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Introduction by Barry Took

ou may reasonably expect 40 Years of British
i Television to start at the beginning of the
1950s — or in 1946 when TV returned after the
War. Or perhaps even when BBC TV first broadcast.
However the authors have chosen 1955 as the begin-
ning of modern television — this was the year the BBC
monopoly was broken with the arrival of ITV and
when programme makers began to compete for the
public’s interest. A birth, an explosion of talent, ideas,
stars and series was promised — as the TV infant started
to cry for attention. Some believe it has grown into a
monster — but whatever your view, TV has become
Britain’s number one leisure pursuit and primary
source of information. This book is like a glimpse into
its family album.

Television before 1955 had contained very little of
note — at least that I can remember. It was still very
much the ‘little brother’ of radio and was watched by
only a tiny minority. What’s more, at that time the TV
day was very short: an hour of programmes in the after-
noon aimed at women, children’s television between
5.00 and 6.00 pm and then close down untl 7.30 when
the service resumed with the news and weather. After
an evening of plays, variety and talks, close down came
at 10.30 with the news ‘in sound only’.

The early fifties included my own first TV appear-
ance — in 1952 at the Television Theatre on Shepherd’s
Bush Green. It was in a Carroll Levis Discovery Show
— an early version of Opportunity Knocks — which was
produced by Bill Ward, a man with a very long career
in TV production that continued into the nineties with
Sir Harry Secombe’s Highway.

Barry Took - a young discovery

However, before 1955 I didn’t watch much TV at
all, being too poor to pay 79 guineas — about eight
weeks’ wages for the average man — for a set. I did occa-
sionally see my parents tiny Cossor set and remember
how dull the programmes, and the picture, were.
Eventually, though, with regular work in a West End
review, I splashed out on a 14-inch screen, walnut-
veneered Pye to watch the cricket presented by the
Sportsview Unit with commentary by Brian Johnston.

Evening television was lost to me as I was working in
the theatre, but I do remember children’s television.
Stamped on my mind is All Your Own with Huw
Wheldon hectoring talented, if nervous, child perform-
ers like a sergeant major with a row of new recruits. I
also recall Humphrey Lestocq with the bad-tempered
puppet Mr Turnip; Annette Mills with the well-
behaved Muffin the Mule and his friends Peregrine the
Penguin and Willy the Worm dancing around on her
piano top. George Cansdale struggling with uncooper-
ative small furry animals in Pet’s Corner and Armand
and Michaela Dennis taking us with them on their
adventures to the African plains in On Safari. All very
safe and very cosy.

A new category of ‘star’ was created — “T'V personali-
ties’. People like TV cook Philip Harben and the
gardener Fred Streeter had a new kind of fame thrust
upon them. McDonald Hobley, Sylvia Peters and Mary
Malcolm were to become the faces of the BBC as the
cultured and unruffled announcers who acted as hosts
and hostesses for the evening’s viewing.

From the 22nd September 1955 British TV audi-
ences began to have a choice in viewing. At first only
the London region viewers could watch the new
Independent Television, but over the next six years
other areas joined the ITV network and the choice of
channels was extended to the vast majority of viewers.
So what did we choose to watch?

That’s what this book is all about — our TV
favourites. If you dip in at random you’ll find fascinat-
ing facts and information - some questions answered
and some questions posed too.

What is it about Rolf Harris, Sir Harry Secombe and
Leo McKern that has made them among the few to
appear as regulars for over 40 years? Why are there so
many famous bar-tenders on British TV? (Roy
Barraclough may have some ideas — long before coming
The Street’s Alec Gilroy he pulled pints for Rigsby in
Rising Damp.) I trod the same route myself, polishing
glasses in Associated-Rediffusion’s first chat show
called Late Extra in 1959.

Some of these glimpses are frustrating — knowing
that Cliff Richard played a ‘meatily dramatic’ role as a
villain in a 1968 TV programme isn’t quite enough —
we want to see it (particularly the ‘deeply emotional
love scenes’), and I'd love to know why Carla Lane has
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created two sets of Boswells for TV: one of the two
‘Liver Birds’ parents were called Boswell — as well as the
tribe from Bread. There must be a story there somewhere.
You'll see people’s lives develop through these pages
too. Peter Sissons may never have taken the presenter’s
chair of shows such as Question Time but for a
machine gun attack on him and his I'TN crew in Biafra
in 1968; the scars marked the end of his days as a
foreign correspondent. When Michael Aspel was the
subject of This Is Your Life in 1980, he little knew how
accurate the show’s title was to prove seven years later.
There is also plenty of fascination for trivia fans. It’s
hard to believe that there were only ever 26 episodes of
Andy Pandy - repeated over and over to children with
short memories. Morecambe and Wise starred in The
Sweeney (in 1978) — a return deal for John Thaw’s

Trivia maybe — but these thousands of snapshots of
TV life are anything but trivial. Social historians, TV
pundits and star-watchers will all have their own partic-
ular kind of field-day — and each of us can build up our
own picture of the life and times of Britain.

I work regularly with Jane Harbord and Jeff Wright
producing the “TV Replay’ slot in TV Weekly. You'll
enjoy, as I do, their encyclopaedic knowledge of the ins
and outs of TV people and programmes. They have a
healthy disrespect for the pretensions and pomposity of
the medium and put it all into amusing perspective.
Open the box and take your pick!

appearance in their Christmas show.
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The ‘Other Side’
Arrives

At the time of the Coronation there was
growing pressure for a second television
service. Commercial TV was at first set
back by reports of the coverage of the
Coronation in America, where sponsors’
messages kept interrupting the service in
Westminster Abbey. But it was conceded
that sponsorship wasn’t the only way for
advertisers to use TV. A White Paper was
issued in late 1953 by the conservative
government who were keen to see the
BBC monopoly broken. The Television
Bill was given the royal assent in July
1954 and the Independent Television
Authority was formed.

Independent Television’s arrival was
not a great revolution in programming. It
was said at the time that I'TV was trying
to be more like the BBC than the BBC
itself. The first night was introduced by
Leslie Mitchell, who 19 years earlier had

MAY APPEAR ON
THE BLACK OR
WHITE STRIPS.
THE DOTS ENABLE
AN ESTIMATE

OF THE DELAY
DISTANCES

TO BE MADE

)

ASSOCIATED-
REDIFFUSION

presented the opening of BBC TV. This
was followed by speeches from the
Mansion House in the City of London,
then Variety was shown - a programme
featuring an array of stars, most of whom
were familiar faces from BBC variety
shows: Shirley Abicair, Harry Secombe,
Billy Cotton and Derek Roy to name but
a few. After some extracts from safe clas-
sic plays and a boxing contest, Leslie
Mitchell was back with Lady Pamela
Berry, looking at London’s latest fashions
from the Mayfair Hotel. The night ended
with the national anthem.

This was the new channel that was
predicted to be: ‘a planned and premedi-
tated orgy of vulgarity’, a ‘tuppenny
Punch and Judy show’, and a ‘Caliban
emerging from his slimy cavern’. Lord
Reith, the founding father of the BBC,
compared the coming of advertising to
the screen on a level with the intro-
duction of smallpox and Black Death
(Bubonic Plague) to England.

The viewers, however, loved the
‘planned vulgarity’. In homes with televi-
sions that could get both ITV and BBC,
viewers were glued to ITV (known at the
tame as CTV, ITA, Channel 9 or simply
the other side). In December 1955 84 per
cent of viewers tuned into Sunday Night
At the London Palladium.

Associated-Rediffusion provided the
programmes for the five weekdays. ATV
took over at the weekend for viewers in
London and the home counties. ‘They

were joined by ABC in the Midlands,
after five months, and Granada in the
north later in 1956. It wasn’t until 1962
that the ITV network was completed.

THIS IS THE SWITCH
EXTRA PROGRAMMES

-when they come!

Every Ferguson television set has provision for
a multichannel tuner unit to bring in the new
stations—when they come. This tuner costs
from 6 gns and can be fitted in a few minutes.
147 Table Model—992 at 59 gns tax paid

(Fringe area model 991—62 gns tax paid.)

K& ...fine sets these

_ FERGUSON's

The BBC
Fights Back

The BBC had been providing Britain’s
growing number of viewers with a cosy
TV service since 1946 before ITV burst
onto the scene in September.

It may have seen itself as the senior
service: ‘the BBC is the oldest service in
the world, but it is not run for, or by,
greybeards — we are not venerable, but we
do feel experienced,” the Director
General wrote in Radio Times. Sir George
Barnes, Director of Television Broad-
casting, took a page to sell the national
service in an article that was clearly
attacking the regional system of ITV:
‘BBC Covers The Country, it’s not a
boast it’s true; 92 out of a 100 homes can
watch BBC'. He ended by restating the
BBC’s independence and hinting at the

CA PR, e S -
T PORT YHIS COUPON foe foter ducnteof Fargurar §
hora Electricatindustries Limited, |
enve, London, W.C.2. 1
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pressures of pleasing advertisers. ‘This
service is paid for by the viewers, it owes
no allegiance to anyone else.’

The coming of ITV meant more TV
hours per day. The BBC expanded from
41 hours a week to 50. Programmes
would start earlier in the evening at 7 pm
and go on to 11 pm. In the next six
months there were 28 light entertainment
series, 31 plays, more sport, concerts and
opera, more afternoon programmes for
women and for children westerns on
Fridays. The ‘Talks Department’ would
bring: Zoo Quest, The Brains Trust,
Commonwealth Magazine and Animal,
Vegetable and Mineral.

The year saw the BBC bring in a crop
of new programmes that would be
successful in countering the loss of its
monopoly.

The Grove Family, its weekly 15
minute soap opera, arrived in January —
its success took the BBC by surprise. The
popular press was full of stories of the cast
and family affairs, and the BBC received a
vast postbag from viewers believing it was
a real family. It was a mirror of the sort of
family the BBC saw as its TV audience —
comfortable, respectable and suburban.

Dixon of Dock Green, Ted Willis’
archetypal London bobby began pound-
ing his beat. Jack Warner’s character first
appeared in a film called The Blue Lamp
- unfortunately he was shot by a young
tearaway played by Dirk Bogard. It was
quite a reincarnation. Dixon ran for 21
years with Warner, by then 80 years old,
leaving most of the action to the rest of
the cast. It was a series in which the law

O
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was seen to regularly triumph and
depicted Dixon’s friendly relations on the
‘manor’ with law abiders and law break-
ers. It created a safe image of what a
policeman should be; ironically some-
thing which the real police force have
always had trouble keeping up with.

This Is Your Life was established as
one of TV’s bankers. Eamonn Andrews
brought the programme over from the
US. The first programme’s victim
was supposed to be footballer Stanley
Mathews, but it was leaked to the press
and a last replacement was found -
Eamonn himself. The same trick was
played on him in the seventies, after
Thames TV had taken over the show,
when David Nixon turned the tables.

The first Benny Hill Show was broad-
cast from the TV Theatre at Shepherd’s
Bush. His straight man was Jeremy
Hawke and guest stars were Alma Cogan
and Beryl Reid. The first show was a flop,
but it was with the second that he found
success with his famed multi-character
impersonations and set pieces satirising
other TV shows.

Children also saw new friends arrive.
Andy Pandy in Watch With Mother on
Tuesdays was joined by Picture Book on
Mondays with Patricia Driscoll, later to
be Maid Marion in Robin Hood, and
on Fridays The Woodentops. This
completed the Watch with Mother
week with The Flower Pot Men on
Wednesday and Rag Tag and Bobtail on
Thursday. This pattern was repeated
until the late sixties.
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Time for the
Commercial Break

At 8.12 pm on the night of the 22nd
September 1955, Jack Jackson, the host of
Variety, ITV’s first-night show, said:
“..and bere’s the moment you have all been
waiting for; it’s time for the natural break.”

A 90 second Gibbs SR toothpaste advert
was the first commercial. Its producer called it
“an illustrated lecture.” The next day one
critic wrote: ‘I feel neither depraved or
uplifted... I've already forgotten the
name of the toothpaste.’ The Times called
the ads ‘Comic little interruptions.” The
Daily Worker headline said ‘Too much
marge and toothpaste’ and 'The Observer
added there wasn’t enough vulgarity
and attack in the ads. A visiting critic from
The New York Times said the commercials
were ‘a paragon of British understatement
and restraint.’

On ITV’s opening night only 170,000 TV
sets were equipped to pick up the channel in
the London area, and of those a mere
100,000 tuned in. A quarter of viewers
stayed loyal to the BBC. Eleven per cent
didn’t even switch on! Far less than bad been
hoped for and promised to the advertisers who
paid a 50 per cent premium to appear on that
first night. They were charged about £1,500
a minute for the honour. Demand was so
strong to get one of the 23 slots available that
night, that a ballot was beld and Gibbs SR
was picked out of a bat to be the first shown.
There is a familiar ring to the products
advertised on that first day; Cadbury’s
Drinking Chocolate, Dunlop tyres, Woman
magazine, Lux, Surf, Ford, Shredded
Wheat, Brillo...

Commercial breaks or ‘natural breaks’ as
they were called, were severely governed. No
religion, no politics, good taste at all times —
two committees vetted ads in script and
finished form. There was even a debate as to
whether toilet rolls should only be seen
wrapped rather than ‘running free’. Natural
breaks — the term ‘natural’ was never tested
or defined — were restricted to six minuted
per hour and there bad to be a two minute
interval between any state occasion, church
service, formal royal ceremony or any appear-
ance by a member of the royal family and an
advertisement.

GRANADA

INTRODUCTION
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Welcome stranger.’ you’ve been a leng time

coming, but now you are here may your days be long and

your picture bright. And rtalking of bright pictures,
we naturally think of Ekcovision, where the finest design
and the soundest television engineering go hand-in-hand,

to bring you the best of both worlds—ITA and BBC

EKCOVY/ISION

... best way to all stations!
€. K. COLE LTD SOUTHIND-ON-SEA ESSEX
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Gela Night ! Br'tish Independent Television mekes
its haw this evening.

First th? cameras scan ihe fuce of Londsn ; tien
they fix upan histeric Guildkall, where the officiil
inaugural cerzmony takes pluace.
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GUILDHALL

7.15
THE GUESTS ARRIVE

Commentator: John Connell

7.30
THE HALLE ORCHESTRA

\

S

O\__/

fo Conductor: Sir John Barbirolh ’\
\ Overture. “Cockaigne” (In Londen Town)
by Sir Edward Elgar

The National Anthem

7.45
INAUGURAL SPEECHES
by
The Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor of London,

Sir Seymour Howard

A

The Postmaster-General,
{ ‘ Dr. the Rt. Hon. Charles Hiil. M.P. \
The Chairman of the Independent Television v
Sir Kenneth Clark

-~

C

Autherity,

~
N

A

8.0 VARIETY
A sparkling show, ‘Channel Nine” -from ABC’s

television theatre. Appearing in Channel Nine are some of the
stars who will be regularly featured in Independent Television’s

variety progrimmes.
Introduced bv Jack Jackson, they include :—

Elizabeth Allan
Billy Cotton
Lucille Graham
John Hansea
Michael Miles
Shirley Norman
Derek Roy
Harry Secombe
Kip Van Nash
The George Carden Dancers
Production by Bill Ward

Shirley Abicair
Daphne Batchelor
Reg Dixon
Hughie Green
Sheila Mathews
Bessie Rogers
Leslie Randal;
Joy Shelton
Leslic Welch
Theda Sisters
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8.40 DRAMA
Robert Morley introduces:—
An excerpt from:

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST
by Oscar Wilde.

Lady Bracknel o RS A Dame Edith Evans
Gwendoline s toc ot Ry a e e Margaret Leighton
John Worthing ... Sir John Gielgud

Dirccted by Quentin Lawrence,

BAKER'S DOZEN
by ‘“ Saki ” (H. H. Munro)

Mrs., Carewe.oaevun : Pamefa Brown Si
The Major. aTava Alec Guirness g
Mrs. Payley-Paset Faith Brook Robert
Directed by Desmond Davs Fraser
An excerpt from: L.T.A.

PRIVATE LIVES £ ¥ Director
by Noel Coward. ZAl : Gerneral

Amanda A Kay Hammond
Blyot oems - John Clen:ents
Directed by Robert Hamer
The sequences from ** The Importance of Being Earnest ' and
* Baker's Dozen ™ wcre produced by Towers of londen Lid.. in
assoviation with H. M. Tennent, Ltd. The scquence from * Private
Lives” was produced by Associated-Rediffusion, Ltd

:"."l' Yy iy
"'-‘.'..‘,.‘u_&g

BRILLO <oap Paps

demonstrated on TV. to-night

$.10 PROFESSIONAL BOXING

Jack Solomons presents
Terence Murphy v. Lew Lazar
in a 12-round contest at 11 st. 6 Ib. for the Southern Area
Middleweight Championship, from Shoreditch Town Hall.

Commentators : Len Harvey and Tony Van den Bergh.
Produced by Keith Rogers.

e ooy

10.0 NEWS AND NEWSREEL , v L /////

Newsreel presents outstanding events of recent days.

10.15 GALA NIGHT AT THE MAYFAIR
Opening Night Gala at the Mayfair Hotel, London.
Leslie Mitchell introduces some of the guests.
London’s leading fashion houses present their latest

creations ; the models introduced by Lady Pamela Bcer-y, 5 ~
with a commentary by Mary Hill.
Arranged in co-operation with the Incorporated Socicty of Loncon
Fashicn Designers. i e : A / ¥ cpociel soup
> = ""! pecii
4 == y Winingimn‘tng;
Ry, == - A in every Brilo
10.30 STAR CABARET iR 5‘3 S 5 .
. . . . /4 - -
With music by Billy Ternant and his Orchestra. \/ TS <1

Directed by Kenneth Carier and Bill Perry. BRILLO SOAP PADS ‘
have a three-fold seczet that gets you
out of the kitchen fast! Soft metal
19.50 PREVIEW fibre scours, pure vegetable-oil soap
A glimpse of some of the programmes to come on cleanscs, jeweller's polish shines—
Independent Television during the coming months, all in onz quick go! Damp your
BRILLO SOAP PAI)—rub, rinse

and ycur pan glitters like new!

11.0 EPILOGUE

The National Anthem and close-down. | BAILLD SOAP PADS  BEILLD CLEANSER

Red Boe) The woap iren Bort Pads

Today's programmes produced by Associated-Rediffusion, Ltd.,

and Associated Broadcasting Company, Lid. THRIFTY SIZE 12 PADS 2/- (5 PADS /'-)
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TOP TWENTY

Percentage of audience (London)

1 Sunday Palladium ITV 84
2 Theatre Royal v 79
3 ILove Lucy ITvV. 79
4 Dragnet ITV. 78
5 Take Your Pick ITvV. 78
6 Robin Hood ITV. 73
7 Figure Skating ITvV. = 72
8 People Are Funny ITv. 71
9 Saturday Showtime TTVes 71
10 Stage One ITv 71
11 Double Your Money ITV 70
12 Gun Law ItV 69
13 Love and Kisses ITvV. 69
14 Highland Fling BBC 68
15 Boxing BBC 66
16 Movie Magazine ITV 66
17 Jack Jackson Show ITY 65
18 TV Playhouse ITV 64
19 Fairbanks Presents ITV. 63
20 Gerry’s Inn ITV. 62

* No | - Stars were singer Dickie Valentine
and Patacou, France's First Lady of Cabaret.
"The compere was Tommy Trinder.

* No 7 - Men and women's UK Figure
Skating Championship finals live from
Streatham Ice Rink.

¢ No 9 - Saturday’s Variety Showcase
Wakey! Wakey! was fun and frolics with
master showman Billy Cotton and his band.

* No 16 - John Fitzgerald introduced
Movie Magazine news with film clips.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

ITV Hits the Top

ITV became a household name with its
three major hits — Sunday Night at the
London Palladium, Take Your Pick
and Double Your Money.

Sunday Night at the London Palladium
(1) enticed top showbiz guests to appear
and introduced US game show Beat the
Clock to UK audiences. Its first Sunday
Night, presented by Tommy Trinder,
featured singers Gracie Fields and Guy
Mitchell. The Palladium became a
national institution with one vicar switch-
ing the time of his evening service so his
congregation could catch the show.

Take Your Pick (5) was I'TV’s first
Friday night game show. Quiz inquisitor
Michael Miles picked contestants from
the studio audience to ask them three
simple general knowledge questions. Ile
then gave them a key to a locked box,
where they might find a dried prune or
a star prize. But before reaching that
stage they could win

. _ _
lBarbara Mandell was the first
woman newsreader on British
TV. She started presenting ITN’s |
lunchtime news in September. ‘

People Are Funny (8), hosted by Derek
Roy, hit the headlines. It was a very early
UK import of a US game show format
and the forerunner of a host of embar-
rassment factor shows like Candid
Camera, Game For a Laugh, Beadle’s
About and People Do the Funniest
Things. Practical jokes and minor ordeals
were played on contestants after which
they won a prize. One woman was told to
smash up china under a cloth, it was
then revealed it was her own china. It
was condemned as cruel, tasteless and
exploitative — although the people
winning the prizes, the audience and the
waiting list of volunteers didn’t agree.
However, it was the first programme to
be censured by the ITA - they thought it
too cruel. Rather than tone it down,
ATV, its producers, took it off.

five shillings if they |ERSSSE= N, 25
avoided saying Yes or
No for a minute while
being bombarded with
questions or bullied
into selling back their
key to possibly avoid
winning the booby
prize.

Double Your Money
(11) was, with Take
Your Pick, one of
ITV’s core shows.
Both never left the
charts in their 13-year
run. Hughie Green,
like Michael Miles,
brought his quiz show
from Radio Luxem-
bourg to ITV.

On Monday nights
contestants were given
a choice of 42 subjects
and if they answered
correctly, doubled
their money up to
£32. They could then
go on the Treasure
Trail with a top prize
of £1,000.

Fed

L2

SOUTHERN EDITION  FOURFENCE

HUGHIE GREEN
Double Your Money
Monday, 8.35 pm

..
MICHAEL MILES
Toke Your Pick

=
3
Friday, 8pm PE@
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* Fabian of Scotland Yard, starring
Bruce Seton as ex-Flying Squad officer
Detective Superintendent Robert Fabian,
was the BBC’s first crime series. Some of
Fabian’s real-life cases were used as plots
for the half-hour series. The real-life
Fabian turned up on I'TV in 1956 as
the Guardian of the Questions in The
$64,000 Question quiz.

¢ Colonel March of Scotland Yard was
I'TV’s first home-grown police series
starring Boris Karloff as the Head of the
Queer Complaints Department. The
one—eyed detective turned his good eye
towards solving cases that had proved too
much for ordinary coppers.

* What’s My Line?, the first US import
of a Goodson and Todmann show, was
Britain’s first successful game show.
Hosted by Eammon Andrews, the regular
panelists — Lady Isobel Barnet, Barbara
Kelly, Gilbert Harding and David Nixon
— had to guess what the contestants did
for a living. Goodson and Todmann
created some of the biggest TV quiz and
game shows including The Price Is
Right and Blockbusters.

* Roy Rogers, the singing King of the
Cowboys, appeared in a modern western.
All the traditional goodies and baddies
were there, gunfights, rustlers and hold-
ups, but then a jeep would drive into shot

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

carrying the Sheriff. Dale Fvans, his wife,
Trigger, Buttercup and Bullet the dog
helped Roy beat the baddies.

* The Adventures of Robin Hood
starring Richard Green — made for chil-
dren in a tiny studio in Walton on
Thames — became a family favourite.
More than 140 episodes were made
with TV stars popping up in Robin’s
band of Merry Men or on the wicked
Sheriff’s side including Jane Asher, Paul

Boris Karloff staring as ‘Colonel March of Scotland Yard’.

Eddington, Richard O’Sullivan, Leo
McKern and Billie Whitelaw. The end
credit music was a hit record for
American singer Dick James.

* Ex-RAF pilot Peter Dimmock
presented Sportview, the BBC’s mid-
week sports roundup programme.
Dimmock became Head of Outside
Broadcasts while still presenting the
programme which started the annual
Sports Personality of the Year Award.

Watch out for Sooty

—he’s coming to your screen
every week this winter!

TV'S FAVOURITE TEDDY! You'll be seeing him—and
Harry Corbett—every week, in films made especially
and exclusively for Oxo. See them every. Wednesday
between 5 and 6 pm and on Thursdays between 10

and 11 pm.

Watch out for these Sooty

films. They're going to be HOW OXO HELFS
grand fun. s e s e

fess worry. And 16ts of time
this winter.

There's nothing ie the world
80 good for 2 soup or a sfew
or a savoury pie. Oxo adds

Oxo can help you to cook
moresavoury meals, more
quickly; Oxo’s beefy
goodness can be a great
help to you this winter:
And every winter.

beefiness to meat; rich fla.
vour to stocks and gravies,
And it makes & hot drink
checring enough to welcome
any man home. Always
keep Oxo bandy on your
kitchen shelf!

makes meals meatier

Sooty was a well-established star of BBC,
having made his first appearance with
Harry Corbett in 1952 on Talent Night,
when he starred in a series of award
winning commercials for OXQO.

“Murray Mints — the too good to hurry
mints” was voted the tup TV ad by a Gallup
Poll. Its catchy tune was bummed on huses,
tubes and trains.

Took’s

1V Teasers
1 Who was TV’s ‘Mr Pasuy’ ?

2 What was the children’s television

programme presented by Huw
Wheldon called ?

3 Who was Andy Pandy and Teddy’s
litrle doll friend on Watch With
Mother ?
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A youthful Rolf Harris (below), crayon in
TV advertisers regularly took space in  up to three minutes. TV cook Philip| hand, appeared on Small Time which
magazines to promote mini-programmes  Harben did a rich Christmas cake recipe| was screened in ITV’s first week on air.

or long commercials — some lasting for  for Woman’s Own on'T'V. | Harris (then 25) is just one of three TV
. ) regulars still appearing in the nineties,
? ‘ N along with IHarry Secombe, who starred
TONIGHT BETWEEN 10and lom. [ e along arry. .
in the opening night variety show, and
; A GAY FAIR ISLE SWEATER TO KNIT, £ o
’ ‘ \ WITH MATCHING MITTS—Simple inscruc. Leo McKern who played a baddie in the
tions make this brightly designed Fair lsle 0
) sweater really easy to knit. And the pattern ﬁrSt RO[)In I IO()d adventurc.
for the mitts is quite exclusive 1
MEN by MARLENE DIETRICH
L One of the world’s most famous women tefls 12.0 NEWS
% ‘WOMAN'S OWN readers what she thinks Followed by
. " 2bout some of the world’s most lamgu: men, Programme Parade.
Presents some Spedldl 12.10 IT'S AN IDEA
Each week someone

will tell you about a
useful idea that they have
had and demonstrate how
to carry it out. This week
Jeanne Kent shows, in
the simplest way, how to
make a lampshade.

12.15 SMALL TIME
Big Black Crayon
Rolf Harris and Jean
Ford in a programme of
stories and pictures. The
young audience are invited
to help Roif Harris in
drawing pictures with their
“ big black crayon.”

Christmas Recipes

Tonight, between [0 and 1f p.m, this famous Tv
personalily . . . and regular contributor td WOMAN'S owN

. will be telling you aboul his special Christmds
Cookery Feature in this week's WOMAN'S owN, He
gives step-by-siep instructions or. inaking a lovely,
tich Christmas cake. and a selection of delicious
‘ goodics '~ guarantecd | to : enchant” your -most  dis-
criminating guests. They're fun to' make . . . casy,
100, the Harben way and how everyonc is going to )
enjoy them ! Don’t miss Philip Harben tonight . 4L/
dnd don't miss the many trcats he' has in store in o
WOMAN'S OWN, out loday. ’

Womans onn

OUT TODAY. (THURsDAY; NOVEMBER 24tn.) '44d.

R.;lf Harris

12.30 Time signal : close down till 5.0

GRS A Mr Plantagenet Somerset Fry
— became an overnight celebrity
after appearing on Double Your
Money. The Oxford post-graduate

A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

1 ’ was the first contestant to enter

orning Soap’s :
g p the ‘Treasure Trail’. He even had
Short Run to ask a fellow student to act as his
, In I'TV’s first week on air it launched ‘press officer’ to keep Fleet Street

OFFICIAL PROGRAMMES  THURsDAY SEPT 22 —saturbay OCT . .y - . .

Britain’s first 15-minute daily soap at bay. However, he was not game
opera, Sixpenny Corner, which was enough to risk his money on the
centred on the trials and tribulations of £1,000 question and quit the quiz

newlyweds Bill and Sally Norton. The when he reached £512.
true-to-life story was set in a dilapidated | “——
garage, managed by Bill, in a town called

Springwood. ITA o r B B c

Starring [Toward Pays and Patricia S
Dainton — who appeared alongside ) ,l f
Lucille Ball on the front cover of the TV WIth ‘ o
Times’ first edition — the morning soap’s T = .t the ﬂle

airing was short-lived. A cash crisis

o [ = forced I'T'V to axe its morning pro- & Of 1 SWltCh
B Ao .

R grammes after a few weeks. Sixpenny | Wheeever you are, in any part
LUCILLE BALL (r o . ° f of the countzy, the new Pilot
I e | Corner was transferred to an evening slot, ST IeRreIei yora| St i re)

‘The most up-to-the-minute
design and advanced technical
features  ensure  crystal-clear
pictures and twop~quality seund
reception on LT.A and B.B.C.
progranunes.

Pilot modck rarge fronthe 137
Table T.V. to the Giat-screen
21" Comsole, We illustrate the
T.V. 97 modd, with stund.

| 8C gns. Tax Paiis
Stand, optional extra J gns. Tax poid.

but was cut after ten months in June ‘56.

TeAseER ANSWERS

1 Richard Hearne was famous for his Mr Pastry character with droopy grey moustache,
black string tie and bowler hat. He received an OBE in 1970, the year he died.

2 All Your Own - a TV regular in the fifties where children with special talents came on = = o e o
to show them off. Rl A Dot i i et 1
3 Looby Lou settled into the basket at the end of each programme. Only 26 episodes [N ————— 1
were made and the BBC just kept repeating them. ' . wn




American TV

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Hits Britain

Shows with an American flavour
proved popular in the fifties. In
1956 five shows made it to the top
20 as well as four British scries
based on American game-show
formats.

Dragnet (5) “The story you are
about to sce is true, only the
names have been changed to
protect the innocent’ was the clas-
sic introduction to this cop show
with a documentary feel. Jack
Webb starred as Sgt Joe Friday
in the first American cop show to
be screened in Britain, Webb
created, starred, wrote and
produced the dramas of life in
the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment - 300 were made from 1951
to 1959,

8.30

Assignment Foreign Legion
(10) starred Merle Oberon as a
roving forcign correspondent
working in North Africa. The series was
shot in Algeria and Morocco ‘with the full
cooperation of the French Foreign
Legion’, but not the nationalist freedom
fighters. Skirmishes meanc that the film-
ing had to be completed at Beaconsfield
Studios in peaceful Buckinghamshire.

Gun Law (14) or Gunsmoke as it was
originally called, with James Arness as

Mact Dillon the Marshall of Dodge City,
Kansas, was the first adult western

Took's
TV TeAseRrs

I  Who was the future Conservative
MP who introduced Highlight ?

2 Who was a newsreader for I'TN and
later became a Conservative MP 2

3 Who was the first Prime Minister to
make a TV ministerial broadcast ?

In this scene from tonight's ** Dragnet™ Sgt. Joe Friday ( IaLk Webb)
and Officer Frank Smith (Ben Alexander) stand over young Bruce

Abbot (Jimmy Ogr)
DRAGNET

This is the first of the * Dragnet ” series, in which the

events you are about o see are truc.

THE BIG ESCAPE
by James Moser.
Produced and dirccted by Jack Webb.
Sergeant Joe Friday. . 500 000 . Jack Webb
Officer Frank Smith. ... ... ... . .Ben Alexander

-

Max Tyler.. ... ... ........... .Harlan Warde
Dorothy Tyler.. .. ... ........ .... Elizabeth Fraser
De. Hall. ... ... ... . Vic Perrn
Captain Diddion. . .. ........ ... ... ... Art Gilmore
GeorgeGrayson. . ............. ..... Emcrson Treavy
Larry Thompson.... ......... ......... Bill Boyett

In this episodc the man remanded in custody .on a charge

of robbery breaks out cf jail, and we arc shown the methods
used by the American police force to track him down.

running on American television. It ran for
20 years with more than 500 c¢pisodes.
Dennis Weaver was the limping deputy
Chester and Miss Kitty of the Long
Branch Saloon (Amand Blake) provided
the feminine touch.

Frontier Doctor (15) dealt with the
adventures of Doctor Bill Baxter (Rex
Allen) as a ‘tough young medico who goes
about his mission of tending the sick in
the turbulen: days of the land rush in the
western territories’.

Douglas Fairbanks Presents (17) was
another transatlantie hit, but this long
running series was made in Britain,
Commissioned by NBC in the States, the
series was shown all over the worlc. The
halt-hour dramas had a theme of average
people caught in unusual situations.
Fairbanks ()nl_v starred in some of the 117
episodes made between 1953 and 1957.
—— ——
The Liberace story was serialised in |
the TV Times - fans who missed |
episodes could order a copy of his
Lbiography for 2s 6d. |

I
TOP TWENTY
Percentage of audience (London)

1 The Gang Show ITV. 81
2 Armchair Theatre ITV. 79
3 Take Your Pick IT™vV.. 76
4  Sunday Palladium ITV. 75
5 Dragnet ITv 75
6 Val Parnell’s Startime ITV 75
7 Secret Mission ITV. 74
8 TV Playhouse ITV. 74
9 Fireside Theatre v 73
10 Foreign Legion ITvV. 73
11 Theatre Royal ITvV. 73
12 Before Your Very Eyes ITV 71
13 The 64,000 Question ITV 71
14 Gun Law ITV. 71
15 Frontier Doctor IT™vV. 70
16 Close Up 69
17 Fairbanks Presents ITV. 69
18 Two For the Money ITV 68
19 Robin Hood 1TV 68
20 Double Your Money 1TV 68

* No 1 - Presented by Jack Hylton on
Thursday nights in September, The Crazy

Gang were Nervo and Knox, Naughton and

Gold and Bud Flannagan, but his partner
Chesney Allen and Monsewer Eddie Grey
were absent.

* No 2 - The top drama starred Ronald
Lewis and Margaretta Scott in The
Hollow Crown about a king coming home
after a coup.

* No 7 - A series of true wartime stories
about the Special Operations Executive
(SOE) and the Resistance.

1956
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* The BBC celebrated its tenth year
back on air since the war with a 90-
minute gala show called We Are Your
Servants.

® Granada TV started broadcasting in
the north. At first its franchise only
covered five week days with ABC
doing the weekends.

* A series of sponsored programmes

were ruffling feathers at the ITA. John

Betjeman introduced Discovering

Britain - a series of motoring films

highlighting Britain’s heritage for

which Shell Petrol bought the whole
of a three minute commercial break.

But events overtook the ITA’s worries

— the fuel shortage following the Suez

crisis banned all advertsing of petrol.

The first experimental colour TV

broadcasts were made in November

from the Alexandra Palace studios.

They continued with different systems

until 1969 when the German PAL

(Phased Alternation Line) provided

colour TV for all of Britain.

ATV Playhouse called Teddy Gang

caused a rumpus. The programme was

listed in TV Times as ‘a story of today,
of Teddy Boys and Teddy Girls and
their grim fight against organised soci-
ety... it is the story of Nick who has
murdered to get power.” The subject
matter of teenage violence fuelled
further newspaper headlines on the
problem of youth and teenage
violence.

"YOUR SERVANTS

. A GALA PROGRAMME CELEBRATING

THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
REOPENING OF THE

BBC Television Service

* — -

—
STARRING
Arthur Askey, Shirley Abicair, 1sobel Barnett
Boyer and Ravel, Carole Carr
Petula Clark, Alma Cogan, Billy Colton
Harry Corbetl with *Sooly’

Jerry Desmonde, Jennifer Gay, Henry llall
Gilbert Harding, Richard Hearne, Barbara Kelly
Pat Kirkwood, George Martin, Bill Maynard
Bob Monkhouse, Kenneth More
Muffin the Mule
Frank Muir, David Nixon, Denis Norden
Anthony Oliver, Jack Payue, Pouishaoff
John Slater, Terry-Thomas
The Television Toppers
*

WITH
Julia I'arron, Gillinn Lynne, April Olrich
and T'erence Theobold with the Corps de Baliet
*

THE PROGRAMME INTRODUCED BY
John Ellison, Joan Gilbert, Peter Haigh
McDonald Hobley, Jeanne Heal, Humphrey Lestocq
lacqueline Mackensie, Mary Malcolm, Leslie Mitchell
Sylvia Peters, Berkeley Smith
*

Geraldo and his Orchestra

The Concert Orchestra and George Mitchell Singers
Conducted by Eric Robi

Incidenlal music specially composed by Arthur B itkinson
Production numbers stnged by Alfred Rodrigues
The Toppers' routines arranged by Leslie Roberts
Designers, Richard Levin and Barry Learoyd
Film Cameraman, Ken Higgine.  Film Editor, Len Trumm
Sequences directed by Froncis Essex, Bill Cotton Jar,, and John Gess

PRODUCTION BY FRANCIS ESSEX

L AT 8.30

*

A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

Hello and Goodbye
to the Armstrongs

One Family was I'TV’s answer to The
Groves. The family in this case, the
Armstrongs, even had the same
number of kids, two boys and two girls.
Dad, played by Patrick Holt, had just
quit his job in a furniture shop t set
up on his own. Mum, Joyce Heron, was
a bit scatter-brained, but well-meaning.

Grandpa, played by veteran actor
Gordon Harker, ‘was a Boer War
veteran with a VC, a pet parrot called
Kaiser Bill and a collection of military
mementos in a chalet in the garden.’ At
the foot of the cast list was Arthur
Lowe as Mr Boswick.

The author, R F Delderficld, wrote
the daily serial working from his
little cottage in Budleigh Salterton,
Devon; he promised to make the
family as real as possible, not just a TV
family. They were so real that they
even had a ‘daily’; Mrs Hook ‘is a
lovable cockney with her hair in a bun
and turban who, although she could
earn 3s 6d a week more elsewhere,
says: “I prefer to work for the ‘appy
Armstrongs.” The sheer unrelenting
grind of producing a daily soap must
have been far too much for Delderfietd
because the ‘appy Armstrongs only
lasted for 18 weeks.

Feb 17~Feb 25

PLL ASSOCIATED-REDIFFUSION
AND ATV PROGRAMMES

* [Flash London motor dealer, Raymond
Way, was the first person to have a TV in
the back of his Rolls Royce. The specially
mounted and ventilated nine inch set had
a hydraulic aerial that adjusted for BBC
and I'T'V.

¢ The New York Post’s TV Editor, Jay
Nelson, praised British television during
a UK visit, but slammed American TV
saying: ‘Much of the programming is
junk, our commercials are intrusive,
vulgar and frequently painful to watch’.

TeASER ANSWERS

1 Geoffrey Johnson Smith introduced the early evening ten minute magazine
programme which was seen as the prototype for Tonight.

2 Christopher Chataway, who went on to be the government minister responsible for
broadcasting.

3 Sir Anthony Eden in April. He had taken over from Churchill the previous year and
had never given a TV interview or made a ministerial broadcast in his long political
career. One Fami

(dse indide)
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FIRST NIGHTS

Hancock’s Half Hour, written by
Simpson and Galton moved from radio to
TV in June. Tony Hancock played the
dreamer living with Sid James at 23
Railway Cuttings, East Cheam.

Haneock later went solo and made
The Blood Donor, The Bowmans and
The Radio Ham.

Billy Cotton’s Wakey! Wakey! was also
another transfer from radio in May,
featuring Alan Breeze and Doreen
Stephens. Renamed The Billy Cotton
Band Show it was one of BBC’s Saturday
night bankers until Cotton died in 1969.

The Eurovision Song Contest was
broadcast for the first time in Britain, but
there was no UK entry. It was held in
Lugano, Switzerland and won by the
Swiss with ‘Refrain’ sung by Lyss Assia.

What the Papers Say with Brian Inglis
started its criticism of the British press.
Guest presenters have included Michael
Parkinson, Mike Scott and Bill Grundy
with many of Fleet Street’s finest attack-
ing their fellow hacks.

This Week, I'TV’s longest running
current affairs programme, started in
January. Presented by Leslie Mitchell, it
was basically a topical news magazine.
Now it is an investigative single topic
programme.

The Adventures of Sir Lancelot intro-
duced the story of Queen Guinevere’s
Champion. The successful 30 half-hour
adventures were repeated until the late
sixties. William Russell also had staying
power — he turned up in Coronation
Street in 1992 as Rita Fairclough’s suitor.

Jimmy Edwards played the headmaster of
seedy Chislebury Boys School in Whack-
O! - keeping parents, inspectors and
creditors at arms length.

['V Crisis

The 1956 Suez conflict created a TV
crisis when Prime Minister Sir Anthony
Eden, furious that air-time was given to
those opposing the invasion, threatened
Government-controlled broadcasting. It
had the opposite effect however of
dissolving the ‘14 day rule’ which had
prevented TV talks, discussions or cover-
age of any parliamentary business upto
two weeks before it was due to be
discussed in the House.

I'TV also had a crisis — lack of cash.
Early investors had been hopelessly over-
optimistic. Associated-Rediffusion lost

£2.7 million in its first year and major
backer Associated Newspapers wanted
out. The Daily Mirror supported a new
share issue which saved ATV from bank-
ruptcy. However investors sticking with
ITV did see huge returns — in the case of
ATV a one shilling share was worth £11
just three years later.

Kingsway Corner was probably the
most basic TV programme ever made by
Associated-Rediffusion. Interviewers Kent
Walton and Muriel Young literally grabbed
people passing the company’s London studio
for 30 minutes of live TV

13

* Grumpy What’s My Line? panellist
Gilbert Harding was promoting Sky
Tour holidays for £27 16s 6d — all in.

American Comedy '
Hits Britain

Top American Comedy show I Love
Lucy arrived on ITV. Starring Lucille
Ball — a mult-millionairess who was the
first woman star to produce her own |
series — and Desi Arnaz living in a Newl
York apartment with William Frawley
and Vivian Vance playing their land-
lords. Ball and Arnaz made a pilot in

1950 and since 1951 the show had been
a raging success.

Another much-loved show, based on the
formula of established stars playing
themselves in a fictionalised series was
The Burns and Allen Show which ran |
for seven years notching up 139 stories.
Starring the well-known film and
theatrical pair — George Burns, playing
the straight man to Gracie Allen’s hair-
brained schemes. In some episodes the
plot took on a bizarre twist as Burns
watched the show on his TV and
| wondered how his wife would get out of
her latest madcap scheme.

Joan Davis, dubbed the Queen of
Television, starred in I Married Joan.
Playing the part of a scatty wife, Joan
always complicated the life of her
husband, Judge Bradley Stevens played
by Jim Backus — who was famous as the
voice of the cartoon character Mr Magoo.

The Jack Benny Show, halfway
between a sitcom and variety show, also
starred Eddie Anderson as Benny’s
butler Rochester. Viewers saw a tight-
fisted Benny taking shopping trips, holi-
days and being stopped by a robber —
‘Your money or your life?’ to which

Benny replied ‘I'm thinking, I'm thinking.’

Topper was a fantasy sitcom based on a
house haunted by its previous owners —
a couple who were tragically killed in a
skiing accident. Leo Carroll starred as
banker Cosmo Topper — the only
person who could see the couple and
their martini-drinking St Bernard.

1956
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14
TOP TWENTY
Homes [millions]
1 Take Your Pick ITV 3.25
2 Sunday Palladium ITV 3.23
3 Ciriss Cross Quiz ITV 3.22
4 The Army Game ITV 3.21
5 TV Playhouse ITV 3.20
6 Prince of Wales Show ITV 3.14
7 ©OSS. ITV 3.12
8 Double Your Money ITV 3.09
9 Salute To
Showbusiness ITV 3.05
10 Armchair Theatre ITV 3.01
11 Arthur Askey Show  ITV 3.01
12 Emergency Ward Ten ITV 3.01
13 Spot the Tune ITV 3.00
14 Murder Bag ITV 297
15 Life With the Lyons ITV 2.94
16 Jack Jackson Show ITV 294
17 Caroll Levis
Discoveries ITV 294

18 This Week ITV 283
19 Alfred Marks Time ITV 281
20 Tell the Truth ITV 278

® No 2 - Stars in the top Palladium were
Americans Paul Anka singing his hit Diana,
and film star Janet Blair. Alfred Marks
compered.

® No 5 - The top drama was Pick Up Girl
starring Andre Morrell and Janet Munro in
a play about juvenile delinquency.

* No 9 ~ This was a celebration of ['TV’s
second birthday. A two hour tribute of
drama, variety, comedy and song.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Quiz Prize Record

Criss Cross Quiz (3), hosted by Jeremy
Hawke, started in June 1957 and was
basically noughts and crosses with ques-
tions chosen from 98 categories. Every
right answer was worth £20 and if you
kept winning you kept collecting the
money. At the time there was no prize
limit and one contestant walked away
with £2,360. Jeremy Hawke left the quiz
in 1962 but the quiz continued to roll
until 1967.

The Army Game (4) was ITV’s first big
comedy hit. The show, set in a transit
and surplus ordnance depot at Nether
Hopping with Hut 29 housing a bunch of
failed soldiers, struck a chord with
millions of ex-servicemen. Sgt Major
Bullimore, William Hartnell, tried to
make soldiers out of dropouts like
Alfie Bass as Excused Boots Bisley,
Michael Medwin as the con-man
Corporal Springer and the CO Major
Upshot-Bagley, Geoffrey Sumner, who
was more interested in his pigs than army
life. It ran for five years with a total of
153 episodes.

0.S8.S. (7) was an early example of
ATV’s mid-Atlantic TV policy. Set in
wartime Europe the true stories followed
the work of the Office of Sctrategic
Services, the forerunner of America’s
CIA. Ron Randell starred as Major
Hawthorne with Lionel Murton as his
controller. The strong US flavour meant
good sales in the US as well as ratings
success in Britain.

Emergency Ward Ten (12) was ITV’s
first hit soap opera. Oxbridge Hospital
was the setting for the lives and loves of
doctors and nurses. The main character
was played by Jill Browne who starred as
Nurse Carol Young for eight years. Many
stars passed through the hospital includ-
ing heart-throbs Desmond Carrington,
Charles Tingwell and John Alderton and
patients Albert Finney, lan llendry and
Joanna Lumley. About 1,200 actors were
used in the programme’s ten year run.

Life With the Lyons (15) The TV
version of the long running radio family
comedy starring Ben Lyon, his wife Bebe
Daniels and their children Barbara and
Richard. Molly Weir played their maid.

‘...and later this evening’

Sylvia Peters helped BBC TV
to celebrate its 21st birthday
in 1957. She joined stars like
Lesliec Mitchell, the first TV
programime announcer in
1936, McDonald Hobley and
Famonn Andrews at the
National Radio Show. Peters
became the nation’s sweet-
heart when she joined the
BBC ten years carlier as a
staff announcer — a job that is
now virtually extinct.

Announcers also had to fill
when something went wrong,
which it did regularly in the
days of live TV.

The BBC was embarrassed
by Peters’ glamourous image
— she had many a run-in with
BBC bosses over her low-cut
dresses. She left the BBC
after 11 years to freelance and
was a regular on Southern
TV’s Houseparty. L
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FIRST NIGHTS

With Shadow Squad came more free-
lance crime fighters starring Peter
Williams as Don Carter and George
Moon as his cheerful cockney side kick
Ginger Smart. The two ex-flying squad
detectives resigned so that they could
drive over 30mph, beat up suspects and
not have to worry about issuing cautions.
The series was originally made by
Associated-Rediffusion, but switched to
Granada TV which made 175 episodes.

The Sky At Night is the longest running

science programme in the world and

(TVnews

* Scottish TV joined the ITV network.
The Scotsman called the opening night
‘a spectacle sumptuously mounted,
the most brilliant collection of Scots
artists ever to amalgamate their
talents in a single production.’ Its
owner, Lord Thomson, was pleased
as well. He later called his ITV fran-
chise ‘a licence to print money’.

* Panorama’s 1st of April edition

carried a story about the successful

spaghetti harvest in Switzerland.

Amazingly hundreds of viewers asked

where they could buy the plants!

The Queen made her first TV broad-

cast — a recorded speech for her

subjects in Canada. She also made her
first live Christmas Day broadcast on

TV and radio.

* Prince Phillip also took to the screen

presenting Round the World In

Forty Minutes for children’s TV and

then The Restless Sphere for the

International Geophysical Year.

Schools television service started on

ITV in May with Looking and

Seeing. The BBC followed suit in

September.

TV’s shutdown period, also known as

Toddler’s Truce, between 6pm and

7pm, ended in 1957. The off-air

period was introduced to allow mums
to put kiddies to bed with no distrac-
tions, but ITV wanted the extra hours
to sell more air time and grab early
evening viewers.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Patrick Moore is also the longest running
presenter of a single programme. Fe has
turned into one of TV’s most imperson-
ated people and his stature has increased
literally since the space shots of the sixties
and seventies brought him to a wider
audience.

Pinky and Perky - the puppet creations
of Jan and Vlasta Dalibor - were not just
for children’s hour, they were guest
on the Palladium, Royal Variety and
many other TV shows. Actors Jimmy
Thompson and John Slater were their
straight men and, with their funny
falsetto voices, their records were hits.

Fury, the Black Beauty of the fifties,
starred Bobby Diamond as an orphan who
comes to live on a ranch and befriends
a horse. Peter Graves was the other
male lead, later he starred in Mission
Impossible. Over 100 adventures were
made of the horse with telepathic powers.

Six Five Special on Saturday evenings
was the first BBC pop music programme.

TONIGHRT
Look areund with

Cliff Michelmore
Sport—Musiec—Pcople
Civema—Theatre—Travel
witH

Derek Hart

Geoffrey Johnson Smith
AND THIS WEEK

Rory McEwen

Produced by
DONALD BAVERSTOCK

NOW AT 6.13

Took's
TV TeAseRs

1 Which American soldier was based
at Fort Baxter, Kansas ?

2 Which fat schoolboy did Gerald
Campion play ?

3 What was the name of George
Dixon’s son-in-law in Dixon of
Dock Green ?

Pete Murray and Josephine Douglas
introduced fifties pop stars like Chris
Barber and His Jazz Band, The Dallas
Boys, Michael Holliday and Don Lang
and The Frantic Five were the resident
band. Another co-presenter was ex-heavy-
weight boxer Freddie Mills. (Pictured at the
base of the page are Jon Pertwee and a very
young Adam Faith in a skiffle session.)

Tonight has a supreme status as the
current affairs programme to beat all
current affairs programmes. In theory,
the mix of serious journalism and light
features all ending with a topical calypso
shouldn’t have worked, but the highly
experienced team of print journalists and
TV professionals like Cliff Michelmore,
Kenneth Allsop, Alan Whicker and Fyfe
Robinson gave the live programme an
edge that has seldom been matched.
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— _
|  Terry Scott in &%
SCOTT FREE
*
WITH

Norman Vaughan
lenry Longhurst
Marcia Ashton
Peler Swanwick
June Rodney
AND

Wallas Faton

I
Produced by
HARRY CARLISLE

at 8.0

* Scott Free was Terry Scott’s first star-
ring comedy series. With Norman
Vaughan he played an out of work actor
who is sent by his agent to be an enter-
tainment officer in the seaside town of
Bogmouth. Many of the plots for the
sitcom were based on Terry’s experiences
in seaside rep.

* Theatre Flash came ‘direct from the
stage of the The Old Vic Theatre’. The
BBC in one of its live relays from current
theatrical hits, presented an extract from
A Midsummer Night's Dream with
Frankie Howerd playing Bottom.

* The Perry Como Show was a popu-
lar long running imported variety show
from the US starring the Italian/
American crooner. lis easy-going
style was the prototype which many
British stars copied. The one hour
show was sponsored by Kraft in the States
and had to have the various sponsors
messages cut.

* Joan and Leslie were the husband and
wife team the Randalls, although Joan
remained Joan Reynolds in an American-
style comedy where stars more or less
played themselves. Co-starring were
Harry Towb and Noel Dyson. The
Randalls went on to a rewarding career
advertising Fairy Snow washing powder.
They spent nine years ‘forcing grey out
and forcing white in’.

A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

For no apparent reason the BBC's first
successful soap was axed in June. The
Groves, a 20-minute weekly saga about
a respectable working class family, was
the Eastenders/Coronation Street of
its day. Fleet Street just could not get
enough Grove stories. Edward Evans
played the builder dad, mum was Ruth
Dunning, and the star of the show was

The Grove Family

grumpy gran Nancie Roberts. The chil-
dren were Christopher Beeny as Lenny,
Margaret Downs as Daphne, Peter
Bryant as Jack and Sheila Sweet as Pat
the pin-up girl of the serial.

The BBC’s lack of foresight and a row
with writers Michael and Roland
Pertwee who were tired out after three
years writing, led to the soap’s demise.

-
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Robin Day was back from holiduy. That week
be was newscasting for ITN and presenting
Impact ‘a bard bitting interview on a
matter of the moment.” TV Times said ‘He is
not one of those who bas made a career out of
rudeness. True, his questions are often
uncomfortable and his manner aggressive,
but bis bluntness is used to get results’.

The music sheet for Shell petrol’s latest
commercial (right) was printed for those
who wanted to sing-along-a-shell.

Richards books.

Teaser ANSWERS
1  Sergeant Ernest G Bilko in The Phil Silvers Show.
Billy Bunter of Greyfriars School. A popular series based on the famous Frank

3 Detective Sergeant Andy Crawford, played by Peter Byrne — who was to turn up many
years later playing Ma Boswell’s boyfriend in Bread.
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40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Game Shows Win
the Rating Prizes

Six game shows gained places in the
year’s hit parade with Dotto winning the
star prize as the most watched show.

Dotto, a quiz based on the children’s
game of joining the dots up to form a
face, started in 1958 with Robert
Gladwell. Jimmy Hanley was the next
host, then Shaw Taylor with his first big
hit on TV. And there was none of todays
high tech computer graphics — a gang of
technicians were behind the scenes join-

ing the dots by hand.

Twenty One (6) hit the headlines in
1958. Bernard Davies, a bit part actor,
won a record £5,580 — enough in those
days to buy him a house and a car.

Two contestants sat in soundproof
boxes and answered tough general knowl-
edge questions asked by Chris Howland.
The first to 21 points won the money.
Twenty One was dropped by Granada
after a contestant claimed he was given
‘definite leads’ to answers.

Spot the Tune (7) was hosted by Jackie
Rae with Marion Ryan. Contestants with
an ear for music could win large cash
prizes and compete for the jackpot prize if
they recognised a few bars of music and
pressed the buzzer. As Name That Tune

the format was seen again in the seventies
and late eighties.

Make Up Your Mind (20) was a primi-
tive fifties version of The Price Is Right.
Davyid Jacobs asked studio challengers to
decide whether a valuable object or a sum
of money was worth more.

Many other game shows failed to reach
the Top 20 in 1958 including Tell the
Truth a celebrity panel game hosted by
McDonald Hobley, I've Got a Secret, in
which celebrities guessed viewers’ secrets,
Turnaround hosted by Roy Ward
Dixon, Criss Cross Quiz with Jeremy
Hawke and Make Me Laugh, a panel
game starring The Crazy Gang.

Took’s

TV Teasers

I How did a contestant beat the panel
in What's My Line ?

2 Which science fiction series that
had half the nation hiding behind

the settee ?

3 Who was Lenny the Lion’s master ?

17
TOP TWENTY
Homes [millions]
1 Dotto ITvV 490
2 Wagon Train ITV 476
3 Sunday Palladium ITV 4.83
4 The Army Game ITV 4,65
5 TV Playhouse ITV 457
6 Twenty One ITV 4.56
7 Spot the Tune ITV 4.56
8 Take Your Pick ITV 453
9 Double Your Money ITV 449
10 Murder Bag ITV 423
11 Playhouse 90 ITV 411
12 Val Parnell’s Star Time I'TV  4.00
13 Jack Hylton Presents  ITV  3.90
14 Professional Boxing 1TV 3.89
15 Saturday Spectacular TTV  3.86
16 Play of the Week ITV 383
17 Emergency Ward Ten ITV 3.82
18 Armchair Theatre ITV 3.75
19 Women In Love ITV 3.74
20 Make Up Your Mind ITV 3.71

* No 3 - Bruce Forsyth took over as host of
the Palladium Show and Eartha Kitt was the

top of the bill.

* No 5 - An IRA drama feamring{t::e young

Patrick McGoohan and Richard
two Irish brothers.

ITiS as

* No 16 - Sir Laurence Olivier made his
debut in a TV Play - Ibsen’s John Gabriel

Borkman.
* No 18 - Presented Thora Hird and

Dennis Price in the Witching Hour where a
crackpot witch arrives to cure an author.

1958
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How the West Won Viewers

Wagon Train was the top western of the
vear. This was the continuing story of a
wagon train heading west bossed by
Major Adams played by Ward Bond, with
Robert Horton as Flint McCullough the
scout. Each week a guest star had a
story built around them and they would
then disappear from the trek. John
Wayne, Ronald Reagan and Rhonda
Fleming were just three of the many
pioneers in the five-year search for a new
life in California.

But nine-year-old Anthony Brown of
Burton Trent wasn’t happy. ‘Ugh!
Kissing. Even Wagon Train has KISS-
ING in it now. It spoils everything.’

Westerns were popular with both
viewers and schedulers — one was
screened every night in February that
year. On Monday: Grey Ghost and
Sheriff of Cochise, Tuesday: Zane
Grey Theatre, Wednesday: Rin Tin
Tin, Thursday: The Cisco Kid, Friday:
Gun Law and at the weekend: Wyatt

This year saw six long-running pro-
grammes start on BBC.

Monitor with Huw Wheldon was the
first in February. During its ten-year run
Wheldon, in a somewhat headmasterly
fashion, steered the Sunday night flagship
arts programme.

Your Life In Their Hands brought the
world of medicine and surgery into grisly
close-up.

Scottish culture was introduced to the
rest of Britain in May with The White
Heather Club. Singers included Robin
Hall, Andy Stewart and Jimmy Macgregor.

The Black and White Minstrel Show
arrived in June. The George Mitchell
Singers were suitably blacked up as nine-
teenth century American minstrels with
The Television Toppers, female dancers
as their partners. It ran for 20 years until
its caricature of blacks became too
embarrassing to sustain any longer.

Saturday afternoons were never the same
after Grandstand started in October.
Peter Dimmock was its first presenter.

David Coleman, Frank Bough and Des

Lynam also anchored the afternoon’s
sporting excitement over the years.

In the same month Blue Peter arrived
hosted by ex-beauty queen Leila Williams
and Christopher Trace.

And ITV offered a couple of less than
memorable crime series.

Dial 999 starred Robert Beatty as a
Canadian policeman Mike Maguire, who
was seconded to Scotland Yard to help
clear London’s streets of crime.

The Invisible Man was loosely based
on the H G Wells’ novel. It was billed as
‘featuring the invisible star’. The
programme’s listing never revealed the
actor that played Pete Brady.

certificate.

TEASER ANSWERS

1 Eamonn Andrews, the host, turned over a card each time the guest answered
one of the panel’s questions with a no. When ten nos were reached they won a

2 Quatermass and the Pit was the third in the series of Quatermass horrors. The Pit was
a large hole being dug for an office block in London where they found... ?
3 Terry Hall had thought of Lenny while watching a lazy lion at Blackpool Zoo.

Earp and Hawkeye and the Last of the
Mohicans. And that was just on ITV.
The BBC had Boots and Saddles and
Wells Fargo.

ITV hit back at critics that said there
were too many American shows. They said
that only 12% of programmes came from
abroad and they spent only 5% of their
programme budget on foreign shows.

FORSYTH
“IS BACK
IN CHARGE

5 VALPARNELL'S
: SUNDAY

NIGHT

AT THE
LONDON
PALLADIUM

The Forsyth Saga

September saw Sunday Night At the
London Palladium come back with a
new compere — Bruce Forsyth. For him,
at the age of 30, after years grafting in
the lower echelons of show business,
this was stardom!

Since 1947 Forsyth had been doing
the rounds of seaside concert parties,
troop entertainment, the Windmill
Theatre and then touring with his wife
in a duet ‘Forsyth and Calvert'.

He recalled his first job: ‘I had my
first booking for £5 per week at Bilston
in Staffordshire, billed as ‘Forsyth M.A.
(Mighty Atom)’, singing and dancing
and playing the fool. Alas the people of
Bilston were not impressed and all I got
was 135 4d.” That was at the age of 14!

Famous for his catchphrase ‘I'm in
charge’, Forsyth stayed with the
Palladium for four years. In one show
he was literally in charge - an industrial
dispute meant that he was the sole
performer! Didn’t he do well?
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AP news

¢ Actor Gareth Jones collapsed and died

while starring in Underground in

November. The live play, about a

group of passengers trapped in the

London Underground after an explo-

sion, continued with actors ad-libbing

around his part.

Research revealed that £300,000 had

been spent on laxative products,

advertised on TV, but only £180,000
outlaid on bread and bakery
commercials.

Paul Robeson came to Britain. The

singer and civil rights activist had

been restricted to working in the USA
as his passport had been withdrawn.

A US Supreme Court ruling returned

his passport and he then began a

world tour.

Granada TV covered the Rochdale

by-election and broke the ban on TV

programmes commenting on politics
at the time of elections.

® The American Ampex company
brought video recording to Britain.
The BBC used it first in a trailer for
Tale of Two Cities in October.

* Actor Alistair Sim sued H J Heinz to
stop them running a commercial with
‘his’ voice. It was really the voice of
actor Ron Moody, impersonating Sim.
Mr Justice McNair refused to grant an
injunction and the ad continued.
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* Commercial TV came to the south
with Southern TV and Television
West and Wales began broadcasting
from Cardiff and Bristol. (see picture)

* An unusual commercial break ended
the year. On New Year’s Eve, Sir
Isidore Gluckstein, chairman of food
manufacturers ] Lyons, booked a two
minute break to talk to employees and
customers nationwide.

* The Queen’s State Opening of
Parliament was broadcast for the first
time in a joint BBC/ITV production.
Richard Dimbleby and Robin Day
were the commentators on their
respective channels as TV cameras
saw inside the Palace of Westminster
for the first time.
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A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

Starr and Company

Starr and Company was the BBC’s
attempt to get back some of the viewers
being lost to I'TV’s soap, Emergency
Ward Ten.

Set in the town of Sullbridge on the
south coast, the soap followed the
comings and goings of a company that
made buoys. It went out live on Mondays
and Thursdays at 7.30pm against I'TV
quiz shows. But it was only moderately
successful and sunk after 77 episodes.

It was four years before the BBC tried
another soap - the dramas of a women’s
magazine called Compact.

* [TV’s The Jubilee Show which
attempted to copy the BBC’s The Good
Old Days hit, came to the screens every
Monday for half an hour. The Good Old
Days, outlasted it and ran for 30 years in
total with Leonard Sachs as its memo-
rable chairman.

¢ Val Parnell’s Star Time was another
show case series from the theatrical
impresario and managing director of
Associated Television. Gracie Fields,
Arthur Haynes, Jewell and Warriss,
Eartha Kitt, Lionel Blair and Rosemary
Squires were among the stars to feature
in the Thursday night variety slot.

¢ Bernard Delfont Presents was more
variety from another of T'V’s Mr Bigs.
When Val Parnell’s Palladium Show was
off the air in the summer, he presented a
show from the Prince of Wales Theatre.
In August there was The Charlie Drake
Show with The King Brothers, Maxine
Daniels and Ron Parry for viewers’ delight.

The Six Five Special ended, being replaced
by Dig This! on Saturday night.

A woman’s work was never done, even
on TV. This bargain vacuum cleaner
(far left) ‘as advertised on TV’ with a
free hair dryer or spray gun, cost £6
16s 6d (£6.82).

Also advertised on ITV (left) was
this bargain beaker from Bourn-vita.

1958
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TOP TWENTY

Homes [millions]

Wagon Train

Take Your Pick
Sunday Palladium
The Army Game
Double Your Money

Concentration

Emergency Ward Ten

Dotto

Arthur Haynes Show
Armchair Theatre
Play of the Week
Knight Errant 1959
Probation Officer
No Hiding Place
Saturday Spectacular
TV Playhouse
Hippodrome

Spot the Tune

The Larkins
Blackpool Circus

23233333233333333333

* No 12 — This was a 20th-century Sir
Lancelot starring hunky John Turner as the
gallant righter of wrongs.

6.13
5.98
5.95
5.72
5.60
5.59
5.51
5.50
5.39
5.38
5.30
5.25
5.19
5.16
5.07
5.03
4.94
4.92
4.87
4.86

* No 3 - Harry Secombe was the star of this
edition.

® No 6 — David Gell was the host, it was
described as not a quiz, nor a panel game
but an intriguing test of memory and

observation.

® No 15 ~ The variety show starred comedy
duo Jimmy Jewel and Ben Warriss with
guest star Yana.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Lockhart
Changes Again
No Hiding Place (14) was first screened
on Wednesday 12th September. The previ-
ous week its star copper, Chief Detective
Superintendent Lockhart, played by
Raymond Francis, had been looking for
an escaped criminal in Crime Sheet.

It was the third name change for
Lockhart who started life two years
earlier in Murder Bag, which changed
because it limited its stories to murders.
Harry Baxter was Lockhart’s right-hand
man, with Eric Lander doing the leg
work for over 140 episodes. Then Sgt.
Russell (Johnny Briggs) took over for
another 70. Francis carried and used a
silver snuff box, given to him by actor
Kenneth More, which turned into his
trademark. Lockhart and No Hiding
Place became a TV institution and the
stirring title music became a hit record. It
lasted until 1967 with over 230, usually
solved, crime stories with very little
violence and few car chases.

Probation Officer (13) was an early
drama-documentary following the case
load of an inner London office. Praised
for its research, the series was shown to a
select committee in the House of
Commons, during the passage of the
Criminal Justice Bill - as an accurate
account of the work of the Service.
Launched in September 1959 with 13
one-hour episodes, it stayed until 1962. Tt
starred John Paul, an ex-Ward Ten
doctor, Honor Blackman, although she
only lasted one series, and David Davies a
Welsh ex-policeman, as the chief proba-
ton officer.

Blackpool Tower Circus (20) was just
one of four circuses to make the charts
that year. It starred clown Charlie
Carrolli with ‘all the laughter and thrills
of the circus ring.” The Circus Comes
to Town from Belle Vue Manchester in
September was followed the next week
by the Moscow State Circus. And
Hippodrome, a studio-based variety
show had a circus theme.

The Original Larkins

The Larkins, with David Kossoff as Alf
and the lady with the loudest voice on
TV, Peggy Mount as Ada, was a massive
cockney comedy hit in the fifties and
early sixties. It had very humble origins -
the writer, Fred Robinson, an ex-chippie
from Hackney, developed the characters

for his local amateur dramatic society.
ATV producer Bill Ward, thought it the

funniest script he’d ever seen, but it over-
ran its 30 minute slot by 15 minutes. And
that was the way it went out - uncug, a
unique privilege for a new sitcon.

It was first tried out in six off-peak
slots on Saturday nights in Autumn 1958.
The TV critic of the Daily Mail said it
was the best comedy series created by
British television. Six series were made
altogether, the last in 1964 when Alf and
Ada had taken over a transport cafe.
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® Britain’s Pearl Carr and Teddy
Johnson came second in the
Eurovision Song Contest with ‘Sing
Little Birdie’. During the next 34
years Britain finished second 14 times.

* More than half of British homes had a
television set. Sets then cost about £80
— the equivalent of around £700 today.
Renting was a cheaper option at 8s 4d
(42 pence) a week. A licence cost £4.

* Play of the Weeks twice hit the
headlines. The Bridge at St Luis Rey
had nearly reached its exciting climax
when ITV took a commercial break.
Parliament and the Press complained
ITV was being ‘too commercial’ and
had spoiled the play. Following the
row the rules on what was a ‘natural

break’ were tightened up. The Skin of

Our Teeth - a much publicised drama

starring Vivien Leigh in her TV debut

— was only watched by a tenth of the

homes expected to tune-in — some

advertisers received their money back.

Sutherland’s Paste withdrew its TV

commercial from Granada TV, in

protest that the national anthem
wasn’t played after close-down.

* President Dwight D Eisenhower and
Prime Minister Harold Macmillan
broke into the TV schedules for an
‘informal talk’ live from Number Ten.

¢ Television covered the general elec-
tion for the first time. Both channels
held studio discussions, analysis and
nationwide outside broadcast link-ups.
Late night anchormen were Richard
Dimbleby at the BBC and Ian
Trethowan and Brian Connell at ITV.

Singer Marty Wilde married Joyce
Baker, one of the Vernon Girls, the
backing group from his pop show Boy
Meets Girl where they first met. The
rest of the Vernon Girls sang in the
choir at the wedding and singer Mike
Preston was the best man.

BOY (Morty Wilde)
MEETS GIRLS
Saturday, 630

* Musical comedy show Keep In Step
starred Phil Silvers, in his Sergeant Bilko
guise with his two henchmen, corporals
Barbella and Henshaw. Although it was
made in the USA, it co-starred British
actress Diana Dors.

* Skyport, starred George Moon, Lisa
Gastoni and Gerald Ilarper, and was
centred on an airport. Moon, who had
just finished the series Shadow Squad,
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ALSO STAR

Diana Dors and Sidney Chaplin
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Sidney Chaplin

played travel courier Ginger Smart who
was involved each week with airport secu-
rity and international crime. Italian
actress Lisa Gastoni was also to he seen as a
glamorous assistant in the Four Just Men.
* Home Front looked back to 1939 and
the twentieth anniversary of the outbreak
of the Second World War. Tommy
Trinder introduced memories of ‘fire
hoses, gas masks, stretcher, sandbags,
sirens and unquenchable spirit’ and clips
from wartime propaganda films.

o -

larvey Lembeck, Phil Silvers, Allen Melvin

* Jack Hylton’s Monday Show was
another star showcase. Hylton was a show
business impresario, like Bernard Delfont
and Val Parnell, who turned his success in
theatre into producing successful TV
shows. His springtime hits in the Monday
slot were Alfred Marks Time and the
Anne Shelton Show.

¢ Ticket For Tomorrow was Richard
Briers’ first leading part in a 'T'V play, set
in Fdwardian Manchester, it portrayed
the problems of a youthful marriage.

.
Ruadio favourite Semprini came tv TV. The
pianist played what be called the “old vnes, |
loved ones, neglected ones’ — all the classics.

L J

Took’s
TV TeAseRs

1 Who had a hit with the song from
Champion the Wonder Horse ?

2 Who were the first presenters of
Blue Peter ?

3 Name the pirate captain in The
Buccaneers ?
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The Arthur
Haynes Show

After years in show business, Arthur
Haynes achieved TV fame in 1956 with
his infamous silent character Oscar
Pennyfeather, a thick-skinned social
menace and know-all. Nicholas Parsons
watched a monitor and voiced-over
Oscar’s thoughts — live! Arthur’s consid-
erable talents were reinforced by an
equally talented support group. With
actors like Dermot Kelly, Freddie
Frinton, Patricia Hayes, Rita Webb, Jack
Douglas and with scripts by Johnnie
Speight, he couldn’t go wrong.

In 1964 Arthur’s shady ex-serviceman
character hit the headlines when some
real old soldiers complained about him
wearing the wrong medals, from the
First World War, not the Second World
War. ATV said sorry and the decora-
tions were changed! In 1966 Arthur
signed up for another three series but,
sadly, only one was made. He died in
December of that year and TV lost one
of its major talents.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Ward Comebacks

Long serving staff members Jill Browne
and Frederick Bartman returned to
Emergency Ward Ten at Oxbridge
Hospital after a sabbatical. Browne,
Nurse Carol Young, and Barunan, the
voung dashing Dr Simon Forrester, did
not admit it but they were probably fed
up with life on the Ward and needed a
break. Browne was run down and took a
long holiday. After a Mediterranean
cruise she took parts in William Tell,
Dial 999 and Murder Bag. Bartman
‘just wanted to stretch his legs’ — ‘I
always intended to come back,” he said.

The soap became a movie that year —
excitingly called Emergency Ward Ten.
Its special premiere was given to the
Royal College of Surgeons and went on
general release in 1960.

A YEAR IN THE SOAPS FIRST NIGHTS

Face To Face, a simple interview
programine, set a standard in television
that producers have failed to emulate
since. John Freeman, the New Statesman
editor, talked to guests live in an unobtru-
sive way although he was rarely on
camera. Viewers just watched a close up
of the guest as they opened up in a way
not seen on TV before.

Interpol Calling and more worldwide
crime-busting. Charles Korvin starred as
Inspector Paul Duval at the Paris head-
quarters of the International Police
Organisation.

The Four Just Men, based on an Edgar
Wallace novel, were four freelance crime
fighters played by Jack Hawkins, Dan
Dailey, Richard Conte and Vittorio De
Sica. Based in London, New York, Paris

Teaser ANSWERS
1 Frankie Lane. He later had a hit later with another cowboy TV series Rawhide.
2 Christopher Trace and Leila Williams, a former Miss Great Britain.
3 Captain Dan Tempest of the galleon Sultana, played by Robert Shaw.

and Rome, each actor starred in his own
episode with a sexy lady assistant, apart
from Jack Hawkins, who had a gentle-
man’s gentleman played by a crusty,
bearded Scot.

Juke Box Jury was a pop show for
the growing teenage audience. David
Jacobs was chairman of the Jury, usually
made up of a pop star, another disc
jockey, a producer and someone else.
Susan Stranks, introduced as a ‘typical
teenager’ later found fame on children’s
TV with Magpie.

Lassie, the TV’s star collie, was reported
to be earning $100,000 dollars — then
about £30,000 — a year for TV and filin
work. She lived on a 160 acre estate near
Hollywood with her own air conditioned
kennel and the best food that money
could bay. Her trainer claimed she wasn’t
pampered! The Lassie TV viewers were
watching in 1959 was the second one.
The original — her mother — had retred
after 11 years.



By Royal Command

The Royal Command Variety Per-
formance (1) was an annual charity show
in the music hall days when Vesta Tilley
and Sir Harry Lauder trod the boards and
performed for King George V. Fifty eight
acts obeyed the royal command in 1960,
from Max Bygraves to Yana. Sammy
Davis Jnr made his British TV debut in
the show at the Victoria Palace.

Television’s influence grew over the
years with scenes from TV shows being
played on stage. In 1963 Steptoe and
Son with Harry H Corbett and Wilfred
Brambell did an item (in which they
coined the term ‘Buck House’ as a new
name for the Palace) where they were
doing some door-knocking, looking for
scrap and castoffs.

The programme was notorious for
over-running with every star stretching

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

their spot as far as possible. The first
shows were over three hours long — that’s
been reduced but it still must be quite an
endurance test for the Royal Box party.
And it is probably why the Queen shared
out the tickets and sent the Queen
Mother every other year.

Wagon Train (5) lost its trainmaster,
Ward Bond, who died suddenly of a
heart attack in Dallas, Texas. Actor John
Mclntire stepped into the role to keep the
Train rolling for another two years.

The Army Game (6) saw some changes
in Hut 29. Sgt Snudge and Private Bisley
had left and back came the dreaded CSM
Bullimore played by William Hartnell
with Geoffrey Sumner as Major Upshot-
Bagley — two of the show’s original cast. A
new recruit was Private Chubby
Catchpole played by Dick Emery.

Don Arroll Takes

Over From Bruce
Sunday Night At the London Palladium

came back for its autumn season in
September with Bruce Forsyth as
compere, but within two weeks there was
a new name on the bill. A virtually
unknown comic called Don Arroll
replaced Forsyth as the new host.

In reality Arroll had been around for
years. At 31 he had spent his adule life in
the business whether it was doing imper-
sonations of Stan Laurel, or a circus
clown in America or a stand-up comic
with a roomful of bizarre props. He spent
many frustrating years working in music
halls all over the country before his big

Took's
TV TeAseRrs

1 Who were the two pilots in
Whirlybirds ?

2 What was the full ttle of Panorama ?

3 What were the booby prizes on
Crackerjack ?

break at the Palladium. However, his
stardom only lasted a year as Forsyth
returned in September 1961 and Arroll
gradually disappeared from TV,

During the lunch-hour BBC viewers
across the UK were treated to their
programmes in Welsh. It was not
only part of the BBC’s obligation to
a minority language but also an alter-
native to closing down in between
morning and afternoon schools
programmes. I'TV, by the way, didn’t
open up at all until 1.00 pm.
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* No 2 — The Cupboard concerned the
disappearance of a wife and landlady.

TOP TWENTY

Homes [millions]

Royal Variety ITvV
Armchair Theatre ITvV
Take Your Pick ITV
No Hiding Place ITV
Wagon Train ITvV
Army Game ITvV
Bootsie and Snudge  ITV
Sunday Palladium ITvV
The Larkins ITV
Arthur Haynes Show ITV
Bernard Delfont’s Show ITV
Knight Errant Ltd ITvV
Double Your Money ITV
TV Playhouse i,
Emergency Ward Ten 1TV
Hippodrome ITv
Dickie Henderson ITV
Concentration ITV
Candid Camera ITV

Moscow State Circus TV

8.06
7.70
7.46
7.18
7.18
7.15
7.12
7.04
6.99
6.89
6.81
6.58
6.51
6.40
6.37
6.37
6.18
6.17
6.17
6.08

Donald Pleasance played the husband under
suspicion.

* No 14 — Jill Bennett played a suffragette
in the Edwardian costume drama with Barry
Foster and Patrick Barr.

* No 16 - Hippodrome starred singer

Michael Holliday and international stars of

circus and vaudeville. Hosted by Paul

Carpenter.
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FIRST NIGHTS

Al]l Our Yesterdays with James Cameron
~ aided by newsreel clips - looked back 25
years to events of 1935 when Stanley
Baldwin was Prime Minister, Italy
invaded Abyssinia and Ted Drake scored
seven goals for Arsenal. Brian Inglis took
over after a year and carried the
programme for 600 editions until 1973.

It was a good year for cowboys and
Indians with: Cimarron City starring
George Montgomery cleaning up a fron-
tier town... Bronco with Ty Hardin as an
ex-Confederate officer cleaning up
another bit of the West. Bronco shared
its title with a brand of toilet roll and was
the source of many schoolboy jokes...
Rawhide made a star of Clint Eastwood
and followed the adventures of cowboys
driving cattle to Kansas... Bonanza was
the family saga of the Cartwright family;
Ben, Adam, Hoss and Little Joe living on
the Ponderosa Ranch near Virginia City...
Riverboat was a western with a differ-
ence, here the cowboys floated down the
Mississippi with Burt Reynolds at the
wheel... In Whiplash the ‘cowboys’ found
themselves in the Australian outback with
Peter Graves running a stagecoach line -
there was not an Indian in sight!

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

DECEMBER 5

MAIGRET

Neo sne lknows what Williom 8rawa
does whea sach menth he geer I¢
Connes und disappears for several
days. Ons day. hewever, he returns
with & knife in his back . ..

Left: Poul Eddingten a1 Hasry Brewn,
and Rupert Davies as the inspecter

AT 845

Maigret, with Rupert
Davies, lit his pipe for
the first time.

Candid Camera arrived
hosted by Bob Monk-
house who also smoked
a pipe in the first show.

Police Surgeon starred
lan Hendry in the series
that was to evolve in-
to The Avengers the
following vear.

77 Sunset Strip, with Efrem Zimbalist
Inr and Ed Byrnes as Kookie the hair-
combing teenage heart-throb, was a
private eye series set in Hollywood.

* ITV passed £1 million a week in
advertising revenue and there
were complaints from Labour MPs
that there were far too many
commercial breaks.

* Soap powder and household cleansers
were the most advertised products in
ITV’s first five years. But washing
powders that claimed to wash whiter
than white were banned by the ITA.
Lines like ‘Daz washes whitest of all’
and ‘Persil washes whitest’ were cut.

* A Daily Express survey revealed that
only 23% of women kept watching
when the commercials came on, 30%
claimed they were knitting or sewing,
19% did household chores and 13%
were cooking.

¢ The music from the ‘You’re never
alone with a Strand’ cigarette ad —
‘The Lonely Man Theme’ - became a
hit record, but the commercial was a
total flop. People associated the ad and
the cigarette with loneliness.

the side.

were knocked out.

Teaser ANSWERS
1 P T Moore and Chuck Martin - Craig Hill and Kenneth Tobey — were ex-American
Air Force charter pilots operating a Bell helicopter and doing some crime-fighting on

2 Panorama - The Window On the World presented by Richard Dimbeby.
3 Eamonn Andrews asked general knowledge questions in the *‘Double Or Drop’ quiz
item. If the contestants got it wrong they ‘won’ a cabbage — three cabbages and they

| NEARMISSES

* Deadline Midnight was the exciting
life of Fleet Street dramatised with the
help of the editor of the Daily Express.
Peter Vaughan and Jeremy Young
starred as the hard-bitten hacks. One
viewer wrote to the TV Times praising
the series. ‘T once worked in a hotel that
was suddenly bombarded with reporters
following up a local crime and the
action in Deadline Midnight was just
like the real event. It made me realise
how true to life in every detail ITV is’.
* Spycatcher was an army intelligence
interrogator Colonel Oreste Pinto
played by Bernard Archer. Another
series of spy-catching and counter-
intelligence, but this time done in
uniform without the aid of an American
side-kick.
* The Land of Song was the Welsh
language Sunday evening religious
programme produced by TWW which |
starred Ivor Emmanuel. Even though it j
|

was all in Welsh it proved popular
throughout the UK.

* The Strange World of Gurney |
Slade starred Anthony Newley in a |
bizarre series. It was very abstract and "
had Newley dancing with a vacuum |
cleaner, talking to dogs, but mostly to |
himself as he wandered around London |
in a kind of Newley in Wonderland. It ;
made the charts at first, but it proved |
too much for sixties’ viewers and ratings |
plummeted. It was shunted off to a |
late night slot and replaced by 77 |

Sunset Strip. 1
|

30th July 1960 and topping the bill on
‘Saturday Spectacular’ was Cliff Richard.
Even then a big star, Cliff allowed
himself just £10 a week spending money
and admitted he often had £8 left by
Friday. He added, “My fans have made it
clear they don’t want me to marry. So
I've firmly decided not to marry before
I'm 25.”

The Tonight programme’s line-up read
like a Who'’s Who of television in
December 1960, when the programme
was in its heyday. Even the assistant
editor, Alisdair Milne, was to become a
BBC Director General.




Danger Man Jets In

Danger Man Patrick McGoohan was
Bond before Bond - it wasn’t until 1962
that Dr No came to the cinema screen.
McGoohan turned down the role of Bond
— the rest and Sean Connery is history.
The adventure series was panned by the
critics. Television Today said: ‘Patrick
McGoohan came over as a handsome
exciting lead, but the characters were
cardboard, the direction jerky and bitty,

Wedding on
the Ward

In Emergency Ward Ten Dr John
Rennie was having problems getting
close to Nurse White. This was particu-
larly apt for actors Richard Thorp and
Maureen Moore, who were engaged at
the time. The producer said there would
be no flirting in the programme, but the
script said that Maureen should flirt with
nearly everyone except Richard. Script or
not the couple did marry in real life.

Richard Thorp was something of a
heart-throb on Ward Ten, a slim good
looking doctor raising the pulses of lady
patients, nurses and women viewers. e
turned up in 1982 in Emmerdale Farm
as Alan Turner, the estate manager that
everyone disliked.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

the script banal; why pick a bad one to
start the series with?’

But 71 adventures were made and
shown over the next eight years, repeated
here and around the world. Foreign loca-
tions — Paris and New York among others
— gave the series a glamorous jet-set feel.

By 1962 it could be watched from
Finland to New Zealand, via Algeria, Iran
and Thailand and many other stops along
the way. It topped the ratings when first
shown in the States.

ews

* Television licences passed the ten
million mark for the first time. Since
ITV began in 1955 the number had
doubled.

The Grand National was televised for

the first time and the Rome Olympics

were the first Games to be seen live
via the Eurovision link.

More than 300 million people world-

wide watched Princess Margaret

marry Anthony Armstrong-Jones.

* The BBC opened its new TV Centre
at White City. The BBC then
employed 17,000 people.

* Nan Winton was the first woman to
read BBC’s national news.

* The Queen’s Christmas Day
broadcast was pre-recorded for the
first time.

Haven’t Prices
Changed!

Shirley Bassey, a big star in 1960, spent
all of £200 on glittering frocks in which
to top the bill at the Palladium. She could
also afford a £12,000 house, a £2,000
black diamond mink coat, an £800 black
velvet mink jacket, a £500 champagne
mink stole, a string of pearls, her portrait
in oils....

Tony Hancock says . . . .

“HAS YOUR TUBE
. GONE AGAIN?”

Hancock again. This
time with the dreaded
words for any 1960’s
viewer, ‘The tube’s
gone!” The tube was,

Telesurance

14 WINDMILL STREET, LONDON, W.1.
Please send me without obligation full
details of the TELESURANCE Tube only scheme

Name
Address

“Mine has. Half-way through Raw-
hude. This bloke pulled out his gun
just as the arrow hit him. His legs
went one way, his head went the
other, he let out a gasp of agony and
disappeared out of the bottom of the
screen. 1 thought, ‘allo, either the
adverts are coming on, or my tube’s
gone. Fortunately 1 was lucky.
My tube had gone. Well, I've
insured it. It can go every night
as far as I'm concerned, it doesn’t
cost me a bean. It's the best
day’s work 1 ever did. Ah! This
is the life. Laying on the floor
in front of the telly, a packet of
crispsin one hand, a bottle of Spanish
Burgundy in the other, and a new
tube coming round just in time for
Emergency—Ward 10. What more
can a chap want ?”

and is, the heart of a
television — the glass
contraption with the
screen at the front and
electronics at the back.
Expensive to replace
and often short-lived,
the ‘tube’ was guaran-
teed to ‘go’ at weekends
and Christmas.
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TOP TWENTY

Homes [millions]
Royal Variety Show
No Hiding Place

Sunday Night At the
Palladyum o

Coronation Street
The Army Game
Probation Officer
Russ Conway Show

The Dickie
Henderson Show

Take Your Pick
Double Your Money
Armchair Theatre
Emergency Ward Ten
Echo Four-Two
British Song Contest
Arthur Haynes Show

233333333 33333 33

Harpers West One
Circus Comes To Town I'TV
Knight Errant Limited ITV
Somerset Maugham [TV
Bootsie and Snudge  TTV

* No | - Star billing went to George
Burns, Sammy Davis Jnr and Maurice
Chevalier.

8.48
7.73

7.68
7.49
7.34
7.18
6.93

6.93
6.90
6.90
6.85
6.79
6.77
6.69
6.61
6.57
6.56
6.55
6.54
6.51

* No 14 - The contest was broadcast over
five successive nights and viewers voted on
20 songs.

® No 17 - The town was Manchester and it
was the Belle Vue Circus.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Top Spot For Russ

The Russ Conway Show (7) was his
first series for ITV and it went straight to
number one in January. Russ had made
his name on The Billy Cotton Band Show
and was one of Britain’s biggest pop stars
with his simple piano style and tunes like
‘Side Saddle’, ‘Roulette’ and ‘China Tea’.

Echo Four-Two (13) was another spin
off hit. This was son of No Hiding
Place. Detective Sergeant Harry Baxter,
Eric Lander, Chief Superintendent
Lockhart’s right-hand man, had won
promotion to D.I. and his own series.

Harpers West One (16) was ‘shopping
with the lid off’, according to the blurb:

‘all the life and loves of a big London
department store. The characters are real,
the carpets are plush, the atmosphere is
authentic. Yes, madam, you’ll enjoy
buying at Harpers ~ that’s our slogan.’

Bootsie and Snudge (20) was the result
of Granada TV getting two hits for the
price of one. Two of the best characters
in The Army Game, Excused Boots
Bisley and Sgt Major Snudge, were
demobbed from the series and in civvy
street found jobs in a gentlemen’s club.
Bootsie as the below stairs general facto-
tum and Snudge as the snobbish major-
domo with Richard Dornin and Clive
Dunn as an ancient waiter.

* Jimmy Edwards starred in a showcase
series called Seven Faces of Jim. It was
written by Frank Muir and Dennis
Norden and gave him the chance to
extend his range of comic characters.

* Our House was a series of comedy
plays based around a large house divided
into bed sitters. ‘Carry On..." stars like
Hattie Jacques, Charles Hawtrey, Joan
Sims and Bernard Bresslaw

Derek Guyler. Guest stars were imported
as the team went around London ‘repair-
ing’ the televisions of the famous.

* Twenty Questions was the radio
show pinched by TV. The chairman was
long-time BBC announcer Stewart
McPherson and regular panelists guessing
the words were: Isobel Barnett, Frankie
Howerd and Muriel Young.

were cast regulars.

* Ghost Squad was more
under-cover agents at work
with an international brief.
Donald Wolfit starred
as the boss and Michael
Quinn, an American actor
brought in to boost pro-
gramime sales in the States,
as Nick Craig.

* Boyd QC, played by
Michael Denison as
Richard Boyd a leading
barrister, was a series illus-
trating the many facets of
British justice. A real
Queen’s Counsel said that
any young man wanting a
career at the Bar could not
do better than to model
himself on Boyd QC.

* Three Live Wires
made a sitcom out of TV
repairmen. Stars included

Michael Medwin and

B
C

and SOUND 5o

The Sevemn ¥F'aces of
THURBSDAY TELEVISION
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A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

|
THE ROVER'S RETURN @

Ty |

A=

THE ROVER’S RETURN

Jack Walker, $9. pub-
can at “"Rover’s
Regurn
ecols and bowls
Yoyed by Arthur
Leshie, 59, whowasborn
show bunness

rents were on tour
Arthar hos spent most
+ professional ife

n Lancashire reper-
ory theatres and on
tour. Hobbies. wnting

, ~
a

plays and painting /\
Annie Walker, S2. Jack's wife, ikes good clothes.
! Played by Dores Speed. A%, whose parents were In

<ol comedy touring shows  Dorss first went an
the stage when she wat tive. Hobbies: tennis. amd
reading “anything conrected with the stage

ida Barlow, Frank's wife, 45,

" a hotel latchen worker.
played by Hanchester-born

FL*5 Noel Dysor 43. Noel has
=« P appeared regularly on TV

and in the theatre. She 1
=7 marred and has one step-

~ 48, GPO sorter

oad ourself cnthusiast,
jayed by Frant Pemberton, 4
- Pemberton gave up an engineer-

nq carcer for show business
After World War Two service

with the Royai Navy. he formed 2
' ompany and has since made  -iaughter.  Her hobbixs nclude “my
maor 100 TV appecronce: Married amily. interiar Jecoraning, _snvdemng.

with one child. and three pocaies.

Dewid, 17. younger san of frank Kenneth, 2 elder son of
w4 i cnd \do, s an apprentice. Played Frank ond ida, is studying
\ by Alan Rothwell, 23, who has history ot umiversity, and
)= «§ appeared in Probouon Officer and - awms at puting the world to

- nghts  Ployec by Willlom
3 Roache, 27 who, after five
- years in the Army, decided
o “give acting o tral.” Hobbies include
fencing oodwork, iquash, chess.  He

15 engaged to actress Anr, Cropper

= has only recently recurned from

filming 1n Swadcn. Started in the

theatre when he was 12. Alan i3

engoged to unger Morjorie Ward, and

his nobbses include reading, jazz. and
playing the guitar

The Street Arrives

TV history was made with the entry of
Coronation Street at number four.
What had begun as a 13-weck try-out in
December 1960 turned into a television
phenomenon. It first appeared in the
charts in March, by October it was
number one. Over the next 30 years it has

I E LITIEYIR
p PRS- Y HEPE

Albert Vatlock, 70,
retired schaolmaster,
widower, coln-collector.

Played by Jock Howarth,
§3, who began his stage
career in 1908. Hobby:
"'Going to the circus.”

9

Esther Hayes, 37,1 ing
clerk, local confiw: ~ta &
Played by Daphne
Oxenford, 38, <he
appearedinplayio the
tondon stage while st
at school. Hobby:
“*Doing crossword
puxzles.”

Elsie Tonner, 44. store worker,
separated from husband. has
-y daughter {married to a_Pole
= and harum-scarum son. Played

~ by Patricka Phoenix. 35. who
¥ went to school with eares
Betty Alberge, Coronatio

street’s Florrie Lindley. Patricia hists her

hobbies a1 decorating, swimming and

horse niding.

Ivan Cheveskr, 30, Linda™s

Polish husband, played by Ernst

Waider, 30. Austrian  After

o World War Two, Ernst helped

o  [© muggle refugees inco the

~=.  Britth zon: of Germany. Ar-

W= rested by Russians. Escaped by

swimming & nver, Joined

theatre group in 1548; arrived 10 Britain

P Hobby  portrait patnting.

Lourn,

Harry Hewitt. 3
widower, bus com
ductar, one dough
ter, 10, Likes dart
whippets. Plo
by Iven Beavis. %
whose main hobd
is reading noved
After World Wd
Two, Ivan beco™
an avdit cierk, i
his father, oo
loter an accourt

Lucille Hewitt, 10,

spend  Christmos

with father. Played

Jennifer Moss,

15, stil at u‘boo:‘(;
Wigan, but

TV.

appea on
Wonts to take up
acting o3 o coreer.
Jennifer's hobbies

antand @ m;\cp‘: - include dﬂndngd.

secretary. o swimming an

a full-time octof drumu!?u.
year ago-

@ c by
Oennis Tanner, 25. Efsle s 50 recus dreo
ﬁ 2t long out of jait. not Yeen  down oa
sn work.  Played bv Phiip  Heo
> &F Lowrie show busines M
~  theatrical tra ot 17 wriany

g "ght in Mo
er Library Theatre

then, ‘n 1958. began 1o appear
n repertory. i Fims and on telev
Hobbies the theatre, reading, cooking TV 40 tmes
Y Hobby

her

by town
Cunmngbom 23
3 L]

as a tegcher  Ani deaded L]
stage course, and went into repertory
Hobhy: “exotic cooking

age manager
CORNER SHOP cwdy Choe
hobb

Horrie Lindley, 39.
has just taken over
the corner shop.
Ployed by Beuy
Alberge. 37, who
starced octing at

hool. She traned
n repertory in Man-
chester, ond took
pact in many radio
shows beforc she TR -
began to appear on
telewision. Hobbies
dressmaking and

decorating.

MISSION HALL

carctaker s to
reveal age. hkes stout and
gowip  Ployed by Viotet
Canson, 55, ex-muntion
who In carliest show busi
ness days played in orches-
tro pit for vilent fims Since then. Violec
has oppeared n hundreds cf radio shows
and teievision ploys. Hobby gardeming

never been out of the charts. TV Times
devoted a two-page spread to introduce
us to The Street. The highlights of that
first vear were: Ken Barlow had an affair
with a librarian, his mother died under
the wheels of a bus, I<lsie Tanner became
a grandma and Leonard Swindley caught
Iina Sharples drinking milk stout. Only
two characters have survived since 1961:

READ EVERY WORD OF THIS. ADVERTISEMENT!

“Doubics the pleasure,” wiites (s Hunilied customnel e

Thousands of families alreaury love the COLOUR FILTER SCREEN.
}_ Yar will, too.
a perfect blendt of wlours, especial
d CESTERNS And w the estumonsas pows 18 U YOU save,
I he Colour Filter Screen n action, you've never icen TV a L
Just M the weeen 10 your ser (a lew munuicr® work), vt
You'tl be amaied] Mo glarel Man LIFE' Your My
will be thrilied  Your frsends wil,savy you For oaly
TV SCREEN
r

19.6 (40 imany-back yuarancee) £ can have yeais and
vears of Mem encriement wnd engy calourful Televinon
how aties bows Only the Colou Tilies Sucecn brings
(i new pleasure into your home Pl n tur coupon MOMEY BACK
TODAY and send with 106 PO .

]
[l CLIP YHIS COUPON WOW! L 1
§ Fisass send me, pou bree ke sansational

i . : e e H
: ADDRESS 1
P T el :
t R R R I YO:— ADMIRABLE ELECTRICS LTD. H
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In 1961 Eric Morecambe moved from
London to a grand new £8,000 house
25 miles into the country. He was asked
about the problems of getting to the
studios and back. ‘1 don’t mind the
commuting,” he said ‘it’s the travelling
that gets me down.”’

J

(e

The forerunner to colour TV - and all
for 19s 6d, less than a pound in today’s
currency! Of course, the screen couldn’t
really create anvthing like real colour
television, but disappointed customers
could always get their money back.

Ken Barlow playved by William Roache
and Emily Bishop, nec Nugent, playved by
Eileen Derbyvshire.

* Home Tonight was a soap that didn’t
last. The story of the sca-side Sutton
family, with ‘new faces’ David Hemmings
and Patricia Brake, only lasted cight
weeks (40 episodes) in the Autumn of '61.

Took's
TV TeAseRs

1 Who was I'TV’s Wrestling
commentator ?

2 Name the two stars of Route 66.

w

Dorothy Provine starred in which
American drama series ?

1961
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FIRST NIGHTS

The Avengers arrived with Ian Hendry
as the star and Patrick Macnee as Steed
only getting second billing. Hendry left
after a year and Honor Blackman joined
the cast as Catherine Gale PhD. Dressed
in leather, she raised male temperatures
and the radngs.

In 1965 Diana Rigg became Steed’s
next assistant Emma Peel. Linda Thorson
was his last assistant when the series
ended in 1969.

As well as Coronation Street, three
other programmes from 1961 were still
going strong over 30 years later:

Points of View
began with Robert
Robinson airing the
viewers’ moans and
praise for BBC pro-
grammes. Letters
always seemed to
begin ‘Why oh why
oh why...” Tt was
later presented by
Barry Took and
Anne Robinson.

Songs of Praise is television’s longest
running religious programme. Church
pews were uncharacteristically packed
and lots of new hats appeared in shot.

Survival, Anglia TV’s natural history
programme began with a short series on
the wildlife of London. It is now watched
in more countries than any other British

Iv programime.

Ben Casey, an American hospital drama
series, ran on I'TV. It starred Vince
Edwards as the surgeon with the hairiest
arms in TV. Dr Kildare was his compet-
tor on the BBC. Another US series, it
starred heart-throb Richard Chamberlain
as the young idealistic doc. Both series
ran for five years.

The Morecambe and Wise Show was
the start of Eric and Ernie”s phenomenal
comedy success. This was their first star
series since a failed showcase called
Running Wild in 1954.

Supercar, the Andersons’ first adventure
puppet series, was launched.

The Dickie Henderson Show

This was the British version of a lot of
American situation comedies. Take a
showbiz star who more or less plays
himself, build a family around him and
write scripts that introduce a star guest
each week. It was a winning formula for
Lucille Ball, Dick Van Dyke, Jack Benny
and George Burns and Gracie Allen. It
certainly worked for Dickie Henderson,
from 1959 to 1964 his show was a regular
in the charts.

June Laverick played his wife, John
Parson his son and Lionel Murton was
his right-hand and straight man. Guest
stars ranged from boxer Freddie Mills to
comedian Ted Ray, from opera singer
Adelle Leigh to footballer Billy Wright.

His dancing skill and agility were
called on regularly. Falling off a horse,
jumping from Brighton Pier and into a
lake were scripted in just one series. His
real son Matthew once asked him: “Why
do you fall down so often on TV?”
“That’s what they pay me for” he replied.

Dickie was one of the many comics
who took a turn at hosting Sunday Night At
the London Palladium, during 65 and
’66 and was a regular in the annual Royal
Variety Show with his song and dance act.

Answer by Groucho Marx to critics of
TV: “What do they expect... ten hours
a day of T.S. Eliot?”

TEASER ANSWERS

1 Kent Walton the Canadian sports commentator covered wrestling from 1955 to 1989.

2 George Maharis and Martin Milner played Buz and Tod, two easy riders drifting
across America in the Chevrolet Corvette.

3 Dorothy Provine played Pinky Pinkham in The Roaring Twenties a music and drama
series set in the bootlegging days of Chicago.

* The BBC celebrated its 25th birth-
day. The world’s first regular TV
service, begun at Alexandra Palace,
north London in 1936.

* The Duke of Edinburgh was deferen-
tially chatted to by Richard Dimbleby
on Panorama, the first royal televi-
sion interview.

* Westward, Grampian and Border TV
brought commercial TV to the south
west of England, north of Scotland
and the Scottish borders.

Souvenir Edition

EXCLUSIVE
GUIDE TO
THE NEW ITV
PROGRAMMES
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o speci
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. Telev151on actors went on strike in
the Autumn. Many series were halted
early and commercials not made. It
also made a dent in the cash flow of
the new I'TV companies only just
struggling on-air.

The Allisons came second in the
Eurovision Song Contest with ‘Are
You Sure’. This was the third year
the Brits had finished second. In ’59
Pearl Carr and
Teddy Johnson
just missed with
‘Sing Little
Birdie’ and in ‘60
‘Looking High
High High’
didn’t look quite
high enough for
Bryan Jonson.




40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

The Play’s the Thing

For the first ten years of ITV there was
always a single play to be found in the top
programmes of the year. The drama
strands had ttles like: Theatre Royal,
TV Playhouse, Fireside Theatre, Play
of the Week, Drama 62 and Armchair
Theatre.

This year was no exception. Fach week at
least three ITV-produced dramas
appeared. The most controversial was
When the Kissing Had To Stop, about
a left wing government elected in Britain
and the takeover by a communist super
power. It caused a political storm for what
was inferred as its anti-Labour stance. In
November I'TV went overboard - the
play of the week was Electra, by
Sophocles, done in the original Greek!

The three plays featured in the year’s top
20 were: Dead Letter (6), a first TV play

by Robert Storey which followed events
after a Yorkshire funeral. Lonesome
Road (11) by Giles Cooper, voted best
playwright in 1961, was a neurotic drama
starring Ronald Fraser as a man who
follows a fellow commuter home and
stays. And Alida (17) about a young
man’s obsession with the sculpted head of
a girl and the murderous consequences of
tracking her down.

Armchair Theatre, or ‘Armpit Theatre’
as it was dubbed for its plays of social
realism, was the most successful play
strand. It ran from 1956 to the mid 70s
first with ABC and later with Thames TV.

The list of stars who appeared in 1962’s
plays is considerable. Some of the names
still around are Frank Finlay, Michael
Caine, George Cole, Ian McShane and
Leo Mckern.

Compact Is Launched

In 1962 the BBC took on I'T'V’s domi-
nance of the soap operas with Compact.
Carefully avoiding Coronation Street, it
was scheduled for Tuesday and Thursday
evening. It was a mannered and up-
market drama of life at a glossy woman’s
magazine. With a strong female editor
played by Jean Harvey surrounded by the
love lives of her workforce.

Ic first appeared in the ratings in
March, at number 16, but didn’t stay

long. The BBC hierarchy were uncom-
fortable with it and it ceased broadcasting
in 1965. Meanwhile its writers and
creators had moved to the Midlands with
another idca. T1azel Adair and Peter
Ling’s names will long be remembered
for their shaky credits at the end of
Crossroads. As will Ronald Allen
who played Compact’s editor before
moving on to manage the Crossroads
motel as David Hunter.

ook’s
TV TeAseRrs

1  What character did Clint Eastwood
play in Rawhide ?

2 ‘Here’s your starter for ten.” Which
programme ?

3 Who was Muriel Young’s feline
friend ?
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TOP TWENTY
Homes [millions]
1 Royal Variety BBC 9.25
2 Coronation Street ITV 8.86
3 Miss World 1962 BBC 7.55
4  Sunday Palladium ITV 743
5 European Cup Football ITV  7.30
6 Armchair Theatre ITV 7.8
7 Val Parnell ITV 7.21
8 Crazy Gang Last Night ITV  7.16
9 No Hiding Place ITV 7.14
10 Bernard Delfont Show ITV 7.14
11 Drama '62 ITV 7.08
12 Take Your Pick ITV 6.96
13 Double Your Money ITV 6.95
14 Maigret BBC 6.94
15 One Step Beyond ITV 6.75
16 Emergency Ward Ten TTV 6.75
17 Play of the Week ITV 6.75
18 Rawhide ITV 6.67
19 Top Secret ITV 6.59
20 Bruce Forsyth Show  ITV 6.59

¢ No 3 — Miss World entered the year's top
20 for the first ime and stayed for the next

14

years.

* No 5 — Spurs v Benfica with Jimmy Greaves
and Eusebio live from White Hart Lane.

* No 15 — An American series with John
Newland re-enacting unexplained mysteries
and the supernatural.

* No 19 - Best remembered for its hit

theme tune ‘Sucu Sucu’ and for William
Franklyn as a British agent in South
America.

1962
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® Quiz show Abracadabra was hosted
by Canadian Roy Ward Dixon and wife
Shirley. The basic idea was to answer a
general knowledge question and pick a
letter to complete a word to win up to
£125. There was also a ‘money pot’ of
coins that the contestant could dip into
and win all they could hold.

¢ Candid Camera, the American show
brought to Britain with Bob Monk-
house and Jonathan Routh, was the
pioneer embarrassment show much
imitated over the years with the hidden
camera catching us out.

* The Rag Trade, another BBC
comedy classic, was a team comedy
based around the East End clothing
industry. In the team were Peter Jones,
Reg Varney, Barbara Windsor, and
Sheila Hancock with Miriam Karlin as
the shop steward with the catch phrase:
‘Everybody out!”

* The Odd Man was a drama hit with
something of a cult following. It starred
Keith Barron as Detective Sergeant
Swift and, later in the series, his posh
boss Chief Inspector Rose played by
William Mervyn. Two other hit series
followed from the Inspector: It’s Dark
Outside and Mr Rose.

* Mess Mates starred Sam Kydd,
Dermot Kelly and Archie Duncan and
the tramp steamer Jersey Lily in a ship-
board comedy.

* Windsor Davies took over as the star
of Probation Officer sorting out the
lives of juvenile delinquents.

* The London versus Paris Twist
Competition was a bizarre item. It was
hosted by David Frost. Imagine Frostie
twisting to Chubby Checker’s hit of ’62,
‘Let’s Twist Again’.

* Man of the World starred American
actor Craig Stevens as globe-trotting
photo-journalist Mike Strait. As might
be expected his assignments were more
than photo-opportunities as he foiled
varying degrees of murder and mayhem.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Norman Vaughan Grew On You

Norman Vaughan leapt to stardom in
January 1962 when he took over from
Bruce Forsyth as host of Sunday Night
At the London Palladium after Bruce
was ordered to rest. He was terrified: “I
was paralysed with nerves with the
thought of 20 million viewers watching

—
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me.” And it was from this nervousness
that his near-legendary catch phrase
‘swinging and dodgy’ sprung. “It was just
something to say at rehearsals and it
caught on.”

His fame led to a long running
commercial for Cadbury’s Roses choco-
lates. For five years he had roses growing
all over him. He was 34 when he took
over at the Palladium and had firset
appeared on TV in 1954. Norman did
over 100 Sunday Nights and left the
series in June 1965. Jimmy Tarbuck was
the next host. But soon ‘Whatever
happened to Norman Vaughan?’ stories
began to appear. TV’s instant fame
was whipped away: no telly equals no
success. He was in fact doing very
nicely as a straight actor until 1972 when
it was back to the TV studio with the
Golden Shot. This time taking over
from Bob Monkhouse as the host of the
Sunday evening live game show. The
‘darts” game show Bullseye was his next
success in 1981, but this time not as
presenter but as creator of the format,
and that one was still on the ‘ochie’ over
ten years later.

Regular advertisements at the back of
the two TV magazines suggest that
the British were obsessive builders of
sheds, garages and greenhouses and
the occasional coal bunker. Sheds for
11 guineas, a fireproof garage for £39
and a greenhouse from £16.
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programme for young children.

TeASER ANSWERS

1 He played Rowdy Yates who was Gil Favor’s right hand man on the cattle drive.
University Challenge hosted by Bamber Gascoigne. It ran from 62 to '87,
3 Pussy Cat Willum was Muriel’s puppet co-presenter on Small Time, the afternoon

nez;s

* With the opening of Channel TV and
Wales West and North, the ITV
network, begun in London only in
1955, was completed.

The age of satellite television began
with the launch of Telstar in the US
and the first crude pictures were
beamed across the Atlantic in July.
The Pilkington Committee on the
Future of Broadcasting reported and
made 120 recommendations includ-
ing a second channel for BBC, but
not I'TV as the Report was critical of
commercial TV,

* An OMO washing powder commer-
cial was voted the best commercial of
the year by readers of the Daily Mail.
Ulster TV experimented with adult
education. Midnight Oil was a series
of lectures from Queens University
Belfast covering topics such as
science, literature and law.




FIRST NIGHTS

It was a vintage year for the BBC, four of
its best ever programmes were premiered.

The Z Cars of Newtown police first
appeared on the streets and Ford Zephyrs
patrolled a fictionalised Liverpool. At the
wheel were top actors Jeremy Kemp,

James Ellis, Colin Welland and Brian
Blessed (who couldn’t drive).

Steptoe and Son began their rag and
bone round with Hercules the horse
through the streets of Shepherds Bush.

Dr Finlay’s Casebook followed the life
of a Scottish country practice in 1920s
Tannochbrae.

That Was the Week That Was (TW3)
was the show that kicked Auntie into the
Swinging Sixties. David Frost introduced
a team of sharp young men and Millicent
Martin, and TV satire was born. Its
comedy stung politicians, religion and
every vested interest of the day. The 1964
election gave the BBC the excuse to take
it off, and it never came back. It was all a
bit too embarrassing for Auntie.

On the Braden Beat was I'TV’s long
running consumer show. Bernard Braden
took TV into new territory. It used satire
to fight bureaucracy on behalf of the
viewer. In 1968 he took the format to the
BBC, where one of his researchers,
Esther Rantzen, later carried on his style
of consumer-led TV in That’s Life.

Ken Russell’s film Elgar was shown
on Monitor. It was the first in his series
on great composers that established his
reputation.

Roger Moore brought The Saint to the
TV screen. The Saint, aka Simon
Templar, must be one of the only long
running crime series that didn’t have a
girl Friday or side kick. Although he did

{May 20th 1962, one of variety’s biggest]
names bowed out. The Crazy Gang, the |
celebrated comedy team formed in
1929, were given a top of the bill send |
I_offat 8.25 on a Sunday night. J

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

31

seem to have a lovely leading lady each
week. Honor Blackman, Lana Morris,
Dawn Addams, Sylvia Syms and Shirley
Faton played opposite Moore. There
were 114 adventures, ending in 1969.

Clint Eastwood, who played Rowdy Yates
in Rawhide found himself on the wrong
end of the law in 1962, when neighbours
called the police to complain about his
singing. It was not only bad and out of
tune but also 3.00 am in the morning.

‘The series was one of British TV’s most
successful exports, estimated to have
earned over £370 million, and much of
that going to Moore who owned the
rights to a third of them.

_—

—
| Remember the man with the gong on
Take Your Pick ? Yes?... Dong!!

He was Alec Dan¢, a former singer
|and actor who became ‘head gonger’
'and a national institution.

1962



€961

32
TOP TWENTY
Homes [millions]
1 Royal Variety Show  ITV 104
2 Coronation Street ITV 9.70
3 Steptoe and Son BBC 8.79
4 Dr Finlay’s Case Book BBC 8.39
5 Drama 63 ITV 8.27
6 Miss World BBC 8.25
7 They’ve Sold a Million ITV 8.24
8 Max Bygraves Show  ITV 8.22
9 Take Your Pick ITV 802
10 Val Parnell’s
Sunday Show ITV 8.02
11 This Week ITV 798
12 No Hiding Place ITvV 791
13 Armchair Theatre ITV 788
14 Kennedy’s Funeral ITV 775
15 Here’s Harry BBC 7.74
16 The Odd Man ITV 761
17 Dickie Henderson BBC 7.59
18 Laughter USA BBC 7.53
19 Juke Box Jury BBC 7.50
20 The Larkins ITvV 747

* No 5 — The highest rating drama in ’63
starred Mark Eden - later to play Alan
Bradley in Coronation Street in 1989.

* No 6 — The winner was Carole Joan
Crawford from Jamaica.

* No 13 — The play was The Higher They
Fly — it went out a few days before Drama
63: Leave All Hope Behind and also starred
Mark Eden!

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Royal Beatles

The Royal Variety Performance (1)
topped the charts for the fourth consecu-
tive year and the Beatles topped the bill.
Nineteen sixty three was the year the
Beatles hit the television big time.
February saw their national television
debut on Thank Your Lucky Stars. In
October they made their first appearance
on Val Parnell’s Sunday Night At the
London Palladium (10).

A month later it was the Royal Variety
Performance and the front cover of the
TV Times (see picture). The TV Times
called them ‘the show-business sensation
of the year’ and launched ReadaBeatla
Week - a series of interviews conducted
in the ITV studio’s staff canteen while
the Fab Four were tucking into their egg
and chips.

The BBC had six Top 20 hits this year
including Dr Finlay’s Casebook (4).
The series had begun the previous year
having been hastily put together to fill a
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five-week gap in the schedules. By 1963
Dr Finlay and the residents of Arden
House in Tannochbrae had become a
Sunday night ‘must’ for eight million
viewers. Bill Simpson, a local newsreader
with Scottish TV in Glasgow, played the
‘young’ Doctor Finlay and Barbara
Mullen was the trusty housekeeper Janet.
Scottish Television remade the series
nearly 20 years later with David Rintoul
in the lead and Annette Crosbie as Janet.




FIRST NIGHTS

The Doctor and

the Police Box

On the 23rd of November 1963, as the
world was reeling from the death of
President Kennedy in Dallas the previous
day, millions of British viewers settled in
front of their sets to watch the first
episode of Dr Who.

William Harcnell played the first
Doctor, a 750-year-old Time Lord with
two hearts and, over the years, seven
different faces — the others were those of
Patrick Troughton, Jon Pertwee, Tom
Baker, Peter Davison, Colin Baker and
Sylvester McCoy. The Daleks made their
debut later in December.

World In Action was launched by
Granada TV. The hard-hitting current
affairs series promised to give ‘not simply
the news but the full background story’.
The first edition in January looked at the
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atomic arms race and showed Khrushchev
and Kennedy at loggerheads.

Leslie Phillips became Our Man At St
Marks, the Rev. Andrew Parker. He was
a serious young vicar, new to the Parish,
and each week saw him facing the
‘routine problems of his position’. Anne
Lawson was his girlfriend and Joan
Hickson played his housekeeper. Later
Donald Sinden took over the role.

The Plane Makers told of union
disputes in an aircraft factory. Patrick
Wymark played the bullying managing
director John Wilder. In 1965 the action
switched from the factory floor to the
boardroom and the series became the
Power Game.

ITV ran the first series of Naked City.
Actor Paul Burke declared at the end of
each episode: ‘There are six million
stories in the Naked City, this has been
one of them.’

One viewer from Bognor wrote to the TV
Times to complain about women news-
readers: ‘No women newscasters if you
don’t mind. They are entirely inadequate.

They seem unfamiliar with their script,
read with downcast eyes, never look up at
the viewer and they gabble. Let the news
rest in the very capable hands of men’!
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* Just bubbling under was usual Top 20
hit Double Your Money which this
year saw fresh-faced 15-year-old
Monica Rose, later to become hostess
of the show, as a contestant. Monica, a
junior accounts clerk from the East
End, won £8 answering questions about
famous women. Hughie Green was so
impressed with her Cockney charm and
chatter he brought her back as a hostess
a year later.

e Herbert Lom starred as a Harley
Street psychiatrist in The Human
Jungle. One of his toughest cases was
sorting out a young Joan Collins play-
ing a girl found walking naked through
London’s underground.

* Tony Hancock was back, this time on
ITV, but although the new series
constantly hovered close to the top of
the ratings, it wasn’t a critical success.

LAST NIGHTS

Goodbye to Take a Letter, the chil-
dren’s crossword-puzzle quiz hosted by
Bob Holness. Holness got the job in 1961
after arriving in the UK from South
Africa. His background was theatre and
radio — he had never seen television
before let alone been inside a TV station.
Each week at the end of the quiz the
viewers would be thrown a question.
There was a £5 prize. One week they had
980,000 entries — probably a record. After
20 years Holness returned to TV quiz
shows with Blockbusters.

Took's
TV TeAseERs

1 Who was the announcer on Take
Your Pick ?

2 Basil Brush first appeared on TV
this year. Who invented him ?

3 Shirley Bassey starred in the
Palladium Show. What was her hit
song this year ?
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A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

Emergency
—Ward 10

V,Vl'l' H
JILL, BROWNE
DESMOND CARRINGTON

Dick Moone spends his first day on
the medical wards and assists in a
crisis of Elizabeth French’s.  Chris
Anderson has a hectic day in the
accident wing dealing with anything
from a car smash to a man with a fish
bone in his throat

CAST

Harold de la Roux. . .. ... John Barron
Bob Coughlin........ Desmond Jordan
Sister MacNab. . ...... Dorothy Smith
Edward Bryan. ... .... Richard Bidlake
Richard Moone.. . ... ... John Alderton
Lester Large. . . ........ John Carlisle
Ann Webb. . ............. Jean Trend
Elizabeth French. . ... .. Valerie Sarruf
Ken Barnes.......... Nicholas Pennell
Mrs. Maugham. . . .. Elizabeth Wallace
Bill Barron. . . ....... Kenneth Watson
Carole Young. ........... Jill Browne
Chris Anderson.. .Desmond Carrington

SCRIPT BY ROGER MARSHALL

Queen of the Mods

At the beginning of the year C 1thy
McGowan was a l()wly secretary earning
£10 a week working in London. By the
end of the year she was Queen of Mods
and Princess of Pop, receiving 600 fan
letters a week. The 19-year-old from
Streatham was one of 600 hopefuls who
answered an advertisement for a ‘typical
teenager’ to act as an adviser on the
Friday night pop show Ready, Steady,
Go! She ended up as co-presenter with
Keith Fordyce.

In the days when Oxfam was known by the
grander title of The Oxford Committee for
Famine Relief — the charity praised the
generosity of ITV viewers to the regular Give
At 7 charity slot. Their appeal raised £5,300.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

A New Arrival in
Ward Ten

It was good news for the sick and infirm
of Oxbridge, a new doctor joined the
staff of Emergency Ward Ten. Dr
Richard Moone was a fresh-faced junior
houseman, also known as John Alderton.
He became very busy. First there was
pretty nurse Sally Bowen and a frowned-
On secret romance, a troop carrier over-
turned stretching Casualty to the limit
and the star of the Ward, Sister Carole
Young, was taken ill and admitted to her
own ward. What drama!

Hancock fan but —

About this new Hancock series. It’s a bit

off. isn’t it? Where is the Hancock we

all knew and loved? Where is the roman-
| tic philosopher, the middle-class intel-
lectual snob with the ready wit and
brilliant repartee?

All we get now Is a twittering script
that is like Bootsie and Snudge on an off
day, which relies too much on farce and
situation for easy langhs. My mates and I,
all ardent Hancock fans, reckon that be is
wasting bis talents on trifles. We're all
very disappointed in our hero.

N
5
!

Tim Heritage
London
TV Times

{ February 1963

[Wnews

¢ The BBC ended its ban on mention-
ing politics, royalty, religion and sex
in its comedy programmes.

* TV cigarette advertising was banned
from children’s programmes. All
performers in cigarette commercials
had to be ‘clearly over the age of 21°.

¢ Millions watched on TV as Lee
Harvey Oswald, the man charged
with the assassination of President
Kennedy, was shot dead in Dallas.

* The Lovers, an erotic play by Harold
Pinter caused eyebrows to rise. Its
makers Associated Rediffusion moved
it to a later slot hoping ‘for an audi-
ence which does not include the
unmarried in the 18-23 age bracket’.

® A 34-year-old Alastair Burnet joined
I'TN as a political reporter.

* The first home video recorder was
demonstrated at the BBC’s Alexandra
Palace. It was the opening of the
Nine O’Clock News which was
recorded and reshown later in the
bulletin.

TeEASER ANSWERS

1 Bob Danvers-Walker - famous as the voice on British newsreels during and after the War.
2 Howard Williams. They first appeared in an act called “The Three Scampis’.
3 ‘I, Who Have Nothing’ — in the charts for 20 weeks.

Closedown for

Ad-mags
Ad-mags had begun with I'T'V. They
were 15-minute local programmes
devoted to advertisements — yet remained
outside the ten per cent quota for spot
advertising. Each advertising magazine
consisted of a series of advertisements
featuring everything from shops to car
showrooms. Each area had its own mag.
There was Elizabeth Allen Goes Shopping
in London, What’s In Store In the
Midlands, and Shop In the South, among
others. But ad-mags were an anomaly -
they were called programmes yet had to
be clearly defined as advertising. In 1963
the legislators decided that the viewer
might find endorsement of products
within programmes confusing.

In August Thank Your Lucky Stars
celebrated its 100th edition. Producer
Phillip Jones said the show had featured
every British recording star and most
American ones — over 1,000 in all.
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A Cockney Year

Steptoe & Son (1) was a comedy of truly
classic status starring FHarry 1 Corbett as
Harold and Wilfred Brambell as the
‘dirty old man’.
Written by Alan Simpson and Ray
Gialton, it began life as a one-off Comedy
Playhouse called The Offer about a
young London rag and bone man and his
attempt to leave home. Harold was
desperate to get on, but was held back by
his conniving ageing father who always
frustrated his attempts at self-betterment.

ook's
TV TeAasers

1 Zoo Time came from London Zoo.
Who introduced it?

2 The Beverly Hillbillies comedy
concerned a poor family who
discovered an oil weil. What was
the family name?

3 Ready, Steady, Go with Keith
Fordyce and Cathy McGowan had a
catchphrase. What was it?

Steptoce ran for over ten years and 40
episodes and won award after award. The
format was shown in the US as Sandford
and Son, with an all black cast.

It is said that Harold Wilson owed his
"6+ clection victory to a shitt in the sched-
ules of the series. Such was its pulling
power on Thursday evenings some nine
million homes tuned in, that Wilson
feared it would keep voters at home and
he pressurised the Beeb to put it on after
the polls had clesed.

Stars and Garters (11) was the other
cockney TV hit of the year. A lively
raucous Fast Fnd pub sang along with
stars and real pub entertainers, all set in
the studios of Associated-Rediftusion.
Kathy Kirby, Susan Alaugham, Kim
Cordell and Al Saxon were resident
singers. Ray Martine was the host.
The show brought him fame and he
moved into a Mayfair home. But he was
last seen working market stalls in the
north of England.

Viewers commented on how immacu-
late and suave young I'TN newscaster
Peter Snow always looked. And his
secret was revealed - he never went
near a studio without a hairbrush,
comb, clothes brush, tin of make-up,
mirror and eyebrow brushes.

1964

TOP TWENTY

Homes [millions]

1 Steptoe and Son BBC 9.71
2 Sunday Palladium ITV 9.69
3 Coronation Street ITV 943
4 Dick Powell Theatre BBC 8.45
5 Take Your Pick ITV 839
6 Royal Variety Show  BBC 8.37
7 No Hiding Place ITV 8.22
8 Armchair Theatre ITV 8.12
9 It's Tarbuck ITV 8.08
10 Crane ITV 7.96
11 Stars and Garters TV 7.84
12 Double Your Money ITV 7.80
13 Emergency Ward Ten ITV 7.80
14 Around the Beatles ITV 7.61
15 Frank Ifield Show ITV 7.57
16 The Avengers ITV 7.54
17 Christinas Comedy ITV 746
18 Miss World 1964 ITV 745
19 Max Bygraves Show  ITV 7.43
20 Love Story ITV 733

* No 4 — Dick Powell was a Hollywood
movie actor who introduced the series of
one hour dramas.

* No 17 - All the faces of I'TV in a play-cum-
panto called Deep and Crisp and Stolen.

* No 18 - Won by Miss UK Ann Sydney —
afterwards she began an acting career.

* No 20 - A long running series of single
romances. One episode saw a young lan
McShane fall for Francesca Annis.

1964



Y961

36

[ NEARMISSES |
Pop Goes the Year

The men in suits and ties running televi-
sion were waking up to the potendal of
the teenage audience. In 1964 every vari-
ety, comedy and entertainment show had
to have a group on the bill. Like the Dave
Clark Five on the Palladium Show, The
Dave Clark Five on The Arthur Haynes
Show and the Dave Clark Five on Five
O’clock Club. Nearly every regional
company also had its own pop show: Beat
the Border from Border TV, Now Hear
This at Ulster TV, Dad You’re a
Square in the Southern region and Discs
a Go Go in Wales.

1964 began on the BBC with ‘It’s number
one, it’s Top of the Pops’. Those
immortal words sprang out of the TV on

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

New Year’s Day. DJ Jimmy Savile intro-
duced stars Dusty Springfield, The
Hollies, Rolling Stones and, yes, The
Dave Clark Five singing ‘Glad All Over’.

Juke Box Jury continued its ratings
success on Saturday evenings with David
Jacobs and a panel of four stars deciding
the likely fate of new releases. Will it ‘hit’
or will it ‘miss’® Lucky Stars or Thank
Your Lucky Stars was ITV’s Saturday
evening pop slot hosted by Brian
Matthew. It also had its own jury in ‘Spin
a Disc’ which made a West Midlands
teenager, Janice Nicholls, and her catch-
phrase ‘Oill give it foive’, an unlikely
TV star. Other TV chart hits that year
were The Pop Spot, They’ve Sold a
Million and showcases for singers in Call
In On Mark Wynter and The Billy
Fury Show.

FIRST NIGHTS

BBC2 Launches

In April the BBC launched the third
channel with a kangaroo, and a little joey
in its pouch, called Hullabaloo and
Custard. The problem was you needed a
new telly and a new aerial to pick it up on

the new ultra high frequency (UHF) band

APRIL 18 24

adlo Times [T1

LORRNY ARD ShETE tast

| Sound|
LL)

with 625 lines on the screen instead of the
original 405 lines.

It had a disastrous first night. There
was a power cut in most of West London
and the screen was blank. The opening
night was planned to come from Studio A
at Alexandra Palace, where British TV
began. It included Howard Keel in the
musical Kiss Me Kate.

Its early successes were Late Night
Line Up with Joan Bakewell and
Tony Bilbow. Match of the Day began
on BBC2. The first match covered
was Arsenal versus Liverpool. Play-
school, the harassed mum’s favourite,
guaranteed 15 minutes of quiet from the
viewing toddlers.

Martha -

After May, things were never the
same in the snug of the Rovers
Return — Martha Longhurst was
gone! Heartbroken viewers
complained that Coronation Street
scriptwriters were monsters for
killing off Martha, Lynne Carol.

Gone!
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FOR BBC 2—-7HE MOST ADVANCED SEY OF TODA YI

TIER DETAILS 345 ONER

1 Desmond Morris.

TEASER ANSWERS

2 Clampett — with Buddy Ebsen as Pa and Irene Ryan as Granny.
3 Itranon Friday evenings and the catch phrase was “The weekend starts here.’

Regional
Differences

The network charts indicate the nation’s
favourite shows week by week, but there
were considerable differences in region
and tastes. A look at the top tens for each
region in November adds a total of 39
programmes to those that appeared in the
national chart. The Royal Variety
Performance was No 1 in Wales and the
West, but didn’t make it at all in the
Midlands. The pop show, Discs a Go
Go, made by Television West and
Wales, made no headway in that area, but
was No 6 in central Scotland. For north
east Scotland, Double Your Money was
first choice. Only Northern Ireland and
East Anglia were turned on to [{ughie
Green, he never made it in the rest of the
country. The humour of Benny Hill and
Arthur Haynes amused Londoners, but
failed to tickle any other region.
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Wales West and North closed down.
It was the first and only case of an
ITV company going broke. The
famous ‘licence to print money’ didn’t
extend to this region of Welsh Wales
and it was taken over by Television
West and Wales. All the other ITV
companies survived the first franchise
re-allocation that year. Lord Hill of
the Independent Television Authority
praised the companies’ programmes,
but appointed a ‘viewers panel’ to
watch over ITV’s future output. This
was the last time that all TV compa-
nies would survive the franchise race.
Dulux paint began their advertsing
campaign using Old English Sheep-
dogs. They were trained for the
commercials by Barbara Woodhouse
who became an unlikely TV star.

The first live broadcast from the
grounds of Buckingham Palace saw
the Queen presenting new colours to
the RAF as viewers got their first look
at the Royals’ back garden.

‘I Remember You’

Frank Ifield was one of the leading solo
pop singers of the early 60s who was
eventually squeezed out by the groups.
He had 15 records in the charts from
1960 to 1966 with four number ones
along the way: ‘I Remember You’,
‘Lovesick Blues’, ‘Wayward Wind and
Confessin’.

Although he was born in Coventry, he
grew up in Australia. He became the
biggest recording star Down Under, and
arrived back in Britain in 1959. In 1962
his record ‘I Remember You’ became the
first disc to ever sell a million in the UK
alone. His singing style owed as much to
Country and Western as to the outback
and appealed to both teenagers and
mums and dads.

1964 saw him top the bill at the
Palladium twice, star in a Christmas

special called Once a Jolly Swagman,
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and have his own show-case The Frank
Ifield Show (15). The next year ahe
had his own series, Frank Ifield Sings.

A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

It is November 1964 and a ‘Special Press
Release’ from ATV announces a new
daily serial.

‘CROSSROADS’

These are the principal characters in the cast
of Midland ATV’s new 25 -minute daily
serial ‘Crossvoads’, which starts on November
2nd at 6.30pm.

The story is based ou the lives of two sisters,
living within a short drive of each other on
the outskirts of a sprawling, still developing
industrial city.

It is also the saga of the people who travel
the Midland road, who stop overnight oy
sometimes longer — when their lives get
entangled with those of the main characters.

The lives of millions of viewers would
‘get entangled’ with Crossroads over the
next 24 years. The critics hated it. The
public loved it. Fven after its closure an
active fan club survives swapping pirated
video copies and longing for the haleyon
days when it was on five nights a wecek.

The world mourned the murder of one
the greatest stars of the TV western —
Cochise, Little Joe’s pinto horse in
Bonanza. An intruder broke into the
stable in Hollywood where the horse was
kept and stabbed him. Little Joe, played
by Michael Landon, was heartbroken.
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TOP TWENTY

Homes [millions]

Royal Variety Show  ITV 11.00
Coronation Street ITV 9.66
Take Your Pick ITV 8.80
Riviera Police ITV 8.60
No Hiding Place ITV 848
Double Your Money ITV 8.35
This Week ITV 835
Love Story ITV 835
Crane ITV 8.10
Emergency Ward Ten ITV  8.01
The Power Game ITV 8.00
Hello Dolly ITV 8.00
Steptoe and Son BBC 7.95
The Avengers TV 795
Music of Lennon

and McCartney ITV 7.90
It's Tarbuck ITV 7.80
Miss World 1965 BBC 7.75
Here Comes the Pops ITV  7.60
Blackmail ITV 7.60
Professional Boxing  ITV 7.27

* No 12 — Preview of the Broadway hit
opening in London's West End that week.

* No 15 - Also starrinf were Marianne

Faithful, Lulu, Cilla B

ack, Billy ] Kramer

and the Dakotas and Peter Sellers.

* No 17 - Miss UK won for the second year
running with Lesley Langley.

* No 20 - Heavyweights Billy Walker of
West Ham and Charlie Powell of
California.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Cops and Robbers

Top newcomer of the year was Riviera
Police (4), a glossy crime series set on the
French Riviera. It had everything — four
hunky policemen, hundreds of bikini-clad
starlets, blue skies, a beautiful backdrop
and big-time crime. The Cannes Film
Festival and the murder of a rising star
provided the plot for the first episode
which guest-starred Anthony Valentine.
Despite going in at Number One in its
first week — helped by the fact it followed
Coronation Street — the series proved
that sun and sex do not necessarily equal
staying power and it ended after 13 weeks.

It was a different story for No Hiding
Place (5). After six successful years
Superintendent Lockhart and his team

Tarbuck Sweeps In

Nineteen sixty five was a vintage year for
Tarbie. It all started with It’s Tarbuck in
January. The Wednesday night show-
case also co-starred the lovely Amanda
Barrie — over 20 years later she turned up
in Coronation Street as waitress Alma
Sedgewick. The Merseyside comic rode
into national fame on the wave of Beatle-
mania that seemed to sweep every talented

were suspended from duty in 1965. Fans,
with and without helmets, protested and
thev were brought back to the Yard for
two more years.

Amateur detective and part-time smug-
gler Richard Crane (9) also gave up the
game in January 1965 after 39 episodes
on the sun-drenched shores of Morocco.
The episode to top the charts also starred
Keith Barron much later to be found
across the water on the Costa Del Sol in
Duty Free.

Bottom of the cops in this year’s top
20 buc still being repeated somewhere
in the world today was The Avengers
(14) with Diana Rigg who starred as
Steed’s all-action partner Emma Peel in
83 episodes.

scouser off the streets of Liverpool into
the pop charts or onto the telly.

It was Sunday Night At the London
Palladium that really cracked it for him.
Virtually unknown, the 22-year-old
comic and ex-Butlins redcoat walked on
in October '63 and was such a hit that he
made three rapid repeat guest spots.

And in September 1965 he walked out
onto that stage again for The New
London Palladium Show as the host of
TV’s most successful variety show
following in the illustrious foot-
steps of Tommy Trinder, Bruce
Forsyth and Norman Vaughan.

Like many comics, Jimmy
became a professional TV host
with shows like Winner Takes
All, The Frame Game, Tarbuck
On Golf, and the ‘Live From ...
series — the last of which was Live
From the Palladium.

A unique move out of Coronation
Street in 1965. Leonard Swindley
(played by Arthur Lowe) was such
a favourite that he was given his
own comedy series entitled
Pardon the Expression which
was set in a department store.
Curiously one of Mr Swindley’s
staff was played by Betty Driver -
who went into the Street herself
four years later as the new barmaid
Betty Turpin.
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[Wnews

® Mary Whitehouse launched the unof-
ficial telly watchdogs — The National
Viewers and Listeners Association and
TV producers headed for cover.

* Cigarette and rolling tobacco, but not
pipe tobacco, was banned from the
commercial breaks.

® The schedules were swept aside for
the funeral in January of Sir Winston

Churchill, the biggest outside broad-
cast since the Coronation.

® ITV came to the Isle of Man with
Border TV.

* ITV celebrated its tenth birthday.

In 1955 it began with 188,000 homes
able to watch. By 1965 it was over
12 million.

* The Homepride Flour Graders in
their little bowler hats began picking
the lumps out of self-raising flour in
the long running commercial.

Make the
most of a
pause with

a Weights

by Players

. just the right length of smoke and that
good-hearted Virginia flavour all the way
3/9:: 20

o]

Newcomers United

Compact the BBC’s twice weekly soap of
life in a magazine finally ceased and gave
way to two more attempts at taking on
I'TV’s dominance with Emergency
Ward Ten and Coronation Street.

The Newcomers followed a family who
had moved out of London to a new town
in East Anglia. Maggie Fitzgibbon starred
as Vivien Cooper. Her husband FEllis was
played by Alan Browning, he turned up in
the Street years later as Alan Iloward,
another of Elsie’s husbands. Wendy
Richard, later EastEnders’ Pauline, was
the Coopers’ cockney neighbour.

Took's
TV TeAseERrs

1  What were the names of the three
old ladies in the Snug bar at the
Rovers ?

2 Who were the babies in the
Flintstones ?

3 Who was Burke in Burke’s Law ?

A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

A braver departure in the soap opera
stakes was United! This was all the
excitement and action of Brentwich
United foothall club. All sweaty socks and
hunky men, although the BBC chiefs
insisted they keep their shorts on at all
times. The ‘action’ sequences were filmed
at Stoke City’s ground and would not
have fooled an extremely short sighted
soccer fan. Stephen Yardley played the
goalkeeper and David Lodge the
manager. Jimmy ITill was the soccer
adviser for the series and it probably
delayed his break into TV by years.

Secret Wedding

Coronation Street’s David Barlow and
Irma Ogden, played by Alan Rothwell
and Sandra Gough, tried to get married
in secret with a quict wedding at the local
Weatherfield Registry Office. But the
secret leaked out — well it was on the
front page of that week’s T1" Times — and
the whole Street turned up at the recep-
tion. They took over the corner shop and
later emigrated to Australia where, natu-
rally, tragedy waited. David was killed in
a car crash.

Also that year, Elsie Tanner went out
with a shady character called Robert
Maxwell, who promptly died - at the
wheel of his Jaguar.

Gl

1965
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FIRST NIGHTS

Peyton Place was the first major fortune for its producers and made stars The World of Sport came to Saturday

American soap to hit British TV and was of the leading characters. Ryan O’Neal, afternoons with Eamonn Andrews as the

probably the most successful ever. There Mia Farrow, Barbara Parkin and Dorothy anchor man and reports from Jimmy

were 514 episodes in all. It minted a Malone were the biggest names in the Hill, Freddie Trueman, Peter Lorenzo,

glamorous and steamy soap. Ian Wooldridge and Wrestling with
Kent Walton.

Going For a Song made a star of Arthur

Negus and turned antiques into a British Stingray was the latest puppet series

obsession. from Gerry and Sylvia Anderson to be
launched. The underwater adventures of

Public Eye, with Frank Marker, the first Troy Tempest and Marina were filmed in

detective with a real dirty mac, was played a fish tank in Slough.

with superb seediness by Alfred Burke.

Orlando was the children’s spin-off from
10 Peyton Plocs 940 I¢s Dork Outside The Smashing Sandie Shaw: ‘On her Crane. It took Sam Kydd’s character
G e, own... One of the brightest new girls on  Orlando O’Connor and turned him from

oono‘mv MAIDNF ::g,:;; a‘:: ’.L;,’.“,J [,,Ll"./’: . , 5 N 0 .
3‘&‘5‘02“ e S A the music scene. a detective’s right-hand man into - a
c?ﬂ-wm Maione WILLIAM MERVYN detective.
Dr. Michoel Rossi Ed Nebon N .« .
ki N i RN SO Call My Bluff was hosted originally by
Eftios Carsom Tim O'Cuzsor s 5 o .
B A e The Provalence of Liors Robin Ray with Robert Morley and Frank The Power Game starred Patrick
E e e . . 3 k <
ol sl v e Muir, plus bow-tie, as the two captains of Wpymark as hard-faced businessman Sir
Norman ot OLIVER REED . . y . . | L.
o e mouzomeon - the teams of showbiz stars trying to con  John Wilder moving into politics.
3 Charies Sebastion . . . . .
e g s o 0t gl B i each other with obscure words from the
o e rEiamy ol M) . . e
e ewies v s it e i Oxford English Dictionary. Jackanory, Jackanory, Jackanory,

Jackanory, bom, bom - first spun its
kiddies’ tales for tiny tots.

* Cinema that Spring was introduced
by Derek Grainger, but in September,
Mike Scott took over the late-night
review of what was on at the pictures
that week. After many years off the box,
as Director of Programmes at Granada
TV, Mike came back to the TV screen
in 1988 to host the morning talk show
The Time...the Place...

* Opportunity Knocks ran through
the summer, no stars knocked that year
for Hughie.

* Blackpool Night Out was another
summer variety spectacular, this one
hosted by Mike and Bernie Winters.
With seaside stars like Tommy Cooper,
Vicky Carr, Jimmy FEdwards and
the statutory pop group for the kids,
like Freddie and the Dreamers and

B

The Beatles.

TeASER ANSWERS « The World Tonight had Michael
1 Ena Sharples, Minnie Caldwell and Martha Longhurst were played by Violet Carson, Parkinson as the link man in this ambi-
Margot Bryant and Lynne Carol. tious world-wide weekly current affairs
2 Pebbles was the daughter of Fred and Wilma Flintstone. Bamm Bamm was an orphan show. They were ‘covering the world
boy that Barney and Betty Rubble found on their doorstep. from the world’ in the days before

3 Gene Barry starred as Captain Amos Burke, a very smooth and cultured Beverly Hills T Ty

detective. The title of every of its 80 episodes began with the words * Who Killed.....7 )




Curtains Up -
Variety Lives

There’s no business like show business
was certainly true in 1966. There were
six variety shows in the ycar’s top
programmes.

A Royal Gala (3) was a two and a half
hour show-case for I'T'V. Stars from
Coronation Street, Ward Ten, Double
Your Money and Ready Steady Go
joined the usual crop of variety perform-
ers on the Palladium stage and enter-
tained the Duke of Fdinburgh.

Secombe and Friends (4) saw Harry
Secombe being given the stage of
the Palladium, a peak Sunday night slot
and the chance to get a load of his mates
on the telly. The Welsh seemed to domi-
nate. Actors Richard Burton, Stanley
Baker, Donald Houston and singer
Geraint Fvans ended up singing in the
shower with Harry. More madness
followed with Harry’s tellow Goons Peter
Sellers, Spike Milligan, Ray Ellington and
writer Fric Sykes solving The Whistling
Spy Enigma.

The London Palladium Show (5)
certainly had variety in September with
‘Roger Moore making a special guest
appearance.” The star of Bonanza, Lorne
Greene joined singers Kathy Kirby and
Millicent Martin on the bill.

The Morecambe and Wise Show (15)
with Eric and Ernie, revealed its music
hall roots by introducing a ‘turn’; a guest

Took's
TV TeAseRrs

1 What character did Ryan O’Neal
play in Peyton Place ?

2 What were the names of the sons in
Thunderbirds ?

3 Who first presented Tomorrow’s
World ?

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

singer, musician or pop group in between
their increasingly sophisticated television
sketches. Sixties stars like Jackie Trent,
The Settlers, The King Brothers and The
Shadows provided the musical break.

Hippodrome (18) certainly mixed and
matched, it had the Everly Brothers,
Dusty Springfield and circus acts Les
Volants, Ruppert Bears, Fl Gran Tonisko
and the band of The Royal Air Force all
on the same hill!

The Blackpool Show (19) was beside
the seaside for summer Sunday nights
with ‘a glittering hour of comedy and
music from the entertainment capital of
the north — the stage of the ABC Theatre
Blackpool’ according to the TV Times.
Tony Hancock hosted.

| The biggest TV event of the year failed
to appear in the top 20. Yes, '66 was the
year of the World Cup. Four hundred |
million people watched it worldwide,
but the UK audience was split. For the
final, 26 million watched the BBC and
listened to Kenneth Wolstenholme say:
“They think it’s all over — it is now,’ as
Geoff Hurst scored. Only four million
tuned into ITV’s coverage introduced
by Eamonn Andrews, claimed the
BBC’s researchers. The other research
organisation, TAM, explained the final
only reached number 13 in that week’s
top 20 because they only metered
homes with a choice of channels. It
wasn’t until 1980, when audience l
research became a joint venture in
BARB (Broadcasting Audience
Research Board), that disputes over
viewing figures were ended.

LAST NIGHTS

* Ben Casey, the US hospital drama
starring Vince Edwards, ended its five
year run.

¢ Dr Kildare with Richard Chamberlain
and Raymond Massey also ceased to
practice after 200 episodes.

But they both came back as head-to-head
repeats in the 1970s.

]
TOP TWENTY
Homes [millions]

1 Miss World 1966 BBC 9.80
2 Mrs Thursday ITV 955
3 A Royal Gala ITV 9.55
4 Secombe and Friends ITV 945
5 The London

Palladium Show ITV 9.15
6 Coronation Street ITV 9.05
7 Double Your Money ITV 8.85
8 Take Your Pick ITV 8.80
9 The Rat Catchers ITV 850
10 No Hiding Place ITV 845
11 The Avengers ITV 840
12 Cinema ITV 830
13 World Title Boxing  BBC 8.15
14 Dare I Weep, Dare 1

Moan ITV 8.10
15 The Morecambe and

Wise Show ITV 8.00
16 Emergency Ward Ten ITV 7.85
17 Gone Laughing Home ITV 7.85
18 Hippodrome ITV 7.85
19 The Blackpool Show ITV 7.70
20 The Power Game ITV 7.60

* No 1 - Won by Reita Faria a medical

student from India.

* No 14 - Starred James Mason and Jill

Bennett in a cold war spy film which was

based on a John Le Carré story.

1966
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BBC Hits Back

After a dismal showing in the charts in
! g

previous years '66 saw some of the Beeb’s

greatest ever shows win big audiences.

The Likely Lads were Rodney Bewes as
Bob and James Bolam as Terry. Written
by Dick Clement and Ian La Frenais, it
had a warm reality that many other situa-
tion comedies of the period lacked.

In 1973 the question Whatever
Happened To the Likely Lads? was
answered in another series. Just as
successful as the original it found Bob
married to Thelma, upwardly mobile and
deeply embarrassed by his old drinking
partner Terry.

Till Death Us Do Part with the
wonderfully awful bigot Alf Garnett,
starred Warren Mitchell, Dandy Nicholls
as the downtrodden Else and Una Stubbs
and Anthony Booth as daughter and son-
in-law. Viewers loved Alf’s tirades against
Harold Wilson, immigrants, Catholics
and loyalty to ‘Her Majesty’, West Ham
FC and the Conservative Party.

In 1985, the writer Johnny Speight
brought back Alf and Else as pensioners
with In Sickness and Health.

David Frost had The Frost Report on
subjects like women, crime, sin and
authority. Sketches were written and
acted by a team that went on to become
Monty Python’s Flying Circus - Cleese,
Chapman, Idle, et al. The two Ronnies —
Corbett and Barker - also formed an
enduring partnership on The Report.

Softly, Softly, a spin-off from Z Cars
saw detectives Watt and Barlow, Frank
Windsor and Straford Johns, leave for the
southwest to set up a Regional Crime Squad.

International Rescue.

TEASER ANSWERS

1 He played Rodney Harrington, Mia Farrow was Allison McKenzie.
Jeff Tracy’s sons were Scott, Virgil, Alan, Gordon and John who all worked for

3 Raymond Baxter was the first presenter of the magazine programme that looked at
what was new in science and technology.

It was a big year for children’s TV.

Hey, hey its The Monkees. American
television’s version of The Beatles was
manufactured from four young men
after hundreds of auditions. Micky
Dolenz, Mike Nesmith, Davy Jones
and Peter Tork took the group to
world success.

Flipper was another adventure series in
the long line of small boys and animal
shows. This time a dolphin helped fight
off the baddies.

Batman with a loud ‘POW’, ‘BAM’ and
‘KERRUP’ fought off the baddies and
kept Gotham City safe. Adam West
starred as the Caped Crusader.

How! was a simple format that simply
explained the way things work. With
Fred Dinenage, Jack Hargreaves and
Bunty James among others. It came
back in 1990 as How 2.

It’s a Knockout, while not actually for
kids, saw teams from UK towns playing
oversized kids games in mock battle for
points and glory. Best remembered for
hosts Eddie ‘Up and Under’ Waring
and laughing Stuart Hall.

For the grown-ups The Money Pro-
gramme began on BBC2 looking at the
world of big business and the pounds,
shillings and pence in our piggy banks.
And that 1966 pound is now worth two
shillings and four pence — 11 pence in
today’s money.

Cathy Come Home, one of the
Wednesday play series, was the disturb-
ing drama of a homeless couple played
by Ray Brooks and Carol White. It had
such an impact that it was repeated
within eight weeks and helped turn
Shelter into a major charity and pres-
sure group.

The top American comedian Woody
Allen hosted the Hippodrome variety
show. In one sketch he had to box with a
kangaroo and was terrified — Woody lost
on points.



The Real
Mrs Thursday

Barry Bucknell the television DIY expert
had a new book of tips on sale. The ABC
of Do It Yourself cost 3s 6d (18p).

((Vnews
Awards

ITV stalwarts Michael Miles and
Hughie Green received a joint award
from the Variety Club for the long
success of their game shows.

The Writers’ Guild voted Dr
Finlay’s Casebook the best drama
series with Z Cars as runner up. Not
Only, But Also with Peter Cook and
Dudley Moore won the best comedy
series prize with Steptoe and Son in
second place. Danger Man was
honoured by Hollywood producers as
the best produced TV programme of
the year.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Sixty-eight-year-old Kathleen Harrison
was the surprise star of the year. Mrs
Thursday was the top series of '66
knocking regulars like the Palladium
Show and Coronation Street off
their customary top spots. The one
hour comedy drama was built around a
retired charwoman who had inherited
millions of pounds and control of a multi-
national company.

This was a late TV success for
Kathleen who had carved out a long

Weavers Green

Welcome to Weavers Green. This was
TV’s answer to the radio hit The
Archers with a story line woven around
an East Anglian country vet’s practice —
an Ambridge for sick animals. Alan
Armstrong and Geoffrey Toms were the
two vets, played by Grant Taylor and
Eric Flynn as senior and junior partners.

Sadly the series suffered from a termi-
nal attack of I'T'V politics and its makers,
Anglia TV, were forced to take it off
when big boys ATV wanted the slot for
Emergency Ward Ten - even though it
had proved a ratings success.

Two young regulars in the cast were
Susan George and Kate O’Mara.

43

career in film and radio and is best
remembered for the ‘Huggett’ series of
films and radio hits. She was a favourite
of writer Ted Willis, who had created
Mrs Thursday specially for her and he
claimed it took just 20 seconds or so to
sell the idea to ATV. The millions of
viewers and the resulting fame brought its
own peculiar problems: “I can’t go out
shopping any more, it’s embarrassing to
be recognised and stopped all the time”
said Kathleen.

A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

1966
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TOP TWENTY

Homes [millions]
Royal Variety ITV 11.60
Miss World 1967 BBC 10.80
London Palladium ITV 995
Coronation Street ITV 945
Market In Honey Lane ITV  8.85
Ezl;lotgstion e BBC 8.85
Take Your Pick ITV 875
Morecambe and Wise ITV 8.70
Mrs Thursday ITV 8.60
Dr Finlay’s Casebook BBC 8.50
Secombe and Friends ITV 8.30
Z Cars ITV 8.20
This Is Petula Clark  BBC 8.15
World In Action ITV 8.10
Double Your Money ITV  8.05
The Avengers ITV 8.00
Cinema ITV 8.00
Professional Boxing  BBC 8.00
Death By Misadventure ITV  8.00
International Ice Gala BBC 8.00

* No 11 - The friends were John Cleese,
Michael Bentine, Anita Harris and the choir
of the First Bartalion Welsh Guards.

* No 14 — The subject was Unidentified
Flying Objects, investigating encounters of
the third kind.

* No 19 - Granada TV investigated

the causes of some of 20th Century’s
great disasters, like the R101 airship’s loss
in 1930.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

East Enders Market

Market In Honey Lane (5) was
launched in April and within a week it
had overtaken long-standing hits. ‘We’re
not a southern Coronation Street,’ its
producers said, ‘we’re a series not a
serial.” Each episode told a particular
story of a character working or living in
the London street market. It closed in
March °69. For Honey Lane, ATV built a
cockney street scene with shops, stalls and
pub at their Elstree studio. Eighteen years
later the BBC bought the studios and did
the same - they called it EastEnders.

Sandie Shaw finally broke Britain’s run of
near misses on the Eurovision Song

The Bongs At Ten

In  July, tucked away between
Coronation Street and a cure for consti-
pation is a real piece of TV news. Alastair
Burnet with the News At Ten intro-

10.0 Alastair Burnet with

see | the News at Ten
g_dg‘“ ALSO IN THE STUDIO
Andrew Gardoer

Reginald Bosanquet George Ffitch

A new style half-hour of up-to-the-
minute news. ITN’s experienced teams
of correspondents, specialists and
cameramen range the world to report
the action and the argument

-

Contest (6) with ‘Puppet On a String’.
The song was already in the charts by the
time Sandie headed off to Vienna without
her shoes and it stayed there for another
18 weeks.

Morecambe and Wise (8) were the top
comedy act of the year. In November
their guests were Tom Jones, Millicent
Martin and The Hollies. This was Eric
and Ernie’s last chart success with I'T'V.
In 1968 they changed channels after 13
years and went to the BBC, and with a
new scriptwriter, Eddie Braben, entered
their golden period with their history-
making Christmas shows.

duced the first half hour news progranmme.
The format was borrowed from the much
more relaxed US TV style of news
presentation and it went straight into the
charts. Also appearing in that first week
were George Fitch, Andrew Gardner and
Reginald Bosanquet who were paired up
with Alastair Burnet. It was also the first
news to have a commercial break.

This turned out to be highly lucrative
for the TV companies as advertisers
tought to use a slot which, it was claimed,
got all the ‘best’ viewers. The opening
sequence of Big Ben’s chimes - called ‘the
Bongs’ is the second longest running
signature tune after Coronation Street.




FIRST NIGHTS

The Golden Shot arrived in July, live on
Saturday nights. The high tech game
show had a blindfolded cameraman firing
a crosshow at prizewinning targets.
Viewers could participate from home,
calling out ‘up a bit, right a bit, fir¢’ on
the telephone. Jackie Rae was the first
host, Bob Monkhouse took over and
stayed for over 200 shows saying: ‘Bernie
the bolt, please’ about 1,000 times.
Norman Vaughan was the next host,
followed by Charlic Williams. Bob came
back in ’75 to try and boost the flagging
show but the Shot got the bullet that year.

The Prisoner with Patrick McGoohan
was cither loved or hated. Its devotees
still meet once a year at the location of
the series, Portmeirion in North Wales,
and re-enact scenes. After the success of
Danger Man, McGoohan was given his
head. He was originator, exccutive
producer, scriptwriter and director on

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

some of the episodes. John Drake was
prisoner ‘Number Six’ in what could have
been a fascist micro-state, a prison or just
a state of mind. A load of tosh or a piece

[ MYSTERIOUS STORIES
OF A MYSTERY MAN
WITH NO NAME

S EIRRLE BN

of mould-breaking TV? Ilistory still
hasn’t decided.

Man In a Suitcase was another interna-
tional crime-buster. McGill was an ex-
CIA man, played by Richard Bradford, in
another ATV series with an imported
Anmerican star. Bradford said he was
trying to show McGill as a real human
being, not a superman. Thirty episodes
were made and sold to the US.

Wedding of the Year |

Coronation Street’s viewing figures |
leapt in September for Elsie Tanner’s |
wedding. She was marrying Master Sgt ’
|
|
|
|

Steve Tanner of the US Army who had
been Elsie’s war-time sweetheart.

TV Times published a special: ‘On
sale Thursday, price one shilling, the
only official souvenir of the TV
wedding of the year.”

The wedding preparations, cere-
mony and honeymoon flight took up
| the week’s two episodes and were writ-
ten by Jack Rosenthal. As usual the
honeymoon didn’t last long for FElsie,
the marriage went wrong and they split
up after a year.

TV TeaseRrs

1 Who presented Animal Magic ?

2 Who was Dick Van Dyke’s wife ?

3 Who played the wife in Meet
the Wife ?

1967
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Frost Over Television

David Frost, always a busy man, was
particularly busy in '67. tHe began the
year with a series of The Frost Pro-
gramme with Rediffusion in London.

* Perry Mason, ten years after he was
first shown in the US, was still having
his day in court and still winning big
audiences. Raymond Burr starred in
271 episodes and each weck destroyed
the Los Angeles District Attorney with
a brilliant defence.

* The Eamonn Andrews Show ‘Live
From London’, but recorded earlier
that evening at ABC’s Teddington
studio, ran for five years from 1964
with Eamonn sweating buckets over his
‘famous, frank and funny guests’. It was
the first real British attempt to repeat
the success of American chat shows like
Johnny Carson.

* Hughie Green said Opportunity
Knocks to six acts every Saturday
night for nearly six months. These had
been whittled down from 8,000 audi-
tions. Getting their big chance in 67
were acts like: Vivion and Collette,
Haydock and Ashton Youth band, The
Crackpots, Dave Olivier... but no name
that seems to have made it to stardom.
* All Gas and Gaiters drew its
comedy from the church. Derek
Nimmo played the hapless curate to
William Mervyn’s bishop and
Robertson Hare was the bumbling
archdeacon, in what was a comic
version of Trollope’s Barchester
Chronicles.

* Sanctuary was more TV religion,
this time about nuns. “The series is
documentary fiction made with accu-
racy and reverence without being
mushy’ said its producer. It was The
Sound of Music without the music,
with a very pretty Joanna Dunham
as the ‘young high-spirited’ Sister
Benedict.

This ‘late night miscellany’ was on three
nights a week, but was only seen in some
I'TV regions. In the spring he was back
on the BBC for Frost Over England.
This series of reports and sketches on
aspects of British life starred Ronnie
Barker, Ronnie Corbett and John Cleese
and won the Golden Rose of Montreux
for the best comedy series.

In September it was back to I'TV and
The Frost Programme, and the more
serious edge to Frost as he grilled people
in front of a studio audience. The phrase
“T'rial By Television’ was born. His expo-
sure of a crooked insurance boss, Emil
Savundra, was a moment of television
history. At the same time he had pulled
together a team of media stars called The
London Television Consortium to bid for
the I'TV franchise in London at the week-
ends. The I'TA were dazzled by his cast
list and they won ‘hands down’. London
Weekend Television came on air the
following August.
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* BBC2 began Europe’s first full colour
TV service in July with lots of green
pictures of the Wimbledon Tennis
Championships. The problem was a
new colour TV set cost about £200
(£1,400 in the nineties!) and the
licence fee was doubled at £10.

* The Crossroads motel was blown up -
in the script — by a World War II
unexploded bomb. This was the on-
screen reason, for in reality ATV were
moving the series to a new studio and
took the opportunity to build new sets.

* Lord Hill, the chairman of the ITA,
was plucked away by Prime Minister
Harold Wilson to be chairman of the
BBC. Wilson put in Hill, an ex-Tory
minister, to rein-in the new wave of
BBC executives that were getting up
the Government’s nose.

TeAserR ANSWERS
1  Johnny Morris got into action and a keeper’s uniform at Bristol Zoo.
2 His co-star in the Dick Van Dyke Show was Mary Tyler Moore.
3 Thora Hird was the wife, Freddie Frinton was the husband.

Birds Eye fish fingers introduced
Captain Birdseye to the commercials.
Our World was a worldwide live
satellite hook up by the BBC hosted by
Cliff Michelmore, notable for The
Beatles singing ‘All You Need Is Love’
with a studio full of all the top names
in pop music.

Associated Television (ATV) received
the Queen’s Award To Industry for
outstanding export achievement. Its
policy of bringing over American stars
to appear in light entertainment shows
or to star in drama series had proved
extremely successful when selling
programmes back to America.

French actor Fernandel was sacked
from the ‘Do have a Dubonnet’
campaign when it was revealed that he
couldn’t speak a word of English — not
even ‘Do have a Dubonnet.’
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Sport — The Big Winner

Four big sporting occasions made it into
the top 20 in this Olympic Year and the
royal gala at No 1 was in aid of sport.

A Special Royal Performance (1), held
before Her Majesty at the London
Palladium, was a charity show to raise
funds for the British Olympic team bound
for Mexico City. The cast of the musical
Sweet Charity, appropriately, featured
and about £50,000 was raised.

Comedy Tonight N

Howerd’s Hour (5) took the top |
comedy slot of the year. It was one of
Frankie Iowerd’s rare 'I'V specials.
‘Frankie recalls an episode in the life of
his great grandfather Howerd in the
wild west.” Patrick Wymark played a
gun-toting bandit and Hattie Jacques
was the bar-room belle. Pop stars'
Sandie Shaw and Scott Walker were |
also guests along with the Big Ben
Banjo Band.

Life With Cooper (8) was one of the
comedian’s regular series on I'T'V. This '
one followed his adventures taking up a
hobby, applying for a passport and
taking a holiday abroad all of which
ended in chaos.

The Des O’Connor Show (15) was
another regular series. In ’68 he inher- |
ited Tommy Cooper’s slot on Saturday |
nights with a mix of sketches, songs and

guest stars.
_ .|

Took's
TV TeAseRrs

1 Who was the charlady in
Crossroads ?

2 Who were the original presenters
on Magpie ?

3 Which antiques expert became a
household name ?

The 68 Olympics were the first to be
seen via satellite and the British star
performers were boxer Chris Finnegan
and hurdler David Hemery who both
won gold.

The Grand National (4) appeared in the
charts for the first ime, Red Alligator won.

International Football (6) was the
European Nation’s Cup semi-final
in which England were beaten 1 — 0
by Yugoslavia.

The Boat Race (7) was won by Cam-
bridge, the first in a series of five wins.

The European Cup Final (16) featured
Manchester United beating Benfica 4 - 1
after extra time at Wembley.

David Coleman was given his own mid-
week sports programme; Sports Night
With Coleman. And on ITV, Dickie
Davies took over as the Saturday after-
noon anchorman on World of Sport.

—
Actress Sue Nicholls, who played
Marilyn Gates, a waitress in Crossroads,
sang a song on the programme which
caused so much interest that ic was |
released as a single. “Where Will You
Be When I Need You?’ got to No 17

and stayed in the charts for eight weeks.
L —

— J

47

e e = T T e T S

P T I e e R,
O W NN WM W N = O

20

1968

TOP TWENTY

Homes [millions]

A Special
Pergfr?mnlgyal

ITV 10.55
Miss World 1968 BBC 10.05
Eurovision BBC 9.45
The Grand National BBC 9.25
Howerd’s Hour TV 9.10
International Football BBC 8.85
The Boat Race BBC 8.80
Life With Cooper ITV 875
Coronation Street ITV 8.60
Frost On Sunday ITV 845
Till Death Us Do Part BBC 8.40
World In Action ITV 820
Harlech Opening Night ITV  8.10
Morecambe and Wise BBC 8.10
Des O’Connor Show ITV  8.05
European Cup Final ITV  8.05
Piccadilly Palace ITV 7.90
Sherlock Holmes BBC 7.90
News At Ten ITV 7.90
Father Dear Father  ITV 7.85

* No 3 — Cliff Richard singing
‘Congratulations’ came a close second to
Spain’s winner ‘La La la’.

* No 13 — Starring Elizabeth Taylor and
Richard Burton plus a long list of eminent
Welsh performers.

* No 17 — A one-off variety show starring
Millicent Martin and Bruce Forsyth.

* No 18 — Peter Cushing was the hero and
Nigel Stock his partner Doctor Watson.

1968
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FIRST NIGHTS

Dad’s Army Falls In

Dad’s Army, British 1'V’s greatest team

comedy, first began its defence of

Walmington on Sea against the invading
FHun. Writers Jimmy Perry and David
Croft re-created a Home Guard plateon
defending a south coast town during the
Second World War invasion scare. The
local bank manager, butcher, undertaker
and greengrocer paraded at the church
hall for a weekly inspection. Archur
Lowe, John Le Mesurier, Clive Dunn,
Arnold Ridley, Ian Lavender, James Beck,
John Laurie — all were well established
character actors who blended beautifully
together and made the 1940s come alive.
Like all long running series it had its
catch phrases and regular comic devices.
Lavender’s Private Pike was always ‘a
stupid boy’, the Scot Frazer, alwavs a
pessimist, would claim ‘we’re doomed’,
the genteel sergeant was always polite on
parade ‘would you mind awtfully, falling
in?’ Clive Dunn’s ancient corporal was
always a beat behind everyone else shoul-
dering arms, and Godfrey was always
desperate to find the little boys’ room.

Please Sir, which has been called ITV’s
most successful comedy show, had an
uncertain start. LW was the new week-
end station and in its early days of
Autumn ’68 had a few problems - not
least collapsing viewing figures. Then in
October a new comedy series began about
a secondary modern school and ‘grim 5¢’,
a class of no-hopers and teenage delin-
quents. ITV regions outside London,
alarmed at the loss of viewers, were not
taking all of LW'T’s shows and Please Si

didn’t get the launch it may have
deserved. By the end of the first series in
December it was a hit and re-scheduled
for an immediate repeat after Christmas
in all regions on Sunday afternoons. So,
enter Bernard Iedges (played by John
Alderton) a fresh-faced teacher out to save
a class of delinquents and a TV station.

Nice Time gave the young Kenny
Everett and a university lecturer from
Warwick, Germaine Greer, their first
break in TV. They joined Jonathan
Routh in a half hour of controlled chaos.

[y

[

Max Robertson.

TeAseER ANSWERS

Amy Turtle, played by Ann George, who wasn’t the best actress in the world but had a
cult following for the ten years that she played the part of the Brummie busybody.
Susan Stranks, Tony Bastable and Pete Brady. Later presenters were Tommy Boyd,
Mick Robertson, Douglas Rae and Jenny Hanley.

3 Arthur Negus, who first appeared on Going For a Song, which was hosted by

xxxxxxxxxxx
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ASSOCIATED-REDIFFUSION

Harlech Opening Night was the on-
screen indication of the big changes
that ITV had been through in 1968.
In came London Weekend
Television, Yorkshire TV, Thames
TV and Harlech TV. Out went
Rediffusion, who as Associated-
Rediffusion were the first ITV
company to go on air in 1955, in
London. ABC lost its weekend fran-
chise in London and the Midlands
and the north, Granada lost its bit of
Yorkshire and TWW lost Wales and
the west of England. The changes
didn’t affect viewers that much, but
there were howls of protest at the loss
of Take Your Pick and Double
Your Money. ITV’s first and most
successful game shows, never out of
the charts for 13 years, were victims
of broadcasting politics.

Bernard Braden swapped channels and '
began Braden’s Week for the BBC.
Morecambe and Wise also swapped
sides to the BBC.

But ITV pulled off a coup and poached
one of the BBC’s top double acts —
Pinky and Perky, the puppet piglets.
The system of measuring TV audi-
ences was changed by ITV. A new
company placed electronic meters in
2,650 homes and measured the view-
ing habits of 7,790 people minute by
minute. This apparently small sample
was said to be representative of the
national viewing public.

Cadbury’s Milk Tray launched their
‘all because the lady loves Milk Tray’
campaign with actor Gary Myers
acting out a series of dangerous stunts
to deliver the box of chocolates.
Peter Sissons, I'TN’s reporter cover-
ing the Nigerian civil war in Biafra,
was machine gunned with his crew.
ITN flew a London surgeon out to
him, but the wound ended his days as
a foreign correspondent and he
became a studio presenter.
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Bring On the Girls

* The BBC gave four female singers
their own light entertainment shows that
year. This Is Petula Clark, featured our
Pet and her recent hit “The Other Man’s
Grass’, a song about envy, not marijuana.
Cilla Black’s springtime pop hit was ‘Step
Inside Love’ — her TV hit was simply
called Cilla. Scotland exported Moira
Anderson Sings, but there were no chart
singles for her to plug, only her long
tartan frocks. Lulu’s Back In Town.
Where she had been is not known, but
she was singing ‘I'm a Tiger’.

* The Goon Show came to ITV. In
August Thames TV re-united the stars
from BBC radio’s classic 50s hit for a TV
tale entitled A Tale of Men’s Shirts. Spike
Milligan, Harry Secombe and Peter
Sellers were there with the addition of John
Cleese to celebrate the show’s 21st birthday.
* Motorway was a documentary series
from Yorkshire TV which followed the
progress of the “Trans-Pennine Motor-
way’ — the M62. In 1968 Britain had 561
miles of motorway (in 1992 there are
1,800) and a tax disc cost a driver £25.

Holiday Time

After Christmas the commercial breaks
were full of holidays in the sun. Four of
the top five biggest advertising spenders
were holiday companies. A Butlins holi-
day would have cost £7.50 for a week of
‘Butlin’s Breakfast and Fun’. But the
habit of two weeks guaranteed sunshine
on the Costa Brava was catching on as
Government financial restrictions were
being eased.
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* The Forsyte Saga hit the charts a year
late. It had begun on BBC2 the previous
year and although a critical hit, not many
people could watch because they didn’t
have a telly that could pick up BBC2. The
repeat on BBC1 made it appointment
viewing in over seven million homes for
26 weeks. Susan Hampshire played Fleur,
and baby clinics were flooded with girls
called Fleur. Eric Porter became a TV
hate figure as Soames Forsyte after raping
Irene played by Nyree Dawn Porter.

* Not in Front of the Children starred
Wendy Craig and Paul Daneman as
Jennifer and Henry Corner in a family
comedy written by Richard Waring. This
was Wendy’s first ‘harassed mum’ sitcom
in which she dealt with the problems of
living with growing children - a role she
was to corner the market in.

* George and the Dragon were Sidney
James as George Russell and Peggy
Mount as Georgina Dragon. They
worked as domestics in the stately home
of a retired colonel played by John
Le Mesurier. The series was directed
by Shaun O’Riordan who had played
Peggy’s son Eddie in the hit comedy The
Larkins nine years earlier.

* Whicker’s World began and the
much imitated Alan Whicker set off on
his travels for Yorkshire TV.

* Jimmy Edwards hosted The Auction
Game, a new game show devised by
Bamber Gascoigne.

* The Avengers were back in the charts
with a new series, but Steed had a new
assistant — Emma Peel had gone. Diana
Rigg had joined in 1965 and made over
50 episodes. The new girl in Patrick
Macnee’s life was Linda Thorson as
Tara King who was to be the final
Avengers’ action girl for another 33
adventures until 1969 and the end of the
eight year run.

It was congratulations to Cliff Richard who
was making bis TV drama debut. In April be
played a suave young villain called Riley
manipulated by a gang of crooks in A
Matter of Diamonds. It was described as a
meatily dramatic role with some deeply
emotional love scenes. “The sort of character
is nothing like me and it gives a performer
plenty to work at,” Cliff said.

49
A list of the 20 top spending advertis-
ers for February show how little
buying habits have changed.
1 Oxo
2 Milk Marketing Board
3 Weetabix
4 Heinz Soups
5 Daily Mirror
6 Vim
7 Mackintosh Quality Street
8 Daz
9 Stork Margarine
10  Ambrosia Milk Pudding

11 Maxwell House Coffee
12 Galaxy Milk Chocolate
13 Rowntrees After Eight

14  Guinness

15 McVitie & Price Digestive
16  Supersoft Hairspray

17 Sunblest Bread

18  Australian Immigration

19  Colgate UltraBrite

20  Egg Marketing Board

A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

Drivewaﬁr To
Honey Lane

Programme makers had tried hospitals,
garages, factories, football teams and lots
of other backdrops for soap operas — now
the idea was the adventures of a driving
school. Driveway told the story of the
day-to-day dramas of Major Alan Brock
who uses his army gratuity to start a
school of motoring. The tea time series
went out twice a week on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, but by episode 16 there were
problems and Alan was trying to sell the
business. He must have succeeded
because the next Tuesday Honey Lane
was in the Driveway slot.

Honey Lane was the cut down version
of the hit drama series of the lives of those
who worked in the East End street Market
in Honey Lane. It had fallen on hard
times and ATV were now trying to boost
its popularity with a twice weekly format.
But after several changes in its transmis-
sion time, which saw the cockney series
run in the afternoons and late at night in
different ITV areas, the market finally
closed down in the following March after
six months in the soap business.

1968
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TOP TWENTY
Homes [millions]
1 Miss World 1969 BBC 10.55
2 Royal Variety ITV 9.15
3 In Loving Memory ITV 8.60
4 Coronation Street ITV 835
5 Benny Hill Show ITV 830
6 Max ITV 825§
7 The Dustbinmen ITV 825
8 Mr Digby Darling ITV 8.25
9 The Power Game ITV 8.20
10 Till Death Us Do Part BBC 8.15
11 Royal Family BBC 8.05
13 Please Sir ITV 8.00
14 This Is Your Life ITV 8.00
15 Two In Clover ITvV 7.75
o ol?:l:inght At BBC 7.75
17 The Best Things
Of Life ITV 7.75
18 Special Branch ITV 7.70
19 News At Ten ITV 7.65
20 Opportunity Knocks ITV  7.55

* No | — Miss World 1969 was Miss Austria
Eva Rueber Staier.

* No 12 - Lulu with ‘Boom Bang-A-Bang'
came joint first. It was a four-way draw with

France, Spain and Holland.

* No 17 — This was a sitcom starring Harry

H Corbett and June Whitfield, about a

couple that had been engaged for 11 years.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Royal TV Stars

The Royal family became television stars
in 1969 and they have probably been
regretting it ever since. 'The investiture of
the Prince of Wales at Caernarvon in July

was the excuse for a year of the ‘Royal
Windsor TV Show’.

Royal Family (11) was the record-break-
ing documentary that followed the family
through a year and viewers saw them off-
duty and relaxed - just like any other
family wich a film crew in their front
room. Richard Cawston and the BBC
crew shot the film, he was rewarded with
a personal honour from Her Majesty.
ITV repeated the documentary and also
had the rights to sell it abroad - it was
seen in 112 countries. The programme
was a watershed in Royal coverage. The
film had been seen by royal advisers as a
way of popularising the family at a time
when public interest was waning. In
retrospect, it may have created a demand
for royal news that the family could never
satisfy and taken away much of their
mystery as a very special family.

Before the investiture, Prince Charles,
the Prince of Wales, gave his first TV
interview to Brian Connell of ITV and
Cliff Michelmore from the BBC. The 20-
year-old student talked about: ‘his educa-
tion, his views on Welsh nationalism,
leisure interests and several other day to
day aspects of his life.” Because it was
shown simultaneously on both channels
the interview was the most watched
programme of the year.

Wynford Vaughan-Thomas, one of
the best known voices in Britain, was on
home territory to commentate at Caer-
narvon Castle. Coverage of the day’s
events took up four hours of the sched-
ules on Ist July, with recorded highlights
in the evening for another hour of the
pageantry designed by his brother-in-law
Lord Snowdon.

The Royal Variety Performance (2)
was also a special TV event - the first to
be broadcast in colour. The Queen, wear-
ing light blue, and the Duke of
Edinburgh, in black and white, watched
the usual line-up of stars like the colour-
ful Danny La Rue, Cilla Black — also in
blue — and Shari Lewis and her off-white
puppet Lamb Chop..

[

Magpie published The ABC of Space with
Peter Fairley the TV space expert. ‘T" was
for TV in Space: ‘The television camera
which American Lunarnauts use on the
Moon weighs seven and a quarter pounds
and has four lenses. It can take pictures in
near darkness and costs £200,000.’

—

In Loving Memory (3) concerned the
comings and goings — but mostly the
goings — of an undertaker’s business in a
1920s Lancashire mill town. As a comedy
series it must be unique. It killed off its
star in the first week (Jeremiah Unsworth
played by Freddie Jones). His widow Ivy
(Thora Hird) and dimwit nephew Billy
(Christopher Beeny) took over t’shop and
kept the business running, after a fashion.

There were a few worries about the
subject matter of the comedy. Was it in
bad taste? Can death be funny? Appar-
ently it was and viewers didn’t seem to
have any reservations. Five series were
made altogether. And with our Billy at
last getting wed, In Loving Memory
finally closed the lid in 1986.

The Dustbinmen (6) was a cult comedy
hit of the year. But real-life binmen were
not too happy with the series. Wareham
and Purbeck Rural Council’s dusties
complained: ‘We’re sick and tired of
being called “Heavy Brethin” or “Cheese
and Egg” and other nicknames in the
show.” A spokesman for Granada TV said
that Lancashire dustmen had watched the
pilot and loved it — and they were the
show’s advisers. But the production team
did have trouble finding a depot willing
to let them film the second series.

NEW
SERIES
o'
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A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

High Living For Castle Haven

Daytime TV took the plunge with two
new soap operas..

From Yorkshire TV came Castle Haven
— a large seaside Victorian house that had
been converted into flats. ‘It was a slice of
life without the sugar’ the producers said.
‘Future generations will refer to Castle
Haven when they wish to know what life
was like in the seventies.” Unfortunately
for future generations, the twice weekly
soap only lasted two years and all the
recordings have been wiped.

However, two of the residents did
survive and go on to greater things.
Gretchen Franklin to Fthel in East-
Enders and Kathy Staff to Last of the
Summer Wine.

High Living was the other tale about life
in a block of flats. This time it was life in
a Glasgow tower block. “The dramatised
stories concern the problems that develop
among the people who are learning to

live a little nearer the clouds,’ said
Scottish TV and they made over 200 of
the 15-minute dramas.

Tnews

* Europe’s highest TV mast, the 1,265
foot high Emley Moor transmitter in
Yorkshire, collapsed during a storm.
Ice collecting on the supporting
cables had done the damage and view-
ers in the new Yorkshire TV area lost
ITV for several weeks.

On 20th and 21st July TV schedules
were swept aside for Apollo 11 and
the moon landing. Michael Collins,
Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong were
the crew and at 02.56 GMT the
world watched Armstrong make his
first small step. James Burke and
Patrick Moore hosted the BBC cover-
age. On ITV David Frost injected a
lictle showbiz into the coverage with
Cilla Black, Lulu and Englebert
Humperdinck filling-in just in case
the viewers got bored.

* Colour TV came to both main chan-
nels (BBC1 and I'TV) in November.
However, only between one and two
percent of homes had a colour TV at
the time.

TV licences for black and white went
up to £6 — £11 for colour.

The Post Master General, John
Stonehouse, had the plate changed
outside his office. As the government
minister in charge of TV, he was now
to be called the Minister of Posts and
Telecommunications.

John Alderton, the teacher Bernard
Hedges in Please Sir, went back to his
old school, Kingston 1ligh School in
Hull, and met his old English master.
“Talented... but his mind tended to
wander’ said his 1954 school report.
His first school play was The Winslow
Boy. In his second play he played a
father of three boys and his teacher
said he looked like a natural.

News At Ten mounted a special
report on the Loch Ness Monster.
With underwater cameras, sonar, time
lapse cameras, divers and all the scien-
tific gear they could find, they spent
two weeks on location. At the end
Richard Lindley signed off with: ‘It
vou are there Nessie, all we can do is
congratulate you on evading our
attempts to find you.’
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* The Virginian was one of the few
westerns left on TV. James Drury starred
as the foreman of the Shilo Ranch and
Doug McLure played Trampas, one of
the hands. The theme of The Virginian
was how the urban east was destroying
the old west.

* The Fossett Saga wasn’t a misprint
for the Forsyte Saga, but was a comedy
show starring Jimmy Edwards. He played
a Victorian writer of penny dreadfuls
with more than a hint of Sherlock
Holmes in his character. With Sam Kydd
as his manservant, they attempted to
solve Gothic mysteries.

* Callan was more mystery-solving, but
with deadly purpose. Edward Woodward
played the hit-man in the very sordid
world of espionage doing dirty jobs
for British Secret Service. He had a
conscience but not that deep, for Callan
managed to go on operating for nearly six
years and over 50 episodes. Lonely was
his helper with a bad case of body odour
played by Russell Hunter.

* Who-Dun-It was a series of murder
mysteries set in the 1930s in the style of
Agatha Christie. The viewers were chal-
lenged to solve the murder at the end of
the second act when the detective would
summarise the evidence before he went
on to name the guilty party.

* The Troubleshooters followed on
from the other oil industry hit Mogul.
Ray Barrett was the jet-setting oil execu-
tive fixing mega-deals and keeping the
black gold flowing. The Troubleshooters
gained quite a reputation in the oil indus-
try for the uncanny accuracy of its plots.

Took's
TV TeAseRrs

1 Which pre-war radio detective
made a TV comeback ?

2 Inwhich comedy series did an Irish
and Jewish tailor work ?

3  Singer Gerry Dorsey had his own
show, what was it called ?
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Patrick Wymark had been a TV regular
for about ten years appearing in several
TV plays until the part of John Wilder
turned him into a TV star.

Gradually a 1963 series about an
aircraft factory — The Plane Makers —
became a story of board room battles
and was re-named The Power Game
with Wymark as the bullying entrepre-
neur. To millions of viewers Patrick
Wymark was John Wilder, but like most
actors he tried to keep clear of his char-
acter in real life.

‘As far as I was concerned it was a job,
of course [ liked the man, but he was not
me.” After five series he said goodbye to
the now Sir John, who was by then
running big corporations and challeng-
ing Government and Whitehall.

But the producers were anxious to
bring back the character. By 1969 he
was in the Foreign Office playing a
diplomat and globe-trotting fixer.
Thirteen more episodes were made but
with the death of Wymark in 1970 the
Power Game ended.

Patrick Wymark

TV comedians revealed their previous
careers to readers of TV Times:

¢ Jimmy Tarbuck — milkman, gardener’s
assistant, butcher’s boy and then an
apprentice hairdresser.

¢ Norman Wisdom - left school at 14 to
be an errand boy, page boy, cabin boy
then joined the army as a band boy.

* Sid James — went straight into showbiz
aged ten, then truck driver, coal loader,
boxer and ballroom dancer.

* Arthur Askey — worked as a £3 a week
clerk for eight years before turning pro.

* Tommy Cooper — an apprentice ship-
wright in Southampton then the army in
World War II.

* Max Bygraves — an apprentice carpen-
ter then the RAF in the War.

Opportunity Knocks

For over 20 years Hughie Green had
been plucking unknown performers
from obscurity and turning some of
them into stars. Hughie’s clapometer
and viewers’ votes made many house-
hold names and stars like; Les Dawson,
The Bachelors and Mary Hopkin.
Hughie’s last opportunity to showcase
new talent came in March 1978.

The BBC tried the formula as: Bob
Says Opportunity Knocks in 1987,
with Bob Monkhouse stepping into
Hughie’s shoes and heavily on his toes —
a complex court case ensued with a fight
over the show’s copyright.

appeared in 1937,

began his TV career in 1960.

TEASER ANSWERS

1 Paul Temple starred Francis Matthews as the elegant amateur detective who had first

2 Never Mind the Quality Feel the Width starred Joe Lynch as Patrick Kelly and John
Bluthal as Manny Cohen. It was written by Harry Driver who had been a tailor himself.
3 The Englebert Humperdink Show. Gerry Dorsey was his ariginal name when he

FIRST NIGHTS

Monty Python’s Flying Circus arrived
along with the Spanish Inquisition, the
Ministry of Silly Walks, a dead Norwe-
gian blue parrot and spam. The team of
Eric Idle, Michael Palin, John Cleese,
Graham Chapman and Terry Jones had
been maturing nicely on radio and TV
writing scripts and performing as individ-
uals or double acts. (A long running chil-
dren’s TV series Do Not Adjust Your
Set was something of a pilot for some of
the team.) Far from being an instant hit,
its late night slot and quirky scheduling,
and the antagonism of some BBC chiefs,
could have left it dead in the water. But
from the few after-the-pub fans who
loved Python, it spread wider into main-
stream TV viewing with its second and
third series. With its fourth series in 1972
simply called Monty Python the run
ended, although repeats on both the
BBC channels have kept it fresh in view-
ers’ minds.

Pot Black turned snooker from a little
minority sport into one of TV’s greatest
pulls. The brain-wave of a BBC producer
looking to exploit colour TV — perversely
the signature tune was the ‘Black and
White Rag’ — it was famous for one of
TV’s all-time gaffs: “For those watching
in black and white, the pink’s behind the

brown,” said a whispering commentator.

The Liver Birds starred Nerys IHughes
as Sandra and Polly James as Beryl in
the adventures of two Liverpool girls
sharing a flat. Carla Lane’s first hit, it
lasted until 1978.

The Wheel of Fortune was Michael
Miles’ come-back show. Take Your Pick
had been killed off the year before, now
Michael imported another American
format and dusted off his chums Bob
Danvers Walker, Alec Dane and Harold
Smart ac the organ. Although the ‘Yes-
No’ interlude was restricted to the show’s
warm-up in the studio.

Nationwide changed the teatimes of
millions of viewers. Michael Barratt
and Frank Bough were the best known
anchormen for the BBC’s regional link-
up news and current affairs show that
mixed the ludicrous with hard news.



New Life For ‘Life’

This Is Your Life (4) which began in the
US in 1952, was on the BBC until 1964.
In 1969, Eamonn Andrews brought it
back on Thames TV with Des O’Connor
as the first surprise subject. Eamonn died
in 1987 and the programme was expected
to die with him, but it was such a tremen-
dous ratings success that a replacement
presenter was found in Michael Aspel and
its success continued.

On the Buses (11) is perhaps LWT’s
biggest ever sitcom hit. Its route to the
top 20 began in February 1969. Writers
Chesney and Wolfe offered the idea to
the BBC, but it was rejected as not being
funny enough. Then Frank Muir of
LWT jumped on board the bus and the
rest is 'T'V history. Reg Varney got star
billing, but like many comedy hits it had a
team of solid characters and actors. Its
raw, aggressive, working class humour
sustained it through 60 episodes, and it

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

was voted top ITV show in the 1970 Sun
awards. The team and the formula
inevitably started to show signs of wear

and tear and the series finally failed its
MOT in April 1973.

Opportunity Knocks (18) was the all-
winners final in March and featured:
‘...yodeller Bill Gore, the nine-year-old
classical pianist Wolfgang Plagge and the
Black Abbots, a vocal and instrumental
group.” The drummer was Russ Abbot
and the band were Hughie Green’s
winners that year.

A Family At War (19) was Granada
TV’s most expensive and longest running
drama series to date. Twenty six episodes
of the wartime saga were made, initially
on a budget of £500,000 (in the nineties
that’s the budget for just one hour). The
family were the Ashtons of Liverpool.
The episode that made the year’s chart
was broadcast in November when the
story had reached January 1941.

: FIRST NIGHTS

Manhunt reconstructed war-time France
and the story of three resistance fighters
on the run from the Nazis. Each week
Alfred Lynch, Cyd ITayman and Peter
Barkworth just managed to escape from
the nasty Germans played by Philip
Madoc and Robert Hardy. As usual with
period dramas, viewers spotted slips in
historical accuracy: a real-life flying ace
mentioned as operational was actually a
PoWW at the time, a German officer wore

ook's
TV TeAseRrs

1  What was the name of the caretaker
in Please Sir ?

2 In what series did John Stride play
David Main ?

3 What was the name of the
American animator in Monty

Python ?

the wrong collar and Alfred Lynch’s
character said he had flown Spitfires, but
the squadron he mentioned in reality flew
only bombers.

The Six Wives of Henry VIII starred
Keith Michell. BBC costume drama at its
most lavish, it won awards for its sets,
costumes and actors. Among the wives

were Angela Pleasance, Annette Crosbie
and Elvi Hale.

Doomwatch, a drama which was years
before its time, discovered ‘Green Issues’
and threats to the environment. Its team
of heroes had a roving commission to
track down and punish any environ-
mental offenders. John Paul and Robert
Powell starred in the ‘Greenpeace with
teeth’ series.

Up Pompeii! was Frankie Howerd’s
biggest 'T'V hit. Based on the musical ‘A
Funny Thing Happened On the Way To
the Forum’ it was a cross between a
Roman soap and a Carry On film.
Howerd, as Lurcio the slave, narrated the
bawdy stories in his familiar style, wear-
ing a toga and sandals.

53
TOP TWENTY
Homes [millions]

1 Miss World 1970 BBC 10.6
2 Benny Hill Show ITV. 93
3 Eurovision Song Contest BBC 9.2
4 This Is Your Life ITV 89
5 Coronation Street ITV 89
6 News At Ten ITvV 87
7  Steptoe and Son BBC 8.7
8 Royal Variety BBC 85
9 Apollo 13 Splashdown ITV 83
10 Kate ITV 82
11 On the Buses ITV 82
12 633 Squadron BBC 8.2
13 News At Ten ITV 82
14 Max ITV 8.1
15 Morecambe and Wise

Prizewinners BBC 8.0
16 Please Sir! ITV 8.0
17 The Dustbinmen ITV 80
18 Opportunity Knocks ITV 7.9
19 A Family At War ITv 79
20 Callan ITvV. 78

* No 3 — Mary Hopkin sang ‘Knock Knock

Who's There’ and came second. The

winner was Dana for Ireland with ‘All Kinds

of Everything’.

* No 9 - The world watched the damaged
American spacecraft limp back from moon

orbit with its crew James Lovell, John

Swigert and Fred Haise.

* No 12 - A war movie about an RAF

Mosquito squadron starring George
Chakaris.

1970
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Elsie Gets Gty A
Married Again

Elsie Tanner, Pat Phoenix, had another
ring slipped on her finger. This time it
belonged to Alan Howerd, played by
Alan Browning. There was no fanfare
this time, just the brief TV Times listing
in July: “The Street gets a surprise.” Alan
and Elsie had crept away to the
Weatherfield Registry Office for the
ceremony and then it was back to the
Rovers for a celebration drink. In real
life the couple had a much more public
showbiz wedding. But life reflected art
and both marriages split up. Also
Browning, who had played an alcoholic
in the Street, was in reality an alcoholic
and died of liver disease in 1979.

For the second year running Eric Morecamnbe and Ernie Wise won the BAFTA award
for the best light entertainment programmie.

TEASER ANSWERS

1 Norman Potter, played by Derek Guyler, was the caretaker of Fenn Street.
The Main Chance, in which he played a thrusting young solicitor.
3 Terry Gilliam who went on to be a leading movie director.

Rupert Davies, who played Maigret y
for many years, came back from
France with a souvenir. He picked ‘
up one of the black Citroens used
in the series for just £40 and set ‘
‘ about restoring it to concourse
condition.

N B

7‘ 1

i * Channel TV celebrated the 25th
anniversary of the liberation of the
Channel Islands in 1945 with a docu-
mentary called the Bitter Years which
looked at the experiences of the only
part of the British Isles to be occupied
by the Nazis in World War IL

* Hughie Green went to Butlins for
Opportunity Knocks and remem-
bered some of the TV stars who
had been Butlins’ redcoats: Dave Allen,
Clinton Ford, Des (¥Connor, Ted
Rogers, Jimmy Tarbuck, Freddie
Davies.

* Among the advertisements for well
known British TV makers like Pye,
Cossor, Ekco, Bush, Murphy and
GEC, names like National Panasonic,
Sony and Mitsubishi began to creep in, |
trade marks that would eventually l
overtake the British TV industry in ‘
sales and production.

L S = —
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* The Lovers saw Geoffrey desperately
trying to get his evil way with Beryl; she
repelled his every stratagem and attack,
against the trend of those permissive
times. Richard Beckinsale and Paula
Wilcox starred in this major comedy
success. As with many TV hits, the
memory plays tricks on their longevity.
Only two series were made — 13 shows in
all in ’70 and '71.

e A Man Called Ironside starred
Raymond Burr as a San Francisco chief of
detectives. In the opening pilot TV movie
he was shot and confined to a wheelchair.
But he kept on crime busting for another
180 episodes with Dan Golloway and
Barbara Anderson as his aides.

¢ Take Three Girls was a drama series
on the lives of three girls living in bed-sit
land. It starred Lisa Goddard, Susan
Jameson and Angela Down. The theme
tune ‘Late Flight' was a hit for the folk
group Pentangle.

¢ Girls About Town starred Denise
Coffey and Julie Stevens as bored house-
wives. The comedy took a very short step
into feminist humour as the two women
sought to assert themselves and find new
excitement in their lives.

¢ Doctor In the House was one of the
Doctor series: Doctor At Sea, Doctor
On the Go and Doctor At Large. They
were based on the Richard Gordon books
and became one of LWT’s biggest hits.

N John Alderton

John Alderton, teacher Bernard Hedges
in Please Sir!, was celebrating in 1970.
The awful pupils of class 5S¢ were finally
graduating (most of the actors playing
them were well into their 20s by then).
I1e married his TV fiancee Penny
Wheeler, Jill Kerman, in a Christmas
special edition and in real life married
actress Pauline Collins. Alderton hoped
that with 5c’s graduation he would be
able to wave goodbye to Bernard Hedges,
but LW'T had other plans. Rather than
lose such a ratings success, they followed
S5c into the world of work and created
the Fenn Street Gang. A new class of
kids was brought in at the school and
LW persuaded Alderton to do some
guest spots as [Hedges in the new series.

i

April 25

L SO e i ek 2

The run began in 1969 and ended five
years later after 90 episodes and starred
Barry Evans and George Layton as the
young doctors.

* For the Love of Ada, starring the
wonderful Irene [{andl and Wilfred
Pickles, proved that love, like youth, was
wasted on the young. They were a pair of
pensioners who met in a cemetery and fell
in love. Complications ensued as their
families were horrified at the thought of
geriatric naughtiness.

L

SPAM

good News at Ten

This week's TV snack

W\
@rn";&‘tmﬂ-')
LUMBERJACK BIE ==
To serve 4 poople. [About 1Bpper porhon) .}:. &\/
1201 con SPAM g 4
16 01 conboked besn. 7 %
Sazchoese. (s
G SPAM into small b o wth )
201 grosed cheese and cook of 420°T (gasno. 7)for
20 mirnses, [, Prapocosion §
eme 30 minutes. &

T'ry this for a TV tume snack - Lum-
berjack Pie. The recipe called for spam,
baked beans, instant mash and 50z of
cheese, only 18 pence a portion.
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(news

The BBC ran a series of Louis Malle
documentaries about India, which
upset the Indian government who
threatened the Beeb with censorship.
The BBC closed its India office rather
than submit.

From reading it to making it — Ex-
ITN newsreader Chris Chataway was
appointed Minister of Posts and
Telecommunications in the new
Conservative Government.

The BBC sold over 8,000 hours of
programmes abroad and received £2.5
million back. Dr Finlay’s Casebook
was exported to Yugoslavia,
Civilisation to Japan and Monty
Python to Nigeria. Auntie was partic-
ularly successful in Australia; 21% of
ABC’s programmes were the BBC's.
LWT bravely screened the late night
series Family Planning. But it was
only for the sophisticated viewers

of London.

George Cole in a saucy bedroom
scene with Dawn Addams, sparked off
protests about TV nudity in an
Armchair Theatre play A Room

In Town. It was a comedy about
adultery and infidelity, but one viewer
complained that there was nothing
funny about adultery, ‘I just cannot
understand why actors and actresses
take part in such sordid rubbish.’

In the days of long hair for men, Mrs
Westgate of Southampton
complained to TV Times about the
Cambridge team on University
Challenge: ‘I missed the introduction
and could not be sure whether I was
looking at boys and girls — or girls
and boys. How nicely masculine the
other team looked though.’
Coronation Street celebrated its
1,000th episode and Granada TV
announced that it was opening the
Street to the public and joining the
stately home set. It was opened over
August Bank Holiday and the
entrance fees went to charity.

The Prime Minister Edward Heath
featured in TV coverage of Cowes
Week at the helm of his £7,000 glass
fibre sloop Morning Cloud.

1970
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* No 2 — Won that year by Miss Brazil

1971

TOP TWENTY

Homes [millions]

Benny Hill Show
Miss World 1971

Boxing: Clay v Frazier

Royal Variety

Performance

Bless This House
This Is Your Life
Speaking of Murder
A Family At War
Frankie Howerd
Coronation Street

Eurovision Song
Contest

On the Buses

The Persuaders
Nearest and Dearest
Man At the Top
Carry On Christmas
For the Love of Ada
News At Ten

Dixon of Dock Green

Sports Night With

leman

Lucia Tavares Petterle.

R E 2

43333338 3333333

(@)

@)

9.9
9.6
9.6

9.1
8.9
8.8
8.7
8.6
8.6
8.5

8.5
8.5
8.5
8.3
8.2
8.1
8.0
7.9
7.8

7.8

* No 3 - Joe Frazier beat Cassius Clay at
Madison Square Garden to retain his World
Heavyweight ttle.

* No 7 - A play starring John Gregson and
Jill Bennett, a tale of jealousy in a domestic
love triangle.
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Carry On Sid

Sid James starred in two of the year’s top
rating shows.

Bless This House (5) was a classic in
the tradition of formula family sitcoms.
Take a mum and dad, add two bolshie
teenage kids, a kitchen, bedroom and
sitting room that must have a sofa, sprin-
kle with some aspects of sex, the genera-
tion gap and a lot of misunderstandings
and you have a hit, in theory. The Abbott
family was: Sid played by Sid James,
Diana Coupland as Jean, Sally Geeson as
daughter Sally and Robin Stuart, son
Mike. In its first series it became an estab-
lished hit and ran for another five years.

Sid was equally at home in Carry On
Christmas (16). Along with most of the
movie Carry On team, and with Talbot
Rothwell as writer, they re-worked ‘A
Christmas Carol’. Where Charles
Dickens would have put Frankie Howerd
in a lurex dress in his script, only the
ghost of Christmas past would know.

The Persuaders (13) was the top crime
series and TV’s most expensive to date at
£100,000 per episode. Tony Curtis and
Roger Moore played two globe-trotting
adventurers who fought crime where

BLESS THIS HOUSE ...
-

SIDNEY JAMES

DIANA COUPLAND

ROBIN STEWART

SALLY GEESON in

The Generation Gap

BY VINCE POWELL AND HARRY DRIVER
with Gay Soper
Ladies and gentlemen : we give you the
Abbott family. Just another group of
people who find themselves — unfor.
tunately, they sometimes think - re-
lated and, st the same dme, divided by
that ever-present generstion gap. Io
the chair at the top of the table, there
is Sid: fsther, breadwinner and 2
represenmative for s stationery firm.
Sid’s interests in life are alphabetical —
Ale, Birds and Chelses. He likes to
think be is with it, but, in fact, he
wouldn’t know it if he saw it!

Then therc’s Jean, Sid’s wifc, enjoying
the constant battle of the sexes, par-
ticularly as she usually wins. Joining in,
and often starting the confusion, are
Sid and Jean's offspring, Mikc and
Sally.

Mike’s just left college, but he's far 100

Meet the Abbott family: Robim
Stewart, Sally and seated,
Diana Coupland, Sidoey James.

occasional moments of veiled hostility
and open warfure., In short, an average

3 " family,

busy straightening out the affairs of the N N

5 . Sid Abbout Si James
world o bother sbout finding & job.  SiaAvbort Dins e
Sally’s in ber last year at grammar Mike Abbort Robin Stewart
school and is Daddy’s litde girl—or so Sally Abborr Sally Geeson
Daddy thinks . . . Angela Gay Soper
The Abbn faily v in o s o SESONpm cnmoon:
perpetual turmoil, varying berween STEWART

hvsterical neutralitv. nunctusted with Thasas Taloesvion Bondeneinm

normal legal channels had failed. Not the
two most expressive actors in the world,
the stars seemed to romp through the 24
episodes with their tongues set firmly in
their cheeks.

Man At the Top (15) picked up the life
of Joe Lampton whom we had last seen in
the film Life At the Top, with Laurence
Harvey as the get-on-at-all-costs nasty
piece of work. Kenneth Haigh became
the man TV viewers loved to hate. Zena
Walker played his long suffering wife.

The Benny Hill Show

Benny Hill was television’s most success-
ful comedian. The Benny Hill Show
began in 1955 and he was the first variety
performer to make real use of television
techniques rather than just doing his
stage act on TV. It began to mixed
reviews: ‘Benny wasted most of his
talents on worthless stuff’; “The show
was patchy and lacked cohesion’; ‘Benny
had little new to offer’. Who cares about
critics — the viewers wanted more.

In 1970 he joined Thames TV for a
series of one hour specials. As usual he
wrote all the material, songs and sketches
along with his now regular cast of
‘extras’, including ‘Hill’s Angels’ - a
group of lovelies that Benny spent a lot
of time leering at and chasing. Henry
McGee his long-standing straightman,
Bob Todd, of the rubber face, and Jack
Wright as the the thin little old codger,
were his regular support with Jennie Lee
Wright providing the glamour.

His top TV show was mirrored by a
number one in the pop charts. ‘Ernie - The
Fastest Milk-man In the West’ was the
Christmas hit that year and was in the
charts for 17 weeks.

In 1979 Thames re-edited his shows for
the US where they were a huge success. For
many Americans, Benny Hill was England.

But the sexual innuendo and sauciness
of his comedy began to embarrass
Thames TV. Although there was little
sign of his popularity waning with view-
ers, the TV bosses felt the show was old-
fashioned. In 1989 Thames refused to
renew his contract and after 34 years his
show came to an end. Benny died in
April 1992 still loved by the viewers.

'Actress Coral Atkins, who starred as]
Sheila Ashton in the series A Family At/
War, gave up acting to start a home for!

| mentally disturbed children. J

|




FIRST NIGHTS

Sale of the Century, with Nicholas
Parsons, first came to the screen in the
Anglia region in 1971. Later, on the
network, it proved to be one of I'TV’s
biggest game show hits.

Answer the question, win some money
and bid for the discounted prizes... ‘If you
can’t resist a bargain — you can’t resist
Sale of the Century .. A fridge for £3.75;
a holiday for two for £15." But it got a
slap on the wrist from the ITA. The
spoilsport TV watchdogs thought the
quiz ‘gloated over the high value of its
prizes too much’ and told them to tone
it down. But can you tone down Nicholas
Parsons? Then as now the nation was
divided: like these letters from the
Daily Mirror: ‘Sate of the Century is an
excellent programme, but Nicholas
Parsons makes me squirm’ wrote
Vivienne [Holmes of Northolt, but from
Mrs Lacey of Caversham: ‘I only watch to
see and hear Nicholas Parsons. [ just love
that man.’

Sesame Street arrived from the US. It
was rejected by the BBC as being of little
educational value. But I'TV didn’t exactly
snap it up, only three regions ran it for a
trial 13 wecks up to Christmas. It has now

‘new
sensanonalf

The b‘g screen

n your own home
Fantastic breakthrough in television viewing
Enlarges the picture size by up to 8™

Reduces glare and distortion
ideal for chuldren and tired eyes

From this To this

Do you watch TV N
3t the wrong ime of day

when your eyes are tired?
Telarama takes away the strain

The Best Way fo VIew W

- e - _—_———qs-ndl\(lln\tv
Send to Dept $1,CIS.

40 Southwick St London W2 Tei 01-402 4633
1 would like further details on Telarama

' Television engineers who
came 10 nsiall my new
colour set were quite
Name surprised by the quaity.
clarity and magnification
Address I {was able to get with
Telarama

M Storey, Luton Beds

the size ot my TV i

Big screen TV came early with new sensa-
tional Telerama: “The big screen in your own
bome. Fantastic breakthrough in TV view-
ing. Enlarges picture by up to eight inches’
said the ad.
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been helping millions of toddlers with
their numbers and letters for over 20
years. It also launched Kermit the Frog
and The Muppets into stardom with
their creators Jim Ienson and Frank Oz.

The Two Ronnies also began another
marathon run, which ended in 1988.
Ronnie Barker and Ronnie Corbertt’s
names provided the title, their glasses
gave it the logo. Their comedy was of the
British sea-side tradition of double
entendres, spoonerisms, wordplay and
disguised bawdiness. The show started
with the two behind desks reading
joke news items and was followed by
sketches, a guest singer, a big production
number and ended back at the desk
with the equivalent of the ‘...and finally’
from News At Ten. And the immortal:
‘It’s goodbye from me... and it’s goodbye
from him.’

Michael Parkinson began his marathon
chat show Parkinson. Ile became the
longest running chat show host on British

The Doctors Retire

Once again a BBC attempt wo find the
right formula for success with a twice
weekly soap opera. After buoy making,
magazines, football and new town fami-
lies, how about medicine? Dr Kildare,
Ben Casey and Emergency Ward Ten
had shown that doctors pull audiences,
so The Doctors was set in a busy north
London group practice with Justine
Lord, then described as ‘the sexiest
woman on TV’, as Dr Liz McNeil. Top
writers like Fay Weldon and Elaine
Morgan produced story lines covering
topics of current medical and social
concern. It only lasted nine months.
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TV, and didn’t quit until 1982 after over
1,000 guests had been interviewed. Peter
Ustinov was his favourite guest. His least
favourite was Rod Hull’s Emu who
more than perturbed the imperturbable
Parkie by attacking his naughty bits and
wrestling him to the ground.

Bruce Forsyth and the Generation
Game completed the trio of BBC long
runners. With Anthea Redfern, who
Bruce had met at a Miss Lovely Legs
competition and who later became his
second wife, they ran the updated version
of Beat the Clock with puzzles, games
and embarrassment for six years. Larry
Grayson took over with Isla St Clair until
the run ended in 1981. But Brucie hadn’t
finished with the Game, he brought it
back ten years later.

Took's
TV TeAsERs

1  Name The Goodies.

2 What was Beryl’s pet name for
Geoffrey in The Lovers ?

3 What was the late night Saturday
ITV arts show ?

1971
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Old Rocking Chair’s
Got Iﬁm

* Val Doonican, the nicest of TV stars,
made rocking chairs, pullovers and Paddy
McGinty’s goat national institutions.
This was Val’s first I'TV series after ten
years with the BBC. His contract was for

40 YEARS OF BRIT{SH TELEVISION

a million pounds over five years plus an
airing for his show in the US. T'o bolster
his American appeal a big American star
would jump on a plane cach week ~ do a
guest spot in London with Val - then
jump back on the plane again. But the
audience figures were disappointing — the
BBC had scheduled the crime series
Ironside against it. Five years later, after
a not very happy time with I'TV, Val
headed back to the Beeh where he stayed
until 1986, when he finally laid up his
rocking chair.

* Budgie was Adam Faith’s big TV
acting break. ‘Ile plays a petty criminal
whose dream is gettng rich quick but he’s
a born loser. Iis wife has left him and his
girlfriend’s had a baby’ ran the listing.

* Dear Mother... Love Albert saw
Rodney Bewes leaving home and entering
a bit of a fantasy world. But he found
reality by getting engaged to Doreen
Bissel, ptayed by Liz Gebhart who was
also the adoring Maureen in Please Sir!

* The Comedians established the TV
careers of a lot of new comics. Tom
(’Connor, Mike Reid, Jim Bowen and
Charlie Williams are just some of the
names that sprung from the joke-a-
minute quick fire format.

* Ilughie Green had The Sky’s the
Limit. Not a million miles from his axed
show Double Your Money it had chirpy
little Monica Rose and instead of winning
money, contestants could win 21,000
miles of travel plus spending money.

* Cilla Black had her own show — in
colour. The first in the series featured a
sketch with Frankie Howerd and their
version of Romeo and Juliet.

The Red Cross

L.‘s:"ti::: ‘.V::::'hm ”[/['0 ?I'”I()S

(WVnews

* The Open University began trans-
mitting its TV programmes. Insomn-
iacs and early risers could watch:
Man’s Religious Quest, Engineering
Mechanics: Solids and Fluids and
Mass Communications and Society,
presented by a man in a kipper te,
with a Zappata moustache and very
long hair for years as the courses were
repeated and repeated.

The BBC opened its Pebble Mill
studios in Birmingham and used its
foyer for Pebble Mill At One. Any
writer, actor or pop star with some-
thing to plug was chatted to by the likes
of Donny McLeod and Marion Foster.

* Rupert Murdoch’s first sally into TV
was halted by the IBA. He had ridden
to the rescue of the ailing London
Weekend Television because their
new approach to TV, which had so
pleased the IBA, had been losing them
viewers and money since it launched
in 1968. Murdoch was asked to choose
between his stake in television and his
newspapers. He chose newspapers —
for a while.

* Princess Anne won the Sport’s
Personality of the Year Award for her
horse riding successes. She was also
the subject of a Blue Peter Royal
Safari special following her working
with Save the Children in Africa.

* Coca Cola launched the commercial
I'd Like To Buy the World a Coke.

TeAseER ANSWERS
1 Tim Brooke-Taylor, Bill Oddie and Graeme Garden.
2 Beryl, played by Paula Wilcox, called him ‘Geoffrey Bobbles Bom Bom’.
3 Aquarius with its theme taken from the musical ‘Hair’, hosted by Humphrey Burton.

The song was released as the single
‘T'd Like To Teach the World To
Sing’ by the New Seekers and went to
number one.

¢ Sandra Gough, who played Irma
Barlow in Coronation Street, was
dropped from the series in December.
She had played the part for over five
years and said it was driving her mad.

* TV technicians at Yorkshire TV went
on strike. Viewers tuning in for News
At Ten saw nothing but a handwrit-
ten notice saying: ‘Yorkshire TV have
threatened to sack us. We are going
on strike. Goodnight.’

* News At Ten passed its 1,000th
edition in May, of those, 632 had
been in the week’s top 20.

* The ban on showing toilet bowls in
commercials was finally lifted. Up to
then the rule had been: ‘...a toilet
cleanser may be shown on a bathroom
window ledge or being above the
actual toilet, but this should not reveal
any part of the toilet itself.’
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Right-Wingers Rule OK

There were three television bigots in
close competition for the bad taste of the
year award.

Albert Steptoe, in Steptoe and Son (4),
then in its tenth year, wasn’t exactly
renowned for his liberal views and was
always embarrassing the more radical
Harold with his sexism, racism and right
wing politics.

Love Thy Neighbour (5) had Eddie
Booth, played by Jack Smethurst as a
suburban bigot who sees a black family
move in next door. Rudolph Walker and
Nina Baden-Semper were the Afro-
Caribbean neighbours on the receiving
end of Booth’s overt racism. The commu-
nity relations industry attacked the
programme for reinforcing prejudice
rather than undermining it with comedy.
But the viewers loved it and they turned it
into a regular number one hit for Thames
TV which ran for four years.

In Till Death Us Do Part (6), first seen
in 1965, Alf Garnett was 'T'V’s archetypal
opinionated monster. Again, Johnny
Speight’s words were supposed to expose
prejudice and reactionary views with
comedy — well that was the defence for
Alf’s tirades against ‘coons’, ‘darkies’,
‘Jews’, ‘paddies’.... But it’s no secret that
for a lot of viewers the subtlety of that
argument was lost — they just thought it
was very funny.

Coronation Street (7) received a boost
to its viewing figures with the wedding in

Took's
TV TeAasers

1  What business were The Brothers
in?

2 What Yorkshire ‘village’ is
Emmerdale Farm in ?

3 Children's TV got its first news
programine, what was it called ?

April of Emily Nugent, Eileen Derby-
shire, to Ernie Bishop, Stephen Hancock.
Poor Emily, the Street’s spinster, had had
problems with affairs of the heart before,
but she and Ernest would live happily
ever after, that is until his death did them
part — he was shot by robbers at Mike
Baldwin’s factory in 1978.

For A Family At War (8) the war is over.
VE night has been celebrated, a new
Labour Government elected, evacuees
have returned to Liverpool and it’s
December 1945. In the last episode of the
series, the Briggs and Ashton families
were together on Christmas Day looking
forward to a world at peace.

9.10_ Public Eye

The first of & new serics
sranane

BURKE
ai Fronk Mevker
>
All For a Couple

o8
Y ROOIR MARRALL
CATY D4 ORDER OF APFLARANCE
Sp. Jorst Edward Erman
onrtable Clayton . Stastey Waksh
onsrable Smith .. Chriotogher Coll
Ackmd Bermrd Galdmen
Vaderie Stone Pasding Mure
Joey Sreme Jack Sencthars
Marker Alired Berke
Det.Cou. Roberes  Richard Owens
Det-Sqr. Lewh pye
Inpecior Gramt Erneet Clark.
Duck Some Grilieh Devies.
Wilkiams Arts Merria
Toddy Richard Kie
Ser Barnes Jutian Strwege

Marker, the
Downbeat Detective

For ten TV years Alfred Burke was Frank
Marker - Public Eye. Not for him the
glamorous globe trotting and exotic loca-
tions of other crime fighters, no exotic
assistant or trusty side-kick. And not for
him the cosy relations with the local
coppers. At the end of one series he was
done for possession of stolen property
and went to prison.

Burke was 46 when the series began in
January 1965 and was chosen for the part
because he didn’t look like a private
detective. Unlike most actors involved in
a long run, Burke didn’t knock the TV
image that had brought him fame.

Marker took on his last and 87th case
in 1975 — ‘Unlucky For Some’ - and
hung up his dirty raincoat for good.

Alastair Burnet said goodbye to I'TN
after coverage of the US presidential
elections. He joined the BBC’s
Panorama for two years, but later re-
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TOP TWENTY
Homes [millions]

. gou;otgiion b BBC 9.1
2 This Is Your Life ITV. 8.9
3 Miss World 1972 BBC 8.8
4  Steptoe and Son BBC 8.4
5 Love Thy Neighbour TTV 84
6 Till Death Us Do Part BBC 83
7 Coronation Street ITV 83
8 A Family At War ITV. 82
9 Public Eye ITV 82
10 Opportunity Knocks ITV 8.2
11 Benny Hill Show ITV 8.1
12 On the Buses ITV 8.1
13 The Strauss Family  ITV 8.1
14 Suspicion ITV 8.1
15 Bless This House ITV 8.1
16 News At Ten ITV. 79
17 The Persuaders ITvV. 78
18 Football: England v

West Germany BBC 7.8
19 Nine O’Clock News BBC 7.8
20 Carry On Christmas ITV 7.7

® No | - The New Seekers came second
with ‘Beg, Steal Or Borrow’.

* No 13 - The sto

of the waltzing

Johanns. Eric Woolfe and Stuart Wilson
played father and son.

* No 14 — A series of plays on the theme of
jealousy. This starred Tan Hendry and
Alexandra Bastedo as a young wife taunting
her middle aged hushand.

1972
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- FIRSTNIGHTS _________________| A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

Rainbow, I'TV’s most successful tiny tots
TV show arrived. It emerged from a
search for a British alternative to Sesame
Street and was designed as instructive
play for tots not able to go to playschool
or playgroups. The first presenters were
David Cook and Bungle the Bear, a sort
of giant glove puppet but with a human
being inside, and Zippy the Martian.
Geoffrey Hayes and George, the pink
Hippo, joined the team in 1974.

Shut That Door was not another prison
yarn but was Larry Grayson’s showcase
where he asked the viewers to: ‘make
yourself at home for a gay evening... pull
up a chair and let’s unwrap that surprise
package... with everyone doing their
own thing’

The Adventures of Black Beauty was
one of the few children’s programmes to
ever get into the week’s top 20, which it
did in September after two episodes. Ted
Willis took the characters from Anna
Sewell’s original books and wove some
new characters into the story of the girl
and her horse.

Judy Bowker was the original owner
and Stacy Dorning took over in later
series. ‘Black Jet’ played Black Beauty in
the original series and he was also the
original horse in the long-running
Lloyd’s Bank black horse commercials.

Mastermind began its mind-boggling
run. It must be the only TV programme
that ever made an executive chair into a
star. ‘I’ve started, so I'll finish...” became
Magnus Magnusson’s catch phrase and
Fred Housego, a London cabbie, is the
best-remembered winner. He became a
minor TV celebrity and presenter after
his win in 1977.

Colditz, the story of the German
fortress turned into a prisoner of war
camp, was one of the BBC’s most
successful drama series. British stiff
upper lip officers were played by David
McCallum, Jack Hedley and Christopher
Neame and the nasty Nazi officers by
Anthony Valentine and Bernard Hepton.
Robert Wagner played an American pris-
oner who helped the escapees and the
programme sales in the United States.

over their father’s inheritance.
2 ‘Beckindale’.

TeAseER ANSWERS

1 They were in the road haulage business. The brothers were three sons who fought

3 John Craven’s Newsround, the first news programme to be named after its presenter.

There’s Trouble
On Farm

Three new soap operas came to daytime
television. General Hospital, an updated
version of Ward Ten, Harriet’s Back
In Town, starring Pauline Yates as a
newly divorced middle aged woman and
Emmerdale Farm.

Emmerdale Farm, the sole survivor, was
Yorkshire’s answer to The Archers - a
twice weekly story of the Sugden family
and their farm in the Dales. After the first
series Yorkshire TV were forced to aban-
don their location as the local residents
were getting fed up with rubber neckers.
They found another village which they
desperately tried to keep secret, but
Esholt is now a tourist attraction and
thousands of visitors stop for a drink
in the Woolpack, in real life the
Commercial Inn. In the best soap tradi-
tion Emmerdale has had its murders,
divorces, extra-marital sex, disasters and
even the threat of a nuclear dump. Annie
Sugden, played by Sheila Mercier, along
with Frazer Hines, Joe Sugden, are the
only two original cast members to take
the Farm into its 20th season, although
the word ‘Farm’ has been dropped to
give the show a wider, more up-to-
date appeal.

The success of the spin-off movie On
the Buses led to a stampede of other
| TV sitcoms into the film studios. Bless
| This House, Never Mind the Quality
Feel the Width, Nearest and Dearest,
The Garnett Saga, Dad’s Army and
Steptoe and Son were just some of the
20 television series that were made
into movies.




Daytime Dawns

On 19th January 1972 Christopher
Chataway, the Minister of Posts and
Telecommunications announced in
Parliament that he would no longer exer-
cise his powers under section 17 of the
Television Act 196+. That meant the end
of government controls on the hours TV
was allowed to broadcast.

Probably not since the launch of TTV
in 1955 have so many new shows hit the
screen in one week. Nineteen new shows
and 20 more hours of viewing time for
housewives, children, pensioners, the
sick, disabled and shift workers. The
whole mix of T'V was there; news and
current affairs, soaps, quizzes, comedy,
films, a cornucopia of telly goodies.

Sitcoms of families in all shapes and sizes
became hits this year.

* My Wife Next Door concerned a
newly divorced couple who, unknown to
each other, buy country cottages — next
door to each other. John Alderton and
IHannah Gordon starred as the couple
with the same milkiman.

* And Mother Makes Three starred
Wendy Craig as the single parent strug-
gling to bring up two teenage boys. Some
of the scripts were co-written by Carla
Lane, the writer of a later hit for Wendy;
Butterflies, which again saw her strug-
gling with two teenage sons.

* Keep It In The Family had problems
with ageing parents rather than teenage
sons. The Bannisters had bis mother and
ber father living under the same roof -
literally. for Jack Haigh, who played the
old man, was forced into the attic by his
son-in-law’s mother, Joyce Grant.

* My Good Woman saw Leslic Crow-
ther married to Sylvia Syms who was a
whirlwind charity worker leaving her
husband in the wake of her good works.
Mother-in-law jokes were plentiful.

* Dora Bryan starred in Dora as another
single parent bringing up her son. This
time the hard-up widow is forced into a
variety of schemes and jobs to raise
money and laughs.

* His and Hers had Barbara Murray
playing a jet-set executive wife whose
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* In February power cuts meant the
telly went off in many homes and it
was an early bedtime for viewers
following the Heath Government’s
confrontation with the striking
miners.

The ‘British Invasion of American

TV, as the US media called it, began.

Alistair Cooke’s documentary series

America was sold back to the US,

Glenda Jackson’s Elizabeth R won

five US TV Emmy Awards. And The

Wives of Henry VIII was shown

twice on US networks.

* It was estimated that over one million
people were not paying their TV
licence and a national campaign was
launched to find them and make them

pay up.

* The Independent Television
Authority - ITA - changed its name
to the IBA — The Independent
Broadcasting Authority - after the

y Feldman helped by Sprh

Government had given it responsibil-
ity for the new independent local
radio stations.

Marty Feldman won the Golden Rose

of Montreux for a compilation of the

best bits from his ATV series the

Marty Feldman Comedy Machine.

* 24 Hours, the BBC’s long running
current affairs programme was
dropped after seven years and 1,695
editions, but to compensate,
Nationwide was extended from three
to five nights a week.

* The Munich Olympics, from which
the BBC had planned to show 170
hours of sport covered by 16
commentators, was stormed by Arab
Guerrillas and the coverage switched
to watching the siege and gun battle
which killed all the hostages and
gunmen.

* Britain’s first cable TV station
opened in Greenwich covering 9,000
homes. In 1992 it was available to
1.5 million homes.

husband, Ronald Lewis, reverses roles and
stays at home to be the househusband.
But it wasn’t that revolutionary, he was a
freelance writer working at home even if
he did put a pinny on now and again.

* Father, Dear Father starred Patrick
Cargill as a single parent bringing up two
teenage daughters — Natasha Pyne and
Ann Ilolloway. Noel Dyson played nanny
to the whole family.

1972
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TOP TWENTY

Homes [millions]

Eurovision Song
Contest

Benny Hill Show
This Is Your Life
World Cup Football
Miss World

Love Thy Neighbour
Colditz

Coronation Street
Bless This House

My Good Woman

And Mother Makes
Three

Public Eye
International Boxing
Special Branch

Cilla

Morecambe and Wise
Opportunity Knocks

Some Mothers Do
’Ave 'Em

Love Story
Van Der Valk

BBC
ITv
ITv
ITv
BBC
ITvV
BBC
ITvV

ITvV

ITv

ITvV
ITvV
BBC
BBC

BBC
ITvV

* No 1 - It’s number two again for Clift
Richard singing ‘Power To All Our Friends.’

* No 4 - In the World Cup qualifier
England drew 1-1 with Poland at Wembley
and failed to make the finals.

9.8
9.2
9.1
9.0
8.8
8.6
8.4
8.3
8.2
8.1

8.1
8.1
8.0
8.0
79
7.9
79

79
7.8
7.8

* No 5 - Miss USA Marjorie Wallace won.

* No 13 —~ Muhammad Ali fought Joe Bugner
over 12 rounds in Las Vegas. He won.
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Special Coppers

Special Branch (14) had been a regular
top 20 entry in the cops and robbers cate-
gory since it began in September '69. For
women, dimple-chinned Patrick Mower
as laggerty was the main reason for the
popularity of the series. By the third vear
Haggerty had gone and George Scwell,
DCI Craven, was the new head of
Scotland Yard’s SB Division. However,
viewers missed Mower and he came back
to the series later in the year. This was
the first production of the Thames TV
off-shoot, Fuston Films, makers of The
Sweeney and Minder.

=

Some Mothers Do 'Ave 'Em (17) had
Michael Crawford making his 1TV sitcom
debut. On the face of it his accident prone
Jonah of a character was way over the top,
but it worked. With Michelle Dotrice as
his long suffering partner, cach cpisode
featured a carefully chorcographed disas-
ter that put Crawtord ac risk, as he did all
his own stunts. Falling through ceilings,
hanging tfrom speeding torries and cars,
hanging trom a helicopter and dodging a
falling factory chimney were just a few of
the dangers he created and faced in the
five vear run.

Van Der Valk (20) was the Amsterdam
detective plaved by Barry Foster and
based on the Nicholas Freeling books.

—
Twenty one people wrote to Radio Times |
complaining about an item on the carly |
evening news. Not violence, murder or
political bias, but a picce about the
engagement of Peter Scllers to actress |
LLim Minelli. |

The first series began in 1972 just as
Freeling killed off the hero in A Long
Silence, but he lived on in TV. The
sccond series began in August and went
to the top of the week’s top 20. lle
survived for another four years, then in
1991 was resurrected with Foster again
playing the Dutch detective.

(MW news

* Trevor McDonald joined News At
Ten from The BBC World Service.
The Trinidad-born journalist said: “1
think I'll be able to produce a differ-
ent outlook on the news but I won’t
be specifically concerned with racial
problems.”

¢ The BBC switchboards were jammed
in November when Uri Geller
appeared on the Dimbleby Talk-In
programme. While he demonstrated
his psychokinetic powers on TV,
viewers’ cutlery had bent and broken
clocks and watches had restarted.

* ORACLE - it stands for ‘Optional
Reception of Announcements by
Coded Line Electronics’ — began
transmitting its teletext service in
London. By using some of the spare
lines on the TV screen to send coded
messages, viewers could select up-to-
the minute news and information.
The BBC’s service CEEFAX - ‘See
Facts’ — arrived the following year.

* In November Princess Anne married

Mark Phillips at Westminster Abbey.

It was the first royal wedding to be

transmitted in colour and there were

about four million colour TV sets to
watch it on. An estimated 500 million
people watched the ceremony
throughout the world.

Mr Gerald Pasqua of Sussex booked a

seven second commercial on Thames

TV to sell his house. It cost £380, he

received 30 calls and sold the house

for £85,000.

* A fuel crisis created by the Arab-
Israeli Six Day War brought in
Government fuel saving measures.
TV transmissions were closed down
early at 10.20 pm. Nine months later
there was a considerable increase in
bookings at maternity clinics.
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* Upstairs Downstairs continued to
follow the lives of the Bellamys of Eaton
Square and their servants below stairs.
Pauline Collins is found to be pregnant
but Watkins the chauffeur, John Alderton,
is denying any blame.

* Alan Whicker continued his globe-
trotting with a series looking around the
Pacific, Whicker’s South Seas. From
primitive islanders in the New Iebrides
to sophisticated New Zealand. From the
filchy rich to the positively poor. From
the helicopter-riding deer hunters of
South Island to the cats cradle weavers of
Nauru. Whicker found them all.

* In January Thames TV staged Miss
TV Europe. The girls had won competi-

tions run by listings magazines — Zoe
Spink was Miss TV Times. The winner
was Sylvia Krystel, from Holland, a 20-
year-old model ‘whose burning ambition
is to be an actress’. She went on to be the
star of the soft-porn Emmanuelle movie
series. Sylvia won a Mercedes sports car,
£1,000, £1,000’s worth of clothes and a
holiday in Jamaica as prizes in the compe-
tition.

* The Dick Emery Show exploited not
only the star’s acting skills but also the
skills of the BBC make-up department.
All his familiar repertory of characters
were there: Mandy the blousy blonde
(who gave him his catch phrase: ‘Ooh you
are awful, but I like you’), Lampwick the

old man in a cap, the skinhead, the tooth-
some vicar and the retired colonel. The long
run and continued success of the show
made him one of the richest men on TV.
* Softly, Softly: Task Force was back
but minus Barlow, Stratford Johns. He
had gone to the Home Office. DCS
Watt, Frank Windsor, was now in charge
with DCI Hawkins, Norman Bowler, as
number two.

A documenmry about Andy Warhol was
attacked in the tabloid press: “The Worst TV
Shocker Ever’. David Bailey’s film was bot
news but the IBA beld out against pressure to
ban it and ran it ar 10.30 pm.

EUROPE? | e

Five Years As Father

Patrick Cargill celebrated five years play-
ing Patrick Glover in Father Dear
Father then in its seventh series. He said:
“You don’t change a winning formula. It’s
the same mixture as before, we have the
same cast, director, writers, camera crew
as we've always had. Members of the
public come up to me and say you look as
if you are enjoying yourself, and indeed
we all are.”

There was more to celebrate that year;
a moderately successful spin-off movie
was released in the spring. But the cele-
brations were short-lived; 1973 was its

fifth and final year. Two other series
followed for Cargill; Ooh La La and
The Many Wives of Patrick. Also the
success of the Father series in Australia,
persuaded Aussie TV to produce another
seven episodes Down Under in 1977.

World of Sport experimented with ~
highlights from American Football.
Jimmy Hill said: “I don’t think
it compares with soccer for sheer
thrills, but on an intellectual level it
makes our national sport look a lot
like a Sunday afternoon game of
tiddly winks.”

9
ook's
TV TeAasers

1  What does M*A*S*H stand for ?

2 What was the original title of
Boss Cat ?

3 What characters did these
American actors play: William
Shatner, Leonard Nimoy and De
Forrest Kelly ?

1973
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A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

Crossroads Goes
Nationwide

Crossroads was now completely
networked on I'TV but it had been a
tough journey, ATV seriously consid-
ered taking it off after two years — they
were so fed up with critical derision -
but they didn’t. In 1968 Thames TV in
London did and for five months they
suffered a torrent of protest, hate mail,
phone calls and death threats until they
relented and brought it back. Granada
refused to show it at all for six years
until 1970.

A Gallup Poll in 1971 and 1972,
asked the question: ‘Which is the best
TV programme you have seen this
year?” Number four on respondents’
lists was Crossroads — number one was
Coronation Street. But by 1973
Crossroads was number one! Now
completely networked — which meant
special announcements and pro-
grammes to bring all the regions into
synchronisation — it was never to leave
the top 20 until 1988.

* The scriptwriters of the Street gave
Ken Barlow, William Roache, a new
girlfriend. The lucky man got Joanna
Lumley. She played Elaine Perkins and
things got very serious, but due to
many rows the couple parted after a
few months.

-
/ oo "
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FIRST NIGHTS

The BBC ran another series of Comedy
Playhouse. Six new comedy formats were
tried out. Among them were: John Cleese
as an updated Sherlock Holmes; a TV
unknown Gordon Peters in a story of a
loser; Michael Robbins of On the Buses
in a domestic sitcom and a comedy about
three retired, late middle aged misfits
called Last of the Summer Wine. Peter
Sallis, Bill Owen and Michael Bates
starred in the first series, as a mixture of
senior citizens, philosophers and naughty
boys. Liberated from their jobs they
wandered the Yorkshire Dales and the
town of Holmfirth and relived their
childhoods.

More youthtul experiences were relived
when the quesdon Whatever Happened
To the Likely Lads? was brilliantly
answered by writers Dick Clement and
Ian Le Frenais. Terry, James Bolam, has
been in the army and is now back home
and unemployed. Bob, Rodney Bewes, is
engaged to Thelma and is buying a new
house on the estate. Bob’s new class
pretensions were clashing with his past
and his old mate. Would their friendship

1 Mobile Army Surgical Hospital.
2

TEASER ANSWERS

In Britain it was billed as Boss Cat because the original title Top Cat was a brand of
cat food which the BBC didn’t want to promote.
3 In Star Trek they were Captain Kirk, Spock and Dr McCoy.

survive? The series was a rare example of
a sequel that was better than the original.

In Too Long a Winter a most unlikely
TV star was created. Hannah Hauxwell
was a semi-recluse who lived on the high
Pennines barely making a subsistence
living from her tiny farm. The documen-
tary by Barry Cockroft mesmerised view-
ers not just with her plight but with her
total composure and serenity.

New Faces began challenging Hughie
Green’s role as TV talenr spotter. Derek
Hobson introduced the acts. The panel-
lists, the real stars, judged, and upset acts
and viewers with their frank comments;
one critic said it was TV’s version of the
Roman games where the acts were
thrown to the lions, and that it was the
unacceptable face of talent shows. Tony
Hatch and Micky Most were the regular
hard men on the panel. In its first season
it discovered Victoria Wood, Malandra
Burrows and Les Dennis, but the all-
winners final was won by Tceny Maiden a
singing comic. On TV Weekly in 1991
Les Dennis wondered whatever happened
to Tony? He was tracked down to a bar
on the Costa Brava entertaining holiday
makers with his impressions. Lenny
Henry, Jim Davidson and Marti Caine,
who brought the show back in 1989, as
host, were three other discoveries from
New Faces.
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Television Awards Itself

The British Screen Awards (7) were
hosted by Petula Clark and Eamonn
Andrews. This was the annual Society of
Film and Television Arts (later the British
Academy of Film and Television Arts -
BAFTA) awards presented by Princess
Anne ‘accompanied by her husband
Captain Mark Phillips’. Some of the TV
names that won that year were: Stanley
Baxter for the Stanley Baxter Big
Picture Show; Porridge was the best
comedy series; Lee Remick, best actress
for Jennie; and Peter Barkworth, best
actor, for Crown Matrimonial.

And Mother Makes Five (9) was the
follow-up to Wendy Craig’s And Mother
Makes Three. Now mother has remar-
ried to David, Richard Coleman, and he
has a daughter: three plus two equals five
with a second place in the charts in the
first week of the expanded family series.

No, Honestly (15) was written by
husband and wife team Terence Brady
and Charlotte Bingham, it starred
husband and wife John Alderton and
Pauline Collins as the about-to-be-
married and then married couple. He
played the straight man to her eccentrici-
ties. A later series starred Liza Goddard
and Donal Donnelly in Yes, Honestly.
The theme tune was a hit for singer/
composer Lynsey De Paul rising to
number seven in the charts.

Within These Walls (17) starred
Googie Withers as the new governor of

Took’s

TV TeAaseRrs

1 In Last of the Summer Wine who
was the third original character with
Clegg and Compo ?

"~

Who was Michelle Dotrice —
Betty - ‘married’ to ?

3 Who was the presenter of Stars on
Sunday ?

Stone Park Women’s Prison who gradu-
ally liberalises the regime of the high
security prison. The only people who
could not watch the series were real pris-
oner as it went out at 9 pm and prisoners
were shut up at 8.30 pm.

Max (19) was Max Bygraves new series:
“Swingalong with me,” that’s the invita-
tion as he kicks off a brand new show with
his latest record. His previous series was
called Singalongamax. The new show
was slammed as being banal, but the
viewers loved its old time melodies.

- FROM MAX

50p OFFT Sing
; ar
3 OnivEVEIarWoolworth Jiene ?
| "
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A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

Room In the
Afternoon

Another afternoon soap appeared called
very simply Rooms. It told the stories of
tenants at 35 Mafeking Terrace. The
large house had been converted into bed
sitters. Only two characters were constant;
Dorothy the landlady and Clive in the
basement: “They form the only thread
linking the lives of the house’s floating
population.” Each week new characters
would appear in one of the rooms and a
two part drama on Tuesday and Wednesday
afternoons would tell their story.

Some of the leading TV actors of the
time passed through number 35: Jan
Francis played a student and John
Duttine played a secretive lodger. The
series ran for a number of short seasons
until 1977.

65
TOP TWENTY
Homes [millions]

1 This Is Your Life ITV. 99
2 Love Thy Neighbour ITV 9.6
3 Miss World BBC 9.1
4 Bless This House ITvV. 9.0
5 Des O’Connor Show ITV 9.0
6 Benny Hill Show ITV 89
7 Britash Screen Awards ITV 8.8
8 Tommy Cooper Hour ITV 8.7
9 %'x:;i Mother Makes YoV i
10 News At Ten ITV 86
11 Opportunity Knocks TITV 8.6
12 Val Doonican Show ITV 8.6
13 Uri Geller ITV 85
14 Generation Game BBC 8.4
15 No, Honestly ITV 84
16 Special Branch ITV 84
17 Within These Walls ITV 84
18 Coronation Street ITV 83
19 Max IV 83
20 Eurovision Song

Contest BBC 8.2
* No 3 — Miss United Kingdom Helen
Morgan won Miss World but it was only a

five day reign. The revelation that she was
an unmarried mum meant second-placed
Miss South Africa was substituted.

* No 5 - Des O'Connor was voted the

favourite male personality by viewers in the
TV Times Awards.

* No 20 - Abba won with ‘Waterloo’ .
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Comedy Tonight

Porridge was an instant hit with viewers
on the inside and outside. Unlike the
women of Holloway who couldn’t watch
Within These Walls, Porridge, on at an
earlier time, could be watched in the nick.
One of the punishments used in some
prisons was the withdrawal of the privi-
lege to watch Norman Stanley Fletcher
the star of Slade Prison, Ronnie Barker,
and Richard Beckinsale as Godber his
apprentice. Fulton Mackay was the chief
warder with the regimental manner and
squeaky boots and Brian Wilde as the
softie warder Mr Barraclough.

Rising Damp was one of a series of six
pilots from Yorkshire TV, run in

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

September. The others were: You’ll
Never Walk Alone starring Brian Glover
and written by Simpson and Galton,
Brotherly Love with Keith Barron,
Badger’s Set written by Barry Took,
Slater’s Day with John Junkin and Oh No
It’s Selwyn Froggit starring Bill Maynard.
The latter, with Rising Damp, was the
only show to make a successful series.

Get Some In was The Army Game in
blue serge. This was a tale of National
Service days when pimply youths were
torn from their mothers and turned into
trained killers by sadistic NCOs, or spent
two years in Nether Wallop counting
blankets. The series was set in the mid-
fifiies at RAF Skelton and later at RAF
Midham. Tony Selby is best remembered
as the nasty Corporal Marsh and Robert
Lindsay as the ex-Teddy boy Jakey Smith.

Bootsie and Snudge was another mili-
tary comedy. Originally it had been a hit
for Alfie Bass and Bill Fraser as two char-
acters from the Army Game who had
been demobbed from the army and found
jobs in a gentleman’s club. Now 11 years
later Granada TV reunited the charac-
ters. Bootsie has won £1 million on the
pools and Snudge is the man with the
big cheque...

It Ain’t Half Hot Mum was the third big
comedy hit to arrive in '74. Dad’s Army
writers Jimmy Perry and David Croft
took more of their wartime memories and
turned them into a hit camp comedy. A

’Ave ’Em.

ship with a young woman.

TeaserR ANSWERS
1 Blamire, played by Michael Bates. He was the Indian bearer in It Ain’t Half Hot Mum.
She played Betty and was married to Frank the walking disaster in Some Mothers Do

3 Jess Yates, who was also the producer, was sacked after revelations about his relation-

platoon of army misfits posing as a
concert party are marooned near the end
of the War in India. Windsor Davies as
the Sgt Major desperately tried to
instil army discipline into Don Estelle.
The two had a number one record,
‘Whispering Grass’.

Just Like That

Tommy Cooper hadn’t been doing his
regular series on TV for some time.
For three years he virtually disappeared
from the TV screen, but in 1974 he
came back and went straight to number
one in the weekly charts. Like Benny
Hill, he now confined himself to one-
hour specials.

He was a born worrier: “Before a
show I panic. I even worry about my
artificial flowers dying.” One of the
running gags in his act at this time was
the mystery man walking through the
back of the shot. “He drives me mad,
just when I'm in the middle of a miracle
he’s there.”

He was an accomplished magician - a
member of the Magic Circle and that’s
where he first realised that his nervous
mistakes were getting more reaction
than his magic act. “But the hard part is
making sure the audience realise that
the mistakes are deliberate, otherwise
I’d get sympathy rather than laughter.
And if a trick goes right — it’s out... just
like that!”

WGHTPENCE “7T 2 SOUTHERN Feb 24-Mar

| HOW MERCII LAW of Scotiond v.
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e The axe fell on Katie and her Oxo
family. For 18 years Mary Holland as
Katie had been seen serving up Oxo
dishes to hubby Philip, Peter Moyniham,
and an ever growing family.

¢ Russell Harty published a book of
some of his more memorable interviews —
27 from the 180 stars that had been his
guests on Russell Harty Plus including
Barry Humphries and Frankie Howerd.

Hughie Green released a long player. It was
a compilation of the winners from
Opportunity Knocks, including Freddie
Starv, Peters and Lee and Mary Hopkin.

An Album of 20 trackg
including hits fron
PETERS & LE

MICHAEL WARD
NEIL REID

[TCAGREAT GIFT

MAJOR ARTISTS FROM HUGHIE GREEN'S OPPORTUNITY KNOCK
FEATURED ON ONF ALBUM- ONLY £2

Available from F. W. Woolworth, W. H, Smiths, Boots,
John Menzies. Debenhams, Rumbelows, Harlequin, and all good
record shops.

e Candid Camera returned to the
screen after a break of seven years. The
producer Peter Dulay now acted as the
presenter of the Saturday night series. e
replaced Jonathan Routh saying that the
public were the stars and the show did not
need a big personality. Though Dulay
was no shrinking violet, he had spent
many years touring the halls as a come-
dian before he became a producer.

¢ Sounds Like Les Dawson was a one-
hour special in December for the come-
dian. ‘He drcamed of singing, dancing,
conducting and playing his way to musi-
cal disaster. And then he woke up and
found it was all true...” Guests were the
‘Madge Longbottom Trio’ and the
‘George and Thelma Grimsdyke Forma-
tion Team’ (in reality Olivia Newton
John and Roy Barraclough).
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* I'TV bought the TV rights to the first
six James Bond films for £850,000.
One cinema owner described the sale
as: ‘not only killing the golden goose,
but auctoning off the eggs.” Dr No,
Goldfinger and From Russia With
Love, all starring Sean Connery, were
to be massive TV hits over the years.
In February the emergency power
restriction was lifted and TV
returned to its normal broadcasting
hours, just in time for the General
Election.

In the new Labour Government,
Anthony Wedgewood Benn’s, period
as the minister with responsibility for
broadcasting only lasted a month. The
job was handed to the Home
Secretary Roy Jenkins, who
announced the setting up of the
Annan Committee to look into the
future of broadcasting.

* Plans for a new Welsh language
fourth TV channel for Wales were
announced, with both BBC and I'TV
making its programmes. It didn’t
actually come on air for another eight
years. No decision was made on a
fourth channel for the rest of the
United Kingdom.

Bob Wilson, the Arsenal goalkeeper,
announced his retirement, at 33. He
joined the BBC as a sport’s commen-
tator to present Football Focus on
Grandstand.

The young man delivering Hovis
began pushing his bike up a northern
Victorian cobbled hill. Ridley Scott,
the top movie director, created an
image of long lost Yorkshire, with
Dvorak’s New World Symphony —

written by a Czech about America and

the hill was actually in Dorset.

William Franklyn finally ended his

run of commercials for Indian Tonic

Water with the catch phrase ‘Sch, you

know who.” He had been a hitas a

secret agent in Top Secret in the

early sixties and the commercial for

Schweppes ‘stole’ the character for the

nine-year campaign.

* Pop group New World appeared at
the Old Bailey and admitted that they
had tried to fix a win on Opportunity
Knocks by getting their fans and
friends to send in bogus votes.

* Arthur the TV cat was kidnapped. He
became a star in 1967 in the commer-
cials for Kattomeat, eating his food
straight from the tin with his paw. He
was found and returned to Spillers
who now owned him. He died two
years later aged 16. And Arthur was
really a she cat called Samantha before
stardom struck.

* Jeff Rawle brought to the TV screen
Keith Waterhouse and Willis Hall’s Billy
Liar. George A Cooper played his blas-
pheming father, as he had done in the
stage play. The original novel was set in
1959, but now Billy’s fantasies are up-to-
date. In the first episode he steals a model
of Concorde and dreams he is a pilot.

* The World of Hugh Hefner docu-
mentary revealed ‘an exclusive look into
his private life surrounded by bunny girls
with his permanent playmate Barbi

Benton. If you've ever wondered what life
is like for the Playboy Chief, tune in.’
QOver seven million homes did.

e Up The Workers turned the world of
industrial relations, which was in turmoil
in the early seventies, into a half hour
comedy. Cockers Components Ltd. had
Henry McGee as the boss, Lance Percival
as the personnel manager and Norman
Bird as the shop steward in a series that
owed much to the Boulting brothers’
movie I’'m Alright Jack.

1974
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TOP TWENTY
Homes [millions]
D Pmen TV 103
2 Benny Hill Show ITV. 95
3 European Football BBC 94
4 Miss World 1975 BBC 94
5 Love Thy Neighbour ITV 9.3
6 This Is Your Life ITV. 93
7 DrNo ITV. 9.2
8 Dad’s Army BBC 89
9 Generaton Game BBC 8.9
10 The Sweeney ITV 88
11 Cilla’s Comedy Six ITV 88
12 Coronation Street ITV 88
13 Edward the Seventh ITV 8.8
14 Man About the House ITV 8.8
15 Bless This House ITV 87
16 Tommy Cooper Hour ITV 84
17 The Two Ronnies BBC 84
18 My Old Man ITV 83
19 News At Ten ITV 83
20 Upstairs Downstairs ITV 8.3

* No 1 - Telly Savalas was in the royal
show, as a song and dance man. Dad’s

Army, Count Basie, and Vera Lynn were
among the usual strange mix of stars.

* No 3 - Leeds United lost 2-0 to Bayern
Munich in the European Cup Final at Paris
in May.

* No 7 - The first Bond film to run on TV
and ITV sold every available second for the
ad breaks, it was the highest ever earning

programme for them.
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Regan and Carter Fly In

The Sweeney (10) roared straight into
the charts in January. John Thaw was Jack
Regan, Dennis Waterman as Sergeant
Carter and Garfield Morgan played the
nasty Chief Inspector Haskins. The
Sweeney Todd - cockney rhyming slang
for the Flying Squad - again proved view-
ers can’t get enough TV cops and
robbers. It ran for three years and 52
episodes were made.

Cilla’s Comedy Six (11) were plays
specially written as a showcase for Cilla
Black by ATV - her husband Bobbie
Willis was ‘Executive Producer’. There
was lots of publicity trailing her first real
acting job on television in which she
played six different characters including: a
brow-beaten house wife, spinster daugh-
ter, temp and a mum on holiday. Her
leading men were the likes of Keith
Barron, Norman Rossington, Henry
McGee and Dinsdale Landen. The shows
got mixed reviews. But critics were
surprised by Cilla’s acting talent. ‘Cilla
left her audience feeling that she could be
a considerable TV comedienne’ and she
won the Writer’s Guild award for the top
comedy actress.

Edward the Seventh (13) on I'TV was a
£2 million costume blockbuster. Timothy

West played Edward and Robert Hardy
played his dad Albert with Annette
Crosbie as Queen Victoria. Approval for
the series was sought from Queen
Elizabeth II, because the producers
wished to film in Windsor Castle,
Sandringham and Osborne House, and
because it made a good line for publicity.

Man About the House (14) starred
Richard O’Sullivan as the man sharing a
flat with Paula Wilcox and Sally
Thomsett. A successful series in its own
right, it was also a spin-off factory. Brian
Murphy and Yootha Joyce starred as their
landlords, characters strong enough to
support their own series: George and
Mildred. Another spin-off was Robin’s
Nest, with O’Sullivan’s character Robin
Tripp running his own restaurant. The
final accolade was an American series
based on the format called Three’s
Company, which also ran over here.

Upstairs Downstairs (20), the other
Edwardian drama, had now reached
World War One. Hannah Gordon was
the new Mrs Bellamy and Gareth Hunt
was the new footman. These were the
days before home video so TV Times had
a reader’s offer of audio tapes of the series
read by Hannah Gordon, price £2.75.

Wedding of the Year

. Confetti,bouquets -
and15million ™
tobless the bride

\

‘w

At 5.25 pm on Thursday 3rd April tea
times all over the country were severely
disrupted. “Today is the great day for
Meg Richardson and Hugh Mortimer.
After years of joys and grief, separations
and reunions, they are at last to wed.’

The Crossroads Wedding Souvenir, price
35 pence, went on sale to cover the
events in Birmingham. Noel Gordon and
John Bently and the rest of the
Crossroads cast and crew had to battle
their way through huge crowds that had
turned up to watch the wedding at the
Registry Office.

The Rolls Royce taking the newlyweds
on honeymoon was chauffeured by Larry
Grayson. The marriage didn’t last. Hugh
was kidnapped by terrorists and died of a
heart attack while in captivity.
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Fawlty Towers was a ‘slow burner’. It
was not a big ratings hit when the six
episodes were first shown on BBC2 in
September 1975, Even the next year
BBCI repeats failed to make the weekly
top 20s. But Basil Fawlty became one of
the greates: TV comedy characters. John
Cleese based him on an hotel owner that
had clashed with the Python team in
Torquay. Connie Booth, his wife who
played Polly, co-wrote. The final scven
episodes were made in 1979 hefore the
jumbled up hotel sign to ‘Watery Fowls’,
‘Farty Towels’ or ‘Fawty Flowers’ came
down for ever. Fxcept that viewers
demand will see the series repeated over
and over.

The Good Life was the story of subur-
ban man in revolt. Richard Briers and
FFelicity Kendal were the Goods of

PN . |

Surbiton who turned their des res into a
sctf-sufficiency experiment. Penelope
Keith and Paul Eddington were the
bemused neighbours Margot and Jerry.
Four serics were made, the last in 1978,

Celebrity Squares: ‘It's the most spec-
tacular and certainky the mosy costly game
of noughts and crosses in the world — the
18 foot high board cost £22,000." Bob
Monkhouse introduced a line up of nine
‘stars’ each Sunday afternoon. For the
first show in July they were: Leslie
Crowther, Diana Dors, [Hermione
Gingold. Aimi McDonald, Altred Marks,
Arthur Mullard, Vincent Price, William
Rushton and Terry Wogan.

The Life of Riley began in January, a
comeback series for comedian Bill
Maynard. Tle had been one of the higgest
names on TV in the mid-fifties but had
virtuzlly disappeared with the Inland
Reverue i hot pursuit. Life of Riley was
to be one of three successful series for
him i 1975.

On the Move was a little ten minute
adult education series that changed the
lives of thousands of viewers and attitades
to illiteracy. Written by Barry Took, it
featured Bob @oskins and Donald Gee as
Alf and Bert two removal men learning
and reaching as they deliver their loads.

* Angela Baddeley who played Mrs
Bridges the cook in Upstairs
Downstairs received the CBE in the
New Year’s Honours List.

* Members of Parliament turned down
the plan to put TV cameras in the
Commons, but they did allow radio
broadcasts for an initial four week
experiment.

* I'TN reporter Gerald Seymour

published a best selling novel Harry’s

Game. The book was about the work

of an undercover man in Northern

Ireland, where Seymour was based

for ITN. In 1982 it was made into a

TV drama series with Ray Lonnen

as Harry.

Anna Ford got her first on-screen job

with Granada TV’s Reports Action,

the first programme to use TV to try
to place children for adoption. Anna
had been a tutor with the Open

University.

* The BBC sold over 7,000 hours of
programmes abroad. The top three
were: The Ascent of Man to 28
countries, Onedin Line — 26 and
Some Mothers Do 'Ave '’Em - 16.

* Why Don’t You Just Switch Off
the Television Set and Go and Do
Something Less Boring Instead?
was the longest ever title to a TV
programme. The Saturday morning
summer show for children was
designed to stimulate their play and
activities. Judging by its viewing
figures, most kids ignored the title.

Took's
TV TeAseERs

1 What did the initals stand for in
TISWAS, ITV’s new Saturday
morning children’s programme ?

2 Who was Basil Brush’s straight man ?

3 Where was Poldark set ?

1975
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Regional Differences

Tastes in TV watching vary considerably
across Britain. These are two top tens
from the south and the north from
December. In London no Coronation
Street, but Crossroads makes No 9. In
Lancashire, the Street is well up, but
they’re no fans of Crossroads.

LONDON
I'TN News
The Generation Game
Upstairs, Downstairs
The Virgin Soldiers
Are You Being Served?
I'TN News
The Saturday Special
This Is Your Life
Crossroads

0 The Doll

— 0 X NNV W N

LANCASHIRE
The Generation Game
I'TN News
Coronation Street
Opportunity Knocks
The Cuckoo Waltz
This Is Your Life
The Last Voyage
8  The Saturday Special
9 Upstairs, Downstairs
10 Our Man Flint

W N —

~N
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* American TV made their own version
of two British TV hits; Upstairs Down-
stairs which was called Beacon Hill and
was set in the smart quarter of Boston, and
Dad’s Army which became Rear Guard.
* The documentary Johnny Go Home
revealed the secret world of London’s
homeless children and young runaways:

Drive-In, the Thames TV motoring
programme celebrated its 100th edition. No
doubt presenter Shaw Taylor road tested the
new bargain priced Skoda S100.

‘Behind the facade of Piccadilly Circus is a
hidden world inhabited by hustlers, house-
breakers, buskers and boy prostitutes.’

¢ Coronation Street’s Albert Tatlock
celebrated his 80th birthday with a special
old time street party and a giant cake.
Actor Jack Howarth, was 79 at the time
and had been in showbiz since 1908.

* Time To Work was for the ‘growing
number of married women returning to
work. Perhaps they want to get away
from the children for a while, or perhaps
they need more money.’

Skod

$100 £936 S100L £989 S110L £1030 LD
S110LS £1077 S1I0R £;170

East Sumsnt

West Sugses

wa

Couples

Couples was another new soap trying for
afternoon success. It followed the work of
a marriage guidance council. David Swift
and Helen Shingler played the two expe-
rienced counsellors and Marjorie Yates
was a trainee. Some well known TV faces
played people with failing marriages,
Maureen Lipman, Jean Boht, David
Markham and in the first episode Judy
Loe appeared as a young mum with prob-
lems. Her child was played by her real
daughter Kathrin Beckinsale — daughter
of Richard Beckinsale.

* John Pilger continued his series of
hard-hitting documentaries. In Bangla-
desh he found children starving following
a year of disasters in that country. ‘I get
cynical about World Food Conferences
costing £5 million. It costs 20 pence a day
to keep a child alive in Bangladesh - you
do your own figures...’

* Don’t Ask Me made stars out of three
doctors: Dr Magnus Pyke, Dr Miriam
Stoppard and Dr David Bellamy. The
Yorkshire TV programme set out to
popularise science in peak time viewing.
It was a grown-up version of How,

Teaser ANSWERS
1 This Is Saturday Wear a Smile. The show was presented by Chris Tarrant, Bob
Carolgees, Sally James, Lenny Henry and Spit the dog.
2 Roy North was the fox’s longest serving companion.
3 The romantic serial was set in 18th Century Cornwall.

answering questions like: why do seed
shoots always grow upwards? Why does
hair stand on end when you get a shock?
Why do golf balls have dimples? No one
asked why did Magnus Pyke wave his
arms about.

¢ Carry On Laughing brought the film
team to television for a series of half hour
comedies with titles like: Orgy and Bess,
The Prisoner of Spenda, The Nine Old
Cobblers and characters like Count
Yerackers, Lady Houndsbotham and
Lord Peter Flimsy. All the usual lovely
load of smut and innuendo.

* Are You Being Served? served the
BBC very well. The sitcom, set in a
creaking department store, ran for 11
years. The scripts were well stocked with
catch phrases and characters. John Inman,
Mollie Sugden, Frank Thornton and
Wendy Richard starred.
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The Ropers Move House

George and Mildred (5) saw the Ropers
just edge out Man About the House in
the year’s ratings. The writers of both
series Johnnie Mortimer and Brian Cooke
decided the flat sharing sitcom was
coming to an end, so the Ropers were off
to the suburbs and 46 Peacock Crescent,
Hampton Wick. There Brian Murphy
and Yootha Joyce moved in next to Ann
and Jeffrey Fairmile, ‘the sort of snobby
couple who would have musical toilet
rolls,’ said George.

Coronation Street (12) had slipped a bit
from its regular top slot in the sixties.
Now in the middle of the seventies, Fleet
Street was starting to speculate on its
future: ‘Has Coronation Street Finally
Had It?’ they asked.

Starsky and Hutch (15) was the highest
placed American cops and robbers show
since Dragnet left the charts in 1956.
David Starsky and Ken Hutchinson,
played by Paul Michael Glaser and David
Soul, were two cops out to keep crime off
the streets and their car on the road. The
series was full of car chases and was fairly

violent until an anti-violence campaign
frightened the producers and sponsors
and the series settled down into an
extended wisecracking buddie movie.

Kojak (16) had already been keeping the
streets of Manhattan’s 13th Precinct safe
for two years. Lieutenant Theo Kojak,
aka Telly Savalas, changed bald men’s
lives. Bald became beautiful and slap tops
walked tall. Crocker and Stavros were his
side-kicks, the latter played by Telly’s
brother George Savalas. ‘Who loves ya,
baby?’ was the catch phrase that ran
through 110 episodes in the run that
ended in 1977.

The TV Times Awards (17). Richard
O’Sullivan presented the prizes at the
seventh annual awards where viewers
voted for their favourite stars. Yootha
Joyce was voted The Funniest Woman,
Benny Hill The Funniest Man. Googie
Withers won an award for Within These
Walls and John Thaw for The Sweeney.
It was seventh time lucky for Noele
Gordon. She had won the award every
year for Favourite Female Personality.

IT'S THE BIGGEST INVESTMENT most of us cver make. But
where you choose 10 buy a house can be as important as what you buy.
The average cost of » new home in London and the South East is
nearly £6,000 more than in the North East. Scotland is expensive for
new houses, though it is cheaper on average than Devon and Cornwall
if you are looking at older pmperﬁu But picking the area you want-to

OEREK COOPER

LYDIA HOWARD
Buying a House
‘WRITER DOROTHY GRACE
ELDER; SERJES ADVISER FRANCES

[2x] Money Wise

have claimed in recent years that buying
a house is the oaly effective hedge against inflation.

But it is 2 costly and cumphaled Pprocess. ln 1048Y’S  CATRNCROSS : EDUCATION

live in is only the programme, Wise ptacmzrs Derek OFFICER ROSS WILSON :
Avarage prices comorled by the Nauonwde Building Soclety (Jan. 1976) o L'du o d ?dphm kgt h:x 10 loak for h:z DURECTOR TINA WARTREL
Bold type denoles new homes: asteiuk denotes okder Droperbes T B e e oo Svwmin, Scotsish Television Production
sioning & survey and signing legal documents.
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Took’5
TV TeAseRrs

1  Who joined Steed in the New
Avengers ?

~

Who played McMillan and Wife ?

3 Who were the two in Two's
Company ?

The Money Wise programme featured
the problems of buying a house and
looked at the price differences across the
country for an ‘average house’. In
London it was £16,416 for a new house,
the cheapest was in the North Fast of
England at £10,563. The programme
asked whether buying a home was an
effective hedge against inflation!

The Old Grey Whistle Test broadcast
Queen’s Christmas Concert live from the
Hammersmith Odeon, presented by
‘Whispering’ Bob Harris.

71
TOP TWENTY
Homes [millions]

1 Goldfinger ITV 98
2 Generation Game BBC 9.7
3 Miss World BBC 9.6
4 The Sweeney ITV 94
5 Georgeand Mildred ITV 94
6 Man About the House ITV 9.2
7 From Russia With Love ITV 9.2
8 Benny Hill Show ITvV 9.1
9 Royal Variety BBC 9.1
10 This Is Your Life ITvV. 9.1
11 Eurovision Song Contest BBC 8.9
12 Coronation Street ITV. 88
13 The Italian Job ITV 88
14 Sale of the Century  ITV 8.5
15 Starsky and Hutch BBC 8.5
16 Kojak BBC 84
17 TV Times Awards ITV. 84
18 The Two Ronnies BBC 83
19 Morecambe and Wise BBC 8.2
20 Opportunity Knocks ITV 8.2

* No 1 — Goldfinger was 12 years old when
it topped the year’s ratings. It was the third
Bond film made by Sean Connery.

* No 7 — From Russia With Love was even
older at 13, Bond No 2 co-starred Robert
Shaw and Daniela Bianchi.

* No 11 - Britain finally won with
Brotherhood of Man and *Save Your Kisses
For Me’. It spent 16 weeks in the charts and
reached No 1.

* No 13 — Michael Caine starred with a
fleet of Minis in the 1969 movie.

1976
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* When The Boat Comes In starred
husband and wife Susan Jamesan and
James Bolam in the Tyneside drama
series set in the Depression. The Seatons
were the Geordie family whose lives were
followed in those politically charged days.

* Hadleigh, played by Gerald Harper,
was a spin-off from an earlier drama
called Gazette in 1969. In 1976, with
the fourth and final series, Harper, the
local big-wig, was still having preblems
keeping his stately home, his life-style
and his wife.

* A Little Bit of Wisdom starred
Norman Wisdom as Norman a clerk in a
builder’s office — ‘the little man who can
never quite get things right’. Mix ups
with the boss’s daughter, various items of
construction machinery and his flat mate
and a smashing time with double glazing
were all disasters carefully executed by
the actor/clown/comedian.

* Duchess of Duke Street was the
BBC’s answer ta Upstairs Downstairs.
Gemma Jones starred as Louise Trotter,
the proprietress of the Bentinck Hotel.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

The story was based on the real-life story
of Rosa Lewis who owned the Cavendish
Hotel at the turn of the century. A lavish
costume drama, it was a prize-winning hit
and a big seller overseas.

* Bouquet of Barbed Wire ‘A new
seven part series concerning the Mansons
who are happily married - until a young
American intrudes into their family’
arrived in January. Andrea Newman
adapted her steamy sexy novel, a mix of
lust, incest and infidelity that kept viewers
glued. With Frank Finlay, Susan
Penhaligon, Sheila Allen and Gavin
Sorenson as the American who stirred the
cocktail.

* Husband of the Year found foolhardy
contestants from all over the UK who
were willing to be scrutinised by celebrity
husband and wife teams. Hosted by Pete
Murray and Marjorie Proops.

* Happy Ever After was the archetypal
domestic sitcom. Terry Scott and June
Whitfield as the happy couple with
a family of two daughters and a dotty
aunt. The series evolved into the amaz-
ingly successful and long running Terry
and June.

Teaser ANSWERS
1 Gareth Hunt played Mike Gambit and Joanna Lumley was Purdey. They joined Patrick

McNee who appeared in every one of the 187 episodes in the old and new series.
2 Rock Hudson played Police Commissioner McMillan and his wife, Sally, was played

by Susan Saint James.

3 Elaine Stritch and Donald Sinden starred in the story of an American woman and her

terribly English butler.

‘ Marti Caine

Marti Caine starred in her own show
\Nobody Does It Like Marti. A year
before she was ‘a stringy, plain and
lanky 30-year-old Sheffield housewife’,
working the beer and bingo club circuit.
Then came New Faces. She won the all
winners final at the London Palladium
and as her prize got a two week booking
at Las Vegas. ATV producer Colin
Clews had seen her on New Faces and
wanted to sign her up. ‘I just knew she
was a very talented singer and comedi-
enne, but it has turned out better than I
could have hoped.” Barbara Windsor
{was the guest on the first show.

The Cedar Tree

U

Life isn’t quite so comfortable for the Bournes during the D
1.30 bul there| still u;:e Christmas cheer: Susan Engel, ]orye Careyl

Philic Latham show in
mlm
The Cedar Tree

T'he Cedar Tiv|

The Cedar Tree
was basically Upstairs
Downstairs without

Vicky, .
j?*saxgepim 7. the downstairs. The
The 5o o ip: soe page 24 depressed thirties
his week's cast "

g g "t have begun — and the
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Vo B "‘"s‘:,"“...‘”""shd,,,""i cold wind is felt
Gres ey Gri bt i Larkfield Manor,
? Jean Taylor Smith

B Cropper et the ancestral home of
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the Bourne family.
They may have had
money worries but,
for daughters Elizabeths Anne and
Victoria, played by Sally Osborn,
Jennifer Lonsdale and Susan Skipper,
their biggest headaches were new
clothes and finding suitable male
escorts. One such young cad was played
by Nigel Havers. All was set for a long
running saga of aristocratic decline but
the family tree fell down after two years.

THEME MUSIC STEPHEN FRANCIS
DEVISER/SCRIPT RDITOR ALFRED
SHAUGHNESSY : DESIGNER HENRY
GRAVENRY : DIRECTOR/FRODUCER 1AM
PORDYCE

ATV Nerwork Production




FIRST NIGHTS

The Fosters was another family based
sitcom, but this family were black.
With Norman Beaton as dad and Isabelle
Lucas as mum and a 17-year-old Lenny
Henry as their son Sonny. It predated the
Cosby Show’s Huxtables by many years,
but was attacked over here for reinforcing
negative stereotypes. The Fosters, based
on an American show Good Times,
did well initially in the charts, but
slipped later in the run. Critics blamed
poor scripts, not the ‘black’ theme. A
second, and last, series was made the
following year.

The Muppet Show had a very American
feel with a transatlantic guest star most
weeks and American voices, but it was
made in Elstree by ATV. Jim Henson, of
Sesame Street fame, created a music hall
stuffed with over 200 strange creatures.
The stars were Miss Piggy, Kermit, Ernie

Star of The Sweeney, Dennis Water-
man set out on a recording career and
recorded a single and an LP. “I'm woo0 old
to play for the England football team, so
I thought Id have a go at singing
instead” said the soccer mad star. The
records didn’t make the charts, but four
years later he had a hit with the Minder
theme ‘I Could Be So Good For You’.
Les Dawson also released an LP called
‘An Evening With Les Dawson’ which
was a mixture of songs, chat and jokes.

Reporter Fyfe Robinson went Around
the World in 80 Hours mimicking
Phileas Fogg, who made the prediction:
‘One day, when man has conquered the
air, it will be possible to complete the
journey in 80 hours’. Robertson made
the journey in Concorde and the
programme lasted 80 minutes.

* To celebrate the bicentennial of the
USA, James Burke and Raymond Burr
presented The Inventing of America an
entertainment all about the household
objects that the Yanks have given us.

¢ Show-jumper Harvey Smith made his
TV debut as a wrestler in World of
Sport. He wore a red robe as he climbed
into the ring with a ‘V’ sign on the back.
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and Bert (the old men watching the show
from the box) and Fozzie Bear. It had
awards showered on it, BAFTAs and
Emmys, and Henson received the US’s
Congressional Medal for services to
entertainment.

Muldi-Coloured Swap Shop, hosted by
Noel Edmonds, was the first children’s
show to give viewers the chance to really
participate. Planned as a short winter fill-
in for Saturday mornings, the three hour
show proved such a success that the run
was extended to 21 weeks. Children
phoned-in with swaps, stories, questions
for guests and comments on the show.

73

Rock Follies was the story of three girl
singers in “The Little Ladies’ rock band.
With Rula Lenska, Charlotte Cornwell
and Julie Covington it proved a critical
success but never made any real impact
in the ratings. Two series of six were
made and they had a minor hit called
‘OK?’ in 1977 when Sue Jones-Davies
had joined the group.

The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin
starred Leonard Rossiter as the angst
ridden suburban commuter. Pauline Yates
played his wife, John Barron his boss C]J,
Sue Nicholls his secretary. A hippopota-
mus played his mother-in-law.

TWnews

* Tom Baker took over as the fourth
Doctor Who from Jon Pertwee and
was on the front cover of the Dr Who
Annual. And thanks to the fanatical
following the series still has, the 75
pence book is worth about fifty times
its original price. At six years in the
role Baker was to become the longest
lasting Doctor. He was followed by
Peter Davison and later Sylvester
McCoy, the last Doctor.
Pan’s People made their last appear-
ance on Top of the Pops. For ten
years their brand of erotic, scantly
clad dancing to pop music had upset
the clean-up TV lobby and raised
male viewers’ temperatures.
¢ Only one viewer called in to complain
when some ITV regions showed the
wrong episode of Crossroads.
Viewers watching Granada, Southern,
HTYV and Scottish jumped an episode
in that week’s order. The missing one
was dropped in the following week.
* Curry’s put the first home video
recorders on sale in their high street
shops. Two systems were available
from Philips and Sony and they cost
about £500.
Michael Douglas, star of the
American cop series The Streets of
San Francisco, asked the producers
to have his character killed off as he
was keen to take up movie offers.

* A late night series Sex In Our Time
was pulled from the autumn schedules
by Thames TV. Television was under
siege from Parliament and pressure
groups at the time over ‘too much sex
on TV, After consultation with the
IBA about the six one-hour documen-
taries Thames said ‘the programmes
could not be transmitted without
offending some viewers, even at that
late hour.’ They were then attacked
for censorship by TV workers and the
quality press.

* Two Harry Corbetts appeared in the
New Year’s Honours List. Harry H
Corbett of Steptoe and Son and

+ Harry Corbett the man behind, and
inside, Sooty were both awarded OBE:s.

1976
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TOP TWENTY

Viewers [millions]

1 Mike Yarwood Xmas BBC* 10.7
2 Morecambe and Wise

Christmas Show BBC* 10.7
3 Jubilee Royal Variety TTV* 10.6
4  You Only Live Twice ITV™* 104
5 Saleofthe Century  ITV* 10.3
6 Generation Game ITV* 10.0
7 George and Mildred ITV* 9.8
8 This Is Your Life ITvV. 9.7
9  Benny Hill Show IV 96
10 Coronation Street ITV 95
el
12 Doctor On the Go ITV. 94
13 The Cuckoo Waltz TV 94
14 Miss Jones and Son ITvV. 93
15 Robin’s Nest ITV 9.2
16 Eurovision ITvV 9.1
17 Miss World 1977 ITV. 9.1
18 Wednesday At Eight  TTV* 9.0
19 Charlie’s Angels ITvV. 9.0
20 The Two Ronnies BBC* 8.9
During 1977 AGB, who compiled the
viewing figures, changed to m i

individuals. Entries marked with a * have
been calculated on the equivalent of 2.2
people watching in each home.

* No 3 — The Royal Gala in that Jubilee
year starred Julie Andrews, Bob Hope,
Shirley MacLaine and the Muppets.

* No 16 — It was back to No 2 for Britain
with ‘Rock Bottom’ sung by Lynsey De
Paul and Mike Moran.
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Christmas Ratings Battle

Mike Yarwood Christmas Show (1) was
the winner in this year’s Christmas
competition. The BBC couldn’t go
wrong; at 7.15 pm Bruce Forsyth and
the Generation Game (6), with Anthea
Redfern, 8.20 Mike Yarwood and his
‘guests’ Prince Charles, James Callaghan,
President Carter and, in reality, Paul
McCartney and Wings and then at 8.55
the Christmas institcution Morecambe
and Wise (2). Shirley Bassey, Glenda
Jackson, Andre Previn and many many
more top stars willingly signed up to be

sent up by Eric and Ernie in some of
TV’s golden moments, like the news
readers singing “There’s Nothing Like
A Dame’.

In reply I'TV schedulers would seem
to have waved a white flag. Stars On
Christmas Day was their early evening
response with Moira Anderson presenting
a Stars On Sunday compilation. This
was followed by the movie Young
Winston starring Simon Ward and then
Stanley Baxter’s Greatest Hits.

* CERIRISTMAS DAY gv
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Oh No It’s Selwyn Froggitt (11) was
one of the six sitcoms that made the
year’s list. Bill Maynard starred as a ham-
fisted council workman, leading light in
the Scarsdale Working Men’s Club and
walking disaster. It was a huge hit and in
April managed to keep the Coronation
Street wedding of Rita and Len off the
No I spot.

Doctor On the Go (12) was more
adventures of the young doctors from St
Swithins. Only Robin Nedwell and
Geoffrey Davies as Doctors Waring and

il
TV writers Ray Galton and Alan Simpson |
creators of some of TV greatest comedy bits‘
such as Hancock and Steptoe, launched a |
series of seven Comedy Play-bouse pilots.
None repeated their earlier successes. J

Stuart-Clark survived from the original
Doctor... series.

The Cuckoo Waltz (13) starred Diane
Keene and David Roper as the couple,
with the ‘guest’ Lewis Collins. This was
the third series and the Hawthorns also
have twins to cope with in the nest.

Miss Jones and Son (14) starred Paula
Wilcox playing a single mum who
planned to keep her baby and become an
activist working for mother’s rights.
Roland Desmond Geoffrey Jones was
played by tiny Luke Steensel.

Robin’s Nest (15) was the final spin-off
from Man About the House. Richard
O’Sullivan was now the owner of a
restaurant which he ran with the help of
Tessa Wyatt and Tony Britton.
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FIRST NIGHTS

Gordon Burns introduced The Krypton
Factor — wearing a massive kipper tie and
long hair. It was the first British game
show idea to be sold to American TV. In
the States, according to Burns, they
ruined it turning it into a kind of It’s a
Knockout and it didn’c last long. The
series was also sold to Australia, New
Zealand and Germany.

Secret Army was another strong drama
series about the Resistance in occupied
Europe during World War II. Bernard
Hepton ran the Belgian cafe and Clifford

Rose was the Nazi baddie, Kessler. No
doubt the writers of 'Allo ’Allo were
regular viewers of the three series that
were made.

All Creatures Great and Small was the
TV adaption of the James Herriott books
of a vet’s life in north Yorkshire.
Christopher Timothy played the new
young vet. Robert Hardy and Peter
Davison were the other partners,
Siegfried and Tristran Farnon in the
1930s country practice that re-christened
the Dales to ‘Herriott Country’.

Jesus of Nazareth ‘marks a great devel-
opment in world television history. The
production took three years, and was
constantly checked by a panel of reli-
gious authorities representing the great

Jesus of Nazareth marks a
6.15 | great development in world

television history, a new
and different look at the life and time
of Jesus Christ.

‘The production took threc years,
and was constantly checked and super-
vised by a panel of religious authorities

resenting the great faiths.

m%irmly based on the New Testa-
ment, the film highlights the divinity
and humanity of Christ, His trials and
His triumph. Research for the produc-
tion revealed much that was new about
the society and epoch in which Christ
worked and lived.

The story is told in two parts,

ANNE BANCROFT as Mary Magdalene
JAMES FARENTINO as Simon Peter
IAN McSHANE as Judas
CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER as Herod Antipas
RALPH RICHARDSON as Simeon

tonight and next Sunday. This first episode deals with His birth and the escape into Egypt when rumours of a Messiah’s
coming causes Herod to order the assassination of all boy babies. With Herod’s death, Jesus returns and is baptised by fohn
the Baptist, who tclls his followers: “Itis Him you must follow—not me.” Jesus goes to preach in Galilee, and the miracles
begin. Then John is beheaded and a leader of the Zealots—the Jewish Resistance of the day—calls for war on the Romans
in revenge. However, Jesus has other ideas. And his following grows.. . .

MICHAEL YORK as John the Baptist
and OLIVIA HUSSEY as Mary
ALSO STARRING
CYRIL CUSACK as Yehuda YORGO VOYAGIS as Joseph
MARINA BERTI as Elizabeth REGINA BIANCHI as Anna

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER DYSON LOVELL:
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER BERNARD ]. KINGHAM
MUSIC COMPOSED AND CONDUCTED BY MAURICE JARRE
SCREENPLAY BY ANTHONY BURGESS, SUSO CECCHI D’AMICO, FRANCO ZEFFIRELLI
PRODUCED BY VINCENZO LABELLA: DIRECTED BY FRANCO ZEFFIRELLI

faith.” So ran the substantial claims for
the greatest story ever told by Lord
Grade’s ATV. Robert Powell was Jesus
and was supported by a quality cast from
Anne Bancroft to Peter Ustinov.

Jesus: the making of an epic—see page 18.

ROBERT POWELL as JESUS

WITH GUEST STARS

VALENTINA CORTESE as Herodias '
JAMES EARL JONES as Balthazar
DONALD PLEASENCE as Melchior
FERNANDO REY as Gaspar
PETER USTINOV as Herod the Great

IAN BANNEN as Amos
OLIVER TOBIAS as Joel

* Dennis Healey was the Chancellor of the
Exchequer and both channels had Budget
Specials. He made very few changes that
year to the cost of: Petrol = 84p gallon,
Beer = 27p a pint and 20 cigarettes = 46p.

—
* Burt Lancaster starred in a three
million pound biblical epic series Moses
— the Lawgiver. It went massively over
budget when the Yom Kippur War drove

the production ot of Israel.
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Anews

¢ David Soul, known to TV viewers as

the blond half of Starsky and Hutch,

went to number one in the pop charts
with ‘Don’t Give Up On Us'.

Clive Sinclair unveiled the world’s

smallest television. It had a a 2-inch

screen and cost just under £200.

Shep, the Border collie from Blue

Peter, went for a sculptor’s sitting at

Madame Tussauds alongside presen-

ter John Noakes. A few months later

his girlfriend Petra, the mongrel,
died. She had clocked up more than

550 hours of television in 15 years.

Labour MP Brian Walden quit poli-

tics to take over Peter Jay’s job as

presenter of the Sunday current
affairs programme Weekend World.

* New colour televisions capable of
receiving CEEFAX or ORACLE
teletext go on sale for £500.

* Colour TV licences overtook black
and white for the first ime. That year
9.9 million people bought colour at
£21 and 8.1 million paid £9 for black
and white.

* TV commercials and radio ads for the

Sex Pistols’ LP ‘Never Mind the

Bollocks’ were banned by the IBA.

The BBC celebrated the 60th

anniversary of the Russian Revolution

with a Russian Week: ‘to help raise
the Iron Curtain and disperse the
clouds of unknowing’. Brezhnev said:

‘Our goal is to make the life of the

Soviet people still better’... than what?

Took's
TV TeAsers

1 Who were the Blue Peter team this
year ?

2 Who was the west country poet
discovered on Opportunity Knocks ?

3 What was the name of the company
in the Rag Trade ?

1977
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* The Good Old Days was still in the
charts 24 years after the City Varieties
Music Hall at Leeds went on air. It had a
massive audience waiting list keen to
dress up in Edwardian gear to sing old

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

music hall songs from a long lost era.
Leonard Sachs was the master of cere-
monies who with his mellifluous
verbosity, sounded like a man who had
swallowed a dictionary.

¢ Dave Allen and Friends was a change
of direction for the comic. We were used
to seeing Dave sitting on a stool, cigarette
in hand and whisky within reach, telling
stories. This series took him on a tour of
the UK looking for the quirky, comic and
unusual such as the world’s women’s
shouting champion, a teacher devoted to
the life cycle of the flea, and a man with a
garden full of edible weeds.

* Jubilee Day was Tuesday 7th June and
the BBC's coverage was No 1 in that
week’s chart. A Nationwide Special
opened the day followed by the pomp and
procession with Tom Fleming as the
chief commentator. Jubilee Jackanory
and a special Good Old Days followed
later in the day.

¢ Dennis Norden said for the first
time It’ll Be Alright On the Night. A
chance to see the TV and film clips that
normally end up in a pile on the cutting
room floor.

Aussie Soaps Arrive

Five years after it first arrived as an early
afternoon soap opera, Emmerdale Farm
had proved such a success it was given a
peak time slot. This left a hole in the
schedules and it was filled by The
Sullivans, the first of Australia’s soap
operas to arrive on British TV.

The action took place as World War
Il loomed in late thirties’ suburban
Melbourne. One son is a pacifist and
clashes with his father, there is love and
conflict with another family of immi-
grants, the Kaufmanns. The saga carried
on through the War and finally ended in
1982 after six years. The timelessness
of the series made it readily repeatable
and it has run again and again in numer-
ous countries.

TeAseER ANSWERS

1  John Noakes, Peter Purves and Lesley Judd.
2 Pam Ayres who had her own LWT series, The World of Pam Ayres.
3 Peter Jones as Mr Fenner, was the boss of Fenner Fashions Ltd.

» Citizen Smith first shouted ‘Power to
the People.’ Robert Lindsay as outrageous
Wolfie Smith was leader of the Tooting
Popular Front. Writer John Sullivan, who
not long before had been cleaning carpets
for a living, was hailed as a great new
talent. The producer cast Cheryl Hall as
Smith’s girlfriend without realising she
was married to Lindsay at the time.

* Mr and Mrs with Derek Batey asked
‘How much do husbands and wives know
about each other?’ A procession of
couples proved the answer was very little.
It was Border TV’s biggest hit.

Lena Zavaroni

Lena Zavaroni was 13 in ’77 and already
a seasoned TV performer. That summer
she was starring in the Sunday night vari-
ety show Hi Summer. She leapt to star-
dom as a winner on Hughie Green’s
Opportunity Knocks in 1973 aged
nine and 4ft lin in her stockinged feet.
Appearances in the States followed, two
top ten record hits, including ‘Ma He’s
Making Fyes At Me’ which won her a
silver disc and she was on the bill of the
Royal Variety Show in 1976. Now 4ft
10in she was earning £1,000 per week
and wearing long dresses on stage. 'The
little girl clothes had gone. But the
success was a bit too much for the young
star and problems with an eating disorder
kept her out of the limelight until the
middle of the eighties.
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Prime ume shows on Friday 22nd
December 1978.

ITV

19.00  The Muppet Show
19.30  Survival Special
20.30  Sale of the Century

BBCl1

19.10 Sear Trek

20.00 Citizen Smith
20.30 The Liver Birds

BBC2

17.35  Christmas Matinee
20.00  Country Game
20.30  Leo Sayer

P72\ How I wooed and won "gge
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Took’s
TV TeAseRrs

I Ronnie Barker’s Norman Stanley
Fletcher came out of Slade Prison
and into a new series in 1978. What
was it called ?

5%

Who played Arthur Parker in
Dennis Potter’s controversial
Pennies From Heaven ?

3 What did the Heineken commer-
cials start doing this year ?
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Strike Causes BBC
Ratings Flop

An all-out strike at the BBC on 22nd
December meant blank screens and
victory for I'TV in this year’s top 20.
Without an alternative main channel
millions of viewers tuned in to that
evening’s programming on I'TV.

The victory was particularly sweet for
Anglia Television which made two of the
shows transmitted in the all-important
‘prime-time’ slot between 7 pim and 9 pim.

‘From Norwich...” as the opening
sequence went, it was ‘...quiz of the week’
Sale of the Century (1) at 7.30. By now
in its seventh year, Nicholas Parsons was
still smiling all the way to the bank as he
offered contestants the chance to buy
goods at bargain prices.

Because of the strike, it had the highest
ever rating for a game show.

The bargains finally ran out in
1984 after about 500 contestants had
won nearly half a million pounds’ worth
of prizes.

At 8.30 pm was a Survival Special (2)
about a remarkable leopard, also high in
the charts because of the strike.

At 7 pm was The Muppet Show (5),
featuring Kris Kristotferson and Rita
Coolidge. Jim Henson’s Miss Piggy and
Kermit the Frog were by now household
names having been given their own show
in 1976 after being ‘discovered’ in
Sesame Street.

Scheduled on BBCI1 was Star Trek at
7.10 pm; Citizen Smith at 8 pm; and
The Liver Birds at 8.30.

77
TOP TWENTY
Viewers [millions]

1 Saleof the Century  ITV 21.2
2 Survival Special ITV 21.1
3 Georgeand Mildred TTV 208
4 This Is Your Life ITV 208
5 The Muppet Show ITV 206
6 Coronation Street ITV 205
7 Some Mothers Do

"Ave 'Em BBC 20.0
8 Sharp Intake of Breath ITV 19.8
9 The Eric Sykes Show ITV 19.6
10 European Champion’s

Cup Einal 19.2
11 The Sweeney ITV 19.1
12 Edward & Mrs SimpsonI TV 18.9
13 Morecambe and Wise 1TV 18.7
14 Robin’s Nest ITV 18.7
15 Miss Jones and Son ITV 18.6
16 Rising Damp ITV 18.6
17 TV Eye ITV 184
18 Mind Your Language ITV 18.2
19 Lillie ITV 182
20 All Creatures Great

and Small BBC 18.1

* No 6 — The Christmas edition saw Brian
Tilsley gatecrash Elsie's Christmas party to

arrange his first date with Gail Potter.

* No 13 — Eric and Ernie’s first Christmas
Special for I'TV. Guests included Leonard

Rossiter and Frank Finlay.

* No 10 - Liverpool won the final 1-0

against Bruges. Kenny Dalglish scored the

winning goal.
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FIRST NIGHTS

Larry Grayson and Isla St Clair took over
from Bruce Forsyth and Anthea Redfern
on The Generation Game. Larry ‘shut
that door’ on Brucie’s ‘good game, good
game’ and proved even more popular.
Bruce meantime went to London Week-
end Television, for Bruce Forsyth’s Big
Night Out, a series of two-hour unsuc-
cessful Saturday night spectaculars.
He progressed to Play Your Cards
Right in 1980.

Butterflies began with Wendy Craig
as Ria. The listing in the Radio Tines
said: ‘Ria has enough to cope with: there
is her husband Ben, who has his own
hang-ups and her sons Adam and
Russell who cause most of them. Then
suddenly there’s Leonard.” Geoffrey
Palmer was Ben, Andrew Ilall was
Russell, Nicholas Lyndhurst was Adam
and Bruce Montague was Leonard.

I'TV’s arts series The South Bank Show
began with a profile of ‘Paul McCartney -
Songsmith’.

John Mortimer brought us Horace
Rumpole in the shape of Leo McKern
and Rumpole of the Bailey. The well-
rounded barrister made his TV debut in a
BBC play but the BBC took so long to
make up its mind about a series that ITV
jumped in.

§.10 New series
Grange Hilt

A series 10 nine parts by

Phil Redmond, later
to create Brookside, o mmm et
brought us Grange ey 3 sy, San 1 fone:
Hill. Pupils in form
1A included Tucker
Jenkins, later to be
given his own series
— Tucker’s Luck.
Tucker was actor

Todd Carty, who

Grange Hill puplis:
J\I:lf: Bennet JMOBERT MORCAN
Winkle Graham
CHAISTOPHER ALL
Benny Green.......TERRY SUE PATT
Alan Hargreaves
R0
Jackie Heron. t
Tucker Jenkins. TODD CARTY
- FETTIRPLACE

Janet irereenee JTELLA HATME
Mrz Jenkins RILARY CRANE

A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

A shot-gun hold-up at Mike Baldwin’s
denim factory meant the end for the
Street’s Frnest Bishop. Bishop, played by
Stephen Hancock, was blasted by a sawn
off shot-gun and died later in hospital
(rumour has it that Hancock had asked
for a rise and the Street producers had
answered by killing him off). But justice

|

No smoke... |

After three episodes of All Creatures
Great and Small, | have yet to see
any smoke coming from Robert Hardy’s
pipe. He doesn’t seemn to know what to do
with it...

F C Potter
Haywards Heath, Sussex

Radio Times
March 1978

B

was seen to be done — his killers were
jailed for life two months later.

The regulars at the Rovers rallied
round a grieving Emily (Eileen

Derbyshire), Ernest’s wife of seven years.
Emily never did have much luck with the
men in her life — two years later she
married Arnold Swain only to find out he
was a bigamist. After that it was widow-
hood and Percy Sugden as a lodger.

2 Bob Hoskins.

TeASER ANSWERS

1  Going Straight. The sequel to Porridge which saw Fletch and Godber coping with life
on the outside. (It won the 1978 BAFTA award for best comedy series.)

3 Heineken began ‘Refreshing the parts other beers cannot reach’.

later became HIV carrier Mark Fowler
in EastEnders.

Comedian Ted Rogers began making
strange hand signals and contestants
started winning Dusty Bins in the game
show 3-2-1.

Nicholas Ball, then the husband of come-
dian Pamela Stephenson, became ex-cop
turned private eye James Hazell.

Ian Ogilvy became Simon Templar in the
Return of the Saint. He replaced Roger
Moore who had become James Bond.

America gave us former Miss USA Lynda
Carter as Wonder Woman.

Kenny Everett introduced Sid Snott and
Captain Kremmen in the Kenny Everett
Video Show.

TWnews

¢ Anna Ford joined News At Ten to
become I'TN’s top woman news-
reader and was voted the TV Times
‘most popular tv perscnality award’.
The licence fee increased to £10 for
black and white, £25 for colour.
* On New Year’s Eve six bombs were
discovered outside Ulster Television
in Belfast, two exploded but no-one
was hurt.
Comedy duo Mike and Bernie
Winters decided to split after 30 years
working together. The brothers deci-
sion was so sudden they reportedly
turned down £100,000 in advance
bookings. Their last appearance
together as an act was on Celebrity
Squares in June. Bernie continued
his showbiz career, Mike became a
successful businessman.
® The BBC banned The Sex Pistols,
objecting to a record entitled ‘No
One Is Innocent’ on which great train
robber Ronnie Biggs sang. Letters of
complaint poured in. The BBC
was unmoved; “The record is offen-
sive and a line has to be drawn
somewhere.’
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Dress Sense

Two big budget ITV period dramas made
this year’s top 20: Edward and Mrs
Simpson (12), winner of a BAFTA award
for best drama series, and Lillie (19).

Edward and Mrs Simpson starred
Edward Fox as Edward VIII and
American actress Cynthia Harris as Mrs
Simpson. It was popular with the viewers
but not so with the real Mrs Simpson,
the Duchess of Windsor, by then in her
eighties. The series took the cast to over
30 locations ranging from a Kenyan
safari to a coal mine in Wales. Over 70
sets were designed from rooms in
Buckingham Palace to a Glasgow slum.
It reportedly took nearly six months to
buy the materials and trimmings for
Cynthia. All the 1930s wigs and hair-

pieces — including Mrs Simpson’s — were
individually made for the cast.

Lillie was a 13-part series about the
life of Lillie Langtry, the Jersey girl
who became the mistress to the Prince
of Wales, later to be Edward VII.
Francesca Annis played Lillie. Three
years beforehand she had played her in
a cameo role for Edward the Seventh.
Anton Rodgers was her husband Edward,
who finally ended up in a madhouse,
Denis Lill played the Prince of Wales,
and Peter Egan was the handsome young
Oscar Wilde.

There were 3,000 costumes made for
the series — 200 of them for Francesca’s
Lillie. As with Edward and Mrs Simpson,
all the costumes were made the original
way in natural fabries — apparently man-
made fabrics don’t drape properly.

79

Recognise the face behind the bar?
Yes, before taking over the tenancy of the
Rovers Alec Gilroy, aka Roy Barraclough,
could be seen serving up drinks to the
likes of leering landlord Rigsby in
Rising Damp (16).

Rigsby (Leonard Rossiter) had been
insulting tenants Alan and Philip
(Richard Beckinsale and Don Warring-
ton) and lusting after the dotty Miss
Jones (Frances de la Tour) since 1974.

The grandad of television talent shows
Opportunity Knocks came to an end.
It had been started by Hughie Green on
radio in 1949 and moved to television in
1956. He auditioned 2,300 contestants
for the first TV series, from the 20,000
that had applied. The number of stars he
made famous is legendary: David
Whitfield, The Bachelors, Mary
Hopkin, Freddie Davis, Les Dawson,
Little and Large, Bobby Crush, Peters
and Lee, Lena Zavaroni, Frank Carson,
Freddie Starr to name but a few.

Thirteen years after the demise
of Opportunity Knocks, Barry Took,
on TV Weekly, pondered on whatever
happened to acts such as Mr and Mrs
Hubert Bell, the hand balancing act
from Leeds? Or Bruce Thompson, the
one-man-band from Newbiggen-on-
Sea? Bruce wrote in to tell Barry that he
was still a warm-up man on Every
Second Counts.

In 1987 the BBC tried the formula as
Bob Says Opportunity Knocks with
Bob Monkhouse stepping into Hughie’s
shoes and heavily on his toes. A complex
court case ensued as Hughie tried to
prove he held the copyright. It was
never really resolved — Hughie’s name
was put on the credits as adviser.

Eric and Ernie got caught up with the law
in an episode of The Sweeney (11). The
two comedians, whose own show had
switched to I'TV only a few months
before, starred as themselves in an
episode called Hearts and Minds. They
were entertainers in a night-club where
the tough guys were investigating a
murder. ‘We really play ourselves — a
cheap music hall act,” Eric joked. John
Thaw and Denis Waterman had appeared

on the Morecambe and Wise
Christmas Show a couple of years
beforehand - on the condition that Eric
and Ernie appeared on theirs. Hearts and
Minds also featured Jean Boht (Ma
Boswell) as ‘a woman neighbour’.

Bread’s Boswell family weren’t the first to be
created by writer Carla Lane. Nerys Hughes
character Sandra in The Liver Birds was a
Boswell. The series regularly featured her
mum and dad who were only ever referred to

as Mr and Mrs Boswell.

Suzie Quatro returned home io the States
and made a guest appearance on Happy
Days playing in the Diner with the Fonz.

A feature on Nationwide prompted
16,000 letters in support of the mile
against 500 for the kilometre.

1978
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TOP TWENTY

Viewers [millions]

To the Manor Born  BBC
Iéirx:zrggf?;:;e BBC
Blankety Blank BBC
Are You Being Served BBC
Mastermind BBC
Mike Yarwood BBC
Sykes BBC
Secret Army BBC
Last of the Summer

Wine BBC
Citizen Smith BBC
Petrocelli BBC
Rings On Their FingersBBC
Angels BBC
The Benny Hill Show ITV
Star Trek BBC
Shoestring BBC
Carry On Doctor BBC
Shirley Bassey BBC
Some Mothers Do

Ave 'Em BBC
Nine 0'Clock News ~ BBC

24.0

23.9
233
22.6
22.6
224
224
22.1

21.9
21.8
21.7
21.1
20.9
20.9
20.8
20.7
20.6
204

20.4
20.3

* No 7 - Eric Sykes and Hattie Jacques
celebrated the 20th year of Sykes with a
new series.

* No 14— The only I'TV programme to
reach the charts. Transmitted week ending
18th March.

* No 17 — One of a season of Carry On
films which ran this year and achieved high
ratings.
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Eleven Week ITV Strlke

It was a strike that helped I'TV dominate
the ratings in 1978 and a strike that
helped the BBC dominate the ratings in
1979. The difference being that the BBC
strike in 1978 lasted just one day and the
ITV strike in 1979 lasted 11 weeks. From
10th August to 19th October ITV screens
just broadcast a tasteful blue caption apol-
ogising for the lack of programmes. The
strike ended with a victory for the unions
and was estimated to have cost ITV £100
million in lost revenue. It was in the last
weeks of the strike that the BBC achieved
its highest ratings. All ten of the top
programmes in the year’s top 20 went out
in the week ending 21st October.

To The Manor Born (1) was the only
new show to make the list but it did spec-
tacularly. Penelope Keith, at the time
better known for her role as snob-next-
door Margo Leadbetter in The Good
Life, was snob-in-the-lodge Audrey
Fforbes Hamilton, forced to move out of
her stately home because of death duties.
Peter Bowles was new monied Richard
De Vere who moved into Grantley
Manor under Audrey’s disapproving eye.

Mastermind (5) that week came from
Aberystwyth University in mid-Wales.
Contenders were teacher Catherine
Mason (specialist subject: Louis XIV of
France), driver Ralph Handscomb
(specialist subject: The James Bond
novels of lan Fleming), fitter Barry Jones
(specialist subject: The Modern Summer

Traves

What insensitive idiot bas turned Last of
the Summer Wine into a half-hour
‘comedy show’, with audience participation
- or canned laughter? What a travesty!
Three wonderfully human characters
transformed into three actors delivering
punch-lines.

Gone is the simplicity and the beauty of a
once favourite balf hour.

Pamela § Laidlaw
Princes Risborough, Bucks.

Radio Times
October 1979

Vol 97 No. 44
October 25, 1979
IT’S MARVELLOUS to be back and we
can’t wait to tell you about the special
issues we've been planning.

ITV is going to be brighter and better
than ever and we’ve been making sure
that your favourite magazine reflects the
excellence of the programmes planned.

Olympics) and research assistant Philip
Jenkins (specialist subject: The Develop-
ment of Christianity AD 30-150) who
went on to win the programme and the
title that year. .

Angels (13) returned in 1979 as an early
evening twice-weekly soap, produced by
Julia Smith with Tony Ilolland as script
editor (both went on to create East-
Enders). Being a nurse at St Angela’s
hospital almost seemed to guarantee you
a place later in Albert Square! Shirley
Cheriton, Kathryn Apanowicz and Judith
Jacob all went from nursing into
EastEnders as Debbie Wilkins, Mags
Czajkowski and Carmel Roberts. The
first series of Angels back in 1976 had
starred Fiona Fullerron as Patricia
Rutherford, a new recruit with a private
education and a rich daddy.

[
| Coronation Street’s Coming of Age
party brought congratulations from all
over Britain, including telegrams from
some distinguished and surprising fans.

Poet Laureate John Betjeman wired:
‘The Street grows richer and deeper and
more lovable year by year. I thank God for
it and live for Mondays and Wednesdays.
May it last for centuries.’

Another telegram read:
‘Dateline: The Bull, Ambridge.
Congratulations on being able to drink
legally in the Rover’s Return. Hope nobody
gets too ‘merry’. You'll be there in body as
we will in spirit.
Signed: The Archer family and all the regu-
lars at the Bull.’

Nearly four million extra viewers tuned
in to Coronation Street to watch Brian
Tilsley marry Gail Potter in November.



A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

Work Begins on
Three New Soaps

Feverish work went on behind the
scenes, after the Independent Television
Authority announced it was looking for a
new soap to put out during the day.
Three new soaps were produced and tried
out on the viewers in 1980 (delayed
because of the ITV strike). Two ran for
13 weeks. The other was still running
after 13 years.

Together, made by Southern Television,
followed a group of characters living in a
small block of Housing Association flats.
Onec resident was presenter Sarah Greene
as Tricia Webber. Other stars included
Carol Hawkins of Please Sir! fame and
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Raymond Francis (Inspector Lockhart in
No Hiding Place). Episodes in the first
scries were recorded three days before
transmission — in the second and last
series they went out live and Together
entered television folk history. The studio
canteen would empty at 1.30 as staff
crowded around the TV sets waiting for
the inevitable cock-ups. One story has it
that the scenc hands wallpapered a whole
room during the commercial break.

Taff Acre, from HTV, was the Welsh
Valley’s answer to Coronation Street.
The story centred around the Johnson
family with Richard Davies (also of Please
Sir! fame) as unemployed father Max and
Rhoda Lewis as his employed wife Beth.
The Duily Mirror called it ‘breathlessly
permissive and not to be missed’. Viewers
thought differently.

81

And finally there
was Scottish 1TV’s
Take the High
Road, sct in the
fictional village
of Glendarroch,
in reality Luss.
It centred around
the comings and
goings of the
Vl”lgL It was
originally going to be called The
Glendhu Factor (Glendhu is Gacelic for
black valley and factor is the Scottish noun
meaning estate manager). This was
dropped because of the BBC’s Omega
Factor and Granada’s Krypton Factor
and concerns that the ‘doo’ might sound
odd to English ears. It eventually became
Take the High Road, casy to pronounce
and without any ‘doos’ or factors.

Anglia Television launched its first Tales
of the Unexpected, based on the best-
selling short storics of Roald Dahl. Tthe
serics was the most expensive project
Anglia Television had ever taken on.
Stars in that first series included Joan
Collins, Sir John Gielgud, Elaine Stritch,
Susan George and Timothy West.

American comedian Kclly Monteith was
given his own BBC2 scries written with
Neil Shand.

On the game show front ITV launched
Give Us a Clue, based on charades and
hosted by Michael Aspel and the BBC
gave us Blankety Blank.

Former Doctor Who John Pertwce hit
upon the idea of adapting Barbara
Euphan Todd’s Worzel books for televi-
sion and took the title role: Worzel
Gummage.

Arthur Negus, the antiques expert who
had found fame in the sixtics with Going
For a Song, did his first Antiques
Roadshow.

Took's
TV TeAseRrs

1  What were the names of the two
families in the cult American
comedy Soap ?

2 Geoffrey Burgon composed the
theme music for Tinker, Taylor,
Soldier, Spy, which reached number
56 in the music charts and stayed
there for four weeks. What was it
called ?

3 Inanew sitcom Maureen Lipman
played a problem page writer on a
woman’s magazine. Name her char-
acter and the series.

1979
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9.0 The Minder

DENNIS WATERMAN
GEORGE COLE

A thriller series starring Dennis Water-
man as Terry, an ex-convict who must
tackle a variety of difficult and danger-
ous bodyguard assignments arranged
by his smooth boss.

Unglamorous Start
For Minder

Second-hand car salesman Arthur Daley
and ex-boxer Terry McCann had a quiet
opening night. Minder, or The Minder
as it was then called, began only a few
weeks after I'l'V went back on air follow-
ing the strike. It had no publicity. The
TV Times gave it five lines (see listing) and
very few people noticed it. In fact it took
two years for the series to figure in the
ratings. If it hadn’t been for Thames
Television’s managing director Brian
Cowgill it might not have lasted that
long. I'TV, unlike the BBC was not
renowned for sticking with series which
weren’t instant hits.

(TWVnews

¢ Jan Mackintosh, former Lieutenant-
Commander in the Royal Navy and
writer of the two TV blockbusters
Warship and The Sandbaggers
disappeared while crossing the Gulf
of Alaska in a light aircraft. With him
were his girlfriend Susan Insole and
his friend British Airways pilot
Graham Barber.

* Revlon lady Shelley Hack took over
from Kate Jackson as one of the trio
of TV crimefighters in Charlie’s
Angels. Hack, known to millions as
the model in the Charlie Girl adver-
tisements, played Tiffany Welles,
daughter of a Connecticut police
chief. She joined Jaclyn Smith and
Cheryl Ladd.

* The Monica Sims working party on
violence on television was published.
New guidelines were laid down for
programme makers.

* The tlevision licence fee increased to
£12 for black and white sets, £34 for
colour.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Blooming Good?

Richard Beckinsale played an out-of-
work actor who gets a job in a florists in

a new comedy series called Bloomers.
Sadly Beckinsale never saw the series
transmitted. The actor died suddenly
before they recorded the final episode.

‘ t

| When his relations with 4nna Fnlder Marshall hegin {0 wtlt Richarc
' Reckinsale nlants hiwseli omona the Bloomers 10 !

(S - _

Fawlty TV

Fawlty Towers returned for a new
series. The first series, made three years
beforehand, had been shown three times
in Britain and countless times all over the
world. In America one channel had
shown the whole lot in one evening.
American television had wanted to cut
some of it but John Clecse reportedly
refused saying: “It’s like saying to
Beethoven, “This symphony’s a real treat,
Ludwig, but it's 32 bars too long.””
Cleese and Connie Booth had started
writing the second series in 1976 but
there had been many interruptions - not
least their splic. Another reason why it
had taken so long to come to screen,
Cleese told the Radio Times, was because
they took so long to write the scripts.
‘Most 30 minute shows have about 65
pages of script. Ours are nearer 120

pages. We play it much faster than most
people, so there’s more to write.’

1 The Tates and the Campbells.
2

TeEASER ANSWERS

“The Nunc Dimittis", it won a BAFTA award for best television theme (Geoffrey
Burgon also composed the music for Brideshead Revisited in 1981).

3 Maureen Lipman played Jane Lucas in Agony. The series was devised by Anna
Raeburn, then a real-life agony aunt, and Len Richmond. It ran for three years.




Only One New Hit

The only new series to make the chart
this year was Keep It In the Family (18)
an average sitcom about an average
middle class family with average prob-
lems. Robert Gillespie played a cartoonist
working from home. Pauline Yates was
his wife and Stacy Dorning and Jenny
Quayle were his daughters.

To say that the top 20 had a familiar look
is an understatement. Two of the younger
sitcoms were spin-offs from Man About

Who Shot JR?

It has to be the most successful cliff-
hanger in the history of television. Who
had crept up on soap’s most hated man
and blasted him in his own office at
Ewing Towers? The question kept the
world on tenterhooks, the bookies busy
and T-shirt makers in business. In
Britain viewers wondered, for eight
months, was it half-mad Sue Ellen? Was
it her sister and his mistress Kristin?

Was he dead? The truth was even the
Dallas producers didn’t know. They
decided to shoot JR first and worry
about it later.

In November over 20 million British
viewers tuned in to find the culprit. It
was Kristin, played by Bing Crosby’s
daughter Mary (JR recovered and had
his revenge by drowning her in the
South Fork swimming pool).

Took's
TV TeAseRrs

1 What in this year was claimed to be
the most watched television show in
the world ?

2 Who told us ‘You meet the nicest
people on a Honda' ?

3 Name Arthur’s drinking haunt in
Minder and where is it really
located ?
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the House: George and Mildred (20),
which had started in 1976 and Robin’s
Nest (14) which had begun in 1977. My
Wife Next Door (5) had first appeared
eight years earlier, and The Benny Hill
Show (16) was first broadcast in 1955,
which was the same year that This Is
Your Life (4) arrived from America.
Coronation Street (8), was in its 20th
year and as popular as ever.

Of the hit comedy acts in this year’s
charts, The Two Ronnies (12) and
Little and Large (19) had been around
for nearly a decade, Morecambe and
Wise (11) for almost two.

\ﬂ
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Birthday Soap

In June Coronation Street celebrated its
2,000th edition and 20th year. Pat
Phoenix adorned the front page of the
TV Times saying inside: ‘It feels like 200
years ago that Coronation Street started -
and me with it.” Going on to talk about
relationships and men - her estranged
husband Alan Browning had died the
previous year - she said: ‘I feel like I am
90 per cent public property. I've got 30
million public friends but it means that
most men look at me as Elsie. They
expect me to turn it on strong, and I'm
not like that atall.’

TV Times also published a bumper 96-
page Extra which included an episode-
by-episode rundown of the story to date
and an ‘actual’ script of Coronation
Street’s first episode. It cost 60p.

1980
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11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

TOP TWENTY

Viewers [millions]

Live and Let Die ITvV
To the Manor Born  BBC
Dallas BBC
This Is Your Life TV
My Wife Next Door 1TV
Jim’ll Fix It BBC
Blankety Blank BBC
Coronation Street ITV
The Dick Emery Show BBC
All Creatures Great

and Small BBC
Morecambe and Wise ITV
The Two Ronnies BBC
Paint Your Wagon ITV
Robin’s Nest ITvV
Generation Game BBC
The Benny Hill Show ITV
Dick Emery Show ITvV
Keep It In the Family ITV
Little and Large ITV
George and Mildred TTV

23.5
21.6
20.3
19.8
19.3
19.2
19.1
19.0
18.9

18.7
18.7
18.6
18.5
184
18.3
18.1
18.1
18.1
18.1
17.8

* No 4 - Among the guests being ‘lifed’ this

year was Michael Aspel, later to host the

show after Eamonn Andrews’ death in 1987.

* No 5 — A repeat of the successful comedy

starring John Alderton as George and

Hannah Gordon as Suzy.

* No 13 — The New Year’s afternoon film

adaptation of the western musical with Clint
Eastwood and Lee Marvin singing
‘Wandrin’ Star’ and ‘I Talk to the Trees’.

19
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FIRST NIGHTS

Best new comedy was Yes Minister star-
ring Paul Eddington as Minister for
Administrative Affairs Jim Hacker and
Nigel Hawthorne as his permanent secre-
tary Sir Humphrey Appleby. Hawthorne
described the series as a ‘parody of
manipulation’ and IHacker as ‘an innocent
beset by piratical civil servants’. Written
by Jonathan Lynn and Antony Jay it soon
became known as Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher’s ‘favourite pro-
gramme’ and picked up the BAFTA
award for best comedy three years
running, from 1980 to 1983. IHawthorne
also won best actor in 1980 and 1981 and
both he and Eddington were given CBE’s
in the 1986 New Year’s Honours List.

The Other ’Alf saw cockney model
Lorraine Chase made her acting debut as
cockney model Lorraine Watts. John
Standing, a real life baronet, was ‘the other
"alf’ upper class MP Charles Latimer.
Twenty-eight-year-old Lorraine had
shot to fame as the ‘Luton Airport’
Campari girl, and was still taunted,

unfairly, as being thick as two short
planks merely because of her accent.

‘People think that if you talk with a
cockney accent you're a bit fick,” she
pointed out in an interview. ‘It’s like the
bird in the Luton Airport adverts. People
think she’s fick, but she’s just the oppo-
site. There’s this mug trying to pick her
up, giving this chat about “Were you
truly wafted here from paradise?” You
know, wot a load of rubbish. And instead
of going “Ere leave it aht mate,” “Knock
it off,” or something even stronger, she
nicely says “No Luton Airport.™

ITV’s The Gentle Touch was Britain’s
first TV series about a policewoman. Jill
Gascoigne played London CID officer
Maggie Forbes, widowed in the first
episode and left to cope with the children
and the career.

Juliet Bravo followed later in the year
on the BBC with Stephanie Turner as
Detective Inspector Jean Darbly, officer
in charge of a provincial police station.

(P news

* A poll conducted by European
Marketing Surveys showed that 60
per cent of television viewers thought
police series were too far-fetched, 45
per cent thought they were inaccurate
and 43 per cent thought they were
too violent. But at least the majority
of viewers preferred British to
American series.

* BBC musicians went on strike in

protest at the Corporations plans to

axe five orchestras.

The ITV drama documentary, The

Death of a Princess, outraged Saudi

Arabia. King Khaled cancelled his

plans to visit Britain and millions of

pounds were lost in exports.

* The Broadcasting Bill, which
formerly gave the go-ahead for the
establishment of two new channels -
Channel 4 and its Welsh alternative
S4C - was given the Royal Assent and
became law on 13th November.

* Jeremy Isaacs, director of

programmes at Thames Television,

was chosen to head the new fourth
channel. Other contenders for the job
had been John Birt, controller of
features and current affairs at London

Weekend Television and Paul

Bonner, former head of science and

features at the BBC. Bonner was

appointed channel controller,

Isaacs deputy.

Southern and Westward Television

lost their IBA franchises and TV-am

was awarded the contract for the new

I'TV breakfast service. ATV in the

north was to be restructured to form

Central Independent Television.

North London.

TeEASER ANSWERS

1 The Muppet Show. It had an estimated weekly audience of around 450 million.
Twiggy. According to the Daily Mail in 1980 she was among the top ten highest paid
commercial earners, earning a reported £30,000 for the campaign.

3 The Winchester Club. The outside shot is of The Eton Club in Chalk Farm,

Ten thousand families applied to go on a
new game show, Family Fortunes. But
William G Stewart, the producer, still
wasn’t happy and wanted more to apply.

London taxi driver Fred Iousego won
the final of Mastermind and became a
TV personality and presenter appearing
on shows like Blankety Blank, History
On Your Doorstep and The Six O’
Clock Show.



* Weekday evening ITV comedies
included Just Liz on Mondays and Hart
of the Yard on Wednesdays. They
attracted about 15 million viewers but
never made it to a second series.

¢ Just Liz starred Sandra Payne as Liz, a
woman who's left alone to fend off suitors
when her fiance takes a job abroad.
Amongst those who came calling was
Rodney Bewes as fussing Reg. It was writ-
ten by John Esmonde and Bob Larbey the
team behind Please, Sir!, The Good
Life and Get Some In, but never really
came up to scratch.

e Hart of the Yard was an American
import, starring Ron Moody (remember
him as Fagin in Oliver?) as Det. Roger
Iart, an old-fashioned sleuth from
Scotland Yard on temporary duty with
the San Francisco Police Department. It
was kind of Inspector Clouseau without
the laughs. Hart’s temporary duty in San
Francisco turned out shorter than he
might have hoped.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

Commander Diana Dors confroniing
Betty and Janet (aka Ronnie Barker
and Ronnie Corbett) in the final
episode of the famous Two Ronnies
sketch The Worm That Turned.

The two Collins, Joan and Pauline, had
their sights set on the same rich husband

the Unexpected as two touring rep.
actresses. Both admitted to the TV Times
that they had very little experience of the
repertory circuit. ‘I did nine months in

when they starred together in a Tales of

10.0 [ZEEE
Tales of the Unexpected

JOAN COLLINS
PAULINE COLLINS
BREWSTER MASON in

A Girl Can't Always Have
Everything

BY TONITA S. GARDNER, DRAMATISED BY
JULIAN BOND

with JAMES FAULKNER

A further series of twist-in-the-tail
dramas, based on short stories.

Witty, glamorous Suzy, siren of a
touring theatre company, seeks a rich
husband. When wealthy tay manufac-
turer Herbert appears, Suzy and her
impish friend and flatmate Pat compete
for the prize. But the situation develops
into something frightening . . .

See Inside Television \

Suzy Joan Collins
Pat Pauline Collins
Herbert Brewster Mason
Parrick James Faulkner
Grande Dame Nancy Nevinson
Electrician Marshall Ward

Man at airport
Stage manager Richard Foxton

Messenger Sylvester Wilhams (
DESIGNER MARILYN TAYLOR: DIRECTOR

GRAHAM EVANS: PRODUCER JOHN

ROSENBERG ! EXECUTIVE PRODUCER JOHN

WOOLF

Anglia Television Production

Ryan Michael

Ireland in 1963 - seven nights a week, a
different play every night, for £8 a week,’
said Pauline. Joan’s short stint was at
Maidstone in 1952: ‘I spent six weeks as|
an assistant stage manager. | remember
rushing round acquiring props and play-
ing very small roles.’

_— _— B

e
Franchise Changes

OUT: Westward

IN: Television South
West (TSW) (took

over Jan '81)

TSW

OUT: Southern

Television

SOUTHERN

WTVS

IN: Television
South (T'VS)

(took over Jan '82)

OUT: Associated

Television (ATV)
1 l I

IN: Restructured
form Central
Independent
Television (Jan ’82)

CENTRAL

IN: TV-am won
breakfast franchise

o T . 1
I'wo ‘porrable’ home video systems

went on sale — the Ferguson Videostar |

and National Panasonic 8400 costing |
labout £1,500. Both had a large hand- |
held camera attached to a recorder that
was larger than a briefcase. |
* The Kenny Everett Video Show
tollowed the Benny Hill Show to
America. Thames TV hoped to build on
Benny’s success with a re-packaged series,
but some of Kenny’s ‘naughty bits’ had to
be left on the cutting room floor.

* Viewers asked why David Jason was
walking with a limp. He’d had a run-in
with a lawn mower and his big tow had
received a hit of a trim.

1980
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1961

TOP TWENTY

Viewers [millions]

1 Jaws TV
2 Diamonds Are Forever 1TV
3 Benny Hill Show ITv
4 ThisIs Your Life ITvV
5 Coronation Street ITvV
6 To the Manor Born  BBC
7  Shelley ITv
8 Magnum ITv
9  Seven Dials of Mystery ITV
10 Bergerac BBC
11 Hart To Hart ITvV
12 I'TN News ITvV
13 Last of the Summer

Wine BBC
14 London Night Out ITvV
15 Two Ronnies BBC
16 Paul Daniels Magic

Show BBC
17 Sorry! BBC
18 Crossroads ITvV
19 Morecambe and Wise

Christmas Show ITvV
20 3-2-1 ITv

about a man-eating shark.

a diamond smuggler in Amsterdam.

Ralph Richardson, Alvin Stardust and
Suzanne Danielle.

23.3
22.2
20.0
19.8
18.8
17.8
{74
17.6
17.6
17.4
17.4
17.4

17.0
17.0
17.0

16.9
16.8
16.8

16.7
16.7

* No | - The 1979 Steven Speilberg epic

* No 2 - Sean Connery’s Bond in search of

* No 19 — Guests included Robert Hardy,
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Island Investigations

Two new detectives made the top 20 this
year, both hunks, both from islands and
both with women problems and smart cars.

From Hawaii was Tom Selleck as private
investigator Thomas Sullivan (TS)
Magnum (8), a retired Naval intelligence
officer who lives rent-free in a beach
house in return for guarding it. The show
was Selleck’s eighth try at his own TV
series and the one which made him big.

And from Jersey was John Nettles as
Detective Sergeant Jim Bergerac (10),
working for the Channel Isles Bureau d’
Ftrangers and hindered by his frightfully
rich ex-father-in-law Charlie Hungerford
(Terence Alexander). Both series leapt into
the charts with over 17 million viewers.

Not so hunky, but also new and popular
was Ronnie Corbett’s wimpy mummy’s

boy Timothy Lumsden in Sorry! (17).

‘Bankruptcy Revisited’ Becomes
Bankable BAFTA Winner

Brideshead Revisted may not have been
the most watched programme of the year
but it certainly was the most talked about.
Filmed at Castle 1Toward in Yorkshire, it
took more than two and a half years to
make and cost four million pounds, more
than twice what had been planned.
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Filming was a catalogne of disasters.
First the I'TV strike in 1979 held up
production. Committed to filming the
French Lieutenant’s Woman in 1980,
Brideshead star Jeremy Irons ended up
shuttling between productions. Every-
thing finished late and editing was a
nightmare. The newspapers predicted
disaster calling it ‘Bankruptey Revisted’
and ‘“T’he Curse That Visited Brides-
head’, among others.

An average of ten million viewers
watched Brideshead - all 11 episodes and
13 hours of it. The series was nominated
for 13 BAFTA awards and received seven
of them, best actor for Anthony Andrews,
best drama series, best design, best make-
up, best film sound, best film editing and
best costume design

‘U'm writing a very beautiful book. to bring
tears, about the very rich, beautiful, high
born people who live in palaces and have no
troubles except what they make themselves
and these are mainly the denrons of sex and
drink which after all are easy to bear as trou-
bles go nowadays.” Fvelyn Waugh, 1944.



AWnews

¢ Angela Rippon and Anna Ford
resigned from their respective jobs in
the BBC and ITN newsrooms, both
heading for TV-am. Selina Scott took
over from Ford on News At Ten.
® The colour television licence went up
from £34 to £46, black and white
from £12 to £15.
* Scatterbrained scarecrow Worzel
Gummidge was named TV personal-
ity of the year by the Variety Club.
Small but perfectly formed ex-
Tonight TV star Dudley Moore took
America by storm. One Hollywood
columnist cooed: ‘He’s so adorable, 1
could just tuck him under my arm and
take him home.’
The BBC and ITV companies agreed
to pool resources for research into
audience ratings. The Broadcasters
Audience Research Board (BARB)
was appointed to compile the figures
for both channels.

BAFTA Awards

Judi Dench received the BAFTA best-
actress award for not one but three
different projects. The comedy A Fine
Romance in which she starred with her
real-life husband Michael Williams and
the BBC play Going Gently and The
Cherry Orchard.

Warren Mitchell began work on a new
series of Alf Garnett stories but this time
for I'TV. The working title was ‘Alf In
Eastbourne’ with Johnny Speight taking
Garnett to a happy retirement by the sea.
It went out in May called Till Death...

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

A Bullseye for
Bowen

Jim Bowen is the first to admit that no-
one thought Bullseye would last 12
minutes let alone 12 years. It all started in
1981 when Bowen, a stand-up comedian
who had guested on The Comedians,
was asked to present a British game show
based around the game of darts. He
claims he was the fifth choice for host.
The first three turned it down and the
fourth said he would check his diary.

The first two programmes were so
awful they had to be scrapped, an expen-
sive move considering a car had been won
in one of the shows. “I thought I'd
committed professional hari-kari,” said
Bowen later.
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Amazingly in 1992, the show was in its
twelfth series and had become so popular
that it was getting 12,000 applications a
year from potential contestants; there was
even a five year waiting list for people
wanting to be in the audience!

During that time Bullseye had become
cult viewing. The top ten Bullseye sayings
(‘super’, ‘smashing’, ‘great’, ‘lovely
couple’, ‘look what you could have won’)
had been listed on the front cover of the
trendy music magazine New Musical
Express; Bowen played himself in a sketch
on The Laughter Show called Chez
Bullseye, set in the Bullseye household
complete with a dart-board over the
mantelpiece; in 1985 he was the subject of
a This Is Your Life and finally, the ult-
mate accolade, Spitting Image made a
Jim Bowen puppet.

‘My name is Bond, Brooke Bond’ - the
latest of the PG Tips chimps. The
chimp campaign started in December
1956 and became the longest running in
the history of television with over 100
different ads. The most famous chimp
of all was Mr Shifter (‘Do you know the
piano’s on my foot!’) which entered the
Guinness Book of Records as the most
shown ad on telly - 2,000 appearances.

A modest start for the biggest TV success
of the eighties, Only Fools and Horses,
which concerned various generations of
the Trotter family sharing a council flat
in Peckham. Featuring Grandad (aka the
late Lennard Pearce), Del Boy (David
Jason) and younger brother ‘Rodneeey’
played by Nicholas Lyndhurst.

Jason’s voice also launched another
much-loved long running series this year,
the children’s cartoon Dangermouse.

A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

The unthinkable happened in Crossroads.
On Monday 22nd June the nation awoke
to the ‘exclusive’ revelation in the Daily
Mirror: ‘Noele Gordon sacked from star
TV role as Meg Mortimer in Cross-
roads.” The tabloids went mad. The
nation went into mourning. The Star
asked its readers ‘How would you get rid
of Meg?’ The Sun ran a Save Qur Meg
Campaign - viewers voted 25-1 in her
support. But nothing could sway the men
in high places at Central Television.
Undercover filming went on aboard the
QE2 in Southampton. The motel was
burnt down and Meg was seen sailing off
to a new life in New York.

Took's
TV TeAseRrs

1 What was the name of the holiday
camp in Hi-de-Hi ?

2 Which role did Laurence Olivier
play in Brideshead Revisited ?

3 Name the two presenters of the
popular science show Where
There’s Life.

1981
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Royal Wedding

29th July was a big day for the Royal
Family and a big day for British TV.
Television coverage of the wedding of
Prince Charles to Lady Diana Spencer
was broadcast live to 74 countries and an
estimated 750 million people tuned in
across the world. In Britain the Radio
Times and TV Times published special
souvenir editions and 39 million people
watched the event on both channels.

Commentators on the BBC were
Angela Rippon and Michael Wood. On
I'TV it was Andrew Gardner, Selina
Scott, Alastair Burnet and Ronald Allison
— between them I'TV and the BBC spent
a million pounds on coverage.

Sales of videos doubled in the year
leading up to the wedding from 700,000
to 1.5 million. In those days the viewing
ratings didn’t show the number of people
who set their videos and watched the
spectacle later.

The Other Wedding
of the Week

Ken Barlow married Deirdre Langton.
The couple walked up the aisle on 27th
of July, two days before the royals. A
banner in Coronation Street read
‘Good luck Charles and Di... and Ken
and Deirdre.’

‘It was a long and lovely velvet rut.’
Noele Gordon describing her time as
Meg in Crossroads.

LAST NIGHTS

Jack Hargreaves, the man who explained
to ‘townies’ what went on in the
country, finally bowed out of TV. His
show, Out of Town, ended after 22
years. It began under the name Gone
Fishing in 1956 and was due to run only
for six weeks.

TeAseR ANSWERS

1 Maplins.
2 Lord Marchmain, Sebastian’s absent
father.

3 Miriam Stoppard and Rob Buckman.
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S, YOUR BEST VIEW OF THE
N ROYAL WEDDING IS ON ITY

*

JULY 25-31

FIRST NIGHTS
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Cops, detectives and private eyes were
the order of the year in 1981. Most
long-lasting were the guys on the beat of
the Hill Street Precinct. Creator and
producer of Hill Street Blues was
Steven Bochco whose credits included
Columbo and McMillan and Wife.
Television critics in the US who saw the
pilot programme were so stunned by the
violence and realism, that the original
ending was changed before it got to the
screen. The producers toned down the
violence, turned up the comedy and
billed it as a ‘comedy drama’.

Soon viewers both sides of the
Atlandc were hooked on its slick story-
lines and fast-cut action. Good news for
the actors who were all relative newcom-
ers and particularly good news for
Veronica Hamel who played sexy lawyer
Joyce Davenport. Until then she had

Hill Street Blues

MICHAEL CONRAD
DANIEL J. TRAVANTH

Preview of a new series which takes a

realistic look st an inner—city police pre-

A teengem m- robbery, kidnapping,

> K G o

drugs and explosives arc all linked in
this action-packed pilot episode.

See laside Television

Sge. Phil Esterhaus Michae! Conrad

Capt, Frank Furillo Daniel J. Tnvnx_zti

Mick Belker Brace Weitz
Johnny LaRue Kiel Marun
Yoyce Davenport Veronica Hamel
Ray Calletano Rene Ennquez
Neal Washing:on Taurcan Blacque
Sgt. Hunter James Sikking
Henry Goldblume Joe Speno
Hill ichael Warren
Lucille Bares s
Renko Charles Haid
Hector Ponchutn

Fesus Martines Trinidad Silva
Woman Veronica Redd

Coivl

only been famous for turning down a
role in Charlie’s Angels later offered to
Jaclyn Smith.

As well as the top 20 newcommers
the BBC brought us The Chinese
Deteective in the shape of Johnny Ho,
played by David Yip.

Apart from the cop shows Wendy Craig
created and starred in Nanny.

Susannah York and Ralph Bates played a
divorcing couple in Second Chance.

Sarah Kennedy, Jeremy Beadle,
Matthew Kelly and Henry Kelly were
all Game For a Laugh, as were their
contestants. The show was based on
a forties American format People
Are Funny.




I'TV Dominant

Hart To Hart (3) was easy early-evening
Sunday viewing. Robert Wagner was jet-
setting millionaire Jonathan Hart and
Stephanie Powers was his sophisticated
and sexy wife Jennifer. Together with
Max, the butler-cum-housekeeper, they
found themselves embroiled in solving
crimes and fighting evil.

Max was beautifully played by Lionel
Stander - then 72 and on his sixth
marriage. All his wives were ‘around 20’
when he married them. By now he
claimed to be ‘settled down’. ‘I've always
said no man should marry until he’s
over 60, and no woman until she’s over
40,” he told the TV Times.

Robert Wagner’s wife, film actress
Natalie Wood, died tragically in a boat-
ing accident in November 1981. They
had married for the first time in the
fifties, divorced in the sixties and found
each other again in the seventies.

Stephanie Powers was Wagner’s first
choice to play his screen wife. However,
she was enjoying a colourful private life —
travelling the world with actor William
Holden looking for primitive and tribal
art, practising her bullfighting and writ-
ing to her 22 adopted children living in
an orphanage in Rome. Eventually, the
scripts and Wagner’s charm, convinced
her to play the role of Jennifer.

Dead Ernest (14) concerned the life-
after-death of one Ernest Springer played
by Andrew Sachs. It was written by two
Coronation Street writers Julian Roach

Took’s
TV TeAseRrs

1 Name the four main actors who
appeared in The Young Ones ?

2 Which character went round chant-
ing ‘Gissa job' in Alan Bleasdale’s
drama series Boys From the

Blackstuff ?

3 Who won a BAFTA award for her
cameo role in Smiley’s People ?

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

and John Stevenson and was all set in
heaven. This heaven had a pub - the
Snake and Apple - bovver boys, national-
ity problems, trouble and strikes. Dead
Ernest didn’t survive long but Roach and
Stevenson, went on to write Brass.

Shine On Harvey Moon (16) was
Lawrence Marks and Maurice Gran’s hit
starring Kenneth Cranham as RAF
Corporal Harvey Moon. Moon’s battles
began when he returned from World
War Two duty in India. He couldn’t find
his family and everyone seemed to think
he was dead. When he found the clan the
series went from strength to strength and
from half-hour episodes to one hour.

Perfect Plimsolls

A pair of old black canvas plimsolls
helped Roy Marsden play Jack Ruskin,
the lead character in Airline. Roy had
problems visualising the part until
he found the plimsolls in an old air-
craft hangar at one of the locations for
the series. They had obviously been worn
by an early pilot. “I tried them on and
immediately I got the walk and could
see the character,” he said. The plimsolls
were stitched up and repaired and then
worn throughout the filming. Roy trea-
sured them.

89
TOP TWENTY
Viewers [millions]

1 Coronation Street ITV 18.0
2 This Is Your Life ITV 179
3 Hart To Hart ITV 165
4 The Benny Hill Show ITV 16.2
5 ITN News ITV 16.1
6 Star Wars ITV 16.1
7  Last of the Summer

Wine ITV 155
8 Moonraker ITV 155
9 The Gaffer ITV 155
10 Family Fortunes ITV 15.0
11 Wish You Were Here TTV 15.0
12 Minder ITV 15.0
13 3-2-1 ITV 149
14 Dead Ernest ITV 149
15 Starburst ITV 147
16 Shine On Harvey MoonITV  14.7
17 The Fall Guy ITV 145
18 The Gentle Touch ITV 144
19 Nature Watch ITV 142
20 Magnum Force ITV 142

* No 6 — George Lucas'’s 1977 blockbuster
starring Harrison Ford.

* No 8 - 1979 James Bond film starring
Roger Moore.

® No 15 - ITV’s popular Wednesday night
variety show saw the likes of Bonnie
Langford, Dennis Waterman, The Nolans,

and Joe Longthorn topping the bill.

® No 19 — Julian Pettifer’s new natural
history and wildlife series.

1982
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Arthur Daley underwent a transformation
in 1982. Still going strong as dodgy
dealer Daley in Minder (12), George
Cole became Trevor Mountjoy, humour-
less estate agent and brother-in-law to
Peter Bowles’ charming ex-con Howard
in The Bounder.

Cole described the difference between
Arthur and Trevor as ‘Arthur’s like a
windmill, arms and legs going all the time
as he tries to talk his way in and out of
things, while Trevor is like a lamp-post,
solid and steady.’

The year also saw a new role for
Daley’s minder Terry McCann. Dennis
Waterman turned up in June in The
Captain’s Tale, a true story about a
Durham miners’ football team winning
the World Cup. Waterman himself had
discovered the story while sitting on the
loo. Buried deep in a Football Almanac
was the fact that a West Auckland team

10.0
‘The World Cup —
A Captain’s Tale

BY NEVILLE SMITH
DENNIS WATERMAN
RICHARD GRIFFITHS
ANDREW KEIR
NIGEL HAWTHORNE
DEREK FRANCIS

8.30

NEW SERIES
The Bounder

BY ERIC CHAPPELL

PETER BOWLES |
GEORGE COLE

HE’S NOT HEAVY—NHE’'S
MY BROTHER-IN-LAW
Comedy series about a
sophisticated rogue, just
released from prison after
serving a sentence for
embezzlement. His sister
and brother-in-law hope he
will turn over a new leaf. |
Unfortunately, he meets the
widow next door — young,
attractive and very rich.

| Music is by Peter Knight.

The amazing story, based
on fact, of a unique sporting
challenge. In 1910, Sir
Thomas Lipton invited an
amateur team to represent
England in the first World
Football Cup. These ‘Men
| of Iron’ from the West
Auckland club, County
Durham, were to face the

See page 8 h y
Howard Peter Bowles ::‘gd ;:L(i?;limany, Spilzer
| Trevor George Cole Y-
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The Queen Treads |
the Coronation
Street Cobbles

The Queen opened the real Coronation
Street in May. For the first time in the |
soap’s 21 year history it had a genuine,
properly-built street of houses instead of
a half-sized exterior set. The street cost
£170,000 to build and was made from
4,000 concrete blocks and 49,000 bricks
reclaimed from demolished houses in
the area. The new street opened its
Ld()()rs to the viewing public on 7th June.

from the Northen Amateur League had
beaten Juventus in Italy to win the first
ever Cup back in 1910. Director Tom
Clegg and writer Neville Smith took on
the job of fleshing out the story and
Waterman took the idea to Tyne Tees
Television.

dropped in from time to time).
2 Bernard Hill’s Yosser.
3 Beryl Reid.

TEASER ANSWERS

1 Rik Mayall, Ade Edmondson, Nigel Planer and Christopher Ryan (Alexei Sayle

A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

Brookside was Britain’s first soap to be
set entirely on location. Its producers
Mersey Television had bought 13
houses on a new housing estate outside
Liverpool. Three houses made up the
administrative offices, three were the
technical block, one was used for cater-
ing and the rest were the homes of
Brookside’s fictional families. The first
families on the Close were the Grants,
headed by militant trade union official
Robert Grant, who had moved up from
a nearby council estate; the Collins,
headed by recently redundant school
headmaster Paul Collins, who had
moved down from a posh house; and the
newly married Huntingdons Roger and
Heather who had moved out fr()m his
parents’ place.

¢ Three new ITV stations - Central
Television, Television South (TVS)
and Television South West (TSW) —
broadcast their first programmes.
Film star Sophia Loren was sentenced
to a month in prison for tax evasion.

* Sebastian Coe became the first British
athlete to appear in a commercial as
himself. He earned £30,000 for a
series of Horlicks ads on the condi-
ton that he would not receive the
money until he retired from athletics.
Channel 4 was launched in
November, a month later Home
Secretary William Whitelaw voiced
his concern about its ‘bad language,
political bias and many other undesir-
able qualities’.

British Television’s first three-dimen-
sional programme, an edition of the
science series The Real World, was
broadcast - audiences watched
through red and green spectacles.
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1982



£861

92
TOP TWENTY
Viewers [millions]
1 Coronation Street ITV 185
2 Superman ITV 168
3 This Is Your Life ITV 16.6
4 It’ll Be Alright On
the Night ITV 16.0
5 Last of the Summer
Wine ITV 16.0
6 JawsIl ITV 158
7 The Man With the
Golden Gun ITV 157
8 Family Fortunes ITV 153
9 Miss World IV 150
10 Wish You Were Here TV  14.8
11 Name That tune ITV 148
12 3-2-1 ITV 146
13 Tom, Dick and Harriet ITV 14.6
14 The Windsof War  ITV 145
15 Carry On Laughing TTV 144
16 London Night Out  TTV 144
7 G s
18 Cannon and Ball ITV 144
19 The A-Team ITV 143
* No 1 - Top episode transmitted on
23rd Febmaty e midst of the ‘will

Deirdre leave Ken for Mike?’ saga.

*Nob6-
the film.

is just for one showing of
“;f::xtwasrepeuted later in the

year it gained another 13.75 million viewers.
* No 9 - Winner was Miss UK Sarah Hurt.
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Thin Year For the BBC

Last of the Summer Wine (5) was the
only BBC top 20 hit of the year. Written
by former policeman Roy Clarke it had
by now been a hit for ten years. The
setting was the same - the Yorkshire
Dales, where three old friends, now
retired, spent their days enjoying them-
selves and creating havoc. In 1983 Peter
Sallis played former Co-op manager
Clegg, Bill Owen was Compo the tramp
and Brian Wilde was Foggy an ex-Army
signwriter.

The Winds of War (14) was ITV’s 16-
hour epic mini-series, of Herman Wouk’s
novel shown on four successive Sunday
and Monday evenings in September. It
took 12 years to reach the screen, cost 65

million dollars to produce and involved
30,000 people in six countries, 267 loca-
tions, 50,000 costumes, 14 months of
filming and 12 agonising months of edit-
ing the 185 hours shot into the 16 hours
screened. The story focused on World
War II and the exploits of Pug Henry,
played by Robert Mitcham, an American
naval attache based in Berlin.

Ali MacGraw played Natalie, his son’s
American-Jewish sweetheart. She was
reportedly so upset at her American
reviews that she refused to be interviewed
at the time of the series’ release in Britain.
Victoria Tennant, in her first major TV
role, played Pamela Tudsbury, a war
correspondent’s daughter with her eyes
set on Pug.

Ace of Spies

Sam Neill, short, dark and handsome,
hit the screens in September playing the
title role in the Euston films drama
Reilly - Ace Of Spies.
| Momcler, Wechmeadiqr: Reilly — Acvof Spies
Atruly
amazing
life of
Reilly

Fleming’s James Bond. But exrlicr this
centurysticha man, Skincy Really, did
vt fo Bricain, T ths ot g o etmt fromt

e

The 12-part series told the true
story of Sidney Reilly, born to a Jewish
doctor in the late 19th century but
brought up by a Russian aristocratic
family. Fleeing Russia after discovering
his true descendancy he joined the
Secret Service to be entrusted with
James Bond-style missions around the
world. It had all the ingredients - love,
intrigue, violence, sex, comedy but still
failed to make the top.

Sam Neill was chosen for the part of
Reilly after being spotted by producer
Chris Burt, in Omen III. “We wanted
someone with charm and sexiness yet
someone whose eyes could kill,”
said Burt.

Wind In the Willows was the Christmas
classic. Produced by animators Cosgrove
Hall each model cost nearly £5,000 to
make. The puppet skeletons were made
of fibre glass — even the finger joints
moved — and the skins were made from a
specially developed rubber mixture which
had to be replaced every couple of weeks.
All the animals’ clothes were individually
designed and printed ordinary printed —
fabric wouldn’t have had the minute
detail.

Two different sized models were
needed for each character: a larger model
for the interior scenes and scaled down
replicas for the outside shots to give the
impression that the scenes were larger
than they actually were. Each model had
its own animator and the whole produc-

tion was shot frame by frame. The voices
were provided by Richard Pearson as
Mole, Ian Carmichael as Rat, David Jason
as Toad and Michael Hordern as Ratty.

New Year’s Honours

Broadcastmg names were very much to
the fore in the Queen’s New Year’s
Honours List. Michael Hordern was
given a knighthood, Max Bygraves an |
OBE and Jack Howarth — Coronation
Street’s Albert Tatlock — an MBE. This
made the third honour for Street stars:
Violet Carson (Ena Sharples), received
an OBE in 1965 and Doris Speed
(Annie Walker) an MBE in 1977.




A YEAR IN THE SOAPS

Deirdre Barlow’s affair with Mike
Baldwin was the big soap sensation of the
year. ‘Will Deirdre leave Ken?’ was the
question on everyone’s lips. ‘Will Ken
leave Deirdre?’ ‘Will Ken punch Mike?’
Nearly every newspaper, even the serious
ones, kept viewers up-to-date with the
story-so-far.
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She didn’t. He didn’t. Deirdre agreed
to give the marriage a second chance and
Ken booked a holiday in Malta.

A few months later Ken was asked to
write a column for the Weatherfield
Recorder. He agreed. A move which later
led to his ‘voluntary redundancy’ from
the Town Hall, his partnership in the
newspaper and, ultimately, his affair the
next year with assistant Sally Waterman.

A Year of Snap,
Crackle and Pop

¢ 17th January - The BBC’s Breakfast
Time is launched with Frank Bough and
Selina Scott taking pride of place on the
red leather sofa. Diana ‘Green Goddess’
Moran is the exercise lady, Russell Grant
tells the horoscopes and Francis Wilson
tells the weather.

¢ 1Ist February - TV-am is launched
from its hi-tech new studios in Camden
Town. Peter Jay and his famous five
(David Frost, Michael Parkinson, Robert
Kee, Angela Rippon and Anna Ford)
embark on their ‘mission to explain’.

* March — Peter Jay, chairman and chief
executive of TV-am resigns, Jonathan
Aitken temporarily takes his place.

* April — Timothy Aitken takes over
from his cousin. Anna Ford and Angela
Rippon are kicked out of their jobs at
TV-am by the company’s financial boss
Timothy Aitken.

* May - Greg Dyke is appointed from
LWT as Editor-in-Chief. TV-am’s view-
ing figures have fallen to 15 per cent of
the BBC’s Breakfast Time.

¢ June - Anna Ford throws a glass of
wine over Timothy Aitken at a reception
held by Lady Melchett.

* July - TV-am sees first signs of recov-
ery. The station’s share of the audience
returns to 32 per cent.

* August — TV-am’s share of audience
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Woodentop

The Bill began as a one-off play called
Woodentop, in a 1983 series called
Storyboard. Woodentop, is the CID’s
nickname for anyone wearing the blue
serge uniform, and the play concerned
the first day on the beat for rookie PC
Jimmy Carver played by Mark Wingett.
It was an eventful day for Carver — first
he discovered a decomposing body of an
old lady in a bath, then he ran the risk of
suspension when he clipped a young lad
round the ear. The tearaway with a
clipped ear was Gary Hailes later to find
fame in EastEnders as Barry Clark.

Another now famous face from
EastEnders in Woodentop was Peter
Dean (Pete Beale) who played Sergeant
Wilding. Woodentop was written by
Geoff McQueen, the man behind the
BBC series Give Us a Break, he still
has his name on The Bill credits. It was
directed by Peter Cregeen who had
worked on nearly every other British
cop series, and the producer was
Michael Chapman.

goes up to 52 per cent, due to the success
of Roland Rat in capturing a large chil-
dren’s audience during the school holi-
days and the popularity of new presenters
Anne Diamond and Nick Owen.

* November - Fleet Holdings buys a 20
per cent stake and Kerry Packer a 10 per
cent stake in T'V-am.

What vou’ll have
for Break fast with
the Famous Five

bv Adrisn Furness
Hlustratioa Trever Ridley
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Took's
TV TeAseRrs

1 Before becoming an actor, The A-
Team’s Mr T was a body-guard for
which former world heavy weight
champion ?

2 Who took over from Paula Yates as

co-presenter of Channe! 4’s The
Tube ?

3 In which David Leyland play did
Tim Roth star as a swastika-
tattooed skinhead ?
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FIRST NIGHTS

Comedy was the order of the year — and
good comedy at that.

Just Good Friends with working class
Vince and middle class Penny went
straight to the top of the BBC ratings
when it was launched in the autumn. Paul
Nicholas played the cockney hero and Jan
Francis his prissy girlfriend Penny. The
series was devised by John Sullivan after
reading an agony column in one of his
wife’s magazines.

Then there was Auf Wiedersehen Pet
about a gang of building workers who left
the dole queues of Newcastle to find work
in Germany. It was written by the team
behind Porridge and The Likely Lads,
Dick Clement and Ian La Frenais. At the
time large numbers of building workers
were flocking to Germany to find work
and as part of their research Clement and
La Frenais went to Dusseldorf with an ex-
builder. On their return the man was
arrested — it turned out on his last trip
he had borrowed a vehicle without
permission, driven it into a wall and left
the country. All good source material for
the series.

40 YEARS OF BRITISH TELEVISION

9.0

NEW SERIES
Auf Wiedersehen,
Pet

BY DICK CLEMENT,
IAN LA FRENAIS,
FROM AN IDEA BY
FRANC RODDAM

IF I WERE A CARPENTER

The first in a drama series
following the adventures of

a gang of brickies in Ger- |

mar;&r. Unable to find jobs
in Newcastle, three build-
ing workers make their wa
to Germany. Developed for
television by Wri)tzend
Productions.

Channel 4 launched Cheers, a new US
comedy from the producers of Taxi, set
in a Boston bar. The first episode saw
Diane (Shelley Long) being ditched
by her fiance and Sam (Ted Danson),
oftering her a job as a waitress. She stayed
five years.

Five Went Mad

“T’"he famous five embark on an innocent
holiday by the sea to stay with Mrs
French at ot Turkey Farm. On their
travels — by cycle of course and laden with

a picnic - they stop for ginger
beers and directions. Only to be served by
Janie, secret member of a cult

dedicated to love, peace and drug abuse.
They overhear on the radio that
Uncle Quentin — scientist and homo-
sexual — has escaped from prison — or was
it Crossroads?

“They also learn of the strange happen-
ings at Hot Turkey Farm and at Love
Island across the water. Determined to
get to the bottom of things they follow a
series of clues which eventually lead to

Love Island and the mysterious Dr Love
and his disciples.” Yes, the Comic Strip
was back a year after their debut on
Channel 4’s opening nighe. This time it
was with Five Go Mad On Mescalin
shown on Channel +’s first birthday. It
didn’t get within 10 million of the top 20
for the year but for the small audience
who did watch it it was cult viewing.

The BBC’s Spanish soap Eldorado
was not even a glint in Auntie’s eye in
1983. But over eight million viewers
watched El Dorado, the film starring
John Wayne as gunfighter Cole
Thornton, when it was shown on

BBC1 in August.

2 Leslie Ash.
3 Made In Britain.

TEASER ANSWERS

1 Smokin’ Joe Frazier (Mr T played B A Baracus - the B A stood for Bad Attitude).

And the BBC launched the off-beat
comedy Black Adder, starring and co-
written by Rowan Atkinson, with Brian
Blessed co-starring in the first series.

* The Equity dispute over actors’
payments for appearing in commer-
cials on Channel 4 continued,
leading to blackouts between the
programmes.

® Nearly 20 per cent of homes in
the United Kingdom had video
recorders, for the first ime a higher
percentage than other countries
across the world, even Japan.

* The government ordered an inquiry
into cancer around the nuclear power
station Windscale, after a Yorkshire
TV documentary reported the
incidence of leukaemia among
children in three villages close to
the plant was three times the
national average.

* London tube driver Christopher
Hughes won Mastermind.

¢ Channel 4 launched its own teletext
service called 4-Tel.

¢ Sir Ralph Richardson and David
Niven died.




Women In Captivity

Tenko (12) was the story of a group of
European women interned by the
Japanese during the Second World War.
It featured Stephanie Beacham, (later to
star in Connie and The Colbys) as rape
victim Rose. The idea for the series came
when producer Lavinia Warner was a
researcher on This Is Your Life. One of
her subjects was Margo Turner, a
brigadier general in the Queen Alexandra
Royal Army Nursing Corps who was once
a Japanese POW.

Her story haunted Warner who devel-
oped it into an Omnibus documentary
Women In Captivity and ultimately
dramatised it in Tenko. The first series
shown in 1981 proved so successful that
three years later the women returned for a
new series covering the Allied victory and
the liberation of the camps. The drama,
Tenko Reunion, was made a year later.

¢ Eighty-five per cent of homes had }
colour television, 38 per cent had
more than one set, 23 per cent had
portable televisions, and six per cent
were able to receive Oracle and
Ceefax. Nearly one in four homes -
4,678,000 — had videos.

* Prince Andrew provided the voice
over for a documentary, Dawn To
Dusk - a day in the life of a naval offi-
cer. His commentary was written by
Rosemary Anne Sissons, the writer of
Upstairs Downstairs.

ook's
TV TeAseRrs

1  The Thorn Birds starred Richard
Chamberlain and Rachel Ward.
Who wrote the novel on which it
was based ?

2 Which ITV comedy film saw Tim
Curry play a star-struck cabbie on
the run from the mafia ?

3 Who took over the role of Miss
Ellie in Dallas ?
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The A-Team (15) were America’s group
of Vietnam veterans turned vigilantes —
out to do good even if in doing so they
were very bad. Four years later the series
was declared too violent for young view-
ers and taken off.

On a much softer note was Fresh Fields
(16) with Julia McKenzie and Anton
Rodgers as a scatty wife and a sensible
husband, living a nice life in suburbia.
They later moved to France and the
series became French Fields.

This year a record six films featured in
the top 20, seven if you include the telly
movie Lace (18). Four of the six went out
in Christmas week: the 1964 Julie
Andrews classic Mary Poppins (10) and
Stephen Speilberg’s Raiders of the Lost
Ark (4) starring Harrison Ford both on
Christmas Day; the Airport spoof
Airplane (6) on Boxing Day and Kramer
v Kramer (7) with Dustin Hoffman and
Meryl Streep on the following Sunday.

Crash, Bang
Wallop...

September... Billy Connolly, Peter Cook,
Rik Mayall, Rowan Ackinson (to name
but a few) descended upon the little
known rural village of Nether Wallop in
Hampshire for the most alternative of
alternative arts festivals — The First
International Nether Wallop Festival.

It had begun as a flippant suggestion
by Stephen Pile of the Sunday Times
(‘What’s wrong with holding a festival in
Nether Wallop?’) and two years later the
fantastically bizarre idea turned into an
even more fantastic fund raising reality.

The Royal Shakespeare Company’s
Trevor Nunn directed the village pageant
in the Wallop Primary School, Wayne
Sleep and the First Wallop Brownie
Troupe danced a ballet about the life of
the mayfly, and Bamber Gascoigne
chaired the Nether Wallop versus The
World’s Greatest Philosophers quiz.

Charity Projects raised thousands of
pounds for youth unemployment, Wallop
got a new church roof, London Weekend
Television got a two hour television
special (shown on ITV in December) and
the celebrities and Wallopians got a
riotous weekend.
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1964

TOP TWENTY

Viewers [millions]

1 Coronation Street ITV 21.1
2 The Royal Variety BBC 20.6
3 Porridge BBC 194
4 Raiders of the Lost Ark ITV  19.3
5 Miss World 1984 ITV 189
6 Airplane ITV 181
7 Kramer vs Kramer BBC 18.0
8 Bullseye ITV 17.6
9 Minder ITvV 175
10 Mary Poppins BBC 174
11 I¢'ll Be Alright On

the Night ITV 16.9
12 Tenko BBC 168
13 Duty Free ITV 16.7
14 Thunderball ITV 16.6
15 The A-Team ITV 16.6
16 Fresh Fields ITV 164
17 Any Which Way

You Can ITV 16.2
18 Lace ITV 16.2
19 Give Us a Clue ITV 16.1
20 This Is Your Life ITV 16.1
* No 3 - A repeat of the classic comedy
Beckinale, which begun.on the BC 10
years before.
* No 17 - The 1980 follow-up to Every
Which Way You Can starring Clint
Eastwood and Sondra Locke.

* No 18 — American television movie from

the makers of Dallas adapted from the

Shirley Conran novel.

1984
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FIRST NIGHTS

The Spitting Image puppet factory
was born. The series that portrayed
the Queen as a suburban housewife
and wanted to know where President
Reagan’s brain had got to, offended,
outraged and amused.

The show attracted 7.5 million viewers
at 10 pm on a Sunday night, but at a
price. The first series of 12 half hour
shows cost around £2.6 million, almost
twice as much per show as a prime time
sitcom - so there had to be economies.
No-longer-in-the-news bodies were fitted
with new heads — or even melted down.

If having your own Spitting Image
puppet was the ultimate accolade having
it melted down was the ultimate insult.

The first Spitting Image went out at
the same time Prince Philip was due to

TeASER ANSWERS
1 Colleen McCullough.
2 Blue Money.
3  Donna Reed.

open Central Television’s new Notting-
ham studios. The powers that be at
Central were worried that the royal
household would take offence at Spitting
Image’s portrayal and withdraw from the
opening. As it happened, during the
opening Philip quipped: “This is me, not
one of those puppets.”

The BBC phone lines were flooded with
calls when viewers turned detective to
help solve crimes in the first Crimewatch
UK series. The series was based on the
German programme File XY Unsolved
which had been running for 17 years and
claimed to have solved 40 per cent of its
cases.

In addition to Leaving, Carla Lane had
yet another new series this year — As I
Woke Up One Morning - about four
alcoholics in a drying out clinic.

Cilla Black returned to television with
Surprise, Surprise.

[[Wnews

* The government announced its plans
for a three channel Direct
Broadcasting Satellite service to be set
up by 1987. The BBC and ITV would
be given one channel each, while a
third would be awarded to a consor-
tium consisting of Thorn EMI,
Granada TV Rentals, S Pearson,
Virgin Records and Consolidated
Satellite Broadcasting — described as
the “Third Force’. The total cost was
expected to amount to £560 million
OVET Seven years.

* A fatal heart attack ended the career
of 58-year-old Eric Morecambe.

* Diana Dors died after a brave fight
against cancer. And Gary Holton who
played girl crazy Wayne in Auf
Wiedersehen Pet died of a drug
overdose.

* The Equity dispute over fees for
actors who appeared in commercials
on Channel Four and TV-am ended.

* The world saw for the first time the
true horror of the Ethiopian famine.
Pictures of Ethiopia’s dying millions
led news bulletins on 425 of the
world’s broadcasting organisations
and reached almost a half a billion
homes.

® David Hamilton-Grant, the distribu-
tor of the ‘video nasty’ Nightmares in
a Damaged Brain was jailed for 18
months after being found guilty of
possessing copies of an obscene video
cassette for gain.

¢ In this Olympic year, I'TV won the
race for exclusive coverage of British
athletics. They paid £15 million for
an exclusive five year deal to televise
all UK meetings.

e Sportsnight notched up its 500th
edition after 16 years midweek cover-
age of sport. Harry Carpenter had
been the presenter for nine years.

Leslie Crowther asked members of an
hysterical audience to ‘Come on down’ in

The Price Is Right.

Lisa Goddard and Nigel Planer starred in
Roll Over Beethoven as a piano teacher
and an ex-heavy metal star.
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THE LIMERICKMAN'S LIMERICK
[Here's Terry in studio again

[Forsaking his cheque book and pen

For laughter and chal

If that's where you're at

| Make sure to join Wogan at 10.0

Wogan

Wogan was on the box just one night a
week — Saturdays at 10 pm. The Radio 2
DJ’s chat show already laid claim to
relaunching Cilla Black’s career, putting
the sparkle back into Omar Shariff’s love
life and putting Neil Kinnock on the
path to Labour leadership.

The greatest problem facing a chat
show, he told the Radio Times at the time,

was coming up with a constant stream of
new guests; ‘The trouble is that there
aren’t that many personalities to go
round. There is a small group of regulars
who come on time and time again — and
when you have Billy Connolly on for the
fourth time, that’s when you need to start
worrying.” It was a problem he was to
become all too familiar with when he
moved to three nights a week in 1985.
He took up the 7 pm slot on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays in February and
stayed there for over seven years, 1,250
shows and <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>