ...............••.••••.•••••........•........... 
BASE •••••••••••...••••••••••••••.•••••..•.••••.•..• 

Small Metal 
Small 7-Pin 

Pentode Unit-As Clan At Amplifier 

PLATE VOLTAGE············ 
ScREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) 
GRID VOLTAGEt (Grid No. 1). 
PLATE CURRENT ........••. 
SCREEN CURRENT ......... . 
PLATE RESISTANCE .•.•••••. 
AMPt.IPICATION FACTOR ...•. 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ..••..•. 
GRID BIAS VOLT. (Approx.)*. 

• Por cathode current cut•off. 

100 
100 
-3 
'J.8 
1.7 
0.3 
2s, 
9'10 

-17 

180 
7'1 

-3 
3.4 
0.9 
1.0 

840 
840 

-13 

2S'O 
100 
-3 
6.0 
u· 
0.8 

800 
1000 
-17 

2S'O max. 
12S' max. 
-3 
9.0 
2.3 

0.6S' 
730 

112S' 
-21 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperea 
Milliamperea 
Megohm 

Micromhos 
Volts 

t The total resistance in the grid circuit of the 687 ohould be limited to 1.0 megohm. 

Diode Units 

Two diode plates are placed around a cathode, the sleeve of which is common 
to the pentode unit. Each diode plate has its own base pin. Operation curves fot 
the diode units are given under type 6B7. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 6B7 fit the standard seven-pin (0.7S',inch pin•circle diam, 
eter) socket which may be installed to hold the tube in any position. 

For heater and cathode operation, refer to type 6A8. 

Complete shielding of detector circuits employing the 6B7 is generally necessary 
to prevent r,f or i•f coupling between the diode circuits and the circuits of other 
stages. 

Ref er to APPLICATION on the type 6B8. Plate characteristics of pentodt 
unit are shown under type 2B7. 
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R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

AVERAGE CHARACTERISTICS 
PENTODE UNIT 

AVERAGE CHARACTERISTICS 
KALr-WAVE RECTIFICATION-SINGLE: DIODE UNIT 

1200 

1000 

TYPE 2B7 TYPE 687 
~ E~2~~£L~oL½::6~~LTS ..--

CONTROL GRID VOLTS=-3:V 

µ/ 
J 

.s-V 
l>,J I. 

1~ ' I \ J I 

I .~ V 
l.r "--

r1' 
/ 1...---' 

)~ ~ ~-
0 40 80 10 II 

SCREEN \IOLTS 
92C-5254 

TYPrS: 185, 1f"6, 2A6, 287, 
687, 688, 607, 

6R7, 75, 85 
·--

I 21 ,,, !? .. i> 160 
I'\~ 

~1~~. "' 
If ~ .. 

120 

i ~ 
80 

r-~ n. 
~~ 

~ i' 

'" r--... "\ 40 
~ R ~-- .......... 

" I".., 

J I 
~)~ R~~ 

--40 -30 20 -10 0 
0-C VOL"IS DEVELOPED BY DIODE 

TYPICAL DUPLEX-DIODE PENTODE CIRCUITS 
USING TYPES 287 OR 6B7 

HPL.F"-WAVE DETECTOR 
f"IXEO-BIAS AMPLIFIER 

c, 
f"IG.2 

HALF-WAVE DETECTOR 
0-C AMPLIFIER 

"' w 
a: 
w 
a. 
::I! 

~ 
V s 
0 
IJ 
i: 
;:: 
V 
w 
a: 

HALF"-WAVE DETECTOR,AND 
A.V.C.,f'IXED-BtAS AMPLIFIER 

HALF-WAVE DETEC.TOR,SEPARATE 
AN.C..,f"IXEO-BIAS AMPLlf'IER ~ 

HALf"-WAVI!: OETEC.TOR 
f"IXEO·BIAS H-F" AMPLIFIER 

R1=D.s-1.o MEGOHM 
RJFl,0-1.5 MEGOHMS 
Ra=D,1-0,2 MEGOHM 
R,=0.5-1,0 MEGOHM 
R5=I.O MEGOHM 
RpSOOOO•IOOOOO OHMS 
R7=0.l 0 0.2 MEGOHM 

C6 

APPROXIMATE VALUES 

Ci= J 150 p.p.f FOR 500-1500 KC. 
l 450 p.p.f FOR 175 KC. 

CFO, I µf 
Ca=O.I µf 
c,=o.s µf OR LARO ER 
~0.0001 p.f OR SMALLER 

Eb::VOLTAOE FOR SENSITIVITY CONTROL 
C0=0.0l•0,I p.f 
C,::0.0005•0,00 I p.f 
C.=0,1 µf OR LARGER 

NOTE: Suppressor eonnoeted to cathode within bulb. 
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RCA-6B8 

DUPLEX-DIODE PENTODE 
The 6B8 is an All-Metal type of 

tube consisting of two diodes and a 
pentode in a single envelope. It is 
recommended for service as combined 

Pp 

H H 

detector, amplifier (radio-frequency, 
intermediate-frequency or audio-f requcncy), and automatic-volume-control 
radio receivers. For diode-detector considerations, refer to page 26. 

tube in 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.).... .. ........ 6.3 Volts 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 0.3 Ampere 
GRm•PLATE CAPACITANCE* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.005 max. µµf 
INPUT CAPACITANCE* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 µµf 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE* . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 µµf 
CAP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • Miniature 
BASE ..................... . . .. • . ................ . Small Wafer Octal 8-Pin 

• \Vith shell connected to cathode. 

Pentode Unit-As Class A1 Amplifier 

PLATE VOLTAGE ............. . . .. ... ... ..... . 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) ....... • ........ • 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1)** . . . . .. .... ..... . . 
PLATE CURRENT ....................... . . ... . 
SCREEN CURRENT . ................... ..... .. . 
PLATE R ESISTANCE ..................... . .... . 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . .................. ..•. 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ............. . ...... . ... . 
GRID BIAS VOLTAGE (Approx.)t . .......... .... . 

250max. 
125 max. 
-3 

10.0 
2.3 
0.6 

800 
132,. 
-21 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperu 
Milliamperu 
Megohm 

Micromhos 
Volts 

t For cathode current cut,off. 
•• The value of the resistance in the grid circuit should not exceed a maximum of 1.0 megohm. 

Diode Units 

Two diode plates are placed around a cathode, the sleeve of which is common 
to the pentode unit. Each diode plate has its own base pin. Operation curves for 
the diode units are given under type 6B7. 

INSTALLATION 

Refer to INSTALLATION on the type 6A8. 

APPLICATION 

The 6B8 is recommended for performing the simultaneous functions of auto· 
matic-volume-control, detection , and amplification. 

For detection, the diodes of this tube may be utilized in a full-wave circuit or 
in a half-wave circuit. In the latter case, one plate only or the two plates in 
parallel may be employed. The use of the half-wave arrangement will provide 
approximately twice the rectified voltage as compared with the full-wave arrangement. 

For automatic-volume-control, a rectified voltage which is dependent on the 
r,f or i-f carrier is usually employed. This voltage may be utilized to regulate the • 
gain of the r-f and/or i•f amplifier stages so as to maintain essentially constant-carrier 
input to the audio detector. Refer to discussion o f automatic-volume-control methods 
on page 28. 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

The complex structure of the 6B8 permits of obtaining automatic-volume• 
control voltage in a number of ways. In one case, the required voltage is obtained 
from the detector circuit by utilizing the voltage drop caused by the rectified cur:ent 
flowing through a resistor in the detector circuit. In another case, the required 
voltage is obtained by utilizing one diode for the sole purpose of automatic•vo_l~~e
control. This latter method is of particular interest since it confines the sens1t1v1ty 
and time-delay function to the ave circuit. Time-delay action is determined by the 
use of a resistance and condenser combination having the .desired time constant. 
The ave action may be postponed by applying a negative voltage to the ave diode 
plate. Another ave arrangement capable of various adaptations is to use the pentode 
as a d,c amplifier to supply the regulating voltage. 

For r-f or i-f amplification, the pentode unit of the 6B8 may be employed in 
conventional circuit arrangements. It is designed so that its cut-off is somewhat 
extended to permit of moderate gain control by grid-bias variation without intro• 
ducing cross-modulation effects. The cut-off point and the ability to handle the 
larger signals may be altered by choice of screen voltage to suit the requirements of 
the circuit. To assist in making this choice, different operating conditions for 
representative screen voltages are given under CHARACTERISTICS. 

For many types of circuits a convenient and practical method of obtaining the 
desired benefit of the extended cut-off is to supply the screen voltage from a high• 
voltage tap through a series resistor. This arrangement provides automatically an 
increase in the voltage applied to the screen as the grid,bias is made more negative, 
with the result that the maximum signal-handling ability is obtained. When this 
method is used, the voltage applied to the screen should be limited to 12 S volts for 
-3 volts grid-bias and to 200 volts for more negative values of grid-bias. 

For a-f amplification, the pentacle unit of the 6B8 may be used in a resistance• 
coupled circuit arrangement to provide high gain under operating conditions given 
in the Resistance•Coupled A,F Amplifier Section. 

Typical duplex-diode pentacle circuits are shown under type 6B7. When the 
6B8 is used in these circuits, its shell should be connected to ground. 

12 

:!l 
a: :t 10 
:I 
< 
j 8 
~ 

w 

~ 6 

a. 

4 

0 

TYPE 668 
Ef = 6.3VOLTS 
SCREEN VOLTS•l2S 

V --r;v;_ --
'I~-

/ -
~ 
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/ 

y: ,...-..-
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~ --.,,,,. 

r - 80 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
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-, 
-z 

CONTROL-GRID VOLTS Ec1" ·3 

-4 

-!, 
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-9 

-10 

-12 

Ec1= -14 

100 240 3,20 400 480 S60 
PL.ATE VOLTS 9ZC-4657 
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RCA-6C5 

DETECTOR AMPLIFIER 
TRIODE 

T he 6C5 is a three-electrode tube 
of the metal type recommended for 
use as a detector. amplifier, or oscil
lator. This tube has a high trans• 
conductance together with a compar · 
atively high amplification factor. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER Vot. TACE (A. C. or D. C.) ...... . . . . . . . . 6.3 Volts 
HEATER CUR.RENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 Ampere 
GRID-Pt.ATE CAPACITANCE* . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 1.8 µµf 
~RJD·CATHODE CAPACITANCE* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -4 µµf 

LATE•CATHOD!l CAPACITANCE* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ll µµf 
BASE • . ....... . . ... ...... ....... . . . .............. Small Wafer Octal 6•Pin 

• With .shell conncCLcd to cathode. 

As Clas, A1 Amplifier 

'Trans[ armer, 

PLATE Vot. TACE . ...•.. .... .. .. ... 
GRID VOLTACE 00 

•••• ••• • ••••••• •• 

Pt.ATE CURRENT .. ........ . ... .. . 
PU,TP RESISTANCE ... . ... . . . .... . 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ... ... . .. . . 
TRA NSCONDUCTANCE ....... .. . ...• 
VOL TACE OUTPUT 

( '> per cent second harmonic) .. .. . 
VOLTACI! AMPLIFICATION ...... .. . . 

Coupled 
250 max. 
-8 

8 
10000 

20 
2000 

Re.<i<tance· 
Cc>upled 

250' 
-5 approx. 

1 to 2 

-42RMS 
1-4 

Volts 
V olts 
Milliampere, 
Ohms 

Micromho, 

Volts 

0 This is a platc•supply volt:igc value. 
0 0 If a grid-coupling resistor is U!ed, its m.ixi~um value should not cxccct.l 1.0 mq,:ohm. 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins o f the 6C'S" fit the standard octal socket which may be installed 
to hold the tube in any position. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to INST ALLA TI ON for 
type 6A8. 

APPLICATION 

As an amplifier, the 6C5 is applicable to radio-frequency or audio-frequency 
circuits. Recommended operating conditions fo r service using transformer coupline 
and resistance coupling are given under CHARACTERISTICS. 

As a detector, the 6C5 may be of the grid-leak and condenser or grid-bias type. 
The plate voltage for the grid leak and condenser method should be 45 to 100 
volts. A grid leak from 0.1 to 1.0 megohm with a grid condenser of 0.00005 to 
0.000, µf is satisfactory. For the grid-bias method of detection, a plate-supply 
voltage of 250 volts may be used together with a negative grid-bias voltage of 
approximately 17 volts. The plate current should be adjusted to 0.2 milliampere 
with no input signal voltage. The grid-bias voltage may be supplied from the 
voltage drop in a resistor between cathode and ground. A plate family for this 
type is given on page 61. 

Operating conditions as a resistance-coupled A-P amplifier are given in the 
Resistance-Coupled A,P Amplifier Section. 
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RCA-6C6 

TRIPLE-GRID DETECTOR 
AMPLIFIER 

The 6C6 is a triple-grid tube of 
the heater-cathode type recommended 
for service as a biased detector in 
radio receivers designed for its char-
acteristics. This tube is capable of 

delivering a large audio-frequency output voltage with relatively small input voltaiie. 
Significant among its electrical features are its sharp plate current "cut-off" with 
respect to grid voltage. The 6C6 is constructed with an internal shield connected 
to the cathode within the tube. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) . ... .. . . . . ... .. 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can)... . ... 0.007 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
µµf 

INPUT CAPACITANCE ...... . ... . ... , • , . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE . , . , . . . , ... , , . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.5 
BULB . . . . . . . .... . . ..... ...... .. .. . . . ... . . . . ....... . . 
CAP . ....... . ... . .. . . . . ... . . . . . ........... . . ....... . 
BASE .... . . ... .... .. ... . ...... . ............ . .... . .. . 

Other char.acleriatica of thi1 type are the snmc as for t)'pt 6J7. 

INSTALLATION AND A PPLICATION 

µµf 
µµf 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 6-Pin 

The base pins of the 6C6 fit the standard six-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. 

For heater operation and ctthode connection, refer to INSTALLATION for 
type 6A8. 

The screen voltage may be obtained from a potentiometer or bleeder circuit 
across the B-supply source. Due to the screen-current characteristics of the 6C6, 
the use of a resistor in series with the high-voltage supply may be employed for 
obtaining the screen voltage provided the cathode-resistor method of bias control 
is used. This method, however, is not recommended if the high-voltage B-supply 
exceeds 2 50 volts. 

Complete shielding of detector circuits employing the 6C6 is generally 
necessary, since considerable voltage at carrier frequency is usually present in the 
plate circuit even though the latter is by-passed with a low impedance condenser. 
Two-section filters in the plate circuit are frequently necessary to prevent radio
frequency feed-hack to the input of the detector. 

In receivers employing a built-in loudspeaker, acoustic shielding may be 
necessary to prevent microphonic feed-back when a strong radio-frequency carrier 
voltage is present on the tube electrodes. It should be noted also that condenser 
plates may cause an audio howl due to mechanical feed-back from the speaker. 

The application of this type is similar to that of type 6J7. 

As an audio-frequency amplifier triode, th e 6C6 should have its screen and 
suppressor connected to the plate. Operating conditions for triode service in 
transformer- or impedance-coupled circuits arc: P late voltage, 250 volts; gnd 
voltage, -8 volts; and plate current, 7 milliamperes, approximate. Operatinr: 
conditions as a resista nce-coupled A,F amplifier are given in the Resistance-Coupled 
A -F Amplifier Section. 

A plate family of curves is given under type 6J7. 
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RCA-6D6 

TRIPLE-GRID SUPER
CONTROL AMPLIFIER 
The 6D6 is a triple•grid super• 

control amplifier tube recommended 
for service in the radio-frequency and 
intermediate-frequency stages of radio 
receivers designed for its character• 

istics. The ability of this tube to handle the usual signal voltages without 
cross-modulation and modulation-distortion makes it adaptable to the r•f and i•f 
stages of receivers employing automatic volume control. The 6D6 is constructed 
with an internal shield connected to the cathode within the tube. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 6.3 Volts 
HEATER CURRENT •.•....•..•••••••.•. , . . . . . . . . 0.3 Ampere 
PLATB VOLTAGE • . . . . . . . . . . • • • . • • • . . . . . . 100 250 max. Volts 
SCREEN VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • 100 100 max. Volts 
GR.ID VOLTAGE (Minimum)............... -3 -3 Volts 
SUPPRESSOR ••........ : ................ Connected to cathode at socket 
PLATE CURRENT .•....• , • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • 8 8.2 Milliamperes 
SCREEN CURRENT . . . . • . . . . . • • . • • • • . . . . • 2.2 2.0 Milliamperes 
PLATB RESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . • . . . . 0.2S' 0.8 Megohm 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR .........• , . , • . . . 375 1280 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •.....•..••.•....... 1S'00 1600 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE (At -S'O volts bias).... 2 2 
Gruo•PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield•can)....... 0.007 max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.7 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE .. , ........•........... ; . 6. 5 
BULB •.........•...•..................•............. 
CAP ..•.•..•...•......................•..•.......... 

BASE ..........................................•.... 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Micromhos 
Micromhos 
p.p.f 
p.p.f 
µp.f 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 6•Pin 

The base pins of the 6D6 fit the standard six-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to INST ALLA TI ON for 
type 6A8. 

· For control-~id bias, screen voltage, and suppressor connection, refer to 
INSTALLATION on type 6K7. Shielding requirements are similar to those for 
type 6C6. 

Refer to APPLICATION on type 6K7. A plate family of curves is given 
under type 58. 
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RCA-6E5 

ELECTRON-RAY TUBE 
(Indicator Type) 

The 6E5 is a high•vacuum, heater• 
cathode type of tube designed to 
indicate visually, by means of a 
fluorescent target, the effects of a 

W
G TA 

p I( 

6 

H H 

change in the controlling voltage. 
The tube, therefore, is essentially a voltage indicator and as such is particularly 
useful as a convenient and non•mechanical means to indicate accurate tuning of a 
receiver to the desired station. The 6E5 is similar to the 6G5 except that the 6G, 
triode unit is designed with a remote plate•current cut•off characteristic. For 
discussion of Electron-Ray Tube considerations, refer to page 30. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) ••••••••••••••• 
HEATER CURRENT •••••••••••••••••••••••.••.•• 
PLATE•SUPPLY VOLTAGE , •••••• , , , ............. . 
TARGET VOLTAGE* •••••••••••••••••.•••••••.•. 
TYPICAL OPERATION 

Plate• and Target-Supply Voltage .. 
Series Triode-Plate Resistor ...... . 
Target Current (Approx.) ....... . 
Triode•Plate Current (For zero 

100 
05 
4.5 

triode-grid voltage) . • . . . • . . . . . 0.19 
Triode-Grid Voltage (For shadow 

angle of 0°) (Approx.). . . . • . • •. -3.3 
Triode-Grid Voltage (For shadow 

200 
1 

4.5 

0.19 

-6.5 

6.3 
0.3 

250 max. 
250 max. 

250 
1 

4.5 

0.24 

-8.0 

angle of 90°) (Approx.)....... 0 0 0 
BULB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BASE ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• Minimum target voltage should not be leaa than 90 volta. 

INSTALLATION 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 

Volts 
Megohm 
Milliamperes 

Milliampere 

Volts 

Volts 
ST,12 

Small 6-Pin 

The base pins of the 6ES' fit the standard six•contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. For convenience, the tube is usually 
mounted horizontally so that the fluorescent screen is readily visible when the 
receiver circuit is tuned. A small hood, placed over the dome and fluorescent 
target, will help to eliminate external light reflections. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to type 6A8. The bulb 
of this tube becomes hot under certain conditions of operation. Sufficient ventilation 
should be provided to prevent overheating. 

APPLICATION 

The visible effect is observed on the fluorescent target located in the dome of 
the bulb. The pattern on the target varies from a shaded angle of 90 ° with zero 
bias (off tune) to a shaded angle of approximately 0° at resonance with a strong 
carrier. Exact tuning is indicated by the narrowest shaded angle that can be 
obtained. The stronger the carrier, the narrower is the shadow. 

The diagrams on the next page show typical tuning-indicator circuits employing 
the 6E5. If the strongest carrier received produces sufficient ave voltage to exceed 
the cut•off bias value of -8 volts, the shadow area of the fluorescent target will 
overlap. To overcome this effect, resistor Rs should be connected, as shown, 
between the triode•unit grid and cathode in order to reduce the control voltage. 
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R C A R E C E I V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

The value of Rs may easily be determined by applying a strong signal and adjusting 
Ra until the shadow-angle is nearly zero. If the resultant value of Rs is so low 
u to reduce the ave voltage appreciably, the d-c controlling voltage for the 6E,. 
•hould be obtained from a tap on the diode load resistor as shown in the diagram 
at the right. 

AVERAGE CONTROL CHARACTERISTICS 
25 0 100 TYPE 6ES 

Ef = 6.3 VOLTS / 

20 

CURVE I PLATE-S~PPLY I SERIES PLATE RE- / Vi 
80 

VOLTS B•) SISTOR(R)-MEG, 
8 0 

==I 250 I ,.o / ~ / !1 "' 
100 0,5 r.t 

~q; 
::l 1~9(/ I.! a: ,., 

0 ~ 80 q",,. X . 
I 

/ TARGET / / ... 
.J TARGET CURRENT '.I' 1CURRENTI ,., 
z / i/ y I < 

0 3: 40 

/ , if ~~; ~ 
g 
< I ,__/,, lf-i--
:i:: 

/' WI 

l ~ ~i 
C 20 r,-4",. -fr--- TO CONTROL- B+ 

I ~ 
LINC VOLTAGE • .r, 

0 0 -10 -8 

_/ 
--8 4 

GRIO VOLTS 

J/ 
0 

0 

92C•4422R2 

TYPICAL ELECTRON-RAY TUBE CIRCUITS 

TO SELf-BIAS 
RESISTOR (Re) 

OR GROUND 

R _ { 1.0 MEGOHM FOR B+ = 250 VOLTS 
- 0.5 MEGOHM FOR B+ = 100 VOLTS 

R1 = 0.05 MEGOHM (R-F F1lfEi) 
R1 = 0.2 MEGOHM 
Ra= DETE.RMINED BY TEST. SEE TEXT. 
Rt= AVC FILTER RESISTOR 

TO SELf-BIAS 
RESISTOR (Re) 

OR GROUND 

R11 = R, 
Re+ R7__= 0.2 MEGOHM 
Ci = I oo TO 200 p.p.f 
C2 = AVC FILTER CONDENSER 
Ca= 0.05 TO 1.0 µf 
C,= C1 
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R CA-6 FS 

HIGH-MU TRIODE 

The 6F5 is a high-mu triode of 
the All-Metal type. It is particularly 
suitable for use in resistance-coupled 
amplifier circuits. 

CHA RACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOL HU (A. C. or D. C .). .. . ........... 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . 0 .3 
PLATE VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 

GRID VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . - 2 
PLATE CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 .9 
PLATE RESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 66000 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 100 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 1500 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
GRID-CATHODE CAPACITANCE* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 6 
PLATE-CATHODE CAPACITANCE* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
CAP ..... ..... . ............. . ..• .................... 
BASE .... ..... . .............. . . . . ...... . ......... Small 

• \Vich ahell conn~ctcd to cathode. 

INSTA LLATION AND APPLICATION 

Volts 
Milliampere 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 

Miniature 
Wafer Octal 5-Pin 

The base pins of the 6F5 fit the standard octal socket which may be mounted 
to hold the tube in any position. Par heater operation and cathode connection, 
refer to INSTALLATION for type 6A8. 

As an amplifier in resistance-coupled a-f circuits, the 6P5 may be operated 
under conditions given in the Resistance-Coupled A-P Amplifier Section. 

In resistance-coupled circuits, the d·c resistance in the grid circuit of the 6F,. 
should not exceed l.0 megohm. 

When a 6P5 is used to amplify the output of t he 6H6 diode, it is recommended 
that fixed gnd bias be emp loyed. Diode-biasing of the 6F5 is not suitable because 
of the probability of place-current cut-off, even with relattvely small signal voltages 
applied to the diode circuit. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS z.or--,--,---,---,---,---,---r--,---,--'---r'--.- -.--.--, 
TYPC 6F5 

Cf-:-6.3 VOLTS 

92C- 4444R i 
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RCA-6F6 

POWER-AMPLIFIER 
PENTODE 

The 6F6 is a heater-cathode power
amplifier pentacle of the All-Metal 
type for use in the audio-output stage 
of a-c receivers. It is capable of 

relatively 
uniformly 

giving large power output with a 
small input voltage. Because of the heater-cathode construction, a 
low hum-level is attainable in power-amplifier design. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.).... . . . . . . . . . . . 6.3 
HEATER CuRRl!NT . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 .7 
BAS!! .... ...... ..... . .. ....... .....•...... .. . .... Small 

Volts 
Ampere 

Wafer Octal 7-Pin 

As Single-Tube Class Ai Amplifier-Pentode Connection 

PLATE VOLTAGE ..... . . . ..•.... . •• ..... . 
SCRl!l!N VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) ....... .. . . 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1) ... ....... ... . 
PLATE CURRENT ... . .. .. . ............. . 
SCR!!!!N CURRENT . • .. • . . ..... . .• •.... . . 
PLAT!! RESISTANCE (Approximate) ........ . 
AMPLIPICATION FACTOR (Approx.) ..•...... 
T RANSCONDUCTANCE ... . ... . .....•..... . 
LOAD RESISTANCE . .. . ..... ..... ••.... .. 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION ............ . 
POW!!R OUTPUT .... .... ..... .......... . 

250 
250 

- 16.5 
34 

6.5 
80000 

200 
2500 
7000 

7 
3 

315* max. 
315* max. 
-22 

42 
8 

75000 
200 

2650 
7000 

7 
5 

As Single-Tube Class Ai Amplifier-Triode Connection 
(Screen tied to plate) 

PLAT!! VOLTAG!!t .. .... .... .... . ........ ...... . 
Grun VoLTAGI! .... . . ....... .... . ....... . ..... . 
PLAT!! CURR!!NT ....... . ....•.. . •... .. ........ 
PLAT!! RESISTANCE .... .. . . ......•. . ... . .... . . . 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ............. . ....... .. . 
TRANSCONDUCTANC!! .. . . . ....... . ............. . 
LOAD RESISTANC!! ............ . ........... . ... . 
TOTAL H ARMONIC DISTORTION ... . ... . ..... . ..... . 
POWER OUTPUT ... .. . ........ .. .. ...... ...... . 

250 
-20 

3 I 
2600 

7 
2700 
4000 

5 
0.85 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromho, 
Ohms 
Per cent 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromhm 
Ohms 
Per cent 
Watt 

Under the above maximum voltage conditions, transformer o r impedance input• 
coupling devices are recommended. If resistance-coupling is used, refer to last 
paragraph of APPLICATION. 

• N ot recommended for automobile aervicc or o ther aimilar services where heater vo ltage can uu 
more than 10% above rated value. 

t Maximum plate voltage=) 1 ~ volte:. 

As Push-Pull Class AB2 Amplifier-Pentode Connection 
Unless otherwise specified, values are for two tubes. 

Fixed Bias Self ,Bias 

PLATE VOLTAGE .............. .. ...... . . 
SCR!!EN VOL TAG!! .... .. .. ... ..... . . . • ... 
GRID VoLTAGI! ................. . ...... . 
SELF-BIAS RESISTOR .................. . . . 
PEAK A-P GRID-TO-GRID VOLTAGE .. ....... . 

- 76 -

375 max. 375 max. 
2 50 max. 2 50 max. 
- 26 min . 

82 
340 min. 
94 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Ohms 
Volts 



R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

ZERO-SIGNAL PLATE CURRENT............. 34 54 Milliamperes 
ZERO-SIGNAL SCREEN CURRENT. . . . . • . . . . . . 5 8 Milliamperes 
LOAD RESISTANCE. (Per Tube) •..••••...... 2500 2500 Ohms 
EPFECTIVE. LoAD RESISTANCE. (Plate-to-plate) l 0000 10000 Ohms 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION............. 5 5 Per cent 
.POWER OUTPUT (Approx.)............... 19* 19t Watts 

Under the above maximum voltage conditions, transformer or impedance input, 
coupling devices must be used. 

• With one triode-connected 6F6 aa driver operated at plate volta of 2SO, grid volta of -20, 
and with a minimum plate load of approximately 10000 ohms: input transformer ratio, primary to 
one•hal£ secondary, is 3.32. The plate, screen and grid 11upply have negligible reeistanoe. 

t With one triode-connected 6F6 as driver operated at plate volta of 2SO, grid volta of -20, 
and with a minimum plate load of approximately 10000 ohms: input transformer ratio, primary to 
one-half secondary, is 2. S. The plate and screen supply have negligible reaistance. The value 
1tiven for the self•bias resistor is determined for a minimum grid bias of -21 volts. 

As Push-Pull Class AB2 Amplifier-Triode Connection 
(Screen tied to plate) 

Unless otherwise specified, values are for two tubes. 
Fixed Bias Self Bias 

PLATE VOLTAGE .. .. .. .. • • .. . .. .. • . . . .. . 350 max. 350 max. Volts 
Grun VOLTAGE • . . . • • . • • • • • • . . • • • • . . . • • . -38 Volts 
SELF•BIAs RESISTOR • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . • • 730 min. Ohms 
PEAK A,F GRID•TO•GRID VOLTAGE ••• .'...... 123 132 Volts 
ZERO-SIGNAL PLATE CURRENT. • . . • • • . . . . . • 45 50 Milliamperes 
LOAD RESISTANCE (Per Tube) •••••••...... 1500 2500 Ohms 
EPPECTIVE LOAD RESISTANCE (Plate,to•plate) 6000 10000 Ohms 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION. • • . • • • . . • • . . 7 7 Per cent 
POWER OUTPUT (Approx.)............... 18° 14; Watts 

Under the above maximum voltage conditions, transformer or impedance input• 
coupling devices must be used. 

0 With one triode-connected 6F6 as driver operated at plate volts of 2SO, grid volts of -20, 
and with a minimum plate load of approximately 10000 ohms: input transformer ratio, primary to 
one-half secondary, is 1.67. The plate and grid supply have negligible resistance. 

i With one triode•connected 6P6 as driver operated at plate volts of 2SO, grid volts of -20, 
and with a minimum plate load of approximately 10000 ohms: input transformer ratio, primary to 
one•half secondary, is 1.29. The plate supply has negligible resistance. The value given for the 
aelf•bias resistor is determined for a minimum grid bias of -36. 5 volts. 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 6F6 fit the standard octal socket which may be installed 
to hold the tube in any position. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to type 42. 

APPLICATION 

As a Class A power-amplifier pentode, the 6F6 may be used either singly or 
in push•pull. Recommended operating conditions are given under CHARACTER, 
ISTICS. If a single 6F6 is operated at a plate voltage of 250 volts, the self•biae 
resistor should have a value of approximately 410 ohms; at 315' volts, 440 ohms. 
For two tubes in the same stage, the value of the self •bias resistor should be 
approximately one•half that for a single tube. 

As a Class A power-amplifier triode, the 6F6 may be used either singly or in 
push•pull. For this service the screen is connected to the plate. Recommended 
operating conditions are given under CHARACTERISTICS. When a single 6F6 
is operated as a Class A triode at a plate voltage of 2 50 volts, the self,bias resistor 
should have a value of approximately 650 ohms. For two tubes in the same stage, 
the value of the self,bias resistor should be approximately one-half that for a 
single tube. 

As a Oass AB power-amplifier triode or pentode, the 6F6 should be operated 
as shown under the CHARACTERISTICS. The values shown cover operation 
with fixed-bias and with self-bias, and have been determined on the basis of some 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

grid;current fl.ow during the most positive swing of the input signal and of 
cancellation oi aecond;harmonic distortion by virtue of the push;pull circuit. 

The ty;-r of input coupling used should not introduce too much resistance in 
the grid circuit. Transformer; or impedance;coupling devices are recommended. 
When the grid circuit has a resistance not higher than 0.05 megohm, fixed biaa 
may be used; for higher values, self;bias is required. With self;bias, the grid circuit 
may have a resistance as high as, but not greater than, 0. 5 megohm provided the 
heater voltage is not allowed to rise more than 10% above rated value under any 
condition of operation. f,\ 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E 

INSTALLATION 

Refer to INSTALLATION on type 6A8. 

APPLICATION 

M A N U A L 

Being of the multi-unit type, the 6F7 is suitable for diversified applications. 
The triode unit and the pentode unit can be utilized independently of each other 
for performing any of the functions expected of single-unit types with similar ~ 
characteristics. Circuit design for the 6F7, therefore, will follow conventional 
practice. 

As a frequency converter, the 6F7 is used by employing the triode unit as 
oscillator and the pentode unit as mixer ( first detector). The circuit should be 
adjusted so that the grid-bias voltage is appro;,11natdy 3 volts greater than the peak 
oscillator voltage. In operation, the plate current of the oscillator should not exceed 
4 milliamperes. 

12 

4 

0 

I 

6 

6 

41 

. 

' 

TYPE 6F7 
F;,= 6.3 VOL TS 

SCREEN VOLTS=IOO 

,,,,,.,..--
~~ ,,..-~ 
" 
~~ ,,~ 

~~ 
'/ 

1/" 
~ 

80 

TYPE 6f7 
Ef ::6,3 VOL TS 

J 
V 

/ I 

/ V 
/ 

~ 

~ V ~ 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
P£NTODE UNIT 

~)NTRO -GIUC VOL11S tt'.1'•0 

,eo 240 J20 400 
PLATE VOLTS 

AVERAG£ PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
TRIODE UNIT 

ti 
I./ 

~j ?/ 
ff I ,~ . o/ 

j I V 1j) 
I/ I I V ) ,3/ 

I/ l I V ,r I 

J 1/ I V / ~/ 
'" ' V / /v I/ /v / ~'l 

:(,,1 

,,,/ V / V 
,,, 

/ / / / 
V / V 

.... / ~ v / __,,,.. 
--- l,...,---" ---- ......-:: 

.... 
1-2 

--3 

t,,-- .. 

1-5 

i-e 
--7 

Eo= 9 

-12 

20 

/h 

/ ~ 
/ 

92C-!l3110 

:, ''"' I'° ,:,N "'° 300 3~0 .. ,,., 
PLATE VOLTS 92C-!:>4126 

-80-



0-

RCA-6F7 

TRIODE- PENT ODE 
The 6F7 is a heater type of tube 

combining in one bulb a triode and 
an r-f pentode of the remote cut-off 
type. Since these two units are 

the common 
independent of each other except for 

cathode, the 6F7 may be adapted to circuit design in several ways. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.).............. 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . • • . • . • • . ..• • • • • • • . . . . . . . 0.3 
DIRECT lNTERELECTRODE CAPACITANCES 

'Triode Unit-Grid to Plate................. 2.0 
Grid to Cathode. . • • • • • • • . . . . • . 2. r; 
Plate to Cathode. • • • • • • . • • . • • • • 3 .0 

Pentode Unit-Grid to Plate (With shield-can).. 0.008 max. 
Input . . . • • . . • • • . • . . . . . . • • • . . 3.2 
Output • . . • • • • . • • . . • . • . . . . . • • 12. r; 

BULB .••.••••..•.......••••••.•..•••••.•..•.••..••• 
CAP ••.....•..•........•.•..........•...........••• 
BASE .•..••.•.•......•..•••••••••••.•....•.••.••••• 

As Amplifier 

'Triode Unit Pentode Unit 

PLATE VOLTAGB ••••••••••••• 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1) .. 
PLATE CURRENT ••••.••••••• 
SCREEN CURRENT •••.•.••••• 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR •••••• 
PLATE RESISTANCE •••••••••• 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ••••••••• 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE 

100 max. 100 U0 max. 
100 100 max. 

-3 min. 
35 

-3 min. -3 min. 
6.3 6., 

(At -3'; volts bias) .•...•.• 

8 
16000 

rno 

1.6 U' 
300 900 

290000 8';0000 
10';0 1100 

9 10 

As Frequency Converter 

TYPICAL OPERATION 'Triode Unit 
Plate Voltage (Maximum)........ 100° 
Screen Voltage •.•.••..•..•••••• 
Grid Voltage •••..•.••.•....•. 
Oscillator Peak Voltage Input ..•.• 
D•C Grid Current •......•••..... 
D,C Plate Current .••.•••••••.•. 
Screen Current ...•.••••.••..•.. 
Plate Resistance •.••.•...•..••.. 
Conversion Transconductance .•••• 

t 
O.H 
2.4ft 

Pentode Unit 
uo 
100 
-10* 

7 
0 

2.8 
0.6 
2.0 

300 

Volta 
Ampere 

µµf 
µµf 
p.µf 
p.p.f 
µp.f 
µµf 
ST,12 

Small Metal 
Small 7-Pin 

Volta 
Volta 
Volta 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 

Ohms 
Micromhos 

Micromhoa 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliampere 
Milliamperes 
Milliampere 
Megohms 
Micromhos 

0 May be obtained from 250-volt aource through 60000•ohm dropping resistor. 
• Obtained by meana of 1700,ohm aelf•biaaing (cathode) resistor. 
t Obtained by 100000,ohm grid•leak resistor returned directly to cathode. 
tt Oscillator conditiorui should be adjusted so that plate current does not exceed maximum of 4 

milliamperes. 
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RCA-6G5 

ELECTRON-RAY TUBE 
( Indicator Type) 

The 6G5' is a high-vacuum, heater
cathode type of tube designed to 
indicate visually, by means of a 
fluorescent target, the effects of 

W
G TA 

p K 

6 

H H 

change in the controlling voltage. 
The tube, therefore, is essentially a voltage indicator and as such is particularly 
useful as a convenient and non-mechanical means to indicate accurate tuning of a 
receiver to the desired station. For a discussion of Electron-Ray Tube considerations, 
refer to page 30. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) .............. . 
HEATER CURRENT ............................ . 
PLATE-SUPPLY VOLTAGE ....................... . 
TARGET VOLTAGE* ..••....•....•...•.......•.. 
TYPICAL OPERATION 

Plate, and Target-Supply Voltage .• 
Series Triode-Plate Resistor ...... . 
Target Current (Approx.) .....••. 
Triode-Plate Current (For zero 

100 
05 
4.5' 

triode-grid voltage) . . . . . . • • . . . 0.19 
Triode-Grid Voltage (For shadow 

angle of O O 
) (Approx.) .•.•..•. 

Triode-Grid Voltage (For shadow 
-8 

200 
1 

45 

0.19 

-18.5 

6.3 
0.3 

250 max. 
250 max. 

250 
1 

4.5 

0.24 

-22 

angle of 90°) (Approx.)....... 0 0 0 
BULB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BASE ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• Minimum target voltage should not be less than 90 volts. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 

Volts 
Megohm 
Milliamperes 

Milliampere 

Volts 

Volts 
ST-12 

Small 6-Pin 

For INSTALLATION, refer to type 6E5'. The APPLICATION of the 6G,. 
is similar to that of the 6E;. Typical circuits are shown under the latter type. 
The essential difference bety.,een type 6E5' and type 6G5' is that the 6G5 has a 
remote plate-current cut,off characteristic. 

2!>0 

200 

,Ji 
IJ 
a: 
IJ 

~•so 
C 
0 
a: 
~ 
~ 

~•oo 
C 
..J 
4. 

50 

0 

100 

80 

Ill 
IJ 
IJ 
cc 

" w 
060 
I 

IJ 
..J 

" z 
C 

~40 
0 
0 
C 
:r ., 

20 

0 

AVERAGE CONTROL CHARACTERISTICS 

TYPE 6G5 
C-f:6.3 VOLTS I 

8 
,// CURVC I PL~~~;;r:.::-v l 5;~J~gR~~f!~E~~-

==I 250 I 1.0 ~VI! 100 o.s 

., /I "~ ... ,, 
'-:;.,' I I /4,t/j 

_/ TARCCT '1:/ 
CURRENT ~• I 

TARGET CURRENT _,,,, • \. _ 1 / 1.,LI I 
_,,,,.,,,, 

,(~~ 

.,,V 
,-

//I~-,, "' 
ifL ··· -- r."✓ 

., ~, 
~ 

/1- L?N~0~JtT~ir: 8 • -::,,, o"4 Q/ 

-1-•o;,, ~.,., 

4 

2 

--n ,..,q-
-2!1 -20 -15 -10 -!I 

CRIO VOLTS 
0 

0 

92C-4626 
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RCA-6H6 

TWIN DIODE 
The 6H6 is a heater-cathode type 

of All-Metal tube combining two 
diodes in one shell. Each diode has 
its own separate cathode and cor· 
responding base pin. This arrange· 

mcnc offers flex ibility in the design of circuits employing the 6H6 for detection, 
for low-voltage low-current rectification, or for automatic volume control. For 
diode-detector considerations, refer to page 26. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)..... ........ .. 6.3 Volts 
H EATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 Ampere 
PLATE No. l TO PLATE No. 2 CAPACITANCE*.. . . . . . 0.02 max. µµf 
A·C PLATE VOLTAGI! PER PLATE (RMS). ...... ... 100 max. Volts 
D·C OUTPUT CuRRllNT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 max. Milliamperes 
BASll ....................... . . . ..... . ... ......... Small Wafer Octal 7-Pin 

• With shell connected to cathode. 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 6H6 fit the standard octal socket which may be installed' 
to hold the tube in any position. For hc.iter operation and cathode connection, 

• 

refer to INST ALLA TI ON for type 6A8. p,, 

APPLICATION 

For detection, the diodes may be utilized in a full-wave circuit or in a half•wave 
circuit. In the latter case, one plate only, or the two plates in parallel, may be 
employed. The use of the half-wave arrangement will provide approximately twice 
the rectified voltage as compared with the full-wave arrangement. 

Por automatic-volume control, the 6H6 may 
be used in circuits similar co those employed for 
any of the duplex-diode types of tubes. The 
only difference is that the 6H6 is more adaptable 
due to the fact that each diode has its own 
separate cathode. 

Since the diode~ by themselves do not pro· 
vide any amplifi cation. it is usually necessary to 
provide gain hy means of a supplementary tube. 
Types such as the 6C5, 6F5, 6J7, and 6K7 are 
very suitable for this purpose. Their use in 
combination with the 6H6 is similar co that of 
the amplifier sections of duplex-diode triode or 
pcntode types, such as the 6R 7, 6Q7 and 6B8. 
The amplifier sections of these types have some• 
what the same characteristics as the 6Ci, 6Fi 
and 6J7, respectively. 
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R CA-6J 7 

TRIPLE-GRID DETECTOR 
AMPLIFIER 

The 6J7 is a triple-grid type of 
All,Metal tube recommended espe• 
cially for service as a biased detector 
in radio receivers designed for its 
characteristics. In such service, this 

tube is capable of delivering a large audio-frequency output 
small input voltage. Other applications of the 6J7 include 
amplifier tube. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

H 

voltage with relatively 
its u;e as a high-gain 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C . ) ............... 6.3 Volts 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 Ampere 
PLATE VOLTAGE .... . .'................ . . / 100 250 max. Volts 
SCREEN VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .. . 100 100.. Volts 
GRID VOLTAGE*.. . ...... . ........ ..... . -3 -3 Volts 
SuPPRl!SSOR .......... . . .. . ... . . .. .... . Conne~ted to cathode at socket 
PLAT!! CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • • . . . . . 2 2 Milliampere.! 
SCREEN CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • . . • . . . 0.5 0. 5 Milliampere 
PLATE RESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . 1.0 Greater than 1.5 Megohm 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . . . . . . • • . • • . . . . . . 1185 Greater than 1500 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . . . . . • . . • • . . . . . . . 1185 1225 Micromhos 
GRID VOLTAGE (Approximate)t . . . . . . . . . . . -7 -7 Volts 
GRID·PLATI! CAPACITANCC 0 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.005 max. µµf 
lNPUT C,\PACITANCE 0 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7 µµf 
C?UTPUT CAPACITANCt:0 

• • • • • • • .. • • ... • • .. • • • • • • • 12 _µff 
CAP ................. .... . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miniatu re 
BASE ................ . ......... . . ... ... . ......... Small Wafer Occal 7-Pin 

• The d#c rt."s1stancc in the grid circuit .should not c.11..eed 1.0 megohm. 
•• Maximum Scrcc:n Volts = 121. t For cathode current cut•off. • \Vith 1hell connected to atbodt. 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of th e 6J7 fit the standard octal socket which may be installed 
to hold the tube in any position. For heater operanon and cath ode connection, 
refer to INSTALLATION for type 6A8. 

The screen voltage may be obtained from a potentiometer o r bleeder circuit 
across the B•supply source. Due to t he screen-current characteristics of the 6J7, 
a resistor in series with the high-voltage supply may be employed for obtaining the 
screen voltage, provided the cathode-resistor method of bias control is used. This 
method, however, is not recommended if the high-voltage B•supply exceeds 250 volts. 

APPLICATION 

As a biased detector, the 6j7 can deliver a large aud1o•f requency output voltage 
of good quality with a fairly small radio-frequency signal input. Typical 
recommended conditions for the 6J7 as a biased detector are as follows: 

Plate Supply* . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 100 250 250 Volts 
Screen Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . 12 30 50 100 Volts 
Grid Voltage . . . . . • . . . . . . -1.16 -1.83 -2 -4.3 Volts 
Cathode Resistor ... ...... 18000 10000 3000 10000 Ohms 
Suppressor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Connected to cathode at socket 
Cathode Cur. (Zero Signal) . 0.63 0.183 0.65 0.43 Milliampere 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E 

Plate Resistor . • . . • . • . . . • • 1.0 0.25 0.25 0.S'O 
Blocking Condenser • . • • . • • 0.01 0.01 0.03 0.03 
Grid Resistort • • • • • • • • • • • 1.0 OS 0.25 0.25 

M A N U A L 

Megohm 
pf 
Megohm 
Volts R•P Signal (RMS)** • • • • • 1.0,- 1.6 1.18 1.37 

• Voltage at plate will be PLATE-SUPPLY voltage· leas voltage drop in plate resistor caused by 
plate current. 

t Por the following amplifier tube. 
0 With theae aignal voltages modulated 20%, the voltage output under each set of operating 

conditions ia 17 peak volts at the grid of the following amplifier, a value sufficient to insure full audio 
output from a type 6P6 at 2 S'O volts on plate. 

Detector bias may be obtained from a bleeder circuit, from a resistor in the 
cathode circuit, or from a partial self-biasing circuit. The cathode-resistor method 
permits of higher output at low percentage modulation, since the input signal may 
be increased almost in inverse proportion to the modulation without resulting in 
objectionable distortion. 

As an audio-frequency amplifier pentode in resistance-coupled circuits, the 6J7 
may be operated as shown in the tables given in the Resistance-Coupled A,P 
.Amplifier Section. 

As a radio-frequency amplifier pentode, the 6J7 may be used particularly in 
applications where the r•f signal applied to the grid is relatively low, that is, of 
the order of a few volts. In such cases either screen or control-grid voltage ( or 
both) may be varied to• control the receiver volume. When larger signals are 
involved, a super-control amplifier tube should be employed to prevent the 
occurrence of excessive cross-modulation and modulation-distortion. Recommended 
operating conditions for amplifier services are given under CHARACTERISTICS. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
6 

I 0 

~ ~ --- TYPES :6C6,6J7,57 
SUPPRESSOR VOLTS :o 

( SCREEN VOLTS z: 100 
-0.!'> 

-~ r CONTROL -GftlO VOLTS Eci= -1.0 

-r -I.!, 

--r -2.0 

✓- -2.s 

y -3.0 

', 
I -4.0 

r - -- - -s.o . -

0 110 160 2 40' 320 400 4110 
PLAT£ VOLTS 92C-4179R2 
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RCA-6K7 

TRIPLE-GRID SUPER
CONTROL AMPLIFIER 

p 

H h 

The 6K7 is a triple-grid super-con• 
trol amplifier tube of the All-Metal 
type recommended for service in 
the rad io-frequency and intermediate• 
frequency stages of radio receivers . 

designed fo r its characteristics. The ability of this tube to handle unusual signal 
voltages without cross-modulation and modulation-distortion makes it adaptable to 
the r•f and i-f stages of receivers employing automatic volume control. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C. ).... . ..... .. .. . 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 .3 
PLATE VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . 90 180 250 250 max. 
ScREEN VOLTA(;E . . . . . . . . . . 90 75 100 125 max. 
GRID VOLTAG!l (Minimum). ... -3 -3 -3 -3 
SUPPRESSOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Connected co cathode at socket 
PLATE CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . 5.4 4.0 7.0 10.5 
SCREEN CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . l.3 1.0 1.7 2.6 
PLATE R ESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . 0 .315 1.0 0 .8 0.6 
AMPI..IPICATION FACTOR . . . . . 400 1100 1160 990 
T RANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . . . . . 1275 1100 1450 1650 
GRID VOLTAGE* ... . ..... . .. -38.5 -32.5 -42.5 -52.5 
GRm•PLATE CAPACITANCE 0 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.005 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 

Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Megohm 

Micromhos 
Volts 
µµf 
µµf INPUT CAPACITANCE 0 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE 0 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 12 
CA P ........ . ..................... ... ... ... ..... . 

µµf 
Miniature 

BASE .................... . ...... . ... . . .. ......... Smal l Wafer Octal 7-Pin 
• For transconductance = 2 micromhos. 
• \Vith shell connected to cathode. 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 6K7 fit the standard octal socket which may be installed , 
to hold the tube in any position. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to IN ST ALLA TI ON for 
type 6A8. 

Control-grid bias variation will be found effective in changing the volume of 
the receiver. In order to obtain adequate volume control, an available grid-bias 
voltage of approximately 50 volts will be required. The exact value will depend 
upon the circuit design and operating conditions. This voltage may be obtained, 
depend ing on the receiver requirements, from a potentiometer across a fixed supply 
voltage or by the use of a variable self-bias resistor in the cathode c ircuit. 

The screen voltage may be obtained from a potentiometer or bleeder circuit 
across the B•supply source. Due to the screen current characteristics of the 6K7, 
a resistor in series with the high-voltage supply may be employed for obtaining the 
screen voltage provided the cathode-resistor method of bias control is used . This 
method, however, is not recommended if the high-voltage B-supply exceeds 250 
volts. Furthermore, it should be noted that the use of a resistor in the screen 
circuit will have an effect on the change in plate resistance with variation in 
suppressor voltage in case the suppressor _ is utilized for control purposes. 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

~he ~ppressor may be connected directly to the cathode or it may be made 
negative with respect to the cathode. For the latter condition, the suppressor 
voltage m~y. be obtained from a potentiometer or bleeder circuit for manual volum~ 
and sel~ct1V1ty•control, or from the drop in a resistor in the plate circuit of the 
automatic volume-control tube. 

APPLICATION 

As a radio-frequency amplifier, the 6K7 is especially applicable to radio 
receiver design because of its ability to reduce cross-modulation effects, its remote 
"cut•off" feature, and its flexible adaptability to circuit combinations and to receiver 
design. Recommended conditions for the 6K7 as an amplifier are given under 
CHARACTERISTICS. 

To realize the maximum benefit of the long "cut•off" feature of this tube, it is 
necessary to apply a variable grid bias and to maintain the screen at a constant 
potential with respect to the cathode. Good results, however, may be obtained by 
using a variable cathode resistance. Such a resistance, of course, reduces the screen 
potential by the amount that the bias is increased and thus hastens the "cut•off." 
Therefore, the ability of the tube to handle large signals is somewhat impaired. 
This effect may be nullified by means of a series resistor in the screen circuit. 

The use of series resistors for obtaining satisfactory control of screen voltage 
in the case of four-electrode tubes is usually impossible because of secondary 
emission phenomena. In the 6K7, however, the suppressor practically removes these 
effects and it is therefore possible to obtain satisfactorily the screen voltage from 
the plate supply or from some high intermediate voltage providing these sources 
do not exceed 2 S'O volts. With this method, the screen-to-cathode voltage will fall 
off very little from minimum to maximum value of cathode,control resistor. In 
some cases, it may actually rise. This rise of screen•to•cathode voltage above the 
normal maximum value is allowable because the screen and the plate current are 
reduced simultaneously by a sufficient amount to prevent damage to the tube. It 
should be recognized in general that the series-resistor method of obtaining screen 
voltage from a higher voltage supply necessitates the use of the variable cathode, 
resistor method of controlling volume in order to prevent too high a voltage on the 
screen. When screen and control-grid voltage are obtained in this manner, the 
remote '"cut•off" advantage of the 6K7 may be fully realized. 

As a mixer in superheterodyne circuits, the 6K7 may be used although a 
pentagrid mixer or pentagrid converter type is generally preferable. The 6K7 aa a 
mixer is capable of producing, under the proper conditions of grid and local 
oscillator voltage, a gain of about one-third that which can be obtained in an 
intermediate-frequency amplifier stage. This gain can be controlled by varying the 
grid bias either from a separate supply or from a variable resistor in the cathode 
circuit. This is a desirable feature in receivers employing automatic volume•control, 
because it enables a much lower threshold input to be received without loss of 
amplification and permits the reception of high input voltages without loss of control. 
Recommended conditions for the 6K7 as a superheterodyne mixer follow: Plate 
voltage, 2 S'O volts; screen voltage, 100 volts; suppressor connected to cathode at 
socket; and grid,bias voltage, -10 volts approximate (with 7•volt oscillator peak 
swing). 

A plate family of curves is given under type 78. 
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RCA-6L6 Gz Go 

p 

BEAM POWER AMPLIFIER -
H H 

K 
s KEY Per 

The 6L6 is a power-amplifier tube 
of the A ll, Metal type for use in the 
output stage of radio receivers, espe· 
cially those designed to have ample 
reserve of power-delivering ability. 

The 6L6 provides high power output sensitivity and high efficiency . . Th_e po~ver 
output at all levels has low third and negligible higher-order harmonic d1stort10~. 
When operated at maximum ratings, this tube will give over l l watts output tn 
single-ended operation and as much as 60 watlS in push-pull. When the push•pull 
connection is used with a 6600-ohm load, the 6L6 will give 34 watts o f audio 
power without the need of grid-driving power. Por d iscussion of beam power 
amplifier considerat ions, refer to page LO. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGI! (A. C . or D. C.) ... . . ...... . ... ().3 
Hl!ATl!R CURRl!NT . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.9 
Avl!RAGI! CIIARACTl,RISTIC.~ 

Plate Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 50 
Screen Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . 250 
Grid Voltage . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . -14 
Plate Current . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 
Screen Current . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Plate Resistance . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 500 
,\mplification Factor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135' 
Transconductance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6000 

Volts 
Ampere 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromho, 
BAS!! ................. .. .. .. .. .• ........... . ..... Small Wafer Octal 7,Pin 

As Single-Tube C lass A1 Amplifior-With Self-bias 

PLAT!! VOLTAGI! .. ... ..... . •.••••••.•....... ... 
ScRl!l!N VOLTAGI! ...... . •••. • , , , , , • , , , , ••. . ... . 
ScR!!l!N DISSIPATION . .. ... • •• •• ••• • • •. •.• . . . ... 
PLAT!! ANO SCRl!l!N DISSIPATION ,, , • •. , .. , . .. , .. .. 
TYPICAL OPERATION 

Plate Voltage . • . ........ . .. . ••. 
Screen Voltage . . . ..... . .... . . • • 
Self-Bias R esisto r .... . ......... . 
Pe,tk A,P Grid Voltage .. .......•. 
Z e ro-Signal Plate Current ... .. ... . 
Max.,Signal Plate Current ...... . . . 
Z ero-Signal Screen Current ..... .. . 
Max.,Signal Screen Current ..... . . 
Load Resistance .... . ....... : .. . 
Total Harmonic Distortion ... . •... 
Second Harmonic Distortion .....• 
Third Harmonic Distortion ....... . 
Max.-Signal Power Output . . .... . . 

375 
125 
365 
8.5 
24 

24.3 
0.7 
1.8 

14000 
9 
8 
4 
4 

210 
250 
170 

14 
75 
78 
5.4 
7.2 

2500 
10 

9.7 
2.5 
6.5 

375 max. 
250 max. 
3.5 max. 
24 max. 

300 
200 
220 
12. 5 

51 
54.5 

3 
4.6 

4500 
l l 

10.7 
2.5 
6. 5 

As Single-Tube Class A1 Amplifier-Fixod Bias 

PLATE VOL TAG!! .. ... . .... , •• , • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 375 max. 
SCRl!l!N VOLTAG!l .... ... .. . , • . • • • • • . . . . . . . . • . . . 250 max. 
ScRl!l!N D ISSIPATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . • . . . . . . . 3. 5 max. 
PLAT!! ANO SCRl!llN DISSI PATION ( Total). . . . . . . . . . 24 max. 
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Volts 
Ohms 
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P er cent 
Per cent 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Watts 
Volts 



R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

TYPICAL OPERATION 
Plate Voltage •••••..••.•• 37S' 2S'O 300 37S' 
Screen Voltage ••....•.•.• 12S' 2S'O 200 2S'O 
D-C Grid Voltage •••••••• -9 -14 -lU -17.S' 
Peak A• F Grid Voltage .•••• 8 14 12.S' lU 
Zero~Signal Plate Current •.. 24 72 48 S'7 
Max,•Signal Plate Current •.. 26 79 H 67 
Zero•Signal Screen Current •. 0.7 S' 2J' 2.S' 
Max.•Signal Screen Current .• 2 7.3 4.7 6 
Load Resistance ......•... 14000 2S'OO 45'00 4000 
Total Harmonic Distortion .. 9 10 11 14.S' 
Second Harmonic Distortion. 8 9.7 10.7 11.S' 
Third Harmonic Distortion .. 4 2.S' 2.S 4.2 
Max.•Signal Power Output .• 4.2 6.S' 6.S' 11.S' 

As Push-Pull Class At Amplifier 
PLATE VOLTAGE ..............•................ 
SCREEN VOLTAGE ...•.......................... 
ScREEN DISSIPATION .........•••.•••...••...... 
PLATE AND SCREEN DISSIPATION (Total) ....•..... 
TYPICAL OPERATION Values are for two tubes. 

Plate Voltage .................•...... 
Screen Voltage .................•..... 
D-C Grid Voltage ...•......••..•..•.• 
Self-Bias Resistor ......••••....•••••.• 
Peak A,F Grid•to•Grid Voltage ....••.•.• 
Zero-Signal Plate Current .........••...• 
Max.•Signal Plate Current ........••.... 
Zero-Signal Screen Current ..•.....•••... 
Max.•Signal Screen Current .......•..... 
Load Resistance (Plate•to•plate) ...•..... 
Total Harmonic Distortion ........•••••• 
Third Harmonic Distortion ........••••.. 
Max.•Signal Power Output ......•.•.... ·• 

Fixed Bias 
250 
2S'O 
-16 

32 
120 
140 
10 
16 

,-000 
2 
2 

14.S' 

37S' max. 
25'0 max. 
3.S' max. 
24 max. 

Self-Bia.! 
2S'O 
2S'O 

12S' 
3S'.6 
120 
130 

10 
1 S' 

S'OOO 
2 
2 

13.8 

As Push-Pull Class AB1 Amplifier 

PLATE VOLTAGE • . . . . . . . . . • • • . • • • • • • • . . • • • . . . . . 400 max. 
SCREEN VOLTAGE • . . . . . . . • • . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 max. 
SCREEN DISSIPATION . . . . • • . . • • • • • • • . • • . . • • • . . . . 3.5 max. 
PLATE AND SCREEN DISSIPATION (Total). . . . . . . . . . 24 max. 
TYPICAL OPERATION Values are for two tubes. 

Plate Voltage ........... . 
Screen Voltage •.•••.•.••• 
D,C Grid Voltage •.••••••• 
Self• Bias Resistor ••••.•.•• 
Peak A•F Grid•to•Grid Volt. 
Zero-Signal Plate Current .. 
Max.•Signal Plate Current .. 
Zero-Signal Screen Current. 
Max.•Signal Screen Current. 
Load Resist. ( Plate•to•plate) • 
Total Harmonic Distortion .. 
Third Harmonic Distortion .• 
Max.•Signal Power Output .. 

Self•Bias 
400 400 
2S'O 300 

190 200 
43.8 S'7 

96 112 
110 128 
4.6 7 

10.8 16 
8S'OO 6600 

2 2 
2 2 

24 32 

Fixed Bias 
:400 400 
25'0 300 
-20 -2S' 

40 S'O 
88 102 

124 1S'2 
4 6 

12 17 
8S'OO 6600 

2 2 
2 2 

26.S' 3'4 

As Push-Pull Class AB2 Amplifier-Fixed Bias 
PLATE VOLTAGE . . • . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . • • . . . . • • 400 max. 
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Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperea 
Milliam perea 
Milliamperea 
Ohms 
Per cent 
Per cent 
Per cent 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Watts 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Ohms 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperei; 
Mi11iam peres 
Milliamperet
Ohms 
Per cent 
Per cent 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Watts 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Ohms 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 
Per cent 
Per cent 
Watts 

Volts 

.. 

d 
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lJ 

q. 

R C A RECEIVING T U B E 

SCREEN VOLTAGE ••••.•••••••••••••••••.•.•.... 
ScREEN DISSIPATION • • • • • • • • • • • . • •••••••••.•. 
PLATE AND SCREEN DISSIPATION (Total) ......... . 

M A N U A L 

300 max. 
3S max. 
24 max. 

Volts 
Watts 
Watts 

TYPICAL OPERATION Values are for two tubes. 
Plate Voltage • • . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 400 400 Volts 
Screen Voltage • • . . . . . . • . . . . • . • . . . . . . . 2 S'O 300 Volts 
D-C Grid Voltage • • .. .. .. • .. • .. .. .. . . -20 -25 Volts 
Peak A,F Grid•to•Grid Voltage.......... 57 80 Volts 
Zero•Signal Plate Current. • • . . • • • . . . . . . 88 102 Milliampere"' 
Max.•Signal Plate Current............ . . 168 230 Milliamperes 
Zero-Signal Screen Current............. 4 6 MilliampereE-
Max.•Signal Screen Current. • . • . • . . . . • . . 13 20 Milliampere~ 
Load Resistance (Plate•to•plate).... . . . . . 6000 3800 Ohms 
Peak Grid-Input Powert............... 0.18 0.35 Watt 
Max.•Signal Power Output•. . • • • • • . • • . . . 40 60 Watts 

• With ~ro-impedance driver and perfect regulation, plate,circuit distortion does not exceed 2 % . 
In practice, plate•voltage regulation, acreen,voltage regulation, and grid,bias regulation, should not 
be greater than 5' % , 5' % , and 3 % , respectively. 

t Driver stage should be caJJable of supplying the grids of the Class AB stage with the specified 
peak values at low distortion. The effective resistance per grid circuit of the Class AB stage should ~ 
kept below 5'00 ohms and the effective impedance at the highest desired response frequency should 
not exceed 700 ohms. 

INSTALLATION 
The base pins of the 6L6 fit the standard octal socket which may be installed 

to hold the tube in any position. 
The heater is designed to operate at 6.3 volts. The transformer supplying 

this voltage should be designed to operate the heater at this recommended value 
for full-load operating conditions at average line voltage. Under the maximum 
screen and plate dissipation conditions, the heater voltage should never fluctuate 
so that it exceeds 7 .0 volts. For cathode connection, refer to type 6A8. 

In all services precautions should be taken to insure that the dissipation rating 
is not exceeded with expected line•voltage variations, especially in the cases of 
fixed-bias operation. When the push-pull connection is used, fixed-bias values up 
to 10% of each typical screen voltage can be used without increasing distortion. 

APPLICATION 

As a Oass A1 power amplifier, the 6L6 should be operated as shown under 
CHARACTERISTICS. The values cover self, and fixed•bias operation and have 
been determined on the basis that no grid current flows during any part of the 
input signal swing. The second harmonics can easily be eliminated by the use of 
push•pull circuits. In single•tube, resistance•coupled circuits, the second-harmonica 
can be minimized by generating out•of,phase second harmonics in the pre•amplifier. 

As a push-pull Oass AB1 power amplifier, the 6L6 may be operated as shown 
under CHARACTERISTICS. The values shown cover self• and fixed-bias operation 
and have been determined on the ba~is that no grid current flows during any part 
of the input signal swing. 

The type of input coupling used in Class A1 and Class AB1 service should 
not introduce too much resistance in the grid-circuit. Transformer• or impedance• 
coupling devices are recommended. When the grid circuit has a resistance not 
higher than 0.1 megohm fixed•bias may be used; for higher values, self•bias is 
required. With self •bias, the grid circuit may have a resistance as high as, but 
not greater than, 0. 'j megohm provided the heater voltage is not allowed to rise 
more than 10% above the rated value under any condition of operation. 

As a push-pull Oass AB2 power amplifier, the 6L6 may be operated as shown 
under CHARACTERISTICS. The values cover operation with fixed•bias and have 
been determined on the basis that some grid current flows during the most positive 
swing of the input signal. 

Refer to Circuit Section for circuits employing the 6L6, and to page 21 for 
discussion of inverse-feedback arrangements. A family of plate characteristics 
curves is given on page 96. 
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RCA- 6 L7 

PENTAGRID MIXER 
AMPLIFIER 

The 6L 7 is a multi-electrode vacu
um tube of the All - Metal type 
designed with two separate control 
grids shielded from each other. This 

p 

H H 

s 

design permits each control grid to 
act independently on the electron stream. This tube, therefore, is especially useful 
as a mixer in superheterodyne circuits having a separate oscillator stage, as well as 
tn other applications where dual control is desirable in a single stage. The design 
of the tube is such that coupling effects between oscillator and signal circuits are 
made very small. This feature enables the 6L 7 to give high gain in high-frequency 
circuits. For general discussion of pcmagrid types, sec Frequency Conversion on 
page 3 I. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOL TAG!! (A. C . or D. C. ) . . ............ . 
HEATJ.!R CURRENT ...... . ... . .... . ... .. .. .. ... . 
DIRECT lNTI!RELECTRODE CAPACITANCES:* 

6.3 
0.3 

Volts 
Ampere 

Grid No. 1 to G rid No. 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.12 µµf 
Grid No. 1 to P late .... . ................ . .... . 0.0005 max. µµf 
G rid No. 3 to Plate ...... . .............. . .... . 0.025 µµf 
Grid No. l to All Other Electrodes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8. 5 µµf 
Grid No. 3 to All Other Electrodes .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 11. 5 µµf 
Plate to A ll Other Electrodes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 12. 5 µµf 

CAP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miniature 
BASE .. . .. . ... . ....... . ... . ..... . .........•...... Small Wafer Octal 7-Pin 

As Mixer 

PLAT!! VOLTAGE . . .. . . .. . . . ..... . ...... .. ..... . 250 max. 
150 max. SCREEN ( G rids No. 2 and No. 4) VOLTAGE .. ... . . . 

TYPICAL O PERATION: 
Plate Voltage . . ... . ... . .... . .•. .. .... 
Screen Voltage ..........•. . ........ . . 
Signal-Grid ( Grid No. 1) Voltage ..... . . 
Oscillator-Grid (Grid No. 3) Voltage** .. . 
Peak Oscillator Voltage 

Applied to Grid No. 3 ( Minimum) ... . . . 
P late Current .... . ...... . .....•. . .... 
Screen Current .................. . . .. . 
Plate Resistance ............... ,, ... . . . 
Conversion Conductance . . ....... , , ... . 
Signal-Grid ( Grid No. 1) Voltage 

for Conver. Cond. of 5 Micromhos ..... 

250 250t 
100 150t 
-3 min. -6 min.t 

-10 -15 

12 18 
2.4 3.3 
7.2 9 .2 

Greater than I 
350 350 

-30 -45 

Volts 
Volts 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 

Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliampere11 
Megohm 
Micromhos 

Volts 
•• The d•c resistance in oscillator,grid•No . 3 circuit should be limited to 50000 ohms. 
t Recommended valuea for all•wavc receivers. • \Vith shell connected to cathode. 

As Amplifier 

P LATE VOLTAGE ........ . ..........• . ..•..... . . 
SCREEN (Grids No. 2 and No. 4) VOLTAGE ....... . 
CONTROL-GRID ( G rid N o. 1) VOLTAGE ............ . 
CONTROL-GRID ( G rid N o. 3) VOLTAGE . .........•. . 
PLATE CURRENT ......... . .•••................ 
ScREI!N CURRENT ..•..•.. • .•... . •... ....... . .. 
A~IPI.IPICATION FACTOR ......... , ........ . , , .. . 
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250 max. 
100 max. 
- 3 min. 
-3 
5.3 
6.5 
880 

V olts 
V olts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 

• 

.. 
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R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

PLATE RESISTANCE •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE .......................... . 

0.8 
1100 

Megohm 
Micromhos 

TRANSCONDUCTANCE {-15 volts b~as on Gr~d No. 1 } 
-15 volts bias on Gnd No. 3 

INSTALLATION 

Micromhos 

The base pins of the 617 fit the standard octal socket which may be installed 
to hold the tube in any position. For heater operation and cathode connection. 
refer to INSTALLATION for type 6A8. 

APPLICATION 
As a mixer in superheterodyne circuits, the 617 can mix the input from an 

external oscillator with the radio-input frequency to provide the desired intermediate 
frequency. For this service, design information is given under CHARACTER, 
lSTICS. 

As a radio-frequency or intermediate-frequency amplifier, the 6L 7 ~hould be 
operated as shown under CHARACTERISTICS. In this application, the 6L7 has 
the advantage that ave bias can be applied to both the No. 1 grid and the No. 3 grid. 
With ave bias applied to the two grids, a small change in ave voltage produces 
a large change in the gain provided by the tube. For this reason the 6L 7 as an 
r,f or i,f amplifier provides a flatter ave characteristic than a conventional pentode. 

OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 

0----=-----,!o,,o---_-e!2=0_..__ __ .... ,,.,.s-...... ___ ,.,,.o-...___.__ ....... ___ ...._ _ _._ ____ 

£ f"8,3 VOLTS 
PLAT£ VOL.T$a2$0 

CURVE I 
GRID N23 VOLTS"-1$ 
SCREEN VOLTS "" 1$0 
osc.vOLTS;:1& PEAK 

8- CURVE 2 

~l~E~~3 ::g._w ,::1~0 
0$C, VOL TS =12 PtAK 

s~-1---+---+-+-+--+--1~ 
~ 
~ 

4~•--ic--t--t---t--t-...,...-1 

.J 

.J 

32-;..-t---t---+-+-l'+-lH 
IJ 

-~ 
..J 

2~~1--+-+--+--11---11--1 

OSCILLAlOR•GRID 11123 VOLTS 

£ fD8,3 VOLTS 
PLATE VOL TS" 2$0 

CURVE: I 
GRID Ni'i"voLTS ,a:,-6 
SCR££N VOL TS= ISO 

CURVE 2 
GRID NSIVOLTsc-3 
SCREEN VOLTS=IOD 
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92C-444$ 

CURVE I 
GRID N23 VOLTSC-1$ 
SCR£EN VOL TS cl$0 
OSC.VOLTS;:1& PE:AK 
~ 

GRID N23 VOLTS.::::-10 
SCREEN VOLTS:::100 
OSC,VOLTS:12 PEAK 

SODE-+--+--+--+--+---+--+---~ 

!'.? ... 
400~ -+--+---+--1--+---+-ll--l-ll 

< 
:!i :;, 

300 5 8 -+--+---+---+--+-+-++1-4 
z:z: 
o:::l 
VO 

a: 
200ZV 

~j 

100 ;-1--+--+--+---+-+~#-r 
z 
0 
V 

0 



RCA-6N7 

CLASS B TWIN TRIODE 
The 6N7 is an All-Metal tube 

containing in one envelope two high, 
mu triodes designed for Class B 
operation. The triode units have 
separate external terminals for all 

C.Tz GTJ 

PT2 Pil 
6 

H H 

8 
S KEY K 

electrodes except the cathodes and heaters. The 6N7 may also be used as a Claaa 
A1 amplifier (with triode units connected in parallel) to drive a single 6N7 as a 
Class B amplier in the output stage. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATBR VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) ... . . .......... 6.3 Volts 
HEATER C URRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.8 Ampere 
BASE ... . ....... . . . ...•.......................... Small Wafer Octal 8-Pin 

As Class B Power Amplifier 

PLATE V OLTAGE ........ . . . .. . ........... .. . .. . 
PEAK PLATE C URRENT (Per Plate) ...... . ........ . 
AVERAGE PLATE DISSIPATION .....•. . .......... .. . 
TYPICAL OPERATION 

Plate Voltage ........ .. ......... . .. . . 
Grid Voltage .... . . . ....... . ........ . 
Zero-Signal Plate Current (Per Plate) . ... . 
EITective Load Resistance (Plate•to•plate) . 
Power Output (Approximate)• .. . . ..... . 

250 
0 

14 
8000 

8 

As Driver-Class A1 Amplifier 

300 max. 
125' max. 

10 max. 

300 
0 

17.S' 
10000 

10 

(Doth grids connected together at socket: likewise both platca.) 

PLATE VOLTAGEt ........ .. .... . . . .... . . 
GRJD VOLTAGE .......... . . . ... . ...... . . 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR .......... .. .... . 
PLATE R ESISTANCE ......... . . .... . .... . 
T RANSCONDUCTANCE ............... ... . . 
P LATE CURRENT ... . . . ..... . ... . . •... .. 

250 
-5 
35 

11300 
3100 

6 
• \Vith average input of 3 50 milliwatts applied bct,.vecn &rids. 
t M aximum plate voltage = JOO volt, . 

INSTALLATION 

Refer to I NSTALLATION on the type 6A6. 

APPLICATION 

294 
-6 
35 

I 1000 
3200 

7 

Volts 
Milliamperes 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 
Watts 

V olts 
Volts 

Ohms 
Micrornhos 
Milliamperes 

A s a Class B power ampli fier, the 6N7 is ·used in circuits similar in design to 
t hose utilizing individual tubes in the output stage. It requires no grid-bias, since 
the high-mu feature of the triode u nits reduces the steady plate current at zero bias 
to a relatively low value. R efer to page 20 fo r general Class B amplifier design 
considerations. 

Two 6N7"s can be operated in a Class B output stage with the two triode units 
of each 6N7 connected in parallel to give a power outpu t of 20 watts, approximate, 
u nder conditions of 300 volts on the plates and of a 5000-ohm plate•to-plate load. 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 
---- ·------~ ---·-- -

As a Oass A1 amplifier triode, the 6N7 may be employed in the driver stage of 
Class B amplifier circuits, and thus reduce the number of tube types necessary in a 
receiver. When operated in this way with a plate supply of 300 volts and corre• 
sponding grid-bias, the 6N7 is capable of supplying a power output upwards of 400 
milliwatts. The load into which the driver works will depend largely on the desip 
factors of the Class B amplifier. In general, however, the load wjll be between 
20000 and 40000 ohms. The d,c resistance in the grid circuit of the 6N7, when 
operated as a Class A amplifier, may be as high as OS megohm with self bias. 
With fixed bias, however, the resistance should not exceed 0.1 megohm. Typical 
operating values as a resistance-coupled amplifier are given in the Resistance•Coupled 
Amplifier Section. 

. Among other and less conventional applications of the 6N7 :ire its use as ~ 1) 
biased detector and one•stage a,f amplifier, ( 2) two•stage a•f amplifier, ( 3) amplmer 
and phase-inverter to supply resistance-coupled, push•pull output tubes, ( 4) two-tube 
oscillator, and ( 5) oscillator and amplifier. 

Additional curves are given under types 6A6 and 5 3. 

OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 

TYPES:6A6,6N7,53 

TYPE 6Q7 
E4 =6.3 VOLTS 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
TRIODE SECTION 

3.0t---t---t---t---~-~-~-1----<1---1---1---'--'--'----J 

92C-4!>22RI 
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RCA-6Q7 

HIGH-MU TRIODE 
DUPLEX-DIODE 

The 6Q7 is a n All-Metal t ube 
consisting of two diodes and a high· 
mu triode in one envelope. It is for 
use as a combined detector, amplifier, 
and automatic-volume•control tube in 

radio receivers designed fo r its characteristics. Po, diode-detector considerations, 
refer to page 26. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

H u,TllR VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............. . . 6.3 
H EATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 
GRID•PLAT!l CAPACITANCE* . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.5 
G1uo,CATHODE CAPACITANCE* . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.5 
PLATE-CATHODE CAPACITANCE* . . .. .. ........... , 5 
CAP .................................. . ......... . 
BASE ............................• ... ........... . Small 

Triode Unit-As Class A Amplifier 

Volts 
A mpere 
µµf 
µµ f 
µµf 

Miniature 
Wafer Octal 7-Pio 

PLATE VOLTAGE ................. . ..... . 
GRJD VOLTAGE ........ . ...... . ........ . 

100 
-1.5 

70 
87500 

800 
0.35 

250 max. 
-3 

Volts 
V olts 

AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . . . . .•.... .... . .. 
PLATE RESISTANCE ....... . ... . . . . ... . . . 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ... . . .... . ... ...... . 
PLATE CURRENT . . ...... . ............. . 

• With ,hell connected to cathode. 

Diode Units 

70 
58000 

1200 
1.1 

Ohms 
Micromhos 
Milliampere& 

The two diode plates are placed around a cathode, the sleeve of which is 
common to the triode unit. Each diode plate has its own base pin. Operation 
curves for the diode units are given under type 6B7. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 6Q7 fit the standard octal socket which may be installed 
to hold the tube in any posit1<·n. Heater and cathode considerations are the same 
as for the 6A8. 

The 6Q7 is, in many respects, similar to the 75 except that it has a lower 
amplification factor which permits of handling somewhat larger input driving voltage 
without overloading. The triode unit is recommended for use only in resistance, 
coupled circuits. Typical recommended operating conditions are given in the 
Resistance-Coupled Amplifier Section . 

Grid bias for the triode unit of the 6Q7 may be obtained from a fixed source, 
such as a fixed-voltage tap on the d•c power supply or from a cathode-bias resistor. 
It should not be obtained by the diode-biasing method because of the probability 
of plate-current cut-off, even with relatively small signal voltages applied to the 
d iode circuit. 

A family of plate characteristic curves is given on the preceding page. 
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RCA-6R7 

DUPLEX-DIODE TRIODE 

The 6R7 is an All-Metal tube 
consisting of two diodes and a triode 
in a single envelope. It is for use 
as a combined detector, amplifier, 
and automatic,volume•control tube in 

H 

radio receivers designed for its characteristics. For diode-detector 
ref er to page 26. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

H 

consideratiom, 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)... . ........... 6.3 Volts 
HEATER CuRRl!NT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 A mpere 
GRm-Purn CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.5 µµf 
GRID-CATHODE CAPACITA:-ice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.5 µµf 
PLATE•CATliODE CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.0 µµ[ 
CAP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miniature 
BASE .. ........•..... ... ..... .... . ...• ........... Small Wafer Octal 7-Pin 

Triode Unit-As Class A Amplifier 

PLAT!! VOLTAGE ...................... . .. ..... . 
GRID VOLTAGE .... ............ . .............. . 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . . ............... . ..... . 
PLATE RESISTANCE ............... .... . .. .. ... . 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE .......................... . 
PLATE CURRENT .......................... . .. . 
LOAD RESISTANCE ...... .. ...... . . ... . . ....... . 
UND1s·1 ORTED POWER OUTPUT .. .. .. . ..... . ..... . 

Diode Units 

250 max. 
-9 
16 

8500 
1900 

9.5 
10000 

280 

Volts 
Volts 

Ohms 
Micromhoa 
Milliamperea 
Ohms 
Milliwatts 

The two diode plates are placed around a cathode, the sleeve of which ie 
common to the t riode unit. E ach diode plate has its own base pin. Operation 
.curves for the diode units are given under type 6B7. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The b3se pins of the 6R 7 fit the standard octal socket which may be installed 
to hold the tuhe 1ll any position. H eater and cathode considerations arc the same 
as those for type 6 A 8. 

As a cransfom1cr-couplcd amplifier, the t riode unit of the 6R 7 may be 
~mployed in conventional circuit arrangement.:;. Operating conditions are ehowo 
unJer CHARACTERJSTJCS. 

A s a resistance-coupled amplifier, the triode u nit may be used under conditions 
given in the Resistance-Coupled Amplifier Section. 

G rid bias for the triode unit of the 6R 7 may be obtained from a fixed source, 
such as a fixed-voltage tap on the d-c power supply or from a cathode-bias resistor. 
lt should not be obtaine<l by t he d iode-biasing method because of the p robability 
of plate-current cut-off, even with relatively small signal voltages applied to the 
diode circuit. 

A family of plate characteristic curves is given on page 98. 
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RCA-6X5 

FULL-WAVE RECTIFIER 
The 6X5 is a full,wave, high, 

vacuum rectifier of the All,Metal 
type. It is intended for use in 
automobile-radio receivers or in a,c 
operated receivers designed for its 
characteristics. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............ . .. 6.3 Volts 
HEATER CuRRllNT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.6 Ampere 
.A,C PLATE VOLTAGE Pen PLAT!l (RMS).. .. . . .... 350 ma,c. Volts 
PEAK l NVERS!l VOLTAG!l.. .. . ................... 1250 ma,c. Volts 
D,C OUTPUT CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 ma,c. Milliamperes 
BASE ..... . ........ . ................... . ........ . Small Wafer Octal 6-Pin 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 6X 5 fit the standard 
octal socket which may be installed to hold the 
tube in any position. 

The heater should be operated at 6.3 volts. 
Under no condition should the heater voltage ever 
fluctuate so that it exceeds 7. 5 volts. The d,c 
potential between heater and cathode should be 
limited to 400 volts. 

APPLICATION 

As a full-wave rectifier, the 6X5 may be 
operated with condenser-input or choke-input filter 
under conditions not to exceed the ratings given 
under CHARACTERISTICS. For discussion of 
rectifiers and filter circuits, refer to page 24 and 
37, respectively. 
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RCA-10 

POWER AMPLIFIER 
OSCILLATOR 

The 10 is a three-electrode, high, 
vacuum tube suitable for use as an 
audio-frequency amplifier in equip· 
ment designed for its characteristics. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

.FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............ 7.5 
FILAMENT CURRENT . . • . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.25 
PLATE VOLTAGE . . • . • • . . • . . . . . 250 350 421 max. 
GRID VOLTAGE* . . • . . • • • . • . . • . -235 -32 -40 
PLATE CURRENT • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 16 18 
PLATE RESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . 6000 5150 moo 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . . . . . . . . 8 8 8 

·~]° 
~ f" F 

Volts 
Amperee 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliampere. 
Ohms 

TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . . • . . . . 1330 1 HO 1600 Micromhoa 
LOAD RESISTANCE . • . . . . . . • . . . . 13000 11000 10200 Ohms 
SELP•BIAs RESISTOR • . • . . • • • • . . 23"0 2000 2220 Ohms 
UNDISTORTED POWER OUTPUT... 0.4 0.9 1.6 Watts 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • • . 7 µµf 
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . • . . • . • • . . . 4 µµf 
PLATE•FILAMENT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . 3 µµf 
BULB ...••..•....................•..••• ~ • . . . . . . . . . . S-17 
BASE .......•.......•......•.•.••.•••.•.•.•.••.•..• Medium 4• Pin Bayonet 

• Grid voltages are given with respect to the mid•point of filament operated on a. c. If d. c. fl 
used, each stated value of grid voltage should be decreased by S .0 volts and should be referred to th6 
negative end of the filament. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 10 fit the standard four-contact socket which should be 
installed to hold the tube in a vertical position with the base down. The filament 
of this type is usually operated on a•c, see page 33. As an audio power amplifier, 
the 10 should be operated under conditions as given under CHARACTERISTICS. 

AVERAGE PLAlE CHARACTERISTICS 
!'>O 

40 

Ill .... 
a: 
le 30 
} 
:1 
i 

~20 

rt 
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RCA-I I I RCA-12 

DETECTOR, AMPLIFIER 

RCA•ll 

The 11 and 12 are three•electrodc 
tubes for use as detector and amplifier 
in dry•cell operated receivers d,c;igned 
for their characteristics. Their f"lec• 
trical characteristics are identical. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.) ••••••••••••••••••••• 
FILAMENT CURRENT ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
PLATE VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 90 
GRID VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • -4.5 
PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2.5' 
PLATE RESISTANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 15500 
AMPLIPICATIQN FACTOR • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • 6.6 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE • , •••• , ••••••• , , • • • • 425' 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE •••••••••••••••••••••• 
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ••••••••••••••••••• 
,J?LATE•FILAMENT CAPACITANCB •••••.........•... 

BULB 

RCA,11 

T,8 

RCA,12 

T,10 

1.1 
0,2,. 
13' max. 

-10.S' 
3 

15000 
6.6 

440 
3.3 
2.5' 
2,,. 

·~· 
~ f F 

RCA,12 

BASE WD,4,Pin Med. 4•Pin Bayonet 

These two type, are wed princi• 
pally for renewal purpo,e,. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 

TYPE 6R7 
E 1=6,3 VOLTS 

101---+-
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F+ . C. 

RCA,11 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts . 
Milliampere11 
Ohms 

Micromhoe 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 

RCA,12 
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rr-u1 RCA-1223 

~ 1 
,: :; HALF-WAVE RECTIFIER 

·; rl 

., The 12Z3 is a half•wave, high, 
vacuum rectifier of the heater•cathode 
type for use in suitable circuits de• 
signed to supply d•c power from an 
a•c power line. It is intended for 

W 
p~ 

2 3 

I 4 
l;I · H 

use in .. transformerless.. receivers of the .. universal.. (a.c.•d.c.) type. The 
adaptability of the 12Z3 to such receivers is facilitated by the heater design which 
permits of convenient series operation with other tube types. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 12.6 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.3 
A·C PLATE VOLTAGE (RMS).................... 25'0 max. 
PBAK INVERSE VOLTAGE........................ 700 max. 
D•C OUTPUT CURRENT. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 60 max. 
BULB •••••••••••••••••..•••.•..••••••••••••••••••••• 
BASE •.••••••••.•.••••.•...•.•.•....•........•••••.. 

INSTALLATION 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperea 

ST-12 
Small +Pin 

The base pins of the l 2Z3 fit the standard four•contact socket which may be 
q installed to hold the tube in any position. Sufficient ventilation should be provided 

to circulate air freely around the tube to prevent overheating. 

Q 

The 12.6•volt heater of the 12Z3 is designed to operate under the normal 
conditions of line•voltage variation without materially affecting the performance or 
serviceability of this tube. For operation of the 12Z3 in series with the heaters 
of other types having 0.3 ampere rating, the current in the heater circuit should be 
adjusted to 0.3 ampere for the normal supply voltage. The d•c potential difference 
between heater and cathode should be limited to 3 S' 0 volts. 

APPLICATION 

As a half-wave rectifier, the l 2Z3 is particu• 
larly useful in .. transformerless" receivers of the 
••universal.. type. Conditions for this service are 
given under CHARACTERISTICS. 

A filter of the condenser•input type is recom· 
mended for use with this tube in order to obtain 
a d•c output voltage as high as possible. A large 
input capacitance in the order of 16 µf is desirable. 
Typical output curves for several values of input 
condensers are shown in the accompanying diagram. 
As a supplement to the curves with an a•c input 
voltage, a dashed curve is included to show the 
output when the receiver is operated from a d•c 
power line. 
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OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS. 

TYPE 12Z3 
Et=l2.8 vet.TS 

TYPC IZZ3 

~+'"" ~ l "" 9 ?- ,-
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RCA-15 

R-F AMPLIFIER PENTODE 
The 15 is a heater,cathode pentode 

of the 2.0•volt type for use in bat, 
tery•operated receivers that require a 
separate cathode connection. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HBATBll VOLTAGB (D. C.)....................... 2.0 
liEATBR CUllllBNT • • • • • . . . . . . . . . • . • • . • • • • • • . . . . 0.22 
PLATB VoLTAGB • • • • • • • • . . . . . . • . • • • • • • . • 67.5 lH max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 

ScllBBN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2)........... 67.5 67.'; max. Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliampere 
Megohm 

GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1).............. -U -U 
PLATE CUllllENT • • • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • • 1.8'; 1.8'; 
5cRBBN CURRENT ..•...•••....... , •.• , • 0.3 0.3 
PLATB RBSISTANCB • • . . . . • • . . . . • . • • • • • . . 0.63 0.8 
.AMPLIFICATION FACTOR : ..... , , •..••• , • • 4';0 600 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ..•.•.••.....••••••. 710 7';0 
GRID,PLATB CAPACITANCB (With sh1eld,i;an)....... 0.01 
INPUT CAPACITANCE • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • • • • . • . . . 2.H 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE ....... , , , ... , , • , . • . • . • . . 7.80 
BULB •.....•........................................ 

CAP················································ 
BABB .............................................•. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Micromhoa 
ppf 
ppf 
p.pf 

ST,12 
Small Metal 
Small f,Pin 

The base pins of the 1; fit the standard five,pin socket which may be installed 
to hold the tube in any position. 

The potential difference between heater and cathode should be kept as low u 
possible. In no event should it exceed 22.,; volts. 

The APPLICATION of the 15 . is similar to that of type 3 2. The heater
cathode construction permits operation where a separate cathode connection ia 
required. 

2 

I 

AVERAGE PLATE C.HARAClERISTICS 
I I I I 

TYPE IS 
1-- E -f a 2 .O VOL 1 S 

SCREEN VOLTS ::&1,S 

CONTROL-GRID VOLTS Ec1=0 

/.,,,-, -1-

.,,.,-- -· .. 
/ -- --. ---- --· -- --
/ -
~ 

_. 

,oo 200 
PLAT[ VOLTS 

-100-

JOO 

-2 

-3 

Eci=-4 

-~ 
-6 

400 
92C•4662 
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RCA-19 
GT2 GT1 

CLASS B TWIN AMPLIFIER PT2 Pr1 

6 

f"+ F"-

The 19 combines in one bulb two 
high,mu triodes designed for Class B 
operation. It is intended for use in 
the output stage of battery-operated 
receivers and is capable of supplying 

approximately 2 watts of audio power. The triode uni~s ~ave s~par~te. e~emal 
terminals for all electrodes except the filaments, so that orcwt design 1s Similar to 
that of Class B amplifiers utilizing individual tubes in the output stage. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.)..................... 2.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • . • • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • • . • • • . . • . 0.26 
BULB •..............•.•.•..•••.•...................• 
BASE •............•..•..••••.•.•....••........••.... 

As Class B Power Amplifier 

Volta 
Ampere 

ST,12 
Small 6•Pin 

PLATE VOLTAGE ......••...........•..•..••...• 
MAXIMUM SIGNAL PLATE CURRENT (Per plate) ..•.• 

lH max. 
50max. 

Volta 
Milliamperes 

TYPICAL OPERATION 
Plate Voltage .................. . 
Grid Voltage •...••...•••...... 
Zero-Signal Plate Current (Per plate) 
Effective Load Resistance 

13 5' 
-6 
05 

135 
-3 

2 

( Plate•to,plate) • • . • • • • . . • . . . . . 10000 10000 10000 
Average Power Input (Approx.)*.. 95 130 170 
Power Output (Approximate)..... 1.6 1.9 2.1 

• Applied between grid, to give indicated values of power output. 

INSTALLATION 

Volta 
Volts 
Milliamperet1 

Ohms 
Milliwatts 
Watts 

The base pins of the 19 fit the standard six-contact socket. The socket should 
be installed to hold the tube in a vertical position. In same cases, cushioning of the 
socket may be found desirable. 

For filament operation, refer to INSTALLATION for type 1A6. 

APPLICATION 

As a Cass B power amplifier in the output stage of battery-operated receivere, 
the 19 should be operated as shown under CHARACTERISTICS. In such service, 
it may be operated either with zero grid bias or with negative grid bias. The latter 
method may be of advantage in cases where plate-battery drain must be conserved, 
even at some sacrifice in power output. 

The type of driver tube chosen to precede the 19 should be capable of 
handling enough power to operate the Class B amplifier stage. Allowance should 
be made for transformer efficiency. It is most important, if low distortion is desired, 
that the driver tube be worked well below its Class A undistorted output rating, 
since distortion produced by the driver stage and the power stage will be present in 
the output. A discussion of Class B amplifier features is given on page 20. 
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RCA-20 

POWER AMPLIFIER 
The 20 is a power ampli fier triod e 

for use in d ry-battery operated re• 
ceivers em ploying 3.3•voll fi lament 
tubes. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

P~G 

~ • • 

F1L1UIE1'T VOLTAGE (D.C.) ..... . ......... . . ..... 3.0• 3.3 
FILAMENT CURRENT . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . . . . . • 0 .1 25•0.132 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts PLAT!! V OLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 90 135 max. 

GRID VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . - 16.5 -22.5 
PLATE CURRENT .... . • •..........• , . .. , 3 6.5 
PLAT!! RESISTANCE ...•. . . . , . . . , . . . . . . . . 8000 6300 
AMPL!FICATION FACTOR .. . . . ...... . . , . . . 3.3 3.3 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE .......... . , , . • . . . . . 4 15 525 
LOAD RESISTANCE ....... . . , , . . . . . . . . . . . 9600 6500 
UNDISTORTED POWER OUTPUT.......... . . 45 110 
GRID•PLATE CAPACITANCE • . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.1 
GRID•FILAMENT CAPACITANCE .. , . , . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.0 
PLATE•PILAMENT CAPACITANCE • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.3 
BULB . ... . .. . ...... . ...... • . • •...................... 
BASE •• . • • . ... . ..... . . ...... . •... ... .. . .. . ....... . . . 

'T'his type is used principally for renewal purposes. 

l 

- - - o0O0o-

RCA- 22 

SCREEN-GRID RADIO
FREQUENCY AMPLIFIER 
The 22 is a screen grid tube de, 

signed particularl y for radio-frequency 
amplificatio n in dry•battery·operated 
receivers employing 3.3·volt filament 
tubes. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

PILAMENT VOLTAGE ( D . C .)... . ................. 3.3 
FILAMENT CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 . 13 2 

V olts 
Milliamperu 
Ohms 

M icromhos 
Ohms 
Milliwatta 
µµf 
µµf 
pµf 
T-8 

Small 4•Pin 

m
G i Gz 

2 3 

I 4 
F+ f· 

PLATE VOLTAGE .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . . . 135 13 5 max. 

Volts 
.Ampere 
V o lts 

SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) ... ..... . . . 45* 67.5t max. 
GRID V oLTAGI! {Grid No. 1). . . ..... . .. . .. -1.5 -1.5 

Volts 

PLATE CURRl!NT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.7 3.7 
SCREEN CURRENT ( Maximum). . . . . . . . . . . . 0.6 1.3 
PLATE RESISTANCE . . .. . ..... . .... ... . . . 725000 325000 
AMPL!FICATION FACTOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270 160 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 375 500 

Volts 
Milliampere, 
Milliampt.ra 
Ohms 

GRID-PLAT!! CAPACITANCE (With shield-can ). . . . . . . 0.02 max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.0 

Micromhoc 
µµ( 

OUTPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
BULB .... ... . . ..... .. .... ... . . • . ..... .. .... . • . ... . .. 
CAP ... .. . ... ....... ... ... . ........ . ... ... . .. .... . . . 
BASE .. ... . . .. . . .... ......... .. .... . ........ . . .. . . . . 

µµ( 
µµf 

ST,14 
Small Metal 

Medium 4-Pin 
• Maximum value of grid r~istor is 5 .0 megohms. t Maximum value of grid ruiator 11 1.0 mc1oh.m. 

'T'lzis type is used principally for renewal purposes. 
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RCA-24-A 

SCREEN-GRID RADIO
FREQUENCY AMPLIFIER 
The 24,A is a screen-grid amplifier 

tube of the heater-cathode type for 
use primarily as a radio-frequency 
amplifier in a-c receivers. The 24-A 
may also be used as a screen-grid 
detector or audio amplifier. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 2.5 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75' 
PLATE VoLTAGE* • • • • • . . . . • . • . . . . • • . . . . • 1so 2rn 

Volts 
Amperes 
Volts 

8cREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2)........... 90 max. 90 max. Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Megohm 

GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1).............. -3 -3 
PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • . • • • . . . • • . • . . . . . • 4 4 
SCREEN CURRENT (Maximum)............ 1.7 1.7 
PLATE RESISTANCE • • • • • • • . . • • . • • • • • . . . • 0.4 0.6 
AMPLIPICATION FACTOR. • . • . . • • • • • • • . . . . . 400 630 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •••••••••••••••••••• 1000 105'0 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can)....... 0.007 max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE • . . . . . . • • • . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . 5'.3 

Micromhos 
µp.f 
µµf 

OUTPUT CAPACITANCE • • . . . . . . • • • • . . . • • . . . . . . • . 10. 5' 
BULB ••••••••.••••••••••...••••••••••••..•.......... 
CAP ••.••••.••••••••••.•••••••••....•......•.•...... 
BASE •••.•.•..••••..•.•••.••••••..•......•....••.... 

0 Maximum plate voltage = 27S volts. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

µµf 
ST,14 

Small Metal 
Medium 5'•Pin 

The base /ins of the 24•A fit the standard five•contact socket. The socket 
may be installe to hold the tube in any position. For heater operation and cathode 
connection, refer to type 2A5'. The screen voltage for the 24•A may be obtained 
from a fixed or variable tap on a voltage divider across the high•voltage supply, 
or across a portion of the supply. Complete shielding in all stages of the circuit 
is necessary if maximum gain per stage is to be obtained. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
I I 

TYPE 24·A 
E,f'=2.!I VOLTS 

..,SCREEN VOLTS"90 

0 
A 

i,...,VAL 
~~tE-1-+ OL-c.l' ID VOL l3 Ec1 l~ UNST C.ON"I' 

II 
. -~ 

/' 
~ - -•-~ 

Jr -l 
lb 

>< 7 I,,,,,. 
V lb 

-4.~ 

r-,::: ~') , .. , .. -6 

-- 1c2 -3 
A 

0 110 180 240 320 400 480 (>60 
PLATE VOL"l'S 92C-!H6R3 
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RCA-25A6 

POWER-AMPLIFIER 
PENTODE 

, uch applications, 

The 25A6 is a power-amplifier 
pentode of the All-Metal type for 
use in the output stage of radio 
receivers, especially those of the .. d,c 
power line" or "universal .. type . In 

the 2 5 A6 is capable of handling relatively large audio power. 

CHA RACTERISTICS 

H EATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) . . ..... . .... ... 25 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 
P LATE VOLTAGE .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . 95 135 180 max. 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2).. ... 95 135 13 5 max. 
G RID VOLTAGE (Grid No. I)... ..... -15 -20 -20 
PLATE CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 37 38 
SCREEN CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 8 7. 5 
PLATE R ESISTANCE (Approximate) ... 45000 35000 40000 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR (Approx.)... 90 85 100 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2000 2450 2500 
LOAD R ESISTANCI: .... . .. . . . . . . . , . 4500 4000 5000 
SELF-BIAS RESISTOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 625 440 440 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
V olts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micrombos 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watts POWER OUTPUT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.9'~ 2t 2.75t 

BASE . ...... . ..... ...... .... ..... . .............. . Small Wafer Octal ?•Pin 
" 11 o/c; tota l harmonic d1storuun. 
~ Qo/,: total h;nmonic diuortion. 

t IO% total harmonic distortion. 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 25A6 fit the standard octal socket which may be installed 
to hold the tube in any position. 

The 2 5•volt heater of the 2 5A6 is designed to operate under the normal 
conditions of line-voltage va riation without materially affecting the performance or 
~erviceability of this tube. For operation of the 2 5 A6 in series with the heaters of 
other types having 0.3•ampcre rating, the current in the heater circuit should be 
adjusted to 0.3 ampere for the normal supply voltage. 

In a series-heater circuit of the " d,c power line" type employing several 
0.3-ampere (6.3•volt ) types and one or two 25A6's, the heaters of th e 25A6's 
should be placed on the positive side of the line. Under these conditions, heater· 
cathode voltage of the 25A6 must not exceed Lhe value given under cathode. 
ln a series-heater circuit of the "universal" type employing rectifier tube 2 5Z6, one 
or two 25A6's, and several 0.3·ampcre (6.3-volt) types, it is recommended that the 
heater(s) of the 25A6('s) be placed in the circuit so that the higher values of 
heater-cathode bias will be impressed on the 25A6('s) rather than on the 6.3-volt 
types. This is accomplished by arranging the 25A6('s) on the side of the supply 
line which is connected to the cathode of the rectifier, i.e., the positive terminal of 
the rectified voltage supply. Between this side of the line and the 25A6{'s) ; any 
necessary auxiliary resistance and the heater of the 2 5Z6 are connecLed in series. 

The cathode circuit in "d·c power line" or " universal" receivers is tied in 
either directly or through biasing resistors to the negative side of the d·c plate 
supply which is furnished either by the d•c power line or by the a•c line by mean6 
of a rectifier. The potential difference thus introduced between heater and cathode 
of the 25A6 should not exceed 90 volts d.c., as measured between the neg;itive 
heater terminal and the cathode. 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

APPLICATION 

As a power amplifier (Class A), the 2S'A6 is recommended for use either sing11. 
or in push,pull combination in the power output stages of .. d,c power line• 
and .. universal" receivers. Recommended operating conditions are given under • 
CHARACTERISTICS. 

The self ,bias resistor should be shunted by a suitable filter network to avoid 
degenerative effects at low audio frequencies. The use of two 25A6's in push,pull 
eliminates the necessity for shunting the resistor. The self,bias resistor for two 
2~A6's in the same stage is approximately one-half the value given for single-tube 
operation. 

The total d,c resistance· in the grid circuit should not exceed 0. 5 megohm with 
11elf,bias; or 0.5' megohm for the 95,volt condition and S'O000 ohms for the 135,volt 
and 180,volt conditions with fixed bias. 

An additional plate family for this type is shown under type 43. 
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I I I I 
TYPE 25A6 
C: f = 2!> VOLTS 

80 
.~/ I SCRC:EN VOLTS :-13!, 

.,.'!> - I 1-'I 
V I ... ~ ·, ~ 

60 f ~~o 
-10 _,__ 

k-"-

II I/~ ~"' Ee'..:.:'! ... ~('" 

40 'J i,....--~ 
~o~~"4fs / -20 

/1 
1,1" '-, -....... 
~ i--- I",... -2!1 

" I/ 
,... 

' 
r-,...._-~RIO VOLTJ tc1=-lO - I'-... .......... - CONTROL 

20 

I~ " r---..... - - ....... 

" ,.... -
:;,..,--

0 100 1!10 200 2!10 JOO 

"' .., 
a: 

~ 
::Ii 
• 
J 100 
.J 

i 
~ 
• J 
L 

!>O 

0 

PLATE VOL TS 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
I I I 

TYPE 25L6 
C:-f :-2!, VOLTS 

- SCREEN VOLTS =110 

tcr•O -- i----
-------V -2.s 

' ~ --
Iv i.-- I 
J 

CONfROL•GAIO VOLTS Ecrs-& 

( ~ ~ - JT.& .,.,--

t- i.--i---- L,o i.--
I -- c1i:-12.& 

1,_ IS 
1r 

&O 100 1&0 200 2!>0 
PLATE VOLTS 

-106-

-3!> 

-40_ 

J!>O 400 
92C-4!>!>9 

92C-46114RI 

b 

,. 



,: 

... 

t"·l 
x l ., . " 
~ .r . -

RCA-25L6 

BEAM POWER AMPLIFIER 
~Pf i 

l-
.l The 25L6 is a power-amplifier tube 

~ L 
of the All-Metal type for use in the 
output stage of " transformerless" 

,!ij6MAx. ( a.c.•d.c.) radio receivers, especially 
those designed to have ample reserve 

of power•delivering ability. The new tube provides high power output at the 
relatively low plate and screen voltages available for transformerless rccei~ers. The 
high power output is obtained with high power sensitivity and high efficiency. 

These distinctive features have been made possible by the application of 
directed·electron•beam principles in the design of the 2 5L6. The design is si~ar 
to that of the RCA-6L6 with the difference that t he 25L6 is intended for operation 
in a.c.•d .c. receive rs. 

TENTATIVE CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE ( A. C. or D. C. ) . ....... ..... . . 25.0 Volts 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 A mpere 
BASE . ..... ..........•.......... .... .... . . . .•.... Small Wafer Octal ?•Pin 

As Single-Tube Class A1 Amplifier 

PLATE VOLTAGE ................... .... . 110 110 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2 ) .. . .. ... . . . 
GRID VOLTAGE ( Grid No. 1) . .. .. .. ...... . 
PEAK A·P GRID VOLTAGE ....... .. .. .... . . 

110 110 
-7.5 - 7.5 

7.5 7.5 
ZERO•SIGNAL PLATE CURRENT . .. . . . . . . .. . . 49 49 
MAx.•SIGNAL PLATE CURRENT . ....... . .. . . 54 50 
Z ERO-SIGNAL SCREEN CURRENT ......... . . . 4 4 
MAX.•SIGNAL SCREEN CURRENT ......... .. . 9 11 
P LATE RESISTANCE (Approx.) .. . .. • . .. . .. . 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE .............. .. ... . 

10000 10000 
8200 8200 

LOAD RESISTANCE .... .... . ... •... . 1500 2000 
D ISTORTION: 

T otal Harmonic ............... .. . .. . . 11 10 
Second Harmonic ..... ...... ... . .... . . 10 3.5 
Third Harmonic ...... . .. ..... . . . .... . 4 8.5 

POWER O UTPUT .. ...... ......... . ..•.•. 2.1 2.2 

INSTA LLATION 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperea 
Milliampere, 
Milliampere. 
Milliampere, 
Ohms 
Micromhos 
Ohms 

P er cent 
Per Cent 
Per cent 
W atts 

The base pins o f the 2 5L6 fit the standard octal -base socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. For hemer operation and cath ode 
connection. refer to type 2 SA6. 

APPLICATIO N 

The 25L6 should be operated as shown under CHARACTERISTICS. The 
values have been determined on the basis that grid current docs no t flow durinJ 
any part of the input cycle. The type of input coupling used should not introduce 
too much resistance in the grid circuit. Transformer• or impedance-coupling device, 
are recommended. When the grid circuit has a d·c resistance not higher than 0.1 
megohm, fi xed bias may be used; for higher values, self-bias is required. With 
self-bias, the grid circuit may have a d·c resistance as high as, but not greater than 
0.5 megoh m. A fami ly of plate characteristic curves is given on the preceding page 
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RCA-2525 

RECTIFIER-DOUBLER 
The 2 5'ZS' is a full,wave, high• 

vacuum rectifier of the heater-cathode 
type for use in suitable circuiu 
designed to supply d,c poy.,er from 
an a,c power line. This tube is well 

suited for .. transformerless .. receivers of either the .. urtiversal (a.c.,d.c.) .. type or 
the ••a,c operated" type. In ••universal .. receivers, the 25'Z5' may be used as a 
half,wave rectifier, while in the .. a,c operated .. type, it may be used as a voltage 
doubler to provide about twice the d•c output voltage obtainable from the half,wave 
arrangement. This two,fold application is made possible by the use of a separate 
base pin for each of the two cathodes. For voltage-doubler considerations, sec 
page 25'. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER. VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 25' 
HEATER CURRENT • • . . • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 
BULB •••••• ••.••••••••••............................ 

BASE ••.....•••••••............•.................... 

As Voltage Doubler 

A·C PLATE VOLTAGE PER PLATE (RMS) ......... . 
PEAK. PLATE CUR.RENT ......................... . 
D,C OUTPUT CURRENT ........................ . 

As Half-Wave Rectifier 

IHmax. 
5'00 max. 
100 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 

ST,12 
Small 6,Pin 

VcPlt:
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 

A,C PLATE VOLTAGE PER PLATE (RMS)... 125' max. 250* max. Volts 
PEAK PLATE CURRENT (per plate).......... 500 max. 5'00 max. Milliampere" 
D,C OUTPUT CURRENT (per plate)......... 85' 85' max. Milliampere1-

• On a•c input voltage above 12S volts, it is ncccasary to connect a 100 ohm resistor in aeriea 
with each plate lead. or a 100 ohm resistor common to both plates (giving ,omewhar rnorer rel(l1la
uon) mav h,, uaed 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base p10s of the 25'Z5' fit the standard six•contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. The bulb of this tube will become 
quite hot under certain cor.ditions of operation. Sufficient ventilation should be 

0 

b 

provided to circulate air freely around the tube to prevent overheating. For heater , 
operation, filter considerations, and APPLICATION, refer to type 25'Z6. 

Operation curves and circuits are given on the following page. 
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R C A R E C E V 

OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 
HAL.F'-WAVE RECTIF"IER 
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OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 
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OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 
VOLT AGE DOUBLER 

T
1
YPE25Z5 

.-Ef=25 VOLTS 
I I I 
SEE CIRCUIT -

BELOW 

- ~~ 
~ ~( ,..A ,"-~ ~ Vo,~ 

'\ .... i'-,._ -.....;:: 'GJ.J, 
'rt!µ., 

:\.. 81, 

~~ .... 

0 . 40 80 120 

3 20~ 
..J 
j;: 

0 

240: 

i 
~ 

I 
.. 

60 < 
ell 
!:j 
g 

80 V 
0 

D-C LOAD MILLIAMPERES 
92C-5241 

OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 
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RCA-2526 

RECTI Fl ER-DOUBLER 
The 2526 is a full-wave, high

vacuum rectifier of the beater-cathode 
type for use in suitable circuits 
designed to supply d-c power from 
an a-c power line. This tube is well 

suited for "transformerless" receivers of either the "universal ( a.c.-d.c.)" type or 
the "a-c operated" type. In "universal" receivers, the 2526 may be used as a 
half-wave rectifier, while in the " a,c operated" type, it may be used as a voltage 
doubler to provide about twice the d-c output voltage obtainable from the half-wave 
arrangement. For voltage-doubler considerations, see page 25. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D . C.)...... .. .... . . . 25 Volts 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 0.3 Ampere 
BASE . . . .. . ..... . . . ......... . ... . .. . . . ...• . ... . .. Small Wafer Octal 7-Pin 

As Voltage Doubler 

A-C P LATE VOLTAGE PER PLATE (RMS) .. ... . . .. . 
PEAK PLATE CURRENT . . .. . . . . . •• .•.. . ..• • . .... . 
D-C OUTPUT CURRENT .•.•.• •.• • •. ..... . . •. . ... 

As Half-Wava Rectifier 

A-C PLATE VOLTAGE PER PLATE ( RMS) . . . 
PEAK PLATE CURRENT PER PLATE . . ... . .. . 
D-C OUTPUT CURRENT PER PLATE . ... . . . . 

125 max. 
5'00 max. 
85 max. 

125 max. 
5'00 max. 

85 max. 

25'0* max. 
5'00 max. 
85 max. 

Volts 
Milliamperu 
Milliamperu 

Volts 
Milliamperu 
Milliamperes 

• An a•c input voltage greater than 125 volta require, the u1c of a ecriea resistor or reaitton. 
A 100,ohm resistor in each plate lead or a l00•obm ruiator common to both plate• (giving aomewhat 
poorer regulation) may be used. 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 2 526 fit the standard octal socket which may be installed 
to hold the tube in any position. 

The heater is designed to operate under the normal conditions of line voltage 
variation without materially affecting the performance or serviceability of this tube. 
The current in the heater circuit should be adjusted to 0.3 ampere for the normal 
supply voltage. 

A filter of the condenser·input type is recommended for use with this tube in 
order to obtain a d-c output voltage as high as possible. A large input capacitance 
in the order of 16 µf is desirable for half-wave rectifier service, while a higher 
value is advantageous for voltage-doubler circuits. 

APPLICATION 

As a half-wave rectifier, the 2 526 is designed for service in "transformerless" 
receivers of the "univerq]'' type. In such service, the two plates are connected 
together at the socket in order to act as a single plate; likewise, the cathodes art 
connected as a unit. Conditions for this method of operation are given under 
CHARACTERISTICS. Typical output curves for several values of input condensers 
are shown on page 109. As a supplement to the curves with a-c input voltage, a 
dotted curve is included to show the output when the receiver is operated from a 
d-c power line. 

As a voltage doubler, the 2526 is useful in "transformerless" receivers of the 
";i.,c operated" type and is capable of supplying approximately twice the d-c output 
voltage of the half-wave circuit. In voltage-doubling service, the two diode units 
of the tube are arranged as shown in the voltage-doubler circuit, below. Circuita 
arc given on the preceding page. 
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its characteristics. 
output tube. 

RCA-26 

AMPLIFIER 

The 26 is an amplifier tube con• 
taining a filament designed for opera· 
tion on alternaung current. Trus 
tube is fo r use as an r•f or a-f 
amplifier m equipment designed for 

The 26 is not ord inarily suitable for use as 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) ... . . . . . . . . . . . l. 5 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • . • . . . . • . • • 1.05 

ra
G 

z - -- 3 

I 4 
, F 

a detector o r power 

PLATE VOLTAGE .. • .. .. • .. .. .. . • .. 90 13 5 180 max. 

Volts 
Ampereli 
Vo lts 

G RID V OLTAGE* • • • • . . • • • • . . • • . • . • -7 - 10 - 14.5 
PLATE CURRENT . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.9 5.5 6.2 
PLATE RESISTANCE • • • . . . . . . . . . • . . 8900 7600 7300 
A MPLIFICATION FACTOR • • . • • . . • . • . 8.3 8.3 8.3 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE • . • . • . . . . . . . . . 935 11 00 1150 
G RID•P LATE CAPACITANCE . • . . . . • . . • • • . . . . . . • • . • 8.1 
GRJD•flLAMENT C APACITANCE . . . . . . • • • • • • • • . . • • • 2.8 
PLATE•flLAM ENT CAPACITANCE . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . 2.5 
BULB •. •• •. • . ••• • • . • • • •• •. • • ••.•. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . • ... 
BASE . .... .. • .•. . • . . . .. ... . .. •. . • • ••..••. . ••.•. . • . .• 

• Grid voltage mcasU1cd from mid•point of a•c operated fi lament. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Volts 
Milliam peree 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
µµ( 
µµ f 
µµ f 

ST- 14 
Medium 4·Pin 

The base pins o f the 26 fit the standard four-contact socket, which should be 
installed to hold the tube in a vertical position. 

The coated filament o f the 26 should be operated at the rated voltage of l. 5 
volts from the a•c line through a step•down transformer. 

As an amplifier, the 26 should be operated as shown under C HARACTER
IST ICS. 

AVERAGE PLAlE CHARAClERISllCS 

TTP£ 26 
[f:1,~ VOLTS 0.C. 

I 
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RCA-27 

. "' DETECTOR, AMPLIFIER 
~ 
q 

I 
l_ 

The 27 is a three-electrode general 
purpose tube of the heater-cathode 
type for use as an amplifier and 
detector in a·c receivers. 

C HARACTERISTICS 
HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)........ . ..... . 2.5 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75 
PLATE VOLTAGE* . . . . . . . . • . 90 135 180 250-
GRID VoLTAGEt . . . • . . . . . . . . - 6 -9 -13.5 -21 
PLATE CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . 2.7 4.5 5.0 5.2 
PLATE R ESISTANCE ......... 11000 9000 9000 9250 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . . . . . 9 9 9 9 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . • . . . . . . 820 !000 !000 975 
GRID-PLATE C APACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.3 
G RID-CATHODE CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.1 
PLATE-CATHODE C APACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.3 
BULB . . ...................... . ......... . .•... ....... 
BASE .... . ......... . ............ .......... . .. ...... . 

• Maximum plate voltage= 275 volt.s . 
t Maximum value of d,c resistance in grid circuit is 1.0 megohm. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Volts 
Amperes 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

MicromhOB 
µµf 
µµ{ 
µµ{ 

ST, 12 
Small 5-Pin 

The base pins of the 27 fit the standard fi ve-contact socket. The socket may 
be installed to hold t he tube in any position. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to type 2A5. 
As an amplifier, the 27 is applicable to the audio, or the radio-frequency 

stages of a receiver. Recommended plate and grid voltages arc shown under 
C HARAC TERISTIC S. 

A s a detector, the 27 may be operated either with grid leak and condenser 
or with grid bias. The plate voltage for grid leak and condenser detection is 45 
volts. A grid leak of from I to 5 megohms used wit h a grid condenser of 0.00025 
µ f is suitable. For grid-bias detection, a plate voltage of 275 volts or less may be 
used. The corresponding grid bias should be adjusted so that the plate current, 
when no signal is being received, is approximately 0.2 milliampere. For the 
condition of 2 rn volts on plate and transformer cou pling, the grid bia, will be 
approximately -30 volts. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
16 

o/ / TYPC 27 
E f=2.~ VOLTS 

,, l .. 
I 

~ " 2 

~ 1 o~ ~; I !! I 

I I I I ;S'I 

I I I I 1~rw 
• I I /t '/ I I 1/ I ~1 I . ., 
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RCA-30 

DETECTOR, AMPLIFIER 
The 30 is a detecto r and amplifier 

tube of the three-electrode type for 
battery-operated radio receivers where 
economy of filament-current drain is 
important. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C .)....... . ............. 2.0 
FILAMENT C URRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.060 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.0 
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.0 
PLATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.1 

P~G 

~ r F 

Volts 
Ampere 
µµf 
µµf 
uµf 

BULB ................... . ... . ...... . .... . .... .. ... . . 
BASE . .. .. .. ..... ... . .... .. . . .... .. . . . ....... . . . ... . 

ST-12 
Small 4•Pin 

As Closs A1 Amplifi er 

PLATE V OLTAGE .. ' .... . . . .. .. .... 90 135 
GRID VOLTAGE .. . ........ . . .... . . -4. 5 - 9 
PLATE CURRENT ... . ... . ........ . 2.5 3.0 
PLAT!! RESISTANCE ......... . . . .. . 11000 10300 
A MPLIFICATION FACTOR ........... 9.3 9.3 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ... .. ... ... .. . 850 900 

As Cl,vs B Amplifier 

PLATE VOLTAGE ............................ . . . 
MAx1~, u~1-S1GNA L PLATE CURRENT .. .......... ... . 
Z ERO-SIGNAL P LAT!! CURRENT ( Per tube) .. . ... . .. . 
TYPICAL OPERATION ( 2 tubes ) 

Va Ines a Te f 07 two tubes. 
Plate Voltage ......... . . . .. .... . . . .. . . . .. . . . 
Grid V oltage ......... ... ... ... ............ . 
Z ero-Signal Plate Current (Per tube) ..... ... . .. . . 
E ffective Lo,,d Resistance ( Platc•to• platr) ... . . .. . . 
Maxi mum-Signal D riving Power ... ... .. ... . ... . 
Power Output, A pproximate* .......... . ..... . . 

180 max. 
-13.5 

3. I 
10300 

9.3 
900 

180 max . 
50 max . 
I. 5 max. 

1 57.5 
-15 
1.0 

8000 
260 
2.1 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliampere.. 
Ohms 

Micromhos 

Volts 
Milliampere.. 
Milliamperu 

Volt, 
Volts 
Milliampere 
Ohms 
Milliwatts 
Watta 

• \V,th one type 30 a$ driver operated under the following condit ions: Plate voltage, 157. S volu , 
negative ~nd bias voltage , 11.3 volts: plate load of approxunately 18000 ohms; and inpm tran!formcr 
ratio (primar>• to one-half secondary). 1. 161': Total distortion is 6 to 7 % . 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 30 fit th e standard four-contact socket wh ich sh ould be 
installed to hold the tube in a vertical posit ion. Cushioning of t he socket in the 
detector stage may be desirable if microphonic distu rbances a rc encoun tered. For 
filament operation, refer to INSTALLATION on type 1A6. 

As a detector, the 30 may be operated eithe r with grid leak a nd conde nser or 
wit h grid-bias. The plate voltage fo r t he former method should not be more than 
45 vo lts. A g rid leak o f from 1 to 5 megoh ms used with a grid condenser of 
0.0002; µf is satisfactory. The grid return should be connected t o the positive 
fi lament socket te rmi nal. For g rid-bias detection, plate voltages up to the maximum 
value o f 180 vo lts may be used. The corresponding grid-bias should be adjusted 
so that the plate c urrent is about 0. 2 milliampere when no signal is being received. 

I n resistance-coupled service, the maximum d•c resistance in the g rid circuit 
should not exceed 2 megohms. 

A family of plate cha racteristic curves is given on page 102. 
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RCA-31 

POWER AMPLIFIER 

I 
'-

T he 3 1 is a power•ampli6er tube 
of t he three-electrode type for bat· 
tery·operated radio receivers where 
economy of filament-current d rain is 
important. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

F ILAMENT V OLTAGE (D . C.) ••• • ••••. .. .... . .. . .. 
F ILAMENT CURRENT ••• • ••••.•••••...•. •... . .. . 
P LATE V OLTAGE .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. l3i 
GRID V OLTAGE • . . . . • . . . • . • . • • • • • • . • • . • . -22.5 
P LATE CURRENT • . . • . . . . . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 8.0 
PLATE R !!SISTANC:E . . . . . • • • . . • • • • • • • . . . . 4 LOO 
AMPLIFICATION F ACTOR . • . • • • • . • • • • . . . . . 3.8 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE • • . • . . • • • • • • • • • . • . . . 925 
L OAD RESISTANCE • • . • • • • . . • . • . • • • . . . . . . 7000 
SELF•BIAS RESISTOR • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . 281 i 
UNDISTORTED POWER OUTP UT............ 0.1 85 

2.0 
0.130 

180 max. 
-30 
12.3 

3600 
3.8 

1050 
5700 
2440 

0 .375 
GRID•PLATE CAPACITANCE .... • . .•. • •••• • ••• • • •• 
GRID·FILAMENT CAPACITANC!! . .. . • • • • •• , •• • .. . . 
PLATl!· FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ... , . •..... . . . . .. . 
BuLn ... .. .. . . . . . . . . .. .. ..• .. . ............. • ........ 
BASE . . ... ... ........••. . ..•••. . . ... .. .. . . . . . . ...... 

5.7 
3. 5 
2.7 

INST ALLA fl ON 

Refer to INSTALLATION on type 30. 

APPLICATION 

P~G 

w r F' 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliampere& 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watt 
µµf 
µµ f 
µµf 

ST•l2 
Small 4·Pin 

As a power amplifier, the 31 should be operated as shown under CH AR, 
A CTERISTICS. Grid voltage may be ohtaincd from a C•battery, or by means of 
a sclf•bias resistor connected in the negative plate-return lead. The latter method 
is required where a grid resistor (maximum value l megohm) is used. If more 
output is desired t han can be obtained from a single 31, two 3 I's may be operated 
eit her in parallel or push•pull connection. 

AVERAGE PLAlE CHARAC1ERl511C5 

TYP!. 31 
c, $2.0 vcx..rs o.c. 

~?C - 554Pl 
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RCA-32 

RADIO-FREQUENCY 
AMPLIFIER 

T he 3 2 is a screen-grid tube rec
ommended primarily for use as a 
radio-frequency amplifier in battery· 
operated r a d i o rec e i v e rs where 
economy of fi lament-current drain is 
important. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.)......... ............ 2.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.060 
P LATEVOLTAGE .................. . ..... 135 180max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 

SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) . . ......... 67.5 max. 67.5 max. 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1). .. ....... .. . . -3 -3 
PLATE CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.7 1.7 
SCREEN CURRl!NT ( Maximum). . .. . . . . . . . . 0.4 0.4 
PLATE R ESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.95 1.2 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 610 780 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ...... . ............. 640 650 

Milli am perea 
Milliampere 
Megohms 

GRID· PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can). . . . . . . 0.015 max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.3 

Micromhos 
µµf 
µµf 

OUTPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LO. 5 
BULB ....................... .. .... ... .. ...... ...... . 
CAP ............ ...... .. ....... ......... ........... . 
BASE ......... . ........... . . .... ... ..... .... . .. ... . . 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

µµf 
ST-14 

Small M etal 
Medium 4-Pin 

For socket mounting and filament operation, refer to INSTALLATION for 
type 30. 

The screen voltage may be obtained from a tap on the plate battery or a 
bleeder circuit across the supply battery in whole or in part. Never attempt to 
obtain the screen voltage for the 32 by connecting the screen th rough a series 
resistor to a high-voltage source. The results will not be satisfacto ry because of 
voltage-drop variation produced by the different screen curren ts of individual tubes. 
Volume control may be effected by variation of the screen voltage between 0 and 
67. 5 volts. The variation must, however, be made by a potentiometer shunted across 
the sc reen-voltage supply and not by a high-resistance rheostat. 

Complete shielding o f all stages is recommended if maximum gain per stage is 
to be obtained. 

As a detector, the 32 may be operated either with grid leak and condenser or 
with grid bias. For grid bias detection, suitable operating conditions are : Plate• 
supply voltage, 180 volts applied through a plate-coupling resistance of 0 .1 megohm 
or an equivalent impedance; screen voltage, 67. 5 volts; and a negative grid bia6 
( approximately 6 volts) adjusted so that a plate current of 0 . 2 milliampere is 
obtained with no input signal. In designing circuits to use the 3 2 as a detector, 
it is desirable to work from the detector stage directly into the power-output stage . 

The d-c resistance in the grid circuit of the 3 2 should not exceed 2 megohms. 

A family of plate characteristic curves is given on page 118. 
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RCA-33 

POWER-AMPLIFIER 
PENTODE 

The 33 is a power-amplifier pen• 
tode for use in the output stage of 
battery • operated r e c e i v er s where 
economy of battery consumption is 
important. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
Fil.AMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.) ................... :. 2.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.260 

p~:::~ 4 o, ---
1 5 

F+ G3 
r-

PLATE VOLTAGE • • • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . 135 180 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 

ScuEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2)........... 135 180 max. Volts 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1).............. -135 -18 
PLATE CURRENT • • . . . • . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 145 22 
ScREEN CURRENT • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 3 5 
PLATE REs1sTANCE • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • rnooo ; rnoo 
AMPLIPICATION FACTOR (Approx.)......... 70 90 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •................... 1450 1700 
l.oAD RESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7000 6000 
SELP•BIAs RESISTOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7711 670 
POWER OUTPUT (7% total h'armonic distort.) 0.7 1.4 · 
BULB········································· ..... . 
BASE •........•...•.......•.....•......••....•...... 

INSTALLATION ANO APPLICATION 

Volts 
Milliampere& 
Milliampere& 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watts 

ST-14 
Medium 5-Pin 

The base pins of the 33 fit the standard five-contact socket. The socket 
mould be installed to hold the tube in a vertical position. In som.e cases, cushioning 
of the socket mav be found desirable. For filament operation, ref er to IN ST AL
LATION for type 1A6. 

For the power amplliier stage of radio receivers, the 3 3 is recommended either ~ 
ainely or in push-pull combination. More than one audio stage preceding the 3 3 is 
undesirable because of the possibility of microphonic disturbances resulting from the 
hieh level of amplification. Transformer or impedance coupling devices are 
preferable. If resistance coupling is employed, the d•c resistance in the grid circuit 
should not exceed 1.0 megohm under self-bias conditions; without self •bias, tht 
maximum value is 0.5 megohm. 

AVERACE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 

I I I 
TYPE 33 

- Ef:2.0 YOUS O.C. 
SCREEN VOt.lS=l80 

·---~ ,,.., •( 1110 ~ Ol.TS ~cf•O 

--- -!> 

I~ 
...--
L----~ -10 

"' 
V ~ ,._ 
~ 

i..---~ ~-~~ -IS 

20 
//; ..... ~- --==- ~- -18 

E 1=-2C -- ---i-
:~ ~ i.--- -.......... ....... -2s 

/ -~ -- ......... 30 
....... -36 -JS 

0 :u I JU l>U '"" 2,0 JOU .. ,v -,v 
PLATE VOLTS 
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RCA-34 

SUPER-CONTROL R-F 
AMPLIFIER PENTODE 

The 34 is a super-control pentode 
recommended for use primarily as a 
radio-frequency amplifier and interme• 
diate,frequency amplifier in battery• 

p~C.I c.2 2 ) 

I 4 

F"• ~~ 

operated receivers where economy of 
filament-current drain is important. The 34 is very effective in reducing cross• 
modulation and modulation-distortion over the usual range of signal voltages 
without the use of antenna potentiometers or auxiliary volume-control switches. 
(See Super-Control amplifier, page 16.) . This super-contr?l characteris_tic makes t~c 
tube uniquely adaptab]e to the r,f and 1,f stages of receivers employing automatic 
volume controJ. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.) ..... ·................ 2.0 
FILAMENT CUR.RENT • • . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.060 
PLATE VOLTAGE •••.•••••••....... 675t 135' 180 max. 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid. No. 2)* •••. 675 max. 67.5 max. 675 max. 
GRID VOLTAGE, Variable (Grid No. 1) -3 min. -3 min. -3 min. 
PLATE CURRENT ................. 2.7 2.8 2.8 
SCREEN CURRENT • • • . • . • . • • . • • • . . 1.1 1.0 1.0 
PLATE RESISTANCE ••••.••••..••.. 0.4 0.6 1.0 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR •.••••••••. 224 360 620 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •••••••..•.••• '\'60 600 620 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE (At -22.S' volts 

bias) ...••••••••••••••••••••.. 15 15' •l'i 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can)....... 0.01 S' max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE . • • . . . • • . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.0 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
MilJiamperes 
Milliamperes 
Megohm 

Micromhos 

Micromhos 
µµf 
µµf 

OUTPUT CAPACITANCE • . • . • . • . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1. S' 
BULB .............................................. . 
CAP ............................................... . 
BASE .......•.•............•..••.................... 

µµf 
S'l,14 

Small Metal 
Medium 4•Pin 

• Under conditions of muimum plate current. 
t Recommended values for use in portable receivers. 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 34 fit the standard four•contact socket which should be 
installed to hold the tube in a vertical position. Although this tube is quite free 
from microphonic disturbances, cushioning of its socket may sometimes be desirable. 

For filament operation, refer to INST ALLA Tl ON for type 1A6. 
The screen voltage may be obtained from a tap on the B•supply battery or 

from a bleeder circuit across the battery, as a whole or in part. Due to the screen 
current characteristics of the 34, a resistor in series with the B•supply may be 
employed, if desired, for obtaining the screen voltage, provided the maximum 
voltage between screen and filament does not exceed 100 volts under conditions of 

~ reduced plate current. 
Stage shielding enclosing all the components of each stage is, in general, 

necessary for multi-stage amplifier circuits. 

APPLICATION 

As an r-f or i-f amplifier, the 34 is applicable in receivers designed for it. 
Plate, screen, and minimum grid voltages are given under CHARACTERISTICS 
for a number of operating conditions. 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

Volume control of the receiver is accomplished effectively by variation of the 
negative voltage applied to the grid. In order to obtain adequate volume control, 
an available grid•bias voltage of approximately -22. S' volts will be required. The 
exact value will depend upon the circuit design and operating conditions. This 
voltage may be obtained from a potentiometer, a bleeder circuit, or a separate source, 
depending· on receiver requirements. 

Owing to the fact that the super•control feature of the 34 requires a compara• 
tively large grid•bias change, the screen and plate voltage may vary considerably for 
various volume settings, depending on receiver design. It is recommended, therefore, 
that design features be incorporated in the receiver so that the screen voltage will 
not exceed 67. S' volts under conditions of minimum grid bias and maximum plate 
current. With a design arrangement of this. kind, the screen voltage at decreased 
values of plate current may reach a value higher than 67. S' volts but should not 
exceed 100 volts. It should be recognized that under the condition of screen 
voltage above 67. S' volts at low plate current, an increase in the grid-bias voltage 
supply must be provided for adequate volume control. 

As the mixer in superheterodyne circuits, the 34 may be utilized to advantage. 
It should be noted that by varying the grid bias on the mixer in conjunction with 
that on the radio-frequency and/or the intermediate-frequency stages, additional 
control of volume may be accomplished. Recommended conditions are: Plate 
·,oltage, 67.5 to 180 volts; screen voltage, 67.S' volts; grid•bias voltage, -S' volta 
approximately ( with 4•volt oscillator peak swing). 
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AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 

TYPE 34 
t,-:2,0 VOLTS 0.C. 
SCREEN VOLTS =67,S 

UD VOL15 
Ec1•0 -

' ~ONTIIOL-G 

.,,,,.-- -• 
4 v .,,.--- -2 

:.--- Ee :•3 

~- -4 

2 

'/ -6 

I/ 
'/ Ec,=•10 

r/ -ts 
~ 

40 80 120 1110 200 240 280 320 360 400 
PLATE VOLTS 92C-5l78 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 

TYPE 32 
Er=2.0VOLTS D.C. 

SCREEN VOL 1S=67,S 

!, 

C. )NTROI <,RIO VOLTS Ec1= 0 
.1-4 

V •I 

i lh 
3 

I! 
.,.. 

-2 
tk 

v--
•) 2 ~le~ 11, I - lh I Ec11•4 ~ 

I 

~ h, ' -:, 

I"'-,.. lb -8 
.:,, 

100 1!>0 200 250 00 
PLATE VOL TS 
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RCA-35 

SUPER-CONTROL R-F 
AMPLIFIER 

The 3 5 is a super-control screen 
grid amplifier tube of the heater• 
cathode type recommended as an r•f 
amplifier and an i•f amplifier in a•c 

H 

receivers. The 3 5 is very effective 
in reducing cross•modulation and modulation-distortion over the entire range of 
received signals. Its design is such as to permit easy control of a large range of 
signal voltages without the use of local-distance switches or ant_enn~ p~tentiomet~rs. 
This super-control feature makes the tube adaptable to circuits mcorporatm~ 
automatic volume control. See page 16 for Super-Control feature. The 3 5 18 

interchangeable with type 51. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (.A. C. or D. C.)............... 2.5 
HEATER CURRENT . . . • . • . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . l.75 
PLATE VOLTAGE* . • . . . . . . . • • . • . • • . . . . . . 180 2S'O 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Maximum)............ 90 90 
GRID VOLTAGE, Variable (Minimum)....... -3 -3 
PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • . . ..• . . . • • . • • • 6.3 6.5 
SCREEN CURRENT (Maximum). . . . . . . . . . . • 2. 5 2. 5' 
PLATE RESISTANCE •••...•... , . • • • . . . . . . 0.3 0.4 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR • • . • . . • . • • • . . • . . . 305 420 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ·•............ •. . . . . . 1020 1050 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE (At -40 volts bias).... 15 15 

Volts 
Amperes 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Megohm 

GRID•PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can)....... 0.007 max. 

Micromhos 
Micromhos 
µµf 
µµf INPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.3 

OUTPUT CAPACITANCE . • • • • • . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10. 5 
BULB .............................................. . 
CAP .............................................. . 
BASE ............................................ . 

• Maximum plate voltage= 275 volta. 

INSTALLATION 

µµf 
ST-14 

Small Metal 
Medium 5-Pin 

The base pins of the 3 5 fit the standard five-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, ref er to type 2A 5. 
The screen voltage for the 3 5 may be obtained from a fixed or variable tap on 

a voltage divider across the supply voltage or from a portion of the supply. 
Complete shielding for all stages of the circuit is necessary if maximum gain 

and the volume•control•range capabilities of this tube are to be realized. 

APPLICATION 

As a radio-frequency and intermediate-frequency amplifier, the 3 5' should be 
operated as shown under CHARACTERISTICS. In general, properly designed 
radio-frequency transformers are preferable to interstage coupling impedances, 
especially in cases where a high-impedance B•supply may cause oscillation below 
radio frequencies. 

Volume control of receivers designed for the H may be accomplished by 
variation of the negative grid bias of this tube. In order to utilize the ful) 
volume-control range of the 35, an available grid-bias voltage of approximately 50 
volts will be required, depending on the circuit design and operating conditions. 
This voltage may be obtained from a potentiometer, a bleeder circuit, or from an 
adjustable cathode resistor. 
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R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

As a mixer in superheterodyne receivers, the 3 S' may be used under the 
following conditions: Plate voltage, 2S'O volts; screen voltage, 90 ·volts; and grid biaa, 
-7 volts with a 6•volt peak swing from the oscillator. By varying the grid bias 
on the mixer in conjunction with that on the radio-frequency and/or the inter• 
mediate•frequency stages, additional control of volume may be accomplished. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
I I 

TYPE 35 
Ef "2,S VOLTS 

._ SCREEN YOLTS:90 

2 

o-v~ ~UES ~ ;NSTABI 
.. ,_ 

c~ROI •GRID YOl.n tc,=o . 
,.v - -, 

1., 

I 
v-- -3 

lb 

~ 
V 

E-,=-!> 
lb -- --

v;:. r---~ t?x~ -10 v-: c-- ,__ lb 

2v: - V i--...._ 1c2 V 3 

0 !>O 100 l!>O 200 2!>0 J,o 
PLATE VOLTS •12C-!>IJIRI 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 

'TYPE 36 
co~T~ 

GRID 1/0LTS Ecf:::ll _ 

~= 11,3 VOLTS 
REEN VOLTS-""90 lb _ -

i..---
/ 

i..-- _, 

I I---i..--
-2 -r lb 

------
' 

l;c:1=-3 

-
~ r--- 1/' -4 

~ 
lb 

11 r-- C 5 

Ir--,,. a-
/'- •b . -

Ic:, ~ [ ,= 3 .. 
80 160 240 320 400 480 

PLATE VOLTS 92C-5l88RI 
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RCA- 36 

RADIO-FREQUENCY 
AMPLIFIER 

T he 3 6 is a heater-cathode type of 
screen grid tube intended for use as 
a radio-frequency amplifier, interme• 
diate, frequency amp 1 i f i e r, and 
detector. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.). . ....... . ... . . 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 
PLAT!! VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . lOQ 135 180 250 max. 
SCREEN VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . 55" 67.'i 90 max. 90 max. 

' GRID VOLTAGE .. .. .. . .. . . . . -l.5 -1.5 -3 -3 
PLATE CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . 1.8 2.8 3.1 3.2 
SCREEN CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . I. 7 max. 
PLAT!! RESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . 0.55 0.47 5 0.'i 0.55 
AM PLIFICATION FACTOR . . . . . . 470 475 525 595 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . . . . . 850 lOQQ 1050 1080 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE (W ith shield-can ) . . . . . . . 0.007 max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.7 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . • 9 .2 
BULB . ...... ... ..... . . . ...•.......... . .... . ... . ..... 
CAP ....... . .. . .. .. . . . .. ... ... .. . ... . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . 
BASE . .. ... . ............. .. . . . . ... . ..... . ...•....... 

INSTALLATI ON AND APPLICATION 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperu 
Milliamperu 
Megohm 

Micromhos 
µµf 
µµ f 
µµf 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 5-Pin 

The base pins of the 36 fit the standard live-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. For heater operation and cathode 
connection, refer to INSTALLATION for type 6A8. For screen voltage and 
lhielding, refer to INSTALLATION for type 35. 

As a radio-frequency amplifier, the 36 should be operated as shown under 
CHARACTERISTICS. 

As a detector, the 36 may be operated either with grid leak and condenser or 
with grid bias. For grid-bias detection, suitable operating conditions are: Plate• 
supply voltage, 180 volts applied through a plate-coupling resistor of 0.25 megohm 
or an equivalent impedance; screen voltage, 67.5 volts; and negative grid bias, 6 
volts ( approx.) so adjusted that a plate current of 0.1 milliampere is obtained with 
no input signal. 

A plate family of characteristics is given on the preceding page. 
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RCA-37 

DETECTOR, AMPLIFIER 
The 3 7 is a three•electrode general· 

purpose tube of the heater•cathode 
type for use as amplifier and detector. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) •••• :.......... 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.3 

G 

.A. w 
H · H 

PLATE VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • 90 135 180 250 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 

GRID VOLTAGE* • • • • • • • • • • • • -6 -9 -13.5 -18 
PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • 2.5 4.1 4.3 7.5 
PLATE RESISTANCE ••••••• -•• 11500 10000 10200 8400 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR • • • • • 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE • • • • • • • • 800 925 900 1100 
GRID•PLATE CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2.0 
GRID•CATHODE CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3.5 
PLATE-CATHODE CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2.9 
BULB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BASE ............................................... . 

• The d•c rc:aistancc in the grid circuit should not exceed 1.0 megohm. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 

ST-12 
Small 5-Pin 

The base pins of the 37 fit the standard five•contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any _position. For heater operation and cathode 
connection, refer to INSTALLATION for type 6A8. 

As an amplifier, the 37 is applicable to the audio• or the radio•frequency 
stages of a receiver. Recommended plate and grid voltages are shown under 
CHARACTERISTICS. 

As a detector, the 37 may be operated with either grid leak and condenser 
or with grid bias. The plate voltage for the grid leak and condenser method is 4J 
volts. A grid leak of from 1 to 5 megohms used with a grid condenser of 0.0002" 
µf is suitable. For grid-bias detection a plate voltage of 2 50 volts, together with 
a negative grid bias of approximately 28 volts, may be used. The plate current 
shorJld be adjusted to 0.2 milliampere with no input signal. 

AVERAGE PLAT£ CHARACTERISTICS 
20 
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0 
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RCA-38 

POWER-AMPLIFIER 
PENTODE 

The 38 is a power-amplifier pen• 
tode of the heater-cathode type. The 
relatively low heater current of this 
type makes it suitable for automobile 
receivers and for power•line•operated 
sets, particularly those with a series• 
heater arrangement. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) ••.•••.•.•••.•• 

HEATER CURRENT ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PLATE VOLTAGE············ 100 135 180 
SCREEN VOLTAGE ••••••• , • • 100 135 180 
GRID VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • • -9 -13.5 -18 
PLATE CURRENT .. • • • • • • • • • 7 9 14 
SCREEN CURRENT .......... 1.2 1.5 2.4 
PLATE RESISTANCE ......... 0.14 0.13 0.115 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ....•. 120 120 120 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ........ 875 925 1050 
LOAD RESISTANCE .......... 15000 13500 11600 
SELP•BIAS RESISTOR ........• 1100 1100 1100 
POWER OUTPUT •••••••••••• 0.27* 0.Ht 1.0• 

6.3 
0.3 

250 max. 
250 max. 
-25 
22 
3.8 

0.10 
120 

1200 
10000 

970 
2.5* 

GRID•PLATE CAPACITANCE . . • • . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.30 
INPUT CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 3. 5 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE • . . • . • • . • • • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . 7. S' 
BULB ........•....••.••...•..•.•.•••.••..•.....••••. 

CAP ••.•.........•.•...•...•.•••...•.•..•...•.•.•.•. 

BASE ..........•...•..........•.••..•..•...••........ 

• 8 % total harmonic distortion. 
t 10% total harmonic distortion. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Megohm 

Micromhos 
Ohme 
Ohms 
Watts 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 

ST,12 
Small Metal 
Smalt S'•Pin 

The base pins of the 38 fit the standard, five-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. For heater operation and cathode 
connection, refer to INSTALLATION for type 6A8. 

For the power amplifier stage of radio receivers, the 38 is recommended either 
singly or in push•pull combination. Transformer or impedance-coupling devices are 
preferable. If, however, resistance coupling is used, the d•c resistance in the grid 
circuit should be limited to 1.0 megohm with plate voltages up to 2 5'0 volts, provided 
the heater voltage does not rise more than 10% above the rated value under any 
condition of operation. 

A plate family of characteristics is given on page 12 f. 
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RCA-39/44 

SUPER-CONTROL R-F 
AMPLIFIER PENTODE 

The 3 9 / 44 is a heater-cathode tube 
of the remote cut,off type suitable for 
use primarily as a radio-frequency 
am p 1 i f i e r , intermediate .. frequency 
amplifier, and mixer in receivers . 

designed for its characteristics. The 39 / 44 is effective in reducing cross•modulation 
and modulation•distortion over the usual range of signal voltages without the us, 
of antenna potentiometers or auxiliary volume,control switches. An explanation of 
the Super,Control feature is given on page 16. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) ..........•••.. 
HEATER CURRENT .•..............••••••••••.•• 
PLATE VOLTAGE.................. 90 180 
5cREEN VOLTAGE................. 90 90 
GRID VOLTAGE (Minimum)......... -3 -3 
PLATE CURRENT • • . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . S'.6 S'.8 
SCREEN CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.6 1.4 
PLATE RESISTANCE . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.375 0.75 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . . . • . . . . . • . 360 750 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE • . . • . . • . . • . . . • 960 1000 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ( At -4 2. 5 volts 

6.3 
0.3 
250 ffl4X. 
90 max. 
-3 

,.,8 
1.4 
1.0 

torn 
lOfO 

bias) . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • 2 2 2 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliampere~ 
Milliampere, 
Megohm 

Micromho6 

GRID•PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can). . • • . • • 0.007 max. 
Micromhm 
µpf 

INPUT CAPACITANCE . . • . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . • • . • • . . . . 3.f 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE ..... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
BULB .•..•................•....................•••.. 
CAP ...........•. \ ..........•........................ 
BASE .............................................. . 

INSTALLATION 

pp.f 
pµf 

S'f.12 
Small Metal 
Small S'•Pin 

The base pins of the 39 / 44 fit the standard five,contact socket. The socket 
may be installed to hold the tube in any position. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to INSTALLATION for 
type 6A8. 

The screen voltage for the 39/44 may be obtained from a section of the 
B,battery, from a fixed or variable tap on a voltage divider across the supply volta.ie, 
or from a portion of the supply. Care should be taken to keep the impedance 
between the screen and cathode as low as possible. 

When the 39 / 44 is self,biased, a resistor in series with the high,voltage supply 
may be used for obtaining the screen voltage. This is possible because of the stable 

. screen,current characteristic of the 39 / 44 pentode. The resistor method of securine 
the screen voltage is limited to circuits where the screen,voltage supply does not 
exceed 180 volts as a maximum. The value of this resistance should be such that 
under the conditions of minimum grid bias and maximum plate current the screen 
voltage will not exceed 90 volts. A resistance of approximately 80000 ohms will 
be suitable. 

Complete shielding of all stages is necessary if maximum gain per stage ia to 
be obtained. 

-124-



0 

. . 

R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

APPLICATION 

As a radio-frequency and intermediate-frequency amplifier, the 39 / 44 should 
be operated as shown under CHARACTERISTICS. In general, properly desiened 
radio,frequency transformers are preferable to interstage coupling impedancea, 
especially in cases where a high impedance B,supply may cause oscillation below 
radio frequencies. 

Volume control of receivers designed for the 39/44 may be accomplished by 
variation of the negative grid bias of this tube. In order to obtain adequate volume 
-control, an available grid-bias voltage of approximately 4~ volts will be required. 
The exact value will depend upon the circuit design and operating conditions. Thia 
voltage may be obtained from a potentiometer, a bleeder circuit, a variable resiator 
in the cathode circuit, or from a separate source. 

As a detector mixer in superheterodyne receivers, the 39 / 44 may be utilhed. 
Suitable operating voltages for such service are: Plate voltage, 90 to 2S'O volte; 
screen voltage, 90 volts; grid voltage, -7 volts (approx.), with a 6•volt peak swine 
from the oscillator. By varying the grid bias on the mixer in conjunction with that 
-on the r,f and/or the i•f stages, additional control of volume may be accomplished. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
,--

TYPES 39/44 
E:f=&.3 VOLTS 

SCREEN VOLTS=90 

12 

:.---
/ 

11/: -1/-
4 

,_ 
~ , 
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80 
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RCA-40 

VOLT AGE AMPLIFIER 

The 40 is a high-mu triode of t he 
storage-battery type for use in re
sistance-coupled or impedance-coupled 
amplifier or detector c.ircuits. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.)..................... 5.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 0.25 
PLATE VOLTAGE* ....................... 135 180 
GRID VOLTAGE . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -1.5 -3 

PLATE CURRE NT . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.2 0.2 
PLATE RESISTANCE • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150000 150000 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ... . ............ . 30 30 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . .. . . . .. . . ..... ..... 200 200 
B ULB . ......................•.•.................... ' 

BASE . . ....................•.. . .. .. ......... . . .' ... Medium 

P~G 

w r ,. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliampere 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
ST -14 

4-Pin Bayonet 
• Effect ive voltage at plate will be plate supply voltage minus voltage d rop in load of 0.2, 

mcsiobm caused by plate current: the effective value should not exceed 180 volu. 

'T'his type is used principally for renewal purposes. 

---00000---

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
•0 --r,f"-,-=o-.:...----r---r---r-~,-YP:-:r-4"'1---r---r---,---,---,---,-~ 

( r =6,) VOL TS 
SCRCCU VOL TS.: 250 

100 200 JOO 1100 600 
Pl.A.TC 1/0LTS 92C- 5449" 
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RCA-41 

POWER-AMPLIFIER 
PENTODE 

The 41 1s a power-amplifier pen· 
Lode of the heater-cathode type for 
use in the audio-output stage of 
radio receivers with 6 .3•volt heater 
supply. The tube is capable of giving 

power output with a relatively small input-signal voltage 

CHARACTERISTICS 

H EATER VOLTAGE (A. C . or D. C.).......... . . ... 6 .3 
HEATt;R CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.4 
PLATE VOLTAGE ... . .... .... 100 135 180 250max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 

SCREEN VOLTAGE .... ... ... . 100 135 180 250max. Volts 
GRID VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . • . -7 - 10 -13.5 -18 
PLAT[! CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . 9.0 12.5 18.5 32 
SCREEN CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . 1.6 2.2 3.0 5.5 
PLATE RESISTANCE (Approx.). 103500 9-1000 81000 68000 
AMPLIF. FACTOR (Approx.).. I 50 I 50 150 150 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . . . . . 1-150 I 600 I 850 2200 
LOAD RESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . I 2000 I 0400 9000 7600 
SELF•BIAS RESISTOR . . . . . . . . . 660 680 630 480 
POWER OUTPUT* . . . . . . . . . . . 0.33 0.75 1.5 3.4 
BULB .. .. ...................................... • .... 
BASE ......... . . ........... . .. ..... ... ............. . 

• I 0% total harmonic distortion. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromha. 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watts 

ST-12 
Medium 6-Pin 

The base pins of the 4 1 fit the standard six-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position . for h eater operation and cathode 
connection, refer to INST ALLA TI ON on type 6A8. 

For the power amplifier stage of receivers, the 41 may be used either singly 
or in push•pull combination. More than one audio stage preceding the 41 is 
undesirable because of the possibility of microphon ic disturbances resulting from 
the high level of a mplification . 

If a single 41 is operated self-biased, the sel f,bias resistor should be shunted 
by a suitable filter network to avoid degenerative effects at low audio frequencies. 
The use of two 41 's in push-pull eliminates the necessity for shunting the resisto r. 
The self-bias resistor required for two 41 's in the same stage is one•half that for a 
single st age. 

Any conventional type of input coupling may be used provided the resistance 
added to the grid circuit by this device is not too high. Transformer or impedance 
coupling devices are recommended. If, however, resistance coupling is employed, 
the grid resistor· should not exceed one megohm with self,bias, provided the heater 
voltage does not rise more than I Oo/o above the rated value under any cond it ion of 
operation. When self-bias is not used, the value should be limited to 100000 ohms. 

An output transformer should be used to supply power to the winding of the 
reproducing unit. The optimum value of load resistance for a single tube is given 
under CHARACTERISTICS. For push-pull operation, the plate·to•plate load 
rcs.istance should be twice that for a single tube. For best results, the impedance 
in the plate circuit of the 41 should be as uniform as possible over the entire 
audio-frequency range. 

A family of plate characteristic curves is g iven on the preceding page. 
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RCA-42 

POWER-AMPLIFIER 
PENTODE 

The 42 is a heater-cathode type of 
power-amplifier pentode for use in the 
audio-output stage of receivers. It is 
capable of giving large power output 
with a relatively small input-signal 

voltage. Because of the heater-cathode construction, a uniformly 
attainable in power amplifier design. 

low hum•level ie. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT • • • . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.7 
BULB •••••••..••...............•.................... 
BABB ••••••••.....•................................. 

Volts 
Ampere 

ST-14 
Medium 6-Pin 

As Single-Tube Class A1 Amplifier 
Pentode Connection Triode Connection 

Screen tied 
to plate 

PLATE VOLTAGE • .. . • .. .. .. .. .. . .. 250 31S' max. 250° 
ScREBN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2)..... 250 3 lS' max. -
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1)........ -16.5 -22 -20 
PLATE CURRENT • .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. • 34 42 31 
ScREEN CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • . . • . • • 6. 5 8 
PLATE RESISTANCE (Approx.) .•..••• 80000 l0b000 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR (Approx.)... 190 260 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE • • . . . . • . . . . . . • 23 50 2600 
LoAD RESISTANCE • • • • . . • . . . . . . . • . 7000 7000 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION. . . . . • • 7 7 
POWER OUTPUT • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 5 

2700 
6.2 

2300 
3000 

5 
0.65 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micrornhos 
Ohms 
Per cent 
Watts 

Under the above madmum voltage conditions, transformer or impedance input,coupling devices are 
recommended. If rc,fatance coupling ia used, refer to laat paragraph of APPLICATION under type 6P6. 

• Muimum plate volts = 31 5. 

As Push-Pull Cla~s AB2 Amplifier-Pentode Connection 

Values are for two tubes. 

PLATE VOLTAGE •••••••••••••••••••..... 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) ••......... 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1) •••••.••...... 
SELP-BIAS RESISTOR. •••.•••.•.•.••...•••• 
ZERO-SIGNAL PLATE CURRENT •..••.•..•.• 
ZBRO•SIGNAL Sea.BEN CURRENT .....•.•.•. 
LoAD RESISTANCE (Plate-to-plate) .........• 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION .. , ..•.••.• , • 
POWER OUTPUT •••••••.••.••...••.••..• 

Fixed Bias Self-Bias 
375 max. 375 max. 
2 50 max. 2 S'O max. 
-26 min. 

34 
5 

10000 
5 

19* 

340 min. 
54 
8 

10000 
5 

19:f: 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Ohms 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 
Per Cent 
Watts 

• With one triode•connecied 42 u driver operated at plate volts of 250, grid volts of -20, and 
with a minimum plate load of approJ:imately 10000 ohms: input transformer ratio, primary to one•hall 
leCOlldary, is 3.32. The plate, screen and grid supply have negligible resistance. 

• 

0 

() 

S With one triode•connected 42 as driver operated at plate volta of 250, grid volts of -20, and 
.with a minimum plate load of approJ:imately 10000 ohms: input transformer ratio, primary to one•half 0 

aeccmdary, is 2.S. The plate and ween supply have ncfligible resistance. The value given for the 
self•biu resistor is determined for a minimum grid bias o -21 volts. 

Under the above muimum voltage conditions, transformer or impedance input•coupling devic:ea 
mun be used. 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

As Push-Pull Class AB2 Amplifier-Triode Connection 
Screen Tied to Plate 

Values aTe f OT two tubes. 

PLATE VOLTAGE ........•.....•..•..... 
GRID VOLTAGE ••......••....••...••••. 
SELF-BIAS RESISTOR ••••••••.•••••..••••. 
ZERO-SIGNAL PLATE CURRENT •••••.•••.•• 
LoAD RESISTANCE (Plate•to•plate) •.....•••• 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION .•. , ..••••••• 
POWER OUTPUT ••••.•••••••••••••...... 

Jixed Bwi Self•Bias 
35'0 max. 35'0 max. 
-38 min. 

45' 
6000 

7 
1st 

730 min. 
5'0 

10000 
7 

14** 

Volts 
Volts 
Ohms 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 
Per cent 
Watts 

t With one triode-connected 42 as driver operated at plate volta of 2m, grid volts of -20, and 
with a minimum plate load of approximately 10000 ohms: input transformer ratio, primary to one•hali 
cecondary, is 1.67. The plate and grid supply have negligible resistance. 

•• With one triode•connected 42 as driver operated at plate volts of 2 rn, grid volts of -20, and 
with a minimum plate load of approximately 10000 ohms: input transformer ratio, primary to one•haU 
eecondary, is 1.29. The plate supply has negligible resistance. The value given for the aclf•bias 
resistor is determined for a minimum grid bias of -36. S volts. 

Under the above maximum voltage conditions. transformer or impedance input•coupling device. 
must be used 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 42 fit the standard six•contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. Sufficient ventilation should be provided 
to prevent overheating. 

The heater is designed to operate at 6.3 volts. In a series-heater circuit 
employing several 6.3,volt types and one or more 42's, the heaters of the 42's should 
be placed on the positive side. Furthermore, since most 6.3•volt types have 
0.3•ampere heaters, a bleeder circuit across these heaters is required to take care 
of the additional 0.4-ampere heater current of the 42. Each 6.3,volt tube of the 
0.3•ampere type in the series circuit should, therefore, be shunted by a bleeder 
resistance of 16 ohms. 

The cathode should preferably be connected directly to a mid•tap on the 
heater winding or to a center-tapped resistor across the heater winding. If this 
practice is not followed, the potential difference between heater and cathode should 
be kept as low as possible. 

For application, refer to type 6F6. 

Additional curve data is given under type 2A 5'. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTIC.S 
00 

2 

.,if V TYPE 2A5 TYPE 42 
Ef=2,5 VOLTS Ef:rll.3 VOLTS 

SC.REEN VOL TS::250 
0 

// I/ 1,.-

0 
~o•, -

rJ ; ~ -10 k ~c ... ---~ 
O l/ I I/ ~ ~ ~ / ~. Er1= -15 

0 '/1 V i---~ -,e.5 

~ 
i--- --K i- -

~ 
_,n 

0 f/ V ... 
......... 

~ 
~ ~ -25 

o I V 
f'..-. 

101/ ~ 
-30 

~ -- ~-- -- ·- -3:, - 3!1 -' tl,J 161,J 240 320 400 4110 $Cl 0 
PLATE/VOLTS 92C•52l9 
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RCA-43 

POWER-AMPLIFIER 
PENTODE 

The 43 is a power.,amplifier pen., 
tode of the heater.,cathode type for 
use in the output stage of radio 
receivers, especially those of the "d.,c 
po,wer line" type and the "universal 

(a.c.•d.c.)" type. In such applications, the 43 is capable of handling relatively 
large audio power at the low plate and screen voltage available. A single 43 in the 
output stage operating with 100 volts on plate and screen can deliver nearly one 
watt of audio power, while two 43's in push•pull arrangement with the same voltages 
can supply approximately two watts. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 25' 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.3 
BULB··············································· 
BASE ••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••.•.••.•..... 

Other characteristia of thia type ate the same aa for the type 25A6. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Volta 
Ampere 

ST.,14 
Medium 6-Pio 

The base pins of the 43 fit the standard six•contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube either in a vertical or in a horizontal position. Sufficient 
ventt1ation should be provided to circulate air freely around the tube to prevent 
overheating. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to type 2S'A6. 

For APPLICATION, refer to type 2S'A6. 

An additional family of plate characteristic curves which applies to type 4~ 
i8 given under type 2 S' A6. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISllC.S 

TYPts:25A6, 43 
Cf=2!1YOUS 

SCRtEN YOLTS=9ll 
I I I I I I 

LOAD LINE CORRECTED TO COMPENSATE 
F'OR tF"rCClS OF' RECllF'ICATION WITH LARC.E SIGN4LS 

0 
~ 

0 
/ 

4 
I f~ 

VOLTS c,._,:-!~ 
- """,. -
0 (; 
~ 

~" -10 ...... 
"'~ l'. ·-

)(/ v- ~ r,. .... ~ ~.--,s 

I/ i..-- 1-.~ ~ -20 

0 ..,,.-
-..... 

-2!1 ... --. - .::--.... -30 

0 ., 80 I 0 liO 200 z•o Z& 
PLAT£ VOL TS 
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RCA-45 

POWER AMPLIFIER 

The 4f is a power-amplifier triode 
of the filament type capable of 
supplying large undistorted output in 
a,c operated receivers. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.).............. 2., 
FILAMENT CURRENT ••.•••• ·• • • • • • • • • • . . • • . . . • • • 1. 5' 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • 7 
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE • . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • . . 4 
PLATE1 FILAMENT CAPACITANCE • • . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 
BULB •••••••••••••••.•....•.......••••••.•..•••••••• 
BASE ......••••...•..........•••••.••••••••••••••••• 

As Single-Tube Class A1 Amplifier 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C.) •.•.•.......••.••.•.. 2.5 

·~:t 
~ F F 

Volts 
Ampe:es 
µp.f 
µµf 
UJlf 

ST,14 
Medium +Pin, 

Volts 
PLATE VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . • • • 180 .oO 
Gruo VoLTAGE* ..•••.....••...••. -3U' -rn 

275 max. 
-~6 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • . . • . . . . . . . . 31 34 
PLATE RESISTANCE ••.•..•••.. , . . . 1650 1610 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR , • . . • . . . . . • 3.5' 3.5 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ••.•.....•.•.• 2125 217~ 
LOAD RESISTANCE • . • • . • • . . • • . . . • • 2700 3900 
SELP•BIAS RESISTOR • • • • • • . • • • • . . . . 1020 1470 
UNDISTORTED POWER OUTPUT •....• 0.825 1.6 

36 
1700 

3. 5 
2050 
4600 
ln'O 

2.0 

Micromho& 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watts 

• Grid volta measured from mid poin· ot a•c opented filament. Self•baaa ia advisable iD all 
cues, required if grid d•c resistance (rnu, --due of 1.0 megohm) ia used iD grid circuit. 

A1 Push-Pull Closs AB2 Amplifier {Two Tubes} 
Values GTe for two tubes. 

Fixed Bias Self-Bias 
PILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C.).............. 2.5' 2.5' 
PLATE VOLTAGE (Maximum).............. 275' 27f 
GRID VOLTAGE • . • • . • • . • . . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . -68 
SELP•BIAS RESISTOR • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 
ZERO-SIGNAL PLATE CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
MAXIMUM-SIGNAL PLATE CURRENT . . . . . . . . • 138 
LOAD RESISTANCE (Plate•to•plate).......... 3200 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION............. f 
POWER OUTPUT . . . • • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 18 

,,,. 
72 
90 

f060 
5' 

12 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Por installation refer to INSTAT LATION on type 2A3. 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Ohms 
Milliampereo 
Milliampereo 
Ohms 
Per cent 
Watts 

A5 a power amplifier (O:...s A1 ), the 45' may be used either singly or in 
push•pul1. Typical operating conditions are given under CHARACTERISTICS .. 

In a push-pull C:.1ss AB2 stage, the 45' is operated under conditions such that 
a small amount of grid current flows during the most positive swing of the input 
signal and the second harmonic distortion is cancelled by virtue of the push•pull 
circuit. A driver stage, consisting of one f6 operated at 2f0 volts on the plate, 
will drive two 4f's in push•pull (fixed•bias or self•bias) to the stated output values. 
A step-down interstage transformer of suitable design is required. 

A family of plate characteristic curves is given on page 143. 
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RCA-46 

DUAL-GRID POWER 
AMPLIFIER 

The 46 is a double,grid power, 
amplifier tube recommended especial, 
ly for service in Class B amplifier 
circuits of suitable design .. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.).............. 2.5' 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • • • • • • • . . . • • • • . • • • • . . . . • . . l. 7 S' 

Volts 
Amperes 

S,17 BULB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.• 
BASE ••••.•.••••••.•••••..•.•.......•.••••••••••••.. Medium S', Pin 

As Class B Amplifier 
(Grid No. I and No. 2 connected together at socket) 

PLATE VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . . • . . . . • • . • . • . 400 max. 
PEAK PLATE CURRENT. • • • • • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 max. 
AVERAGE PLATE DISSIPATION..................... 10 max. 
TYPICAL OPERATION (2 tubes) 

Values are for two tubes. 
Plate Voltage • • • .. .. .. . .. • • • • • • .. .. .. 300 400 
Grid Voltage • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • O 0 
Zero,Signal Plate Current. • • . • • • • • . • • • • . 8 12 
Effective Load Resistance (Plate•to•plate).. S200 5800 
Power Output (Approximate) •••••••••• , 16* 20t 

• With average power input of 9f0 milliwatts appUed between grids. 
t With average power input of 6f0 milliwatts applied between grids. 

As Class A1 Amplifier 
(Grid No. 2 connected to plate at aoclcet) 

PLATE VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 25'0 max. 
GRID VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • -33 
PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 22 
PLATE RESISTANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2380 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ,..6 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •••••••.•••••• , ••••• , • , •• , , , 235'0 
LOAD RESISTANCE (For max. undistorted power)tt... 6400 
UNDISTORTED POWER OUTPUT ••••• •:•............ 1.25' 

Volts 
Milliamperes 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
Ohms 
Watts 

tt Approximately twice this value is recommended for load of this tube as driver for Class B ataie, 

INSTALLATION 
The base pins of the 46 fit the standard five-contact socket which may be 

installed to hold the tube either in a vertical or in a horizontal position. For 
horizontal operation, the socket should be positioned with the filament•pin openings 
one vertically above the other. Sufficient ventilation should be provided around the 
tube to prevent overheating. 

The filament is designed to operate at 2. S' volts. The transformer winding 
supplying the filament circuit should operate the filament at this recommended value 
for full,load operating conditions at average line voltage. The filament wiring 
should, insofar as possible, be isolated from the input circuit of the driver stage in 
order to avoid the possibility of hum caused by electrostatic induction from this 
wiring. 

The grid, and the plate•retum lead for the Class B stage should be connected 
to the mid,tap of the filament winding or to the center,tap of a 20,ohm resistor 
across the winding. The grid, and plate,return for the driver stage should be made 
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R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

to . a variable center-tapped resistor across the filament supply for· minimum hum 
adJustment. The use of a push-pull driver stage with either equi•potential or 
filam_ent-type tubes will reduce hum resulting from the filament supply, but is 
required only in special applications, 

APPLICATION 
In Class B audio power-amplifier service, the 46 is recommended because the 

two grids in the tube are connected together and, thus, the signal voltage is applied 
~o ~oth simultaneously. Consideration of general Class B amplifier. design features 
1s given on page 20. 

For Class A1 operation of the 46, the grid adjacent to the plate is connected 
to the plate. The intended application of the 46 as a Class A amplifier is for driving 
two 46's in a Class B amplifier circuit. The tube has been constructed for this dual 
service in order to reduce the number of tube types necessary in a receiver. The 
tabulated values for Class A operation of this type, as given under CHARACTER, 
ISTICS, are for its operation as a power output tube. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
CLASS 8 OPERATION 

I T / --------TYPE 46 0 ' t< i:,-t!l0.. 
~ £r"2.4 VOLTS o.c. .,. ... , .:.af~--·~wc.P._...110,=-~~~-.!_-_--+------l--+--+---+----t 
~ ,r..1----1----1----+-o•,.- e..----
~ ,.,,, ~;--· 
::l ~ ' ~' ~" 

-
:; I ,, ..-•<?- ---· -
' I , ·- --•- ----
g~.~-~-+-*~~-~'4-~~~~~9-~-••-•+-~-~--r-~-+-7 
0 /,' ~-

~ ••JI./ 
b 1-- .V)i 
a:. ,., ,_ 

~-A •• ii~'(,....·•$.. 
~ ,111. ,,, '•Jr +20 • ____ ..... 

;, :,:-11 •·"-t'cio2•·eff'-!=::l:=--i--r-..::::i=====t=~=f==-f-=--~~-f;:~~ 'i;;' 5;;m-----1---+-,11.11,t:.>;'~~ ?1 
~ I_.),::--•• "-. +1!1 -•• /Ec1"° 
t , ,"<. .... ·- 10 .,,.....+15 

" 25 :t,.,· • -:-10 ··--·- J //"' +10 
0 r:- "•• · ·• ... .. -.~ .. ·::::.• · +5 .:.·:.--:. _____ _#_#Cc1 11+S ,":-."~· =~:::..~ ::---- ------ -..... ----· -

0 
0 40 80 120 180 200 240 

PL"TE VOLTS 
280 

OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 
CLASS 8 OPERATION 

320 

TYPE 46 
tf:2.5 VOLTS A.C. 

••t--+---+--t---i--1--+---+--+--+--J-

360 -400 440 400 
92C•4170 

IJ 

12 
INPUT•C~~ ~~~f,,ggcGi~o VOLTS=-33 ~ 
OUTPUT-CLASS B-TWO TYPE 48 

PLATE VOLTS"300 GRID 1/0LTS=O fi 
.,, INPUT TRANSFORMER VOLTM:E R1.r101';:'~ic~2.2 11. 

I: 10 INPUT TRANSFORMER PEAK POWER CFT.,.79'• I+----•. -l---+----1---1----1----'IIOO ::l 
f OUTPUT LOAO,PLATE ~p~::: 11 3500 OHMS ~ 

~ i 8 1-+----1--,;<+---1--~--4-----1----t,ao ~ 
~ ~ 3 
~.i~ 6 •;-:;.+--J---160 ! 
18i4t--+---+--+--i---1--+-----.,4--.=al,.,~-+--J--l---1---+---14o~ 
::I 
~ ~ 
14 2 IJ 
J ~~ 

~ L-l:::::t;~~::::4d=::±==t:::j::jCC.LLJt f! O O O 10 12 14 16 Ill 20 22 O b 
DRIVER SIGNAL VOLTS (RMS) e 92C·4168A2 
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RCA-47 

) POWER-AMPLIFIER 
;r " PENTODE 

lJ• / I .The 47 is a power•ampli6er pen• _J tode for use in the audio output stage 
of a•c receivers. In comparison with 
three-electrode Class A power ampli• 
fiers of the same plate dissipation. the 

47 is capable of ireater output with the additional feature of higher amplification. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.).............. 2.5 
FILAMENT Ct.JRRBNT • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • 1. 7 S' 
PLATE VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . 2S'O max. 

Volts 
Amperes 
Volts 

ScREEN VOLTAGE • • • • • . • . . • • • . • . • . • • . . • • • • . • . • • 2S'O max. Volts 
GRID VOLTAGE* • • • • • . • • . . . • • . • • • • . . • • . • . • • . . • • -16.J 
PLATE Ct.JRRBNT • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • 31 
ScRBEN CURRENT • • . . • . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • .• • • . • • • • 6 
PLATE RESISTANCE • • • • . • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • 60000 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 JO 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 JOO 
loAD RESISTANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • 7000 
SELP•BIAS RESISTOR • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 4JO 
POWER OUTPUT (6% total harmonic distortion)..... 2.7 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1.2 
INPUT CAPACITANCE •• : • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 8.6 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • 13.0 
BULB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BASE ••••••••••••••••••• : ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 

• H filament is operated on d•c, grid blu ahould be -U.3 volte. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Volts 
Milliamperea 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watts 
pµf 
µµf 
µpf 

ST,16 
Medium ,-,pin 

The base pins of the 47 fit the standard 6.ve•contact socket which should be 
installed preferably to hold the tube in a vertical position. If it is necessary to place 
the tube in a horizontal position, the socket should be mounted with its 6.lament•pin 
openings one vertically above the other. Sufficient ventilation should be provided 
around the tube to prevent overheating. 

For the power amplifier stage of radio receivers, the 47 is recommended either 
singly or in push•pull combination. More than one audio stage preceding the 47 
ia undesirable because of the possibility of microphonic disturbances resulting from 
the high level of amplification. 

Any conventional type of input coupling may be used, provided the resistance 
added to the grid circuit by this device is not too high. Transformer or impedance• 
coupling devices are preferable. If resistance coupling is used, the d•c resistance in 
the grid circuit should not exceed 0. S' megohm with self•bias. or JOOOO ohms with 
fixed bias. 

The blue glow which frequently appears on the inner surface of the 47 bulb 
is due to fluorescence caused by stray electrons from the filament which strike the 
interior of the getter•coated bulb. 'This Jlucrrescence is a natural effect and is in no 
manner an indication of the performance of the tube. 

A family of plate characteristic curves is given at the bottom of page 138. 
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RCA-48 

POWER-AMPLIFIER 
TETRODE 

The 48 is a power-amplifier tetrode 
which has pentode characteristics 
when operated at the recommended 
screen and plate voltage. It is for 
use in the audio-output stage of 

receivers designed to operate from 11 S' •volt d,c power lines. The 48 is exceptional 
m its ability to deliver power at the low plate and screen voltage obtainable in such 
service. 

The large power-delivering ability of the 48 is made practical by the unique 
features of its electrical and structural design. Among these are the big cathode 
with its large emitting surface, the control-grid structure with its heat raqiator, and 
the plate with a rib structure fastened to its inner surface. The rib structure serves 
to suppress the effects of secondary emission which limit the power output of 
four-electrode screen grid. types. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (D. C.)... • • • • • • . • . . • . . • • • . • • . 30 
HEATER CURRENT . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • 0.4 
BULB •••••..••••••••••••••••••.••••.•.•••••••••••••• 
BASE •...•••••••••••••..••••••..•..•••.••••••.•••••. 

As Single-Tube Class A Amplifier 

Volta 
Ampere 

ST,16 
Medium 6• Pin 

Triode Connection 
er etrode Connection Screen .tied to plate 

PLATE VOLTAGE • • • • . • • • • • • . 96 125' max. 80 12S' max. Volts 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) 96 100 max. - Volts 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1).. -19 -20 -20 -32.S' Volts 
PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • . S'2 S'6 31 S'1 Milliamperes 
ScREEN CURRENT • • • • • • • • . • 9 9. S' Milliamperea 
PLATE RBSISTANCB • • . • . • • • Subject to consid• 760 67, Ohms 
AMPLIPICATION FACTOR . • • . erable variation. 2.S' 2.f 
TRANSCONDUCTANCB • • • . • • • . 3800 3900 3300 3700 
loAD RESISTANCE • • • • • • . • • . 1 S'O0 1500 
SELP,BIAs RESISTOR • • • • • . • . . 310 310 
POWER OUTPUT* • • • • • • • • . • • 2 2. S' 

• 9% total harmonic diatortion. 

As Push-Pull Class A Amplifier 

Values are for two tubes 

Micromhoa 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watts 

() Tetrode er node Connection 
Connection Screen tied to plate 

PLATE VOLTAGE • • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . . • • . • 12S' max. 12S' max. Volta 
ScREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2)........... 100 max. Volta 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1).............. -20 -32.S' Volta 
ZERO•SIGNAL PLATE CURRENT. • . • • • • • . • . . • 100 100 Milliamperea 
LOAD RESISTANCE (Plate•to-Plate) ••••.•.•.. 3000 12S'0 Ohms 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION. • . • . • . . . . . • . 9 2 Per cent 
POWER OUTPUT • • . • • • • • . . • . • • . . • . . . . . . . 5 3 Watts 
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INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 48 fit the standard six-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube either in a vertical or in a horizontal position. For 
horizontal operation, the socket should be positioned with the plate•pin opening at "" 
the top and the cathode•pin opening at the bottom, or vice versa. Sufficient 
ventilation should be provided around the tube to prevent overheating. 

The heater of the 48 is designed to operate at approximately 30 volts d. c. 
Due to the heater-cathode design, the heater voltage may range between 26 and 34 o 
volts during line•voltage fluctuations without greatly affecting the performance or 
serviceability of the tube. 

In a series-heater circuit employing several 6.3•volt types and one or more 48's, 
the heaters of the 48's should be placed on the positive side of the line. Further· 
more, since the 6.3•volt types have 0.3•ampere heaters, a bleeder circuit across these 
heaters is required to take care of the additional 0.l•ampere heater current of the 
48. Each 6.3•volt tube in the series circuit should, therefore, be shunted by a 
bleeder resistance of 63 ohms. 

The cathode circuit in d•c receivers is tied in either directly or through biasing 
resistors to the negative side of the heater circuit. The potential difference thus 
introduced between heater and cathode of the 48 should not exceed 90 volts, as 
measured between the negative heater terminal and the cathode. 

As a Single Class A power-amplifier tetrode the 48 should be operated aa 
shown under CHARACTERISTICS. 

Any conventional type of input coupling may be used, provided the resistance 
added to the grid circuit by this device is not too high. Transformer or impedance· 
coupling devices are preferable. In any case, the d•c resistance in the grid circuit 
should not exceed 10000 ohms. 

AVERAC.E PLATE CHARACTERISTICS ,_ 
T\'PE 48 

!(.c.,~o 
Ef= 30 VOLTS 

SCREEN VOLTS= 96 - /; ~ 
20 I~ -!, 
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RCA-49 

DUAL-GRID POWER 
AMPLIFIER 

The 49 is a double-grid power• 
amplifier tube designed for use in 
battery-operated- receivers employing 
2•volt tubes. In such service, it may 
be used either as a Class B output 

G1 

p~_:_ -~ ---
1 5 

f" f" 

tube or, by a change in socket connections, as a Class A driver tube. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.)..................... 2.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT . . . • . . . • . . . . • • • • . . • • • • • . • • • 0.12 
BULB •••••••••....•.......••••.•.........•....••.••. 
BASE •.....••.•.•.•...••.•••••••.•....••.••••••••.•• 

As Class B Power Amplifier 
(Grids No. 1 and No. 2 connected together at socket) 

· Volts 
Ampere 

ST,14 
Medium 5, Pin 

PLATE VOLTAGE ••••••••••••••••••.•••••..•.••• 
PEAK PLATE CURRENT .......................... . 

180 max. 
50 max. 

Volts 
Milliamperes 

TYPICAL OPERATION (2 tubes) 

Values are for two tubes. 

Plate Voltage • • • • • • . . . • . . • • • • • • . • • • • • 13 5 
Grid Voltage • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . O 
Zero-Signal Plate Current. . . . . . • • . • . . • . . 2.6 
Effective Load Resistance (Plate•to•plate).. 8000 
Power Output Approximate. . . • • • • . . . . . . 2.3 

180 
0 
4 

12000 
3.5 

As Driver-Class A1 Amplifier 
(Grid No. 2 connected to plate at socket) 

PLATE VOLTAGE • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . • • • • • • • • • . • • . . 135 max. 
GRID VOLTAGE • • . . . . . • • • . • . . . • • • • • . . . . . . • . . . • . -20 
PLATE CURRENT ; . . • . . . • . . . . • . • . • • • • • . . • • . • • . • 6.0 
PLATE RESISTANCE . • . • . • . . • . . . • • • • • . • • • . . . . • . • 4175 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . . . • . • • . . . • • . . . • • . . . . . • . 4.7 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . . . . . • • . • • • • . • . • . . • . . . . . 1125 Micromhos 
LOAD RESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . . • . • • • . • . . . . . . • . . . . . 11000* Ohms 
POWER OUTPUT (Approximate).................. 0.170 Watt 

• Approximately twice this value is recommended for load of this tube as driver for Class B sta~. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 49 fit the standard five-contact socket which should be 
installed to hold the tube in a vertical position. In some cases, cushioning of the 
socket may be found desirable. For filament operation, refer to INSTALLATION 
on type 1A6. Refer to APPLICATION for type 46. Plate characteristics curves 
are given on the folJowing page. 
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R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISllCS 
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AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
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RCA-50 

POWER AMPLIFIER 
The 50 is a power-amplifier tube 

designed for use primarily in the 
output stage of an audio-frequency 
amplifier employing transformer coup
ling. It is capable of deUvering 
large undistorted power. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

flLAMl!NT VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C. )..... ... . • • . • • • 7.5 
f ILAMENT CURRENT • • • • • • • • . • . • • • . . . • . • . • • • . . • 1.25 

P~C 

~ r F 

PLATE VOLTAGE .. . .. .. .. .. .. • . .. . 350 400 450 max. 

Volts 
.Amperes 
Volts 

GRID VOLTAGE* . . • . • • • • • • • . • • . . . • -63 -70 -84 
PLATE CURRENT • • . • . . . . . • . . • . • . • 45 55 55 
PLATE RESISTANCE . • . . . . • • • . . • . . • 1900 1800 1800 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR • . • . . . • . . . . 3.8 3.8 3.8 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE • . • . . . . . . . . . • . 2000 2100 2100 
LOAD RESISTANCE . . • . • . . . . • . . . • . . 4100 3670 4350 
S ELF-BIAS RESISTOR . .............. 1400 1275 1530 
U NDISTORTED P OWER O UTPUT . . . • . . 2.4 3.4 4.6 
BULB . .....•.•....••...•..•.•.....•...••. . . • .• . •... . 

Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watts 

ST-19 
BAS!! .......•..•..•...•. . .•..••...• . ...•....... . •. Medium 4-Pin Bayonet 

• M easured from mid•point of a•c operated filament. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Refer to INSTALLATION and APPLICATION on type 10. Any conven
tional type of input coupling may be used provided the resistance added to the grid 
circuit by this device does not exceed 10000 ohms. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 

lYPE 50 
E "f' : 7.S VOLTS O.C. 

12 

,o f <, , .,_ It 

J ~ i 
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I / I / / "' t ,,o, 
0 

V 7 - 7 - / V / " 
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RCA-53 

CLASS B TWIN 
AMPLIFIER 

The 53 is a heaLer•caLhode type 
of tube combining in one bulb two 
high-mu triodes designed for Class B 
operation. lt is intended primarily 

K 

H 

for use in Lhe output stage of a-c 
operated radio receivers. The triode units have separate external ternunals for all 
electrodes except the cathodes and heaters, so that circuit design is similar to that 
of C lass B amplifiers utilizing individual Lubes in Lhe output stage. T he 53 may 
be used as a Class A 1 amplifier (with triode uniL, connected in parallel) to drive 
a 53 as a Class B amplifier in the output stage. 

CHA RACTERISTICS 

HEATER VoJ.TAGE (A. C. or D. C.). ... . .......... 2.5 
HeA1 ER CuRR!!NT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . • . • 2.0 
BULB . .... . ...... . .......•.•.•.•........... . ....... . 
BASE ••.•...........•....•...............•...• . ..... 

Other charncte:-istics o f this type are the same :is for type 6N7. 

INSTALLATION 

Volts 
A mpere, 

ST-1 -l 
M edium 7-Pin 

The base pins of the 53 fir the seven-contact (0.855 inch pin-circle diameter) 
socket which may be installed to hold the tube in any position. Sufficient ventilation a 
should be provided to circulate air freely around the rube to prevent overheating. 

For h eater operation and cathode connection, refer to type 2A 5. 

APPLICATION 

For APPLICATION refer to type 6N7. Additional curves are shown under 
types 6A6 and 6N7. 

I I 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTER1511C5 
EACH lRIOOE UNfT-CLAS.$ 8 OPCR.-.llON 

TYP£S:6A6,6N7,53 

p ¥ 
a• ,o_ - "" V v .... ? 'o/ ./ 
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~ l-:t: I---....... 

,.?$ -=:-: ~ -- 0 0 

'f>' ~ .r:?=: , .. - ~ ~ ~?; - 1~ 
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RCA-55 

DUPLEX-DIODE TRIODE 
The 5 5 is an a•c heater type of 

tube consisting of two diodes and a 
triode in a single bulb. It is recom• 
mended for service as a combined 
detector, amplifier and automatic
volume•control tube. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 2.5 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1.0 
BULB .............•................................. 
CAP ............................................... . 
BASE ••..•.........•••••.•.....••........•..•.•..... 

Other characteristic, of tbia type are the same 111 for type 85. 

Diode Units 

P~c,2 ,_??: 
T 

Pr(E K 

6 

H H 

Volts 
Ampere 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 6•Pin 

Two diode plates are placed around a cathode, the sleeve of which is common 
co the triode unit. Each diode plate has its own base pin. Operation curves for 
the diode units are given under type 6B7. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the H fit the standard six-contact socket, which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. For heater operation and cathode 
connection, refer to INSTALLATION under type 2A5. Complete shielding of 
detector circuits employing the 5 5 is generally necessary to prevent r•f or i-f 
coupling between the diode circuits and the circuits of other stages. 

For APPLICATION, refer to type 85, and to the chart of the Resistance• 
Coupled Amplifier Section. Circuits using the H are given under ~pe 85. 

AVE:RAGE PLATE CHARACTE:RISTIC.S 
TRIODE: UNIT 

40 
92C- !1197 
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RCA 56 

SUPER-TRIODE AMPLIFIER 
DETECTOR 

The 56 is a th ree-electrode tube of 
the heater-cathode type recommended 
for use as detector, amplifier, or oscil-
lator in a•c receivers designed for it. 
This tube is characterized by its high 

mutual condt.ctance, and its comparatively high amplification 
useful in rcsi51.1nce•coupled audio- frequency amplifiers. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOL TAG. , '\. C . or D. C. ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.5 
HEATER CURREN"• . . ... ..... . ......... , ... , . 1.0 

factor. The 5 6 is 

PLATE VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 250 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 

GRID VOLTAGE* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -5 -13.5 
PLATE CURRENT • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.5 5 
PLATE RESISTANCE .. . ... . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 12000 9500 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.8 13 .8 
T RANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 50 14 50 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANC!: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.2 
GRID•CATliODE CAPACITAN!'l! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 3.2 
PLATE-CATHODE CAPACITAN, ·E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.2 
BULB ................... ... .. . . ... ... . ........... . . 
B11sr. . .. ...... •... . ....... . . .......... . . · .•• · · · • • • • 

Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 
ST -12 

Small 5-Pin 
• It a grid•couphni: rcsiaror ia used , ita maximum val 1r ehould not exceed 1.0 megohm. 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 5 6 fit the standard five•conta.:t socket which may be 
installed to hold t he tube in any position. 

The bulb of thi, cube w1!) become very hot under certain condition& of 
operation. Sufficient ventilation should be provided to prevent overheating. 

The h eater is designed to operate at 2. 5 volts. The transformer winding 
supplying the heater circuit should be designed to operate the heater at this 
recommended value for full -load operatmg conditions at average line voltage . 

The cathode should preferably be connected directly to a mid·tap on t h~ 
beater winding or to a center-tapped resistor across the heater winding. If chis 
practice is not followed , the potential difference should be kept as low as possible. 

APPLICATION 

As an amplifier, the 56 is applicable either to radio-frequency or audio· 
frequency circuits. Recommended operating conditions for service using transformer 
coupling are given under CHARACTERI STICS. For operation as a resistance• 
coupled amplifier, refer to the Resistance-Coupled Amplifier Section. 

As a detector, the 56 may be of the grid leak and condenser or grid-bias type. 
T he plate voltage for the grid leak and condenser method should be about 4 5 volts 
A grid leak of from 1 to 5 megohms with a grid condenser of 0.00025 µf is 
,satisfactory. For the grid-bias method of detection, a plate-supply voltage of 250 
volts may be used together with a negative grid-bias voltage of approximately 20 
v olts. The plate current should be adjusted to 0.2 milliampere, with no input signal 
voltage. The grid-bias voltage may be supplied from the voltage drop in a resistor 
between cathode and ground. The value of this self-bias resistor is not critical, 
30000 to 150000 ohms being suitable. The higher value will permit the application 
of a larger input signal. 

A plate family for this type is given under type 76. 
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RCA-57 

TRIPLE-GRID DETECTOR 
AMPLIFIER 

The 57 is a triple-grid tube rec· 
ommended especially for service as a 
biased detector in a•c receivers de
signed for its characteristics. The 57 
is constructed with an internal shield 
connected to the cathode within the 
tube. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

H EATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)........ . . . . . . . 2.5 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.0 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can) . . . . . . . 0.007 max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 

Volts 
Ampere 
µµf 
µµf 

OUTPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6. 5 
BULB ......... ... .... .. .. . ..... . ... . ............... . 
CAP .......... . . . ...... ........... . ..... . . ......... . 
BASE ..... .. ...... . ........... . .. . ... . . .. . .. . . ... .. . 

Other chnrncteristics o ( this type nre the 1nme as for type 6J7. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

µµf 
ST-12 

Small Metal 
Small 6-Pin 

The base pins of the 57 fit the standard six-contact socket which may b, 
installed to hold the tube in any p osition. For h eater operation and cathode 
connection, refer to I NSTALLATION fo r type 2A5. 

For screen voltage and shielding requirements, see I NSTALLATION on 
type 6C6. 

Refer to APPLICATION on type 6J7. The curve shown under 6J7 also 
applies to the 'i7. 

... 
< 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 001, -,---.------,rr--.--.---.--.---.--...::.-..:..:...,...._~ ____ _ 

;t 
20,f-- H__;f+-l-f--l'---lr-:l,---A-- ,f-l-.~-l---/--1-,/~-1.L-1..1-
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RCA-58 

TRIPLE-GRID SUPER
CONTROL AMPLIFIER 

cnaractenst1cs. 
cathode within 

The ;g is a triple-grid super· 
control amplifier tube recommended 
especially for service in the radio· 
frequency and intermediate-frequency 
stages of a•c receivers designed for its 

The 5 8 is constructed with an internal shield 
the tube. 

connected to the 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C .).. . . • • .•.. •.. . . 2.5 
HEATER CURRENT • • . . . • . . • • • . • • • . . • • • . • • • • . . . • 1.0 
GRID•PLATE CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . • • . • . • . • . . . . • 0.007 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
µµf 

INPUT CAPACITANCE • • • . . • • . • . . . • . . . . . . . • . • . . . • 4.7 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE • • . . • . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . • • . . 6.3 
BULB • ..•.•.•....•..•......••... . ••...............•. 
CAP ................. . . .... . ....... ............. . .. . 
BASE •••..•••..••••••••..••••. • •••.... .•.. .•........ 

µµf 
µµ{ 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 6-Pin 

Other charnctcristics of thi, type arc the same R5 for type 606. The curve shown under 
the 606 nlso nppliu lo the 58, 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the 58 fit the standard six-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. For heater operation and cathode 
connection, refer to INSTALLATION for type 2A5. 

For control-grid bias variation, screen voltage, and suppressor connection, refer 
to INSTALLATION on type 6K7. Shielding requirements are similar to those 
for type 6C6. Refe r to APPLICATION on type 6K7. 

AVERAGE PLA1E CHARAC1ERl5TtC5 
• 

I 
TYPt 58 TYPC606 

t ,f :::2 .~ VOLT.S. C,f :6.3 VOLTS 
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/ 
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,r 
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PLAT[ VOLT.5 
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RCA-59 

TRIPLE-GRID POWER 
AMPLIFIER 

The 59 is a triple,grid power· 
amplifier tube of the heater-cathode 
type for use in the output stage of 
a•c operated receivers. The triple, 

~

:I G3 

3 . S 

p 2 ••• 6 K 

I 7 

H H 

grid construction of this tube, with 
external connections for each grid, makes possible its application as ( 1) a Class A 
Power-Amplifier Triode, (2) a Class A Power-Output Pentode, and (3) a Class B 
Power-Output Triode. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 2.S' 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • . • • 2.0 
BULB •••••.•..••••.•••••.••••.•••••••••••••••••••••. 
BASE .••..•...........•....•...••..••........•.•.... 

Volts 
Amperes 

ST,16 
Medium 7,Pin 

As Class A1 Power Amplifier 

PLATE VOLTAGE ..•.••••••••••••••.....• 
'T'riode 0 Pentode 0 0 

250 max. 250 max. 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) •••........ 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1) •...•.•.••.... 
PLATE CURRENT ••••••••••••••••••.•••• 
SCREEN CURRENT •••••••••••••••••••••• 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR •••••••••• , •• , ••• 
PLATE RESISTANCE •••••••••••••••...... 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ••••••••••••••.•.... 
LOAD RESISTANCE ••••••••••••••••.....• 
SELF-BIAS RESISTOR •••••••••••••••...... 
PO\VER OUTPUT • .•••••••••••••••••...... 

-28 
26 

. 6 
2300 
2600 
5000* 
1080 
1.25 

250 max. 
-18 

H 
9 

100 
40000 

2500 
6000 

410 
3t 

As Class B Power Amplifier-Triode Connection 
t Grids No. 1 and No. 2 tied together; grid No. 3 tied to plate) 

PLATE VOLTAGE •...•.•.••••.•.••••••••••.••.•• 
PEAK PLATE CURRENT .•••••••••••••...••...•••• 
AVERAGE PLATE DISSIPATION •••••••••••••• , •••••• 
AVERAGE GRID DISSIPATION (Grids No. 1 and No. 2) 
TYPICAL OPERATION (2 tubes) 

Values are for two tubes. 

Plate Voltage . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • • • • • . • . . . 300 
Grid Voltage • . . • . • • • . • • • • • • • . • • . • • • . 0 
Zero•Signal Plate Current • . . • • • • • • • • • • • 20 
Effective Load Resistance (Plate•to•plate).. 4600 
Power Output, Approximate. . . . • • • . • • . • 15 

400 max. 
200 max. 

10 max. 
l.~max. 

400 
0 

26 
6000 

20 
0 Grids No. 2 and No. 3 tied to plate; grid No. I is control grid. 

00 Grid No. 3 tied to cathode; grid No. 1 is control grid; grid No. 2 ie screen. 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 

Ohms 
Micromhos 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watts 

Volts 
Milliamperes 
Watts 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 
Watts 

• Optimum for maximum undistorted power output of 1.H watts. Approximately twice this value 
is recommended for load of this type . as driver for Class B stage. 

t 7% total harmonic distortion. 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

INSTALLATION 
The base pins of the 59 fit the seven-contact (0.855-inch pin-circle diameter) 

socket which may he installed to hold the tube in any position. 
The bulb of this tube may become very hot under certain conditions of 

operation. Sufficient ventilation, therefore, should he provided to prevent over•· 
heating. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to INSTALLATION for 
type 2A5. 

APPLICATION 
For Cass A1 Triode Operation of the 59, the two grids (No. 2 and No. 3) 

immediately adjacent to the plate are connected to the plate, while the third (No. 1) 
is employed for control purposes. Operation of the tube is then similar to any 
Class A power•amplifier triode. The tabulated values for Class A operation of this. 
type as given under CHARACTERISTICS, are for its operation as a power-output 
tube. When it is used as the driver for a Class B stag_e, the load requirements are 
changed, as indicated in the note under CHARACTERISTICS. This change is 
recommended in order to minimize distortion due to the driver stage. 

The d•c resistance in the grid circuit of the 59, operating as a Class A amplifier 
(either with triode or pentode connection)· should not exceed 0.5 megohm if self•biaa 
is used. Without self •bias, the resistance should not exceed 10000 ohms. The use 
of resistances higher than these may cause the tube to lose bias due to grid current, 
with the result· that the plate current will rise to a value sufficiently high to damage 
the tube. 

For Oass A 1 Pentode Operation of the 59, the grid (No. 3) adjacent to the 
plate is tied to the cathode and thus serves as the suppressor, while the other two 
grids (No. 2 and No. 1) serve as the screen grid and control grid respectively. 
Operation of the tube is then similar to any Class A power•output pentode. 

For either method of Class A operation, the self•bias resistor should be shunted 
by a suitable filter network to avoid degenerative effects at low audio frequencies. 
The use of the two 59's in push•pull eliminates the necessity for shunting the 
resistor. The value of the self-bias resistor required for two tubes in the same stage 
is approximately one•half that for a single tube •. 

For Oass B Triode Operation of the 59, the grid (No. 3) adjacent to the 
plate is tied to the plate, while the other grids (No. 1 and No. 2) are connected 
together to serve as a single control•grid. No grid bias is necessary with this 
connection. This feature is particularly important because it prevents the variation 
of bias with applied signal which would otherwise exist if any self ,bias arrangement 
were employed. A discussion of Class B design features is given on page 20. 

~ 
0 

TYPE 59 
t,:::2,5 VOi.TS 

a: 75 HAlf--l~~:;..---4---1---l---~-'- :14=,_,..-~L----,...---,-__;~~ 
0 

240 320 
PLATE VOLTS(tbl 92C•5200. 
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RCA-71-A 

POWER AMPLIFIER 
The 71•A is a power•amplifier tube 

of low•output impedance for use in 
the output stage of audio-frequency 
amplifiers. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.).............. 5.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . . . . • • . . . . . . . 0.25 
PLATE VOLTAGE • . • • . • • • • . • . • • • • • • 90 135 180 max. 
GRID VOLTAGE* • . . . . • . • . . • • • . • • • • -16.5 -27 -40.5 
PLATE CURRENT . • . . . • • • • • . • • • • • • 10 17.3 20 
PLATE RESISTANCE ••...••••••••• , 2170 1820 1750 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

AMPLIFICATION FACTOR • . • • • • • • • • • 3 3 3 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE • • • . • • • • • • . • • • 1400 1650 1700 Micromhos 
LOAD RESISTANCE . • . •.. . . • • • • • • • • • 3000 3000 4800 Ohms 
SELF•BIAS RESISTOR . • . • • . • • . • • • • • . 1600 1700 2150 Ohms 
UNDISTORTED POWER OUTPUT .••••• 0.125 0.4 0.79 Watt 
GRID•PLATE CAPACITANCE ••••••••••• , • • • • • • • • • • 7. 5 µp.f 
GRID•FJLAMENT CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3.2 µµf 
PLATE•FILAMENT CAPACITANCE •••••••••••• , • • • • • 2.9 µp.f 
BULB • • . . . • • . . . • • • • • • . . • • . • . • . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • ST-14 
BASE .........•.•..•.....•.•••••••...•••.•..••••.• Medium 4· Pin Bayonet 

• For operation on a•c filament supply, increase grid-bias voltage 2.; volts. The d,c resistance 
in the grid circuit should not exceed O. 5 megohm. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 
The base pins of this tube fit the standard four•contact socket which should 

be installed to hold the tube in a vertical position. 
The coated filament of the 71•A may be operated from a storage battery or 

from the a•c line through a step•down transformer. For operation of this tube from 
a storage battery, a fixed or variable resistor of suitable value is required to reduce 
the battery voltage to 5 .0 volts across the filament terminals at the socket. 

Operating conditions are given under CHARACTERISTICS for the use of 
this tube in the power output stage. 

An output device should be used to transfer power to the winding of the 
reproducing unit. 

AVERAGE PLATE CHARACTERISTCS 
ao---.--.---~-=--~~=-r,....:....-r--"'T'""""-.---i---r--,--,---, 

TYPE 71-A 

,oL..:E f:._=~~~O-VOL-ITS_D._:C.4-_-l--+--l--~--+--+--+--t---+--+----1 
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RCA-75 

DUPLEX-DIODE 
i HIGH-MU TRIODE 
'N 
.r 

The 7 5 is a heater type of tube 
consisting of two diodes and a high• 
mu triode in a single bulb. It is for 
use as a combined detector, amplifier, 
and automatic•volume·control tube in 

a·c receivers designed for its characteristics. For diode-detector 
to page 26. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

H EATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D . C.). . ... . . .. ... .. . 6.3 
HEATCR CURRENT . . . . • . . • . . . • . • • • • . . . . . . . • . . . . 0.3 
GRID•TRIODE·PLATE CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . 1.7 
GRID-CATHODE CAPACITANCE . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.7 
TRIODI! PLATE•CATHODE CAPACITANCE.... . .. . . . ... 3.8 
B ULB •..•. •• . • •. •.. •. . • . . .. . . .••.•..... . ..... •. . •... 
CAP . ... . .. . . . . .• .• ..... .. . . .. . ... • . •.•... . .. .. .. . .. 
BASE . . . • ...•. . ... .• •. .. . .. • . . ..... . .. .. . .. • . .•. . .•• 

Triode Unit-As Class A1 Amplifier 

considerations, refer 

Volts 
Ampere 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 

ST, 12 
Small Metal 
Small 6-Pin 

PLATE VOLTAGE .•.. . . . ...•....••• .. . • .. • .•. • •. 
GRID VOLTAGE •. ••.... •. • •.•. •• .• . .• • •. . •....• 

2;o max. 
-2 

Volts 
Volts 

AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . • .. . . . •• . • . ... . . . •••••. 
PLATE RESISTANCE •. . •••.•.• . • • .• . . . .... . .•. . . 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE ••.••. • . . •.•. , .. . .•.. • •• .. . 
PLATE CURRENT •.•• . •.. . •....• •.. .. . .....•..• 

Diode Units 

100 
91000 

1100 
0.8 

Ohms 
Micromhos 
Milliampere 

The two diode plates are placed around a cathode, the sleeve of which is 
common to the triode unit. Each diode plate has its own base pin. Operation 
curves for t he diode units are given under type 6B7. 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins o f the 75 fit the standard six-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. 

H eater operation and cathode connection are the same as for the type 6A8. 

A PPLICATION 

The 75 in many respects is similar in application to the 6Q7. The outstanding 
n difference, however, is that the 75 has a high-mu t riode. For this reason, the tube 

is recommended for use only in resistance-coupled circuits. Furthermore, diode· 
biasing of the t riode unit is not suitable because of the probability of triode 
plate-cu rrent cut-off, even with relatively small signal voltages applied to the diod e 
circuit. 

As an amplifier in resistance-coupled a•f circuits, the 75 may be operat ed under 
the conditions given in the Resistance-Coupled Amplifier Section. A family of 
average plate characteristic curves applicable to this type will be found under 
type 2A6. 
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RCA-76 

SUPER-TRIODE AMPLIFIER 
DETECTOR 

The 76 is a three-electrode tube of 
the heater-cathode type recommended 
fo r use as det ector, amplifier, or oscil
lator with either a•c or d-c heater 
supply. T his tube is characterized by 

its high ruutual conductance and its comparatively high amplication 
is useful in resistance-coupled audio-frequency amplifiers. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

H EAT ER VOLTAGE (A. C . or D. C.) . • . • . . . . . • . . • • 6.3 
H EATER CURRENT • . . . . . • • . . . . • . . . • . • • • • • . • • • 0 .3 
P LATE VOLTAGE . • • • • . . . . • • . . . • . • . . . . . 100 250 max. 
G RID VOLTAGE* .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. - 5 -13.5 
PLATE CURRENT . . . • . • . . . • . . • • . . • . . • . . 2.5 5 
PLATE RESISTANCE . • • • . . • . • . • . • • • . . . . . I 2000 9500 
A MP LIFICATION FACTOR . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . • 13 .8 13.8 
T RANSCONDUCTANCE .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1150 1450 
G RID-PLATE C APACITANCE • • . . . . • • . . . . . . • . • . • • • 2.8 
GRID-CAT HODE CAPACITANCE • . . . • • • • . . . . . • . . • • 3.5 
P LATE-CAT HODE C APACITANCE . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . • 2.5 
.BULB .••••.•... •. .• . . .•• . •. -•• . . . . .. . .. ..... . . .. .. • • 
BASE • .. . ... • ... . • .• .•.. . ...• . • . •. .. . • • . . . • . • . .. • . • 

factor. The 76 

Volt5 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperea 
O hms 

Micromhoa 
µ,µ,f 
µ,µ,f 
µ,µ,( 
ST -12 

Small 5-Pin 
• If ii grid•coupling resistor is used , ita maximum value should not exceed 1.0 megohm. 

INSTA LLATION AND APPLICATION 

T he base pins of the 76 fi t t he standard five-contact socket which may be 

• 

rnstalled to hold the tube in any position. For heater operation and cathode 
.connection, re fer to TNSTALLATION for type 6A8. Refer to APPLICATION " 
for the type 5 6 . 

AVERAGE PL.ATE CHARACTERISTICS 
I 

~ 
TYPC: 56 T YPE i6 

[ f: 2 . ~ VOLTS Cf : 6,l VOLTS 

,_ '/ .J 

IZ J 

!/ 7 ;'I 

I I I 1 ~ • 
/ I I/ ,f'/ I ") 

7 I P, 
I I I, ' / / J 

; II 

4 
j J ;i, 

I I V V I/ I 1/ I / 
I /~ V V 1/ / / ,~ ./ / . 

,O ,oo z JOO 400 ,oo ., 
PLATC VOLTS 92C-~IUR; 
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RCA-77 

TRIPLE-GRID DETECTOR 
AMPLIFIER 

The 77 is a triple-grid tube rec• 

oinmended especially for service as a 
biased detecto r in rad io receivers de· 
signed for its characteristics. In such 
service, this tube is capable of deliv• 

ering a large audio-frequency output voltage with relatively small input voltage. 

Other applications of the 77 include its use as a low-signal-input screen-grid amplifier 
tube and as an automatic-volume-control tube. · 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............ . .. 6.3 Volts 
Hl!ATER CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 Ampere 
PLATE VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 100 250 max. Volts 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2)........... 60 100 max. Volts 
GRID VOLTAGE* (Grid No. 1). . .......... . -l.5 -3 Volts 
SUPPRESSOR ( Grid No. 3) .•. .. .. . . ... • ... Connected to cathode at socket 
PLATE CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.7 2.3 Milliamperes 
SCREEN CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.4 0.5 Milliampere 
PLATE RESISTANCE (Approximate).... . . . . . 0.65 I. 5 Megohms 
AMPLl!'ICATION FACTOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715 I 500 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1100 12 50 
GRID VOLTAGE (Approximate)t............ -5.5 -7.5 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can) ....... 0.007 max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.7 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I l.0 

BULi! ... . ······································ . ... . 
CAP ......... ........... .... . ........... ......... .. . 
BASE .............................. . . .. .. .. .. .. . ... . 

• The d•c resistance in the grid circuit ebould not exceed 1.0 megohm. 
t Por cathode current cut•olT. 

INSTALLATION 

Micromhos 
Volts 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 6-Pin 

The base pins of the 77 fit the standard six-contact socket which may bl! 
installed to hold the tube in any position. For b eater operation and catbod& 
connection, refer to INSTALLATION under type 6A7. Shielding and screen 
voltage requirements are similar to those fo r the type 6C6. 

APPLICATION 

As a radio-frequency amplifier pcntode, the 77 may be used particularly in 
applications where the r•f signal applied to the grid is relatively low, that is, of the 
order of a few volts. In such cases either screen or control grid voltage (or both) 
may be varied to control the receiver volume. When larger signals are involved, a 
super-control amplifier tube should be employed to prevent the occurrence of 
excessive cross-mod ulation and modulation-distortion. R ecommended operating 
conditions for amplifier service arc given under CHARACTERI~TICS. 
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R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

As a biased detector, the 77 is particularly recommended because of its ability 
to deliver a large audio•frequency output voltage of good quality with a fairly small 
radio-frequency signal input. Recommended conditions for the 77 as a biased 
detector are as follows : 

PLATE SUPPLY• .. , ... , ..... .. .... ... ..... .. . ....... , . 100 250 
SCREEN VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 50 
GRID VOLT AGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . -2 -2 
CATHODE RESISTOR .... . .. .. .......... . ..... , . ... . .. 12500 moo 
SUPPRESSOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Connected to 
CATHODE CURRENT (No signal) ...................... 0.16 0.65 
PLATE RESISTOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 0.25 0.21 
BLOCKING CONDENSER......... .. . .. ........ ......... 0.01 o.o, 
GRID RESISTORt . . . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . .. 0.25 0.25 
R·P SIGNAL (RMS)•• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 1.88 1.18 

250 Volt& 
l00max.Volta 

-4.3 Volts 
10000 Ohms 

cathode .1t socket 
0.43 Milliampere 
0. 50 Megohm 
0.03 µ.( 
0.25 Megohm 
1.37 Volto 

• Voltage at plate will be PLATE SUPPLY voltage minus voltage drop in plate resistor caused 
by plate current. 

t For the following amplifier tube. 
•• With these signal voltages modulated 20%, the voltage output for the I 00,volt plate eupply ii 

14 peak volu at the grid of the following amplifier, a value auffic.ient to insure full audio output from 
a type 43; likewise for the 250 ,volt conditions, 17 peak voha, a value eufEdcnt to insure full audio 
ouput from a type 2A 5. 

Detector bias may be obtained from a bleeder circuit, from a resistor in the 
cathode circuit, or from a partial self•bias ci rcuit. The cathode-resistor method 
permits of higher output at lower percentage modulation since the input signal may 
be increased almost in inverse proportion to the modulation without resulting io 
objectionable distortion. 

As an audio-frequency amplifier pentode in resistance•coupled circuits, the 77 
may be operated as shown in the Resistance-Coupled Amplifier Section. 

As an audio-frequency amplifier triode, the 77 should have its screen and 
suppressor connected to the plate. Operating conditions for triode service in 
transformer· or impedance-coupled circuits are: Plate voltage, 250 volts; grid voltage, 
-8 volts; and plate current, 8 milliamperes, approximate. If resistance coupling is 
used, a plate•supply voltage of 250 volts may be applied through a plate-coupling 
resistor of 0.1 to 0.25 megohm. 

As a mixer in superheterodyne circuits, the 77 can be employed, but a tube 
having super•control characteristics is to be preferred, especially if signals of large 
mag nitude are to be received, and if supplementary volume control is to be obtained 
in this stage. 

AVERAGE PLATE Cl-'ARAC TERIS11CS 

TYPE 77 

Oltllc.,o C f ::6.3 VOLlS 
SCRC(N VOLlS:100 

7 - SUPPRCSSOR \'01. l!ri :o 
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• I V • V I [ V . , / 

I, v ---
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RCA-78 

TRIPLE-GRID SUPER
CONTROL AMPLIFIER 
The 78 is a triple-grid super•con· 

trol amplifier tube recommended for 
service in the radio-frequency and 
intermediate-frequency stages of radio 
receivers designed for its character• 

H H 

tst1cs. The ability of this tube to handle usual signal voltages without cross· 
modulation and modulation-distortion makes it adaptable to the r•f and i•f stages 
of receivers employing automatic volume-control. The internal shield around the 
plate of the 78 is connected to the cathode within the tube. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • 0.3 
PLATE VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • . • . 90 180 250 max. 250 max. 
ScREEN VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • . 90 75 100 125 max. 
GRID VOLTAGE (Minimum) •• ·• -3 -3 -3 -3 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 

SUPPRESSOR • . . . . • • . . . . • . . . Connected to cathode at socket 
PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • • • . • . 5.4 4.0 7.0 10.5 
SCREEN CURRENT . • • • • . • . • . 1.3 1.0 1. 7 2.6 
PLATE RESISTANCE • • • • . . . • . 0.31 S' 1.0 0.8 0.6 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . • . • • 400 1100 1160 990 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •••.•.•• 1275 1100 1450 1650 
GRID VOLTAGE* • • • • • • • • • • • • -38.J -32.S' -42.S' -525 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE (With shield-can)....... 0.007 max. 
INPUT CAPACITANCE • • • • . • • . . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . 4. J 
OUTPUT CAPACITANCE • . . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . • . . 11.0 
BULB •••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.••••..•...•••••••. 

CAP ······································ ......... . 
BASE •••..••••••••••.••••••.•.•••.............•..... 

• For transconductance = 2 micromhos. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Milliamperea 
Milliamperea 
Megohm 

Micromhoe 
Volts 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 

ST-12 
Small Metal 
Small 6•Pin 

The base pins of the 78 fit the standard six-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. Heater operation and cathode connection 
are the same as for the type 6A8. Control.grid bias variation, saeen voltage 
supply, and suppressor connection follow the methods given under INST ALLA· 
TION for the type 6D6. Shielding requirements are similar to those of the type 
6C6. Refer to APPLICATION on the type 6K7. 

A plate family of characteristic curves is given at the bottom of page 147. 
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RCA-79 

CLASS B TWIN AMPLIFIER 
The 79 is a heater-cathode type of 

tube combining in one bulb two 
high-mu triodes designed for Class B 
operation. It is intended for use in 
the audio-output stage of radio re, 

ceivers with 6.3,volt heater supply. The triode units have separate external terminals 
for all electrodes except the cathode and heater so that circuits employing the 79 
are similar to those of Class B amplifiers utilizing individual tubes in the output sta1e. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.)............... 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT . . . . • • . • . . . . . • • • . . . . • . . • • • • • . 0.6 
BULB ••.••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
CAP ............................................... . 
BASE .........•.•...•..•..• · ...••••...•••.•.....••.•. 

As Class 8 Power Amplifier 

PLATE VOLTAGE •••.....•.....••............... 
PEAK PLATE CURRENT (Per Plate) ...........•.•.. 
AVERAGE PLATE DISSIPATION • ..••..........•••••• 
TYPICAL OPERATION 

250 max. 
90 max. 

11.J max. 

Plate Voltage • • . • • • . . . . . . • • • • • • . . . . . . 180 2 rn 
Grid Voltage • • • • • • . . . • • • • • • • • • . • . . . . O O 
Zero,Signal Plate Current (Per plate)..... 3.8 J.3 
Effective Load Resistance ( Plate,to,plate) . . 7000 14000 
Power Output (Approximate)*.......... J.J 8.0 

• With average power input of 380 milliwatts applied between grids. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Volts 
Ampere 

ST,12 
Small Metal 
Small 6,Pin 

Volts 
Milliampcrei, 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperr• 
Ohms 
Watts 

The base pins of the 79 fit the standard six-contact socket which may be 
mstalled to operate the tube either in a vertical or in a horizontal position. Sufficient 
ventil!ltion should be provided to circulate air freely around the tube to prevent 
·overheating. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to INSTALLATION OD 

-cype 6A8. 

As a Oass B power amplifier, the 79 is used in circuits similar in design to 
·chose utilizing individual tubes in the output stage. It requires no grid,bias, since 
the high,mu feature of the triode units reduces the steady plate current at zero bias 
to only a few milliamperes. Ref er to page 20 for general Class B amplifier desi,n 
<:onsiderations. 

As a Class A amplifier, the 79 may be used with grid-bias voltage for small 
input signals. Such applications include circuits employing the two triode unite 
either in parallel or in push•pull connection. 

In other applications, the two triode units of the 79 may be used in various 
circuits to combine the functions of oscillation, detection and/or amplification. 

A family of plate characteristic curves is given on page 1 S-6. 
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RCA-80 

FULL-WAVE RECTIFIER 
The 80 is a full•wave rectifying 

tube intended for use in d•c power• 
supply devices which operate from 
the a•c supply line. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
FILAMENT VOLTAGB (A. C.)..................... 5.0 
FILAMENT CuP.RBNT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2.0 
I i A·C PLATB VOLTAGE PER PLATE (RMS)....... HO 

D•C OUTPUT CURRENT. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 12 'i max. 
2 A,C PLA-..'E VOLTAGE PBR PLATE (RMS)....... 400 max. 

D,C OUTPUT CUR.B.ENT...................... 110 max. 
3• { A,C PLATE VOLTAGE PER PLATE (RMS)...... HO max. 

D,C OUTPUT CURRENT. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 13 'i max. 

pblpt 2 3 

I 4 
F' F' 

Volts 
Amperes 
Volts 
Milliamper~ 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Volts 
Milliamperes 

BULB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BASE ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ST,14 
Medium 4• Pin 

• Thiw rating ia permissible only with filter circuits having an input choke of at least 20 henriu 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 80 fit the standard four•contact socket which should be 
moun~d preferably to hold the tube in a vertical position. If it is necessary to 
place the tube in a horu;ontal position, the socket sliould be mounted with both of 
the filament•pin openings, either at the top or at the bottom. This precaution 
locates the filament-plane vertical for most satisfactory performance. Provision 
aLould be made for free circulation of air around the bulb since it becomes quite 
hot during operation. 

The coated filament of the 80 is designed to operate from the a•c line through 
a step•down transformer. The voltage applied to the filament terminals should be 
the rated value of 'i .0 volts under operating conditions and average line voltage. 

The approximate d-c output voltage of the 80 for various values of a•c input 
voltage may be obtained from the curves, page 1 'i 6. For the d•c voltage available 
at the radio set, it is necessary to subtract the voltage drop across the filter from 
the value read from the curves. 

APPLICATION 

As a full-wave rectifier, the 80 may be operated with condenser-input or 
choke•input filter under conditions not to exceed the ratings given under CHAR· 
ACTERISTICS. 

As a half-wave rectifier, two 80's may be operated in a full,wave circuit with 
reasonable serviceability to deliver more d•c output current than can be obtained 
from one tube. For this use, the plates of each 80 are tied together at the socket. 
The allowable voltage and load conditions per tube are the same as for full•wave 
service. 

{1 The filter may be of either the condenser•input or choke•input type. If an 
input condenser is used, consideration must be given to the instantaneous peak value 
of the a•c input voltage. The peak voltage is about 1.4 times the RMS value M 
measured by most a•c voltmeters. Filter condensers, therefore, especially the input 
condenser, should have a rating high enough to withstand the instantaneous peak 

P value. if breakdown is to be avoided. When the input•choke method is used, the 
available d•c output voltage will be somewhat lower than with the in•put condenser 
method for a given a•c plate voltage. However, improved regulation, together with 
lower peak current, will be obtained. 
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R C A R E C E V 

OUTPUT CHARACTERISTICS 
(CHOKE INPUT TO FILTER) 
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OUTPUT CHARACTERISTICS 
(CHOKE INPUT TO rtLTER) 

TYPE 81 
Er• 7.S VOLlS A.C. 

>- F'ULL WAVE 

r-... .... 
~ ~~ 

.......... 
~ 

",..~ 4-•,,.· 
.......... 
~ 

....... 
i'--,....._ ............... -.......... .......... ---~ ..._ 

~ 
~...._ 

720 

~ 
640!:j 

~ 
... 
0 

560~ 
Q. 

! 
1-

480< 

§ 
> 

400Y 
0 

320 

10 so 90 130 170 
1H: LOAD MILLIAMPERES 

92C-4695 

N G T U B E M A N U A L 

0 

OUTPUT CHARACTERISTICS 
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RCA-81 

HALF-WAVE RECTIFIER 
The 81 is a half •wave rectifier tube 

of the high-vacuum type for use in 
d•c power•supply devices operating 
from the alternating•current supply 
line. Full•wave rectification may be 
accomplished by two 8 l 1s. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C.)..................... 75 
FILAMENT CURRENT ••••...•. , . , , , .... , , , • , • . . . 1.25 
A-C PLATE VOLTAGE (RMS).................... 700 max. 
D,C OUTPUT CURRENT. . • • . • . . • • • • • . • . • • • • . • • . • 8 S' max. 
BULB •.••••••.••.••••.....••••.••.•••••••••••••.•••• 
BASE ..•......•...........•.••.•.....••.•.••..•... Medium 

INSTALLATION 

W
P NC 

3 

4 
r r 

Volts 
Amperes 
Volts 

'Milliamperes 
5•19 

4, Pin Bayonet 

The base pins of the 81 fit the standard four-contact socket which should be 
mounted to hold the tube in a vertical position. Provision should be made for free 
circulation of air around the bulb since it becomes quite hot during operation. 

The coated filament of the 81 is designed to operate from the a,c line through 
a step-down transformer. The voltage applied to the filament terminals should be 
the rated value of 7. 5 volts under operating conditions and average line voltage. 

The approximate d-c output voltage of the 81 in half ,wave and full-wave 
connection, for various values of a•c input voltage, may be obtained from the curves 
on the preceding page. For the d•c voltage available at the radio set, it is necessary 
to subtract the voltage drop across the filter from the value read from the curves. 

APPLICATION 

As a half-wave rectifier, the 81 may be operated under conditions not to exceed 
those given under CHARACTERISTICS. 

In full-wave circuits, two 81 's are required to rectify both halves of the a•c 
voltage. Operating voltages per tube are the same as for the half-wave circuit, but 
twice the d-c output current may be obtained. 

The filter may be of either the condenser-input or choke•input type. If an 
input condenser is used, consideration must be given to the instantaneous peak value 
of the a•c input voltage. The peak value is about 1.4 times the RMS value as 
measured by most a•c voltmeters. For this reason, filter condensers, especially the 
input condenser, should have a rating high enough to withstand the instantaneous 
peak value, if breakdown is to be avoided. When the input-choke method is used, 
the available d,c output voltage will be somewhat lower than with the input-condenser 
method for a given a•c plate voltage. However, improved regulation, together ·with 
lower peak current, will be obtained. 

For special applications, it is possible to obtain a d,c output voltage approxi• 
o mately double that to be expected from conventional rectifier circuits, without 

exceeding the recommended maximum a•c input-voltage per tube. This is accom• 
plished by means of a voltage-doubling system designed for each particular appli• 
cation. See page 2 5. 
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RCA-82 

FULL-WAVE MERCURY
VAPOR RECTIFIER 

The 82 is a full-wave mercury· 
vapor rectifier tube of the hot-cathode 
type for use in suitable rectifying 
devices designed to supply d•c power 
of uniform voltage to receivers in 

P~p• 
2 3 

I 4 , ~ 

which the direct-current requirements are subject to considerable vanat10n. Tb.
excellent voltage•regulation characteristic of the 82 is due to its low and practically 
constant tube voltage drop ( only about 1 5' volts) for any current drain up to t he
full emission of the filament ( see page 8). 

CHARACTERISTICS 

PlLAMl!NT VOLTAGE (A. C.) . . . .... . .... . ... . . . . . 2.5' 
PILAMl!NT CURRENT . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.0 
A-C VOLTAGE P i!R PLAT!! ( RMS) .. .. ....... .... . . mo max. 
P EAK INVl!RSI! VOLTAGE. . ............. .. . .. .. .. 1400 max. 
D•C OUTPUT CURRENT (Continuous) .. . . . . . . . . . . . 125' max. 
P EAK PLATE C URRENT . . . ... .... .. .............. 400 max. 
T UBE VOLTAGE DROP (Approximate).... . . . . .. ... 15' 

Volts 
Ampere; 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliampere, 
MilliamperP' 
Volts 

BULB . .. . . ....... . . .. . ... . ...... . .... . .. .. ....... . . . 
BASE ...... .... . .. ..... ......... . . . . . . .. . . ... . ... .. . 

S· 14 
Medium 4-Pin 

MERC URY-VA PO R RECTIFIER CONSIDERATIO NS 

The 82 bas very low internal resistance, so that the current it delivers depends 
on the resistance of the load and the regulation of the power transformer. Sufficient 
protective resistance or reactancc must always be used with this tube to limit its 
current to the recommended maximum value. If this value is exceeded, the tube 
voltage drop will increase rapidly and may permanently damage the fi laments. 

It is characteristic of mercury-vapor rectifiers that no apprec.iable plate current 
will flow until the plate voltage reaches a certain critical positive value. At this 
point the plate current rises steeply to a high value in a small fraction of a second 
This surge of current re-occurring each time either plate becomes positive may excite 
circuits in the vicinity of the tube to damped oscillation and thus cause noisy radio 
receiver operation. It is usually necessary, therefore, to provide small radio-frequency 
chokes in series witb each plate lead so that the slope of the current wave front to 
the filter is reduced sufficiently to eliminate impact excitation. 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 82 fit the standard four-contact socket, which should be
mstalled to hold the tube in a vertical position with the base down. Only a socket 
making very good filament contact and capable of carrying 3 amperes continuously 
,bould be used. Poor contact at the fi lament pins will cause overheating at the· 
pins and socket, lowered filament voltage, and high internal tube drop with 
consequent injury to the tube. 

The bulb becomes hot during continuous operation. Provision should be made 
for adequate natural ventilation to prevent overheating, especially if shielding i.s 
employed. 
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IR C A R E C E I V I I~ G T U B E M A N U A L 
-------

The coated filament is intended for a•c operation from one of the secondary 
windings of a power transformer. This winding, provided with a center-tap or 
-center-tap resistor, should supply at the filament terminals the rated operatine 
voltage of 2. '$ volts when average rated voltage is applied to the primary. The high 
-current taken by the filament and the possibility of damage caused by applying plate 
voltage to the tube with its filament insufficiently heated make it imperative that all 
-connections in the filament circuit be of low . resistance and of adequate current, 
•carrying capacity. 

The plate supply is obtained from a center•tapped high-voltage winding designed 
·so that the maximum a•c input voltage per plate will not exceed '100 volts RMS 
·under varying conditions of supply-line voltage. The resistance of the transformer 
·windings should, of course, be low if full advantage of the excellent regulation 
capabilities of this mercury-vapor rectifier is to be obtained. Since the drop throuih 
the tube is practically constant, any reduction in rectified voltage when the load ia 
increased is due to the drop in the transformer and/or the filter windings. The 
return-lead from the plates, i.e., the positive bus of the filter and load circuit. 
,should be connected to the center•tap of the filament winding. 

Shielding of this tube, particularly in sensitive receivers, may be necessary t:o 
•eliminate objectionable noise. Radio,frequency choke coils, connected in series with 
•each plate lead and placed within the shielding if used, are usually necessary in 
receivers having high sensitivity. The inductance of the chokes should be one 

:millihenry or more. 

A fuse having a rating approximately '10% in excess of normal load require• 
· men ts should be inserted in the primary of the power transformer to prevent damaee 
iin case of excessive current which may tlow under abnormal conditions. 

It is Tecommended that the entiT'e equipment be disconnected {Tom the a•c 
,poweT supply whenever the 82 is Temoved {Tom OT installed in its soc~et. 

APPLICATION 

As a full-wave rectifier, the 82 is recommended for supplying d,c power t:o 
,receivers, particularly those in which the direct-current requirements cause consid, 
-erable variation in the load impressed on the rectifier tube. 

As a hall-wave rectifier, the 82 may be operated with plates connected in 
parallel. For example, two 82's so arranged in a full,wave circuit can supply twice 
•the output current of a single tube. When the 82's plates are operated in parallel, 
a resistor of not less than 100 ohms should be connected in series with each plate 
fo order that each plate will carry its proper share of the total load. 

Filter circuits (page 37) of either the condenser-input or the choke•input type 
may be employed provided the maximum voltages and currents tabulated under 
CHARACTERISTICS are not exceeded. The choke,input type of circuit is t:o be 
preferred from the standpoint of obtaining the maximum continuous d,c output 
current from the 82 under the most favorable conditions. 

Under operating conditions, the 82 has a bluish•white glow filling the space 
within the plates and extending to some degree into the surrounding space outside 
the plates. This glow, caused by the mercury vapor, is an inherent operatine 
characteristic of the 82. 
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RCA-83 

~ FULL-WAVE MERCURY-
; VAPOR RECTIFIER 

D
"' j The 83 is a heavy•duty, full,wave, 

mercury-vapor rectifier tube of the 
hot-cathode type. It is intended for 
use in suitable rectifying devices 

p:w 2 3, I 

I 4 
f' f' 

designed to supply d•c power of 
uniform voltage to receivers. The excellent voltage regulation characteristic of the 
83 is due to its low and practically constant tube voltage drop (only about lS' volts) 
for any current drain up to the full emission of its filaments. For mercury-vapor 
rectifier considerations, refer to page 8 and to type 82. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (A. C.)..................... l'.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 .0 
A-C PLATE VOLTAGE PER PLATE (RMS).......... rno max. 
PEAK INVERSE VOLTAGE........................ 1400 max. 
D,C OUTPUT CURRENT (Continuous)............. 2S'O max. 
PEAK PLATE CURRENT. • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . 800 max. 
TUBE VOLTAGE DROP (Approximate)............. 15 

Volts 
Amperei
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 
Volts 

BULB •••..•....•••••••.••••••••••.•.•.•.....•.•...•. 
BASE .........................•.••••••••••••.•••••.. 

ST•l6 
Medium 4•Pin 

INSTALLATION 

Installation of the 8 3 is similar to that of the type 8 2 

APPLICATION 

As a full-wave rectifier, the 83 is intended for supplying large amounts of d•c 
power to receivers whose requirements are in excess of the rating of the 8 2. The 
83 is recommended for heavy-drain receivers in which the direct•current requirements 
cause considerable variation in the load impressed on the rectifier tube. 

As a half-wave rectifier, the 83 may be operated with plates connected in 
parallel. For example, two 83's so arranged in a full•wave circuit can supply twice 
the output current of a single tube. When the 83's plates are operated in parallel, 
a resistor of not less than S'O ohms should be connected in series with each plate in 
order that each plate wilt carry its proper share of the total load. If the load is 
less than 75% of the total maximum current rating of the tube(s), the series plate 
resistors should be increased to 100 ohms each. 

Filter circuits (page 37) of either the condenser•input or the choke-input type 
may be employed, provided the maximum voltages and currents tabulated under 
CHARACTERISTICS are not exceeded. The choke•input type of circuit is to be 
preferred from the standpoint of obtaining the maximum continuous d·c output 
current from the 83 under the most favorable conditions. 

Under operating conditions, the 83 has a bluish•white glow filling the space 
within the plates and extending to some degree into the surrounding space outside 
the plates. This glow, caused by the mercury•vapor, is an inherent operating 
characteristic of the tube. 
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RCA-83-v 

FULL-WAVE RECTIFIER 
The 83•v is a high•vacuum, full• 

wave rectifier tube of the heater• 
cathode type. It is intended for use 
in suitable rectifying devices designed 
to supply d•c power to receivers hav• 

ing large d•c requirements. The excellent voltage regulation 
83•v is due to the close spacing of the cathode and plate. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C.)....................... 5.0 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . • . • • • . . . 2.0 

pooP• 2 3 

I 4 
K 

H H 

characteristic of the 

A·C PLATE VOLTAGE PER PLATE (RMS).......... 400 max. 

Volts 
Amperes 
Volts 

PEAK INVERSE VOLTAGE........................ 1100 max. Volts 
Milliamperes• D,C OUTPUT CURRENT ••••••• ; • • • • . . . . . • . • . . • . . 200 max. 

BULB ••.••••••••••••••••.•••••••.....•..•.•...•••••• 
BASE •....•..•.••••........•••.•......•....•....•... 

ST,14 
Medium 4•Pin 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the 83•v fit the standard four-contact socket which may be 
mounted to hold the tube in any position. 

The bulb becomes hot during continuous operation. Provision should be made 
for adequate natural ventilation to prevent overheating. 

The heater is designed to operate from the a•c line through a step-down. 
transformer. The voltage applied to the heater should be the rated value of ,-,o 
volts under operating conditions and average line voltage. The heater leads should 
have as low resistance as practical. 

The cathode of the 83•v is connected to the heater within the tube. 

APPLICATION 

As a fuH-wave rectifier, the 83,v is useful for 
supplying large amounts of d•c power to receivers, 
particularly those in which the d,c requirements 
cause considerable variation in the load impressed 
on the rectifier tube. 

Filter circuits of either the choke•input or 
the condenser-input type may be employed, 
provided the maximum voltages and currents 
tabulated under CHARACTERISTICS are not 
exceeded. The choke-input type of circuit is to 
be preferred from the standpoint of obtaining the 
maximum continuous d,c output current from the 
83•v under the most favorable conditions. 

For discussion of rectifiers and filter circuits, 
refer to pages 24 and 37, respectively. 
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RCA-84 

FULL-WAVE RECTIFIER 
The 84 is a high-vacuum rectifier 

of the heater-cathode type, intended 
for supplying rectified power to auto
mobile-radio equipment designed for 
its characteristics. This type is 
interchangeable with the 6Z4. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.). •• • • • • • • • • • • • • 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.S' 
A•C PLATE VOLTAGE PER PLATE (RMS).......... 3S'O max. 
PEAK INVERSE VOLTAGE........................ 1000 max. 
D,C OUTPUT CuttRENT ••.•••....••••••••••••••• · S'O max. 
BULB ••••••••••••••••...........•.••...••••••••••••• 
BASE •••••••••••••••........•••••.•••••••••••••••••• 

INSTALLATION . 

Volts 
.Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 

ST,12 
Small S'•Pin 

The base pins of the 84 fit the standard five•contact socket which may be 
mounted to hold the tube in any position. 

The bulb of this tube will become very hot under certain conditions of 
operation. Adequate ventilation should be provided for cooling the tube by the use 
of chassis enclosures designed to radiate heat efficiently. 

0 

The heater is designed so that the normal voltage variation of 6•volt automobile 
batteries during charge and discharge will not materially affect the performance or 
serviceability of this tube. Under no condition of operation should the normal 
operating heater voltage of this tube fluctuate to exceed a maximum of 7. S' volta. ..0 
The d•c potential difference heater and cathode should be limited to 500 volts. · .· 

APPLICATION 
As a full-wave rectifier, the 84 may be operated with condenser•input or ,_, 

choke-input filter under conditions not to exceed the ratings given under CHAR, 
ACTERISTICS. 

As a half-wave rectifier, the 84 may be used by connecting the two plate 
terminals together at the socket. With this arrangement, the maximum d•c output 
current is 75 milliamperes, while other values are the same as for full,wave service. 

OPERATION CHARACTERISTICS 
rULL-WAVE CONNECTION 
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RCA-85 

DUPLEX-DIODE TRIODE 
The 8 5 is a heater type of tube 

consisting of two diodes and a triode 
in a single bulb. It is for use as a 
combined detector, amplifier, and 
automat;c•volume•control tube in radio 

receivers designed for its characteristics. The two diodes and the triode are 
independent of each other except for a common cathode sleeve, which has o~e 
emitting surface for the diodes and another for the triode. The separate tube units 
permit of unusual flexibility in circuit arrangement and design. For example, t~e 
diodes of this tube can perform the functions of detection and of . automatic 
volume-control; while, at the same time, the triode may be used as an amplifier unde:.. 
its own optimum conditions. For diode-detector considerations, ref er to page 26. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
HEATER. VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.). • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6.3 
HEATER CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.3 
GRID•PLATB CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1.5 
GRID-CATHODE CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1. 5 
PLATE•CATHODE CAPACITANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4.3 
BULB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 
CAP •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BASE ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Triode Unit-As Class A Amplifier 

Volts 
Ampere 1 

p.p.f 
p.p.f 
pµf 

ST,12 
Small Meta] 
Small 6•Pin 

PLATE VOLTAGE .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 135 180 2S'O max. Volts 
GRID VOLTAGE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • -10.5 -lU' -20 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR ••••••••• , , 8.3 8.3 8.3 
PLATE RESISTANCE ••••••••••••••• 11000 8500 7500 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE , ••••• , •••• , , , 750 97'> 1100 
PLATE CURRENT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3.7 6.0 8.0 
LoAD RESISTANCE , •••••• , ••• , • , •• 25000 20000 20000 
POWER OUTPUT .................. 0.07f 0.16 0.3'> 

Diode Units. 

Volts 

Ohms 
Micromhos 
Milliamperea 
Ohms 
Watt 

The two diode plates are placed around a cathode, the sleeve of which is 
common to the triode unit. Each diode plate has its own base pin. Operation 
curves for the diode units are given under type 6B7. 

INSTALLATION 
The base pins of the 8 '> fit the standard six-contact socket, which may be 

installed to hold the tube in any position. For heater operation and cathode 
connection, ref er to INST ALLA TI ON under type 6A8. Complete shielding of 
detector circuits employing the 85 is generally necessary to prevent r•f or i-f coupling 
between the diode circuits and the circuits of other stages. 

APPLICATION 
The 85 is recommended for performing the simultaneous functions of automatk. 

volume-control, detection, and amplification. 
For detection, the diodes may be utilized in a full-wave circuit or in 2 

half•wave circuit. In the latter case, one plate only, or the two plates in parallel, 
may be employed. The use of the half•wave arrangement will provide approximately 
twice the rectified voltage as compared with the fu11,wave arrangement. 

For automatic volume-control, a rectified voltage which is dependent on the 
r•f or i•f carrier, is usually employed. This voltage is utilized to regulate the gain 
of the r•f and/or i•f amplifier stages so as to maintain essentially constant•carrier 
input to the audio detector. The regulation of amplifier gain by means of the 
rectified voltage may be accomplished by ·a number of methods, differing chiefly io 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

the means of applying the voltage to the various electrodes of the amplifier tubes. 
As is well known, the regulating voltage may be applied to the control grids of the 
amplifier tubes. On the other hand, by less familiar methods, the voltage may. 
depending on the requirements of the designer, be applied to other electrodes. For 
example, the voltage may be applied to suppressor, plate and/or screen of an r,f ~· 
pentode. 

The complex structure of the 85' permits of obtaining automatic•volume•control 
voltage in a number of ways. In one case, the required voltage is obtained from the 
detector circuit by utilizing the voltage drop caused by the rectified current flowing 
through a resistor in the detector circuit. In another case, the required voltage is 0 

obtained by utilizing one diode for the sole purpose of automatic volume-control 
(a.v.c.). This latter method is of particular interest since it confines the sensitivity 
and time•delay function to the a.v.c. circuit. Time•delay action is, of course, 
determined by the use of a resistance and condenser combination having the desired 
time constant. The a.v.c. action may be postponed by applying a negative voltage 
to the a.v.c. diode plate. Another a.v.c. arrangement capable of various adaptations 
is to use the triode as a d•c amplifier to supply the regulating voltage. Additional 
information on automatic volume•control is given on page 28. 

For amplification, the triode may be employed in conventional circuit 
arrangements. Representative conditions for resistance•coupled amplifier applicationa 
are given in the Resistance-Coupled Amplifier Section. Grid bias for the triode, 
depending upon circuit design, may be obtained from a fixed•voltage tap on the 
d•c power supply or may be obtained by utilizing the variable voltage drop caused 
by the rectified current flowing through a resistor in the detector circuit. In this 
connection, it should be noted that the circuits shown below designate this latter 
arrangement as .. Diode-Biased Amplifier." Diode biasing of the triode unit may 
be employed only when at teast 20000 ohms resistance is used in the triode plate 
circuit. 

A plate family of characteristics for the triode unit is given under type 5' 5'. 

TYPICAL DUPLEX-DIODE TRIODE CIRCUITS 

HALF-WAVE DETECTOR 
DIOD! BIASED AMPLlflER 

fULL-WAVE DETECTOR 
DIODE BIASED AMPLIF"IER 

HALf-WAVE DETECTOR 
FIXED BIAS AMPLIFIER 

HALF"-WAVE DETECTOR 
DIODE BIASED D-C AMPLlflER 

HALF"-WAVE DETECTOR 
f"IXED BIAS AMPLIFIER 

HALf·WAVE DETECTOR,SEPARATE 
A.v.c., FIXED BIAS AMPLIF"IER 

C 

•B_----N>NY.......,'-.NYll\r---'1."1V\i-..B+ AV.C. w3 
f'IG.4 flG.5 

APPROXIMATE VALUC:S 
C _/1!,0 IJ JJf" F"OR 500-1500 KC. 

l-,~)IJJ+'F"OFI 17:IKC. 
Cz: CllJJf' 
C3: Cllµf" 
C4 = 0,5 µf' OR LARGER 
C5 :: 0,5JJf" OR LARGER 
C11 = 001-0.lµf" 
C7 = (l,000!1-000IJH" 
Cc, :: OJ JJf' OR LARGER 
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Cg: QOOOI JJf" OR SMALLER 
R1 :: 0.:1-1.0 M£GO-IM 
Rz = ,.o-L5 MEGO-IMS 
R3::0.1 MEGOHM 
R,,s :Q!,-1.0 M[GOHM 
R5: 1.0 M[G()l,(M 
R11;2!,0()()-75000 01-tMS 
Eb =Vot. TAGE F'OR SENSITIVITY 

0:ONTAOL 



RCA-89 

TRIPLE-GRID POWER 
AMPLIFIER 'l 

,IN 
at-"' 
'17 The 89 is a triple-grid power, 

~ 
amplifier tube of the heater-cathode 
type recommended for use in receiv, 
ers with 6.3,volt heater supply. The 
triple-grid construction of this tube, 

with external connections for each grid, makes possible its · application as ( 1) a Claaa 
A Power-Amplifier Triode, ( 2) a Class A Power-Output Pentode, and ( 3) a Clua 
B Power-Output Triode. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

HEATER VOLTAGE (A. C. or D. C.) ••••••••••••• ,. 6.3 
HEATER. CUR.RENT •.••• , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.4 
BULB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CAP················································ BASE ••••••.••••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Class A1 Power Amplifier-Triode Connection 
(Grids No. 2 and No. 3 tied to plate) 

PLATE VOLTAGE ••...••••••••••••• 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1) ..••.... 
PLATE CUR.RENT ••••••••••••••••• 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . , •• , • , •••• 
PLATE RESISTANCE , ••• , •••••••••• 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE •..•••..••..•• 
LOAD RESISTANCE* •••.•••.•.••••• 
SELF• BIAS RESISTOR ••••••••••••••• 
UNDISTORTED POWER OUTPUT ••.••• 

160 
-20 

1'7 
4.'7 

3300 
1425 
7000 
1180 

0.3 

180 
-22.5 

20 
4.'7 

3000 
lH0 
6S'OO 
1125 

0.4 

250 max. 
-31 

32 
4.7 

2600 
1800 
HOU 

970 
0.9 

Volts 
Ampere 

ST,12 
Small Metal 
Small 6-Pin 

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 

Ohms 
Micromhos 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watt 

• Optimum for muimum undistorted power output. Approximately twice the value or any ;ivaa 
set of conditions ia recommended for load of this tube when used aa driver for Clasa B stage. 

Class A1 Power Amplifier-Pentode Connection 
(Grid No. 3 tied to cathode) 

PLATE VOLTAGE • • • • . • • • • • • • 100 13;' 
SCREEN VOLTAGE (Grid No. 2) 100 lH 
GRID VOLTAGE (Grid No. 1).. -10 -13.;' 
PLATE CUR.RENT .. • .. • .. .. • 9S 14 
5cREEN CUR.RENT • • • . • • • • • • 1.6 2.2 
AMPLIFICATION FACTOR . • • • • 125 12;' 
PLATE RESISTANCE ••..••••• 104000 92500 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . • • • • • 1200 1350 
LOAD RESISTANCE ••• , . • . . • • 10'700 9200 
SELF-BIAS RESISTOR • . . • • . • . • 900 830 
POWER OUTPUT* . . . • • • • • • • . 0.33 0.75 

• 9% total harmonic distortion. 

180 
180 
-18 
20 

3.0 
125 

80000 
lH0 
8000 

785 
u 

250 max. 
250 max. -2, 
32 

"·' 12S' 
'70000 

1800 
6'750 

670 
3.4 

Class B Power Amplifier-Triode Connection 
(Grids No. 1 and No. 2 tied together, grid No. 3 tied to plate) 

PLATE VOLTAGE ••••••••.••••••••••.••••••••••• 
PEAK PLATE CUR.RENT ••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 
AVERAGE GRID D1ss1PATION (Grids No. 1 and No. 2) 
TYPICAL OPERATION Values are for two tubes. 

Plate Voltage ••••••••••••••••••.......••.•.• 
Grid Voltage •.••..•.••••••••••.•.••••••.••• 
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250 max. 
90 max. 

0.35 max. 

180 
0 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 

Ohms 
Miaomhoa 
Ohms 
Ohms 
Watts 

Volts 
Milliamperea 
Watt 

Volts 
Volts 



R C A R E C E Y I N G T U B E MANUAL 

Zero-Signal Plate Current . ....... ........ ... . . . 
Effective Load Resistance (Plate-to-plate) ..... . .. . 
Power Output (Approximate) .... . ..... .. ..... . 

6 
9400 

3.5 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

Milliamperea 
Ohms 
Watts 

The base pins of the 89 lit the standard six-contact socket which may be 
installed to hold the tube in any position. Sufficient ventilation should be provided 
to circulate air freely around the tube to prevent overheating. 

For heater operation and cathode connection, refer to type 6A8. 

For Class A1 Triode Operation of the 89, the two grids (No. 2 and No. 3 ), 
immediately adjacent to the plate, are connected to the plate, while the third (No. 1) 
is employed for control purposes. Operation of the tube is then similar to any Claaa 
A Power-Amplifier T riode. When it is used as the driver for a Class B stage, the 
load requirements are changed as indicated in the note under CHARACTERISTICS. 
This change is recommended in order to 
minimize distortion due to the driver stage. OPER~l'Ps~ 1,H~Jl:1)~l,~~1sr ics 

For Class A1 Pentode Operation of the r/ =' :\~ 15 
89, the grid (No. 3) adjacent to the p late is l--'f--+---r--'-+--1,--+--+---1 

tied to the cathode and thus serves as the 
suppressor, while the other two grids (No. 1 
and No. 2) serve as the screen-grid and 
control-grid respectively. Operation of the 
tube is then similar to any Class A power
output pentode. 

When the 89 is operated as a Class A 
Amplifier ( triode or pentode), input trans· 
former, or impedance-coupling devices are 
recommended. If, however, resistance coup• 
ling is used, a resistance of 1.0 megohm may 
be employed, provided the heater voltage does 
not rise more than 10 per cent above rated 
value under any condition of operation. 

For Class B Triode Operation of the 89, 
the grid (No. 3) adjacent to the plate is tied 
to the plate, while the other two grids (No. l 
and No. 2) are connected together to serve as a single control grid. A discussion 
of Class B design features is given on page 20. 

u 

0 
~ ) 
0 

A 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 =· "' . 
j 

~ I 0 
u 
0 

0 

AVCRAG£ PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 
CLASS 8 OPCRAltON 

fYPC 89 I I 
C r =&.l VOLTS 

~ 
,-

b~ ~ -~~· I 
' 

~ 
I,,--"' i--

- 1,1,,,,,, • .,.,, ., 

'Y L--..-------L--

~ \j V --~ 
If ....',!,---x tc,=«( 'c, -I-='--

- -- - '~"!" ':;-:;: - - ----- -- --- _ :t.20 ~ 

'-';:_ ;_ ~:- -- -- +10 
_TJ.~ 

0 -- - I- - -- - -- --- - ---- - +> •o •o 120 IOU - z ou 
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RCA-V99 
and 

RCA-X99 

DETECTORS, AMPLIFIERS 

F•~BP p 2 3 

I 4 
C r-

V,99 

Tbe 99 types are three-electrode, 
general-purpose tubes designed for 
dry-cell operation. The low power 
consumption of these tubes makes 

V-99 

them applicable to portable receivers 
and services where power economy is important. The two types have different bases. 

CHA RACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C. ) •.• •••• • • . . . • •...• • •. 
FILAMENT CURRENT .• • •..••• • ••••. .. .• . . . . . . .. 
PLATE VOLTAGE .. . • • ..•..•• • • • • • • .• . . ... ...... 
GRID VOLTA(:)E • • . • • . •.• . • • •• • • • •• •. . •. . . ....•. 
PLATE CURRENT . . .. . . • •.. .•• • • • • . . •.• .. •• .... 
PLATE RESISTANCE • • • . ••• • .• • • • •• •... •. .•. . . .. 
AMPLIPICATION FACTOR .• •. . ••. • • ••. • .. .... . . . . 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . • . . • . , •. • , , . .• . . • . • • .. • . 
GRID-PLATE CAPACITANCE . • . • •• .• • • .. . .. ... . • . • 
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE • ..•••• • , , . .• • • , . . . 
PLATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE •• .•. , ••. , , ••••.•. 

3.0, 3.3 
0.060-0.063 

90 max. 
-4.5 

2.5 
15500 

6.6 
425 
3.3 
2.5 
2.5 

BULB 
BASE 

T ype V99 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T,8 
.... ......... . .... .. . . . . ... . . .. . . .... .... . Small 4-Nub 

P~ e, 

~ r r 

X,99 

INSTALLATION 

The base pins of the X99 fi t the 
standard four-contact socket; the V99 
fits only the small shell socket witb 
bayonet slot. T he sockets should be 
installed so that the t ubes will operate 
in a vertical position. Cushioning o f 
the sockets in the detector stage may 
be desirable if microphonic distu rb• 
ances are encountered . 

A PPLICATION 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 
Millia m per ea 
O hms 

Micromhoa 
µµf 
1111£ 
pµf 
Type X99 

T-9 
Small 4-Pin 

X,99 

As detectors, 99's may be operated either with grid leak and condenser or with 
i:rid bias. The recommended plate voltage for the fo rmer method is 45 volts. A 
grid leak of from l to 5 megohms used with a grid condenser of 0.00025 µf ii 
satisfactory. The grid-circuit return should be connected to the positive fi lament 
terminal. For grid•bias detection the maximum plate voltage o f 90 volts may bf. 
used with the corresponding negative grid bias of 10. 5 volts. T he grid bias should 
be adjusted so that the plate current is 0. 2 milliampere with no input signal. 

As ampli fiers, the 99's are applicable to the audio• or the radio-frequency 
-' stages of a receiver. R ecommended plate and grid voltages are shown under 

CH A RACT ERIST ICS. 

'T'heu two types are uud principally for renewal purposes. 
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RCA- I 12-A 

DETECTOR, AMPLIFIER 

The 112-A is a three-electrode 
storage-battery tube for use as a 
detector and as an amplifier. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

FILAMENT VOLTAGE (D. C.)...... .......... ..... 5.0 
FILAMENT CURRENT . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.25 

P~C 

w F F 

PLATE VOLTAGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 90 135 180 max. 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 

GRID VOLTAGE* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • - 4.5 -9 -13.5 
PLATE CURRENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 6.2 7.7 
PLATE RESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5400 5100 4700 
AMPLIFICAT!ON FACTOR . . . . . . . . . . . 8. 5 8 . 5 8.5 
TRANSCONDUCTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l 575 1650 1800 
LOAD RESISTANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5000 9000 10650 
UNDISTORTED POWl!R O UTPUT .... , . 0.03 5 0. l 3 0. 28 5 
GRro-PLATE CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.5 
GRID-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . 4.0 
PLATE-FILAMENT CAPACITANCE ...... , • . . . . . . . . . . 2.0 

Volts 
Milliamperes 
Ohms 

Micromhos 
Ohms 
Watt 
µµf 
µµf 
µµf 

BULB .... . ...... .. ..... . .......... ..•. . ...•..... . . .. 
BASE ......... ... • .............. ... ..... . ......... Medium 

ST-14 
4-Pin Bayonet 

• The d,c resistance in the grid circuit should not e.xceed one megohm. 

INSTALLATION AND APPLICATION 

The base pins of the l 12-A fit the standard four-contact socket which should 
be installed to hold the tube in a vertical position. 

As a detector, the 112-A may be operated either with g rid leak and condenser 
or with g rid" bias. For grid-bias detection, plate voltages up to the maximum value 
of 180 volts may be used with the corresponding negative grid-bias voltage (21 volts 
approximately, at 180 volts). 

A s an amplifier, the 112-A should be operated as shown under CHARAC, 
TERISTICS. 

AVERACE PLATE CHARACTERISTICS 

TYP( 112-A 
E f=~.O VOLTS O.C. 

480 !1 60 
92C -503 R2 
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Radio Tube Testing 
The radio tube user - service man, experimenter, and non•technical radio 

listener - is interested in knowing the condition o f his LU bes, since they govern 
the performance of the device in which they are used. In o rder to determine the 
condition of a tube, some method of test is necessary. Because the operating 
capabilities and design features of a tube arc indicated and described by its electrical 
characteristics, a tube is tested by measuring its characteristics and comparing them 
with representative values established as standard for that type. Tubes which read 
abnormally high with respect to the standard for the type are subject to criticism 
just the same as tubes which are too low. 

Certain practical limitations are placed on the accuracy with which a tube test 
can be correlated with actual tube performance. These limitations make it unnecessary 
for the service man and dealer to employ complex and costly testing equipment 
having laboratory accuracy. Because the accuracy of the tube•testing device need be 
no greater than the accuracy of the correlation between test results and receiver 
performance, and since certain fundamental characteristics arc virtually fixed by the 
manufacturing techn ique of lead ing tube manufacturers, it is possible to employ a 
relatively simple test in order to determine the serviceability of a tube. 

In view of these factors, dealers and service men will find it economically 
expedient to obtain adequate accuracy and simplicity of operation by employing a 
device which indicates the status of a single characteristic. Whether the tube is 
satisfactory or unsatisfactory is judged from the test result of this single character
istic. Consequently, it is very desirable that the characteristic selected for the test 
be one which is truly representative of the tube's overall condition. 

SHORT CIRCUIT TEST 

The fundamental circuit of a short•circuit tester is shown in Pig. 48. While 
this circuit is suitable for tetrodes and types having less than four electrodes, tubes 
of more electrodes may be tested by adding more indicator lamps to the circuit. 
Voltages are applied between the various electrodes with lamps in seFies with t he 
electrode leads. Any two shorted electrodes complete a circuit and light one or 
more lamps. Since two electrodes may be just touching to give a high-resistance 
short, it is desirable that the indicating lamps operate on very low current. It is also 
desirable to maintain the filament or heater of the t ube at its operating temperature 
during the short-circuit test, because short•circuits in a tube may sometimes occur 
only when the electrodes are heated. 

SELECTION OF A SU ITABLE CHARACTERISTIC FOR TEST 

Some characteristics of a tube are far more important in determining ita 
oferating worth than are others. The cost of building a device to measure any one 
o the more important characteristics may be considerably higher than that of a 
device which measures a less representative characteristic. Consequently, three 
methods of test will be discussed, ranging from relatively simple and inexpensive 
equipment to more elaborate, more accurate, and more costly devices. 

An emission test is perhaps the simplest method of indicating a tube's condition. 
(Refer to DIODES, page 7, for a discu5sion of electronic emission.) Since emi55ion 
falls off as the tube wears out, low emission is indicative of the end of tube 
serviceability. However, the emission test is subject to limitations because it tests 
the tube under static conditions and does not take into account the actual operation 
of the tube. On the one band, coated filaments, or cathodes, often develop active 
,pots from which the emission is so great that the relatively small grid area adjacent 
to these spots cannot control the electron stream. Under these conditions, the total 
emission may indicate the tube to be normal although the tube is unsatisfactory. 
On the other hand, coated types of filaments are capable of such large emission that 
the tube will often operate satisfactorily after the emission has fallen far below the 
original value. 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N U A L 

Pig. 49 shows the fundamental circuit diagram for an emission test. All of the 
electrodes of the tube, except the cathode, are connected to the plate. The filament, 
or heater, is operated at rated voltage; after the tube has reached constant tempera• 
ture, a low positive voltage is applied to the plate and the electronic emission is 
read on the meter. Readings which are well below the average for a particular 
tube type indicate that the total number of available electrons has been so reduced 
that the tube is no longer able to function properly. 

Fig. 48 Fig. 49 

DIRECT
CURRENT t 
METER 

A transconductance test takes into account a fundamental operating principle 
of the tube. (This will be seen from the definition of Transconductance on page 
12.) It follows that transconductance tests, when properly made, permit better 
correlation between test results and actual performance than does a straight 
emission test. 

There are two forms of transconductance test which can be utilized in a tube 
tester. In the first form (illustrated by Pig. 50, giving a fundamental circuit with 
a tetrode under test), appropriate operating voltages are applied to the electrodes of the ~ 
tube. A plate current, depending upon the electrode voltages, wilt then be indicated by 
the meter .• If the bias on the grid is then shifted by the application of a different 
grid voltage, a new plate•current reading is obtained. The difference between the 
two plate•current readings is indicative of the transconductance of the tube. Thu 
method of transconductance testing is commonly called the .. grid-shift" method, 
and depends on readings under static conditions. The fact that this form of test 
is made under static conditions imposes limitations not encountered in the second 
form of test made under dynamic conditions. 

The dynamic transconductance test illustrated in Fig. 51 gives a fundamental 
circuit with a tetrode under test. This method is superior to the static transcon• 
ductance test in that a•c voltage is applied to the grid. Thus, the tube is tested 

A•C 

I 1~~~'1m 
TYPE) 

Pig. rn Pig. ~I 

under conditions which approximate actual operating conditions. The alternating 
component of the plate current is read by means of an a•c ammeter of the dyna• 
mometer type. The transconductance of the tube is equal to the a•c plate current 
divided by the input-signal voltage. If a one-volt RMS signal is applied to the 
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R C A RECEIVING T U B E M A N 
~ 

U A "'ol 

grid, the plate•current•meter reading in milliamperes multiplied by one thousand 
is the value of transconductance in micromhos. 

The power output test probably gives the best correlation between test results 
and actual operating performance of a tube. In the case of voltage amplifiers, the 
power output is indicative of the amplification and output voltages obtainable from 
the tube. In the case of power output tubes, the performance of the tube is closely 
checked. Consequently, although more complicated to set up, the power output 
test will give closer correlation with actual performance than any other single test. 

Fig. 52 shows the fundamental circuit of a power output test for Class A 
operation of tubes. The diagram illustrates the method for a pentode. The a•c 
output voltage developed across the plate•load impedance (L) is indicated by the 
current meter. The current meter is isolated as far as the d,c plate current is 
concerned by the condenser ( C). The power output can be calculated from the 
current reading and known load resistance. In this way, it is possible to determine 
the operating condition of the tube quite accurately. 

Fig. S'3 shows the fundamental circuit of a power output test for Class B 
operation of tubes. With a•c voltage applied to the grid of the tube, the current 
in the plate circuit is read on a d•c milliammeter. The power output of the tube 
is approximately equal to: 

(D,c current in amperea)I X Load resistance in ohms 
Power Output (watts) = -----------------

0.•05 

Pig. 52 

A 
IN 

~

I 

Pig. S3 

ESSENTIAL TUBE TESTER REQUIREMENTS 

l. It is desirable that the tester provide for a short-circuit test to be made 
prior to measurement of the tube's characteristics. 

2. It is important that some means of controlling the voltages applied to the 
electrodes of the tube be provided. If the tester is a•c operated, a line-voltage control 
will permit of supplying proper electrode voltages. 

3. It is essential that the rated voltage applied to the filament or heater be 
maintained accurately .. 

4. It is suggested that the characteristics test follow one of the methods 
described. The method selected and the quality of the parts used in the tester will 
depend upon the requirements of the user. 

TUBE TESTER LIMITATIONS 

Q 

A tube testing device can only indicate the difference between a given tube's 
characteristics and those which are standard for that particular type. Since the 
operating conditions imposed upon a tube of a given type may vary within wide 
limits, it is impossible for a tube testing device to evaluate tubes in terms of 
performance capabilities for all applications. The tube tester, therefore, cannot be 
looked upon as a final authority in determining whether or not a tube is always 
satisfactory. Actual operating test in the equipment in which the tube is to be used 
will give the best possible indication of a tube's worth. Nevertheless, the tube 
tester is a most helpful device for indicating the serviceability of a tube. 
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Ebb 1 

AL 
Ag a 
Re 
Cc 
C 
Eo 11 

V.G.' 

Ebb 1 
-D, 
Rg . 
Re 
Cc 
C 
Eo 3 

V.G.' 

Ebb 1 
DI 

Rg • 
Re 
C 
Eo 3 

V.G.' 

Ebb 1 

RL 
Rg " 
Re 
C 
Eo s 
V,G.' 

RESISTANCE -COUPLED AMPLIFIER CHART 

C a BlOCKING CONDENSER lµfl Cd :: SCREEN BY-PASS CONDENSER lµfl Eo ra VOLTAGE OUTPUT I Peak Volta I Rd" SCREEN RESISTOR 1ue9ohaal 
Rg 13 GRID R£SISTDR IUegohul Cea CATIIOOE BT-PASS CONDENSER lµfl Ebb= PLATE-SUPPLY VOLTAGE IVoltol Rea CATHODE RESISTOR IOhul 

DUPLEX-DIODE TRIODE TYPES: 2A6, 75 

90 180 
0.1 0.2' 0.5 0.1 0.2!1 0.5 - 0.1 

0.1 o.a, o., 0.25 0,5 I 0.!1, I 2 0.1 0.2!1 o., 0.25 0.5 I o., I 2 0, I o.z 0,5 0,25 
6300 6600 6700 10000 11000 11500 16200 16600 11400 2600 25100 3000 ,:,oo ,t8C)O 5300 7000 8000 8800 11100 23>0 ::1',00 3300 
2.2 1.7 1.7 1.2, 1.07 0,9 0.75 0.7 0.65 3.3 2.9 2. 7 2. I 1.8 1.5 c·.3 I.I 0.9 ' :,.5 3 2.7 

0.02 0.01 0,006 0.01 0.006 o.oo:, 0,005 0.,003 0.00~ 0.025 0.015 0.001 0.015 0.007 0.004 0.007 0,004 0,002 0.03 0.015 0.007 ~.015 
:, 5 6 5 7 10 7 10 13 16 22 23 21 28 33 25 33 38 31 " " 42 
23 d 29b 31 e 3' b '0 e '° 39 " '8 29 36 3-, " !IO ,'3 52 57 58 31 39 '2 '8 

' 
TRIODE TYPE 6F"5 

90 180 
0.1 0.2!1 0.5 O. I 0.25 o., 0 I 

0.1 0.25 o., 0.25 o., I o., I 2 0.1 0.25 0.5 o.z 0.5 I o., ' 2 O. I 0.2' 0.5 0.25 
4400 '800 !!000 8000 8800 9000 12200 13500 14700 1800 2)()() 2200 5500 '100 •!IOO 6100 6900 7700 1:,00 1600 1700 2600 
2.5 2.1 1.8 1.33 I, 18 0.9 0.76 0.67 o.,e 4., 3.3 2.51 2.3 1.8 I. 7 I.J 0.9 0.83 5 ,. 7 3.2 2.5 
0.02 0.01 o.oos 0.01 0.005 0.003 o.oo, 0.003 0.0015 0.025 0.015 0.006 0.01 0.006 0,004 0.006 0.003 o.ooi, o.oz 0.01 0.006 0.01 

' 5 6 6 7 10 B 10 12 16 23 -25 2l 26 32 24 33 37 :,:, 0 '8 ,, 
2D d 34 b :,SC 39 b ,:, e '' . 0 '6 '8 37 " '6 '8 53 57 53 63 66 '2 &9 52 56 -

.TWIN-TRIODE TYP.ES: 6A6,6N7,53 (ONE TRiODE UNIT) 

90 180 
0.1 0,25 0.5 O. I 0,25 0.5 0.1 

0.1 0.25 0.5 0.25 o., I 0.5 I 2 0.1 0,25 o., o.2!1 0,5 I 0.5 I 2 o., 0.25 0.5 0.25 
1900 22'0 2500 &O!IO •9!10 ''°°· 7000 8!100 9650 1300 1700 1950 2950 3800 ,:,oo 5250 6600 76,0 11!10 l!IOO 1750 21550 

0,02!11 0.01 0.006 0,01 0,006 0.003 0.006 0,003 0.0015 0.03 0,015 0.007 0.015 0.001 o.oo:,s 0.001 0.0035 0.002 0.03 0,015 0.001 0.015 
13 19 31 16 20 2, 18 23 215 35 •6 ,0 '° 50 57 " 54 61 60 83 86 75 
16 19 20 31 22 21 22 23 23 19 21 22 23 2, 2, 2, 25 2!I 20 22 23 23 

\ ':: TWIN -TRIODE TYPE 79 (ONE TRIODE UNIT) 

90 180 
0.1 0,25 0.5 0.1 0.2!1 o.s 0.1 

0,1 0,25 0,5 0,25 0.5 I 0.5 I 2 0.1 0,25 0.5 0.25 0.5 I 0.5 I 2 0.1 0.25 o.s 0,25 
2050 22JO 2350 olOOO 4250 '650 6150 68,0 7500 10,0 1250 1350 20,0 2,,0 2750 3,,0 ,100 ,650 800 1000 llOO 16,0 
o.,,. 0.015 o.009 0.01!1 0.006 o.oo, o.oo& o.oo, 0.002 0.04 0.02 ·0.009 0.02 0.01 0,00!1 0.009 0.0035. 0.002 0.02!1 0.01 0,CX)6 0,01 
5,e 8.4 9;5 7. I 9.7 12 8.8 12 " 21 27 " 215 3' 40 :,0 39 " '° 57 60 56 
,:, b 21) C 21) 31 e 33 3!i ,. 38 '° 27 31 3& 37 41 '2 42 " 

,, 29 3' 36 :,g 

Cl, .... 

0 

{;:'0?:> 

RL a PLATE RESIS'fOA llift1oha1I 
V.G.aVOLTAGE GAIN 

300 Ebb 1 

0.25 o.~ R• 
o.5 I 0,5 I 2 Rg, • 
:,goo ,:a:,o 5300 6100 7000 Re 

2 1.8 1.6 1.3 1.2 ·Cc 
0.007 o.oo, 0.001 o.oo, 0.002 C 

" 60 ,1 62 67, ,Eo 0 

53 56 ,a 60 6'3 V.G. 4 

300 Ebb 1 

0 25 ,. .. A• 
0.5 I o., I 2 Rg . 
3310 3500 4,00 5'00 6100" Re 
2. I 2 1.5 ,.2 0.!13 Cc 

0.007 o.oo, 0,006 o.oo, 0.002 C 
~ 63 ,0 62 70 Eo 3 

63 67 65 70 '70 V.G.' 

I• 

300 Ebb 1 

0.2!l o ... AL 
D.5 I 0.5 I 2 Ag " 
3'00 .4000 '850 6100 7150 Re 

0.0055 0,003 0.0055 0.003 o.0015 C 
87 100 76 114-~ 10, l;o s 

2' 2, 23 2, 24 - v.G.' 

300 Ebb 1 

0.2!1 0.11 RL 
0.5 I 0.5 I 2 Rg 2 

31,0 2350 28,0 .3600 '450 Re 
0,0055 0.003 O.OO!IS 0.003 0,0015 C· 

66 77 61 " 82 Eo s 

42 '3 " •6 '6 V.G.' 



El. 

Ebb 1 llO 
Rl • 0.05 0. I 0.25 
Rg " 0.05 0. I 0,25 0. I 0,25 0,5 0,25 0,5 
Re 2'00 ,200 3800 4!)()0 6!l00 7500 11100 15100 
Cc 2 1,6 I, 25 1.05 0.82 0,68 o.48 0,:56 
C 0,06 0.03 O.Ol!i o.o, 0.015 0,007 0.01!1 0.007 
Eo s 16 21 23 19 23 25 21 24 
V.G.4 7 7. 7 8. I 8. I 8.9 9.3 9.4 9. 7 

Ebb I. 90 
RL 0.05 o. I 0.25 
R9 I 0.0!'> O. I 0.25 o. I 0.25 0.5 0.2!1 0.5 
Re 2800 3400 ,000 4800 6400 7500 11400 14500 
Cc 2 1.62 1., I. 12 0.84 o.66 0.52 0,4 
C 0.05 0.025 0.01 0.025 0.01 0,005 0.01 0.006 
Eo :,, 14 17 20 16 22 23 18 23 
V.G.4 9 9 10 10 II 12 12 12 

Ebb I. 90 
RL 0.1 0.25 o., 
Rg • O. I 0,25 0.5 0,25 0.5 I· 0,5 I 
Re 4000 4200 4300 7200 7600 8000 11500 •12300 
Cc 2.07 I, 7 1.5 1.17 1.2 0.9 0,72 0.6 
C 0.02 0.01 0.005 0.01 0.006 0.003 0.006 0.003 
Eo 3 5 8 9 8 II 13 9 13 
V.G. 4 23 II 28 b 29 C 31 b 32 33 31 33 

Ebb I. 90 
Rl 0.05 0.1 0.2!1 
Rg • 0.05 0. I 0,25 0.1 0.25 0,5 0,25 o., 
Re 2300 2600 2900 3500 4400 5000 7600 9800 
Cc: 2 I. 7 1.27 1.2 0,9 o. 77, ·o.54 0.42 
C 0,05 0.03 0.01 0.03 0.01 0.0!)6 0,015 0.007 
Eo II 14 18 20 I!> 19 21 • l!I 18 
V.G. 4 8 9 10 10 10 11.' 10 II 

Ebb 1 90 
RL 0.05 0.1 0,25 

Rg " 0,05 0, I 0,25 O, I o, 25 0,5 0.25 0.5 
Re: 3800 4600 5400 6620 9000 10:,00 15100 20!100 
Cc: 1,4 I.I 0,86 o. 7 o.,, 0.5 0,31 0,25 
C 0,06 0,03 0,015 0.04 0,015 0.007 0.015 0.001 
Eo s 16 19 23 17 22 25 18 23 
V.G,4 4.5 ,.9 5. I !I. I 5.4 !1.5 5.3 ,., 

O· 

TRIODE TYPES: 56, 76 

180 
0.05 0.1 0.2!1 0.05 

I 0,05 0. I 0,25 0.1 o. 25 0.5 0,25 o., I 0.05 0, I 

18300 2400 3000 ,100 4500 6500 7600 10700 14700 17700 2400 3100 
0,32 2.5 1.9 1,65 1.45 0.97 o.8 0.6 0.45 0.4 2.8 2. 2 

0.003!1 0.06 0.035 0.01,; 0.035 0.015 o.008 o.o 15 0.007 0.0045 o.08 0.045 
28 36 48 55 45 55 57 49 59 64 65 80 

9.8 7. 7 8.2 9 9.3 9.5 9.8 9. 7 10 10 8,3 0.9 

rYPES: 6C5 (TRIODE), AND 6C6, 6J7-, 57 (AS TRIODES) 

180 
0.05 O. I 0.25 0,0!1 

I 0.05 0, I 0.'25 O, I o. 25 0.5 0.2!1 0.5 I 0.05 O, I 
17300 ~o 2700 3100 3900 5:,00 6200 9500 12300 14700 2100 2600 
o:3, 2.2 2.1 1.85 I. 7 1.25 1.2 0.74 0.!15 0.47 3.16 2., 

0.004 0.055 0.03 0.015 0.035 0.015 0.008 0,015 o.ooe 0.004 0.07!1 0,04 
26 " 45 54 41 54 5!> 44 52 59 57 70 
u·', 10 II II 12 12 13 " 13 13 II II 

DUPLEX-DIODE TRIODE TYPE 6Q7 

ISO 
O, I 0.2' O,!I O. I 

2 0.1 0,25 0.5 0.25 0.5 I 0,5 I 2 O. I 0.25 
13700 1600 1900 2100 3400 4000 4500 6000 7100 7900 1200 1500 
0.4!1 3 2.5 2.3 1.6 ,. 3 1.05 0.86 0.76 0.63 4.4 3.6 

0.0015 0.02 0.01 0.005 0.01 0.005 0.003 0.006 0,003 0.002 o.o, 0.015 
17 19 26 29 25 31 n 30 36 41 ,5 !12 
37 28 33 35 36 38 40 39 40 41 .34 39 

DUPLEX -DIODE TRIODE TYPE 6R7 

180 
0,0!1 0.1 0,25 0,05 

I 0,05 0, I 0,2!1 0, I o. 25 0.5 0,25 0.5 I 0.05 0.1· 
11:,00 1700 2100 2'00 3000 4100 4600 6700 8800 10000 1600 2000 
0.38 2.3 1.9 1.5 1.3 0.9 a.a 0,54 0.4 0.:,3 2.6 2 

0.003 0,05 0.03 0,01 0.03 0.01 0.006 0,01 0,006 0.003 0,055 0.03 
21 .,, 40 4!1 35 43 ,6 ,., 40 47 50 62 
II 9 9 10 10 10 10 10 10 II 9 9 

DUPLEX -DIODE TRIODE TYPES: 55, 85 

180 
0,05 O, I 0,25 0.0!1 

I 0,05 0.1 0.25 O, I 0,25 0,5 0,25 0,5 I 0,05 o. ,. 
24400 3200 4100 5000 6200 8700 10000 14500 20000 24000 3200 4100 
0,2 ,.a 1.6 1,2 0.9 0,7 0,57 0.43 0,29 0,24 1.9 ,., 

0.004 0,06 0,045 0.02 0,04 o.o 15 0.008 0.015 0,008 0,004 0,08 0.045 
26 ,., 44 49 37 47 !lO 40 48 53 !lO 74 

5.6 4.9 5.2 5.3 5.3 5.5 5.5 5,6 !1.7 5, 7 5.2 5.!I 

0.25 0.1 
3800 4'°° 
1.8 1.6 

0.02 0,04 
95 74 
9.4 9.5 

0.2!1 0.1 
3100 3800 
2.2 ,. 7 

0.015 0.035 
83 65 
12 12 

0,5 0,25 
1700 :zeoo 
3.05 2.4 

0.007 0,015 
53 43 
40 42 

0.2' 0. I 
2400 2900 
1,6 1,4 

0.(!1!1 o,o:, 
71 ,2 
10 10 

0.2!1 0, I 

5100 !1900 
1,2 ·o.a 

0.015 0,03 
85 64 
5.6 5.!I 

c: 
1 

300 
0.1 
o. 25 
6400 
I. 2 

0.02 
95 
10 

300 
O. I 
0.25 
5,300 
1.3 

0,015 
84 
13 

300 
0.2' o., 
3000 
1.66 

0.001 
52 
45 

300 
0.1 
0.25 
3800 
I.I 

0.015 
68 
10 

:,00 

0.1 
0.25 
8300 
0.54 

0,015 
82 

5.7 

0,!l 

7!l00 
o.98 

0.009 
104 
10 

o., 
6000 
I, 17 

o.008 
88 
13 

I 
3(!00 

1,45 
0.004 

62 
4!1 

0.5 
4400 

I 
0.007 

71 
10 

O.!I 
9600 
0,43 

0.006 
88 

!I,& 

£bb I. 

0.2!1 Rl 
o.25 0,5 I Rg t 

11100 1!13JO 18300 Re 
o.69 O.!l 0.4 Cc 
0.02 0.009 0.005 C 
82 96 108 Eo • 
IO 10 10 V,G.,. 

Ebb 1. 

0.'5 RL 
0.25 0.5 I Rg • 

9600 12300 14000 Re 
0.9 0.59 0.37 Cc 

0,015 0,008 0,003 C 
73 85 97 Eo II 

13 14 14 'V.G." 

Ebb 1 

O.tl RL 
o., I 2 Rg . 
4600 5500 63JO Re 
1.2 0.9 0.9 Cc 

0.007 0.004 0.002 C 
47 60 66 Eo s 

45 46 47 V.G. 4 

Ebb 1. 

0 '" 
Rl 

0.25 0,5 I Rg " 
6300 8400 10600 Re 
0,7 o., 0.44 Cc: 

0.015 0.007 0.004 C 
54 62 74 Eo 9 

10 II II V.G.4 

Ebb 1. 

0,25 R• 
0.25 0.5 I Rg " 
14300 19400 23600 Re: 
0,3 0.22 0.2 Cc: 
0.01 0,006 0,003 C 

71 84 94 Eo a 
,. 7 5, 7 !l.e V,G.' 



DUPLEX -DIODE PENTODE TYPES: 2B7, 6B7, 6B8 

Ebb 1 90 180 300 Ebb 1 

RL o.c 0.2!j o., o. I o.z o., 0.1 0.2!1 o., RL 
Rg IP 0.1 o.2!!1 o., 0.2!!, o., I o., I 2 0.1 o.z o., o.z o., I 0.5 I 2 O. I 0.2!!, o., 0.2!!1 o., I o., I 2 Rg z 

Rd 0.37 0.5 0,6 1.18 1.1 .. ,, 2.6 2.8 2.9 0.44 o., ,0.6 1.18 1.2 ,., 2.6 2,8 3 O.!I 0.!65 0.6 1.2 1.2 1.5 2. 7 2.9 3.4 Rd 
Re 2000 2200 2000 3500 3500 3500 5000 6000 6230 1000 l:IDO l:IDO 1900 2100 2Z>O 3300 3,00 3500 9!50 1100 900 1!100 1600 1800 2400 2!100 2800 Re 
Cd 0.07 0.07 0.06 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.04 0,04 0.00 0.08 0.07 o.o, 0.06 o.o, 0,04 o.o4 o.o4 0,09 0.09 0.00 0.06 0.06 0.08 0,0!1 0.05 0.0!1 Cd 
Cc 3 3 2,8 1.9 2. I 1.9 l,!I 1.55 1.!I 4., 4.4 4 2.7 3.2 3 2. I 

I 
2 2.2 4,6 , 4.8 ,.2 ,., 4 2.!I 2., 2.8 Cc 

C 0.02 0.01 0.006 0.008 0.007 0.003 0,004 0,003 0,003 0.02 0,015 o.ooa 0.01 0.007 0,003 o.oo, 0,003 0.002 0.02!1 0.015 0.009 0.015 0.008 0.004 0.006 0.003 0.0021 C 

£0 a 19 28 29 26 33 32 22 29 27 30 !12 53 39 55 53 C7 ,, !13 60 89 86 70 100 9!1 80 120 90 Eo a 

V;G,' 24 33 37 43 55 65 63 i35 .100 30 41 46 " 69 83 81 ~15 116 36 47 54 64 79 100 96 150 14!1 V.G.' 

PENTODE TYPES: 6C6, 6J7, 57 

Ebb 1 90 180 

RL 0.1 o.25 0.5 O. I 0.25 

Ro . 0.1 0.2!, o., 0.2!> o., I O.!I l 2 0, I 0.2!1 o., 0,2!1 o., I o., 
Rd 0,37 o • .u 0.44 I.I I, 18 1.4 2.18,, 2.6 2. 7 0.44 o.,' o.!I 1,1 1.18 1.4 2.45 
Re 1200 1100 1300 2.&00 ::ieoo .5600 4700 !l!IOO 5!IOO 1000 750 800 l:IDO 1600 2000 2600 

Cd O,O!i O,O!i o.o, 0.03 0,03 0,025 0.02 O.O!i o.'02 o.o, o.o, o.o, 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.03 

Cc: ,. 2 5. 3 4,8 3. 7 3. 2 2., 2.3 2 2 6,!I 6.7 6.7 ,.2 4,3 3,8 3.2 
C 0.02 0.01 0.006 0.008 0,00!> 0.003 o.oo, o.002!1 0,00 l!I 0.02 0.01 0.006 0,008 o.oo, 0.003!1 o.oo, 

Eo ' 17 22 3) 23 32 33 :ZS 29 27 42 !12 !19 41 60 60 45 
V,G, 4 .. .s, 66 70 8!', 92 93 120 140 !II 69 83 93 118 140 135 

1 Voltage at plate equals Plate-Supfly Voltar •lnus •oltage drop In RL and Re. For other supply •oltagea dlffer-

i~: !!i :: ~c::or:a~ 0 ~~t!ho~!:~ed, ,~/ a~al~~\~!s~•::::~r:~p;lnd=~:=~--"~J::: :~: m~~ 1::~;ty a c~~e~, 
•ult lplled by the ne• plate-supply •oltage dl.,fdod by the plate-oupp{y voltage correspondl119 to the 11:fed voft
ago output. 

i For. followlng atage laoa Circuit Dlagr•al. 

300 Ebb 1 
o., O, I 0.25 o., RL 

I 2 0.1 0,25 o., 0,25 o., I O.!I I 2 Ro 2 

2.9 2. 7 0.44 O,!I 0,!13 I, 18 1.18 1,45 2.45 2,9 2.9!1 Rd 
3100 3500 500 4!10 600 1100 1:200 1300 1700 mo 2300 Re 

0.025 0.02 0.01 0.07 0.06 0,04 0,04 o.o, 0.04 0,04 o.o, Cd 
2., 2.8 a., 8.3 8 ,., , .. !1,8 4,2 4,1 4 Cc 

0,0025 0,0015 0,02 0.01 0.006 0,008 0,00!1 0.005 o.oo, 0.003 0,002!1 C 
!16 60 " 81 96 81 104 110 7!1 97 100 Eo 3 

16!1 16!1 61 82 94 104 140 185 161 350 240 V.G.' 

: Voltage across Rg at grid-current point, 
Voltage Ga(n at 5 •olts IRMSI output uni_••• Inda• letter Indicates othen,l1e, 
: A~ 2 volts IRMSI output. c At 4 YOIU IAMSI output. 

At 3 volts IRMSI output, d At 2,2 volts IAMSI output, 

PENTODE DIAGRAM WITH LEGEND TRIODE DIAGRAM WITH LEGEND TWIN -TRIODE DIAGRAM WITH LEGEND 

,.,, G. 



FREQUENCY CHARAC TERISTI C or 
SINGLE- STAGE RESI S TANCE-COUPLED 

PENTODE AMPLIFIER 

!1-C J. 
-f, 420-

r RCQUC NCY -

NOTES 

'• 

A, Condcnser s ( 1 Cc, And Cd """'e ti"'"" chosen lo 9lvci out
put vo ltages eq1o1a l t o 0 . 7 Eo ro r fl o t 100 cych:s. For 

any other vt.lue of r 1, r:iu lt ip l 7 Y,11 l ues of C, Cc., anCI 

Cct b7 100/ f l· 

In the case o f condenser Cc, the ¥alues sho .. n Are f or 

.,_,, ,lll'l) I lfler .. Ith d-c heat er' OJ<C ltatlon. '11,'hen a-c Is 

u~ed, depend i ng on t he c ha r acter o f t he assoc latcd 

c i rcuits, t he gain, '""' t he ._a,..,e of f1 , It fflA)' bc 

neccuary t o Increase t he ¥alue or Cc to ~lnl...,lze hu ... 

distur bances. It ll'lay a l so be desi r able to have • d-c 

ootent l a l dl rrerence o f appro• l .-ately 10 volts bet•een 

he:'lt e r ano cathode. 

D. f :, .a frcquenc.7 a t ....,lc.h hlgri-rrenue nc, resoons t' begln'lo 

to fa l I off . 

C. Ttle YO!u.ge out put at f 1 for n I lice sta9 es equals 

10. 1 Eo1 ". 

D. Oecoui:lllng fllt eri5. ore not nece:ss3rJ f o r two s t;,9e:s or 

less. 

E. For :.I\ a--;,1 lfl e r- o f t1plcal coflstrvctlon, appr o ,rl ma! e 

va lves o f f,: fo r di ffe rent val ues of R L are: 

RL r, 

8Ji;~9· 
O.!> " 

~ggg er,• 
5000 • 

F . At.,..a1s vu hl,;hest pe n11 l:sa lblc value o f Ag . 

G. A var-l a t Ion o f ,1 IOI In values o f r e slatora end con

defltera ha s on 11 s l lg M e f hct on perf ol'"!llanca . 

.. 
FREQUENCY CHARACTERISTIC OF 

SI N GLE -STAGE RE S I STANCE -COUPLED 
TRIODE AMPLIFIER 

:, .. 
5 
0 .. 
" ~ 
~ 

o.& t 0 

g._ _ _,__ ____ ..,_ ____ ___ _, __ 
,, 420 ..... 

r REQUENCY --

NOTES 

'• 

A . Conr:iense r s Cano Ce h11ve been chosen to g ive output 

vo ltAges eQua l to 0 . 8 Eo t o r f 1 of 100 cyc l es . For 

/!IA.)' o ther- va l ue of f~ ft'u ltl p ly v alues o f C and Cc b7 

IOO/f 1, 

I n t ne c a se o f coneen:.er Ce, t he values :s,ho .. n a r e ! o r 

"" MIP lltl er .... 1t t1 d- e heat e r e •e;lt atlon. "hen e.-e I s 
used , dependlnp on the cha r act e r of t he a.ssoc l ated 

circuits, t r.«~ ga i n , and t tlCI value of f1 , It 111a7 be 

necessar y t o Increase the v alue o f Cc t o • lnir.i lzc nu~ 

dist u rbance s . It w.a1 a lso be desi rab le t o have .1o d - c 

pot entlal c:ilffer•nce o f app r o Jllflatel)' 10 vo lts bitt .,.een 

heat e r and Ci\l ho('e . 

B. f 2 i:: frequer>c1 at .. hJch hl 9 h-frequericy response beg i ns 

to fal I o ff. 

C. The volt age output a t f 1 f o r n Ill,• stages equ,ls 

10. 8 Eo l " . 

O. Oe eoupl lng fl lt c r s are no t necessar1 for tw0 s t ages o r 

I CISS. 

E. r o r an u.p l I ti er of typlcal construction, the v.1o l ue of 

f 2 I s • it I I a bove the a ud lo-f requenc7 range for any 

value o f Rl . 

F . Af w.iys u se highest pemlulble va l ue o f Rp . 

G . A variat ion of ~ IOI In valuelJ o f rea l s t o r a and co~ 

densers tlas onl1 • 1J I lpht e fhe t o n per to,...nc.e. 

FREQUE N CY CHARAC T ERI ST I C OF 
RE S I S TANCE-COUPLED 

TWIN - T RIODE AMPLI F IER 

HE I NFOR MATI ON UllDER TRl 0 0[ AIJPLIFltR '11\lM I CM 

GENERAL APPLIES AL SO TO THI S CASE. 

NOTES 

ta,,. dlagra. ... given above Is for PhasC'-lnVC'rtC'r Service. 

The slgna l Input 1$ s upp l l ed t o the grid o f t ho l e ft-har>o 

triode un i t . The g ri d o f t ho rl ght - harid un i t obt a l r>s ll s 

s igna l fro• a tap IPI on t ho g r id r es i t.t o r CRg l I n the 

out;:iu·t circu it o f t l'le l eft-hand trlo:Je unit. The tap IPI 

Is chosen so as .to rr.a"-e t he vol ~age o u t put o f t he ri ght

hand unit ec;ua l to t hat of the left- hano un i t . I ts l o<:a

tlon l s det el"'lll lned f r o111 the vol t age ga i n values given I n 

t he Cha rt. For e11all'lp l e, I f tne va lue of voltage ga in h 
20 lfro- the Chart I , IPI I :. c hosen !!.O ,'\Ill, t o ~ ... :,ply 1/,0 

o f the voltage .-cross IRgl t o t h e 9 rl d of tne right -hand 

trfOOP. 

Fo r- phas e- lnverter st>r vlce , tt,e catnooe resi s tor t Acl 

shou lo not tie 1>1-passed b1 a condenser. (),,II s,- lon o t t he 

c:onoenser In t h i s service •~s l s t s In balenc:ln; the outpu t 

vo lt•ge!.. Tl'I• value of 1ReJ I s speclrl t>d on t he basis 

t l'lat bet h un it s are operatl n9 sl•ulteneousl y ot ttoe setl'9 

va l ues o f p l ate l oad and p l ate .,oltege. 



Circuit Section 
The circuit diagrams given on the following pages have been carefully chosen, 

not necessarily to illustrate commercial practice, but rather to show many diffe rent 
uses of radio tubes. All of the circuits are conservatively designed to give reliable 
and sati:sfactory performance. Allhough re latively few c1rcu1t.- arc given, it is often 
practical to use a portion of one .:ircuit in combination with portions of other 
circuits to obtain a design meeting the desired requirements. Tuned-circuit constanta 
arc omitted from the receiver diagrams because inductance and condenser values arc 
usually subject to the individual requirements of the set builder. In addition, 
suitable, well-made tuned-circuit parts can generally be purchased at very reasonable 
cost. Information on the characteristics and the application features of each tube, 
given under each tube type, will prove of assistance in undcManding and lllili:in!? 
the circuils. 

SU?ERHETERODYNE RECEIVER FOR A-C O?ERATION 
NIH< SINGLE-TUBE '11.'(RSC f(EDBAO< POwtA A.✓."I.. IFIEA 

c. ~-2ooµJJr 
Cz.Ct;.C1z=c.ANCCO T\.r'H.;G CQ!'.'0(t:S(RS 
C3,C7,C1e,C23,Cz.:,C25: 0.05 JJf 
C41C~,C19:: 0-25 ur 
C5,C6,C1O,C17,C2O = 0,1 J.Lf 
C.11,Cz2:.100JJ.Uf 
cu=o!tC.t.l.ATOP TAA(l(;M". CO'..OC.lli!.CA 
'"'•C.26 = 0.01 JJf 
C.15,C21= SOJJ.Uf 
C1e,C31,Cl2,CJ3 = 8,JJ r. 500 V. 
Cz7:IOJ,Jf,l.OW VOLTAC.E 
cza=1µr 
c.a=osµr 
( 30: 25JJf,LOW VOLTAGC 
A1,A),.AIQ • tOOOOO OHM.S,Q.t Y,ATT 
R2,R11 : 2000 OHvs, 0-5 WATT 
R4 : 260 OUMS,O-1 WATT 
R5 : 3300 OHMS, Q,!> WATT 
Ae,R7,R14:;: !JOOOO OHMS, O IWATT 
Ra,R9: 20000 ~s. 0.1 WATT 
A12: 2 Mt'GCk\.lS, 0.IWA.TT 
A1J,R16,~17:I ~CGOHM1 0.1 WA.T T 
A15: 200000 OHMS, 0-1 WATT 
AL&i: 2 7000 OH"'-1S, 0.1 WATT 
Rig:,,_~ \Q....Ul..£-COtffROl. POTCNTO.<TtR 

\'.ITH TAP AT 2!;,0000 OHMS roR 
10!'-.t COVPENSATIOt.t. 

A20:1000 oo~.,s. 0 .1 WATT 
qz1=2000 OHlo.15,0.!l\•,ATT 

itzz•90000 01-WS,0 ~'.\ATT 
R23:z1O000 OHvs.o., WATT 
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Rz4: 170 01-11-'S. 2 \0,AT7S 
Rz~•20000 0.W5. !I .-.ATTS 

A26: 2!-0t•vs.o ~\\ATT 
L. a. ZOht"-ql(S, 1QOOt(\.15 
LJ>.: soo~ S,l,>(MLq net.a. 

& •.•;ATT5 
T1,T2:; l•F" TRANSf'ORt,,C_IU 
T3 • l~T TRANSl'"ORM£.R 
T4 : OUTPU'T fAANSFORvtR 

P\.ATt LOAO IW.PCDANC.t 
2~ OHVS 

T~= P0Wt.A TkANSF°M"-'!:.A 



' 

• 

R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

( B) 

TUNED R-f RECEIVER WITH AVC AND INVERSE FEEDBACK POWER AMPLIFIER 
CLASS ABI 6LG's, OUTPUT 32 WATTS 

R•r AMPLIF" l[ q 
TYPC 6L7 

l;•F" ~ •.tP\.IF"l[R 
"T'l'PC GL7 

C = !>0-200J.IJ..lf 
Ci.C7,C13,C2(): GANG£.D TU.,mlG CONO[NS(US 
C2,C3,Ce,CQ,C~ .c,5,C19,Cn,C27 : 0.0!>,µr 
O,:,C5,C6,C10,C11,C1z,Ctt1,C11,C1e ,C30,CJ1 = 0 l)Jf 
C21,C25 = 100 .UJJ.f 
c22 = 10 µr. LOW WLTAGt 

TYP[ <.L6 

Cz,: = TONC-COMPENSATION CONCCHS£R O 01 µ,r 
Cz& = 1.0 JJ.f 
C28 = SE.C M)T( ,3z~v 
C29=2!>JJ.f, LOW VOLTA.Ct 
C32,C33,C3.:; ,C35:; 8JJf, ~ V. • t167V. 
R 1,R3,R5.Re,R111Rl) = 100000 Q-i\AS, 0 . 1 WA.TT 
Az.R7,R12: 275 01-11,.•S , O.IWATT • 9V. 
r?,:,Rg,Ri-::: t00000H".f5, tWATT 
R5,R10,R16 = 12000 0'"1'15, OIWATT 
R1!,R25 = I WCGCHM, Q.t v.·.r.Ti R.22" •1700 OHMS, I W/,TT 
R17 = 50 000 Ot!t.'S,0,IWAT T R2J,Rz-, :::2 W[GOtWS, 0.1 WATT 
R1e: 200000 OH'-'.S, 0.1 WATT R26,Rz7: 5000 OH~✓-S, 0,1 WATT 
R19: 640 OtN!.,0.1 WATT R29::.197 OHJ/$, 5WATTS 
R10= I wtc.c:>tM \<OLU'.'!:-CO"ffROL. PO,":'C-..'TIG•ctlt R2").R30= 45000 0H',t5, !WATT T1 = 1:,PUT TRAt,Sr°OAVf.R roR CLAS.S AB1 c.L.6's 

WITH TAP AT 250000 Or!WS roR R31T12500 OH\<!$, 10 WATTS WITH Sl'llT S,(C(Y'~Y FOR INVCRSE 
TO~r:: CO'.'P(r~SATION L1= 20 HENRtCS, 100 OHMS rcconAC."-.RATIO PAI. TO '-2 sec.= I : 1 

R21= TONC-CCf,t Fl(!",;SA.TtOl-l R£.$tSTOR Lz:1!,00•0H'-.1 SP£AKCR f"IE.LO, T2= P\.Art-TO-PU.TC LOA.0 Of' 6GOO OHMS 
27000 0t-•.1s. 0 I ... , ... TT 7 WA.TTS T3= POv,E.R TRA:'4SfOW,.'CR 

"l.OTt .. C~'tt-~;;!'lo'i.~ ·;i~,& nu,J~Ct "l'C. ~S'~C!.S u,q.,~,TKS CPJM.,H \;ALUC r..-.•a!. rr;c,, Qt,(,00, TO C t-(,!,JJf ANO ~OU(D DC' 

(C) 
SUPERHETERODYNE AUTOMOBILE RECEIVER 

C1.Cu,C1s,C20= 0 .05 JJr 
Cz,C7:GANCCO TUNl!'.G CO,.,OCN$£.RS 
C3,Ce,C9,C10,c,2,C\3,CJJl, = 0 ,1 )Jf 
C 4 = SOJJ}lf 
C5,C17:Q. OI µ,f 
C5:0SCILLATOR TAA.CKl'JC CO"-OCNSCR 

C16: 100 J..11.Jf 
c ,e: 10 )Jf, LOW VOLTAG( 
c,9 = 0.2s JJf 
t21= 2S)Jf , LOW VOLTAGC 
r :: IGNIT ION- tNT(RrERCNCC F'ILTCR 
R1,Re : !00000 CH.-\S,0.1 WATT 
Rz: 400 OHMS, 0.1 WATT 
R31R13: 50000 OHMS,O.I WAT"; 
R4: 20000 0"1MS, 0,5 WATT 
Rs: 30000 OHMS, I WAT! 
R5: S,0000 OHMS,O.SWATT 
R7: 5000 OHMS,01 WATT 
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Rg: ~00 OHMS, 0 . IWATT 
R10=90000 OHMS, O.~WATT 
R11= 1000 01·0.t! ,0.I WATT 
R1z: I MCGOHM 
R14

1
R17,R19= 2~0000 0Hk1S , 0.1 WATT 

R1!)= 2600 OHMS, 0.1 WATT 
R1&= l•MEGOHM VOLUME CONTROL 
R19: 30000 OHMS, 0,1 WATT 
Rzo= 410 OHMS, I WAT'T 
T1,T2: 1-F' TRANSrORMCRS 
T3-: OUTPUT TRANSfORME.:R, 

L0,,\0 RCSISTANCE 7000 OH~ 



R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

(D ) 
A-C AND D-C SUPERHETERODYNE RECEIVER 

PO\'J(R OUTPUT 2 \'/ATTS 

., 

PENT ..v.,nJO CO'WERTER 
TYPE 6A8 

CHAS51S 

6'1 =• ;z5 X 

20 

SCAIES ~•CATER CIRCUIT 
y 

c 'l50 - 200JJJJ. r 
C1.C5=G.ANC(O Tui,,;:,.;c. CO'.;OCtiscns 
C2 ,C3,C9,C14 i: 0.05 JJ f 
c.i :; ~µµ.r 
C6,C 11 =0.01 JJf 

t-r AMf1..lrlER 
TYP. GK7 

rust 

C13,C15: 0.5µf 
C10,C17: -10 lJf, ~00 V. 
c,e = 0.01 JJr 

C7:0SCILLArOR PAOOING CONOCNSCR 
co= oµr. zoo v. 

R1,R1)/f1~,A16'1l00000 C)·•AS,0.IWATT 
R2,Rg,R1oi; ~000 O,,·•,t!), 0.1 WA.TT 
R31R,s :150CX) 0H"1.5, 0 I Y<ATT 
R5: 10000 ONM.5,0 5 ,',ATT 
R5,R7,Ru,~&2= 1 U(GOti•,1 <10=100µ µf 

Ct2= 0 .07 JJf R1;r=200000 01.•.tS YCILl-'.-C CO"ITAOL 

(E) 

CE:A',I PO:,£R A•P1 .. lrl£1\ 
TYPE. 25L6 

R,o • ~000 ()Hi,,, s._ 0.1 \',A.TT 
R11,R1s =2!)()000 O"-!•~s,0.1 ·,',ATT 
R1•p· 125000 0'"'-'$. 0.1WA.T -
A20c 1!0 0 • ,-.1.!i, ISY, ATTS 
Lt~SPEAK(R f"'CLO,lOOO OHMS, IOOV. 
L."!: r1LT[R Ct<>t\£ , RCSIST. 20 0 OHMS, 

1'10UCT AS LARG( AS P RACTICAl.. 
Ti, T2: 1- f"' TR:',"-lSF"ORJlCRS 
T3 • OUTPUT TRAl'.iSro.1:>.lc.R 

BArTERY-OPERATED SUPERHETERODYNE RECEIVER 
WITH OELAV(O AVC-FOR DAV- BATTERY A-A.'\lO a-SU'!JPLV 

c, s !,()-200JJIJf 
Q,C6,CIC):;GANGEO rv•~it.i; e,o,,,.cr.NS(R$ 
C,3,C7,Ct4 ,C15,C 6 ,C,21 05 JJ r 
C-4,C5,Ce.C12 : 0.1 JJf 
C9 =0.0000~JJf 
Cu=OSC\.LATOA PilOOING CON)[N!.CR 
C13:10J,Jf 
C17,C1& : IOOJJur 
Cn = Z~J.JJ.Jf 

1-r At.1PLrr1cR 
TYPE 3 ,1 

c10 • o.zs µ.r 

C 
·lV 

R1,R4,R7: 00000 OHMS, 0 I ..-,AT T 
R,2: !1000 OH•.tS,0,1~',ATT 
R3 = 10000 a.-vs.o, v.1,:rr 
R~Rg,Rl2,R13: "°000 0HM$,O.t V.-ATf 
A& s l'OOOO OH"A~, 0 I WATT 
R4a:2 U[G0HYS, OI WATT 
R10:2'000,JO ••.,S,01\',Att 

l bO-

!, !, 
C A • A- (" 8 

-22 SY. • l)SV 

n11 • 1-M£C,()tll,A VOLu,. ... CONTROL 
Ri.J 11•.tEc.C>-~, 0 !\\'AtT 
s :.OP!.T s,•, ,TCk o~, \'Q..W£ 

co•,rRCJL 
T1, T,2: 1• f' ,n.-..-..isFOfiMCRS 
f) OQIV(R TIV,NSf'ORM(A 

RATl()P TO'-:a,$£.c ::1 53 . 1 
f ,s •TF l~A.•.$J"C)fh,'I( R 

• 



i 

R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

(F) 
BATTERY- O?::Rl,EO 5 --,QRT- .'.A. E 'lECEb ::" 

2.J - ,v._l f'l.;)£,S 

(G) 

C1.Cz : 1C0µµ f u Cl.lT lYi'(. 
C3,C4 .: 3SµJ,J f1,10C,(T T.-,t 
C5.C5 ,C7.C11 = O.CS s>r 
cs.c o = o.ooozs µ r 
C9 : 1µ, f. tO,"./. 
~, : !00:, 0,-.0.•S . 0 .1 , ',4,Tl 

l ....... ~\ ........ J 

::.. ;,t;:. A•.•::-._,r•(~ 
r f?{: ll 

•!J, • C.•A • .!S',' • 1JSV. 

Rz =!OC,•rOt-•,• PC.·t·,· •"t"T£~. 
A·F ..O..UIA: ..,,.:. ~ 

~.3=2·!J•,"(~'.:.-1•1S,'l ;, .. ~,. 
=i:. , ........ -·. • R ... oos·•· 
R~: ~~~-" ·•.• POT(","" c .... ::-r.=i, 

R::et•,(01,-IQ•. CC,',TR~ 
R6- ?5:J - c-•1s, o. , .. ,.-; 

~1 : ~000-0-•.• ?()'';'['-.11()•.•tT(R, •-r '.'O\..V.-!. CO',{:'°R-ot.. 
:..,,Lz,:,_3 -:; a-,· LL:r'i• ,~, R-;" , .. o,<:: 
L.: : )!.)() • !>OO r-£1>,;q,f C~!. 
- 1 = 0U":'P.,.l TRA"-Sroqv ER roq 

:.. s · .. c;_£ n 
S1=0::>.5.-. s :.-<[::>· S,', "':'C .. 

BATTERY-OPERATED SUPERHETEROOYNE RECEIVER 
roR VIORATOR 8-SUPPLY 

•• 

C:50-200 >,JUf 
C1.C5,C9 .:: GANGCO T UNLNG CO"-DCNS(~ 
C2:,C6,C1:hCt6: 0,05 JJ f 
C3,C4,C10,C11,C12,C1.i,C15: 0,1 JJf 
C7:000005J,!f 
Ce=OSCILLATOR PADDING CONOCNSCR 
C17iC21 = 100 JJ µ f 
Cie,C19 =0.25JJf 
Czo:0 0025iµf 

I • F" AVPLtrl(R 
fYP ( IA'1 

Czz =0005 ,U f 
R1,Rz,R4,R9,R10 ,R1e= 100000 O,.i•,,S, 0.1 WA.TT 
R3,R 11 " 5000 OHI/S, I WATT 
R5,,R1) =!>0000 OHo..tS, O I WAT T 
no : 20 000 OH\1S, 0 .1 WATT 
R7: 3 0000 OHMS, I WATT 
n e= 1000 OHM ! ,01 WAT T 
R12 = 2 tl!:GO"i\1S 
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C 
-2v. c1 

R14, ~11= 2!)0000 0..-v s , o.1 WATT 
R15 , R 19 = I '-'(GOH'-! 
R1e; 600000 QhMS,0.1 ~-.ArT 
St,52: OP.S..T SNITCH ON \IOLUV f; 

CO'-MOL 
T1,Tz=t-f TR.i..NSfOH" CRS 
T)=CL ASS 8 l:'l.:P\JT 1RA~.srOAM(R 
T4 : CL A!>S B OOTPl,IT TRA,!>r~•,tC:,~ 



R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

H ) 

(J) 

rllGrl - PONER AUDIO-FREQUENCY AIAPLlflER 
ClL~. A82 6L6's, OUTPUT !,!, w,HTS 

C1,C&: 2 '-HJf, 2~ ·,1 

t..z: o 03,:, µr, 1000,.. 
C.3:.1•JJr.•:io, 
Y,C:i= &µf, •~ " 
R1:o.:iwtGO""'-' 

-z=e,,ue,..tJS,0tWATl 
~l; !>000 0,U,,S. ZO v.Al TS 
A£::,ooooON•.-s, !, .... A.TTS 
Us: )!,00()-IMS,-'Oll'IATlS 
~(, ~ ZOO 0H•AS, ~ W4TTS 

LI:. S~t.,JI t~ A" 2l.Q ~, )0 Ct'•J1$ CQ L[SS 
L2:2'0rl0,"Rr$ AT 1Y)UA,,CQC,.,1,A:, ~ t.,[s.) 
T, : ",'1'\Jl fJ;J,,N!,(00•,'(A rc,t Ci.ASS •Bl 6L6·s 
1 z:. WT PUT JA.V4VO"ll[R, 

PL~TC•TO•P\..AT( L0,,,0 )600 OMIAS 
r3,T,. :PO ..... CA TP.-0 ,!>rOFhJ'{QS 

NOii-RADiATiNG REGENERATIVE SHORT- WAVE RECEIVER 

ti ,r A•,• r ,_f. 

'"'1'•( f. ... 1 

C1,Cz•JSJJJJf V,OGCT TYP( 
C3,C4 :I00JJJ.Jf t110G[l T'IPC 
C:,,Ca,C7:0.0IJ.J f IIICA TYF[ 
c e:.0.1 JJf 
C9,C1oc0.0002SJJf 11,CA l'l'FC 
c11: 1µ r,2oov. 

• Z!IOV. 

C12,C13z6•2!>JJf CL.[CTRCLTTI(, ZS 'I 
R1;2JOOH•AS-,OIWATT 
A2: 1QOOO•Ot,1,1 \',1R[ ·WOU','0 

POTC•~T101.1t•tr.t 

,.., A•,•~rr,LR 
fYF( tC.S 

~,',{G NIP\..t(l(_R 

"'PC cro 

"" 
Rl• 100000 Ott•JS, I \',ATT 
A4 :s !10000 OHl/5, I \'.All 
R!>:2-5 ,..? GOHMS,O,t WATT 
Rez2:10000 OH\45, I WATT 
R7 11 M(GOHM, 0,1 WAT T 
~&:: 1000 0ttM51 I WATT 
R9•1!>COO 01--vs, :I WATTS 
q,o: !>OCOO•Ot-t"' POTtt.Tt0,1tT(Ft, 

R[C,PJ(RAT ,O•l CQl'.lfQQ.., 
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ku :s !>000 Ou•,,15, I WATT 
Ri,21:IOOOOO· OH•A YOLI.N( CONTROL 
R131::610 Ott•IS, I ',',All 
51 • 5 P.S.1. SW11Ct1 
LI• 8·M1LLIH(NRY R·f Ctf0t!.( 
LZ* 300•!100 ~th~Y A•r Ctto,\C 
T1 • '-ITCRSTAGC. TRANSfORV(A, 

3 11 $TCP-UP T\iA~.15 RATIO 
T2: CUTP\Jl 1 RA•,.~f'"CAV(R 

C) 



.. 

R C A 

(K) 

(L ) 

R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

VOLUME EXPANDER USING TYPE 6L7 
F"OA USE IN A PHONOGAAPH /\\/PLIFIER 

roA OISCU: ION f'$ THIS CIRCUIT JC( PAC£ 23 

Ci.C.l,C~. Q.1 J.Jf 
C2,C.s,C&:: Q.5 JJ; 
A11:1-•.-rc~-... PO-t•~,..,o,,c-r~ 

VQL,.,•,-t.-LE:vt• C-ONTPOL. 
Pz: I ' -'tGO'"l'.4 
A3,A6:: 00000 Qt-IVS, I,_,,,._-
R 4 :: 1-vcco,-.,., POT(NTIOV(-:-(A 

(XPA.-..S10'J CO'\ITROL 
A!): 10000 Q-.1.,• 5, 0.1 1/iATT 
Q7:: !00000 Ot4._.S, 0.1 \/,'AT • 
Qe,: z~ooo 01--01,s, 0.1 ....... r· 
Ag: !,00000 Ot-lMS, Q.• ,',ATT 

~.ore - A_L rcP~• N-'' P01"~ ~'3. 
CN ?0.'t(R UNIT SHOU\.0 8t 
AO(r:'JATELY 8V-PASS(O. 

NON-MOTORBOATING RESISTANCE- COUPLED AMPLIFIER 
VOLTAGE GAIN : 9000 

c,,c.:: eµr, LOtl VOt.TACC 
Cz,C5:: O.O&JJr. VOLTAG( RATlNG 45 111CM 

4.S \'OLTAGC SUPPLY 
CJ,C&=0006JJf, \/Cll,TAC( RAT1-..C AS H:CM 

/\5 VOLTAGE $UPPLY 
Rt=-YOU.r.,!:'-CONTAOL POT(t,1TIO'-'!:TCR 
R2,RO c 600 0+1MS, 0,1 Y.ATT 
R3,R7,R9:: 500000 0H\.1S, 0-~ WATT 
A4,R4:: 100000 Qt,l\f.S, 0,1 WAT T 
Rs= ~000-0HM \Q..UV£•CO~ITRot.. 

POTENTIOMHCR GANCCO WITH R1 
r :: OCCOUPLINC F-"ILTCR 

NO T E--Valuea of resistance and capac.1tance 1bm.vn in th11 circuit arc taken from the Chan in the 
llui1tancc•Coupled A.mpli6er Section . The valuCJ m th11 -.-hut are chosen to give a 11barp low• 
frequency cut•off and, th us , to minimi: e tendency of multiple 1tagc:s to mot.0rboat. Three or mo re 
ata&ea, including power· at.age, operated from a common B aupply may require a decoupling filter in 
the plau:,aupp ly leads of one or mo~ nf the voltas;;c. amr,1ifit>r uai;es. T he conauntt of d coouplinr,; 
lltcu depend on the dc.,ign rc.quiremenu of the ampli6er. 

(M ) 

0-

AUDIO AMPLIFIER FOR USE ON 115-VOLT D-C LINE 
CLASS A1 - POWER OUT~T, t. V:ATTS• 
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c.,.c, • 'l jOl'J ... r 
CF 1'>µf,L0IJ 10(._fAG( 
(4S0,03'>,1J:' 
C•,.C6 t: 2 J.J.r. •~" 
C. t: 4 J.Jf, •'>0 ... 
R1 :c !',Q,')000-0H~ v?I..U~l co~nROL 
P;tl SOIJO 0'"''•'5, 0 I WAT f 

P1,.R4 :I: ~~000 0H"4!t,0 l \',AT T 
Re, c -11~000 0tt"4S, 0 I W,t>:· T 
Re. c z1oooc ... v1,o 1-1,11.r .. 
s:t,: ~000 0 .. •,,i:S,0 I WA-• 

Re z 10 OHVS, r WAT J 
RI):, 4000 ()t-lt,-5, Z WATT~ 

A1Q': 1~ OHVS, !,,O ,',All) 

~11 • tOO OttMS,2!, WAT TS 
Lt :c nLT[R C.HQt$.C, I0H(r.R,(S 

AT •2'> t.'A 60 ()N',!~ 

L;t~ 5r[Al'\(R ri(LO, 110 VOLTS DC 
T : OUTPUT TRA.NSrorHA[A, 

O\,AT(•T0-P\.AT[ LOAD 30000.4'-G 
• ,..,A .. ,._- ,:.~,[ •~r-._r rOQ r 

; J.r ~P\J• 0 )'1 \IC IS, S"{ IV\ 



R C A R E C E V N G T U B E M A N U A L 

(N ) 

(P) 

( Q) 

TWO-CHANNEL AUDIO MIXER 
VOLTA(;.£ GA.:,./ rRC\~ [ACH GRID or 6""7 'l"0 OUTPUT IS APPROXl,.•ATELY 9 

l~PUT D 

., T
OUTPUT TO 

GRID OF 
C2 NEXT STAGE 

' 

C1 = 8 JJr, LO'N VOLTAGC 
cz= 0.1 JJr 

+Z!>QV, 

At;: 2~ 01-'US, 0.1 WATT 
Rz,R3:250000 0/iVS, 0,1 WATT R,t. 1 R5,R&:: I MEGOHM 

HIGH-GAIN SINGLE -TUBE PHASE INVERTER 
TOTAL VOLTAGE t.rv"PL!flCA- 107'1 or 6F'"5 : 60 

Ql,i:,,3:: 0,05, ._,(COo-tV,Ot~t.Tl 
Q2,q~q6:: 0.1 'J[C,()HY,OIV.:Al'r 
Cl"- :1- ,.•(GO..,V \OL.U•,'( CO'TTA<X. 
Q7:: 2600 0..+MS,0 IWA"'l 
C!5,C!9: 0 ~M(GOI--IV,0.tWATT 
ci,o:: StAS qcs,s-oo 
c.,:: 100 JJJJf 
c2,C.4,C.!:, = o, ur 
C3::4-81J.r 
C.6= ~jJJ.lf 

•• 

rr, 
~~DuT 

C.7 = 100 TO 500 JJ,l.lf (R-r B~·PAS~ CO~OH.:S(R} 
t..,c)T[ - rep P~(C P!-tA$( !W(QC,~•J, TH£ (l.i:r.c··:,tf: .. ( TO GPQu,~o ,.cnoss A6 SHOU.0 & N()T Ll-,Q(.(Q 

rMr.•J ..... t.r .f.C.i::-o~s ~5, l-11-. n,'-LL .,er.er=: si:. ... :.cp, TM!: lM( .t.•.a TM£ 6r~. S>-'O..A..O ec sMoor 

DOUBLE - BUTTON MICROPHONE PRE -AMPLIFIER 

-, ,?7!,V, 

C.1,Cz:O.OI J.J' lC"'-' V0l '4C,( 
C1:8µf, LOW YOt..TAC.( 
C.11,C.7:,? >J<f, 3!,0V 
C!:,.:0.1~ f. l~O V 
C6.:!J.Jf, LO~·~ vo._rAC,( 
Ce=I JJ'. )00 V 
q,=zooo,•,.• wsDc-wcur-.o PC1tt1.· c •~c-cQ 
'Gz=2!>0000 o ... v vo1.uvc-cor .. JA01.. ~01c,· cvc 1 c:: 
q3,A7:ZZOO O•H.•S, 0.1 WATT 
R.! . qo~'-,0000 Q.-!M~,0-~ WA.T"T 
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!:?!>• R' :10000 0 '1M5, 0.1 WA 1 t 
R6:0.!:, M (GOHt.A , 0,1 WATT 
L1,Lz.: e MILLIH(NAY R-r CHOKC 
·, = '-' !CROPNO'VC INPUT TRANSroR~CA 
lz=OUTPUT COUPLING P~ANSrORMCR 
J,, Jz:: S1NGLC -CLOSCO-C•RCUIT J ACK 
51:~ P . 5,.1 . SWlfCH 
A.:6-12V MICROPMON( 6.AiT(A.Y 
t,J: OOUBLC -eu, TON MICACPt-lONC 



' 

; 

R C A R E C E V N G T U B E MANUAL 

(R) 

CL ASS B AMPLIFIER FOR PORTABLE USE 
POWEA OlJTPi.lT 10 WATTS 

(S ) 

C.1 =t.JJJf. LO.'I VOL ':"AG[ 
Cz= O S J.Jr 
C.3 :0.0l6jJf 
C~ = 25 lJ.f, LOW VOL T/.(.( 
?1: 500- 0H~.~ WID[ - \',•O~.ri O POT[·,.• 0 ','(!E.:, 

c, 

•.. 

Rz: ~000-0H•~ VOLU'.t( ·CO' 1"'0';'_ ~•(•,.,. :)•,•:: - :::: 
R3; 5 000 OHV S, Q.1 WATT 
R..; = 100000 OHVS, 0 5 WATT 
R5 = SO OOO OHMS, 0 5 WAT • 

•• 

C.LASS B 
M,1~1 r1 (.;) 
fYP( 6 .. H 

'.·t~ l 
TT 

0 1>= 2500,0 o-·,s. o. \.,. - 
q1 = 900 0.-•.-'S, O· \• • .c,,-7 

}-:;:1 
~ -' 

,,1 = ooua:..c -e.;· -o-, "'° ,~0:1-.J,.:: 
S ::: V C.DO?...+Q"-, ::_ A'~l) M(A.,.. (D 

$ ,•11~ , ... 
- =, •. ::.=>o:J~Ji.r •,:,:.,;,.. - DA',sro,:1•.•r=> 
· z=C~ ASS e ,,c, .. . - DA'lSrOQ•.t[D 
· 3 =CLA55 9 0;.i "'Pi.: .. - ~:.~ 5r-~,.,~=> 

CLASS A AUDIO -f- REQUENCY AMPLIFIER 
OUTPVT 12 WATTS 

A-F 
INPUT 

C1 = 0 .1 µ f 
c2= s_µ r. 2sv. 
C3 = 2 µ. (, 350v. 
<:.: = o.s }J.f 
C5 = 25Jlf, 75 v. 
C 5 = 10 µf, 400V. 
C7 = 8 _µf , 350V. 

R 1 - Q.5- 1 MEGOHM ,· 
R2 ::::s. 2200 OHMS, 1 WATT 
R 3 = 100-0HM POTENTIOMETER 
R4 = 5000 OHMS, t WATT 
R5= 50000 OHMS, 1 WATT 
Rf>::a 3450HMS ,15 WAT TS 
R 7 = 2560 OHMS , -0 WATTS 

+25lV, 

TO OTI-iEA 
ST.AGES OF 
RECE.IVEt:t 

L 1 = FILTER CHCt<E ; 12 HENRIES AT 175 MA ,,60 OHMS 
L 2 = Fll.JER CHCt(.£; 30 HENR!ES AT 95 M A,515 OiMS 
L3 = sPEAKER FIELD : 2.500 OHMS, 125 v, 
T1 = PLATE-TO-PUSH-PULL-GRID INPUT TRANSFORMER 
T 2 = CtJTPVT TRANSFORMER 

T 3 = ~~f,}~~i~TE~~~S C000 VOU-AG£-
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11l111e resistnuce .................. 12 
power oul put (push- pull triodes, 

Clnss A) .. . ..................... 10 
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sdf-bias resistor ................. 35 
trnnscouduct nnce ... . ........... . 12 
,•oitnge nmpliflcntion (gain) ....... 15 

Ct1rrier , v,we . ..... ........... . ...... 20 
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connection ......... . .... .. • .. .. ... 3·1 
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Choke-Input F i lter ... ... ...... . ... . . 37 
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nuclio m ixer ........... . . • ........ 184 

~:;c. : : : : : : '.: : '. : : : : : : : '.:: : : : : : : : : : : ~g 
duplex-diode pentode . ... ...... 27, 67 
duplex-diode t!'lodc ... .. .. . ... 27, 104 
emission test .... . .... ... .. ...... 171 
fu ll-wave rectifier ... .. . . ......... 2:i 
hnlf-wnve r ect!lier ......... . . ..... 2G 
high-gain n-t nmplilie r .. . ...... . .. 183 

Page 
in,·erse feedback ...... 21, 22, 178, 170 
microphone pre-ampliJJer ........ . 184 
oscilintor . ... . ... .. ............ ... 31 
pen ta grid com·ertcr . ..... ..... .'17, 5:1 
phase inverter ....... .. ...... . U, 184 
power :1mplifie1· .. . ..... .. 182, 183, 185 
11owe1· output test .. . . .. ...... . ... 173 
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short-circuit fest ........... ... . .. 171 
short-wnve receiver .......... 181, 182 
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r eceh·er ........ .. 178, 170, JSO, 181 
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tuned r-f receh·er ............... . 170 
,·oltnge-doubler rectifier .. ........ 26 
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Condenser-Input Filter .. . .. . .. . .... 37 
C'nm·ersion Cun·e, Use of .......... . . 19 
ConYersion Transconductnnc!' ....... 13 
Corrccth'e Filte r ... ............. . .... ~3 
Cross-llfoclulnl ion ... . .... . ... .. . ..... 16 
Current : 

cntho<le ........ ... • ... • .•.•....... 
grid ......... . .. . .. .. .. . ........ 20. 
pen k plate ....... . . ... . . . . . ... ... . 
plnte ... ...... ... . ..... . .•... . ..... 

35 
21 
J3 
7 

Cut-on: .... ....... .. ........ . ...... .. . l4 

Delayed Automntic Vol. Control 
(DAVC) ...................... . 20 

Dcmoclulnlion ...................... . 20 
Detection: 

diode ............ ... ............ . . 
gricl-bias .................. . • . . ... 
gricl lenk and condenser . ...... . .. . 

26 
28 
28 

Diode : 
hinslng ................. . ........ . 
c·onsiderntions ..........•.•. .. .... 
<ll'tection . .......... . ..... .. .. . .. . 
load resis t or . .... . . ............. . 

27 
7 

20 
20 

Driver ~'nbe . ..... ... . ...... ...... 20, 21 
Unplex Diode: 

pentode .................. . ....... . 
trioclc ............. .. .. .... . • ...... 

11 
11 

Dynamic Chnrncleristics 12 

Jo:Jcctron: 
consicleralions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Rc•co nd:11·r ....................... !l, 10 

Electron -Ray Tubes ... . .... 11, 30. 73, 81 
l ~mh;slon : 

current . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
sccondnn· .... ... . ....... •. .... . . 0, 10 
tc•st ....... . .. . .......... ....... 7, 171 

Fecdbnck: 
in,·ersc . .. . . .. .. .... . .. ... . 21. 170, JSO 
11nclcs ired . .... .. ............. . . 30, 37 

Filament (see Ilcnter ancl Cat h ode): 
operation .............. . ..... ..... 33 
resistor, power dissipntlun of ... . . 33 
resis tor, Ynlue of ............... :l:l, :H 
S!'ries operntion .... .............. 34 
s upply Yoltnge ....... . . . ... ...... 33 

F il ler: 
c li oke-inpnt ...... . .. . .. .. . . . ...... 37 
co udcnscr- input ......... .. ... ... . 37 
co r recth·e ........... . .. . ..... ..... 23 
rnclio-frNJuency ... . .. . ........... 37 
resistor .... ... . ..... .. ...... ... . .. 37 
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RCA G-TYPE RADIO TUBES 

(OCTAL-BASE, GLASS-BULB TYPES} 

In addition to the types o f t ubes shown on the preceding pages, the followini: 
octal•ha,e, glass•bulb types are also available. These types are identified by the "' 
letter .. G" following the type number. For each of these types, the corresponding ,.., 
glass or metal t ypes are indicated below, together with socket connections and overall 
dimensions. Characteristics data for the G•types, except for some differences in 
capacity values, arc the same as those for the corresponding types. Socket connection 
diagra ms are shown on page 19 I. 

N OTE: Certain C•typcs have :10 inti.!rnal shield which ia brought out to Pin No. 1. Socket connection• 
for ,uch trpes designaie Pin No. I as SHIELD. For G•typc., without SHIELD connect ions. Pin No. I 
is marked N C . Other symbol• on rocket diagrams arc c,plamcd in the KEY TO TERMINAL 
DESIGNATIONS OP SOCKET CONN ECTIONS on page 39. 

Ma,. Overall G,Scrics Corresponding Socket D imcnaiona Type Glas, Type Meiol Type Connections Length x Diam. 

IC7,G 1C6 G-?Z 41% 2" X 11½.o" 
ID5·G IA4 G,5Y 41%2" X 11½.o" 
1D7,G 1A6 G,7Z 41%2" X 11½.o" 
lES-G IB4 G•5Y 41%2" X 11½.o" 
1E7-G § G·8C 41A;" X Jljfo" 
JF5•G IF4 G·6X 4%" X Jl¾ow 

1F7•G IF6 G•7AD 41% 2" X 11½.o" 
IH4•G 30 G,5S 4¼ " X 11)<\o" 
IH6•G I BS / 25S G•?AA 4¼ " X ll)fo" 
1]6·G 19* G-7AB 4~s" X lo/to" 

5U4•G 5Z3 G-5T 5n'tn" X 2½o" 
5V4•G 83-v G-5L 4%" X l1¾o" 

5X4•G 523 G·SQ SI:½ o" X 2½o" 
5Y3-G 80 G-5T 4%" X Jl¾o• 
5Y4·G 80 G-SQ 4%" X Jl¾ow 
6A8·G 6A8 G·8A 415/42" X 11½.o" 
6B8·G 6B8 See bottom page 192 41%2" X 11½.o" 
6C5·G 6C5 G·6Q 4¼" X 1%a" 

6D8-G See data on page 189 G·8A 41¾2" X 11½.o" 
6P5-G 6F5 G,5M 4193!! 11 

X z!)fo" 
6F6-G 6P6 G,7S 4fig'' X 113/io" 

6H6·G 6H6 G•7Q 4¼" X 1%o" 
6J 5•G Sec 6J5, page 192 G·6Q (6J5·G)t 4¼" X l l½a" 
6J7•G 6j7 G-7R (6J7•G) 41%2" X l~fo" 

6K5·G See data on page 189 G-SU 41%2" X 11½.o" 
6K6·G 41 G,7S 4W' X !%ow 
6K7•G 6K7 G•7R (6K7•G) 41¾2" X 1%.o" 
6L5,G See data on page 189 G·6Q 4¼" X 19/20" 
6L6·G 6L6 G•7AC 5%o" X 2½o" 
6L7•G 6L7 G-7T 41%2" X 1%o" 

•. §. t, #: ,cc next page. 
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R C A R E C E V N G T u B E M A N u A L 

Max. Overall 
G·Scrics Correspond~ Socket Dimenaiona 

Trpc Glas, Trpc eta! T ype Conni.:ctions Length x Diam. 

6N7,G 6N7 G-8B 4%" X l1%o" 
6Q7,G 6Q7 G,7V 41%2" X 1%o" 
6R7,G 6R7 G-7V 415/22" X 1%6" 
657,G Sec data on page 189 G-7R (6K7,G} • 1~" X I%o" 
6T7,G Sec data on page 190 G,7V 41%2" X 11½.o" 
6\16,G See data on page I 90 G-7AC 4%" X l1l½o" 

6X5,G 6X5 G,65 ~W' X 1%.o" 
25A6-G 25A6 G-75 4~R" X J1%o" 
25B6-G Sec data on page 190 G-7S 4%" X 11o/lo" 
2516-G 2516 G-7AC 4%" X l 1o/lo" 
25Z6-G 25Z6 G-7Q# 41k" X [0' ,, 

/16 
• Except that filament current is 0.2-1 ampere. § Two lF4's in the same bulb, with a common ICI'een 

:onncction. 
f Same as G,6Q except that Pin No. I has no connect ion. # Pin N o. I bas no connection. 

RCA-GD8-G : 
Heate,· Voltage ........ .. .. ...... . . . 
Heater Curren t .................. . . . 
Plate Voltage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 
Screen Voltage (Grids No. 3 

and 5) .................. . 
Anode-G1·Id Supply Voltage 

(Grid No. 2 ) •• : ••••••• • • . 
Control-Grid Voltage (Grid 

No. 4) .................. . 
Oscillator-Grid R esis tor (Grid 

No. 1) .....•............. 
Ca thode Current. ........... . 
Plate Resistance ............ . 
Conversion Conductance . . . . . 
Co n tro l- Grid V o ltage. Ap-

G7.5 

135 

-3 

50000 
8 

0.4 
325 

G.3 a -c or d-c Volls 
0.15 Amper e 
250 max. Volts 

100 1nax. 

250t max. 

-3 min . 

50000 
13 

0.32 
500 

Volts 

Volts 

Volts 

Ohms 
Milli:unpe r ee 
Megohm 
Mlcro mhos 

proximate (C onve r s ion 
Conductance= 10 1,mhos) - 25 -38.5 Volts 

t Anodc•~rid supply volt.igcs in excess of 200 \'Ohs require the ucc of 20000•obm vohage•droppin& 
rc,isror by,po!Scd by 0.1,µ.I condenser. 

RCA -GK5-G : Similar lo triode section of 6Q7. 
H eater Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.3 
H eater Current . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 
Plate Voltnge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
G1·Id Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -1.5 
Amplification Factor ......... 70 
Pin t e Resistance . . . . . .... . .. . 78000 
Trnnsconclucla nce . . . . . . . . . . . 900 
Plnte Current . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.35 

RCA- 6L 5-G : 
H eater Voltage . ...... ... . . 
Henter Cu rrent ............ • 
Plate Voltage .. . ........... . 
Grid Voltage .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. . 
Amp Ii fication Factor ........ . 
P hile Resistance ...... . ... . . . 
Tra nsconduc tance ....... . .. . 
Plate Curr e nt ..... . ........ . 
Grid Blas (for c ut-off) ...... . 

6.:1 
0.15 
135 
-5 
17 

11300 
1500 

3.5 
-11 

6.3 a-c or d-c 
0.3 
250 
- 3 
70 a pprox. 

50000 f\]) J) rOX. 
1400 

1.1 

G. 3 a -c or d-c 
0.15 
250 
-9 
17 

9000 
1900 

8 
-20 

Volts 
Ampe re 
Volts 
Vol ts 

Ohms 
Mlcromhos 
Milliamper es 

Volta 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 

Ohms 
Mlcromhos 
Milliamperes 
Volts 

RCA-687-G: 
Heater Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . • . 6.3 6.3 a-c or d-c Volts 
Healer Current . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.16 0.15 Ampere 
Plate Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 250 max. Volts 
Screen Vollage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67.5 100 max. Volts 
Grid Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 3 -3 V olts 
Suppressor .. . . .......... . ... Connected to ca thode a t sock et 
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Amplification F actor 
(Approx.) .............. . 

Transcond uctance .. . ..... . . . 
Pla te Current . ............. . 
Screen Current. .......... . . . 
Grid Voltage (For transcon-

ductance = 10 micromhos ) 

850 
1250 

3.7 
0.9 

- 25 

1100 
1750 

8.5 
2.0 

-38.5 

RCA- 6T7-G: 
Heate r Voltag·e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.3 a-c or d-c 
Heater Current . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.15 
P late Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 250 
Grid Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -1.5 -3 

Micromhos 
!III 11 !a m peres 
l\[il liumperes-

Volts 

Volts 
Ampere 
Volts 
Volts 

Amplifica tion Factor . . . . . . . . 65 65 
P late R esistance. . . . . . . . . . . . . 65000 62000 Ohms 
Transconduclance . . . . . . . . . . . 1000 1050 Micromhos 
Plale Current ..... .. ........ 0.9 1.2 l\Illllampe res 

T ho two diodes of this type a r e s imila r to those of othe r duplex-diode triode 
t ypes. Diode biasi ng of this type ls not recommended. 

R CA-6V6-G : 
Heater Vol tage .................... . 6.3 a -c or d-c Volts 
Healer Current ................. . .. . 0.45 Ampere 

A.11 Sing le-Tube Class A1 Amplifier (With F ixed Bias): 
Maximum Ratings : 

Plate Voltage ..... .. ............... . 
Screen Voltage .. . ....... . . . ........ . 
PJatc and Screen Diss ipation (Total)# 

Typical Operation : 
Plate Voltage . .... .. . .. .. ... ....... . 
Screen Voltage . .. .. ... .. ...........• 
Grid Voltage§ .. .. .... ......... ..... . 
Peak A-F Grid Voltage ....... .. .... . 
Zero-Sig na l D-C Plate Current. ..... . 
Max.-Signal D-C Plate Current .. . ... . 
Zero-Signal D -C Screen Current. .... . 
Max.-Signal D -C Screen Current .... . . 
L oad Resistance ........... . ..... . . . . 
•rota ! Harmonic Distortion . .... .. . .. . 
Second Harmonic Distortion ........ . 
Th ird H a rmonic D istortion .......... . 
Max.-Signal Power Output . . ........ . 

250 max. 
250 max. 

12.5 max. 

250 
250 

- 12.5 
12.5 

45 
47 

4.5 
6.5 

5000 
6 

4.5 
3.5 

4.25 

As Push-Pull Class AB, Ampllfier (With Fixed Bias): 
Maximum Ratings : 

P late Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 max. 
Screen Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 max. 
P la te a nd Screen D issipation (Total)# 12.5 max. 

T ypical Ope ration (Two Tubes) Valu,s ar< for 1wo tubes: 
P late Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 300 
Screen Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 300 
Grid Voltage§ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -15 -20 
Peak A-F Grld-to - G rid 

Volts 
Volts 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Volts 
Mi lliamperes 
J\fi lliamperes 
:l[ll llamperes 
J\J i 1 lla mperen 
Ohms 
Per cent 
Per cen t 
Per cent 
·watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Watts 

Volts 
Volts 
Volts 

Vo ltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SO 40 Volts 
Z ero-Signal Plate Current... 70 78 :Hil lla mpere9 
Max. -Sig-nai Plate Current ... 79 90 Milliamperes 
Zero-Signal Screen Current. . 5 r, Millia mper es 
Max.-Signal ScrePn Current. . 12 13.5 l\Tllliampcres 
Load Resist. (Plate - to-Plate) 10000 8000 Ohms 
Tota l H a rmonic Distort ion.. . 4 4 Per cent 
T hird H armonic Distortion ... 3.5 3.5 Per cent 
Max.-Signal Power Output .. . 8.5 13 ,vatts 

# Dissipation rating should not be exceeded with expected linc•voltagc fluctuation, especially in case 
of fu:cd•hia.s operation. 

§ Transformer· or impcdancc•coupting dcvicu arc recommended. Fixed bias may be used when the 
gd d•circuit resi~t:mcc doe.s not exceed 0.05 megohm; with sclf•bias. the resistance may be as high as 0.5 
megohm ~rovidcd the beater voltaJ?c docs not fluctuate to exceed 7 .0 volts . 

RCA-25B6-G: 
HM tor Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.0 a -c or d-c Volts 

Ampere 
Volts 

T:•'"tf'r Current . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 
I ·1ate Voltage . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95 
8creen Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95 
Grid Voltage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -15 
Plate Current . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -I 5 
8creon Current . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Pia te Resistance .. ... ...... .......... Subject to 
Transconductance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4000 
Load Res istance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2000 
Powe r Output (10% Distortion) ...... 1.75 

- 190-

Volts 
Volts 
Milliamperes 
Milliamperes 

consldera bl e variation 
:II!cromhos 
Ohms 
-''atts 

! 
C. 

,. 
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RCA G-TYPE SOCKET CONNECTIONS 
BOTTOM VIEW S 

,. c; 

6 
P1 Q ®

p 

2 7 H 

H KEY HSHICLD
1 

KEY 
8 

K 

NC H G-5M 
G-5 L 

Pz 

l;;J: P, 

r 

• ,C KEY 

P2 

-< 

Pp 

r 
G-5T 

~

pl 

3 -
7 

H 

8 
NC lo<EY K 

G- 6S 

NC 

G- 7R(6K7-G) 

NC 

G- 7 Z 

NC 

G-7AD 

H 

r -

~

NC N 

5 

p 

. 
H 

7 

e 
NC K(Y 

p 

G-5U 

. -

K 

H 

~

G C1 

r-r+ G3 , 

8 

NC KEY NC 

G-6X 

~

Gz Gi 

p 

H H 

K 
K(Y C3 NC 

G-7S 

G-7AA 

,G2 

H H 

....! 
NC 

G-8A 

Pz NC O
NC P1 

NC f 

8 
NC KEY r 

G-5Q 

G-SY 

~

K2 Pi 

P2 
3 

H 1 

8 
S HICLD KEY K1 

G- 7Q 

G-7T 

F
C3 

H 

H 

~

GT2 Gr1 

Prz Pr, 

r+ r-
s 

NC KCY N C 

G- 7A B 

~

CT2 CT1 

PT2 PTJ 
6 

H H 

NC KCY K 

G- 8B 

-191 -

• 

p 
3 

-
~

cc; 

r+ r-

8 
KEY NC NC 

G-5S 

~

c 

p 

. 
H 

1 

8 
SHIELD K(Y K 

G- 6Q 

H 

H 

NC 

G- 7V 

~

C2 Ci 

p 

-
H 

K 
KEY Psr NC 

G-7AC 

H 

H 

H 

H 

Ppz Pp l 

•

G1p2 c1p
I 

. . 
r -

r+ G3 

8 
N C K(Y Gz 

G-8C 



Type 
5T4 

6J5 

6N6 

GUS 

ADDITIONAL RCA GLASS and ALL-MET AL TUBES 

Description 
Al l-Me ta l F u l I-Wa ve R ectifie r 

A ll-}':1~tal De tector A m pli fie r 
I r1ode . .. .. . . . . . .. .. .... . 

E lecti·on -Ra y 'l'u bc .. . ... . . . . . 

Elect r on-Ra y 'l'u be . . . . .. . . . . . 

Socket Connections 
S11 n1 e ax 5 \1'4. p. 57 

Sa m e as GC':i, p. 70 

Same a s 6G5. p . 8 1 

Sa me as 6G5, p. 81 

M ax. O vorall 
Dimension~ 

Length x Diameter 
4 - 1/ 1" X 1-23/32•' 

2- 5/8" X 1- 5/16" 

4 -3/1 6" X 1 - 9/ 1 6" 

4- 3/16" X 1- 3/16" 

RCA-6T4: 
F il a me nt Vol t!q~11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 a-c Vol t s 
F ila ment Cu rren t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.0 Ampe r eij 

!
A-C P la t e Voltage P e r P late (R l\TS) 460 max. Vol ts 

1 P eak I nve rse Volt age ...... . . . . . . . 1250 m,tx. Vo lts 
D-C Outpu t Cur rent.. . .. . .. . . . . ... 250 max . ilill iam peres 
A -C P late Voltag e Per P la t e (RMS) 550 ma x. Vo lts 

2• Peak I nve rse Volta g e .... . ...... . . 1560 ma x. Vo lt s 
D-C Ou tp ut Curr en t. ..... . . . . . . . . . 250 max . Mill ia mperes 

Base . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L a rge ·w a f er Octal 5-Pln 
• Permissible only with 61tcr circuits h:iving an input choke of :it le.1st lO henrya. 

RCA- 6J6 : 
H eater Voltage . .. • .. . . ........ . •. • . 
H eate r Curr e n t . . . . . .• . . .•. . . .. • ... . 
Pla te Vo ltage ..... . .... ... . . .. . .. .. . 
G rid Voltage0 

•• •• • • • • •••••••• • •••••• 

Amplificat ion F a ctor . . .. . ..... .. . ... . 
P la te R esi s tance . ... . .. . . . ... ... . . .. . 
T ra n sconduc ta nce .. .. . ..... .. .. .. .. . 
P la te Cu r rent. ..... . .... .. . ......... . 
Grid -P la te Ca pacitance (shel l lied to 

cathode ) ......... . . .. .......... . 
Grid-Ca thode Ca pacita nce . ... . .. . .. . . 
Pla te-Cathode Capacitance ..... . .. . . . 
Base . ... .. . . . . . . . ........ ...... . . .. . 

6.3 a-c o r cl-c 
0.3 
2 50 max. 
-8 
20 

7700 
2600 

9 

Volts 
.\mpcrc 
Volts 
Vol ts 

Oh ms 
i n c r o mhos 
Ml ll la mpe r e3 

3.1 1J.1J.l 
3.4 1).1).f 

3.6 1).1).f 

Small \\":if~rOc-Lal 6-Pln 
0 The d•c resistance in the grid circuit should not exceed 1.0 megohm . 

RCA-6N5: 
H eat er Voltage ... . . . ... . . . . . .. ... . . 
H ea t e r Curr en t . .. . ..... . .. ..... .. . . 
P la te- a nd 'l'a rget-Supply Volta g e . .. . 
Se rles Triode-Pla t e Resis tor . .. . .. . .. . 
T riode-Pla te Cu r rent (For zero triode -

g r id voltage) .... .... .. .. ... . . .. . 
T riode- Gri d Voltage (F o r s h a dow 

ang le of 0° ) . .. . ...... . . . ... . ... . 
T riode - Grid Voltage (F o r s h a dow 

a ngle o f 90°) . .. . ...... . .. . ... . . . 
B u lb .. . .... . ... . .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. ... . 
Base .. . . . .......... . . ... .. .... . . .. . 

6.3 
0.1;; 

\'olts 

135 max. 
0.2fi 

~·\ 111 J)t.!re 
\'oils 
) l t'gohm 

0.5 

-1.:! 

:'-Ii I Ii ampere 

\'olts 

0 \'oils 
ST- 1!? 

~mnll 6-Pin 

RCA- 6U5: The e lectrical cha rnc te rl s tlcs of th lR t n >c are iden tical with t h ose or 
t ype 6G5. 'rhc 6U5 has a tubula r (T-9) bulb and s ma ll 6-pin base. 

G-8E 
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READING LIST 

--•--
The following list of radio references gives texts of both elementary and 

advanced character. Obvionsly, the list is not inclnsive, bnt it will gnide the 
reader to other references. 

CHAFFEE, E. L. Theory of Thermionic Vacuum Tubes. McGraw-Hill Book 
Co., Inc. 

DUNCAN AND DREW. Radio Telegraph,, and Telephony. John Wiley and 
Sons, Inc. 

GHIRARDI, ALFRED A. Modem Radio Servicing. Radio and Technicnl Pub-
lishing Co., Inc. 

GULLIKSEN AND VEDDER, Industrial Electronics. John Wiley and Sons, Inc. 

HENNEY, KEITH. Electron Tubes in Industry. McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. 

HENNEY, KEITH. Principles of Radio. John Wiley and Sons, Inc. 
HENNEY, KEITH, Radio Engineering Handbook. McGraw-Hill Book Co., In<'. 

JONES, FnANK C. Jones Radio Handbook. Pacific Radio Publishing Co., Inc. 

LAUER AND BRoWN. Radio Engineering Principles. McGraw-Hill Book Co., 
Inc. 

MclLWAlN AND BRAINERD. High-Frequency Alternating Currents. John 
Wiley and Sons, Inc. 

MonECROFT, J . H. Electron Tubes and Their Applications. John Wiley and 
Sons, Inc. 

MoRECROFT, J. H. Principles of Radio Communication. John Wiley and 
Sons, Inc. 

MOYER AND WosTREL. Radio Handbook. McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. 

MOYER AND WosTREL. Radio Receiving Tubes. McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. 

PENDER, HAROLD. Handbook for Electrical Engineers---Communications and 
Electronics. John Wiley and Sons, Inc. 

PETERS, LEO J. Thermionic Vacnum Tube Circuits. McGraw-Hill Book Co., 
Inc. ' 

Proceedings of the Institute of Radio Engineers (n monthly publication) . 

RAMSEY, R. R. Fw,damentals of Radio. Ramsey Publishing Co. 

TERM.t.'i, FREDERICK E. Radio Engineering. McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. 

The Radio Amateur's llm,dbook. American Radio Relay League. 

UNDERHILL, C. R. Electrons at W orl,. McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. 

VAN DER BIJL. H. J. Thermionic Vacuum Tubes. l\IcGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. 

ZwonYKIN AND WILSON. Photocells and Their Application. John Wilt1y and 
Sons, Inc. 
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