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3 p memories in seconds, hard copy print-
outs and so on, so it is no wonder that
other manufacturers have added this
feature to their sets. The SX-400 can be
fitted with an RS-232 port, the Yaesu
FRG-9600 has a socket on the back for !
the Yaesu interface and the new AOR
AR-2002 also has a socket that allows
their own interface to be plugged
straight in.

It seems that computer control is
here to stay and it would appear that
the next steps forward in scanning will
be made not by the manufacturers
improving the hardware, but by pro-
grammers developing customised soft-
ware to control the receiver in exactly
the way that the customer wants it to
be controlled.

The Law

America is the true home of scan- |
ning, probably because their lawmak-
ers appear to have a more liberal
attitude than ours. Their philosophy
seems to be to allow the individual to
do almost anything, unless there is a
good reason not to. This means that
the American radio enthusiast can
legally listen to transmissions from the
police, fire and ambulance services as
well as from aircraft, taxis, buses, gas,
water and electricity company vans
and so on. It is even possible to buy an

AR2E 0

HODE FREQUENCY

-

$88.0086 Rhz._ 25.0 Khz

REBENENBCECREREEREE

PRESS (BREAK to Exit),(SPACE to Hold),<NEWLINE to Continue)

Select Set Set Select Scan
FREQ.  Bands Resory Nemary

assortment of publications that list the
frequencies that are used by these
services as well as those of the CIA, | cal services will issue letters of author-
FBI and various other government
departments. Some states prohibit the
use of scanners covering police fre-
quencies in vehicles, but apart from ‘ There is a popular misconception
| that there are very few laws controlling

| their use. It’s hardly surprising that

‘ they sell so well in America.

Here in Britain the position is very |
different. The various Wireless Tele-
graphy Acts make it illegal to listen to
anything at all, except authorised
broadcasting stations and licensed ra- ‘ into accidentally, which is all too easy
dio amateurs, unless you are in posses-
sion of the appropriate licence. There
is a fee for operating a television
receiver and we pay this by buying a
television licence. Quite a few people
also have a British CB licence and this
allows them to use the British CB
system. There are also licences for the

LEVEL NEYER

aircraft and marine bands available to
people who can show a genuine re-
quirement to use or listen on them.
Some press agencies and meteorologi-
| ity to enthusiasts wanting to receive
their transmissions for experimental
purposes.

that we are allowed to listen to any
transmissions as long as we do not
divulge the contents of anything we
hear. This is not so. There is a part of
the Act that prohibits us from divulg-
ing information but this only applies to
transmissions that we may have tuned

| to do in this country because various
public services still use part of the
v.h.f. broadcast band 88-108MHz for
their radio communications. My self-
seeking car radio is always stopping on
these stations and when it does, [ am
obliged to immediately retune it other-
wise | would be breaking the law.

I often receive letters from readers
who would like to know some of the
“interesting” frequencies. Although
our laws do not specifically make it

= 83:89

HFN

illegal to publish this sort of informa-
tion, it could be construed as encourag-
ing others to break the law. For this
reason it is PW policy not to print
details of" spot frequencies used by
radio services which enthusiasts can-
not legally listen to. Please do not write
| in asking for such frequencies. If you
| want to know which parts of the spec-
trum have been allocated to various
services, HMSO will shortly publish
The UK Frequency Allocation Table,
ISBN 011 51 38 196.
To those of us who have been
| playing with scanners almost since
‘ their inception, the recent advances in

" sascaNss.

Step EXIT scanner design have proved to be

expensive, I now own four! Be
warned—scanning is addictive. PW
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USED AMATEUR EQUIPMENT?

| Buy, Sell & Exchange!

SELLING? Is your Used Equipment in First Class Condition? Want the VERY BEST CASH
PRICE, with the least hassle and no waiting months for your ads to appear??

BUYING?? Whether looking for the largest or smallest item in Amateur Radio, you can
save money by buying from our stock of TOP QUALITY USED AMATEUR EQUIPMENT!!
For the Deal You've been Looking for, Phone Dave, G4ATNY

ON HORNCHURCH (04024) 57722 or Send SAE for List.

(Personal callers by appointment only please) MONDAY TO SATURDAY, 9 am to 7 pm

G4TNY AMATEUR RADIO

MAIL ORDER

132, Albany Road, Hornchurch, Essex RM12 4AQ
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