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HOT SPOTS 

9 Whatcha Wearing, Eve? 

Fashion designers are offering 
music celebs freebies in the 
hopes that being seen will cre- 
ate a scene at cash registers. 

53 AIDS Awareness Booster 

A record 2 billion people saw 
Cape Town's "46664" AIDS 
fundraiser broadcast. Perform- 
ers included U2's Bono. 

56 Fefe's Feat 

Fefe Dobson is Canada's latest 
rocker to make musical waves 

south of the border, with her 
self -titled Island Def lam debut. 
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BMAs: 50 Cent 
Leads Finalists 
BY WES ORSHOSKI 

Omnipresent gangsta rapper 50 Cent 
leads the field for the 2003 Billboard Music 
Awards. He's a finalist in six categories, 
including album of the year, artist of the 
year ar-d rap artist of the year. 

The Queens, N.Y., dative's debut "Get 
Rich orDie'liyin " (Shady /Aftermath/ 
Interscope) has sold 6.3 million copies 
in the U.S., according to Nielsen 
SoundScan. The album was fueled 
by party anthem "In Da Club," a can- 
didate for Hot 100 single of the year 

(Continued on page 74) 

Rap, R&B 
Dominate 
Grammys 
BY MARGO WHITMIRE 

Sales Down, 
Retailers Up 

Merch Covers Album Skid 
BY ED CHRISTMAN 

NEW YORK -Album sales through the Thanks- 
giving weekend were off 3.4% from last year, but 
most music retailers are still optimistic about 
how the selling season will play out. 

Merchants expect a merrier Christmas than 
labels because many have diversified into other 
merchandise. 

Also, a key measurement of holiday perform- 
ance- same -store sales -is expected to rise, 
because about 1,000 music -carrying stores have 

(Continued on page 75) 

LOS ANGELES -R &B/hip -hop acts 
dominated the 46th Annual Gram- 
my Awards nominations, which were 
announced Dec. 4 at the Beverly 
Hilton Hotel in Los Angeles. 

Neptunes producer /recording artist 
Pharrell Williams, who -along with 
OutKast, Jay -Z and Beyond-leads 
the nominations with six, said, "I'm 

(Continued on page 75) 

Elliott: Running 
At Full Throttle 

BY MICHAEL PAOLETTA 

Missy Elliott does not believe in taking time off. 

Since the release of her fourth studio record- 
ing -the double -platinum "Under Construc- 
tion"- nearly one year ago, Elliott has maintained 
a non -stop schedule, writing and producing for 
numerous other artists. 

Some might see this as overexposure. Elliott is 
not among them. 

"Yes, you can be overexposed," Elliott says. 
(Continued on page 74) 
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RADIOHEAD Hail To The Thief (Platinum). KYLIE MINOGUE Body Language (2.10.04). HOUS'TON Debut CD (Summer 2004). SEAN LENNON New CD (Fall 2004). CHINGY Jackpot (2X Platinun). OJ WHDO KID Debut CD (Spring 2004). 
LIZ PHAIR Liz Phair (06.24.03). BEASTIE BOYS New CD (Summer 2004). COLDPLAY A Rush Of Blood To The Head (2x Platinum) Live 2003 DVD (5x platinum). JANE'S ADDICTION Strays (Gold). MELISSA AUF DER MAUR Auf de+ Maur 
(Spring 2004). LISA MARIE PRESLEY To Whom It May Concern (Gold), THE MUSIC New CD (Fall 2004). THE VINES Winning Days (03.09.04). WESTSIDE CONNECTION -ICE CUBE, MACK 10, SIC Terrorist Threats (12.09.03). 
YELLOWCARD Ocean Avenue (07.21.03). VAN HUNT Van Hunt (02.24.04). FISCHERSPOONER New CD (Summer 2004). SHELBY LYNNE Identity Crisis (09.16.03). PAUL MCCARTNEY Back In The U.S. Live 2002 (CD-2X platinum) (DVD -3X platinum). 
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JAY -Z 

ALBUM PAGE 

The Black Album 

ALISON KRAUSS + UNION STATION Live 

SOUNDTRACK Master And Commander 

JOSH GROBAN Closer 

TOBY KEITH Shock'n roll Q 
MARIAH CAREY The Remixes 

BOB GUINEY 3 Sides 

LIL JON & THE EAST SIDE BOYZ Part II 

THE BEATLES Let It Be... Naked 

VARIOUS ARTISTS Now That's What I Call Christmas, 2. The Signature Collection 

HARRY CONNICK, JR. Harry For The Holidays 

NORAH JONES Come Away With Me 

SOUNDTRACK The Cheetah Girls (EP) 

LOS TEMERARIOS Tributo Al Ai rer 

JIM BRICKMAN Peace 

JAY -Z The Black Album 

( Tunac Resurrection 
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OUTKAST Hey Ya! 

3 DOORS DOWN Here Without You 

SHANIA TWAIN Forever And For Alwas 
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TOBY KEITH I Love This Bar 

SEAL Waitinr For You 

DEBORAH COX Somethin. Ha..ened On The We To Heaven 

ELVIS PRESLEY Rubherneckin" 

OUTKAST He Ya! (Radio Mix) 

SIN BANDERA Mientes Tan Bien 

OUTKAST He Ya! 

LINKIN PARK Numb 

R. KELLY Ste. In The Name Of Love 

LUDACRIS FEATURING SHAWNNA Stand Up 

LUDACRIS FEATURING SHAWNNA Stand U. 
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Top of the News 
9 Coca -Cola signs on as the 
sponsor of the U.K. Charts Co. 

10 A new report suggests 
a significant decrease in piracy 
in the EU for the 2001/2002 
period. 

Music 
15 The Beat: Melinda Newman 
rates new Christmas albums by 

such talents as Harry Connick Jr. 

and BeBe Winans. 

17 Legal Matters: The U.S. 

District Court of Appeals rules that 
unauthorized use of Elvis Presley 
footage violated copyright law. 

18 Higher Ground: Skillet 
takes a rock detour on new set 
"Collide." 

19 In the Spirit: A slate of 
gospel releases arrives in time 
for the holiday shopping season. 

29 Jazz Notes: "Come In Red 

Dog, This Is Tango Leader " cap - 
tures the live magic of Charlie 
Hunter and Bobby Previte. 

CENTURY AWARD HONOREE STING 

30 Touring:The Simon & Gar- 
funkel tour grosses $22.4 million 
from only 14 dates. 

32 R &B: TVT's devotion and 
perfect timing created the suc- 
cess for Lil Jon & the East Side 
Boyz's "Kings of Crunk." 

36 Latin Notas: J &N releases 
its annual collections of dance - 
hit discs. 

39 Beat Box: Taking a peek 
at projects that will rock first - 
quarter 2004. 

41 Country: A wave of such 
artists as Jimmy Wayne and Jeff 
Bates brings substance back to 
country music. 

52 Studio Monitor: Chris 
Dunn purchases Dreamhire's 
assets from BMG. 

60 Songwriters & Publishers: 
The first of a two -part survey 
examines why music publishers 
pursue film and TV placements 
for revenue. 

Retail 
47 Several commercial studios 
are starting their own record labels. 

48 The Indies: Innovative Dis- 
tribution Network exec David 
Fritz discusses his relationship 
with Alliance Entertainment. 

49 RetailTrack:Virgin Enter- 
tainment Group renews its credit 
facility with Fleet Retail Finance. 

50 Home Video: The video 
industry launches heavy- hitting 
campaigns for Christmas - 
themed yids. 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

6 We've easily lost a quarter of a million dollars on 

Jay -Z's new ̀ The Black Album.' In total, EMI Music 

Publishing has lost tens of millions Ito piracy]., 
MARTIN BANDIER 
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Global 
53 South Africa's "46664" 
AIDS awareness /fundraising con- 
cert garners the largest TV and 
radio audience for any single 
music event. 

55 Global Pulse: Universal 
Music International plans to 
release Japanese star Utada's 
English album for spring 2004. 

Programming 
61 Tuned In: The Tube: Oxy- 
gen features such female musi- 
cians as Sarah McLachlan and 
Dido on the Nettwerk America 
album "Oh! From the Girls." 

Features 
10 Mile Posts 

31 Boxscore 

44 Billboard Picks 

46 The Billboard BackBeat 

46 Executive Turntable 

54 Hits of the World 

58 Classifieds 

63 Chart Beat 

63 Charts 

63 Market Watch 

78 The Last Word 

ARTIST & COMPANY INDEX 
(SIGNIFICANT MENTIONS IN THE NEWS) 

Artist Page(s) Company Page(s) 

50 Cent 3 BMG Distribution 32 

Beatles 63 Buena Vista Home Entertainment Inc 50 

BeBe Winans 15 Dreamhire LLC 52 

Bobby Previte 29 EMI Music Publishing 78 

Charlie Hunter 29 Fleet Retail Finance Inc. 49 

Ednita Nazario 36 Hewlett- Packard Co. 12 

Elvis Presley 17 Innovative Distribution Network (IDN) 48 

Fefe Dobson 56 Intec Interactive LLP 50 

Hilary Duff 30, 63 MPL Communications Inc. 60 

Jay -Z 63 Oxygen Media Inc. 61 

Kirk Franklin 19 Passport Videos 17 

Missy Elliott 1 Smekkleysa SM 57 

OutKast 70 TeeVeeToons Inc. (TVT) 32 
R. Kelly 16 The Coca -Cola Co. 9 

Rodney Atkins 41 The Timberland Co. 41 

Simon & Garfunkel 30 Village Recorder 52 
Skillet 18 Vinyl Fetish 47 
Sting 23 Virgin Entertainment Group Inc. (VEG) 49 
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