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marantz-

Combine a Receiver with a Multi-format
Player and get a Dynamic Duo!

Marantz offers magnificent products, amongst them a perfect
Dynamic Duo. The SR9200 THX Ultra Digital Surround
Sound Receiver sets the highest standards for audiophiles
and home theatre enthusiasts. It incorporates the latest
generation of digital surround sound decoding technology
and is software upgradeable. The DV8300 Multi-Channel
SACD, DVD Audio & Video player, the European Player of
the Year 2002-2003, received its merit as “an advanced AV
component that not only does justice to audio material in
CD, CD-R/RW, SACD and DVD-A media, but provides
masterful reproduction of video signals as well, using for

example progressive scan”. Unleash your passions with this

winning team!

THE DYNAMIC DUO

Telephone: 01753 680868 Internet: www.marantz.com
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scratchy old 78 of Caruso through a
Goldmund/Krell/Wilson hi-fi - a bit of a waste. So | doubt many lovers
of such films would be the slightest bit interested in investing in home
cinema. They'll be happy with stereo.

On the silver screen hi-fi is a fashion item. From A Clockwork
Orange to Tomb Raider the esoteric, sci-fi turntable has always been
considered eye candy for the filmgoer. What does high tech Lara Croft
use to listen to her Bach on? A ClearAudio Master Reference
turntable, no less. And what does smarmy millionaire Robert Redford
have lying around his swanky pad for musical edification in Indecent
Proposal? A nice Conrad-Johnson valve amp pairing, thank you very
much.And while we're at it, there was that whopping great 21| power
tube in the recent Audi/limi Hendrix advert. Traditional hi-fi isn't just
about two channels of sound - it's broader than that.

All this adds up to what I've felt for a long time - that retro hi-fi is a
lot cooler looking than your average Scandinavian style minimalist all-in-
one and it has attractions other than the number of channels on tap.
This was further confirmed by a chance meeting at a recent informal
gathering at a friend's house. | was approached by a young,’éndy look-
ing chap who greeted me with the old line "I know your face from
somewhere”. Just as | was about to head for the door this Shoreditch-
type hip architect told me he was a vintage hi-fi fan and was in the
process of putting together an A/V system in his loft extension, using a
projector and screen plus DVD and processor, BUT with five Quad Il
valve amps and five old ESL57 electrostatics at the end! "It'll look bril-
liant” he said "but will it work?". "Too right” | replied, not exactly sure -
but with a decent sub and high quality processor there's no reason
why it shouldn't. He was trying the impossible, or barmy - combining
trad style with modern ability. The two are very different.

One thing was for sure, though, he was moving with the times, Hi-Fi
World style!

how we test the products

® Hi-Fi World has its own advanced test laboratory and acoustically treated
listening room.

@ Hi-Fi World has a dedicated in-house team of experienced listeners. We
review thoroughly by extensive auditioning, rather than by quick-fire
group listening tests.

@ Hi-Fi World's engineering team designs a wide range of products in-
house. No other hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated.

- Represents excellent value for
money.

% NICE PRICE -

QO O®® cexceLLenT-

- Superb sound, among the best

available.
Q@O®@® VERY GOOD - Well worth alisten.
‘ ‘ ADEQUATE - Room for improvement.
@ POOR - Seriously flawed. Forget it!

‘ Half globes are added for those products that we feel are
between categories
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MUSICAL FIDELITY
' TRI-VISTA SACD PLAYER17

This heavyweight beast is Musical Fidelity’s
statement source player, featuring SACD

| playback. David Price does the honours for
| digital players.

|
/QUAD 99 CD-P CD
PLAYER

Simon Pope checks out the latest digital
source player from Quad and finds it a
| veritable treasure trove.

34

SHANLING CDT-100 38

|Here's a name you probably haven't heard of,
but it’s certainly one to look out for in the
future, says Simon Pope as he encounters this
| valve staged silver disc spinner.

|

[SONY RCD W3 54
[ From the company that launched MiniDisc

| comes Sony's brand new RCD-W3 CD

| recorder. David Price tries it for size - and
lwonders where it leaves MD?

|amplifiers
PRE/POWER GROUP
'TEST )

Hi-Fi World listens to a quartet of the latest
| two channel pre and power amplifiers priced
{around £1,000-£2,000.

|

/ARCAM AVS8/P7 61
lDavid Price gets stuck in to this high-end AV

{ combination of surround processor and seven
| channel power amp.How will this British

| audio specialist fare in the world of high-end
[home theatre?

|

|CHORD CPM2600 40
Alan Sircom encounters this superbly crafted
|‘entry level’ integrated amp from one of the
UK’s high-end masters.

loudspeakers
ECLIPSE TD 512 21

Can full range audiophile loudspeakers take
on the guise of a black egg with one drive
;unit? Find out what Simon Pope thinks.

[

|ISPENDOR S3 42

[ This is a new-look Spendor high quality
bookshelf model. Noel Keywood finds out if

| small is beautiful.

4 HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO MARCH 2003

vinyl
TRICHORD DELPHINI 1l
PHONO STAGE 56

Find out why David Price rates this latest bit
of vinyl esoterica one of the greatest!

CLASSIC CUTS 70

Andy Giles chooses oft ignored Beach Boys’
Surf’s Up as this month’s unusual classic.

accessories
CABLES 77

Hi-Fi World checks out the Signature, the
Chord Company's long awaited 'high-end’
interconnect.

tuners
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO
DAB 300 50

David Price reviews the brand new
Cambridge Audio DAB 300 and highlights
some of the latest product innovations, and
other alternatives.
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NEWS 81

All the latest news and views from the world
of computer audio.

CHANGING VROOMS 83

David Price takes Dension's DMP3 for a spin.

THE QUIET LIFE 85

Sennheiser's new PXC-250 noise-cancelling
headphones.

DREAMS CAN COME

TRUE 86
David Price tries out the new DEx DVD-RW
external rewriter.
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guide
BUYING GUIDE 95

Our comprehensive guide of over 1000 hi-fi
components, all tried and tested by Hi-Fi
World's listening team.

BUYING GUIDE

www.hi-fiwerld.co.uk

visit our website for a

comprehensive list of all the
products we have reviewed
over the past 11 years
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This month we have a pair of Eclipse TD512
loudspeakers up for grabs.

WORLD NEWS 6
NEXT ISSUE
SUBSCRIPTIONS 24

Spare yourself the frenzied riot as you
struggle with the hordes to claim the last
copy of Hi-Fi World in the newsagent -
Subscribe today!

READERS LETTERS 44
Hi-Fi World's wise men will reply to your
letters and e-mails and put you back on the
right course.And don't forget, every letter or
e-mail we print wins a superb prize.

HI-FI WORLD KITS 64

Solder in one hand, glue in the other, satisfy
your creative urges with a World kit.

HI-FI WORLD LIBRARYG68

A comprehensive selection of titles covering
audio, valve amplifiers, loudspeakers, solid
state electronics and more.

SPECIALIST HI-FI
DEALERS

The perfect mix - excellent coffee, a
comfortable sofa, and someone who really
knows how to guide you through the world
of hi-fi.

72

COLUMNS 71,73,75

The World team get to grips with issues
facing both the industry and

hi-fi alike.

OLDE WORLDE 74
This month David Price looks at the

Sony TTS-8000 turntable.
DIAL-A-DEALER 78

Look before you leap, or alternatively listen
before you buy. These are the people to talk
to.

MEET YOUR MAKER 80
Not a call to the spiritual, but a list of
manufacturers detailing who makes what, and
how to get in touch.

WORLD FAVOURITES 87
Thinking of an upgrade or even a new

system? Here's where to find our recommen-
dations from the mass of hi-fi we've reviewed.

WORLD CLASSICS 92

Our list of products that have stood the test
of time.

MARKETPLACE 107

READERS CLASSIFIED 125

The definitive place to find classic audio
components.
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INDEX 130
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world news

ELAC'S UPMARKET BUDGET PACKAGE

The highly respected German ‘speaker manufacturer Elac have
announced details of a new affordable surround package to be
launched in the UK.The XL System package features the usual Elac five
year guarantee and comprises four aluminium cabinet, two-way
satellites, a dedicated matching centre channel and an 80watt active
subwoofer. The package is also expandable to 6.1 and 7.1 configu-
rations. For just £100 more than the Cinema One, the XL claims to
offer larger power handling and dynamics along with a »
larger scale sound. The satellites feature 80mm alloy cone
woofers and |9mm wide dispersion dome tweeters and

the centre employs two of the alloy drivers.The system is

supplied with special wall mounting and built-

in bass filters to allow the centre and satellites

to be driven directly from the amplifier for

easy installation.

The XL 5.1 System 1s priced at £499.95,
with 6.1 at £574.95 and 7.1 at £649 95

DENON
NOW RECEIVING Elac'Sennheriser UK

Tel: + 44(0) 800 652 5002

s EVE N www.elac com

Denon are set to show off their latest multichannel receiver at the Bristol Sound & Vision show. The AVR-3803
7.1 surround receiver uses many features of the flagship £3,000 AVC-AISR to bring to a wider market The main DSP
is the Analogue Devices Hammerhead SHARC as used in the AVC-AISR. It offers seven channels of 150watts each
and claims to deliver much increased musical performance and vastly improved internal video for high resolution DVD
and HDTV. This new receiver claims to be the first product to feature DTS 96/24 for under £1,000 and will also
handle DTS-ES, Dolby Digital EX and Dolby Pro Logic II. All internal DACs are 24bit/| 92kHz Burr Brown PCM[791,
of which there are no less than sixteen in dual-differential configuration.

As for total features and facilities, there are enough to fill at least half the magazine, suffice to say that whatever
your needs, the AVR-3803 should service them. Price is yet to be confirmed but will be around the £950 mark.

Denon
Hayden Labs
Tk & 44 40,1234 744200

wyw.denon.co.uk
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ARCAM DVD-A DEBUT

Brit hi-fi stalwarts Arcam have at long last entered the
high resolution market. Along with Linn, Arcam are one of
the latest specialist manufacturers to bring out a DVD-A
compatible player. Although in the pipeline for a while, the
DiVA DV89 (essentially a DV88+ with DVD-A platform)
was launched at the recent CES show in Las Vegas and
will be on demonstration at the Bristol show. Available in
the shops towards the end of March, the DV89 features,
as well as DVD-A playback, PAL progressive Scan video.

Dolby Digital and DTS 5.1 surround decoding is also
found in the player and it includes a Zoran audio DSP for

optimum fidelity. Ali six audio channels use Wolfson
24bit/192 DACs and the player will also decode HDCD
discs. There is an upgrade path available for existing
Arcam DVD player owners.The DV89 is priced at £1,199
and can be purchased in either a silver or black finish.

THE BOY FROM
BRAZIL

When you think of nations that produce
high-end valve kit Brazil isn't necessarily
the first country to spring to mind.
However, Audiopax have made a bit of a
name for themselves in the American
audiophile market with their Model 88
power amp. This beauty is set to be
distributed by none other than Ecosse,

the Glasgow-based cable manufacturer.
The company will be Audiopax's
European distributor and the amp is set
to sell in the UK for around £12,000 but
final details have yet to be confirmed.

Ecosse Reference Ltd
Tel: +44 (0)141 353 0509

www.referencecables.com

THIS IMMORTAL COIL

)

R

Linn Products have announced details of a new moving coil
cartridge to be launched soon.The Arkiva is the replacement for the
top of the range Arkiv B which was introduced back in
1997. Priced at £1,800 the Arkiva is an ultra linear,
direct coupled design and incorporates a new

v\ "
N

advanced magnetic assembly for higher
output. It also claims lower distortion and
spurious noise than its predecessor.

ke biiwode.couik

here's a selection of what we hope to
bring you in next month's bumper
issue.

PANASONIC
DVD-RAS2EBS DVD-A
PLAYER

Find out what we think of the latest
DVD-A compatible player from one of
the first manufacturers to back the for-
mat

TAG MCLAREN AUDIO
AV32 & M250 PROCES-
SOR AND POWER
AMPS

We get to play with the latest surround
processor and mono power amplifiers
from the high tech Huntingdon-based
outfit

BOOKSHELF 'SPEAKER
GROUP TEST

Does bigger necessarily mean better?
We test out a selection of the best
quality standmounts on the market.

MARCH 2003 HI-Fi WORLO & COMPUTER AUOIO 7




Put The Needle

On The Record

And The Drum Beat

Goes Like This

Pro-ject,

stunning record playing systems from £115

Distributors: Henley Designs Ltd, 01235 511166
www.henleydesigns.co.ulk, e-mall Info@henbimegdesiansreamk




TWO TO!

TANGO?

Are two boxes necessarily better then one? Hi-Fi World tests out four new
pre/power pairings to give you the answer.

he hi-fi industry has
changed drastically over
the past five years, per-
haps more so than at
any other time in its his-
tory.

As AV gradually eats into the
market for audio, so two channel fans
find themselves being pushed out by
budget surround-sound receivers.The
specialist hi-fi entry level point is now
higher than it's ever been as a result
of this phenomenon, so much so that
many find themselves aiming higher
then they'd previously imagined. For

ega Cursa 3
& Maia 3

i st
ﬁ - - -
Roksan Caspian Integrated
& Caspian Power

R

Parasound Halo P3
& A23

example, a dedicated pre and power
amplifier system is now a viable
alternative to the entry level one box
integrated, but what differences or
advantages does this route offer?
Well, apart from taking up
another socket in your already stuffed
mains socket, there are a few bonuses
to be gained from taking the two box
path. Most importantly, two separate
boxes can be better optimised when
the preamp section and the power
section each have their own power
supply and chassis. Also, the more
delicate preamp circuitry can be kept

WA D TIWaTIA 60, uk

Exposure XXViiI
& XXViil

away from the possible interference
from heavy current found in the
power amp section. Quite often, the
power can be increased by using just
one dedicated case and the result is a
cleaner, more powerful and detailed
presentation - or it should be!

Here we have four examples of
entry level to mid-priced pre and
power set ups to compare and
contrast. Not only are they good,
modern options facing anyone in the
market, they also give an example of
what can be had at the various
prices.

MARCH 2003 Hi-FIi WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO
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Sweet sounding and detailed. Not the
most powerful or engaging sound
around but very good value.

10

REGA RESEARCH
CURSA 3/MAIA 3

Like the Roksan amplifiers, these
brand new models from Rega are
updated and upgraded versions of
earlier products.The Cursa 3 has a
sleek new ‘satin metal’ finish with
stylish use of red LEDs and a nice
overall feel to the user. It's immensely
versatile and can be used as a power
amplifier in both hi-fi and AV systems
(!). The Cursa has an improved
Version-3 Rega Alpha-Encoder
control system and there is digital
control of the analogue switched
resistor volume control and input
relays.

These features, along with the
twenty LED calibrated volume
control and a silver extruded metal
casing makes for a technologically
impressive and easy to use system, in
the Cyrus mould.The volume control
has a resolution of 1dB per step,
giving a total range of 80 steps over
the available gain or volume range of
80dB.

There are twin parallel power
amplifier outputs on the Cursa,
which can be set to any one of the
three different output levels (0.2, 0.6
and 1.2volts) and a new dual FET
differential input stage is employed.

toroidal transformer power supply
and use of 200watt Sanken output
transistors to help drive awkward
speaker loads. It can used as a bi-amp
upgrade with the Mira amplifier or as
used here, with the Cursa preamp.
The Maia 3 has a fully protected
output stage with DC and electronic
thermal protection and a power
monitor for both transformers.The
Maia 3 uses a modified version of the
‘common base driver stage’ that is
used in the top of the range Exon
power amplifier.

The new Cursa and Maia
combination carry on the sonic
tradition of previous Rega products
which is, namely, a sweet and detailed
presentation that’s pleasing to the
ear. QOTSA's ‘Song's For The Deaf’
sounded clean and precise with

is impressively good and to a

commendable audiophite standard, as
is the treble which is sweet and
detailed, although there was a hint of
unnecessary cymbal splash at times.
With Miles Davis and Mahler's
seventh symphony, the Regas were
again well detailed and there was a
warm and well projected tone from
John Coltrane’s tenor sax, for
example. Overall, though, the jazz
disc fared better than classical. In the
vast Mahler scoring, the Rega found
it hard to portray the full scale of the
orchestra and the sound staging was
a bit pulled in.

The Rega combo has a sweet
and inoffensive sound that’s detailed
and images well. It doesn’t have the
grunt and drive ability of rivals but it
is a nice alternative to most of the

As far as inputs go, as well as the words and percussive detail partic- crowd.

usual line levels there are two tape ularly lucid. Although a quoted 85

inputs and an optional MM or MC watts, sheer power isn't really what Rega Cursa 3 £498
plug in phono card in one of the line  these amps do best — different Maia 3 £498 (£996)
inputs. designs use power in different ways.

The Maia 3 delivers 85 watts per  Here it is all to do with subtlety and Rega Research Ltd.
channel into 8ohms and also features  sweetness with headroom, as Tel: +44 (0)1702 333071
updated technology, mainly to opposed to drive power. Bass is good www.rega.co.uk
improve thermal stability. There is a but again lean and fast as opposed to
new, improved heatsink, a dual merely deep and powerful. Midrange
MEASURED PERFORMANCE
The Rega Maia provided 98watts enough to affect sound quality little. Noise -90dB
into 8ohms, increasing to |56watts The amplifier’s —1dB bandwidth Distortion 0.02%
into 4ohms, plenty enough power measured 62kHz, so it has plenty of Sensitivity 300mvV
for most homes and loudspeakers. gain less than one octave below the dc offset 4/0.5mV

Distortion levels remained low upper limit of DVD-A and SACD. ;
at all power outputs and Sensitivity was good at 300mV for \
frequencies, with a miniscule 0.007%  full output and noise low at -90dB T Aortion E

in the mid-band rising to around
0.02% at high frequencies, under all

circumstances, including high current
draw brought about by driving full
output into a low load. This is an
arduous test, but the Rega was
unfazed. It produces just a small
amount of odd-order distortion our
analysis shows, but levels were low

IEC A weighted.

The Rega combination measured jevel
(%)

well in all areas. It should sound
smooth. NK

Power 98watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 9Hz-62kHz
Separation 8idB

10k frequency (Hz) 60k

Hi-Fl WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO MARCH 2003
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PARASOUND HALO
P3/A23

The P3 preamp is certainly a busy
looking customer, It has an attractive
dot matrix display window and
enough facilities to sink a warship.
There are six line inputs (one of
which is switchable to an MM phono
input), both balanced (XLR) and
unbalanced outputs, defeatable bass
and treble controls and an external
processor send and receive loop. A
beefy toroidal power transformer sits
in the chassis as well as dual layer
glass epoxy circuit boards.Add to this
a headphone output, RS-232 control
port, ground lift switch to combat
earthing problems and a ten year
parts and five year labour warranty
and you get an awful lot for your
£750.

The A23 power amp is equally
well equipped. Firstly, it has something
the others here don't and that's THX
Ulera 2 certification for home theatre
use (Parasound also make a healthy
range of AV products). There is a
healthy 125 watts of power per
channel into 8ohms created by Class
AJAB operation, balanced and
unbalanced inputs and directly
coupled circuitry so there are no
capacitors or inductors in the signal
path.A complimentary MOSFET
driver stage and JFET input stage are
employed and the power amp can be
triggered into operation by the P3
preamp.Also at the rear is one gain
control per channel for direct
connection to source capability and,
again, a ground lift switch.The whole
package is attractive looking and

well built.

The sound of this duo is slightly
different from the rest of the
products on test - and not all that
bad for it. Firstly, it has that
unmistakable American trait - the
“fuller figure’ sound. Not in the WWF
wrestler sense but more in the
Sophie Dahl vein. It’s a big and
spacious sound that flatters anything
you feed into it - and for the sensible
money it's pretty hard to knock. It
has an almost valve like quality.

In listening tests QOTSA's disc
had power and poise, with good
amounts of grunt and scale apparent
as the first song, the superbly named
but long winded ‘You Think | Ain’t
Worth A Dollar, But | Feel Like A
Millionaire’ kicked in. Drums were
huge sounding and the guitars filled
the room with an all encompassing
wall of sound.

Perhaps where the Parasound
failed a little was in the speed stakes
(this track is fast stuff). When you
have this large and well structured arc
of sound, something has to give and
usually, like here, it was Dave Grohl's
drumming.

This amplifier's sense of scale
worked well with the Miles Davis and
Mahler discs. Instruments had a
coloured but nice tone and whilst
detail wasn't intricate there was a fair
amount, enough for it to be noticed.
Cymbals were sparkly and sweet and
there was no edge to the upper
frequencies whatsoever, making for
relaxed long term listening. The
Mahler had great space and air, with
good depth of stage too, but again the
only thing stopping it from belng top
hole was that last ounce of detail.

The Parasound pair are a nice
option and their big sound and THX
certification, as well as upgradability
make them a good choice for AV
applications. They have more features
and facilities than usual at this price
and a sound that, whilst not high-end
audiophile, is nonetheless easy going
and enjoyable.

Parasound Halo P3 £750
A23 £750 (£1,500)

CSE Distribution
Tel: +44 (0) 1423 359054
www.parasound.com

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

The Parasound was the most
powerful amplifier of the group. It
produced a heaithy |36watts into
8ohms, rising to 225watts into
40hms.The 4ohm output in
particular is for larger loudspeakers
able to absorb the power, although
of course powerful amplifiers like
this can be used with smaller
loudspeakers providing full volume

distortion, primarily third harmonic.
Our distortion analysis shows
output at |watt/10kHz which, at
0.008% produces barely visible
harmonics above the noise floor.

Input sensitivity was very high at
120mV for full output, so this amp
will accept all sources, even old tape
decks and the like.

Separation 65dB
Noise -92dB
Distortion 0.008%
Sensitivity 120mVv
dc offset 0.3/0.ImV
’ Distortion

The Parasound measured well in It(a;f)l

d Verdict £ @@ @ ¢

The superb value Parasound
combination has a big and enjoyable

sound.lt's not lean and fast but great to
the ear. Great versatility and features,

isn’t used. all areas. It should give a clean,

Distortion levels were low and smooth sound. NK axl
remained so under most conditions, 160,
including full output at 10kHz into a Power 136watts
low 4ohm load.This is a very
arduous test but the Parasound CD/tuner/aux.
coped well, producing just 0.02% Frequency response S5Hz-60kHz

waawLhiEfiworiden.uk MARCH 2003 HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUOID 1 1



Reliable sounding and well built, (he—
Caspian pair will impress with
their control and detail. Not quite tip

top though.

12

ROKSAN CASPIAN
INTEGRATED/
POWER AMPLIFIER

Although these amplifiers have been
around in name for a few years,
throughout this time Roksan have
regularly 'upgraded and improved
them, to the extent that the units here
have little in common with the first
models.

The Caspian units here differ in
that they comprise an integrated amp
paired with a power amp. Like other
companies such as Arcam, Roksan
offer the power amplifier as part of an
upgrade package to deliver a cleaner
and more focussed sound to the
Caspian Integrated. The latest version
of the Integrated offers state of the
art microprocessor control and has a
carefully designed circuit layout to
keep the signal path as short as
possible. High quality audiophite
components are used and the preamp
stage is of dual mono configuration. A
high quality motorised volume control
aims to mix remote control with
optimum sound quality. There are five
line inputs and a tape loop. For use
with a turntable, you'll need Roksan’s
matching external phono stage.

The Caspian power amp features
70 watts per channel into 8chms and
the same microprocessing control as
the Integrated. It offers a chain facility
for multi-amp configuration, making it
supremely upgradable for a variety of
AV and hi-fi applications. In manual
mode, it functions in the same manner

music signal is received for more than
five minutes.When a signal is detected
the power amp will automatically
‘wake up’ again.

Inside the chassis is a 350VA ultra
low leakage transformer and a fully
symmetrical drive circuit. There’s also
power supply failure, short circuit and
thermal overload protection circuits.

Compared to the first versions of
the Caspian pairing, the current
designs have more grip and control.
Rhythms are held together in a tighter
manner and there’s more spatial
appeal, too.

The rock music of the Queens Of
The Stone Age (QOTSA) in the shape
of their superb, rollicking ‘Songs For
The Deaf’ album sounded full of fire
and excitement. However rhythmically
gripping, though, this isn’t the sound
that appealed to the flat eathers of the
eighties. There’s a good amount of
detail and imaging with the Roksan
pair, as opposed to mere toe-tapping
involvement. The heavy layers of guitar
tracks were all well presented and
vocals were naturally warm and

With the more temperate climate
of Miles Davis's ‘Kind Of Blue’ the
Roksan combination gave a detailed
and smooth performance.There was
decent representation of instrumental
colour and a good balance of tonality.
This was further emphasised by
Mahler’s seventh symphony with
Boulez conducting the Vienna
Philharmonic. One of Boulez's traits is
to meticulously pull apart the score to
fully show the music’s textures and
this transparency and detail of playing
was both emphasised and nicely
balanced out by the warmth and
depth of the Roksan. My only gripe is
that with jazz and classical | wasn't as
pulled in by the music as | was with
the QOTSA CD.All-in-all though, this
is a good, reliable sounding
combination that won't offend or
niggle the listener.

Roksan Caspian Integrated £895
Caspian Power £645 (£1540)

Henley Designs Ltd.
Tel: + 44 (0)1235 511166

as the standby mode of the Integrated  lacking overt sibilance. Bass wasn't www_henleydesigns.co.uk
but an auto mode will automatically particularly deep but it was nicely lean

set the amplifier into standby when no  and fast.

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

Across the mid-band this amplifier satisfactorily wide for DVD-A/SACD  Distortion 0.02%
produced virtually no distortion, discs, channel separation wide too Sensitivity 275mV
returning measured values of and noise low. The Roksan is fairly dc offset 22/9mV

0.004%. Even into a 4ohm load, at
low or high outputs there was little
distortion. At high frequencies the
[ picture worsened a little, with odd

- harmonics from a |0kHz test signal
measuring out 0.02% to 0.01% at full
output. Our spectrum analysis
clearly shows these were odd order
products. Levels were so low though
the Roksan’s sound should remain
unaffected by them.

Frequency response was

sensitive, needing 275mV for full
drive.

This is a powerful, clean and
stable design that measured well.
NK

Power 84watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response SHz-67kHz
Separation 75dB
Noise -104dB

Distortion

level
(%)

0.05

frequency (Hz) 60k
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EXPOSURE
XXXV

Hand built in the UK (hence, partly, the
higher price), these amps are part of
Exposure’s new Classic range.Whilst
they may appear fairly basic in
construction, they are actually very well
crafted with a solid and thick front pate
and selector knobs that give a high
quality feel. The Classic range substitutes
the blue LEDs of the entry level 2010
range for a more subtle and luxurious
deep red.

The XXIIl preamp features six line
inputs, one of which can be converted
into an internal MM or MC phono stage
card. Round the back there are output
sockets for both RCA and XLR
connection. There's one tape loop, with
the output selectable on the front panel,
and on the inside there’s a large toroidal
power transformer (making for a
weighty preamp) and high quality
custom-made components.The audio
output stages use discrete transistors
and the components are mounted on
high quality double-sided glass fibre
circuit boards.

The XXVIlIl power amplifier
delivers a rated 70 watts per channel
and again features custom-made parts,
with two large toroidal transformers
and power supplies for each channel
Carefully selected bi-polar transistors
are employed and there are two
speaker outputs per channel. It’s very
much a‘meat and two veg' design with
no extra fancies or flashing lights but it's
weighty and very well constructed.

On paper this pair has
commendable audiophile credentials and
they carry over into the sound, without
doubt. Perhaps it isn't surprising

| MEASURED PERFORMANCE
Producing nearly 80watts into 8ohms
and 12| watts into 4ohms the

| Exposure combination had a little less

| power than its rivals, but power

I supply regulation was good and the

| Exposure has plenty enough heft to

| cope with big rooms and small
(insensitive) ‘speakers.

Across the mid-band distortion

considering the Exposure is a fair
amount dearer than the Parasound
combo, for example. But in return you
get a very good sound indeed, cne that
betters after time.After a few days
running in the soundstage depth
increased and a much smoother sound
emerged with superb detail rendition
worthy of a ‘high-end’ tag.

In listening tests on QOTSAs CD
the Exposure had amazing grip and
depth of sound.These properties
brought out all the layers of the at times
highly complex mix. Bass was firm and
deep, midrange clean and open and
treble smooth and detailed — a good all
round sound indeed. There was a good
amount of drive to the sound that made
it exciting and an amount of attack and
poise that belied its 70 watts on-paper
rating. Don't worry about partnering
with dodgy loads - there seemed
enough grunt here to drive a combine
harvester!

With classical and jazz the
Exposure kit concentrated on scale and
detail. There was also an impressive
amount of natural dynamics here —
more than elsewhere in the test. It's
partly what the extra money buys you.
Mahler's seventh symphony was big and

bold and delivered a combination of

subtle low level detail with grand scale
that was impressive. The woodwind in
the Mahler was light and spacious and
brass has a natural roundness that was
never raspy but still snappy and dynamic.
Likewise,double basses were
translucent and clean, without the muich
that can appear to make things sound
smooth.

With ‘Kind Of Blue’ Miles Davis's
trumpet sounded cleanly separated and
quite distinct from the rest of the
musicians, which is just the effect it
needs, yet in tune with them in terms of
rhythm. Bill Evans’s piano was also
impressive, beautifully rounded and rich,
with every note as clean as a whistle.

This new range from Exposure is
impressive. It may not be the best
looking puppy in the litter but when it
comes to audiophile credentials it has
them in bundes.

Exposure XXVl £1175
XXV £1275 (£2,400 )

Exposure Electronics Ltd.
Tel: 01273 423 877
www.exposurehifi.com

analysis shows, but with levels
measuring 0.02% into 8ohms and
little more (0.04%) into 4ohms the
amplifier again remains linear under
difficulc conditions.

Frequency response was wide
enough for both DVD-A and SACD
and sensitivity sufficient to handle all
sources, even old tuners and the like.

The Exposure measured well in

level

Separation 85dB
Noise -96dB |
Distortion 0.03% |
Sensitivity 230mV
dc offset 24/20mV

Distortion
1

[ was minimal, with harmonics barely

Expensive, but a true audiophile sound,
this pre/power system has depth,
detail and musicality. Highly

visible above noise. From low output  all areas and should give a smooth,
\

right up to full output levels clean sound. NK

measured 0.003% or so, with little 008 recommended.
| increase caused by the greater Power 78watts
| current draw of a 4ohm load. At high
. frequencies a small pattern of CD/tuner/aux.

distortion spikes appeared, as our Frequency response 9Hz-30kHz © “ToK requency (Hz) 60k
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COUNTDOWN TO

21 - 23 February 2003
10am - 5pm every day

at the Marriott Hotel,
Lower Castle St., Bristol
GETTING TO THE SHOW

By train: Temple Meads Station is a short
distance from the Marriott and is
accessible by bus, foot or taxi.

By car: from the M4 take J19 (M32 -

Bristol). Follow signs for City Centre and
RAC signs to the Show.

M5 418
\B| cLoucesTEr
M4 J19

SOUND L
EvisiOn /5
5 !M <!
ey

&

Easy local parking in Broadmead
and Bond Street NCPs.

ORGANISED BY

audio

A Y
E X CELLENTCE

audio T

in association with

WHAT HI'FI?

SOUND AND VISION

UND
&S VISION

THE BRISTOL SHOW

SEE & HEAR ALL THE LATEST PRODUCTS
UNDER ONE ROOF, INCLUDING...

ACOUSTIC ENERGY: the UK launch of the new AE1 Mklll loudspeaker
CELESTION: Soundstyle Electronics DVD player and Home Cinema Receiver
CYRUS: we’ve been promised some new CD players!

DYNAUDIO: First UK showing of the revised Contour Range and more

KEF: displaying the new XQ series and the brand new Reference Model 206DS
dipole surround

LOEWE: new Aventos television, using the latest Loewe technology
MERIDIAN: 598 DVD-Audio player

MISSION: First public showing of the M7 sub and M3 sub/sat system

NAD: T752 - their first home cinema receiver with 7.1 surround decoding
NAIM: World Premiere of the much anticipated CDS3 CD player

TEAC: Legacy systems make an appearance

WHAT HI-FI? SOUND & VISION: there in person to answer all your questions

GREAT DEALS AND SPECIAL OFFERS AVAILABLE ONLY AT THE SHOW - PLUS YOUR
CHANCE TO WIN SOME SUPERB PRIZES IN THE SHOW COMPETITION

Admission
Adults £7.00; Students/OAPs/UB40s £3.50; Accompanied children under 16 free

BRANDS ON SHOW INCLUDE:

Acoustic Energy, Acoustic Research, Aloia, Alphason, Anthony Gallo Acoustics, ART, Arcam, Argento,
Atacama, Audionet, Audioquest, AVID, B&W, B-Tech, Bandridge, Beyer Dynamic, Black Rhodium,

Boston Acoustics, Bryston, Cabasse, Canton, Cable Talk, Celestion, Chapter Audio, Cherished Record
Company, Chord Company, Chord Electronics, Classe, Clearaudio, Clearlight Audio, Creek, Cyrus, Dagetti,
Denon, Diverse Vinyl, Dream Vision, Dynaudio, ECS, Eclipse TD, Ecosse, Eichmann, Epos, Elac,

Emotive Excellence, FDM Furniture, Fujitsu Plasmavision, Future Glass, Gamut, Goldring, Heco, Hi-Fi Plus,
Hi-Fi World, In Focus, Isotek, Ixos, Jamo, JM Lab, KEF, KM Acoustics, Leema Acoustics, Lehman, Lexicon,
Living Voice, Loewe, Luxman, MJ Acoustics, Magnat, Marantz, Meridian, Michell Engineering, Mission,
Monitor Audio, Moon, Mordaunt Short, Myryad, NAD, Naim Audio, Neat Acoustics, Niro, Nordost, O'Heocha
Designs, One for All, Onkyo, Optimum International, Opus, Ortofon, OWL, Path Premier, Pioneer, PMC,
Primare, Polk, Pro-Ac, Profigold, Project, Prowire, PSB, PURE Digital, Puresonic, QED, Quadraspire, Redline,
Rega, REL, Revolver, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Russound, Sennheiser, Shun Mook, Sony, Sonus Systems,
Soundstyle, Spendor, Stands Unique, Sugden, T+A, Tact Audio, TAG MclLaren Audio, Target, Teac,

Tech + Link, Tivoli Audio, Topodis Storage, Totem Acoustics, Trichord Research, Trinity Audio, True Colours
Industries, Tube Technology, Velodyne, Vibe Technology, Vienna Acoustics, Videologic, Vivadi, Vivanco,
Vivante, Vogel’s, Voodoo Isolations, VPI, Waterfall, What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision, Wilson Benesch and Yamaha

For the very latest information on new product launches check

www.bristolshow.co.uk
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t may be better to invest in a pre
and power combination than a
one-box-does-all integrated.You'll
get a better sound, invariably
cleaner and more controlled, and

you should also have a good
upgrade path for adding more amplifiers
for surround-sound at a later date.

All four of the systems tested here
offer a fine upgrade route, with perhaps
one exception: the Exposure. Ironically,
we found it was one of the best sound-
ing. There's good reason for this being a
quality sounding product. It’s packed full
of decent quality components and has a
nice feel about it, both in usability and
sound.The Exposure pre/power are
expensive, yes, and you wouldn't guess
just how expensive from looking at it
but here good, honest two-channel hi-fi
in the traditional sense.

The next products down price-wise
are the Roksan and Parasound combos.
In certain respects these products are
poles apart. The Roksan is quite simple
in that there are no bells or whistles, but
it's well engineered and has a very
reliable and solid sound that's not tiring
or harsh - but neither is it jaw-
droppingly inspiring. It's something that
most people could easily live with for a
very long time, providing they don’t want
to move on to multichannel.

If they do, then the Parasound may
well be a good option.The Halo power
amp THX Ultra is certified for AV
applications and there's a good surround
sound upgrade path from the American
company. It’s also a fine looking piece of
kit for the money and is jam packed full
of facilities which make it good value.
Sound wise it's big and spacious, and
whilst not impeccably detailed the
Parasound is nonetheless enjoyable.

The sub-£1,000 Rega set also offers
good value for money. With few
exceptions pre and power combinations
don’t come much cheaper than this and
Rega do well in extracting such a
detailed and sweet sound from such an
affordable system. It’s easy to use and
will work with most speakers. The Rega
doesn't have the grip, control and sophis-
tication of the others here but it has
price on its side!
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eVvolution

Cyrus' legendary amplifiers have evolved!
Back in 2001, Cyrus began a project to evolve our integrated amplifier
designs to incorporate technologies researched over the last five
years. After many months of acoustic tuning and de:ailed
electrical re-evaluation lasting more than a year, we are proud
to announce the arrival of our evolut-onary new Cyrus 8.
This extraordinary amplifier sets rew standards and
strengthens Cyrus’ positior at the leading edge
of what'’s possible in audio design today.
For the full story on how our
amplifiers have asvolved, please
visit our website: at
www.cyrusaudio.com.

Cyrus Electronics
Huntingdon, Cambridgesiire, PE29 6XY

Tel:  +44 (0)1480 435577
Fax: +44 (0})1480 437715
email: info@cyrusaudio.com

www.cyrusaudio.com




TRI AS
YOU MAY!

TRI-VISTA

Musical Fidelity's new Tri-Vista playeris one of the biggest and best arguments for
SACD, albeit in two channel, says David Price.

t's Musical Fidelity's anniver-
sary, don't ya know! To com-
memorate the two long
decades since its famed Dr.
Thomas preamp first graced
dealers' shelves, proprietor
Antony Michaelson has uncorked the
Krug, polished the silver and
launched a celebratory range of Tri-
Vista products. The first two are the
Tri-Vista 300 integrated amp (of
which just 500 are being made) and
the Tri-Vista CD/SACD player which
is here before your very eyes. MF is

making a mere 800 of these, after
which the final Tri-Vista preamp and
power amp will appear.

The Tri-Vista CD/SACD player
starts - so says Mr Michaelson -
where the Nu-Vista 3D CD player
left off. It's full of clever digital stuff
like upsampling (at 192kHz), fancy
power supplies (choke regulated) and
fine tuned DAC and filters, bespoken
for both CD and SACD. Specifically, a
24 bit 192kHz upsampling DAC is
fitted, which not only does in-house
conversion duties but has the facility

vwwswhisfiverideniuk

to accept an external source - a
brilliant feature now being
increasingly used in high end CD
players. CD and SACD circuitry is
totally discrete - completely separate
digital paths mean that the SACD
DAC, filter and power supply are
specifically and only for SACD, and
ditto with the CD side. This is unlike
most other SACD players, and can
surely be no bad thing, even if it is
expensive.

As its name cunningly suggests,
the Tri-Vista series uses dinky 5703
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subminiature valves, the result of
scouring the world of military
surplus for a successor to MF's
beloved Nuvistor. Claimed to be 'the
most reliable tube in the world', this
player's designer says its very low
output impedance and distortion
allied to high damping factor and
wide bandwidth make it ideal for
super audio applications. This player
shows attention to detail outside too
- its silver moonstone finish
(apparently the result of a nine step
polishing process) has an arresting
(i.e. overpowering) sheen which
matched my gold bath taps and
monogrammed his'n’hers bathrobes
perfectly!

To cap this, the feet glow. Yes, |
can appreciate the irony of this - a
player packed full of state of the art
digital trickery and I'm dwelling on
this - but they really do.While the
current is stabilising and the output
stage is switched off, they glow red.
Then they go amber for about half an
hour while it warms up, then blue
when it's really ready to rock.
Hmmm - nice!

More important is the beautifully
hewn disc tray - up there with the
Linn Sondek CD12 in the pantheon
of ‘great disc drawers | have seen'.
Shame about the top plate, which
was soon resonating away in time to
the low frequencies emanating from
my loudspeakers - if it was my
machine, I'd stick some sorbothane
to its underside. And as for its wealth
of exposed screwheads - if it was
Japanese then some poor underling
would have been expected to
commit sepuku for that!

Round the back, there are a pair
of digital outputs (coax and optical)
and inputs (for the aforementioned
DAC function), plus the audio
outputs - all two of them! Yes,

TRI-VISTA

AUDIO € O

amazingly perhaps, this player does
only two channel SACD - some will
find this a baffling retrograde step,
others a purist declaration of
stereophile intent! Whatever you
think, it's probably the last stereo
SACD spinner you'll see - all the
others are muitichannel. Once the,
ermm, legs had gone blue, listening
commenced via my upgraded World
Audio KLPP1/K5881 pre-power amp
combination and Yamaha NS |000M
loudspeakers.SOUND QUALITYIt's
very good indeed. | kicked off with ye
olde 16/44 Compact Disc (very
popular in the 1980s,so I'm told) and
found this was a very classy player.
Compared to my reference Sony
CDP-XT77ES (a very capable classic
high end design), the MF sounded a
good deal more organic - yet was
also more dynamic too. Although
lacking a fraction of the Sony's truly
special, grumbling bass, it sounded
altogether punchier thanks to its
ability to sift through the mix and
find the dynamic accents.The result
was a very Naim-like ability to really
carry the music's rhythms and

HI-FI WORLO & COMPUTER AUOIO MARCH 2003
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phrasing - but it could also do tonal
colour too.

M] Cole's 'Crazy Love' - a
brilliant slice of UK Garage - was
most instructive.Where the Sony
pushed out a big, phat (sic) bassline,
the MF was just a touch less ballsy,
yet as soon as the drums kicked in it
really took the song by the scruff of
the neck and hammered it out with
gusto. However, there was an
incredible finesse there too - those
beautifully silky vocals were there all
their glory, deliciously rich and fruity.
The Sony by contrast sounded
altogether more artificial and digital.
Moving to Scritti Politti's "The Word
Girl', the MF continued the pattern
with a sumptuously sweet and
creamy midband - rarely have singer
Green Gartside's vocals sounded
more beguiling.

Van Halen'’s 'Jump' proved how
this player can offer the best of both
worlds - it really is grippy and fast
with oodles of power to project the
soundstage way out past {(and
behind) the plane of the speakers.
The rhythmic gaps between the
notes seemed longer and darker
than with the Sony, making the music
even more striking when guitar
strings or drum skins were struck.
Yet it's wonderfully couth too - no
16/44 nasties here - there is real
tonal colouring here.You can hear
the different sounds of different
studios and instruments,
microphones and mixing desks - it's
not one generic sound. The punch
and power, allied to a deliciously
open and smooth midband and silky
treble make even standard CD a
deeply rewarding experience through
this player - you never know, this



digital lark may just catch on after all!
Moving to an SACD of Marvin
Gaye's 'Sexual Healing', | was struck
by how similar this felt to hearing
Marantz's fabled SA-1| for the first
time ("we are not worthy", etc.) You
get all the CD stuff, plus an even
more balanced and smoother
midband, plus a wonderful,
overarching sense of natural
musicality. The complex drum track
was carried superbly, with all its little
runs, breaks and modulations as clear
as day. Despite this however, Marvin's
voice was brilliantly carried -
exquisitely smooth and silky,
brilliantly expressive and emotive, it

made digital a truly special
experience.The Human League's
'Love Action' on SACD was a riot -
the rich harmonics of those classic
Roland, Korg and Casio synths and
the dark, dead thudding of a Linn
LM| drum machine reminding me of
hearing the original superb vinyl
pressing over twenty years ago.

This is a beautifully musical player - it
has one an almost enchanting quality
that makes you want to keep
listening. Importantly though, it is so
smooth and open that you can keep
listening for long periods without
fatigue - just like vinyl. Indeed, I'd say
that short of Marantz's long-deleted

SA-1, this is the most analogue
sounding digital player I've laid ears
on. It's flipping expensive, but worth
every penny. Only the lack of DVD-A
and multichannel capability could
detract some from its obvious
appeal, but I'll let you be the judge of
how much.

Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista
CD/SACD player £3,995

Musical Fidelity Ltd
Tel: +44 (0) 208 900 2866
www.musicalfidelity.com

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

Based on a Philips SACD solution,
the closest ancestor to Musical
Fidelity's two-channel player is the

exceptional SA-I from Marantz,
launched as a ‘showpiece mode!’
some two years ago at £5000.
However, any parallels between
these designs ends with MF’s
proprietary analogue stage which
features its favoured 5703 *Tri-Vista'
triodes.

As expected, distortion is low at
mid-to-low digital levels (typically
0.005-0.008% 1-20kHz at -30dBFs)
but increases towards its 2.26V peak
output as this triode-based output
stage becomes less linear. | measured
0.004% on the left channel, 0.0015%
on the right - hardly ‘high’ by any
stretch of the imagination, but still
10x higher than a more conventional
solid-state CD, DVD or SACD
player. This stage is also probably
responsible for the relatively poor
0.13dB channel imbalance and the

reduced 101-102dB S/N ratio,
manifesting as a broadly-distributed
white noise rather than as an
objectionable hum.

By contrast, the circuit layout is
well thought out and sufficient to
maintain its stereo separation
beyond 100dB across the audioband
- a fine result. Whatever subjective
‘colour’ is introduced by the valve
stage, digital jitter is spectacularly
low at 120psec and exerts no
audible impact.

Image suppression with CD
software is superb at a full 106dB
though, of course, digital filtering is
not required for SACD replay. Here
the response extends beyond CD’s
20kHz limit to reach 60kHz at -
8.2dB, 80kHz at -16dB and |00kHz
at -24dB.The ultrasonic roll-off not
only affects the player’s intended
response but also the unwanted
noise associated with SACD
encoding. This hump of noise is clear

ACAL FIIELITY SACD PLAYER J11 TER SHECTIUM s whos = Dote wbamnd Stbei

enough from the 40kHz plot and,
depending on its interaction with
partnering amplifiers, may prove the
more significant factor in this player’s
system matching. PM

Frequency Response

cD

-0.1dB (20Hz) to +0.06dB (20kHz)
SACD

-0.02dB (20Hz) to -13.0dB (100kHz)

Distortion Left Right
-6dBFs 0.003% 0.0005%
-30dBFs 0.0053% 0.0046%
-60dBFs 0.16% 0.14%
-90dBFs 3.0% 2.8%
Separation

IkHz 106dB 107dB
20kHz 107dB 109dB
Noise (IECA) 101.7dB 100.9dB
Output 226V 2.29V

Built like a tank and sounds like a
dream. Although only two-channel, the
Tri-Vista takes digital audio to a higher
|level of playback

www.bi-fivrord.co.uk
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TOTAL
ECLIPSE

OF THE ART

Loudspeakers needn't be wooden coffins with dustbin lids in them. Simon Pope
encounters the highly unconventional but very impressive Eclipse TD 512.

eing a publication that
has often dealt with
the more, er, extreme
areas of the audio
industry it's safe to
say that we've had
our fair share of the weird and won-
derful pass through our doors. No
area opens the floodgates to such
items as loudspeaker design. It's also
fair to say that give or take a few
examples such as the Quad electro-
static or a Magnepan planar design,
most of the more off-the-wall mod-
els we've encountered don't really
cut the mustard. They may do some-

thing superbly, but often sacrifice
something else to achieve this. It
must be remembered that basic
design principles are best learnt
before developing a 'good’ idea - you
can't play the piano with confidence
until you've learnt your scales!

The Eclipse TD 512 is without
doubt an unconventional 'speaker.
Just take a look at it.We have a long,
elliptical 'black’ egg which houses a
lone 120mm ‘full range’ drive unit.
There's also a smaller set available
for multimedia use that includes a
stylish amplifier. There's a matching
amplifier available with the 512s, too,

www. hi-fiworld.co.uk

the highly chic and clean sounding
AS502 at £875.They are sold per
'speaker as opposed to per pair, sO
multichannel use is an option, too.
The first impression was good -
the whole package is modern and a
genuine 'lifestyle’ product, but one
that is superbly built - the ‘speakers
are remarkably heavy for their size.
However, | wondered how this
loudspeaker would deliver what any
audiophile requires from a full range
'speaker - starting with bass! More of
this later. First there are a few
essential points to mention that are
contributory to the look of the 512.
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EXPERIENCE
THESGHORD
EFFECT!

The first time you hear your
sound system with Chord
interconnecting cables will
be the first time you've
really heard it.

Be warned - the effect can
he shattering.

Your eyes and ears will be
opened. Your music will
never sound the same
again.

Specify Chord

cables - Hear

the light!

SILVER S VIDEQ.
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FOR SALES AND INFORMATION
CALER 01722 331674 FAX: 01722 411388
E=MAIL: CHORD@CHORD.CO.UK
ORWVISIT US AT WWW.CHORD.CO.UK
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definitive audio

Peddlers of fine wares, including:

Record players: SME models 10, 20 and 30; Kuzma Stabi, Stabi Reference:
Nottingham Analogue Interspacs, Space Deck, Hyperspace and Dais;
Michell Orbe; VPI AriesScout; Avid Volvere, Sequel and Acutus.
Arms: Rega 300/600/900; SME Series IV and V; Kuzma Stogi; Triptanar.
Cartridges: VanDenHul Grasshopper and Colibri; Kuzma KC Ref, EMT;
Reson Recs and Elite; Cartridge Man Musiomaker; Benz-Micro including
Ruby Open Air; Kondo lo J.

Amplifiers: Border Patrol; Canary; Sugden; Art Audio; Monarchy;
Waestern Electric; icon; Tom Evans Audio Designs; SJS.

CD Players: Wadia; Sugden; Primare; Resolution.
Louspeakers: Living Voice; Vitavox; Lowther.

Cables and Tables by Living Voice.

Sale of Part Exchange and Ex-dem ltems Sale  New

Dynaudio Confidence 3. Rosewoad, perfect, boxed, giveaway. £2750  £4800

Horning Agathon - 98dB 2 way horn, mahogany £1500  £3400
Mirage 890i - fine condition - give away. £200
Art Audio Symphony (full chrome) 300 B SE 10 w. int. £2250  £4000
Art Audio Vinyl 1 mm phono stage. Chrome £1000 £1550
Art Audio VP1 line pre. Chrome £1000 £2000
Tube Technology MAC mm and me phono - as new £900 £1400
Audio Innovations L2 line pre £350  £750
Alchemist Forsetti ADP 15A integrated amp ~ remote controt. £700  £1400
Alchemist Forsetti ADP 20A stereo power amp. £700 £1400
AudioNote Soro Phono integrated. Serviced, new vaives £700 £1900
Cary 2A3, 8 watt stereo with Cary pre amp. New valves. £500
Unison Research Feather One line pre-amp. £800  £1400
Mark Levinson 334 Power amp. April '02 boxed perfect £4000  £6000
Audio Research LS2 B line pre £1250
Pro Ac Tablette cherry £300
Kinshaw Perception 2 box pre-amp - Give Away £100
Voyd standard black - perfect - collectable joy. £1500
Ortofon Rohman - June '02 <10hrs use £600 £1000
Origin Live Silver250 " " £500  £600

Tel: 0115 973 3222 Fax: 0115 973 3666
internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk email: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk

N ,/l

campaign audio design
HI-Fi Cables Manufacturer and Suppiler

“Watt's the Solution”

The AC mains is the most vital link in the hi-
fi chain. Pollution and voltage
inconsistencies all play a part in spoiling
musical enjuymeni. Just listen o your
equipment late at night it will sound less
grainy more fluid and involving.

-— We have a range of mains cabling starting
from £22.99 (or £7.00 per metre) which will
open up and focus your systemproviding transparency and speed. Our silver OFC
cables, due to their high current capacities (up to 240 Amps). produce effortlgss
music from current hungey devices. Aii mains connectlons wre treated with a contact
enhancer prior to shipping and soldered with Lead free 4% silver solder.

Our analogue. video and digital cables make the most of available resolution. With
precisely manufactured high bandwidth video cables you will experience an
immediate improvement in picture quality. High purity silver and silver plated copper
interconnects and speaker cables offer superior quality at down to earth prices.

We have a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating boiler (£3.50) enabling you to
throw away that big noise suppressor that has been gjving you that "sat upon" sound
for years. There's lots we can do to bring you closer to the emotion and
energy of the performance. So confldent are we that you wlll be delighed that we
offer a 21 day no quibble guarantee.

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN
Ty-Mawr Road (HW)
Cardiff CF3 3BS
Tel:- 02920 779401
Website: http://business.virgin.net/cad.cables/

Gl At

=
M&e@ Trade and International Enquiries Welcome.  WVISA
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The designer simply didn't just

think "I know, I'll make my speaker
look like an egg, that'll be different”.
There's much more to it than that
and it's all very, very technical, as
you'd expect from a Japanese
product. Eclipse TD believe that most
conventional audio systems
concentrate on improving the
frequency 'domain’ (response),
whereas the 512 concentrates on
'idealising' the acoustic reproduction
of the input waveforms. One
acknowledged factor that contributes
to the deformation of these original
waveforms is the standing wave -
acoustic reflections between the
facing surfaces inside the cabinet.
They also believe that additional
vibrations will further degrade the
quality of the waveform, along with
diffraction at the baffle edge of a
cabinet box. Hence the elliptical
design with its constantly curved
structure and lack of baffle. No flac
surfaces exist and it's also incredibly
well constructed and rigid, which
should eliminate any vibrations. There
is also no baffle as such to interfere
with the spherical waves emanating
from the drive unit but a single port
features at the rear.

Next, Eclipse state, rightly, that
most conventional 'speakers have
the drive units screwed or bolted
directly onto the enclosure.They
claim that this transmits unwanted
vibrations directly from the drive
unit into the cabinet which further
radiates these vibrations and colours
the overall sound. In answer to this,
Eclipse have a unique way of housing
the single drive unit. The driver is
actually directly mounted onto the

metal base of the design
via an integrated
construction (see
image). Therefore
the drive unit is
effectively
decoupled from
the enclosure
which provides
single point
grounding,
eliminating
vibration. The
overall enclosure of
the 512 is essentially
'floated’ (as recording
studios are) by the
decoupling of the metal
construction from the
cabinet by diffusion arms. And
there's more - attached to the rear
of the drive unit there is a 3kg
‘grounding anchor'. The back of the
drive unit is grounded by the weight
in an attempt to Improve the
transient impulse response and phase
accuracy.

Finally, the third section of the
Eclipse Holy Trinity is the use of a
single drive unit. This dispenses with
phase problems and a crossover too.
So, whilst the design may appear
technically complicated, much of it is
simple common sense.

| admic that all of the above
could read as a load of technical
cobbiers if the thing sounds duff -
but they don't and these technical
outlines actually make sense when
evaluated with the overall sound. It's
so detailed and transparent that

these are instantly
recognisable as a
studio reference
(they're used by
none other than
Brian Eno as
monitors in his
studio). | used
them with the
matching stands
and a Sony 555ES
SACDI/CD player as
source. Amplification was
supplied by the matching
Eclipse TD 30 watts A502 among
others, ranging from a Cyrus 8 up
to 20 watts 300B
monoblocks!
Also immediately
noticeable is the fact
that the 512s have as
defined a hot spot as
I've ever experienced from

WLk Tnnotid ok

a loudspeaker. You don't quite need a
neck brace but turn your head to
answer a question and the majority
of what this 'speaker does so well is
lost in an instant. What it does well,
though, it does like few I've
encountered.You want pin point
imaging - it doesn't get any better
than this. Nor does transparency and
neutrality.

Put on Miles Davis's Kind of Blue
and you'll be looking around for a
snake. Don't worry, though, it's the
tape hiss.Then you'll be treated to
some of the most engaging sounds to
teased from this album. Incredibly
natural instrumental timbre, a fine
sense of depth and space and spot
on timing are bread and butter for
these 'speakers.And as for detail,
you'll get key fingering on the sax
and a realistic presentation of
breathing into the instrument. It's all
quite gobsmacking.

As mentioned earlier, one thing
you wouldn't expect these to do is
bass. However, as | discovered, if the
bass is there on the recording, then
it'll be there in the room.A fine
HDCD recording of Stravinsky's Rite
Of Spring had me jumping out my
seat with the force, depth and
downright realism of the bass drum.
Likewise, Massive Attack's 'Angel’ and
Wally Brill's excellent The Covenant
(a mix of Jewish cantors and trip hop
beats!) had the Eclipses plumbing the
depths. It's some of the tightest and
cleanest bass available through any
design, too.

What these
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Diffusion arm.

Grounding anchor.

The central construction of
the enclosure als6 makes
up the base.
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D £27.00 for 12 months
Your Details
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The stylish matching A502 amplifier can be

bought as a optional extra.

‘speakers won't do is make the best
of a bad situation. If a recording is
bad then it'll sound bad, if it's good
it'll sound good and if it's superb..

.you get the message. It's here that
they demonstrate their 'profes-
sional' monitor pedigree better
than most that claim to be. Low
level detail is exquisite and
transparency is amazing.

Now for the down sides. Firstly,
you need to get rid of all precon-
ceptions about speaker design
or sound before you listen to
them - they sound like very
little else around and can

be disconcerting at first
but stick with it.

Secondly, they
are unbelievably
directional, there's
none of the Quad
electrostatic mix of
imaging combined
with dispersion here -
they're like laser
beams.

Thirdly, the
treble isn't always the smoothest but
this is, again, largely recording or
system dependant.

Lastly, they could be a bit too

much like hard work after a while.
Whilst the sheer detail and
involvement is invigorating at first, |
was so pulled in by them that | could
not help but concentrate.

if you're in the market for a
transparent and detailed sound then
try these 'speakers out, because they
have traits that many audiophiles
would pay a lot more money for.
They are by no means a run of the
mill design, or purchase for that
matter, but they may just have you
gagging for more. However, once
you've got them remember not to
move around too much or you may
have wasted your money.These
‘speakers aren't for fidgets!

Eclipse TD 512 £875 per speaker
(£999 including stand)

Eclipse TD (UK) Ltd.
Tel: +44 (0)20 73288 4499
www.eclipse-td.co.uk

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

A small, single drive unitin a
symmetrical cabinet with tapered
sides like this one will give excellent
dispersion and have no inter-drive
unit phase problems. However, lack
of a tweeter will hamper treble
quality, making a small cone
necessary to extend response, but
small cones cannot deliver serious
bass without distortion — and those
are the trade-offs in this ‘speaker.
Not surprisingly, frequency
response of the TD 512 isn't
especially flat by current standards,
treble rolling off above 2.5kHz, our
analysis shows. The roll off is smooth

around 55Hz our impedance analysis
confirms. Consequently, the acoustic
output of the port makes no contri-
bution below 60Hz as our port
output analysis shows. The TD 512
will sound fast and punchy,

perhaps tight and

level
controlled, but not deep. (dB)

The impedance curve
is a classic, with twin
peaks of a ported driver
and rising impedance with
frequency, due to voice
coil inductance unaffected .2
by a crossover. This, and

high DCR of 5.6ohms,

Frequency response

40

palatable all the same. But bass
output will be limited in depth and
power. NK

3k

100 1k
frequency (Hz)

| World Verdict @@ @@
| Exceptionally well detailed and
transparent, the 512 is a quirky but
valid audiophile product. Solid
constryction, too.

though, and the peak at 2kHz will Impedance
make the TD 512 sound bright,

rather than dull. It will help vocal

make the TD 512s an easy

load, with average
sensitivity of 85dB SPL
from one nominal watt of 8

projection too, but lack of upper
treble will suppress fine detailing and  input.
The TD 512 will image

well and have a bright

compromise sonority.
Bass rolls down below 63Hz, the

50 100

frequency (Hz) 10 1k 10k

rear port being tuned high, to sound. It should be aurally
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Competition
Questions

[1] In which year was
Eclipse TD UK
founded?

[a] 2001
[b] 1991
[c] 1990
[d] 1000

[2] At which famous
studio did they launch
the 'speaker in the
UK?

[a) Air Studios

[b] Abbey Road Studios

[c] Maida Vale BBC
studios

[d] King Tubby's, Jamaica

[3] Which famous
musician/producer
uses the Eclipse TD
512 in his studio?

{a] Brian Wilson
[b] Brian Harvey
[c] Brian Eno
[d] Jay Leno

[4] From what materi-
al is the 512's drive
unit made

[a] Keviar

[b] Fibre-glass
[c] Carbon-fibre
[d] Paper

March Competition
Hi-Fi World Magazine
Unit G4 Argo House

The Park Business Centre
Kilburn Park Rd

London NWé 5LF

HI-FI WORLD'S

COMPETITION

WIN A PAIR OF ECLIPSE TD 512 °
SPEAKERS WORTH £1,700 IN THIS MONTH'S

GREAT HI-FI WORLD GIVEAWAY!

here are very few loud-
speakers we come
across that truly break
the mould of the tradi-
tional two or three-way
box cabinet. When we
do encounter something different
the chances are that we won't neces-
sarily be impressed. However, the
moment we set eyes on these
superb Eclipse TD monitors we knew
we were in for something different
and exciting. And indeed we were,
the sound is spectacularly transpar-
ent and detailed - it's a true audio-
phile product. The design comes in
two different sizes, the larger 512
models that you can win in this com-
petition and the smaller 508 models.
There is also an extremely stylish
matching amplifier designed by
Eclipse TD available for use with the
monitors.
The 512s are equally
comfortable in the recording studio
as they are in the home, as many

Hi-Fi & Computer Audio
World Competition rules
and conditions of entry

1. Only one entry per house
hold.

2. Multiple entries will be
automatically disqualified.

3. Purchase of the magazine
is not a pre-condition of
entry.

4. No correspondence will be
entered into.

(3]

The Editor's decision is
final.

6. No employees of
Audio Publishing Limited,
or of any companies
associated with the
production or distribution
of the prizes may enter.

CONGRATULATIONS

music profes-
sionals testify.
Eclipse TD UK
Ltd. was founded in
2001 and they J
launched the . L
‘speaker at a
press
conference

in the famous
Abbey Road studios, London. Since
this time the product has made a
name for itself amongst top
engineers. Supporters include the
award winning classical recording
engineer Klaus Hiemann, Simon
Osborne - another award winning
engineer and Brian Eno who uses a
pair in his studio.

Designed by the company's Chief
Engineer, Hiroshi Kowaki, and made
in Japan, the Eclipse TD 512
represents a fundamentally different
outlook to the conventional theory
of loudspeaker design. Known as
Time Domain technology the
company explain it as "a return to
first principles in determining the
way in which we listen to music; the
design, construction and build
materials all depart radically from
prevailing convention.”

The design solves the inherent
problems of phase and time
distortion by substituting the
traditional box cabinet for a stylish
and solid ovoid enclosure and using
only one high quality drive unit.This
fibre-glass drive unit is actually
mounted on a metal structure which
forms part of the stand. This
structure is also internally decoupled
from the enclosure to eliminate

vibration. It's a startlingly different
outlook to designing loudspeakers
and one that gives equally startling
results, as our review in this issue
shows. The Eclipse TD 512s have the
transparency and detail of an electro-
static design, with the superb imaging
of a top point-source loudspeaker.
It's one that all audiophiles will
appreciate and they look absolutely
fantastic in the home as well. They're
simply one of the most different and
exciting designs on the market today.

If you want to benefit from the
enjoyment these radical loudspeakers
could bring to your system, then
here’s your opportunity. Winning a
pair of these fantastic products
couldn't be easier. Simply answer the
following questions on a postcard
and send it to our address, at left, by
February 28th.The first correct entry
out of the bag will receive this
superb prize.

As well as four dedicated dealers,
Eclipse TD now have their own
demonstration room in London
where you can experience the 512
monitor in either two channel or
a 5.1 configurations. Phone 0207
328 4499 for an appointment or
check out www.eclipse-td.co.uk
for details.

...to Mrs. M Thompson of Aberdeen, in Scotland, the winner of our January competition.
A Cyrus 8 Integrated amplifier is on its way to you!
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Finishes 15.02.03
Eealaks Sound & Vision

) ] »

k a comireﬁen \1 range‘of I—)’VD players, amplifiers, speakers, plasma monitors, televisions and projection systems from

L

‘ all the leadi facturers. From starter systems to custom designed multi-room and home cinema installations, our friendly

 staff are ava | outlets to advise, demonstrate and guide you through the home entertainment jungle. If you're interested
- in home entertainment and want to avoid the confusion, conlacl your local Sevennaks Sound & Vision outlet and experience mor.
. 0% interesl Iree option* is availablé on most products. ~wiitten Jetails i) request, Licensea eredit Frakers Mimmum balance £400. Subject to status.

MUSICAL FIDELITY Tri-Vista Series

00000000 P 0000000000000 gracrtteccriccdecnssrsidocsrersarsrrrrrnsccsnce

Designed to celebrate Musical Fidelity’s twentieth apniversary, the new limited edition Tri-
Vista series offers both audio excellence and value for money. The first products released
are the Tri-Vjsta 300 Integrated Amplifier and
lhe Tii-Visla CD/SACD Player, with the Tri-Vista
Pre and Power Amplifiers following in 2003.
According to Musical Fidelity the Tri-Vista
“Produces slupendous performancé... No
stone has been left unturned in our efforts to
make the Tri-Vista series absolutely the best
it can be in circuitry and physical layout,
build quality and aesthetics.”

M XS

By combining technologies from their Reference and Q Series, KEF have introduced the
«,  New XQ speaker range. Featuring KEF Uni-Q° ‘point source’ arrays for

( ‘.. unrivalled off-axis performance and ‘super audio’ Hypertweeters™, the
XQ range fully exploits the wide bandwidth of digital formats like

SACD and DVD-A. The range comprises the XQ one and three stand

mounters, the XQ five fioorstanders and XQ two c centre speaker. All XQ models are
available in a variety of finishes.

48 Outlets Nationwide

Aberdeen e Bedford » Birmingham e Brighton  Bristol  Bromley ® Cambridge © Cardiff e Chelsea ® Cheltenham o Crawley ¢ Croydon
Edinburgh ¢ Epsom » Exeter » Glasgow © Guildford ® Holborn  Hilll « pswich e Kingston  Leicester » Lecds * Lincoln  Liverpool e Maidstone
Manchester ¢ Newcastle ® Norwich e Nottingham  Oxford  Pelerburuugh e Piymouth  Poole e Preston  Reading ® Sevenoaks e Sheffield
Solihull » Southampton » Southgate ® Swansea ® Swindon ® Swiss Cottage ¢ Tunbridge Weils  Watford ® Witham (Essex) e Wnlverhampton

it ll,| fEEel New Outlets Now Open

m We are delighted to announce that we have opened new stores in the following

T 1677  Solihull 0121 733 3727 ¢ Swindon 01793 10992
(b SN 1 === and Wolv 02 312225. See Page 7 for full address details.

www.sevenoakssound .CO.UK experience more




Glaim Free
Goldring Ex-Static
Cleaner Worth £12

With All Pro-ject Turntables

PRO-JECT

Debut Il Tumntable
(Black) £114. 95

ith 2 Prn

table romped o 2

“The onginal Debut tur

good work. It s a simple affar, that s
Upto£150

price fool you - it sounds a whole lot more expe
Arcam DIVA T61 Tuner £249.95 (s 5 fine turntable. and 1t clearly reveals the benefits of istening to vinyl with a
iy UL £99.95  (ich and detailed soundstage. and a good dynamic response
Marantz ST4000 Tuner £109.95
Michell Gyro SE/RB300 Turntable £999.95 It's avallable in six funky colours, so you should find one to suit your decor.
Project Debut Phono SB Turntable £159.95 and at just a smidge over £100. you can have no excuse not to keep that
Project Debut || Turntable £129.95 old vinyl collection in employment for a good few years yet £
Project RPM4 Tumtable £324.95 o wwwwd Awards 2000 . >
Sony ST-D777ES FM/DAB Tuner £499.95 Aiso Available
Videologic DRX-601E DAB Tuner £229.95 Selected outlets are Project Turntable Centres. Colour Options are available at additionat cost Michell Gyro SE - £999.95

RCD-02 CD Player £379.95  Free Interconnect Cable” Worth £80
ROTEL R A-02 Am p| |f ier £3499 5 | When Any Rotel CD & Rotel Ampife Purchased Together

RCD=02 CD Player "Whether it's the raw, and sometimes just plan
barking vocals of Tom Waits. or the stinging guitar stabs of Pete Townsend
on some old Who tracks. the Rotel 1s one of those players that cant help
but bring a smile to the face - it's a breath of fresh arr

ESEEG # % % % September 2002

RA-02 Amplifier "The amp has a fast, detailed and yet satisfyingly full

presentation. That allows it to make a fine job of the beats of Groove
Armada s Goodbye Century set

= without losing sight of the fine
Oo. 4 ; , ; . ,Q’ details of the mix. and also husking out
e wnw Mananne Faithfull's deliciously smutty vocals on Kissing Time with real relish. Add in decent levels of equipment - and the convenience of
Also Available remote control, and we reckon Rotel has a winner on its hands ESLE w k%% % August 2002

Marantz PM4200 « £139.95
€D Players

Arcam DIVACDE2T. ... ....£369.95

Sneaker Cable™ Arcam DIVA CD72T... £449.95
((( AE ))) Ae IS EVO O n e WI][I:II £30 with m Arcam FMJ CD23T..... £1199.95
R e S eake 's £179.95 Smabsoer 170 | DS O e ¥ -

The original Aegis Ones were great speakers. to the extent that they were category winners in our 1998 awards. Since then Linn Genki £994.95

a host of new models have raised the standards in the sub-£200 category. and the Aegis Ones soon went from stunner to Linn lkemi £1949.95
also ran. AE's response to that is an EVO version Marantz CD4000 £99.95
— Marantz CD6000K! Signature £399.95
The Aegis Ones genes are clearly evident The original's Meridian 507 £1194.95
refinement and bass weight are preserved and backed up Musical Fidelity A308 £1999.95
with better openness and more Musical Fidelity Tr-Vista SACD £3994.95
S ;i
free-flowing dynamic abilty The | |% v Quad 99 CD-P £999.95
old speakers would have Roksan Caspian £994.95
- . il " Rotel RCD1070 £494.95
delivered a cool and calm version - § )
Sony CDPXES70 £99.95
of Pinks Missundaztood set . 4
theyd be enjoyable, but would Also Available Free |memﬂnnem cahle* Wﬂnh Eﬁu
lack a little dnive and excitement KEF Q1 « £249.95 .
with ALL €D Players over £300

The new speakers however, address those linalions.  Add
Please Note: Some products may rot be available at all outlets
s Advertisement vahd until at least 12th February 2003, E&OE
“» > and it comes as no surprise to find these speakers at home  +From our sefection available in-store - Not in conyunction with any other offer
%{mgﬁ/‘
SPRMKERS

authority and good stereo imaging to the hst of plus points

with classical, too. Indeed, running

through our test room’s extensive CD library we couldn't find a
genre that these AE's weren't happy playing * ESSES % %% %% July 2002

experience
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Ampilifier Selection

Arcam D\VA A65 Plus Amplifier £369.95

Arcam DiVA A75 Plus Amplifier .£469.95

Arcam FMJ A32 Amplifier £1149.95

Cyrus 6 Amplifier .£599.95 .

Cyrus 8 Amplifier £799.95

Denon PMAZsa Amplifier £199.95 arca Best Buy

Linn Kolector Pre Ampiffier £494.95 A 2002 J

Linn LK85 Power Amplifier £494.95 B ﬁ

Marantz PM4200 Ampilifier . ..£139.95 ® @ q AN

Musical Fidelity A3.2 Pre Amplifier .£999.95 * M8 = ~— !

Musical Fidelity A3.2 Power Amplifier .£999.95 .

Musical Fidelity A308 Amplifier £1999.95 - - — - ’
. N o . - ‘

wusicat oty s o cmdss— ARC A M Free Interconnect Cable” Worth £120

Roksan Caspian Amplfier SHBAEE SOUND & VISION When An_yrArcam_ CD i ArCﬂ Amplifier Purchased Together |

S meiter =005 DIVA CD82T CD Player £599.95
- DiVA A85 Integrated Amplifier £799.95

T s DiVA CD82T ‘Arcam’s lastest sounds like a more mature version of its little brother. On an initial listen the

FMJ AV8 & P7 increased solidity and refinement are obvious, but over time the subtler dynamic shading and more assured

£5,499.95 handling of transients come to the fore... The Arcam CD82T is one of the best CD players available at this
price point.” ESEEd k%% % % September 2002

DiVA A85 “You'll have realised by now that we rather like this amp. It took us completely by surprise, and further
strengthens Arcam's already impressive product range... The A85 is superb, and we can't wait to put it up against its peer in a group test.” ESEEd Ao x* March 2001

" '@ BaW Bowers & Wilkins
DM602S3 Speakers £299.95

“But the B&W 602 S3 are our winners.

9
1 Free They're big and not particularly beautiful
1.3 (9 Sllﬂﬂkﬂl Catie* yet if it were our money they're what we
. o worth £50 with AL would buy. No rival can match the wide
- Sueakers over £260 ranging dynamics or low frequency

‘ B erformance of these not so compact
- - ol % im.‘l 2 i ’p

C = | B standmounters. Add all-round sonic excellence and the choice is
est Buy easy. Give them sufficient space to breathe, then sit back and enjoy

| 2002 7) the music " BT Supertest Winner August 2002
1‘ ) ) %cnu@y

Also Available (Pictured Right)

B&W CDM NT Series e Prices start from £749.95

[ N L)
PYRE DRX-701ES Digital Tuner £249.95 ey
This new tuner from the recently renamed Pure is based on the 2001 Award-winning Videologic DRX-601ES, but under the Iid is an all- y Prgggg

new third-generation digital radio engine, in the form of Frontier Silicon's Chorus FS1010. Its biggest advantages are lower energy
consumption and above all cost - it's the major reason why the

DRX-701ES is £100 loss than last year's mode! PURE

The tunar uees 24-bit/192kHz oorversicn with 4x upsarnpling erxd . ® t e o = - L
Gl "3 ~

data interpolation, and is powered by alow-noise toroidal trangtormer - 2 a0 2

- such attention to sonic detail pays off. Digital outputs are provided
= = on electrical and optical feed, but most people will use the = )
— analogue out, and these sound very good indeed. As usual the tuner is subject to the signal quality off-arr,
bul when il's fed from a high-gualily outdoor aeral and a good signal it's capable of a cnsp, powerful and detailed presentation Even
Denon TU‘IZMG‘EQL”}W . £99.05 more populist music stations fike Radio 6 benefit from the mix of a neutral balance and fine weight, while speech is also neutral and easy
- 7~ 1 tofollow... If you want a quality home tuner for digital radio, you need look no further sk ko October 2002

] ] i
r I c I n O l | C We always try to ensure our prices are highly competitive. In the event you can find the same
p y products and excellent service at a lower price, please bring it to our store managers’ attention.

o History

@
(}]
£
hd
O
@)
V]
Oy

1ISION

Sevenoaks Sound & V




Free Interconnect Cable” Worth $150

‘ When Any Cyrus CD & Cyrus Amplifier Purchased Together

— Vel e N | —
\ VA ~ U ) »
— ST . R c—

CD7Q CD Player £1149.95
8 Integrated Amplifier £799.95

Cyrus 7Q CD "How it compares directly {(with the competition) is a matter for a group test, but |
can tell you now that it'll be a close one. because the CD7Q is a fantastic CD Player, offering all
you'd expect from a disc spinner at this price, and more  The CD7Q s a

major upgrade from the class-leading CD7. Its weighty, detailed sound puts -

it at the pinnacle of CD players at this price.” EZZZH &% %% July 2002 j@,
PR ST
Cyrus 8 Amplifier Aiso Available
‘The 8 is a large step forward from older generations of Cyrus amplifiers, and takes the company back into the leading pack Cyrus 7 CD

in the sub-£1000 integrated amp sector... The Cyrus 8 is a must-audition product. EZZXE & x k& % January 2003 £799.95

ROKSAN -

Kandy KA'I M KI I I Am p| mer £544.95 | ~ When Any Roksan CD & Roksan Amplifier Purchased Together

"When we last reviewed Roksan's Kandy integrated amp in February it fought off serious competition to come top in a Supertest. This Is its replacement, the MKk!ll

Internal changes include an uprated power supply for the preamp section and identical mono modules for the left and right power amp sections. Roksan also
claims 50 pecent lower distortion on line-level inputs and a whopping 150 Best BU
percent less on the phono input. The rated power output is an impressive 120 3 Zy i
00!
&

watts per channel into 8 ohms, and this amp has a confident, muscular way with ° "-m,e @
music that bears this out. But don't be fooled into thinking this amp is raw but ‘%@‘g‘
unrefined. With Van Morrison's Down the Road the Kandy has the guts to render ~ | —
the performance exciting and dynamic, but also the guile to deliver subtle details. w_ - - 7T - ‘W
— —— - — MOOE .« T > 1 TAPE m PHONE

The upgraded Kandy Mkl is an ® ... < ©

\. . excellent amp; the Mkl version was
c— impressive. but MKIll i1s a stunner. It betters all the amps here in the timing department, and has a wonderfully robust character that
.- - | works well with al types of music. It manages to retain the good points of the Mkl while adding extra resolution and subtlety. Alf the
| Musical Fi‘(;ZI?&mjﬁ{f-Vista 300 amps here have a place in the market. It's just that at £550 the Kandy really does set the pace.

Amplifier = £3994.95 EZZZA % % % % % October 2002

{ts

= e - —

: * Free Speaker Cable* worh €50 | |
Z with ALL Spealers over £260 Speaker Sclecion

{

—_ 1

11L SpeakerCi S S 7o

“Quad is best known for its superlative electrostatic designs, which start at £3500. So any £379 pair of speakers that B&W CDM 7NT £1249.95
carries the company's name has to be going some to avoid tarnishing the family reputation. The first surprise is that the B&W DM303 ... ..£179.95
11Ls come in real-wood veneers covered with piano-gloss lacquer. This type of finish B = B&W DM601 S3 £249.95
is almost unheard of at the £1000 mark, let alone at this price. Has anything been l Cyrus CLS70 (Black)  £799.95
o 2 . .
sacrificed for such a luxury finish? Here's the second surprise: apparently not KEF Q1 £249.95
The final surprise? Well, saving the best for the last, the sound quality of the 11Ls KEF O3 £399.95
18 phenomenally good. These are small speakers at just Linn Katan (Maple) £634.95
. 33cm tall. but the scale and authority of = Linn Ninka (Maple £894.95
. ’ therr performance o Also Available -
. ' o < teric The laws | Mission 780 « £249.95 EEsshn e gt
4 ° - i . I - Mission 782 £599.95
. S a S

of physics dictate bass extension imitations, bu Mission m71i £119.95

'_f ’ thanks to a clever dual rear firng port arrangement RoF AUEID Gold Ref
A 0 the 11Ls plumb the depths with the determination Monftor Udfo Gold Reference 10 £799:95
. of a rottweller, even when placed In free space Menitor Audio Gold Reference 20........£1499.95
: P Ruark Epilogue |l £344.95

B < r t
| If you're n the market for a pair of top quahty Wharfedale 8.1 Eoo5s
WHAT W Fi standmounters these Quads are a must listen, Quite

pro; iuct i Slmply [heYre good enough to scare the competition Piease Note: Some products may not be available at all outiets
ofthe year blg time BT A Akw August 2002 Advertisement valid until at least 12th February 2003, E&OE.

*From our selection avarlable in-store - Not in conjunction wrth any other offer.
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MUSICAL FIDELITY

A3.2 CD Player £999.95 @ [=—"~——-=
A3.2 Amplifier  £979.95

Replacing the WHAT HI'FI? SOUND AND VISION Award =
Winning A3 CD and Ampilifier the new A3 2 models have been further o N
refined and re-styled. The A3.2 CD Player now incorporates the same S
DAC, filter assembly and control mechanism as the highly-acclaimed O R T Ao OO (541G 21 87 COPATER
Nu-Vista CD Player. The A3 2 Ampilfier draws on experence gained L
through the development of the Nu-Vista M3 amplifier and as such has 1 Py
inherited many of its qualities producing a sense of eage and flaxibility

that 1s normally only associated with far more expensive designs.

Free Interconnect Cable™ Worth £150 :

When Any Musical Fidelity CD & Musical Fidelity Amplifier Purchased together

@ Silver S6 Speakers £599.95

British loudspeaker manufacturer Monitor Audio has introduced a replacement
Free series for its acclaimed and award winning Silver Series speakers. “The aim
has been to offer real advances in performance and -

SﬂBﬂkEl L‘ahle value”, says technical director Dean Hartley. " New
_ worth £70 models include the S1 and S2 standmounters, the
with ALL Speakers | se, s8 and S10 floorstanders.
aver £300

“With a close-miked track such as James Taylor's
Line ‘Em Up from SACD they really deliver the character of the singer's
voice and they're just as expressive with the cultured rhythms of Groove
Armada'’s latest outing, having just the right mix of rhythmic control and
fluidity... But amazingly the best is yet to come: these are simply beautiful
speakers for classical music. once a few days' thrashing has tamed their
initial rawness. With the latest release of Holst's The Planets on DVD-Audio,
they thunder out Mars with true conviction

Also Available

Gold Reference
GR10 & GR20

These are rather magical speakers, with a poise and grace that belies their ability to turn on the power
when required. Parr them with a good CD player and suitably accomplished amp, and you won't go
far wrong. ESSEd % % % % % October 2002

-
O
2

Pronecer
PDR609 CD-RW Recorder £199.95

‘While it looks simple, the Pioneer has an impressive array of features, including the handy double-speed disc finalization and CD-Text

3__._..-... o compatibiity Internally, the PDR609 1s a big step up from the Award-winning PDR-509 it replaced. the DAC 1s now a 24-bit/96kHz number,
—— ‘ TR aided and abetted by Pioneer's Legato Link conversion technology. and it has 24-bit A-to-D conversion, which is ideal for copying your vinyl
Also Avaitable 9
onto CD ff this 1s your plan, you'll appreciate that the Pioneer makes It easy to create first-rate copies fromany source. helped by the manual
Marantz DR6000 L i Y ¢

recording-level controls. It was hard to tell our copy of Jim White's No Such Place from the original

CD Recorder « £299.95

While the Pioneer's replay quality can't match the Marantz, it costs £120 less, which would buy you a lot of blank discs. If you've already got
a dedicated CD player. we'd go with this recorder.” [E5GES %% %% August 2001

Recorder Scleciion
Marantz GR6000 CORW. . . £299.95 =
Sony MDS-JE770 MinDise £219.95 e Product
Yamaha KX393 Cassette Deck _£109.95 ' e
Yamaha KX580SE Casselle Deck £179.95 “ouge-
Yamaha CDR-HD1300 CD-RW £549.95 I

Sevenoaks Sound & V

Pigneer POR 609

m - \
r I cl n ' | We always try to ensure our prices are highly competitive. In the event you can find the same
p O Cy products and excellent service at a lower price, please bring it to our store managers’ attention.

World Radio Histor




' Free Interconnect Cable* Worth $150

When TAG AV30R & TAG 100x5R Prurchasecﬂ'ogether_

¥eMWclaren®

AV30R AV Processor £1799.95
100x5R Power Amplifier £2994.95

! TAG McLaren's AV30R AV Processor is aimed at the home cinema enthusiast who is concerned
with keeping up-to-date with the latest surround formats. When partnered with TAG’s 100x5R Power
Amplifier it makes an exceptional combination.

According to What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision magazine in their October 2002 issue: “In use, the AV30R
connected to TAG's 100x5R power amp, is superb. True, it can't quite match the clarity and power of the
latest-specification TAG flagship, the AV32Rbp-192, but by any AV standard this is a very high-end piece
of kit, with excellent impact and fine detail across a range of movie soundtracks from Once Upon A Time
In America to the explosive actionfests. Channel steering is immaculate, and the sense of a soundfield
wrapped around you - even in 5.1-channel mode - entrancing, with spine-tingling rear-channel! effects.
The fine Pro Logic Il implementation serves music as well as it does non-discrete AV soundtracks, and with
an SACD machine hooked up via the 5.1 channel inputs, the lack of coloration and sheer bass oomph is
extraordinary.” E5EEE % ¥ %% October 2002

Pro 50 Subwoofer gack £299.95
Pro 100 Subwoofer gacy £599.95

Ml Acoustics is a new company based in Cambiidgeshire. During the past year, they have
received lavourable reviews across lheir product range. The Pro 50 was awarded ‘Best Buy' by
What Hi-Fi Sound and Vision in their 2002 awards. "This is a black satin finished miniature sub
that ne-ontheless pagks in a 20cm fong-throw driver and a 50w MOSFET amp designed for good
power reserves even at high levels... And it sounds great: whether with the floorshaking
basslines of dance music, the slam of rock or an orchastral swell, when correctly set-up, the Pro
50 provides a subtle underpinning even of big loudspeakers. The bass it delivers is well
extended and tightly controlled with both music and movies, giving a subjective impression of
greater clarity across the frequency range, the added low-end complemented by better
midband focus. It's truly thrilling stuff.” EZZEG % %% % Awards 2002

The Speakers* of your choice when purchased at ﬁ N
clalm £1 20 0" same time as the Linn Classik Music System - womum vaue 200

Claim £2850 0ff ® The Speakers® of your choice when purchased at the same time as the Linn Classik Movie System - Mnmum valve £500 |

LINN
Linn Classik
Music System £999.95

The Classik Music System is an alternative to the sound and looks of mass
market compact systems. Designed to be useful throughout the home, the
Classik is simple and stylish with all the ——
advanced features needed to satisty the most | ,,,, AL
demanding hi-fi enthusiast or discriminating music lover. PR - NS
P2 G e

“Since the Scottish company added a tuner to the amp/CD player, mouths have gaped even wider in appreciation. The addition of colour

options panders to the public's taste for kit to match their interior design, but it doesn't just look lovely in the lounge: the Classik sounds Classik * Movie SYStem

£1999.95

simply marvellous. Boasting fine impact and drive, it retains its grip even as it thumps out rock and dance tracks. Ask it to play quiet — J
acoustic music and its smooth, liquid presentation impresses still further. The Classik offers the performance you'd expect from high quallty separates in one lovely package
- this is a very superior product.” ESEEE % % % % % Awards 2001

Please Note: Some products may not be lable at all outlets. A valid untif at least
12th February 2003, EROE. *From our selection available in-store - Not in conjunction with any other offer
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outlets nationwide

Aberdeen 491 Union Street 01224 587070

Bedford 29-31 St Peiers Streel 01234 272779

Birmingham Arch 12. Livery Streel 0121 233 2977

Brighton 57 Western Road. Hove 01273 733338

Bristol 92b White Ladies Road, Clifton 0117 974 3727
Cambridge 17 Burleigh Streel 01223 304770

Cardiff 104-106 Albany Road 029 2047 2899

Cheltenham 14 Pilville Streel 01242 241171

Crawley 32 The Boulevard 01293 510777

Edinburgh 5 The Grassmarket 0131 229 7267

Exeter 28 Cowick Sireet 01392 218895

Glasgow 88 Great Western Road 0141 332 9655

Guildford 73b Norih Street 01483 536666

Hull 1 Savile Row. Savile Streel 01482 587171

Ipswich 12-14 Dogs Head Streei 01473 286977

MOVED Leeds 62 North Street 0113 245 2775 Open Sunday
Leicester 10 Loseby Lane 0116 253 6567

Lincoln 20-22 Corporation Sireet 01522 527397

Liverpool 16 Lord Street 0151 707 8417

Maidstone 96 Week Sireet 01622 686366 Open Sunday
Manchester 69 High Street, City Centre 0161 831 7969
Neweastle 19 Newgate Streot 0191 221 2320

Norwich 29-29a St Giles Street 01603 767605

Nottingham 597-599 Mansfield Road 0115 911 2121

Oxford 41 St Clements Street 01865 241773

Peterborough 36-38 Park Road 01733 897697 Open Sunday
Plymouth 107 Cornwall Street 01752 226011

NEW Poole Latimer House. 44-46 High Street 01202 671677
Preston 40-41 Lune Street 01772 825777 Open Sunday
Reading 3-4 Kings Walk Shopping Cenire 0118 959 7768
Sevenoaks 109-113 London Road 01732 459555

Sheffield 635 Queens Road. Heeley 0114 255 5861 Open Sunday
NEW Solihull 149-151 Siratford Road 0121 733 3727
Southampton 33 London Road 023 8033 7770

Swansea 24 Mansel Street 01792 465777 Open Sunday
NEW Swindon 8-9 Commercial Road 01793 610992
Tunbridge Wells 28-30 St Johns Road 01892 531543

Witham (Essex) 1 The Grove Cenire 01376 501733

NEW Wolverhampton Burdett House, 29-30 Cleveland St. 01902 312225

Bromley 39a East Street 020 8290 1988

Chelsea 403 Kings Road 020 7352 9466

Croydon 369-373 London Road 020 8665 1203 Open Sunday

Epsom 12 Upper High Streel 01372 720720 Open Sunday

Holborn 144-148 Grays Inin Road 020 7837 7540

Kingston 43 Fife Road 020 8547 0717 Open Sunday

Southgate 79-81 Chase Side 020 8886 2777 Open Sunday

Swiss Cottage 21 Northways Parade. Finchley Rd 020 7722 9777 Open Sunday
Watford 478 St Albans Road 01923 213533 Open Sunday

Please call to verify hours of business.
Contact our outlets via E-Mail outlet@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk

who are sevenoaks”

Poole . Sollhull
Wolverhampton 01902 312225 Als

+ Swindon 01 d
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and would ke a car v
5 0n 01 ’3" 466214 for more informe
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the audio/visual industry, ¢ all Janys Ness
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stock clearance

0% finance option’
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MAXIMUM

As the world moves headlong to DVD, Quad believe there's life left in the Compact
Disc. Simon Pope reviews their new 99 CD-P CD player.

he CD player is nearing
extinction out on the
high street: DVD players
are taking over. But
whilst the budget end
of high fidelity accepts
DVD into its bosom, things are a lit-
tle different higher up, where people
with a few bob to rub together still
want and need a good quality CD
player to get the best from their
music collection, something DVD is
notoriously poor at doing. Sure,
there are numerous high end, great
performing DVD-A and SACD play-
ers but there's still a market for well-

HI-Ft WORLO & COMPUTER AUOIO MARCH 2003

built CD players, despite industry
infatuation with DVD.There are plen-
ty of players around able to get the
best from CD and many believe
there is more yet to achieve.

This is certainly the opinion of
hi-fi stalwarts Quad, as they launch
their latest CD player in the compact
form of the 99 CD-P. The chances of
success for yet another £1,000 CD
player would perhaps seem a little
scarce.When it comes to both build
and sound quality, competition is
stronger than the whiff from a
French cheese stall. Unwanted
bedfellows in this market are

W e Couk

Meridian, Arcam and Exposure, all
with superb players.

ldeally, Quad should offer all or
most of what these players have but
some addition to win over buyers.
This is exactly what Quad have
achieved with the 99 CD-P.

Whilst the CD-P directly
replaces the cheaper 99 Series player
it also offers a whole load more. OK,
so the aluminium case is the same,
but that’s all. One big difference is
that the CD-P has an on-board
power supply. This wasn't the case
with the old 99 player, which could
only be connected to the 99 system



and used the Quad-link connection
for output. Quad were never going
to sell shedloads of these with that
kind of compatibility

The other main differences are
obvious by a peek at the back panel.
Firstly, | found two sets of stereo
outputs. One of these is fixed whilst
the other is variable, meaning that a
preamp is not strictly necessary,
since a straight connection into a
power amp is possible, making for a
tidy system with a great sound.

What if you use other digital
sources and wish to switch between
them without the need for getting off
the sofa and mucking around with
interconnects? It's plain sailing. Quad
have integrated a number of digital
inputs into the player. A total of six
possible digital sources can be
accommodated: three coaxial and
three Toslink optical inputs.

Now you may be wondering just
how many digital souices you need.
This brings into focus yet another
handy feature of the CD-P. It features
a new 24/192 Crystal DAC (the old
99 player was 18-bit) with two times
upsampling. So connect up a digital
recorder, DAB tuner or anything
with a digital output (such as a Sky
Digibox) and, hey presto, you have

vastly improved sound for the cost

of a single interconnect.

Add to this the fact that the CD-
P uses the top spec. three-laser
transport from Philips (as used in
much more expensive players) and
you really do have one of the most
unassuming looking bits of gear on
the market containing the most
useful features.

The highly ingenious design is
similar in theory to the likes of
Musical Fidelity's CD24 CD player
and preamplifier, although the CD-P
isn't designed to offer a full preamp
service, but rather offers the digital
inputs and variable gain output as a
useful bonus.

The appearance of this player
may not be to everyone's taste but
it's inoffensive, usefully small and very
well built. It also comes with a
comprehensive remote which
includes functions such as volume
control and source switching.

So, the CD-P offers plenty of
goodies and extras for your money,
but how does it compare when it
comes to sound quality?

For my listening | used primarily
an all-Quad system using the
company's crackingly secure-
sounding and powerful (and yet again

Tt S A e U AT L i e 3 B T e R T

unassuming) 140 watts per channel
909 power amp and a pair of ESL-
988 electrostatics with the option of
REL Quake for low bass duties.The
power amplifier was swapped around
for offerings from Exposure and
Cyrus and also a pair of 300B single-
ended triode monoblocks. The 988s
shared duties with their stable mates,
the | 1L standmounts.

As well as being a superbly useful
bit of kit, the CD-P also sounds the
business and is up there with the
best in the bracket. Like Meridian's
players, the CD-P sound concen-
trates on overall smoothness
married with detail, as opposed to
mere speed and attack. But it's also
big — far bigger than you'd somehow
imagine — stretching the sound stage
throughout the room in terms of
both width and depth.

Massive Attack's 'Mezzanine' was
first in the drawer and the opening
bass pulse of 'Angel’ immediately
grabbed my attention. At the track's
guitar-driven climaxes | noticed that
although played at fairly high levels,
the CD-P still had a good grip over
the music and not once did it err on
the harsh side. It was smooth and
enjoyable, yet big and bold: very
impressive. Superb detail was

www hi-fiwerld.co.uk
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A3.2 SERIES | INTEGRATED AMP, PREAMP, POWER AMP, TUNER, CD pLAYER AND DAC. MUSICAL FIDELITY

A3.2 SERIES.
MACHINED, MIL-SPEC ALUMINIUM FRONT PANEL.
PLATINUM PLATED FITTINGS. REMOTE CONTROLLED. PHONO STAGE.
POWERFUL, ROBUST, BUILT.

FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST RING 020 8900 2866. www.musical-fidelity.co.uk



revealed in the track ‘Inertia Creeps’,
where the closely mic'd drums
delivered an exact and frighteningly
lifelike sound that leaped out from
the electrostatics with lightning
speed.

So once the old Quad tag — that
their products only sound good with
classical — was proved wrong yet
again | moved onto some classical
music. Two vastly differing discs of
Mahler's Eighth Symphony, Fauré's
string quartet and a compilation of
twentieth century organ music
showed that the CD-P was nigh
impossible to trip up. Bass in
Messiaen's awesome organ pieces
was full and earth-shakingly deep, the
strings in the Fauré were sweet and
detailed and the impossibly
overwhelming final five minutes of
Mahler's Eighth Symphony remained
together - which is more than | did
as | leapt around the room ecstat-
ically wielding my knitting needle

IMEASIIREI) PERFORMANCE

As you'd expect from Quad, this
player’s frequency response has a
gentle slope down toward high
frequencies, ensuring there’s none of
the glassiness or bright edge that

comes with either a ruler flac
| response or high frequency lift. All
,’ the same, the upper response limit
| measured 20.75kHz (- | dB), which is
as as far as CD goes, giving the new
99 CD-P a figure comparable with
most other players.A response like
this will provide a smooth sound
that’s a lictle less challenging than
many Far East products.

Distortion was well suppressed
at all signal levels. With CD, digital
convertor non-linearities start to

show up at —60dB or so, as fewer

bits are available to describe the

signal and precision becomes critical.

i The Quad was as linear as possible,
within |6bit precision, throughout
the range, producing no discernible
harmonics at -30dB and small

| amounts of quantisation noise at

| ~60dB that gave a low 0.3%

baton.

The CD-P has the knack of not
only sounding full and warm but also
being able to capture intricacies and
nuances that other players can't
muster. Miles Davis' 'Kind Of Blue'
demonstrated that the Quad can
pick up on subtleties such as brush
strokes on a drum skin and the flow
of breath down a trumpet. However,
this kind of detail is never there in a
kind of sterile or demonstrative way.
It's simply part of the music. The
Quad picks up on the atmosphere
and communicative effects of a
recording as well as just the notes
and rhythms.

This player is an absolute gem
and | could telt that a lot of work
and thought has gone into its design.
It's a superb music maker (as
opposed to a mere player). Whilst it
may not have the ultimate sheen and
luxurious sound of Meridian's £1,200
507 it comes within a hair's breadth

distortion figure. Down at -90dB a
dithered signal came in at just 2.6%
distortion, a very low value.

With healthy output at 2.3V, low
noise and very wide EIA] dynamic
range (| 11dB) the new Quad CD
measures well in all areas. It should
sound clean and smooth. NK

level

of it. The sound is incredibly easy
going yet suited to all types of music
and recordings. It offers a good deal
of detail, enough to make it truly high
end quality.

As far as faults are concerned,
it's very hard indeed to find any . If |
were being over critical, then perhaps
someone used to the attack and bite
of a player such as the Naim CD5
may want a bit more from the CD-P.
Overall, though, it's a hugely likeable
product which as well as offering
some of the best sounds under a
grand also offers a veritable treasure
trove of facilities. Highly
recommended.

Quad 99 CD-P £999
Quad Electroacoustics

Tel: +44 (0)1480 447700
www.quad-hifi.co.uk

Frequency response

(dB)
Frequency response .
5Hz-20.75kHz 0
left right s
Distortion
-6dB 0.004 0.004
-30dB 0.005 0.005 62 frequency (Hz) 25k
-60dB 0.32 0.34
90 3 246 003 Distortion
thd
Separation left right %)
IkHz -6 117 002
20kHz 91 -92
Noise -112dB

-111dB
2.3V

Dynamic range
Output

21k

0 1k

frequency (Hz)

wepryi hi-fiworid eo.uk
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A great buy, the unassuming CD-P is a
fine sounding player with an amazingly
wide range of features.
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BEAUTIFUL
STRANGER

Simon Pope stands agog at the stunning looking Shanling CDT-100 CD player. But
will it sound as good as it looks, he asks?

his exquisite bit of hi-fi

esoterica comes from

the People’s Republic of

China. Over here it

costs £1,650.I've seen

stuff of this build quality
on retailers’ shelves for no less than
£5,000. That's what ball park you're in
here, build wise. Quad has proved it
can be done with their latest ranges
of quality products, the latest of
which shares the pages of this very
issue. Shanling puts it beyond reason-
able doubt.And the two have more
in common than you'd think, as both
hail from factories in the Shenzhen
area of China — just inland from
Hong Kong.

As soon as you open the box
you get extras by the dozen: a free
sampler HDCD, an audiophile
standard power lead — even a pair of
white gloves for budding snooker
refs! This gives you some indication
of what to expect in the machine
itself.

Firstly, you'll notice four
stunningly positioned valves. Two of
these 6N 3P triodes are for one of
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the two variable output stages of the
CDT-100 and the other two are
reserved for the headphone output,
the socket of which you'll find on the
right hand side. In front of the valves
is the stylish acrylic cover that
secures the disc onto the top loading
mechanism using a Philips CDM 1201
transport. When switched on, this
glows a magnificent, eerie blue, which
along with the illuminated valves
makes for the best CD player to use
with the lights off. . .ever!

Four basic control buttons are
featured atop the chassis along with
three transformers and a choke filter
that make up the four lumps to the
rear of the player. Inside the sleek yet
solid case are two Burr Brown PCM
1704 DACs per channel, a Pacific
Microsonics chip for HDCD replay
and top spec Crystal semicon-
ductors. These are devices found in
much more expensive machines.
Getting the picture?

At the rear there are two sets of
stereo outputs — one ‘direct’ solid
state and the other a valve output. A
preamp section, shouid you wish to

wiwwstisfiworid el

keep it minimal, can therefore be
bypassed. There’s also a single digital
phono output.

The well built remote
(reminiscent of that supplied with the
top Marantz models) controls all of
the functions, including the gain.The
24/96 upsampling is controlled by the
remote and when an HDCD disc is
played the blue upsampling light
switches over to the HDCD
recognition LED. Putting a disc on the
player is a very manual deal; you have
to physically lift up the acrylic *platter’
and plop the disc down on the hub.

Initially | played around with the
various outputs and filters and the
best sound (of a very good bunch,
incidentally) came with the valve
output and the upsampling filter
switched on. Sensing that the player
could be something special | pulled
out all the stops and went straight
for the HFW ‘simple but effective’
reference system which consists of
direct connection from the variabie
output straight into our World Audio
Design 300B parallel single-ended
monoblocks (stuffed full of



interesting components to boot) and
a pair of Quad ESL-988 electro-
statics.

The CDT-100 proved worthy of
such rich partnering. Immediately |
was hit with a fast yet supremely
smooth and big sound that’s rare
with similarly priced players (with
perhaps the exception of Quad and
Meridian). Wally Brill's mesmerising
mix of Jewish canting and break
beats, The Covenant (distributed in
the UK from Discovery Records — go
buy it now!) had amazing purity in
the modal vocal lines and an overall
richness that took it well into high
end territory. Bass was very firm and
tight, midrange well detailed and the
treble as smooth as a newly bathed
baby’s botty. Comparing to one of
our reference Sony SACD players
(the similarly priced 555ES) made the
Japanese sound like a dentist drill —
and it's a very good player indeed.
This also means that the valve output
stage of the Shanling is very warm
and smooth — but that’s surely no
bad thing with CD?

Stick on a high quality audiophile
disc such as the Reference
Recordings version of Mahler’s das
Lied von der Erde conducted by Eije
Oue and you'll get a heady mix of

' MEASURED PERFORMANCE

The Shanling CD T100 has a slow
roll off in its frequency response and
some filter ringing at high
frequencies our analysis shows. It
will likely sound a little warm as a
result. Upsampling smooths things
out a little though.

Distortion levels were high by
modern standards. At -30dB, a
typical average music level on CD, a
figure of 0.12% distortion was
produced, around six times higher
than usual. At —60dB the picture
was the same, with 0.9%, against a
modern norm. of 0.3%. However,
the player did resolve a —90dB signal
correctly. The sound of this player is
likely to be a little sharpened or
hardened by the extended distortion
pattern it produces, and it may lack
the smoothness of more modern
players. Upsampling did not affect
distortion behaviour, nor did the
valve stage.

Output measured a healthy
2.27V, with a lictle less from the
valve, probably because it is a

smoothness and fine detail. Whilst
not as deep and three dimensional as
some (very) high-end players the
CDT-100 has a natural and large
sound stage that also has fine space
and transparency.Violins, even in the
dubious Mahlerian high registers,
were sweet and sinuous and the
exposed woodwind passages were
gloriously transparent.

The key to this player’s sonic
ability through the valve stage is that
it still manages to retain resolution,
detail and rhythmic speed whilst
possessing supreme smoothness. Like
a good valve amp it has lots of
natural timbre with instruments —
there's none of the grey transparency
you'll find with other CD players. As
an added bonus the player’s valve
headphone stage is also hugely
impressive, with an open and
spacious sound. It will have you
ignoring the missus for many an hour.

This is a cracking product. It
sounds wonderful and gets towards
the big, analogue sound of the superb
but expensive Wadia players. OK, so
it's a lictle warm, but it’s still well
detailed and the direct output has a
little more kick and edge to the
sound for those who crave those
traits.

Then factor in that this player is
simply stunning looking and superbly
put together and you have one very
tempting package indeed - it should
be very near the top of anyone’s
audition list for any type of digital
player at the price.

The CDT-100 is simply one the
best sounding, superbly built and
certainly the most stunning looking
CD players on the market.
Competitors watch out — this is a
serious warning shot from the East!

Shanling CDT-100 £1650.00
Real Hi-Fi

Tel: 0870 909 6777
www.real-hifi.com

cathode follower line driver with a
gain less than one. Channel
separation was acceptable at —80dB
and noise was satisfactorily low at
—97dB, all reasonable figures; the
valve stage inserted just a little
measured hum, but at an inaudible
level.

Dynamic range was limited to
105dB by the —60dB distortion
result.

The Shanling measures normally,
except for high distortion, which is a
pity. NK

Frequency response

5Hz-21.25kHz
Distortion

left right
-6dB 0.003 0.003
-30dB 0.12 0.13
-60dB 0.9 09
-90 8 9
Separation left right
IkHz -80 -83
20kHz -82 82

WwWhEfiworldeeuk

Noise -97dB
Dynamic range 105dB
Output 2.3V

level
(dB)

62 frequency (Hz) 25k

Distortion

21k

0 1k

frequency (Hz)
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World Verdict £ @@ ®@®

A high end sound and look for sensible
money. The Chinese-made Shanling is
well put together and an all-round
class act.
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The latest piece of gorgeously styled hi-fi esoterica from Chord Electronics hits the
retailers’ shelves. Alan Sircom listens to the CPM2600 ‘entry level’ integrated

amplifier.

ere’s a quick tip how

to make one of the

finest integrated

amplifiers money can

buy. Make an

extremely well
respected range of pre and power
amplifiers, take two of these and
plonk them in the same box. Sounds
too easy! Well, you need to have the
world-class pre and power amps to
begin with...

Chord Electronics’ ‘entry level’
integrated amplifier takes the already
well loved CPA600 line level
preamplifier and adds a SPM600
power amp all in the same case.
Aside from sharing the same power
supply and obviating the need for a
set of interconnects between the pre
and power amplifiers, there's only a
few differences between the separate
components and this one-box
wonder.

The CPM2600 has six line inputs
(four single-ended phono inputs, two
XLR balanced inputs each with
corresponding asymmetrically wired
phono inputs for good measure) ali
with adjustable input gain, to prevent
one source sounding significantly
louder than its counterparts. It also
has two sets of phono outputs for
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tape loops, and a pair of phono
sockets for main outputs to an
external power amplifier should they
be needed.Two pairs of beefy WBT
speaker terminals complete the back
panel line up. It delivers a healthy
120watts into an 8ohm load, which is
claimed to rise to |70watts into
4ohms. Add to that excellent
distortion and channel separation
claims and the suggestion of a better
than -103dB signal-to-noise ratio and
the CPM2600 has a spec sheet of
doom! All this is fitted into a
compact case thanks to Chord’s
switch mode power supply. The case
does have rear mounted heatsinks
and side bars that increase the bulk
of the amplifier but the main chassis
is the size of a record sleeve and is
only 100mm or so high if you
remove the feet.

Chord has designed most of its
range to feature a couple of different
options when it comes to legs and
end cheeks. This model sports the
very natty Integra legs, two Red Bull
sized cylinders on either side of the
main amplifier with three little sub
feet on the undersized and matching
indents on the top.This means if you
plan on stacking this underneath a
Chord DAC, the two sit snugly

wwwhifiword.canl

together. This adds a further £540 to
the basic £3,500 asking price, but
also seems to make the amplifier
more solidly built than ever.

And that is saying something!
This amplifier is built to survive
anything the average audiophile will
throw at it, unless the average
audiophile has taken up listening
while falling down stairs. The casing
and what lies beneath are hewn from
dense stuff indeed; nothing flexes,
nothing gives and it feels like you
could jump up and down on it and
the only thing that would suffer is
shoe leather.Add to that, the
CPM2600's short, squat looks and a
remote control that looks like an
alloy ingot with buttons and the
whole look takes on the sort of
purposeful composure of a Bull
Terrier.

Somewhere down the line,
audiophiles and studio folk diverged;
the audiophile thinks the studio
engineer is a Neanderthal who takes
pleasure in setting faders to kill, while
the engineer thinks of the average hi-
fi buff as an obsessive with a
pointless rich-mans hobby. It's
products like Chord (and PMC) that
show we are both really aiming at
the same goal; reproducing the best



CHORD?
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possible recorded music, whether in
the home or in the studio. In both
cases, what is patently needed is
headroom; the Chord has so much
musical headroom that nothing
phases it at all. Play Nusrat Fateh Ali
Khan at whisper levels and follow it
up with Mahler’s Eighth at such a lick
that wisps of smoke appear from the
ports of your speakers and the
Chord just replays what comes out
of the CD player’s phonos as
accurately as possible.

Despite its bruiser appeal, this is
a remarkably subtle performer when
the music dictates. Of course, it also
has the power and ability to cope
with grand scale music and the
energy to play nice subtle stuff like
The Datsuns’ ‘MF From Hell’ at the
sort of levels such a pleasant track
deserves.

There is nothing jaw-dropping
about the Chord CPM2600's
performance. It doesn't make an
immediate impression; instead, you
gradually come to realise that the
amplifier is just that bit more honest
than almost any other you have
heard, in whatever aspect you notice
it.

For me, its imagery was first to
creep into my psyche, with a sound
just a bit more holographic and three

|

| B —

dimensional than | have heard,
regardless of what speakers were
used. Then the speaker seemed to be
a bit more smoothed out — if it had
an artificial boost in the frequency
response, that would still be there,
but it seemed to be less important
than before.

After this the amplifier's detail
started to strike home; it's only
slightly more detailed than almost
everything you've heard.

Last - and in a rush - came its
improved transparency, vocal articu-
lation, dynamics and the rest.

Interestingly, | had a brief chance
to experience the Chord next to the
Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista integrated.
Both have similar price tags and
similar on-paper performance, but
behave very differently to one
another. Although they have lots of
common sound cues, it seems as if
the MF is ruled by the heart and the
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Chord by the head. Music is a more
cerebral experience through the
Chord and has less of the
impassioned tonality of the MF, but of
the two, the Chord is the one that
probably gets closer to what the
sound was like in the studio.

For your money you get an
amplifier that is as solid as military
hardware (at a pinch, you could dig
trenches with the remote), sounds
remarkable and is about as trouble-
free as you are ever going to get in
hi-fi. It's the pre/power combinations
at this price that seem like poor
value once you've tried the Chord
CPM2600.

Chord Electronics CPM2600 £3,500
(Integra barrels £540)

Chord Electronics
Tel: +44 01622 721444
www.chordelectronics.co.uk

| MEASURED PERFORMANCE
I

The Chord looks purposeful and it
delivers plenty of power to back this
up, producing |28watts into 8ohms.
This figure increases substantially to
196watts into 4ohms and since most
loudspeakers now are close to this
[ value it's what's most users would
|get in practice. This is plenty enough
to drive modern ioudspéakers to
high volume in all except the largest
rooms.

Under all circumstances the
| distortion pattern of this amplifier
was dominated by odd order
harmonics, comprising mainly third
and fifth. Levels hovered around

0.05% at low powers, some slight
increase occurring as current draw
rose into low loads. Near to full
output at |0kHz distortion rose to
around 0.1% into a 4ohm load. The
Chord has a steady distortion
pattern, which is good in the sense
it did not modulate much with level
and load, but may well impart a
sheen to the sound.

The SPM 2600 is powerful, and
likely to have a bright sheen to its
sound. NK

Power 128watts

level

0.05

CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 4Hz-66kHz
Separation 80dB
Noise -93dB
Distortion 0.06%
dc offset ImV

Distortion

(%)

frequency (Hz) 60k
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World Verdict @@ @@

An integrated amplifier to savour, with
the most honest sound around. Not
cheap, but impeccably crafted.
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SMALL
BLESSINGS

Noel Keywood listens to the latest high quality miniature ‘speaker to hit the retailers,

the Spendor S3.

here’s always a place for

a high quality miniature

and traditionally

Spendor have had a

product to occupy this

niche. Since 1986 their
version of the small BBC monitor,
LS-3/5a has sold well around the
world, gathering a good reputation.
The $3, available for around £600, is
its spiritual successor, designed to
appeal to anyone in the market for
high fidelity, but without the intru-
sion.A design like this answers the
common plea: why do loudspeakers
have to be so large! Or that's the
idea. Whether any small ‘speaker real-
ly can do what a big one does is very
doubtful, but that’s not to say a high
quality miniature can be anything
other than very impressive, especially
when it comes to imaging - as
Mission’s m70 and 780 demonstrate
so well.

A lot has changed in loudspeaker
design since Spendor first set out,
although the improvements are not
visible. Computer aided cabinet and
crossover design has removed much
of the theory and prototype donkey
work necessary to design and build a
loudspeaker. It has improved
consistency and raised overall
standards. As a result, today’s small
loudspeakers are difficult to better,
but | notice the beginnings of a trend
back to infinite baffle (i.e. sealed
cabinet) loading of drive units in an
attempt to improve bass quality —
and Spendor have surprisingly used it
in the lictle S3.

Spendor have gone down the 1B
path with the $3, producing a
miniature with really compact
dimensions of 165mm wide, | 90mm
deep and 305mm high and, of course
- no reflex port.You might think this
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clean and solid sounding Roksan in

means the S3 can be pushed up hard
against a wall as a result — and it can.
There’s no port to start chuffing
away against the wall, but as the
company point out in their
instructions, all loudspeakers sound
cleaner and clearer away from a wall.
With a weight of 4.7kg these
speakers won't strain a shelf, that’s
for sure - and that is where many
may well end up | suspect, for there’s
not much point in buying a small
loudspeaker then putting it on a
stand out in the room.

Our measurements show
Spendor have a done a good job in
getting this tiny speaker to work
right down to 40Hz, the lower limit
of most instruments, except a few
like big acoustic double bass and
organ.This is impressive for such a
small box — especially a sealed one.

For this revue | substituted the
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this month’s group test for my usual
Cyrus 7 with PSX, just to ensure |
had enough power on tap. My 300B
push-pull was also hooked up and
sounded balanced and sweet, but like
so many insensitive miniatures the S3
really needs more than the 28watts
of this amp to make it really sound
fast, tight and clean.

For bass quality and depth |
turned to the Angelique Kidjo's
Houngbati, with its striding bass line.
Emphasised in the mix, the bass line
in this track usually dominates and
can even sound a bit overpowering.
The S3s certainly gave a clean and
tightly controlled take on the
performance, but it was restrained in
terms of sheer power.Tight and
resonant, like a taut drum skin, the
S$3s do very well for their size but
they are restrained. With a clean



DVD-A track like The Corrs
‘Breathless’ there was a better sense
of clarity and precision that comes
from 24/96; the S3s conveyed these
properties well. Again, the strong
bass line that kicks in was dry, well
wrought but low on real power. With
a track like this the S3s come over as
basically detailed and analytical, with
plenty of activity from the tweeter
up in the higher registers. Dynamic
contrasts ware muted and this
tended to make the S3s sound a bit
flat, no matter how | goaded them by
turning up the volume.

Low colouration made vocals
sound clean and natural enough, if a
litdle light and shallow in their
portrayal. Things She Said from Toy
Matinee’s DVD-A had harmonies well
spread between the speakers and
Kevin Gilbert's lead vocals cleanly
wrought, but the overall picture
lacked weight and ease of delivery;
the S3s lack fluidity and can sound
strained if pushed.

Small loudspeakers image well
and here the Spendors were as good
as most, if not a match for Missions
and Mordaunt Shorts, whose
contoured fascias provide a sense of
cohesion, by suppressing surface
wave effects, that few currently
match. All the same, the small
Spendors were very good in this
area, giving a wide spread of sound
with plenty of detail and insight into
events.

Violins were brightly lit and

vividly portrayed across a
range of recordings, from CD
to DVD-A.The tweeter's
contribution is pronounced
and highly specific right
across its operating range,
and with classical works it
gave violin some prominence.
A clean midband and tight
bottom-end brought
credibility to Ashkenazy's
piano in his playing of
Rachmaninov’s Piano
Concerto No4, although
there wasn't the fulsome
bass weight that larger
speakers reveal but then,
that's a drawback of a
miniature. With classical
music in general | found the
S3s came over as truthful
and revealing.

In today’s competitive
and well stocked loudspeaker
marketplace there are plenty of
superb designs, especially at the
lower end of the scale where
demand is greatest. KEF have their
excellent coaxial Uni-Qs, Wharfedale
and Quad are busy and effective,
Mordaunt-Short currently have their
lovely 912s and Mission have always
set the agenda for everyone else.The
market today isn’t what it was a
decade or more ago and within it the
S3 doesn't, in my view, possess any
convincing advantages. It is well
engineered and thoroughly
competent, and it does possess

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

Our response analysis of the
Spendor S3 reveals an unusually
smooth characteristic, right up to

1 6kHz. This suggests very low
colouration and low overhang too
(i.e. time domain smear).All of which
suggests the S3 will sound very
clean, as well as accurate of course.
It will also sound quite bright but
very detailed, due to extended
treble and complete absence of a
crossover suckout.

Low frequency output extends
down to 40Hz and rolls off below
this. Like all IBs the S3 cuts off clean
and fast at low frequencies, it will
display cleaner, better damped bass
than a reflex, although without some
of the sense of depth.

The S3 has an easy impedance

greater accuracy and less colouration

spendor

than a lot of similarly sized rivals, but
it also has a rather hard tonality that
isn’t exactly beguiling. It's an
interesting, well made and accurate
miniature, but whether it can really
justify such a price tag in the face of
today’s effective competition |
somehow doubt.

Spendor S3 £600
Spendor Ltd.

Tel: 01323 843474

www.spendor.co.uk

curve, mostly unreactive
and with a high overall

value of 9ohms. Javel

Unfortunately, the (d8)
downside of both this,and ¢
smallness, is a really low
sensitivity of 8/dB.The S3
needs lots of volts to go
loud and is likely to be

limited in how loud it can

0
5

Frequency response

12 40 100 1k 3k 20k
go as well. It is for small frequency (Hz)
rooms, but big amplifiers of around .
100W. |
Impedance Well built and tight sounding but the

The Spendor S3 is a
high quality miniature,
best for those who want 16
a fast, accurate sound in
a small room. NK 4

frequency (Hz) 10

competition is very tough and the
Spendor’s can't quite deliver like the
top flight models.

50 100 1K 10k
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etter of the mantb

OLD SCHOOL REQUIRES
NEW STAFF
Having sold all my hi-fi to afford chil-
dren (I know it's a poor swap!) several

| years ago | found myself longing for my
old Garrard 401, Decca Gold, Croft Pre
and Radford STA 25 valve amplifica-
tionlvinyl set-up. Then | saw an interest-
ing amplifier on eBay for sale called an

‘ AMC CVT3030. Not knowing much

| about it, an internet search flagged up

‘ your website and review of said
valve/mosfet hybrid amplifier! To cut a

| long story short it was ideal. It looked
like my stand-in NAD 3020i, the kids
couldn't burn themselves on the valves

and the cooling fans meant that it
would go in the hi-fi support stand -
plus it almost sounded like a valve
amp.

‘ I have the following system built
around the amp:AR EBI 0] turntable
(recent eBay acquisition) with ARCAM
C77 cartridge (new stylus bought in '93

| and never used), Marantz CD52 i,
Denon TU215-RD RDS tuner and

| Technics RDS-AZ6 three-head cassette
deck.

' The CVT fires up a pair of QED
silver anniversary bi-wired Tannoy 603
bookshelf speakers. The question is
what next? | have a Nagaoka MP1 |
with new stylus | sourced from your
trade pages. Is this better than the C77
or should | dump both and get a better
MM cartridge? Or perhaps | should go
the whole hog and get a headamp
Iphono stage so that | can use an MC
cartridge with the CVT3030?

Finally, we are extending the
listening room from 12ft square to 12ft
x 16ft and | wondered whether larger
'speakers will be warranted.As you have
gathered I'm into second-hand and was
considering the bigger boxes from
Tannoy such as the 609 or 61 1. Your
advice will be most welcome,

Paul Bates
Wakefield
West Yorkshire

Well, you've got yourself a pretty
well balanced system, despite the
rather ‘roundabout’ way you've done
it! The AMC CVT3030 is an interest-
ing product for sure, and is probably

as close as you'll get to a ‘valve ver-
sion’ of your old NAD3020. It’s a
good mid-price amp with plenty of
power (all cthings considered) and a
nice, airy, sweet sound. Allied to your
AR EBIOI turntable, which is a very
respectable budget design and your
Tannoy 603 speakers, of which

the same thing can also be said,

it should be making great music.

The question of cartridges
is a tricky one.The A&R C77 is
a feisty, bouncy performer with
a nice rich low end that you
simply don't get from the likes
of Audio Technica’s otherwise
excellent AT | [ OE rival. The
Nagaoka MPI1 was a 1980s
rival to the Arcam, offering a lit-
tle more finesse and treble
detailing at the expense of the
aforementioned C77’s grunt. All
in all, much of a muchness, then.

Frankly, I'd invest in a new
cartridge. Pickups have come an
awful long way since 1978 when
the A&R was introduced (or
1981 when the Nagaoka was
born), and any upgrade would
breathe fresh air through the
whole system. Sadly though
you're not going to get a sec-
ondhand bargain in this instance
— I'd urge you to think very
strongly before you buy used
cartridges from eBay or any-
where else.To wit, look around
for the cheapest Goldring
G1042 you can find - if you're
lucky you should be able to get
one for £90.This would add
tremendous grip, slam and focus
to your records, as well as pro-
ducing a high, phono preamplifi-
er-friendly, output for maximum
dynamic performance.

This done, I'd suggest a
speaker upgrade to Mission
752s.These mid-nineties designs
can be found in the classifieds
occasionally for around £250
and are a dreamboat for a valve
amplifier such as yours.With super
light High Definition Aerogel drive
units, they're both very efficient and
very easy to drive — meaning your
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AMC will be able to sing at last!
They're also floorstanders, so you'll
get another octave or two of bass.
Finally, a turntable upgrade to a sec-
ondhand Linn Axis/Akito or Michell
Mycro/OL RB250 will give you a
front-end to match — good luck! DP

The Mission 752s are a great
value, valve friendly second-
hand buy



PASSIVE POSITIVE

Being a big fan of Hi-Fi World, | wanted
to seek some expert advice from you. |
have a hi-fi question on which | would
greatly appreciate your advice. | am
looking to purchase a powerful high-end
amplifier, but unfortunately cannot justi-
fy buying both pre & power. What |
intend to do is to purchase the power-
amp section and to run it from an
affordable pre-amp (passive or dctive).
The power-amp qudlity will be around
the Chord/KrelliLevinson level, and | pre-
sume | would probably get better value
purchasing second-hand. What would
your thoughts be about this plan?

Are there any pre-amps, passive or
otherwise, around £50-£200 mark,
which you would recommend to partner
Chord/Krell etc. amps? | really need
some names to start with, for initial
auditioning. Would going for the newer
SPM 600 justify itself over the old 400,
800 & 1000 models? My budget is
£2,000. | hope you can help.

Regards,
Louis Bevist Clementson

This is an interesting question Louis,
as it raises a host of possibilities.
Firstly, let’s stick with the first option
of getting a secondhand high-end
power amp and partnering it with an
affordable preamp.As for the preamp
the obvious option is Creek's excel-
lent OBH- 12 passive at £199.This
has two inputs that are selectable via
the supplied remote, plus a fine, clear
sound. Although it doesn't have the
smoothness and sophistication of a
£750+ preamp it will do the job very
nicely. | once used the OBH-12 for a
period with a pair of £4,000 Quad Il
Forty valve monoblocks and it
sounded fabulous!

The subject of the power amp is
a different matter. Firstly it seems
that you favour the clean, detailed
sound of Chord's products. Any of
the above Chord Electronics power
amps you mention will fufill the role
nicely. Personally, when used with a
passive I'd go for the more powerful
options. Obviously, with £2,000 to
spend you'll have to go to the sec-
ondhand market for Chord (the
older versions being more affordable
for you), as well as similar high-end
products such as those of Pass Labs,
Krell or Levinson.

Moving away from these rather
'obvious' high-end options though,
you'll find a couple of alternatives,
including some non-secondhand
products. Firstly, there's the likes of
Sugden, who do the Class A design in
a very 'British' way, giving an organic-

sounding alternative to the shimmer
and sheen of Pass Labs' and Krell's
more powerful Class A designs.The
superb Masterclass stereo power
amplifier could be picked up for
around £2,000 (should you find one)
in the secondhand adverts or a new
A21 will only set you back £1,000.
However, you'll need fairly high sensi-
tivity (89 dB-plus) 'speakers to make
them sing.

It would be daft to overlook the
relevant Musical Fidelity power
amplifiers available to you, too, such
as the whoppingly powerful and well
built 308.At £1,999 it's also bang on
budget for you and when you have
enough, you can match it with the
308 preamp at the same price.Also
test out the Unison Research Unico
DM which delivers a healthy
I150watts of power into 8ohms and
can be bridged into mono for a pair
to deliver a whopping 500watts per
channel. Being a valve hybrid design
you get the smooth yet detailed
traits of Class A designs and the amp
is only £1250, to boot.SP

Denon TU250 tuner and Castle Harlech
'speakers. They are all joined with VYDH
interconnects and QED Silver
Anniversary bi-wiring.

I, like a great many people nowa-
days, live in @ modern semi-detached
house with paper thin walls. Therefore
the only way | can turn up the volume is
to wait till my neighbours go out for the
day.

The Castle's just don't give their
best until the volume is neighbour
antagonistic! | have tried an old pair of
TDL RTL 3s with the same results
BUT..... after connecting up my parents
pair of KLH speakers (nice older design
with a large bass unit) | seem to get the
quadlity at a lower volume?

I have tried the "how do you fancy
swapping?" to my mother who will defi-
nitely not consent, so | need to find a
modern pair of speakers which will give
the same results (but keep the nice tre-
ble response that modern speakers
seem to have).

This is where you nice experts
come in! The only speakers | can find
after trawling through various hi-fi mags

The Creek OBH-12 passive pre-
amp can sound better than
more expensive, powered
counterparts

BIG DRIVER FOR LOW
LEVEL

| thought | would e-mail Hi-Fi World
with a query | have been struggling with
for some time. | have, over the years,
managed to build a system which | am
generally happy with, but | am of the
opinion that the design of modern hi-fi
‘speakers are missing the point.

My system at present consists of
the following components, a Systemdek
9 with Rega arm and Dynavector
10X4, Musical Fidelity X-ray CD,

Primare 30.1 Amp, Primare R20, MIF X-

cans2, Sennheiser 565 headphones,
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are the Spendor SP2/3s, but as | can't
find a dealer within reach who stocks
them, I can't hear them.

Do you know of any modern speak-
ers which have a nice 3-way system and
a large, efficient bass driver. | have read
how all the manufacturers changed
because it is not easy/cheap to con-
struct a cabinet to handle a large bass
driver but surely nowadays, with modern
materials, this could be overcome? |
would rather buy new than old equip-
ment (but could be tempted by a bar-
gain, as long as future repairs could be
assured?).

Thank you for any answers you
could give me with this.
regards
Andy Burtchaell
Bath
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90% of our customers prefer our "warm and
old-valve" sound to their expensive transistor
preamplifiers & power amplifiers. We have a signed

testimonial to prove that one customer prefers
£1,000 "EL34 Lim Signature" to £2,600 preamp /
power amp/power supply made by a famous name.
Do you need further proof that price is not a
substitute for the "valve sound" ? Money refunded
to 10% of customers who prefer transistor amplifiers.

Money back guarantee (less £30 return carriage,
within 1 month) that our valve amplifiers deliver clear
sweet treble, without harshness, from CD players

+ 100% fatigue free + Sibilance on female voices
is well controlled and greatly reduced. £1000 £7
‘His' sound like 'His’ and not 'Hissssssssk'
+ Singers accentuation and accents become blatantly obvious + Random background noise/crossover distortion

disappears, creating an inky black silence, so you can hear quiet notes, breathing noise, artificial reverberation, etc
+ more powerful bass slam than most transistor amplifiers and most Single Ended amplifiers + 40 watts (EL34)

Money back guarantee (less £30) that you prefer our £1,000 or £1,450 “KT88 Triode Connection”
valve amplifiers to most transistor amplifiers, most transistor / valve hybrid amplifiers, most
m o I"e Single Ended valve amplifiers, most Ultra Linear valve amplifiers selling for £2,000 to £20,000.

b “Proper” Triode Push Pull valve amplifiers should sound better, so they are
aSS excluded from our Money Back Guarantee. However, they cost £6,000 and upward.

Price is not a guarantee for sound quality. Some products are overpriced and pretentious.
Telephone 01634 268662 anytime or 01634 373410 for Mr Andrew Everard’s review in Gramophone Magazine and

Summary of 18 testimonials from satisfied customers + www.affordablevalvecompany.com + Amplifier shown without
CE safety cage, to prove that this is a genuine valve amplifier. Customers must not remove the CE safety cage.

Free delivery to U.K. Subsidised £50 UPS delivery to other countries. Proven reliability.
Return carriage for Money Back Guarantee is £30 for U.K. £100 for other countries. 2 years guarantee.

www.leema-acoustics.com

Distribution: Aspen Media Limited Tel: +44 (0)1442 255405 Fax: +44 (0)1442 399944
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This raises an interesting question,
and one that manufacturers should
acknowledge more than it appears
they do. | find that very few modern
loudspeakers can deliver a wide rang-
ing and detailed sound at low levels.
They appear designed not to work
well in such circumstances. This is
especially true at the lower and of
the market. Good low level ‘speakers
generally fall into one of two cate-
gories - high sensitivity or extremely
well detailed. The Quad electrostatic
is a fine example of a model that will
deliver the goods at low volumes
due to it's 'crossover-less’ design and
it's amazing detail. No 'speaker will
truly plumb the bass depths to
impressive standards at low levels, so
the somewhat bass light electrostatic,
which substitutes very low bass for a
heightened sense of realism through
detail, is a perfect example of the
‘quiet’ ‘speaker. However, if you want
a new pair (988s or 989s), they are
dear and the older 57s - and even
the 63s - can need an expensive
overhaul if bought on the cheap.

My suggestion would be to look
for a relatively high sensitivity floor-
stander or a well detailed and high
sensitivity standmount.
Standmounters that have good detail
and are easy to drive again aren't
cheap, but one outstanding example
is the Diapason Karis which is big
and warm yet can pick up on intrica-
cies in the kind of way that only real
high-end products can.The Karis
(used by us for demonstrating our
valve kits) is over £1,000 for the pair
but they look beautiful and are
inconspicuous - look out for a sec-
ondhand pair.

Along the same path, but at a
lower level, you could opt for the
Quad | IL.Again, this is a very pre-
cise sounding standmount that has
most of the detail, if not the warmth
of the Karis.

Big three-way floorstanders with
large bass units are a bit of a rarity
these days, especially at the afford-
able level. Good examples such as
the bigger KEF Reference range
models can run into second mort-
gage territory. Look at a good two-
way and there are a few options.
One example (although It's a very
large standmount!) is the AudioNote
E (once upon a time, Snell). This is a
very sensitive 92dB+,and it is a
warm sounding ‘speaker that whilst
perhaps not having intricate detail
has a big and all-encompassing sound
at low volume.The E is again over
£1,000 for the pair but secondhand

examples are around. As far as
Spendor goes, the models you men-
tion are - relative to this query -
quite hard to drive, so may not give
enough at lower volumes for your
liking. However, one example from
their range that would fit the bill is
the impressive S8, which although
expensive at over £1,600 is, again
very sensitive and detailed and also
uses a large, high quality bass drive

unit in its two-way design. SP

The Karis is a small loudspeak-
er but also ideal for low level
listening.

AN INJECTION INTHE
ARM?
I would be very grateful if the collective
wisdom of your excellent magazine
could be brought to bear on my tedious
hi- fi problem: in fact a response from
anyone would do! My system is as fol-
lows: Michell Syncro deck with Linn
Basic Plus arm and Linn K9 cartridge,
Sugden A2 la amp with phono board,
Sugden CD21 piayer, Precide MDM
cables and first generation Heybrook
HBI's on sand filled Atacama stands.
Musically my tastes encompass
jazz, funk, soul, classical and dance and
my preference is totally towards vinyl.
I'm going around in circles perplexed by
the following: despite the obvious quality
of most of the components the vinyl just
isn't "singing".The Sugden CD and amp
are excellent together, giving the impres-
sion that the 'speakers are not really up
to the task. | know they are fussy about
speaker matching because of the low
wattage. Do you think the speakers lack
sensitivity and control ? With Sugden's
background | was expecting something
truly sublime with vinyl - why am | not
there yet? Any thoughts?
My thoughts so far are:-
[1] their phono stage is not quite as
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sparkling as | would expect.

[2] The cartridge is not of sufficient
quality for the electronics.

[3] The arm needs upgrading or improv-
ing

[4] The deck needs hot rodding

Given your knowledge and experience, if
this was your system, what order would
you address things in? If you reckon on
the speakers as a good starting point,
would AVl Neutron llIs be better than
Epos M1 2s at around the same price?

Could | have stopped all this fretting by
buying a Trichord Dino phono stage
straight away, or am | better off waiting
and saving to get an EAR 834 ?

I'm so confused | don't know what
to touch first - please help! Budget is
around 1500 English pounds. | feel bet-
ter now I've got it all off my chest .
Yours,

Julian Barrett

You're right about [2], [3] and [4],
but | think [|] remains to be seen.
Your system is suffering from a
below par vinyl front end, as evinced
by the great results you're getting
with CD.And so you should — the
Sudgen A2la is a giant killing inte-
grated and true ‘budget esoterica’.
The Heybrook HBIs are also superb
— despite being ancient and com-
pletely overlooked, this classic Peter
Comeau design can still cut the mus-
tard and frankly, you'll have to spend
quite a lot to better them! The prob-
lem is your deck, which is good but
not brilliant, and your tonearm and
cartridge which are well below par. In
fact, | suspect it is these which are
really holding things back — as | have
heard the Syncro make nice enough
noises.

First, change your arm to an
Origin Live Silver 250 (£599), which
will give you one of the best ton-
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earms money can buy and the poten-
tial to upgrade al! your other vinyl
components to the heavens without
having to change the arm.Then get a
Dynavector DV10X4 (£199) high
output moving coil cartridge. This has
a very big, powerful, punchy sound
and will make the K9 sound thin and
anaemic. It will also drive your
Sugden’s phono stage with far
greater aplomb, giving it a half-decent
chance to shine.Actually, | suspect
that this is better than you think —
it's not brilliant, but shouldn't really
hold back the system too much;
Sugden know what they are doing.

If you find, as | suspect you will,
that your vinyl sound has greatly
improved, you may like to leave it at
that. At this stage your vinyl front
end should easily better the CD play-
er, but if not then it's time for more
drastic action. Sell your Syncro — you
should get £200 for it as Michell
decks have incredibly high residuals
secondhand — and buy a GyroDec
SE. In conjunction with your new
arm and cartridge, you'll be amazed
at how good vinyl can sound — and
indeed how good your A2la and
HBIs can sound too.

If you're still into upgrading your
phono stage then personally | would-
n't have an EAR 834P, which [ think
sounds leaden and plodding, and
would opt instead for the aforemen-
tioned Trichord Dino in its newly

updated guise. Other alternatives for
less money include the fine and
underrated Creek OBH-8SE and LFD
Mistral Phonostage. When this is
done, come back to us for speaker
advice in the unlikely event of you
ever wanting to upgrade again! DP

DIGITAL DILEMMATO
DEAL WITH

This may seem a bit convoluted, so
please bear with me. | have a bit of a
mish mash of a system and want to
'rebuild’ it over the next few years. Don't
get me wrong, | am not unhappy with
the sound, but | think | could be doing
better. It consists of a Naim Nait 3
amp, a Sony DVD 7700s which doubles
as the CD source, a Rega Planar 3
('95), Sumiko Blue Point cartridge,
Musical Fidelity XLP-S, Nordost Blue
Heaven interconnects and Flatline Gold
speaker cables, B&W CM| speakers
with Kudos $50 stands.

| listen to a wide variety of music,
but mainly 60/70s rock and
Classicallfazz, and though you may not
think it, my system currently sounds
relatively easy on the ear but still offers
a nice degree of immediacy without
sounding strident. What it does lack is a
spine tingling factor.

First things first. | want to upgrade
the turntable and am budgeting around
£600-£700. | have noticed that the
Rega plays faster than 331/3 rpm to
what equates to about a semi tone in

The Dynavector DV10X4 is one heck of a budget MC cartridge
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pitch shift. | wrote to Rega and they
suggested that | re-oil the bearing, but
this made no difference. | was
considering the options of replacing the
motor with either Rega's own upgrade
or Origin Live's Motor upgrade, however,
given the pitch problem, | am not sure
whether | should just get a new
turntable. | was considering the Origin
Live Kit, the Audio Note or a
secondhand Linn. If | keep the Rega and
opt for the motor, is Rega's upgrade a
better option than Origin Live's? Also,
will it be worth my while getting the
arm re-kitted by Origin as well?

Next on the agenda are the
speakers. | want to look at getting
floorstanders. | have listened to System
Audio SA1270s with which | was well
impressed but have also heard that Pro-
Ac and Ruark give good value for
money. | also heard the Opera Super
Pavarottis recently and they sounded
great, though it was in the context of a
system out of my budget (Pathos Logos
amp and Audio Analog Paganinni CD -
this system really impressed me). It was
at a hi-fi show where they were also
showing crazy priced systems using
Clearaudio, Tom Evans, Halcro and
B&W Nautilus 800 Reference speakers
with Classe amps and CD.All these
systems were wired with Valhalla
speaker cable and interconnects. | can
honestly say | found the sound of these
systems harsh and grating compared to
the Pathos/Audio Analogue/Opera
combination! Can you offer me
suggestions with respect to Speakers.

Finally, amplification. | was
considering getting a second-hand Naim
pre-power but am wondering whether
one of the Hi-Fi World valve kits might
be a worthwhile option. | have also
heard the Primare integrated amp with
the System Audio speakers. It was most
impressive, but again, this was also using
their CD player and | am not sure
whether there is some special Danish
synergy at work there. Which might
offer the best upgrade path?

For the time being, | am steering
away from getting a new
CDIDVDISACD player until the format
wars sort themselves out. Also, | have
more than enough vinyl and CD to keep
me listening for the rest of my days!
However, | would consider a cheap
DAClupsampler. | was also impressed
with the difference the X-LPS made to
the Naim (I thought it far superior to
the Naim phono card!) and was
wondering whether the new Musical
Fidelity 24-bit upsampler would yield
similar improvements.

Many thanks in advance
Mark Finucane



It's normal for most belt drive
turntables to run just ever-so-slightly
fast — it's a common trick that manu-
facturers use to make the deck
sound sprightly and more important-
ly allow for wear and tear in future
years.When belts stretch, for exam-
ple, they'll often settle the deck
down to exactly the correct RPM. If
however they were bang on when
new, they'd go slow and — for some
reason — it's easier for people to tell
that their decks are running slow
than fast (it's also probably the rea-
son why most people recognise a flat
note easier than a sharp one, it sim-
ply sounds 'worse'! - Ed). Hence the
gentle fillip that many companies give
their turncables!

However, if your Rega is obvious-
ly fast (and a semi-tone is obvious)
then it’s possible there's some kind
of fault in the system - perhaps the
pulley is ever-so-slightly out of toler-
ance!?

Personally speaking, | wouldn’t
hack my Rega around. Rather, if | was
spending £700 then I'd seriously con-
sider saving my pennies for another
month and buy a Michell GyroDec
SE (£815).This advice may have read-
ers falling asleep at this point, but |
really think there are no rivals at the
price in terms of sound, build quality
or upgradability. And in its latest DC
motor incarnation it’s even better!
You could remove your RB300 from
your Rega and have it Origin Live
modded, fit it to the Gyro and you'd
have a serious sounding front end.
Your Naim amp would really sing
with a source like this — you'd find
massive improvements in grip, focus
and dynamics, the overall effect being
a ‘substantial step closer to the mas-
tertape’.

As far as your speakers and
amplification is concerned, it’s very
difficult to recommend equipment
because — frankly — even you don’t
seem to know what you want.You
say you'd quite like a Naim pre-
power, and then mention a valve amp
combo in the same breath! This is
akin to asking whether you should
buy a Ferrari or an Aston Martin - if
you don’t appreciate the qualitative
and philosophical differences
between the two, then no amount of
other people’s advice can help! Naim
amps are superb solid-state designs
focussed on bass grip and slam at the
expense — some would say — of
sweetness and lucidity.Valve amps are
all about making a beguiling, euphonic
and enchanting sound at the expense
of power, analysis and authority. | sug-

gest you audition both types and
then decide which of the two
approaches ‘floats your boat’. lt is
only then that sensible recommenda-
tions can be made about loudspeak-
ers, whose relationship with your
amplification is critical.

As for upsampling the |6/44 out-
put from your Sony DVD player,
again | think this is a rather ‘head
over heels’ approach. If | was in your
position, I'd go for a DVD-Audio
player later this year to give you
‘advanced resolution’ capability (and
also to play your DVD videos), and
possibly pick up a high quality CD
player secondhand from the classi-
fieds. Although some DVD machines
make a fair fist of CD, you have to
pay serious money to get truly excel-
lent CD replay, so right now I'm of
the opinion that the cheapest solu-
tion is to simply get two purpose-
built silver disc spinners.You could,
for example, go for a Marantz DV-
8300 (£1500) and pair it up with a
used Marantz CD63KIS (£150) — this
player has fallen out of fashion but is
still a brilliantly musical design and a
veritable bargain secondhand. In the
great scheme of things, | really don’t
think upsampling 16/44 will amount
to a hill of beans — it makes a mar-
ginal improvement, but then so does
cleaning your contacts with isopropyl
alcohol and putting Foculpods under
your CD player — both of which can
be done for under £15. See what |
mean?! DP

BUDGET REVAMP

My system comprises an Arcam Alpha 7
SE CD player,Arcam Alpha 7 integrated
amp and Mordaunt Short 812 'speak-
ers.

I wonder if you can help? I'm think-
ing of an upgrade but have limited
funds and | don't know where to start. |
have around 400 notes to spend.The
problem with my system is that to me it

The NAD C320 BEE could be the lynch pin of your budget system.
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has a very smooth sound but lacks
punch and detail. I'm not sure whether
to upgrade the existing Arcam to an
Arcam 8.Will this bring the benefits |
am looking for? Please help as I'm stuck
in a rut and not sure what to do!
Regards

Paul Lancaster

The obvious thing to do here would
be to start at the source and, bit by
bit, revamp each component.You'l
find that the new Arcam DiVA gear
has a more engaging character than
the slightly duller Alpha equipment.
However, the new CD62T will take
up most of your budget at £370 but
may seem the best option if you are
interested in CD replay only and
upgrading the system over time.

Getting funds for the rest of the
kit could take you a while though
and newer gear may be on its way.
Ideally the CD62T would be
matched with the A65 integrated
(same price as CD62T) and a pair of
Wharfedale Evo3 standmounts which
would get you the sound you crave
from your current system.

However, for a few dollars more
than the CD62T you can get your
hands on a Pioneer DV-656 which
will not only play CDs to a decent
standard (not as good as the Arcam,
though) but also DVD-A, SACD and
movies too. It's a tempting offer and
one that will make you easily upgrad-
able for the future.

For a new compatible CD sys-
tem in one fell swoop, though, you
could opt for a NAD C521i CD play-
er at £200, matched to the excellent
NAD C320BEE integrated at around
the same price.All you'd need to do
then is gain the extra few quid for a
decent pair of budget loudspeakers.
Look at the Wharfedale Diamond 8.1
at £120 or the Acoustic Energy Evo
One at £180 as your choice. SP
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Thanks to a disappointingly slow start, Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB), now
renamed Digital Radio, seems one of hi-fi's current imponderables. David Price tries
out Cambridge Audio's new DAB300 tuner, and two interesting alternatives.

igital Radio is a for-

mat about which

much has been writ-

ten, mostly negative.

There's no denying it

had a "difficult birth’,
which involved arcane, hard-to-fath-
Om press announcements accompa-
nied by a tiny handful of very expen-
sive DAB tuners that few people, it
seems, bothered to buy. The mud
stuck, and the idea that the format
was madcap ‘boffin-led' technology
that ‘real people' wouldn't want took
hold.

To make matters worse, the
issue of Digital Radio’s poor
reception began to dominate. There's
no doubt that small but significant
areas of the UK simply cannot
receive the signals, and even within
the officially sanctioned reception
areas, it's possible to lose the signal
periodically. The idea that it was a
sort of latter day AM radio, where
signals faded in and out depending on
reception conditions, was hardly the
image its proponents wanted to
project.

Finally, there is the vexed issue of
sound quality. Early DAB
transmissions involved high bitrate
broadcasts, giving undeniably fine
sound. Recently however, the BBC
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dropped the bitrate of a number of
its networks and even pushed some
programmes, available in stereo on
the FM analogue band, into mono!
This was hardly an incitement for
audiophiles to go forth and purchase,
particularly when they're exactly the
kind of people who are the ‘early
adopters' of new technology.

Overall then, many commen-
tators - especially from hi-fi
backgrounds - simply can't conceal
their contempt for the new medium.
Not exactly ideal conditions in which
to promote a new format! However,
cut through DAB's numerous
negatives (many of which are
undeniable) and there really are
some redeeming virtues, to the point
that many who experience it find it
hard to go back to conventional
analogue tuners.

DIGITAL FUTURE

From a dyed in the grain audiophile
point of view, the best way to
understand DAB is to think of the
way CD replaced LP in the nation’s
affections. The new digital format's
sound wasn't ultimately as good, but
by the same token it was dramat-
ically better than most turntables
actually in use at the time. Digital
Radio is an identical parallel in this
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respect. Likewise, CD removed the
need for the user to have any
technical sympathy or understanding
for their music carrier - you simply
selected the track and pressed play,
instead of faffing around setting up
the arm, manually cueing discs, etc.
So too does DAB.

Essentially then, Digital Radio
improves the radio listening
experience. It banishes the need to
listen to AM, and gives all stations a
degree of clarity and finesse that half
decent analogue FM tuners struggle
to attain. It gives instant access to 40
stations, with comprehensive text
display - tuning becomes a thing of
the past.And lastly, it now offers a
range of stations that are simply
unavailable on analogue - some of
which are rubbish, others of which
are superb. Despite all the politics,
technical issues and tittle-tattle, when
it works it works very well indeed -
slick and elegant with better sound
(generally) and a wealth of listening
experiences, many switchers
understandably say they can never go
back.

COST CUT BITRATE

An unabashed hi-fi separate, with all
the audiophile pretensions that
entails, Cambridge Audio’'s DAB300



looks superb value for money at just
£150.The unit comes in a standard
sized (430x285x80mm) box, and
weighs a light but not flimsy 3.5kg.
It's well finished considering its low,
low price - even extending to a
brushed aluminium front panel. This
has a bank of five buttons which give
access to ten presets, plus a large jog
dial' (i.e. knob) on the right.To select
a station you simply twist it to move
up or down the list available. When
you find the one you want, you push
the knob in, wait a second or two,
and suddenly you're listening to it All
very easy to use.

The other minor buttons let you
dim the backlit LC dispiay, change it
to show technical information (i.e.
bitrate) as opposed to the default
radio text and select between auto
and manual tuning.

Inside is one of the very latest
DAB chipsets, with a Frontier Silicon
FS2020 module and FS1010 single-
chip DAB/Audio processor.The
highly integrated, third-generation
unit is based on the META processor
design and Ensigma DAB IP licensed
from Imagination Technologies -
better known to us punters as
VideolLogic.This is coupled to a
24bit/ 96kHz four times
oversampling DAC from Wolfson
Microelectronics.

Round the back, you'll see gold
plated analogue, coaxial and digital
outputs, plus a captive mains lead
complete with mains plug, plus a
BNC connector for the supplied ‘wet
string' antenna.

Usefully, the Cambridge has the
ability to route through a standard
analogue tuner, therefore letting you
have both Digital Radio and AM/FM
through the same 'tuner' input on

your amp. As soon as it's powered
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up, the DAB300 automatically scans
for every station in the area. Duly
acquired, you can order them
alphabetically, or by most used or
favourite via the Menu button. A
signal strength meter, accessible by
holding in the jog dial, helps make
aerial placement straightforward.
There's also a Dynamic Range
Controt (DRC), which lets you
enable or disable compression levels.

As with all DAB receivers, sound
quality depends on the bitrate.The
good news is, however, that whatever
this was, the Cambridge Audio
displayed a refinement and finesse
that completely belied its price point.
| challenge anyone to find an
analogue FM tuner that can come
close to this for £150 - even much
respected models from Denon and
NAD would find it a tough call. From
80kbps mono Talksport football
reports to a |92kbps Radio Three
live stereo broadcast, the DAB300
was never less than clean, detailed
and polished.

Even with 128kbps Radio Two,
this tuner threw out an impressively
wide soundstage, inside which a

wiwvihi-fivdatidien uk
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wealth of detail could be heard. Bass
was taut and decently powerful,
although it lacked the 'bloom' that
blesses NAD's 414 on FM stereo
broadcasts. Midband displayed
excellent clarity - smooth and even
with no sign of the brightly lic upper
midrange that afflicts CD - thanks in
no small part to the compression
codec and the superior 48kHz
sampling frequency.Treble was
decently crisp - although DAB isn't
famous for its high frequency
sweetness, the Cambridge Audio was
certainly civil up top.

Compared to a decent FM
Stereo tuner, you'll find the DAB300
has a cleaner, tighter, less woolly
sound that's great fun to listen to,
albeit lacking in the former's
euphonic warmth.At 128kbps and
under, there's just the slightest sense
of high frequency compression
artefacts, but you really have to
concentrate very hard to tell. The
overall effect is far from the cold,
clinical experience its detractors
would have you believe. Couple its
fine sound to the superb
convenience that's at the heart of

the medium, and this is a great

advertisement for the merits of hi-fi
Digital Radio.

A clean sounding and useful bit of kit
that shows up the best traits of digital
radio for a super low price.

Cambridge Audio DAB300 £150
Cambridge Audio

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7827 9001
www.cambridge-audio.co.uk
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CD replay is getting

better all the time. But |
we believe you still have

to find serious money if

you want “real’” music. I
' Fortunately we have...

SeriLous

‘ v . -

The technology behind CD replay
is very COMPLEX. We believe you
have a choice: GOOD OR CHEAP, you
can’t have both — mechanical and
electronic demands are too great.

Unless you hear SEPARATION, SCALE
and PRESENCE the sound will be just
a pale reminder, not an experience.
Even worse, RF INTERFERENCE and |
JITTER — causing edginess and glare

| — create that “digital sound”. |

| Two outstandingly musical players,
l free of digital “nasties”, are the

Wapia 301 and the new Opus 21 '
) from REsoLUTION Aubio. ‘
l

Both have built-in volume controls ‘
and can drive the power amp direct !
— NO PREAMP required. Both can
also accept digital inputs up to
24/96KHz from other sources.
Feed in a DVD or DAB TUNER
and make the player the centre of
an all-digital system.

The compact Opus 2| with
ON-BOARD UPSAMPLING is the first
product in a new STYLISH range, to I
include a power amplifier and a

| tuner. See www.aimdesign.com |

Upgrading THE SOURCE gives better \
results than spreading the same

money over more components. |f N

you think that only silly people pay . ‘
more than £1500 for a CD player, IN19h [
listen to these two. They will .

RE-WRITE YOUR IDEAS, completely.

Yor

|

| Customers say we make some of the BEST !
SOUNDS they have ever heard, so you know £ 1
|

|

we can do the same in your home. Our -
advice will take account of your best
components and guide you where change is \"4 -
needed, in stages you can afford. ~ 7

You AVOID EXPENSIVE MISTAKES, enjoy
music along the way and save money in the T A F 1
long run. g

JUST LISTEN AND YOU'LL KNOW

01225 874728

CD:AccupHASE, ADVANTAGE, AUDIO SYNTHESIS, BAT, dCS (ELGAR, DeLIus PURCELL,
VERDI) MERACUS, PAss, SAT, SUGDEN, WADIA. VINYL: BAS!s, CLEARAUDIO, CROWN
JeweL, DNM, GRAHAM, THE GROOVE, LEHMANN, MICHELL, SUMIKO BLUE POINT SPECIAL,
TRANSFIGURATION. AMPLIFIERS: ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, BALANCED AUDIO
TecHNOLOGY, CAT, DNM, GAMUT, HOVLAND, NAGRA, Pass, SAT, SONNETEER,
SuGDEN. LOUDSPEAKERS: AupIO PHYSIC, BKS, ETHOS, LUMLEY, NEAT, TOTEM,
VERITY AupiO. TUNERS: ACCUPHASE, MAGNUM DYNALAB. CABLES: ARGENTO,
CHoro Co., DNM, HovLAND, NORDOST, SILTECH, YAMAMURA CHURCHILL ETC,
SUPPORTS: ARCICI, KINABALU, STANDS UNIQUE

B2 Hi.FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO MARCH 2003

$ SOUNDS
PERFECTION

SPECIALIST IN ANALOGUE AND DIGITAL
WE STOCK
J.M.LABS * LEXICON * PARASCUND PRIMARE * PROJECT * TRIANGLE * REL SUB-
WOOFERS * VIENNA ACOUSTICS AVID * PROJECT * SME * ROKSAN * STRAIGHT
WIRE ° MICHELL" ACOUSTIC DESIGN * AUDIONOTE * MONITOR AUDIO * BOSTON *
SUGDEN * AUDIO ANALOGUE * GRAFF * NAD - PHILOSOPHY CABLES MUSICAL FIDELITY

PLUS MANY OTHER TOP BRANDS
NORDOST VALHALLA CABLES PROJECT CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

AVID TURNTABLES ~ PHILOSQPHY CABLES L SM TVS

CHRISTMAS SALE LIST

JM LAB MEZZO UTOPIA SPEAKERS EX-DEM BOXED £4995
ATC ACTIVE SCM 50 ROSEWD BXD MINT §MTHS OLD £4995
LEXICON MC | PROCESSOR USED MINT BOXED £3225
PINK TRIANGLE DACAPO 2 CD PLAYER. NEW BOXED £2595
PRIMARE P30 PROCESSOR, DEMO MINT BOXED ONLY £1495
ATC 51A 2 150 AMPLIFIER BOXED MINT £1495
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 2ND AUDIO MONO BLOCKS £1195
VIENNA ACOUSTIC MOZART 5PKS ROSENUT BOXED £1095
PARASOUND DAC 2000 yOHN CURL SPECIAL) ONLY €875
ELECTROCOMPANIET 4.6 PRE AMP BOXED ONLY £795
BOSTON ACOUSTIC 10X SATS SET OF 4 MINT BOXED £795
AUDIONQTE ZERO PRE & MONOBLOCKS MINT BOX £745
AUDIONOTE AN-| SPX SPEAKERS BLACK £745
ELEMENTAL AUDIO REF SPEAKER STANDS BARGAIN £745
PRIMARE V20 DVD PLAYER DEMO UNIT BOXED MINT £695
BOSE QUATERMASS ACTIVE 5 CH SPEAKER SYSTEM £695
AUDIONOTE PI SE POWER AMP BOXED £695
ROGERS E20 VALVE AMP EX-COND BOXED £620
GENESIS DIGITAL LENS £595
ELEMENTAL 2 TIER REFERENCE STAND MINT £575
VIENNA ACOUSTICS HADYNS NEW BOXED £499
HAYBROOK SIGNATURE PRE / POWER AMP £495
MERIDIAN 555 POWER AMP BOXED £495
AUDIONOTE AZ3 SPEAKERS MARKED BOXED ONLY £375
TRIANGLE ZEPHYRS X5 MARKED HENCE BOXED £449
REL STRATA Il BOXED ONLY £395
CASTLE DURHAM 2 SPEAKERS BLACK £395
PRIMARE At0 AMP DISPLAY ONLY £375
MUSICAL FIDELITY E200 PRE-AMP £295
ARCAYDIS BABY 2 BOXED ONLY £295
NAD 804 SPEAKERS EX COND BOXED ONLY £225
PARASOUND HC A 750 POWER AMP £225
ARISTON RD 80 TURNTABLE. EX COND. BOXED £195

"~ FOR FRIENDLY SERVICE CALL NIGEL

01209 719049
MOBILE:- 07766 404869
Email :- nigel@soundsperfection.co.uk kathryn @soundsperfection.co.uk
Web :- www soundsperfection.co.uk

the AUDIO.VISUAL Lounge

hear believe,]

STOCKISTS OF
AviD

HARMON KARDON
MONITOR AuDIO
NAD

ee

ORTOFON

. . ) PLasmA
Specialist in audio and visual PANP'E%?'E%
entertainment systems from Fuuitsu

’ NEC
the world’s best PrROAC

manufacturer’s PROJECT
ROKSAN

SME

VIENNA ACOUSTICS

AND MANY MORE

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista - full range in Stock

TRI-VISTA

E:iinfo@avlounge.com T: 020 73753691 F: 020 73771756
A: 135-137 Commerciatl Street, Spitilfields, London, E1 6BJ, UK

wiww, hisfiiorl6.c.0.uK




ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLE

For those into DAB who don't want a regular hi-fi separate, here are two Digital
Radio receivers with a difference:

PERSTEL DR101 £169
WWW.PERSTEL.COM

Combining DAB and FM tuners in
one petite package is no mean feat,
but this is an clegant looking bit of
kit. Providing you spend £20 on
Sennheiser MX500 earphones to
replace those supplied. you'll get
great sound from its analogue FM
section, but the Digital Radio
receiver sounds thin and harsh and
takes an age to set itself up. Anather
problem is that rival analogue
designs like Sony's SRF-M95 (£50)
are smaller still, more stylish and far
cheaper. Still, this is well built and
blessed with a large, crisp display. It's
also very simmple to use, until the
signal drops away and it's necessary
to extend the long 1970s-style

telescopic aerial, completely spoiling
its 'pocketability’. Short bateery life
doesn't help out on the move,
either. Although good in some
respects, if this is any indication
then portable DAB just isn't quite
there yet.

Specifications:

size: 60x84x24mm;
weight: 62g;

features: DAB/FM tuner;
supplied accessories:
in-ear hcadphones,
carrying case,

2x AA batteries

{6 hour life),

TERRATEC DR-BOX 1 £299 WWW.TERRATEC.DE

An interesting mix of portable and hi-fi separate, this gadget
plugs into any PC to offer full DAB functionality. Brilliantly
versatile, it offers the usual channel search, presets and text
display facilities, plus the ability to digitally record
broadcasts direct to a hard drive and listen to one station
while recarding another. It even boasts a full Fraunhofe
MP3 encoder, too.

Installation is simple as any other USB device and the
supplied software of good quality, but the menu based
navigatien is a tad fiddly. Sound is the big disappointment -
the DR Box is clean and dry alright. but lacks sparkle, is thin
and even prone to harshness. The DR Box's austere look
and feel - akin to laboratory measuring equipment - doesn't
exactly make it friendly for DAB novices, either. A fairly
capable, albeit quirky device.

Specifications:

size: 145x160x40mm;
weight: 1kg; features:
Auto Tune,

Radio Text,

headphone output,

digital audio output;
supplicd accessories:
analogue audio cable,

USB cable,

mains adapter,
MusicMatch Jukebox software
CD-ROM, portable antenna

wivewhefivdoridleoink

mains adapter

THE VERDICT

Digital Radio is a great idea - it offers a
vast array of stations at the press of a
buttoh of two, with the possibility of fine
sound quality too. Of the three units
here, only the Cambridge Audio DAB300
was a truly convincing proponent of the
format. Clean and detailed yet smooth
and sophisticated, Its sound was genuinely
Impressive for any tuner costing just
£150.The Perstel DRI0I portable simply
felt clumsy and unwieldy compared to
any analogue walkie at a third of the
price, despite its lovely build quality. The
fact that its sound was rough, fuzzy and
altogether uninspiring (via digital, but not
analogue) hardly swung things in its
favour, either.

TerraTec's DR Box | is a nice idea
poorly executed - its sound isn't dramat-
ically superior to the Perstel and a long,
long way behind the Cambridge. Although
well built and packaged, its ergonomics
aren't exactly welcoming, and it's
expensive too.

Game, set and match then to the
Cambridge Audio - cheap, cheerful and
capable far beyond expectations.
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AFTER

MINIDISC?

From the company that launched MiniDisc comes Sony's brand new RCD-W3 CD
recorder. David Price tries it for size - and wonders where it leaves MD?

t was late 1998 that Sony's

first CD recorder was

released in the company's

home market of Japan.At the

time it came as something of

a surprise, as Sony had previ-
ously intimated that MiniDisc was its
rival to Philips' (then) new CD
recordable format, and that as a
result, we could not expect a CD-R
machine! It was interesting because,
at the time, MD sales were going
great guns in the land of the rising
sun and DAT was still a popular high
end consumer format.

That first machine was a middle
of the range 'ES' series product
selling for around Y60,000 (£350),
suggesting that Sony felt MD was a
fine budget format and DAT the
semi-pro standard, but that there
was a gap that needed plugging in the
middle. Now, five years on, the new
RCD-WS3 has finally reached British

HI-FI WORLO & COMPUTER AUDIO MARCH 2003

shores. First seen at the 2001 Tokyo
Audio Expo, it's been priced to sell at
just under the £200 mark - pitching
it right into the fray.

Sony has gone on record as
saying it's still '‘committed’ to the
MiniDisc format, but you'll notice
that there's been a gradual shift
downmarket. A few years ago you
could have got an MDS-JAS0ES for
just a few pence under a thousand
pounds, but now you'll struggle to
find a Sony MD hi-fi separate in the
High Street for over £150.It's
looking increasingly like a niche
format, its days of rampant sales now
long gone.

Into the gap steps the machine
you see before you. Driven by the
immense PC computer market,
economies of scale have enabled
CD-R technology to crash down
dramatically in price. The first hi-fi
CD-R recorder introduced by

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

Meridian in the late eighties cost
£3,000 and used blanks retailing for
£35 a go.The Sony you see before
you will probably be discounted to
under £150 by the Spring and uses
the very same media, now just 35p
each.That, | guess, is progress!

What then of the RCD-W3!?
Well,it’s a twin-tray design with a
single playback deck and another
recorder. The two are linked digitally,
allowing 4x copying and finalisation,
meaning that an average music CD
can be transcribed in about fifteen
minutes - Sony reckons this makes it
the fastest gun in Europe.The
machine can function as a CD
multiplayer by using both transports
for playback. It plays standard CDs,
and reads and writes to CD-Rs and
CD-RWs - in the case of recording
however, only ‘audio’ CD-R/Ws are
accepted.

Frankly, there's not much sign of



audiophile tweaking here.
It's an undeniably
handsome machine and
at 4.6kg not as flimsy as
some sub-£200 CD
hardware, but nelther is
it anything special. Its
greatest claim to fame
are four 24bit 'Type H
Pulse' DACs and an
"intelligent disc servo
system' to optimise
playback - neither of
which are anything to
write home about. lts
largish fascia (possible
thanks to largish
430x108x45 1 mm
dimensions) is very
cleanly laid out (in true
Sony fashion), making it a
breeze to use.

Down each flank are
each drive's respective
transport controls, while
their displays can be
found under each disc drawer. A
modicum of facilities is provided,
including the aforementioned
‘Synchro Start' high speed dubbing
which makes a fully synchronised
recording. For optimum sound
quality of course,a 'Normal' |x
option is provided. Selectable CD
play modes, including 32-step
programmability, are available, along
with CD Text display. A button on
the lower right edge of the fascia
switches between inputs, comprising
one optical digital and one RCA
phono analogue.The latter's level is
adjusted by a front panel level pot, in
conjunction with the display-
mounted peak level meters.Variable
line out is available via the bundled
Sony RM-R50 remote, and a 6.3mm
headphone jack completes the
package.

SOUND QUALITY

First, as a playback deck, the RCD-
W3 is totally standard budget Sony

fare. This means a decently smooth,
even and musical presentation, with
few obvious signs of raggedness,
hardness or nastiness. Propaganda's
'Dr Mabuse' proved an enjoyable
listen, with a decently fast and tuneful
bass, reasonable midband detailing
and a couth treble. However, you
simply can't pretend this is anything
more than a cheap player - in
absolute terms midband is thin and
one dimensional, bass loose and
lightweight and treble a tad too
splashy.

As a recording deck, at normal
speed the Sony made excellent direct
digital disc copies.There was very
little audible degradation between
original and CD-R, which is much as
you'd expect when it's a case of
simply sending the digital datastream
a few inches down to the burner
drive. Ultimately there was a very
slight flattening of depth perspective,
a subtle lightening and loosening of
bass and a softening of treble, but

wivw W hisfiviatid. G uk

overall really nothing to complain
about.Would that budget cassette
decks have sounded this good!

Analogue recordings weren't
anywhere near as encouraging.
Frankly, the onboard A-D converter
is worse, relatively speaking, than the
D-A, which itself is nothing of note. |
fed a rich, warm, sumptuous reel-to-
reel recording of Randy Crawford'’s
"You Might Need Somebody’ in, and
got a thin, cold, harsh and steely
digital copy out! Using my Sony
TCD-3 DAT recorder's own A-D and
piping it in to the RCD-W3's digital
input, | got a dramatically warmer,
cleaner recording.

Overall then, this is undeniably
an excellent product given its low,
low price and comes thoroughly
recommended. If you happen to have
a higher quality A-D and D-A at your
disposal, then all the better. As for
me, | wish Sony would do an 'ES’
version with better digital converters
and Super Bit Mapping for its
analogue sources (why not - as many
will use this kind of thing for
archiving their vinyl?) for £400. Still,
there's no denying RCD-W3's
superb value for money.

Excellent value, but its onboard
converters could be better. Does what

Sony RCD-W3 £195 |it says on the box without fuss at an
incredibly low price.
Sony UK Ltd.
Tel: +44 (0)1932 816000
www.sony.co.uk
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CHORD

CHANGE

Delphini @

Tric Yond

Michell's popular Delphini phono stage has just undergone radical surgery under the
knife of its creator, Trichord's Graham Fowler. Was it a successful operation? David

Price finds out.

wo years ago, Michell
announced a replace-
ment for its tremen-
dously popular ISO
phono stage - a late
1980s design from the
great Tom Evans.The Delphini offered
an altogether more sober sound,
with a good deal more refinement
and grace than the perky, terrier-like
ISO. In doing so, however, the
Delphini lost a little of its predeces-
sor's joie de vivre, proving a tad less
musical when all things were consid-
ered.
| first set ears on the £1895
Monoblock version back in
December 1999 and found it
immensely enjoyable, but the cooking
version (which at £895 was the Iso's
spiritual heir) wasn't quite the same
kettle of fish. Although excellent in
some respects, just as modern cars
are invariably more capable yet less
fun to drive than classics, so it
proved less compelling.
Its designer, Trichord's Graham
Fowler more or less admitted as
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much when he dropped the new
version round to me.The Mono
version, we both agreed, was pretty
special, yet far too expensive for
your average UK audiophile, yet the
standard option was just wide of the
mark.With this in mind, he set about
creating the replacement you see
before you - the Delphini 2. Retailing
for £995 it's a ton more expensive
than its predecessor, but Graham
reckons it sounds even better than
the £1995 Delphini Mono did.

In fact, this new phono
preamplifier sort of came about by
accident. One of Graham's other
creations, the Trichord Dino (which
arrived early last year) has proved a
great success on account of its big,
bouncy sound and low £299 retail
price. When | compared it with the
Delphini, frankly | was surprised.
Although lacking the latter's focus
and detail, it was in many ways a
more enjoyable listen, with a nice full
bass and fluid midband. Recognising
this, Graham duly started experi-
menting and the result was a sort of

wwinhidiwosid:dalak

Dino-Delphini hybrid, which duly
became the Delphini 2.

To wit, it has the same user
adjustable gain and loading as the
Dino via a set of four DIP switches
mounted (unlike the Dino) inside the
unit. Fear not - they're easy to get to
- you simply unbolt the front panel
with the Allen key provided and slide
it forward to reveal the DIP
switches. Class-A |C-based, the new
Delphini 2 uses 0.1% metal film
resistors and selected 1%
polystyrene and polypropylene
capacitors. lts 160x240x65mm casing
is of non-ferrous polished stainless
steel and acrylic, claimed to eliminate
Eddy current propagation. Its signal
non-inverting circuitry uses audio
grade bipolar and JFET op amps. It
has a fully passive RIAA equalisation
section, located between two active
gain stages, using high performance
'MCAP' film and foil polypropylene
capacitors. Two ultra low impedance,
low noise wide-band voltage
regulators are employed to power
both channels. The only clue that it's



new is the front mounted LED, which
is now blue instead of green.

The visually similar power supply
connects to the amplifier unit via a
four way PTFE insulated silver plated
copper lead. Inside are completely
independent and isolated DC supply
circuits - one for the positive voltage
rail and one for the negative.An
audio grade |60VA toroidal
transformer is followed by two
bridge rectifiers built with ultra fast,
soft recovery diodes for low RF
generation. The bridges are followed
by massive RC/RC filtering
comprising sixteen |000uF capacitors
before conventional 3 pin voltage
regulators. Graham says this level of
filtering and regulation provides very
low noise power supply lines before
entering the main amplifier unit.
Together, the two boxes weigh a
substantial 3.3kg.

Duly burned in and connected to
my Michell Orbe/OL
lllustrious/Ortofon Kontrapunkt B,
the new Delphini 2 proved most
interesting. A kind of sonic hybrid of
the old Delphini Mono and Dino,
plus ‘a bit more', it's a very natural
and open performer that lies just on
the warm side of neutral. It isn't as
stark and piercing as the original
Mono version, but is considerably
more transparent than the standard
Delphini of yore. In a sense it takes
the best characteristics from both,
and adds a little bit of Dino warmth
for good measure.

| kicked off proceedings with
Madonna's 'Get into the Groove', an
appalling Sony PCM recording from
1984. Ahh - the early days of digital!
Through the old Delphini, the track
was decently clean and bouncy, but |
couldn't help dwelling on the crimes
against fidelity committed by that
Palaeolithic studio recorder.Treble
was fuzzy, bass mechanical and
plodding and the whole soundstage
sounded even more artificial than it
should have with all those (then)
cutting edge digital synthesisers.

——

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

Equalisation was accurate and there’s
no warp filter, giving this stage a flat
frequency response from |2Hz-41kHz.
Trichord provide three basic MC
gain options that measured out at
%6000 (very low output types), x3360
and x 1467 — a wide and useful range

Switching
to the new
Delphini did
little for the
intrinsic
nastiness of the
sound, but did
string things
together better.
In short, it was
more natural
and organic
sounding.

Moving to
Pat Metheny's
'Bright Size
Life’, an altogether more successful
all-analogue affair from 1975, and the
improvements wrought by the new
version became crystal clear. It
proved far more open and spacious,
yet less conspicuous and intrusive
too.Whereas the old model leant a
touch of transistory 'fuzz' and 'haze’
to those beautifully recorded hi-hats,
the new version let them shine
through with aplomb. Brighter and
cleaner yet less harsh, it was obvious
this product is a major step forward.

Midband was perhaps its
strongest suit. Rose Royce's ‘Wishing
on a Star' showed an altogether
greater sense of scale and
perspective.Whereas the older
model sounded vague, congested and
slightly brittle on those sublime
female vocals, the newbie was more
relaxed and yet more incisive,
allowing the recording's delicious
tonality to flood out. No less
impressive were its dynamics, which
were more marked. There was a
greater sense of the singer's
accenting and inflections, and the
power of those crescendos when she
truly belted it out. By comparison,
the old model sounded rather 'sat
upon’.

Bass was another area of
improvement. Here, the old Delphini
was a little lean and matter-of-fact. It
was tight and lithe, | suppose, but still
managed to sound mechanical with

it. The new model was a resounding

improvement, as Joy Division's 'New
Dawn Fades' proved. Peter Hook's
famous basslines sounded fuller,
warmer and yet more dynamic and
energetic. With more grip, power and
punch the song was a far more
enjoyable listen. There was also the
added benefit of better tonal
accuracy; you could really get a sense
of the instruments being used in the
studio.

If it sounds like I've been a bit
harsh on the old Delphini, it's only
because | now think the original
Mono version was really special and
the standard one merely fine. In
comparison, the new Delphini 2 gives
almost all the grip of the original
£1895 Mono, with an altogether
more fluid and cohesive sound. So, if
you're treading the path of the solid
state phono stage, then this is the
one to have right now.The fact that
it sports moving magnet capability is
even better - now you can buy it to
partner your cheapo Goldring 1042
(which sounds truly special through
it) and upgrade to that Koetsu
moving coil that you always promised
yourself later.

Michell Delphini 2 £995
Michell Engineering Ltd

Tel: +44 (0)20 8953 0771
www.michell-engineering.co.uk

capable of accommodating all MC
cartridges. For MMs, gains are x250
and x400, both just right. With a
variety of input loads and low input
noise of 0.057uV (MC), plus high
output overload of | IV the Delphini
measures really well in all areas. NK

sttt conk

Frequency response  |2Hz-41kHz
Separation 72dB
Noise -74dBV/0.057uV
Distortion 0.002%
Overload 11V out
dc offset 4/0.5mV
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Woild Verdict @@ @@

Brilliantly musical and involving yet

‘ clean and open too, this is one of the
best solid state phono stages around
right now.
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BARGAIN BULBS

World Audio
: dwc‘g«

If you've always thought of valve amps as femperamental and expensive beasts, think again.
World Audio Design's latest kit is designed with the budget conscious beginner in mind.

The Kecl82 was created from a brief that demanded simplicity, ease of build
and a super low cost. In order to achieve a reasonable power output we
went for a push-pull amplifier.

We chose the ECL82, a triode/output pentode.This tube is readily
available and has a good sound. In push-pull mode it delivers 8Watts.
Realistically you need a speaker of around 89dB or above.This is possible
at a budget price - try the smaller Triangle models, or a Tannoy mX3 or
even one of the older Missions like the 773e, or if you like building your
own speakers, try the Adire Audio HEIO.1, as reviewed in HFW October
2002 issue.

You will see that the front has only a volume control, and it is fed by
one pair of phono sockets. A selector and tape/source switch were not
used in this amplifier as they are tricky to wire up, and the aim was to
make it easy to build. In fact, in many ways the Kecl82 would be great
powering a second system, using a CD player as a source, and will definitely
give you a taster of what valves can offer. Measuring 30cm wide, 23.5cm
deep and | lcm height with feet, it is entirely self-enclosed. The vaives are
visible through the four upper circular vent holes (one directly above each
valve). We have kept the look simple with the minimalist front panel holding
the volume potentiometer. The two-part chassis is constructed from
I.6mm mild steel with a durable black powder-coat finish. The whole unit is
very sturdy, weighing in at 9kgs.

The signal input is in the form of a pair of gold plated RCA phono
sockets that sit at the rear of the chassis. The speaker sockets accept 4mm
banana plugs as well as bare wire.The mains switch is positioned at the
rear of the amplifier, on the right hand corner for easy access. Mains power
is received via an IEC lead. The Kecl82 is based on a printed circuit board
(PCB).The PCB is easy to follow with all component names, locations and
orientations shown clearly. The amplifier requires no set up, you just turn it
on.The kit will come with comprehensive instructions taking you through
the build step-b-step.

SOUND QUALITY BY SIMON POPE

Purity is the key to this amplifier's design and sound. Because there's very
little to get in the way of the signal what you get is an exceptionally sweet
and simple sound that also has a superbly wholesome roundness to it. A
high quality recording of Mahler's Das Lied Von Der Erde on Reference
Recordings showed that the Kecl82 faithfully reproduced all the depth and
space of a full symphonic orchestra without any problems.Violins were
smooth and sweet, as was percussion (which virtually sparkled) and the
woodwind section was especially impressive, with a spacious and airy
sound.

A run through Miles Davis's Kind Of Blue saw the little integrated
delivering a detailed and precise sound that highlighted the warmth of
Coltrane's tenor sax and the rich, deep sound of the upright bass. Rock
and Pop records such as Radiohead's 'Lucky’ demonstrated that the valves
inside the amp, whilst small, are quite robust sounding, with commendable
clout and bass depth for a humble budget 8W valve amp.This is a great
introduction to the sonic art of the valve amp and a big upgrade for
anybody with a mid-price solid-state amp that wishes to swap over to
something more musically engaging, for a price that's virtually as cheap as
chips!

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

Frequency response +/-3dB |5Hz - 75kHz
8 watts into an 8 ohm load
sensitivity 850mYV (suitable for CD)
hum 0.5mV

power output

The Kecl82 amplifier kit is available from World Audio Design
Tel/fax: 00 44 (0) 1908 218836 or order on-line at
www.worldaudiodesign.co.uk

Kecl82 amplifier kit (UK price) £195.00
finc. vat & carriage)

Kecl82 amplifier kit (EU price) £195.00
{inc. vat, exc. carriage)

Kecl82 amplifier kit (Overseas price) £170.00
fexc. carriage)




| Visit Hi-Fi World &
World Audio Design
at the 2003 Bristol

Sound & Vision Show
on 21st - 23rd
February 2003

As usual Hi-Fi World will be out in force at the annual
Bristol extravaganza. We will have our own show booth
where you’ll be able to meet the staff, peruse the latest

issue or simply pop in for a chat!

In the World Audio Design room we’ll have our complete
range of DIY valve kit amplifiers on demonstration. We’ll
be featuring a range of integrated, pre and power
designs, all at remarkably low prices. Come and hear
just how superb valve amps can sound - these are as
good as it gets! Plus, you’ll be able to browse through
our selection of numerous books on subjects such as
loudspeaker and valve amplifier design.




llustrious - the new “world beater”

HHFI WORLD FEB 2003

Origin Live Tonearms Silver - £599 Encounter - £970 Tllustrious - £1570

“The Silver is the very best tonearm I've ever heard....the £599 price tag is laughably
low....could probably charge five times this amount....words can’t express how good this
is - one of the designs of the decade™  Hi-Fi World 2002

"There may be better value propositions around to upgrade your system but if there is
| haven't heard them....A fantastic product then from Origin Live and this particular
audiophiles dream review tool.” TNT Audio 2002

Very occasionally new products appear that are so advanced as to render all previous
benchmarks obsolete. People befieve our new range of tonearms are just such products and
we invite you to experience an unprecedented leap in your system performance - regardless
of your cufrent tonearm. Arrange for an audition now.

All products carry a full no risk money back guarantee and are available via your
nearest Origin Live dealer or by direct mail order.

For more information visit our website or contact:

Origin Live, Unit 5, 362b Spring Road, Sholing, Southampton, SO19 2PB, UK
Tel/Fax: 02380 578877 e-mail: originlive@originlive.com
www.originlive.com

Walrus Systems 11 New Quebec St, London W1

amazon loricraft
amphion lyra
apolio furniture p——— michell engineering
argento .- X morch
audible illusions ©° musical fidelity
audio note ) erathyg nordost
audio physic - = - nottingham analogue
avantgarde origin live
breuer dynamic ortofon
brinkmann papworth
carfrae phy cables
cartridge man pink triangle
cawsey pluto
chord electronics rega turntables
clearaudio ringmat
croft shun mook
decca london sme
dnm spendor
duevel stax
dynavector sugqen
ear yoshino sumiko
es lab tannoy
final lab tci cables
gamut tivoli audio
graham slee ” tom evans
hadcock townshend audio
incognito i A transfiguration
i ' =] trichord
::l\:z(r)din - > =. @ van den hul
verdier

For info on these, and much more, including our numerous second-hand items, tel: 020 7724 7224

please visit our popular website: www.walrus.co.uk fax: 020 7724 4347

email: mail@walrus.co.uk

* interest free credit available on most items, subject to status *
web: www.walrus.co.uk

60  Hi-F1 WORLO & COMPUTER AUOID MARCH 2003 e o e 2o Pt




After nearly three decades of purveying high quality mass market hi-fi, Arcam has
gone high end with a vengeance. Its FMJ AV8/P7 is a statement product, as David

Price finds out.

rcam is moving heav-
ily into multichannel.
Its new DVD88+

DVD player is "all its
own work' (with the

exception of the
main DVD processor chip and trans-
port mechanism), whereas most
rivals simply re-engineer Japanese or
Chinese designed players. Into this
scenario the new FM] AV8/P7 seven
channel preamplifier and power
amplifier slots, an avowed 'statement’
product and an engineering tour-de-
force with a host of technological
innovations. Watch out Meridian and
Lexicon - Arcam is gunning for you!
The company has put its money
where its mouth is - $1,000,000 of it,

to be precise. The resuit is the
promise of superlative sound, a
welter of facilities and brilliant video
connectivity. There's real engineering
depth behind its cleanly laid out
silver fascias - intelligent switched
mode power supplies, 'active ground’
earthing systems, top notch Wolfson
24bit, 192kHz DAC and digital filter
chips, studio quality Burr Brown
digital volume controllers, super-wide
bandwidth video switching and the
option of a top quality (for £110)
MM/MC phono stage are just some
of the highlights.

Inside the AV8's beautifully
machined aluminium
(433x430x130mm) casing lurk more
features than you can shake a stick

Voricadio Hicton

at. THX Ultra 2 Certification, THX
Surround EX decoding with 7.1
output (music and movie modes),
Dolby Digital, Dolby Pro Logic i,
DTS, DTS NEO, DTS ES Matrix and
Discrete 6.1 decoding all come as
standard. lts display is uncluttered yet
informative, working in conjunction
with the large volume knob and
smaller minor buttons to make the
system easy to use. The DIRECT
button ensures that the DSP
circuitry is put to sleep when not
needed, and thankfully, the optional
phono section keeps things in the
analogue domain (unless you choose
otherwise) and all analogue signals
are kept on one board for the
shortest possible signal paths.
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GET CONNECTED!

AV8 PREAMPLIFIER
7x coaxial digital audio
inputs, 2x TOSLINK digital

audio inputs, 1x coaxial
audio output, 5 pairs of RCA
phono audio inputs, 1 pair of
RCA phono turntable inputs,
1 pair of RCA phono tape
inputs, 1 pair of RCA phono
tape outputs, 1 pair of RCA
phono VCR inputs, 1 pair of
RCA phono VCR outputs, 1
set of 7.1 channel RCA phono
audio inputs, 1 set of 7.1
channel RCA phono multi-
channel preamp audio out-
puts plus 2 additional RCA
phono subwoofer outputs, 1
pair of Zone 2 RCA phono
audio outputs, 3x RCA phono
video outputs, 1x RCA Zone 2
phono video output, 5x RCA
phono video inputs, 5x S-VHS
video inputs, 3x component
video inputs, 2x S-VHS video
outputs, 1x |[EC mains input,
2x 3.5mm remote control ins,
2x 3.5mm remote control
outs, RS232C interface, 1x
earth terminal.

FMJ P7 POWER AMPLIFIER

1 set of 7.1 channel RCA
phono audio inputs, 2 pairs of
RCA phono bridge outputs, 1
pair of RCA phono bridge
inputs, 4 pairs of loudspeaker
outputs, IEC mains input.

The FM) P7 is one of the most
awesome power amplifiers I've ever
seen. Essentially seven fully discrete
mono power amplifiers in one
massive (433x460x |80mm) box, each
of which delivers a claimed | 50watts
into 8 ohms, 235watts into 4 ohms
or 300watts into 3.2ohms - and all of
which can deliver maximum output
simultaneously - it is utterly OTT.
Each module comes with its own
bridge rectifiers and 20,000
microfarads of storage capacitance,
fed from a total of fourteen
individual windings on the P7's two
massive | 500VA toroidal power
transformers which are shared
between the seven amplifiers. Four
Sanken heavy duty bipolar output
transistors per channel are bolted to
large custom designed aluminium
heatsinks, although a variable-speed
cooling fan is fitted as backup.A
heavy duty mains cable and socket is
fitted, coupled to a microprocessor
controlled 'softstart’ sequencer
which turns on the channels one by
one and subsequently monitors them
for temperature, output current and
DC offset to ensure instant shut-
down under fault conditions.

Together, the AV8 and P7 form
an impressive pair. In stereo mode
you'll be amazed at what it's capable
of. Clean, open and smooth in the
extreme, this amplifier is akin to my
reference Musical Fidelity A308
integrated, but on steroids - the
Arcam has 'creamy’ smoothness
allied to brilliant transparency and
openness. Roxy Music's 'More Than
This' came over bristling with energy,
atmosphere and low-level detail,
along with the complete absence of
the hard, mechanical edge that
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normally comes with AV products

forced to just play music. Allied to
this is superb power and control -
the P7 is able to pump current like
there's no tomorrow, and yet retain
a vice-like grip on proceedings. The
result is speed, depth and focus in
spades.

Moving to The Crusader's 'Street
Life', the Arcam combo painted a
wonderful picture. Randy Crawford's
vocals were given all the respect and
attention they deserve - carried with
an eerie realism that made her
appear live in my living room. Every
inflection, nuance and breath was
made clear as day - yet it was
supremely smooth right across the
range and yet tonally accurate.
Behind her powerfully projected
vocals were The Crusaders in all
their glory. Supremely tight and
superbly syncopated, the Arcam
combo held on to their rhythmic and
dynamic inflections with true grit.
Behind this was the P7's 'velvet fist' -
massive current swinging ability that
nailed the snare drums to my
temples and pounded the back of my
chest with that fluid jazz bassline.

Josh One's latest (24bit,
96kHz) techno extrav-
aganza, courtesy of
Onkyo's DV-SP800
DVD-Audio
player,

e i fwi e, ga (o

showcased the Arcam in surround
mode. If its stereo is superb, then the
multichannel is magic. That blend of
delicacy, finesse and sophistication
allied to vast, untrammelled grunt
made it a joy to behold. Unlike the
(admittedly cheaper) Naim AV2/NAP
150/NAPV 175, the FM} AV8/P7 had
a sweet - almost silky - treble that
flattered anything that fed it. Hi-hats
were deliciously smooth, while piano
notes shimmered with rich
harmonics. Bass was bold and
brusque yet neither overblown nor
overpowering - the P7 simply served
what was on order without lagging
three bars behind, unlike much
mediocre A/V from the East. Able to
start and stop with the best of them,
its brilliant attack transients and
mega wallop mean that as ‘audiophile
AV' goes, few better the Arcam.

Ultimately there's little to
criticise - which is a testament to the
absolute 'rightness' of the design.
True, a meticulously balanced valve
system - complete with tubes made
by the hand of Thomas Edison
himself and output trannies rolled
from the finest silver - might just
have the legs on it terms of beguiling
musicality . The ultimate Naim AV
system could just beat it on control
and grip. And the top Meridian
processor-power amp combo may
offer a shade more insight. But as a
do-everything, go-anywhere package
this is unbeatable at the price or
near it - which is quite something for
the company's first foray into true
high-end. Right now, this the best
reason to go multichannel | can think
of. Exquisite.

Arcam FM) AV8 £2999.90
Arcam FM] P7 £2499.90

Tel: +44 01223 203200
www.arcam.co.uk



[
| MEASURED PERFORMANCE
\
The AV8 processor is a very sophis-
ticated design, based on the latest
Crystal dual-processor configuration
and able to accommodate every
format save dts 96/24 (which
requires twice the horsepower).
Dolby's various metadata tests are
passed with flying colours (Dialog
Normalisation, Compression, Noise
Modulation etc) while its bass
I‘ management seems well
constructed. The response plot
shows the normal emphasis of LFE
data (which is typically encoded -
10dB below main channel data) in
addition to the sub-|120Hz roll-off
anticipated from the main channels
in "small" mode.The toughest bass
| re-direction occurs when all main
channels are set to "small” and their
LF content is re-directed to the LFE
channel. The mean increase in bass
level to the sub is +17.6dB with an
| attendant increase in distortion of
just 0.2% (a limit of 3% is specified
by Dolby Labs).
A nominal 2V output is achieved
from peak level digital inputs when
the volume control is set to "+55",

rising to a maximum output of 10.1V

| with the volume set to "+69". The

| maximum "+72" volume position will

result in a clipped output with any

digital signals in excess of -3dBFs.
With LPCM data up to 96kHz,

distortion is typically just 0.003% at

peak level, falling to a minimum of

| 0.0015% at -1 5dBFs. Putting this into

Arcam AV8
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some perspective, the distortion
incurred by the partnering P7
amplifier is typically just 0.0005%
over much of its power bandwidth,
increasing to just 0.0012% at
IkHz/150W/8ohm and 0.006% at
20kHz. Moreover, the extended
response of the P7 (see graph)
which is just -0.9dB ac 100kHz is
also just -0.4dB down at ~48kHz
which is the maximum bandwidth
available from the AV8 with, say,
96kHz DVD-V source material. it's
worth bearing in mind that the AV8
is only crystal-locked to 44.1kHz
and 48kHz digital inputs - hence the
exceedingly low ~|20psec jitter
(black trace) - while the CS8415A
input receiver is ‘free running’ at
96kHz and suffers a relatively
massive increase to ~5000psec (dark
blue trace).As a consequence, the
AV8 is not an ideal processor for
the few 24/96 DVD-V audio discs
that are available.

With all other analogue and
digital source material, the AV8 is
very transparent indeed and ably
assisted by the load-tolerance of the
partnering P7.This tremendous
amplifier yields 2x190W/8ohm,
2x325W/40ohm and a full
5x180W/8ohm and 7x175W/8ohm
in multichannel mode.

Under dynamic, music-like
conditions this increases to 245W,
445W (10.6A), 745W (19.3A) and a
whopping 830W (28.8A) into 8, 4,2

Arcam P7

and lohm loads respectively.

The low-ish ~0.08ohm output
impedance will also help maintain a
more uniform system response,
provided that suitably low resistance
cables are employed. | have found
that the heavier gauge of QED’s X-
Tube series are a particularly good
match, by the way. All told, the
Arcam combination is both a
subjective and technical tour-de-
force and very highly recommended.

AV8 PROCESSOR
Frequency Response

48kHz LPCM 0.00dB (20Hz)

to -0.45dB (20kHz)

Distortion Front Surround |
-6dBFs  0.0035% 0.0030%
-30dBFs 0.0017% 0.0015%
-60dBFs 0.09% 0.11%
-90dBFs 1.8% 1.9%
Separation

IkHz 101dB 1024B
20kHz 95dB 96dB
Noise (IEC A)105.8dB 104.9dB
Output 2.02v

1.99V (Mol = 55;Max = 10.1V)

P7 POWER AMPLIFIER
Power output
Stereo (2 ch.)
Surround-sound (7 ch)

190watts
| 75watts

Arcam AV8

AV PROCESSON AT TER GRECTIVA WITH @My AND S5, LATM DATA § o) = (e it
-

Arcam P7

J
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Assuredly Arcam’s best ever product
to date, it catapults the company to
the top of the AV tree.
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World Audio
deacgn

DEMONSTRATION ROOM AT 12A SPRING GARDENS, NEWPORT PAGNELL, MILTON KEYNES,
BUCKS MK16 OEE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY - CALL FOR DETAILS ON 01908 218836

The KeclB2 is out latest introduction for the true beginner and designed by Andy @

Grove. A simple and elegant design based on the classic ECL82 valve, a triode and
power pentode sharing the same glass envelope, The amplifier consists of two ECL82s
per channel, the triode sectons work as the input/phase splitter and the pentode
sections work in push-pull for the output stage. The amplifier offers 8 watts into an 8
ohm load, the hum level is extremely low, comparison to solid state standards. The
chassis is constructed of |.6mm mild steal with a black powder coat finish. there is
only one signal input pair controlled at the front by a volume control for that simple
touch. The speaker connects are the standard 4mm banana type, positioned at the
rear, as are the mains input which is received through an IEC lead, mains switch and
earth post.We have made the construction as simple as is humanly possible with
comprehensive instructions. The circuitry is based on a single printed circuit board.
Ultimately this kit is for the guy who has always fancied a go at building a kit, but
never dared. Simon Pope says, " It's a great introduction to the valve sound. For it's
humble price it delivers a full and rich sound with great detail and good depth.”
Kecl82 weighs 9kg. External dimensions are 30cm{w)x23.5cm{d)x | lcm(h)

nrsgzo
upgrade now
available £120

KiT6550
upgrade kit now
available £130

These are our new 6550 series amplifiers. A pure class A design providing 40 watts 330mm(d) x 190mm¢(h) with valves or 220mm(h) with cage. Simon Pope says - "If

into a 8 ohm load.(available in a 4 ohm version if required) A truely high end you favour attack and rhythmic grip, together with a smoothness of sound that's
design by Andy Grove, using Svetiana 6550Cs in push-pull (any 6550 or KT88 tube incredibly easy to live with, the KiT6550 could well be the kit amp for you.The
can be used with this amp). It features valve rectification (SU4) a choke pi filter 6550 is one for those who like a valve sound married to the attack and clout of a
power supply and is hard wired.Weighs 19kg with dimensions 390mm{w) x good quality solid state design”.

The Kel84 features a pair of EL84 valves per channel in push-pull configuration.
They give |5 watts into an 8 ohm load. The output transformers are Ultra Linear.
Up front the ECF80 input/phase splitter vaive has an extremely smooth sound.
The Kel84 has very low hum, for simplicity the kit is built on a printed circuit
board. A strong steel chassis is fronted by a 3mm anodised front panel and
attractive chromed custom made knobs. There are five line level inputs, plus one
monitor input, with a tape output included, all controlled from the front panel. At
the rear is a mains switch/IEC power input, earth post, phonos, and 4mm bannana
sockets. Simon Pope says, "The quality that can be gleaned from this amp is a fine
introduction to the joys of the valve sound. The Kel84 will highlight all the
intricacies and depth of detail in your favourite recordings whilst retaining a
warmth and fullness that is almost exclusive to pure valve amps and is rare at this
price point.” Kel84 weighs 10kg. External dimensions with valves are

300mm(w) x 270mm(d) x 150mm(h).

The 2A3 PSE integrated amplifier offers a seriously hi-end sound, but without the
cost usually associated with single-ended amplifiers. The stereo chassis houses, on
the output, 2 x 2A3 in parallel single ended configuration and a single 6SN7 as the
driver tube per channel. The valve rectified power supply consists of a 5U4 and a
10h choke. This feedbackless design provides 8.5watts into an 8 ohm load, so a
good sensitivity speaker is required above 90dB. It can accept 6 line-level inputs
fully controllable from the front panel.We provide the excellent Alps Blue
potentiometer as standard. The amplifier is hard wired so plenty of scope for
tweaking in the future. Simon Pope says,"The 2A3 PSE is extremely impressive
piece of kit, good imaging, wide sound stage, nicely extended on the high
frequency and tremendous bass thump. Weight - 20kg, external dimensions with !
valves fitted - 390mm(w) x 360mm(d) x 220mm(h) .
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The PRE-Hl is a valve pre-amplifier with six inputs, tape monitor and two sets of
output sockets. It utilises a high quality line driver transformer and x5 gain. The
PHONO-Il is a dedicated valve phano stage that incorporates a step-up
cransformer for MC users. Finally, PSU-Il is a pawer supply unit that feeds both
the PRE-Il and PHONO-II.

Power Supply Unit (PSU-I1) £195.00
Pre-amplifier (PRE-Il) £195.00
Phono Stage (PHONO-II) £110.00
Moving coil step-up transformer £77.00

Passive pre-amplifier (PAS-II) £215.00

KaT34
upgrade kit now
available £120

KiT34 is a 32 watt stereo valve integrated amplifier, featuring a pair of EL34s, in
push-pull mode, per channel, plus an ECF80 pentode/triode as input/phase splitter.
The power supply is valve rectified (2 x 5U4), using a heavy duty choke to achieve
exceptional smoothing. The output transformers are 14% Ultra Linear tapped to
keep distortion down to its lowest level and the kit is totally hard wired utilising
three tag boards. It has five line level inputs, plus a tape-in and tape out, all

MONOB
Our Parallel Single Ended amplifiers offer ultimate
sound quality Each monobloc has two of the
beautfully linear 300B directly heated triode in its available £150
output stage, producing 20 watts into an 8 ohm load.
At the front we have a 6AU6 pentode and an ECCB82 as the
driver valve. This design utilises a 5U4 rectifier valve in the power supply, in
combination with a |10H choke, giving an extremely quiet supply. Both mains and
output transformers we E/l pattern.

For purists, feedback is switchable and the kit is totally hard-wired. For those
that require valves we provide the superb Tesla 300Bs, Russian 5U4s and European
6AU6s & ECC82. Simon Pope says, "Not to put too fine a point on it, the sound
these monoblocs create is among the finest that can be encountered in hi-fi.” Our
3008 PSE kit bears an affordable price of £875.00 (UK price) excluding valves.
Each monobloc weighs 23kgs., external dimensions with valves: 25¢m(w) x
38em(h) x 22cm(d) per monabloc.

300B PSU
upgrade kit now

—

HEADPHONE AMPLIFIER

The HD83 headphone amplifier is a beautifully simple design using Muilard ECL83
valves, a triode and power pentode housed in the same envelope. It works
directly from any source, be it CD, tape, tuner etc., or from an amplifier’s tape out
or pre-amp out sockets. The circuit uses high specification £/ output transformers
that will drive any headphone load from 16 ohms to over 300 ohms depending on
hew the secondaries are wired up.The HD83 is a single-ended design with the
power pentode wired up in triode configuration for added sonic purity, and it is as
quiet as a mouse. For sound quality Jon Marks says,* The bass is punchy and
controlled without becoming artificial, while treble has the crispness of the best
solid-state, with the tonal purity, delicacy and speed associated with valves.”
External dimensions 18cm(w) x30cm(1) x 8em (h) weight 4kg.

KiT34
upgrade kit now
available £130

controllable from the front. Simon Pope says, This integrated bring together the
best sonic virwes of our KiT88, kef34 and top of the range 3008 PSE in an
affordable package.The highlights of the sound are a deep and taut bass response,
together with an open and highly detailed mid and high frequency response that
only the best valve designs can achieve... a true valve classic."Weight 22kg, External
dimensions with valves fitted - 390mm(w) x 360mm(d) x 210mm¢(h)

£875
A pair
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World Audic PROBABLY THE BEST
sge ~ DIY KITS IN THE WORLD

NEW DEMONSTRATION ROOM NOW OPEN AT 12A SPRING GARDENS, NEWPORT PAGNELL,

@
'a MILTON KEYNES, BUCKS MK16 OEE - CALL FOR DETAILS ON 01908 218836
@ Kel84 Upgrade kit KiT34 Upgrade kit ~ 2 -

| x 100K Alps blue Potentiometer | x 100K Alps blue Potentiometer DAL L] =
u 2 x 1000uF, 16V Black Gate 2 x |000uF, 16V Black Gate * s

4 x |00uF, 50V Black Gate 4 x 100uF, 50V Black Gate
o 4 x 0.22uF, 400V Jensen paper @ 4 x 0.22uF, 630V Jensen paper @ . .

in oil in oil 2A3 PSE chassis and base plate (without face plate), slight flaw
1 e=m .
u KiT6550 Upgrade kit KaT34 Upgrade kit on paint work, can hold | x 120 lam,2 x 78 lam E/| trans-

I x 100K Alps blue Potentiometer 2 x 1000uf, 16V Black Gate former, 3 x octals and 4 x UX4s, hardwired. Price - £50.00
: 2 x 2200uF, 16V Black Gate 4 x 100uf, 50V Black Gate

4 x 100uF, 00V Black Gate 4 x 0.22uf, 630V Jensen paper @
m 4 x ?-22uﬁ 630V Jensen paper in oil Kel84 chassis and base plate (Without face plate), slight flaw on

in oi

3008 PSE Upgrade kit paint work, can hold | x 78 lam, 2 x 29 lam E/ transformers

u KaT6550 Upgrade kit 2 x 470uf, 16V Black Gate and 6 x B9A. Price - £40.00
pre—— 2 x 2200uF, 16V Black Gate 4 x |00uf, 100V Black Gate ’
h 4 x 100uf, 100V Black Gate 2 x 0.22uF, 630V Jensen paper in oil

4 x 0.22uf, 630V Jensen paper 2 x 0.47uF, 630V Jensen paper in oil . . : : :
o " 4 x 35A Bridge Rectifier KBPC3502 Audax drive unit, HM|30Z0, aerogel, 5 inch mid/base unit
; 4 x 4700uf, 16V UK price £35.00 each

5687 valves, double triode
UK price £7.00 each

Kit34 chassis - UK price £50.00 each

Plo. fax/tel
00 44 (0) 1908 27158356
Za onder

"KiT34 Upgrade Kit"

Mains transformers & Chokes)
. 3008 PSE ins E/l t former TRANS | mains toroidal transformer
KITE550/KAT6550 mains transformers 130mm(R) x 9omm(w) x | 1omm(d). 35mm dia,x SOmm(h), Secondaries: OVL370V. | SOmA/OV-6.3V.3.5A

2 inch stack, | 30mm(h)x120mm(w)x | 3Smm(l) drop through fitting 4= 0" htl on fitting with zinc cap. O e  Bommiw A
i mnclop econ ’,’;‘f‘,‘ﬁ%"é"%ﬁ@" SRORKRITER! ST drop Crough Ao W ScB, <0 ov. sov 25mAVDV:SV. R 10K oA ) el

-3 15V, 94, suitadle for ciopeatian 1.2A/0V-5V, 1. 2A/0V-5V,3A/3.15V-0V-3.15V,0.4A suitable for
KEL84 mains transformer 1201240V operation KEL84 E/l choke

1.5 inch stack, 90mm(h)x 80mm{w)x 95mm(d) drop through fitting O-SSO::ih stack, 490mm(h)x 35mm(d)x 70mm(w) clamp fitting, 1H.

with zinc cap. Secondaries: 0V-240V 300mA, 3.1 5V-BV-3.|5 . 5.5A, 1(3%%8"2 :I?:T 2;:1;?&?}“5::;:;:%:??;5 e_rol\c/_aﬂ)ssu\;‘asgeoﬂNov_IN 2

suitable for 120/240V operation 100mA/3.15V-0V-3.15V.7.5A, suitable for 120/240V operation PSU-I| EN . |
KIT88/KAT88 mains toroidal transformer T — 40mm(h) x 35mm(d) x 70mm (w) clamp fitting. | SH, 20mA
| O oS Iy roomAJOV-2TV.  80mm dia. x 35mm(h). Secondaries: OV-| 65V.7SmAV3. | SV-OV- KIT34/KAT34 mains transformer
5 /-3.15V.9A, suitable for operation 3.15V.1A, suitable for 120/240V operation 25 inc_ltrhsqck. Izosr:m(h;xl'ISngsm W)Xg\slm?gl/g{)%p %?\?ghs'\i/b
unj { INC cap,yecondaries L - 3 m, - A
KIT34/KAT 34/KIT6550/KAT6550 choke PSU-Il mains toroidal transformer BAT3ISV 20V 5 TSV, 7 SA Suitable for 120/240V operation.

1.25 inch stack, 65mm(h)x |05mm(w) with fitting holes x 60mm(d). gGr'dia. x 35mm(h). Secondaries: OV-270V.60mA/OV-10V.2A.
clamp fitting, 2.5 H. BSSmA suitable for IZO'B operation ’ )
r

‘VOUVt_Eut transformer;\; :(rl:nss;é'(meﬂr?‘ E/l 14% tapped Ultra Linear push-pull output | Printed circuit boards
=t — ————— — ri a — - N y
2 inch stack, 80mm(w)x95mm(i)x | 00mm(h). drop through fitting
KIT6550/KAT6550 Efl 16% TAPPED UL push-pull output P :
transformer 2 inch stack, 80mm (w) x 95mm(l) x {BOmm{r {g‘h zinc cap. Primary-secondary 6.4K, 's’z UL taps, Secondal Kel84 Printed Circuit Board 280mm(w) x 13Smm()x |.émm(d). |

mm(h), d
through fitting with zinc cap. Primary-secondary 4.5K, |6,£ blmp 6C’}\n;' max output 34watts, max current 1 50mA, valves EL34. 6L6,

e R B s s 1
., Max cul . S, y .
) ro%sg(ﬂgﬁmmsm Kei34 Printed Circuit Board 140mm(w) x 310mm(l) x 2.4mm(d).
KEL84 EA Uitra Linear push-pull output transformer Primary-secondary 4K - 4 x é4ohms — .
L Ww)x 76mim(d) Primary - seondary. 8K \jinginge max ofp- Iwatts, max current-25mA valves-ECL83 etc [EEEaPHnted Circuit Board (a pair) 120mm(w) x

1.25 inch stack, 76mm(h
with 12.5% UL tap - 8ohms, max o/p-15watts, max current 150mA

valves EL84 etc HDB83 Printed Circuit Board 140mm(w) x 160mm(l) x |.6mm(d). l,

Pre-ll E/l driver transformer

B0mm(w)x60mm(l) x65mm(h). 6:1 step down transformer, max -

KIT88/KATS8 E/l push-pull output transformer nmm 105mm{) l_
80mm’w)x95mm(l)x‘l’00mr?1(h). Primary-secondary 10K - current- ?OmA valves-6922 etc pre-amp (W) % ]
max o

stage
8ohms, 3008 PSE E/f parallel single ended oﬁgput transformer

p-40watts, max current-| 60mA 'valves-KT88, 6550, EL34 130mm(h) x 95mm(w) x | ISmm(d). PRE-II Printed Circuit Board 105Smm(w) x 130mm(l) x |.6mm(d,

drop through fitting with zinc cap. P g
Prineary ||éh50cor§dary 8R, ou:a;ut i mw Board 105Smm{w)x I

Hi-Fi World in Malaysia at Millennium Hi-Fi & Av. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Hi-Fi World is now distributed through good bookshops and newstands in Malaysia. For back issues,
general enquiries and advertising, contact Simon Chang at Millennium Hi-Fi & Av.

Also available are products by World Audio Design,
Michell, Trichord, Lowther and ReThm loudspeakers.

Millennium Hi-Fi & Av
500-1-3 First Floor, Wisma Indah (Shen Court),
Jalan Tun Razak 50400 K.L.

tel: 603 9283 8171 fax: 603 9281 3762

137 Jalan Pendekar 2, Taman Skudai Baru, 81300 Skudai, Johor DT
tel: 607 554 5171 fax: 607 554 7645

e-mail: info@millennium-avdio.com
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These are expert kits, not for the inexperienced. You must be able to solder and read a circuit diagram. The valve kits
contain lethal voltages. We cannot be held responsible for any errors arising from the construction of these kits.

% _"gn.co. uk

amplifier kits descripticn order No. qty overseas O
(|nc vat & carriage)  (exc. vat & carriage) q

Kec!82 valve amplifier kit (with valves)(available 01/12/02) Kecl82 (with valves) a £195.00 £170.00 -

2A3 PSE valve integrated amplifier kit (with valves) 2A3 PSE (with valves) a £550.00 £471.00 Q

2A3 PSE valve integrated amplifier kit (without valves) 2A3 PSE (without valves) Q £450.00 £385.00

KaT6550 valve power amplifier kit (with valves) KaT6550 (with valves) Q £580.00 £495.00

KaT6550 valve power amplifier kit (without valves) KaT6550 (without valves) Q £450.00 £380.00 m

KaT 6550 upgrade kit KaT 6550 upgrade a £120.00 £105.00

KiT6550 valve integrated amplifier kit (with valves) KiT8550 (with valves) Q £595.00 £510.00 :

KiT6550 valve integrated amplifier kit (without valves) KiT6550 (without valves) a £465.00 £395.00

KIT 8550 upgrade kit KiT 6550 upgrade ] £130.00 £110.00 n

KAT34 valve power ampilifier kit (with valves) KAT34(with valves) W] £480.00 £410.00 -1

KAT34 valve power amplifier kt (without valves) KAT34(without valves) Q £415.00 £354.00

KaT34 upgrade kit KaT34 upgrade a £120.00 £105.00 o

KiT34 valve integrated amplifier kit (with valves) KiT34 (with valves) a £495.00 £420.00

KiT34 valve integrated amplifier kit (without valves) KiT34 (without valves) a £430.00 £365.00 n

KiT 34 upgrade kit KiT34 upgrade a £130.00 £110.00

KelB84 valve integrated amplifier kit (with valves) Kel84 (with valves) Q £278.00 £237.00 Q

KelB4 valve integrated amplifier kit (without valves) Kel84 (without valves) a £248.00 £212.00

KelB4 upgrade kit Kel84 upgrade Q £100.00 £85.00 /)]

PSU Il power supply unit module PSU -1l Q £195.00 £167.00 -

PRE Il pre-amplifier module PRE - Il a £195.00 £167.00

PHONO - 1l phono stage module (with valves) PHONO i CI £110.00 £95.00

PAS 1l passive pre-amplifier module with 10K or S0K attenuator (pis specify) PAS |l a £215.00 £185.00

Moving Coil step up transformers MC - step up (pair) Q £80.00 £68.00

HD83 Valve Headphone amplifier kit (with valves) HD83 (with valves) a £195.00 £167.00

300B PSE Valve Monobloc amplifier kit (with valves) - a pair 300B PSE (with valves) ] £1177.00 £1002.00

300B PSE Valve Monobloc amplifier kit (without valves) - a pair 300B PSE (no valves) a £875.00 £745.00

300B PSE Upgrade Kit - a pair 300B PSE upgrade kit a £150.00 £130.00

parts description order No. qty uk overseas
(inc vat & carriage) (exc. vat & carriage)

2A3 PSE mains transformer 2A3 PSE mains T Q £115.00 £98.00

KiT/KaT6550 mains transformer 6650 mains T B £120.00 £105.00

KiT34 mains transformer KiT34 - mains T £100.00 £85.00

Kel84 E/I mains transformer Kelg84 - mains T Q £60.00 £47.00

HD83 mains toroidal transformer HD83 - mains T g £39.00 £34.00

PSU-Il mains toroidal transformer PSU-Il - mains T a £39.00 £34.00

300B PSE E/I mains transformer 300B - mains T (each) Q £115.00 £98.00

KiT34 E/I chokeKiT6550 E/I UL KiT34 - choke ] £40.00 £34.00

Kel84 E/l choke Kel84 - choke Q £20.00 £17.00

KiT6550 choke KiT6550 choke g £40.00 £34.00

300B PSE choke 300B - choke g £40.00 £34.00

2A3 PSE choke 2A3 PSE choke g £40.00 £34.00

PSU-1I E/l choke PSU-choke a £20.00 £17.00

KiT6550 E/t UL push pull output transformer (4 ohm? or 8ohm?) 6550 - O/P T (pair) Q £130.00 £112.00

KiT34 E/I UL push pull output tranformer (4ohm? or 8ohm?) 34 - O/P T (pair) a £130.00 £112.00

Kel84 E/I push-pull output transformer (4 ohm? or 8ohm? Kel84 - O/P T (pair) Q £90.00 £78.00

2A3 PSE parallel single ended output transformer 2A3 PSE O/P T (pair) Q £130.00 £112.00

HD83 E/I single ended output transformer HD83 - O/P T(pair) 9 £100.00 £86.00

Pre-Il E/ driver transformer PRE-Il - driver T(pair) a £80.00 £68.00

300B PSE E/I output transformer(4 ohm? or 8ohm? 300B - O/P T (each) a £110.00 £94.00

KelB4 Printed Circuit board Kel84 - PCB a £30.00 £25.50

Kel34 Printed Circuit Board Kel34 - PCB a £12.00 £11.40

Kel80 Printed Circuit Board Kel80 - PCB(pair) g £52.00 £44.65

HD83 Printed Circuit Board HD83 - PCB a £20.00 £17.00

PSU-II Printed Circuit Board PSU-Il - PCB a £20.00 £17.00

PRE-II Printed Circuit Board PRE-Il - PCB Q £20.00 £17.00

PHONO-II Printed Circuit Board PHONO-iI - PCB g £20.00 £17.00

Tag board 2 x 16 connections (hard wiring) TAG a £4.00 £3.00

Alps blue audio grade 50K dual log potentiometer ALPS - 50K ] £14.00 £12.00

Alps blue audio grade 100K dual log potentiometer ALPS - 100K a £11.00 £12 00

Stepped attenuator with resistor pack 10K of 50K (pis specify) Attenuator + resistor pack g £75.00 £65.00

LCR 22.5uF 440Vdc polypropylene capacitors LCR - 22.5U g £10.00 £8.50

Jensen 0.47uF 630Vdc paper in oil capacitor JEN - 0.47U 630V a £20.00 £17.00

Jensen 0.22uF 630Vdc paper in oil capacitor JEN - 0.22U 630V a £16.00 £14.00

Jensen 0.22uF, 400V paper in oil capacitor JEN - 0.22U), 400V g £12.00 £10.20

Black Gate 4700uF 16Vdc electrolytic BG - 4700U 16V a £16.00 £13.60

Black Gate 100uF 100Vdc electrolytic BG - 100U 100V a £10.00 £8.50

Black Gate 470uF 16Vdc electrolytic BG - 470U 16V a £8.00 £7.00

Black Gate 1000uF, 16V electrolytic BG - 1000U 16V g £8.00 £6.80

Black Gate 100uF, 50V electrolytic BG - 100U 50V a £6.00 £5.20

Black Gate 2200uF, 6.3V electrolytic BG - 2200U 6.3V ] £12.00 £10.20

650V safety gloves (a pair) SAFETY GLOVES d £14.00 £12.00

2A3 PSE/6550/34 cage 2A3 PSE/34/6550 cage Q £80.00 £68.00

World Audio Design Amplifiers fully built from Malaysia

Order from our Far East Distributor: ~ Millenium Hi-Fi & AV

Title Description Price (exc. Title Description Price {exc.
VAT + Carriage) VAT 4+ Camiage)
1:£ 40W %_34 integrated §S90-OO rBao 80W EL34 mo:\n?bloc gé; gO 080 137 Jalan Pendekar 2, Taman Skudai Baru, 81300 Skudai, Johor DT, Mataysia
1 36W KT88 integrated 895.00 'A11  Valve pre-amplifier y b - 3 N il iari
P2OA 20W 5881 power amp  £795.00 ek YorPAI1 £19900 Tel: 07 554 5171 - Fax: 07 554 7645 - email:mha8@pd.jaring.my

order information Tel/Fax: 01908 218 836

NAME: | enclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable
) to Worla Audlo Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa /Switch/ Solo

ADDRESS: s — Please debit my account no:
E— N R R R R )
POSTCORE: _ o~ o Expiry Date'__ __ __ Signature:
COUNTRY: (Switch/Solo only) Valid Date: IssueNo.__ ( DLL )
TEL. (DAY): (Visa/Mastercard only) Security number - last three digits of number on signature strip. L

Prices were correct at time of print, 01/01/02 they are subject to change.
It you wish for a built tem, please phone for a quote / Valves included except where otherwise stated.)lf you would iike a data sheet on any of the kits, please write a ‘D in the qty box

WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd. accept no responsibility for kits, parts or moddications made or supplied by third parties.Order on our websie www.workdaudiodesign co.uk
Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PLIBLICH-® J .LTU l( 1 S0erty Garomrs. Newagort Pagrell WMten Keynes Bucks MK OEE

T O 0k J1E8n0E - IS o I RO Y JIN
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World Audio WORLD AU

WE HAVE OVER 30 TITLES
ON OFFER!!!

s . Practical Electronic Fault-Finding
Build your own High-End Audio Pramcal and Troubleshooting

Electronics made Simple High-end Audio Equipment
. 4 : . by Robin Paln
ELECTRONICS by lan Sinclair ) Equipment by Elecktor ! ) HCC[I'O]’I]C This book explains the basic techniques
MADE SIMPLE This books covers the basic theory and Build your own High-End Audio equip- Falllt Fmdlﬂ ﬂﬂd needed to be a troubleshooter, using only
' principles of electronics. A good read ment contains construction projects for g . basic equipment: a digital multimeter and
A for the beginner. solid state preamplifiers and power Troub]eshoo[lng an oscilloscope. Simple circuit examples
Code No 1420 amplifiers, active cross-over filters, an

are used to illustrate principies and con-
cepts fundamental to the process of fault
finding.

240pp, Paperback Code No. 1430
£20.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

active subwoofer, a mono/stereo
compressor and a headphone amplifier.
Code No. 1390

£14.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

£12.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

VY

[ W

The Joy of Audio Electronics

Build your own Electronic Test
by Charles Hansen

T suat your own The LP is back

1 Instruments .
Electronic test by Electktor :Y Audio Amatures o This is a fail-safe guide to the pleasures of
Instruments This book contains designs for |7 our complete guide to LP care and hands-on electronic construction. This

maintenance designed to offer you
everything useful for those who love
and enjoy this older music medium.
This covers the theory and care of
LPs and the electronics and mechan-
ics of its players. . "

projects in the future.
I58ppifapeibagk’, Code]NotI 620 124pp Paperback, Code No.1650
£8.00 + £2.00 P&P (UK) ‘ ‘ £10.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

book covers test and measurement pro-
jects, how to build simple kits. safety
issues. the workplace. theory and
resources.A must for the beginner who
plans to build more advanced electronic

measuring instruments, seven generators
and analysers, ten miscellaneous instru-
ments and a number of test ancillaries
and auxiliaries. The designs range from a
stmple multicore cable designs contain a
special printed circuit, drawing of which
are given in an appendix.

Code No. 1400

£15.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Audio/Radio Handbook RCA Receiving Tube Manual

GEC Audio Tube Data A 5 i ;
Full of data and circuits concerning By Nationat SG“'CO"_GUCIO' ) Tefhmral Series RC-14 )
the three most well known MO National Semiconductor’s manual & an @ This book presents RCAs commercial valve
Valve power tetrodes. the KT66, essental aid to engineers and expertenced line-up as k was n 1940.The manual covers vaive
KT77 and KT88. (the KT77 was hobbyists i the applicabon of Navonalis RCA terminology. Techniology and apphicaoon, vave
T GEC sanswer to Mullard's EL34) and fine of consumer audio and radio ICs. Not i testing and then a larger section gving some cir-
PLIS Proe, Cutpm some data on the PX4 and PX25 only does #t hold comprehensive data of AMIE curt ideas and plenty of data on numerous valves.
triodes. The first section concerns "‘e"_c‘ but discusses theory aspects of eg 6L6, 6N7,6SN7.
preamplifiers of various types, with amplifiers and pre-amps and covers elec-
information regarding equalisation, wOnK pancpals. 255pp Paperback, Code No. 1800
tone controls. filters and suchlike. £13.95 + £2.00 p&p (UK)
An excellent book for all valve 200pp, Code No. 1810 » -
[ — - ficadsh £13.95+£2.00 P&P (UK) —

Paperback Code No. 1780
£14.95 + £2.00 (UK)

Glass Audio Projects - 17 Vacuum
Tube Designs

This book features 17 valve profect,
designed. tried and tested by some of the

An Approach to Audio Electronic Valves
in Audio Frequency Amplifiers

by E. Rodenhuis

Discussing the use of valve data. the func-

Understanding Hi-Fi Circuits
by N.H. Crowhurst
Originally published in 1957. Discusses all

aspects of ampifiers, pre-ampifiers and equali- best authors state side. Designs such as a uon of different amplifier stages and
savon circurtry, well wrtten. easy to under- 3008 push-pull amp. a 33 power amp a includes detailed descriptions of eight
stand. The author does concentrate on vave 6528 sngle ended.a 3008 paraliel single- designs. A wealth of practical data, mea-

ended amp. a6C33C-B single ended amp,
a 70W KTB8 push-pull amp. a 2A3 sgle

surements and interesting features will be

arcuits, o no transistors here,
found. A very good read.

Paperback, 224pp Code No. 1820 MW»‘DWaWN mforma- Paperback 147pp, Code No. 1520
Price £13.95 + £2.00 UK p&p - | von is provided s0 most projects can Price £12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)
bebudkt from scratch.

Paperback T3pp. Code 1790,
€8.00 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

The Best of Audioneditorial projects Audio Reality
by Luciano Marci - —— Vacum Tube Amplifiers by Bruce Rozenblitz
. allman nvestigates conductors, skin effect, imped-
This book contains six excellent audio proyects - s — 4 LN U ig d I: tect, imped
. This book is a well known reference ance, interconnects. speaker cables, balanced
a high sensitivity speaker; a superb tbe pre-amp,
a 2A3 amlifier design.a prof the R Vecwowm Node valve text book and is assembled lines, transmission lines, isolation transform-
Amplifiess from pieces by ten knowledgable ers. tubes. acoustics and much more. Also,

6C33CB and two projects using 3008s as output
valves. Overall the book s a fabulous read.
62pp.paper back book code 1750

Incdhudes 6 excellent detaled valve design projects,
80watt OTL. 25watt OTL, grounded grid pre-
amp, | 50watt amp., 6550 SE amp.and a

authors. An absolute bible when it
comes to valve electronics.
734pp. Paperback, Code 1770

£12.00 + £2.00 UK p+p
£29.95 + £ 4.30 P&P (UK) grounded grid cascode phono preamp.
— Paperback 128pp, Code No. 1640
————
— Price 21.50 + 2.50 P&P (UK)
Build your own Audio Valve Amplifiers
4. DEXETM Fundamentals of Radio-Valve by Rainer Zur Linde :::';l:::;:be Gircuitslogario
Fundamentals| Wechnique b= o e Lol L Includes full designs for eleven power and
of ). Deketh for preamplifers, power amplifiers and controlampsincluding 5-20, using valves
7 This is part of the philips technical series two amplifiers for musical instruments ) to .
Rad’e- Valve written in 1947 it was one the most author- aimed at the practical audio/hi-fi enthu- ?::‘:::f: :;o;:,;;h:s:‘: ::‘tolr;:l SUALE
Tedlnlque itive and comprehensive treatments of the siast, it offers much information on the 142pp 8" : 10" P: erbackp (‘::‘ie 1030
nature and function of the vaccum tube. operation of efectron tubes, while the (IJP9P5 +£2.00 P&al‘: (UK)
534pp, Paper back first chapter gives a short history of . i
Code No. 1630 the thermionic valve.
£21.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK) paperback, 251 pp, Code No.1320
[Ry— £14.95 + 2.50 P&P (UK)
2000 MATEOR PRESS.

The Beginner’s Guide to Tube Design

by Bruce Rozenblitz

This book takes a comprehensive look at
tube audio design. It explains how vacuum
tubes work and how to design with them.
Rozenblit covers stabilisation and testing. a
description of 13 famous and classic ainps
and preamps and how to work effectively as a
designer. A hands-on guide to construction
technigues. tools and choosing components
and tubes is provided. 1997,

132pp Paper back Code No. 1340
£15.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Valve & Transistor Audio
Amplifiers

by J L Hood

Describes the earfiest valve amps to the
latest solid state design. It is the com-
plete world guide to audio amp design.
Other contents: active & passive com-
ponents, amplifiers. pre-amplifiers and
power supplies.

250pp., Paperback , Code No. 1530
£20.99 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

The Williamson Amplifier

by D.T.N. Williamson.

Offers practical advice on how to build and
set up the amplifier for best results.

40pp Paper back

Code No. 1040

£9.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)
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DIO LIBRARY

ORDER 4 BOOKS & OVER & PAY ONLY £7.00 FOR P&P (UK ONLY)

Manuale HI-Fi a valvole Schemario 1°
This book is dedicated to self makers and

Getlng the qwst sut of Vasuum
Tubes

Modern High-Eid Valve Amplifiers
Based on Toroidal Output

o Hi-Fi tube engineers. With a wealth of by Robert B.Tomer Transformers
circuit diagrams from some of the best From the cover, "Types and causes of tbe by Menno van der Veen
valve amplifiers, pre-amplifiers and phono failures, what to expect from tubes, testing Explains the whys and wherefores of

equipment progucers in the world.
Including. Audio Research, Altec, Conrad
Johnson,Art Audio, Luxmian, Carver,
Dynaco, Electrovoice, Leak, Macintosh,
Marantz, Quad, Radford. Quick Silver,
numerous OTL designs, Verdier,VTL and
Western Electic. Well worth the money.
208pp. Paperback Code No. 1720
£44.00 + £4.00 P&P (UK)

First In High Fidelity

designs of the day. There are
also numerous anecdotes and

270pp Paperback

LOUDSPEAKER BOOKS

mathgds and all about tuba maintenance
programs,” This book is intended to offer
ouplanatione of why tubes faill and what to
do about it. Discussions of catastrophic and
degeneratve failures: selecting tubes and
tube types and testing and predicting tube
performance.

160pp Paperback, Code Na 1710

£13.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Basic Theory and

military as a text book In
their electronis department.
Superbly written 1t con-
tainns all you need to know,
215pp Paperback

Sylvania Technical Manuai

Sylvania’s devices including
charts and diagrams. A master
index is found in the front of
the book for reference.

St6pp Paper back

Testing Loudspeakers+

by Joe D’Appolito

Joe D'Appolito, loudspeaker designer and
consultant. has written the definitive text on
testing loudspeakers. Dr. D'Appolito brings
his expertise to the subject and provides
you with a hands-on discussion of testing
drivers and systems. He brings you the the-
ory and physics behind loudspeaker testing
in this volume,

Paperbark

Code No, 1580

£24.95 + £3.00 P&P (UK)

Bullock On Boxes

by Robert M, Buliock NI

Using Thiele-Small parameters clearty, it
offers lots of heipful tables and graphs to get
to grips with the sizing of the box and port
of a reflex

loudspeaker,

T2pp 81/2” x 11" Paperback

Code No. 1100

£12.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur Loudspeaker Projects
A collection of the 25 best speaker articles
published in the Audio Amateur throughout
the 1970s, this popular book is proof that
great designs are never out of date. This
volume is a rich source of theory, practice
and design.

-

.),/

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and
Construction

by Ronald Wagner

Step by step gwde to the design and con-
strucuon of a full range electrostatic loud-
speaker, including basic operatng principles.
Strongly recommended for those wanting
to either build, repair and/or restore, or
who are just interested in electrostatics.
243pp 7" x 9 5/8” Paperback

Code No. 1080

£16.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

R ON-

audiodes

Loudspeakers: The Why and How of
Good Reproduction

by G.A. Briggs

An easy to understand book on building
foudspeakers, using empirical techniques
that pre-date computer analysis. Strongly
recommended for beginners.

ACOUSTICS
YCHORCOUSTICS

wroidal sutput transformers at various
technical levels. Discussed extensively
within this book arc designs fer amplifiers
from 10 to 100 watts. Finally, the author
gives some attention to a number of
special valve amplifiers. and to the theory
and pracuce of negative feedback.
250pp Hard back Code No. 1670
£24.95 + £3.30 P+P (UK)

Valve Amplifiers

The Products and History = ~L°%  Application of Electron by Sylvania Electric (second edition)

of H.). Leak & Co. Ltd. Tubes Products Inc by Morgan Jones, Audio
by Steven Spicer R S—— A US Army & Navy This 13th edition contains Engineer

This book s the unique and e Publication data on more than 3300 elec- This book allows those with a
comprehensive story about » . .- This book is an excellent tron tubes and semiconduc- limited knowledge of the field
one of the world's best high- introduction into vaives. It tor devices. Reprinted here o understand both the theo-
fidehty audio companies. does just about everything without the TV picture tube ry and the practice of valve
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The Loudspeaker Design
Cookbook, éth edition (new) -

by Vance Dickason
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parameters.

288pp 81/2” x 111/2” Paperback
Code No, 1090

£29.50 + £4.00 P&P (UK)

Hom Loudspeaker Design

by Mr . Dinsdale

A collection of papers by Mr | Dinsdale. that
discuss the design and theory of this wonder-
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detailed drawangs of numerous design, indud-
ng some Lowther dassics. Alsa, incuded with
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210mm x 300mm
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£29.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics 2nd Edition
by David M. Howard & James Angus.

An MTOdUCIon to aCoustics, covenng human
perception of sound, notes and harmony, mus-
cal dynanmics, timbre of musical instruments,
acoustic model for musical instruments. hear+
ing musk: different environments, deceiving the

13Spp 81/2” x 11" Paperback 88pp S1/2"” x 81/2” Paperback ear and processing sound electronscally.
Code No. 1550 Code: 1070 Wdpp 24 x 8%
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Code: 1370
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classic cuts

The Beach Boys’ Pet Sounds was good — but Surf’'s Up was better, had far more to

say and was arguably their Sgt Pepper, opines Andy Giles.

et’s get this straight — the

Beach Boys were not

Rock’'n'Roll. You can’t be

short-haired, tanned,

wear Hawaiian shirts, surf

and be straight to reason-
ably expect qualification for a life in
the same lane as Led Zeppelin or The
Rolling Stones. Nor sing songs softly
with high note harmonies and refer-
ences to God and how He only
knows what a guy would be without
a swimsuit beach babe. That's how
The Beach Boys started. But, by 1971,
when the much-ignored Beach Boys’
Surf's Up album hit the streets, things
were a little different. Beards and
kaftans, drugs and Buddhism, all had
invaded the foam and sand of sun-
drenched clean-cut coastline
America.

The Beach Boys’ 1966 Pet
Sounds was a classic (although now
hopelessly overrated) but, a year later
the band got lost a little during the
‘Summer of Love’ and the release of
The Beatles peeriess Sgt. Pepper. The
Beach Boys just couldn’t compete,
despite a spirited attempt with the
Smiley Smile LP, containing the
brilliant Heroes and Villains, that year.
They then went quiet, suing record
companies, doing drugs and religion
and, not surprisingly, getting badly

mixed up. Released in July 1971, Surf's
Up. in which both those two

Hi-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO MARCH 2003

impostors played no small part, was
an unwitting rebirth. Now regarded
by many as The Beach Boys final
album of any worth, it was never
universally praised. The later (1974)
Endless Summer was the real post
Pet Sounds Beach Boys success.
Endless Summer this is not, but it is a
fascinating album for all that — and
for me the Beach Boys’ best.

They were in turmoil, as has
been said. Trying to shake off the
dated image of surfing good guys was
not easy and the band felt un-
regarded and unfashionable — which
they were. The title Surf’s Up could
just imply an ending of the old ways
and the cover artwork speaks
volumes; painted in sombre blues and
greens, a Quixotic figure sprawls
heavily on an emaciated horse. Look
carefully — and is that a beach at
night, with the steed, Rocinante,
sipping at the sea?!

The most appealing moments of
musical grain are provided by the
sporadic use of synthesisers. In
terms of its message, Surf’s Up
ostensibly addresses pressing
environmental, social and health
issues.Very laudable. Here, the sun-
kissed psychedelica that ephemerally
appeared on Smiley Smile came to
fruition. It’s not a psychedelic album
by any manner of means — but it goes
deep, of that there’s no doubt. Take
the quirky old-time America
references so well manifested in the
track Disney Girls. The ironic
juxtaposition of Bruce Johnston's
Disney Girls beside Mike Love's
Student Demonstration Time
mirrored the ragged emotions of the
band as much as rapidly changing
American culture. Johnston's elegy to
the sugary innocent neighbourhood
lifestyle of the post-war US era was
wistful remembrance, beautifully
conveyed; Love's piercing lyrics about
state violence towards radical
students (Based on Riot in Cell
Block Number 9) were in stark
contrast, to say the least.

LG RUIS IO

Don't Go Near the Water and
Lookin' at Tomorrow (A Welfare
Song) are as much expressions of the
group’s fortunes as they are upon the
world's, but the most moving section
of Surf’'s Up is Brian Wilson's three-
song contribution at the album’s end,
obviously Beatle influenced {(Abbey
Road springs to mind). Wilson was
feeling isolated and, of the trio, the
first two tracks record his
acquiescence to departure. A Day in
the Life of a Tree opens with the
lines, Feel the wind burn through my
skin/ The pain, the air is killing me,
and on the gloomy keyboard driven
Til | Die, he mourns being a cork on
the ocean/ Floating over the raging
sea.

Which brings us to the final, title
song. It’s truly worth buying this
album for this track alone. Surf’s Up,
the track, was recovered from the
legendary discarded Smile sessions
and was apparently intended as The
Beach Boys A Day in the Life. Here it
shines through in all its glory, from
Van Dyke Parks' skewed lyricism to
the celestial "child is father to the
man” coda. Written in 1966 (the
lyrics bear little close inspection
unless you're suitably chemically-
prepared) Surf's Up, is a tour de
force of quasi-baroque psychedelia,
and most compelling. Carl Wilson
delivers a remarkably soulful
performance (despite the surreal
words), particularly at the song’s
most powerful central declaration of
Surf’s Up/ mm.. mm, which leads into
Brian Wilson’s coda - one of the
most stirring moments of his career.
Swathed in an abundance of contra-
dictions, Surfs Up defined the Beach
Boys' turbulent career better than
any other album. If you only want to
own one of their records — this is it.
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e all want to
hear a good,
solid bass
line under-
pinning a
rock track,

and an orchestra takes on size and

might when the timpani thunders.

And now there is DVD and SACD

to gives us even bigger, cleaner high

fidelity explosions. But is it

possible to get really

good bass in the home?

The subject comes up in

our reader’s letters this

month and I've seen a

few interesting discussions different sound and often

on the internet recently.

We all know from
experience that big
loudspeakers produce a lot of bass
and, technically, that is a simple but
true statement. The heart of the
problem is that as frequency
decreases increasing volumes of air
must be moved to maintain constant
sound pressure.

You can move a lot of air by
making a small cone travel over a big
distance and it has been tried, but it
is difficult to make a long throw
drive unit that can survive serious
power input without the (small)
voice coil overheating, or the cone
flying apart. And if that isn’t bad
enough, a small, hard working drive
unit suffers what's known as "bass
doubling”, or serious amounts of
second harmonic distortion, often in
excess of 10%. In a nutshell then,
small bass units are not a good idea.

By way of contrast a big bass
unit is a better match to the air load
upon it, suffering far less distortion
as a result. A big cone can move a
large volume of air easlly. Large
outdoor PAs, like the monsters used
at London’s Notting Hill Carnival
where |8in drivers in enormous
cabinets vibrate your body as you
walk past, demonstrate this
effectively.

Perhaps surprisingly, as the size
of a drive unit increases so does its

acoustic efficiency and so monster
bass bins - and big hi-fi loudspeakers
need less power than you might
imagine. For example, for their |5in
Professional woofers Audax quote
100dB sound pressure level (SPL)
from one watt input — much better
than hi-fi drivers, which manage
around 90dB.

The hi-fi industry has never

Horns and

transmission lines

do have a

an impressive one.

quite taken to |5in bass drivers like
this because they are too
humungous, although | do remember
having a Saturday job in one of
London’s Edgware Road hi-fi stores
eons past (early 1970s) and every
now and then the assistants would
scatter when a customer asked for a
Goodmans Magister. It sported a
massive 15in bass unit and weighed
a ton.

In those days 12in bass drivers
reigned supreme, in ‘speakers like
Goodmans Magnum K2 and the
Leak 600 — and they could produce
bass. Quite often it was soggy, but
not if your name was Tannoy and
you put a whopping |5in dual-
concentric into a large broom
cupboard and called it a Lancaster
or York. Awesome!

Nowadays, with computer aided
design we could produce killer bass
with 12in drive units but their days
are more or less over. Cost, weight
(i.e. shipping and packing cost) and
ugliness are the main drawbacks.
Another is stereo imaging and
overall cohesion. Broad fronted
cabinets give rotten stereo and
messy to non-existent imaging. It
was all very well in the days when
stereo meant drums in the left
channel and vocals in the right, but

WRILBER ORI eh i

times have changed and now we
need well designed, phase coherent
loudspeakers to produce solid,
believable images in defined
locations — not just anywhere. Big
bass drivers make this very difficult.

A good solution to this problem
is to mount two or more 8in
drivers, one above the other, in a
narrow cabinet. This gets close to
providing the same cone area as
one |2in unit (sorry about the
imperial units - it doesn’t sound
right in Metric!). The cabinet
remains reasonably narrow,
which limits its visual impact in
a room, as well as maintaining
good imaging. And, finally, two
drivers can handle much more
amplifier power. So if you want
plenty of bass, check out ‘speakers
like this.

| have said little about bass
quality, which is a pity — it needs a
book in itself. At present if you want
a generally clean, well defined sound
accompanied by real bass impact |
strongly suggest you get a
loudspeaker that can be sand filled,
like a Mordant Short 914. Sand
filling, using fine, dry silver sand from
a builders merchant, allows an
owner to add mass and damping —
and it does make a very big
difference.

Horns and transmission lines do
have a different sound and often an
impressive one, but again cost and
weight act against them these days.

The days of ‘good big uns’ have
gone (Tannoy Westminster Royal HE
excepted) and modern loudspeakers
don't really compare in terms of
bass slam, but quality subwoofers
(e.g. REL) go lower than ever, so it
isn't all bad news.

And, I've found, when you tell a
manufacturer that you had to sand
fill their loudspeaker for review
purposes they tend not to want to
send a lorry and two men to collect
them. So as far as I'm concerned the
loudspeaker industry is definitely
moving in the right direction! &
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specialist hi-fi dealers

THE INNOVATIVE HIFI, [
HOME CINEMA AND MULTI ROOM
RETAILER/INSTALLER

SERVING LONDON
FROM BATTERSEA

ORANGES & LEMONS |

, Friendly and efficient service
0% finance
JUICY FRUIT FROM LONDON'S FRESHEST RETAILER

|
ARCAM B&W CABLE TALK CASTLE CHORD
CREEK DENON EPOS LINN MARANTZ
NAIM NAD NEAT PMC QED REGA ROKSAN
ROTEL RUARK STANDS UNIQUE SOUNDSTYLE
YAMAHA XANTECH and many others

020-7924 2040

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11
website:oandlhifi.co.vk &D“MM

vﬂle Gate, W.Sussex BN11 1
(01903) 212133

hop with the best sound system i

Jnics - Friendty Advice - 3 Year G

Parking - Open Mon-Sat. 10am-!
Late Night Wed 7.30pm.
clude: Dynaudio, Ruark, Gradient.
le, Sonneteer, Kora, Cymbol, Talk
and many more... i

These And More Available From: s

Creek JM Labs
Epos Living Voice
Exposure Neat Acoustics

For A Demonstration & Expert Advice Call
| Stowmarket (01449) 675060

bSml. Farn,m

Hi-Ft & Home Cinema Cables & Accessorics
Mail Order Direct

Refresh your

We aim to provide a well chosen
selection of quality hi-fi and
accessories including

FM), ARCAM, B&W, NAUTILUS,
DYNAVECTOR, LINN, LOEWE, MERIDIAN,
M&K, NAIM, PIONEER, PROCEED, | Open:
NEAT, REGA, ROTEL, SHAHINIAN, Tues-Fn
YAMAHA + more 10.30am-
www.infidelity.co.uk T,

Iry‘ldellty

10am-6pm
INDECENTLY GOOD HI-FI

9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KTI 4DA
Tel: 020 8943 3530

SOUTH SOUTH WEST

SOUTH WEST ANALOGUE

SME - MICHELL - NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE -
LORICRAFT GARRARD - PROJECT - ORTOFON -
TUBE TECHNOLOGY 64bit Valve CD Player, Remote
Control Hybrld Integrated valve Amplitier CROFT
VOODOO (solation platforms/Loudspeakers,
Equipment Stands and T/Tumtable lift off Perspex Covers.
Record cleaning service - Secondhand equipment

01643 851 351

graham@southwestanalogue.fsnet.co.uk

e EAST B VALVES & TUBES
c\’c Chelmer Valve Company

Buy CVC. PREMIUM H1 - F1 valves direct from us.
All valves processed for improved performance.
We also have stock of MAIOR BRAND types inc.

MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, PHILIPS, etc.

les Baddow Park
helmsford n

an
Emmlx silesfe chelmenvabe.c

o ANDR,

system with

Discover the Tonik
Intertonnnect from KIMBER KARBLF

Features KIMBER's legendary tri-braid cable
geometry tg canZél interterenca, Hitra pure copper
eonductors with polyethylene insulation and
KIMBER's new Ultratike™ phono plug.

The Tonik glves a sound that is harmonically rich,
well balanced and smooth,

Wilh prices starting at just £45 tor a 0.5m pair it's
great value too.

o« TONIK!

Fur u FREE copy of ouif Mail Order catalogue or to order please call

UK FREEPHONE

quoting code AH33

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd.,FREEPOST NWWBB1A_ KENDAL LAR 9ZA
ThiL 1441011539 924308 P 144 190139 02000 Pavail: AM3 I ruscanarews. e WWW.FUssandrews.com
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LONDON

——
) —_—
27 BOND STREET, EALING
LONDON W5 5AS
TEL. 081 - 567 8703
Audio Analogue, Art Glass, Ash Designs, Avik, B&O,
B&W, Cabletalk, Chord Company, Creek, Denon, Epos,
Harman Kardon, Infinity, KEF, Lat, Marantz, Musical
Fidelily, NAD, Nakamichi, Nordost, Orelle, Onkyo,
Primare, Quad, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser,
SonicLink, Sound Style, Stands Unique, Striaghtwire,
Supra, Tag Mclaren, Target, Teac, Thorens, van den Hul.

10 - & pm Mon,, Tues., Friday & Sal.
Late night Thur., closed Wed.

Two demonstration rooms.
Free local delivery and instaflaton.
Repairs and Services

NORTH

Basically Slailatel

NORWICH @

Audio Analogue, Bryston,

Chord Co, Denon, Epos|
Naim Audio, PMC, Pro
Talk Electronics, Teac.

Audio Note and n

The Old Sch

School Road, Braco

Nr Norwich, Norfolk
Tel (01508)

ﬁ'(\\ BADA

SERVICES &

CONSULTANTS

Front End Problem?

contact

The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a
leg to get the best - listen to my
Koestsu - and Decca -eater.

Also agents for Croft, Hadcock,
E.AR. Michell &
Moth.

plus cartridge re-tipping service
020 8688 6565

Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

@ Service & Repairs

@ Volve & fronsistor omplifiers

atv

ATV SERVICES
® Hi-Fi VCR's

LEATHERHEAD """
01372 456921 ~

THE DIRECT DISC
VINYL VINYL VINYL
Thousands of records always in stock.

+ a full range of sought after compact discs.
Extensive search service for wanted albums.
Compivhensive 96 page Ml catnlogue
available at £1.50
Telephone / Fax 01992 447764
Or visit our web site on

www.directdisc.demon.co.uk
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hanks to the twin pow-

ers of DVD-A and

SACD the likes of

Marantz have declared

that 2-channel stereo

will be dead in a mat-
ter of years.

As they would never have dared
to do in Huxley's, “Brave New
World", I'm going to look at the
past and future here and,
as ever, put a retailers
perspective on events.

My own recollection
of surround sound begins
around the mid-late
eighties with Dolby
surround sound. Unlike
Quadraphonic it was
never really aimed at the
music market and hence,
never really taken all that seriously
by the hi-fi trade.

This changed, however, with the
introduction of Dolby Pro-Logic.
This was an enhanced version that
added a central 'speaker for
improved dialogue. One would
hardly have thought it would make it
more appealing to audiophiles yet,
for the first time, there was a
degree of promotion this way with
the prospect of Dolby Pro-Logic
music discs. As it happened, these
discs were few and far between, and
really only of curiosity value in any
case.

All the same events conspired
to make the format something of a
success. In the past, surround sound
units tended to be of the fearsomely
expensive Lexicon or Yamaha DSPI
type, or the truly low-fi, third
division, Japanese brands.

In 1989 Marantz (surprise,
surprise) launched the first
affordable Dolby Pro-Logic
processor, the £350 SP50. Whilst it
may not have exactly taken the
market by storm it was certainly a
landmark product. Not only did it
offer decent surround sound for
films, at a fair price, but it's timing
was perfect. It came at just the time

when Nicam stereo televisions were
coming on stream, and stereo
videos were finally being sold at a
reasonable price.This meant that
the early 1990's saw something of a
boom for AV as all the aspects
needed to make a decent, stereo
sourced, system came together. Even
Laser Disc players had fallen in price
and, whilst being an enthusiasts only

There are still
very few
multi-channel

amps that really do
justice to DVD-A and
SACD.

product, at least sold to a wider
number of such enthusiasts. Yet it
still wasn’t a patch, musically, on
traditional hi-fi, even when using the
finest Laser Disc machines.

From a retailer's point of view |
watched the interest in surround
sound actually fall away as the
nineties rolled on. At a point around
the election of the present
government it even looked as
though the whole surround sound
movement was on it's last legs.
Despite Yamaha's success in
constantly tweaking and improving
the breed, Pro-Logic seemed very
old hat, and Laser Disc had still to
make an impact on the mass market.
Talking from experience | well
remember there coming a time
when some retailers wondered
whether or not it had a future and
justified shelf space. Instead, many
turned to Lifestyle products.

As to what happened next, I'm
sure | hardly need remind you.
Dolby had quietly launched their
first digital system, Dolby Digital,
just months before DVD came
bursting onto the scene. Okay, so
the first DVD players and Digital
Dolby units didn't exactly rush out
of the door, yet it was a double

WG d Ragicilizisnis

whammy that really captured the
public’s imagination. Of course it
was still really a film based format,
but by improving the specification
still further DVD-Audio finally
provided a system that could even
impress audiophiles.

At about the same time, Sony
launched equally impressive SACD,
which could also work in a multi-
channel format.

Now we have decent modern
sources for surround sound music.
The trouble is that, at the moment,
the ancillaries haven't quite caught
up. Loudspeakers are generally OK
in terms of dynamic range, yet the
dispersion of rear 'speaker’s is still a
debatable issue. Should they be di-
polar, bi-polar or of a conventional
type when playing music in
surround sound?

Even further behind are
amplifiers. There are still very few
multi-channel amps that really do
justice to DVD-A and SACD. Of
course there's the odd exception
such as the Marantz PS/SMI7, yet
it's this area that could really see big
changes in the future. Traditional
audiophile hi-fi companies have been
talking about multi-channel amps
with no decoding built in for some
time now.

Interestingly, last month saw the
launch of the new £200 Alchemist
ADS500 amp. This is one of the first
budget amps to be marketed not as
a home cinema amp, but as a decent
stereo one with the potential for
multi-channel thanks to it's 5.1 input
and 'speaker outlets. Dolby Digital, it
should be noted, is not included, and
neither is DTS. It's the start of a
trend that could well mean in future
your typical NAD, Rotel and Arcam
amp will have 5.1 inputs and
'speaker outputs. Simply attach a
SACD or DVD-A player, five
'speakers and you'll have surround
sound at last worthy of the high
fidelity tag. The World Director of
Huxley's New World would, I'm
sure, be most impressed. &

MARCH 2003 HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO

13




14

HEAVY
oHIFT

David Price waxes lyrical about Sony's biggest, weightiest and most stunning

turntable ever, the TTS-8000.

he period of 1977-1980
was nothing less than
The Golden Age of
Japanese Turntables.
Marantz TT-1000,
Technics SP10, Denon
DP2000, Micro DDX-1000, Pioneer
PL-70L, Kenwood LO-7D,
Nakamichi TX-1000, Onkyo
PX-100M, Diatone LT-1 —
they were all stunning

feats of mechanical
engineering.
There'’s no con-
sensus as to which
machine is the
créme de la
créme of
Japanese
superdecks,
but the
machine you
see before you

is very probably it. Sony's TT-58000 is

an awesome.

The motor unit locks into the
separate plinth by four Allen bolts,
which is the first example of this
deck’s over-the-top approach to
construction. The reason is that at
20kg (for the motor unit alone),
gravity's pull does a very good job of
anchoring it down.The plinth is
made of a very inert, dead, concrete-
like material and adds an additional
20kg to the total mass. Inset into
the plinth is a large recess for an
armboard, which — very conveniently
— accepts Michell arm bases.
Underneath, four rubber feet
support the table-bending weight. So
solid is it all that vibration doesn't
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stand a chance — who needs springs
and grommets when your deck is
heavier than a JCB!

The 38cm platter carries
stroboscope indentations around its
perimeter for 33.3 and 45rpm — as

far as DD decks go it again weighs a

ton. The frontally mounted controls

offer instant ‘touch sensitive’ start
and stop operation (the platter spins
up in fractions of a second, as per all
self-respecting Japanese esoterica)
and power on/off. A flap lifts to
reveal switches for quartz lock
on/off and +/- 6% pitch — as per all
late seventies direct drives, vari-
speed was de rigeur due to
broadcast/transcription pretensions.
Inside lurks a brushless, slotless
motor the size of which you're
unlikely to see outside laundry-grade
washing machines. A quartz signal is
referenced against the actual speed
of the platter, which is sensed by a
tape head counting magnetic pulses
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imprinted on the platter’s inner rim.
The result is a Technics SP10-beating
0.015% wow and flutter figure.

The sound of this thing is
amazing. Frankly, its bass completely
blitzes anything to come out of the
UK during that period, LP12 and its

ilk included. It has a

solidity, grip, power,
weight and slam that
has you wondering
what has happened
to your speakers.
Further up, a very
clean and open
midband with a
soundstage of
‘architectural’
precision lends
the deck its
reference

tag. Treble is
open, smooth
and utterly uncluttered.True, the
Sony TT-S8000 does sound a tad
‘matter of fact’, lacking the LP12’s
superb joie de vivre, but in aimost
every other respect it completely
pastes it.

Unfortunately, decks of this type
aren't exactly ten a penny. Should
you ever find one, make sure it
starts and stops properly — the only
known weakness is the touch
sensitive control which can fail with
age.Think in terms of thousands of
pounds, and start your search in
Germany, which took far more than
the UK simply because its
audiophiles remained receptive to
the joys of Japan during this very
special period.



wenty five years ago,
fans of real hi-fi would
be running radically
different systems to
those of today. Any
self-respecting late
seventies audiophile who kept up
with the magazines of the
day would be doubtless
have a Pioneer PLI2 tak-
ing pride of place in his
‘music centre’, tracking a
Shure M75ED ‘magnetic’
cartridge at some infini-
tesimally small force. This
would feed something like
Trio's KA3700 amplifier - complete
with matching tuner - which would
huff and puff its muscular 25W per
channel into the woofers, midrange
drivers and tweeters of his teak
veneered Wharfedale Linton 3XPs.
The Pioneer CTF-4040 cassette
would, as far seventies music man
was concerned, be a miracle of
modern science, and doubtless be
engaged in recording all his friends'
stereo LPs.
If this sounds a touch tame
from 2003's point of view,

david price

player. Its sound, although okay,
would be nothing like that of ten
years earlier. The digital source
would have brought bags more
detail, better imaging precision and
copious amounts of treble energy,
at the expense of a slightly flat,

In the
mainstream
market DAB

could well catch on.

clinical sound.

By the late nineties, that
Pioneer cassette deck would be
ancient history - replaced in all
likelihood by a Sony MDS-JE300
MiniDisc player. Connected digitally
to his new Arcam Alpha 7 CD
player (which he bought for its
coaxial digital output), he could
continue his abiding interest in
‘music sharing' to his heart's desire.
His new pair of Mission 752
floorstanding loudspeakers would
be giving great service, offering

(superseding his now-obsolete Sony
MD machine), will be a Digital
Radio tuner.As Cambridge Audio's
DAB300 proves, this format is now
perfectly respectable for hi-fi buffs,
offering a smooth, clean sound
whether it's Talksport, LBC or
Radio Three you're listening to.
Products like this, costing a mere
£150, will succeed because they
really do give little away in sound
quality to your average equivalently
priced analogue design.

True - hook up a Leak
Troughline {(complete with new
decoder, so that it can actually
function with today's crowded
airwaves) to a huge roof mounted
twig and twenty yards of coax and
you'll get an obviously superior
sound. Fluid, warm and brilliantly
beguiling, DAB pales by comparison.
But that's not the point - in today's
‘plug and play' world, Digital Radio
works a treat. For most people,
most of the time, | can see it
catching on.

There will always be audiophiles
deadly serious about FM sound, but
in the mainstream market then

DAB could
- well catch
.:.', on. Thanks

— ot hu a - - to its
- — & .o O\ : superb ease

of use, the

remember
that this = -~
system
e
really 7 -
wouldn't ‘ -
have
sounded
half bad.

Granted, it would lack its modern
equivalent's focus, detail and
neutrality, but then again it would
probably be weightier, bouncier and
actually more musically engaging.
The interesting thing is that this
classic seventies system was the
last generation of all-analogue gear
- a decade later, eighties man would
probably have chopped the amp and
speakers in for a NAD3020 and
KEF Codas, and the turntable in for
something like a Yamaha CDX2 CD

considerably extended bass
response - even if they were not
quite as 'barrel chested' as his old
KEF standmounters, or even his old
Wharfedales for that matter.

By the middle of this decade, it
is likely that the last surviving
analogue sound source in our
notional audiophile's system will
have gone digital. Joining his Arcam
DVD-A player (bought to replace
his Alpha CD spinner) and Yamaha
CD-R HD 1300 hard disk recorder

Sotdk

process of

physically
tuning up and down the wave
bands, and of having to know the
actual frequency of the station
desired in order to find it. will soon
look as anachronistic as threading
quarter inch tape through the head
block, capstans and pinch wheels of
an open reel tape deck.We
analogue addicts have to 'wake up
and smell the coffee' - the digital
revolution is now happening to
radio too. &
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Things are not always what they appear to be.

Heart CD 6000 LE in Black

O o O o o -

i Heart CD 6000 LE in Champagne uilding a hand-calibrated machine from select and discrete
critical components is what defines true high-end and justi-
fies the price. At digital signal source stage, attention to

detall is critical. the smallest crrors are amplified by the time they
reach your loudspeakers. Now, at £699. there is an affordable
alternative to High Street CD players.

Heart Audio have supplied valves and made transformers in the
Netherlands for three generations spanning 80 years. For the
CD 6000 LE they start with a value-engineered product and add
critical components from the mains lead to the damped transport
and case through to the all important analogue output stage.
Everything after the D/A converters has been removed and
replaced with a circuit consisting of two long-life, cool-running
valves and four transformers.So we have no OpAmps after the
DACs!

Few selected dealers handle this individually-crafted product built
by engineers, not assemblers, because only ten units per month
have been allocated to the UK.

It’s what inside that counts!

UK Distributor:

Real Hi-Fi The Audio Salon Orpheus Audio The Audio Consultants
T: 0870 9096777 Glasgow, Scotland Greater Manchesier Berk, England
www.realhi-fi.com T: 0141 3575700 T: 01257 473175 T: 0118 9819891

/o7~ easier! 0 g

‘My tubes are impossible Gl]ﬂ
to get hold of’

Why cheoese TubE=Shep.Gonm

AV AV R DESS O PO
- Over 2,500 different tube types in stock at all times

2y (¢ ]
- We offer you the best prices around, Guaranteed
LB : ;
- UK's first fully online tube ordering system
S ‘ = - > ~- Expert matching service by PM Valve Labs
. -
v

- We sell only the world's BEST brands

| = ow jia
f =

- Next day delivery (if ordered before 3pm)

iy
«
:

- Free delivery (on all orders over £50)
- MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

- Trade enquires welcome

UBWAIRS B 1

76 HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO MARCH 2003 L GG ATEG TS



SIGN UP

Hi-Fi World checks out the Signature, the Chord Company's long awaited 'high end'

interconnect.

he Chord Company has

long been known to Hi-

Fi World as purveyors

of ‘real world' cable. By

this we don't mean

cheap and cheerful.
Whilst it's far more affordable than
much of the competition, it delivers a
superlative sound that's deeply root-
ed in musical involvement and a mix-
ture of enjoyment and essential
detail. And remember, this is a com-
pany whose top priced 'speaker cable
in just £17.99 a metre - well below
the starting price of many rivals'
ranges.

Until now the company's top of
the range interconnect was the
excellent Anthem with its distinctive
black twisted look at £275. Combine
this with the superb performing
Chorus, the next down at £200 and
it begs the question "why do Chord
need a £400 interconnect?” This is
easily answered after listening to it
but more of that later.

The Signature is a product that
the company had working on for
some time. However, unlike the
distinctive looking Anthem and
Chorus models, the Signature isn't
the prettiest puppy in the litter, but
then again who really buys
interconnect cable for the way it
looks? Despite the plain looks,
there's a lot going on inside. It's
described as a "parallel ultra high
performance design", the signal and
return is, unusually, one solid core
silver plated conductor measuring
0.403mm. Internal insulation is tape
wrapped Teflon. Chord use this
method as they say it allows the
diclectric to be applied to the
conductor at a lower temperature.
Also a greater diameter of dielectric
is applied which allows greater
spacing between the conductor and
screen. External insulation is again
Teflon in extruded form.

The shielding system of the
Signature is one of the keys to the
cable's performance, and a

contributing factor to its price. The
shielding is essentially three levels of
high quality material which consists
of a silver plated flat ribbon braid
(which gives a better level of
contact as opposed to the more
rounded braid) which is covered by a
spirally applied composite aluminium
tape interliner and finally a silver
plated round wire braid which all
results in a quoted shielding
efficiency in excess of 95dB.The
termination plugs are the same low
mass type as found on the Anthem
made with a high content of silver
solder. The crocodile clips poking out
from the side of the plugs are for
grounding purposes. Should you wish
to experiment with grounding the
option is there.

Sonic traits excluded, you're in
comparison here with the upper
reaches of the van den Hul and
Nordost ranges here which
(especially with the latter) runs into
extremely serious money. With high
quality audiophile standard
recordings the Signature immediately
showed the differences and
advancements over the Anthem.
There was more of a freshness to
the sound (not that the Anthem is by
any means tired sounding) and a
faster attack with leading edges of
notes and a greater sense of timing.
Butt essentially this was married to
Chord's traditional cohesion and
superb tonal balance. Massive
Attack's ‘Inertia Creeps' was a great
demonstration track in this respect.
The opening tom-toms were crystal
clear and wonderfully detailed, with a
highly realistic involvement. Unlike
other cables, though, there was no
tonal uplift or shift to push forward
this detail - bass was still fruity and
deep.

The Signature also has splendid
spatial traits. Mahler's 'Das Lied von
der Erde’ on Reference Recordings
had air and ambience aplenty and
again the tonal balance of the

massive orchestra was superlative.

www-hrtrworid-cotuk

Upper violin registers
were smooth and
sweet yet fresh and /
the woodwind
section was open
and realistic
sounding. But it's
not just with
audiophile
recordings that
the Signature
impresses. Putting
on the battered and
bruised sounding
eponymous Foo Fighters
first album, the Signature
pulled out all the drama, rhythm
and phrasing in the full-on tunes and
delivered and rollicking good session.
Actually it excelled with everything,
which again is the central to the
ethos of this most unblinkered of hi-
fi companies, as their lower priced
products also testify - anybody, no
matter how much money they have
to spend, has the right to musical
enjoyment.

Yes, it's expensive, but not when
compared to top rage cables from
the competition but the sound is
excellent. Once again, the Chord
company have another cable that just
sounds 'right’ and it's refreshingly 'un-
audiophile’ (ie. sterile)..The Signature
is a high end cable alright with great
detail but in the true nature of
Chord products, is remarkable easy
going on the ears. It doesn't grab
you by the lapels with overtly
projected detail or let you wallow in
a sickly sweet fluidity. It merely lets
you enjoy your favourite music in a
way you wish it to sound as long as
you're listening to it! If you're after a
high end interconnect be sure to
make this your first stop.

Chord Company Signature

Not cheap, but musically superlative
with great detail and superb tonal
balance. The Signature is simply a

£500/metre S
Chord Company Ltd.
Tel: +44 (0)1722 331674
www.chord.co.uk
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dial a dealer

This is a comprehensive directory of Hi-Fi Dealers throughout the UK and Ireland.

BEDFORDSHIRE

RICHARD'S AUDIO VISUAL 4 Greyfriars
Bedford. Tel: 01234 365165. Stockists of: Arcam,
Audioquest, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Cable Talk, Cyrus
Denon, Marantz, Mission, Moth, Ortofon, Pioneer,
Pro-Ject, Quad, REL, Rote!, Ruark, Sennheiser, Sound
Style, Stands Unique, Teac, van den Hul & more!
Expert friendly service : Listening room. Pioneer
Reference Point.Visa / Access.

BRISTOL & BATH

THE RIGHT NOTE Tel: (01225) 874728. Just
think: most audiophiiles listen for most of the time
to systems that are 'not quite right'.Are you happy
with yours? Forget the reviews and trying to put
together a system like a patchwork quilt with the
‘best’ bits around. Its our job to do the assessing,
you judge our results. We'll help you to plan a
system for the future, even if you spread the
purchases, Leave the 'up-grade-itis’ behind, save
money and enjoy music all the time. just listen, and
you'll know. CD: Acuras, Audio Synthesis, Classe,
DCS, Enlihtened Audio Design, Meracus, Orelle,
Wadia, XTC, Vinyl: Basis, Crown, Jewel, Graham,
Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps: Acurus, Audio
Sculpture & more. Speakers: Audio Artistry, Audio
Physics & more. Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum Dynaiab &
many more. Cables: Chord, DNM, Silver Sounds &
more. (Credit Cards Accepted).

V*AUDIO HiFi Consultants: 36 Druid Hill, Stoke
Bishop, Bristol. BS9 |E). Tel: 0117 968 6005. ATC,
AV}, Alon, Audio Analogue, Audiomeca, Cadence
Valve, Chord Amps, Electrocompaniet, Harman
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Lyra, Opera, Ortofon,
Pink Triangle, Ruark, Mark Levinson, Michell, REL,
SME, Shearne, Sonic Link, Sugden, Townshend,
Triangle, Unison Research Valve Amps. Home
Cinema demonstrated including, A’V Amps, DVD
Players,Video Projectors and Screens. Demos by
appointment only. Home trial facifities. Free instal-
lations. We are not a shop.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

NORTHWOOD AUDIO 98 Cambridge St.
Aylesbury.Tel. 01296 428790. Established since 1992
Independent specialist retalier, Extensive Hi-Fi, A/V
and Multiroom experience catering to your needs.
From Vinyl to SACD, Valve to Solid State, from LCD
to Plasma. Audiomeca, Audio Note, Cable Talk,
Castle, Chord, The Chord Company, Cura, Denon,
Elac, Epos, Exposure, Heart, JM Labs, KEF, Linn,
Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio. NAD,
Nakamichi, PMC, ProAc, Quadraspire, Rega, REL,
Revox, Roksan, Rose, Rotel, Ruark, Sony, Sennhetser,
Sonus, Talk Electronics, Tannoy, Teac, Tube Technology.
Videologic,Vienna Acoustic. Export orders welcome.
2 demo rooms. Credit facilitles available.

Website: www.northwoodaudio.co.uk

Email: info@northwoodaudio.co.uk

TECHNOSOUND 8 Granville Square, Witlen,
Milton Keynes, MK15 9JL. Tel: (01908) 604949. Fax:
{01908 202166. Audiophile Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
specialists. All major brands stocked from Arcam to
Yamaha. Meridian Digital Home Theatre dealer.Video
projection, Plasma screens. Custom installation. 2
dem rooms and expert advice.

Email: hfi@technosound.co.uk
www.technosound.co.uk

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

THE AUDIO FILE 4] Victoria Road, Cambridge.
Tel. 01223 368305.'For the best in British Hi-Fi and
Home cinema entertainment’.Visit or call to arrange
a dem with products from:Arcam, Linn, Naim, Rega.
Cyrus, Absolute Sounds, Kef, Sony,Yamaha, Rel,
Ruark, Denon.

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH.
www.acoustica.co.uk, Tel 01244 344227.All that's
best in Hifi & Home Cinema from quality manufac-
turers including Naim, Rega, Arcam, Musical Fidelity,
Rotel, Seleco Projectors, Kef, Ruark, Densen,
Primare,Teac, JM Lab, Nakamichi, Quadraspire,
Celestion & Crimson. We offer friendly, helpful
advice, Interest free credit & trade-in facilities, and
deliver & install systems throughout Cheshire,
Merseyside & North Wales. Opening hours are
Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 until 5,30, evenings by
arrangement

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road,
Wrexham, North Wales, Tel. 01978 364500. Audio
Visual Specialists. Arcam,Audio Analogue, Bose,
B&W, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harmon Kardon,
Jamo, Marantz, Micheil, Mission, Onkyo, Pro-ject,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Micromega, Myrad, QUAD,
Radford, Rotel, Ruark.Tannoy, TDL, Teac, Thorens,
UKD, Unison Research, Yamaha, DSP Club Member,
Demo Room, installation service. Easy Parking and
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Motorway access. Alt major credit cards accepted.
9.30 - 5.30 daily. Closed Sunday & Monday.

DOUG BRADY HI-Fl Kingsway Studios,
Kingsway North,Warrington, WA | 3NU Tet 01925
828009 Fax 01925 825773.Visa, Mastercard,
Lombard Tricity. 2 dem rooms, home trial; Agencies
include: Arcam, Tag McLaren, AVI, B&W, Castle,
Casplan, Chord Electronics, Exposure, Harbeth,
Heybrook, Krell, LFD, Michell, Meridian, Musica!
Fidelity, Monitor Audio, Naim, Nautilus 800 series,
Pink Triangle, ProAc, Roksan, SME, Wilson Benesch,
XTC and many more.

CORNWALL

SOUNDS PERFECTION 'Cornwalls most
exclusive Audio retailer’. Agencles include: Audio
Analogue, Audio Design, Audio Note, AudioQuest,
Audio Spectrum, AR, Avid, Border Patrol, Boston,
Dynavector, Electrocompaniet, Graaf, Henley, |M
Labs, Lexicon, Michell, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, Ortofon, Parasound, Primare, Project, NAD,
Nakamichi, Nordost, Philoshophy, REL, Roksan,
Ruark, Rotel, Totem, Tom Evans, Tsunami, S.M.E.,
Sudgen, Stands Unique, Unison Research, Teac,Vienna
Acoustics, Trlangle, Trichords, WBT, Sonic Link, Home
Demonstrations by Appointment.

Tel/Fax. 01326 221372

Mobile 07798 554357

email nigel@soundsperfection.co.uk

website www.soundsperfection.co.uk

DORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley Road, Poole,
Parkstone, Dorset BH14 0AQ.Tel: (01202)
730865/380018. Arcam, B&W, Castle, Chord
Electronics, Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, Michell, Mission,
Pioneer, Tannoy Dimension, Yamaha. 2 Dem rooms.
Listen to the available choice and decide at your
leisure - no pressure, no obligation. Our staff enjoy
music, with our choice of products. you can too!
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial
facilities. Access, Visa. Amex, Diners Card. Credit
facilities available.

Open Tuesday-Saturday 10-5.30.
www.movement-audio.co.uk

MOVEMENT AUDIO 926 Wimborne Road,
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 4DH. Tel:
{01202) 529988/520066 Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, Opera, Pioneer,
Quad, Roksan, Ruark,Yamaha. Full dem facitiites
available, also home dem. Friendly expert advice.
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. OpenTuesday-Saturday
9.30-5.30

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE Home
Cinema Specialists. Main agents for Bang & Olufsen,
Harman Kardon, |BL, REL, Mordaunt Short, Sony,
Technics and TDL, Demonstration facilltles include
our unique Dolby pro-logic system comparator for
the ultimate way to choose the perfect system. Also
on demonstration large screen televisions from
Thomson, sony and Ferguson with video projectors
from Sharp and Seleco. Dawsons, 23 Seamoor Road,
Westbourne, Bournemouth 01202 764965

WEYMOUTH Ht-Fl 33.-35 Maiden Street,
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA.

Tei (01305) 785729/766345. Arcam, B&W, Denon,
KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Quad, Sony, Tannoy, Yamaha. Dem room.
Friendly professional advice. Only quality hi-fi dealer
in Weymouth area. Service Department. Free instal-
lation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex.
Switch, Defta Mastercard. Interest free credit. Instant
credit. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30

ESSEX

GRAYSTON SOUND & VISION 33 Sir Isaac’s
Watk, Colchester. (01206) 577682. Alchemist, Arcam,
B&W, Boston Acoustics, Castle, Denon, Harman
Kardon, KEF, Linn, Loewe Opta, Meridian, Michell,
Muslcal Fidelity, Philips, Pioneer, Project, Rotel,
Sennheiser, Superb demo rooms, free regional
delivery and installation. Regular musical and
surround evenings, home demonstrations. Excellent
credit facilities.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

THE RIGHT NOTE - Bath. For specialist advice
and home demonstrations. See BRISTOL & BATH.

HEREFORDSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford,
HR4 O0DE. (01432) 355081. Arcam,A.T.C., B&W,
Castle, Cura. Cyrus Centre, Elac, Denon, |M Lab, KEF,
Loewe, Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Naim, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Project, QED

Systemline, REL, Rotel, Ruark, John Shearne, Stax,

System Audio, Teac, Vienna Acoustics, Wadia, and
Yamaha. Single speaker dem room, home trial
facilities, free Installation, service dept, Access/Visa,
Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat, 9.30-5.30pm .BADA
members.

HERTFORDSHIRE

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street, Bishops
Stortford, Herts. Tel. (01279) S06576.

DARBY's OF ST ALBANS. 6 Market Place, St
Albans, Herts. Tel: (01727) 851596.

Fax: (01727 812217) Email: sales@darbystvhifi.co.uk
Hertfordshire’s premier Hi-Fi/Audio Visual specialists
established 1946. Full Home Cinema demonstratlon
suite. Whether your needs are large or small, we
stock it all; Arcam, Cyrus, JVC,Yamaha, Quad, Denon,
Sony, Bang & Olufsen, Pioneer, REL, KEF, Mission,
Ruark, Celestion and many more. Free planning
service. Free Delivery and basic installation. Full
workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.

LANCASHIRE

ADVENTURES IN HI-Fl 5, Bishopgate, off
Hallgate, Wigan, WN1 INL, Tel 01942 234202.

For the best hi-fi and home cinema products from
quality manufacturers including Naim, Rega. Cyrus,
NAD, KEF, Denon, Dynavector, Rotel, Shahinian, JM
Lab, PMC, Project, Quadraspire, Seleco and Sanyo
projectors. We offer friendly advice, excellent
demonstration facilities, 0% finance, free delivery and
instaltation throughout the North West. Opening
hours 10.00 - 5.30pm Tuesday to Saturday evenings
by appointment.

LEICESTERSHIRE

LEICESTER HI-Fl 6 Silver Walk, St Martins
Square, Leicester LEI SEW.Tel: (01 16) 2539753.
Email: info@leicesterhifi.co.uk
www.leicesterhifi.co.uk Arcam, B&W, Chord
Electronics, Copland, Cyrus, Denon, Greig
Loudspeakers, KEF, Marantz, Michell, Miller & Kreisel,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Nautilus, Mission,
Project, Rotel, Sanyo Projection, Talk Electronics,
Teac, Technics, Yamaha, and many more. 4 Listening
areas over 3 floors.We can demonstrate, deliver and
install. Including A.V.and Multiroom. Credit Facilities.
All cards taken, open 6 days 9.30-5.30.

LONDON

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE
158 Uxbridge Road, West Ealing, London, W13 8SB
Tel. 020 8579 6315 Akai, Aiwa, A&R, Celestion, Dual,
Goodmans, Harman Kardon, |BL, JVC, Kenwood,
Maranaz, Panasonic, Sennheiser, Sony, ES range,
Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha and many
more. Auth. Service Dept. Credit Facilities, Open
10.30 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston-upon-Thames. Tel: (020) 8943 3530. for full
details see entry under SURREY

HIFI EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham Court Road,
London W1. 020 7580 3535.Arcam, Cyrus, Denon
Gold, Quad, Kef, Meridian, Yamaha, Marantz,
McCormack, Mirage, Nakamichi, Musical Fidelity,
PAFF and many more. Open 10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 9-6
on Sat Service dept, Credit facilities, delivery and
free installation.

THE LISTENING ROOMS |61 Old Brompton
Road. London SW5 0L|. (020) 7244 7750/59.

Fax (020) 7370 0192. Linn, Quad, Meridian,
Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, Acoustic Energy, SME,
Audio Research, Krell, Wadia, Theta, Apogee, Martin
Logan, Pioneer, Tannoy, Systemdek, Stax, Pink Triangle,
Michell, Monitor Audio, Yamaha, Marantz, KEF, Bose,
Celestion, Epos, Mission, Denon, Neat Petite. Mon-
Sat 10-6pm.

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 35 Moscow Road,
Bayswater, London, W2 4AH.

Tel:020 7229 2077.

Fax: 020 7727 9348. Email: info@thomasheinitz.com.
Web site: www.th heinitz.com. Established in
1952, Thomas Heinitz has a long history of providing
the best music and AV systems available, We
continue to offer the highest standard of service in
the most relaxed atmosphere, Whatever your needs,
from multiroom and home cinema to a high quality
stereo system, we offer consultation, design specifi-
cation, architect llasion and instailation In order to
ensure your system is tailored to your exact
requirments. For quotes contact our manager Johnny
Drum.

GREATER MANCHESTER

ADVENTURES IN HI-Fl 5, Bishopgate, off
Hallgate, Wigan, WN1 INL,Tel 01942 234202. See
our maln entry under LANCASHIRE



MANCHESTER

REPLAY AUDIO 64 Flixton Road, Urmston,
Manchester. M4| SAB Tel 0161 202 9922. Audio
Analogue, Bryston, Creek, DNM, Exposure, LFD,
Michefl, Myryad, NAD, Onkyo, Ortofon, Pink Triangle,
Project, Sonneteer, Sugden, Trichord, Unison
Research, Teac. Loudspeakers from Acoustic Energy,
A.R.T,Audio Physic, AVI, Blueroom, Epos, Harbeth,
Living Voice, Monitor Audio, Neat, PMC, Royd. Lots
of cables and accessories available. We are just off
Junction 10 of the Manchester Ring Road (M60), five
minutes from The Trafford Centre. Our
demonstrations are relaxed and informal and help
and adviceis free! Phone or visit our web site
www.replay.dial.pipex.com

or emall replay@dial.pipex.com

MERSEYSIDE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH.
Tel 01244 344227 See our main entry under
“Cheshire”.

MIDDLESEX

RIVERSIDE Hi-Fl 422 Richmond Road, East
Twickenham, Middlesex, TW | 2EB.Tel: 020 8892
7613 Fax: 020 8892 7749. www.riversidehifi.co.uk
Arcam, Bose, B&O, Castle, Copland, Denon, Krell,
Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, Monitor Audio,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Pioneer, Project, Rel, Sonus
Faber, Sony, Tag McLaren Audio, Tannoy, Teac, Theta,
Wilson. Finance available. Subject to status.Written
details available on request. Export orders welcome.
UK mail order available. 3 demonstration rooms. All
major credit cards. Open 10am-5.30pm Mon-Sat.

NORFOLK

BASICALLY SOUND The Old School, School
Road, Bracon Ash (Nr Norwich), Norfolk. NR 14
8HG.Tel:(01508) 570 829. Stockists of the following
leading Hi-Fi: Audlo Analogue, Beyer, Bryston,
Denon, Dynavector, Epos, Grado, Naim, PMC, ProAc,
Rega, Royd, Sennheiser, Talk Electronics, Teac and
maore. Bada members, 2 comprehensive demo
rooms.

NORTHAMPTON

CLASSIC HI-Fl At Classic Hi-Fi we cover the
best in quality sounds. Be it a question of taste, a
question of balance or a question of price, we're the
ones to help.We stock: Marantz, Nad, Pioneer,
Roksan, Yamaha, Heybrook, LFD, Sugden, Rotel,
Kenwood, B & W, Kef, Rogers, Monitor Audio,
Musical Fidelity, Tannoy, Shearne Audio, Royd, Audio
Aichemy, Teac and many more. For more details call:
01536 310855

LISTEN INN 32 Gold Street, Northampton, NN |
IRS Tel: 01604 637 871.The World's Finest Hi-Fi
from Arcam. Audio Analogue, Chord Company,
Copland, Denon, FM), Fuijitsu, KEF, Krall, Linn, Lozv.e,
Martln Logan, Meridian, Miller & Krelsel, Mission,
NAD, Naim, Proac, Rega, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sonus
Faber, Wilson Benesch,Yamaha. Dedicated Viewing &
Listening Rooms, Friendly Staff, Fresh Coffee, 2 Full
Years Warranty, Part Exchange Welcome, Free Car
Parking, Interest Free Credit, Members of BADA.
Open |0am-5.30pm (Closed Thursday).

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE [20-122
Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel:- 0115 9786919.
Muiti-room spacialists. Hi Fiy Hsme cinema. 11
leading brands stocked. Three superb demonstration
areas. Two year parts and labour guarantee. Home
trials. On site service facility. Full dellvery and instal-
lation service. Easy free parking. BADA Dealer.
Established 1968. Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30

OXFORDSHIRE

OVERTURE HI-Fl 3 Church Lane, Banbury, Oxon
OX16 BLR.Tel (01295) 272158.

Email sales@overture.co.uk

Website: www.overture.co.uk  Arcam, Bose, Cura,
Denon, KEF. Linn Products, Miller and Kriesel,
Mission, NAD, Naim Audio, Yamaha. For sensible
unbiased advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts.
Superb demo facilities. No appts. necessary. Home
Cinema,Plasma TV, Projectors, Lutron Lighting,
MultiRoom and Commercial installations.
Access/Visa, instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-
5.30.

SHROPSHIRE

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
Specialist. Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road,
St Leonards-on-5ea, E.Sussex. (01424)
437165/432398. Stockist of quality equipment
including: Audio Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruark,
Marantz, NAD, |BL. Royd, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel,
Traget, Cable Talk, Technics, TDC, Yamaha, Kenwood.
Air conditioned listening rooms, on site service and
repair facilities

STAFFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTICA |14 Wolverhampton Rd, Stafford
ST17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel 01785 258216.
All that's best in HiFi & Home Cinema from quality
manufacturers including Naim, B&W, Musical Fidelity,
Rotel, Seleco Projectors, Kef, Ruark. Teac, JM Lab,
Rega, NAD, Yamaha, REL, Sanyo projectors, Fuijitsu.
We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest free credit
& trade-in facilities, and deliver & install systems

throughout Suffordshire & the Midlands. Opening
hours are Tuesday to Friday 10.30 until 6.00,
Saturday 10.30 until 5.00.

SUFFOLK

ANGLIA AUDIO The Street, Hessete, Bury St
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP30 9AZ Tel. 01359 270212. "Hi-
Fi and speaker centre dedicated to quality hi-fi since
1971. Open 10-6. Closed Weds and Sundays. Evening
and Sunday Dems by appointment.

AUDIO IMAGES 128 London Road North,
Lowestoft, Suffolk. NR32 {HB Tel: 01502 582853.
Arcam, Acurus, Castle, Rotel, Moth, Triangle, QTA,
Sugden, Denon, Yamaha, Mirage, M & K, Definative,
Musical Fidelity, plus the ncredible Rothwell range.
Refreshingly different selection. Dem Room,
Professional AV installer's from budget to high end.
Full credit facilities. 9.30 to 5.30 Mon & Sat ~ 9.30 to
6.00 Tues to Fri.

EASTERN AUDIO 4| Bramford Road, Ipswich,
Tel. 01473 217 217. Fax 01473. 215705. Quad, Arcam,
Audiolab, Meridian, Mission, Denon, Rotel, Marantz,
NAD, Sony, Rogers, Nakamichi, Systemdek, Technles,
Celestion, B&W, Tannoy, Morel Thorens and Top Tape.
Also stock a wide range of accessories. usual credit
facilities. A BADA dealer.

SURREY

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey. KT| 4DA.Tel. 020
943 3530. Email: infidelity@compuserve.com - Web
Address: infidelity.co.uk Stockists of: Linn, Naim,
Arcam, Meridian, Rega, B&W Nautilus, Neat, Proceed,
Royd, M&K, Rotel, Stax, Shahinian, Dynavector, Open
10.30 - 7.00 Tues - Fri, 10.00 - 6 Sat.

SUSSEX (EAST)

ADAMS & JARRETT For the best Audio Visual
Specialist with friendly helpful staff phone or visit us
at 6-18 Norman Road St. Leonards-On-Sea, East
Sussex.Tel. 01424 437165/432398. Copland, Castle,
Denon, Densen, Dynaudio, Jamo, Kef, Kenwood,
Marantz, Meridian, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo,
Primare, Rel, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha,
Interest free credit available subject to status.Visa,
Mastercard.

WEST MIDLANDS

ACOUSTICA |14 Wolverhampton Rd, Stafford
ST 17 4AH. See our main entry under
"STAFFORDSHIRE".

MUSIC MATTERS

Birmingham - 363, Hagley Road, Edgbaston, BI7
8DL.Tel: 0121 429 2811.

Solihull - 93-95, Hobs Moat Road, B92 8JL.

Tel: 0121 342 0254.

Stourbridge - 9, Market Street D48 1AB.

Tel: 01384 444184,

Sutton Celdfield 10, Boldmere Road, B72 5TD
Tel: 0121 354 231 1.Arcam, Alchemist, Apollo,
Audioquest, Audio Research, B&W, Cable Talk,
Castle, Celestion, Chord, Copland, Cyrus, Denon,
DPA, JBL, Kef, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian,
Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, REL. Rotel, Ruark,
SME, Sennhelser, Sonus Faber, Tag McLaren, Teac,
Theta,Yamaha etc. Classical CD's available at
Birmingham only. Demonstration rooms, service and
installation. BADA member.VISA / MASTERCARD /
AMEX / SWITCH. Open:-10-5.30 Tuesday to
Saturday. Late night Thursday till 7.00 (not
Stourbridge).

SOUND ACADEMY For the Midlands. The
Parade, Sutton Coldfield, Tel. 0121 321 2445 & High
Street, Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, (sharing the ASDA
shopping centre) Tel 01922 493499. Hosts 4 private
studios plus a Home Theatre Cinema with Tube &
LCD Projectors. The best in hi-fi from Naim, Arcam,
Audlolab, Chord, Meridian, Monitor Audio and many
more. So...if you've taken time to read this, please
let us make you welcome. Phone 0121 321 2445 for
Sutton or 01922 493499 for Walsall. Call in and to
browse our exciting display of hi-fi and home cinema
equipment. Mail order available. interest free credit
S.T. Status. Open 6 days, 9am to 5.30pm. Please call
for late night. Expert Advice, Cable Dressing and
Installation.

WILTSHIRE

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD |5 Catherine Street,
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP| 2DF. Tel (01722)
322169/330841. Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Misslon, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Opera, Pioneer, Ruark, Tannoy, Yamaha, 2 Dem
rooms, Friendly, relaxed atmosphere. Professional
advice. Home dem available. Service department,
Fres installasign. Home ¢trial facilities. Access, Visa,
Amex, Interest free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-
Sat 9-5.30.

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under BATH &
BRISTOL heading.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2 Gillygate,
York YO3| 7EQ.Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully
chosen Hi-Fi and AV equipment includes Arcam,
B&W, Nautilus, Denon, Linn, Naim, Rega, Rotel, Stax
etc 3 dem rooms incl. Home Cinera and Linn
connect. Service Department. Home instalfations.
Instant Credit and major credit cards . Closed
Mondays. Phone for chat and more details.
www.soundorg.co.uk

winaLhifiwarid.co.uk

YORKSHIRE (EAST)

THE AUDIO ROOM 2 George Street, Hedon,
Hull, HUI2 8JH. tel 01482 891375.
www.theaudioroom.co.uk.

The North Easts premier hi fi dealer, stunning
showrooms and dedicated listening rooms,
authorised agents for, Naim, Linn, Cyrus, Mark
Levinson, Sugden, Pathos, Unison Research, Audio
Analogue, Graaf, Rega, Rotel, B&W, Spendor, Revel,
Sonus Faber.Home demonstrations and credit
facilities available. Open

Mon-Sat, 9am-7pm.The North Easts friendliesthifi
dealer.

ZEN AUDIO 35 George Street, Hull Tel. 01482
587397."Comfortable listening rooms; Home dems;
Personal, frlendly service; Free installations. Agencies
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio Innovations,
Audio Note, Audion, Alchemist, B&W, Cable Talk,
Chord CO, DPA, Densen, Denon, DNM, EAR,
Exposure, Fi-Rax, Harbeth, Heybrook, Impulse, KAR,
KEF, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio, Musical
Technology, Myryad, NAD, NAIM, Pioneer, REL,
Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Shearne Audio, Stands
Unique, Sugden, Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC, TDL,
Tube Technology,Vivanco and many others.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

THE HI-FI STUDIOS

Hi-Fi ~ Home Cinema — Custom Installation

Tel: Doncaster 01302 727274 or 01302 725550.
E-Mail: info@thehifistudios.freeserve.co.uk

Web Site: www.thehifistudios.co.uk

Musical Fidelity, Electrocompaniet, ProAc, PMC, JM
Lab, Ruark, Castle, TEAC, Unison Research, Monitor
Audio, Impulse, Primare, Harbeth, NAD, Michell
Turntables, Nottingham Analogue Studios, Audio
Analogue, Living Voice, Densen, Celestion, KEF,
Opera, Trichord Research, Nordost, Stands Unique,
Ortofon, Project, Goldring, REL, Denon, TAG
McLaren, Rotel, Yamaha, Proceed — plus many more.
Viewing & Demonstration by appointment in a
unique setting. Home trials and installation. Card
facilities and 0% available. Please phone for more
information. BADA. CEDIA.

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE

Hi-Fi ® A/V ® Widescreen

Plasma @ Installation Service

4 Cross Church St, Huddersfield. 01484 544668.
Brands inc. Arcam, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Project, Sony
etc. 3 Dem Rooms, Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs $-8,
Closed Wed.

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE HALIFAX
3-5 King Cross St, Halifax. 01422 366832. Brands inc,
Arcam, B&W, Castle, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, PRO-AC, Project, Sugden etc. 2 Dem
Rooms, Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Closed Thursday.

PREMIER AUDIO - now demonstrating - Room |:
DCS Eigar, Purcell & Verdi Transport, Plinius CD Lad
& 250 Power, Verity Fidelo & Sonus Faber Speakers,
Siltech Cables, Isotek Sub Station, BDA Equipment
Stands Room 2:Audio Aero,Audio Synthisis, Kora
Pre & Power, Pink Triangle CD/Amp, Martin Logan /
Audio Physics Speakers, Arcici Equipment Stand,
Isotek Sub Station P/S Audio Synthisis,Audio Physics,
Audio Aero, Absolute Sounds, DCS, Kora, Plinius,
Siltech, Arcici, BDA. Pink Triangle, Avid Turntables,
Project, Ortofon,Van den Hul, Mirage. P/X welcome
Home demonstration good selection of S/hand.We
ara |0mins J39 - M1 [0mins |30 M62

Tel:Wakefield 01924 255045 - Colin Grundy.

AUDIO REPUBLIC, 78 Otley Road, Leeds 0113
2177294, www.audio-republic.co.uk for the very best
in quality hifi in West Yorkshire and beyond, our
relaxed and professional approach stems from over
10 years experience in designing and installing high
quality music systems. We believe the following offer
outstanding resuits; Naim Audio, Rega Research,
Dynavector Systems (amplifiers and

cartridges) Totem Acoustic, Roksan Engineering,
Beyer, Ortofon, Creek Audio, Shahinian, JM Lab,
Epos.TEAC, PMC, Bryston, Quadraspire, Chord
Cables, Custom Design, Alphason Designs.

Cholce of shop or home demonstrations, open

Tues - Sat 9.30am to 5.30 pm, most credit cards
welcome. Please phone for a chat and directions.

WALES
NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH.
Tel 01244 344227. See our main entry under
"Cheghiro”,

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road,
Wrexham, North Wales, Tel .01978 364500. See our
main ad under Cheshire.

VINYL/RECORD MAIL ORDER

DIVERSE VINYL [0 Charles Street, Newport,
NP20 {JU.Tel/Fax: 01633 259661/256261.

Email: sales@diverse-music.co.uk  Probably the
most varied and impressive selection of brand new
LPs you'll find anywhere: international new releases,
reissues and audiophile products. Also UK
distributor of the Disco Anti Stat LP Cleaning
Device. Call for a free catalogue, or visit
www.diverse-music.co.uk
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meet your maker

A reference guide to Britain's manufacturers and distributors

AFFORDABLE VALVE COMPANY £600 Valve
amplifier. Powerful 40 watts. Powerful bass. See colour
photograph in ‘Specialist Hi-Fi Dealers' section. Mr
Andrew Everard in Gramophone Magazine “delivers a
sound that's both smooth and refined....allied to a
good degree of clarity and finesse” Free colour litera-
ture. Telephone 01634 373 410 anytime. Website:
www.affordablevalvecompany.com

AUDIOPHILE FURNITURE LTD The Square,
Forest Row, East Sussex RH18 SES Tel: 01342 826262,
Fax: 01342 824845. Manufacturers of the patented
BASE Vibration Control Platforms and the Modular
Audio Support System. These Products are endorsed
by Hi-Fi World. Also newly introduced are the
Resonance Controlled Hi-Fi Cabinets which are multi
level modular design and available in various sizes and
wood finishes. Please telephone for more details and a
product portfolio.

AUDIO SYNTHESIS Manufacturers of the the out-
standing DAX  digital to analogue converter, comes
DAX-2,a new Hi-End reference converter able to dig
deeper into the digital source than ever before! A new
addition to the superb PASSION series of all Vishay
controllers has just been introduced in the form of
PASSION 8, a fully remote controlled uniquely trans-
parent passive preamplifier, the perfect match for
DESIRE. By word of mouth our DESIRE power amplifi-
er is rapidly convincing listeners, whether passive or
active! New for 1997 is TRANSCEND a state of art
CD transport with AES, coaxial, AT&T glass and Toslink
outputs. Audio Synthesis, PO BOX 50,Nottingham,
NG9 IDZ,Tel: (+44) (0)115 922 4138.

Fax: (+44) (0)115 922 9701.

BLACK RHODIUM 32, Derwent Business
Centre, Clarke Street, Derby DEI 2BU. Tel:
01322-361390, Fax: 01332-200698. email:
enquiries@blackrhodium.co.uk BLACK
RHODIUM offers a complete cabling solution
from British made wires for hifi and home cin-
ema, including Super mains cables that deliver
at less cost as much improvement in listening
experience as upgrading expensive equipment.
BLACK RHODIUM Component Video cables
let you enjoy the highest possible picture qual-
ity by using silver plated wires insulated in
PTFE. AERO SPACE TECHNOLOGY loud-
speaker cables insulated in silicone rubber
gives you a more natural sound.We also offer
very competitively priced home cinema cables
from the best sources around the world in
our FIRST BASE brand.

BORDER PATROL 63 Berriedale Avenue Hove BN3
4D Tel/Fax 01273 276716. Manufacturers of Power
Supply Units for valve amplifiers, Single-Ended Power
Amplifiers and high quality Transformers. The Border
Patrol PSU: valve-rectified choke input filter power
supply units which dramatically improves the sound of
valve amplifiers: models available to suit Audionote,
Audio Innovations, Audion, Art Audio, Cary, Unison
Research, World Audio Designs. The Border Patrol
3008 SE single-ended valve amplifier featuring inter-
stage driver transformers and valve rectified choke
input filter power supplies. Border Patrol transform-
ers: high quality output (PP and SE), interstage and pre-
amp output transformers and high value inductors.

CREEK AUDIO LTD 2 Bellevue Road, Friern
Barnet, London NI 3ER Tel 020 8361 4133,
Fax: 020 8361 4136.E-mail: info@creekaudio.co.uk
Internet: www.creekaudio.couk - Creek Audio build
stylish Hi-Fi products in the UK, combining state of the
art electronic design, with full bodied, accurate and
musically rewarding sound. Our standard size products
come in two award-winning ranges, the entry leve! 43
series and higher priced 53 series. These include:
CD43 Mk2 - CD player with 24 bit resolution DAC,
T43 AM/FM Tuner, Integrated Amps - 5350, 5350SE and
4330 Mk2 (described by Stereophile Magazine as the
best amp under $1000). Our A43 Mk2 and A53 Power
Amps range from 50 to 250 Watts and both P43 and
P53 Pre-Amps offer passive and active operation with
remote control. In addition we have an award winning
OBH range of small products: OBH-8/85E MM and
OBH-9 MC Phono Pre-Amplifiers, OBH-1 and |1 SE
Headphone Amplifiers, OBH-10 and 12 Remote
Control Passive Pre-Amps and OBH-14 - 24 bit DAC.
See our home page for further details or call us for
leaflets.

DBS AUDIO. PO BOX 91, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk,
IP32 7)U. Phone: 01284 723933 Fax: 01284 723933.
Suppliers of Electro-Acoustic measuring equipment
and CAD software to the audio industry. NEW: Clio
win and Clio win Lite, the latest Windows versions of
the Globally-established Clio Electro-Acoustic measur-
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ing system, used for loudspeaker design, Quality
Control and electronics testing by many major audio
companies. Clio win is the full {lab) system and Clio win
Lite a lower-cost version for smaller companies and
serious hobbyists. Both use the same purpose-built
Clio HR200 ISA card, with its in-built mic. preamp and
phantom powering. The matching Mic 01 (or Mic Lite)
plugs straight in to make a complete system. Both ver-
sions offer the same high accuracy and ease of use: Clio
win Lite simply has fewer functions. Common features
include MLS testing (to eliminate sound reflections),
sine and third-octave analysis, impedance, Thiele Small
Parameters, LC meter, software and manual on CD
ROM -- plus much more. Measurements may be
exported to our Netcalc software for accurate and
easy crossover design. Also available: Boxcalc and
Boxdraw bass optimisation packages and Outline
speaker measuring turneable. Write or E mail and we
will send fuller information and prices. Also, visit
Audiomatica's new Website at: www.audiomatica.com

EMINENT AUDIO Distributor of Croft Valve
Amplification. Tel 01902 656517. Fax. 0121 68| 8772
Mobile 0956 921740 UK. Stockists are: Classique
Sounds (Leicester) GT Audio (London NW)
Nottingham Analogue, Purist Audio, The Cartridge Man
(Len Gregory - Croydon), call for overseas distribu-
tors.

EPOS ACOUSTICS 2 Bellevue Road, Friern
Barnet, London NII 3ER. Tel: 020 8631 8864,
Fax: 020 83614136.Email: info@epos-acoustics.com
Website: www.epos-acoustics.com [nnovative design
and superior sound distinguish EPOS speakers from
other brands in a similar price category. Adhering to
the EPOS tradition of musicality and communication,
the new MI2 follows closely the style of the successful
ES12, and was awarded five gold stars in the March
2001 edition of What Hi-Fi? For more information
about the M12 or the new M5 please see our home
page or call us for leaflets.

FALCON ACOQUSTICS LTD Tabor House,
Norwich Road, Mulbarton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR14
8T Tel. (01508) 578272. UK. distributors of FOCAL
drive units and SOLEN (Chateauroux) polypropylene
capacitors and the largest inductor manufacturer in the
UK. Comprehensive range of DIY Speaker Parts and
Kits, Sub-Bass and Electronic Filters. "Everything but
the wood” Enquiries should be accompanied by a 44p
stamped addressed envelope.

IAN EDWARDS The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road,
Harrogate, Yorks. Tel. 01423 500442. Somebody
Somewhere must make better storage units for CDs,
Music, LPs, HiFi, Books, etc. than lan Edwards. BUT until
he appears, why not send for the brochure showing a
selection of HAND MADE units.To do this please send
3 x 2nd class stamps.

JEM DISTRIBUTION $FI RAX) Springfield Mills,
Spa Street, Ossett, Wakefield. WFS OHW. Tel: 01924
277626. Fax: 01924 270759. Fi-Rax offers a new dimen-
sion in audio visual racking. High quality aluminium con-
struction. Finishes available to your choice. Fully
adjustable 6mm glass shelving. sound insulation on
shelfffeet. Custom created to suit your system. Free
delivery throughout the UK. For further information or
a free brochure contact JEM Distribution.

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTD | Mayo Road,
Croydon, Surrey. CRO 2QPTel: 020 8684 | 166. Fax: 020
8684 3056. One of the largest distributors of electron-
ic valves, tubes and semi-conductors in the UK. and
USA manufacturers. stock. We specialise in obsolete
types including original UK and USA made audio valves.
Telephone or fax for an immediate quotation.

NORTON TECHNOLOGIES LTD Manufacturers
of the acclaimed AirPower LPI2 Power Supply. 14
Rothesay Avenue, Cheimsford CM2 9BU. (01245)
283125

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE STUDIO

Tel: 01773 762947. Design and manufacture of quality
analogue audio. We're in the business because we
realise how important music is. Our turntable arms and
cartridges sell the world over. Our Main UK Dealers;
Radlett Audio: Tet: 01727 85577, The Audio
Consultants: Tel: 020 7380 0866, Walrus Systems: Tel:
020 7724 7224.

PLATFORM 7 High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for all makes of equipment
RACKS/STANDS. An elegant way to UPGRADE.
improves clarity: better BASS control. 3 Abbotts Drive,
North Wembley, Middlesex HAOQ 3SB. Tel: 020 8904
2646. Also NEALGAR DISTRIBUTION Tel/Fax 01296
24756.

www.hi-fiwarid co.uk

PMC/BRYSTON Emmy award winning manufactur-
ers of the highest quality loudspeakers and amplifica-
tion. Industry standard in Mastering, Film Scoring,
Broadcast and Post Productions. (5.1 & Stereo) PMC
Products: Compacts, Floorstanders, and Large passive
& active monitors.  Prices range from £500 to
£32,0000. Finished in a large selection of exquisite real
wood veneers, all PMC loudspeakers are available in
horizontal mirrored pairs, centre channels and comple-
mentary subs for 5.1 surround systems. Bryston's bal-
anced range of products include R/C Preamps,
Integrated, Amp modules for all the PMC range, Mono,
Stereo |50W to 800w per ch, 3 Ch, 4 ch and 5 chan-
nel THX amplifiers, Surround processors, all with dis-
tortion figures and build quality to die for. Every prod-
uct is available in silver or black backed by a 20 year
warranty. PMC Ltd 43-4S Crawley Green Road. Luton,
LU2 OAA . Tel: 08704 441044 Fax: 08704 441045
Email: sales@promonitor.co.uk

Web: www.pmc-speakers.com

REL ACOUSTICS North Road, Bridgend Ind Est.
Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan, CF3| 3TP.UK.Tel. 01656 768
777, international +44 656 768 777. Fax. 01656 766
093. international. +44 656 766 093. Email:
contact@rel.net Web: hup:/irelnet The UK's only
specialist sub-bass speaker manufacturer. “The only one
that works”. Get your dealer to give you a home demo
and find out what the fuss is all about.

RDE TANDBERG HI-FI SERVICES Holly Tree
House, The Green, Full Sutton, YORK YO4 [HW. Tel:
01759 372795. The service, overhaul and recondition-
ing of all Tandberg hi-fi products regardless of age.

SOUND BYTES 72 Novar Drive, Hyndland,
Glasgow,, G12 9TZ Tel. 0141 339 7595 Fax.0141 339
7592 e-mail bytes@colloquium.co.uk. We specialise
only in mass loading material. After hours exhaustively
testing SOUND BYTES with various types of speakers,
we know it works and so do you - we have never had
a single comphaint. Call us for advise on how much to
add to your equipment for the best performance and
the location of your nearest dealer.

SOUND IMAGE UK LTD. 52 Milton Road, London
Swl4 8JR.Tel: 020 -8255-6868. Importers and distribu-
tors of the finest audio equipment, featuring the stun-
ning Bou;lder 2,000 series and the complete range
from Norwegian manufacturer Electrocompaniet.

J ESUGDEN & CO LTD Valley Works, Station Lane,
Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, WF 16 ONF. Tel. 01924
404088. Email jesugden@compuserve.com. Superb
amplifiers and compact disc players from the original
class A Company. Qur unique wide-bandwidth
Masterclass series sets new standards in sound repro-
duction and can be upgraded to 180 Watt balanced
monoblocks. Prices start from £549.00 for the incred-
ible Audition-T and £649 for the legendary A2la.
Contact us now for Brochures, reviews and purchase
details. British owned - British built.

TALK ELECTRONICS Unit 12, Farnborough
Business Centre, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough,
Hampshire, GU14 7XA.Tel: 01252 378383. Please ring
for details

TAG McLAREN AUDIQ - The Summit, 11 Latham
Road, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE18 6ZU. Tel +44 (0) 1480
415600 Fax +44 (0) 1480 52159. Combining science
and technology with distinct style, TAG Mclaren
Audio’s complete range of audio and audio-visula prod-
ucts are designed to bring maximum pleasure to the
discerning listener. To find out more visit our website
at  www.tagmclarenaudio.com, email us on
HelpDesk@tagmclarenaudio.com or contact our
helpdesk on freephone 0800 783 8007.

tech+link distributes some of the best performing hi-
fi and alv accessories currently available in the UK.
These include: Puresonic, best known for its range of
high performance interconnects and connectors, and
cable adapters for a wide variety of hi-fi and a/v appli-
cations in its range; tech+link's own brand of high qual-
ity interconnects and connectors - digital compatible,
24k gold plated metal connectors; and hi-fi furniture -
a selection of high quality speaker floor stands, sur-
round sound stands and hi-fi racks. For more informa-
tion, contact: tech+link International, Unit 8, Bat and
Ball Enterprise Centre, Bat and Ball Road, Sevenoaks,
Kent, TN 14 5L).Tel: +44 (0) 1732 779400 Fax: +44 (0)
1732 449344

To advertise in Meet Your Maker
please call
Amanda Sweeney on
020 8864 4760
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\ FLIPPING HANGO!

Hango's brand new Flipster!

Personal Multimedia is claimed to
be the world's first dedicated
portable multimedia player
equipped with Microsoft©
Windows Media Player. It
offers CD quality audio,
full motion video via the
colour LC display,
voice memos and live
W recording, the storage
SRR and viewing of high

resolution still images and more. lts folding clamshell
design is similar to a mobile phone, and is powered by a
rechargeable lithium jon battery. Content is transferred
to and from Flipster and the desktop computer using
USB and stored in its 128MB internal memory or on
removable postage stamp sized MMC or SD cards. It
supports MP3 and MPEG4 (WMV, ASF) as well as
uncompressed WAV files. It will also store industry
standard JPG/GIF/BMP formats without the need to
convert or resample the files first. A unique expansion
connector system permits the connection of a digital
camera, TV tuner and wireless connectivity. Prices start at
£419.99 - point your browsers at http://www.pjbox.co.uk/

AGENT OF FORTUNE?

‘,/
1 ' DVD-AUDIO ON THE |

Philips Electronics new Sound Agent 2 software is designed to play
computer music files in the best quality possible. It works by

| analysing the file type and hardware involved, and applying intelligent
digital signal processing Initially it comes bundled with Philips'
Dynamic Edge 4.| and Sonic Edge 5.1 sound cards, although the
Dutch company is considering bundling the software with
cansumer-electronics devices as well as with PC hardware. Dennis
Johnson, a product marketing manager at Philips, says "this software

works in harmony with device drivers and the (operating system) to
create optimal sound. It's also very portable, so it can be bundled
| with other platforms...(consumer electronics) is where we are

i headed." www.philips.com

COPYCODING CONDEMNED

According to a computer scientist from Princeton University in New
Jersey, the technology built into some CDs to stop people copying
them is futile. John Halderman put the latest anti-piracy systems
under the microscope and concluded that the continual software and
hardware upgrades issued by computer CD drive and audio CD
player manufacturers render copy protection systems pointless. He
concluded that the idea of CD copy-prevention is "fundamentally
misguided”.

COPY CODES OF
CONDUCT

Internet research company

company further suggests that
the 1998 Digital Millenium

Copyright Act, which makes it
Gartner G2's new survey shows

that consumers don't understand  music CDs, digital files, and other

the laws regarding copying CDs software, must be modified to

and commercial downloads, and permit consumers to back up all
that record industry efforts to
prevent illegal copying are only

adding to confusion, thereby

other digital media in order to
save it from computer virus
stunting the growth of online attacks, hard-drive crashes, and

music media distribution. The other digital disasters.

wive whichisvortdieoitk

illegal to back up copy-piotected

music content as they would any

RECORD i

Minnetonka Audio Software's discWelder
STEEL is a basic DVD-Audio writing program
that allows anyone to deliver high-resolution
audio from their PCs.The $495 package can
import all LPCM formats supported in the

| | DVD-A specification, including non-encoded/ |
uncompressed surround (consisting of up to
‘ 6 channels of 24-bit, 48kHz audio), and/or
high-resolution stereo (two channels of 24-
bit, 192kHz audio). Surround and stereo

| | tracks may be used on the same disc, in

‘ WAV or AIFF file format, and a discVWelder-

| burned disc will play on any DVD-A player |
that supports DVD-R.

| The Windows-based program can burn
DVD-A discs utilizing inexpensive DVD-R
drives (such as Pioneer's DVR-A04). Higher-
level authoring and editing features such as
menu options, background images, slides,

| MLP import, video_ts import, DLT export |

{ are provided in a more expensive package,
discWelder CHROME for $2495. Another i
application, SurCode MLP adds MLP

‘ capability for $3495. For more information,

L including a full list of features, point your

| browsers at www.discWelder.com.

\
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' VIRTUAL REALITY

Expect Dolby's new Virtual

Speaker Technology to figure
strongly in future computer

audio developments. The

’ announcement of Analogue

| Device's 32-bit Melody SHARC

| Ultra chipset means that
various audio devices will be

l able to simulate multichannel

l audio from as few as two
speakers. It will soon start
appearing in digital televisions,
stereo mini-systems, video-

; game consoles, in-car

| entertainment systems, PCs

|and portable DVD players. The

i system incorporates an
advanced algorithm to
reproduce the dynamics and

| surround-sound effects of a

| precisely placed 5.1-channel

: speaker system from a

consumer electronics device

or personal computer

equipped with as few as two

speakers. The result, says

Dolby, is "a rich, encompassing,

true-to-life, and involving

multichannel entertainment

experience" www.dolbylabs.com

OBITUARY

Stereolab’s singer and guitarist
Mary Hansen died last month in
a tragic car accident in London.
She was thirty six years old.
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LOGICAL CHOICE

Videologic's ZXR-200 Speaker System is
claimed to be an ideal option of those
wanting a small 2.1 channel speaker system.
In “stylish silver", this £49.99 package sports
a subwoofer with dual flared bass ports and
an integrated amplifier with a built-in low-
noise power supply and individual volume,
balance, bass and treble controls. The
magnetically shielded satellites have sturdy
speaker stands and a 35W power handling.
All cables and a clear, concise user guide are
also included. For more details, check out

www.videologic.com

BACK TO THE AARK

Aardvark's new 24bit Multitrack PC Recording System offers a 10 In/10 Out PC
audio interface with S/PDIF, MIDI & ADAT.The Aark 24 boasts premium 24 bit
outboard A/D converters, eight analogue inputs, eight analogue outputs, S/PDIF
digital {/O and MIDI /O, plus ultra low latency multiclient drivers. Described as

“the ideal solution for delivering the best from your software of choice including

Cubase, Logic, Cakewalk, GigaSampler/Studio and Cool Edit Pro", this serious
soundcard costs £649.00 from Etcetera Distribution. Click on
www.etcetera.co.uk/ for more information.

LIFE'S A RIOT

SONICblue Inc's brand new
RioRiot is the company's
entrant into the hard
disk based MP3
jukebox fray. Its 20 GB
drive stores over 400

complete albums of
music, while its
intuitive Rio
LogiTrack interface
is claimed to make
accessing it easy via
the large backlit LC
display. A built-in
FM Tuner with
custom presets
adds radio
functionality. Custom mixing, Apple iTunes
compatibility and a 10 hour battery life from the
supplied rechargeable Lithium lon battery complete
this attractive package. Currently only available in the US,
the RioRiot costs $349.

For more information, click on www.sonicblue.com.

wwwdiihaotidcaluk
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Despite the demise of Napster, MP3 is still in rude health and now it's making
inroads into car audio, attempting a frontal assault on CD changers. David Price
takes Dension's DMP3 for a spin.

ompact Disc was

never designed for the

car. Anyone who's

fumbled with a disc

whilst attempting a

lane change manoeu-
vre, dropped a jewel case approach-
ing a mini-roundabout or jammed a
CD inside their player while swerving
to avoid a Kamikaze cyclist will know
this all too well.To its credit, CD has
partially crossed over to the car, but
it's always been a marriage of
(in)convience. If it had been a
bespoke automotive music carrier, it
would have been smaller and hidden
in a hard shell - just like MiniDisc -
or better still have no physical pres-
ence whatsoever - like MP3.

To wit, the past couple of years
has seen the aforementioned
computer audio format cross over to
car use. One great compromise has
been MP3 CDs, which contain up to
ten times as much music as an
uncompressed audio CD and are
cheaply burned from any home
computer. Players such as JVC's KD-

SH99RB reviewed last month give
genuinely excellent sound from (high
bitrate) MP3 discs, making them a
really practical proposition. Still, while
one MP3 CD can replace a glovebox
full of CDs (in terms of playing time),
you'd need a glovebox full of MP3
CDs to make a boot-mounted CD
changer redundant.

Enter Dension's DMP3, an 80GB
hard disk-based music player,
purpose-designed to be used in car
and then easily moved to a home PC
for file transferring. In its purest
form, it comes without a hard drive
for £299.99, whereas £399.99 buys
you one with an 80GB HDD. It is
connected to your existing car ‘head
unit’ via the supplied FM modulator
which effectively broadcasts the
DMP3's audio signal to your car
tuner, or by a direct connection via
your head unit's auxiliary input (if
fitted - not common on older units
but largely universal on new ones
now). It's also compatible with Sony
(Unilink), Alpine MBUS (TDM/CDM),
Blaupunkt and Grundig car head

WWWII-iwortd.co. ik

units, when it acts as a 'virtual' CD-
changer, using the head unit's own
controls. There's also an OE adapter
(see box) for an extra £40,and a fast
USB 2.0 connection for PCs for
£49.99.

As well as car mounting, it's
perfectly happy being plugged directly
into a home hi-fi and powered by the
supplied mains adapter, just as you
would MP3 jukeboxes from Creative
Labs,Archos and Apple.The package
is completed by a satellite remote
controller, CarHost car docking bay
and PCHost internal IDE docking
bay. You also get a CD-ROM of
software, including the basic version
of MusicMatch for MP3 ripping and
Denslon's DMP Manager which
handles file transfer and playlisting.

It's mounted into the car via the
CarHost frame, which is essentially a
sleeve into which the DMP3 slides. it
also has RCA phono line outs for
the CarPort connector with audio
and power wiring, and jacks for the
satellite display and FM transmitter.
The satellite display is essentially an
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GEEK CHIC

The DMP3 itself sup-
ports all standard {DE/
ATA hard disk drives,
meaning that a 160GB
drive can be used up to
the maximum address-
able capacity of 137GB.
Interestingly, some parts
of its internal specifica-
tions are provided for
computer geeks who
like DIY. Playlist file for-
mat (.PLY), message
(.MSG) and logo (.LCE)
files are all detailed,
along the serial line
communication protocol
which facilitates the
connection of external
keyboards, displays and
SO on.

TECH SPECS
Voltage: 12-15V DC
Standby electric power:
max. 10 mA Operating
temperature: 0 - +50 C
Storing Temperature:
-20-+70C
Compatibility: PC IDE,
ATA Mobile Rack,

| UDMA, FAT 32 DAC: 18
bit, 0.01% THD Signal to
noise ratio: > 80 dB

additional, identical, fascia control
panel that can be mounted anywhere
on the car dash to give full control of
the DMP3's functions. The FM
Modulator hooks up between your
car aerial and head unit. giving easy,
direct connection for minimal signal
loss.

The recently added CD Changer
emulator lets head units designed to
work a CD changer have full control
of the DMP3, obviating the need for
the satellite display and providing a
neat, 'original equipment' feel. Out of
the car, the DMP3 can either hook
up to your PC by the optional USB
2.0 connector, or the PCHost
docking bay. Essentially a removable
mobile rack frame (purchasable at
any computer shop) mounted into a
free PC bay, this lets you connect the
unit directly to your computer for
fast file transfer.

GETTING ON THE ROAD

The main DMP3 unit is attached to a
modified mobile hard disk tray, inside
which is fitted an IDE drive (in the
case of the review unit, a Seagate
Ultra ATA model ST320413A) which
comes pre-formatted and configured
as a Master drive.The package
includes a mobile rack frame that is
fitted to an empty 5.25" PC drive bay
- Dension advises buyers to not use
the uppermost bay, otherwise the
ejecting arm mechanism might not
work. As most PCs have a CD
burner in the top bay, this shouldn't
be a problem.

Fitting the docking bay is a fairly
simple operation to those familiar
with the insides of a PC. Just remove
the sides of the computer case, push
out a front drive bay cover, slide in
the docking frame and secure with
the 4 screws provided. Attach the
appropriate IDE and power
connectors to the docking rack and
you're ready to fit the tray. (Section
6 of the User's Manual includes full
details for installation on the PC.)

The supplied hard disk was
prepared as a primary partition,
formatted and the jumper set to
'Master". In the instructions, Dension
explains all the possible configu-
rations, opting to use a default
setting of 'Master'. However most
PCs will have a boot disk as the
Primary 'Master' and a CD burner as
the Secondary 'Master, so it will be
necessary to take the tray apart,

remove the drive, reset the jumper
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to the 'Slave' configuration and re-
assemble everything before you can
use the unit. If you don't do this, the
BIOS either cannot recognise the
drive or tries to boot from it. I'd say
this is a good reason for making the
default setting 'Slave’! The DMP3 can
be used with any 5400rpm (or
faster) hard disk as long as it is
suitably prepared.

The DMP3 should be inserted
into the docking rack before
switching on your PC -when pushed
home firmly the front protrudes by
about |5mm. It can be removed by
carefully lifting the lever to the right
of the front panel, which unplugs the
tray and allows the DMP3 to be
pulled out smoothly.As Dension
points out, the computer must be
switched off before placing or
removing the drive unit. When the
PC is powered up, the DMP3 front
panel is blank, with a blue backlight
and the disk is recognised as drive D:
in My Computer or Explorer.

Thus configured, the DMP3 is
ready to squirt music to.You can
send MP3s to it via Dension's DMP
Manager, which is similar to other
Windows Explorer-type applications.
Although simply a case of dragging
and dropping the files from one drive
into the other, this isn’t the most
intuitive programs I've tried but |
suppose it does the job.To aid music
management, you can create virtual
directories (VDIR) which let you to
sort files regardless of the way
they're physically laid out on the
drive. Transfer speeds were pretty
quick, taking about five minutes to
transfer |GB of MP3 music.

When you've got songs onto the
unit, it's time to install it in your car.
This can either be done by in-car
audio specialists, or in the space of
an afternoon outside your house.
Suitably fitted, the satellite controller
looks neat enough mounted atop a
car dashboard, although I'd go for
stealth mounting as there’s always
the 'security’ issue to consider -
perhaps a more discrete black finish
would help matters here. The DMP3
itself is a relatively compact device,
measuring 215x120x42mm, and
reasonably light at 995g. It's very
nicely made and certainly feels
durable enough for music on the
move.

Its large, blue 128x56 LC display
has white LED background lighting,
which is clearly legible inside but not

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

so great in bright sunlight. even on its
maximum brightness setting.
Although the large knob looks like a
volume control, it's actually for
navigation (of the DMP3's menu
system, rather than the vehicle
itself!). The problem is with the
'supplementary' buttons, which are
tactile enough but hard to find due
to their uniform size and shape. The
configuration menu has a welter of
settings, including display and HDD
set up, along with audio equalisation
(volume, balance, bass, treble, preset
EQs, loudness, DynaBass) and repeat
modes.

DRIVING FORCE

People who've not heard MP3 done
properly will be quite surprised by
the quality of this system through a
good hi-fi. Given properly encoded
higher bitrate files (and the Dension
gets off to a good start because its
bundled MusicMatch Jukebox
software uses the fine sounding
Fraunhofer MP3 codec), the DMP3 is
capable of very good sound. Thanks
to its massive hard drive, it's possible
to store vast amounts of top quality
384 kbps VBR songs, making for fine
sonics. Bass is powerful and warm
yet decently bouncy and tuneful,
midband open and crisp and treble
sweet and delicate. Compared to
uncompressed CD you notice a
slight flattening of stereo soundstage
and a gentle curtailment of high
frequencies, but the warm, 'upfront’
sound this makes for is far from
unpleasant and in some cases even
more listenable than the CD
originals.

Ultimately, there are rival
systems around that feel more 'of a
piece' than the Dension, but the fact
is that the DMP3 does pretty much
everything you could want at a low,
low price. Its 80MB HDD means you
can store vast quantities of MP3 files,
while the sound is absolutely
convincing. The various mounting and
connection systems work very well
and the system itself is relatively easy
to use, fiddly satellite control
notwithstanding. The option to fit
your own hard drive and hack into
the unit's programming are welcome
boosts to the unit's flexibility.
Excellent value.

Dension DMP3 80GB £399

www.In-CarMP3.com



THE QUIET LIFE

Given that most folk use MP3 portables outdoors in noisy environments,
Sennheiser's new PXC-250 noise-cancelling headphones make good

sense, says David Price.

he technology is noth-

ing new - noise can-

celling systems have

been offered by

Sennheiser and other

manufacturers for sev-
eral years now. However, as time
moves on it's becoming cheaper and
more effective, meaning that possibly
for the first time, it's a practical
proposition for those who listen to
music on the move. MP3 portables
are one of computer audio's most
popular applications, so products like
Sennheiser's PXC-250 could prove
an ideal match - if, or course, it
works?

NoiseGard is the name that
Sennheiser gives to its take on the
technology. Fssentially. the system
works by two little microphones set
inside the earpieces relaying the
noise they detect to an amplifier,
which then inverts the phase of the
signal and mixes it with the music
source, which is also amplified. The
result is that much of the steady
state noise (hums, buzzes, droning,
hissing), is removed. lronically,
because this load is taken off your
ears (and brain), you suddenly
become far more sensitive to other
sounds out of the PXC-250's
processing band, like very low
frequency vibration and high pitched
rattles.

It's easy to be cynical - the
history of hi-fi wonder gadgets isn't a
happy one - but | found the PXC-250
an impressive package. First, even
considering its hefty £90 price tag, it
is impeccably built despite weighing a
mere 65g. The system comes in a
soft but sturdy case which is easily
big enough to accommodate an MP3
walkie and a couple of memory cards
t00.The phones themselves fold
neatly into a small, flat bundle for
storage, and then unfold easily for
use. They're also very comfortable to

wear, even for long periods. Still,
because of their folding design, don't
expect them to have the Herculean
strength of a standard pair of
Sennheiser hi-fi cans.

The processor unit is a small,
wand-like affair that takes the single
AA battery and has a single power
on-off control and a |.8m captive
cable. Put the phones over your ears,
switch on and suddenly you find the
PXC-250s cutting out a good
proportion of the steady-state noise
around you, making listening quite
an eerie sensation. They don't
completely remove every bit of rattle
and hum you understand, but do cut
out a surprising amount of drone and
general ‘whoosh'. Suddenly you can
actually focus on the music. and hear
quite a lot of subtle treble and
midband detail too. Even powered up
with no sound, the phones still cut
out a lot of noise - just put them on,
switch them on and hear the
environment disappear!

When you do listen to music,
you'll notice some small artefacts
from the system in some circum-
stances - sometimes there's a slightly
wobbly midband with ‘broken’ piano
notes, and loss of bass power and
general loss of immediacy. Still,
general sound quality is good - sweet
and smooth, it's not far short of the
excellent entry-level (passive) PX-
100s. Whatever your views on signal
purity, 'm in no doubt is that
listening to music with a slightly
'processed' feel is still far more
enjoyable than listening to pure,
unaduiterated audio complete with
high levels of constant background
roar.This, frankly, is the point of
NoiseGard, and why it gets a firm
thumbs up.

Sennheiser PXC-250 £90

www.sennheiser.co.uk
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PORTABLE PARTNERS - SENNHEISER'S
OTHER MOBILE MP3 TRAVELLING
COMPANIONS.

MX 500 £19

Top of the company's stereo in-ear headphone
range, these are the best of their type for
audiophiles on the move. Extremely smooth
and couth, yet very detailed and musical, they
have none of the traditional nasties present in
budget earbuds. Don't be fooled by the low
level hough - it's easy to forget these have a
tiny fead-mounted slider control which needs
to be set to maximum for high volumes.
Briliant with CD, MP3 or MO portables!
Type: dynamic, ear coupling intra-aural
Weight (without cable): 6 g

Impedance: 32 Ohm

Cable length: 1Tm

Frequency response: 18Hz-22KHz
THD: 1 %

PX100 £30

Sennheiser's cheapest conventional head-
phone sounds stunningly good for its £30 retail
price. Aside from excellent build

quality and a nifty little carrying case, it's one
of the most comfortable cans on the market,
and a brilliant performer at the price. Very
fast, detailed and musical, it's nevertheless
very smooth and refined - embarrassing its
bigger, closed back PX200 brother in this
respect. True budget esoterica.

Type: dynamic, ear coupling intra-aural
Weight (without cable): 6 g

Impedance: 32 Ohm

Cable length: 3.5m

Frequency response: 15Hz-27KHz

THD: <0.1 %
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DREAMS CAN
COME TRUE

Computer audiophiles yearning for the arrival of affordable DVD-RW have just had
their prayers answered by Archos. David Price tries out its new DEx DVD-RW

external rewriter.

omputer DVD burn-
ers hit the UK in late

1998, retailing for not

much under £1000,
and it seems to have

taken an age for them

to come down to sensible prices
such as the £299 of the Archos you
see before you.

The DEx DVD-RW is an
external burner with the ability to
write to DVYD-RAM and DVD-R at
2x, and DVD-RW at Ix, along with
CD-R at 12x and CD-RW at 8x. It
also works as a 32x CD-ROM drive,
10x DVD-ROM drive, 2x DVD-RAM
drive and 8x DVD-R drive. It uses a
fast USB 2.0 interface, which works
at up to 480 Mbits/sec, but is
backwardly compatible with all USB
I.] connectors. Like all Archos
products, it's 'hot-swappable’ (it can
be disconnected and reconnected
without having to reboot your
computer system) and compatible
with both Mac and PC. Measuring
240x150x50mm, it's a pretty
standard sized external design, that's
pretty sturdily builc for its 1.2kg
mass. As per Archos's Jukebox
Recorder MP3 | tested last year, it

SPECIFICATIONS:

WRITING TO:

CD-R/RW: Disc at Once, Track at Once, Session at Once,
Packet Write;

DVD-R: Disc at Unce, Incremental Kecording DVU-RW: Disc
at Once, Incremental Recording. Restricted Overwrite
ACCESS TIMES (READ): CD 95ms, DVD-ROM 100ms, DVD-
RAM 140ms

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:

Microsoft Windows Y88k, 2000, ME, XP, Pentium HI 50U
MHz or equivalent (minimum); 800MHz or equivalent {for
analogue MPEG Capture); 1.6GHz (for MPEG 2 capture from
DV). 128 MB RAM, 60U MiB available hard disk space {up to
800 MB with optional content), minimum monitor display
resofution of 1UZ4x/68 at 16 bit colour, USB 2.U port
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gives the
impression
that it's built
for many
years of
service,
unlike
several South
Korean
branded
rivals I've
tried.

The DEx
comes complete with Roxio (once
Adaptec) VideoWave Movie Creator
DVD mastering software which lets
you create and ‘publish' a new disc
from scratch. You can store vast
amounts of music files in any number
of formats (WAV, MP3, etc) or
transfer digital photographs from
your computer system or directly
from a digital video camera. The DEx
can also be used as an optical hard
disk device via a DYD-RAM that can
be written and rewritten up to
100,000 times, giving a storage
capacity of up to 4.7GB - which is
approximately eight times that of
CD.This equates to around 70 hours
of MP3 music, nine hours of CD
albums, or 2 hours of MPEG video -
or any combination thereof - on one
DVD.

The package contains the DEx
itself, along with a USB 2.0 cable, 12v
power adapter and a disc of Roxio
software for CD and DVD editing
software. Drivers are supplied on a
floppy disc, and there's a crisply
written manual in five languages. The
bundled software is excellent, and
brings DVD-R's full power to the
fore, but then again it would have
been nice to have had something
which was far more reaching in audio
terms. Right now, to burn high quality

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

audio DVDs, either at DVD video's
maximum permitted two channel
24bit, 96kHz PCM resolution or at
the full 24bit, 192kHz DVD audio
rate, aspiring mastering engineers will

need a 24/96 soundcard, plus
Syntrillium's Cool Edit Pro (or
suchlike). For DVD-A discs, the
additional purchase of a special
authoring application like Minnetonka
Audio Software’s discWelder STEEL
(see the News section) is needed.

The DEx worked superbly during
the test period, doing exactly what it
was told to do without fuss. The USB
20 interface is usefully quick,
although some will question the lack
of FireWire. Speeds are slower than
those reared on 'modern' CD
burners, but then again this Archos is
an unashamedly ‘affordable’ product.
Pirate DVD copiers will have to fork
out substantially more for a fast
internal drive, to conduct of their
despicable, nefarious and dishonest
activities! Overall then, thumbs firmly
aloft for this polished yet practical
product. Recommended.

Archos DEx DVD-RW £299
Archos (UK) Ltd

Tel: +44 (0)1793 441510

www.archos.com



welcome to

world favourites

Here's a list of products that are a good buy. We've tried to cater for a range of tastes, identifying
strong products in every area. We're agnostic so you'll find a wide range of products, from valve
pre-amps through to MiniDisc players. Products marked * are recently out of production but

make a good second-hand buy.

Prices shown are those at
the time of the review

Sonic Frontiers Transport Cutting edge
design and technology.

COMPACT DISC

ARCAM FM] CD23 £1100
This British-built player is extremely versatile.
Controlled and detailed with a musical
insight that few match. (jul 2000)

CAMBRIDGE CD4SE* £200
A touch soft in the treble but outstanding in
every other respect. (Feb 98)

KENWOOD DP-3080/11* £180
Has great clarity and presence for the price.
Not as naturally expressive as the CD4SE
though. (Feb 98)

LINN KARIK I1* £1775
Under rated and overlooked, the final Karik
was a gem. Superb transport gives a brilliantly
tight, grippy dynamic sound, albeit tonalty
rather dry.

MARANTZ CD-17 KI-S £1100
The Marantz excels in all areas. Without
doubt this is one of the most involving COD
players on the planet. Build quality is also
exemplary. (Sep 97)

MARANTZ CD-63

MKII KI-S* £400
Similar to the CD-63SE but more powerful
bass and an all-round smoother sound. The
famous Ki tweaks pay off again. Whether or
not it is still pre-eminent against the vastly
improved competition is a matter of opinion.

MERIDIAN 506 20-BIT* £1100
Very detailed and revealing player. More
cerebral than visceral sounding, however.
(May 95)

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-RAY £800
Commonsense sturdy CD player of
exceptional ability. Clear and detailed with
high quality internal processing system.The
X-Ray is inclined to show up poor
recordings, but it's only doing its job! (Feb
99)

NAD S500 £1000
This dynamic top of the range Silverline
spinner delights with any type of music.
Exciting, sophisticated sounding and highly
recommended.(Jun 2000)

ROKSAN CASPIAN £895
The Caspian has a smooth, slightly bright
sound with some of the clearest treble in the
business.Very engaging, dynamic character.
(Aug 97)

ROTEL RCD 951 £300
HDCD capability at a midrange price. Plain
Jane looks but solid construction. There is
some higher than average measured
distortion which may take the edge off this
otherwise tempting product. (Aug 99)

COMPACT DISC
TRANSPORTS

SONIC FRONTIERS

TRANSPORT £6999
Cutting-edge design and technology combine
to make this one very desirable product.The
only problem is the fantasy hi-fi price. (Sep
98)

TEAC P-30 £2500
Cheap it isn't, but then it sounds like a
million digital dollars. Nothing short of
superb. (Jun 97)

TEAC VRDS-TI £600
Excellent mid-price silver disc spinner with a
powerful, expansive and warm sound. Easily
beats most sub-£1000 designs. A good choice
for the budget concious who want the
best.(Feb 95)

DACs

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO

DACMAGIC 3* £99
Superb value for money with extensive
facilities and solid, detailed sonics. Upgrades
any sub-£300 player.

DCS ELGAR £8500
Future-proof convertor which will handle
24/96 and 24/192. Extremely open and
natural performer. (Nov 97)

DPA LITTLE BIT 3* £299
A taste of the high end on a budget. Rich,
clean, punchy sound transforms budget CD
players.

MIDIMAN FLYING COW £299
Excellent as a DAC and doubles as an ADC
for archiving to CDR. (Jun 98) Great value, as
is junior version Flying Calf at £109. (Feb 99)

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-DAC* £300
A bargain for normal CDs and even better
with HDCDs (Nov 97)

SONIC FRONTIERS

PROCESSOR 3 £6999
Quality never comes cheap! This DAC oozes
class and when matched with the Transport 3
is certainly up with the best. (Sep 98)

TURNTABLES

LINN SONDEK LPI2 BASIK £1100
Off the pace these days in many respects but
still an extremely sweet and engaging listen
with a quintessentially analogue sound.

Wortd Rasiio Mt

MICHELL GYRODEC SE £775
Exquisitely built, infinitely upgradeable deck
that gives true high end sound at mid-fi
prices.

MICHELL ORBE £2000
Fantastically capable all rounder with
commanding, powerful, detailed sound that
gets the best from almost any arm and
cartridge. Supreme build, brilliant value. (Apr
95)

ORIGIN LIVE

STANDARD (KIT) £145
Good in standard form with AC motor:
frighteningly good with a DC motor and
batrery PSU

PINK TRIANGLE TARANTELLA£680
Not only does the Tarantella have more style
than a catwalk full of models, it also
combines PT's usual clarity with real
authority. (Oct 97)

PRO-JECT DEBUT £110
Straight out of the box and onto the shelf!
Nothing short of a bargain.Vinyl's never had
it so good, so cheaply!

REGA PLANAR 2 £214
Brilliant starter deck with extremely polished
manner. Better built £274 Planar 3 is a great
all-in-one package that eats mid-price CD
players for breakfast.

ROKSAN XERXES X £1295
DSU or XPS 3.5 power supply £150/170
extra. Excellent pitch stability from a new
Swiss motor and outboard power supply.
Very tight bass, fine dynamics and revealing
clarity. (Jan 97)

SYSTEMDEK I1X900*/RB250 £330
A fine all-rounder and easy to upgrade too.
More depth and breadth than Rega Planar 3.
(Sep 94)

VESTAX BDT-2000 £225
A stylish looking deck with infinitely variable
speed 16-90 rpm, DC belt drive and built-in
MM phono stage. Good value, with plenty of
chassis room for alternative arms, if required.
(Sep 99)

TONEARMS

HADCOCK 242 SE £649
Latest of a long line of unipivot arms. Added
mass makes the 242 suitable for both low
compliante MCs and strawein-the-wind high
compliance types. Revised geometry and
chromium plating completes a first-class job.
(Jun 2000)

NAIM ARO* £975
Truly endearing and charismatic performer -
wonderfully engaging mid-band makes up for
softened frequency extremes

REGA RB300 £180
Some may prefer the simpler RB250 at £130.
Deiled, tight, rhythmic sound but tonally rather
grey and cold-sounding. Still excellent value, though.
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BB Salon

List No 79 - February 2003

NEW, Ex-dem and Used Equipment

-Our prices are 10 - 20% below market value for rapid turnover

- All used equipment guaranteed for six months; new and ex-dem adds manufacturer
guarantee. -New (factory) sealed boxes indicated (New), Ex-dem (Ex-D) or Used

(s/h) Goods mostly shipped next day delivery by TNT. UPS premium service costs £9

per box UK next day.

VINYIL
LFD Mistral MM/MC Phono Stage

£199

£299

Stainless steel (s/h)

NIGITALzz=======~
Burmester 970 DAC

-

Eu22,900 POA

TAS Class 1 product (Ex-D)

Gryphon Adagio CD Player (Ex-D)

£4,300 £2,995

2nd level upsampling redefines CD! One only!

AMPLIFIERS
Audio Innovations Series 500 (s/h) as new -

£ 595

Integrated valve amp with phono input

Audio Research's classic SP9 Iil

£2,850 £1,350

Rare and exquisite; silver; mint (s/h)

Bow Wazoo XL

£2495 £1,495

Integrated Amplifier 75 wpc, (Ex-Dem)

"The Wand" silver remote controller (New)
conrad-johnson PV14L pre-amp (s/h)

£ 329
£2,200

£ 249
£1,150

3-hrs use. Plus 12 unused NOS valves for £100. See Hi-Fi+ review

Gryphon Sonata/ Allegro/ Legato

£10,600 £6,900

State of Heart pre-amp with phono stage
Dual monaural, ultimate construction (Ex-D)

Gryphon Callisto 2100 Integrated amplifier £3,600 £2,750
2 x 100 wpc, (s/h) as new; magnificent sound
Manley Labs 240/100 Monoblocks (pair) £8,450 £3,500

Pentode/ triode switchable, amazing pro gear Current list is for a revised "Neo"
model (Ex-D)

Manley Labs Stingray Integrated amp £2,225 £1,250
New, but box opened; innovative and distinguished

Mark Levinson Power Amplifiers

No 335 (250 wpc) (New, sealed box) £8,495  £6,995
No 436 (350 wpc into 8 ohms, doubling) (Ex-D) £12,495 £8495
Musical Fidelity A100 (s’h) £1,495 £ 695
Class A, integrated amp, separate PSU

PassLabs Aleph-5 (s/h) £3,350 £1.750
60 wpc, s/e RCA and Balanced

PM Components 211SE monoblocks £2800 £1,295
Near Offer Considered; additional set of GE NOS valves

Schematic included; very impressive

Selection of unused GE NOS tubes for above £370 £ 200
Sugden MasterClass Pre-amp (s/h) £2,300 £1,250
Bal and s/e; remote; slimline; Class A

Tenor Audio 75 Wp (OTL tube monoblocks) $20,900 POA
Winner TAS Golden Ear 2002

LOUDSPEAKERS=========

Audio Physic Virgo 3 (New!) Reduced price £3,990 £1,990
Unused but slight dent (Luxury Cherry)

Kharma Ceramique 1.2 Reference Monitors £14,995 £8,495
Focal tweeter, piano black, crated, as new

ProAc Future Two (Birds Eye Maple) £11,450 £5,995
Glorious state-of-the art. (New)

ProAc Future Point Five (Cherry) £3,500 £2,495
Just run in, mint, boxed (Ex-D)

Revel Performa F30 Three-way monitors £2,995 £1,695
(Cherrywood) Slight dents (Ex-D)

Wilson Audio 6.1 £20,000 £10,995

Crated, 18 months old, piano black
Final Price Reduction

For updated and comprehensive list of equipment and audio cables, please visit
www.audiosalon.co.uk .
Tel: 0141 357 5700. E-mail: info@audiosalon.co.uk

Try an £800 Interconnect
working in your system for 10 days and
Keep it for only £99....

T IS no longer a secret that cables always | mit the

potential performance of a system. Now you can hear

for yourself a top level interconnect which is sold well
below market price. Buying from the maker saves
substantial packaging, marketing and distribution markups.
Unlike other cables, Stratos wire, and materials are unique;
plugs, and soldering techniques are hand-crafted. The
original specifications were designed and refined by one of
the world's leading audiophile designers. By consensus of
experienced customers the sonic performance equals and
exceeds respected interconnects up to the £800 point; the
figure is not our wild claim. Now in its third series and sixth
year, AudioSource cables are a cult with worldwide sales.

Literature and product information are readily available.
Home trial offers a full refund if not impressed.

One metre stereo pair using our own phosphor bronze RCA

plugs or Neutrik' s balanced XLR plugs costs £125, or £99
for one half metre. For longer lengths add £35 per stereo
metre per pair.

A full range of digital cords and audio mains cables from
£55 up to our £150 Integra are available. AudioSource now
offer a six (£349) or eight way (£389) mains conditioner
outlet, hand made from non-plastic, non-ferrous materials
for amazing mains purity.

Poor cables and impure mains are the most common cause
of disappointment and expensive upgrading.

Invest in the connections.
And here's a tip: use a
£14.95 bottle of Kontak
cleaner to keep them
clean.

www.audiosource.co.uk Phoe: 0141 357 5700
email: info@audiosource.co.uk Fax: 0141 339 9762




Prices shown are those at the
time of the review

Pro-ject Phono Box. Provides an
inexpensive introduction to all that
vinyl has to offer.

SME 3009s11 £309
Once state of the art, but no longer. Weak at
frequency extremes and detail, but its
legendary serviceability makes it a cult in
Japan. Can be picked up for peanuts second-
hand. (Jan 93)

SME 309 £689
A down-market version of the IV andV with
aluminium armtube and detachable headsheli.
Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but
lacks the IV's pace and precision. Like the
older SME 3009 series, this arm is also
available in 10" and 12" versions. (Jan 93)

CARTRIDGES

AUDIO TECHNICA

AT-1 |0E £30
Great starter cartridge that's refined, detailed
and musical beyond its price. Best value MM
under £50

GOLDRING 1012GX £74
An accomplished MM with a solid bass,
shightly forward midband and clean transients.
Very reasonable price for such an able
performer. (Jul 93)

DNM MICA £185
Betters Goldring's 1042 and costs only £135
on trade-in.An assured and transparent MM.
(Feb 98)

DYNAVECTOR DV20X-H £299
The best modern budget MC combines
deliciously sweet sound with fantastie get-up
and-go. High output version works a treat
with valve phono stages too.

MUSIC MAKER £575
When mated with a good quality arm, this
hand finished high-output pick-up gives an
ear-boggling account of itself.Very high
compliance ensures maximum information
retrleval. An absclute (grain oriantated) gem.
(Feb 99)

ORTOFON MC 7500 £2000
Conclusive proof that there's hope for the
world. It’s a fong time ago now but this high-
priced favourite still earns its niche - CD
lovers would die if they heard it.

(May 94)

ORTOFON MC I5

SUPER Il £140
Not quite as good as the dearer Supremes
but the Super Il is a splendid introduction to
the joys of moving-coil cartridges.

GOLDRING 1042 £130
One of the best Moving Magnet cartridges
going, with beautiful treble and muscular
bass. New low price makes it a bargain.

ORTOFON ROHMANN £1000

In a way it's MC 2000 meets MC 7500 with
great tonal strengths and a dynamo sound.

(Apr 96)

INTEGRATED

AMPLIFIERS

AUDIO ANALOGUE

PUCCINI SE £595
This superbly-built Italian integrated has a
lucidity and control which leaves others
nowhere. Sound stage a wow. (Dec 97)

AUDIOLAB 8000a * £495
Well rounded integrated with smooth and
detailed sound plus a huge feature count.
Great build makes later versions a top used
buy.

DENON PMA-250SE £160
It might not have bags of grunt but the
Denon can sound exceedingly natural and
open. (Feb 97)

McINTOSH MA6800* £3735
The MA6800 not so much plays music as
takes control of it, with effortless bass drive.
(Sep 95)

MISSION CYRUS 2 *
Classic eighties minimalism combines

£299

arresting styling with clean, open, lively sound.

Further upgradable with PSX power supply.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

X-CANS2 £160
Warm, sumptuous, sweet sound h/phone
amp. gives startling results with a decent set
of headphones.

NAIM NAIT 3 * £575
Superb rhythms and dynamics make for great
music making, but tonally monochromatic.
Super optional plioro stage malces it ideal for
vinyl junkies.

ROKSAN CASPIAN £695
Smooth, warm integrated with remote
control that works happily into most
‘speakers. (Dec 97)

SONNETEER ALABASTER £995
Builds on the strengths of the Campion with
ample control, colour and drive. (Oct 97)

PHONO STAGES

CREEK OBH-8 SE £180

Punchy, rhythmic character with oodles of
detail makes this a great budget audiophile
product.

LFD MISTRAL

PHONO STAGE * £300
The Mistral has a warmth and involvement
that make many pricier stages sound
overpriced.

MICHELL DELPHINI

MONOBLOCS £1995
Analogue tour-de-force gives supremely
clean, detailed and finely resolved sound with
breathtaking dynamics. Great value, even at
this price.

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-LP £125

One of the famous MF X series. Full marks
throughout for clarity and detail. Switchable
between MM and MC. Indestructible build!

(May 99)

PRO-JECT PHONO BOX £39
Not the last word in many respects but a
thoroughly honest piece of work. Inexpensive
introduction to all that vinyl has to offer. MM
and MC provision plus choice of two
impedances.

ROKSAN ARTAXERXES X £950
With the Attessa PSU the Artaxerxes X
MM/MC stage still shines. Great stage
depth, neutrality and tenal colour

(Oct 97)

248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am to 6.30pm Closed Thurs & Sun)

€< Would you like to upgrade your Naim
SYSTEMS  Call 020 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 now!

Job Opportunity
We have a vacancy for a
young enthusiastic 18 - 20
year old sales and customer
service person. Experience
not necessary but good com-
munication skills. would be an
advantage. Above average
income potential. Please write
to lan Anderson sending your
C.V to the address above.

Each year we replace our Naim demonstration stock
giving you an oppoitunity to make a substantial

saving on our normal price! All products are boxed

with full two year warranty. Only one of each available

Interest Free period of nine months available - please call for details.

8 NAC 52 Preamp (£3850) £2690 B SuperCap Power Supply (£2450) £1795

8 NAC 102 Preamp (£1210) £799 B NAP 180 Power Amplifier (£1220) £859

BNA CDX Player (£2470) £1729 W NAP 250 Power Amplifier (£1910) £1339

B NA CDS/2 Player (£4165) £3099 W NAP 500 Power Amplifier (£10995) £7995
We have a few new units available at 15% off list price - please call for deisils

Featured
NAC 82 Preamp
one only available

Was (2500) Offer price £1795
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SONNETEER SEDLEY £399
Combines transparency and fine dynamics
with excellent rhythmic ability. (May 98)

PRE-AMPLIFIERS

AMC (100 £150
Suffers from un-defeatable tone controls but
an extremely good value plece of kit.
Partners the similarly budget level AMC 2200
power amplifier, also at £150. Comfortable
beginners’ choice. (Mar 99)

AUDIO ANALOGUE

BELLINI £475
Showcases AA's characteristic mix of clarity
and musicality and blasts the competition.
(Apr 98)

CHORD CPAI1800 £1800
Clarity, insight and control are second to
none - an addictive mixture. (Mar 98)

CROFT VITALE £350
A modestly priced valve pre-amp with
exceptionally transparent performance. MM
phono stage plus three line stages are
standard.Volume controls are separate for
each channel, thus giving balance adjustment.
A remarkable item in all respects.

(Feb 2000)

XTC PRE-I * £1000
Almost valve-like in its smoothness, the line-
level Pre-1 is warm and seductively clear.
(Nov 96)

POWER AMPLIFIERS

ARCAM ¢ * £400
With 70W on tap, the 9P will drive most
loudspeakers with a spacious and detailed
sound. Good bass welly too. (Dec 96)

CHORD SPM400 £1400
There's a sense of effortless power to the
Chord that gives music real scale and
presence. (Mar 98)

MARANTZ MODEL ¢ * £8000
Authentic reproduction monoblocs still more
than cut the sonic mustard. Highly expensive
and highly sought after.(Mar 97)

MICHELL ALECTO £1989
Crisp. clean and beautifully controlled with
gorgeous styling. Partnered with the £1650
Orca this is a superb winning combo.

(Oct 98)

M S

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-A200£1000/pair
200W of high-end monobloc power in a
grooved tube. (Aug 98)

NAIM NAPI80 £1060
Partnered with a NAC82, this has classic
Naim control, and a superbly rhythmic
presentation.

TUNERS

CAMBRIDGE T500 £180
An extremely engaging tuner with a
performance at odds with its low price. Not
exactly a Troughline, but you may not
notice... (Feb 99)

CREEK T43 £399
Excellent detail, separation and dynamics. A
great little tuner and unbeatable at this price.
(May 98)

MARANTZ STI7 £600

A positive dreadnought of a tuner. Sweet and
refined but with a heavy punch when needed.
A tuner of this quality demands a decent
aerial. (Jul 99)

MISSION CYRUS FM7* £300
Clear and lucid sound puts it up with the
best. Superb build too. (Apr 94)

NAIM NATO03 £595
The NATO03's warm, atmospheric sound is
further proof of Naim's proficiency with
tuners. (Sep 93)

SONY ST-SA3ES* £250
Beguiling RDS tuner for the sonically
discerning. Good ergonomics and sensitive
too.

(Apr 97)
CASSETTE DECKS
AIWA AD-S750* £200

Sonically a very decent machine at the price.
Comes fitted with Dolby B, C and the dead
handy Dolby S. (Apr 96)

AIWA AD-$950* £300
A stable transport, superb head and Dolby §
make the AD-S9S0 an excellent all-rounder.
(Feb 9S)

KENWOOD KX-3080* £160
A simple deck, but excellent-quality head and
transport give top quality sound.

(Oct 96)

PIONEER CT-S740S £430
A great piece of engineering from Pioneer,
with first-rate sound. (Jun 96)

YAMAHA KX-580SE* £250
The 'SE’ tag is more than a marketing
gimmick. Sound is solid and clear with Dolby
S. (Sep 97)

LOUDSPEAKERS

Kef Cresta | loudspeakers
A very musical sound

CASTLE EDEN £469
Impressively vice-free 'speakers that offer
great transparency and involvement. One of a
select band that simply makes music
regardless. (Mar 97)

EPOS ESI2 * £495
Strong, punchy bass is allied to finely detailed,
articulate midrange and sparkling treble.
(Oct 96)

KEF CRESTA | £100
Delightfully sophisticated presentation for
the price Won't blow the roof off, but will
deliver a very musical sound. (April 2000)

KLIPSCH HERESY Il £1100
An outstanding high sensitivity loudspeaker
with midrange and treble horns coupled with
infinite baffie 12" bass driver. Effortless, fast
and accurate. (May 99)

MISSION 752 * £495
Cracking mid-price mini towers combined

HDA drive units and metal dome tweeters
with surprisingly warm results. Benign load
characteristics makes them great for valves.

MISSION 771 £170
Characteristically fast, punchy Mission sound
from the Aerogel mid/bass and silk-dome
tweeter. (Jul 98)

248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am to 6.30pm Closed Thurs & Sun)

Would you like to upgrade your Naim

Call 020 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 now!

ach year we replace our Naim demonstration stock
giving you an opportunity to make a substantial
saving on our normal price! All products are boxed

with full two year warranty. Only one of each available
Interest Free period of nine months available - please call for details.

B NAC 52 Preamp (£3850) £2690 B SuperCap Power Supply (£2450) £1795

0 NAC 102 Preamp (£1210) £799 B NAP 180 Power Amplifier (£1220) £859

B NA CDX Player (£2470) £1729 B NAP 250 Power Amplifier (£1910) £1339
0 NA CDS/2 Player (£4165) £3099 B NAP 500 Power Amplifier (£10995) £7995

We bave a few new mmits available at 15% off list price - plaase call for details
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year old sales and customer
service person. Experience
not necessary but good com-
munication skills. would be an
advantage. Above average
income potential. Please write
to lan Anderson sending your
C.V to the address above.




QUAD ESL 63 * £3450
A reference against which all other
loudspeakers are judged, the '63s have
superb imaging and genuine transparency.

TANMOY AMSS * £2700
Bold sounding pro active monitor with solid
bass. clear midrange and delicious treble.
(Aug 96)

TANNOY MERCURY m2 * £140
A vue audiophile bargain which embarrasses
many more expensive boxes. Never mind the
price, let your ears decide. (May 97)

MINIDISC PLAYERS

KENWOOD DM-9090 £500
One of the best MD players yet ATRAC 4.5
gives clean and very musical recordings from
this Kenwood. (Jan 98)

SONY MDS-)B930Q £250
Great mid-price machine that adds better
build and facilities to the "530's already
excellent sonics.

SONY MDS-JASOES * £1300
This Sony can put the wind up Nakamichi
cassette decks when used with better blank
MDs. (Apr 98)

SONY MDS-)ESS5ES

MiniDisc recorder £520
The best sounding MD deck made so far,
thanis to awesome build and heroic ATRAC-
DSP Type R coding.

SONY MDS-JES10 £300
An impressive sound and unmatched
convenience make this MiniDisc player an

KENWOOD DMF-9020 £500
An excellent tool for home recording,
combines convenience, superb sound and a
fair price.(Aug 99)

MARANTZ DR-17 £1100
Probably the best sounding CD recoder on
the market. Built like a brick out house with
a true audiophile sound. HOCD

compatible (july 2000}

PHILIPS CDR-765 £360
One of the first twin deck recorders/players
that boasts high speed dub facilisy. Playback
could be warmer, but stli a bargaln. (Oct 99)

PIONEER PDR-555RW £480
Excellent mid-priced CD recorder that both
plays and records with equal panache.

(Oct 99)

SONY TCD-8 DATMAN * £599
Super clean and detailed sound makes this an
amazing portable. Not as robust as it should
be though.

DVD PLAYERS

DENON DVD-5000 £1600
Monster build, as you'd expect at this price.
Facilites and gadgets galore and drop-dead
high end looks.A very smooth and sophis-
ticated sound, although not as good as
similarly-priced CD players.(Mar 99)

PIONEER DV-717 £700
Well built and a solid performer, with a ‘true’
24/96 digital output. Facilities in abundance
and a controlled, exciting way with CD
replay. Shame it lacks a Dolby Digital

SENNHEISSER HD-490 £50
Good value cans with an exciting and bassy
sound. Everything one should look for in
headphones at a sensible price.

INTERCONNECTS

Nordost Blue Heaven
A simple and effective upgrade

CHORD COMPANY

CHAMELEON 2 £90/m
One of our favourite favourites, the
Chameleons are musical performers with a
smooth yet open sound.

DNM RESON £40/m
Neutral and transparent, and a steal at forty
quid!

NORDOST

BLUE HEAVEN £150/m
Some of the fastest and most transparent
cable around. A simple and effective upgrade.

VAN DEN HUL

ULTIMATE THE FIRST  £260/0.6m
Carbon interconnects that help you forget
the electronics and concentrate on the
music. Miraculous transparency.

excellent buy. ‘(j:::‘;;;!) LCUDSPEAKER CABLE
N
SONY DVP-S725 £490 C I Ol Py

Pioneer DVD-717. A well built and
solid performer.

DIGITAL RECORDERS
ALESIS MASTERDISK £1400
A groundbreaking hard disc recorder with a

buile-in CD drive, An amazing bit of kit, and
a glimpse of the future. (July 2000)

3.

Yee
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One of the best buys in the DVD market.
Available in a dodgy white case, but the
facilities and performance more than make
up for this. Excellent with both music and
wisuals, and 2 whale hosr of up ro the minute
facilities to keep you occupied.(Mar 2000)

HEADPHONES

JECKLIN FLOAT

MODEL TWO £99
Wonderful panel-like and open sound from
these esoteric-looking headclamps. Do not
wear in public unless you like being made a
fool of!

RUMOUR £9.95/m
The Rumour is our reference at the price.
Tight and tuneful bass mixed with air and
space results in a cracking cable for the
money.

DNM RESON £6.95/m
This cable has a transparency of sound that's
rarely heard at the price. Excellent value for
money.

NORDOST

BLUE HEAVEN £375/3m pair
This isn't cheap, but it sounds absolutely fab.
An open and spacious sound that simply
calties (usic.

SAVE UP TO 50% ON EX-DISPLAY BARGAINS

SOME AS NEW WITH 1 YR WARRANTY. 24HR DEL ONLY £5. CHECK AVAILABLITY BEFORE ORDERING

CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 245 Lee tigh Road. London, SE13 5PL

0% APR is availabie on purchases of more than £660. Please call for details. Confirm stock before visit. E&OE

Arcam DV88 DVD Player (1Yr Gitee) ........ (999.00) £599.00 Lexicon MC1 Processor (2Yr Gftee) ........ (5500.00) £3795.00
Arcam FMJ A22 Dave Amplifier (1Yr G/tee) . . .(1849.00) £999.00 Naim CDX CD Player (2Yr G/tee) . ....... (2470.00) £1729.00
Arcam FMJ P25 3 Ch P/Amp (1Yr G/tee) ... .. (999.00) £599.00 Naim CDS/2 Piayer (2Yr G/tee) ......... (6256.00) £4595.00
Linn Classik K CD system (2Yr Grtee) ........ (999.00) £749.00 Naim 102 Preamplifier (2Yr/Gtee) . ... ... (1210.00) £859.00
Linn Karik/2 CD PlayerS/H (1Yr G/tee) . .(new 1850.00) £649.00 Naim 72 Preamplifier (2Yr G/tee) ........ (767.00) £429.00
Linn Kan 4 Speakers (2YrGfee) ........... (325.00) £229.00 Naim NAP 180 Power Amp (2Yr G/tee) .. .(1220.00) £899.00
Linn Keosa Speakers (2YrG/tee) ........... (495.00) £279.00 Naim NAP 250 Power Amp S/H (1Yr G/tee) (1805.00) £995.00
Uinn Kairn Line Preamp (1Yr G/tee) 50% ... .(1400.00) £799.00 Naim NAP 250 Power Amp (2Yr G/tee) . . .(1805.00) £1339.00
Linn 5103 DTS System Controller (2Yr Gitee) .(3250.00) £2200.00 Naim Intro Spkrs - Beech (1Yr G/tee) .. ... (790.00) £549.00
Linn LP12/lingo/Akito S/H (1YR G/ee) ... .. (2250.00) £1095.00 Naim NAP500 Power Amp (2Yr G/tee) . . .(10995.00) £7995.00
Linn Keilidh Blk S/H (1YrG/tee) ............ (775.00) £385.00 Rotel RV 985 DVD Player (2Yr G/tee) 50% .(625.00) £279.00
Linn Sizmik Sub Woofer (2Yr Gftee) ......... (995.00) £749.00 TAG DV32R DVD Player (2Yr/Gtee) ...... (3995.00) £2995.00
Linn Keitik Speakers Wal (2Yr G/tee)50% . . . .(6000.00) £2595.00 Yamaha AX620 AV Amplifier (2Yr/Gtee) . . . .(399.00) £279.00
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welcome to

world favourites

CASSETTE -AMPLI

NAKAMICHI DR-2

A great machine with Nakamichi's legendary
heads. The lowest cost ‘true’ Nakamichi at
the time, retailing for £600.

NAKAMICHI CR-7

The last of the great ones, and definitely the
best Nakamichi ever (yes. better than a
Dragon)

YAMAHA TC-800G

Early classic in serious cassette. Its ski-slope
looks got it a cult following once it had
ceased to be simply ugly.

CD PLAYERS

MERIDIAN 207

Beautifully-built two-box with pre-amp stage.

Very musical although not as refined as
modern Bitstream gear. No digital output.

PIONEER PD-91

Built-to-last player with easy upgrade routes
for modifiers. Not knockout as it stands but
get one cheap and have a go!

CAMBRIDGE CDI

The first two box player with weighted
mechanics and even an optional
Dropout/error counter. Radical and effective
at the time - a classic.

LEAK POINT ONE,TLI12 &TLI0
Ancestors of hi-fi, consequently expensive
nowadays. As with all vintage valve stuff,
overhauling is de rigueur before use, using
original parts if possible.

LEAK PRE-AMPS

Line of ‘good for their time’ pre-amps. Use of
EF86 pentode valve for high gain rules out
ultra performance. Not the highest-fi.

LEAK STEREO 20

Excellent workaday classic valve amp. In good
order the 20 will not disgrace itself.Various
upgrades are available from specialist
repairers.

LEAKTLI2+

Plentiful monobloc equivalent of Stereo 20.
Reasonably inexpensive and a tweakers'
dream. Genuine valve hi-fi on a budget.

NAD 3020

You can't argue with success! NAD's budget
transistor integrated gave thousands their
first taste of hi-fi and remains great value.

QUAD 33/303 PRE/POWER

Great style and construction, also bullet
proof.Warm and wooly sound, but easy
going. A good introduction to early
transistor audio classics.

Garrard 401
A legendary turntable.

QUAD 22/Il PRE/POWER

One of the all-time classic valve amplifiers.
Unusual circuit but it works beautifully. 22
pre-amp not up to today's standards.

SUGDEN A2l

Seventies transistor integrated has an
eminently likeable smoothness and musicality.
Limited inputs via DIN sockets.

TECHNICS SE-AS5 Mk2

Nice transformer and electronics, shame
about the casework. With tweaking, this
150watter can sound sweet.

KLIPSCHORN

Not exactly plentiful or cheap but a splendid
beast. For efficiency they have seldom been
equalled. Space hungry!

AUDIO
ILLUSION

23 Langley Broom

Langley, Berkshire SL3 8NB

(2 mins. Junc.S off the M4)

TEL: (01753) 542761 FAX: (01753) 772532
Open 10am-8pm (Mon-Sat) By appointment only

www.audioillusion.co.uk
mailto:audioillusion @btinternet.com

EVERYTHING MUST GO
MASSIVE CLEARANCE SALE
AT PRICES NEVER TO BE REPEATED
**ALL ITEMS SOLD WITH A WARRANTY**
*24]], MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED**
**MANY HALF PRICE OR LESS!!!!**
STRAIGHT AUDIO/HOME THEATRE!!!

PREMIER BRANDS

ON SALE!!!!
acurus : AVM: MONDIAL
AERIAL ACOUSTICS

CAIRN / EZO
CHORD: CLASSE
Enlightened Audio Designs
MIRAGE
Renaissance Audio Cables
OWL PROJECTORS

AVMY2

MIRAGE MC-si

SOUND =~

AW AR D

Contrast Ratio 600:1
SVGA 848 X 480
Lamplife 6600 hours
Finished in Blue / Silver
Only 3 Months Old

ACCESSURIES RETAIL SALE CHORD (see pictures below) RETAIL SALE]
MONDIAL:* MAGIC BOX Improves your Picture! NEW £ 99 £ 49 DAC64: D 1o A Converter (Silver/Gold Badge) Ex.Demo/Mint £1900 £1350
RENAISSANCE AUDIO CABLES: Many 172 Price Ex.Demo/Mint £ Call £ Call OTHER CHORD PRODUCTS AVATLARBLE - PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFO
ACLRUS - Purchase ihe Pair for £1475!!!
A250:#250W Stereo Amplifier (Black) Ex.Demo/Mint £1400 £ 750
A200X3:# 3-Channel (3x200w) Power Amp. (Black) Ex.Demo/Mint £1600 £ 850
AERIAL ACOUSTICS (see pictures Delow)
Model 5: Bookshelf Monitors-Pair(Maple) Ex.Demo/Mint £2900 £1495

Including Special Stands
Model 7B:** Floorstanding Speakers-Pair (Cherry)  Ex.Demo/Mimt £5000 £2500

Plus Special Plinths AVM - (see picture below) CLASSE 1see picture above)
AVM - (see vicure helow) CAV-150: #*# Multi-Channel Amplifier (6 x 150w)  Ex.Demo/Mint £3799 £2295
V2:# Remote PreAmplifier (Black) Ex.Demo/Mint £1175 £ 595 SSP-30#: 6.1 Processor (Silver/Black) Ex.Demo/Mint £2899 £1795
M2:# Mono Power Amplifiers — Pair (Black) Ex.Demo/Mint £1975 393pr EAD RF DEMODULATOR # (Black) Ex.Demo/Mint £ 600 £ 199
CAIRN / EZ0O MIRAGE, - Just a few_of the AIYARDS won - bottem centre
4808:# 70W Integrated Amplifier-Remote (Silver) ~ Ex.Demo/Mint £ 650 € 325 M1si: **#Refcrence Bipolar Loudspeakers (Piano BIK)  S/Hand/Mint £6000 £1995
NANDA Face Nord:# Preamplifier. 2 Analog Chan. Ex.Demo/Mint £1000 £ 459 Ma3si:**#Bipolar Floorstand Speakers (Piano Black) ~ S/Hand/Mint £3400 £1395

Dual Mono, 3 Transformers, Bal In/Outputs (Silver) MC-si**# Magnetically Shielded Centre Speaker S/Hand/Mint £ 660 £ 275

(Piano Black) - see picture bettom left
QWL [ SIM2 - (see picture on right)
- wssss SIM2 HT200-DM-F Home Cinema DLP Proiector**
SRS 800 ANSI Lumens

Ex.Demo/Mint £6000 £4650

** AWARD WINNERS / 5 STAR BEST BUYS** : # picture available
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LEAK SANDWICH

Rather warm sounding big infinite baffle but
cheap with it. With a reasonably powerful
amp can sound quite satisfying.

LOWTHER PM6A

High quality full-range driver; still
manufactured. High sensitivity, as fitted to
many classic horn designs.

MAGNEPLANAR SMGa
Touch dry in the bass but a technological
loudspeaker with genuinely musical abilities.

MISSION 770

Father of the 77 range which continues to
this day. Well mannered with a warm sound
and a kind load to amplifiers.

QUAD ESLS7

Unrivalled. Properly serviced there is nothing
like them.Their natural presentation may
make them caviar to the general.

YAMAHA NS1000M

Hi-tech favourites of the Japanese and
Americans.Viewed more warily in the UK
but can give excellent results.

TANNOY GRF & AUTOGRAPH

Folded horn monsters which certainly sound
good if you have the space. For Tannoy
vintage see HFW November 1998.

WHARFEDALE SUPER 8 RS DD

Ideal experimenters’ driver. High sensitivity
~14,000 Gauss magnet and extended
frequency range. Inexpensive too!

TANNOY YORK, LANCASTER
Many similar models of infinite baffle or
reflex design. Not the last word in tautness
but the drivers work well in modern
cabinets.

VINYL

ACOS LUSTRE
Very honest piece of kit, well made and easily

adjusted Vinyl beginners could do very much worse.

AURAL STIMULATION

Dictributed by; Henley Designs
01235511166 www.henleydesigns.co.uk
e=mail: infoshenleydesigns.co.uk

ALPHASON HRI00S

First class arm, up to present-day standards.
Buy carefully, though, as there’s no service
available now.

ARISTON RDI |

A one-time king of turniables very similar to
the Linn LP12. Now deposed but worth a
look at the right price.

LINN AXIS

Uncomplicated, lower-price version of the
famous Sondek. Less expensive than some of
its stablemates.

GARRARD 30! & 40!

Legendary turntables, once fairly plentiful.
Excellent back-up available; many different
custom plinths available. High quality.

GOLDRING LENCO 88 & 99

Great deck for the kitchen table enthusiast.
Garrard fans won't look at ‘em but cheap and
capable. Servicing available.

HADCOCK 228

Recently out-classed by Hadcock’s updated
228 Special Edition but a proper hi-fi arm for
all that. Makers still service.

MICHELL FOCUS ONE

20 years and still going strong. Early runner in
the 'modern’ turntable cycle with a first class
arm. Factory servicing available.

SHURE M75

Recent line-contact improvements have left
the M75 behind but the wide range of
needles make it a handy tool.

SME 3009 IS

Everlasting classic tone-arm. Spares
permanently available from SME. No longer
the last word but peanuts second-hand.

THORENS TDi24

Best classic deck ever?

Judging by the prices they fetch it's possible -
78rpm too!

Vedd teotilston

EX Exchange price tor MI” ffom

THORENSTDI50

Mid-price deck with a keen following. No
real difficulty with servicing - novices may
find the suspension system unnerving.

TRIO L-07D

Knockout heavyweight from 1980 with
stainless bearing and | 11b platter! Not a give-
away and beware! - spares scarce.

LEAK TROUGHLINE (ORIGINAL)
Interesting ornament but no longer hi-fi.
Limited coverage of 88MHz to 100MHz only.

LEAK TROUGHLINE Il & Ill MONO
Arguably the best-sounding tuners ever.
Adaptation for stereo easy via phono
multiplex socket.

LEAK TROUGHLINE i1l STEREO
Excellent tuner with indifferent stereo
decoding circuit. Best when adapted to use
modern outboard decoder.

MARANTZ ST-8

Possibly the ultimate Tardis console, including
an oscilloscope for checking the strength of
signal. Expensive even now.

Leak Troughline Il Mono
Arguably the best sounding tuner ever

Specialist Suppliets of Audin Accessories

www.mantra-audio.co.uk

STYLUS

ahove campames

TREPLACEMENT STYL

of accessories

MANTRA AUDIO

Be % oo o5 Sw s Qua'¥. Di-mond St
Al
£95  £76 GEX £67 | m ?‘m“;";,'go
£124  £100GEX £86 Ao
£143  E114GEX €100 | DN 145 E, DN 165 €
£133  £109 GEX Goldring  GBOO -
A - 0GR WC DT 85, DT A0
GEX - Exchange price for a ldring Hational ERE24CS,P30D. P33 D
Any make/model of cartridge accepted 8“0'0" :’;‘ f] S 'H’ﬁzg: ;'43“ 2
(! - . wfieel ALty d
m “acFinica Shure N75C.SC35C,
) 95 £ gg N75EDT2, N 75 EJ T2 1‘.
N 95 ED, N 95 EJ, N 75 3 (78) £
AT AT OC 9 ML £330 £280EX YN 35 E :
N 95 HE. N 97 HE, VN 35 HE ma
c'[')‘i_"” e7 Sony ND 142 G, ND 155 G, CN234  £1208 -
DL188 Egg ND 143 G, ND 150 G ND 200 G £1408
['; » *** Qver 500 Styli Types Stocked ***
rai
Prostige Black £40 VI8l HEADPHONE T ON
Prestige Gold  £110 £73 1
p B o GRADO
Prestige Series SR-60 £85
510 Mk £34 £22
MC 15 Super i 2130 £110 EX SR-80  £104
ME 30 56 B4 Do e SR
upreme o
MC 20 Supreme £382 £33 £X SR-225 S
c 30 Supreme £452  £385 EX , SR-325  £284
' ntrapunit B £643 £548EX Reference Series RS-1 “M1
Rohmann £837 €742 EX RS-2 ﬂ“.) gﬁ}
- All items guaranteed
£304 authentic new orignals
(SRl £265  £237 EX see our website for full selection

order direct from our secure
online catalogue

MAll URDVER (1-10 DAYS) PRIGES (INC P&P} + |NSURANCE FOR UK

%) \ Tel/Fax (01757) 288652 e-mail: enquiry@mantra-audio.co.uk
MANTRA AUDIO (HFW), 22 GARTH AVENUE, NORTH DUFFIELD, SELBY. NORTH YORKS Y08 5RP
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DELIVERY - £5 FOR FIIROPE DELIVERY & £12 FOR US/WORLDWIDE DELIVERY TO
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Choice
B < f
y ouchoose

Choice hi-fi make it easy for
you to fulfill your sonic

dreams. Quality hi-fi is not just l
about expensive brandnames. |
It’s about aspiring to the very
best sound, about choosing

your ideal system from the
widest selection in the country,
in a unique no-pressure
environment. [

yourchoic

<Acoustic Energy
-Advantage
*ATC |
*Audibie Illusions
«Audio Physic

*B.A.T

*Boulder

*Bryston

«Cary

<C.AT.

*Chord

:Clear Audio

*Denon

-DNM

«Egglaston Works
«Electrograph Delphi ‘

e

«Genelec
«Gryphon
«Graham
sImerge

:J M Lab

«Krell

«Lexicon

«Linn

‘Loewe

«Lutron

sLyra

*Mark Levinson
*Michell Eng.
<Musical Fidelity
«Naim |
«NEC
*Nordost
«Oracle
»Ortofon
«Plinius
«P.M.C.
«Primare
*Project
Quadraspire
-REL
«Rockport
<Roksan
Rotel
<Ruark

15% off all items marked throughout January

S

Qua

Kenwood L|000C pre/ L1000M Power Amp

Exposure VIl pre + Xl| psu
Harmon Kardon AVP
Dynala SDA 2.8 Pre

Fnum Dynalab P 200 Pre
Trl

g FM4 Tuner
dpa Enlightenment DAC

~cerly Salef

HOME

CINEMA
items

Qur Original

Price Retail Price
£Offers £2,500.00

595.00 £1,200.00

£175.00 £ -
£195.00 £600.00
£695.00 £1,900.00
£395.00 £995.00
£225.00 £450.00
£395.00 [

IRl :hismonth
FEATURED SYSTEM OF THE MONTH

fax 020 8392 1994

Buy,-sell,

Gamut D200 On Dem £3,250.00
JM Lab Micro Uto |a + Std Bk £3,899.00
Audio Research S £|.39S.OO -
Audio Aero 32/192 Capl(ole cD £On Dem £4,500.00
POWER AMPLIFIERS
eff Rowland Model 1 £1,49500 £ -
linius 8200P £O0n Dem £1,550.00
PRE AMPLIFIERS
Meridian 502 Pre £795.00 £1,600.00
LOUDSPEAKERS
Reference £1,750.00 £2,250.00
Audio Physic Spark £1,150.00 £1,795.00
Talon Kite Centre & Bracket £795.00 £1,750.00
Soundlab Quantum £1,795.00 £3,500.00
LM Lab Mezzo Utopia - Special Finish £4,995.00 £8,500.00
nsemble PA £995.00 £2,000.00
cD PLAYERS & DACS
Meridian 596 D £1,795.00 £2,350.00
Meridian 568.2 Processor £2,295.00 £3,600.00
TURNTABLES, ANALOGUE, VARIOUS
Benz Micro LP “new” £1,795.00 £2.400.00
Lorricraft record cleaning machine £595.00 £1,200.00
Van den Hul - cables & interconnects £ Various £ -
Harmonix interconnects £ Various £ -
iém Live Silver taper £495.00 £960.00
ME 309 arm £625.00 £770.00
amplifiers
Krel FPB 2000 £3.995.00 £8,000.00
Roksan M|.5 Monoblocks £2,495.00 £4,600.00
Chord SPM IZOOE ;In(egra) £4,495.00 £6,000.00
Chord SPM 03( Channel) £4,195.00 £5,500.00
Krell FPB 6 £6,995.00 £12,998.
Meridian sse (s channel) £1,995.00 £3,500.0
Plinius SA 102 "new fon D £3.750.00
Audio Research D200 1,795.00 £3,400.00
Musical Fidelity P180 £450.00  £900.00
Musical Fidelity CRPS £495.00  £900.00
Vincent TA.C SV 236 Integrated £0n Dem £],495.00
Bryston 4 BSST £0n Dem £2.350.00
Michaelson Audio Odyseus £695.00  £1,500.00
adis Defy 7 mk lll £2,750.00 £6,000.00
ark Levinson No 27 £2,495.00 £6,000.01
Linn Treble Active Card 69.00 £120.00
Linn Bass Active Card 9.00 £120.00
Audio Research VT 150se Monoblocks £7,995.00 £16,800.00
Cello Duette 350 £4,995.00 £10,000.00
Trilogy 948 £995.00  £2.000.00
Gamut D200 “new” £On Dem £3,250.00
Primare A20 Integrated £39500  £750.00
Musical Fideli £1,395.00 £2,500.00
Audio Innovations S1000 mk |It monos £1,395.00 £3,000.00
Krell Kav 500i £3,495.00 £5,498.0
Krell FPB250M £6,450.00 £10,000.00
Krell MDA 300 £4,995.00 £12,000.
Car( SLA 70 mk Il Siiver £1,295.00 £2,250.01
Boulder 500 £3.495.00 £5500.00
Acuphase E203 Integrated Amp £795.00 £ -
Krefl FPB 300 £5,995.00 £9,990.00
Linn Klassik CO/Amp silver £895.00  £1,030.00
Boulder 1060 Power "new" £0m Dem £16,500.00
Primare 30.1 mk Il Integrated £1,350.00 £1,500.00
Krell 250 A/3 _3 Chanel amp £2,995.00 £4,698.00
YBA Passion Stereo “new’ £3,995.00 £5,995.00
Sunfire 300 Power Amp £995.00  £2,400.00
Plinius 250 mk IV £On Dem £6,350.00
Cary 805 C Monoblocks “new" £On Dem £8,250.00
ANV
componen ts
AV COMPONENTS
Lexicon DC2 £1,995.00 £3,500.00
SIM 2 HT 300 £7.500.00 £9.000.00
Primare P30 Processor £1,295.00 £2,000.00
Linn Klassik DVD £0n Dem £2,000.00
Audio Reﬂnement Pre 5 “new" £0n PDe 95.00
Lexicon MC! £3,500.00 £5,500.00
Lexicon M2 T¥ici28 £Gn Dem ég 10000
TELEVISIONS & DVD PLAYERS BY LOEW
Loewe Xemix D “new" n Dem £49S 00
Loewe Aconda O
Loewe Planus + Std £POA
Loewe Xelos + Std £POA
Loewe L2A Active Speakers £POA
PLASMASJLCDLPRO,ECTORS
From NEC/ Panasonic/Pioneer/Sharp frm £4000.00POA
Electrognq_ Delphl/SeIeco/Sony/Sanyo - POA
Panasonic £4,995.00
=3
Bl mplifiers
Roksan 2.5 Pre + | £1,095.00 £2,000.00
 Chord DSC 1600E (dac/pre) £4,750.00 £6,500.00
Arcam Delta |10 pre amp £295.00 (.730

We accept all"major credit cards

/‘Z [’ ‘s
-~
MULTIROOM BUY/SELL
INSTALL
Audio Research SP|4 £1,395.00 £ -
Audio Research LS7 £995.00  £1,800.00
Audio Research LSI £945.00  £2.000.00
McCormak Line Drive £395.00  £995.00
Audio Synthesis Passion 8m bai/ remote 995.00  £1,895.00
Audio Research L £1,095.00 £1,997.00
Musical Fidelity F22 695.00  £1,500.00
Audible lllusions P3Amc £2.450.00 £3,400.00
Audiolab 8000 Q Pre £695.00  £1,295.00
AVI $2000 MP remo(e pre £495.00  £1,000.00
KreII KSL 2 P £1,750.00 £3,000.00
Cary SLP98L Remo(e Pre x-dem £1,795.00 £2,794.00
Boulder 101 2 (pre amp/ 24.96 dac/ Phono) £On Dem £13,000.00
Krell KSL + Phono £1,295.00 £ -
YBA | Alpha Pre mm/mc + psu "new" £2,495.00 £4,900.0
YBA Passion Pre (inc Phono £3,995.00 £5,595.00
Boulder 2010 Pre £PO.A £30,000.00
Plinius 16L "new" £0n Dem £3,200.01
C.A.T. ultimate reference Pre Amp Inc/Phono “new” £On Dem £3,750.00
Audible lllusions P3A Pre MM/MC mk Il "new" £0n Dem £3.374.00
Naim 42.5 £150.00  £450.00
SR s peakers
Audio Physic Caldera £4,995.00 £10,000.00
Aerial Acoustic SW 12 Sub Woofer, Maple/remote  £2,995.00 £5,200.00
M tab Mini Utopia + Stand, Red Cherry £2,995.00 £5,400.00
irage M3 si £1,995.00 £4,100.00
Linn abers (Active) £1,195.00 £2.500.00
Rel 200 £0n Dem £650.00
Rel Q ISOE £0n Dem £500.00
Audio Physm Luna Sub (wood) £0n Dem £1.799.00
Audio Physic Yara £0n Dem £999.00
Vienna Acoustics Mahler £0n Dem £6,000.00
Vienna Acoustics Mozart £On Dem £1,700.00
Vienna Acousucs 5. £0n Dem £3,500.00
Cabasse io 5.1 £0n Dem £2,170.00
b 926 {x-demo) £1,750. £2,149.00
M Lab Sib & Cub (5.1 spk sys) £0r Dem £859.00
lue Room Minipod |te(£ £225.00 £298.99
Blue Room Minipod *+ Sub (Blue) £62500  £749.00
Blue Room Minipod Sub £415.00 68.99
gMLab Mini Utoga + Std (Rosewood) “new” £2,995.00 £5,780.00
D Acoustics £695.00  £1,650.00
Martin Logan SL3 £1,995.00 £3,399.00
EM Lab Cobalt 826 £0n Dem £1,279.00
+W DM 6 £195.00  £330.00
ATC SCM 20A £1,995.00 £3,300.00
Audio Physic Avanti Il X-dem £6,499.00 £7.499.00
Genelec 205 Active Monitors £0n Dem £750.00
Audio Physic Virgo Il "new” £0n Dem £4,000.00
Audio Plan Contrast 3 £1,395.00 .200.00
Avalon Ascents £6,995.00 £]2.000.00
M Lab Mezzo Utopia £4,495.00 £7,799.00
Audlo Physic Tempo Il "new £On Dem £2,000.00
Naim SBL's 1,295.00 £2,225.00
ClaraVox Magmﬁca £S995 00 * £14, SOO 00
R ers LS55 £330. £430,
SCM 10 +stds £795. 00 £, 200 00
SR -/ 5
Pmk Trlan%e Da Capo 24 bit £795.00  £1,800.00
Marantz | £750.00  £1.200.00
Myryad MDV 206 DVD £750.00 £995.00
Arcam Delta 170 Transport £295.00  £650.00
Meridian 500 Transport + MSR £795.00 £1,450.00
Audio Research CD2 £2,495.00 £3,500.00
YBA CD 3 Delta £0n Dem £2,200.00
Audiomeca Damnation CD Transport £750.00  £1,600.00
Vincent TA.C CD £0On Dem £1,300.00
Primare V20 DVD/CD £750.00  £1,000.00
Mark Levinson No 39 £3,495.00 £5,000.00
Mark Levinson 39OSéu radee: £4,995.00 £6,495.00
Audio Aero 32/I92 apltole D £0n Dem £4,500.00
Primare V25 CDi £0n Dem £1,000.00
Thule Spirit CD £695.00  £900.00
Theta Pro Gen £595.00  £1,295.00
YBA CD | Defta ' new £0n Dem £4,400.00
Tag Maclaren CDT 20R £995.00  £1,500.00
Audio Lab 8000 DAX 995.00  £1,600.00
Krell KPS 25s 24/96 £14,995.00 £22.500.00
YBA CD Speciale £395.00  £675.00
Boulder 2020 dac £PO.A. £24,000.00
Krell KPS 25sc £16,995.00 £23.498.00
Theta Data il Transpor( AT + link £1,995.00 £4,000.00
YBA CD Integre "new £0n Dem £1,195.00
T que
Ortofon Rohman “new" 850.00  £1,050.00
Revox B160 Tuner £450.00  £995.00
Decca London Gold (original Garrott Brothers) — £1,495.00 £ Priceless
Linn Linto Phono £555.00 00
SME 30/2 A £I049500 £12,289.00
Moth Record éleamng m/c £395.00
Project RPM4/ Ortofon 510 "new” £0n Dem £325.00
Project RPM9/ Ortofon Rohmann “new" £0n Dem £2,050.
Ortofon Rohman £0n Dem £1,050.
Adjuster Racks (Alummmm/ Perspex) £0n Dem Frm 300.00
Pierre Lurne J1/'SLS £1,695.00 £4,000.
Ortofon Kontrapunkt a’/b "new" £0n Dem 2;?888/
Michell Gyro SE/ RB300 “new" £0n Dem £1,100.00
Elemental 4T|eréF|xed) £1,295.00 £2,000.00
Mlchell £1,495.00 £2,200.00
Audio Syn(hesus Phono Eq mm/m £79500 £ -
Gryphon Phono Pre-Amp (dual mono) Head Amp £795.00  £1,600.00
Parasound TQ1600 (remote tuner) £295.00  £400.00
SME SeriesV Arm "new" £1,350.00 £1,650.00
Wilson Benesch Act 5 £895.00 £I 1400.00
Pink Trian%’e 1 SA/RBBOOS/W £795.00
Plinius_|4 Phono “new" £0n Dem £2 750.00
Car{ PH30) MM/MC £895.00  £1,695.00
Nackamichi DR 3 £22500  £400.00
Tom Evans - The Groove ", On Dem £| 795.00
Clear Audio Reference Mc OD ono stage X-demo  £1,695.00 £2,065. 00
Rega Planer 3 + Hi Fi News Out Board Power ugﬂg_y £320.00 42
Clear Audio ?ymphono phono stage X-demo MM/! £640.00  £740 00
Lavardin Reference Phono "new’ £On Dem £2,500.00

.com

01020 8392 1959 L0020 8392 1963
WMinfo@choice-hifi

Open from |0am to 6pm Mon-Sat and other times by appointment.
exchange quality hi-fi equipment.
Finance available subject to status



Hi-Fi World Buying Guide

Our comprehensive new guide contains over 1000 hi-fi components, all tried and tested by Hi-Fi
World’s listening team. Backing up each one is our performance verdict to help you select the perfect
upgrade or first purchase. Happy reading!

Accessories
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Prices shown are those at the time of the review

Accessories £

AR TDS$202 Sound Enhancer £69
Clearway Mains Filter £200
Cleardight Isolation Cones  £25
Isotek Isoplug £30
Kemp KE-SNS Mains Plug £75
Ringmat Statmat Statfeet £20 ea
Ringmat Support System £200
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators £39 pr
Soundpax Cardboard Spkrs  £30
Vistek Aurios

Isolation Bearings £197

Ampilifiers - Integrated £
Under £300

Alchemist Maxim £299
AMC 3025 £150
AMC 3050A £170
Arcam Alpha 5 plus £250
Arcam Alpha One £230
Aura VAS0 £279
Aura VAS0 SEx £250
Cambridge Al Mklll integ  £100
Cambiidge A5 £150
Denon PMA 250SE £160
Denon PMA 255UK £140
Denon PMA 350SE £200
Denon PMA 355UK £230
Denon PMA 425R £230
Denon PMA 450SE £280

Harmon Kardon HK610 £180
Harmon Kardon HKé620 £280
Harman Kardon HKé70 £250

Kenwood 3020SE €200
Kenwood KAF-3030R £249
Maranez PMA 4000 £130
Marantz PM610 OSE £200
Musical Fidelity EI | £299
NAD 304 £239
NAD 310 £130
NAD C320 £200
NAD C350 £300
Onkyo A-921 | £200
Pioneer A103 £130
Pioneer A207R £150
Pioneer A-209R £140
Pioneer A300X £230
Pro-ject 7 £259
Rega Brio £298
Rotel RA 970BX £250
Rotel RA 931 £150
Rotel RA 931 Mk2 £175
Sony TAF446E £250
Teac A-E2000 £180
Technics SU A700 mk3 £250
Technics SU A707 £250

Amplifiers - Integrated £
£300-£800

Alchemist APD43A Nexus £799
Alchemist Axiom £300
AMC 3150A £329
Arcam Alpha 6+ €350
Arcam Alpha 9 £500
Arcam A65 £380
Arcam A75 £450
Arcam A85 £699

Audio Analogue Puccini SE £595
Audio Analogue Puccini SE  £795
Audio Analogue Puccini £595
Audio Analogue Puccini £575
Audiolab 8000A £500
Audiolab 8000 £700
Benchmark Roynon SIA | £680
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Verdict

Pull the socks up on a slow, lazy dull system. For computer audio, and portables use this could be good but steer clear of it for serious hi-fi.
Excellent and highly effective. Not exactly cheap but will suit any system.

Best placed under your CD player, giving slightly more focus and creating a seemingly faster response. A relatively cheap upgrade tweak.
Affordable and effective mains plug but not the last word in upgrades

Creates a subtly more focussed sound and undisturbed listening.

Give best results when used on a source player, and definately work but in a subtle way, but don't expect miracles!

A bit fussy and fiddly and not cheap, but good fotl tweakers. Makes subtle yet defining changes to your vinyl collection.
Effective and affordable, but somewhat limited market.

Surprisingly musical, but lacks the clarity, frequency extremes and dynamics of hi-fi loudspeakers

The higher quality the hi-fi system, the better they work in removing a level of hash from the sound. Highly recommended
Verdict

Fluid and musical but upper bass is a little dry. Useful phono stage with but with a little sililance and ringing.
A lot for very little money - sweet sound and good build make the AMC 3025 a great starter amp.

Offers plenty of power for the money but sound quality is not class leading.

Good with efficient loudspeakers but generally needs more power and control.

In a smooth system with a warmish bias the Alpha One makes a strong case for itself.

Excellent value for money and will get the best from any component. Needs a seperate phono stage.

The Aura has a smooth, civilized sound with fine detail. Bass punch really rolls along. Good phono stage.
Involving and finely detailed, the Cambridge pushes forward the boundaries for inexpensive amps.

A hargain in almast every respect, So good, you will hardly notice the lack of a remote control. Sounds more expensive than it really is.
A mix of control, delicacy and detail allows it to excel with any music.

Big. powerful sound is only slightly marred by the slightly hard sound. Excellent material value for money.
Musical and exceptionally sweet phono stage. No tone controls or remote.

An exciting sound with excellent drive and bass. A sometimes harsh treble and slight lack of cohesion stop top honours though. Good value.
Good drive, punch and an open soundstage, but suffers from confusion plus a thin midrange and treble.

Big and brutish but unfortunately bland with it. Something of a blast from the 1970s-80s past!
Thorough-going down to earth liveliness. Bright but clean which gives appealing vivacity.

Not quite a giant killer, the Harman is nevertheless a good solid budget buy.

Great sense of power and grip but sometimes sacrifices subtelty and detail for outright attack.

Budget virtues and budget failings, too Good with CDs but phono stage makes vinyl sound a litte brutal.

A lot of amp for the money, with a tidy and enjoyable sound. Not the audiophile number one, but a fine real world budget product nontheless.
Top honours in value for money. Neutral and exciting

A rock-oriented amplifier that can sound fantastic if it is carefully mixed with well-matched CD and speakers.
A very capable integrated with a smoothness and warmth predisposed to classical rather than rock.

Fine quality bass but rather lackadaisical as regards timing. Phono stage moderate. Needs careful matching.
Good detail and a spacius open sound gives acoustic music and the majority of rock superb clarity.

Younger sibling of the famous 3020 with many of its virtues to boot. Pre-eminently balanced and natural.

The C350 has a lot going for it. A well balanced and natural sounding amplifier that's hard to better at £300.
Strong, loud and up-front with a decent phono stage. Perhaps a bit too up-front.

Luxuriant presentation doesn’t compensate for the tendency to un-rhythmic effects. MM phono stage.
Overall detail good, bass slightly thin, good phono stage.

Feature packed fast-paced amplifier that is a bit too inconsistant but plays a mean up-beat rhythm.

Another highly capable all-rounder although a touch sterile sounding for some tastes.

On a budget, the Pro-ject has strong merit, including an excellent phono stage. Not for all systems.

A fine performer for the price with a lively and precise sound, pius a decent phono stage to boot!

Fresh sound with sharp attack. A slight midrange emphasis can make certrain music sound rather forward.
For the money there’s no faulting such a gifted performer.

Slightly 'flatter’ than its predecessor with less depth to the sound but still good value.

bright clear and detailed, but needs a touch more refinement to prevail.

Unusual power supply and very clear treble. Mid and bass so-so hot but the Teac's not expensive considering.
A smooth unassuming sound misses out on the subtlety which brings music to life.

A very fine phono stage and excellent performance is somewhat marred by the less than inspired overall sound.

Verdict

A good looker with a smuoth and powerful sound, if a tad sterile. Competition is strang at the price.

Musically rewarding; deserves serious audition. Great British hi-fi on a budget.

Not the most musical amp ever but good value. The tone controls and balance adjustment will appeal to some.

Full and smooth sound, unfortunately with loose bass.

Excellent value. A detailed and open sound gives great atmosphere to all types of music

A fine amp that offers good audiophile vaiue, but it can be a bit too reserved for its own good.

Smooth as sitk, wctile bass and swect treble. A very easy and relaxing listan, if a tad laid back at times.

Exciting integrated with detail, poise and control that can compete with the best under £1000. Excellent facilities and upgrade potential.
All the main ingredients like rhythm and dynamics present and correct. Natural smoothness and transparency.

This is the revamped remote control model. Whether you go for plain or pukka Puccini, the results are fast enjoyable and detailed.
Excellent sound quality outstrips the competition at up to £1000.

This is the revamped remote control model. Whether you go for plain or pukka Puccini, the results are fast enjoyable and detailed.
Manages the rare feat of sounding powerful and lithe at the same time. Bass taut but not the last word.

Powerful hefty sound which doesn't blanch when driving awkward loads. Pespective and tonal colour ultimately limited.

Too thin and crisp which makes prolonged listening fatiguing.
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Cairn Aria

Creek 4330 Mk2 SE
Croft Troubadour
Cyrus 3

Cyrus 5

Cyrus 7

Cyrus 8

Cyrus Straight Line
Densen Beat

DPA Renaissance
Edmund ESI 10
Exposure 2010 Titanium
Exposure Super XV
Holfi Audis
Kenwood KA-7090R
Kora Explorer

LFD Mistral

Marantz PM-66 KI-S
Marantz PM-8200
Marantz 6010 O5E
Monrio Asty RM
Munrio Asty

Monrio M)

Moth 30 Integrated
Musical Fidelity X-Al
Musical Fidelity X-A200R
Myryad T-40

Nad 317

NAD C370

Naim Nait

Naim Nait 3R

Naim Nait 5

Nakamichi RE- 10 (receiver)

Orelle SA 100
Pioneer A-300R Precision
Pioneer A400X
Primare Al0Q

Quad 77

Rega Mira

Roksan Kandy

Roksan Caspian

Rose Scion

Shearne Phase 2
Sonneteer Campion
Sony TA-FB730R

Sony TA-FB920R

Tag McLaren 60i

Teac ABX7R

Technics SE-A900 Mkll
Thule Spirit IA60
Token K50

Unico

Valve Audio Exclame

Amplifiers - Integrated
£800+

Audionote Soro Se
Copland CSA 14

Densen DM 10

Gamma Rhythm
Mckintosh MA6800
Musical Fidelity A1001
Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 300
Pathos Logos

Sonic Fronteers Anthem
Sonneteer Alabaster

Teac AB X10

Unison Res. Simply 845
Unison Simply 4

Amplifiers - Pre
Under £300

Creek OBH-12

Musical Fidelity X-Cans
Musical Fidelity X-Pre
Project 7

Technics SU-CI000MklI

Ampilifiers - Pre
£300-£799

Audio Analogue Bellini
Aura CA200
Crimson C56 10C
Croft Epoch

Cyrus Pre

PM Audio Lab LIS
Sumo Athena Il

Talk Hurricane |
Technics SU-C1000
Thorens TTA2000
Unison Res. Feather |
Heybrook Signature H

Amplifiers - Pre
£800-£499
Alchemist Freya
Etalon Preampli

John Shearne Phase 6
Linn Wakonda
Meridian 502

Musical Fid. Nu-Vista
Naim NAC102
Quad 7741

Shearne Phase |
TAG McLaren PAIO
Tube Technology Prophet
XTC Pre-1

96

£450
£499
£750
£500
£500
£700
£800
£398
£650
£595
£400
£599
£800
£750
£400
£600
£499
£400
£599
£400
£500
£550
£695
£320
£480
£699
£399
£470
£450
£500
€799
£799
£400
£449
£400
£300
£499
£595
£498
£475
£695
£615
£800
£579
£200
£300
£499
£700
£300
£450
£345
£750
£310

£

£1999
£1099
£1299
£2499
£3735
£2499
£3999
£2499
£1295
£900

£1000
£2950
£1495

£

£200
£130
£200
£259
£299

£

£475
£749
£440
£600
£650
£650
£767
£500
£350
£550
£795
£549

£

£1020
£1095
£895
£900
£1295
£1200
£999
£850
£1099
£850
£1310
£1000
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Jul 02
Sep 00
Oct 96
Jul 02
Feb 00
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Nov 98
Dec 97
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Feb 01
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Apr 98
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Jun 97
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May 95
Feb 00
Feb O1
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Jul 96
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Aug 00
Feb 95
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Year

Nov 02
Apr 96
Jun 95
Jul 96
Sep 95
Jun 98
Jan 03
Feb 03
May 98
Oct 97
Sep 95
Mar 98
Oct 95

Year
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Year

Apr 98
Mar 97
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Year

Oct 94
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Jun 94

Nov 96
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Looks great and Rocks with the best of them, but treble could be smoother.

Fast, powerful and smooth sound, a little warm but very atmospheric. Gripping stuff. Mediocre build.

Gives an exceptionally fast sound for valves. Good value with plenty of excitement.

Highly refined and detailed performance with a clear well-proportioned soundstage.

Good value and well built, with an exciting and very solid-state sound. Could be a little bright for some.

Don't judge this amp by it's size. It combines impressive scale with delicacy in an attractive package.

Smooth, detailed and controlled, one of the best hi-fi products on the market. With the PSX-R it offers superlative performance for a reasonable cost.
A good, honest bit of kit with a fine musical sound and no glaring vices.

If a musical adrenaline rush is what you seek, fine. Listening in bulk, rather clinical and cold sounding.

Rated very highly for serious listening. Richness of timbre, purity of sound and impressive concise imaging.

Solid build and a big sound make the ESI 10 worthy of audition. Not perhaps the transparent at the price.

Audiophilia at a sensible price, with a large, generous sound that's cohesive and controlled. a rocking sound that's not for the faint hearted.
A stringy-sounding transistor amp for rock. Build and finish could be better and price lower.

Powerful and refreshingly pure: a sound investment.

Excels with sound staging but lacks subtlety and tonal colour.

Good detail in vocals and midrange but still a mixed bag. Can be a tad harsh when pushed.

An extremely enjoyable, lucid little amplifier that really gets to the heart of the music.

An enjoyable and rhythmic sound but may be too lean for some bass-light ‘speakers.

Plenty of clout and projection but has a strangely soulless appeal and some odd colouration.

Heavy, deep bass, thin lower midband and flat imaging, but incredible levels of insight and fine upper treble. Immediately impressive.
Attractive integrated that offers a glimpse of real high-end performance. A touch bass light, though.

Wonderful stage depth, imaging and coherence. Captivating sound, if facking smoothness.

An engaging musical performance; sweet overall sound. Doesn't cope with difficult loads so well.

A big open sound sound sets the Moth apart at this price. Low powered, though. Distinctly amateurish looks.

Two boxes don't form a pre and power in the X-Al but the result is nevertheless a winning combination.

Powerful, musical and incisive, the new MF’s formidable blend of strengths makes it a top buy at this price.

Couple the Myryad with a warm system and enjoy. Possibly a little lightweight on the Reggae & Rap side.

With 80 watts on tap, the NAD has power aplenty but is rather dynamically limited and ultimately uninvolving.

Insightful and detailed as well as amazingly powerful, the C370 is a bargain buy for those seeking musical thrills.

Rather monochromatic with midband emphasis and slightly dry bass. Good imaging but smallish soundstage.

A fast amplifier that sounds exciting and rhythmic. Not for the weak-hearted or laid-back though.

An exquisitely musical, dynamic and punchy sound, but flawed elsewhere. Superb build and ergonomics make it an accomplished all-rounder.
A powerful performer in a competent package that is good value for money. Bettered by good separates though.

Clean, open, active sound. Smooth and detailed with good punch too. One of the best at the price.

A bargain at £400 pure and simple. Outclasses the competition in every area.

Complements all sorts of music with power and confidence. Outstanding value for money.

A very sweet sounding and musical amplifier. May not suit those with 'heavier’ tastes though.

Although classically orientated, the Quad will rock too. Precise and stable imagery and fidelity to tonal values.

Not the last word in dynamic resolution or bass clout, the Mira is nevertheless impressive when it comes to detail and timbre.
Big. powerful and open, with surprisingly tight bass. This amplifier blends power and grip with imaging and detail. Excellent.
Mixes the best of solid state and valve worlds {without valves!) to produce a seductive sound.

Great packaging and super sound make the Scion a winner.

Even-handed performer deals confidentally with music regardless of genre. Not as smooth as the best.

Highly detailed and smooth sound. Worth searching out.

A sturdy workhorse with an exciting and upfront sound but not the most winning of phono stages.

Partnered correctly to counterbalance its forwardness, the Sony offers a fast, rhythmic presentation.

The no-frills 60i offers a detailed and dynamic sound rarely found at the price. Excellent value,

Big and powerful sound, but a little unsubtle with it.

Nominally a separate pre and power, but the pre can't work alone. Exciting but unsubtle.

Benefits from a calm, controlied presentation. Could ideally do with more fire in its veins.

Well-specified low-feedback design gives punchy results, if a little unrefined. Well sustained power.

Another stormer from Unison Research - big, beguiling, punchy sound and great build and style make it a true audio bargain!
The Exclame does an excellent job of being all things to the the audiophile on a budget.

Verdict

Not the last word in detail perhaps, but a great valve amp for the money and one that will bring hours of listening pleasure.
A sweet and subtle sound. Fine midrange; transparent and open with vocals.

Dual mono construction gives strong stereo separation. Brutal resolution of detail but not the clearest ever.

Partnered with sensible loudspeakers of good bass depth, the Rhythm is capable of impressive performance.

A mighty confection of power, facilities and style, and it sounds good to boot.

Awesome power and seismic bass. A very good all-rounder with super-clean sound.

By no means cheap but undeniably impressive. A very smooth, powerful and sophisticated sound that often delights with sublety as well as muscle.
Stonking looking and highly detailed sounding, the Logos is a lot of amplifier for the money. High-end at a sensible price.
A characteristically competent and musical integrated. Prefers fairly efficient loudspeakers though.

Excellent high-end integrated with a real love of music and plenty of poke.

Very strong all round performer with excellent build and finish. Verging on the expensive though.

Allied to all the right 'speakers will handle all musical genres with smoothness and power.

Witha sweet, detailed and open sound the Simply 4 is unusually musical. Sensible facilities too.

Verdict

Only poor cosmetics mar the Creek. Sonically it's a gem.

If you haven't yet experienced the world of quality headphone listening, the X-Cans is the way to start.
A smooth, sweet and musical performer.

Immensely enjoyable and listenable, a rare mixture of sophistication and fun.

Needs slightly more taut bass and a less grainy midrange to bring it up with the best.

Verdict

Organic and transparent. Free from transisitor hardness.

A smooth and sweet sound devoid of roughness.

The phono stage is the main area of weakness. Can sound a touch muddled at times.
A fine sounding preamp, but the phono stage is weak in the bass.

Pre-amplifier has plenty of facilities, but sounds a little unexciting and *conventional’.
This valve pre-amp is very good value indeed.

More valve-like than transisitor in sound: highly competent if not spectacular.
Flexible with a strong controlled sound, but won't suit all tastes.

Good when mains powered, even better running on its batteries. One to consider at the price.
Poor sound quality and engineering let this pre-amp down. Pricey too.

Warm but still exciting, it is only let down by a slightly recessed midrange

Impressive smoothness and tonal colour, transparent as well.

Verdict

Quite gentle, yet controlled, the smoothness suits classical.

Smooth, even and transparent. Well worth the outlay.

Matched with a smooth amp and 'speakers the Phase 6 is capable of a transparent and rewarding performance
In terms of musicality and involvement it falls short.

Transparent, detailed sound with good tonal range and very natural presentation.

A truly competent pre-amp whose high-end sound comes with a very reasonable price tag.
This even-handed performer images well and deals confidently with music regardiess of genre.
Bright and detailed, but phono stage is inadequate at this price.

Very good all-rounder with clarity and a strong treble.

Justifies its price with a very musical and revealing performance.

Beautifully built and finished. it will attract attention in any home.

This pre-amp is highly detailed and spacious.
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Amplifiers - Pre
£1500+

Audiovalve PPP30
Chord CPA 1800
Focusrite Red 4
Galactren Pre

Linn Klimax Kontrol
Maranez 7

Michel Orea

Naim NAC202/NAP200
Unison Res. Mystery 2

Amplifiers - Power
Under £800

Arcam 9P

Arcam Alpha 0P
Audio Analogue Donizetti
Aura PAI00

Cyrus Power

Linn LK 100

Linn LK240

Meridian 505

Monarchy SM-70

Moth Stereo 60
Musical Fidefity X-AS0
PM Audio Lab 21 ISE
Quad 77/67

Rose RP-190

Shearne Phase 3

Talk Tornado |
Technics SE-A1000
Thorens TTP 2000

Amplifiers - Power
£800-£1499

Audio Innovations 800
Audiolab 8000Q
Chameleon Ruby
Chord SPM 400
Crimson CS630C
Croft Series V

Delph Da Capo

DPA 2008

Galactron Power

HD Audio Duo
Heybrook Signature It
Malbarry $508

Meridian 557

Musical Fidelity X-A200
MVL Integral A2
Myryad MA120

Omak Jewel One

Quad 707

Sugden 41P

Sumo Polaris Il

TAG Mclaren ¢0P
Unison Research Unico DM
VRR Adur

Amplifiers - Power
£1550+

Audiovalve LC8

Canary 301

Cary 3008 SE

Etalon Ampli

Final Music-6

Focusrite Red §
Gamma Aeons

Maranaz 9

Maranz MA22

Michell Alecto

Naim NAC202/NAP200
Orchid RC750

Shearne Phase |
Sugden Symetra

Tube Technology Genesis
Unison Res. Smart 300B
Unison Res. Power 35
Vadis $15

XTC POW-|

AY Amplifiers
Cyrus AVB

Marantz PSI17
Panasonic VSA-AX 10

Onkyo TX-D5898

Cables - Interconnects
AR MS230 Master
Chord Co Anthem
Chord Co Calypso
Chord Co Chorus
Chord Co Silver Siren
Ixos Gamma Encore
Ixos 1001 Gamma Master
John Dory Hi-Fi Sitver Foli
Linn Silver Interconnects
Kimber Kable Tonik
Monster Cable M1000i
Neotech NA-12165
Nordost Quattro Fil
Nordost Red Dawn
Origin Live Advanced
Origin Live Laminar

£1995
£1774
£2345
£1630
£6000
£3500
£1650
£2312
£1750

£

£400
£600
£575
£749
£449
£650
£750
£795
£595
£549
£500
£2750
£600
£495
£689
£500
£400
£500

£

£849
£999
£995
£1325
£800
£800
£1469
£1245
£1200
£1185
£1051
£850
£1400
£1000
£895
£1000
£899
£800
£899
£898
€850
£1250
£1495

£

£1995
£3055
£3975
£2925
£1500
£2057
£4999
£8000
£2199
£1989
£2312
£6600
£1999
£1550
£2599
£4250
£1525
£2350
£2000

£

£1100
£2000
£2499

£2000

£

£50
£275
£30
£200.
£74
£70
£69
£200
£185
£45
£299
£425
£1375
£300
£45

Year

Mar 95
Mar 98
Feb 96
Nov 95
Feb 03
Mar 97
Oct 98
Feb 03
May 98

Year

Dec 96
Jul 98
Apr 98
Mar 97
Feb 96
Apr 98
Aug 97
Aug 97
Jan 99
Dec 95
Jan 98
Dec 95
Jul 96
Nov 93
Apr 97
Jun 97
Feb 97
Jul 95

Year

Feb 94
Jun 95
Jan 96
Mar 98
Nov 98
Jun 96
May 95
Jul 93
Nov 95
May 95
May 97
Aug 92
Dec 96
Aug 98
May 99
Apr 96
Jul 95
Jul 97
Apr 93
May 96
Nov 98
Nov 02
Jun 95

Year

Mar 95
Nov 98
Feb 95
Feb 98
Feb 99
Feb 96
Apr 97
Mar 97
Apr 93
Oct 98
Feb 03
Aug 96
Oct 94
Oct 96
Jun 94

May 98
Aug 98
Jul 98

Nov 96

Year

Dec 02
Sep 02
May 02

Nov 02

Year
Dec 02
Jul 06
Apr 02
Feb O
May 0|
Jul 01
Jul 02
Feb 02
Jul 02
Feb 03
Feb O
Feb 02
Oct 0l
Jut 00
May 01|

Verdict

A bright and lean approach to the valve sound.

Has it all - detail, transparency, slam and rhythm. In a word excellent.

Smooth and detailed sound. Not as clinical as some professional amps can be.

Smooth. but dull balance makes it suitable for bright systems.

A very expensive preamp but highly effective and superbly designed. Build and iacilities are fautiless.

Superb, combines delicacy and power, especially with a vinyl source.

With its Panasonic pot, the Orca reaches new standards of transparency and involvement.

Powerfull, detailed and involving like no others at the price. Naims new 'Classic’ pre/power is a high-end bargain.
Offers finesse, conurol and clarity for a very reasonable outlay.

Verdict

A detailed and open sound gives great atmosphere to all types of music.

This power amp lags behind the best of the competition, and the build is flimsy.

As smart as an Armani suit, they sound powerful in a natural, organic manner

A smooth, sweet powerful sound free from the rough brightness that afflicts many solid-states.

The Cyrus Power is simply impressive in all respects.

Well built, but judged purely on a musical basis they fall short.

The LK240 plays tunes exceptionally well, tonal colour and image precision are not its fortes though.
Crisp, clear images are set in a broad spread between the ‘speakers but the 50S lacks stage depth and grunt.
The Monarchy is a smooth, warm amp most at home with ‘speakers that are easily driveable.

This power amp unfortunately suffers from sharp sounding treble and poor depth.

Very smooth, sweet and musical performers, not over-analytical but very involving.

The MP 21 1A power amplifiers are detailed and open with great bass.

With good punch, speed and attack its not bad atll but can be a little uninspiring.

An amplification system with a wide range of facilities, easy upgrade path and a smooth and relaxing sound.
The Phase 3 possesses impressive clarity, detail and dynamics.

A flexible power amp with a strong, controlled sound, but won't suit all tastes.

Smooth, warm sound has plenty of grunt when needed and is very enjoyable to listen to.

Its best feature is the key on/off switch, otherwise its a case of poor sound quality and engineering.

Verdict

Very worthy valve amp with a silky smooth response and plenty of grunt when called for.

Highly recommended for its blend of operational sophistication, build and sound quality.

Well specified and powerful, but dry and short of life. Suits Rock on bass-heavy ‘speakers.

This amp has it all - detail, transparency, slam and rhythm. In a word, excellent.

These monoblocs have a tonal richness and bass speed rare amongst powerful amps.

Fast, clear and detailed sound will win friends in both the transistor and valve camps.

Quality bass and a clear midband but the treble can be harsh at high volume.

Serious audiophile product at an affordable price. Well constructed, pleasant to use and fine sounding.
Smooth sound but dull balance make the Galactron suitable for bright systems.

Not dissimilar to the Audiolab monoblocs, the sound has a sweet top and amazing clarity.

Not quite as transparent as it could be but impresses with its smoothness and tonal colour.

All the makings of a budget high-end classic. Sweet and warm if slightly soft at the top end.

Great control and dynamics allied to seductive smoothness. A rare combination of power and delicacy.
Hugely powerful and controlled. the X-A200s are still superbly musical.

An excellent performer with any music. It is hard to imagine the A2 being beaten at the price.

The sound is a somewhart acquired taste and a little rough in places.

A lot of amplifier for the money. Big, warm, sweet sound places it ahead of most.

The 707 embodies a rare biend of grace and power in its sleek grey casework.

A good balance between detail and fullness without serious compromise.

More valve-like than transisitor in sound; highly competent if not spectacular.

Fully justifies the cost with a very musical and revealing performance.

A lovely balance of valve and solid state, it would be good at twice the price. Very highly recommended.
Lovers of light piano-based fare and Baroque music will appreciate this amp's delicacy.

Verdict

Eschews the traditional lavish tube sound for a brighter and leaner approach.

The 301 puts the 300B's traditional virtues to good use in a push-pull design that will drive most loudspeakers.
Cary have a winning amplifier that is a prime example of how a 300B can sound.

Very natural, substantial presentation with lots of power on tap.

This battery-powered power amp has a convincing three-dimensional sound and scale.

Powerful, smooth and detailed sound. Not as clinical as some professional amplifiers can be.

Sound quality of these monoblods is impressive but marrad by a rather nbvious hum. Build could be better.
These monoblocs are superb, producing a beguiling performance of great controf and verve.

Sound is certainly not too hard, in fact it's rather warm. There are more dynamic outfits around however.

The new Alecto is crisper, cleaner and more controlled than earlier incarnations.

Powerfull, detailed and involving like no others at the price. Naims new ‘Classic’ pre/power is a high-end bargain.
A powerful grip on usic, but articulate and detailed too. A rare combination.

Good sound quality and an impressive tonal balance.

The Symetra monoblocs impress with their grip. They run hot and sound warm.

Valve monoblocs that produce explosive bass, midrange as clear as a bell and shimmering treble.

Powerful. neutral sounding amps thanks to their modified 300B valves, but a little expensive for the same reason.
A great compromise between delicacy, power and practicality. Very musically satisfying, too.

The SI5's purity and clarity are impossible to beat for the money. Bass is not brilliant, but still better than most.
This power amplifier is smooth and seductive, although a little pricey.

Verdict

A combination of excellent sound, easy set-up and brilliant packaging makes this one to have at the price.

Brilliantly conceived and executed crossover product that will delight "trad hi-fi’ and multi channel fans alike.

Surround Sound mode gives clean and open midband, detailed treble and thunderous bass. Stereo mode is not particularly
tuneful. A brilliant package but has precious little to do with hi-end hi-fi.

Fine ergonomics, slick styling, excellent facilities and pleasant sound is impressive, but don't expect fireworks from 2 channel audio.

Verdict

A very friendly cable that’s well balanced and inoffensive saunding Very good value.

Strong recommiendation for dull systems For clarity with sparkle, the Anthem is a good choice

Fair detail and depth. Certain lack of focus with choral music but a giant leap up from basic ‘patch cables’. Effective upgrade.
Well suited to valves and smooth sounding equipment. Will calm down over-bright or harsh systems. Highly recommended
Lively and well balanced with excellent detail and staging. Highly recommended.

Full and forward sound with sweet treble and very good deep bass.

A good cable thats works well with most hi-fi but may need livening up by brighter sounding components.

Deliver a true high-end neutral, opan and balanced saund. Very competent, they offer much.

Superb sound quality and a great all rounder. Overall, brilliant with smooth sources but not the most neutral at the price.
Superb value, with a very open and transparent sound extremely rare at this price.

Good dynamics and rock-solid super tuneful bass. You get a strong and sophisticated sound for your money.

Rich and powerful sounding, with good bass and smooth treble. Well constructed cables but hefty price.

Full and fast with oodles of detail and presence. Will defiver a musical yet exact sound.

Musicality that manifests itself in vocals and instrumental phrasing. Pricey, but excellent,

System friendly with good tonal balance, neutral but not cold. Imaging good and well worth a listen.

wwewhi-Hiv oo ok MARCH 2003 HI-F| WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO 97

o
=
<
-
Q
«Q
4
Q
®




Flow Reference £149 Feb 02 Fuss free sound that suit's most set-ups. Picks up oodles of detail and creates space in recordings. A good buy at the price.
Origin Live Laminar

de

Flow Ultra £85  Jul Ol Fine lyrical quality, sounds fluid and musical as well as analytical. A high-end sound with a sensible price tag.
Precious Metals
[ ] Silver Signal 100 £120 Feb 0l Good detail and presence, fine imaging, with sweet treble and excellent bass response. A superfast and exciting performer.
SonicLink Control £135 Feb Ol  WWell balanced with detail and cleanness of sound. Will spark up a dullish system.
SonicLink First Base £25  Jul O} Fast and open sound for the money. A great little upgrade for the 'first time' cable buyer or second system upgrade.
SonicLink Red Earth £300 Jul 00 Ideally used with valve equipment, may sound too bright with solid state sounding gear.
SonicLink SG Whisper  £45 May Ol Overall performance was good especially for the price of these cables. Good value for money and a worthy audition.
Supra Dual £40 Feb 03 A good musical cables thats fluid and warm but not the last word in detail or transparency. Hard to knock at the low price though.
True Colours Cobra £199 May 0  Full sounding cable works well with thin sounding or sterile equipment. where it will fatten up the sound. Good for the money.

van den Hul The Bay £38 Apr 02  Rounded, balanced and full sound with high frequency deaail. Well built cable that will fit in with most budget or midpriced systems.
van den Hul The

3
o
o)
-

First Ultimate €219 Jul 00 Not called 'Ultimate' for nothing. Expensive it may be but the performance 1s absolutely knock-out
van den Hul
n Integration Hybrid £199 Feb Ol Neutral with firm rhythmic grip and fluidity. Big, cohesive sound with detailed bass and smooth treble. Highly recommended.
> van den Hul Storm
: Gold Hybrid £30 OctOl Plenty of detail and excitement Soundstage is nice and deep and treble is never harsh or rough. A great upgrade for the budget restricted.
Cables - Loudspeaker £ Year Verdict
n Black Rhodium ASTI00X3 £7.50 Nov 02 Superb value, this cable is fast and exciting but can be a bit top heavy.
Chord Co Odyssey 2 £17.99 Jan 03 Excellent tonal balance and smoothness. A great buy at a real world price and a good upgrade from your entry level fare.
Ecosse Reference
Cable ES2.3 £13.49 May 02 Good detail and soundstage, deep bass and treble sweet and smooth. An all round yet advanced sounding cable.
Ecosse Reference
Cable MS2.15 £27  jul Ol This is a fluid yet neutral and detiled cable that should suit most systems and last for the rest of your audiophile life. Highly recommended.
Hi Diamond Power +4  £110 Jan 03  Not cheap but impressive in transparency and open-ness. Soundstaging is wide and clarity is tip-top. A good performer.
Kimber Cable 4PR £94 Apr Ol  Cohesive and lyrical, open and well balanced sound. Bass is good and taut. An excellent all round buy.
LAT International Bi-Wire £25 Jul OI Smooth and musical, will open up enclosed or claustrophobic systems with its sweet treble and spacious imaging. Good stuff indeed.
Nordost SPM £2795 Dec 00 Frighteningly realistic dynamics, jaw dropping detail, bone crunching bass. A sonic experience to savour.
Origin Live Black
Laminate Flow £30  Nov 02 Not the fast word in detail but subtle and refined sounding.
SonicLink AST-150 £48 Apr Ol  Fine value for money. Gives much detail, it will suit smoother or dullish systems where it will quicken the sound.

Supra Cables Quattro 4X4T£7.99 May 02 Deep bass with good detil and a smooth sounding treble. Highly recommended for audition and a great upgrade from ultra budget wire.
van den Hul Royal

Jade Hybrid £11 Dec 00 Musicat and exciting, will give a real lift to sluggish components, excellent value for money
Cables - Power £ Year Verdict

Ecosse Reference Big

Red Powercord £99 Aug 02 A good upgrade, but not the cheapest option. Well focussed and clear sounding.

Kemp Electronics

KE lo-Power Cable £36 Aug 02 Good value for money, the Kemp cables are clean sounding and lucid.

Kimber LoPowercord £75 Aug 02  The first and still one of the best. Competition is now strong but the Wattgate {EC makes a big difference.
Cartridges £ Year Verdict

Under £200

Audio Technica 120E £52 Nov 0l A big sound with lots of treble detail make the AT|20E great for Rock. Lots of fun.

Audio Technica AT440ML  £89 Aug 01 Bright, fast sounding and detailed, with fulsome bass. The AT440ML can be spitty at times.

Clearaudio Alpha £130  Apr99  Tends to sound quite hard at the top but imaging and detail are good. Best in a warm system.

Denon DLI03M £110  Aug97  First manufactured in 1963, it sounds mature and sure-footed rather than over the hill.

Denon DLI IO £ Mar 94  May be a little soft-natured for some. Splendid dynamics and an even tonal balance.

Denon DL304 £199 Sep92  The DL 304 offers superb neutrality at a comparitively low cost,

DNM Mica £185 Feb 98  Betters Goldring’s 1042 without difficuity. MC quality from an MM.

Dynevector DV10X4 Mk2 £199  Jut OI The most musical cartridge at or near its price, the baby Dynavector is a classic budget audiophile product.
Goldring Elektra £30 Nov 0l  Not the most exciting performer around but does the job well enough, and at £30 it's as cheap as chips.
Goldring 1006 £70 Nov 0l A tad bright but very detailed with good bass. a little expensive all the same.

Goldring 1042 £90 Jan 93 One of the best MMs at the price with strainless delivery.

Goldring 1012GX £60 Jul 93 Great with Rock music, the 1012GX is the best value MM.

Goldring 1042 £90 Jan 93 One of the best MMs at the price with strainless delivery

Grado Prestige Silver £119  Apr97  Good tracking and inoffensive sound, but somehow lacks sparkle in any department.

Linn K9 (4 Sep 94  Rhythmic bite compensates for a lack of vibrancy in music (MM).

Ortofon 510 Mkl £40 Jul 99 Excellent tracker at a good price. Warm amplification is needed to tame this sure-footed budget entry.
Ortofon 520 £50 Jan 92 At the price they keep well up with the rest of the competition (MM).

Ortofon 540 £100  Jan 93 Smooth operator and very good value for money (MM).

Ortofon MCI'5 Super |l £110  Mar 95 In the right system, can be masterful with its dry and acurate response.

Ortofon MC25E £170 Sep 95 A considerable achievement that adds true verve a pizzazz to the MC|5 Super Il

Ortofon Super OMI0 £32 Nov 0! A fine detailed performer, but lacks a bit of bass grunt.

Roksan Corus Black £120  Jan 93 Light and dry presentation with good presentation (MM).

Slate Brazen MM £185 Sep 97  If you like the VIS5 you'll love the Brazen. Works well with an SME 3009.

Sumiko Blue Point £100 Oct92 Excellent value for money. It does its job of transcribing the information on the disc without fuss or bother.
Cartridges £ Year Verdict

£200-

Cartridge Man Music Maker £549 Feb99  Good price. high output and a winning musicality make this Moving Iron cartridge the one to beat.

Clearaudio Victory Gold ~ £960  Aug 00  Dry, fast and forward sound, but lacks the neutrality and even-handedness you'd expect from a mid-price moving coil.
DNM Aciore MC cartridge £255  Jul 97 Dynamism ad subtlety mix i the Aciore to prduce very enjoyable results.

DNM Lexe £1300 Jan 99 A Goldring make-over that tracks well and sounds good. Pricey, though.

DNM Rica MM Cartridge ~ £255  Jun 98 This betters the Mica, has super-MM virtues.

Dynavector |7 DM Mk2 £449 Mar 00 A glorious taste of the high end at real world prices, but match carefully with top quality ancillaries.

Dynavector DV20X-H £299 May 99 Delightfully musical sound makes the Dynavector a very strong contender in the budget MC stakes.
Dynavector DV XX-IL €998 Nov 00 Warm, sweet, beguilingly musical cartridge with a charming personality, but not quite the class of its field.
EMT HST6 £850 Oct 96  Solid bass and smooth, musical sound make this rare MC cartridge worth the money.

Goldring Excel VX £495 May 97  Has fine midrange clarity, but is bettered in other ares by cheaper competitiors.

Linn Arkiv £1200 Dec 97 Linn fans will fove it but it's up against strong competition.

Linn Klyde £489  Jun 95 Sumptious sounding cartridge that borders on the bass heavy but has a good feel for music.

Lyra Lydian £649  Jun 95 Extermely smooth, civilised MC with no obvious weaknesses.

Ortofon Jubilee £1250 Mar 99 Detailed, musical and sure-footed, the jubilee goes a long way towards justifying its elevated price tag.
Ortofon Kontrapunkt B £750 Sep Ol  One of Ortofon's best yet, a natural music maker with tremendous clarity. Match carefully though.
Ortofon MC25F €225 Sep 95  Delightfully sweet, musical sound with added refinemet on FL that takes some beating.

Ortofon MC30 Supreme £450  Jun 95 Involving yet refined presentation but some could feel it's slightly coloured.

Ortofon MC7500 £2000 May 94  Conveys the full gamut of emotion from A-Z with the fervour of a live concert. Expensive, but the business.
Ortofon Rohmann £1000 Apr 96 A top quality MC with superb tonal quality and excellent imagery.

Shure VI5VxMR €295 Mar 97  Warm, dynamic rendition of music with great detail and impact (MM).

Transfiguration Spirit £1000 Jul 98 A balanced all-rounder that misses out only on the last ounce of detail and bass weight.

Van Den Hul MCI0 £840  Jun 95 The MCI0 is very hard to fault. A honey, pure and simple.

VDH Grasshopper IV £3750 Dec 95 Allows music to flow with superb fluidity and reveal things which were previously unheard - at a price!
Cassette Decks £ Year Verdict

Aiwa AD-F580 £150 Apr98 No Dolby S, but three heads and two capstans make the Aiwa a bargain.

Aiwa AD-F810 €200 May 94 Impressive on playback, the ‘810 really hits its stride when recording.

Aiwa AD-5950 £300 Feb 95  Vice-free playback is mirrored by impressive recording.

Denon DRM-550 £160 May 96 Good enough for the price and no worse than the competition.

Denon DRM-555 £150  jul 99 Its slant towards features prevent the Denon taking the audiophile honours at the price

Denon DRM-650S €230 Aug 96  Top sound quality with ferric and chrome makes this deck a steal.

Denon DRS-810 £300  Jan 92 On the right tapes, the Denon repays with delightful sound quality.

Denon DRW-580 (twin) £200 Feb 96  Good value and performance, but bettered by Denon's own single decks.

Grundig CF4 £250 Jan 95 Fair on pre-recordeds, OK when recording, but speed stability isn't great.
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JVC TD-V662 £300
JVC TD-VI010 £400
Kenwood KX-50805 £200
Kenwood KX-70605 £330
NAD 614 £270
Nad 602 £200
Nad 613 £230
Nakamichi 1.5 £500
Nakamichi DR-1 £780
Nakamichi DR-3 £300
Nakamichi DR-8 £550
Onkyo TAZ50 £350
Pioneer CT-95 £1000
Pioneer CT-5550S Precision £340
Pioneer CT-57405 £430
Rotel RD-960BX £230
Sony TC-K311 £150
Sony TC-K490 £170
Sony TC-Ké! 15 £330
Sony WM-D6C Walkman Pro £N/A
Teac V-600 £150
Teac V-610 £100
Teac V-60305 £550
Teac V-80005 £699
Teac V-80305 £650
Technics RS-AZ7 £300
Yamaha KX-580 SE £250
Yamaha KX-650 £260
CD Convertors £
Alchemist T5-D-1 £300
Arcam BB500 £750
Audiolab 8000DAC £900
Audio Note DAC-One &  £749%
Audio Note CDT-Zero £549
Cambridge Dacmagic £150
Cambridge Isomagic £129
Chord DSC 900 DAC £1700
Creek OBH-14 £239
DPA Digital 5X64 £800
DPA Enlighten DAC £795
DPA Enilghtenment £825
DPA Little Bit 3 £300
DPA 5X512 DAC £8000
GT Audio Star-Dac £350
LFD DAC3 £2999
Link DAC 2 £300
Marston Silhouette/PSU £895
Midiman Fiying Calf £109
Midiman Flying Cow £300
Monarchy Audio Delux 18 £595
Monarchy Delux |8 £795
Musical Fidelity X-24K £300
Musical Fidelity X-DAC £300
Musical Fidelity A3.24 £799
Orelle DA188 £399
Pink Triangle Da Capo £1400
Pros Audio £699
RDP 980 £450
Sonic Frontiers DAC kit £240
Sonic Frontiers Processor 3 £7000
Sonic Frontiers Transdac ~ £699
Tag McLaren DPA32R £1695
DAB Option £595
Thorens TDA2000 £700
XTC Dac £1200
CD Players £
Under £300

AMC CD8 £150
Cambridge CD45E £200
Denon DCD-315 £150
Denon DCD-425 £150
Denon DCD-635 £180
Denon DCD-835 £280
Grundig CD3 £240
JVC XL-v230 £157
JVC XL-Z574 £250
Kenwood DP-3080/11 £180
Kenwood DP-5050 £250
Kenwood DPF-3010 £180
Marantz CD-63 £249
Marantz CD-67 £270
NAD 510 £200
NAD 522 £170
NAD C521i £199
Philips CD721 £130
Pioneer PD-103 £140
Quad 67 44
Rotel RCD-940BX £230
Teac CD-P34505E £200
Teac CD-P4500 £249
Techinics SL-PG490A £100
Technics 5L-PS570D £200
Yamaha CDX-480 £200
Yamaha CDX-590 £230
Yamaha CDX-593 £180
CD Players [
£300-£799

AMC CDM7 £340
AR-07 £300
Arcam Alpha 5+ £480
Arcam Alpha 6 £600
Arcam Alpha 7 £320
Arcam Alpha 85E £599
Arcam Alpha 9 £799
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Only the lack of Dolby 5 conspires against the otherwise excellent JVC.

Disappointing on replay but recording is another kettle of fish altogether.

Stable transport gives fine results on metal and chrome. Rough on ferrics.

Convincing all-rounder except for heavy-handed noise reduction.

Excellent electronics are let down by a low-grade transport.

Respectable on pre-recordeds but bass-light on recordings.

Decent playback and good recording when used carefully.

The Cassette Deck 1.5 has nio rivals in Its ability to recreate & realistie parformance

Not perfect but as close as you can get for the money.

Unfortunately keeping the price down keeps performance below Nak’s norm.

A good product that is worthy of the Nakamichi title. It could be the cassette’s last stand!
Top trangport bur the electronics aren’t on a par,

On chrome and ferric, the *95 is smooth and natural. Not so good with metals.

Three heads, easc of use and high quality make the Dolby S equipped Precision a strong contender
Complex but superb in every important area.

A solid, competent machine which is reasonable value for money.

Auto-tuning is mediocre and the general results are unexceptional.

A mix of average heads and electronics doesn’t make for happy taping.

Muffled on pre-recordeds but pulls out all the stops on recordings.

Sony's very best high-end hi-fi cassette transport, squeezed into a box and run from batteries. About £200 5/H for a mint, low use example.
Satisfactory for in-car recordings, but the low price shows.

The V-610's performance matches its price well, but audiophile it isn’t.-

Solid build and solid sounds. Top-notch at the price.

With decks like the Teac, cassette deserves to live beyond the year 2000.

One of the highest quality Dolby S decks available.

Excellent bass but mid and treble lack dynamics. Auto-tunes poorly on metal.

The '580 lives up to its SE tag with a fine performance in all areas.

The Yamaha offers a fine blend of performance and facilities.

Verdict

Smooth, natural and relaxed on the ear, highly persuasive with acoustic material. A bit soft on Rock and Dance.
Smooth and accurate treble and easy-going rhythm. Measured and engaing: good value too.

Treble roll-off serves to remove some of the music’s sparkle; lags behind the group leaders somewhat.

A enjoyably musical package and beautifully presented

100, but a touch too coloured to compete with the best of the rest.

Instant upgrade for a budget player but out of its depth within a properly designed hi-fi CD player.

Extremely refined and sophisticated sound at a ridiculously low price make it another Cambridge cracker!

The Chord combines smooth composure with musicality and transparency. Fort Knox build and priced to match.
Combined DAC and passive pre-amp; at the money there is no competition.

Combines lack of grain and tonal richness with typical DPA speed and lucidity.

Powerdful, taut bassand remarkably solid higher frequencies. A nice touch with acoustic music especially.

An engrassing liszen with good manners ta hoot Never uninvolving or lacklustre, plays with realism

Don't be misled by the name - it's the budget convertor to have. Impossible to criticise for the money.

A real smoothie for high-end digital conversion. Given the right transport, an outstanding sound is on the cards.
This DAC's extremely natural, fluid character gels with any type of music.

Three grand is a lot to spend, but few other digital convertors come close. Brilliantly warm. musical and engaging sound makes the most of any music.

Bargain price, priceless performance. A DAC to take very seriously indeed.

If detail is high on your list of priorities. with a more forceful, hard-edged presentation, this looks like a very good bet.
A great little DAC which simply can't be beaten at the price. A bargain in all areas.

First-class as a DAC: doubles as an ADC for archiving to CDR - great value.

Never offensive; its multi-bit convertor packs a mighty bass punch. Useful analogue volume control

Delicate brightness does a lot to open out music and create a sense of space

Crisp, detailed and dynamic, the MF is a genuine music maker, if a touch hard and bright at times.

Outstanding value for money. Excellent sound in the usual attractively styled package.

An interesting bit of audiophile kit that will put fine sparkle and depth into decent CD recordings and do its very best with bad ones.
Nicely built with quality components, the DA-188 has a lively sound. Solid bass, tidy midrange and crisp treble.

Old hand at the game. One of the first HDCD-compatible convertors still a fine piece of gear.

A fine musical performance makes this idiosynu atic CD convertor warth sgarching our.

An affordable route into two-box players. Good, clean dynamic sound with a neutral and pure mid-range tone.

Easy and fun to build, competitively priced and delivers fine sonic results.

An awful lot of money - use it forever. Quality which can outlive any amount of cheaper purchases.

The Transdac has a smooth and focussed sound, but partnered with the Ultra Jitterbug looks expensive.

Expensive, but a supremely versatile machine thats not

only an excellent digital radio but a pretty good preamp and DAC too

Partnered with the TCD 2000, produces a sound that is certainly focussed, deatiled and spacious.

A taste of the elegantly smooth, slightly laid-back sound the epitome of American good taste.

Verdict

The CDB8 is free from grain but can sound too polished at times.

Natural and very life-like, the CD45E embarrasses many pricier players.
Great box of tricks which gets all of the basics right. A bargain.

Crisp, up-beat player which is inconsistent in its overall presentation.
Rhythmically slick and dynamic, the Denon errs to the cool side of neutral.
Warm and smooth, the 835 is laid-back rather than in-your-face.

Great for simple Jazz and Folk. but soft bass slows things down.

Slightly muddled in the bass, the "230 isn’t the most rhythmic of players.
Light in the bass and melodically mechanical, the JVC prefers sparse tracks.
One of the best budget all-rounders there is. A shade treble-heavy.

Wiaffly bass and enthusiastic treble mean the Kenwood prefers Classical to Rock.
A fine performer. Lacks only some of the spirit of its predecessors.
Upholds the Marantz tradition of lively CD players.

Fine vocal projection and treble. Bass is deep if not that tight.

Hard to criticise at the price, with a typically smooth, fluid NAD sound.
Warm and smooth, this is a cultured player. Can be over-civilised at times.
Smooth and clean sounding, the C521i is the leader in the budget CD market.
Not the most accurate machine, but holds its own at the price.

Rolled-off treble limits detail. Light bass retains foot-tapping ability.

One of the top players at the price with great speed and grip.

Controlled and invigorating player albeit a touch sterile.

Refuses to become flustered. Can fack emotion as a result, though.

Like many of ite contemporaries the Teac is too smooth to shine.

In spite of a bias towards bass and treble, this machine remains a bargain.
Typical Technics’ bright and bassy sound. Prefers Dance and Rock.

Mature, laid-back machine drops points for inferior timing and imaging.
Detailed. refined but not particularly engaging or exciting.

Lean and up-front, the Yamaha is involving on Rock but can sound rough.

Verdict

Very musical outfit which gains sweetness with optional valve output stage.
The "07 is even-handed but has no real fortes.

Old-style Arcam warmth mixes with fine imaging. Not the fastest sound.
Seamless most of the time, although there is a touch of coarseness.
Superbly-designed, instinctively musical player destined for success.

The 85E builds on the strengths of the standard 8 with HDCD filtering.
Apart from its tonal brightness, the Alpha 9 is a very capable machine.
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Audio nnovations Alto £449  May 96  Grainless treble is detailed but the Alto misses that vital emotional spark.
w Aura CDSO £450  Jul 93 High measured distortion mars the treble and bass is dry.
Creek CD43 £499 Oct 98 A competent player with a musicality that will seduce any music-lover.
3 Cyrus dAD3 £598 Dec 96 Lacklustre with Classical, dramatic and lively on Dance and Rock.
(T = | Denon DCD-1015 £350  Apr95  Warm and slightly loose, the "1015 is a good match for bright ancillaries.
Denon DCD-IS50AR £350  Jul 98 Clean and precise, the Denon lags only in warmth and openness.
: Harman/Kardon HD730 £300  Aug 96  Strong on dynamics and drive, but lifeless treble can dampen music.
Kenwood DP-7060 £380 Dec 94  With more weight, sweetness and pace, the Kenwood could be a winner.
m Linn Mimik £798  Apr 95  Tonally hard but possesses many, if not all, of the Linn rhythmic strengths.
Marantz CD-63 KI-Sig. £500 Sep 96  This is a rare player, greater than the sum of its parts.
Marantz CD-63SE £350 May 95  Taken as a whole, the CD-635E is one hell of a CD player. No digital nasties.
m Mission DADS £499 Dec 92  Enjoyable deck with beefy bass. Not the ultimate detail retriever.
Myryad T20 £600 Dec 98  With its brightness balanced by warm ancillaries the T20 will win friends.
: Onkyo DX-750 £350 Dec94 Lean in the midrange but otherwise well-rounded and highly enjoyable.
Orelle CD100e £650 Mar 97  Clean and tidy on electronic music. Not so good with acoustic material.
== Orelie CD480 £400 Mar 94  Uneven and forward, the Orelle doesn't really cut the mustard.
> Pioneer PD-5904 £400 Sep 96  Fluid midrange leads a dry bass and tonally-limited treble.
Rotel RCD-965BX Discrete £375 Dec 94  Fast, clean sound verges on the clinical at times.
: Rotel RCD-97 1| £350 Sep 98  Refinement is a plus point. but lack of vitality holds the Rotel back.
Rotel RCD-975 £450 Sep 96  Tuneful, pungent bass are the pros, flat sound staging and tone the cons.
n Sony CDP-X3000€S £500 Mar 98  Neutral, dynamic and stylish but not quite up with the best.
Sony CDP-XE900E £300  Mar 97 In spite of fine sound staging and clarity, the Sony fails to involve.
Teac CD-5 £350  Jan 96 Clean and dry, the Teac is rather sterile compared to the competition.
Teac VRDS-7 £599 May 94  Honey of a transport outperforms the tonally-restricted convertor section.
Technics 5L-P5840 £450 Sep 95  Not the last word in bass control. Midrange is more persuasive.
Trichord Genesis £549  Sep 96  Warm and bassy, but extremely natural. Not the most consistent player.
Trichord Revelation £799 May 97  When it's good, it's very good indeed. Can get confused on dense mixes.
Yamaha CDX-880 £340 Dec 94  Easy-listening Yamaha is fine if you want to relax rather than Rock.
CD Pilayers £ Year Verdict
£800-£1499
Audiolab 8000 £1000 Dec 96  Sweet treble and full midrange give the 8000CD a lucid sound.
Cymbol CDP12 £1279 Dec 97  lIts warm, musical sound plus HDCD compatibility are a strong combination.
Cyrus dAD-7 £899  Jan 95 Up with the best at the money, the Cyrus simply sounds ‘right’.
DPA Renaissance £895  Jun 95 Breathtaking imagery and dynamics. Not strictly accurate, but who cares?
Exposure XXII £1175 Jan Ol A better player than the fairly ordinary build suggest Great rhythmic grip and excitement with good detail but also subtle and refined control
Harman/Kardon HD7725  £800  Jan 94 Construction is price-correct, but not the excessively relaxed sound.
Heybrook Signature £989 Oct 97 The Heybrook loses out because of its rough treble and lack of clarity.
Holfi Xara £950 May 98  It's not cheap but the Xara scores for firm bass and exciting presentation.
LFD Mistral £999  Nov 97 The Mistral is outclassed in areas like pace and bass depth.
Marantz CD-17 £800 Mar 96 The CD-17 has a presentation which excels in musicality and lucidity.
Marantz CD-17 KI-5 £1300 Sep 97  The KI-S has a valve-like smoothness and clarity.
Meridian 506 £875 May 95  Characteristically dry Meridian balance which could do with more emotion.
NAD 5500i £1195 Holds its own amongst the strong competition with refinesment and great transparency. Bass isn't 'big’ but overall sound is high quality
Pink Triangle Numeral £1099 Apr 98  This very natural one-box fully justifies its £1000 price tag.
Quad 77 £850 Nov 95 Competent, entertaining machine with neat styling and remote.
Quad 7712 £850 May 96  The 7712 takes a mellow view of tunes marred only by loose bass.
Roksan Caspian £895 Aug 97  The Caspian is a gifted player well worth its asking price.
Sugden SDT-| £850 Mar 93 A superb all-rounder with particularly convincing rhythms.
Teac VRDS- | OSE £850 Apr 96  Draws you into the music. Soundstaging fine but treble is a little bright.
Teac VRDS-25 £1300 Aug 96  Solid build doesn’t make up for sound which lags in integration and detail.
XTC CDP-I £1250 Dec 97  Rhythmically satisfying. but can sound hard in the wrong system.
CD Players 2 Year Verdict
£1500-
Anthem CDI £1600 Mar 98  Sweet sound and numerous features make the Anthem fine value for money.
Burmester 937 £5460 Sep 94  Amongst the best with its belt-drive transport.
Mcintosh CDM-7009 £2635 Dec 95  Unmatched quality from CD at a high but fair price.
Meridian 508.24 £1995 Jul 98 The 508.24 is one of the top performers at its price.
Naim CD2 £1998 Apr 97  CD2 excites at the expense of subtlety. More at home in a Naim system.
Pink Triangle Litaural £2099 Feb 98  One-box player with sound capable of mixing it with the best.
Teac CD-XI £2300 Jun 92 You'll either love or hate this machine’s great flair and confidence.
CD Recordable £ Year Verdict
Denon CDR- 1000 £399 Dec 00  Accomplished all rounder, but faces stiff competition in an increasingly competitive market.
Denon CDR-W|{500 £450 May 01  Relatively easy to use and crammed full of functions and facilities. Playback for a twin deck machine is better than the norm. Recommended.
Harman Kardon CDR-30  £589  Jan 02 A truely versatile machine with litde in the way of competition. Great for a recording session but lets the side down a litde when it comes to playback.
LG ADR-620 £350  Aug 00 A good attempt at hi-fi from a major player in electronics. Not the best sounding machine available though.
LG ADR-620 £350 May 02  Updated review of the LG ADR-620. A fine, no-nonsense CD copier which offers useful high speed operation, decent sonics and a practical array of features
Marantz DR-17 £1500 Jul 00 If you want a CD Recorder that wilt also double as a high quality front-end player, look no further!
Marantz DR700 £600  Oct 99 A very solid all-rounder with impressive playback sound quality. Dearer than many though.
Marantz DR6000 £500  Jan Ol Great all rounder with no serious flaws. Makes great recordings and plays back well. Fine vaiue for money.
NAD Cé60 £349  Mar 02  Probably the best sounding double-deck CD recorder around right now. Factor in great flexibility and useful real-worl facilities, and its a bargain.
Philips CDR-765 £360 Oct99  Big value package. Whether the 'free’ CD player function will earn its keep is a moot point.
Philips CDR 775 £330 Aug 00  Philips lead the way yet again with a good value option that can’t be bettered at the price.
Philips CDR 802 £300 Apr02  Brimming with facilities, this deck offers great sound per pound, but isn't really the audiophile's choice.
Philips CD-R 880 £500  Oct 99  Spot on with digital sources and impressive with analogue; playback a touch cold sounding.
Philips CD-R 951 £380 Sep 00  5till not the easiest machine to use, but does its job very well. Good recording and playback quality.
Pioneer PDR-555RW £500  Oct 99  Worthy of consideration but a bit of a mixed bag all round. Plenty of drive.
Pioneer PDR-W739 £300  Jut 00 Good recording and capable playback. Slightly flimsey build but overall good value.
Teac RW-800 £350  Aug 00  Offers excellent build and looks with equally impressive recording capability. Playback could be a little better.
Traxdata Traxaudio 900 £500 Oct 99  Not the cheapest on the market but has an obliging way with playback which may turn the scale.
CD Transports £ Year Verdict
Audiolab 8000 CDM £1249 Aug94  Distinguished by a wide array of failities, Thoughtfully designed and high quality.
Cyrus Disc Master £1800  Jut 94 Smooth and cohesive. The Disc Master looks good and comes with the Dac Master within the price.
DPA Enlightenment £695 Mar 95  Solid and lifelike sound with Rock music and full bodied on Classical.
Kenwood DP-X9010 £530  Feb 92  Superb build for the money and a very musica! sound. Benefits greatly from clocking.
Micromega Duo £3435 Apr 93  Excellent build quaity and a sound quality to match.
Monarchy DT-40A £1595  Jun 94 Isn't cheap but has a solid dependable sound with a big, powerful presentation.
Parasound C/BD-2000 £1695  Jun 97 The belt drive is an interesting idea but the Parasound is bettered by cheaper transports.
PT Cardinal £1440 Feb 95  Heart-stopping speed and impact contribute to what is an exceptionally good machine.
Roksan Attessa £1295 Apr 94  Fascinating player but a little flawed when compared with the competition.
Rotel RDD-980 £450  Jul 96 Good, clean dynamic sound with a neutral and pure midrange tone.
Sonic Frontiers 3 £6999 Sep 98 A handsome machine both sonically and asthetically. We love the camera aperture-style loading system.
Sonic Frontiers SFT-1 £2295 Aug 96  Top flight machine with an easy, musical and enjoyable sound, for those that can afford it.
Teac P-30 £2500 Jun97  Costs a lot of money and sounds nothing short of superb.
Teac VRDS TI £499 Feb 95  Enjoyable player with good insight. Good finish and keen pricing make it a thoroughly good buy.
Thorens TCD 2000 £900  Jun 96 A soft and warm sound will please vinyl lovers, but it's not the fast word in detail.
XTC CDTI £1200 Apr 96 A warm and musical sound with a taste of high-end refinement and detail.

Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB)£ Year Verdict
Acoustic Solutions SPHI0  £129  Nov 02  Superb value, easy to use and a bargain if you want digital radio for virtually nothing. If uftimate sound quality matters though, you could be in trouble.

Arcam FM) DT23 £1000 Aug 00 A stylish and well built tuner, very user friendly with a detailed sound.

Cymbol C-DABI £1000 Aug 00 A competent sounding tuner that shows the best that DAB sound quality can offer. Delivers the goods at a price.

Psion Infomedia Wavefinder £299  Jan 0l Runs on a PC and limited reception capabilities notwithstanding, this is a cracking product that will enrich the life of any radio head!
Pure DRX-701ES £249  Nov 02 The best pound for pound value Digital Radio you can buy, but even this won't convince many analogue addicts to make the switch.
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TAG MclLaren DPA32R £1695 Oct Of  Expensive, but a supremely versatite machine thats not
DAB Option £59S only an excellent digitat radio but a pretty good preampand DAC too. U
Technics ST-GT 1000 €500 Aug 00 A versatile tuner. Sound quality is very good with both FM and digital broadcasts. Excellent value compared to the digital competition.
Videologic DRX-60E £299 Feb Ol  Lots of stations, easy to use and fine sound quality, but bright deep bass absent. :
Videologic DRX-601ES €349 Feb 02  Upgraded version of the DRX-601E. An excellent tuner offering good value and a fine sound.
Videologic DRX-601EX €499  Aug 02 A fine bit of kit with a genuine hi-fi appeal! The only thing against it is the heavy price tag. <
1]
DVD Players £ Year Verdict
Arcam DV88 £8%9  Jul 01 Pricey but well engineered. The DV88 is one of the few DVD players which doubles up as a very fine hi-fi product. :
Cyrus DVD7 £1000 Oct 01 One of the best sounding players around, the DVD7 is the player of choice for the discerning audiophile. PSX-R upgrade improves quality to super status.
Cyrus DVD7+ £1000 Jan 03 Tremendously grippy, musical sound plus extensive upgrade options make this a true ‘audiophile DVD player'. Q
Denon DV-939A £1200 Jul Ol A great ‘universal' player that excels with CD as well as DVD video and audio formats. Pricey but extremely versitle, plus format and user friendly.
Denon DVD-900 €249  Jan 03 A fine DVD video player but. unsurprisingly perhaps, its audio capabilities are well behind purpose built CD players at this price.
Denon DVD-1600 £499 May 02  Offering a tantalising taste of the new digital dream, this machine represents superb value for money. m
Denon DVD-2500 €495 Mar 00  Good sonic compromise between murderously bright and hopelessly dull. No surround sound
Denon DVD-3000 €700 Aug 98  The Denon is a fine performer with CD and better still with 24/96. :
Denon DVD-3300 £1000  Jun Ol A good CD player and even better with DVD-A. Detailed and neutral sounding, its a tad dry. Not the best build for the money.
Denon DVD 3800 £999  Nov 02 Powerful, punchy DVD-Audio playback. but lack of SACD compatibility and uninspiring CD sound it down. Superb value nonetheless. SR
Denon DVD-5000 £1S00 Mar 99  Build is second to none. Sound is very solid convincing, but not as musical as the 3000. Q
Denon DVD-A| £2499 Sep 02  Tremendously big, powerful sound, allied to supreme sophistication makes it the best DVD-A player around - at the moment!
Hitachi DVP-SOSE €300 Nov 00 Fine value DVD player with good if rather forward CD replay m
JVC XV-D701 £S00 Mar 00  Exhibits versitility but lack lustre when playing plain audio CD's.
JVC XV-SA72 £400 Sep 02 A good sounding and affordable player. Smooth and spacious sounding but lacks drive and excitement.
Kenwood DVF-R3030 €899 May Ol A great all-rounder that’s good with CD's and excellent with DVD-A's. Bulky and fiddly to use, but still excellent value.
Maranz DC-12 £2500 Dec 02  This does so much so well - probably the best DVD-A player at the price right now.
Marantz DV8300 £1400 Feb 03  Fine audio and video quality plus ‘universal’ compatbility make this an excellent machine, but one which faces fierce competition nonetheless.
Meridian 800V3 £10,295 Dec 02 Takes audio to another level, if you can afford it. Without doubt the finest optical disc playing system
Meridian 861 Controller £7,63S we've encountered. Smooth and cohesive, it plays anything you chuck at it with ultimate finese.
NAD TS31| £330  Feb02  Brilliant value DVD/CD hybrid with loads of useful features and a warm, smooth and musical sound.
NAD T5S0 £499 Oct 00  Great sound quality from CD and plays DVD video well. Lack of true 24bit/96kHz audio was disappointing.
Onkyo DV-593% £1800 Nov 0l Not cheap but the most accomplished audio and video player around at the moment, Superb technical ability and build.
Onkyo DV-5P800 £1200 Feb 03  Multi-format capability is most welcome, middling sonics, ergonomics and build aren’t.
Panasonic DMR-E20 €999  Jan 02 High quality player and recorder, the DMR-E20 is a fine breakthrough machine that offers excellent value when all is considered.
Panasonic DVD-A350 £700  Jul 98 The A350 wipes out the CD-only competition at the price and threatens players up to £2000.
Panasonic DVD-LI0 £1000 Nov 98  Isn't cheap, but it’s an outstanding portable and a capable domestic device.
Panasonic DVD-RA6 | £400  Aug 02  Warm sounding DVD player that is good with DVD-audio too but a mediocre CD performance.
Philips DVD 763SA €249 Dec 02  Brilliant value if you want a do-it-all machine for next to nothing, but audiophiles will find its decent SACD performance offset by poor CD sound.
Philips DVD 960 £550  Nov 00  Works well and gives good CD sound but awkward to use and does not play 24/96 properly
Philips DVD 962SA £399  Jul 02 Vivid dynamics and superb subjective 'bandwidth’ make this a great audiophile player. Superb value.
Philips DVD R985 £900 Sep 02  Brilliant for its video capabilities, but dont expect it to make your existing audio system obselete.
Philips DVD R1000 £1299 Dec 01 A remarkably versatile machine that not only plays and records video but sounds good too.
Pioneer PDV-LC10 €1000 Jun G0  One of those ‘must have’ executive toys. Great if you san afford it.
Pioneer DV-6260 £450 Mar 00  Pleasingly musical and lively. dts and Dolby decoders are a plus.
Pioneer DV-656 £399  Jan 03 Not the last word in super quality audio {(especiaily with CD) but as a machine that plays anything you chuck at it, for £400 it’s simply a bargain.
Pioneer DV-747A £1000 Apr 02 Plays DVD-A, DVD-Video, Multichannel SACD, CD-R, CD-RW, MP3, DVD-R and DVD-RW. Phew! Superb all rounder, pricey but top value.
Pioneer DV-7S7Ai £799 Feb03  An indeniably impressive and important product. This universal player makes good work of everything. Highly recommended.
Pioneer DV-939A £1200 Nov 0l  This isn’t now the best value option on the market but it has good performance with DVD-A discs. Ordinary CD is good but not tip top.
Rotel RDV 995 £700  Sep Ol Not the best video player but easily one of the best sounding DVD players on the market. The one for the movie watching audiophile.
Sony DVP-S715 €700 Aug 98  The Sony is warm and smooth but lacks clarity and precision.
Sony DVP $725D £550  Mar 00  Bright sound with good detail. Surround sound, 24/96 convertor & full range of video outputs.
Sony DVP-S7700 £700 Oct 99  Looks good, sounds better. Deserves very serious consideration.
Sony PBD-V30 (portable}  £700  Jun 99 The Sony is an engrossing performer in a sturdy and attractive design.
T+A DVD 1210R £1500 Feb Ol At last. a DVD player that's also a great sounding high-end CD player. It certainly makes music its priority.
TAG McLaren DVD 32FLD £2999 Aug 02  An excellent digital transport without doubt. but faces stiff competition at the price.
Toshiba SD-500SE £500  Nov 0l Not the best of the bunch when it comes to music but good picture quality. Lacks focus and control with CD.
Toshiba SD-S10 £400 Aug 02  Detailed DVD player which is one of the few that works well as a CD. Decent performance from all sources, but it’s still not time to ditch that CD player yet!
Tushiba SD-900E £1200 Jun OI Its not the most, neutral player around but it has a very involving, exciting and controlled sound. Equally adept with any format and very well built.
Yamaha DVD $79S €530  Mar 00  Exhibits versitility but lack lustre when playing plain audio CO's.
Hard Disk Recording £ Year Verdict
Alesis Masterlink ML 9600 £1400 Jul 00 Combining awesome technology with user-friendliness, this quite outstanding gadget deserves an audition.
Imerge $1000-80 £599 May 02 Superb mix of features and convenience, and the sound isn't half bad either. Fine build and ergonomics
Linn Knekt Kivor £12,000Dec 01  Innovative stuff fromLinn. Superb sound and user interface allied to broad range of capabilities make it good value even at this price.
Onkyo MB-S| £1200 Jul 02 Great value for money. Right now this is the best hard drive-based digital recorder you'll get without paying studio prices.
Yamaha CDR-HDI300  £599 Jan 03  Fine sound, excellent build quality, clean ergonomics and some interesting features, but still not quite perfect!
Headphones £ Year Verdict
Beyerdynamic DT931 £150  Jul Ol Deliver a detailed and clear sound. Good bass extension although treble can be a tad harsh sometimes. deal for long listening periods.
Grado Reference Series RS2 £750  Sep Uz  Expensive, but superb soundiig. The RS2s are superbly transparent detailed and sophisticated.
Ergo Model 2 £140  Mar 99  Wonderfully lucid and transparent panel-like sound.
Jecklin Float 2 £100  Mar 99  Clarity and opennes are their traits, rather than slamming bass, but still good vatue.
Sennheiser HD-433 £20 Mar 97 Whatever genre tickles your fancy, these will reproduce it with an ability which belies their price tag.
Sennheiser HD-45S £S0 Nov 9S  The HD-4SSs offer a civilized and refined performance and are easy on the pocket,
Sennheiser HD 497 £50 Sep02  Good value and affordable but not quite the best at the price.
Sennheiser HD-S80 £200  Nov 98 In the company of a smooth. warm system the 580s can shine.
Sennheiser HE60/V70 £1000 Feb9S  Electrostatic design that set a class standard and can put a case for chucking out your power amp and ‘speakers.
Sennheiser HD600 £250  Jul 01 A valve like headphone, they're sohpisticated, making many others sound britde. Not for hard house DJ's but more for the marathon session audiophile.
Sennheiser Orpheus £10000 Jul OF Creates a sound thats quite unique in neutrality, transparancy and detail. One of the best sonic experiences around, like strapping a pair of
Quads to your head! Without doubt the ultimate headphone!
Vivanco FMH-6800 £80 May 98  Have a lot of potential but basic operating problems have to be cleaned up first.
Vivanco SR8S0 £50 Nov 95 Excitement that is rarely heard in headphones, but have a little trouble with heavy orchestral loads.
Headphone Amplifiers £ Year Verdict
Creek OBH-| ISE £230  Jun 02 Will drive 2 headphones at the same time using a Class A amp wilth zero feedback. Good ambience and space with a high level of detail. A very
finely crafted little gem from the house of Creek!
Sugden Headmaster £530  Jun 02 Also doubles as a basic but high quality preamp with 3 line inputs. Smooth, full and rich sound married with a good sense of detail. An unusual
and highly recommended bit of kit.
Loudspeakers £ Year Verdict
Under £300
Acoustic Energy AEI00 €200  Jan 96 Reasonably neutral but ultimately lacklustre. Control of treble and mid-range poor.

Acoustic Energy Aegis One £150 Sep 99  Weighty, powerful performers with plenty of charaster. Exceptional value for money.

Acoustic Energy Aegis Two £2S50 Mar 00 A highly engaging sound that grabs the attention to great effect. They can suffer from a slightly thin sound with some recordings.
Acoustc Energy Aesprit 300c  £300  Jan 03 Smooth and warm, with great insight but a certain amount of cabinet coloration effects the overall sound, Good looking and well built.
Acoustic Energy Evo | £180 Sep02  Well built and engineered, the Evo’s are detailed and enjoyable, if a tad heavy handed in the bass at times.

Acoustic Research Status 10 £140  Aug 00  The SI0's are smooth and exciting. a well defined bass and good control is present with any music.

Acoustic Research Status 30 £249  Feb 00  Good value. The 30's have a warm, generous sound, but they can lack bite with upbeat music.

Audio Gem Opals €240 Dec 97  Partner the Opals with warm ancillaries and you get an involving sound. Avoid bright amps and sources.

ALR/Jordan Entry S £180 Jan G0  ALR/ordans have a lot te boast about (also reviewed Sep 0l)

Aura LSB-627M £230 Aug 98  Energetic, bold and highly detailed, the Aura is one to consider for the budget-conscious.

Aura LST-627 €299  Oct 98 Like Aura’s matching stand mounters, the 627Ms are lucid and controlled. Treble is brightish.

B&W 601 €200  Jan 96  Unrestricted and clean sound with satisfying musicality. An engaging subtlety not common at the price.

B&W DM302 £130  Apr 96  Clear open and detailed sound but balance too forward and weak bass.

B&W DMé602 £250 Nov 96  Excel with taut hard-hitting bass with dynamic and uncoloured midrange. Metal dome tweeter bleaches out the treble.
Boston CRé £1S0  Sep 98 With simple music, the CR6s work well, but not quite as well as the best of the competition.

Castle Isis £230  Jan 96 A lively little animal, well worth the money.

Castle Richmond £249  Apr 00  Fundamentally accurate, but sound staging could be more spacious.
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Castle Richmond 3 £280  Jan 03 Well finished and attractive, the Castle's image well and have good detail but could be a bit too warm and ‘coloured’ for some.
m Celestion 12i £119 Feb98  The |2is’ powerful, confident sound belies a rather poor measured performance.
Celestion Impact 15 £200  jan 96 Big presentation but a rather distant quality. Could sound boomy and confined.
3 Celestion Impact 23 £299 Nov 96 Sterling performance in the bass with speed and control. Good midrange projection.
[T | Chario Hiper 1000 €299 Feb 9%  Quality construction and sound marry to produce a very capable “speaker. Open treble and firm bass for the size
Eleax Liberty |+ £99 May 00  An astonishing natural sound for the money. Well balanced in all directions.
: Eltax Liberty 3+ £150  Jan 98 A lot of loudspeaker for the money. Punch and slam in the bass but sometimes thin in the treble.
Eltax Symphony 6 £240 Nov 96  Although bright, the Symphony és score for clarity and power. Bass is fast and accurate.
m Gale 2i £140 Feb97  Smooth, balanced performers that do a good job on any genre. Free from the nasties that afflict manyat the price.
Gale Mini Monltor £50 Apr 97 Not the fast word in midrange or bass clarity, but gives real hi-fi results for a paitry £50.
GLL ICTI00 £170  Nov 95  For their size and price they offer some super qualities, especially stable imaging.
m Heybrook Heylette £199  Sep 99  Better suited to Classical than Rock or Heavy Metal.Smooth and refined sound will appeal to many.
Heybrook Optima €259 Oct 98  Capable all-rounders, the Optimas combine smoothness, insight and control to great effect.
: Heybrooks HBI S3 €269 Nov 96 Excellent imaging with clear treble and midrange. Bass slightly dry and boxy but would suit a smaller room.
Heybrook HBI £179  Aug 00 Good bass response and keen dynamics. Not the last word in detail but very involving.
== Jamo CS5 Actives £200  Oct 98 in spite of a few colorations, the Jamos are fine examples of budget active operation.
> JM Lab Chorus 706 €229 Feb 02 A big and dynamic sound with a smooth treble. Strain a bit when pushed but overall fine 'speakers.
JPW 210 £150  Apr02 A fine little 'speaker with plenty of bite and rhythm. Not quite as accomplished as the best cheaper competition.
: JPW MLSI10 €130 Jan 98 With greater transparency and a bit more get-up-and-go, the 510s could be leaders of the budget pack.
JPW MLS 10 £149  Aug00 Plenty of kick but they're not subtle. There's better value for money around.
a Kef 605 £200 May 96  The 60S is open and detailed but coloured too.
Kef Coda 7 €129 Apr95  Rhythmic push and tuneful bass are the plus points of these small standmounts.
Kef Coda 8 £200  jan 96 Breezy presence, good dynamics and a sense of fullness. Not the utmost in clarlty, some box colouration.
Kef Coda 9 £299  Jul 96 Strong bass can get out of control, as can treble. This tends to overpower the midrange.
Kef Cresta | £99 May 00 A civilised sound that excels with vocals and phrasing. Some could find them a little laid back.
Kef Cresta 2 £150 Oct 99 A highly entertaining bi-wire budget mini. The only slight let-down is sound staging
Kef Cresta 3 €249  Mar Ol  Big tuneful bass, easy clarity and good dynamics together give an entertaining performance. Some blemishes but still great fun.
Kef QI £250 Aug 02  Superb sound quality with excellent detail that’s easily up there with the best at the price.
Kef Q1S £199 Feb 97  Impressive bass and a sweet clarity make the Q15s ‘speakers that'll put a smile on any audiophile’s face.
Kenwood LS90UK £129  Jul 98 The LS90UKs have dry bass and limited tonal colour, but staging and imaging are superb.
Klipsch KSB 2.1 £295 Feb00  High sensitivity and easy to drive with exciting and involving sound. Weil controlled bass can boom slightly.
Linn Sekrit £298 Apr 96  Well-behaved and with a decent tonal quality.
Magnat Vintage 105 £120 Feb 02  Not half bad for the money, the Vintage 105s are fast and exciting, but also a tad too forward sounding.
Mission 700 £130  May 98  The 700s are easily outclassed by Mission's own superb 731 Pros at a £10 premium.
Mission 702e £19%  Sep 99  Well constructed and engineered but top-heavy balance lets the side down with its lack of subtlety.
Mission 731 £129  Apr 95  An initially impressive, upfront sound but ultimately a little uninvolving.
Mission 731 Pro £139  Jul 97 Music makers with a clean,punchy sound. Real value for money.
Mission 731i £130  Nov 96 Mission's babies are a truly worthwhile improvement on the original 731s.
Mission 73ILE £150 Nov 95 Excellent sound puts the competitors in the shade. Well built and pretty too!
Mission 732i £200 Aug 97  If you've got £200 with ‘loudspeaker’ written on it, then the 732i should be on you're shopping list.
Mission 750LE £250 Mar 98  The 750LEs with their combination of Aerogel clarity and budget cost are hard to resist.
Mission 771 £170  Jul 98 Superb stand mounters of real refinement and musicality. A touch bass light.
Mission 772 £230  Apr99  Civilised standmounters which lack nothing in control, finesse or transparency.
Mission m70 £110  jul 02 Great imaging as usual, with good projection and staging but the m70s don't do justice to 'big’ recordings and bass can be a bit wobbly.
Mission m71 £129  FebOl A slight dry, glassy hard quality doesn't favour strings and may emphasis sibilance on bright CDs. (also reviewed Feb02)
Mission m72 £160  Aug Ol  Fine imaging and vocal presence that kicks dirt in the faces of rivals. Good. out of the box sound but the bass may need tweaking to control it
Mission m73 £19%9  Jun Ol An exceptionally detailed, smooth and rich sound. Weak bass impact and a little boxiness without sand filling, but spectacular in this area when filled.
M} Acoustics Pro 50 £29%  jun 02 The Pro 50 sub-woofer is a fine performer in both movies and music. Real depth and perspective, adds depth and clarity, demonstrating its quality
Monitor Audio Silver Si £29%  Jan 03 Fine clarity and dynamics but are naturally forward which, whilst exciting. also means that they can be harsh at the top end when pushed.
Monsoon MM- 1000 £200 May 99 A novel multi-media two-satellites-and-sub which nevertheless demands to be taken quite seriously.
Mordaunt-Short MS20i £200  Jan 96 Very tight bass and an all-round big sound. Some sharpness in the treble but assertive and clear.
Mordaunt Short MS912 £200  Jan 03 A very sophisticated design for the money. A big cohesive and dynamic sound with good bass and fluid treble. Highly recommended.
NAD 801 £100  Jun 97 Impressive bass extension and midrange clarity are pluses. Prominent treble stops the 801 from challenging the best.
NHT Super One €250 Nov 00 Excellent value for money. offering high-end quality at a low-end price
Paradigm Mini Monitors £230  Aug 97  The Paradigms have a generally enjoyable sound but treble is sharp and midrange recessed.
Philips DSS 330 £63 May 00  Not exactly hi-fidelity but a sound product that's good value for money when used as a computer application.
QLN 122 £270  Jun 96 Solid bottom end will drive a large room well, but they're a bit bright too.
RDL RA Labs Mini Ref £99 Jul 95 Engineering is not tip-top, but with a smooth system they will produce a clear and open, if bright. sound.
Rega Ara £255 Jan 03 Very fast and immediate with no obvious colorisation but the Ara also lacks deep real bass and detail and sounds thin and hard at times.
Revolver Purdey £200  Jan 96 Rather small sound for a big cabinet. Absence of deep bass hard to forgive.
Richard Allen Minette 3 £159  Sep 99  Very individualistic loudspeakers will need careful auditioning to ensure that they're right for you.
Rogers LS| £14%  Feb 96  Clear, bright and open but with weak bass. Best used close to or against a wall.
Rogers LS33 £250 Nov 96 Detailed and clear with a forward midrange. Could be a little rough on vocals; bass extension is limited.
Soundpax £30 Jun 02 Surprisingly musical, ultra lightweight cardboard ‘speakers using NXT panel speakers. Cheap way of getting music into the garage, garden shed or patio.
System Audio 1005 £299  Aug 96  Excellent all-rounder that provides a real open window into almost every genre of music.
Tangent Monitor |1 £200 Nov 97  The Tangents' bass has attractive speed and impact, matched with smooth treble and open midband.
Tangent Monitor 2 £60 Jul 96 Good imaging as well as control. Tweets a bit too much but more than fine for the money.
Tannoy Mercury mi £120  Jun 98 The best at the price and capable of embarrassing many more expensive ‘speakers.
Tannoy Mercury m2 £140 May 97  For £140, you get a ‘speaker with transparency and enjoyability unmatched at the price.
Tannoy Mercury m2.5 £160 Sep 99 A little brittle in the upper midrange but the virtues outweigh the faults many times over. Budget bargain.
Tannoy Mercury m3 £240 Nov 97  Even overall balance and taut secure bass, if not the deepest ever. Slightly lightweight and uninvolving.
Tannoy Mercury mX| £119  Aug00 Detailed and controlled with a great midband. Can be a bit lack lustre but are good value.
Tannoy Mercury mX2 £130  Jul 00 Strong and shouty contender in the popular bookshelf market. Lacks the subtlety for classical but fine for rock.
Tannoy Mercury mX3 £230 Dec 00 These new Tannoys are well balanced and full sounding through and through, making them fantastic value for money.
Tannoy RI £19%9  Nov 98 Worth an audition if you need to balance a bright source and amp, but treble lacks clarity.
TDK $80 £89 Sep 02 Incredible sound for the money - brilliantly Implemented NXT panels give a delightfully smooth yet fast and musical sound
TDL NFM | £120  May 97  Bright treble is partially balanced by taut , well integrated bass, but outclassed by the competition.
TDL Nucleus ! £60 Apr 97  Clean, incisive, detailed and revealing, especially in the bass.
TDL Nucleus 3 £200 Sep 99  The more you listen, the more you appreciate them. Best with smaller scale music - not for headbangers.

Videologic Sirocco Spirit £140 May 00  Placement sensitive, but a superb package that's excellent value for money.
Wharfedale Active Diamond £180 Mar 99  Great value introduction to active. The sound is deep and powerful but could be a little coloured for some.

Widale Diamond 7.2 £150 Sep 99  Honest reproduction, but with a suspicion of bass boom. Lacking in finesse; little dated now.

Wharfedale Diamond 8.1  £120 May Ol  Unexpectedly clean, smooth, open and engaging sound makes them a modern hi-fi classic. Superb value for money,

Wharfedale Diamond 8.2  £149 Oct 01  Great value ‘speakers that are detailed and smooth. Simply a steal at the price.

Whafedale Diamond 8.3 £19%9  Feb Ol More cohesive and sophisticated than rivals, with a very revealing treble. Sone may wish for a deeper bass, but still superb at the price.
Wharfedale Pacific Evo 8  £250  Jan 03 Attractive and impressive sounding with good detail and drive, they offer a good modern package to prospective customers. Highly recommended.
Wharfedale Pi-10 £250 Sep Ol A fine ‘speaker with solid build and deep bass, but can sound a bit sluggish at times and there is also a treble peak.

Wharfedale Valdus 300 £150  Jul 96 Can work well if partnered to give weighty bass and smooth treble.

Yamaha NS-200 £200 Dec 00 Despite slight problems at either end of the frequency spectrum, the NS-200s still dish up a detailed and persuasive sound. Worth a listen.
Loudspeakers (2 Year Verdict

£300-£799

AD E48 £599 May 02  Let down by a slightly synthetic sound with acoustic music. Rock recordings are superbly relayed, and imaging is excellent. Recommended.
Acoustic Energy Aegis 2 £350 Dec 00 Sold build and an exciting sound mean the 2's should be on your listening list. Great value too.

AE Aesprit 300 £400  Jul 02 Open sounding and easy to listen to, with plenty of bass, but when it comes to speed and agility they can't quite match the strong competitiion.
Alesis M1 (active) £549  Jul 99 Almost worthy of domestic bargain status, the Mls lack just a little smoothness and finesse.

Arcaydis AS2 £700 Oct 99  Quality drive units give smoothness, detail and Imaging. Require hefty amplification and finish could be better

Arcaydis ASC £39%  Jun 99  The ASCs have natural warmth and good imaging. Inclined to be a little power-hungry.

ATC SCM7 £480 Dec 0l Clean and exact sounding, with plenty of detall. slight lack of bass extension though.

B&W CDMISE £600  Apr 98  Tuneful and confident, these ‘speakers are well suited to Pop and Dance music.

B&W DM305 €350 Mar 97  All the ingredients for listening fun are mixed Into the DM305. Overall presentation could be more cohesive though.

B&W DM602 Series 2 €300 Aug 99 A fair design that needs partnering with smooth amplification in a well-furnished room.

B&W P4 £600 Mar 95 Good-looking solid 'speakers with great spirit and tenacity but with a dry treble. Not fans of classical music.

Blue Room Minipod £400  Jan 97 Arresting style allied to an engaging sound makes the Minipods attractive. Best partnered by smooth amps and source.

Boston Acoustics VR-M50  £699  Jul 01 Pricey but well built, engineered and finished. Good, fast bass but treble can be overwhelming on some recordings. Worth an audition.
Carisson OA 502 £585 Dec 98  Acoustic music gels nicely. More artificial pieces sometimes don't work so well.

Castle Avon £699 Dec 96  Taut, dry bass and lucid midrange but need matching to warm ancilliaries to avoid sounding bright.
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Castle Eden

Castle Harlech
Castle Inversion
Castle Kendal
Castle Pembroke
Castle Severn Il
Castel Severn 2 3E
Castle Stirling 3
Castle Warwick 3
Celestion AVF302/S10
Chario Hiper |
Chario Lynx

Cyrus CLS 50

Dali 450

Epos ESI2

Dali Royal Menuet
Dali Royal Scepter
Elac CL 82 Mk2
Epos ESI2

Epos Mi2

Harbeth HL-P3ES-2
Heybrook Heylios
Heybrook Heylo
Indigo One

Jamo A410

and A4 Sub-Woofer
Jamo 307

Jamo E850

JPW ML9I10

JPW Ruby 2

Kef KMS 2002

Kef LS3/5A

Kef Q35

Kef Q35.2

Kef Q55

Kef Q7

Kef RDM|

Klipsch KG3.5

Linn Katan

Linn Tukan

Magnat Vinrage 701
Meridian ASCO
Mission 733

Mission 773e
Mission 734

Mission 75| Freedom
Mission 752 Freedom
Mission 774

Mission 780

Mission 782

MJ Acoustics Reference |
M]J Acoustics Pro 100
Mission m5 |

Monitor Audio Ref Goid 10

Mordaunt-Short MS25i

Musical Technology PMIS

Near (UM

Neat Critique Il

NHT 1.3

NHT Super Two
O'Heocha DIS
Opera Duetto

Opera Mini

Opera Operetta
Opera Prima
Ortofon ConCorde 6
PMC DBI

Polle PSWI150

Proac Tablette

Quad IiL

Quad 22L

Quadrai QLX 180
REL Q Bass

REL QI00E

REL Quake

Revolver R33

Rogers AB |

Roksan RokOne
Sequence 400
Soundcraft Absolute 4P
Spendor 2030
Systemdek 165
Tannoy Eyris |
Tannoy FX.|

Tannoy Precision P10
Tannoy Profile 633 plus
Tannoy Profile 637
Tannoy Revolution r2
Tannoy Revolution r3
TDLRTL 4

TOL Tire 2

Technics SB-MOI
Technics SB-MOIE
Technics SB-M300
Technics SB-M500
Titan Mini T2B
Triangle Comete TZXe
Videalogic Sirocco Pro
Wharfedale Pi-30
Wharfdale Valdus 500
Yamaha MSPS

Loudspeakers
£800-£1499

Acoustic Precision Eikos RF!

ALR Jordan Note 3
ATC Active 10

£450 Mar 97
£79%  Aug 96
£425  Aug 99
£450 Mar 98
€499  Aug 00
£579  Jul 98
£699 Q00
€729 Jun 02
£549  Nov 0l
€799  Nov 02
£399 May 95
£549  Apr 99
£500  Sep OI
£700 Feb 96
£495 Oct 96
€399 Feb 00
£649  Oct 00
€399  Jan 00
£495 Oct 96
€430 Jul Ol
£799 Nov 02
€339  Mar 97
£389  Oct 95
€329  Feb 00
€79  Aug 02
£349  Aug 02
€300  Apr 95
€300 Dec 00
€300 Nov 97
£395 Oct 98
£499  Sep Ol
€599 Jul 95
€350 Nov 97
£350 Dec 00
€499 Aug 97
€799 Jan03
£499 Oct 97
€595  Apr 00
£600  Apr Ol
€389 Dec 95
£799  Aug 00
£750 May 95
£300  Apr 95
£400 Nov 9%
£430 Sep 95
€350  Apr 97
€578  Jan 97
£500 Feb 99
£300 May 00
€699  Aug 00
€699  Jan 03
£599  Nov 02
€300 Jun 02
€799  JunO!
€300  Nov 96
€474 [an 99
£500 Jan 94
£445  Jan 99
€389  Aug 95
£600 May Ol
£495  Aug 00
£395  Feb00
£300  Nov 9%
£795  Mar Ol
£495 Feb 99
€329 Oct 95
£555 Nov 02
€500  Jul 97
£600  Aug 98
€380  Aug 02
£699 Dec 02
€325 Dec 00
£350  May 96
£500  Apr 98
€350 Jan 03
£499  Feb 03
€499  Jul 95
€595 Feb 97
€329 Apr 96
£799  Oct 97
£599  Jun 96
£400  Feb 96
€599  Jun 02
€599  Feb 03
£300 May 98
£300 Nov 96
£500  Jun 95
€350 Oct 99
€550  Mar 00
£650  Feb 95
£550  Jan 97
£400  Feb 00
£400  Nov 99
£350 Nov 95
€450 May 96
£600 Dec 99
€475 Jan 95
£550 May 00
£499  Mar Ol
£300 Oct 95
£449  Jun 99
£ Year
£800 Nov 99
£1000  Jun 00
£€1299 Jun 02

Impressively vice-free ‘speakers that offer great transparency and involvement. Should be at the top of the list.

Bass power and extension will impress but overall sound is uneven and rather sterile.

Unusual styling will polarize opinion, but sonically the ‘ISs are fair performers. Imaging could be better.

The Kendals have great clarity but need coupling to warm ancillaries.

A very musical 'speaker inside an unassuming cabinet. Basically accurate, ideal for classical and all acoustic music.

Apart from some hardness in the tweeters, the Severn 2s are accomplished all-rounders.

Big floorstanders with a big sound. Commendably natural sound with plenty of power.

An accurate and well balanced sound with good body and oodles of detail. Geed for solid-state and valves.

The Warwick 3 is warm and friendly sounding. Deep, if at times sluggish bass and a fine sweet treble. Up against strong competition though.
Big hearted and impressiibly musical, these offer sound to match their style. Good value for money.

Music makers through and through with a great feel for rhythm and dynamics.

The Lynxes are superbly built but their rising bass and treble suit home cinema more than hi-fi.

Smooth and fluid with a big sound from small cabinets. Not the most dynamic performers around. Bass, although deep, can be a tad loose.
A powerful and rich sound from these competitively priced floorstanders makes them worth a recommendation.

Strong, punchy bass allied to detailed and articulate midrange and treble.

Solid and reliable performers, smooth, sophisticated and controlied.

Excellent littde speakers with a controlled, smooth and neutral sound. Great finish too.

Reliable German-made 'speakers that sound exciting with detail and refinement rare at the price.

Strong, punchy bass allied to detailed and articulate midrange and treble.

Fast, detailed and engaging, the M12s are a winner. They need sensitive matching and are fussy with recordings.

Need lots of power to drive them but when properly fed are hugely impressive with bags of weight and insight galore.

The Heylios stand out for their bass depth, dynamics and sound staging. Overall balance prefers Classical to Rock.

Posses a neutral, fast and dry sound. A good match for soft sounding systems.

Sound exciting with studio recorded rock but deliver a veiled and occasionally muddled performance with richly texured classical recordings.
Despite the unusual 'lifestyle’ aesthetics, these are genuinely capable speakers

capable of taking on the conventional box designs and winning.

Delicate, detailed sound, albeit with rather imprecise imaging. Will work well on a bookshelf.

With oodles of power, the 850's produce a big, if not always cohesive, sound with deep bass.

The 910s aren't perfect but they make music fun. Quality, power and extension, the Milieniums are worth a fisten.

Once allied to warm electronics, the Ruby 2s mix insight with plenty of involvement.

Brilliant but slightly flawed. Wonderful transparency, imaging and build, but runs out of steam when the going gets tough.

Partnered with the Rogers ABI, this is a substantial marriage.

Very accomplished midrange and treble but the dry in the bass. For Roci fans the upper bass speed is appealing.

Well finished and full sounding with a deep and rich bass. Could be a little 'big’ sounding for some rooms. Easily among the best at the price.
The Q5Ss look rather expensive at £500 with their 'boom and tizz’ presentation.

Well balanced and even sounding. Very system and user friendly design that manages to combine all the aspects of other ‘speakers in one good value package.
The RDM s soundstage well thanks to their Uni-Q drivers. Can be uninvolving because of a lack of scale and impact.

A fast and furious 'speaker with powerful bass and exceedingly clear treble. Not for the classically minded but immense fun on everything else.
Exciting and attractive littde 'speaker with detail and punch. Better with rock than classical.

Highly musical standmounters that give similarly priced floorstanders a great deal to worry about.

Spankingly good 'speakers with a lot of attraction. They are suited better to big rooms and big sounds.

Very polite and many will appreciate their civilits Deep powerful bass.

Captivating floorstanders that bring music to life - what good hi-fi should do.

Nicely engineered slimline model. Some sonic trade-offs with the compact size.

Engineered for low price and showroom appeal rather than absolute sound quality.

Charming litle stand-mounters with a sweet, warm, musical sound.

Dynamic, punchy, and musical yet refined like few at the price. Bass lacks a little depth.

With the right ancilliaries, the 774s have a clarity and lack of colouration still rare at the price.

A civilised "speaker with a well-controlled and musical sound. Not the ultimate for dynamic expression, and a littde power-hungry.

Solid cabinets and good engineering result in a detailed and punchy sound with deceptively deep bass. Great imaging.

Great build, fine sound, good power and easy ergonomics make this super value for money.

The Pro 100 delivers solid, deep and fast bass from a relatively compact cabinet.

Well engineered with a taut and tuneful bass rarely found at this price point. Can sound hard when ill matched and fed bad recordings though.
A ‘speaker for younger audiophiles, perhaps. A big sound for a standmount with low bass and rhythmic drive. Maybe too forward for some .
Sweet sounding metal dome tweeter although the dry bass and rather plasticky midrange work against it

Sophisticated, neutral sound and fine musicality put the PM|5s near the head of the class.

A thin and hard sound but precise with it!

Deserving speakers with good looks and build. Can fail to shine with over-palite sguipment

Very crisp sounding ‘speakers best suited to smaller rooms.

Caution is needed with placement, but the Super Two's are a very involving listen with fine bass depth.

Very promising stuff. Unusual, outlandish looks and a controlled but bright sound.

Good with chamber music and string quartets, anything more beefy and rhythmic they become slightly confused

A mini 'speaker made for music. Well built and versatile. At worst, ponderous, at best, immense.

Genuinely exciting to listen to with strong bass and sweet treble, they're equally proficient with both rock and classical.

The Primas offer a taste of the high-end at a sensible price. They are more fans of Classical than Rock though.

Good value floorstanders with ciean enjoyabie sound - not quite supersonic, though.

Superb detail and big sound for the size plus commendable transmission line bass. Needs careful matching and is somewhat room fussy. though.
The PSWI150 adds depth to a system but can sound obvious at times.

Amp-sensitive and slightly boxy in the lawer treble, the ProAcs are still highly musical.

Sets a new standard at the price. The gorgeous looking | IL is also a sophisticated and neutral sounding winner. A bit of a bargain.
Very revealing, with a definate monitor-like accuracy. The 22Ls have impressively low and tight bass. Superb finish and build.

Large open sound from these big three way ‘speakers. Good integration but the bass could be too heavy for some.

Needs care in setting up but this subwoofer offers serious quality bass for not a lot of money.

Another capable sub from REL that boosts bass and improves sound staging.

When it comes to performance for size there’s nothing around to touch it. Small and effective the Quake is a gem.

Not the best finish for the money but with their transparency and tonal accuracy, the R33s are one of the best sounding in their class.
When used with the Kef LS3/5a this sub delivers the goods, beyond a doubt.

Musically involving 'speakers that many will enjoy, but a little unrefined at times.

Good at orchestral scale but coloured in the midband.

The Absolute 4Ps excel in all areas except for the rather bright, hard treble. Bass is exceptional.

Smooth, focussed and coherent in their delivery with deep and taut bass extension. Not the most spacious sound.

Dry and clean sound, but can become hard and confused when pushed.

Fine, open 'speakers in the traditional Tannoy mould. The fine detail and treble response is slightly marred by a slightly lazy bass though.
Good extended treble and a spacious sound are marred by the poor performance of the subwoofer, Otherwise good value for money
Though very even in their performance, the P10s lack ultimate clarity and punch.

Weighty bass and rhythmic detail work well on dance. Less satisfying with classical music. Firm imaging.

With a rich sounding source you could well discover they're what you've been waiting for.

Lively and exciting, will appeal to many. Solid buiid and confident sound makes them well worth the money.

Impresssively full-voiced floorstanders with seismic bass. Treble can suffer some sibilance if pushed hard

Easy going with plenty of detail and timbral richness. Better with classical fare.

Midrange and treble have good tonal colour, detail and speed. Bass is slow and blurred.

Deliver a strong and engaging sound that really does impress

Punchy and dynamic, yet refined. In 2 small environment. these highly detailed ‘speakers are excellent.

A great sound with soild bass from a compact and well priced ‘speaker.

Clean, dry and taut with good imaging and sound staging. More neutral than Mission’s 752s but less euphonic.

Heftily built standmounts with terrific punch and attack. The metal drivers might make classica! a bit harsh.

Quite pleasant, inoffensive sound but others costing less can offer more.

Can run leading mid-price hi-fi designs frighteningly close for comfort!

Forward, detalled ard revealing presentation, but on the bright side and with weak depth perspectives.

Good for adding scale and power to a weak system or budget separates.

Ruthless to poorly-produced material and can sound cold, but their detailing is impressive.
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Verdict

Bass-light, but excellent in every other area. A sub is on the way. Very revealing of ancillary components.
An intriguing speaker with plenty of bass power and weight. Rock a-plenty, but the balance isn't ideal for chamber music.
Well engineered with a powerful muscular sound. Good dispersion and imaging but could be tiring during prolonged listening.
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Audionote E
Audiovector M1 Sig.
Audiovector M2
B&W CDM7
Biueroom Minipods &
Bass Station

Cabasse Systeme iO &
Jupiter Subwoofer
Castle Howard $2
Castle Howard S3
Castle Inversion 50
Celestion A2

Chario Academy One

£1450
£1479
£1499
£999
£828

£1230

£1099
£1349
£875

£1499
£1199

Chario Constellation Cygnus£1000

Chario Millennium |
Cyrus CL570
Diapason Karis

Elac 310i Jet

Elac 510

Elac 512 jet

Epos ES22

Event 20/20BAS
Genelec HT206
Harbeth DPM| Active
Harbeth HL Compact 7
Harbeth HL Ké
Infinity Kappa 600

JM Labs Electra 906
JM Lab Sib & Cub

KAR Torino

Kef Reference |

Kef Reference 2

Kef Reference One-Two
Kelly KT3

Klipsch Heresy lI

KRK V8

Loth-X Amaze
Magneplaner MG 0.6 SE
Magneplanar MG12/QR
Mirage 890i

Mission 754 F5
Mission 783
Mordaunt Short 860
Musical-Tech. Faicon
NEAR Soundmast
Opera Super Pavarotti
Opera SP2

Origin Live Sovereign
PMC FBI

PT Ventricle

QLN Signature

REL Stadium 2
Roksan Ojan 3

Ruark Paladin
Shahinian Super EIf
Spendor 2040
Spendor FL8

Tannoy D300

Tannoy Eyris 2

£1399
£800
£1250
£800
£1000
£1299
£1185
£829
£1400
£849
£1329
£975
£1499
£900
£859
£895
£995
£1499
£1350
£1199
£1150
£995
£800
£1370
£1200
£1075
£1299
£995
£1450
£955
£1199
£995
£1100
£1225
£1410
£896
£1499
£995
£1000
£1099
£1195
£899
£1275
£1000
£1000

Tannoy ST-100 Super Tweeter £1100

Totem Model | Sig.
UKD Callas Gold
UKD Divina

Velodyne SPL-1000
Veritas 7

Vienna Acoustics Bach
Zingali Concerto .|

Loudspeakers
£1500+

Audiovector 6
Beauhorn B2

BKS 107 Mkii

Cadence ES

Celestion A3

Cyrus lcon

Diapason Adamantes Ill
Elac jet 330

Epos ES25

Final Electrostatic

Final Etectrostatic 0.2 &
Final 10 Sub Woofer
Harbeth HLS8
Heybrook Octet

Jamo Concert |1

Jamo Concert 8

JBL 52600

Kef Reference 201

Kef Reference 3

Kef Reference 4

Kef Reference Three-Two
Linn Classik Speakers
Linn Katan &

Linn Sizmik

Living Voice Auditorium
Mirage Omnisat SE
Naim Allae

Proac Studio 150

Quad ESL-988

Quad ESL 989

Red Rose Music Rosebud
REL Stadium |l Sub Woofer
Slate Audio Stormforce
Spendor SP7/|

Spendor SPY/1

Tannoy AMS8

Tannoy D900

104

£1250
£995

£1390
£1125
£1000
£1000
£1100

£

£4600
£2445
£1500
£3500
£1800
£2500
£1999
£2500
£1505
£N/A

£1875

£1999
£1800
£2000
£1500
£3500
£1999
£2000
£3099
£2250
£1320
£1595

£1500
£1595
£1990
£1500
£3500
£4600
£2999
£1500
£8000
£1970
£3400
£2702
£3999

Mar 95
Aug 98
Jun 98
Feb 98
Jan 02

Jan 02

Mar 96
Apr 0l
Jan 00
Jun 98
Dec 95
Apr 01
Apr 00
Feb 01
May 99
Jul 99
Nov 02
Nov 0l
Jun 98
Sep 98
May 00
Sep 98
Jun 96
Dec 96
Apr 02
Mar 02
Feb 03
Jan 97
May 95
Jan 95
Oct 00
Apr 98
May 99
Sep 98
Nov 02
Mar 95
May 99
Oct 95
Sep 96
Dec 00
Dec 95
May 96
Aug 95
Nov 00
Jun 02
Jun 98
Oct 01
Aug 95
Mar 96
Aug 95
Jan 98
May 95
Jul 01
Oct 96
Jun 98
Apr 97
Sep 02
Aug 01
Sep 97
Jun 96
Jun 95
Nov 02
Jun 99
Aug 01
Dec 99

Year

Jun 95
Dec 02
Dec 98
Sep 95
May 97
Jul 01
May 02
Jul 00
May 95
Jun 00
Jan 02

Mar 97
Jul 98
Dec 97
Jun 97
Jul 96
Jut 02
Nov 95
Oct 9%
May Ol
Feb 03
Jan 02

May 99
Feb 03
Feb 02
Mar 99
Dec 00
Jan 01

Apr 02
Jun 01

Feb 99
Jan 95

Apr 96
Aug 96
Sep 97
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Big, bulky and ultra-sensitive with quick pace and a well balanced sound, but not without flaws.

The M1 5igs may be a little laid-back. but they have a pleasant and involving sound.

The M2s are marred by a boom 'n’ tizz presentation that suits Heavy Metal but not much else.

With warm ancillaries the CDM7s produce a weighty, open sound. Bass could be faster.

Fairly good value for a stylish system with a warm and

generous sound. A bit too woolly at times though.

Uniquely engaging looks and very space friendly. A good

hi-fi sound with plenty of drive that's just let down by the edgy treble.

Fantastically deep and tight bass but some treble sharpness requires careful matching.

Tuneful deep bass, see-through clarity and spacious imaging make this a st class loudspeaker. Impressive and entertaining.

A welcome addition to the Inversion range. Sweet and lucid performers with a solid deep bass.

Focus is not a strength, but bass extension and even tonality are. Metal tweeter can be bright.

Musical realism and a great real-wood finish make these "speakers enjoyable, if not perfect.

Enjoyable, smooth sounding and finely put together. Good with classical but sound a tad loose with bass heavy music.

Beautifully constructed with a sophisticated and neutral sound. Highly recommended.

Great build. Excellent with rock and dance, but could do with some warmth with acoustic music. Great pumping bass for a standmount!
Small cabinet precludes the deepest bass, but a sweet little act for all that. Seriously imaging abilities.

Lovely fast, clear sound majors on musicality. 10 year guarantee too.

Not exactly cheap but superbly built and confident sounding. Sweet and refined treble plus bags of depth and space make these very highly recommended.
Very fine 'speakers with a superb ribbon tweeter, treble and good deep bass. Excellent build too.

Aside from a slightly cool balance, the ES22s shine. Dynamics, bass depth and control are tops.

Warm, detailed and well-endowed in the bass, the Events lack only a touch of overall control.

Excellent attack, clarity and detail make these small 'speakers hard to beat at the price. Professional monitors with a high end hi-fi sound.
Now HHB's Circle Actives, these loudspeakers mix the best of pro and domestic to produce first-class results.

Dry and analytical but truthful with it. A first class monitor ideally suited to acoustic or classical music.

Clean, musical and classy - Harbeth have done themselves proud again!

Very deep bass and plenty of power but also a bit loose and laid back. A fine high-end AV speaker.

Very musical and cohesive 'speakers but somewhat lacking in midrange body.

Very well constructed, very versitile and good sounding, but doesn't quite cut it with its hard upper registers.

The Torinos' stylish sound won't shame any system. That powerful bass does does need space to breathe properly though.

Beautifully fluid and integrated mid band and treble but can be slow, with a little loss of bass control.

Handles rock and classical with equal aplomb, with the ability to reproduce detail that flummoxes many other models.

Great engineering with a full and well-balanced sound, the Reference One-Two is a class act.

The KT3s go very loud very easily but they don't possess the most even response.

Horn and infinite-baffle hybrid with power to spare. Phasing and frequency accurate beyond belief.

Ultra-detailed and revealing, the V8s are true pro more than domestic transducers.

Very much an acquired taste. Lack of bass could be a problem, along with typical horn forward midrange. Very efficient, fast and impressively open.
Very clear detail and separation, but just fails to produce a fully 3-dimensional sound.

Lightness of touch, dynamics and clarity in trumps. Needs powerful amplification for 77dB/W/m. Not a valve "speaker

An easy going, open and natural sound makes the mirages an attractive proposition.

Articulate and informative sound with fine imaging and tight, deep bass

Partner with smooth sounding amps and the 783s are superb, with a supreme lack of colouration and excellent imaging.

Fast. tight and informative, but a poor tweeter casts a grey shadow.

Give a big sense of scale on rock and jazz but not subtle and even enough for the critical classical listener.

An interesting, musical floorstander that’s good value even at this price.

Warm and rich musical sound that's great with lyrical music. A fack of rhythmic drive lets them down though. Competition's fierce!
An open, easy going sound, well balanced and user friendly loudspeaker. Midrange and treble is excellent. Headbangers stay clear!

The OLs have transparency and detail in considerable amounts. Bass can be loose though.

Highly involving professionally designed 'speakers with excitement and speed that makes hi-fi a whole lot of fun.

Smooth and refined floorstanders that some listeners will find captivating.

Super sound staging, openness and detail. Well worth seeking out.

Excellent bass performance means that this subwoofer is no toy.

Unusual 'speakers with great rhythmic capabilities and bass. Could be more transparent.

The Paladins possess a detailed and expansive soundstage but also a rather dry character

Tight, punchy sound can't hide the extrmely coloured nature of these speakers.

The tweeter works well but a recessed midband and one-note bass are the Achilles heels.

The FL8s are warm, mellow performers which prefer Classical to Rock.

Impressive bass extension and control go hand in hand with precise imaging to make the D300s a snip at £1000.

Superbly built and sonically impressive with the right material Aa tad dull when matched with the wrong ancillaries and recording. Recommended with caution
High-enders will love them - they really work. The only downside is the price - Tannoy, can't we have a cheaper version for us mere mortals??!!
Imaging and sound staging are good but the move from standard to Signature has taken speed and punch out of the Model Is

A rich and open sound, extremely musical if not strictly accurate. Great bass extension for their size.

Not the most neutral speakers but they are extremely smooth with an overall coherence to the sound.

Super tight, well damped and gutsy sound makes it a top performer, but you pay for the privilege.

The Veritas 7s combine neutrality and detail with fluidity and sophistication.

A rich and full sound thats fluid and musical. Not the tightest bass or the most natural sound though, and the competition is extremely tough.
Beautiful cosmetics but poor frequency balance. May be a partner for a subwoofer; otherwise too bass-light.

Verdict

If you have enough room and money the és are capable of a highly musical, involving performance.
Highly unusual look and fast and immediate sound but very recording fussy - audition very carefully before purchase.
The 107 Mk2s may look slim but they have a solid sound and are fabulously revealing.
Interesting design that incorporates an electrostatic tweeter. An impressive sound but an inconsistent performer.
The A3s are quite simply superb. All you'll need to enjoy them is a large enough listening room.
Highly recommended with a detailed, open and smooth sound. An excellent addition to the hi-fi market both sonically and technologically.
Not cheap but superbly built and fine looking. The sound won't be to everybody's taste but is sweet and favours acoustic music.
Great build and a clean, neutral sound with superb treble. Not cheap though.
An extremely coherent and focussed sound: these are true audiophile speakers. Captivating with classical music.
A civilised open sound with oodles of space to the sound. Could integrate a little better.
Very different to the usual sub/sat sound. This is an airy, spacious and civilised sound,
but it doesn't come cheap.
Glassy clarity, bright treble, with bass that comes alive when given welly. Expensive though.
The Octets are smooth, laid-back floor standers. Lack speed and transparency.
A worthy bigger brother for the Concert 8s, with a fast, transparent and even sound.
The Concert 8s are superbly clean and transparent. Their nature will show up any source shortcomnings.
Smooth, detailed and spacious with great scale, dynamics and imaging. Capable of producing a real performance.
The 201s are a class leader. Not cheap but superbly built, they have excellent bass, a fine extended treble and great detail.
For superb reproduction within large rooms, the 3s are a force to be reckoned with.
Superb bass and near-electrostatic soundstaging make these involving ‘speakers a bargain
A big hitter of a loudspeaker, but with true Reference qualities. Smooth, detailed and impressive, if not perfect.
Not the last word in dynamics or detail but a smooth and open sound thats especially good with music. The Afekt subwoofer adds speed to the sound
When properly set up this combination delivers a
cohesive and well balanced sound. Good with rhythm and speed.
Their strengths suggest a Classical 'speaker but they suit electronic compositions better. Rich tone but loose bass.
Impressively transparent and spacious with especially deep bass from the sub, but the sound is perhaps too quirky to consistantly please.
Match with care and you'll get an incredibly powerful and engaging sound, with surprising sophistication. Fine value.
Musically engaging but the tall ProAc's brightness suits them best for smooth valve amplification.
Partner with suitable amps and the 988s offer the transparancy of an electrostatic coupled with a firm hold on rhythm and bass.
Open and neutral. The sound is detailed, revealing, ruthless with bad material, but downright marvellous otherwise.
One of the finest standmounts you'll find, with deep bass and a very spacious sound. However, the high price could be a hurdle.
Providing earth shaking and taut bass as well as subtly and breath, the Stadium ! is a winner.
The best home for a reflex-loaded Tannoy dual-concentric, but they don't come cheap!
Gorgeous looking. Listening becomes an enjoyable experience, full of suprises from subtleties.
One of the clearest and most expressive loudspeakers you'll ever find for a large room. Easy to drive, too.
Bold and powerful sound with solid bass, clearly focussed midrange and delicious treble. Well worth tracking down.
£4000 may be a lot to pay for a pair of speakers, but the Tannoys deliver to great effect in all areas.
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Tannoy TD8
Technics SB-M1000

€4500
€1500

Th. Transducers Accelerando £6600

Thomas Transducers Brio
Thomas Virtuoso Gold
Velodyne HGS-12
Vandersteen 2Ce Signature
Velodyne HGS-12

Vienna Acoustics Schonberg
Wilson Benesch Arc
Wilson Benesch Discovery
Zingali Overwre .3

MiniDiscs

Aiwa AM-F70

Denon DMD- 1000
Goodmans GMD 920
JVC XM-228
Kenwood DMF 9020
Panasonic S|MR200
Panasonic SV-SD75
Pioneer M)-D508
Sharp MD-MT88H
Sharp 722 portable
Sony MDS-JA333ES
Sony MDS JASSSES
Sony MDS-JB930
Sony MDS-)B940
Sony MDS-JE770
Sony MX-N| portable
Sony MZ-RS5

Sony MZ-R900
Technics S)-MD 100

Phono Stages
Under £300

Creek OBH-8SE/OBH-2
Creek OBH-9/OBH- |
Densen DP Drive/DP-02
Lehmann Black Cube
LFD Mistral

Musical Fidelity X-LP
Musical Fidelity X-LP2
NAD PP}

Pro-ject Phono Box
QED Discsaver

Rotel RQ-970BX
Sonneteer Sedley MC/MM
Trichord Dino

Phono Stages
£300-£799

Audio Innovations P2
Densen DP Drive/DP-02
DPA DSP 200SD

EAR 834P

Henley HMC100
Kinshaw Perception
Lehmann Black Cube
Michell Iso

Sonneteer Sedley MC/MM
Unison Simply Phono

Phono Stages
£800-

Anthem Pre IP

Audio Innovations P2
Audiolab 8000PPA
Clearaudio Sympluno
DPA DSP 200SD

Graaf GM70

Kinshaw Perception
Linn Linto

Michell Iso

Michell Iso HR

Michell Delphini

Plinius Jarrah

Roksan Artaxerxes/DSS
Sonic Frontiers Phono |
Unison Simply Phono

Systems

Arcam Alpha

Audio Analogue System
Audio Note Zero Series
Audio Note Zero System
Cyrus 7 System

Cyrus Quattro

Denon DF100

Denon DF101

Denon UD-M30
Kenwood Avine YH-600
Linn Classik

Linn Classik Movie System
Linn Genki/Kolektor/

LK 140/Ninka spkrs
Musical Fidelity X-Series
Myryad Cameo

Naim CDX/MNAC82/
HiCap/NAP2S0

Naim Series 5 System
Naim AV2/NAPI 50/
NAPV |75

Nakamichi CD-45

Nakamichi Soundspace 8
Red Rose Spirit

€4750
€3395
€2125
€1999
€2125
€1500
€2000
€5500
€1395

£

€250
€300
€160
€230
€500
€199
€300
€200
€150
€230
€480
€550
€300
€249
€229
€240
€250
€229
€230

£

€160
€110
€350
€395
€299
€130
€499
€40

€40

€35

€130
€399
€299

€749
€350
€495
€340
€450
€525
£395
€528
€399
€495

£

€899
€749
€800
£710
€495
€2500
€525
€850
€528
€850
£1895
€600
€945
€2000
€495

£
€900
€2275
€2295
€2749
£1850
€8S0
€600
€349
€300
€399
£995
€1995
€3250

€1897
€1500
£7260

€2500
€4190

€450

€1100
€2000
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Year
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Sep 99
Aug 99
Oct 0l
Oct 01
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Nov 97
Nov 97
Sep 97
Oct 98
Sep 97
May 99

Fine 'speakers, with great build and true reference sound. Not the lowest bass but the midrange is weli detailed and open and treble superb.
Materially excellent value. Sound clean and extended but can lack involvement.

Very sensitive, easy load. Convey great dynamics, but uneven sound and rather uninvolving feel make them look expensive.

Capable of producing a captivating performance of fifelike proportions with a great air of naturainess.

Impressive horns that combine lightness of touch with power and clarity.

Supertight, well damped and gutsey sound makes it a top performer, but you'll have to pay for the privlidge.

Highly enjoyable sounding with deep bass and a fast neutral sound. May not be everyone's cup of tea but highly recommended for audition.
Supertight, well damped ana gutsey saund makes it a top perfarmar, but you'll have to pay for the priviidge.

Well engineered, exciting and stylish but can sound brash if partnered with the wrong equipment or recordings.

Superbly designed and super clean sounding, the Arcs are a fine ‘speaker but need to be carefully matched to avoid sonic sterility.
Amazingly detailed and open with a deep and tight bass, sweet treble and wonderful integration. One of the best ‘speakers currently available.
Samething of an oddity but very entertaining, with beautiful looks. They are recording-fussy - stick to orchestral and well-recorded rock.

Verdict

Solid all-rounder that doubles as a superb dictaphone. Not No.| as regards MD portables though.
Sound quality up with the rest, wears its years well. Beginning to look expensive.

Very good value; build quality a touch plastic-y but stylish with it. Sonically very worthy.

Well-built recorder. Good but not exceptional as Minidisc improves generally.

An excellent tool for home recording; combines convenience, superb sound and a fair price.
Great build and a wide range of facilities, but the sound is a little bland.

MP3 & AAC player on a wristwatch. A glimpse of the future, brilliant but pricey.

Sensible and well featured MD. Excellent transriber of digital, shows up on analogue a little.

Great sound, useful facilities and a modest price make it a winner.

Flash looks with solid build. First-class portable with domestic potential, but it isn't cheap.

Fine all rounder, with a great sound, exquisite build and myriad facilities.

A dreamboat for MD fans, but not quite the best sound per pound at the price

UK Special Edition, so it sounds alright! Keyboard compatible with no difficulties in operation.
Superb value for money thanks to its heady combination of great sound, top feature count and impressive build.
Geat value budget blockbuster from Sony, with all you could possibly want, except superb sound.
Smart compact bit of kit, but just fails to excite when it comes to sonics.

Stylish and small, yet feature packed. Highly recommended.

A well balanced all rounder with lots of facitlites and good sound too.

Solid, obviously meant for serious use. Excellent editing features. Sound up with the rest.

Verdict

The best MC phono stage on the market at the price

Smooth and truly musical, exceedingly worthy entry-level phono stage.

A beautifully made, fine sounding device that looks great too

Capable of involvement, neutrality and insight usually the preserve of stages three or four times the price.
The most lucid and musical budget phono stage around - a true audiophile bargain.

First-class inexpensive phono. MM and MC inputs catered for. Low on distortion, high on clarity.

Feb 00 MM and variable-impedance MC monobloc phono amps with absolute clarity and limitless drive. In a class of their own for quality and value.
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At this price the NAD is an accomplished all-rounder. Slowish bass will suit leaner systems though.

Very competent little MM & MC stage at an astonishing price. First-rate starter package (also reviewed Oct 01)
A bargain. Beguilingly musical presentation, with more than enough detail and power for a mere £35.

Combine with a good cheap line level integrated and it will show you how good vinyl can be.

The Sedley combines transparency and fine dynamics with excellent rhythmic ability.

Punchy yet polished sound make this the best starter phono stage around right now. (also reviewed Oct 01)

Verdict

Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of the best phono stages around.

A beautifully made, fine sounding device that looks great too.

Could be too forceful for some, but with excellent detail and extremely powerful bass.

Very fine phono stage with precise imagery and a bargain at the price.

Clean, powerful sound makes it a strong contender. Bright cartridges should be avoided.

Extremely impressive results, especlally with MM cartridges.

Capable of involvement, neutrality and insight usually the preserve of stages three or four times the price.
Gives a thoroughly cohesive picture of a recording with a very tight and rhythmical bass.

The Sedley combines transparency and fine dynamics with excellent rhythmic ability.

Liquid sound with great dynamics, but a little hissy and muddled too. Beguiling, but not perfect.

Verdict

Despite a sizeable price tag the Anthem offers a smooth, lucid sound and superb build quality.
Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of the best phono stages around.

Instruments can have a somewhat flat perspective, but excellent clarity

Well specifiad MC phonn stage with automatic load compensation. Sounds fresh and clean. Expensive.
Could be too forceful for some, but with excellent detail and extremely powerful bass.

Not cheap, but sonically as sweet as a nut. Open, warm and highly detailed.

Extremely impressive results, especially with MM cartridges.

Marries beautifully into the Linn family, but not too hot with other components.

Gives a thoroughly cohesive picture of a recording with a very tight and rhythmicai bass

Perhaps too good for some record collections.Extremely revealing.

The best phono stage at or anywhere near the price, bar none.

Musical, even handed and well built, this has much to offer. Only the highish price and stiff competition detract from this package.
Doesn't worry about genre, it just gets on with the job of making music in an enjoyable way.
Expensive, yes, overpriced, no. The Phono | is a superb all-round phono stage.

Liquid sound with great dynamics, but a little hissy and muddled too. Beguiling, but not perfect.

Verdict

Perhaps the best system available for under £1000. A great sounding bargain

Plenty of power and dynamics. Good results with all music but favours classical or jazz. Will give many years of musical satisfaction.

A complete valve system for this kind of money and with as much quality is pretty rare.

Produces a fine open sound thats hard to better at the price. A system for the real discerning listener who loves classical music.

Best all rounder, will give a good account of itself whatever music you play. Bass depth and control, transparent and open sound. Highly recommended.
Combined CD/tuner/preamp. Beuatifully packaged, the Quattro performs its role superbly. Taut and rhythmic sound and brilliant ergonomics

As an introduction to hi-fi we reserve judgment, but as a willing domestic workhorse and a tall step up from a 'mini it all seems excellent value.

Knocks the competition sideways. A clean, focussed and neutral sound that belies the concept of the 'mini’ system.
Combined CD/tuner. Detailed and open sound. Won't pound out bass or grab you by the throat but great value nontheless.
Great lietle system thate both stylish and a goad performer.

Combining CD player. amplifier and tuner this is another landmark product from Linn. Superb convenience with great sound.
Another great crossover product from Linn, the CMS offers tremendously satsfying sound and vision

A great open, warm sound with plenty of drive and power.

Could be a little too coloured for some though.

Not the cheapest system around or the most user-friendly, but it sounds superb

A bold attempt at separates to penetrate the ‘lifestyle’ market but the sound could be a little too thin for some.

A beautifully built and charismatic package with a totally unique sound.

Rhythmically and dynamically it’s peerless but it's far from tonally neutral.

Sophisticated performer with fantastic build quality. Rock and pop are played with magnificent attack and speed. Bass tuneful and fast. Recommended.

A great way to enjoy multi-channel audio or video, and two

channel too. Expensive, but many will feel this is their ultimate home cinema system.

Combined car CD/tuner with sound quality that wouldn't disgrace a decent domestic hi-fi, plus superb build and ergonomics, this is one of the
most desirable car CD tuners around. Expensive, but superb value nonetheless.

Probably isn't hi-fi as we know it and lacks a bit of smoothness, but looks good!

High-end sound without the high-end price tag or the struggle of selecting all those components. just add a good CD for beautiful music making.
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Roksan Kandy
Teac CR-HI100
TAG Mclaren Aphrodite

Tone-arms
Hadcock GH 228 SE
Hadcock GH 242 SE
Linn Ekos

Naim Aro

Origin Live lllustrious
Origin Live RB250/RB300
Origin Live Rega Arm
Re-Wiring

Origin Live Silver 250
Rega RB600

SME 309

SME IV

Tuners

Under £300

AMC T7

Arcam Alpha 7
Arcam Té1
Cambridge T500
Harman/Kardon TU 950
Kenwood KT-2080
Marantz ST-57
Mission Cyrus FM7
NAD 412

Onkyo T401
Pioneer F-504RDS
Rega Radio

Rotel RT-930AX
Sony ST-SA3ES

Sony ST-SE700
Technics ST-GT-350L
Yamaha TX580 RDS

Tuners

£300+

Audio Analogue Cherubini
Adcom GFT 555 .2
Creek T43

Denon TU-SI0
Kenwood KT-6050L
Magnum Dynalab FTI0O1A
Meridian 504
Micromega Tuner
NAD 702

Naim NAT 03
Nakamichi ST3S
Pioneer F-504RDS
Rotel RT-990BX
Thorens TRT-2000
Burmester 931
Fanfare FT |

Linn Kremlin

Rotel Michi RHTI0
TAG McLaren T20

Turntables

Alphason Symphony
Basis 2001

Clearaudio Champion
Clearaudio Evolution
Clearaudio Solution
Linn Basik

Linn Lingo LPI12 PSU
Linn LP12

Michel Gyrodec SE
Michell Mycro

Michell Orbe

Michell Orbe VC DC PSU
NAD 533

Opus 3 Continuo/Cantus
Origin Live Qasis-A
Origin Live Oasis-S

Origin Live Turntable Kit
Pink Triangle Tarantella
Pro-ject Perspective
Project 1.2

Project 6

Project 6.1

Project Classic Cherry
Project Debut

Project RPM 4

Project RPMé

Project RPM9%

PT Anniversary

Rega P9

Roksan Xerxes X

SME Model 20
Systemdek 2X2
Systemdek [1X900
Systemdek |IXE
Technics SL-1200 LTD
Thorens TD 166 Mké
Thorens TD 180
Thorens TD280 Mk4
Townshend Rock 3
Vestax BDT-2000
Virtual Reality Reson rs{
VP Junior

Wilson Benesch

Wilson Benesch Full Circle

106

£1325
£229
£3999

£
£595
£689
£1500
£N/A
£1570
varies

varies
£599
£358
£689
£828

£

£130
£230
£250
£180
£200
£130
£150
£299
£190
£160
£300
£230
£175
£250
£180
£140
£200

£

£595
£399
£399
£400
£300
£749
£660
£700
£330
£499
£350
£350
£500
£500
£4347
£1350
£1645
£895
£1100

£
£1860
£2995
£930
£1095
£750
£400
£850
£2400
£775
£539
£1950
£750
£200
£900
£950
£2250

£539
£S7S
£900
£200
£350
£435
£450
£109
£300
£500
£1562
£2390
£2248

£1295
£2500
£500
£415
£450
£1000
£405
£180
£199
£799
£225
£600
£500
£1775
£2000
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Good sound and excellent build from Roksan. Exciting and up-front sound which could become tiring after a while.
Combined CD player. tuner and amplifier. Easy to use, and great to the ear. Partner with high quality ‘speakers and you'll be pleasantly surprised.
Not cheap but awesome style appeal and great build. It also sounds like real high-end hi-fi, with a clean and natural sound.

Verdict

Construction won't worry SME but its sound quality will unsettle a lot of the competiton.

Utterly musical high-end performance, with a tempting price tag. Very little serious competition at the price.

Powerfull, rhythmic and engaging like few others, the Ekos is not the best all rounder, but what it does it does like no other.

Designed expressly for the Sondek, the ARO (Analogue Rules Okay!} works in a number of modern decks. A fine secondhand buy for £500.
Brilliantly detailed yet utterly musical, this arm is set to join the ranks of the all time greats. Wholeheartedly recommended!

These modified arms are a considerable improvement on the originals

An essential mod for all Rega users, but only after you've had the counterweight done first.

Words can't express how good this is - for vinyl junkies, this is one of the designs of the decade.

Sweeter and more musical sound with greater transparancy and better sound staging makes this a superb step up from the RB300.
Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but lacks the IVs pace and precision.

Sexy chassis and staggering engineering along with potent performance earn it a place in audo history.

Verdict

Although it has a tempting price, its sound quality is poor compared with its rivals.

An attractive, smooth sounding tuner that won't break the bank.

A superb tuner for the money with a pleasant and full sound, plus great build and looks - a bargain.

The T500 is one of the most gifted tuners under £200

Sound quality is generally impressive. Let down by a rather constricted sound stage, but still good value.
Smooth, even balance ailows the KT-2080 to convince with whatever it’s receiving. £130 well spent.
The ST-57 is a smooth, warm tuner but lacks a little clarity and transparency.

Musical, comunicative and extremely detailed and a steal at the price,

A remarkably musical and natural sounding tuner. Unbeatable at the price, or even twice the price for that matter.
A competent machine, but time has taken its toll on the sound quality.

One sole mark against the class-leading transparency Is its slightly dry character.

Sounds on the whole more than its price, but in other respects it isn't especially competitive.

The RT-930AX is a glowing little bargain. real quality at a very reaslitic price.

The Sony is worth every penny of its asking price. If you're a fan of radio this is one to go for.

The ST-SE700 is one of the best at this price. LW reception is a welcome bonus.

Not a bad buy at all and a very good fit for budget and mid-price systems.

If you want something for casual listening with superior asthetics, this might be the one for you.

Verdict

Hard to fault, a very fluid and warm sounding tuner that whilst not the last word in intricate detail, still captivates.
Quite musical but does not rejuvenate the waves! Good solid performance but less than luxurious.

A great little tuner, This is the one in the price bracket.

A stylish, well-built tuner which has a detailed sound but needs careful partnering

A good value, excellent sounding rds tuner, but lacks full EON facilities

Worth auditioning but bass rather dry and light.

A clear, natural sound with good punch. Has strong rivals at the price, but acquits itself well.

An unusual design from Micromega that’s well bullt but sonically unrewarding and expensive.

Well worth auditioning, even if you've never previously considered a receiver.

Soft and pure. especially across the midband. Speech very well reproduced plus solid weighty bass.

Looks good. but the sound quality isn't really worth the asking price.

Well engineered and competent tuner, but a little uninspiring.

The price of twenty concert tickets, and for that you can listen as if you were there. A bargain.

An otherwise competent tuner is let down by a rather processed character.

This is not a cheap tuner, but its cheaper than buying a radio station, which is the only possible alternative.
Whether it's sweaty disco or symphony hall, the Fanfare comes up to scratch.

Commendable basic performance but, considering the price there are limitations.

This classy looking tuner can hold its head up high amongst the best tuners at the price.

Extremely well buit with a tucid if slightly dry sound. The only set back here is the price.

Verdict

The Symphony has to be one of the best the British can offer. It's expensive, but a true sophisticate.

It's not cheap, but the 2001 shows just why viny! is still a sonically viable format.

Attractive and well built, the Champion is an accomplished turntable in its neutrality and detail. Some could find it too sterile.
Expensive but gorgeous looks and excellent sound somehow make the price more accepable.

If you seek a powerful presentation where musicality takes precedence over absolute finesse, this could be the answer
Definitely a turntable for devotees of attack and strong bass lines. Not strong on imaging.

A cracking upgrade to any LP12. The new Lingo delivers a full and spacious sound that's totally addictive.

Includes the Valhalla power supply, Trampolin baseboard. Akito arm and Klyde MC.

Great sound. superb build and excellent upgradability make the 'spider’ a wonder at the price. (also reviewed in Sep 01)
Silent and beautifully made, with transparent reproduction.

Fast and detailed with crisp sheer treble and clean, deep bass.

Absolutely fabulous, this mod invests the Orbe with previously unheard power, poise, focus and punch.

Based on a Rega Planar 2. Both pleasant to use and look at with a mature sound, all for £200.

Solid as a rock and almost as heavy, it's a satisfying performer, but not quite the best.

Nice looks and a good sound. but can be bettered on price.

Updated and brilliantly judged package with tremendous strength in depth. Not as characterful sounding as its

more established rivals, but certainly none the worse forit. An essential audition.

Simply, the cheapest way to get high-end vinyl sound. Component quality is superb and the build process is a doddle for your average DIY-er.
Simply the best at the money. Combines PT's customary transparency with real authority.

Aesthetically, the Perspective is a winner, but better sound can be had from cheaper decks.

A bargain at £200 with its substantial and involving sound.

Involvement and rhythm are priorities. Highly recommended.

The 6.1 gives a very full, strong sound. A very exciting deck.

Emminently capable player that can be upgraded with superior cartridges.

Produces an enjoyable and confident sound on a budget. There are better turntables around, but not at this price!

Easy to set up and great looking, with a stable and smooth sound. The RPM Four is an audiophite bargain.

Cool looks and excellent sound make this a superb deck for those after high-end performance without high-end cash. Partner with a good cartridge though.

Absolutely fantastic value for money. Here's a deliciously sweet sounding turntable with a fine arm and superb cartridge at a bargain price.
With its battery supply and ultra-quiet DC motor, the Pink displays great accuracy and neutrality. A top-flight deck.
Beautifully detailed and involving, yet completely self effacing, the P9 is one of the best vinyl spinners around.
Superb design and ergonomics completes a fantastic value package.

An undoubted bargain and class leader in all areas with a precise, confident and well-balanced sound.

Thisis a deck for those with a substantial record collection who demand the best. Exemplary sound

Clear and precise sound through midrange and treble puts it up with more expensive rivals.

Detailed sound stage and broad imaging with a good, even range of tonal colour.

Combined with an SME 309 it achieves great results, with a massive sound stage.

Looks expensive at £1000, but don't let that put you off the capable standard version.

Tonally smooth with a warm midrange, but a little too laid back.

A good, basic budget bargain.

Superbly lucid and clear midrage, but lower reaches are a little lightweight.

Capable of deep, solid bass and precise imaging. The unusual trough makes cartridges track like trains.

Price includes cartridge and phono stage. A fit-and-forget solution to LP replay, of exceptional versatility

With fine detail resolution, transparency and a neutral balance the Reson rsi represents super value.

The Junior is a very good deck indeed, with an assured and involving sound.

Gives a technically excellent rendition but fails to really communicate the emotion in music.

Offers clarity in abundance with a natural ease. Looks gorgeous too.

www; hifiworld couk



WELCOME TO OUR i’"’f’
MARKET PLACE

Here are a wide variety of specialist hi-fi
products and services. Keep an eye open for regular advertisers,
who know the market and serve their customers in a friendly
and reliable manner.

RESERVE YOUR COPY TODAY!
hl»[[@/

Complete this form and hand to your local newsagent

o L

Please reserve/deliver*(delete as appropriate)
Hi-Fi & Computer Audio World on a regular basis, commencing
with the next issue, until further notice.

Name
Address
Distributed to the
newstrade b
Signed Date MAGAZINE MARKETING

MUSONIC
STYLI

SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER &
SUPPLIER FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS

REPLACEMENTS & ORIGINALS
MANY OBSOLETE/78 VERSIONS
PICK-UP CARTRIDGES
RECORD/TAPE/CD ACCESSORIES

WHY NOT TRY US AND HEAR THE
DIFFERENCE !!

NAGAOKA CARTRIDGES NOW IN STOCK

For further information tel/fax/e-mail to:-

MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED
Unit 13 Wenta Business Centre Colne Way
Watford Hertfordshire WD24 TND

Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355
E-mail:sales @musonic.co.uk

VISIT OUR UPDATED WEBSITE

WWW.musonic.co.

' — cuorann
‘'www.qtasystems.couk visA_Trade and Export enquiries welcome
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KRELL FPB300 EX-DEM AS NEW

DIWNED R SEXDEMUN M RATIDON NI EWS!

M Fully Wiz wiil 3aizuds] Tradz- B Sy anizs

£9998 £6998

| .

WADIA 8 Tran+DDE12 DAC

DUNLOP Systemdeck 3 / Basik LVX / K5
DYNAVECTOR Dactor cartridge
MICHELL 150 HR Phono Stage Ex-dem
MICHELL Gyro SE EX-DEM AS NEW

£7500 £3600

£750 £379
£2500 £1625
£895 £696

£740

MICHELL Delphini Phono LPSU EX-DEM AS NEWE895 £738
MICHELL Delphini Phana SPSU EX-DEM AS NEWS998 £798

MICHELL ISO/HERA Phona Stage
MICHELL ISO HR/HERA Phano Stage
REVOLVER Turntable + Linn LVX arm
SME 10A with 309 Tone Arm Ex-dem
VOYD Reference inc arm

WELL TEMPERED Reference turntoble
WILSON BENESCH Full Circle (Mint)

ARCAM Alpha (D

ARCAM Alpha 6 (D + Clock 3

AUDIO ALCHEMY V1 + PSU

AUDIO ALCHEMY V3 DAC + PSU
AUDIO ANALOGUE Maestro EX-DEM
AUDIOLAB 8000 DAC

AUDIO MECHA Kreatura Trans
AUDIO MECHA Damnation + Upgrade
CALIFORNIA AUDIO LABS (D Trans
CYRUS daD 30

DPA PDM 1 DAC

KRELL KPS 25 (D/Pre

KRELL 250 €D Player

KRELL 250 €D Player AS NEW

KRELL KPS28 (D Player EX-DEM
LINN Karik (D

MARK LEVINSON 31.5 Ref transport
MARK LEVINSON 3605 DAC
McINTOSH MCD751 (D Trons EX-DEM
McINTOSH MVP842 DVD Ployer EX-DEM
MERIDIAN 203 DAC

MERIDIAN 563 DAC

MERIDIAN 500 Trans

MERIDIAN 596 DVD Player EX-DEM
MICROMEGA DACI1

MONRIO Asty (D Plyr NEW IN BOX
MONRIO 1882 DACEX-DEM

NAIM (D3

NAIM (DS/XPS Mk2 EX-DEM

WANTED

£895 £448
£895 £480
£380 £148
£3410 £2896

14,995 £5000

£5500 £3575
£1995£1495

£300 £96
£850 £458
£489 £169
£900 £549
£1500£1298
£1000 £496
£1500 £648
£1250 £599
£600 £298
£900 £498
£1000 £438

£24,998 £14,996

£3798 £2000
£3798 £2298
£8998 £7496
£1850 £1098

£10500 £6500

£7500 £4875
£2549 £1996
£3390 £2896
£499 £228
£705 £398
£1400 £798
£2549 £1996
£750 £320
£750 £495
£600 £295

£595
£6265£4994

TOP QUALITY, MINT CONDITION
Hi-FI EQUIPMENT & SYSTEMS
CASH, COMMISSION SALES AND

GREAT PART-EXCHANGE OFFERS
AGAINST NEW EQUIPMENT

MARK LEVINSON 380

REVOX B710 Mk2

NAIM (DX Ex-dem

NVA Emotive Statement (Must be seen!)
ORELLE DA10T Trans

PIERRE LURNE Elixir DAC

PIERRE LURNE Audio Mecca Kreatura Trans
PINK TRIANGLE Cardinal (Trans)
PRIMARE V20 DVD Plr EX-DEM AS NEW
RADFORD WS1 (D Player

REGA Planet

REGA Jupiter Ex-dem

REVOX B225

TAG (DT20R (Trans)

TEAC VRDS 10 (D Player)

TEAC P500 (Trans)

THETA Gen Pro [V

THETA DATA Basic

THETA Pro 8asic HiA (DAC)

THETA Pro Time Il

THORENS TDC2000(Trans) + TDA2000(DAC)
THORENS TDA2000 Integrated (D Player
TRICHORD Pulsar 1 DAC + PSU

WADIA 8 Tran+DDE12 DAC

£4495£2990

£548

£2470£1974
£2200 £998
£900 £450
£500 £348
£950 £598
£1250 £550
£998 £848
£999 £358
£500 £350
£1000 £658
£1000 £348
£2200£1100

£450
£850 £400
£4500 £2400
£2400 £1100
£4000 £1990
£2000 £995
£2000 £1198
£995 £796
£1800 £1298
£7500 £3600

AUDIO ANALOGUE Maestro EX-DEM AS NEW £2600£2098

AUDIOLAB 8000A Integrated
AUDIOLAB 8000Q Pre

AUDIOLAB 8000M X 2 Power omps
BAT VK40

CYRUS Pre

CYRUS Power

CYRUS It

CYRUS PSXR

CYRUS Monablacks

DENON AVP-A1D Digital Pre-amp
DENON ADV 700 Ex-demo

DEVA 250 Integrated + Matching Power
ELECTROCOMPANIET £(3 MC
EXPOSURE 7/8 pre & Power
HARMON KARDON AVR85 AV Rec
JEFF ROWLAND (.3 {pre-amp)
KRELL KAV300i

KRELL KSA 80 Power amp

KRELL KAV300i EX-DEM AS NEW
KRELL FPB300 EX-DEM AS NEW
KRELL KCT Pre-amp EX-DEM

NEW, NEW,

£700 £300
£1200 £596
£1600 £796
£4950 £2600
£700 £358
£700 £358
£600 £358
£498 £228
£1800 £700
£2500 £1299
£750 £644
£1000 £450
£2200£1188
£1100 £400
£1000 £498
£4990 £2490
£3965£2500
£3000 £1600
£3965£3168
£9998£6998
£9998£6998

NEW

WE CAN SUPPLY MANY TOP
HI-FI & HOME-CINEMA BRANDS

AND YOU’LL GET THE BEST TRADE-IN
ALLOWANCES FOR YOUR UNWANTED
HI-FI EQUIPMENT & SYSTEMS

PATHOS Twin Towers Ex-dem £3250 £2495

MICHELL Gyro SE EX-DEM AS NEW £740

KRELL KAV250P Pre £2995£1850
KRELL KAV250A Pwr {Choice of two from £2350)  £3698 £2350
KRELL FP8650 Mona’s. 5 available, price each £14,000£8000

LFD LS1 Pre-amp £1900 £500
LFD LS2 Pre amp £950 £250
LINN LK} £450 £194
LINN LK2 £550 £299
LINN Kairn Pre £1700£1098
MARK LEVINSON 32 Pre inc phono £17500£11380
MARK LEVINSON 33H Power amps £20000£13000
MARK LEVINSON 27.5 Power £6000 £3998
MARK LEVINSON 380 £4495£2990
McINTOSH MX 132 Pre/Processor Ex-dem  £7990 £4996
McINTOSH M(7108 8 Channel Ex-dem £2549£1996
McINTOSH M(122 EX-DEM AS NEW £1249 £998
MdNTOSH M(35L EX-DEM AS NEW £5095£3998

McINTOSH MC(7108 8 Channel power Amplifier
EX-DEM AS NEW £2549 £1998
McINTOSH MXT32 AV contr EX-DEM AS NEW £7990 £5498

MERIDIAN 201 Pre £760 £329
MERIDIAN 557 ex demo £1625£1294
MERIDIAN 563 Ex-dem £700 £446
MICHELL Argo + Hera £598
MONRIO MP1 135w EX-DEM £600 £395
MONRIO MP2 135w X 2 NEW £950 £595
MONRIO MP3 135w X 3 NEW £1225 £795
MONRIO MP2 135w X 5 NEW £1500 £895
MUSICAL FIDELITY The Pre-Amp 30 £1300 £240
MUSICAL FIDELITY P270 £2000 £578
NAD (160 Pre £420 £278
NAGRA VPA Monoblocks EX-DEM AS NEW  £9350 £7748
NAIM NAIT 3 Choice of two £700 £498
NAIM NAP90 (Power) 600 £378
NAIM NAP90 (Power} £600 £400
NAIM Hi-Cop (New style) £780 £498
NAIM NAC 102 Pre (Ex-dem) £1210 £964
NAIM NAC 82 Pre (Ex-dem) £2500£1994
REGA Elicit £750 £498
REGA (ursa (Pre) Ex-demo £1000 £638
REGA Exons (Monablocks) £x-demo £750 £498
ROTEL RC971 (Pre) £450 £248
ROGERS A100 Integrated £400 £154
SONY SDPEPIES (Digital) £298
TALK ELECTRONICS Storm (Intgtd) £650 £370
TESSERAC Pre £1500 £798
THETA Casanova Pre Ex-dem £4478 £3596
VERITAS P400 Power £3000 £2496

GUARANTEE

THREE MONTHS PARTS & LABOUR
WARRANTY ON ALL SALES
GENEROUS TRADE-BACK OFFERS

IF YOU DECIDE TO UPGRADE
AGAIN WITHIN TWELVE MONTHS
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CONRAD JOHNSON PV11 Pre £1600 £999 CARY CAD300SE monoblacks (As new) £5000 £3998 BAT VK40 £4950£2600
NAGRA PL-L (Line Level Pre} Ex-dem - Mint ~ £5395 £4395 AUDIO INNOVATIONS Alto Integrated Amplifier £208 PATHOS (lossic One EX-DEM AS NEW £995 £848
B&W THX System EX-DEM £4975£2498 PINK TRIANGLE Ventrical £1500 £950
CASTLE Chester (Blk) £900 £475 PROAC Studio 1 Mk2 £1000 £350
ARION Electro Integroted £1200 £598 CASTLE Howord 52 £1400 £848 PROAC Response 1.5 (Rosewood) EX-DEM  £1970£1596
AUDIO INNOVATIONS £1500 £748 DALY 400 €800 £400 PROAC Response 2.5 (Lt Ook) EX-DEM £2700£2148
AUDIO INNOVATIONS L2 £700 £448 DYNAUDIO SDA 2.4 £650 £348 QUAD ESL63 (Block) £3500£1400
AUDIO INNOVATIONS Monablocks £2999 £1948 ENSEMBLE Primodonno VERY RARE £10,000£4,000 REGA Noos (Cherry) EX-DEM AS NEW £998 £794
AUDION Sitver Knight 3008 Mona’s £2250 £1390 EPOS ES14 Inc stands £950 £394 REGA ARA (Cherry) EX-DEM AS NEW £255 £214
AUDION Silver Knight 3008 Intgrtd EX-DEM €1125 £876 GAMMA ACOUSTICS Epoch 5 £3000 £998 REGA ELA Ex-dem £750 £418
AUDIONOTE M2 Pre £1000 £600 GERSHMAN X1 £2500 £1298 REGA XEL {Block) £990 £640
AUDIO PRISM Debut (Red Rose) £2800 £1700 HALES Signoture System 2 £4000£1848 REL Q100 Sub £750 £448
AUDIO PRISM Montisso {Red Rose) £3000 £1800 HARBETH Compoct 7ES EX-DEM £1299 £996 REL Stroto 3 Sub £800 £548
AUDIO RESEARCH (52 Pre £2800 £1798 HARBETH HLP-3ES EX-DEM £799 £596 ROGERS Studio 9 £3000 £1598
AUDIO RESEARCH 1515 Pre £2995£1996 HEYBROOK Heystack (Rosewood) €500 £297 ROKSAN Ojon (Ex-dem - Mint) £1000 £590
AUDIO RESEARCH BLI £699 £496 IMPULSE H7 (Block) £1000 £480 RUARK Equinox (Block) £2200£1400
AUDIO RESEARCH LS8 Pre-omp £1800£1196 INFINITY Modulus (Inc stands) £600 £390 RUARK Sceptre £700 £348
AUDIO RESEARCH LS16 Pre-omp EX-DEM  £2999 £2398 KEF Cube (EQ Box} £700 £246 RUARK Logrythm (Sub) £900 £498
AUDIO RESEARCH VI100/3 Pwr EX-DEM  £6400 £5198 KEF Codo 80 Centre Speaker Mople As new £150 £124 SNELL )3 High Sensitivity Monitars £770 £449
AUDIO RESEARCH VIS0 Power Amp £3499£2496 KEF Ref 4.7 {Rosewaod) £3650 £2300 SNELL Type E2 £2000 £698
AUDIO RESEARCH VT100 Mk1 Power Amp  £5500 £3498 LINN Kaber {Block) £2000 £780 SONUS FABER Grond Piono (Ex-dem} £1699£1399
CARY Pre-omp £3500 £1490 LINN Kaber (Rosewood) ACTIVE £2500£1350 ONUS FABER Gravis Sub EX-DEM €999 £798
CARY (AD300SE monoblacks {As new) £5000 £3998 M&K VX100 Sub EX-DEM £754 £634 ONUS FABER Amoti Homoge EX-DEM  £11850£9996
CLASSE (A200 + DR6 £7700 £3500 MRK VX7 Mk2 Sub EX-DEM £474 £384 ONUS FABER (remono Homoge EX-DEM  £4995£4196
CLASSE CA100 Power £2000£1128 MAGNA PLANAR 1a imp £1400 £850 ONUS FABER Concertino EX-DEM £599 £529
CONRAD JOHNSON PVI1 Pre £1600 £999 MAGNA PLANAR MGIT1A £3500£1195 SONUS FABER Electro EX-DEM £1789£1349
CONRAD JOHNSON PV12V Pre £2000 £1128 MARTIN LOGAN Aerius i £2295£1595 SOUNDLAB Dynostats £3200£1400
CONRAD JOHNSON PV14L Pre (3hrs use!)  £2200 £1590 MARTIN LOGAN SL3 £3399£1995 SYSTYM 165 (Mohogany) £500 £244
CONRAD JOHNSON Premier 17 Pre £4750 £2750 McINTOSH (5350 {Centre speaker) EX-DEM  £2295£1896 THIEL €52.3 £3500 £2298
CONRAD JOHNSON Premier 8 Monoblocks £16,000 £9750 McINTOSH 15320 EX-DEM €1790£1296 TRIANGLE lcore £1500 £748
COPLAND (TA 301Pre £1299 £899 McINTOSH 15340 EX-DEM £4590 £3598 TRIANGLE Zephyr XS EX-DEM AS NEW £595 £395
CR DEVELOPMENTS Cormeto {Pre) £900 £428 McNTOSH 15360 EX-DEM £6389 £4998 RIANGLE Lyrr XS EX-DEM AS NEW £1600 £895
GOLDMUND Mimesis 6 Amp Ex-dem £2900£1726 McINTOSH PS112 Active Sub EX-DEM £2290£1798 RIANGLE Titus XS EX-DEM AS NEW £335 £225
GOLDMUND Mimesis 4 Tuner Ex-dem £6100 £2996 MEADOWLARK Shearwater £2990£1990 RIANGLE Comete XS EX-DEM AS NEW £395 £275
GRAAF 13.5 Bl Pre Ex-dem £3950 £2996 MERIDIAN A500 €800 £478 TRIANGLE Antol XS EX-DEM AS NEW £875 £595
JADIS DA30 Integroted £3500 £2246 MERIDIAN DSP33 Stereo Poir EX-DEM £2475£2146 WILSON (ub {Black Lominate) Ex-dem £5495£3496
MICHAELSON Odysseus 40w Int £1150 £699 MERIDIAN DSP33C Centre EX-DEM €1355€1146 WILSON Cub (Gloss) Ex-dem £6890£3996
NAGRA PL-L (Line Level Pre) {Mint) £5395 £4395 MERIDIAR DSP550 (20 bit) EX-DEM £6995 £4998 WILSON 6 (Block) Ex-dem £19998£13998
PAPWORTH TVASO £2000£1198 MERIDIAN DSPS000C (Dig Centre) EX-DEM  £1995£1594 WILSON 6 - still in their crotes! £18500£12030
PATHOS Classic One EX-DEM AS NEW £995 £848 MERLIN TSM-SE (Mint} £1600£1148 WILSON BENESCH Orator EX-DEM AS NEW £2900£2524
PATHOS Twin Towers £3250 £2495 MISSION 754P {Rosewood) £1200 £698 WILSON BENESCH Actor EX-DEM AS NEW  £3999£2998
PM COMPONENTS Monoblocks £3000 £1498 MISSION 783 {Beech) EX-DEM AS NEW £999 £794 WILSON BENESCH Act-1 EX-DEM AS NEW  £6999£4499
QUAD 22 + 2 monoblocks £450 MISSION 78C (Centre) EX-DEM AS NEW £350 £274 WILSON BENESCH Act-2 EX-DEM AS NEW  £8999£5999
UNISON RESEARCH Feather 1 EX-DEM £795 £495 MISSION MCL (Block) EX-DEM AS NEW £100 £74
UNISON RESEARCH Power 35 EX-DEM  £1500 £895 MONITOR AUDIO Studio 14 £900 £400
MORREL Bass Moster (Ook) £1600 £728
NAIM (redo Ex-dem £1425 £994 LUXMAN ST50 {Rore) £900 £550
NOTE PERFECT Virtuoso Ex-dem £1395 £698 MERIDIAN 204 £580 £350
ACOUSTAT Model 2 Electrostatics £2500 £674 OPERA SP1 (Cherry) EX-DEM AS NEW £525 £428 SONY ST770ES £440 £250
ARIEL ACOUSTICS Model 8's (stands) Ex-dem £5679£3996 NAKAMICHI (R2E Cossette £600 £300
AUDIONOTE AN/E {Inc stands) £2900£1748 REVOX D36 Reel to Reel £348
B&W DMB01 (Rosewood) £1500 £749 o 5 REVOX E36 (Reel to reel) £298
The Hi-Fi Company’s REVOX 8710 Mk2 £548

PHONE:

0870 608 8211

OPEN: Tues - Sat:  10am - 5.30pm

NEXT DAY DELIVERY
WITH CREDIT CARD PURCHASES

Much More Always Available
Please Check Our Web Site
hifitradingstation.com

ALL ABOVE ITEMS IN STOCK
AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS

Trading
Station

35 Cowgate
Peterborough PE1 1.Z
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10% 0ff everything listed if purchased in January!

Was Now
CD players DACs & Transports
Audio Analogue Paganini 24/96khz CD Player x-demo 795 599
Primare A30.2 CD Player S/H 1500 1099
47 Laboratory Flatfish CD Player with Dumpty X-Demo 4332 2999
47 Laboratory Progression DAC requires Dumpty X-Demo 2733 1799
Turntables Tonearms & Cartridges
Basis 1400/ RB300 Turntable x-Demo 1299 899
Basis 2000/RB300 Turntable x-Demo 1999 1299
Basis 2001 Turntable x-Demo 2999 2299
Basis 2004 Turntable x-Demo 4500 2799
Heed Audio Quazar 2 Box Phono Stage New and Boxed 599 399
Lehmann Audio Black Cube SE New& Boxed 650 399
Lehmann Audio Silver Cube S/H 1500 1249
Linn LP12 Cirkus Chassis Afromosia S/H N/A 349
Linn Lingo S/H 670 399
Linn LP12Cirkus/ Lingo/Ekos S/H 3500 1299
McCormack Phono Stage New and Boxed 650 399
Origin Live 250 Silver Tonearm S/H 600 499
Project Persective 6.1/MC25 FL x-demo 950 599
Roksan Atremiz Tonearm S/H 895 399
Roksan Xerxes/SME Cut /No Arm Black S/H N/A 250
Roksan Xerxes / Atremiz/ Corus Blk S/H 2200 749
Roksan Xerxes RW/ Alphason HR100Mcs/Kieski Purpleheart SH - 3099 599
47 Laboratory Phono Cube inc Dumpty x-demo 3066 1999
Preamplifiers
Audio Analogue Belini Remote Preamplifier x-demo 560 399
Bel Canto Pre1 Remote controlled Balanced x-demo 2500 1799
Bryston BP25 preamplifier S/H 1600 950
CAT SL1Mkil Reference Phono Pre amplifiers/H 6500 2599
EAR 802 Valve Preamp S/H 1599 499
Einstein "The Tube" Preamplifier x-Demo 6000 3999
Electrocompaniet EC1 Preampliwire S/H N/A 499
Krell KAV-S Processor/Preamplifier DTS/AC3/Pro Logic S/H 14989 3799
Roksan L2 preamplifier S/H 1295 499
47 Laboratory Input Chooser x-demo 534 399
Amplifiers
Audio Research CA50 Valve Integrated S/H 3495 1899
Bryston B60R Amplifier S/H 1550 1099
Bryston 4BST Power Ampiifier S/H 2500 1395
DNM PA3S Stereo Power Amplifier S/H 2900 1699
Graaf GM20 OTL Stereo Valve Amplifier S/H 3295 1895
Lavardin IT x-demo 3200 2250
X |Linn LK140 Silver 3 months old 785 599
3. Rogue Audio Tempest Valve Integrated S/H 2400 1599
© Roksan Rok S1.5 Power Amplifier S/H 1499 945
O |Unison Research S8 845 Triode Integrated x-demo 3100 2499
g.,'Umson Research SR1 Hybrid Integrated x-demo 1295 799
€ Union Research S6 Valve integrated S/H 1600 1199
-g ]
© |Loudspeakers
x
9 BKS 107 MKl Supreme Ribbon Hybrids x-demo 2199 1599
O Indigo Model Two Centre Channel Cherry S/H 199 129
= M lab Electra 906 Signature S/H 1149 750
T JM Lab SW900 Subwoofer S/H 1079 699
g Jm Lab Micro Utopia Dark Cherry New and Boxed 4500 3799
== Opera Super Pavarotti X-demo 995 699
E |Opera Operetta Mahogany x-demo 795 575
E. {ProAc Response 1SC Mahogany S/H 1200 649
3
2 Midland Audio X-change is looking for good used British &
3 American Hi-Fi
cash paid call John Roberts on 01562 822236
e LT l’v? | ' 'I 5 | 4 "r\“;' ,"\ "
MAX B 9 I L 2 = B

ProAC studio 100 Cherry x-demo

Revel Salon Black/Aluminium (6 months old) S/H 1
Sonus Faber Concerto Home Latest version Wainut S/H
Totem Tabu Mahogany x-Demo

Cables & Accessories
Air Pod size 1 x3 S/H

Audio Note AN-V 1m Silver interconnect S/H
Cogan Hall EM-D 0.6m S/H

Finite Elemente Pagode E55/014 4 Tier Maple Stand x-Demo

Finite Elemente Pagode HDO3 MR ex Martin Colloms
Goertz AG2 Silver 2x2.5m S/H

Kimber DX-50 illuminations AES/EBU 1.5m S/H
Nordost SPM 1m Phono-phono Interconnect S/H
Nordost SPM 1m Balanced Interconnect S/H
Opera Lux 3 Tier Table Clear/Stainless x-Demo
Partington Dreadnaught 600mm S/H

Roksan HAO1 1M Interconnect S/H

Roksan HAO1D 0.5m Digitat Interconnect S/H
Target R1 Stands S/H

Target R4 Stands S/H

Target HR60 Sitver Stands S/H

Target 5 Tier equipment rack glass shelf S/H
Transparent Music Link Ultra Balanced 7.26m S/H
Transparent The Wave 2X7m S/H

Tuners & Tape Decks, Power Supplies

AKG C1000 Condenser Mic S/H

Magnum Dynalab FT-R Remote Switcher for FT101
A/Etude (New&Boxed)

Revox B77 MKII Reel to Reel _ Track S/H

Sony TCD-10Pro Portable DAT S/H

Bargains under a£100

Sony TCK-461s 2 head cassette decks new&boxed

Midland Audio X-change are iooking for Audio Research, Krelt, Mark Levinson,
Naim Audio ,Dcs,Wadia, cash paid call John Roberts on 01562 822236 now!

Suppliers and installers of High .

Quality Audio Systems
47 Laboratory : Graff
Accuphase . Gryphon
Audio Note  Lavardin
Audio Research ' Mark Levinson
Avid ; Martin Logan

Basis . Michell
Cabasse - Nagra
Cardas ‘ Primare
Clearaudio ; ProAc
Conrad Johnston © Rega
Copland Resolution Audio
Dcs ¢ Sonus Faber

DNM/Reson : Spectral
Einstein - SPM

Electrocompaniet Sugden
Final ¢ UKD

Finite Elemente

01562 822236
or fax on: 01562 750246

181 Franche Rd * Kidderminster » Worcs * DY11 5AD

www.midlandaudiox-change.co.u

799
5000
995
2300

210
420
199
849
2499
1900
350
825
875
950
199
99
49
329
329
179
329
2349
599

241
450

2800
2500

199

599
11599
649
1399

99
199
99
599
1750
995
149
599
625
499
129
49
25
199
199
129
179
1499
199

120
299

699
995

99

e-mail sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk
Mobile 07721 605966




USED AND EX DEM EQUIPMENT
Audio Analogue Bellini Pre Amp Silverf 200.00 Epos ES30’s Roseweod. Inc. 4m Exposure

Alphason 7 Shelf Smoked Glass Rack £ 150.00 Tri-WireS/Cable ............... £119500
Arcam DV88 DVD Black ...... £4 95.00 KEF Q5 Dark Apple . ... £43500
Arcam Alpha 10 DR Tuner ... .. . £350.00. LFDZerolInt. Amp ............... £275.00
B&W Silver Signatures, Inc. HNE Manley Purist Pre. Valve .. £795.00
Granite Stands £2500.00 Marantz DR700 CD Recorder . . . . .. £ 150.00
B&W ASW 2500 Sub ............ £4 65.00 Myuntz SRSA0 AV Sumound Receiver Amp £ 325.00
B & W CC6 S'2 Centre Black ... £ 125.00 Meridian 506 20 bit CD . ... £645.00
Bryston BP25 Pre. Remote, Silver . . £1200.00 pqical Fidelity Nu Vista Speaker
Bryston 4B ST Power, Silver . ..... £158500 cupieq 5m Pair £250.00
Chord Chameleon I /Connects From . £ 60.00. Naim 102 Pre With M.C. Boards . £695.00
Chord Chorus 1/Connects From .£ 125.00 Naim 180 Power ). . £695.00
Chord Sive-n l/Connects From . ..£ 55.00. PMC FBI Floorstanders, 0‘“\  £995.00
Ehogdlsoldiim)liGonnea s - £105.00 PMC DB1 Standmounts, Qak . £475.00
Copland CDA 266 CD Mint . .. . £ 895.00 PMC TB2 Centre, Oak . . ... .. £315.00
Cyrus Quauro & Cyrus Stereo Power Amp & L e o le Cardinal & DaCapo with 1307&
CLS 50°s Cherry ... -£900.00 .

24 Bit Filters, Serviced .. ....... £1500.00

Cyrus daD 3 with Q DAC Fined. Remote . £550.00

DR TRGlRS X (Serviced! Inc QED Silver]  Suiraspire A.ViRack 3 shatfIChegnRE2s0.00.

Quad 33/ 303 's. 2 available, all three

Spiral /Connect . .. Goaaa £ 300.00

Cyrus A.V.Master Processor . .. £8000 "eM® fog o o - £135.00
Denon AVR 3802 Surround Receiver Amp. Rega Planet CD Black Inc. Remote . . .£ 325.00
Black . .. £50000 Sugden CD21 Latest Spec . £ 595.00
Denon TU425RD Tuner, Black £100,00 Totem Model I's Cherry Inc.

Ecosse Ref. MA2 The Macstro 0.8m ..£120,00 Dedicated Stands . --£1050.00
Ecosse Ref MS2.3 S/Cable Bi-Wire Townshend Isolda 1/Connects 0.75m . .£ 185.00
3mPair ..... £ 200.00 Veritas 7's Oak ... £400.00
Excosse Ref [/Connects M52 £ 13500 vdH The Wind Speaker Cable 3m Pair £ 125.00
Electrocompaniet EC 4.6 Pre . £79500 vdH D102iii HB I/ Comnnects 0.8m . .£ 35.00
Electrocompaniet AW250R Power .. .£2800.00 Wadia6i .............. ... £1600.00

PHONE STEVE ON 01527 450500 / MOBILE : 07773198336
E-MAIL Apexsnm@aol.com www.apexacoustics.co.uk

WILLIAMS HART

S A "TRONLICS

HART ELECTRONIC KITS TRADED FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Mosfer Manoblock Power Amp Kits
ONE OF THE BEST AMPLIFIERS YOU WILL HEAR! Regardless of price
REVIEWED IN HI-FI NEWS AS "..EXCEPTIONAL...
SELF EVIDENTLY CORRECT'

Single Ended Claws A Valve Sound
15Wau Power Amp rndules
FOR THOSE WHO WANT THAT VALVE
MIDBAND BUT BASS AND TREBLF TO MATCH

\

ACTIVE R/Control SUBWOOFER MODULE £177.30 Speakers Designed & Built to Order

Adwertiwe your Hi-Fi on my webate (FREE)
Alsa: Award Winning Phono Stage Kit, Active Crossover Modules, Speaker Drive Lunits,
M Cap Capacitors. Caddock Resistors, Remote Control Volume and much more.

WEB SITE www.williamshart.com  e.mail: williamshart@classicfm.net
Tyn-Y-Coed, Liidiardau. Bala Gwynedd. L1.23 78G Tel/Fax for catalogue (11678 520757
PERSONAL VISITORE SHOULD PHONF FIRST TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
Run by former Technical Director of Wilmsiow Auuio

NEg=EE

PRODUCT LIST

ARCAM AVR100 Black AV Reciever EX/DEMO  £800 £400
ARCAM CD72 Silver CD Player EX/DEMO  £450 £350
ARCAM DIiVA DV88 DVD Player EX/DEMO £1,000 £500
DENON AVR1602 Black AV Reciever EX/DEMO  £350 £280
DENON AVR1802 Black AV Reciever EX/DEMO  £450 £360
HARMON KARDON HK3370 Receiver EX/DEMO  £250 £150
KEF REFERENCE 4-2 Cherry Speakers EX/DEMO £3,650 £2,800
KEF TDM45B THX Subwoofer S/H  £800 £500
LINN AKTIVMOD Aktiv Modules EX/DEMO £125 £50
LINN LP12 Turntable EX/DEMO £1,075 £700
MARANTZ ECLIPSE 70 DVD Combi System EX/DEMO £1,500 £900
MERIDIAN DSP33 DSP Active Speaker EX/DEMO £2,595 £2,200
MERIDIAN DSP5000 Cherry Speakers EX/DEMO £3,885 £3,100
MERIDIAN DSP5000C Black Centre Speaker EX/DEMO £1,995 £1,600
MERIDIAN DSP5500HC Centre Speaker EX/DEMO £3,750 £3,200
MISSION 782 Speakers EX/DEMO  £600 £550
MISSION 78C Centre Speaker EX/DEMO  £300 £250
MISSION 78DS Speakers EX/DEMO  £300 £250
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 Amp EX/DEMO  £850 £600
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CR Pre Amp EX/DEMO £1,000 £800
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3DAC DAC EX/DEMO  £800 £600
MUSICAL FIDELITY CDPRE CD Player/PRE Amp EX/DEMO £2,000 £1,600
MUSICAL FIDELITY HYP AV Pre Amp EX/DEMO £2,000 £1,400
MUSICAL FIDELITY M250 Mono Block EX/DEMO  £850 £650
MUSICAL FIDELITY NUVISTA 3DCD CD Player NEW £3,000 £2,700
MUSICAL FIDELITY XA100R Amp EX/DEMO £1,000 £650
MUSICAL FIDELITY XCAN Headphone Amp NEW £150 £120
MUSICAL FIDELITY XLPS Phono Stage NEW £150 £120
NAIM BRUNDY Super Logical Interconnect EX/DEMO  £245 £100
NAIM INTRO Black Speakers EX/DEMO  £790 £550
NAIM NASBL Speakers EX/DEMO £2,360 £1,600
PANASONIC NVFJ630BS Silver VCR NEW £150 £120
PIONEER DVR7000 DVD Recorder/Player EX/DEMO £1,200 £900
PROAC RESPONSE 1SC Speakers EX/DEMO £1,200 £850
SONY CDPXB930 QS CD Player EX/DEMO  £300 £200
SONY DVPNS 900 DVD Player NEW  £450 £350
SONY STD 777ES DAB Tuner EX/DEMO  £700 £560
SONY STRDB1070 Black AV Receiver EX/DEMO  £600 £375
SONY STSAS3ES ES Tuner EX/DEMO  £300 £225
SONY VPLHS1 Projector EX/DEMO £1,800 £1,600
YAMAHA DPX-1 Projector EX/DEMO £6,500 £4,580
YAMAHA RXV620RDS AV Receiver EX/DEMO  £450

PLEASE VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS
OR CALL OUR HOTLINE
NUMBER FOR DETAILS.

MANY ARE ONE-OFF ITEMS!!

HOTLINE 020 7497 1346

Convent Garden
18 Monmouth Street
Convent Garden

London WC2H 9HJ
Tel: 020 7497 1346

E-Mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk

NOT VALID WITH ANY L11HFR OFFFRS OR PROMOTIONS C&0OL
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HICAM

CHERISHED PRE-OWNED HI-FI EQUIPMENT SOLD, PURCHASED, P/X.
CASH WAITING FOR THE FOLLOWING BRANDS
NAIM, MERIDIAN, AUDIOLAB, KRELL,WADIA,SONUS FABER,
MARTIN LOGAN MARK LEVINSON, COPLAND,QUAD

WAS KOW
AUDIONOTE MEISHU LINE INT AMP NEW 750
AVI LAB SERIES INTERGRATED AMP 200 WPC
NEW STUSNING 1399
ALPHASON AKROS 2 SPEAKER STANDS BOXED 60 30
AUDIONOTE QUEST MONO AMPS NEW %0

AUDIOLAB 80DOC/B0D0 P PRE/POWER/BOXED 600
AUDIONOTE OTO INT AMP LINE LEVELAS NEW 999 850
LYRA HELIKON SL MC CARTRIDGE NEW 1249
EAR HEADPHONE AMP HP4. AS NEW 1749 1500
AVI'S2000 MM HONOBLOCKS SEALEDBOX 1399 1195
BLACK RHODIUM REQUIEM | | METRE PAIR NEW1247 950
BLACK RHODIUM REQUIEM 2 1 METRE PAIR NEW1747 1350
BLACK RHODIIUM ORATORIO 1 METRE PAIR NEW S47 450
AUDIOKOTE P4 MONOBLOCKS 4250 3700
AVY S2000M( REFERENCE 24/96 CDPLAYER 999 895
BLACK RHOIUM ORATORIO 1 METRE DIGITAL NEW497 400

MYRYAD MA 240 POWER AMP &S NEW 999 850
AUDUSA EUPEN POWER CABLES FULL RANGE POA
EAR V20 INTERGRATED CLASS A 8 MONTHS 0LD2798 2195
NAIM INTRO LOUDSPEAKERS BLACK/BOXED 395
AUDIONOTE OTO PHONO INT AMP 1 MONTH OLD 1300 1100
AUDIONOTE DAC 2.1% 24/96 1149 1025
FLAC CINEMA 2 ESP SPEAKES+SUB 499

EAR 8L6 INTRERGRATED /PRE/MAIN AMP NEW 29
EAR B34P° CHROME DELUXE MA/MC PHONO AS NEW788695
EAR 834P MM/MC PHONOSTAGE 558 450
EAR MC3 MC TRANSFORMER AS NEW 678 595
EAR 834 INTAMP BOXED 3 MONTHS OLD 2198 1875
HEYBROOK QUARTET ROSEWOOD FINISH 595 225
AUDIONOTE AZ TWO LOUDSPEAKERS 93 DB MINT 599 500
AT SSB00 SPEAKER CABLE SMTR NEW 206 175
LAT 8 WAY DISTRIBUTION BLOCK 3 FT NEW 32 199
LATACZ 6 WAY DISTRIBUTION 8LOCK 3 FTNEW 201 175

LAT ACZ POWER (ABLE .9 METRE 8 n
LAT ICI00 MK2 1 METRE BOXED NEW 105 90
BLACK RHODIUM SUPER MAINS 8 DISTRIBUTION

BLOCK NEW 99 250
AUDIONOTE ZERO TRANSPORT/DAC 1048 925
SME 20/2 TURNTABLE NEW 3nz3m

MYRYAD AW 2401NT ANP 2120 WP MONTH OD 1499 1300
MYRYAD #A 500 5 CHANNEL AMP SX100WPC 1699 PHONE
EXSPOSURE XV11 AMP BOXED MAX PHONO STAGE}000 350
1YRA LYDIAN BETA MC CARTRIOGE NOTUSED 599 525
£AR 890 POWER AMP 70 WPC (LASSA NEW 2548
AUDIONOTE ANS3 MC STEP UP TRANSFORMER NEW 1299
MICHELL LARGE PSU NEW 399 399
POWERBLOCK 1000 MAINS CONDITIONER NEW 450 395

MICHELL GYRO SE/RB300 ARM  SEALED BOX  1D17 925

MICHELL ORCA PRE AMP 1251 1095
MYRYAD MT 100 FM TUNER NEW 59995
AUDIONOTE AN (DT THREE TRANSPORT NEW 3500
AUDIOKOTE DAC 4.1 NEW 4950
AUDIONOTE P2 PP POWER AMP AS NEW 999 850
VDH INTERGRATION .8 METRE NEW 24D 160
AUDIONOTE AN (D 2.1 INT CD PLAYER AS NEW 999 895
VDH INTERGRATION .6 METRE NEW 0 140
PSB ALPHA § ACTIVE SUBWOOFER AS NEW 500 250
FLAC CL 3301 JET INC STAKDS New U9
RUARK CL10 CHERRY FINISH BOXED 900 525
MICHELL ORBE SME BOARD SEALED BOX 2095 1895
RUARK PROLOUGE CHERRY BOXED 995 550

ELAC 207 CENTRE SPEAKER VARIDUS FINISHES m
STAX SRS 4040 SYSTEM SIGNITURE 2 MINT 1195 995
BLAC 555 CENTRE 3 WAY CENTR SPK CHERRY FINISH 599
EAR 899 INT/PRE AP 70 WPC (LSS A NEW 2498 2400

AVI BIGGATRONS CHERRY NEW 599 450
NAIM 32.5 PRE M/C PHONO 29
TRICHORD DINO PSU ~ NEW 99

SONICUNK AST200 BIWIRE SPK CABLE NEW 1D 8
SONCLAK THE BASE | METRE PAIR INTERCONNECTNEW 25 13
TRICHORD ORCA PRE/ LARGE PSU MAT 1650 1450
SONICLINK 8 WAY DISTRIBUTION 8LOCK

2 METRE (ABLE NEW 9 250
SONICLINK SIMPLICITY 1 METRE PAIR
NTERCONNECT NEW %18

SONCLINK VIOLET INTERCOMAECT ( OFF THE REEL) 15 PER METRE
STAX SRS 2020 MK2 EARSPEAKERS MINT 449 375
AUDIONOTE A5 LINE LEVEL PRE ANP MINT 4650 4100
TRICORD RESEARCH DELPHINI MK2 PHONO

LARGE PSU NEW 995900
SUMIKD PEARL AU CARTRIDGE NEW 9
SUMIKO BLUE POINT SPECIAL MC NEW m 1

AUDIONOTE ANVX | METRE PAIR NEVERUSED 574 495
TALK ELECTRONIC THUNDER 1 (D PLAYER

TARGET MX100 SPEAXER STANDS PIANO BLACK

EAR PARAVICIN 1100 MONO BLOCKS (AMAZING) 19995

VDH THE SECOND .8 MIR NEW 230 150
TRICHORD REASEARCH 500 POWERBLOCK 99 25
EAR 324 TRANSISTOR PREAMP NEW 1880
QED FULL RANGE POA
STAX SR 007+SRMOO7 EARSPEAKERS NEW 2995 2700
SOUND ORGANISATION FULL RANGE POA
MYRYAD MD 600 (D PLAYER AS NEW 1299 1050
AUDIOKOTE ANCD 3.1 D PLAYER NEW 1499
VOH THE SOURCE HB 0.8 METRE  NEW 5 515

AGENTS FOR,EAR,TRICHORD, AUDIONOTE , MICHELL
MYRYAD,AVI,STAX,LAT,VDH,ELAC, RUARK,SME
BLACK RHODIUM,LYRA,SUMIKO,QED

OPEN MON=SUN 10AM-6PM
FOR FURTHER DETAILS: TEL 01726 74474/01844 260517

FAX 01726 70387
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MOBILE: 07973 233 380
E-MAIL hicam@crisp5479.freeserve.co.uk
OR VISIT OUR WEBPAGE HICAM.CO.UK
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cartridges

denon
dnm
goldring
lyra
ortofon
sumiko

cables

chord company
dnm

Ifd

nordost

qed

trichord

van den hul

headphones

beyer
ergo
grado
sennheiser
stox

stands

fromeworks
sound org'n
something solid
soundstyle
stands unique

accessories

creek
densen demagic
goldring
kontak
michell
milty
moth
nordost
pixall
ged

rms
shure
trichord
zerostat

hardware

atc
audio physic
densen
epos
horbeth
in-focus
lexicon
michell
naim
nordost
primare
red rose
sme
sugden
trichord
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Second hand
ex dem deals

ATC Ay Tower loudspeakers. Rosewood veneer, no
marks other than some minor chips to the (black
o painted) bases. S/H, boxed. Origmnally £1200
- £495

Jamo Concert centre loudspeaker in
maple veneer (over £500) s/h, good@
condition (some slight marks), no onigi
nal box therefore only £225

Muslcal Fidelity A3CR stereo power
amplifiers (2) Boxed, S/H perfect, £99¢9
. ! £650 each

<
‘ .

NAD C270 stereo power amplifier. S/H,
boxed, excellent condition. (£400)
. £250

Primare V1o DVD player. Ex demo, boxed,
excellent (£699). A shghtly revised new
model is now out, time for a new demo

unit £475
Primare A1o amplifier. Ex demo, boxed,
unmarked (£499). Remote control. A
very good Ihttle amplifier £285

Primare T20 RDS FM tuner. Ex demo,
boxed, unmarked (£499). Remote control.
A lovely tuner, visual match for the 10, 20
and 30 series components. £285

Package deal : all three of the above Primare units for £999

Rega Radio R tuner . Approx 2 years
old. s/h, boxed unmarked. (£398)
5 5 £200

Sugden ‘Bijou’ components.

AmpMaster power amplifier (£629) £470

 — e
CDMaster <d player (£1269) £950 >

Both ex demo., warranted and in excellent

i

!

condition

e -
Nordost
1 x 4m pair Red Dawn (rev1) single wire spkr cables (£1274) £580
1 x 1m pair Valhaila phono interconnect (£2195) £1600
1 x 1m pair Valhalla balanced interconnect (£2225) £1620
Other

1 x 1m pair Chord Chorus interconnects (£185)
2 x 1m pair QED Connect 4 (£50)

£100

£20 per set
S iy, |

ot > L Visa
signals
- ~ L‘ 1 ]
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AUDUSA - OOM silverlink Mono Crystal balanced speaker cable -
conductor of 3mm diameter (approx 8 gauge), stranded silver on OFHC, plus
three strands of Mono Crystal Copper for improved bass performance. Mylar
infill and with designed in protection against RF and EMI. Cable OD 14.72
mm Priced at £12.95 per meter

AUDUSA EUPEN CSA 2.5 MAINS CABLE - HI Fl CHOICE SEPT 2001 BEST BUY
GNLM 05/04 and GNLM 05/2.5 ( CSA 2.5) Cable with FERRITE TECHNOLOGY - A polymer material mixed with a consid-

erable quantity of homogeneously fine high quality ferrite powder.is extruded around the
copper conductors. As a ferromagnetic material, it wilt go through hysteresis loops when-
ever it is under influence of an alternating magnetic field. Con- £
&secutively magnetizing and demagnetizing the material yvill AUDUSA - Eupen GNLM 05/;5 (CSA
cause considerable losses of high frequency energy. This ener- 2 5) shown with Marinco IEC 320
gy is absorbed in the ferrite grains and converted into heat.This
effect is more or less proportional to the field frequency; high fre- 1.0m,£58 for 1.5m, £68 for
quencies will be strongly attenuated, because their energy will be 2.0m, Off the reel £30 for 1st
absorbed by the ferrite powder. The GNLM cables which in addition ‘ meter, £20 per m thereafter.
to the above described ferrite technology is further protected with a - GNLM 05/04 £58 for 1m, £68
foil shield and a drain wire and specifically manufactured for High {g; 1réseT' s e
Enq audio use. Said by some to be the most neutral sounding AUDUSA EUPEN GNLM 05/04  Both GNLM cables available for
mains cable on the market export
Fitted with IEC (Martin Kayser) and MK Tough Cable can be supplied fitted to our all steel 4, 6 and 8 way distribution blocks.
We can rewire the distribution blocks with Eupen cable as an extra cost option. Refer to our web site for details.
AUDUSA Eupen and LAT AC-2 mains cable available with 16 amp IEC [ for certain models of amps by Krell. MF Levii §0 ét¢), Marinco

320 IEC, Figure of eight, Bulgin, USA Hubble,European Schuko, Australian, Swiss, Danish, and Neutrik plugs.
SILVER SILVER SILVER - Upgrade the cable with silver plated contacts on IEC and and MK plug for

GNLM 05/2.5 (CSA2.5) £48 for

an extra £6. IEC’s and MK plugs with silver plated contacts available seperately at £6, £8 and £9
Why Silver plated contacts? Simple, silver is THE BEST conductor of electrigi.

LAT AC-2 HI-FI CHOICE - SEPT 2001 - RECOMMENDED MAINS CABLE

We have developed a cabling (weaving) pattern along with
an unusual shieldingffiltering system that gets rid of the
garbage that contaminates your components. The difference
you hear with our cord is astounding. Our power cord takes
advantage of silver in its design through use of our proprietary

SILVERFUSE is a near alloy of sil-
ver and copper. IT IS NOT SILVER PLATED
OR SILVER CLAD. Piating (or clad, which is
the same thing as plating) causes a dioding
effect when signal is passed through resuiting
in brightness and distortion. The Silverfuse

AC-2

Siiverfuse conductors. The conductors are 10 gauge and with Y——— process starts with seven nines OFHC copper
PTFE; the best insulation available. Fitted as standard with SOMnare wi wire with a diameter that is slightly larger than
IEC / MK Toughplug. . 60cm £62, 90cm £75, 1.2m £88, 1.5m P w'u_' the required size. .It is then pplled.through a
£101, 1.8m £112 etc Other lengths available and.off the reel. products costing trough of molten silver. The wire with a silver

ten times as deposit, is then forced through a compacting

4.6 and 8 way all steel mains distribution blocks fitted with
UK, Schuko or USA sockets.CE tested & approved mains
distribution units manufactured of heavy gauge steel, finished
in black and fitted with high quality 13amp sockets. It has no
filters, circuit breakers, surge protection, transformers, resis-
tors, capacitors, LED's, on/off switches, chokes, regulators,
just fitted with 1m of AC-2 mains cable.From £166 for 4 way,
£198 for 6 way, £229 for 8 way.

LAT INTERNATIONAL - Analogue, Digital and Video interconnects and Speaker cable- better than
most others at double the price Refer to www.audusa.com for further details or ask for reviews

SUNFIRE CORPORATION - sSnohomish USA

New for 2002 Sunfire True Sub Woofer MKIV - 11 inch cube. Signature True Sub-
Woofer 13 inch cube and Junior Sub Woofer 9 inch cube -all with two drivers, to as low as 16hz,
116 SPL and 360 cu ins of air movement, 1200 or 2700 watt patented amp technology. Classic
Tube Pre-amp, Solid state power amps 2 channel (300 x 2 or 600 x 2) and 5 channel (220 x 5 or
430 x 5 - yes total of 2150 watts into 8 ohms or 4300 watts into 4 ohms) patented amp technology |
(no heat sinks) and Theatre Grand Il processor pre-amp.

die where it is subject to tremendous pres-
sure. The silver and the high purity copper are
fused together into a near alloy. The compact-
ing fusion also reduces the wire diameter to
the desired size. No dioding subsequently
occurs with this process. The result provides
for the benefits of silver; which are excellent
definition and clarity, with the high purity cop-
per benefits of warmth and mellowness.

much, then
decide

Tel: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 Fax 020 8241 0999 Email: sales@audusa.com
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PART EXCHANGE

Consultants Ltd. ot e
@ = R CASH WAITING

OUR SUPERB SERVICE IS THE SAME REGARDLESS OF PRICE

RRP NOW £
ACOUSTIC ZEN WOW 1M RCA INTERCONNECT EX DEM 215 165
ACOUSTIC ZEN HOLOGRAM BIWIRE 8FT EX DEM 875 575
ACOUSTIC ZEN TSUNAMI MAINS LEAD 6FT EX DEM 300 225
ACCUPHASE E212 INTEGRATED 4 WEEKS OLD 2200 1495
ACCUPHASE DP65V 4000 2795
ADVANTAGE M300 MONO'S NEW SEALED BOX 4600 2595
ADVANTAGE A300 POWERAMP 2600 1095
ATC SPA2-150 3000 1695
AUDIO PHYSIC VIRGO 3 CHERRY 4000 2496
AUDIO RESEARCH SP 14 3500 1195
AUDIO RESEARCH LS15 3500 1995
AUDIO RESEARCH VT100 5000 2295
AUDIO RESEARCH D125 5000 1295
AUDIO RESEARCH D115 MK11 N/A 995
AUDIO RESEARCH VT50 BALANCED 3500 1895
AUDIO RESEARCH CLASSIC 60 3500 1495
AVANTGARDE DUO BURGUNDY 9000 4495
BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGIES VK20 PHONO REMOTE 5000 1795
BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGIES VK 300X REMOTE 4000 2595
BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGIES VKD5SE CD 5500 2995
BKS 107 SUPREME MK11 RIBBON HYBRID 2000 995
BOW WIZARD CD 3500 1995
BOW WAZOO XI 3000 1095
CLASSE DR6 PRE 3500 895
EAR 534 POWER BALANCED 2200 1395
EAR 859 INTEGRATED 2300 1295
EAR V20 INTEGRATED 2800 1895
EXPOSURE 18 1000 350
HOVLAND HP-100 + M/C PHONO EX DEM 5750 3495
HOVLAND SAPHIRE POWER AMP EX DEM 7000 4295
KINERGETICS SW800 SUBS FOR MARTIN LOGAN CLS 6000 1495
LUXMAN K-351 CASSETTE DECK N/A 195

> 5
MARK LEVINSON 331 5500 2995
SALE LIST = January 2003 MARK LEVINSON NO29 POWERAMP N/A 1195
Martin Logan Ascents — light oak As new £3250 SH MARTIN LOGAN CLS 11 Z 5000 2495
Krelt 300i amplifier £1595 SH McINTOSH MR85 TUNER 2300 1395
KRELL 300CD £1695 SH MERIDIAN 518 1000 495
Sonus Faber Signums £795 SH mEHIDIAN 500 MK2 1300 695
Audio Research LS25 preamplifier £2995 SH MIEEE:B::E gg: P 183880 2222
Graaf 13.5 preamplifier £1995 SH MERIDAIN 505 MONO'S 4 AVAILABLE 900 550
Theta Dreadnought 5 channel £5495 XD MERIDIAN 556 2 AVAILABLE 1000 595
Wilson System 5.1 speakers — black £4795 SH MONITOR AUDIO STUDIO 20SE ROSEWOOD MARKED HENCE 2200 495
LOEWE TVs - various dem models (POA. MUSE MODEL 8/296 DVD/CD TRANS & 24/96 KHZ DAC 7000 1995
§ MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 ¢cr PRE 1000 550
Onkyo Integra system - our dem models £7500 XD MUSICAL FIDELITY A300 ¢r POWER 2200 1395
\eritas P400 Power Amplifier as new £2695 XD MUSICAL FIDELITY A308 ¢r PRE 1500 995
Naim 52 preamp as new £2750 XD MUSICAL FIDELITY XA200 MONOQ'S 1000 595
Sonus Faber Concerto GPs with Stones Mk 1 Walnut £995 SH MUSICAL FIDELITY XPLORA TUNER 500 295
Transparent Cables — various PO.A. SH m::m gg? :320 1?32
Mustall FidCINgRQRL praing " B NAIM SBL LATEST DRIVERS BLACK 2540 695
Theta Carmen D\ D/CD Player silver ex dem £2495 XD NAIM PREFIX S 450 250
Audio Research VT60 Power Amp £ 850 SH NAIM CREDO EBONY 1425 695
Audio Research D100).2 £2795 SH NVA THE INTEGRATED STATEMENT 1300 495
Naim 82 Preamp as new ex dem £1895 XD gg?gf:gg@;“:&é:ggﬁ ™ gggg ;;gg
Naim | 0 Pogecampy, b O PINK TRIANGLE DA CAPO 1307 FILTER 1860 495
Naim Supercap Ex Dem Mint £1895 XD PROAC RESPONCE 1.5 CHERRY 1800 1095
Naim 102 £895 XD PROAC RESPONCE 2.5 CHERRY 2700 1795
Audio Analogue Bellini Preamp Silver £250 SH PROAC CC1 CENTRE CHERRY 400 265
Wilson System 6.1 Ferrari Grey £12995  SH PROAC TABLETTE REF 8 CHERRY 700 450
Musical Fidelity A3 Preamp/Power Amp Ex Dem £1295 XD ggé;[\) §285L“63M?)Lr\IAT(;“‘KS/H()()L%EWOOD 2?80 ggg
SH - Second Hand XD - EX Demonstration REL QUAKE CHERRY 425 295
0 o - ROKSAN DP3 DA2 DS5 TRANSPORT DAC + P/S 3500 995
0% interest free credit SILTECH HFS 12 METRE AES/EBU DIGITAL INTERCONNECT 250 95
Licensed Credit Broker TAG PA10 PRE 800 395
REFER TO OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST UPDATED SALE LIST. TEAC P30 TRANSPORT 2800 1495
Agencies include Acoustc Energy Alphason Atacama, Audio Analogue Audio Research, Beyer BOSE Castie, Chord Company VTL MB1 25 MONO'S 3000 1595
Copland Crestron Denon Diapason Dwn Electroncs, Einste:n Fuptsu GM Audo Godnng, Graat Integra Systems IXOS Jadis VPI JUNIOR 550 350
Whmca sty NAD. N, NEC Gos asma Screars Naramch Nrgos Orkt Onrs e Patasouns e Prone WADIA 6/I N/A 1695
S Shadee 1 e S e TR BT T s s Oons CaberpSons WADIA 6 N/A 1395
den Hul. Ve Acoustes scbngolers Videooge. Viors ACousies, Wikan. Yarmaha YAMAHA SW 160 SUB 275 95

TAX-FREE EXPORT SERV
MAIL-ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEMS

antay House Park End Street

OPEN MON-SUN 10.00 TO 8.00
Website: www.centralaudio.co.uk.

/ Oxford OX1 1JD E-mail: tony@centralaudio.co.uk
@ BAIDA Telephone: Oxford (01865) 790879 ALSO AGENTS FOR
The vmbol of security Facsimile: Oxford (01865) 791665 Advantage. Balanced audio technologies. Boulder, Burmester.
E-MAIL: oxford.audio@btinternet.com Egleston. Hovland.Kharma. Lumley. Pass labs. Sound lab. VTL.

WEBSITE: www.oxfordaudio.co.uk
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7= Heatherdale ==

®audio limited
HEATHEROALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE

202 Findon Road. Wonhin8.7WEST Sussex. BN14 OEJ

Tel. 01903-872288 or {after hours)

860 660001 Fax. 01903-872234

e-mall: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com //www hifi-stereo.com

AMPLIFIERS TUNERS
SPEAKERS Hred KST 100 Power Amp £1695  Revox B160 Tumer £395
Thiel SCS 2 Speakers (Watnut Fimis| &(Branﬂ New) Normal Price £2395 £1595  Nal@mughi PA 5 Stasis Power Amp Cost New £1150 £695
Mission 782 (Stand Mount Model) (Black Ash) Just Reduced Fromg250 £150  Adcom GFA 5300 Puwrer Amp £350  CASSETTE DECK
ATC SCM 50A activespeakers £3495  Nam audo NAP 30 power amp £395  Luxmwn K331 W Double Cassette Dack £150
Tannoy Kingdom 12 x Dema speakers £3495 Arcam xeta one integrated amp (pro fogc) £505 Pinscer CT 5830s cassette desk £125
Pro-ac studio 1 speakers mk 2 £395  AVI2000M) integrated amp £750  Nakamchs CR-7E Cassetie Deck £1200
Audio Physics tempo speaker £895  Audio Lab 8000A £225
Revel Ultvima sub 15 with LEY sub amp PDA Mark Levinson 436 Mono amps £8495 MISCELLANEOUS
Epos ES30 Speakers £1495 Quadmsphire Q4 Ot wall Sheit £120
Altax Symphony floor standing speakers £99  INTEGRATED AMPS Symergistic Resgwch Coax Resolution Refazenwe dige! twieh active shiwdng) £250
Thel 1 5 Speakers £995  loms Dbelsx 3x systam weh powe supply £295 takamiehi CA-7E Pre and 2x PAS Stanis Stereo Power Amps (b -amp systam) £2500

Stax SRIOT omegn et (SR117 head phovw & SARMO7t dew tnede)

PRE AMPS CD PLAYERS & TRANSPORT Normal Rewl £2985 £1750
Evpmssrs 11 412 Pre Amp & Powss Suppy Just Reduced from £960 €850  Marantz CD 72 mk2 SE CD Player (mint} £295  Shis Moow Record Camp Motmal Retadl £1660 £995
Makamich GA-7E Pre Amp Cont Now £2550 £1205  Marantz CD 63 SE CD Player £195  Actio Note ANS7 MC Transformer with Phono Stage £8435
Tort Pre Amp (fully balanced) £585  Marantz CD 16 £600  Audio Mota tkondo KSL-AC2 mains cable (new and boxed) £650
Adeos 3TF 430 Turei/Pre Aing €350  Audw Note OCD transport £295  Aydignote (kondo} 3mtr pawr SPZ speaker cable £2500
Qe gy Image 6 High-end Valve Pre Amp {simMar to Conrad Johnson) £295  Pioneer PD91 reference CD player €250  Audio Note {kondo) ksll-LP Sifver Iz interconnect 1 mir pasr o)
am W 42 5 Pre-Amp €150  Tnchord Genesis CD player £250
Expusure 21 Pre-Amp (Remote} (Ex Stock) Just Reduced From €890 €750  Mark Levinson No 37 CD transport £2995  TURNTABLES, CARTRIDGES & TONEARMS
Husc Pedelly MVT pre amp £385 Eminwnt Techngiogy av bearing arm with magmisum wand cw pump £1685
Pro Av shaao towers (atc dnvej speakers £985 OAC'S Verdwr Ebong Waed arm board Normal Retad £800 £425
Wk Lawmon reference pre amp £POA  Somc Frontiers SFD1 Dignal Processor £895  Helus Swver Wired Tonearm £995
Countzrpgat SAB Pre amp £475  Theta Chroma HDCD DAC {Ex Oemao) Normal Retail £1095 £775  Ortofon Jubwee Cartndge £995
Mam Lewnsos ML 380s Pre amp £POA  Mark Lewinson 36s Dac £2495 X
Mark Levinson ML32 reference pre amp full 5 year warranty £POA  Chord DAC latest Spec boxed and mint 21095 Other services availabie. See in store 0% Finance. Conditions Apply. See in store

ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE.

VISA - SWITCH - MASTER CARD - AMEX - DINERS CLUB WELCOME.

WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW & USED STOCK and buy In for cash

Hi Fi Separates (! Ex demonstrationt
Acustic EnergyAE 109 {black) Sub woofer Used €200 00  HARMAN KARDON AV 4000 Home Cinema Ex-demo

£399 00

~ Soundcraft HiFi.C O Ao vigh street, ashtord, Kent. TN24 8TE
SPECIAL CLEARANCE SALE February 2003

Our exciting range includes: Arcam, DiVA & FMJ, Chord
Electronics, Linn , Lexicon, MC-12, Naim, Rega, Musical
Fidelity, Denon, Yamaha, Rotel, B&W Nautilus, PMC, Ruark,

ARCAM XETA 2Hgme Cinema Ex-demo £19900  Linn Kairn Pro Pre amp Used £799 00 H . A 9

ARCAM DV-88 {silver/black) OVD New £79900  Linn CD-12 CO Ex-dzmo £7.999 00 Kef’ Loewe T.V’ HltaChl & Ploneer Plasma’ Slm 2 DPL!
ARCAM DV-27 (sitver) OVD Ex-demo £129500  Linn Index 2 Speatr Used £149 00 Hotline: 01233 624441 Fax: 01233 640333.

ARCAMCDS2 (black) CO Ex-demo £69900  LINN Kabers (b\sck) Speaker Used £895 00

Arcam AVR100 receiver Home Cinema Ex-demo  £399.00  Linn Arkw Moving Cofl Cart Turntable Used £50900 Muscal Fidelity A3 AMPLIFIER (GDLD) Pigneer PDP-502 Plasma display Home

Arcam AB5+ {sitver) Integrated amplifier Ex-demo  £29900  Lion MAJIK | Phono Amplitier Ex-demo £39900 Amplitier Used £59500  Cwema Ex-demo £4.99500
ABUID Lau BU00 FRC AND FOWCR AMP L Hatee (blash) Gpeaker Used csnnan  Musical Technology Harrer (walnuf)Speaker Used £19900  Quad 50E {(mono)Power amp Used £20000
Preipower amphifier Used £599.00  LDEWE ACDNDA SELECT (gloss sitwer) Naim NAP 90 3 Power amp Ex-demo £29900  REGA JURA {Dark Cherry) Speakerkx-demo ESBI U
B&W Nautilus 802's R Cherry SpeakerEx-demo  £4.99500  with SELECT CABINET Televiston Ex-demo 235000 Naim AV-1 processor Home Cinema Used £59900  ROTEL RSX-972 Home Cinema Ex-demo £64900
B&W ASW 500 Sub woofer Ex-demo £27900  Loewe Planus 32° TV + Cabinet Television Used  £1199.00  NAIM COS I Cd transport CD Ex-demo £349999  RDTEL RDV-995 (z0ne free) DVD Ex-demo £399.00
CASTLE SEVERN 2 (Birch) Speaker Ex-demo £44900  Maranlz DV-4200 Zone Free DVD Ex-demo £19900 NamCDS+PSU (serviced) CD Used £249900  RDTEL RSP-966 Home Cinema Ex-demo £450.00
Denon OVD 3300 GOLD DVD player DVDEx-dems  £74900  Marantz OVD-4100 DSE Zone Free OVD Ex-demo  £249.00  Nakamicii DVD 10-5 zone ree DVO Ex-demo £39900  Sony DVPS 7700 Home Cinema Ex-demo £35000
Dengn AVR-1602 black Home Cinema Ex-demo £24900  MUSICAL FIDELITYHT 600 5 Channe! Power Amp Drtofon Seratch Concorde Stylus {pair) TurntableNew €17500  Yamaha DSP-AX3200 Home Cinema Mew £999 00
Daaon AVR-3802 1bisck) Home Cingme Ex-cemo  £65000  Power amp Ex-dero ¢149900 Ploneer XV-0V55 + S-59 spaakers Yamaha RX-V420R0S Home Cinzma Ex-demo £19900
Denon ADV-700 Home Cineme Ex-demo £59900 MUSICAL FIDELITY HTP {Processor Home Cinemakx-demo £49900  Yamaha DSP-E800 proczssor Hume Cinema Used £199.00
HARMAN KARDON AVR-5000 Home Cinema Used  £49900  Home Cinema Ex-demo £149900 Check our Web Slte: soundcraﬂhlfl-com

Sound Investment

If you have invested experfise and *High quality aluminium construction.

money in building up a sound system  *Finishes available to your choice.

to your own unique specifications, *Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving.

then why compromise with indifferent  *Sound isolation on shelving/feet.

housing units? *Custom created to suit your system
*Free delivery throughout the UK.

Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in

audio visual racking - from a range Fi-Rox - a sound investment for those oV
. ol . Audio Vi i
of standard designs fo the flexibility who want the best from their e B
: : £ For further informotion or a free brochure contact:JEM Distribution,
o CL.JSme e SUll.yOUl' S0 Springfield Mills, Spa Street, Ossett Wakefield WF5 OHW.
parficular sound system and lifestyle. Tel: 01924 277626 Fox: 01924 270759

Are you making the right connections?

Send for Britain’s biggest catalogue of
specialist cable and connections. ! Please send me your FREE Custom Cable Catalogue

All available by mail order.
Phone 020-8942 9124 or clip
the coupon for your Free copy

.
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www.custom-cable.co.uk | Posteode / Q[g,-qm :
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Name

Address [~

PO Box 4007

London SW17 8XG
HFW 03/03 ‘\'\"'--\ :

CU S._D n C H B L E NO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED
SERVICE

Send to: Custom Cable Service /
PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG
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UK SUBSCRIPTION £27

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

S - e e e e s o = e ]

111

YES! | want to subscribe to Hi-Fi World for:-
[:I £27.00 for 12 months

Your Details
03 2.5 DIY SUPPLEMEINT No. 71
Title Inital _____Surname _ e romirzn e 5 WORLD weivenssi
& compurter audio
Address - - - - = .
Post Code . R S
Daytime Tel: all . r=_
Start Issue

v O »
BACD, DYD-V & TD! We review
fnew high tech DV-787A1

Delivery Address (if different)

unwersal DVD player ® DVD-A feature - part two

© Computer Audio Work!
& Creatve Labs DAP Jukebox 2
® SONICbive Rio 535 digital audic player
*

+ 100s of classified ads full of secondhand bargains!!!

I would like to pay by cheque made payable to Audio Publishing Ltd.[]

Get your issue of hi-fi world
straight to your door!

Please debit my VISA[] MASTERL] swiTcH] AMEX[]

I Get to our amazing classified

ads first and grab a bargain!!

Switch card issue NOD D Expiry Date: A

> Run by dedicated hi-fi engineers and
enthusiasts.

Cardholder Signature:

=0 [ R s

Please choose service:-

> Hi-Fi World has become famous for its
informative reviews and radical kit designs.

Airmail = =

Middle East & South-East Asia £60 Credit Card Hotline

+44 01923 270 833

Monday - Friday 9.30am - 12.00 noon: Fax +44 01923 260 588

MISSED AN ISSUE?

Airmail

USA, Canada, Australia,

Japan, Korea & China £70
Back issues also available at a cost of £3.50 only

(includes P&P), payment by cheque only -
overseas please contact subscriptions
department for details.

Send cheque to: Hi-Fi World, Freepost LON3478,
London, NW6 6YR.

L]
Airmail
Europe eso [
[
[

Surface Mail £40

Send this form to:
Hi-Fi World, Freepost LON3478,
London, NW6 6YR



“.J listening

PHONE FOR LATEST LIST

NEW, EX-DEM AND CLEARANCE ITEMS

RRP SALE
Acoustic Energy AEI MKIl £995.00  £499.00 D
Arcam Alpha 10 £199.00  £519.00 D
Arcam FM) P25 power amp £150.00  £489.00 N
Arcam FM) (D23 (d player £1099.00  £699.00 N
Arcam M) A22/Dave AG3 - DTS amp  £1849.00 £1,199.00 N
Arcam M) A22 £1,1.00  £769.00 D
Arcam FMJ P35 power amp £830.00  £539.00 N
Cyrus SL Amp £400.00  £199.00 D
Cyrus AV Master Processor _ £195.00 D
Krell KAV 500i Int. Amp. £5,498.00 £2,495.00 D
Linn Kaber £1,995.00  £695.00 D
Meridian M33 Active speakers £1,495.00  £995.00 N+D
Neate Mystique £135.00  £499.00 D
Neate Elite £1,200.00  £779.00 D
ProAc 3.8 £3,990.00 £2,299.00 D
Rotel RX965RDS A/V receiver £950.00  £595.00 D
Mission 781 £399.00  £219.00 D
Mission 773 SE £399.00  £239.00 N+D
Mission 78AS subwoofer £699.00  £449.00 N
Mission 783 £995.00  £649.00 D
Vienna Acoustics Beethoven £2,500.00 £1,795.00 D
Vienna Acoustics Mozart £1,500.00 £1,195.00 D
Vienna Acoustics Hayden rosewood ~ £750.00  £569.00 D
Vienna Acoustics Mahler £6,000 £4495.00 D

MUSICAL FIDELITY SPECIAL OFFERS

A3 £799.00  £499.00 D+N
A3 pre amp £999.00  £559.00 D+N
Musical Fidelity XPI0O ~ BARGAINM!  £799.00  £549.00 N

D = EX DEMONSTRATION, N = NEW, S/H = SECOND HAND

Hi-Fi Multiroom and home cinema

ACOUSTIC ENERGY ARCAM ASH DESIGN AUDIO
RESEARCH CELESTION COPELAND CYRUS
DENON KEF KRELL LINN TAG MCLAREN MARTIN
LOGAN MERIDIAN MICHELL MISSION MONITOR
AUDIO MUSICAL FIDELITY NEAT ACOUSTICS
PIONEER PROAC QED QUADRASPIRE REL SONUS
FABER SME STANDS UNIQUE STAX THETA
WILSON AUDIO ETC...

THE LISTENING ROOMS LTD

[61 OLD BROMPTON ROAD LONDON SW5 OLj
TEL: 020- 7244 7750/59 FAX:020 - 7370 0192
www.listeningrooms.com E-mail: tir@dial.pipex.com
Mon-Sat 10-6pm

=l

Virtues of using
SONIC DESIGN® DAMPING FEET

For CD, SACD, DVD Players:

The CD Damping Feet are made from the same materal as the Standard Damping Feet. If the sound
of your CD/DVD player is sensitive 10 vibrations, the CD Feet will be the way to go. The sensitivity to
shock and the accompanying mistracking will be reduced with the use of the CD feet. They can also
be used with any other audio product that you would like to isolate from vibrations. The set contains
four small and one large foot. The large foot is used if the centre of gravity is off-centre or for those
CD/DVD players that have five feet. CD Feet cost just £9.99 per set.

There are two types available for Loudspeakers:

Audiophile Damping Feet provide the best possible isolation and damping but it is important that the
feet are optimised to the weight of your loudspeakers. Both the stiffness and size of the feet are
selected to achieve this. Speakers within the range 5 to 200 kg can be optimised. Let us know the
mass of your loudpseakers and we can advise you the correct set to purchase

Audiophile Damping Feet are available for most high-end loudspeakers from 5kg
upto 200kg. Price per set of eight feet: £60.00.

The Standard Loudspeaker Oamping Feet have a large overload margin, and are lower priced than
the Audiophile version. The resonance frequency is a few Hertz higher. The colour is nut brown, except
for the stiffest feet which are grey. The standard feet are produced in four different weight classes and
do not need to be fine tuned to specific loudspeaker models.

Standard Damping Feet are available in four sizes: upto 12kg, 12-28kg, 28-50kg,
50-100kg. Price per set of eight feet: £19.99.

These feet will give a substantial decrease in loudspeaker cabinet movement. This is
apparent when you put place one finger softly against the top of the front baffle, as it will
vibrate much less after damping. The transmission of vibrations from the cabinet will
also be reduced. The music will be cleaner, with a ‘less coloured” sound quality.

BEFORE >>: SSAPLER
(top) 125 Hz sine
signal lo the
speaker, (lower)
floor movement,
using spikes

(top) 125Hz Sine signal
to the sneaker (lawer)
Visit our website at www.sonicdesign.co.uk to see more
details or to read satisfied customer feedback.

floor movement, using
sott teet (note floor
signal magnified x2)

Sonic Design Damping Feet are available from
Hi-Fi Care, Custom Cable and all good specialist hi-fi & accessory retailers.
(trade enquiries are welcome - email: tradesales@sonicdesign.co.uk

Or, in case of difficulty, via our web shop at: www.sonicdesign.co.uk
Distributed by: Wavelength Distribution
Tel: 01622 201983 Fax: 01622 201983

www.supradirect.co.uk

The ONE-STOP SECURE WEBSITE to buy SUPRA
cables to improve your Hi-Fi and/or Home Cinema
Sys tem. ** ONLINE CREDIT CARD PURCHASES via 128bit SSL **

Need a reason to buy Other good reviews include:

wirivhifiworld.ceuk

Supra cables??

4x WHAT HI-FI “BEST BUY'S”":
BEST BUY Component Video cable
(under £100):
AV3 RGB/component video

BEST BUY Scart cable (£51+):
AV6 RGB scart to scart

BEST BUY Digital cable (£51+):
X-ZAC Fibre optic cable

BEST BUY Speaker cable upto £5/m:
Rondo 4x 2.5 Bi-Wire cable

Also featuring:

EFF-ISL “25th Anniversary”
Special Edition version of “Best Buy”
EFF-ISL
- a few left, then once they’re gone,
they're gone Il

“*NEW** - Sword speaker cable
Worldwide Patented, BiFilar wound
Litz speaker cable, with NO NET
INDUCTIVE EFFECT

Hi-Fi Choice “Best Buy”
EFF-ISL interconnect cable

Hi-Fi Choice “Recommended”
LoRad shielded mains cable

Hi-Fi World “Highly recommended”
Quattro 4x4T Bi-Wire

What Hi-Fi ****
What Video “Best Buy”
Classic 4T speaker cable

Hi-Fi Choice “Recommended”
Ply 3.4 & Ply 3.4/S shielded

NEW FOR 2003
“*NEW** - Dual analogue cable
Entry level interconnect cable

“*NEW** - LoRad
Now available in factory terminated
CE-approved lengths, fitted with UK
mains plug and high quality IEC line
sockets. Also available “off the reel”
for you to make up at home.

These are the 4 easy steps for improving your system

1 - VISIT: www.supradirect.co.uk

2 - VIEW the range on/offline (download the PDF catalogue)

3 - SELECT from the wide range, SAVING money when you buy

4 - ENJOY!!
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5 MINS FROM M25

VALVE CD PLAYERS FROM £330.00 ON DEMO
PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS.

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 1st AUDIO SERIES 800 - MONO BLOCS 600.00
AUDIOLAB 800S INTEGRATEID BOXED MINT 349.00
AUDIOLAB 80¢4C PRE. BOXED MINT 250.00
ARION ACOUSTICS ELECTRA INTEGRATED VALVE AMP. 499.00
BEARD PI1¢) MK Il DUAL MONO KT 83 599.00
CASTLE HOWARD S2 PAIR DARK CHERRY - Nr MINT Boxed 650.00
CELESTION Al SPEAKERS BLACK - EX DEM 399.00
CLEAR AUDIO SOLUTIONS RECORD DECK WITH RB300 599.00
DPA ENLIGHTENMENT CD & DAC 699.00
£.C. AUDIO FINESTRA PRE. VGC WI1H SEPERATE PSU 475.00
GARRARD 40§ SME PLINTH SME 3¢9 IMPROVED VGC 399.00
GATE VALVE PRE. CHROME/WOOD/GOLD 649.00
GATE 300B PUSH-PULL MONO-BLOCKS - NEW. 2499.00
HELIOS - No 2 CD PLAYER - MINT 699.00
HEART/MARANTZ VALVE O/PUT CD PLAYER - STANDARD 590.0)
HEART/MARANTZ VALVE O/PUT CD PLAYER - IMPROVED 650.00
HEART/MARANTZ VALVE O/PUT CD PLAYER -SE 699.00
LEAK STEREO 20 VGC - VGC 299.00
LINN CLASSIC VARIOUS COLOURS 895.00
LINN KEOSA FLOOR STANDERS - BLACK - XDEM 250.00
MARANTZ CD63MKH Ki SIG. 155.00

PHONE : (01322) 292391

FAX  :(01322) 229908

E-MAIL: INFO@MATRIXHI-FI.CO.UK
WEB: WWW.MATRIXHI-FI.CO.UK

MATRIX HI-FI

NAKAMICHI LX2 CASSETTE DECK

PHILIPS 420P10/00 42" PLASMA SCREEN - SPECIAL
PIONEER ER-420 VALVE RECEIVER

PINK TRIANGLE ORDINAL DAC

QED PASSIVE CD PRE AMP ALPS POT.

QUAD FM | TUNER

QUAD FM 3 TUNER

QUAD It POWER AMPS WITH PRE. VGC

QUAD ESL 57's BRONZE - WORKING FINE - PAIR
RAPPAPORT PRE AMP WITH RUSS ANDREWS PSU.
ROGERS MASTER POWER AMPLIFIER — RARE EXCELLENT
ROGERS LS88 FLOOR STANDERS -EX DEM.

ROGERS HG88 MK2 CHASSIS - WORKS FINE

ROGERS RAVENSBROOK

ROGERS JUNIOR STEREO CHASSIS + PRE AMP - RARE
ROGERS CADET CHASSIS WITH SEPARATE PRE-AMP
SHANLING VALVE CD PLAYER - SUPERB

SOUND LAB REM CDP10 CD PLAYER

THORENS TD 124 MKIl IN GORGOUES BASTIN PLINTH
THORENS TD 160 B MKII - UNIPIVIT ARM PLINTH

VPI DECK WITH RB 300 BLK ASH PLINTH
WHARFDALE RUBIANCE FLOOR STANDERS CHERRY/BLK
YAMAHA CT710 TUNER

HI-FI/THEATRE DEM ROOM NOW AVAILABLE
VINTAGE HI-FI FOR SALE & WANTED

MICHELL - CELESTION. QED. AUDIOQUEST, MARANTZ - ETC...

NEW AND VINTAGE VALVES - INTERCONNECTS & SPEAKER - OFC & SILVER
WEALTH OF KNOWLEDGE SPANNING OVER 30 YEARS, FOR ENQUIRIES OR
A CONTROVERSIAL CHAT, ASK FOR DAVE OR LEE.

FREE EASY PARKING

VALVE AMP

REPAIRS

95.00
399.00
160.00
399.00
120.00
100.00

SHOWROOM

65 DARENTH ROAD
DARTFORD

KENT DA1 1LU

01376 521132
07802 483698

CHELMSFORD. ESSEX

age

2nd User Hi-Fi & audio

S

PRE-OWNED EQUIPMENT

ARCAM ALPHA 9 AMP BOXED AND IMMACULATE 2 YEARS OLD

ARCAM ALPI{A 8 TUNER BOXED AND IMMACULATE-2 YEARS OLD

AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES 1000 MKII MONO'S

AUDIOLAB 80)A-GRLY-PHONO

DEFINITIVE TECHNOLOGY PRO TOWER 410 (INCL TWIN ACTIVE SUBS-£2350 NEW)
DENON AVP-A| GOLID BOXED AND IMMACULATE (£3000 NEW)

KRELL KSA1(0) POWER AMP LOVELY CONDITION

LINN NUMERIK DAC 20 BIT NON SMPS VGC

LINN ISOBARIKS DMS WALNU T LOVELY CONDITION BUYER COLLECTS
LINN KARIK/111 CD PLAYER (UPGRADED KARIK !) VERY GOOD CONDITION
MARANTZ DV4200 DVD PL AYT R BLACK SEALED BOX NEW

MICROMEGA DVD PREMIUM MULTI REGION

MICROMEGA STAGE 6 IMMACULATE AND BOXED

MICROMEGA DRIVE 3/DAC BOXED AND IMMACULATE

MONITOR AUDIO SILVER 91 CHERRY BOXED AND SUPERB

MONITOR AUDIO MA 18%) REFERENCE GOLD LOUDSPEAKERS-BOXED
MLUSE MODEL 3 PRE-AMP REMOTE BLACK BOXED AND IMMACULATE
MUSICAL FIDELITY UTP/IiT6) AV SIL VER S MONTHS OLD AS NEW (WERE £4K)
MUSICAL FIDELITY T1 FM ONLY TUNER BOXED AND IMMACULATE
MUSICAL FIDELITY A220 INT AMP PIANO BLACK BOXED AND SUPERB
NAIM NAC 82 GREEN FRONT INC NAPSC 3 YEARS OLD SUPERB CONDITION
NAIM NAP140 OLD STYLE BOXED SUPERB CONDITION

NAIM NAPI80 SUPERB CONDITION ETC

NAIM HI-CAP-OLD STYLE-BL ACK CASE

NAIM NAC 92 PRE AMP BOXED AND IMMACULATE

NAIM NAITI/PRE OUT MODIFICATION BOXED AND IMMACULATE( 1999 MODEL)
NAIM IXO 2-WAY ACTIVE X-OVER WITH VARIABLE FREQUENCY

NAIM NAPY/3 BOXED AND IMMACULATE

NAIM NAP 250 | YEAR OLD BOXED AND IMMACULATE-BLACK SNAIC
NAKAMICHI OMSSE/Il CD PLAYER-WAS £1500 NEW-LOVELY CONDITION
NAKAMICH!I CASSETTE DECK 2

PIONEER DV-717 MULTI REGION DVD PLAYER-GOLD

PRO-AC TABLETTE 50 CHERRY-IMMACULATE

PROCEED PCD SERIES 3 CD PLAYER (£3500 NEW )

QUAD 33405 MKII DIN TO BE SOLD AS A PAIR

REGA PLANAR 3 RBXWREGA SUPER BIAS

RUARK EPILLOGUE YEW

RUARK CL20 BFECH VERY GOOI) CONDITION

TAG MACLAREN DAC 20-24 BIT BOXED SUPERB CONDITION

VIENNA ACOUSTICS MOZART BEECH WOOD GOOD CONDITION BOXED

PROFESSIONAL RECORD CLEANING SERVICE - KEITH MONKS MACHINE -

PLEASE RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND PRICES.
THREE MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL ITEMS
www.sound-stage.co.uk

E-MAIL: soundstage@netlineuk.net
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Stone Farm Borough Lane, Great Finborough, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 3AS
Special prices on the following new and used products:
ENGINE
Creek CD53 ) 1050
Exposure 2010cd ~ new player also in 525
Michell QC 250
£329 Arcam CD7
£199 160
£995 Trichord Revelation CD 350
£199 Ortofon VMS 20E Mk 2 20
f’l:;gg Myryad MC 100 cd 350
£1495 GEARBOX
£399 Creek 5350 SE 650
£595 Musical Fidelity X A1 300
£895 Exposure 25 integrated 700
£299 Michell Alecto Monoblocs 1250
£595 Exposure 2010 integrated 525
£495 Sonneteer Campion 450
£995 Michel Orca pre 900
£595
95 EXHAUST
s Neat Mystique 385
£qu§ Chevin Audio-new 5 sided speakers-amazing 950
5 Linn Kan 4 275
:?95 Linn Keosa Maple 349
pe Epos M12 449
£695 JM Lab Profif 55 175
£429 JM Lab Cobalt 810 325
£379 Rogers LS4a 100
v FURRY DICE
£329 100s of CDs, interconnects, cables ex dem From 2
£1395 Grado SR 60 80
£399 Fuss Sub and satellite for computer, TV etc 150
£179 Soundstyle Firewoods maple 200
£299 QED X-Tube Phone for prices
£395 Linn Classic movie system — great 1758
£1695 Soundstyle XS 250 CD rack 225
£299 Beyerdynamic DT911 140
£179 Beyerdynamic DT531 80
£229 Denon 260 L 50
£895 Atacama SE24 or BDS 25 40
£595 Audioquest Video pro50 30
£995 Stands Unigue AV rack 275
DNM Bultet 65
Various interconnects, supports, cables at reduced prices.
hone for details v
Sale of CDs. Phone for latest list.
-
TEL: 01449 675060
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93- 95 Nantwnch Rd., Crewe, Cheshire.

Tele hone : 01270 214_143

Loads Of Bargains, Changing Da:l

Arcam CD92 CD Player(XD) - £650
Arcam DVS8 DVD Player (XD) - £650
Castle Conway (Cherry/XD) - £650
Castie Harlech (Cherry/XD) - £600
Castie Warwick (Cherry/XD) - £400
ilarman Kardon 4500 AV Receiver{XD) - £500
Infinity Alpha 50 (Beech/XD) - £300
Infinity Kappa 400 (Maple/XD) - £500
Kef Reference 104/2 Speakers } GC (SI) - £450
Linn 5103 System Controiler/Pre-amp (Siiver/XD) - £2500
Linn 5125 Five Channel Power Amplifier (XD) - £1400
1.inn Classlk Movie System (XD) - £1500
Linn Kairn Preamplifier Recernr (SH) - £1000
L.inn Kiout Power Amplifier Nearly New (SH) - £1300
Linn Sizmik Subwoofer (Maple/XD) - £650
Marantz CD17 CD Player ! GC (Trichord Mod./SH) - £450
Meridian 505 Monobiock Power Amplifiers(XD) - £1400
Meridian D2500 Subwoofer (XD) - £1500
Meridian DSP33 Speakers (XD) - £1000
Monitor Audio FB110 Subwoeofer (XD) - £350
Musical Fidelity A3 CD Pilayer (XD) - £500
NAD T570 AV Receiver (XD) - £350
Roksan Caspian Integrated Amplifier (XD) - £650
Roksan Kandy Integrated Amplifier (XD) - £350
Sanyo PL.V 30 Projector (XD) - £1200
Tannoy Eyris (Sycamore/XD) - £650

A%ncles include : Linn, ica
E., Origin lee, Monitor Audio, Casfle
uad, Wharfedale, Harman Kardon Creek
m""’vﬁ',' "J 'nlfno-pct,ny - Roksan, = £D
on r oksan 3
Cable Talk, Michell, Arcam, Trichord,PMC,|

electrical
We buy, sell & part exchange quality Hi-fi
AMPLIFIERS / RECEIVERS CD PLAYERS SPEAKERS
Yamaha DSPE490 proiogc processar. (45 TRANSPORTS & DACS  Bose 501 series 2 48
Linn LKI0O Power Amp ... 295 Maranz (D8O ... 175 Acoustical Aliante 395
hudio Research DTO Yatve Monster (1175 ;"P""d g)n'z, A;' new . . _::;z :: 9]"" n“ ::;:
arantz xlgnltun . ol " 1=, of
:l‘ch"" mb:k""" A:’"l;;AmHPw; ::;; Sory COPAB930E as new . . ... . (145 Limn Kanns 5
Ve T2 Linn Mimik/Numenk (D/DAC . . . . 995 Acoustic Energy AEND a1
Nam NAPI4O/NACAD Prefpower .. LA%5 g ppsgl .. ... . A0S U Ninka ... 54
Technics SUMALD .. - D15 Wigiman Flying Cow DAC ... ... 145 Musical Technology Harriers 00
{yrus 3 with PSX L0 Maranu D5000 25 new (80 Linn Kelidh{passive) 495
Electrolompanient 1980spawer amp (495  Audio AichemyDDS3/DDE vb.1 {495 Townshend Speakers £345
Technics SUY900 ... 215 Maranuz (D63 ki Signature 195 Epos BS22 ... .. 595
Arcam Alpha 9 Integrated .. .(295 Musical Fidelity (D2 . ... L145  Kel ROM3 Cherry 895
L A R
BIJ 185 Pre. | [+ ransport J agneplanar 3 J
0“:‘;”;‘;2’? ":mp :::Z Rega Planet ... .. .. 345 Momitor Audio MAI4 black 198
Quad 44 - gy osbiba SOSSHOE DD Mo . .0295 Woniar Mudio Siker 7 39
IR GG LB oo SeDXBIAQ SACD a5 new .. 0245
Quad 405 mk! 95 quag 17 0 £9% CASSETTES
Arcam Delia 290 power 175 Tascam 34b Neel to Reel 095
Limn Rasm Preamp 1695 TUNERS Picnser CTSé5 95
Heathkit vaive amp AMS kam Apha T .. ... 135 Kakamich 9. . LTS
Nogets walic pomer amp 425 Quad P4 . £S5 Nakamich (R2E 128
Nam NAIT 3 . 008 #«lm;: YSI;JTS champagne .(Ilg Yamaha KX5BOSE .85
M h y eac TR L6
(il < Z0 e A NI S e s FQs
hudiolab 80005 with remote . . . . {425
Techmes SHBO4G touch sens A1
Arcam Alpha 10 integrated a5 new 095 ¢ )pNTABLES Kenwood GEVAO . . .. a8
Rotel 8981 Power 19 e 06
Haler Ins pee amp ... . .£125 AR EBIOK hlack .. L1218 SYSTEMS
Denon AYC ANOSE . ASTS  Thorens TDI60/SHE3009 L L195  Technies SCCHHDS50 S )4
Musical Fidehity XAL . . . 325 Michell Gyrodec bronze/smoked . . .£125 Bose Acoustic Wave as new ... .. 1645
Please call us if you have any equipment to sell or are
looking for anything in particular. New stock daily
All equipment is fully tested and guaranteed
Also: Muslc CDs, Gaimes, Musical Equipment, Computers, TV, VCR& Photographic

Web page www xelectrical.com email: x@xele lrical.cor
128 King Street Hammersmith 020 8563 7383
4 Station Bldgs Fife Road Kingston 020 - 8546 1233
020 - 8546 4442
020 - 8680 0007

Games & CDs upstairs at Kingston
43 Church Street Croydon

wewwhifiveorldico ik

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS.(LEICESTER) INC ONE THING.

VINTAGE HIF] & VALVE SPECIALIST TEL 08345 123 5137 (local rate)UKouly)
w Vintage and modem hifi eqpt. Part exchange welcome

FOR SAJ PR /POWE Mp

A integrated ampl uper integrated ampli sz B

Sugden A25 amplifier. Excellent condition & mstr - £ 149 Naim NAC 92 pre amp. SNO 161840, Mint. Bored £ 259
Meridian Modular pre/power amplifier. Excond.  £249  Roksan Kandy int amplifier. 6 months old Mintbxd ~ £325
Quad 77 integrated amplifier. Mint. Boxed. I, £399 Quad 77 remote control for amplifier etc. Cost £300 £ 149
Rase RV23 Valve pre amplifier with phono (MM) - £299 Sonus Faber Musica integrated anphifier. Beautiful .

Mendian 205 100W mono power amps X 2Ex con. £475  Maruntz PM66SE K| signature integrated amplifier 9
Musical Fidelity BI integrated amplifier. Good conds. 125Richard Allen pure class A integrated amplifier. £175
Norse Ecowse (etectucompanier) class A amp.Rare. fPOA - Audiolab 8000C pre-amplifier. Boxed/indructions.  £299
Onfond Acoustios Mistrale Integrated amplifier. £150  Audio Innovatiens S300 nt class A valve amphfier  £299

Linn LK pre-amp and renwte. Good condinon. £ 249 Linn LK2 power amplifier. Good condition. £2%9
Cophind CTASH pawer amplifier Vaive. £1800  £799 Naim Nap 180 power amplifier. Mint. Boxed. £ 799
Quad 15 in various condition and prices £POA  Norve Ecosse (electrocompanet) pre amplifier. PFOA

Leak Stereo 20 valve power amplifiens from. £POA  Harmon Kardon integraied valve amp. IOV Vrare  £299
Pair Leak TL12+ valve amps Rebuilt by us. As new £ 3599 Nam Nait IR integrated amp & remotz MintBoxed  £495
Quad 303 power amplifiers from ............ £125  Arcam Alpha 2 amplifier. Mint. Boxed/instr £9s5
Naharnichi CAS pre-amplifier. Ex cond. Cost £750  £375 Nakamichi PAS 100WACH power amp. Cot £130)  £65
NVA ASD mono power amplifiers X 2. Good cond. £799  NVA A6l) stereo power amplifier. Good condition Y

AVISH00 MLint amp & remote. Cost £999. Mint £549 Linn LK100 power amplifier. Excellent comdition, 395
Musical Fidelity Pre-8 pre-amplificr. Mint. Boxed £ 150 Arcam Alpha 3 amplifier. Mint Boxed! Insiructions ]

Musical Fidelity The Pre-amplifier.with MMMC £ 199 Technies SHGET0 Graphic Equaliser.12 presets £ 80
Arcam Zeta 1.Pro bgie Cinema anp. Cost £999410 £450 Quad 33 pre amplifiers. From. . 75

TURNTABLES

Linn Sondek with Valhalla and Basik + tone-arm. ~ £499 Project | record deck. Excellent condibon. Boxed £95
Michell Hydraulic refererence tumtables. In various condition. As seen on Clochwark Orange. Ring for prces. £POA

Dual C505-2 umtable. Mint condition. Boxed £ 89 Thorens TDI66 MK2 with thorens am £ %9

Garrard 301401 chaswis in vanous condition from — £125 Thorens TD125 Chassis only £59

Dual 5054 record deck. Good condition/instr £100 Tho KDSS0. Direct drive tumtable £95
SPPEAKERS

Roksan ROK-ONE speakers. Black. Mint. Boved.  £295  B&W DM303 speaken. Mint. Bored. Muple fimh £ 95
Mordaunt short MS 3.10 in black. Ex condition. £40  Celestion 6500 subweofers (pair) with active xover. £ 900
Jamo Concert 8 speakers ex cond with Jamo stands £799  Rogens LS55 speskens, Rosewond. Boxed. Exccond  £199

Heybrook Heyhios. Black. Boxed, Ex condiion ~ £199 Quad ESLS7s. Black puir. Ex working onder £500
Rega EL8 flooruanding speakers. black ash Boxed  £149  Proac 3 loudspeakers. Ex cond. Rosewood. Boved  £450
Tannoy Chatsworth with 12 nch monitior golds.£ POA B&W DM220. slight cabinet marks. Baxed £M

Castle Kendall speakers. Good condition. £ 69 B&W DM4 speakens. Blach finish £8
Quaxd ESLS7 speakers. Al fully serviced with full 3 months warrunty.Hear what ESLS7s should sound hike From £ 750 pr
Par Quaxd ESLS7 spkrs. Fully rebuilt. Je 4 Recon baw & 2 recon treble units All new elactronies. | 2m wamany — £1199
Mission 773 floor stunders. Minvboxed. Half price £ 199 Castle Pembroke. Geod condition. Super sound £90
Kef C20 Bookshelf monitor spxeaken in black £ 60 Magneplaner MG 1.4. Boned with £400 oak stunds — £999
Mordaunt Short MS201 pear. Brand new. Black  £169 Richard alan monitor spkrs. 3 way. High efficiency 125
Parr Linn Keilidh in black with Kustone stands. Absalutely mint. 6 manths old 4 ym warramy left. (£500) Bxd $93
OTHER ITIEMS
Henley designs MC phono pre amplifier. Asnew. £ 120 Meridian MC Pro cd player. 1983 madel. Mint. £199

Quad 77 RDS PM tuner. Mint. Boxed. Instructions £ 399 Nakamichi CDP 2E CD player. Ex condition. £250
Sugden R21 tuner. Wooden case. Beautiful. £ 95 Cogan Hall loudspeaker cablz.) S metre pr. L1150
Michell Iso Phono pre amp and PSU. Ex condition. £ 249 Phallips 101 top lowding od player. Collectable £12s
Audio Alchemy Dac in the box with separate psu~ £ 99 Murantz CDS0 Cd player. Ex condation. for
Meridian 203 DAC. Good condition. £125 Rotel 95) CD player. Ex cond. Boved. £100
Audio nowe CDT Zero/ DAC | Valve combo CD £750 Naim 42.5 pre amp. MM boands fitted. £12s
Marantz SD275 twin cassete deck. Dolby BAC £ 49 Technics SL-PGH0A Mash CD player/remoie. t75
Aiwa AD-S750 Dolby B-C-S/HX pro cassette dech £ 75 Technies SL-PS620A CD playerfremo: £
Roul 65 BX CD player. Excellent condition £150 SME 3009 wonearms from D25
Leak Troughiine 3 stereo vatve wner. Fully serviced £ 195 Teac TR450 wner. AM/RM syntheszedRDS Borved £ 69
Linx Tuner. Mint.Boxed. Very unusual. Cost £549  £249 Quad PM3 wner in excellent condition. 199

Arcam Alpha 5 od player. Mint. Boxed/remote £195 Marantz CD63 w0p loader ed player. Collectable, £128
Avantic Beam Echo valve tuner. BM611. AMAM £ 149 Tno KTRROL synthesiser tuner. AMAM . Black (R

N.8S63 PANELS/SERVIC ING EXrC
NEW--- B&W DM70 Elcctrostatic panels now undertaken. Price for one panel s £150.00
Reconditioned Quad ESLS57 speakers from only £750.00.pr.Why spend £4000+ Have your
ESL57 SPEAKERS SERVICED FROM £249.PR. Ring for full details.
Exchange/ recon ESL57 bass panel £129.Treble £109. ESL63 panels £ 80 refurbished
ELS63/ESL57 speaker stands. available in black or woodgrain @ £165.00 a pair.

New socks for ELS63s £38 pr. Many other spare parts available, Please ring.

*Classique Sounds servicing restores the Quads to a position where they can hold their
head high", Jon Marks. HIFI WORLD. April 1999.Full servicing facilities available.

Troughline tuner service & realignment £95.00. (excludes valves. Rarely needed).
One thing stereo decoder (back in stock ) £175.00 Ex review H:ﬁ world.

'RANCLUCENT. bargain) Hi© World
PURE SILVER INTERCONNECT CABLE
99.99% pure silver conductors. Quality gold plated RCA phono plugs.

Half Metre terminated £60.00 One metre terminated £80.00
New, Trunstucent ULTRA + Heavy dumy 99.99% pure silver (IN). Gold phonas. €199.00 Metre
7 day rmoney back guarantee if not better than existing cable.Regardiess of price or quality

NEW 1.0MM 99.99% Pure silver wire @€15m_0.5mm pure silver wire @ £6.00m
Translucent pure stlver mains cable 3 amp £129.00 13 amp £249
One Thing Mains cable ' Class 1 RFi suppressed, Silver plated conductors
Voltage spike protection. only...£55.00. 6 way mains block & lead only £99.00
NEW EAR/YOSHINO EQUIPMENT
ar 834P MM/MC plone stage with/without volume. Brand new. Boxed at only £559
ar 834P MM phono stage. No volume control. Brand new. Boxed at only £399

ar 834L Line only valve pre-amplifier. Amazing. Brand new. Boxed at only £499
O P
O p
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THE EMPORIUM

Willow House, Rectory

Road, qume, Eye, Suffolk, IP23 8AH 3 miles from our old location

www.emporium.dircon.co.uk

AUDIOYECTOR type 5 rosewood Boorstanders, god wh vae amps 1250

TelFac01379 870873 emaik
COST  PRICE
CD & DACD & DACS
ARGAM ALPHA of player, deap and cheerks 100
AR NPHA 7 o player detaded- 200
ARCAM BLACK BOXS 150
ARG DELTA 703/BLAX BOKPKI e s & be s of the art € you an remember dut r bk 1200 300
ADO NOTE DAC 2 1200 %0
NJDI0 RESEARCH DAC | upgraded w 20 bu- stereophde cas 4 recommended component 3500 1000
AUD:0 SYNTHESS DAX not the decade but decent none the less 1000 900
MIDON YALYE (D PLAYER -new Laser fitted , wid vavey kool 4000 1600
920 bic dac , boxed 1000 B
CEC TUI BELT DAVE (D TRANSPORT black S000 2000
COUNTERPOINT (D 10 transport boxed 000 300
DENSEN (D PLAYER  beat 400 with gzmo system remote 1550 00
HiF) SOUND o transport- cinese made. no s good sound 40
KRELL K207 transport Ll 3000
WRELL REFERENCE 64 DAC.two box the best eves 14000 4000
LINN KARIK inot 3) recently serviced 600
LINN KARK 3 exdbve 300
MARANTZ (DS00SE black baxsl 250
HAMNTT (D7 d edon 3500 IN S00M
MO DSTE 150
MARANTZ (DI ILE rare hd edton, eflecovely 2 one box verson of the odl2 , boxed 1500 750
MEMDUN 200 samport 380
MERIDIAN 207 (D PLAYENUINE PRE 150 400
MENDUN 2068 deia sgma version b1
MERIDIAN 203 DAC. boxed 150
HERIOWAN 508 20 BT WITH REMOE 950
MEROUN 208, 209 boxed, of playaree 1500 500
MICROHEGA DRIVE TWO transport 350
MISSION PCM 7000 ancent cf playe: m 100
HUSIAL FIDELTY X-DAC { nox 24 by 100
MUSKAL FIDELITY E624 24 BT, BOXD 850 3%
NAKAMICH DRAGON (D AND DA, boed another awesre Set &0 nB
PINK TRIANGLE ORDINAL dac 18 bit ke 400
o &0 350
RESQLUTION AUDK) (D50 4x 20 bit dacs twin toroed trarnshormers computer controlied stepped
attenuator volume control | year old  boxed 1500
SHANUNG T100 arary vabve of player, rave USA reviews , s has up sampling
{0 2496de) and a volume ol 1650
SONY SS5ES old tvgh end playe’ 11 150
STAX TALENT DK Ll 400
TEAC YADSI0 o player excelent L1} 400
TEAC T1/1.04 tramportt redodked dock 2 and tany mairs able) and mascheg dac 0
TECHMICS SLP1200 asc verson 300
TECHNIG SLPSTO of plays qe wih 150
THETA PRO BAIC 34 dx 50 1200
TRICHORD TRANSPORT AND PULSAR ONE DAC wih ps) and upgraded th cscons 2800 1000
TUBE TECHMOLOGY FUSION vahe of plays m 100
WADW 644 DK 1250
WADIA 8 tramport and 644 dac very wvous 10000 750
VALVE AMPS
AR TIGHT AT 80 wan power amp, mint boxad new e m 3500
ART AUDIG CONCERTO 1t on 0
AUDIBLE ILLUSIONS MODULLS 3 with john curl gokd e board B0 1200
A0 PESENCH LS8 k| e pre 800 N SO0%
AUDX0 RESEARCH (58 mi remote fine pre 1100 in so0n
AJDI RESEARCH YT 140 monoblods boued 9000 3%
AUDIG RESEARCH REF PHOMO another one black front, mine boxal L] 3150
MUK RESEARCH SP9 pre with mc phonostage, very gl 150
MK} RESEARCH (57 bored 05
A0 RESEANCH 12 e el pre m 1000
AUDICN SILYER NIGHTS one of the bt pars made,with new vae art crbon anode 300 2250 1250
AUDICH STIRUMG phono stage 3%
AUGION SILYER NIGHTS early pr 00
AUDION APOLLOS, sighe ended wp of the range bl eciton s o0 3000
BEAD BBAIOO e mtegrared, fudy , 50 wats per channel good buy 150 300
BEARD P35 power dmr smooh he nurd 450
BEARD PSO power amp excellent sound 500
BORDER PATICL XIB avp. - ] 1400
CARY 3008 SE SIGWATURE. MONOBLOCKS boxed s 2500
CONCORDANT EXCELSIOR pre with phono and vive g 150 600
CONNAD {OHMSON PYB preamp. With phono boxed m 600
CONRAD |GHNSON PREMIER 2 pre amp with phono. very wide reh sard 0] 1100
CONRAD JOHNSON PREMER 10 e pre ot snAl, the weighs 23 much 25 most
pawer amps, very it b 30 1500
CONRAD JOHNSON PREMEN §1a power amp 85 wass. 13 months superb bored BD 000
CONMD JOHNSON PREMER 7B with phona, 2 box reberence qualty preamp ] 3500
CONRAD JOHNSON PREMIER § m step up with muvistors 400
R DEVELOPMENTS CALYPSO. great ittle valve integraied 12 wats per channel , ex demo.boxel 350
CROFT SUPERMICRO oid bewge colous , excelent e and phoro vabe pranp m
CROFT SUPER HICRO OLD STYLE UPGRADED TO epch B
CROFT SUPER MICR0 A mk) 35
CROFT SENES 3 OTL powes amp beaukd midrange with new set of output vabves
prefers hegh impedance speakes 150
CROFT SENES S power anp 00
(MOFT EPOCH DELLOE pre mahogany roweh poncsage and gapey i ol coupling caps, booed 1000 5§78
CROFT APPARITION OTL power amp, mahogany fumt , bored 1] ns
EDISON HEA 12 power amp, 12 watts per channel #4845 get i p 00
GAMMA SPACE REFERENCE, 3008, WITH NEW 3008 5000 1500
HBC BEASTIE 211 smgle ended amp, great sound the bast one 1500
LEAX STEREQ 20, grear vintage low powered amp, ¢ you @t alord 2 bt but want 10 try vabves strt her 300
LUMLEY (Y1 vave preamp ne level chvome, very bad bIOK SOUND 0 650
LDOWN anp much modded. carbon fibre s, lawame: ressions, tngy o e 6550 o 2000+ 1000
MATSE PR wilh phono 0 H0nron
MELOS 333 two box pre e great dynamics,baxet ] 1300

PARTNOGE 8771 ccore single ended output translomers, upgrade that se 300 amp, satsfacton puaranteed
320 par 28 we sel 2 ot of these & Hong Kong, I wel you now postage w HX & 65 GBP

QUAD 15 excellent resprayed set with kaée VAOB 100

QUAD 1§ specal anniversary edition gold plated set with certibcate ong boas & an 3500
TRLDGY 901 preamp with phono L] 400
UNISON RESEARCH SIMPLY TWO ine integrated,(more wood) boxed 600
UNISON RESEARCH SIMPLY FOURgreat midrange ltaban style with wooden bies boxe) 1% 900
UNISON RESEARCH FEATHER ONE/POWER 35 pre/power,(yes wood on these 100) boxet 1300

WELBORNE LABS APOLLO 2 20 watt single ended wvS2b output vabves beavpil musical instruments, sk © see
photos factory upgraded with black gates, etc 20 wats single: endedwith 2 sets of dilerent output vabes 3000
LOUDSPEAKERS
AD SOUTICE , piano black with asstom sk stands, open balle desgn, easy drive superb 0
AUMTE LNEA, grear e sons Gber bk ale, woukd make 2 gret upgrade om mirera amutrs 2500
ARCAYDIS speakers rosewoad boxed, neat lide floorstandens, wk fendf 400
ATC ACTIVE 50, oider version, rasewood, boxad O] 0
AUDIO PHYSKS TENPO o vervon.back, with Essex dgrtal corection unit that s between transport and dac
and ghes impresie b ") %

750
1000

u
AVALON AVATAR k| in magle speakers, e damoge © tp & 150
CASTLE HARLECHS, neat oonstanders with top fnng mad range ke howard but saler L 500
CELLO SERAPHIMS active speakens, piano black par st foed with 100 pounds worth of brand
new Dymaudio esotar tweeters, wh e alls 190 4000
DALl GRAND (QUPE. rosewood.great speaker wih dynaudio dive it 50 1000
HALES (ONCEPT § boxed.cherry 3 way sealed box 100kg each , these have low b L) 2500
HEYBKOOK SEXTETS mk| upgraded with mk] specbass unit, ribbon tweeters. boxel 150 550
IHPULSE K7 ke horn kaded foor stndens NEDUCED 300
LINN JEOSA  cherry boxel 35
LINN KABERS black pasive with lostone stands 80
LUMLEY 3.5 Boorstanders, rice and elfoent used 1o be recommended by arot. borel 550
MENDUAN M3 actve speakess ik 300
HISSION 754 freedomms, boved premium prima veraicak) finsh, last version  boxed 1] T00
NAIM INTROS boxed, usual osp sound fom mam,
wad probably sound quee good weh 2 par of Quat s 0 DY
OPEM (ALLAS GOLD 50 AN e
PHC stand mounters, mit & rew w 500
PROA RESPOWEE 2 , bladk. e had some good sounds out of these (1 50
QUAD SL 57 bronze par, SERWCED.rebulkt bt unis audhotranslormers/ crossos 600 par
QUAD £51 57 bronze par sound excdne o -
REFERENCE 34 mm Da (po gloss black 92dBAwatt sensitvity D50 1250 boxed
ROGERS AB1 ebony subwooles bart type 1] 400
ROGEKS 153/ no grille dotts. early bbe monitor forerume o e bl 200
RUARK CRUSADERS  walnt boxed, work ncely i room cormes 5o 100
SOMUS FABER CONCERTDS, waknut boxed 650
TANNOY T22S wih glass ops. dd concme wh dby pili
TANNOT G abress repro par in wanut weh mahed par 15” ek 5000 or poids 400
Tannoy chesors MKI, VERY Good pair with reconed drive uns 5
TOTEM MODEL |, minc baxed rosewood.miex monitors 13%0 800
UK OLUS GXD L1 )23
VIENKA ACOUSTICS BACH very smart smal oonstanders fnshed in beech  boxed 3 v 10 00
TUNERS, CASSETTE DECKS, REEL-TO-REEL
AN G52 e deck 2 avaible m 100
AUDIO REFINEMENTS complete tuner saber [} 3%
CIRYS TUNER MATCHES CYRYS TWR, bael 100
LEAK TROUGHUINE I STEREQ legendary tuner checked over by ardes 10
LEAK TROUGHLINE 3 with whiteley dbe deodsr, 1 0
LUXHAN T8¢ 150
HARANTZ spectrum analyser/graphe m 50
HARNTZ K72 scratch noise: suppressor, poor cosmetx condetion w 100
NO 4S5 e 100
NAAICH BXI25e cassete deck s
NAKAMICH B2 cassette deck. st serviend 128
NAKAMICH! [X430 cassetre deck st serviod 150
NNMOH 530 dal capran 3 head mer machre 50
NAKAMICH! TRTRACER 1000 serious beaste serviced with sere mand 500
PANASONIC ST 2700 siver analoge wres bmdm 15
PIONEER F9) nuner exceflent 250
PONEER P8 btk 6w 100
PONEER F301 NS wrer ] 6
PIONEER OYNAMIC PROCESSOR ( exand ) MG 0
QAD P2 vae sered 130
QUAD FIG et 140
QUAD NG et 00
REYOX (36 2 vack gh speed 300
O 8L ORETTE 5 wah 10 tpss 150
STUDIO {2 DECODERS AVAILABLE FOR YOLR TRCUGHLME TUNER 65
TEAC 60305 casvetie dek EXCELLENT 250
TEAC Y5000 et deck 3 head, Al Gpstan L 150
TEOMG ELSSETTE 7500 rare olectons e with 10 ecasets, 00
TECHNICS RSBS6S cassite dedk , good budget deck recommended m L]
TECHNICS ST SR sdver analogue tuner LWMARM 20
WHITELEY vabee stereo decoder for your troughine, utkses same output sage 2 in mono troughie Il but in
S0 ad ompac saugh © i 0 yor vougtie 200 frd or DY sled) 175
TRANSISTOR AMPS
ALCHEMET GENKIS monobloda 800
ALCHEMIST THE ALCHEMIST  serious stereo power amp, o designed by Tm de Paravacint
s and black 250w per crael a 2000
ARCAM ALPHA 10 inegrated amp remote, boad s
ARCAM ALPHA 9 incegraed 300
NOWAPRY perp %0
AUDIO ANALOGUE BELLINI/DONIZETT)  pre amp NOT REMOTE. boxet 600
AUDION plarum Inbng , vabe ryat stage . mosie ouput, remone corwoled reegraed arp a5 1500 800
BARTOLOMEQ 51140 hakan power amp, very dean and punchy recormmended 1590 500
BGW 202 pre amp and mc stage 100
BOW TECHNOLOGY. Wazoo XL styksh wtegrated amp, ltes 75 watt version bowed 50 150
BRYSTON 0.5 preamp. about Kallway through the umal 20 yer gararee 300
OMENDE ADD Al MO = 10
CHORD $PM 1000 black boxet m 150
(RIMSON 620 stereo pows amp 0
OIS OHE sy, bored ']
Nt prarp, et sed bt weh s 3 boards e oy 300
DPA DSP200/P pre AND POWER avp neat e detaded sounding m
EC AUDIO FINESTRA  preamp. TOM EVANS desgned exlrt sard 10 550
ELECTROCONPANIET 45 e pre babanced and remote, boxed m 100
EXPOSURE XYW e weh phona,  Late arger b ] 500
GRYPHON HEAD AMP. dual mono with 2 power supphes. ampliles ¥om mc 1o mm level
goid fnsh, with impedance matchng plugt and owners manual 150 150
HAFLER DHI107220  pre, POWER with tone controls 200 WATTS 300
HARION KAKDON CTTATION 11 pre/ 12 DELUXE powes amp, with wooden sieeves, bom the lory days 3%
KELWN LABS 2 on pre wath phovy m 2501350
KENWOOD M2 200watt power amp fwih volure arwal) 300
KENWOOD KAFT 1030 integaned amp tisk L)
IRELL KRO pre: Latest version, boxed 3500 1650
NELL G 000 3500
KRELL KPB 250MC mint monotiods 14000 8000
KAELL KAS 2 KRELL AUDIO STANDARD,ex boxed. pst serviced by abs sounds 20,000 8000
LFD (51 e preary 1000 450
LfD PR L] 800
L0 PO 350
UINN 1100 boxed 3
LINN KA (upgraded with brliant inchudes phonostage m 700
LINN KOUT  power amp 1000
LINX YEGA 75 watts per channel powss amp 2 stk 200 each
LUXMAN L 80-¥ miegemd amp and L 38¥ TUNER 300 pasr
LUXMAN LIOG-  110wams per channel cost over 500 paurds i 1979, tagy 250
LUXMAN U120 power amp sher froned 120 watts per darvel 250
LUKAN 0350 pre bored 100
LN 308 megramd amp rece with wooden casewak 0
MARANTZ MAJ4 monoblocks, 1200
MERIDUN 201 pre/605 monoblocks boud m 1100
HETTNER MUSEATEX STR-55 class 2 50 warter Canadianiike maple syrup, commended 1500 500

METAAS CHAREMA PREAMP 18 500
MICHEL ALECTO MIQ monoblods  boxel 1350
MOEL GO HR e pre 139 50
MOTH 100 WATT MONOBLOGKS 30
MBGA FOELTY AI001 amp 1500
HUSICAL FIOELITY A1 specal edion 200 ONLY MADE 400
HUSICAL FIDELITY P13 pe. deomt phoncsage ad e cra 300
MEOL AOENY THE PREAP/ DR THOMS 30
NAIM 62/90 new style boxed 450
NI PS03 dim b 0
N Il me 500
N Q e weh e oo o %0
KAM NACSZIVNAP 140 mant boxed o g 600
At phono boards 323 mx avatable 10 pounds/par
N (0 e 2 D
NAM rac 315, home made psu ENAP 250 old style 900
NEW. A01 power amp 20 wars dass A Nebon P b 50
ORELLE P1400  prowtype monahiods 200 wats pey dramvel 00 pa
PASS LABS O monobloda dass A single ended 75 wats , vave ke mdrange and top alied with some bass
g oas o 3150
PHK TRANGLE PIP pre amp boxe! 500
PINK TRANGLE PP TWO preamp, mm and me, one box version, boxed tick %
PUNIUS 8200 meegrated amp with phonostage boxel 0 1250
PLINILS 8100 meegramed amp re level 1500 0
QD 33303 good cnden 150
QUAD 33/FMI/AM3 in wooden sieeve with 303 power amp, quad sered 500
QUAD 405 MK) §00 watts of pows
QUAD 306 GREY YEXY GOOD WITH PHONOS x5 180
ROTEL AC995 pre with phono boxel m 350
ROTEL MW RHC 10 passive pre, sorasch on front panel boxet 3
S NG CELESTE mergramed amp, wh phoro 150 00
SONY Th £240 black iveegramed amp 8
SONY ESPAT TN 88 preamp. . it boxed loy 0
TALK ELECTRONICS HURRICANE 3P/TORNADO 3P pre/powes boxed weh mroe .11 900
THRESHOLD (AS 2 100 want per channel maset powsr amp 500
UNSON RESEARCH UNKD  integraied amp 750 MINT BOXED 16 MEW 500
YAMARA F2200 prokessonal series power amp 200 watts pev hannellg and heavy
wih grab tandis nd wi e 350
Y8A 2 pre/power Syean old , with o phono stage very dean and bt and detaded, and treble
recing good qualty ] 10
TURNTABLES,ARMS, CARTRIDGES
ALPHASON HR10S ARM 300
APHELION plnth” Betrers™  NEW DESG- sobd ahogany o bah 450
APHELION PLINTHS IN STOOX RING
AUDIO INNOYATIONS 1000 mx step up transiormer 200
GANMARD 401 in behrers hardwood pinth with orgin ive sher arm 1000
GARRARD 401 in APHELION PLINTH cherry with sre 30052 am 450
GOLDRING 1000 range moving magness zali 50120
GOLDRING EXELmovng cof rebuk by Yohd 250
GRYPHON HEAD AMP, dual mono with 2 power supphes, amplifes from mc o mm levet
goid fnsh, with wmpedance matchng phugs and owners manual 1500 10
HELIUS ORION audhanote wired boral
JIMBER PB) ARM LEAD TO HIT LINN/SHE- suiable mc artnidges
1. 4} L] 50
LINK AXTTO arm with upgraded arm lead 150
LINN ITTOK LAY shes 300
UNN LPI2 back with 2 speed heybrook psu, bask am 400
UNN LP12 black with vahhakta, drass, TTOK (W 800
LINN LP12 dbromosia with bngo, orias ok (VI 1050
LINN TROIKA DECENT (ONOITION 30
LUXMAN PO300 /sme 3 dassx deck with vacum suckdown 400
ML 50 e phovo sage ns
HICKO SEIN mu5000 theead drve with two ams. 12° Fideey msasch and e HEC am 3000
HOTH freqa Bce) 0 with ol (D200 arm and 2 carip %
NOTTINGHAN ANALOGUE TRACER 2 & TRACER 3 mm cartndges now avadable for home dem
strongly recommended they out perform some expensive mowy @b 310 and 47§
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE CARBON FIBRE SPACE ARM ey verson 300
NOTTINGHAM AMALOGUE  THE FOOT o 500
OMCLE DELPHI MXI  with Ongn ve siber taper b 1000

ORGIN LYE  MOTOR UPGRADES in stk ring for detads

ONGIN LIVE The SLYER ARM, recommended, § have audroned thes and ind it very articutate over the whole re-
quency range 500 AND decert trade in grven on your old arm

ONGIN LIVE ENCOUNTER  thew new arm. pst replaced the mega Swer taper, more bass exension and

al round improvement over The Sher 850 deort Tak 1 g an your od am

ONGN LNVE SILVER TAPER one of fe bt baxch made retad 5 POA
ORTOFON MQ00O sarp wp trassiormer 350
OUTRAGEQUS JAPANESE HANOHADE UNIPIYOT ARM makes an SHE ¥ lock e 2 dnkang straw

f the Tiani was buk ke s X wouldnt have sunkc NOT-4 REPEAT- NOT SUNTABLE FOR SUSPENDED
TURNTABLES a pink wiangle would weep 2t the st of & The Arm i a medl man- sk b phoes 1000
P TRANGLE PT 7Otk 30
PINK TRANGLE EXPORT wth 300 500 m so0n
PINK TRIANGLE LPT/h 300/atocS o bd 300
PINK TRANGLE annirversary beay, new tp ple and sprngs , black 1000
PROKCT 6 turntable/arm,ORTOFON HCIS SUPER(new carsps 300
Rega am WITH INCOGTTO NBIE Y
NEGH 0D am 100
REGA RB&00 2m with onigm lve counterweght mod s
REGA COUNTERWEIGHT MODIFICATON W n b 50
REGA AR HEIGHT ADIUSTER (INCOGNTTD B b worldwide
ROIGAN XERXES with xps 2, and rewsred alphason xeon am |, Hak ah 500
ROTEL PHONO STAZE 10 8
ROTEL RP300/SME 3009 MPROYED, real 70s kotsch wooden phinch, direct dve and an sme am 150
9% PE 111 12§
TECHNIC SLI300  turntable, diect drive pah e o 158
TRON e swp wp 200
VAN DEN HULL LTD £DMON (OUBK cw 0 75m¥ output MYRILEWOOD 5 3000
VAN DEN HUUL GRASSHOPPER IV GLA specal handbudt by 2 YH masched 1 sme ¥, 1 1500
YAN DEN RULL Q2 hogh outpue( 25mv) movg oo, beauskl sound very ighe b 00
YR HWI16.5 RECORD dearng machie new/ex dm 4501420
P v 9" am specd e st vemn 650
YP SCOUT eurnaable weh [MW 9" arm  amanng vakue, forget fe proek 1200 New

CABLES

NORDOST RED DAWN spk cable 2.5m and 45m odd length par 500
NORDOST SALYER DAWN siver shadow 0.6m dgal mesconnect 125
EMPORIWIRE our own cable. shes plaed ravcormecs wah god phoro phigy 35 par
EFOWEE do dn © phov 3
EMPORMWIRE 4 PIN 4N TO 4 PN O tr qaaf 3
EFONME Wtk o & moim  16m I
EMPORIWIRE loudspeaker bk Sm st wih bararu ey L]
CARDAS 99.999% pure s dwn sl for playg wh 5 per mee
CARDAS 99999% pure sher ik salf s real men 16 per meve




IAN HARRISON HI-F] re.: 0128 702875

HIFI AT DISCOUNT PRICES. FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 9am- 9pm

SALE NOW ON!  reuocsn
camies s

OPTIMUM STAX
DENON SENNHEISER 20l
SHURE APOLESIGN— Sony =y
AUDIO TECHNICA  'SOUND STYLE  aap0 PHOND STAGES |
GOLDRING SOUND AUDIO-
SUMIKO ORGANISATION TECHNICA TRICHORD
s Aol T VT
CREEK
FOUATON ey R 7-:5C A1/ peb
g%ﬁgg” CECCA gLaCK RHODIUM SONY ggf( —
ey TRANSPARENT PANASONIC TOM EVANS
VAN DEN HUL (e ARa LN CASSETTE DECKS
ORTOFON QED LDUDSPEAKERS
RESON ORTOFON PIONEER SONY
CLEAR AUDIO NORDOST TEAC HARBETH
KOETSU il e SR gﬁLBI’I?/SAigOK
AUDIO DENON EPOS
TONEARMS TURNTABLES | MINY DISCS W AMPLIFIERS
MICHELL DENON
o CLEARAUDIO  DEnEA HALCRO
¢ AUDIO NOTE MOTH
MOTH CAT
CLEAR AUDIO CD PLAYERS TUNERS AG{\S%JT
HADCOCK SONY SONY EAR
DENON DENON
Hiti News Cartridge Alignment Gauge £5 Audio Technica Stylus
Hifi News Test Record & Cleaning Fluld £5
Alignment Gauge £15 Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record
Shure SFG/2 Tracking Force Gauge  £25 Cleaning Brush £14 |
SLEASE PHO S CONFIRM PR 2 AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERIR
00DS ARE BRAND & BOXED WITH FULL U,
O D OR D N 00D O R MPOR 00D AR O
P D O 0 OR 0 ATALOGU P PHO
Audio &
“ D Cinema
L -
Experience

Unique specialists in Hi-Fi, A/V
& custom installation

For Sale - Used/New

JM Lab Micro Utopias (ebony) £ 2295
Boston 10X (4 units) satellites (black) £795
Audio Note TT1 turntable & arm £395
(no cartridge)
NHT Audio Centre 2 reference (piano black)  £395
TDL Studio 1 with plinth (black ash) £295
Parasound CDP1000 CD player £295
Kinshaw Overture Power Amplifier £275
TEAC AG-D9300 A/V receiver/processor £225
Audioquest Cobalt 2 x 2.5m, 1 x 1.5m £200
JRT Audio Ref speakers & stands (oak) £195
Musical Fidelity X 24K DAC £4155
Kinshaw Overture DAC £145
Denon TU-380RD reference tuner £85
Frameworks isolation platform £45

g 01209 613700

E: info@goingonlitd.co.uk

W www.goingonltd.co.uk

Studios 5, 11& 12, Bosleake R/W
Bosleake, Redruth, Cornwall TR15 3YG

www.lii-fiworld.co.uk

diverse vinyl

10 charles st newport south wales np20 1ju
01633 259661/256261 sales@diversevinyl.com

New for January 2003 and beyond:

Bob Log lil Log Bomb

Bonnie Prince Billy Master And Everyone
Bright Eyes The Story Is In The Soit
Calexico Feast Of Wire
Clearlake Cedars

Kid Loco Another Late Night
Loose Fur Loose Fur

Massive Attack 100th Window
Nick Cave & Bad Seeds Nocturama

Reef Together (Best Of)
Santana The Shamen

Sea And Cake 1 Bedroom
Teenage Fanclub The Best Of

Tosca Delhi 9
(Call For Prices And Release Dates)

In stock now:

808 State Outpost Transmission £11.90
Cave In Tides Of Tomorrow £8.90
Common Electric Circus £17.90
Future Sound Of London Amorphous Androgyn £16.90
India Arie Voyage To India £15.90
Jimmy Eat World Bleed American £15.90
Kevin Yost Hypnotic Progression £14.90
Lewis Parker It's All Happening Now £18.90
Roots Phrenology £17.90
S Tone Inc Sobrenatural £13.90
Various Future Sounds Of Jazz 8 £13.90

Latest Reissues
Brian Auger with Julie Driscoll & Trinity

Definitely What / Closer To It / Open / Befour £14.90
The Mood Years 1965-1969 (2LP) / Streetnoise (2LP) £22.90
Gabor Szabo Gypsy 66 (Speakers Corner) £19.90
Jackson C Frank Blues Ran The Game £14.90
Jeff Buckiey Songs To No One (with Gary Lucas) £14.90
Jimi Hendrix Blues 2LP (Classic Records) £41.90
John Mayall Blues From Laurel Canyon £16.90
Laura Cantrell When The Roses Bloom £16.90
Miles Davis Relaxin/ Cookin/ Steamin (OJC) each £9.90
New Colony Six Breakthrough £15.90
Sun Ra Hours After/Reflections In Blue £12.90
Tim Buckley Blue Afternoon £14.90
Various Top Deck Ska Box (8x7" singles)  £22.90
Pearl Jam Riot Act £17.90
Tom Petty The Last DJ £19.90

DISCO ANTI STAT LP CLEANER

Probably the most economical LP cleaning device on
the market
Only £41.95

Call for details
Call for a catalogue of over 3500
brand new LPs or visit

www.diversevinyl.com
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We are best known for our single-ended 3008 power amplifiers and power supply upgrades for
valve amplifiers, but did you know that we suipply complete systems, new and used equipment,
and components? We also provide support and ¢
For full information visit www.b

passion, grace & fire

erpattol.

rvicing for Audio Innovations valve produicts.
et or ring 01273 276716,

www.borderpatrol.net

Selected products from:
BorderPatrol e Living Voice  SME e Audio Note e Cartridge Man e Goldring
Western Electric e Electrofluidics

BorderPatrol Brighton UK

Tel/Fax +44 (0)1273 276716
e-mail: bp@borderpatrol.net
www.borderpatrol.net

BorderPafrol

NE[RO) Reproduction

Used equipment for sale
Amplifiers

Arcam 10 Power Amp

£395

ARAGON 4004 MkIl with matching Preamp and PSU

.may spit

£1,195

Audio Innovations Series 500 25W Class A Integrated Amp

with Phono Stage
Audiolab 8000 SX
Audiolab 8000C pre amp
Audiolab 8000M
Audionote M1 Valve Pre Amp with Phonostage and
Outboard PSU
Audio Research VT100 Mkil
Audio Research Remote Integrated Amp CAS0
Cary SLP94 Valve Preamp with Outboard PSU and
Stagef£835
opland CSAB Integrated Amp as new

Cnmson 610 pre amp
Croft Super Micro Il with GT Audio Upgrade
Cyrus | integrated Amp {Last Version of this Model)
EAR 834P Valve Phono Amp
EAR 834L Valve Line Stage
Krell 300i Integrated Amp (Final Highest Version
of this Model)
Linn Kicut Power Amp
Linn Preamp and Digital Processor (New £4500)
Lumley 120 Mono Blocks 120 Watts per channel
{Revalved with GE Valves)
Meridian 505M Monoblocks ....Mint
Meridian 557 Stereo Power Amp
Musical Fidelity P180 Power Amp with choke
regulated power supply
NAD Siverline Power Amp
Pioneer A400 Integrated Amp
Quad 303 Power Amp
Quad 77 Pre and Power Amp
Quid 77 Int Amp grey/blue fimish
Quind 44 pre - o\d style
Sony TA/FBS30R Integrated Amp with remote
Sugen A48 Integrated Amp
Tube Technology Genesis Monoblocks 100Watts

revalved

Turntables

Dras Turntable ...Polished Steet

Fons CQ30 with Missicn 774 tonearm 78rpm facity
Pink Tnangle LPT with Tabrnz ZI Arm

(Superb Condition)

Rega Planar 3 original

SME V Tonearm boxed

System Deck IIX turntable ..UPGRADE YOUR
REGA from

£595
£425
£150
£395

£475
£2,300
£1,795
Phono

£595
£95
£295
£95
£235
£275

£1,595
£995
£1.,495

£1,495
£1,195
£1,095

£495
£995
£175
£195
£595
£275
£195
£195

£95

£1,350
£550
£250
£495
£125
£995

£150

Speakers

B&W CDM2 SE Speakers £250
Elac Jet 310i with Stands..Boxed £550
JBL Tl 2k boxed unopened new £1600 £995
KEF RDM One Monttor Series Bookshelf Speakers  £395
Linn Index Speakers

Linn Isobarik Loudspeakers (Mint Condrtion) £195
Mission 780 Speakers £695
Misston 751 Bookshelf Speakers £225
Mission 753 Rosewood Speakers boxed £350
Mission 700 Bookshelf Speakers £95
Musical Fidelty MC2 Bookshelf Speakers £195
Neat Critique rosewood finish speakers £350
QLN Splithield Signatures £895
Rogers LS33 with AB 33 new £600 £275
Solstice Advanced Acoustic Design open baffle

design speakers with Outboard Crossovers and
stands...new £1000's? £495

Snell Type K Speakers - Kimber Silver Wired
(Boxed Mint)

Spendor BC1 Speakers

Tannoy D100 Bookshelf Speakers

Tannoy R3 Floorstanding Speakers

LD Piayers, DACs

Audiolab 8000 CD Player

2 CD Player

arch CDT1 Transport

Marantz CD63 top loading CD Player
Mendian 207 CD wrth Preamp

Micromega Jun:or CD Player Stage 3

Pink Tnange De Capo DAC with 1307 Fiter

£165

Pioneer PDS 703 CD Player

Quad 77 CD Player £395
Rotel RCD 9658X CD Player (Fitted with Black

Gate Caps as standard) £175

Rotel RCD 991 (Heavy Weight CD Piayer) -€900 new £475

Teac VRDS10 £450
Tuners,Reel to Reel, Cassette Deck, misc

Quad FM3 Tuner (Boxed Mint) £145
Rotel RT930 AX Tuner £95
Revox G36 Open Reel Mint £395

£395

£50

Tascam 22/2 Open Reel

Leak Troughline Tuner 3 varous ...from
Due in

Focal Audio M13VX Dnve Unrts as used in Wilson Speakers
Rogers LS3/5 Speakers 15 Ohm

Selected products from; ATC,Audio Physic, EAR Yoshino,

Nottingham Analogue, Dynavector.
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New Showroom & Dem rooms now open

28a Haddington Place Edinburgh EH7 4AF Phone/Fax 0131 558 9989

Open 11,00am - 5.30pm - closed Monday & Sunday

WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE NEW BEAUHORN B2 HORN
LOUDSPEAKERS IDEAL FOR LOVY POWERED SINGLE ENDED VALVE AMPS
ALSO DEMONSTRATING THE NEW GRAHAM SLEE PROJECTS RANGE OF
AFFORDABLE PHONOSTAGES

Now stocking Sonneteer’s new Bronte product range including
digital amp from £800 and matching CD player
transformers madified input stage with the addition of

/ & extra signal valve which has allowed an increase 10

I5watt of single ended power. also the 869 can be used as a
power amp. Don't be fooled by it<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>