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TRADE MARK 

WORLD'S HIGHEST 
AERIAL ACT 

CARE OF THE BILLBOARD, CINCINNATI, OHIO 

TIME AVAILABLE 
FOR A FEW MORE 

DATES 
Fair, Park and Celebration attraction 
buyers who want to add real punch 
to their programs should consider 
this act for 1940. It will again help 
break records at all kinds of places 
and events . . . seven years of solidly 
booked seasons is conclusive proof. 
Many spots repeated two and three 
consecutive years with increased 
attendances. 

Send for complete information and 
open time today-NOW, before entire 
route is booked. 

THE ONLY 
GRANDSTAND 
ATTRACTION 

featuring 

A 30 FOOT 
SWAYING 

HANDSTAND 
ON TOP OF A 
150 FT. POLE 

0 
500 FT. 

SLIDE for LIFE 

0 
TRAPEZE 

0 
BALANCING 

0 
GYMNASTICS 

0 
PERCH 

0 

WINNER HIGH 

POLE DIVISION 
MALE 

THE BILLBOARD'S PERFORMER CONTEST 

O 
THRILLS AND 

CHILLS FROM 

BEGINNING TO END 

O 
COPYRIGHT 1940 BY 

ARZENO E. SELDEN 
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OUTDOOR. OUTLOOK BRIGHT 
Film Name Units Are Readied Upswing Seen by Ops of Fairs, 
For Summer Vaudeville Tours Parks, Circuses and Carnivals 

NEW YORK, April 6.- Several new 
units, many containing film names, are 
being offered for summer vaude tours. 
Already set by Music Corp. of America 
In the Brandt houses, beginning the 
week of April 18, is a unit containing 
Phil Regan, Dixie Dunbar and her 
Rhythmaires, Paul Remos and a band 
headed by Herman Timberg Jr. MCA is 
is asking a guarantee and percentage. 

The good reception of the Keystone 
Cop sequence in Hollywood Cavalcade 
has resulted in a Keystone Cop unit 
being formed, with Chester Conklin, Al 
St. John, Hank Mann and Snub Pollard. 
These oldtimers, now on their first date 
at the Gaiety, Portland, Ore., have a 
routine employing custard -pie throwing 
and other gags of the early screen come- 
dies. Challes Allen, arranging the 
troupe's bookings in the East, is asking 
$3,000 weekly. 

Allen is also arranging a vaude junket 
for the leads of the Lone Ranger serials. 
Bob Livingston, in the title role, and 

Chief Thunderbird, Tonto in the pic, 
are being paired. 

Theatro dei Piccoli, marlonet troupe, 
after its legit run at the Majestic The- 
ater, will be shaved down to one hour's 
running time and will be routed into 
(See FILM NAME UNITS on page 22) 

Showman Slain 
In. Ga.; Jewell's 
MurderRecalled 

MACON, Ga., April 6.-Another mur- 
der of a carnival showman confronted 
Georgia authorities on discovery of the 
bludgeoned body of George E. Haver - 
stick, 74, penny arcade operator with 
Franks Greater Shows. Robbery is sus - 

(See SHOWMAN SLAIN on page 127) 

Rising industrial status, good crop prospects, taste of 
early biz and continuation of world's fairs cause con- 
fidence which is reflected in added investments 

CINCINNATI, April 6.-The big tents, 
red wagons, glistening trucks, scenic 
railways, swim pools, grand stands and 
midways are on the verge of an excellent 
season. Present conditions considered, 
it should be far and away ahead of the 
rather spotty and so-so period of 1939. 
This is the consensus of operators of 
fairs, parks, circuses and carnivals, as 
expressed in opinions to The Billboard. 
An improved industrial status over the 
nation and encouraging crop prospects 
have been discerned. Heavy expendi- 
tures to meet anticipated demands for 
entertainment is outdoor showdom's re- 
sponse to the annual call. 

Continuation of the two world's fairs 

R -B Start Unusually Large 
Crowd of 12,000 Heavy on 
Dress -Ups and Celebrities 

Performance runs more than four hours but will be 
pruned-Alfred Court with big animal group tops im- 
ported and new talent-"Marco Polo" spec lavish 

NEW YORK, April 6.-An unusually 
large crowd for an opening night -12,000 
-heavy on dress -ups and celebrities, at- 
tended the debut of Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey Circus in Madison 
Square Garden last night. Shortly after 
8:35 p.m. they heard Equestrian Direc- 
tor Fred Bradna blow his whistle signal- 
izing the start and four hours and 10 
minutes later were still there to hear 
the strains of Bandmaster Merle Evans' 
exit march. About an hour will be 
trimmed from the performance within 
a day or two and from the chopping 
more speed and snap will inevitably re- 
sult. 

Tops in the parade of imported and 
new talent is Alfred Court and his huge 
aggregation of wild animals presented 
in a matched display in three cages, 
clocking 29 minutes, with cut already 
on the way. Competing with him for 
general appeal in an entirely different 
bagful of tricks is Massimiliano Truzzi, 
a great juggler and a still greater show- 
man, who runs the gamut of prop usage, 
including big knives and torches, and 
climaxes his stunt by tossing large rub- 
berized spheroids to the upper pews and 
accepting their return with a small stick 
held in his mouth. He works solo. 

Inaugural spec, billed as The Return 
of Marco Polo, is a rich looking pageant 
costumed and produced by Max Weldy, 
designer noted for his creations in the 
original Folies Bergere and Casino de 
Paris productions in France. In an ap- 
propriately thin thread of continuity, a 
picked regal group, led by the king, en- 
acted by Truzzi, the returning adven- 
turer is welcomed at the court, in this 
case Stage No. 1, the center spot being 
occupied by Alfred Court's big cage. It 

is a lavish processional that should draw 
its quota of ahs in every geography. 
Frenchman Court works a unique mix- 
ture of black jaguars, black panthers, 
mountain lions, pumas, spotted leopards 
and spotted panthers, persuading them 
into rarely seen formations and tableaux, 
several of which are spotlighted at al- 
most equal intervals. Flanking him in 
the outer rings are May Kovar and Fred- 

erick Olsen with an assemblage of Berber 
lions, polar bears, black bears, black 
jaguars, Great Danes, Bengal tigers and 
giant ocelots. Thruout this monster 
production-and it is a production of 
continental genius-the trainers, and 

(See R -B START on page 46) 

Another Climax 
For Ticket Code 

NEW YORK. April 6.-Week-end may 
see another climax for the theater 
ticket code, with the independent brok- 
ers threatening a "strike" rather than 
accept discipline from the League of 
New York Theaters and Actors' Equity 
Association, who administer the code, 
while the League, having received per- 
sonal assurance from 10 of its most 
active producers, stands by its guns to 
(See TICKET CODE CLIMAX on page 22) 

will add to maintained interest in fair - 
dom and all indications are so favorable, 
barring effect of possible war, that at- 
tractions budgets are up and costly 
improvements quite general, is the 
finding of executives of fairs. Park ops, 
always with an eye to weather effects, 
believe better economic conditions jus- 
tify considerable added investment and 
will result in a profitable season. 

With only an occasional note of 
timidity, circus impresarios in general 
believe that the running start attained 
by business this spring over that' of a 
year ago can presage only a correspond- 
ing improvement in biz for the white 
tops. Owners and managers of carni- 
vals, whose optimism is always exceeded 
only by their business ingenuity in 
getting over rough spots, have preferred 
to forget the adversities of '39. Surveys 
of their tentative territory made by 
many have perked them up, and early 
openings have augured well. 

Fair Plants Improved 
"Reports indicate that fairs thruout 

the nation will enjoy a season equally 
as good if not better than last year," 
said L. B. Herring Jr., president of the 
International Association of Fairs and 
Expositions and secretary -manager of 
South Texas State Fair, Beaumont. 
"Many fairs are improving their plants 
and widening the scope of visual educa- 
tion exhibits. Entertainment programs 
offered patrons of fairs are greatly im- 
proved in quality. In my opinion, the 
two world's fairs in New York and San 
Francisco are making the general public 
more fair-minded." 

Frank H. Kingman, secretary of the In- 
ternational Association of Fairs and 
Expositions and secretary of Brockton 
(Mass.) Fair said: "I have just com- 
pleted a month's trip, visiting secre- 
taries of 18 of our largest fairs. Ex- 
cluding the effect of possible war, I 
believe major fairs will have a good year." 

"Los Angeles County Fair, Pomona, 
(See OUTLOOK BRIGHT on page 129) 

N. Y. Expo's 37 Million 
Shows -Specs Bring $4,747,485; 
Villages, S 1,066,434; Rides and 
Games, $ _1,267,947; Eating Tops 

Showbiz accounts for about 8 million and girl shows 
about 10 p. c. of shows -specs revenue, rides doubling 
sexdoiu-eat shops refreshments over 12 million 

NEW YORK, April 6.-About $8,000,000 
was spent by customers on show business 
at the New York World's Fair last year, 
an amount second only to results from 
the eating pews, which drew down ap- 
proximately 12,000,000 smackers from a 
hungry paid admission population of 

nearly 26,000,000 people. The nine girl 
shows, with about $500,000 in the till, 
didn't do much better than the com- 
bined take from games and were half as 
alluring as the rides, which grossed near- 
ly $1,000,000. The gals succeeded in get- 
ting only about 10 per cent of the shows - 

specs total. 
Foreign pavilion chow spots did an ap- 

proximate $5,000,000 take, refreshment 
stalls about the same. Exhibitors with 
a sales privilege attracted about $4,000,- 
000, transportation accounted for about 
as much and miscellaneous stands took 
in better than 2,500,000 smackers. Vil- 
lages went past the million -dollar mark 
and the games magnetized $337,000 in 
currency. State participation revenue 
laid a big egg. Billy Rose's whatchama- 
callit was about six times better than its 
nearest attraction competitor and the 
next nine in ranking were Railroads On 
Parade, Mike Todd's Hot Mikado, Jessel's 
Old New York village, Merrie England 
village, Frank Buck's Jungleland, the 

(See N. Y .EXPO'S on page 126) 

The Index 
Appears on page 38 
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B'WAY BOOKING BATTLE 
Bookers Check Every Angle in 
Sizing Up Attractions --- Press, 
Records, Grosses, Radio Time 

By PAUL DENIS 

NEW YORK, April 6.-Network pro- 
grams, phonograph record sales, vaude- 
film and ballroom grosses and news- 
paper publicity are some of the factors 
taken into consideration by bookers of 
the Stem vaude spots when sizing up 
acts and bands for their houses. These 
factors are in addition to talent, of 
course. Competition among key vaude 
houses is so keen that bookers have been 
more aggressive than ever before in 
seeking for new, promising talent and 
also in bidding for established acts and 
bands. As a result, the main Broadway 
rivals, the Paramount and the Strand, 
book their attractions often three and 
four months in advance and fill in sup- 
porting acts later. Loew's State has a 
film -booking problem that sets the pace 
for the supporting vaude show, and, as 
a result, booker Sidney Piermont usually 
books only two or three weeks ahead. 

The Radio City Music Hall and the 
Roxy, using the house ensembles as a 
base for their shows and adding only 
four or five óutside acts each week, have 
a different type of booking problem. 

Because films, revues, radio commer- 
cials and class night clubs keep a lot 
of good talent busy continuously, and 
because valide bookers can no longer 
offer enough consecutive bookings to 
name acts, acts in the $1,000 -and -up 
class and bands of the $5,000 -and -up 
class are not easy to get. 

The Paramount and the Strand com- 
pete vigorously for attractions all the 
time. When Glenn Miller's Band was 
coming up last year, the Paramount 
just barely nosed out the Strand for it. 
When Kay Kyser came along hot, MCA 
let the two big houses fight it out, 
finally giving Kyser to the Strand at the 
biggest salary the house had ever paid 
a band, $10,000. A tough film booking, 

Ball Park to Ice Rink 
PHILADELPHIA, April 6.- A new 

amusement center which purports to be 
the largest outdoor amusement structure 
in the country and which plans to house 
ice attractions the year round will be 
constructed here on the site of the old 
Phillies ball park by Philadelphia Gar- 
den, Inc., which is headed by Ray 
Fabiani, sports promoter. Long-term 
lease on park signed this week. 

Project will take '$500,000 to fashion 
an outdoor rink after the one at West- 
wood, Calif., and construct an adminis- 
tration and concession building. At 
present ice shows are presented at the 
Arena. 

in which the film. was changed for 
Kyser's second week, rolled up a disap- 
pointing gross during Kyser's run, inci- 
dentally. 

Now both houses are bidding for Orrin 
Tucker's Band with Bonnie Baker, which 
opened yesterday at the Waldorf-Astoria. 
On attractions that are particularly hot 
at the moment, the Strand and the 
Paramount often permit the attraction 
to select the film. Percentage deals, 
however, are avoided by all Broadway 
vaudefilmers, which don't like the idea 
of "letting the agents or performers look 
at our books." In a few instances, when 

(See PARA, STRAND, on page 25) 

Battle of Shows 
Hypos Business; 
3 Different Bills 

DETROIT, April 6.-Adapting the 
familiar battle of music stunt, the Club 
San Diegon is offering a Battle of Shows 
for two weeks. Stunt opened Monday 
to better -than -average business. 

Three rather than two shows are used, 
at 10, 11:30 and 12:30, and running 
about 40 minutes each. No acts repeat 
from one show to the other, so that, 
in effect, it amounts to a one -a -day 
date from the talent standpoint. The 
second show is an all -colored revue. 

Alexander's Band holds over for all 
three shows. The club is being booked 
thru the Gus sun. office. 

No SRO? 
REGINA, Sask., April 6. -- Are 

churches going theatrical? A re- 
porter phoned a local minister for in- 
formation about Easter services and 
was informed that there had been a 
"full house." 

Sunday Nanie Bills 
Clicking Already 
At Met, Providence 

PROVIDENCE, April 6.- Encouraged 
by near -capacity houses which attended 
Easter Sunday premiere of Sunday Star 
Parade shows at Metropolitan Theater, 
John E. Nowlan, Boston backer, head- 
lined Harry James and Louis Prima orks 
and Abbott and Costello, Lee Dixon and 
six standard turns Sunday (31). 

With 5,000 -seat house scaled from 40 
cents matinees to $1.10 top at nights, 
Nowlan hopes to turn the dark Metro- 
politan into a one -day -a -week money- 
maker. Plans call for a 16 -week trial. 

Ford Agency, Boston, is booking the 
shows. 

Flood Top Pa. Show; 
OK Biz Later, Maybe 

WILKES -BARRE, Pa., April 6.-Vaude- 
ville, motion pictures and night clubs 
are playing second fiddle to the top at- 
traction in this area-the flood. With 
possible patrons cut off when the 
swollen river took all but one bridge 
Ieading to neighboring Kingston, Forty 
Fort, Plymouth and Nanticoke, many 
of the spots are merely biding time. 

However, they feel that just as soon 
as the river recedes they will get a good 
play, since people who have been kept 
on edge for the past week will want to 
relax. 

Season's Over for Name Acts 
In Miami Area; But There Are 
Still Many Niteries Operating 

MIAMI, Iola., April 6.-Summer will 
soon be here, and over on the beach 
night-club activities will be confined to 
trie Paddock, Belmont, Mother Kelly's, 
Kit Kat, Nut Club and El Chico. The 
Cafe de la Paix will have a local band 
Saturdays. The Hollywood Beach Hotel 
continues dancing on an open terrace. 

Tom Williams will take over the Pad- 
dock again, bring back Tony Lopez, or- 
chestra and floor show with a line of 
girls. 

SPEC I A L 
PRINTED 
ROLL or MACHINE 

100,000 
FOR $20.00 
ELLIOTT TICKET CO 

IC K ET T RESERVED SEAT - PAD - STRIP 
COUPON BOOKS -RESTAURANT 
CHECKS - SALES BOOKS AND 

ALL ALLIED FORMS 
( 409 LAFAYETTE ST.. N. Y. C. 

1 82 W. WASHINGTON ST.. Chicago. 
t .615 CHESTNUT ST.. Phila. 

STOCK 
ROLL TICKETS 
ONE ROLL S .50 
TEN ROLLS 3.50 
FIFTY ROLLS 15.00 
ROLLS 2,000 EACH 

Double Coupons, 
Double Price 

No C. O. D. Orders 
Accepted 

CUSTOM BUILT SOUND SYSTEMS 
Deal direct with the manufacturers of the famous LINCROPHONE Sound Systems. Made 

especially for theaters, carnivals, rollerdromes. All parts 100' oversize. Built to stand 

the gatt. Ask the showman who has one. 

THE LINCROPHONE CO., INC. 
UTICA, N. Y. 

1661 HOWARD AVE., 

STOCK TICKETS 
ONE ROLL ....5 .50 
FIVE ROLLS....2.00 
TEN ROLLS.... 3.50 
FIFTY ROLLS. 15.00 
100 ROLLS . 29.00 
ROLLS 2.000 EACH 

Double Coupons, 
Double Price. 

No C. O. D. Orders 
SIse: Single Tick., 1g2" 

SPRING is here. GEE, ISN'T IT GRAND! 

Your Spring 

TICKETS Opening, Theatres, 
Circus, Carnivals, 
Parks, Etc Have 
You Ordered 

Let Us Quote You. 

THE TOLEDO TICKET COMPANY, Toledo, O. 

SPECIAL 
PRINTED 

Roll or Machine 
10,000.5 6.95 
30,000. 9.85 
50,000. 12.75 

100,000. 20.00 
1.000,000 . 150.50 
Double Coupons, 

Double Price. 

Thinking Out Loud About 
the Band Business 

IT is unnecessary for a band leader to 
be a good or even a passable musi- 

cian. Woe be to him if. however, he 
is not a good businessman or at least 
permits his affairs to be handled by men 
who are not talented in the arts of bar- 
gaining and commerce. These are truths 
that are well known, but sometimes we 
wonder whether men actually engaged 
in the business of fronting and piloting 
bands realize as much as they should 
that band business is big business and 
the biggest single item in the flesh 
amusement category. Failure to achieve 
this realization usually results in a band 
staying at the bottom or touching the 
top for a few glorious moments in the 
eternity of show business and swiftly 
hitting the bottom again-and staying 
there. 

We are not that ambitious that we 
seek to teach bandsmen and their per- 
sonal managers how to run their busi- 
ness. Even if we were qualified by rea- 
son of practical experience it is doubtful 
whether such a complex subject could 
be taught by theoretical equations and 
blackboard scrawlings. With the possible 
exception of the exploitation and sell- 
ing of popular tunes we doubt whether 
there can be found in the whole show 
business set-up a business that is as 
intangibly complex as that of manag- 
ing and selling bands. The man who 
sells bands with any degree of success 
has to be a genius in the department of 
remembering names, places and situa- 
tions. He has to have the patience of 
a Job, the drive of a dictator, the 
shrewdness of a Balkan diplomat and 
the energy of a coolie. And after he 
achieves all of these he has to possess 
the fortitude and stamina to laugh off 
the ravages of band -booking stomach. 
Which is perhaps only another name 
for the kind of stomach that represents 
the answer to the physicist's search for 
a perpetual -motion machine. 

* $ * 

Some months ago we called attention 
here to the fact that the band business 
is booming like it never was. A triumph 
of understatement as are the opening 

George Shelton will operate the Bel- words of today's pillar sterling speci- 
mont Club with the same policy as last mens of facts too well known to bear 
summer, with a show, including a line of repetition. The point to be made at 
girls. this time is that the band business is 

There will be no chorus at the Nut still climbing to dizzy heights of activity. 

Club, but Lew Mercur will import a new The result is that today the larger book - 

cast of comics. Mercur says he will ing offices are faced foF the first time 
swap shows with his Nut Club in Pitts- since the boom with an actual shortage 

burgh. of bands for the spring and summer. 

George Wells and Paul McCastland are This boom will help to make the top - 

considering adding a floor show this notchers among the bands achieve even 

summer. Don Quintana's Rumba Band higher salaries than the record figures 

has already been signed. reached last year and it will provide 

Mother Kelly will definitely stay open plenty of profitable work for the low - 

and may even have Owen and Parker geared bands. If there will be any suf- 

stay over. Bennett Green also may re- fering at all financially it will be among 

main. Last summer was the first time the big names that have little left but 
Kelly's closed during the warm months. the reminiscent ring of their monickers 

Pete Clifford and Tommy Clare will and the sort of in-between bands that 
operate the Kit Kat all summer, after are too big to take any old job but are 

having waited all season for an all- not well enough known nor good enough 

night license. They've only been able (See SUGAR'S DOMINO on page 22) 

to play music until midnight, and for 
tation in revi- a club that had the repu p 

ous years of "no action til 4 a,m.," that 
was bad. 

The 23d street sector will be repre- 
sented by the Polo Club and maybe 
Harris Leveson's Riptide. There will be 
no Club Continental or Rumba Room. 

During the season the night-club belt 
is widest at Miami Beach. During the 
summer, however, most of the clubs 
will be on the Miami side. The Royal 
Palm stays open with a floor show that 
is adequate. This summer may find all 
activities centered around the bar and 
adjoining terrace. 

Club Bali, which was the Arena Bar 
last year, clicked immediately this sea- 
son and will remain open during the 
summer. "Wingy," host here, plans to 
convert the parking lot alongside the 
club into a garden, with a floor show 
nightly. Al Delmonico may stay down 

and supervise the cuisine, even tho his 
Piping Rock Club, Saratoga, is set to 
open in August. 

Don Lanning's Tavern is another spot 
that never closes. It has impromptu 
entertainment or a turn or two on the 
dance floor to a local band. 

Ball and Chain is now a night club, 
with floor shows and band. Jimmie's 
Bar and Jeff's are two other bistros in 
that section now enjoying a flourishing 
business. The Drum may remain open, 
for in summer Emil Melanson sings best. 
(Mel built the club because he liked to 
sing in one.) "Nobody," he says, "can 
throw me out of my own joint." 

There are any number of smaller bars 
on both sides of the bay which manage 
to eke out an existence, and there are 
also several dives which attract only 
the curiosity seekers, most of them out- 
of-towners. 
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FIRST TIME IN AMERICA... 
ALFRE 

The Master of WildAithuals 

A. COURT holding a SNOW 
LEOPARD 

This animal has never been suc- 
cessfully trained by anyone else 
in the world. 

working 

60 Ferocious Wild Beasts from all parts 
of the world in three spell -binding routines 

featured for 1940 SEASON with 

RINCLING BROS. 

BARNUM AND BAILEY CIRCUS 

Alfred Court is the only wild animal trainer 
in the world who supervises and works three 
groups of mixed wild animals. These groups 
include: 

LIONS PUMAS 

TIGERS COUGARS 

BLACK JAGUARS GREAT DANE DOGS 

SNOW LEOPARDS POLAR BEARS 

BLACK PANTHERS HIMALAYAN BEARS 

SPOTTED LEOPARDS 

MOUNTAIN LIONS 

SPOTTED JAGUARS 

OCELOTS 

BLACK LEOPARDS 

All these animals are commonly known to be 
natural enemies, which makes Alfred Court's 
performance the most amazing and sensational 
act of its kind-the ONLY act of its kind!! 

AN INVITATION 
h extended to all 

AGENTS, BOOKERS, FAIR SECRETARIES, MOTION 
PICTURE PRODUCERS, etc., to see A. Court's sensational 
act during its 25 day stand in New York's Madison Square 
Carden. 

Alfred Court's act is especially adapted for theaters, fairs and other presentations, 
indoor and outdoor. 

ADDRESS ALL INQUIRIES: ALFRED COURT 
. care of THE BILLBOARD . . . 1564 BROADWAY . . . NEW YORK CITY 


