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The most important development And the box it
in sound reproduction for years. comes in,

oiLzsTIon

The Faraday ring may look insignificant. But it's this tiny component that gives the A Series its huge dynamic range.
By counteracting rising impedance in the voice coil, it aliows more power into the tweeter. And with
more power going in, you get more power out.
Even the highest frequencies sing out loud and clear, making the A Series the ideal speakers for

the faithful reproduction of today’s digital music and film recordings

The Faraday ring is just one of many small, but vitally important components that make 1
the new A Series so special. And there’s only one place good enough for it. The beautiful box

we putitin.
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Celestion Industries Inc., 89 Doug Brown Way, Holliston, MA 01476, USA. Tel: 508 429 6706. Fax: 508 429 2426
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aybe it's luck, maybe it's
the alignment of Jupiter
and Mars; whatever the

reason, this issue has been one of
those rare months that brings
together a couple of pieces of
equipment which stand head and
shoulders above the competition. Not
only that, but these components
sound as though they were made to
work together.

As [ mentioned in June's column,
Panasonic’s DVD-A350 CD and
DVD player is one of a growing
group that are ushering in 24-bit
96kHz capability and bridging the
gap between single-format and
multi-format replay machines. Most
importantly for audiophiles though
is the "A350’s fluid and musical way
with CDs and 24/96 discs. It has an
uncanny knack of laying open the
emotional content of recordings,
unlike most CD-only gear.

Panasonic’s parent company,
Matsushita, is a huge organisation
with the finances to sustain major
Research and Development budgets
that lead to products like the *A350.
Vadis, manufacturer of the S15
output-transformerless valve amp, is
a British operation right at the other
end of the scale. And yet here too
innovative design has borne fruit
with one of the best valve amps
we've heard.

JON MARKS

The £2350 S15’s freedom from the
constraints of an output transformer
gives it a fantastically atmospheric,
detailed and involving presentation.
And in spite of yielding only
15watts when it’s going hell for
leather, into sensitive, 8ohm
loudspeakers the Vadis sounds
surprisingly powerful.

Sitting snugly between the
Panasonic and Vadis is a small black
box from another British company,
Creck Audio. Their remote-
controlled OBH-12 passive pre-amp
made a bit of an impression on Leo
Lam - its clarity and lack of
coloration have earned it the status
of a high-end bargain at £200.

All you need to complete this
systent is a pair of loudspeakers that
will do justice to what precedes
them. Jamo’s Concert 8s fit the bill
nicely.

This Month’s World _

In spite of their 4ohm load and
preference for plentiful current, the
Jamos and the S15 were a marriage
made, if not in heaven, then at least
nearby. Together they sung with a
rare transparency and involvement.

Of course, to get the most from
any system you have to feed it a diet
of decent music. Audiophile
pressings are a fine way to nourish
your hi-fi, as we found with JVC’s
new series of XRCD (Extended
Resolution) discs. The buffs at the
Japan Victor Company have lavished
extra care on the mastering and
manufacturing process to make the
signal chain as transparent as
possible. This involved going
through various combinations of
equipment, connections and power
supplies. The end product is a very
clear, natural sound from CD with
enjoyable extra welly in the bottom
end compared to standard discs.

Play an audiophile recording like
an XRCD through the system above
and you could well be shocked at
how convincing the music sounds.
Which is good news for recorded-
music lovers everywhere, as the cost
of truly realistic reproduction keeps
falling. Mind you, with the total bill
for the DVD-A350, OBH-12, 515
and Jamos adding up to £4750,
there’s still plenty of scope for more
budget advances!

HOW WE TEST THE PRODUCTS WORLD VERDICT

® Hi-Fi World has its own
advanced test laboratory and
acoustically treated listening
room. No other hi-fi magazine
has the benefit of such facilities.

@® Hi-Fi World has a dedicated
in-house team of experienced
listeners, and uses selected

freelance professionals. We review thoroughly by extensive
auditioning, rather than by quick-fire group listening tests.

® Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs a wide range of
products in-house. No other hi-fi magazine is so expert and

dedicated.

HI-FI WORLD

OUTSTANDING - Superb
sound, something we’d use
ourselves.

N N N

GOOD - Has strong merit.
Well worth an audition.

ADEQUATE - Mediocre in
several areas. May be worth
auditioning.

POOR - Seriously flawed.
Not worth considering.
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Amplifiers

20... VADIS S15 OUTPUT
TRANSFORMERLESS VALVE AMP
Valve power amps that don’t possess output
lransformers are almost as rare as unicorns.

Vadis join a select group with their 515.

31... ARCAM ALPHA 10
INTEGRATED AND 10 POWER
Dominic Todd goes bi-amping with Arcam'’s

Alpha 10 amplifier twins.

37... CAMBRIDGE

A1 Mkl INTEGRATED

How low can your budget go beiore you run
into sonic difficulties? Leo Lam reckons £100 is

still audiophile territory with the A1 MKkIII.

39... CREEK OBH-12 PASSIVE
PRE-AMP

Taking the minimalist pre-amp approach to the
max means a potentiometer in a box. Cue

Creek’s remote-control OBH-12.

Compact Disc

15... PANASONIC DVD-A350
24-bit 96kHz meets DVD video meets CD in
Panasonic’s new £700 ‘A350, and the results

are a revelation. Jon Marks was there.

57... DENON DCD-1550AR
Denon’s latest £350 foray into the CD field
boasts a 20-bit DAC and Alpha Processing.

65... MERIDIAN 508.24
An update to 24-bit conversion marks out

Meridian’s new incarnation of the 508 player.

Vinyl

29... TRANSFIGURATION SPIRIT
MC CARTRIDGE

£1000 for a cartridge is a hefty sum, but one to

check out is Transfiguration’s Spirit.

Loudspeakers

13... HEYBROOK OCTET

The £1800 Oclets mixes Audax’s unique piezo-
electric tweeter and carbon-fibre-coned

mid/bass drivers. Jon Marks whets his appetite.

3... CASTLE SEVERN 11
Carbon fibre puts in another appearance with

Castle’s Severn 1l floor standers.
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and suspended tweeter in Mission’s high-tech
771,

53... KENWOOD LS90UK
Kenwood aren’t renowned as loudspeaker
manufacturers, but these little UK-tweaked
stand mounters show they’re no strangers to

transducers,

Features
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David Price polishes his stylus with a batch of

audiophile vinyl re-issues,
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Jon Marks finds out how specialist CD
pressings fare in the sound-quality stakes with
JVC’s new XRCD releases.

78... DIAMOND VS DIAMOND
Andrew Harrison puts a vintage MkIV
Diamond up against the modern 7.1 to find out

how far budget boxes have come in a decade.
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With a little time and copper sheet, Jon Marks

explains how you can get more from your hi-fi,
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Are you unhappy with your system but don’t

know what to do? Take a look at these pages
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explains how those black boxes work? Don’t
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KEF Reference Series authorised dealers:

Bath Paul Green

Beckenham Musical images
Belfast Lyric Hi Fi

Bishop Stortford The Audio File
Bloxwich The Sound Academy
Bournemouth Sutton’s
Bristol Radford Hi Fi

Bristol Audio Excellence
Cardiff Audio Excelience
Cheltenham Sevenoaks
Chester Audio Excellance
Congleton Hi Fi Showrooms
Coventry Frank Harvey Hi Fi
Croydon Spaldings
Edgbaston Music Matlers

01225 316197
0181 663 3777
01232 381296
01279 506576
01922 473499
01202 555512
0117 942B247

0117 9264975

01222 22B565
01242 241171

01244 345576
01260 288017
01263 526200
0181 654 1231
0121 429 2811

O SERIES COMPRISING THE 015, 035, OS5, 085,

The best
things in life
cost quite a
bit, actually.

Music is one of life’s great pleasures. But like caviar and
Champagne, the best never comes cheap.

Take KEF’s legendary Reference Series. We set out to create
loudspeakers of unrivalled acoustic transparency - and in the
pursuit of perfection, price is a secondary consideration.

Nothing is allowed to compromise the purity of the recorded
signal. High-order crossovers are computer matched for seamless
integration. Internal wiring is oxygen-free copper, soldered by
hand. The baffles are mineral filled and contoured to minimise
edge diffractions. And before it leaves the craftsmen who build
it, every loudspeaker is rigorously tested against a calibrated
laboratory reference system.

Hence the flawless response. The astonishing lucidity. The
consummate musicality. Technical supremacy in a Savile Row suit.

Actually, they don’t seem expensive at all.
Y; M P

@(q‘é/‘eﬂce Jerces

Exeter Radford Hi Fi

Guildford P J H Fi

Huddersfield Huddersfield Hi Fi
Hull Zen Audio

Kings Lynn Mariins Hi Fi
Leamington Leamingten Hi Fi Company
Liverpool Better Hi Fi

London Hi Fi Experience

London KJ Leisuresound

London Musical /mages

London The Listening Fooms
Maidstone Unile: Sound & Vision
Nelson Wilkinsons Hi Fi

New Malden Unilet Sound & Vision
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Lintone
Norwich Martins Hi Fi

01392 218865
01483 504801
01484 544668
01482 587397
01553 761683
01926 888644
0151 227 5007
0171 580 3535
0171 486 8262
0171 497 1346
0171 244 7750
01622 676703
01282 612901
0181 942 9567
0191 460 0999
01603 627010

Nottingham Nottingham Hi Fi
Peterborough The Hi Fi Company
Portsmouth Jeffries

Reading Sevenoaks
Rhos-on-Sea Electrotrader

St. Albans W. Darby & Co.

St. Leonards Adams & Jarrett
Sheffield Audio Images
Shrewsbury Creative Audio
Slough Frasers

Solihull Music Matters
Southampton Hampshire Audio
Tunbridge Wells Sounds of Music
Watford Acoustic Arts

Witham Sevenoaks

Worthing Phase 3

Sponsors of HI talk music

01159 786919

01733 897697
01705 663604
0118 9597768

01492 548932
01727 850961

01424 437165
01142 737893
01743 241924
01753 520244
0121 742 0254
01703 252827
01892 547003
01923 233011

01376 501733
01903 245577

AND KEF AND UNIC, a8 HRIS TETa] dBADERZGTD | UNIQ PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2238020 US PAT. NO 5548657 WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING

THCT KEF AUDIO (UK LMITED, DEP1 HFW24 FREEPOST MA1332. ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL. MAIDSTONE, KENT ME 15 68R TELEPHONE (01622) 672261 WEBSITE hiip/www kel com
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35 WATTS FROM UNISON RESEARCH combination, known as the Feather One and Power 35, both
Two new amplifiers have been announced by the Italian styled in the matt black and Cherry wood that graces UR’s
company Unison Research. These are a valve pre and power components.

The Power 35 produces 35watts from a
pair of EL34s working in push-pull to give
what the importers UKD describe as a lush,
liquid and transparent sound.

The Feather One pre-amplifier takes its
power directly from the "35 and features, for
the first time from Unison Research, remote
control capability. It will relieve you of £890
with remote control and £795 without, while
the Power 35 costs £1525.

UKD

23 Richings Way,
lver,

Bucks. SLO 9DA
Tel: 01753 652669

TUNING IN TO AMPLIFICATION
To complement the DCD-1550AR CD player
reviewed in this issue, Denon have now released a
partnering integrated amplifier and FM/AM tuner.
The PMA-1500 amplifier has a dual-mono layout
with two transformers in the power supply that
allows it to double its 70watts into §ohms to
140watts with 4ohms. ‘Ultra High Current’ MOS

devices are used in the output stage and hooked up

to large bi-wire 'speaker terminals. a dot-matrix screen. The price of the tuner is £249.99 and the
Record players are catered for with an on-board phono PMA-1500 amplifier £499.99.

stage able to take both MM and MC cartridges. This 14kg

amplifier even sports bass and treble tone controls, although Denon

these can be by-passed with the Source Direct switching Chiltern Hill,

facility. Chalfont St Peter,
For airwave listeners there is the TU-1500RD tuner. A Gerrards Cross,

tuning wheel allows easy manual scanning, while up to 40 Bucks. SL9 9UG

stations can be preset in the memory. To enhance audio Tel: 01753 888447

performance provision has been made to tailor
the RF and IF stages’ settings on each preset. For
example, RF Attenuation can be selected to
counter too strong a signal, while IF Bandwidth
is adjustable to allow for the best sound when
faced with weak and overlapping stations. The
TU-1500RD also has full RDS and EON
capability with text information scrolling across

ON THE MOVE Barry

dpa digital Itd, children of the lower-case generation, have S. Glamorgan
moved from St Mellons in Cardifi to: CF63 2NP

81 Dobbins Road, Tel: 01446 747288
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AVS-Series MicroSystem
Home theater is all about putting the “big” sound of
the movies into a relatively small viewing room.
So the objective of our design engineers has
always been two-fold - to maximise
speaker performance while
minimizing
speaker size.

(AUDIO 1
ILLUSION

| 23 Langley Broom
| Langley
I Berkshire SL3 SNB

\ TEL: 01753 542761 FAX: 01753 772532‘

Now, from the minds at Mirage, comes the
all-new AVS-Series MicroSystem — a
perfectly balanced blend of front and

rear surround satellite speakers and
matching center channel,

that is winning rave
reviews both for
the power of its
performance and
the compactness

of its componentry.

SOUND

CONNECTIONS
TEL / FAX : 0151 348 1988

E-mail : sound.connections@dial.pipex.com

MAIL ORDER SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY HI-FI ACCESSCRIES

The importance of
cables and accessories
is often overlooked when
purchasing a hi-fi system.
It is very eas}/ to be
sceptical about cables.
. because of their apparent
" high cost or insubstantial
appearance, but they

available for home trial

~can play a major part in
achieving the full potential
from ycur system.

The Superb range of Reference cables are

We offer a popular HOME TRIAL. SERVICE which
enables you to evaluate cables in your own system,
therefore ensuring you purchase the right cable.

PLEASE TEL / FAX / E-MAIL FOR OUR LATEST PRODUCT AND PRICE LIST
VAN DEN HUL ® DNM RESON ® SONICLINK @ NORDOST ® CHORD €O
xL0 ® AuDIO QUEST @ KIMBER @ SENNHEISER ® STAX @ ORTOFON
LAT @ suMiko @ LYRA @ MICHELL @ STANDS UNIQUE @ TARGET
SOUNDSTYLE @ TOWNSHEND ® 1x0s @ MUSICAL FIDELITY

52 Green Lane ® Great Sutton ® South Wirrnall ® Cheshire ® L66 4LE

ORANGES
&
LEMONS

Juicy fruit from London’s freshest
hi-fi / home cinema retailer.

Free home installation + credit cards,
0% credit finance available
(subject to status).
ARCAM, B&W, CABLETALK,
CASTLE, CHORD CO, DENON,
EPOS, KEF, MARANTZ,
MICROMEGA, NAD, NAIM, NEAT,
QUAD, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL,
ROYD, RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE,
STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA

Now in our fourth phenomenal year
THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO RETAILER

0171-924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, CLAPHAM, SWI1
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A new magazine aimed at the trade and public was
announced at the recent April AGM of the British
Federation of Audio (BFA). The magazine, to be called the
British Audio Journal, will be disseminated on both the
Internet, with up-to-date news available to all who log on,
and additionally as a trade-only publication on old-
fashioned paper. '

HELLO GOODBYE, LINN
AMPLIFIERS

Linn’s old stalwart power amp, the LK100,
is being phased out after seven years’
service, to be replaced with two new
models to suit different applications.

First there is the £475 LK85, rated at
62watts/channel into 8 ohms and 85watts
with 4ohm loads. Then there is the £750
LK140, providing 95watts and
140watts/channel into - ohms and 4chms
respectively.

Both stereo amps are treated to the same style boxwork
as their LK100 antecedent, although internal changes

include the use of high-density surface-mount components.

Active electronic crossover boaras are now being made

Irade Winds __

The Journal will receive its official launch at this year’s
Renaissance show in September, while the web site should
be accessible shortly before. The site can be found at
britishaudiojournal.com, and e-mail enquiries can be
addressed now to ian@britishaudiojournal.

British Audio Journal
Tel: 0181 949 9156

for the Linn range of loudspeakers (including the AV
series), These can easily be fitted to the LK85 and LK140,
and adjustment is simple thanks to the rotary tuning switch
on the amps’ back panels.

BARE NAKED RADIO

If you count yourself a friend of the environment and like
to make your commitment clear, you'll be pleased to know
BayGen Power’s Freeplay wind-up radio is now available
with translucent casework. And if too much cranking
leaves you tired, the see-through models offer stress relief
in the form of a solar panel to power the radio while the
sun shines,

Baygen, Tel: 0800 731 3052

SOUND IN SURREY

Micromega now have a new UK distributer, Surey
Sounds, who have been looking after the marque in this
country since December last year. They can be contacted
at:

HI-FI WORLD

TN Automatic signal sensing allows for remote
on/off switching, and protection circuitry will
also shut down the amps when overdriven or
overheated.

Linn Products
Floors Road,
Waterfoot,
Glasgow

G76 OEP

Tel: 0141 307 7777

32 Enterprise House,
44-46 Terrace Road,
Walton-On-Thames,
Surrey KT12 2SD
Tel: 01932 2
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NS The Difference between night.........

N

Elemental Audio’s Reference support
range.

From the luxurious marble
agglomerate shelving to the unique
closed atmosphere 100% tubular
construction, our supports look, feel
and perform like no others.

February’s Hi-Fi World
concluded...” The Monoplinth
outstripped all the other platforms
here in every respect”. From
lightning quick bass to

unbrightened grainless and Introducing the Monoplinth

powerful treble coupled with a The latest in the reference series - used primarily as a

midrange that has “an addictive
purity to it”, our designs lend an air of refinement, of poise
and assuredness, and a deftness which belies their mass,
making listening a very pleasurable and extending experience.

For more information incl. availability, custom orders and

level of our new breathtaking
modular stacking system, the
plinth represents the height of
our no-compromise designs: a
single shelf solution for

designs, and free friendly advice: equipment and also floor
CALL standing speakers.
Tel: 01840 211045 Fax/Data: 01840 211056 Z&o Elemet:lol

Highfield Rd., Camelford. CORNWALL. PL329RA  \ Audio (group tested Feb98 Hi-Fi World)

SOMETHING FOR THE WEEKEND SIR?

Then why not build yourself a pair of high quality loudspeakers in only two days.

Why buy ordinary mass produced speakers from
your local high street hi-fi dealer, when you could
build your own loudspeakers for 1/4 of the price
with out any loss of sound quality.

You will also have the satisfaction of knowing
that these speakers were uniquely hand built by
yourself.

All our kits utilise the highest quality components
and have factory machined flat pack cabinets.
This means that anyone can build an excellent
sounding pair of loudspeakers to be proud of.

For the faint hearted we can supply all our kits as
fully finished items hand built by Neil, Shaun and
Terry - NOT BY ROBOTS!

o
Phone today for your free catalogue giving details of WllmSlow

our full range of DIY kits and accessories. —— e —_— : P '
Audio -

50 Main Street Broughton Astley Leicester LE9 6RD Tel: +44 01455 286603 Fax: +44 01455 286605
Email: wilmslow.audio@dial.pipex.com
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GOING STRAIGHT

The Straight Wire machinery toils on to bring out yet
another level of interconnect and loudspeaker cables. Level
Four comprises four interconnects and six ‘speaker cables.
Three of the interconnects, the Solo, Virtuoso Gold and
Viruoso Platinum, feature “Certified Coated Silver/Copper”

TDL BREAK THE ATOM
The Nucleus 3 is TDL’s latest
transducer arrival. This £199.95
‘speaker stands on the floor, unlike
its near relation, the Nucleus 2
monitor.

The two-way '3 relies on the
same 130mm doped-paper cone and
19mm soft-dome tweeter as the “2,
the drivers linked by a second-order
bi-wire crossover at 3kHz. To the
rear of the 20kg, 750mm tall
enclosure lies a tapered reflex-
loading port. Claimed response is

DENON DVD-3000 DVD/CD
PLAYER

Based on Panasonic’s DVD-A350,
which went down a storm last month,
the £700 DVD-3000 boasts a different
fascia and stiffer base-plate for

improved sonics.

S.A.V. PLINTHS

FOR GARRARD 301/401

Most Garrard plinths are a good bet as
far as mass goes but lose out on looks.
Hoping to combine the best of both
worlds is S.A.V.’s new £200 plinth for

HI-FI WORLD

Irade Winds _

conductors arranged co-axially. Prices run from £319.99 to

CSE

Tockwith,

IN NEXT MONTH'’S ISSUE

the famous Garrards and the classic
Thorens TD124.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

X-A200 MONOBLOCS

These massive power amps boast the
same circuil topology as the mighty
£2500 A1001 integrated but come in
individual left and right cylindrical

cases and cost a mere £1000.

ANTHEM
PRE 1P PHONO STAGE

Sonic Frontiers’ ‘budget’ brand

copper is certified.

York YOS5 8QF
Tel: 01423 359054

£449.99 for 1m pairs. Those with more capacious wallets
should look to the Crescendo, an ultra-low-resistance

interconnect with an “advanced helix” design. Again, the

For 'speakers Straight Wire have the Waveguide at
£1.75/m, Waveguide 3.0 at £2.99/m, Duo at £2.99/m,
Rhythm bi-wire at £5.99/m, Quartet bi-wire at £7.99/m
and the Stage bi-wire at £9.99/m.

For the passing of signals other than analogue,
Straight Wire have announced five more video and
three more digital cables. Prices range from £15.99 to
£300 for 1 metre.

Centre Park Holdings,

40Hz to 20kHz with an 89dB sensitivity.

Domestically compatible finishes
available are Black Ash, Rosewood and
Cherry. Inveterate tweakers will also
enjoy the opportunity to mass-ioad the
Nucleus 3s’ lower chamber with sand or
lead shot.

TDL Electronics
PO Box 98,

High Wycombe,
Buckinghamshire
HP10 9SH

Tel: 01628 850111

continues to grow apace with the
addition of the £900 Pre 1P. This all-
valve MM/MC phono stage uses two
69225 and two 12AT7s with separate
regulation for each channel.

AUDIOVECTOR M1
SIGNATURE LOUDSPEAKERS
King of the stand mounters from
Danish firm Audiovector is the £1450
M1 Signature. The list of goodies
includes a bipolar tweeter and a
mineral-loaded polypropylene

mid/bass cone.

JULY 1998 n
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THE CARBON FIBRE SPECIALISTS

ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THEIR NEW RANGE OF

CARBON FIBRE SKINNED HONEYCOMB SHELVES
FOR USE IN MOST POPULAR RANGES OF EQUIPMENT RACKS

These shelves are a direct replacement for the MDF or chipboard items usually supplied with many of the
budget priced equipment racks and will reduce the amount of ambient vibration reaching your hi-fi
components. Each shelf is constructed from a quaisi-isotropic laminate of high performance Carbon Fibre
bonded either side of aerospace grade aluminium honeycomb. The panels are available in a standard size
of 360 mm by 460 mm or you can simply measure your existing shelves and we will supply you with direct

replacements.

STANDARD SHELVES, (360 mm by 460 mm) £99.00 Each.
CARTRIDGE TRACKING ANGLE ERROR CALCULATOR

This programme runs as a simple file in either Microsoft Excel™ or Lotus 123™ and allows the user to

calculate cartridge tracking errors for different arm geometries. It is an essential tool for those wishing to
build their own arms or to check the alignment of their current arm/cartridge combination. Errors are

displayed both numerically and graphically allowing quick and easy optimisation of any arm geometry.
Supplied on 3.5 inch floppy at £5.99.

LINN SONDEK COMPOSITE CHASSIS AND ARM BOARD AT £129.00
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE

CETECH AUDIO. 109, HANDS ROAD HEANOR DERBYSHIRE. DE75 7HB. TEL: 01773 712503

SOUND

MUSIC

The Alternative Hi-Fi Shop
Come and hear why

93-95 Nantwich Road

Crewe
Tel: 01270 - 214143

AKG, AVI, ALCHEMIST, B.C.D., BLUEPRINT, CHORD CO, DYNAUDIO, DEVA,
DYNAVECTOR, ELECTROCOMPANIET, KEF, LINN, LOEWE SYSTEMS, LEXICON,
MYRYAD, MICHELL, NORDOST, ORTOFON, PROJECT, PROJEKT STANDS, T & A,




At last, Audax’s gold-dome, piezo-electric tweeter has made
it into a British loudspeaker. Jon Marks meets Heybrook’s Octets.

the earth move musically when

you listen to your favourite
recordings, but it can’t hope to do
this without well-engineered
loudspeaker drive units to move
some air. Drivers come in a range
of different flavours, each with its
own appeal - electrostatic, panel,
dome, cone, ribbon and ionic to
name some of the better known.
One modus operandi which was,
until a few years ago, confined to
PA gear is piezo electric.

What makes piezo electric an
attractive driver proposition for
tweeters is that the moving mass
involved is minuscule compared to
normal dome types, which means
faster, cleaner transients and less
distortion. The difficulty lies in
wringing a flat enough response for
hi-fi use from the piezo-electric
element - the response curves for
most cheap piezo tweeters looks
like a cross-section through a
mountain range thanks to
resonances in their paper
diaphragms. As regular readers will
know, we have long championed
Audax’s HD-3P gold-dome piezo-
electric tweeter because it succeeds
here where others have failed.

Once Audax had come up with
a workable design for the HD-3P,
the next hurdle to overcome was
the price, which has finally
dropped to levels where
manufacturers can afford to include
it in loudspeakers costing less than
£2000. Cue Heybrook and their
new £1800 Octet floor standers.

I t's a hi-fi system’s job to make

THE TECHNOLOGY

Heybrook have done a lot of
shopping at Audax - the French
company also produce the Aerogel
midrange and carbon-fibre bass
units. Mike Jewitt, the designer, has
these latter modified to his own
specifications though. With the
woofers, this means a new magnet
assembly, voice coil, pole piece
and spider. Only chassis, cone and
surround of the original remain
unchanged. On the tweeter
crossover, again everything except
the matching transformers has been

HI-Fl WORLD

changed - the resistors are I e
high-power metal films rather | ‘ n g
than wirewounds, and the M
capacitors are ICW "
polypropylenes. Only the
midrange units are as standard, |
although these are hand
picked to ensure close pair I
matching.

Where the two 6.5in.
woofers fire back into the
volume of the main cabinet
(hewn from and braced with
high-density particle board),
the 5in. midrange is segregated
in a dedicated ceramic
enclosure. Minimising
vibrational interaction here are
the enclosure’s decoupling |
rubber mounts, although the
midrange itself is still bolted to
the front baffle, as is the
tweeter.

With the reflex-tuning port |
located on the front, the only
break in the rear panel is for
the BFA bi-wire terminals.
Thankfully, Heybrook provide
a pack of matching BFA
connectors so you can modify
your existing loudspeaker
cables ta fit. A brief peek
inside revealed all the
crossover components bar the
tweeter’s (which come on
Audax’s own PCB) hard-wired ‘
together and glued securely to
the back of the binding tray. i

Readying the Octets for
action is as simple as screwing
in the mini stands supplied
and tightening the spikes. To
put the Heybrooks’ high-tech
drivers to the test, we relied on
the Panasonic DVD-A350 and
Denon DVD-3000 DVD
players as well as a Pink
Triangle Litaural. Amplification
consisted of Musical Fidelity’s
A1001 integrated and Vadis’
S15 valve amp, with cabling
from van den Hul, Pentacone,
Kimber and Roksan.
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upper frequencies had an audible
lack of distortion. Compared ta
most moving-coil domes, the
HD-3P had an unmatched purity,
speed and tonal colour. This can
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SOUND QUALITY

With Eric Bibb and Needed Times’
Good Stuff supplying the signal and
that Audax tweeter on treble duty,




—Review

HEYBROOK OCTET CABINET

TWEET R
AP RT RE

PLASTIZOTE
GASKET

MIDRANGE UNIT
APERTURE

BITUMEN
DAMPING PAD

LONG HAIR
WOOL

BASS UNIT
APERTURE

LOW'Q' CERAMIC ENCLOSURE

GASKET

ACOUSTICALLY DE-COUPLED CERAMIC ENCLOSURE DETAIL

Heybrook Octet £1800
Heybrook

Clemo Road,

Liskard,

Cornwall

PL14 3NH

Tel: 01579 342866

WORLD VERDICT

The Octets are
smooth, sweet
and easy-going
but prefer simple
acoustic music to

Rock

Measured Performance

see pl11

take a while to get used to - as Mike

Jewitt observed, when they hear the
Audax for the first time, many
listeners comment that the treble
output is too low. Measure the
Octets though, and you’ll find a
very even response that shows no
droop in high frequencies. This
‘lack of volume’ as a result of low
distortion affects some amps too -
relatively large amounts of odd-
order distortion produce a louder
perceived sound.

Moving down the driver array
and staying with Eric Bibb and Co
highlighted a ‘cuppy’ coloration on
vocals, especially on sparser tracks
like ‘Saucer And Cup’. A number of
other CDs where subtle detail and
acoustic cues have been captured
for posterity confirmed that Aerogel
midrange wasn’t delivering in these
respects, where it normally does so
well.
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Thus began a series of
conversations with Heybrook as to
altering the damping of the
midrange enclosure. Interim
experiments included reducing the
amount of wool, removing it
altogether, and fixing Deflex panels
to the rear of the enclosure. Finally,
Mike settled on a 6in. by 7in. pad
of inch-thick polyester wadding, as
well as 0.25mH of inductance
instead of 0.35mH in the crossover,
which added sparkle and offered
better integration between
midrange and tweeter. From a
measurement point of view this
might not have been ideal, but it
brought the required spaciousness
and detail. A few extra colorations
on acoustic guitar (where some
notes were emphasised) was the
small price to pay for this step
forward.

The bottom octaves benefited

MID ENCLOSURE
FIXING SPACER

PLASITZOTE

from the midrange changes
too, with double-bass
enjoying new speed and
focus where before it had
been slightly sluggish. This
instrument gave the
Heybrooks a chance to
show how low they could
go, with an attractively
weighty rendition. Only on
more densely orchestrated
tracks (on this CD and
Stravinsky's Firebird) did a
little muddle and transient
smearing set in.

The revamped Octets
were happiest relaying
music like Oscar Castro-
Neves’ Tropical Heart, the
acoustic guitar and light
percussion of this Latin
XRCD from JVC rich in
tonal colour and harmonics.
Sound staging, which is
particularly vivid on
XRCDs, had the depth and
width necessary to
construct a three-
dimensional depiction of
the venue and musicians,
although the Heybrooks
couldn’t equal the self-
effacing clarity of the Jamo
Concert 8s. With imaging,
the latter also managed
tighter focus and more
accurate location, but you'd
expect a stand mounter to
win out here.

The gentle softening of leading
edges and box thrum on bass notes
gives these floor standers a mellow
balance which doesn’t really gel
with up-beat, high-energy Dance
and Rock tracks. The Chemical
Brothers, Sound Garden and D)
Cher all had their characteristic
drive, pace and slam diluted and
transmuted into something more
musically relaxed and less
invigorating.

If you're a fan of the mellifluous
who listens to the laid-back side of
neutral and doesn’t crave absolute
clarity, the Octets could well fill
your loudspeaker prescription. Tilt
your taste towards detail, dynamics
and true transparency though, and
they’re less likely to hit the target
next to offerings like Jamo’s
fractionally pricier Concert 11 floor
standers at £2000@

RUBBER SEAL

HI-FI WORLD



he Chinese have a curse reserved for those who

have committed particularly heinous offences -

“May you live in interesting times.” Whife I've
only ever heard this phrase levelled at traffic wardens in
the past, “interesting times” are certainly what the world
or hi-fi is going through at present. Luckilv for
audiophiles, this happens to be much mare of a blessing
than a curse.

DVD, variously known as Digital Video Disc or
Digital Versatile Disc, was, as the name implies,
ariginally intended purely for home cineastes. Groups
like the Association for the Renaissance of Audio though
have been pushing for DVD’s adoption as the music
carrier for one potential successor to CD, 24-bit
resolution 96kHz-sampled Pulse Code Modulatian
recordings.

The result is a slew of machines like Panasonic’s
DVD-A350, which will play 24-bit/96kHz audio discs
alongside normal CDs and DVD V deos. So why is this
‘a blessing”? Because the sort of technology that allows
you to replay entire films from a small slab of
polycarbonate can do some impressive things for sound
quality.

HI-FI WORLD

TECHNOLOGY

“Integrated circuit” doesr't really do the Panasonic’s
constituent parts justice - there are some very, very Large
Scale Integrated (LSI) chips on the eight PCBs. The
biggest of these sits towards the back of the decoder
board NMN67750 (who needs acronyms when you've
numbers like that?) is basically Video Central, including
as it does an MPEG2 video decoder, video DAC, MPEG2
and Dolby Digital surround decoders. Then there’s
MN102L25ZN2F, a system Control IC, and
ANB8825NFHQ which deals with laser tracking and
focus. Doing DAC duty are three Burr-Brown PCM
1716ts, which produce suround, centre, subwoofer and
front (also stereo) channels. These are surrounded by
hair-thin PCB tracks and some of the smallest S-M caps
and resistors around.

Neot many S-M comporents are renowned for their
sonic attributes, so Panasanic have added a sprinkling of
audio-grade caps, including Elna Cerafines.

SOUND QUALITY
Playing John Lee Hooke”’s Boom Boom, the DVD-A350
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Review

To the right of the sturdy
transport is the main power
supply board, to the left and

rear the various audio and

video processing circuits.

had more law-down, dirty grunt than a subterranean pig
farm on slop-out day. I've gotten out of the habit of
listening to this album on CD as most of the 44.1kHz
machinery which has passed through our listening room
has made a rather feeble stab at the bass drive and raw,
sandpapery lyrics that make up the John Lee Hooker
experience. Without these two items in place, the Blues
starts to sound more like the lifeless tunes wafting across
the aisles in your local supermarket; it lacks life,
emotion. The DVD-A350 by contrast made music, not
mush, of JLH. This was living, breathing, grizzly
heartache underpinned by bass with real smack and
speed. This was, in short, not what you’d normally
expect from CD.

Benefits accrue for lovers of slightly more electronic
persuasions too. Again, another disc not to have tweaked
my lobes for many a moon is ‘Setting Sun’ by the
Chemical Brothers. The reasons for my abstinence here
are the same as above, plus ropy production which ties
most CD players in knots. This time it was a case of,
"Pass me something dodgy to imbibe and tie me to the
sofa for safety.” Feeding a Musical Fidelity A1001
integrated and Origin Live Sovereign/lJamo Concert 8
loudspeakers, the Panasonic doled out massive slabs of
taut, deep and fast bass that propelled this number along
with manic haste.

This control and speed are what differentiate the
DVD-A350 from most CD-only players. It holds the
music in a tight enough grip to give it all the support it
needs without squashing the vitality out of it. Compare
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the Pink Triangle Litaural and Meridian 508.24, for
example. Both are fine CD-only spinners, but both sound
dynamically sluggish and blurred next to the Panasonic.
They're less musical as well. Where the PT, and to a
slightly lesser extent the 508.24, score is in lusher tonal
colour and a marginally smoother midrange.

The sign of a truly competent all-round component is
weedling the best out of any recordings. Well, as you
might have predicted, the Panasonic does that too.
Reference Recordings’ HDCD encoding of Stravinsky’s
Firebird was beautifully open and involving with the
help of a Ringmat Statmat.

The DVD-A350 isn’t perfect - strings could, at times,
sound a touch metallic and bright, as could flute, but
these small transgressions pale into insignificance beside
the fact that this player is so enjoyable to listen to. There
was a plethora of musical expressions which normally
get lost on their way through a DAC which the
Panasonic gave the kid-glove treatment. This extended to
sound staging too, although the boundaries here could
have stretched further out in an ideal world.

As a reviewer you become accustomed to second-
guessing your recordings - you know what will happen
and when. It’s a rare component that will play your
favourite reviewing tunes and keep you on the edge of
your seat all the way through, as the Panasonic does.

If you're a stickler for hole-picking, you could cite as
negatives the "A350’s slight brightness (largely
remediable by correct cable choice) and slow disc
access time (caused by the dual-focus pick-up head).

HI-FI WORLD




There’s also a remote as attractive as a wart-hog’s
backside and skimpy build. But for £700, a player as
musical as this is a radical improvement on the vast
majority of CD-only players.

To be frank, the DVD-A350’s competitors come not
in the form of CD-only players but rather other DVD/CD
machines. With their smooth, quiet transports and
advanced electronics, the best of these address a lot of
the problems which hold CD replay back. And what
makes equipment like the ‘A350 such an enticing
prospect is that it will not only handle any DVD Video
discs you might buy, but it’s ready for 24-bit 96kHz
recordings too. Slip one of the new 24/96 discs into it
and you'll find out just how much better than CD these
can be,

DISC-O TIME!

With our treasured Classic Records 24/96 sampler
supplying the digits, the Panasonic’s output took a
massive step forward. Musicality was still the order of the
day, only much more so - rhythmically and expressively
the ‘A350 in 24/96 mode just leaves CD for dead. It was
the same storv in all other departments as well.

Dynamically, the higher sampling rate was much
more natural - faster and less compressed. And it dug up
a shedload more ambience and subtlety. The differences
were highlighted when identical tracks on 24/96 and
16/44.1 were played side-by-side. Switching from the
former to the latter squashed dynamics, discarded detail
and flattened the acoustic.

SPIN DOCTOR

Surely, you might be thinking, one very good reason for
buying a 24/96 DVD player is that you can use its digital
output to feed compatible DACs, like DPA’s $X512, in
the future. I'm afraid your hopes will be left in tatters -
the “A350 has a sampling down-convertor on its optical
and SPDIF electrical co-ax outputs. This turns 96kHz into
48kHz. Digital transmitters and receivers that can handle
the higher data rate are available though - Crystal for one
offer suitable double-speed (96kHz being double DAT’s
48kHz sampling rate) ICs.

The Panasonic is similarly unco-operative when it
comes to CD-Recordable replay. While the standards set
for CD-only players stipulate that they must be able to
deal with Finalised CD-Rs and their lower reflectivity, the
same isn’t true for DVD. This looks like a missed
opportunity, as CD-R is growing in popularity rapidly
thanks to falling disc and recorder prices. Still, with pre-
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recorded CDs, the ‘A350 makes a fine transport.

With a Kimber DV-30 co-axial interconnect linking
the Panasonic’s digital output to the input on PT’s Da
Capo and Midiman’s Flying Cow convertors, sweet
music was once more the result. However, it looks like
the lion’s share of the credit for the ‘A350’s performance
as a single-box unit goes to the electronics. Capable
though the Panasonic is as a transport (it’s certainly the
equal of many dedicated disc-spinners at around £1200)
it lost a lot of the bass speed and slam it had shown with
its own DAC. Treble and midrange were better, with a
clean, solid and detailed sound. Overall though, it’s
probably advisable to stick to the Panasonic package
rather than splicing in a different DAC.

WINNING STREAK

Panasonic’s DVD-A350 is one of a growing number of
multi-disc players which look likely to usurp CD-only
machines. The best of solely-CD machines at about
£2000 do have a greater tonal scope and are free from
the slightly hard, metallic edge to the Panasonic’s sound,
but they lag in almost every other respect and cost three
times as much. And of course, modified audiophile DVD
players from smaller hi-fi manufacturers will be along
soon, as will a much larger variety of 24/96 discs. Here's
to a future so bright you’ll have to wear shades!e

On the Panasonic’s rear
panel is a mix of sockets -
phonos for audio and SPDIF
digital outputs (as well as a
Toslink), Scart for mixed
audio and video and, finally,
S-Video.

Panasonic DVD-A350
£699.99

Panasonic
Willoughby Road,
Bracknell,

Berks. RG12 4PF
Tel: 01344 862444

The "A350

wipes out

the CD-only
competition at the

price and threatens
players at up to
£2000, which
better

it only in

tonal colour.

The dual-focus pick-up allows the DVD-A350 to read double-layer DVDs. Measured Performance
see p111
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- 31 Branches

Nationwide

At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you will
find a wide range cf
products on show with the
emphasis on quality
combined with unbeatable
value for money.

Everything in stock is on
display and available for
audition in our dedicated
Hi Fi and Home Cinema
demonstration rooms.

Our friendly and
experienced staff wll be
happy to assist you through
every step of your purchase
and will, when appropriate,
deliver and install your
equipment to ensure total
listening satisfaction.

Sevenoaks Hi Fi -
there is no better
place to buy.

UK
TOP TEN

CD Albums
only £9.99 each

Participating branches only.
Offer subject to availability.
Personal callers only. E&OE.

@Q D
[ DEALER
BA[)A WE ONLY SELL PRJENCTS FOR WHICH

T sy anbind i sy WE ARE AUTHORIEED DEALERS

31 SEVENOAKS HI Fl BRANCHES NATIONWIDE

.SEVENOAKS
01732 459555
109-113 London Road

.ABERDEEN
01224 587070
491 Union Street

.BEDFORD
01234 272779
29-31 St Peters Street

.BIRMINGHAM
0121 233 2977
12 Queensway Arches,
Livery Street

.BRIGHTON
01273 733338
55 Preston Street

BRISTOL

0117 974 3727

92B White Ladies Road,
Clifton

@ BROMLEY opening late june
0181 290 1988

39a East Street

.BURY ST EDMUNDS
01284 753776
47 Churchgate Street

.CARDIFF
01222 472899
104-106 Albany Road

CARLISLE

01228 590775

3 Earls Lane

(Next to Bus Depot)

.CHELSEA
0171 352 9466
403 Kings Road, SWI0

CHELTENHAM
01242 241171
24 Pittville Street

CROYDON
0181 665 1203
373 London Road

ENFIELD
0181 342 1973
7 Genotin Road

.ESSEX
01376 501733
| The Grove Centre, _
Witham ot

.GUILDFORD
01483 536666
73b North Street

e °
=1

+

oS

-

=

Mail Order 01732 458985

@HULL opening mid June

01482 618 202
I Saville Street

@ KiNGSTON
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY)
0181 547 0717
43 Fife Road

@ Leeos

0113 245 2775
112 Yicar Lane

@ MAIDSTONE
01622 686366
96 Week Street

@ NEWCASTLE
0191 221 2320
19 Newgate Street

@ norwicH
01603 767605
29/29A St Giles Street

OXFORD

(OPEN SUNDAY)
01865 241773
41 St Clements

@ PETERBOROUGH
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY)
01733 897697
36 Park Road

@ PRESTON
01772 825777
40-4] Lune Street

READING
0118 959 7768
3 & 4 Kingswalk

@ SHEFFIELD
0114 255 5861
Old Sheffield Savings
Bank, 635 Queens Rd,
Heeley

@ s0UTHAMPTON
01703 337770
33 London Road

@ TUNBRIDGE WELLS
01892 531543
28-30 St Johns Road

. WATFORD
(OPEN SUNDAY)
01923 213533
478 St Albans Road

. WORCESTER
01905 612929
2 Reindeer Court

NAIM AUDIO NOW AVAILABLE IN BEDFORD AND BIRMINGHAM

The renowned range of Naim Audio hi fi separates and loudspeakers is now available in

our Bedford and Birmingham branches. To experience the quality of this superb British
product please telephone Bedford 01234 272779 or Birmingham 0121 233 2977.




CD PLAYERS

Arcam Alpha 7

Arcam Alpha 8

Arcam Alpha 8SE
Audiolab 8000 CD

Cyrus DADI

Cyrus DAD3

Cywus DAD3Q

Denon DCD42S

Denon DCD635

Denon DCD825

Denon DCD1550 AR
Exposure CD

Maranz CD48

Maranz CD67II

Maranz CD67SE
Marantz CD63IK]1 Signature
Maranz CD7KI Signature
Meridian 506 20 Bit
Meridian SO8 24 Bit

Naim Audio

Picneer PDS50S Precision
Roksan Caspian

Rotel RCD930AX

Sony CDPXE310

Sony CDPXES10

€D MULTIPLAYERS
Arcam MCD

Kenwood DPR3090
Kenwood DPR7090

CD TRANSPORTS
Audiolab 8000CDM
Meridian 500

DACS

Audiolab 8000DAX 24 Bit
Meridian 566 24 Bit
Musical Fidelity X-ACT

MINI DISC/CD RECORDERS

Kenwood DM3090
Philips CDR88Q

Samy MDSJES 10

Sany MDS)ES20
CASSETTE DECKS
Denon DRMSS0
Denon DRWS580 Twin
Scny TCKE4008
Yamaha KX393
Yamaha KX580SE
TURNTABLES
Michell Gyrodec
NADS33

Project 0.5

Project |

Thorens TD280/IV
Thorens TD166/VI
TUNERS

Arcam Alpha 7
Arcam Alpha 8
Audiolab 8000T
Cyrus FM7

Denon TU260L.
D=non TU215KDS
Denon TUI500RD
Kenwood KT2080RDS
Kenwood KT3080RDS
Maranz ST48
Meridian 504

Roksan Caspian

Rotel RT935AX

INTEREST FREE

inc RB300

inc AT95E
inc RB250

£ 329.95
£ 44995
£ 599.95
£ 999.95
£ 399.95
£ 599.95
£899.95
£ 149.95
£179.95
£239.95
£349.95
£1049.95
£ 199.95
£249.95
£299.95
£399.95
£1099.95
£1099.95
£1994.95

POA.
£ 459.95
£ 39495
€ 179.95
£ 99.00
£ 109.00

£ 449.95
£ 89.00
£ 199.00

£1399.95
£1244.95

£ 999.95
£1294.95
£129.95

£ 169.00

CD Recorder £ 499.95

£ 169.00
£ 199.00

£ 159.95
£199.95
£ 129.00
£129.95
£179.00

£1019.95
£219.95
£ 159.95
£ 199.95
£ 209.95
£ 399.95

£ 229.95
£279.95
£799.95
£399.95
£119.95
€ 149.95
£249.95
£ 89.00
£ 109.00
€ 11995
£ 694.95
£594.95
£ 159.95

Sony STSES00 £ 109.00
Sony STSE700 £ 115.00
Yamaha TX480L £ 99.95
AMPLIFIERS

Arcam Alpha 7 £ 259.95
Arcam Alpha 8 £359.95
Arcam Alpha 9 £ 499.95
Arcam Alpha |0 £799.95
Audiolab 8000LX £ 469.95
Audiolab 8000A £ 499.95
Audiolab 8000S £ 699.95
Cyrus SL £399.95
Cyrus MR3 Multiroom £ 599.95
Cyrus Il i £ 599.95
Denon PMA2SOSE £ 159.95
Denon PMA350SE £ 199.95
Denon PMAIS00R £ 499.95
Exposure Super20 £ 799.95
Exposure Super|5 £ 899.95
Exposure 25 £ 999.95
John Shearne POA.
Maranz PM57 £199.95
Maranz PM66SE £229.95
Marantz PM66KI 5Signature £ 399.95
Meridian 551 £ 794.95
Naim Audio POA.
Pioneer A300R Precis.on £ 399.95
Roksan Caspian £ 694.95
Rotet RA92| £ 99.95
Rotel RA931 £ 149.95
Rotel RA97 | £ 199.95
Sony TAF248E £ 159.00
Talk Electronics Storm IL £ 499.95
Talk Electronics Storm 2L £ 649.95
PREAMPLIFIERS

Arcam Alpha 9C £ 399.95
Audiolab 8000C £579.95
Audiolab 8000PPA £ 999.95
Audiolab 8000Q £124995
Cyrus Pre £ 649.95
Exposure 13 £ 799.95
Exposure 21 £ 999.95
Meridian 501.2 £ 694.95
Meridian 502 £129495
Musical Fidelity X-Pre: £ 199.95
Naim Audio POA.
Rotel RC97 1 £ 149.95
Talk Electronics Whirlwind PSU £ 649.95
Talk Electronics Hurricane 4LP £ 899.95
Talk Electronics Hurricane 3L £ 899.95
Talk Electronics Hurricane 4L £1099.95
POWER AMPLIFIERS

Arcam Alpha 8F £ 249.95
Arcam Alpha 9P £399.95
Arcam Alpha 10P £ 599.95
Audiolab 8000SX £549.95
Audiolab 8000PX £ 849.95
Audiofab 8000MX Mono (»ach} £ 899.95
Cyrus XPA £ 299.95
Cyrus PSXR Power Supply £ 329.95
Cyrus Power £ 499.95
Exposure Super(8 £ 899.95
Exposure Super |8 Mono (pair) £1799.95
Meridian 556 £ 894.95
Meridian 557 £1399.95
Musical Fidelity X-A50 Mcno (pair) £ 499.95
Naim Audio POA.
Roksan Caspian £ 594.95
Rotel RB971 £199.95

Spread the cost of buying selected quality hi fi separates
and loudspeakers with our 0% finance terms. Up to 24

months interest free.

Written details on request. O% APR. Subject to status.

Rotel RB98I
Talk Bectronics Tornado 2

PLEASE NOTE NOT ALL PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL BRANCHES. PLEASE TELEPHONE TO VERIFY PRICE AND AVAILABILITY BEFORE TRAVELLING.

£299.95
£599.95

Talk Bectronics Tornado 4 M (pair) £1099.95

LOUDSPEAKERS (Pair)
Acoustic Energy AEI00i
Acoustic Energy AEI09
Acoustic Energy AE120
Acoustic Energy AE505
Acoustic Energy AE509
Acoustic Energy AE520

B&W DMé60!
B&W DMé602
B&wW DM603
B&W CDMISE
B&W CDM7SE
Castle Isis

Castle Kendal
Castle Severn 2
Castle Avon
Castle Harlech
Epos ESI12

Epos £522

Epos £S30
Heybrook Optima
Kef QI5

Kef Q35

Kef Q55

Kef Reference
Mission 700
Mission 701
Mission 703
Mission 704
Mission 750LE
Mission 752f
Monitor Audio Monitor 2
Monitor Audio Monitor 3
Monitor Audio Monitor 4
Monitor Audio 700PMC
Monwror Audio 703PMC
Monitor Audio 705PMC
Monitor Audio Studio 2SE
Monitor Audio Studio 12
Monitor Audio Studio 20SE
Mordaunt Short MSI0i Pearl
Mordaunt Short MS20i Pear!
Ruark Epilogue
Ruark Icon
Ruark Templar H
Ruark Sceptre
Ruark Talisman I

£ 199.95
£ 349.95
£ 49995
£ 849.95
£999.95
£1199.95
£ 199.95
£ 299.95
£ 49995
£ 599.95
£ 999.95

(Deluxe Extra}£ 249.95
(Deluxe Extra) £ 449.95
(Deluxe Extraj£ 579.95
(Deluxe Extra)£ 729.95
(Deluxe Extra) £ 879.95

£ 499.95
£1184.95
£2384.95
£259.95
£199.95
£ 349.95
£ 499.95

POA.
£ 129.95
£159.95
£299.95
£ 449.95
£249.95

(Deluxe Extra) £ 579.95

(Blky £ 299.95
(Blk) £ 399.95
(Bl £ 499.95
(Blk) £ 599.95
(Blk) £ 799.95
(Blk) £1399.95
(Bl £ 599.95
(Bl £ 999.95
(BIK) £2199.95

£ 14995

£ 19995

(Deluxe Extra) £ 239.95
(Deluxe Extra) £ 399.95
(Deluxe Extra) £ 559.95
(Deluxe Extra)£ 599.95
(Deluxe Extra)£ 799.95

Ruark Prologue One (Deluxe Extra) £ 799.95

Tannoy Mercury Ml
Tannoy Mercury M2
Tannoy Mercury M3

SYSTEMS

Denon DCI inc spks
Denon DF88 ex spks
Denon DM7 ex spks
Denon D9SW ex spks
Denon DFIQ ex spks
JvC uxDss inc spks
JVC EXTDS inc spks
Teac Ref 300 ex spks
Teac Ref 500 ex spks
Technics SCHOS inc spks
Technics SCHDS5 inc spks
Technics SCHDS8! inc spks
Yamaha CLAVID ex spks
Yarmaha AV inc spks

€ 119.95
£139.95
£229.95

£ 379.95
£ 569.95
£579.95
£ 899.95
£ 999.95
£ 299.00
£ 359.00
£ 599.95
£ 799.95
£ 359.00
£ 449.00
£ 539.00
£ 849.95
£ 649.95

DVD & LASER DISC PLAYERS

Panasonic DVDAI00 £ 349.00
Panasonic DVDA350 £ 629.00
Pioneer CLDD925 £ 489.00
Pioneer DVL909 £ 799.00
Sony DVPS315 £ 449.00
Sony DVPS715 £ 539.00
SURROUND AMPLIFIERS

Arcam AVSO £ 699.95
Sony TAVABES £ 449.00
Yamaha DSPA492 £ 199.00
Yamaha D5PA592 £ 299.00
Yamaha DSPA 1092 £ 659.00
Yamaha DSPA3090 £ 999.00
Yamaha DSPAL £1599.95
SURROUND RECEIVERS

Denon AVR 1400 £ 499.95
Denon AVR3200 £ 999.95
Kenwood KRV5090 £ 119.00
Kenwood KRV6090 £ 149.00
Kenwood KRV8090 £ 199.00
Kenwood KRV9090 £ 249.00

Kenwood KRV888D Ex Demodulator £ 399.00

Yamaha RXV392 £ 179.00
Yamaha RXV592 £ 369.00
SURROUND PROCESSORS

Cyrus AV Master £ 699.95
Denon AVD2000 £ 379.95
Meridian POA
Yamaha APDI Demodulator £ 99.95
Yamaha DSPE492 £ 24995
Yamaha DDP2AC3  Decoder £ 34995
CENTRE SPEAKERS

Acoustic Energy AEIO7C £ 149.95
B&W CCé £229.95
Kef Q95C £ 199.95
Mission 70ct £ 9995
Mission 70c2 £ 149.95
Mission 70c3 £ 199.95
Mission 75C (BIk) £ 199.00
Mordaunt Short T1000 £ 239.95
Ruark Dialogue One £ 299.95
Tannoy MC {59 55503
Yamaha NSCé0 £ 5995
Yamaha NSCI105 £ 7995
Yamaha NSCI150 £ 109.95

SURROUND SPEAKERS (Palir)

Boston PO.A
Mission 73S £ 9995
Yamaha NSE60 £ 79195
Yamaha NSEI05 £ 99.00
SUB WOOFERS

Acoustic Energy AE108S £ 299.95
Rel Q50 £374.95
Rel QI00E £ 49495
Rel Strata i £574.95
Rel Storm £ 69495
Rel Stadium It (Blk) £ 994.95
Rel Stentor Il (Blk) £1799.95
Yamaha YSTSW40 £ 139.95
Yamaha YSTSW80 £179.95
SPEAKER PACKAGES

Boston Micro 90t £ 999.95
Mission AV2i £ 249.00

Advertisement valid until at least end of
June, 1998 E&OE

PRICE POLICY

We promise some of the most competitive

prices in the UK along with first class pre and
after sales service.

Altogether an unbeatable combination!




% ne thing you'll notice about any half-decent
V" 1: valve amp is that, when the time comes to

“ move it from A to B, it has an annoying habit of
re-arranging your verteorae. What makes valve amps,
particularly those of the single-ended variety,
manoeuvre-unfriendly is the assortment of transformers
that normally sprout from their top plate. On a stereo
chassis, one in each channel steps down the power
valves’ high output impedance to match that of your
loudspeakers, while one more deals with the mains. Oh
and don’t forget the extra mass of the inductor in the
power supply.

Vadis’ S15 15watt power amp only hits two on the
metal-lump count next to the customary four, and neither
of these is an output transformer. Roger Davis, the $15's
designer, opted instead for eight PL519 valves, four per
side, in a topology (currently hush-hush due to patent

ﬂ JULY 1998

application) which gives a low enough output
impedance for direct connection to a pair of
loudspeakers.

There have been other transformer-free valve amps
Futterman, Croft and DCO designs spring to mind (see
September 1991’s reviews of the two latter amps) - but
the technical difficulties involved have often meant it’s a
case of swings and roundabouts sonically.

What makes the S15 tick are two pairs of ECC85
double triodes and the aforementioned PL519s. The
input stage (half of the first ECC85) provides most of the
necessary voltage gain. Then comes a DC servo loop
(shared between triode sections of the first and second
ECC85s) which stabilises bias conditions and permits
direct coupling to the output stage. The final ECC85
triode is configured as a cathode-follower to drive the
PL519s, which operate in class A and are capacitor-

HI-FI WORLD



coupled to the 'speaker terminals.

One thing you'll discover as soon as you've finished
leafing through the succinct manual which accompanies
the Vadis is that this is not one of those amps you can
simply switch on and forget about. It requires an
anachronistic yet appealing hands-on approach from
owners, who are called upon to nurture and care for it
through careful adjustment of the PL519s’ grid bias
voltages. This is accomplished through the four recessed
potentiometers on the front panel. Gentle tweaking here
ensures that the needles on the four bias meters stay
correctly centred and the output stage is working
optimally, which makes a perceptible difference ta the
sound.

Before
listening, the $15
benefits from a
20minute warm-
up and then a
spot of bias
resetting. This is a
routine you will
find yourself
going through
every time you
fire the Vadis up,
but far from being
a chore, it's actually reassuring - you know your
treasured amplifier is always in perfect shape. Correct
biasing ensures a long valve life too, which is good news
for your wallet, although PL519s can be had for around
£20 a piece. If all this sounds like too much rigmarole, a
more traditional valve amp might be the answer, but
you’d miss out on the rewards that the Vadis brings.

How would you expect a signal that’s side-stepping
metres of cable and acres of steel Jaminations to sound?
Clearer, more delicate, more immediate and more
transparent? Two hours or so after switch-on, the 515
will be telling you it's exactly these areas where
transformer-coupling runs out of steam.

As the manual states 8ohm loads are preferred, we
chose the 4ohm Jamo Concert 8s and a dose of
Soundgarden’s thrashy A-Sides CD to drop the Vadis in
at the deep end. Well, for an amp that’s not supposed to
be happy into low-impedance loads, the S15 dealt
almost contemptuously with track after track of dense,
Metalhead music that floors most thermionic contenders.

Bass was a touch light and loose around the edges but
still superior to what any single-endeds and most push-
pulls tease from the Jamos. On the other hand, tuning
into the midrange and treble (not portions of the
spectrum where this CD is famous for its purity) was a
shock. What the Vadis does that leaves everything else at
the price in its wake is resolve detail on a microscopic
scale in the wholly natural manner that tends to
distinguish the best of stratospherically expensive
equipment from the merely mortal.

Peeling away the layers of electronic obfuscation from
‘The Day ! Tried To Live’ and ‘Burden In My Hand’
uncovered sound stage depth in a recording that has
never before stretched front-to-back perspectives beyond
the pancake. Images filled our listening room in 3-D
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How would you expect a signal that’s
side-stepping metres of cable and acres
of steel laminations to sound? Clearer,
more delicate, more immediate and
more transparent?

without recourse to coloured glasses, and the
unadulterated musicality of the Panasonic
DVD-A350/515/Concert 8s had me endlessly hitting the
Repeat button.

Eric Bibb, John Lee Hooker, Stravinsky, Mahler, Janis
Joplin, The Chemical Brothers - the $15 was truly
egalitarian in its treatment of all. It has such clarity that it
faded into the background as part of the system and
relinquished centre stage to the music.

A couple of instruments illustrate the Vadis’ skill with
tonal colour. Cymbals suffer a pretty rough ride through
a lot of amplification, their golden shimmer transmuted
into harsh, brittle ‘spit’. The $15 portrayed them with a
power, smoothness
and harmonic
richness the
maijority of hi-fi
can only hint at.

Electric guitars,
which generally
come across as
more processed
than a tanker of
mushy peas, had a
character and
range of expression
I've rarely heard
outside a live performance where the musician (a friend)
was plugged into valve gear and a custom-made horn
PA.

Speaking of horns, the S15 would work a treat with
Thomas Transducers’ Virtuoso Golds (reviewed in May
1998), with their undemanding load and monstrous
efficiency. This pairing could form the core of a
superlative system headed up by Panasonic’s DVD-A350
and Danish Audio Connect’s CT1 stepped attenuator as a
passive pre-amp. While this ensemble would tip the
scales at a shade over £6500, you’d be hard pushed to
better it with most alternatives at twice the price.

Well, after the plaudits come the pitfalls. Sonically the
$15, matched with the right ‘speakers (read sensitive and
easy to drive, although the Jamos are one obvious
exception) is hard to fault. That slight bass looseness
remained across a range of transducers (Heybrook
Octets, Ruark Epilogues, Mission 771s, Origin Live
Sovereigns) and at times a tad more dynamic scale and
weight would have been nice too. But this will act as a
thorn in the side of Reggae, Rap and Classical organ
lovers alone. (In this case, the 50watt M50 monoblocs
would be worth investigation).

The main stumbling block is the way the amp looks at
the moment - bulky, black and very home-made. This is
soon to change, Roger Davis informs us. A second-
generation chassis is being drawn up, one that is more
aesthetically acceptable.

It's always a pleasant surprise to come across a new,
and usually small, British hi-fi outfit producing genuinely
innovative equipment. Although many such concerns fail
to reach the sonic standards set by larger companies and
fall by the wayside in the dog-eat-dog business of
modern hi-fi, Vadis with their OTL technology could
teach most valve amp manufacturers a thing or twoe
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The S$15%s delicacy

and clanty are

impossible to beat

for the money. Bass
15 not quile on a par
with mid and treble
but still better than

most




The alphabet according to

D . Musical Fidelity,
' |

MC/MM Phone Stage

X10D Class A
Tube Line Stage

- §
" X PRE Class A
1 Tube Preamplifier
2 o p
®

X CANS Class A
ube Headphone Amplifier

X PSU Add on Power Supply
for all X Series

X DAC New Technology
HDCD DAC

X TONE
High Quality Tone Control

MUSICAL FIDELITY

When music matters most

FOR DETAILS OF
A DEALER NEAR YOU,

CONTACT MUSICAL FIDELITY LIMITED.
1517 OLYMPIC TRADING ESTATE,
FULTON ROAD. WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HA9 OTF.
TELEPHONE 0181 900 2866
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A NEW REYOLUTION

David Price looks at the latest crop of audiophile vinyl releases.

MILES VIS 74

-
>
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KIND OF BLUE

288
This British label’s pressing of Kind Of Blue is notably
cheaper than Classic’s at £17.50, and not everyone will
miss the latter’s speed-corrected second disc. Pressing
quality is as good as the more expensive US discs,
although the reverse side of the sleeve doesn’t quite
replicate all the charming late-Fifties glory of the original
Columbia LP.

Sound quality was good, being notably cleaner and
more detailed than the original pressing, but it didn’t
quite match the strong bass and transparency of the
Classic version. It also seemed rather toppy. with a
tendency to sound hard on ride cymbals and emphasise
tape hiss. Still, this is unlikely to be a problem through
an average well-balanced system. Overall, a high-value,
no-nonsense, budget audiophile release.

ABSOLUTE ANALOGUE 62066

MILES Q@VIS 73
g

»

.\"

KIND OF BLUE

28

CLASSIC RECORDS CS8163

HI-FI WORLD

This Classic Records reissue has caused quite a stir. The
story goes that the studio recorder used at the 1959
recording session was running 1.25% slow, meaning that
when the tape was played back at the correct 15in. per
second, the pitch was slightly sharp. However, no one
noticed and it went onto the Columbia LP we all know
and love, at the wrong speed! This reissue contains both
this version plus the correct speed cut on a second disc,
backed up by a previously-unreleased take of ‘Flamenco
Sketches'.

Both use heavyweight virgin vinyl, and the gatefold
sleeve is nicely made with additional sleeve notes.
Sound quality is what you’d expect from Classic,
bettering the already impressive original imprint by quite
a margin. Vinyl noise and tape hiss are lower, bass
deeper and more weighty, stereo separation better with
sharper image location, and a slightly sweeter, cleaner
treble. Although the limitations of the original recording
mean it'll never equal the likes of the Mercury Living
Presence releases, it’s still a highly rewarding listen. A
fabulous slice of vinyl, albeit a touch expensive at
around £25,

THE COMPLETE PLUGGED

288

This lavish 10-LP box-set brings together previously-
released material with hitherto-undiscovered tapes from
Miles Davis’ legendary Chicago Plugged Nickel sessions.
At £150 it isn’t cheap, but it's beautifully presented and
includes a 12-page booklet featuring extensive notes and
photos. The discs themselves are the customary 180gm
audiophile vinyl with meticulously quiet surfaces and
soft inner sleeves.

Lovingly remixed from the original analogue three-
track masters, the sound quality is excellent - bright and
open, yet warm and spacious. However, it’s not quite as

NICKEL SESSIONS

MOSAIC MQ10-158
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effortlessly dynamic as some top-notch Jazz reissues,
thanks to the tight groove spacing necessary to fit the
long performances on a single side. Still, any Jazz buff
would love this, and Miles aficionados would doubtless
give their right arm for it. An exquisite, if expensive,
collection.

wmsss GLIVING: STEREO |5 !

-

ELVIS

- €ligl

.

ELVIS IS BACK!

228e

Fans of “The King’ will doubtless be in awe of this superb
DCC imprint of his 1960 RCA Living Stereo release, Elvis
Is Back! Using the original analogue masters of the
Nashville Studio mixes, this album sounds fresher than
most Nineties recordings. The pressing onto 180gm
virgin vinyl is first class, and the quality of the laminated
gatefold sleeve with its “extra Elvis photos inside” the
best you'll find.

This is a consummately musical LP, with the
shimmering highs and transparent midband you’d expect
from DCC's premium-priced releases. The only
downside is the slightly lightweight bass, probably due to
the original studio equipment. A supreme example of the
vinyl art then, made all the better by stunning sleeve
repro work.

STFERKE
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LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
STRAVINSKY COMPLETE BALLET

THE FIREBRD

DCC COMPACT CLASSICS LPZ-2037

THE FIREBIRD

288@

CLASSIC RECORDS SR90226
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This 1960 Mercury Living Presence recording is proof
positive (if we ever needed it) that it is possible to
capture the power and dynamics of an orchestra without
sophisticated microphone techniques, touch-up mics or
multi-channel mixers. Just three microphones feeding a
half-inch, three-track tape recorder recreate the LSO to
stunning effect.

The Classic Records reissue boasts a startlingly deep
and realistic sound stage, frightening, firecracker
dynamics and a rich and full-bodied tone. It's a
breathtaking example of analogue at its best. Again on
fresh 180gm wax, pressing quality is high - extremely
quiet apart from the inevitable hissing of the analogue
masters. The sleeve is also good but can’t match the
Living Stereos in this respect. Still, this won’t concern
you after you've heard one of the most awesomely-
recorded ballets around. Quite superb - mere words
cannot do it justice!

Sownds Of Lowe

HOUNDS OF LOVE

288e

The second series of EMI Centenary reissues continues
the formula of 180gm virgin-vinyl discs, the original
laminated sleeves, additions (ie, posters, postcards, etc)
and polythene inner sleeves. But this time round, where
applicable, the original analogue masters have been
used.

EMI say the Centenary series has no audiophile
pretensions - it’s simply a “high-quality product” retailing
at under £15. They needn’t be so modest because this
disc sounds superb - sweeter and warmer than the first
series, with rich bass, open midband and silky highs.
And it all comes over as mellifluously musical, unlike
some of the more showy, ‘in-your-face’ audiophile
pressings. The same applies to other titles in the series
such as the Rolling Stones’ Sticky Fingers (complete with
the original Andy Warhol zip sleeve), and John Lennon’s
Imagine. Fine sound, keen pricing and immaculate
packaging make the new Centenary series the best value
here. Let’s hope EMI release a third batch soon!

EMI CENTENARY SERIES OC064 05503

Audiophile vinyl supplied by Vivante, tel: 0181 977
6600

HI-Ft WORLD
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IRESOLVER

First there were Gold CDs and HDCD discs.
Now Jon Marks looks at the new Extended Resolution CDs from JVC.

joe heard

loaturing vennie sarl and the brandecastors
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he Compact Disc has built up
Talmost as many tweaky

followers as the LP, with
adherents joining one or all of the
Green Pen brigade, the Disc Stabiliser
gang or the Statmat ring. Attempting
to optimise the replay chain is one
direction to move in when you're after
more from your music. Another is to
leave the hardware and concentrate
on the software, as various specialist
manufacturers have (see the previous
two pages for some well-known
examples).

In JVC's earlier CD incarnations,
analogue signals were converted to
digital using the company’s 20-bit K2 Super Coding. This ADC,
with its 128-times oversampling, was claimed to yield a wide
dynamic range and reduced harmonic distortion at low levels,
where CD starts to become extremely
non-linear. Now, the Japan Victor
Company has decided to delve further
into the production process in search
of superior sound.

Stage one sees the K2 Super
Coding ADC taking its input directly
from the mastering console. The
20-bit data it outputs is then stored on
a Sony PCM-9000 Magneto-Optical
recorder in preference to the more
customary U-matic 1630 tape, which
is less robust. The MO disc then
travels to JVC’s manufacturing plant in
Yokohama.

In the plant, the recording is fed
through another K2 DAC to turn 20 bits into 16 prior to EFM

(Eight-Fourteen Modulation) encoding. Finally, the EFM signal is
reshaped before it reaches the laser which cuts the glass master,

Identical PCM data can be
represented by different EFM patterns
selected by algorithms in the EFM
coder, and these vary from model to
model. Industry anecdotes point to the
fact that, although the data in these
EFM patterns is identical, their
arrangement can affect sound quality.
Whenever the digital signal is
transmitted from one component to
another, stringent anti-jitter techniques
and SDIF-2 interconnection are
employed. Apparently, listening tests
showed that these, and aluminium as
the disc material, were the best
options. Technologically, a lot of
effort seems to have been put into

HI-FI WORLD

boss tenor......
gene ammons

XRCD, but how does it sound? We found out
with the following recordings. . .

BLUES UNION
JVCXR-0025-2 @ @ @
7’ Like all the XRCD releases, this one is tastily

presented in book form - the thick cardboard
front and back covers protect a booklet which
describes the workings of XRCD, as well as
sleeve notes. The disc itself nestles in a
cardboard pocket. This is possibly not the best
choice of material - a polythene inner would
be less likely to cause scratches.

Whirring inside a Panasonic DVD-A350,
Denon DVD-3000 and Pink Triangle Litaural,
Joe Beard, along with Ronnie Earl and The
Broadcasters, was frighteningly clear and solid. Imaging and
sound staging stood out for their precision and clarity, while the
lower octaves had the sort of weight and smack CD so often fails
* to deliver. But the prime beneficiary of XRCD
) is musicality - numbers like ‘Lay With Me
Sometime’ blasted along with real Blues
power.

BOSS TENOR
JVCXR-0033-2
This transcription from the original 1960
master suffers a little from tape hiss, but this
doesn’t obstruct the creamy smoothness of
Ammons’ tenor saxophone. Low-level details
like reverberation and decay are faithfully
preserved, which endows cymbals with a
delicacy missing from many CDs.
Natural expression and subtlety are once
more where XRCD bears fruit. Double-bass
had a taut pungency and speed that marked a change from the
slight sense of artificiality present in more mundane pressings. If
you're a fan of the smoky, small-venue atmosphere, Boss Tenor is
one to track down.

THE JOKER
JVC-0043-2 DS
On the other hand, if Rock is the genre close
to your heart, there’s the Steve Miller Band.
The production balance of this album
might be biased towards the high frequencies,
but this XRCD'’s treble smoothness avoids any
potential problems with harshness. Imaging is
very precise, with the band members easy to
picture within the acoustic on studio tracks,
and there’s an attractive rhythmic drive and
dynamic scale too.
This may not be the greatest piece of
sonic engineering, but the XRCD at least lets
its good points shine®
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Experience
<o the Excellence
" of Naim Audio

e \ , \% The CD3.5 Integrated CD Player has been

developed to offer complete musical
P— <
/¢ =, satisfaction rivalling that of the finest analogue

WTL. __.¥». turntables. Itis designed to be the best in its
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class, incorporating genuine technological
advances to-provide a thoroughly enjoyable

musical experience.

The NAT 03 Tuner is based on the famous

NAT 0l and NAT 02.The NAT 03 is

unmatched for sound quality at its price. It is ’?’ o
”~

) S

clear and articulate when correctly installed
with a suitable aerial and makes music like only
a Naim tuner can. The NAT 03 is fully

compatible with all Naim Audio Systems.

The NAIT 3 Integrated Amplifier has been
designed with significant improvements over
"= its illustrious predecessors. It now boasts more

power and can drive an even wider range of

loudspeakers. Isolating the pre-amplifier
section and adding a separate Power Amplifier

enhances versatility even further.

The Intro Loudspeakers feature Naim’s unique
separate box technology with bass/mid driver
and tweeter mounted in their own separate
cabinets. The Intro is designed to partner all of
Naim’s amplifiers, like NAIT 3. Intro is easy to
drive and will continue to offer improved sound

quality as the system is upgraded.
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BADA VE OV SEL ARGDUCTS Fb M
V/E ARE wUITHORSED DEALERS

THREE YEAR
GUARANTEE

At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you will

Hhe wnnbel ol 8 iy

finc a wide range of products
which combine to offer
systems of unbeatable value
for money and quatity from
£5C0. Every branch boasts
dedicated demonstration
rooms which enable you to
audition these in comfort.
Our friendly and experiencec
staff are happy to assist you
through every step of your
purchase to ensure total
listening satisfactior.

Sevenoaks Hi Fi are one of
the UK's largest independent
dealers.As a member of
BADA we provide a

min mum two year guarantee
with the majority of products.
we sell.

0% FINANCE

Spread the cost of buying
these quality systems with
our 0% finance terms. Up to
24 months interest free.

TO EXPERIENCE THIS SUPERB RANGE OF BRITISH
HI FI SEPARATES & LOUDSPEAKERS, CONTACT

BEDFORD 01234 272779
29-31 St Peters Street,

BIRMINGHAM 0121 233 2977
12 Queensway Arches, Livery Street,



PICTULE THE SOUND

PROUDLY PRESENTS
Anthem range from Sonic Frontiers

Sweet sound and numerous feature
make the CD1 fine value for money
World Verdict

e e @ @

March 98

Anthem CD1

Wonderful natural sound: Masses of realism.
As a high-end contender this player is a
winner.

WHAT HIFFIZ
Jan 98

Anthem Pre 1L Anthem Amp 1
*...better sound than you've got any right to expect "...excels at just about every parameter,
at this price point - maybe even double. Very highly . but the besf part is the Amp 1's sheer
recommended.” musncohfy .
stereophile Feb 98 Stereophile Feb 98

For your nearest stockist

Tel: 07000 Hi-FI-Co (443426)

Picture The Sound - 13 Weston Road, Guildford Surrey, GU2 6AU



A SYMBOL OF PRECISION

“THE MOST DESIRABLE DECK BELOW £1500”
Ken Kessler - Hi-Fi News & Record Review

Michell Engineering, 2 Theobold Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE
Tel: 0181 953 0771

One day
CD's will sound OK.
In the meantime...

RQSIECT  01491-834700

DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITED




Andrew Harrison arms his turntable with Transfiguration’s £1000 Spirit MC cartridge.

Ithough the man behind
Transfiguration is one Seiji
Yoshioka, the Spirit’s

comprehensive installation
instructions betray an American
rather than a Japanese audiophile
influence, with such suggestions as
“we respectfully suggest you gloat
over your jewel-like new acquisition
while the cartridge is still secured to
its box. When you feel temporarily
fulfilled, kindly refit the guard very
carefully.” Indeed. And on the
thorny issue of needle longevity:
“the stylus should provide at least
1000 hours - possibly much more -
of transfiguringly splendiferous re-
creation of your favourite music”.
Incidentally, a stylus replacement
can be undertaken by the
manufacturers through replacing the
entire cartridge with a reconditioned
example for £485,

Sitting at the end of a tone-arm,
the Spirit has the look of an alien
space craft awaiting touchdown on
Planet Vinyl. The unusual shape of
the Spirit’s body holds a unique
generator assembly where two ring
magnets surround the coil without
the benefit of yokes. This form of
construction, where yokeless
magnets encircle the coil
symmetrically, is claimed to
overcome the problems of
asymmetric and unfocused magnetic
fields, which allegedly produce
unnatural distortions and non-linear
frequency response.

Whatever the advantages of this
geometry may be, one thing’s for
sure: with its round body, this is one
of the trickiest and fiddliest
cartridges you would ever care to
align in a tone-arm. Of course, as
importer Martin Brewster of Audio
Reference is quick to point out,
lateral alignment of cartridge to
headshell should be made with
respect to the boron cantilever
rather than the cartridge body
anyway. However, | found the stylus
guard invaluable here. Once it's
fitted, the arm can be safely lowered
onto the alignment protractor with
the guard’s sides superimposing on
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the protractor’s grid lines.

The manufacturer’s specification
gives frequency response as 10Hz to
20kHz +1.5dB, with extra
bandwidth up to 40kHz +2dB. This
attention to ultrasonics might
squeeze extra information out of
older, pre-CD recordings whose
bandwidths extend to 25kHz or
30kHz, but modern, digitally-
mastered LPs have no information
imbedded in the groove beyond the
22kHz point. Output at 1kHz is
given as 0.4mV, at 3.54cm/sec, a
healthy figure borne out by a
dynamic sound via the MC stage of
a Linn Kairn pre-amp. For this
review the 7.8gm Spirit was fitted to
an LP12 Lingo with LVII Ittok.

The flipside of the tricky
installation is that, once correctly
aligned, the Spirit is a truly natural
and honest cartridge. With live
recordings like Roger Waters’ Berlin
Wall concert, the electric
atmosphere was underscored by the
precision of the performances, the
instrumental playing in turn
rendered musical and believable by
this cartridge as it locked on to the
groove from start to finish.

Sinead O’Connor’s vocal
overdub on "Mother’ was held rock
steady as acoustic drums punched
out the rhythm, and accordion and
backing vocals from The Band filled
out the harmony. The voices in the
chorus were especially free from any
intermodulation or beating effects,
which can trip up some MCs.

The Spirit passed a similar test in
the choral opening to Tchaikovsky’s
1812 on Deutsche Gramophon.
Here, the lush choral contribution
made a tangible opening to the
ensuing spectacular. With the Spirit
at the front end, each line was
clearly and effortlessly delineated.

As a final confirmation that this
cartridge enjoys a little drama,
Beethoven’s Wellington’s Victory
was given an outing with von
Karajan on baton detail. The ping-
pong stereo as the two sides of the
orchestra made battle was
something to behold, the muskets,

cannons and other assorted
armaments almost infusing the room
with the smell of gur powder.

Where the Spirit did miss out
though was on the last degree of
detailing whese the top-end
Ortofons excel. Despite the
advertised treble extension, the
Transfiguration was not overly
revealing and lacked a little airiness
- | suspect its torte is in the tune-
playing area. Another chink in its
armour was located in the bass
regions. While speed was
impressive, it missed out on the
bottom-end welly of a Linn Arkiv or
Troika. What it shared with these
cartridges is the facility, after careful
set-up, to leave the record player to
play the records.

And “caretul set-up” really is the
phrase that pays - if you're satisfied
with the sound inside an hour you’re
very lucky. The Spirit (like many a
cartridge, but more so) responds
favourably to patient adjustment vis
a vis tracking weight and VTA. In
the LP12 it gave the best results with
the arm minutely raised at the pillar
end and a tracking force of between
2.0gmand 2.1gm.

Transfiguration’s Spirit is a
cartridge to put on any shortlist of
pick-ups in the hallowed £1000
price bracket. Its mild shortcomings
hold it back trom the top spot, but
do look out for a revised version
soon, which will wear the sober
jacket of a straight-sided bodye
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The Spirit 1s a
salanced all-
rounder that

misses out only
on the last ounce
of detail and bass
weight.




DIRLECT OUTPUl

VALVE POWER AMDPLIFIELS

The superior musical and sonic qualities of
valve power amplifiers are now well
established, and many music lovers and
professional users have converted
(reverted?) from transistor to valve
amplification. Currently popular units,
from traditional Williamson-based ultra-
linear class B designs, to very expensive
"high-end" single ended triode amplifiers.
depend on a transformer to match the high
anode resistance of the output valves to the
low impedance of the loudspeaker.

The VY adis direct output stage achieves
the required low output impedance without
a matching transformer. using readily
available valves. and giving a very wide
bandwidth with low distortion at full power.
The clarity and accuracy of reproduction is
exceptional. with a lifelike sound stage
clearly defined both spatiaily and musically.
Each amplifier is hand built to order. and
fully tested before delivery. In addition to
traditional black. alternative colour finishes
are available on request.

vadis is a new ccmpany. designinge and building high auality valve
amplifiers in Scotland.

Va6 AMDPLIFIELS

Kirkland, 32 Head Street, Beith, Ayrshire KA15 2EU. Tel: 01505 504128



hatever the company’s
previous successes,
producing an £800

integrated amplifier is one very
bold move for Arcam. Doubly so,
when adding the matching 10P
power amp for bi-amping takes the
overall price up to a very un-Arcam
£1400. Despite Arcam’s undoubted
technical and marketing expertise,
there’s some tough opposition to be
iaced out there.

At this price you'll find all the
highly respectable and established
British companies. Linn, Meridian,
Naim, Audiolab, Quad and
Exposure were, until now, rarely
mentioned in the same breath as
Arcam. Iif the Alpha 10 Integrated
has a target then it is very much in
the mould of an Audiolab, Linn or
Meridian - well engineered but
perhaps trading off ultimate sonics
for a broad range of features and
ease of use.

The Arcam certainly fulfils this
last brief handsomely. Full remote
control, seven inputs, two sets of
‘speaker outputs and a separate
Record selector are just the start. A
first for a stereo amp from Arcam is
an extinguishable, dot-matrix
display. At the moment this simply
provides volume and source
information. In the future Arcam
promise this will front information
from the optional multi-room and
Dolby Digital (or DTS) processor
modules.

Lifting the bonnet is a slight
disappointment - there’s a huge
toroidal transformer, Aerovox
capacitors and some damping pads
here and there, but no overtly
audiophile parts. If it sounds good,
then this can certainly be forgiven.
One thing that can't is the distinctly
average finish. The thin, plastic, tear-
drop front panel may look slick on
the £260 Alpha 7 but is tired and
tacky on a product approaching a
grand.

To judge the effect of adding a
10P power amp, | drafted in a pair of
bi-wireable Mission 752 Freedom
loudspeakers. The Arcam was
fronted with a Roksan Xerxes X
turntable and the listening tests
began with the new album Tin
Planet from Space.

"The Unluckiest Man In The
World’, was the first track to benefit
from the Arcam’s 100watt punch.
Just as you'd expect, the sound was
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powerful and expansive. Vocals
leapt forward into the room without
the balance becoming too forceful.
Although treble detail was good,
cymbals and high-pitch vocals
provoked a certain splashiness, and
sibilance ruled out matching the
Alpha 10 Integrated with bright
‘speakers.

If the treble response wasn’t up to
Arcam'’s best, the opposite was true
of the bass - exceptionally deep, yet
fast and natural. Although the
smooth sweetness of a similarly-
priced valve amp was missing, the
10 remained cohesive and in control
of the music. Adding the 10P power
amp made for a big improvement.
The treble response was leaner and
more detailed, and the bass became
even deeper and quicker.

| returned to the Integrated alone
for ‘The Lark Ascending’ by Vaughan
Williams. The orchestra was rather
veiled and solo violin wasn’t as
expressive as it can be through other
amps of this price. Timbre and
timing were both fine, but the
presentation had me sitting at the
back of the auditorium rather than in
the front row. Adding the 10P had
the bass line grumbling suitably
when required, yet once the bass
died the piece lost its appeal, with
the effect being rather stilted and
disjointed.

Turning to something a little more
up-beat (‘Fast Food’ by Richard

Thompson) appeared to suit the
Arcams better. Curiously, the bass
drum and mandolin were extremely
well resolved while backing vocals
weren't quite as clearly defined as
they should have been. Sound
staging was a strong point, with
every instrument given plenty of
space within a cohesive acoustic. In
spite of this, somehow the Arcams
still failed to really involve, as many
amps at the price can.

The Alpha 10 Integrated runs the
risk of trying to be all things to all
audiophiles, and almost gets away
with it. The features and
upgradability aspects are excellent.
Certain areas of the sound impress
too - it has a meaty power delivery
that will have little trouble driving
most ‘speakers. The sound staging is
above average, and vocals are well
projected from the rest of the mix,
but it seems Arcam were so
preoccupied with the sheer control
and ‘grip’ of the '10 that they didn’t
spend quite enough time on the
subtler aspects of music. Adding the
10P greatly improves things, but then
so it should for an amp combination
costing £1400.

If sound quality isn’t the ultimate
criterion, the Alpha 10 Integrated
and Power have much to offer as a
fine centre for a complete home
entertainment system. But the
dedicated audiophile should look
elsewherce
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Arcam’s new

Alpha 10 Integrated
and Power amps
come under the scrutiny of

Dominic Todd.

Arcam Alpha 10

integrated £799.90
Arcam Alpha 10 Power

£599.90
Arcam

Pembroke Avenue,
Denny Ind. Centre,
Waterbeach,
Cambs. CB5 9PB
Tel: 01223 203203

WORLD VERDICT

Both the

Alpha 10
Integrated and
Power lag behind
the best of the

competition, and

build is flimsy




LLISTEN INN Of NORTHAMPTON
Tnvite you to listen to
THE BRITISH COLLECTION

T

Choose British Hi-Fi and you’ll enjoy a quality of sound that’s the ¢nvy of the hi-fi world.
You’ll also learn that leading British manufacturers offer you cost effective routes to expanding
your system incrementally; up-grading through truly synergistic and evolutionary ‘building
blocks’ or by up-dating many ‘future ready’ components with low cost modifications.

RECENT INTRODUCTIONS FROM SOME OF THE NATION'S MOST IMPORTANT HI-FI MANUFACTURERS
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As part of an independent group of genuine ‘enthusiast’ hi-fi retailers, Listen Inn of Northampton
focusses attention on the world renowned quality, value and traditions ef superior British hi-fi
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Review

CARBONED CASTLE

The Castle Severn 2’s price may have increased
with their revision, but Andrew Harrison listens

to a whole new loudspeaker.

ollowing on from the success of
F the Castle Avon, reviewed here

in December 1996, Castle have
modified their Severn with the magic
ingredient of carbon fibre, and in the
process have decided to change
more than just a driver.

Gone is the front reflex port,
replaced with one that fires
downwards. In this arrangement, a
large tube vents through an angled
internal brace at the bottom of the
cabinet, the cabinet supported above
the plinth on 6mm plastic spacers.
This provides an omnidirectional
output of low frequencies. Volume
has increased too, from 17 litres to
22 litres. Finally, the crossover has
undergone modification to
accommodate the new driver,
including three polypropylene
capacitors alongside ferrite and air-
cored inductors.

All these details add up to a rather
different ‘speaker from the original
Severn, which in itself had a modest
and unassuming signature. Having
heard both versions previously in
retail and domestic environments, |
was happy to seize the chance to
hear the revised Severn 2 under
more critical conditions.

The audition began badly when
the review sample started performing
below par sonically. Treble was
rolled off to the point where it was
plain dull, and a low-midrange
coloration further spoiled the picture.
These first Severn 2s in their
beautiful Yew veneer were duly
replaced by some Mahogany
examples. A couple of running-in
days later they were set up for some
earnest listening.

“That's more like it,” was my first
thought on hearing the sweet and
open sound of the Minnesota
Orchestra’s version of Stravinsky's
Firebird. With the Severns well away
from walls, the opening bass notes
filled the room with a profound
depth of stage. There was still a hint
of boxiness in the low mid but not
enough to destroy the stereo illusion
of an orchestra in the room.

Despite being played on a non-
HDCD Meridian 508.24, this HDCD
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disc was smooth and
natural enough for the ©
Severn 2s to disappear
in the musical
performance. What
brought attention to
their presence again
was an edge to the
tweeter on certain
strings and brass.
Castle’s loudspeakers
have suffered like this
for a few years now -
why they don't
produce a smoother
tweeter is a mystery.

As the Stravinsky
work unfolded | had
that devilish urge to
raise the volume;
something about the
dynamics of the piece
through the Severn 2s
suggested they could
take the power, and
they dutifully obliged,
excepting an end-stop
crack when
confronted by the
timpani in the
climactic conclusion.
This ending was also marginally
marred by the glassiness at the top
end, a pedantic quibble perhaps but
the main detraction from an
otherwise sterling performance.

Source-swapping to the Denon
DVD-3000 | sampled the Garbage
track ‘Stupid Girl’. The Severns
surprised me here with a keen sense
of timing unfettered by their
occasionally soft bass. Remembering
that the Severns reward the effort of
bi-wiring, the crossover links were
whipped out and - behold! - an extra
half-octave of bass plus a wider
sound stage ensued. The smearing of
hi-hat cymbals also became less
evident, although conversely the
timing seemed a little less certain, a
little less metronomic.

Slight concern over the Castles’
ability to convey vocals prompted a
few choice songs from Tori Amos
and Sneaker Pimps, and indeed it
was evident that such vocalists were
sited marginally further back in the

mix than usual. What also started to
niggle was an apparent loss of
detailing at the highest frequencies.

I placed Classic Records’ 24/96
sampler in the Denon and found
myself once again almost
overwhelmed by how good the (iber-
format sounded. Now the Severns
really were disappearing, leaving
behind a glimpse of musical reality
as a Trad Jazz band stomped along
with great {ucidity. The ambient
presence at the top end was the
striking trademark here, although it
did highlight that grainy tweeter.

The original Severn with its
smaller injection-moulded driver was
last priced at £539 in standard finish,
making the £579 tag on the Severn
2s look like good value for money.
They combine excellent imaging and
sound staging with a civilised
control. And bass depth is in another
league when set against their
antecedent. The sole blot on the
copy book is that tweetere

Castle Severn 2  £579.90

Castle Acoustics
Park Mill,
Shortbank Road,
North Yorkshire
BD23 2TT

Tel: 01756 795333

WORLD VERDICT

Measured Performance

see p111
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V0G0 PLAYER
AND GREEK CONPONE
Il0R

OBENON

This month’s four prizes are the Denon DVD-3000 DVD/CD player,
Creek OBH-8SE phono stage and OBH-2 PSU, Creek OBH-12 passive pre-amp
and Creek T43 tuner.

enon’s £700 DVD-3000 DVD/CD player may be
aimed more at fans of home cinema than pure hi-fi,
but as we've discovered here at Hi-Fi World, it

punches well above its price when it comes to sound
quality (read next

month’s review for the full story).
The DVD-3000 is based on the solid
foundation of Panasonic’s DVD-A350 DVD machine
(reviewed on p15 of this very issue). Where it differs is in its
revamped fascia (which lacks the ‘A350’s jog wheel) and a
stiffer baseplate. However, the shared digital innards allow
it to handle DVD videos as well as CDs, which it does like
the Panasonic - very well indeed.

The Denon has all the speed, power and musicality that
most CD players lack. Partnered with Jamo’s Concert 8
loudspeakers (which don’t suffer poor sources gladly),
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Creek’s OBH-12 passive pre-amp and Vadis’ $15 output
transformerless valve power amp, the DVD-3000 proved
itself equal to any of the musical challenges set it.

For CD replay alone the Denon pays its way. Slip a
24-bit 96kHz disc into its drawer though and you'll realise
just how good digits can sound. With new releases from
Classic Records, the DVD-3000 produced a high-end
performance most CD-only players can

merely dream about.

Analogue signals of this calibre deserve
a transparent pre-amp to preserve their
integrity, which is where Creek’s OBH-12
comes in. This £200 passive pre-amp with
remote control imposes little of its own
character on what passes through it. In this
respect, Leo Lam found it outstripped many much more
expensive active pre-amps.

The OBH-12 will take two line inputs and a tape
monitor, but LP lovers will have to turn to the OBH-8SE
Moving-Magnet
phono stage
(£160 with
OBH-2 PSU)
for music
dug from the
groove.

This small
black box left David
Price in no doubt as to its
competence back in November

HI-FI WORLD



1997: “The way it combined real smoothness and
refinement with genuine musicality and tunefulness was
a joy.” Its grip and contro! were at least partly due to the
OBH-2 power supply, a regulated, higher-spec version of
the standard OBH-1 outboard PSU.

Those who prefer a diet of ether may turn to Creek’s
£400 T43 tuner, which cavers LW as well as MW and
FM The Radio Data Svstem might not be provided, but
plenty of vitaiity is. Ketan Bharadia feit it was this natural
vibrancy that lifted the Creek above its competitors,
whether the aerial was picking up the compressed Pop of
a commercial station or Radio 3’s more accomplished
trarsmissions.

If youd like the chance to win one of these four
prizes, just answer the questions opposite and complete
the tie-breaker. These can be sent in on the entry form
(which may be photocopied) or simplv written on the
back of a posicard or sealed envelope Please make sure
your entry reaches the address below no later than July
7th.

Denon/Creek Competition
Hi-Fi World Magazine,
64 Castellain Road,
Maida Vale,

London W9 1EX

HI-FI WORLD

Don’t forget to include your name, address and
telephone number so that we can contact the winner

promptly.

COMPETITION ENTRY QUESTIONS

1) What discs will the Denon DVD-3000 play?

A.7in.singles B.LPs C. DVDs and CDs D. Frisbees
2) How much does the OBH-12 passive pre-amp cost?

A. £150 B. £200 C. £650 D. £75

3) How many line-level signals can be fed into the O8H-12?
A B. 6 C.2 D.12

4) What kind of cartridges will the OBH-8SE work with?
A. Moving Magnet B. Moving Coil C. Eight-track D. Stain

Gauge

5) How many wavebands can the Creek T43 tuner receive?
Al B.2 C.3 D.9

TIE-BREAKER (obligatery})

Complete the following in less than 30 words

The Denon'’s a winner on CD replay,

And 24/96-ready for this format on the way,

Creek score too, with the T43,

And the OBH 2,8 and 12 wil! never lessen your glee,

Please list your order of prize preference:
1} 2;
3) 4)

COMPETITION WINNERS

1AY ISSUIE C OMPETITION
In May we had the Sonv CDP-X3000ES CD player, Soundcraft
Absolute 4P active loudspeakers, Elemental Audio Monoplinth
platform and the Etalon Preampli pre-amp to give away. The lucky
winners are: Christopher Woodhall (Sony CDP-X3000ES), Phil
Gates (Etalon Preampli), Nigel Gieen (Absolute 4Ps) and Nick
Whetstone (Elemental Audio Monoplinth).

Congratulations!
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STATIC RUINS THE SOUND
FROM YOUR CDs

Q STATMAT

STOPS THE STATIC

Another

innovative ,

product
from the
designers of
Ringmat

FIRST REVIEWS

“...Listening extensively myself, and trying the Statmat
effect on others, ...| now instinctively use the device all
the time...Indeed, the Statmat...makes the spoken
word more articulate and clearer in inflections (and
therefore instrumental sounds too), and gives phrasing
and timing in music a more natural, non-fatiguing
character...”

Christopher Breunig

(Hi-Fi News & Record Review, Nov.1997)

“...it definitely worked. What | heard was
impressive...The sound isn’t just smoother, sweeter or
sharper. Rather the music itself seems to change,
becoming rhythmically more cohesive and altogether
more purposeful and coherent.”

Jimmy Hughes (Hi-Fi Choice, Dec. 1997)

”...What happens to the sound with Statmat? Digital
becomes more like analog, that's what. The
introductory press release offers a laundry list of sonic
claims -al! of them true, so far as | can hear...The
Statmat provides “clearer ambience of recording
venue”. To my jaded ears, this is what the Statmat
does -better than anything I've tried...Sorry to say -40
bucks, please- the Statmat improved the sound of
every CD | played in every player | had, sometimes
quite dramatically...”

Sam Tellig (Stereophile vol.20 n°12, Dec. 1997)

“The Statmat actually worked rather well...the biggest
change is in the treble, which becomes clearer and
more detailed while the rest of the sound gets more
dynamic. The bass end firms up a tad too and the
sense of rhythm improves...the sonic changes are well
worth the money”

Ketan Bharadia and Jon Marks (Hi-Fi World, Jan. 1998)

Statmat can be obtained through good hi-fi retailers
at £ 19.95. Also available on mail order with
moneyback guarantee. UK p&p £ 1.95

Qutside UK: total cost £25.00 incl. p&p

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS

T +44 (0)1277 200 210 F +44 (0)1277 201 225
PO BOX 200 * Brentwood ¢ Essex ® CM15 9FB GB
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High End has never been so affordable

* Amplifiers, D/A Converters, CD Players. Audio and Main cables
*Superb sonic performance combined with stunning good looks
*Designed by Dr R Bews and Prof M Hawksford

*Hand built in the UK by skilled engineers

*Prices from £299't0 £5500

*NEW Entry leve! Mistral range

THE ULTIMATE AURAL EXPERIENCE

LFD Audio. Micron Houe. 23 Coppins Rd. Clacton-on-sea. Essex. CO15 3HP
Tel. (01255) 422533 Fax. (01255) 221069

SONIGLINK

Make The Wond's Finest Hifi Cables
From The Highest Qualily Materias

ALWAYS RISING TO HIGHER QUALITY

Silver Pink se Black Rhodium

Vermilion

S-Gold Mains

weer e

Derwent Business centre, Clarke Street Derby DE1 2BV
Sales Office Hot Line 07000 SONIC LINK
Tel: + 44 (0) 1332 361 390
Fax: + 44 (0) 1332 298 836
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he price of one-off Midi
Tsystems keeps falling, hence

it's little wonder they’ve had
an impact on the separates market.
At a paltry price of around £300 or
less, you can buy a handsome set
of components with all the sources
you could ever need. However,
unless you go for the highly priced
Teac or Onkyo systems, the sound
is almost invariably congested and
compressed. A budget separates
system is the only way out for
discerning music lovers with
drained wallets.

Since Cambridge Audio was
acquired by Audio Partnership
(also owners of Gale) it has been
turning out budget equipment at
rock-bottom prices in an attempt
to win the general public back
from Midis. The A1 MklIll amplifier
is a case in point. This,
Cambridge’s cheapest amplifier,
comes in at a sliver below £100.
Assembly overseas means a low
price without wafer-thin
metalwork. In fact, this amplifier is
produced under the strict 1ISO9002
standard.

On the outside the Cambridge
looks the business - there’s a sturdy,
full-size case and a comprehensive
set of controls. The penny-paring is
more obvious on the inside, where
you’ll find a potentiometer and
selectors of the ‘cheap and cheerful’
variety and input buffer op-amps
only one step up from classic but
basic 741. The output is handled by
a pair of bi-FET integrated circuits
and the Cambridge claims a 30watt
output. The large amount of vacant
space on the circuit board
undoubtedly lengthens the signal
path.

The least edifying aspect of the
Cambridge was the way its PCB had
been populated. The rectifier diodes’
long lead-outs were fully exposed
and one resistor and capacitor were
joined mid-air instead of both being
soldered to the circuit board.

The A1 MKIil found itself nestling
between the Denon DCD-1550R CD
player (also reviewed in this issue)
and my recent loudspeaker
favourites, the Heybrook Heylettes.
It was duly left running for a few
days before the serious listening
began.

The latest HDCD version of
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At only £100, can the Cambridge Audio A1 Mkl
really deliver the amp goods? Leo Lam listens.

Trisha Yearwood’s ‘Songbook’ had
me scribbling down on my notepad:
“not bad!” The long signal path and
the untidy layout had suggested a
dull, muffled reproduction lacking
detail, but | couldn’t have been
more wrong - the Cambridge was
expansive, rhythmic and
unexpectedly detailed. Bass was
deep and strong enough to put my
long-term reference, the Aura VA80,
into the ‘bass-light’ department.
However, it must be stressed that the
VAB0 was far superior in most other
areas.

The A1 MKkill was capable of a
sound louder than its 30watt rating
might lead you to believe, although
vocals hardened up when the amp
was really pushed. That said, the
midrange was clear, articulate and
fairly rich in tonal colour at normal
listening levels. The general balance
was slightly bass-heavy, but this is
more of a pro than a con
considering the small stand
mounters most likely to appear at its
output terminals.

If you're a fan of stadium-size
musical presentation the
Cambridge’s sound staging is sure to

please. The trade-off here was with
image precision - Trisha Yearwood’s
voice, though enjoyable, was
diffused and there was no clear
indication as to where it was coming
from. However, this actually
enhanced the orchestral music
experience through small ‘speakers.
For example, Albert’s Cello
Concerto (Sony SK57961) had
commendable seale and plenty of
power in the double-bass. One of
the amp’s colorations was a honk in
the low treble, but this by no means
hindered my listening pleasure.
Because it took a rather relaxed
view of replaying music, the Al
MKkl is a very relaxed, comfortable
performer. Transients had their crisp
leading edges rounded off, which
would also cure the brightness of a
lot of the budget front-end
ancillaries it will partner.
Cambridge’s A1 Mkill certainly
doesn’t represent the ultimate in
state-of-the-art sound reproduction,
but it does go beyond what stalwarts
like the NAD 310 have achieved to
set a new basis upon which other
truly budget amplifiers must be
judged. At the price it's a bargaine

Cambridge

Audio A1 Mkill
integrated amplifier
£99.95

Audio Partnership
Gallery Court,
Hankey Place,
London SE1 4BB
Tel: 0500 333500

WORLD VERDICT

Involving and
finely detailed
the Cambridge
pushes forward
the boundaries for
inexpensive

amps

Measured Performance

see p111

JULY 1998



Hi-Fi Lifestyle

Brochure 19986

vew ﬁr;akth -
rough
2 Lo Perfnrmance

Ruse
Audrews

Mail Order Direct Freephone: 0800 373467
E-Mail Address: info@russandrews.com

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd. Edge Bank House, Skelsmergh, Kendal, Cumbria. LA8 SAS



PASOIVE IMPRESSIVE

Should you go active or passive
when it comes to pre-amps?
Leo Lam leans to the latter with

Creek’s OBH-12.

very now and again, on a blue-
E moon basis, a piece of hi-fi

comes along which possesses
virtues that lift it well above the
masses. A lot of equipment these
days is competently designed and
executed, but that’s not enough to
gain it classic status. In order to beat
the crowd, a component needs to be
very special indeed, like Creek’s
£200 OBH-12.

Pre-amplifiers, rather than
consisting of merely a source
selector and volume control, used to
be the first stage of gain to step up
source signals of around 200mV-
400mV. However, with CD players
putting out around 2V, this gain is
no longer essential for driving power
amplifiers to their maximum output.
A simple, passive volume
potentiometer is all that is really
required in most cases now.

The Creek OBH-12 contains one
such potentiometer. Designer Mike
Creek also decided to add arm-chair
convenience with remote control as
standard. So, for your £200, you get
a little box that weighs less than a
pint glass and a wall-adapter power
supply which drives the motorised
potentiometer, indicator LEDs and
remote control.

The 20kilohm potentiometer
inside the Creek is manufactured by
Soundwell, not a name familiar to
many audiophiles brought up on
Alps, Bourns and Noble. Mind you, |
could only measure a respectable
maximum of 2.5% difference
between the left and right channels’
resistances at low volumes with my
sample, so in terms of matching this
is a quality device. On top of the
pot, the OBH-12 provides two line
inputs, a tape loop and one pair of
pre-out sockets.

Unless you're a DIYer who has
already fallen under the spell of the
Danish Audio Connect CT1 stepped
attenuator, or the Audio Synthesis

H3-FI WORLD

Passion, you're
likely to be shocked by
the transparency this tiny
box can offer. £200 for a
passive volume control in
a box that topples over
while you change cables looks
expensive at first glance, but this
Creek has taken five months to
develop, and the design was
optimised down to the smallest
detail.

Alex Nikitin, Chief Engineer at
Creek, proudly proclaimed that,
“even the track width on the circuit
board for the signal has been
optimised”. The two separate
ground planes for the remote control
and the grounding post of the pot
are DC coupled to eliminate any
ground loops which can pick up
radio-frequencies. And the

microcontroller with its clock

circuits (which can induce
modulation through the ground
plane) has been programmed to
‘sleep” when no function is called
for from the remote control.

A brief demo with the Roksan
Caspian amplifier, which has
separate pre/power sections, showed
what outstanding clarity the
OBH-12 has. Using the Creek in
place of the active, op-amp buffered
pre-amp section in the Caspian was
a revelation. Detail improved by a
huge amount and tiny musical
nuances were brought to the fore.
Recordings were obviously ‘less
processed’, only the Caspian
imposing its signature on the signal -
to all intents and purposes the Creek
disappeared sonically.

A partnership with the Musical
Fidelity X-A50 monoblocs proved
equally persuasive. Any tweaks |
made to my system were clearly
audible: even changing the position
of the Ensemble TopCones under my
Teac T1 transport had an impact. In
the world of coloration and

distortion, the
nothingness and purity of the
OBH-12 was refreshing.

The Creek’s transparency is easily
on a par with active pre-amps at
more than five times its £200 price.
You'd expect this though, because
passive components do not suffer
from the limitations of their active
counterparts, like slew-rate limiting
and non-linearity. A lack of AC
coupling capacitors in the signal
path helps too. Of course, the caveat
is that the output stage of your
source components must provide a
decent voltage into potentially
highly-capacitive cable. Therefore,
Goertz interconnects and the Holfi
Xara CD player (a paltry 1.25V
output) should be avoided.

The only disappointment
concerns the general build quality.
The paint on the casework can be
very easily scratched and | could
even see some bubbles in the
paintwork. And the Pre Out socket
was so loosely mounted that | was
worried about damaging it when |
hooked up some cables with tightly
fitting plugs. The hole left in the
fascia for the remote control’s sensor
is a bit of an eyesore, too.

Sonically, the OBH-12 is great.
Even if you're buying on the most
shoe-string of budgets you can
expect a truly high-end experience
from this passive pre. However, for
200 hard-earned notes, the finish
should really be considerably
bettere

Creek OBH-12 £200

Creek Audio
2 Bellevue Road,

Friern Barnet,
London N11 3ER
Tel: 0181 361 4133

Only poor
cosmetics

mar the Creek

Sonically it's

a gem

JULY 1998 m



“GREAT THINGS OFTEN COME IN LITTLE PACKAGES”

OBH-12

Remste Control Passive Pre-amp

" WHAT HI*FI7 Apri 1978
2 22 23

Creek OBH-12 ...could be the most

elegant, not to mention the most

’urist preamplifier solution.

The Creek OBH-12 enables you to sit back and
turn the volume up and down, select the input to
your amplifier, have a remote mute facility as well
as providing tape monitoring, without the need to
get up to press any buttons or adjust any knobs on
your amplifier -

“...something that isn’t possible with any other pas-
sive unit out there (yet).” (Audio Video Shopper,
USA, Feb 97)

OBH-11
Headphene Amplifier

The OBH-11 is a miniature audio amplifier,
designed specifically to drive headphones (from
30 ohms to 300 ohms) from a line level source.
“The Creek OBH-11 makes the mast of high-
quality electronics and delivers clarity and weight
that make any headphones perform to their utmost
capabilities. If you are serious about personal lis-
tening, it's just the thing.” (What Hi-FI, Nov 97)

OBH-8, OBH-8SE & OBH-9

MM and MC phono pre-amplifiers

'WORLDVERDICT ) 0)
|S~ooth, yet truly musical, these
are the best entry-level phono

|slages around at present.

Is your viny input getting a littie long in the tooth?
Or does your latest ampilifier not have a phono
input? Either way the Creek phono pre-amplifiers
will give a boost to your system.

Employing state-of-the-art circuitry and high
grade components, the OBH - Phono pre-amps
perform miracles at a very modest price. Optimal
matching is achieved by using an OBH-8 or SE
for moving magnet and OBH-9 for moving coil.

UK Prices: OBH-8- £99

OBH-8SE - £160

OBH-11 UK Price: £129 OBH-9 - £130

OBH-12 UK Price: £199

For more information
please contact:

gwdgmm/ by

DILCLOIUSE

PROVEN EXCELLENCE ° Originally designed in 1953 by Tannoy’s Chief Engineer
R.H.Rackham, the G.R.F enclosure quickly established itself amongst the finest loudspeaker
systems available.

It is a rear horn loaded enclosure, designed for less obtrusive corner placement, capable of
unmatched performance. The folded horn configuration allows a bass response of incredible
speed, depth and tunefulness to augment the clarity and precision of Tannoy’s incomparable
Dual Concentric drive units.

THE CORNER G.R.F. ENCLOSURE * Re-manufactured to the original Tannoy design
by Octave Audio Woodworking, the Corner G.R.F. utilises the best of modern materials to
further improve on the original. The cabinet is ultra-rigid, constructed from finest birch
plywood and trimmed with solid hardwood. All internal seams are epoxy filleted for
additional strength and to provide a perfectly air-tight seal. The grille cloth is vynair —
identical to that specified for the original units.

The Corner G.R.F by Octave Audio Woodworking is without doubt the
ultimate enclosure for the Tannoy Monitor Silver, Red, and Gold series,
and the perfect partner for valve amplification both vintage and modern.

G more details and
wemncndtvaliond conlact:

OctaueAUDlO WOODWORKINGC

THE GRF ENCLOSURE, A DESIGN NOW INTO ITS 45TH YEAR, IS STILL
AMONGST THE FINEST LOUDSPEAKER SYSTEMS AVAILABLE — AT ANY PRICE.

Octcve Audio Woodworking
PO Box 1256
Bristol 8599 2XR

Telephone : 0117 924 6005

* The Corner GRF is available as an unloaded enclosure only.




s you slide down the
loudspeaker spending scale
towards the budget end,

you inevitably discover that
features like tri or bi-wiring
disappear, advanced cone
materials are replaced by paper
and rounded cabinet edges (which
sharpen imaging) become right
angles. Until now that is. With the
manufacturing muscle they’ve
built up over the past 20 years,
Mission have been able to cram
technology and construction
customarily reserved for more
expensive loudspeakers into the
£170 771.

The binding posts remain
single-wire only, but the two
drivers are a 5in. mid/bass with an
Aerogel cone and polished phase
plug as well as a viscous-laminated
fabric-dome tweeter. The
enclosure’s rear panel bears the
usual reflex port - it's around the
front that things get interesting.

The 7715’ baffle is a 38mm
chunk of MDF routed front and
back. Complex cut-outs like this
allow flush mounting of the mid/bass
and tweeter, and contoured edges
for enhanced imaging. Paring away
the MDF behind the Aerogel cone
also reduces resonances, as holes in
thick panels act like short pipes.

For the icing on the cake, take a
look at the tweeter. Moulded into its
face plate are four leaf springs to
isolate it from the vibration pumped
out by its partner. Similar systems
have previously been used by
Roksan in the Darius and Naim in
the DBL. So the 771s are winners on
paper; would it be the same story on
top of open-frame stands?

Upstream of the Missions were
the Musical Fidelity A1001, Vadis
S15 and Audio Analogue Puccini SE.
Standing in as sources were Denon'’s
DVD-3000 DVD player (more of
which next month) and Pink
Triangle’s Litaural, wired with Purist
Audio Design’s Elementa
interconnect. Loudspeaker cables
were Pentacone’s Plain Soft Copper
and The Chord Company’s Odyssey.

Most ‘speakers have at least one
strong trait which you can quickly
pick up on, and the 771s’ is a
smooth, sweet treble. Nancy Bryan’s
Lay Me Down XRCD had a purity to
its upper registers which is
conspicuously absent from the
cheap and often rough sounding

HI-FI WORLD

domes on the bulk of sub-£200
loudspeakers. And this smoothness
didn’t sap any of the power from
percussion, which remained crisp
and focused, or strings, the bugbear
of lesser drivers.

Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite can be
quite a firing listen through some
budget boxes. The Missions, three
feet in from the walls, weren’t
provoked by strings into harshness,
and that Aerogel cone had a
midrange we've come to know and
love.

As you'd expect from such a
small enclosure, imaging was as
sharp as the proverbial pin.
Orchestral sections stayed put even
on crescendos thanks to unerringly
solid location. Knitting images
together into a whole was a sound
stage with depth to match width,
where copious low-level detail filled
out the shape of the acoustic.

Of course, the penalty to pay for
a tiny box is limited bass.
Considering the volume in which
the mid/bass driver has to operate,
the 771s do remarkably well in
terms of quantity and quality. If
you're a fan of orchestral music
played at highish volumes though,
you'll find the cones hitting their
end-stops when faced with timpani,
for example. lain Simcock, at the
keyboard of the Koenig organ in the

Review

chapel of the Good Shepherd in
Angers, France, occasionally ran
into similar problems of extension.
The 771s had sufficient bass to make
Bach’s Prelude and Fugue
(BWV541) a satisfying experience,
but the longer pipes kept a low
musical profile. Where the Missions
take the laurels for midrange and
treble finesse, the Tannoy Mercury
m2s win out for their deeper bass.

Where these 'speakers really
thrived was with Blues recordings -
Buddy Guy, John Lee Hooker and
Eric Bibb and Needed Time. The
clarity, rhythm and emotion in discs
like these flowed through the 771s
without obstruction. This kind of
performance comes from the mix of
the Missions’ abilities - spacious
sound staging, clear, precise
imaging, dynamic speed and
realistic tonal colour.

Judged solely on technological

WORLD VERDICT

and material grounds the 771s are
easily the best loudspeakers under
£200. Add the criteria of sound,
however, and Tannoy’s m2s close
in. They’re not far behind in areas
like transparency and smoothness,
and they pull ahead in the bass
weight and slam stakes. And don't
forget that they cost £30 less. As

|
|

always, find out which one of these
front runners most suits your system
with a demonstration
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—World Mail

Letter
of the
Month

The writer of the ‘Letter
of the Month’ wins
a free subscription
to Hi-Fi World as well
as a Top Prize every
other month

LOUD AND PROUD

Current hi-fi equipment reviews seem to
favour systems with a ‘warm and rich’
sound. Multivendor equipment is
purposefully combined to try and obtain
this quality that is not always provided
by combining equipment from the same
manufacturer. It has been said that this
sound is a result of a slightly enhanced
(but smooth) lower mid and bass
response. It would seem that certain
equipment mixes bring this much-liked
attribute to the reproduced sound
whether or not it was intended at the
recording studio.

Ironically the above qualities are
usually appreciated best when listening

at low levels where human hearing starts
to become less sensitive at the bass end.
This characteristic is a well known
empirical fact best appreciated
graphically with the aid of the famous
Fletcher and Munson equal loudness
contour curves of yesteryear. These
show the bass and treble lift required to
obtain the same perceived loudness
level as that of a given reference level,
say at TkHz.

For example, at a level of 60dB SPL,
approximately +10dB of bass lift is
required at 100Hz to produce the same
subjective level as at 1TkHz. At higher
levels, eg 90dB to 100dB SPL, very little
or no bass lift is needed - our hearing
becomes “flatter’ at higher sound levels
(see Reference Data For Radio
Engineers, Howard and Sams.) This may
account for the dissatisfaction many
readers may have with their systems
when playing at medium to low levels.

Amplifier designs of the late Fifties
and Sixties invariably included a
loudness control (LF Sensitivity
Compensation may be a better
description) in the form of a switch
providing the varying levels of bass and
lower-mid lift based on the Fletcher and
Munson contours.

I am not sure that this facility, rarely
seen these days, should continue to be
dispensed with by purists who will
accept nothing but a flat response at any
level, arguing that equalisation will
detract from smoothness due to phase
response, etc. | go along with the latter

WRITE & WIN WITH HI-FI WORLD!

Every letter we print wins a
superb prize! On offer are the
Chord Co. interconnects, Audio

argument in the case of tone controls
that affect the whole spectrum, but
loudness compensation used in
measured and controlled steps need not
compromise matters (single-note-bass
‘speakers and boomy rooms excluded!)

Could it be that some manufacturers
already provide the required lift on the
quiet to achieve favourable reviews?
Perhaps their equipment does well since
it is able to portray that warm sound
usually associated with valve amps and
vinyl, and not the ‘cold, clinical’ sound
many systems are guilty of.

G. Evans
Lymington,
Hants.

The reason Fletcher/Munson
compensation became discredited
and fell out of use was that,
subjectively, it produced fairly
gross sounding results. As you say,
at 60dB SPL (relatively quiet)
around +10dB of bass boost at
100Hz is needed to produce equal
loudness to a 1kHz tone. At
80dB-90dB SPL, or normal
listening level, this drops to +5dB
or so. These levels of boost are
large and, as frequency goes down,
the boost increases. You end up
with bass heaviness, flapping
loudspeaker cones and a power
handling/thermal destruction
scenario staring you in the face.
Few people in practice find this a

Electronics books, Ringmat Statmats,
DNM Licon contact enhancer, DNM
Reson ‘speaker cable, Vivante LPs,
Nimbus Records CD box-sets and a FREE
subscription to Hi-Fi World for the best
letter of the month! Every other month we

Audis amplifier
from Mol

are also giving away a DNM Mica
cartridge worth £185 or a Musical Fidelity
X-ACT DAC worth £130. Please write, fax
or E-mail to Hi-Fi World Mail, 64 Castellain Rd,
Maida Vale, London W9 1EX

Fax: 0171 289 5620

E-mail: edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk
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very enlightened course
toward high fidelity.

The bass warmth
characteristics of some
modern products are
different in nature and
degree. Amplifiers and CD
players are relatively flat
across the audio spectrum,
varying their response at
worst by less than 1dB. If
CD players have an
engineered response (few do)
then we are talking +/-0.5dB.

Regular readers will
know I favour some bass
plateau boost in
loudspeakers, like many
other designers. But this
amounts to no more than a
few dB at most, otherwise

“HAD WE BUT WORLD
ENOUGH, AND TIME. . .”

Could you answer a query that’s been
niggling me and possibly a few other
intellectually-challenged readers? Why
do you provide only two lines to write a
tie-breaker for your competition?

You ask us to complete a rhyme, and
the obvious way to do this would be to
compose a second verse, as the rhyming
couplets provided appear to form a self-
contained structure. The instructions
dictate “less than 30 words”, and, as
your printed poetry always amounts to
roughly 30 words, this would confirm
my logic and indicate penning a
supplementary four-line verse using an
AABB rhyming pattern.

However, contradicting this are the
two lines provided, meaning | have to
write two lines to a line, as it were,
which can’t be write. . . er, | mean right.
And anyway, to hand-write four lines as
small as your print necessitates a
monthly visit to an osteopath to unfurl
my resultant claw of a hand.

Please could you explain what
precisely you are looking for in your tie-
breaker, because even in my smallest
handwriting, | can only manage to fit 15
words in total on the two lines you
provide. Is your “less than 30 words”
clause aimed at those readers with
access to nanomachines wielding atomic
biros? What are these guidelines for?! Do
you even care? Does anyone who
answers the questions without the aid of
a blindfold and a pin, and writes "less
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Equal loudness contours derived from work carried out by Robinson
and Dadson. This work has produced results which differ to some
extent from that done by Fletcher and Munson in 1933 on which
Fig. 2.2 is based. One difference is that no O phon curve is included
as the threshold of hearing has been found to be about 4 dB above
0-0002 dynes/sq. cm. The lowest curve refers to the minimum audible
field. From Acoustics, by G. Mackenzie ~~

than 30 words” plucked at random from
a dictionary win, provided they are first
from the postbag?

Do you actually read through the tie-
breakers of the hundreds/thousands
(delete as applicable) of hopeful readers
who succeed each month “in the event
of more than one entrant submitting all-
correct answers”, as you suggest in
competition Rule and Condition [2]?

How exactly is the winner “picked
from the tie-breaker by the Editor”? Is the
criterion simply to have written one, in
which case | can stop wasting time
dutifully designing ditties and instead
spend it sampling some spanking-new
CDs, or do you compare them with all-
correct answers? And if so, how many?

As with other magazines, a
comepetition is an obvious selling point,
and as such should be lucid in its
execution. Although | hate tie-breakers, |
welcome the inclusian of a small
amount of skill to off-set my natural
deficiency in luck, but the entry form
presentation and palpable time
constraints for judging tie-breakers every
month while compiling the next issue
confound me.

Poor Jon Marks - how does he find
the time to edit? Does he employ a
ghost-writer for his columns? Is the
reason he looks so uncomfortable in his
photo on page three that he's trapped
where he stands by a mountain of urine-
soaked competition entries, having been
unable to move for days? Yours
Confused and Bemused,

~ - —-AGE 60 YEARS

T B the effect is excessive. Such
e 120 PHON N boost suits CD more than
\\\\ 100 \/\,L vinyl too, anoth.er reason to
< ~ _ 7. o0 easy. Otherwise you end u
L - ~=-%,7.  8oeasy.Otl you end up
ORI SN 80 | L Ry with a ‘speaker that suits one
h \\ =1 l’,' medium but not the other.
A N 60 gt
KN \\\ P = f\"QJI; D Whilst superficially it
o . .

0 Al £ might appear that “warming
ol ;J\\ 20 {1 | the sound’ harks back to ideas
MAF 7 | N ~7 /] of yesteryear, I feel the two
o CURVE 3= i:—:?' are very tenuously connected.

20 100 500 1k 2k 5k 10k Boost levels are far lower in

today’s products. The idea is
to tip the balance in favour of
what most people find
pleasurable. The only response
shaper to produce a similar
effect was Quad’s tilt control,
and I have to say that
subjectively it could be both
effective and useful. NK

Anthony Peters
West Midlands

Andrew Harrison struggles gamely on through the

piles of competition entries.

Questions, questions! Because we
have had a couple of Doubting
Thomases recently, wondering if
we actually bother reading the tie-
breakers, the time has come for an
answer: yes we do! Every single
one of the hundreds we normally
receive is assiduously screened by
the verse-weary Assistant Ed, who
shortlists a select handful before
leaving the final judgement to Mr
Marks. He will then select the
wittiest, cleverest entry.

As to the question of how to
squeeze your entry into the space
provided, what we have failed to
spell out is that you can either
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. AUDIO SYNTHESIS
The DESKADEL range of HI-Fi interconnect, speaker Tel: 44-1-159224138

cables, hook-up wires and tone arm wires are Fax: 44-1-159229701
precision manufactured featuring PURE SILVER
conductors insulated with PTFE in a variety of
. . o . ANALOGUE AUDIO
designs to suit all applications. Using only the PRODUCTS
finest materials and the latest manufacturing SESERX ST eIt
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of quality products. for superb noturql P =i {17
sound reproduction on a scale Tel: 32-3-8892231
previously unheard. FRR: 9230800451
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photocopy the competition form or
simply write the answers and tie-
breaker alone on the back of a
postcard. Our apologies for this.
As for Jon Marks’ look of
discomfort, this is merely due to
his going through vinyl cold turkey
caused by his Trio L-07D direct

RIGHT TO REPLY

Dear Mr Marks, in your recent review of
pre and power amplifiers the Linn
Wakonda/LK100 came last. Your people
informed us that the source products
used were reference products frequently
used in reviews and selected from time to
time on an ad-hoc basis when you feel
they are appropriate.

I also understand we have no right of
reply or opportunity for manufacturer
comment and there is no guarantee that,
even if we do write, any comment made
will be published and that, in any event,
you reserve the right to edit such
correspondence.

I am sure that, even if you are
unaware of our views on the hierarchy of
a system and the importance of the
source, you will understand that, given a
poor source, the better the pre and power
amp and the downstream playback
components, the more obvious any
source defects will become.

If you accept this conjecture, then the
Wakonda and LK100 were the best
products in the review and | would relish
the opportunity to point out to your
readership that you may be getting things
upside down, back to front and inside
out, and that Linn owners, far from being
disappointed by your unfair criticism of
their products, should revel in this
confirmation that they have purchased
the best products in the category.

Given that we employ the most
advanced surface mount technology, that
our products measure better than any
competition, that we have solid-state,
distortion-free, non-wearing, non-
microphonic switching that is immune
from interference or degradation, and
that our low-noise switching power
supplies are the quietest power supplies
ever made by our industry, your readers
and our owners or prospective customers
need to draw their own conclusions
about the way this review has been
structured and the criteria that were
applied.

Noel Keywood and | both know that
the essential pitch relationships for the
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drive being packaged away for a
recent change of address.

To give you an idea of what we
look for in a winning tie-breaker,
here’s the one from the Wilson
Benesch competition in March:
The consummate sound of this
carbonized trio,

tune have to be captured by the source
components in order to be reproduced
faithfully, as no other downstream
component can recreate them by artifice.

I would be grateful if you would
publish this letter so that your readers
can fully appreciate the technical
background against which our products
should be judged and decide for
themselves the sources of the truth in this
matter.

Ivor S. Tiefenbrun

Managing Director,

Linn.

(This letter has not been edited - JM)

Dear Mr Tiefenbrun,

I am well aware of your views on
“the hierarchy of a system and the
importance of the source” and,
indeed, agree with the “rubbish in,
rubbish out” philosophy. However,
your argument above revolves
around, “given a poor source.”

As I was at great pains to
explain to Brian Morris (Linn’s
Publicity Manager, through whom
we arranged the delivery of the
Wakonda/LK100), the sources used
were not “poor”. I agree that a
pre/lpower combo cannot inject
rhythm and timing into music
where it is lacking in the output
from the source. With respect to
rhythm and timing though, the
front-ends we used are amongst the
best we have come across,

The Wakonda and LK100, far
from relaying the rhythm and
timing present in the source’s
signal, were the only pre and power
in the group test not to do this. This
being the case, I have to reaffirm
our opinion of the Wakonda and
LK100 as stated in the group test.

With respect to some of the
other comments you make:

Whether the components you
choose to build your hi-fi from are
considered “advanced” or old-
fashioned is irrelevant. If
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Could summon a platter of hi-fi
brio,
Nourish my system (underfed, oft-
fettled)
In which I hope it Will soon Be
neschled! AH

Keep your hi-fi connections clean with a dose of

DNM'’s Licon contact enhancer.

“advanced” was the only route to
success, how do you explain the
fact that a well-engineered valve
amp with ‘pre-historic’ paper-in-oil
caps and carbon-film resistors can
produce some of the best sounds in
the opinion of many of our readers,
who own such amps?

From measurements we have
carried out on Linn products in the
past I would dispute the claim that,
“our products measure better than
any competition”, Some Linn
products (like the Linto phono
stage, which is exceptionally quiet)
do indeed measure very well.
Others don’t.

The LK240 monoblocs
(£1500/pair) were reviewed in
August 1997. Power output was
112watts into 8ohms and their
distortion 0.012%. By comparison,
Quad’s 707 stereo power amp
(£800) puts out 136watts and
0.004% distortion.

In our group test the Wakonda
and LK100 (£1550) yielded figures
of 45watts into 8ohms with
distortion of 0.005%. The least
expensive combo (the Technics SU-
C1000 and SE-A1000 at £650)
measured 90watts and 0.004%.

With the changes of sources and
cabling (both loudspeaker and
interconnect) during the review of
the Wakonda and LK100 we gave
them a chance to do their best.
Compared to the other pre/power
amps in the group test, the Linns’
best was neither particularly
rhythmic nor involving in spite of
these qualities being present in
sources which have proved their
worth in many reviews.
Furthermore, we were told by Brian
Morris that the units’ sound
quality would be checked on their
return to the factory after the
review. We have heard nothing
more from you on this matter.

Jon Marks, Editor
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HI-FI DETOX

| am a hopeless hi-fi junkie and | hope
you or your readers will be able to offer
me some kind of maintenance
prescription. A year ago | tried a cocktail
of Cambridge Audio CD4 and ATMKIlI!
with Mordaunt-Short MS10is, Atacama
stands and decent interconnect and

‘speaker cables. | added to this a Yamaha
YST-SW80 subwoefefto give me a higher
high.

When | scored this concoction from a
shady, street-corner dealer, he assured
me that | would be perfectly safe and
wouldn’t get hooked. How naive | was!
Since then | have become more and more
dependent on hi-fi, and | am now
regularly taking large doses of that most
powerful and dangerous of aural
narcotics - tweaking!

I soon found that | needed

something to beat that first rush of ¢ ..

pleasure, so | turned to making
stands for the sub, amp and CD
player. | did this by gluing three
heavy nails into each side of
three heavy slabs (this is
called “spiking” on the
street). | kept the nails as
short as possible so as to not
adulterate the high. This
heady mixture gave me a
significantly better buzz and,
for a while, I thought | had my habit
under control. But | soon found | needed
more.

I next discovered myself, while in the
grips of cold turkey, in an electrical
purveyor’s establishment. He said 1
should try “rewiring”, a stronger form of
“spiking”. He persuaded me to buy a few
lengths of 1.5mm mains cable and a
soldering iron which | would use to apply
the cable in place of the lesser, “softer”
cable. What a rush! This was fantastic
and | was sure that | would not fall any
deeper into the depths of audio despair,
but it was not to be.

I was now becoming desperate,
needing more and more just to feel
normal. My wife was beginning to
suspect something was wrong. Our
money was disappearing, | was
neglecting our children and | found
myself unable to concentrate. My fingers

Ry

were covered in the familiar tell-tale
marks of stereo abuse, soldering iron
burns.

| was told that | should wean myself
off my addiction by gradually reducing
my intake. 1 tried, oh God how | tried.
Taking the back off my sub and lining it
with sound-deadening panels (which can
be purchased in any town in the country
from an automotive “pusher”) just didn’t
satisfy my cravings. | needed something
stronger, harder.

| was now hopeless and pathetic, only
just human. | was living in a twilight
world where the only thing that matters is
your next tweak. | had fallen so low that i
had even resorted to taking the fuses out
of the plugs and soldering the power
cable directly to the live pin. | have to be

A

| 1

~

One way to slake your DIY thirst - our 300B valve

power amp kit.
honest, this is a high almost as strong as
the first time, but it is a desperate,
inhuman and selfish act. You must NOT
try this stimulant, it should be illegal. At
the very least you will find that you have
invalidated your buildings’ insurance and
probably much worse.

Now | want to change, | want to
become a productive member of society.
But it is an uphill struggle and | need
help. The only way for me to dry out is to
try building valve amplifiers. This is such
an expensive habit though. | have no
doubt that | would have to turn to crime
to finance my addiction.

You are my last hope. You seem to
have your addictions under control, you
are your own masters, so | am requesting
your assistance. Can you tell me of any
therapists that can supply me with a valve

Visit our website at
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
or send your e-mails to
edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk

amp kit at a low price that, | hope, will
enable me to restore some kind of
normality to my bleak existence? My
wife, children and warranties have paid a
very high price for my lack of will-power
and they don’t deserve that. | face a
lonely, and probably institutionalised,
future at the moment.

I promise this will be the last hit. | just
need one more.

“mr sussex”
trubski@globalnet.co.uk

Beware, for the seductive glow and
sweet sound of the thermions
trapped within the hot bottle can be
far, far more addictive than silicon
laced with electrons. There is real
danger here too. Meddling with the
high voltages coursing through
the veins of a valve amp can
prove lethal.
Should you choose to tread
the Path Of The Tube, there
are characters who will
happily provide you with
what you crave. Maplin
(tel: 01702 554000) sell
a power device known
as the Millennium 4-20
(20watts a side from a
pair of EL34s) for around
£210. The line and phono Newton
pre-amp will enhance the euphoria
at a cost of about £150.

As I'm sure your blood-shot eyes
will have noticed, we ourselves
have two pre-amp kits, KLP1 (line-
level only) and KLPP1 (line and
phono) with which to partner two
power amps, K5881 (20watts pure
class A) and 300B (28watts, also
pure class A).

It’s worth burning some
midnight oil over our Supplements
to make sure no potential providers
slip through your net. And, as you
say, for safety’s sake you should
NEVER remove the fuses from plugs
and solder the mains leads in
directly. J]M

Experience another rush with a set of The Chord

Company's Siren interconnects.

If you do not want your e-mail address published, please let us know

m JULY 1998
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IN A SPIN ABOUT VINYL

I would like to re-purchase some guality
vinyl albums by Pink Floyd, the Doors

facsimile of the original pressings.
Although most use the analogue
masters, modern disc-cutting

World Mail

digital delay lines to drive the
cutting head. This involves the
signal passing through high-

and other artists from the '60s and
'70s. | have seen advertisements
in your magazine from dealers
supplying EMI 180gm albums.
Are these the best currently
available, and how do they
compare with the original
pressings? | have a Rega Planar 3
turntable.

N. Mistry

EMLI’s recent vinyl reissues
are great news for record
collectors and music lovers.
We’ve suddenly got the
chance to buy classic albums
on vinyl that most of us

Kate Bush

Hounds Of Love

quality, 20-bit A-to-D and D-
to-A convertors, which has a
subtle effect. While very clean
and detailed, they lack the
depth and warmth of the

| originals. The sound is still

| extremely impressive, and it
isn’t until you get into super-
deck territory that you really
notice.

If it’s good music on new
vinyl you want, I can heartily
recommend the EMI
Centenary series, but if sound
is your absolute priority then
you’ll have to get mint
originals or, better still,
Japanese pressings or Mobile

never thought we’d see again

Fidelity imprints which are

new. And they’re super quality EMI's latest batch of Centenary LP reissues, like Kate Bush's Hounds Of mega rare and no less

too, with fine vinyl and
lovingly re-created cover
artwork and inners. But what
they’re not is an exact sonic

RAVING

Why, when loudspeakers at raves can
have sensitivity ratings in three figures,
do hi-fi ‘speakers on average struggle to
reach 90dB?

| am aware that not everyone,
including myself, wishes to listen to
music at ear-bleeding volume levels, but
surely it would make sense for ‘speaker
manufacturers to build ‘speakers that
require less power. If you don’t have a
few thousand pounds to spare on a pair
of horns, a low-powered valve amp (of
which there are hundreds) will struggle
to achieve anything.

Could the technology applied to
professional loudspeakers not be applied
to domestic versions? | cannot see any
disadvantage in high sensitivity - a
powerful amp would produce less
distortion for the same volume and an
amp on a par with my Quad lls might
make some noise!

Brian Rose
rose.residence@mcmail.com

There’s a number of factors which
come into play here which together
conspire to keep hi-fi driver
sensitivity down. The first is that a
lot of very high power PA systems
are run actively with electronic

HI-FI WORLD

Love, offers audiophile sound at sensible prices.

lathes - such as the Neumanns used
at EMI’s Abbey Road studios - use

crossovers, whereas most domestic
‘speakers use passive crossovers. So
the PA rig has no capacitors and
resistors between
the amp
and

Domestic
drivers like this
bass unit have thick,
doped-paper cones that are

heavier and better damped than those in most

PA counterparts.

driver to soak up their share of the
input signal.

Also playing a part is the cone
mass of many hi-fi drivers. Most
PA units are made of paper which
is light (hence high efficiency) but

expensive! DP

Indulge your ears and your Planar 3 with an

audiophile LP from Vivante.

can often sound rough and very
coloured. Domestic variants have
heavier cones which possess better
internal damping and produce a
smoother, more evenly-balanced
sound. Carbon fibre and Aerogel are
bringing mass down though.

Cone mass (and surround
stiffness) also affects resonant
frequency. To get deep bass from
a driver, you need a low
resonant frequency. The

majority of PA bass units
have high resonant points
y and don’t go particularly
low. Besides, the amount of
power it takes to get 30Hz
at extreme volume levels is
staggering, so most PA
systems don’t bother dipping
much below 50Hz.

As far as tweeters go,
again low-mass metal diaphragms
help, but most PA tweeters have a
pretty nasty sound that lacks
finesse. However, where they score
over most hi-fi versions is with
their huge (and costly) magnet
assemblies which raise sensitivity.
M

Learn about active and passive crossovers with John
Linsley Hood’s Audio Electronics book.
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PICTULE THE SOUND

PROUDLY PLRESENTS
Anthem range from Sonic Frontiers

Sweet sound and numerous feature
make the CD1 fine value for money
World Verdict

March 98

22 @@

Anthem CDI1

Wonderful natural sound: Masses of realism.
As a high-end contender this player is a
winner,

WHAT HI-FI?
Jan 98

Anthem Pre 1L Anthem Amp 1
*..better sound than you’ve got any right to expect "..excels at just about every parameter,
at this price point - maybe even double. Very highly .. but the Pe-sf part is the Amp 1°s sheer
recommended.” musmoh'ry .
stereophile Feb 98 Stereophile Feb 98

For your nearest stockist

Tel: 07000 Hi-Fi-Co (443426)

Picture The Sound - 13 Weston Road, Guildford Surrey, GU2 6AU




CARTRIDGE CONUNDRUM

I recently acquired a VP HW19 Mkl
turntable with a Syrinx PU3 tone-arm and
an Audio Technica AT33ML MC
cartridge. | have no information on either
tone-arm or cartridge and domestic
sources are of no help. | read in
November 1997 that an AT33E MC was
used 1o review a Densen phono stage. |
would guess the cartridges are similar.
Presently the AT is tracking at 1.25gm.
Is this the recommended figure? Helpful
too would be the correct loading, as |
need a compatible phono pre-amp. |
have pressed my Creek OBH-8SE, whose
gain is clearly inadequate, into service.
As to phono pre-amps, | am thinking in
terms ot an Aragon 47K or a Henley
HMC100, but | don’t know if the latter is
available in the US. What would you
advise?
Michael Klewin
m-t-k@webtv.net

The AT33ML is a Micro Linear-
stylused AT33E, a mid-Eighties
design which has proved enduringly
popular in Japan thanks to its
sweet, detailed sound. Although
unavailable in Britain, the ML is
the second highest in AT’s range of
MCs, the AT33PTG (Prestige)
taking over the mantle of top
cartridge from the now-defunct
ART-1. Loading is the standard
47kilohm, output 0.4mV and

PROBLEMS WITH MY NADS
Please help. | am currently running a
NAD 513 multi-CD player and NAD
713 Pro-Logic receiver, with XLO
nterconnects and cables, and |
considered this a fairly good system.
That is until | bought a pair of the
gorgeous sounding Jamo Concert 8
loudspeakers (thanks for your reviews
and ravings there - a great choice).
Now, of course, they are far too good
for the rest of my system. The receiver
can drive them OK, but | fear it is not
revealing the loudspeakers’ potential.

| listen to well recorded Blues (eg,
Doug Macleod), Classical and some
mainstream (like Clapton). How much
sound staging, detail and musicality am |
missing out on with my components?
With about £2000-£3000 to spend, can
| get good sounding hi-fi from a digital
Pro-Logic system and new CD player,
or do | bite the bullet and run two
separate systems. | don’t use viny| but
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recommended tracking force 1.5gm.
The Scottish-built Syrinx PU3
was produced in the early Eighties,
and although a fine high-mass arm,
was somewhat overshadowed by
Linn’s Ittok LVII. It should work
well with the AT33ML, assuming

World Mail _

sound.

Second on my list would be a
Michell Iso, which is still a great
design but might be just a touch too
analytical witl your AT. The
Densen DP-DRIVE/DP-02 is also
very good, with loads of gain and

For sweet sounds from your MC without going over-budget, audition LFD’s Mistral Phono stage.

it’s still in good condition.

As far as head amps are
concerned, the Creek OBH-8SE is
designed for Moving Magnets, and
is thus unsuitable for your MC. The
cheapest option would be to trade
in your OBH-8SE for an OBH-9
with OBH-2 power supply. This
would give good, musical sound on
a budget, but to get the best from
your AT you really need something
like LFD’s Mistral Phono stage
(£300). Although this has relatively
low gain for MCs, it worked
superbly with my AT33E, giving a
wonderfully warm ‘analogue’

can appreciate the analogue sound so
produced.

Although in my mid-40s, | guess |
have really not appreciated true music
quality until the last 12 months. Any
info would be greatly appreciated.

Paul Griffiths
heather@nettrek.com.au

Crimson
Electric’s pre
and power amps
work a treat with the
Jamo Concert 8

loudspeakers.

very low noise, but is ultimately
less involving than the LFD. I'im
afraid we haven't reviewed the
Aragon, so I can’t comment.

I'd advise against the Henley -
it’s a good unit but really only gives
its best with the Ortofon Rohmann
for which it was designed. If any of
the above aren’t distributed in the
Us, I'm sure a quick fax or e-mail to
the relevant company over here
would secure you a US-voltage
model shipped to your door. DP

Allow more of the music through your system with a

bottie of DNM's Licon contact enhancer.

The only way to the Jamos justice is to
partner them with some audiophile
amplification and a similarly competent
source. AV equipment rarely shares the
same virtues as components built
purely for sound reproduction,
although the Panasonic DVD-A350 and
Denon DVD-3000 DVD players are
serendipitous exceptions. Both sell for
around £700 over here and would
make a fine front end in your system,
especially as they will play your video
DVDs too.

There’s a couple of options as to
amplifiers. One is the £600 Audio
Analogue Puccini SE, which will let you
hear a lot of what the Concert 8s are
capable of, even if it won’t unleash all
their star qualities. Then, for £875,
there’s the Crimson Electric C5610C
pre and CS620C power. |M

Hook up your Jamos with a set of DNM’s Reson

loudspeaker cable.
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TITLES ON OFFER!

High Performance Loudspeakers 5th Editio

by Martin Colloms

An up to date high performance reference book. Ideal for professionals
and students. Covering reviews of CAD packages, digital loudspeaker
design, new results in loudspeaker distortion, new developments in short
path, low order crossover network design, bending wave panel speaker

I

Theory and Design of Loudspeaker Enclosures
J. E. Benson \
Covers infinite baffle, reflex, passive radiator

etc. in great detail with a highly mathematical
approach making it unsuitable for beginners but
highly authoritative to experienced designers.
244pp 6” x 9”7

Paperback Code: 1140

£23.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

The Loudspeaker Design
Cookbook, 5th edition -
Vance Dickason

This best seller offers up-to-
date design information for
the home constructor. It uses
modern Thiele-Small theory
and parameters.

185pp 8" x 11

Paperback

Code No. 1090 \
£22,95 + £3.25 P&P :

Bullock On Boxes

Robert M. Bullock 11

Using Thiele-Small parameters
clearly, it offers lots of helpful
tables and graphs to get to
grips with the sizing of the box
and port of a reflex

ACOUSTICS 5 ycries

pSYCHOS

loudspeaker.
72pp 8" x 11"
Paperback Code No. 1100

£12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

AUDIO ELECTRONIC THEORY BOOKS

The Art of Electronics

by P Horowitz & W.Hill.

An ideal book for beginner
through to engineer. Each
chapter takes you from the
basic first principals through to
full design and practical
circuits

Hardback Code No. 1210
£35.00 + £7.65 P&P (UK)

Audio Electronics

by John L Hood

The contents are as follows; Tape
recording; tuners and radio reciev-
ers; Preamplifiers and input sig-
nals; voltage amplifiers and con-
trols; Power output stages 1 The
CD and digital audio; Test instru-
ments and measurements;
Loudspeaker crossover systems;
Power supplies 1 Index

240pp, 246 x 189mm,
Paperback Code No. 1480
£19.99 + £3.00 P&P (UK)

The Art of Linear Electronics

by John Linsley Hood by Electktor

Build your own Electronic Test Instruments

technology, hybrid
loudspeakers and more.
478pp 7" x 9'7”

Paperback Code No 1350

. £24.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK
o s et

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and
Construction

Ronald Wagner

Step by step guide to the design and construc-
tion of a full range electrostatic loudspeaker,
including basic operating principles. Strongly
recommended for those wanting to either build,
repair and/or restore or who are just interested
in electrostatics.

243pp 7" x 9

Paperback Code No. 1080

£16.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics

by David M. Howard & James Angus
This book provides an introduction to
acoustics, including the principles of
human perception of sound, notes and
harmony, musical dynamics, timbre of
musical instruments, acoustic model for
musical instruments, hearing music in dif-
ferent environments, deceiving the ear
and processing sound electronically
224pp 244 x 189mm

Paperback Code No. 1370

£25.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

The Art and Science of Analog Circuit Design
edited by Jim Williams
The seventeen contributors to this companion

Personalities, present more tutorial,historical,
and editorial viewpoints on subjects related to
analog circuit design, Their anecdotes and
essays also give constructive guidance in areas
not usually covered in engineering course.
393pp 104 X 154 Hardback  Code No. 1500
£17.99 + £4.25 P&P (UK)

High Performance Audio Power Amplifiers
by Ben Duncan

Power Amplifies and their performance lie at
the heart of audio engineering. This hand-
book is the distillation of the state of the art.
Linking analog electronics, acoustics, heat
and music technology; high-end hi-fi and pro-
fessional PA and recording studio use; theory,
modelling and real-world practice; design and
repair; the old and the new, the mainstream
and the specialised.

288pp, 234x156mm,

Hardback Code No.1460

£40.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

by Robin Pain

text to Analog Circuit Design; Art, Science, and

Loudspeaker and Headphone
Handbook

Second Edition

by John Borwich

This book brings together in a single
volume every aspect and practice in
sufficient depth to equip students and
professionals alike with a solid work-
ing knowledge of the subject.

592pp 234 x 156mm

Paperback Code No. 1360
£50.00 + £4.25 P&P (UK)

Loudspeakers: The
Why and How of

l Good

Reproduction

G.A. Briggs

An easy to under-
stand book on

building loud-

) speakers, using

empirical tech-
niques that pre-
date computer

analysis. Strong

recommendation for beginners.

88pp 57" x 8'7

Paperback Code: 1070

£10.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

&Mw \ Aralogue
\ 1CS | Electronics
\“‘ (4 | ‘?ﬂ“l'\‘““ \ by lan
Taoe O | Hickman
\ | Completely
| up-to-date
with the lat-
\ est devel-
: l,‘,LE‘S opt:;entil
| s st — and tech-
\% niques, this
book will enable the reader
to acquire an easy familiarity with
electronic circuitry and how it
works.
1992, 300pp, 350 circuit dia-
grams, 246 x 189mm, Paperback
Code No. 1490
£19.99 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Electronics made Simple

by lan Sinclair

This books covers the basic theory
and principles of electronics. A
good read for the beginner.

Code No 1420

£12.99 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Practical Electronic fault-Finding and Troubleshooting

This practical handbook gives a complete working
knowledge of the basics and technology of linear
electronics, with application examples in such fields
as audio, radio, instrumentation and television.
400pp, 246 x 189,

Paperback Code No. 1380

£19.99 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

This book contains designs for 17 measuring instruments,
seven generators and analysers; ten miscellaneous instruments
and a number of test ancillaries and auxiliaries. The designs
range from a simple multicore cable designs contain a special
printed circuit, drawing of which are given in an appendix.
Code No. 1400

£15.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

This book explains the basic techniques needed to be a trou.
bleshooter, using only the basic equipment: a digital multi-
meter and an oscilloscope. Simple circuit examples are usex
to illustrate principles and concepts fundamental to the
process of fault finding.

240pp 2% x 156mm

Paperback Code No. 1430

£19.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)



Electronic Circuits Student Handbook
by Michael Tooley

This book provides the knowledge necessary to appreciate
the operation af a wide range of basic electronic circuits
including amplifiers, logic gates, power supplies, timers and
pulse generators. the coverage is ideal for students following

formal courses.

240pp 246-189mm,
Paperback Code No.1450
£14.99 + £2.75 P&P (UK)

VALVE BOOKS

Tube Amplifiers
by Kavsek & Kavsek

with tech. data.
167pp 9% x 12
Hard back
£47.95 + £5.50 P7P (UK)

Amplifiers

amplifiers.

142pp 8” x 10"
Paperback

Valve Amplifiers

Morgan Jones, Audio Engineer
This book allows those with a
limited knowledge of the field to
understand both the theory and the
practice of valve audio amplifier
design, such that they can analyse
and modify circuits, and rebuild an
amplifier. Constructional
techniques are also provided so
readers can build from scratch
designs that actually work.

374pp 6" x P

Paperback Code No. 1330
£25.08 + 2.75 P&P (UK)

Tubes
Herbert ). Reich.

and hobbyists.
398 pp 6” x 9"
Paperback

AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES BOOKS

Audio Anthologies - When Audio Was Young

Six volumes to collect, covering one of the most excit-
ing and important eras of hi-fi. The Audio Anthologies

contain maay ground breaking circuits and theory arti-
cles of all aspects of hi-fi design. A must for true enthu-
siasts.

Volume One: May'47 to Dec'49

Contents: 9.5W, 5W and 6.5W 6AS7G amps., 30W
300B amp., valve FM tuning indicator, 30W 211 power
amp., cathcde follower amp. using 6V6, an adaptation
of the Williamson amp., valve phono pre-amp., several
horn and reflex loudspeaker designs.

Volume 1 124pp, 87" x 11", paperback

Code No. 1150 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UX)

Volume Two: Jan'50 to Jul'55

Contents: Ultra linear 616 design and operation of the
Williamsor, a direct coupled amp., Williamson type
amp using 6A5s, 40W 845 push-pull amp., valve phono
and line pre-amps., valves and loudspeaker damping,
design and construction of reflex and horn loudspeak-
ers.

Volume 2
Code No. 1160

124pp, 8" x 11", paperback
£14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

The most beautiful tube amp book in
the world. No specs. no test. just 215
gorgeous four colour photos of 65+
amps with a short description of
each. Including a 12 page explana-
tion of the history of tubes and
tubeamps. Apendix with addresses

Code No. 1310

Build your own High-eng Audio Equipment
by Elecktor
Build your own High-end equipment contains con-

struction projects for solid state and valve preamplifiers

and power amplifiers,active coross-over filters, and
active subwoofer, a mono/stereo compressor and a
headphone amplifier,

Code No. 1390

£14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

The Williamson Amplifier

D.T.N. Williamson.

Offers practical advice on

EELLIRE amplifier for best results.
Sl 40pp 8 x 117

Paper back

Code No. 1040

WiLLIA

X

by Piotr Mikolajczyk & Bohdan
Paszkowski

how to build and set up the

£9.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Electronic Universal Vade-Mecum

The Beginner’s Guide to Tube
Design
by Bruce Rozenblit
The best beginner’s guide on
vacuum tube audio is now
available. this book takes a
comprehensive look at tube
audio design. For the
beginner, the author starts
by explaining how vacuum
tubes work and how to
design with them. For the
more experienced constructor,
Rozenblit has provided chapters on subjects
including stabilisation and testing, a description of 13
famous and classic amps and preamps and how to
work effectively as a designer. A hands-on guide to
construction techniques, tools and choosing compo-
nents and tubes is provided. 1997, 132pp., 8" x 11”
Paper back  Code No. 1340
£15.50 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Electronic Valves in Audio Frequency Amplifiers

by E. Rodenhuis

Originally published in 1954 by Philips, this book
encourages amp. builders to experiment with design

Mullard Tube Circuits for Audio

This Data book comprises 5693
valves divided into 442 groups.
A comprehensive book which
contains connection details,

elements. Discussing the use of valve data, the
function of different amplifier stages and includes
detailed descriptions of eight designs. A wealth of
practical data, measurements and interesting fea-

Includes full designs for eleven
power and control amps, includ-
ing 5-20, using valves. Begins
with a four chapter tutorial on
getting the best sound from valve

Code 1030
£13.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Principles of Electron

A textbook for beginners &y
starting with the basics of

how a vacuum tube actually : )
works. Shows how a simple
circuit is designed including
amplifiers, transformers and power
supplies. A must for both enthusiasts

Code No. 1010
£27.95 + £3.00 P&P (UK)

and example circuits.
Hard back

by John W. Stokes.

256pp "8 x 11”
"\ Paper back Code: 1050

by Rainer Zur Linde

Code No0.1320
£14.95 + 2.25 P&P (UK)

Volume Three: Aug'52 to jun'55

Contents: Simple valve phono stage, transformer less
amplifier using 6082, 20W 5881 amp., 10W 6V6 amp.,
stereo valve pre-amp., high quality valve phono stage, a
pre-amp for the Williamson, low distortion tone control
pre-amp., binaural or stereophonic, transistor phono
amp., corner horn loudspeaker, concrete horn
loudspeaker,

Volume 3 124pp, 8"
£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code No. 1170 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

x 11", paperback

Volume Four: Jul'55 to Dec'57

Contents: 18W 5881 amp., 4W single-ended tweeter
amp., budget 11W amp., versatile bass/treble control,
transistor theory, transistor pre-amp., transistor tech-
niques, battery powered transistor phono pre-amp. and
loudspeakers explained.

Volume 4 144pp, 8'*° x 11", paperback

Code No. 1180

£14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

operating parameters, load lines

Code 1060
£49.95 + £ 8.50 P&P (UK)

70 Years of Radio Tubes and Valves

QOutlines the evolution of radio receiving
tubes and the part they played in the
domestic radio receiver. A reference for
those interested in the history and
development, and collectors alike.

5 £24.95 + £3.50 P&P (UK)
Build your own Audio Valve Amplifiers

This book is intended for a broad cross-section of
the public: apart from construction projects for
preamplifers, power amplifiers and two amplifiers
for musical instruments aimed at the practical
audio/hi-fi enthusiast, it offers much information on
the operation of electron tubes, while the first
chapter gives a short history of the thermionic valve.

tures will be found. A very good read.
Paperback 147pp Code No. 1520
Price £12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

An Approach to Audio Frequency
Amplifier Design

Seventeen circuits from 5 to 1100watts -
General Electric Co.

High quality amp. designs using KT66s,
KT88s, DA100s etc. Includes two valve
pre-amps complete with phono stages.
126pp 6'x 9”

Paper back  Code No. 1020

£19.95 + £1.75 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur Power Amp Projects

by the editors of Audio Amateur

This profusely illustrated handbook features
26 of the best articles on power amps
published in Audio Amateur from 1970-89.
Authors from six countries offer an array of
designs to provide almost any level of
high-quality audio power needed by the
resourceful amateur who prefers the plea-
sure of building his or her own equipment.
205pp., 8-7"x 11"

Paper back  Code No. 1300

£14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Volume Five: Jan'58 to Dec'59

Contents: Stereo valve multiplex decoder, 7W EL84
amp., valve active crossover and 20W treble amp/50W
bass amp., monaural, binaural, monophonic and stereo-
phonic explained, heterodyne FM multiplex adaptor,
transistor pre-amp., 60W EL34 amp., high power audio
amps, hi-fi loudspeaker enclosure.

Volume 5 144pp, 8'" x 117, paperback

Code: 1190

£14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Six: Jan'60 to Dec'61

Contents: Transistor pre-amps., feedback techniques, the
coming of FM stereo, FM multiplex adapters, Tape
recorders; distortion, frequency response and noise,
120W 6550 amp., loudspeaker efficiency.

Volume 6 144pp, 8" x 11", paperback

Code No. 1200

£14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

08 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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iPay: World Audio Publishing Ltd. £

or debit my Mastercard/Visa card (Card No):
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E N C E

...the essence of a live
performance, the passion...
the emotion... the sensuality.
Y just can't beat it!

But you can come close, that's
why you own a hi-fi system.
That's also why you need to
use the very best cables you
can afford, because only then,
can you be sure that your
system is being allowed to
work to it's full potential.

We at QED recognise that the
only way to ensure the best
results, is to insist on an
unparalleled level of signal
accuracy. To prove this, we
undertook one of the most
comprehensive studies ever
undertaken, on how and why
cables effect system
performance*. Not that you
need to worry about the
technicalities, all you have to
do is enjoy the results!

A summary of ins researcn "The
Geness Report” s a.a ac'e on mequest

For a colour brochure on the full
product range call us now on
(01276) 451166

QED
—

QED Audio Products Ltd,
Ridgeway House, Ridgeway Close,
Lightwater, Surrey GU18 sXU
Fax:(01276) 452211
Email:panic@qed.co.uk
Internet:http://www.qed.co.uk

T H E

Price from €27.00/pair

MARCH 98

MARCH 98

"Qnect 2 was one of the
best-liked cables in the
test. Qnect 2 fully
deserves a Best Buy."

"Great price, great
cable, well made.
Nifty name, neat plugs.
Five stars. Next...”

Qudos Silver

Price around €4.95/m

"...what a fabulous little cable this is! Insightful,
invelving and able to dredge out even the smallest
of details., ...In a sensibly-priced system (say, £1000
oy so) it's a bargain.

Qudos Orginal
"Sensational sound...
You won't find a better e
cable at this price.”
Price around €2.25/m

APRIL 96 KNERXWNX

"This is incredibly § -
"~
"=
4 )

good value cable, —
revealing clarity and

depth of image that is ot
downright stunning.

Profile 4 x 4

We recommend the
QED unreservediy.”

W

\
APRIL 97 \i

L O & & & 3

Price around €9.00/m

Profile Silver 12

"It demonstrates
superlative resolution |
with an airy treble
that brings acoustic
instriaments into
sharp focus. Bass is
excellent,.."

Price around €15.00/m




Review

OXING CLEVER

Kenwood’s £130 LS90UK monitors show they can turn their hand to ‘speakers
as well as separates. Jon Marks reports.

hen the diminutive
LS90UK two-ways first
saw the light of day as

they emerged from their box, we at
World experienced a fleeting
moment of déja vu. It wasn’t the fact
that so many small budget
loudspeakers have passed through
our listening room, it was something
more specific, something to do with
their proportions more than just their
size.

A cabinet as unusually deep as
the Kenwoods’ stands out in a
market where every square
millimetre of particle board has to
justify its existence to the pin-stripes
in the accounting department. So
where had we seen them before?
The answer came from Denmark
and the ‘speaker company Eltax,
whose Liberty 3+ stand mounters
(which ook very much like a bigger
brother to the Kenwoods) we
reviewed back in January of this
year. Eltax actually build the
LS90UKs for Kenwood, although the
design, including that extra-deep
enclosure, is Kenwood’s own.

The drivers, a soft-dome tweeter
and a reflex-loaded 4in. mid/bass
with a doped-paper cone and
chunky magnet, sit in rebates (to aid
imaging) and are shielded, so they
can be used close to a television or
computer monitor.

You're in for a bit of a surprise if
you examine the crossover and
expect to see the normal skinny
inductors. Hardwired on a board on
the rear panel is one very large and
superbly-finished iron-core inductor
and one air-core. The only other
parts are two electrolytic capacitors
and a 5watt wirewound resistor.

Having run the LS90UKs in for a
couple of days, we perched them
atop open-frame stands and drove
them with the Musical Fidelity
A1001 and Puccini SE integrateds
fronted by Denon and Panasonic
DVD players.

As our measurements had
pointed out, the Kenwoods have a
response lift across the midrange
which, on paper, should project

Hi-Ft WORLD

vocals and strings well forward of
the loudspeakers. So it turned out in
practice as well, on discs like Tori
Amos’ Little Earthquakes.

The close-miking of her voice
with its powerful sibilants causes
many drivers problems, but the
LS90UKs maintained a fair
composure on this album. A slight
"fizziness’ to Tori’s voice near the
top of its range made for marginally
sharper ‘s’ sounds than are really
caught in the recording, but with a
smooth amp and cabling this wasn't
a problem.

Where the LS90UKs pulled
ahead of almost all the competition
(the Tannoy m2s alone are superior)
was in sound staging. That deep
cabinet made for an acoustic that
stretched considerably further back
than the norm at £130. This is
because, before they come out
through the mid/bass’s cone,
reflections from the rear wall of the
cabinet have further to travel and
are thus more heavily attenuated by
the air and polyester damping inside
the enclosure.

For maximum sound stage depth,
the Kenwoods need to be wel! away
from walls. The trade-off here is in
bass level. For their volume, these
loudspeakers have relatively dry
bass, no doubt highlighted by the

midrange lift. Our measurements
showed that there’s the customary
upper-bass peak and lower bass
reaches down to 63Hz, a fine set of
figures. But the weight implied here
is only realised when you pump a
decent amount of power into the
voice coils.

Take Classical music as an
example. While single timpanum
strikes were solid, if a little rough
around the edges, drum rolls
sounded loose and rather distorted.
Still, this sort of welly from a 4in.
driver ain’t bad, and a small, light
cone makes for crisp, swift
transients.

Matching sound staging as an
LS90UK strength was imaging. With
the 'speakers about five feet apart in
our room, instruments and players
were sharply focused. Don’t try
separating the ‘speakers too far
though - this stretches images and
they start to blur.

The LS90UKs have strengths and
weaknesses, as do all budget
loudspeakers. They major on clarity
and minor on bass weight. A tad
more smoothness and tonal colour
to the midrange and treble wouldn’t
go amiss either. Still, for £130 they
are definitely worth considering to
partner a warm, bassy CD or amp
like Cambridge’s A1 Mkllie®

Kenwood LS90UK
£129.95

Kenwood

Dwight Road,
Watford,

Herts. WD1 8EB
Tel: 01923 816444

WORLD VERDICT
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The LS90UKs
have dry bass and
limited tonal
colour, but sound
staging and
imaging are
excellent.

Measured Performance

see pltl
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' Trichond Research Limired

the real sound experience

CD UPGRADE

CLOCK 3 '
CD PLAYER UPGRADE FROM £132

Trade-in price “£135.00

From the designer of the original Clock 2 upgrade
A new generation of Master Clock

Trade-in price *£345.00 “Significantly better than anything else I' ve experienced to date.”
- Jimmy Hughes.

“Superior Clarity & Imaging - Irrestibly foot-tapping.”

- Clive Meakins - Hi-Fi News - June ‘98

Trade-in price *£215.00 * High accuracy (5ppm) low jitter performance master clock.
Up to five times reduction in date related jitter

Increased transparency, resolution and sound staging
Greater dynamics and sheer listening pleasure

Can be fitted to most players or transports regardless of price
The level of improvement is just as significant with expensive
transports as it is with inexpensive players.

Trade-in price *£975.00 l

local Trichord dealer. Also available in kit form with instructions for the

} These modifications can be carried out by Trichord Research Ltd, or by your
technically competent.

Trade-in price *£180.00 Pulsewire Digital + Analogue Cable
Major Credit Cards Accepted

“Trade-in any cartridge to qualify for the special offer price.

Tel: (01684) 573524 Fax: (01684) 577380
73 Church Street, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 2AE

THE SOUTHWESTS PREMIER RETAILER
We stock a wide range of products from some exclusive manufacturers worldwide.

TEAC * ALCHEMIST * ATACAMA SUPPORTS * AUDIO NOTE * AUDIO ANALYSIS * AUDIOQUEST CABLES *

* AUDIO SPECTRUM * BOSTON ACOUSTICS * CABLE TALK * ELEMENTAL AUDIO * HENLEY DESIGNS * KELLY * MICHELL *
MONITOR AUDIO * MUSICAL FIDELITY * MYRYAD * ORTOFON * PARASOUND * PHILOSOPHY CABLES * PROJEKT STANDS
PROJECT * REL * ROTHWELL * S.M.E. * SONIC FRONTIERS * SONIC LINK * STANDS UNIQUE * TARGET* TRIANGLE
SPEAKERS * TRICHORD * VOYD TURNTABLES

QUALITY SECOND USER EQUIPMENT

LIST SALE
AUDIO NOTE ONGAKU BOXED MINT 3YR'S £59950 £17500
ALCHEMIST STATEMENT MONO BLOCKS BOXED HARDLY USED £9000 £7495
ALCHEMIST STATEMENT STEREO 200W SLIGHT DAMAGE TO REAR HENCE £4995 £2650
PARASOUND HCA-1200 POWER AMPLIFIER EX-DEM MINT £1095 £775
PARASOUND HDCD 1600 DAC EX-DEM MINT £1445 5895
PARASOUND C/BD 2000 BELT DRIVE TRANSPORT EX DEM MINT £1695 £1095
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES 800 LTD EDITION POWER AMPLIFIER MINT BOXED NOW WITH BORDER PSU ONLY £799
A.V.I. INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER NEARLY NEW MINT BOXED (NOT RUN IN) £750
HEYBROOK QUARTET IN BIRDS-EYE MAPLE WITH STANDS MINT BOXED ONLY £300
DALI 104 SPEAKERS MINT BOXED HARDLY USED ONLY 5349
NACAMICHI TRI-TRACER 700 RECENTLY OVERHAULED £325
QUAD ESL 57 SPEAKERS BEAUTIFUL SPEAKER AT A GIVE AWAY PRICE V.G.C. %399
PINK TRIANGLE PIP PRE-AMPLIFIER EX CONDITION INC. SONIC LINK INTERCONNECTS %399
SUGDEN CLASS A (WOOD CASED INTEGRATED AMP £195
J.R.T. SPEAKERS WITH STANDS MINT BOXED £825 £395

FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE AND DAYS A WEEK SERVICE
CONTACT NIGEL ON 01326 221372 MOBILE 0498 554357

m JULY 1998 HI-FI WORLD



N(-)“e'l Keywood

e have just bought a digital
camera, an Olympus Camedia
1400L. Looking at the pictures

it produces in contrast to our usual
medium-format transparencies, | see an
interesting analogy to CD. And as music
and images converge to become simple
‘digital files’ for storage, manipulation
and transmission, the analogy might be a
useful one.

The Olympus produces decent
pictures, largely free from obvious
problems. Much like CD though, it does
have enough resolution, yet it doesn’t
also! The pictures are fine. They are
starkly clear and in this respect identical
to music from CD, which is clear but also
stark - very right, but also wrong. CD is
almost subliminally wrong, wrong in a
way that is difficuit to pin down. You
know it’s not right, even though it makes
its case unequivocally: “Yes | am right, !
am right!”

It is difficult to argue with digital and it
has always been so. Let me say straight
away that | am not anti-digital, so much
as concerned about the surprising
strengths of human cognition and its
ability to spot a digital representation
when it sees one, at least until digital
improves. If we knew more about how to
cater to our senses then digital
representations, aural and visual, would
be less obvious and again there are strong
analogies to guide us or, | feel, to justify
my suspicions about the problems with
CD sound quality and audio perceptions
in general.

So what is it about good digital
pictures that is wrong? The clarity and

HI-FI WORLD

basic accuracy of the pictures are
excellent. But are we seduced by this?
Less so than we imagine | suspect. |
believe the eye needs and expects to see
and process detail. Fundamental accuracy
is part of an engineer’s basic value set,
and all technology is handed to us by
engineers. But boy, da engineers get it
wrong at times. Let me quote you an
example.

One of the basic specifications of CD
was that it should have wide channel
separation. But | have never found wide
channel separation to offer any tangible

“Fundamental
accuracy is part of
an engineer'’s basic

value set, and all

technology is handed

to us by engineers.
But boy, do
engineers get it
wrong at times.”

benefits in terms of sound reproduction.
Quite the reverse in fact, cartridges with
around 15dB channel separation set up
very strong central images, as you'd
expect, and this is impressive, even if it is
inaccurate. The human head physically
imposes around 22dB level difference
between our individual ears and it has
long been speculated that stereo needs no
more separation than this. My view is that
at times it is better with considerably less.
Richard Brice has done more work on
this with Francinstein (his CD-enhancing
box of tricks) and feels, like me, that CD
never needed extreme channel
separation. That was, in essence, an

abstract criterion, one of the simple acts
of faith that float around unchallenged in
audio engineering. Engineers did do well
to produce a coding scheme that could
deliver infinite channel separation, but
we didn’t need it. The engineering was
perfect; the conceptualisation was way
out.

But back to our digital images.
Accuracy of imaging is what you get with
digital and, sure, it has to be there. All the
people that designed the CCD imaging
arrays should be congratulated. But the
eye is neither fooled nor seduced by this.
Hard symmetry strikes us as ‘starkness’. In
the same way, many never believed
people would take to Le Corbusier and
his form of architectural brutalism. It isn’t
a matter of taste or education - the eye
needs to be engaged and entranced, it
wants detail - in architecture ‘decoration’
- and the Victorians provided it in one
way. Modern buildings are now providing
it in others. You have to educate yourself
not to accept detail in fact, and then you
may decide you like a dirty, visually
barren, shuttered-concrete face.

Digital images from our camera are of
relatively low resolution and we can see
the pixellation, especially on curves, such
as the glint of light around the edge of a
volume control. I'm fascinated to find,
however, that if you ask Photoshop to
interpolate between the pixels it does a
spot-on job and the image loses much of
its starkness. In fact the image softens to
the eye, and it becomes more natural.
Much the same occurs when increasing
the sampling rate or word length of a
digital music code. The music gets easier
on the ear and is less stark.

With the benefit of hind sight I'm
pleased and a little gratified that all the
criticism “flat earthers’ threw at CD sound
has, by and large, been proved correct. It
is simple, stark, sharp in outline and
apparently very correct. Yet the brain isn’t
fooled so easily. It is difficult to say why
CD’s images are also "not quite right’ -
they just are. Today we listen to a code
scheme devised in 1980 - it is 18 years
old. Time for a change | think, so digital
music imaging can keep up with digital
picture imaging. Because the latter isn’t
going to remain simple and stark for very
long. Digital music coding needs to move
on if it is to keep up with what is
happening around use

juv199s [



DEFINITIVE AUDIO

“Greater than the sum of the parts.”

The April 98 edition of Hi-Fi Choice carries a review of a Definitive Audio starter system.
This review illustrates in the most luminious and frank terms what you should expect
from your specialist dealer. At Definitive Audio you will find all that is highest and best in
serious audio, strong minded and independent advice, interesting and sometimes
unusual products, and outstanding service.

“Definitive Audio’s 'starter’ system departs from the beaten path of Hi-Fi. At a cost of
£3,492 the set up breaks almost all the rules, but justifies it's iconoclasm with superb
sound quality. The whole package creates a sound that moves air and emotions in
equal measure. There is a perfectly natural sense of scale, real world dynamics and
‘musicians in the room’ presence. All of these ohrases are grossly over used in hi-fi
reviewing, but are wholly justified here.

The hardest thing here is to express just how good this system is. Perhaps the easiest
way is the most honest: | have heard far too many conventional systems that cost in
excess of £40,000 which exhibit only fractional amounts of this cleverly matched outfit's
musical dexterity. | have encountered few Sysytems that sound as good as this one - at
any price. It just goes to show that in hi-fi, the whole is much greater than the sum of
the parts.”

Alan Sircom. Hi-Fi Choice April 1998

* Living Voice * Border Patrol » Art Audio SJS Electroacoustics » Wadia «
* Vitavox « Lowther » Helios « MF » Nott'm Analogue * Mystic Mat « Piatter Matter
Second Hand ltems Include: € Sale price (£ New price)
Voyd turntable (Ret Bearing/platter) £1200 (£2900)
Audio Innovations - First Audio Triode Mono's £500,
Monarchy Audio M18 DAC £300 (£600), Monarchy Audio M22 DAC £500 (£1000),
Monarchy Audio Digital Interface Processor £120 (£250),

TEAC P700 Transport £400 (£900), Audio Note M2 Line Pre £400 (£1000),
Impulse H5 loudspeakers £500 (£1850), Rane active crossover £200 (£500),
Vitavox AK 157 Bass Units £450 (£900), Lowther PM6A (Boxed) £140 (£210)

Helius Orion Tonearm (ANS)£190 (£800), Helius Orion Tonearm (no wiring) £90 (£700)
LP12/ARO/Armagedon PSU £700 (£2500), Huygens K4 HiMass stands £140 (£360)
Audio Note ANS / ANV /ANSP etc  £70% off
XLO reference & signature BNC / AES / Phonos etc £60% off

AMEX - VISA - MASTERCARD
0115 981 3562

180G VINYL AUDIOPHILE
REISSUES

ELLA FITZGERALD & LOUIS
ARMSTRONG: ELLA & LOUIS. RECORDED
IN 1956 AT CAPITOL STUDIOS IN LA, THIS
LEGENDARY ALBUM ON THE VERVE
LABEL BRINGS US TWO ALL-TIME JAZZ
GREATS AT THE PEAK OF THEIR POWERS
AND ACCOMPANIED BY TOP-CLASS
SUPPORT INCLUDING OSCAR PETERSON,
HERB ELLIS, RAY BROWN AND BUDDY
RICH. VERVE MGV 4003.

PRICE: 19.95

OTHER AUDIOPHILE 180G VINYL TITLES:

MILES DAVIS: THE COMPLETE QUINTET STUDIO RECORDINGS - MOSAIC 101L.P BOX SET - 11995
MILES DAVIS: LIFT TO THE SCAFFOLD (COMPLETE SOUNDTRACK) FONTANA 660213 - 19.95
LOUIS ARMSTRONG: LOUIS UNDER THE STARS - MGVS 4012: 21.95¢

LOUIS ARMSTRONG: IVE GOT THE WORLD ON A STRING - MGVS 4035: 21.95+

THE DOOBIE BROTHERS: BEST OF - DCC LPZ 2050 - 21.95*

JIM CROCE: HIS GREATEST RECORDINGS - DCC LPZ 2054 - 21.95

LESTER YOUNG,HARRY EDISON: GOT TO LAUGH TO KEEP FROM CRYIN - MG VS 6054: 21.95
BUDDY GUY: 1 WAS WALKING THROUGH THE WOODS - MCA 11165: 17.95 (LIMITED EDITION)
THE WHO: WHO'S NEXT - MCA 11164; 25.95 (LIMITED EDITION)

BALALAIKA FAVOURITES - SR 90310 (MERCURY LIVING PRESENCE): 21.95
CHABRIER: ESPANA - SR 90212 (MERCURY LIVING PRESENCE): 21.95

ROB WASSERMANN: DUETS - AAO11: 19.95

TITLES WITH AN * ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON 24 CARAT GOLD CD

IN STOCK NOW: THE FIRST FOUR 24/96 DAD (DIGITAL AUDIO DISC)
TITLES. WE ALSO CARRY A SELECTION OF HDCD TITLES

TO PLACE AN ORDER OR TO RECEIVE A FREE AUDIOPHILE
VINYL OR CD CATALOGUE, CONTACT:

VIVANTE

UNIT 4, 60 HIGH STREET, HAMPTON WICK, SURREY KT1 4DB
TEL: 0181 977 6600 FAX: 0181 977 4445

EUROPE'S PREMIER AUDIOPHILE MAIL ORDER COMPANY
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campaign audio design

Getting a better, more involving sound often
means spending a lot of hard earned money.
It’s such a waste, because every system can
benefit from our cables and accessories, at a
fraction of the cost of some new “black box™.
Here are some of the ways we can help.
We have Linear Crystal Oxygen
Free Copper interconnects (£12.48) up to
High Purity Silver cables (£89.00) and high
definition loudspeaker cables in Silver Plated
Copper or Pure Silver. Our mains cables add
weight, power and scale, and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over-
voltage protection (£3.00) enhance performance still further. Gold plated AV cables,
both RF (£17.95) and OFC Scart (£19.21 ). help bring picture quality in line with
NICAM sound resolution.

Valves, capacitors and transistors are all microphonic. They cannot perform
optimally if vibrated, Our set of three brass isolation cones (£5.00) are worth their
weight in gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hitherto hidden beneath
electronic noise. We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating motor
(£3.50), enabling you to throw away your big mains noise suppressor, which has
been giving you that “sat upon sound” for years. There's lots we can do to bring you
closer to the emotion and energy of the performance. So confident are we, that we
offer a 14 day money back guarantee,

Ring or write for details:-

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN

Llandudno Road (HW) T —
Cardiff CF3 8PG VISA

Tel:- 01222 779401
Trade and International Enquiries Welcome.

VIBRATION CONTROL
PLATFORMS AND THE
MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM

UNIQUE PATENTED
PLATFORM DESIGN ! !

As a piece of functional furniture the BASE
Racks and platforms together are a work of
art - Dave Wiley, Audiophile Magazine.

It's refreshing 1o find a complete isolation
system that values aesthetics as highly as it
does sonic benefits -

Mr P M Rodwell, Cornwall

Thanks!! The improvement is

astonishing and after hearing and

trying other audio stands, the performance of
BASE is second to none -

Mr M Stattery, Sussex.

“The Audiophile support brings the sound | hear
at home one step closer to the sounds we
create in the concert hall. Bravo”.....Dr. K
Murphy
(Classical Musician)

WORLD VERDICT w
OUTSTANDING - Superb Sound,

something we'd use ourselves.

WORLD VERDICT

Great Bulld and finish, and
It sounds great too.

For more details
and a product

Audiophile Furniture Ltd portfolio please
The Square

Forest Row contagt:

Fonatiow  Audioplllile 12101245 826262
RH18 5SE. Fax:01342 824845
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HEAVYWEIGHT BOXER

he sub-£500 CD player
Tmarket has turned red-hot

recently. With the
irtroduction of new machines from
Rega and Creek for example, even
Marantz has had to lower the price
of its chart-topping CD-63 KI-
Signature to stave off the
competition.

Denon’s DCD-1015, which
enjoyed nearly three years in the
limelight, has finally been put out
to digital pasture. Stepping in as
its replacement is the
DCD-1550AR. The price may be
static at £350, but the look and
build quality have certainly
moved up a rung or two. The
finely-brushed aluminium front
panel looks classy for the money
and the whole machine comes in
at a far-from-biscuit-box 9kg.

Manufacture in Germany
instead of Japan has allowed
Denon to make a host of
improvements to the ‘1550AR
over its predecessor. A highly-
rigid centre-mount transport has
now been employed, one with a
heavily-damped loading tray
whose operating smoothness is a
world away from most flimsy
offerings. The DCD-1550AR is aiso
Denon'’s humblest model to employ
the proprietary pseudo-20-bit Alpha
processing, backed up by a 20-bit
DAC. As Sony have done in the
CDP-X3000ES, Denon have lashed
out on audio-grade capacitors and a
transformer that wouldn’t look out of
place in a decent integrated
amplifier. Although this feeds both
digital and analogue sections, these
do at least occupy separate PCBs to
reduce interference.

From a feature point of view the
"1550AR is no stripped-down lean
machine. At the back, optical and
electrical digital outputs cohabit
alongside an extra variable analogue
output. Unfortunately, volume
adjustments are carried out in the
digital domain, which doesn’t do the
sound any favours, especially at low
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levels. The pitch control from the
DCD-1015 has also been retained -
apparently Denon see this as a
useful feature for the classroom.

The Denon was left to warm up
for a few days before joining a
similarly-priced set-up of Aura’s
VABO integrated (modified) and
Heybrook’s Heylette loudspeakers,
all linked with Kimber cables.

Once the '1550AR was settled, it
showed it had a more vibrant and
solid character than the '1015. The
midrange was clean, dynamic and
well-focused, as the Eagles’ live
"Hotel California’ ably
demonstrated. Not only were vocals
precisely located and attractively
projected, the bass drum in the
introduction of the song was weighty
and controlled too. That said, in
comparison to the pricier Marantz
Kl-Signature, the Denon did bypass
subtler ambient information and
curtail the decay of transients. These
factors had a knock-on effect when
it came to sound staging, which was
broad but not particularly deep.

To its credit, the Denon
attempted to squeeze a iot of detail
from the recording and succeeded
handsomely. Different acoustic
guitars were easy to differentiate,
each spotlit by a slight brightness in

the lower treble. This minor tonal
aberration was only occasionally
heard though, and never hampered
the Denon’s musicality.

Several Chopin pieces made the
most of this player’s excellent
transient performance but the
overdamped decay rendered the
tonality rather thin - the piano went
from a grand to an upright, albeit an

impressive upright. Apart from the
lower treble though, the Denon had
an even tonal balance that matches
most genres.

Playing more upbeat and
energetic tunes proved the
DCD-1550AR could follow a rhythm
without any trouble. The same was
true of timing thanks to that transient
speed. With less rounding-off of high
frequencies the Denon produced a
bolder, more aggressive sound than
the Ki-Signature on Rock.

Boosting the DCD-1550AR’s
performance with audiophile parts
has put Denon back in the running
with the CD competition under
£500. While this player, with its
generally dry presentation, isn’t
going to suit everyone’s taste, it
scores for its detail and tonal
balance when partnered with
warmer sounding amplifiers and
‘speaker

Review

Denon DCD-1550AR
£349,99

Hayden Labs
Chiltern Hill,
Chalfont St Peter,
Bucks. SL9 9UG
Tel: 01753 888447
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Don't delay, you ca

Nobody matches Musical Images for choice,
service and value. If you want the most
affordable prices together with the confidence of
an award winning professional retailer ask
yourself. Who do | trust?
Established for over 14 years, with four branches
within the M25 and countless awards for service .
and product excellence, Musical Images is your M ] ] ' ' | g
A PR *™ answer NOW. u S] Ca a es
CASH ppye

Best Buy syStems Castle Severn 2 Arcam Alpha 7 , Marantz PM66KI| |
o Speakers CD Player Amplifier

Build your dream system at Musical Images! Choose from our
huge range of Award Winning products at affordable prices!

Roksan Caspian

For the widest selecticn of CD players, make sure you visit
Musical Images. Now Intluding the new Nalm Collection!

——

Amplification ) (
0 I TETLE | Fidelity{ X-Pre '| XA200 Power

For a massive range of amplification that has to be seen to be

believed, there’s only one destination.
Proac
Response 2.5

With speakers for your every neetl, no-one has a bigger selection
than us. Audition the new B&W CDM Serles now.

Centre 200
Model 3, Model 1, || TDM 45B Subwoofer

Complete your Home Cinema system with our unparalleled
choice of speaker packages from £300 upwards.

Lexicon DC1
AC3

Whether upgrading or just entering the world of Home Cinema,
we’ve got it. Full range af Meridian Digital Systems on demonstration.

THIS IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR VAST RANGE

Musical Images
173 Station Road,

Open Sundays e |

Edgware Branch

Musical Images

45 High Street,
Hounslow,
Middiesex TW3 1RH
Tel: 0181 569 5802

A1) Awaros ‘g7

L_3E87 DEOICAFED (OME THEATRE

Covent Garden Branch

Musical Images
18 Monmouth Stry et

The fi

nest Audio Visual dealer in the UK

H Covent Garger Beckenham Branch
MUSICAL, IMAGES: Musu:al 'rnages bCSt London WC2k 9HB 1 Musical Images
BEST INSTALLATION installation award Tel: 0171 497 1346 :::::n:: ‘;:'vm.
OF THE YEAR - Kent BR3 1ED
HOME CINEMA CHCQICE
AWARD WINNER 1998 Tel: 0181 663 3777,

MUSICAL IMAGES IS AN AUTHORISED MAIN DEALER FOR OVER 100 LEADING MANUFACTURERS



nlike many
tuners nowadays
that have all the

weight and feel of a
biscuit tin whose
contents have been
gobbled, Roksan’s
Caspian boasts the
construction of a quality
integrated amplifier. This
is down to the steel and
alloy casework as a
modern tuner doesn’t
actually require too
much in the way of
circuit boards or hefty
power supplies. The
parts those PCBs bear
amount to a £595 FM-
only tuner to segue
stylistically with the rest
of the Caspian range.

Tuning the Caspian is
a reassuringly simple
task. Touraj
Moghaddam, the designer, has
deliberately gone for an analogue
feel by omitting the usual rows of
numbered buttons that allow station
frequency entry or selection of a
preset. Instead there are two knobs
gracing the front panel - one labelled
Channel to the left (which switches
sequentially between the 50 presets)
and one Tuning (which tunes in
10kHz steps across the 87.5MHz to
108MHz UK VHF band).

These controls work slickly,
although the down side with Tuning
is the sheer number of revolutions it
takes to get from one end of the dial
to the other. A useful feature to speed
things up here is the autoscan,
activated by giving the knob a sharp
twist to either the left or right. This
puts the microprocessor into hunting
mode where it will lock on to any
signal over 20dB/uV. Subsequent
station storage is a simple matter of
hitting Store, twisting Channel to
select a vacant preset, and then
pressing Store a second time.

The only other button to play with
is Mode. Ordinarily this toggles
between stereo and mono, essential
for cleaning up those must-hear
weak stations. However, if held for a
second, Mode will also put the tuner
into standby.

But the prize for Friendliest
Function must go to the auto seek-
and-store function. Switch on the
tuner from cold with the main power
switch whilst holding the Store
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Review

Does Roksan’s new Caspian see off the competition?
Andrew Harrison goes paddling in the ether.

button and watch the Caspian go
hunting for stations. Each station is
then stored, not in the typical fashion
of first available empty preset, but in
slots counting back from the 50th
preset. Any of these can then be
relocated to a preferred position, if so
desired.

The first question listening led me
to ask was, am | getting older and
more conservative or is Radio 2
becoming more youthful. The Beeb's
No2 was actually playing Pop tunes
on the right side of Easy Listening.
The Police’s ‘Every Breath You Take’
is not a track | know inside out, but it
wouldn’t have taken one of the
bleached trio to tell me that a
credible rendering was going on
between the Jamo Concert 8s.

Tuning in to hits from yesteryear,
this time on GLR, the unmistakable
sound of the Bee Gees came
flooding through to show a tight,
tuneful bass guitar line. This was
swiftly joined by Latin percussion
spread across the sound stage. The
top end was as crisp and clean as the
Gibb brothers shirts, always a
pleasure to hear when you consider
the kind of compression the music
has undergone before broadcast.

Classic FM on the other hand was
considerably less well received, with
female soprano suffering painfully
edgy treble on crescendos. My fear
of loud bits was justified in the
Chopin piano sonata which
followed, where distortion on firmly-

struck notes made for uncomfortable
listening. Reference to a more
familiar tuner, the Sony ST-SA3ES,
absolved the Caspian of blame - the
problem lay more in Classic FM’s
transmission.

In my search for the spoken word
experience | came across a current
affairs programme on Radio 4 and a
two-man discussion (one chap with a
Midlands accent, the other a slight
variation on the BBC's standard
pronunciation). The Caspian’s vocal
articulation was good but not quite
up to revealing from which town in
their respective regions the voices
originated.

A brief stroll along the airwaves of
the commercial stations served only
to prove how poor their heavily-
compressed signals can sound
through a revealing tuner. So |
headed back to Radio 3 for an
engaging Cabaret-style performance
from Elizabeth Mansfield, her voice
hanging sweetly in a spacious,
detailed sound stage.

Roksan’s Caspian tuner does all
the right things, and does them rather
well, but the price makes it a better
bet for Caspian system owners than
for the enthusiast who rates sound
above looks. Creek’s T43 tuner at
£400, for instance, comes very close
sonically and costs almost £200 less.
If you seek that mix of looks and
sound rare in hi-fi though, the
Caspian is certainly one tuner to
considere
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David Price

n hearing our esteemed
Opublisher's Garrard 401 a

few years back, I finally
realised that belt drive turntables
didn’t have exclusive rights to high-
end vinyl replay. With an SME 312
arm and Ortofon MC2000 cartridge,
it was a real ear-opener: stable and
detailed yet effortlessly musical. But
the best bit was the bass. Muscular
vet tuneful, it made music sound
vivid at all times - in short, a very
master tape-like sound.

By comparison, both my
turntable at that time - a Michell
GyroDec QC/RB300 - and the
Sondek/Lingo/Ekos/Arkiv/Trampolin
that Linn had kindly left with us,
seemed a touch soft around the
edges. Of course the belt drives had
their strengths (the Gyro its
imaging, the Sondek its rhythm),
but I couldn’t help feeling the
Garrard was more fun. The
experience sparked an abiding
interest in turntable design, and led
me on a voyage of discovery into the
deepest recesses of analogue
anachrophilia.

The answer came from where 1
least expected. Throughout my
formative audiophile years, British
hi-fi magazines repeatedly waxed
lyrical over the evils of direct drive -
a fiendish, musically unsatisfying
system that only disco decks used.
Having heard a number at friends’
houses, 1 was apt to believe the
mags. But then I heard a Technics
SP-10 direct drive ‘transcription’
turntable.

At this point, I feel like one of
those poor souls you see walking
round with a sandwich board saying
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‘The End is Nigh’. I guess it’s
because celebrating direct drives
rather goes against the grain, in this
country at least. The problem was
that in their heyday in the late
1970s, to keep noise down most
DDs used low-torque motors. This
meant light platters were needed,
giving poor speed stability as the
feedback system was constantly re-
correcting the speed. By contrast,
belt drives used rubber belts to
absorb noise, allowing heavier
platters for better speed stability.

In the early 1980s our hi-fi press
went into overdrive to ram this
point home to its readership. Such
evangelical zeal, backed up by an
almost universal love of a certain
single-speed belt drive, made it all
but impossible for decent examples
of the DD breed to sell here. Instead
we got the cheap stuff with poorly-
aligned tone-arms and featherweight
build.

Column___

sound ‘slower’ than DDs. Bass is
where this is most noticeable. Hear
music live and you get razor sharp
transients from bass drums and bass
guitars - notes start and stop so fast
it’s like someone’s playing a drum
roll on your back. Good DDs seem
to capture this lightning attack and
decay better. In my own system my
beloved belt driven Michell Orbe
sounds fast, deep, powerful, solid
and effortlessly musical. But change
to my Pioneer PLGOO (a high-end,
quartz-lock DD) and the lows are
just that little bit tighter. Such grip
can only come from a gutsy motor
driving the disc directly.

Ultimately the best place to drive
a turntable’s platter should be the
rim (as it gives the most direct
control of speed), but rim-drives are
simply too noisy. Idler-wheel drives,
as Noel's Garrard proves, are very
much up to the job, but a high-tech
DD with a quartz-lock servo with

“At this point, I feel like one of

those poor souls you see walking round

with a sandwich board saying ‘“The End is Nigh’.

A shame, because as I've recently
found out, many high-end DDs were
very special. When high-torque
motors, heavy platters, quartz-
locked servos and decent isolation
from acoustic feedback are factored
in, DD turntables become another
proposition altogether. Indeed, I'm
now beginning to think they're
actually superior to the best belt
drives.

I believe the latter can’t handle
dynamic wow as well as their DD
brethren. This problem occurs when
your stylus encounters a musical
peak or ‘transient’ in the record
groove, causing the platter to
momentarily slow down. On a BD,
the belt’s elasticity decouples the
motor from the platter, meaning it
can’t respond precisely enough
when the platter slows on
transients. By contrast, a DD’s servo
immediately calls up more grunt
from the motor and restores speed
almost instantaneously.

This explains why BDs generally

7 7

feedback from a magnetic coating
on the inner rim - a la Sony and
Denon - is an even better
compromise.

Proof of this comes from the fact
that the better belt drive, the closer
it sounds to a good direct drive.
Remember when you first heard a
Lingo LP12 after having used a
Valhalla? The extra crispness and
speed the Lingo brought made the
Linn sound, dare I say it, more like a
good DD! Likewise, rather than
sounding shrill and uncouth, proper
DDs approach the smoothness and
sweetness of the best belters.

Anyway, I'm sure we can all
agree that BD vs DD is a real can of
worms. Many thought it had been
emptied, but the resurgence of
interest in classic turntables might
just prove them wrong. As for me, |
hope the debate gets going again,
but would dearly wish for a speedier
resolution than valves vs solid state,
which, at 40 years and counting, is
stretching things just a bit'e
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hi-fi dealers

specialist

Hearing is Believing
Arcam
BE&W
CLONEY .=
— , & Castle
% Meridian
W years ot nrr"mu; ) Classé
Rega
55 Main Street, Marantz
Blackrock, Epos
Dublin. Naim Audio
Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 Sony
Open: Toes - S 10 am 10 6 pm. REL
Thoe - §1i 10 am 10 6 pm.

Records at Cost

NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs
AT DEALER'S COST PRICE

As a member of the WSL Records at Cost
Service you can buy any brand new CD at
trade price + postage and a small handling
charge from only 50p. Write, phone, fax or
e-mall us now and we'll send you full details of
the Records at Cost Service and how to join.

WSL PO.BOX32 ST.LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX TN380UZ
TEL:(01424) 718254 (24 Hours) FAX: (01424) 718262
E-MAIL: WILSONSTEREOLIBRARY@COMPUSERVE.COM

PLUS! WE INVITE YOU TO CASH IN ON A
MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE

CLEARANCE SALE!

| TECHNICAL & GENERAL

| THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST

for the Great Classical Turntable, Arms, Cartridges, Styli

| CONNOISSEUR * GARRARD * GOLDRING *
LENCO * ORTOFON ¢ SHURE * S.M.E *
THORENS * WATTS
All available Genuine spares and our own |
re-manufacture of obsolete parts |

NO ILLUSORY ‘IMPROVEMENT’ NO
DUBIOUS OR HARMFUL ‘MODIFICATIONS® ‘

Cartridges and styli, correct radius diamonds, for early
recordings - 78s & Lps ‘
TECHNICAL & GENERAL |

P.0.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY
Tel: 01892 65 45 34
L

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

STUDER REVOX

SALES, SERVICE, SPARES
SERVICE & REPAIR OF
A77, B77, A700, PR99 &

36 SERIES
HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER
SERVICED MACHINES IN
STOCK
APPROVED CONVERSIONS

E.M.A.S.

TEL:01246-275479
FAX:01246 550421

Catv e,

@ Valve & fransistor amplifiers

ATV SERVICES & oo ot feds

LEATHERHEAD
01372 456921 @ Vv Teswed

VALVES & TUBES

CHELMER VALVE COMPANY
ﬁ\'c

High Quality Audio Valves

@ Hi-fi VCR's

Buy CVC PREMIUM Hi-Fi valves direct from us.
All valves processed for improved performance.
We also have Stock of MAJOR BRAND types
incduding :MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, etc
130, New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, (M2 0RG
Tel: 01245 265865 Fax: 01245 490064
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REVOX SERVICE

Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair

Insured Carriage arranged

Free Estimation

Also:  Tape Supplies
Second User Reconditioned Machines
Spare Parts orders welcome
Free Advice

Ram Tek
Tel: (0181) 207 6159
Fax: (0181)953 1118
Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street,
Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE

RESTORATION OF
CLASSIC EQUIPMENT

Electronics engineer (Degree/MAES) with
over 40 years experience and specialist
knowledge of Quad, Radford, Leak, Rogers
and Amstrong, etc, Extensive facilities enable
original standards with detailed reports of
work carried out. Apparatus is demonstrated
prior to clients departure. Available 7 days a
week. Valve testing a speciality.

Circuit Data of Classic Equipment on offer...
PLEASE ENQUIRE
Electronics Engineer and Consultant
Tel: 0181 504 5467 Woodford, Essex

GT AUDIO

GUARANTEED TOP QUALITY REPAIRS AND
SERVICING ON ALL TYPES OF VALVE AUDIO
EQUIPMENT. SYMPATHETIC UPGRADING
CARRIED OUT USING THE FINEST
COMPONENTS AVAILABLE.

Also agents For:-CROFT, G.A.T.E., GRAAF, LEAK
TROUGHLINE TUNERS, MONRIO,
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, POSSELT, UKD
OPERA, UNISON RESEARCH, YAMAMURA
CHURCHILL ACCESSORIES

TEL: 01895 833099

TO ADVERTISE IN
SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS
PLEASE CALL

AMANDA OR STEF
ON 0171 289 3533
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Meridian have gone all
the 24-bit way with the
revised 508 CD player.
Andrew Harrison looks
inside and out for the
digital catch.

ou may be forgiven for
wondering why a 16-bit
format like Compact Disc

needs a 24-bit player. Why use a
digital-to-analogue convertor that
has many times more resolution
than the information it is decoding?
Well, the higher resolution DAC
within the 508.24 should imbue the
player with a better dynamic range
and superior resolution of all-
important low-level detail, areas
where many 16-bit DACs need
improvement.

Meridian’s 24-bit convertor is

Am———

. T

based around the Crystal line cabling. These radio-frequency listening but a higher volume setting Meridian 508.24

Semiconductors C54390 IC that can noise suppressers, along with the than | would normally endure. The £1995

now be found in a variety of players.  substantial heavy-gauge steel case, two violins had leanings towards

While this will not instantly turn should make for an RF-quiet shrillness but only when asked to do ~ Meridian
your CD collection into 24-bit environment to nurture the so by the nature of the instrument; in  Stonehill,
master tapes, it can certainly smooth  cherished digits. And the case itself other words, what was reproduced Huntingdon,

Cambs. PE18 6ED
Tel: 01480 434334

was the realistic timbre of an
acoustic instrument.

out many of the rough edges is effectively damped with a glass

associated with CD. Since digital-to-
analogue conversion is a question of
number crunching, careful attention
to getting the sums right really
makes sense. As does adding a little
dither noise in the right place,
another technique Meridian exploit
to increase low-level linearity.

These aren’t the only reasons
why this player has such a refined
sound though. Look inside and
you'll see a Philips 12.4 Pro
mechanism under the control of
Meridian’s own servo system. The
mechanism itself is mounted in the
sliding drawer rather than being
fixed within the case. Close the
drawer and, unlike most CD
machinery where the process is
automatic, the player does nothing
until you tell it to, whereupon it
reads the disc’s table of contents, a
dot-matrix display informing the
world of the usual time and track
data. This can be switched off from
the front panel or the table-top
remote which Meridian are now
supplying with the 508.

More evidence that Meridian
have taken the design of this player
seriously can be seen inside, with
the judicious use of ferrite rings
around high and low-voltage power
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plate across the top and foam panels
strategically applied within. The
eagle-eyed may also spot the
metallic green sheen of Nichicon
Muse electrolytic capacitors in the
class A output stage.

Initial auditioning was carried out
with a World Audio 300B power
amp and Epos ES22 floor standers,
with the Vadis S15 and Musical
Fidelity A1001 also drafted in. Early
impressions proved this player
would thankfully not inspire me to
reach for the cotton wool. In fact,
quite the opposite - | resorted to a
variety of interconnects to tease
extra detail from the 508.24. A few
that worked well were the Ecosse
Reference Optima, Sonic Link Black
Rhodium and Kimber Silver. They
all showed the Meridian’s innately
transparent and detailed
presentation, which helped to
uncover previously hidden sounds
on albums I thought | knew -
Garbage’s ‘Stroke Of Luck’ yielded
extra ambient background effects
lurking deep in the mix. The grilling
continued with many a torture track
loaded to trip up the Meridian.

The Eberle string quartet, playing
works by Gates and Bridge,
prompted not only extended

In a different listening room and
system, the 508.24 operated in the
company of Linn amplification and
Kelly KT3 ’speakers, but the
components with which it truly sang
were the MF A1001 and Jamo
Concert 8s. The Concert 8s can be a
little too disclosing with the wrong
front-end or amplifier, but here was
a system that blended beautifully. A
little softness and loss of absolute
pace in the bass was, for me, a small
price to pay for the midrange clarity
and treble civility on any disc
played.

‘Teardrop’ from Massive Attack’s
Mezzanine was the final
confirmation of the 508.24’s
pedigree. Deep, deep controlled
bass, sublime vocals from Liz Frazer
and the snappy rhythm track
conspired to build the fabled sonic
cathedral.

The final lingering impression
Meridian’s 508.24 CD player will
leave with me is of a machine that
could hold its head up in the
company of an LP12, which an
analogue buff may note is praise
indeed. Bomb-proof construction
and attractive looks make its hand
even strongere

WORLD VERDICT

The Meridian is
one of the most
capable and
audition-worthy
CD players
around at its

price

Measured Performance

see plll
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meet your maker

A REFERENCE GUIDE TO BRITAIN'S

MANUFACTURERS AND DISTR

ALCH MITT FRODUETE Call us and aflow us to
transform your life with products from an acclaimed
range o' Amplifiers, CD's and Pre/Power combmations
sncluding suzh models as ‘Kraken' and ‘Forsetu’ right
through to our award winning ‘The Alchemist’ range
(Winners 1996 C.O.T.Y Japan) Unit |, Furzewood
House, Cranbourne Ind Est, Potters Bar, Herts, ENé
3IN. Tel 01707 664607 (for enquiries) Tel: 01753
889949 (for UK Sales) Fax: 01707 664207 (for
enquiries) Fax: 01753 889636 (for UK Sales).

ALAMA UK LTW 25 Monufore Road, Hove, BNJ
RD. Ted 01273 202637. Audion * Edison * Andersson
* (Trade enquiries welcome for our newly extended
range).

APPOLLO The UK based designers and
manufacturers of high quahty speaker stands and
equipment racks have now added to their
comprehensive range a modular system idea’ for
housing wdio wisual products and CD storage. Prease
send for our free brochure to Zemith Crown Ltd
Tipton Rd. Dudley, West Midiands, DY 14 Tel 0121
520 5070 Fax 0121 S22 2055. - All export tiade

enquines welcome.

AALEAM Pembroke Ave, Denny Industrial Centre,
Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB5 9PB. Tel. 01223 440964
or Fax 01223 863384 Manufacturers of the Dela 290
Ampltfier and the Delta 280 Digital FM Tuner. The ¢wo
together produce a sound that has been described as
“subtle and intrigung” and that provide “real cloat® -
discover this for yourself. For information on not only
these products but also the Arcam CD Players,
Speakers. Cassette Decks etc. 'Phone or write in to
request a brozhure - The pleasure is all yours!

AUBIOFNILE FURNITURE ATD The Scuare,
Forest Raw, East Sussex RH18 SES Tel: 01342 826262.
Fax- 01342 824845 Manufacturers of the patented
BASE VIBRATION CONTROL PLATFORMS AND
THE MODULAR AUDIO SUPPORT SYSTEM These
Products are cndorsed by Hi-Fi World  Also newl;
mtroduced are the RESONANCE CONTROLLED HI-Fl
CABINETS which are mults level modular design and
available in various sizes and wood finishes. Please
<telephone for more details and a product portfolio.

AUDIO Al Cambridge Systems Technology btd,
Spitfire Close, Ermine Park, Hunungdon, Cambs, PEI8
ég(Y Tel +44 (0)1480 415600 Fax +44 (0) 1480
52159. The Audiolab amplifiers, CD players and turiers
are internationall acknowle&cd for their
sophisticated, modern design, combined with
outstanding sound quality and “Texibiity There are now
10 Audiolab models which range from the famous
8000A Integrated Amphifier through to the new
8000CD Irtegrated CD Player. For full informat on and
details of your Audiolab dealer. please ‘phone or write

AURIO SYNTHLSIS Manufacturers of the rhe
sutstanding DAX digial to analogue converter, cones
DAX-2, a new Hi-End reference converter able to dig
deeper ints the digital source than ever before! A new
addition to the superb PASSION series of all Viskay
vontrollers has |ust been ntroduced in the form of
PASSION 8, a fully remote controlled uniquely
transparent passive preamplifier, the perfect mazch for
DESIRE. 8y word of mouth our DESIRE powsr
amplifier s rapidly convincing histeners, whelther
passive or active! Lcw for 1997 1s TRANSCEND a
state of art CD transport with AES, coaxsal, AT&T
?ass and Toshnk outputs Audio Synthesis, PO BOX
0,Nottingham. NG9 [DZ, Tet: (+44) (0)t15 922 4138,
Fax (+44) 0)115 922 9701

CABLE TALK Unit 12, Farnborough Busiress
Centre, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14
TXA Tel 1+44) (0)1252 373434. Fax: 5#44) (0)1252
¥71818. Designers and manufacturers of Britsh made
hlih quality value for moncy, interconnect and spezker
tables Phone or fax for a free full colour brochure en
aur What Hi-Fi? § star rated products.

EAMPAISN AUDIO DRESIGN Llandudno Road,
Cardiff CF3 8PG Tel. 01222 779 401. Supplies /
manufactures malorder, high purity silver
‘rterconnects, oudspeaker cables, internal wires ard
‘espoke mans cables. Gencrous two week tria period.

CANFORD AUDIO PLE Crowther Road,
Washington. Tyne & Wear, NE38 0BW UK Sales 0191
<'S 02G5. Fax  0191-416-0392 E-Mau:
mbc@canford.co uk Internet” www.canford co.uk The
UK's leading manufacturer and distributor of
prof } audio equip pecialists in cadleing &
ecnnectors Canford invite interested parties to call for
ame of their FREE 850 page bi-annual catalogues which
catalls over 12,000 products Canford nave offices and
aistributors world-wide.

CHNORD (LECTRONICS LIMITED 3 Bower
Mount Road. MaidstoneKent MEI6 BAX
Telephone 01622-764874. Fax: 01622-688480.
Wée have recently complemented our highly acclaimed
SPM range of power amplifiers with 2 superg re-amps-
the CPA 2800 + CPA 4000as welt as the BBg qualified
LS5/12A loudspeaker & LF5/12 bass extension systen.
Call us for copies of reviews that wil leave you wanting
dezails of your nearest retailer.

CREENX AUDIO LYD 2 Bellevue Road. Frien
Ba-net, London Nil 3ER Tel: 0181 361 4133, Fax
0181 361 4136 E-mail- mcreek@ibm.net Internet:
www creekaudio.co.uk Manufacturers of tne 42405k
Integrated Amp. A42 Power Aw. P42 Pre-Amp,
CD}Z Compact Disc Player, OBH.8 MM Phono Pre
Amp, OBH-7 MC Phono Pre-Amp OBH-10 IR Remote
Volume Control OBH-|1 Headphone Ampliier OBH
12 Remote Passive Pre-Amp. New range launched
Spring 97

S AUDNO P.O. Box 91, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk
IF3) ONF. Tel. 01284 828 926 Fax 01284 828 026. DBS
Audio supply quaaty loudspeaker kits designed by Dave
Bririman, The DBS 6, features a castom-buile 8-nch
cxst-chassis woofer with high-power voice coil, Morek
hign-power wwecter, and rcw-assembled crossover
with van den Hul cable ICW 630V polypropylene
cxmaitors and bi-wired with gold-plated terminals. By
popular demand DBS41l 1s now upgraded to Mklll
{udgrade kit available). New designs are planned. Also,
UK distributor for the CLIO professional quality (but
essy to user PC-based audio measuring system.
Mastercard / Visa accepted.

ECA DISTYRIBUTION Resulting f-om our own
re.varch and development, The ECA Design Team, has
achieved the award winning Vista S/ Lectern § Pre
Power combe (Bese Buy' Hi-Fi Choice) and the Vista
HD’Lectern HD Pre-Power combo {Gramophone
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Audio Choice 1996 Award). Closely followed by our
ECA A2 True Ribbon Speakers and Prisma Phono Amp
for “the naturally neutral chan”. The barest minmum
of wiring in the amps, super symmetry n the circuits
and vacuum impregnated air coils custom made for the
speakers. P.O.Box 3023 London NW2 7RW. Tel/Fax.
0181 998 1086

IMINENT AUDRLO Distributor of Croft Valve
Amghification. Tel 01902 656517, Fax. 0121 681
8772 Mobile 0956 921740 U.K Stockists are:
Classique Sounds {Leicester) GT Audio (London
NW) Nottingham Analogue, Furist Audio. The
Cartridge Man (Len Gregory - Croydon}), call
for overseas distributors.

FALCOM ACOUSTICS LTI Tabor House,
Norwith Road. Mulbarton. Norwich, Norfolk, NR14
8)T. Tel. (01508) 578272 UK. distributors of FOCAL
drive umits and SOLEN (chateauroux) polypropylene
capacitors and the largest inductor manufacturer in the
UK Comprehensive range of DIY Speaker Parts and
Kits, Sub-Bass and Electromic Filters. “Everything but
the wood” Enquiries should be accompanied by a 38p
stamped addressed envelope.

FULLLNS AUDBI® 20 Tunbridge Road, Southend
on Sea, Essex SS2 6LT. Tel. 01702 612116. Fuher's
audio produce a range of inncvative products
Ampuficanion - alg single ended class A
semiconductor power Imp%l’le' - £1200. b70 a
mosfet power amplifier of mih standard - £599, pret
and prer# matching pre-amplifiers - £599/£649, gent
hono stage for mm and mc cartridges £299.
Eoudspeakers - Pharoah system, urgndable from |
pair of cabinets to 3 pairs for truly extended bass,
passivelactive options £649-£2499, Sphinx a 3 way
floor standing unit £849, Sultan H.E., 98dB sensitwit
€439, matching Sub Woofer £559, Sultan, 91.54

sensitivity £309.

1AM EDWAINDS The Otd Chapel. 282 Skipton Road.
Harrogate, Yorks. Tel. 01423 5C0442. Somebody
Somewhere must make better storage units for CDs,
Music, LPs, HiFi, Books, etc. than fan Edwards. BUT
until ne appears, why not send or the brochure
showing a selection of HAND MADE units. To do this
please send 3 x 2nd chass stamps

1¥. ACOUATICS are a long estabhshed suppher of
high quality speaker kits, components and PTFE
Stlver cables. (gur kit range ircludes 6 Transmission
Lines and Kits for A V. use, available with or without
flat-pack cabinets (Plan or preveneered). Our latest
Transrussion Line has a spun aluminium bass unit ard
a superb new ribbon tweeter. For details send large
30p SSAE - IPL Acoustics, 2 Laverton Road,
Westbury, Wiltshire, BAI3 3RS Te!. 01373 823333

LA\HO VK LTD Jamo House, 5 Faraday Close,
rayton Fields, Daventry, Northants, NNII 5RD
Tel 01327 301300 Fax 01327 300511 Web page.
www.jamo.co uk “The Sound Of Excellence”
Loudspeakers form Pmo are the result of 30years
experience and development work. Over the years, a
comprehensive fund ofknowledge has accumulated 1n
the company. which contributes to making Jamo one
of the world's leading and most recognised
loudspeaker makers. In addition, Jamo was the first
loudspeaker manufacturer to obtain the coveted I1SO
9001 ceruficate for its quality assurance system

gﬂ“l DISTRIGUTION (Vi MAX Springfield Mills,
a Street. Ossett, Wakefield, WF5S OH el 01924
277626. Fax: 01924 270759. Fi-Rax offers a new
dimension in audio visual racking. High quality
aluminium construcuon Finishes available to your
chorce. Fully adjustable émm glass shelving. sounc
insulation on shelfffeet. Custom created to suit your
system. Free delivery throughout the UK. For further
information or a free brochure contact |EM
Distribution.

IORD/AN WATTS ACOUBTICS LTI¥ Cyntra
lace, 201 Mare Street, Hackney, London E8 3QE.
Tel 0160 985 1646 Jordan Watts Acoustics for Sight
AND Sound.

KEAWICK AUDIO [WRSEARCH 54 Coach Road.
Qutwood, Wakefield, W Yorks, WFI 3EX. Tcl/Fax
01924 870606. “I'd say that the Figaro 1s the best
miniature speaker | have heard” Audiophile March
1993. Write i or call for detaib on our full product
range and your ncarest stockist.

{RONOS DISTRIBUTION 7 Scotch Street
Centre, Dungannon BT70 IAR Tel.01868 753606
Fax:01868 753006. Kronos is the UK distributor of
some of the finest Hi Fi products in Europe These
nclude Audiomeca d-guaf products and turntables:
Lieder sdver speaker and interconnect cables, Pro-ject
wrn-tables and ampbfiers; Trnnw speslers and
electronics: and YBA amplifie-s. We also handle
Frameworks equipment tables; Arion valve amplifiers
and mains filters and Essex Audio digital products from
the UK, Please telephone or write for product details
amd dealer hsts,

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTD | Mayo Road,
Croydon. Surrey CRO 2QP. Tel. 0181 684 1166. Fax
0181 684 3056. One of the largest distributors of
efectronic valves, tubes and semi-conductors in the UK
and USA manufacturers, stock. We specialise in
chsolete types including original UK and USA made
audio valves. Telephone or fax for an immediate
qQuotation.

LOMICRAFT AUDIO “ Vintage DIY”. 4 Big Lane,
Goose Green, Lambourn, Berks. RG17 8XQ. Tel.
01488 72267. Specialist restoration of Garrard 301's
and 401's using genuine spares and re-manufactured
parts to original pristne standards in our newly built
work shops designed primarily for these purposes.
W, g ri

MARSTON AUDRIO 17, Queens Avenue,
King's Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 ,
Tel: 01553 772875 Fax: 01553 767988 email:

marston@planctweb.co.uk.website.
www.planetweb.co.uk/marston. Manufacturers of the
Sthouette and Sithouctee Elite Digital to Analogue
Converters and the new “Marston Silhouette” CD
Phycr, engineered to produce stunning dynamics,
impeccable timing and a beautifully transparent sound.
Telephone for stockists and future developments

MAY AUDIO MARKETING U.K. LTD Arcside
Mills, Cononley, Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD20 8LW.
Tel: 01535 632700. Fax: 01535 632887, Distributors of
High Quality audio products from LFD amplifiers,
Tetem Loudspeakers, Reference Recordings, Jecklin

Float Headph q peakers,
amplifiers and quality recordings from Proprius IF ITS
MUSIC YOU LOVE, TELEPHONE OR WRITE FOR

LITERATURE.

MICROMEGA distributed by Surrey Sounds. 32-33
Enterprise House, Terrace Road, Walton On Thames,
Middlesex. KT12 2SD. Tel: 01932 254297 Fax 01932
230174, For dealer and product mfo on the fantastic
Minium complete system, up to the Solo and Data and
Dualog. Also the new 24bit audio and video DVD player
and the outstanding new premim range of CD players.
Al Micromega CD players play CDs like Vinyl

MORGAN AUDIE FYSTEME LT A range of
equipment hand built in the UK, consisting of 3 CD
player { D.A converter / integrateds & pre/power
amplifiers: The mtegrated amplifiers are designated
125/250/600. Priced at £249/£399:£999 Pre-power
versions of the 250/600 are priced at £799/£899. The
CD player @ €579 & DAC @ £399 offer astounding
performance and complete the 250 range. For further
nfo please call:- 0151 236 7667.

NOTTINGRAM ANALDNUR STUDIO Tel
01773 762947 Design and manufacture of quality
analogue audio. We're 1n the business because we
realise how important music 1s, Qur turntabie arms
and cartridges sell the world over 3 commitment to
providing all our customer’s with the best of
analogue. we love music.

ONTIMUMN INTERNATIONAL 2000 "A
beautful and stunning range of support systems for
both hi-fi and audio visual equipment Manufactured in
the UK for the new millenium. Comprising stylish
toughened safety glass and stamless stee! support
rods, these prozu:ts provide both wisual and sound
performance. The new Premier cange 1s totally
modular and therefore totally flexible, suiting the
needs of all customers. All models are fully spiked and
flat packed for ease of transportation. Please cal for
further details Tel/Fax. +44 (0) 1274 583249,

GPUSLPENMTACONE  Natural Acoustical Music
recorded on CD & LP. Three Dimensional, Dynamic
and Live SYSTEM HARMONISING: A service to
extract the full potential of your hi-fi equipmrent by
careful and nnovative methods of Synergy Tuning

WE WERE AT THE RECORDING SESSION!! Because
we record five music we know what it sounds like. 4,
Cross Bank Road, Batley. W Yorks. WFI7 8P)
Tel/Fax: 01924 445039.

E-Maw;enu:one@hotmlll com

WWW, hutp:/ldspace dial pipex com/nim

PLATI @M 7 High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for all makes of equipment
RACKS/STANDS. An elegant way to U;G ADE
Improves clarity: better BASS control 3 Abbotts
Orive, North Wembley, Middiesex HAO 3SB Tel
0181 904 2646. Also NEALGAR DISTIBUTION
TellFax 01296 24756.

P.M, COMPONINTS LT Arc the specialist
component company for high end audio enthusiasts.
Also carbon tubes/audio valves Major stockists for
Golden Dragon, Mullard, GEC & Tecnix valves plus a
sast archive of vintage tubes.

ISM ACOUSTHIES LTW Prism House, Duncan
sreet, Banff, Aberdeenshire, AB45 | EQ. Tel. 01261
818444 Fax 01261 818555 Heep-//www.prism-
zcoustics.com E-mail: enquires@prismacoustics.com
Frism Acoustics Ltd. Has pionecred the used of
Beflecuve Wave Technology (RWT) in the design of
all our loudspeakers. Contact to find out more!

PREMIER MANKLE LTD Uncover the true
sound quality and potential of your system. Use the
natural benefits of granite and marble. These nacural
materials offer better base defimtion, clarity, and
natural sound staging capabilities. CD/Turn-cable
flatforms, custom made stands, shelves or anything
you desire cut and polished to any shape or size
required.Tel: 01603 721995

KL ACOUSTICS North Road, Bridgend Ind Est
Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan, CF31 3TP UK Tel. 01656
768 777, international +44 656 768 777. Fax. 01656
756 093. international +44 656 766 093 The UK's

IBUT

ORS.

From the Highest Quality Materials” Soniciink
BLACK RHODIUM interconniect uses Rhodmr plated
wire, VERMILION uses pure Titanium wire S GOLD
mains cable improves the picture quality 11 TVs,
computer menitors and hame cinema as well a. sound
in hi-fi systems. Best sel'in; products include RED,
SILVER PINk AND VIOLLT mterconnccts, A»T75x2
AST200x2 aad S130x2 B Wire loudspeakers cables
and GREEN aigital 75 ohminkerconnect

SOUMND YIS 72 Novar Drive, bynd'and,
Glasgow.. G12 9TZ Tel 0144 339 7595 Fax. OMI 339
7591 e-mal bytes@colloquium co uk We specizhise
only in mas. Iold|n§ materal. After hours exhaistivefy
testing SOUND BYTES with various types of spaakers,
we know 1t works and 5o da you - we have never had a
sin}le compairt. Call us for advise on how much to
add to your :quipment ‘os the best performarce and
the ocation af your nearest dualer.

SGUND MAGK WK LTH. 52 Milton Road,
London Swi4 8JR Tel 0181 -255.6868 Importers and
distributers of the finest auiio equipment, fearurng the
stunning Boa:ider 2.000 ser es and the complite range
from Norwegian manufacturer Elestrocompanist.

L SULEAN & C® LTH Valley Works. Stauon
ane, Heckmandwike, West Ycrkslnre. WEI§ ONF
Tel. 01924 434088. Manuiacturers of hanc crafted
audio products. "A world of Music” Call or write in for
nformation on our SDA- Digital to Ana‘ogue
Converter, SOT-| CD Player, A2ta Class “A" Amalifier,
A25B Integrated Amplifier, A48 Integrated Amulifier,
AuS|c Prc Amplifier, AuSip Power Amplificr and mare

TALK BLICTRONICK Unie 12, Farnborough
Business Centre, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough,
Hampshire. CLYI4 7XA. Tel= 01252 378838. Please ring
for details

TARGAT RUDIO PRCBUCTS MC Brimannia
House. Leagrave Road, Luson, LL3 IR} The Audio
equipment. rack and speake- stand speciakst. For
nformation cm cur products please telephone er write

TRECH-LINC cistributes some of the best performmg
hi-ii and alv acessories carsergly avaliable in she UK.
Thase include Puresonic. best known for its 1arge of
high performance interconmects and connecturs, and
cable adapters for a wide variety of hi-fi and a/v
applications ir ts range. Tech-Link's own branei Switch
Boxes are the perfect solutian 1o multiple applications
- for example its highly acclumed TAS-1 15 a very
practical and inexpensive way of switchirg your
speakers between hi-fi and horie cinema systens and
Shark - 1 rang- of very exdusive high quality cables,
Interconnects and connectors.

For more infarmation , contactTech-Link at Uity 172,
76a Farnley Fend, London, LEZS 6NX Tel:0181 771
8388, Fax: 0181 771 1840,

TEAC 5 Marh House, The Croxley Centre, Warford
WD 8YA. Tel: 01923 819431, Fax 01923 236290
Teac has already estabhished - virtual world-dorurance
n the manufazoure of precimon recording equipment
and data storage products and the company is now
turning its attention to its ccre hi-fi and audio relted
products The Tokyo Electr:i-Acoustic Comyany
hence TEAC) was formed m 1956 Over the years
EAC has preduced some «f the world's most
outstanding recording equ prent. including many
excel'ent afforcable home cassette decks (for which
the name TEAC became almosr synonymous) and by
the time of the dawming o1 tne digital age at the
beginning of -he 1980's it was internatwnaily
acknowlcdged a5 2 world leader ir audio tectmoogy
with 2 string of ‘ugh fidelity firsts to its name. 1997 saw
a significant turrirg point for TEAC with the launch cf
a superb new mani-system. a n-wly developed VRDS
mint CD player and a British desgned CD player

TRICHORD REFEARCM L¥D Following on from
the hignly accluined CD cloc! oscillator modifi-at ons
the Pulsar Senes One digitak to aralogue converter.
This unique design 15 part mutitut and part bitierzam
to give absolute Imearul over an extremely wide
dynamic range Switchable betwaen 18 or 20 bit
resoion this converter will e ome the standard for
CD replay For dtals telephone 31684 573524

VADIS AMPLIVIERS Knkland, 32 Head Street,
Beitk, Ayrshire KAIS 2EU Tel 01505 504128 A new

only specialist sub-bass speaker f er. “The

er in Scotland producing a very diferent

only one that works® Get your dealer to give you a
home demo and find out what the fuss & all abou:.

WL HARMAN AUDIO Unit 2, Borehamwood
Ind Park, Rowley Lane, Borehamwood, Herts WDé
5°Z Tel. 0181 {07 5050, Fax 0181 207 4572 Sub
Buse Systems - Rel Strata, Stadum, Stentor, Studio.

DN TANDBERG Mi-F SERVICES Holly Tree
House, The Green, Full Sutton, YORK YO4 THW
Tel: 01759 372795. The service, overhaul and
reconditioning of all Tandberg hi-fi products
regardiess of age.

RINGMATY DEVELOPMENTS Ringmat
Developments, PO Box 200, Brentwooc. Essex CMIS
9FB Tel: 01277 200 210 Ringmat 1s the first support
for a record on a turntable platter to be properly
designed and 15 now the leading turntable mat for the
discerning histener. The recent XLR version of the
RINGMAT 330 MKH improves performance st Il
further. Also now available are RINGMAT Platcer
Inserts for Roksan Xerxes and Garrard 4C|
tusntables, which bring significant improvements n
sound quality when used with the RINGMAT 330
MKLL and XLR record supports. In September 1997,
Ringmat Developments unveiled its latest product «
STATMAT - claiming it to bring the biggest advance in
CD sound reproduction since compact discs were
introduced n 1983..

SHEARME AURI® P O BOX 22, Stevenage,
Hertfordshire 5G2 8HF, England Tel 01438 7409§3
FoJowing the highly accinimed Phase 2 integrated by
adding the Phase ; power amplifier and bi-amping,
Shuarne Audio are continuing the design philosophy
of an upgradable system through the range.
Introducing the Phase 6, a superbly musical,
speciafised pre-amplifier allowing owners of the Phase
2 or 3 or both to upgrade their systems to highly
specialised levels. also the introduction of the Phase
S, 100 watt Monoblock. These along with the phase &
grn -amplifier can be used via ghonc inputs or
alinced mode giving even greater versatility.

SONIC LI The Derwent Business Centre.Clacke
Street.Derby. DEI 2BU Tel- 01332 361390. Fax
01332 298836. “Makes the World's Finest Hi-Fi Cable

valve power amghfier  The DIRECT QUTPUT (Patent
applied for) design, after two years of developmert. has
resulted n a pcwer amplifier whzh drspenses with the
output transformer, yet has an outpat impedasce of
only 02 ohm! Qistortion 15 lew at about 0055, nd
because there i no output ransiormer the bandwidth
is very wide with no loss of Kower or Incre se In
distortion  The result 1s aston shmgly clear and ratural
sound. Two versions hanc made to order, the 115
Ewmg 15w per channel sterec, the M50, 50w mono.
lack or colour Finish

WILMSLOW mUDBIO, 50 Man Street. Broughwon
Astley, Leicester LE9 6RO Tel {01455) 286607 Fax
(01455) 286605. ‘Extensive range of Drive Units and
over 30 differen: designs of selassembly kit Drve
units include thowe from KEF, Dynaudio, Audax, Seas,
Peerless. Scanspek and Moral, Everything required ror
the louaspeaker iswlder, and faciities to bsten ts the
kits 1r built up form.”

SERVICES & CONSILYANTYS

R. { FLEVCHIR AUDIO WISUAL Tel: G120
612260 Fax: 04209 710777 AK.G. Audio Innovauiois,
Audio Analysis, Atacama, Audic Mech, Audionote
Audioquest, Aucic Technica, Beser, Cable Talk, Dinon.
Foundation, Goidring, Harman Kardon, Impulse. JEL.
JPW, Klipsh, Mi- romega. Mcnitor Audio, Musieal
Fidelity, NAD, Naxamichi, Onkgo, Ortofon, Precptian,
Project, QED, S.D Acoustics, SME, Sonic Limk,
Soundstyle, Sugien, Target, TCL, Teac, Trange.
Trichord Vivances,

STy

MUSONIC U LTD Special-st manufacturer &
supplier of repla ament & origiial sty for more thon
40 years. Over 61C types stocked with many obsolete -
78 versions avallatie Also pick - up cartridges, record,
tape, Cd accesserics Why not try us & hear the
difference!! Trade-Export enquivies welcame
TellFaxfe.mail your requirements t: - Unit 13, Wensa
Business Centre Zolne Way, Warford, Herts, W2
4NL Tel 01923 214344 Fax 0193 213355

e-mail- musonic@compuserve com
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by Haden Boardman

f all vintage valve amplifiers, the Quad Il has to

be the most famous and the most written about.

It became so important to its maker that it
actually changed the company’s name! The Acoustical
Manufacturing Company had been set up before World
War |l to build high-quality public address equipment.
Post-war, this slowly turned to hi-fi, Acoustical launching
their first domestic amplifier, the Quality Unit - Amplifier
Domestic (or Quad for short) in 1948.

But the real tale begins with the launch of the Mkl
version in 1952. Here was an amplifier destined to
remain in production for nearly 20 years, with almost
140,000 of the things made!

One thing that immediately strikes you about a
Quad 1l compared to its early 1950s counterparts is its
compact size. Everything is carefully engineered to fit
within the confines of a tiny footprint of minimum
volume. Inside the casework, the layout is very neat and
tidy (something modern valve amplifier manufacturers
should take note of). Under the two EF86 drive pentodes
hides a small tag strip holding the majority of the signal

HI-Fl WORLD

components. The output valve coupling capacitors are
located on the base of the output valves, and the shared
cathode resistor on the base of the choke.

The power supply uses the aforementioned choke
with a paper-in-oil capacitor block and a GZ32 rectifier
(later a GZ34). Input is via a six-pin ‘Jones’ plug, and AC
mains is fed in on a two-pin mains connector. At the
other end of the case there are voltage adjustment taps
for the primary of the mains transformer. This amp, in
cammon with most vintage power amplifiers, has no
power switch.

If you must modify the connectors and fit phono
sockets, don’t drill the chassis. Instead, remove the Jones
plug carefully and fit a small piece of Veroboard in the
hole and mount the phono socket on that. If you have
the original matching pre-amp, then remove its plug and
use that - it is a better audio- connector than the phono
socket. However, do be careful. The High and Low
Tension power supplies for the pre-amp are also on the
connector. The audio signal goes through the bottom
pair of connectors, earth on the left, signal on the right.

The Quad IlI’s exterior is painted in a ‘slate grey’ finish
and carries a little perspex name tag with the unit’s serial
number. When looking to buy a pair of Quad s, try to

World Radio History|
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The

Cartridge
Family

orfofon

MG 30

sypreme

01491-834700

DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITED

‘Best sound, best build,
best looks. Best hear it!

’ 'mvn_q,d’o ’

8 Bopworth Audio Technology

-
Jf M.V.H.-200
s

>

kB

v

Mosfet-valve hybrid. Legendary Papworth quality in a stunning
integrated package

P VA-16 | g

Papworth's classic stereo power amp.

Superbly hand crafied technology using the finest components.
Built to uncompromising standards of reliability and finish.

#

Buy Direct Fell The Difference As Well As Hear It
AV Supports Hifi Supports Speaker Supports.
X WING REFERENCE FULLY DECOUPLED

XWing design
available in any
height
configuration

Marble shelves
come as
standard.

Granite and
slate also
available.

Adjustable
spikes under all
shelving
Black is the
standard finish

other colours
available

Adjustable feet

RACKING ¢

PAT Pending

YSTEM

Every shelf is
decoupled.
Isolation
increases level
by level.

Machined round
aluminium legs
improves
stability and
isolation.

Legs can be
anodised
(six colours
available).

Design
completely
modular can be
split or added to
whenever
necessary

The above XWing rack available for £350.00
Have your rack designed for you.

SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT RACKS FOR HIGH END EQUIPMENT
30 day money back guarantee, For FREE Colour Brochure or to Order
Piease call or Fax 0800 3280647
(Please allow 14 days for delivery)

— Papworth Audio Technology

For further information Tel/Fax 01744 604578 7 Days
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The 22 pre-amp is powered through the umbilical chord which links it to

the power amp.

get the closest matched serial numbers you can, and
steer clear of all really early versions (unless you are a
mad Quad collector!) made before serial number 8000
because they are near impossible to pair up.

The Quad II's Achilles heel is its mains transformer.
The primary is run right up to its limit when powering the
associated pre-amps and tuners. The matching Quad 22
stereo control unit scavenges power from just one poor
old Quad Il to enable it to be totally mono compatible,
and if you have both the AM and FM tuners connected,
then mains transformer failure is liable to occur.

Another thing to watch out for are modded Quad lls.
A few years ago, voltage doublers, valve regulators,
EL34s and all kinds of other tweaks were thrust upon the
amp. Unfortunately, they A) sound worse, and B) if they
haven’t already killed the mains transformer, they soon
willt

Anrother point to look out for are original KT66 valves.
These are very thin on the ground, and a pair of Quad lls
are always worth more when fitted with original GEC
examples. Avoid like the plague any so-called direct
Chinese replacements. GEC KT66s have a 0.9amp heater
filament; some of the Chinese valves draw up to
I .8amps. This is guaranteed to fry the mains transformer.
Fitting EL34s is a no-no for the same reason (1.5amp
neater), as is the KT88. If you cannot find original KT66s,
then fit 6L6s or 5881s, but make sure they only consume
0.9amp of filament current.

Originality is everything with a set of Quad lls. If you
have a pair which have never been touched, have all
their original components, have never been damaged
and still possess the original valves, then you can ask
virtually what you want for them; certainly up to £500
would not be out of the question. If, on the other hand,
they have been ‘improved’ with modern components,
you will be lucky if a dealer offers you £100 for the set.

HI-FI WORLD

The Quad [’s circuit is quite interesting.
The amplifier has only two stages, hence it
requires 1.4volts of input signal to produce
its 12watt output, and so must be used with
some kind of pre-amplifier. A quick mod for
a little more gain is to use a 47ohm resistor
instead of the 1000hm one located on the
cathodes of both the EF86s. This results in a
dramatic increase in sensitivity, with no real
compromise in sound quality. You will still
need to find 600millivolts (0.6volt), so a pre-
amp is called for.

The output transformer is unusual in that
it incorporates a cathode winding as well as
the usual ancde windings. This applies an
‘out of phase’ signal to the transformer and
helps it produce triode-style impedance from
two tetrodes, with the advantage of only
needing the same drive voltage. The
disadvantage is that the output valves are
running quite a bit harder than the 12watt
power rating would suggest.

If you were being cruel to a Quad Il, you could point
out that a Leak Stereo 20 has a larger output transformer,
and to be hanest, the basic ‘guts’ of the Leak are way
better. But thanks to some clever trick with resistors
within the transformer case, the Quad Il gets away with
It.

On the Quad I’s rear panel are
the mains input (left), ‘speaker
terminals (centre) and Jones

connector (right).

Sound-wise, the Quad is one of the finest amps from
its period. It is clean, sweet and very load tolerant (the
ideal partner for the Quad Electrostatic Loudspeaker).
The original pre-amp works fairly well with CD sources
and the tone controls are de-activated when the filter
switch is in the ‘Cancel’ position. The phono stage
though has too much hiss and hum for modern-day use,
and to be honest, compared to a Leak Troughline, the
Acoustical FM tuner is a bit of a disappointment.

It is very hard to describe the Quad sound - it is whai
the amp doesn’t do that is more noticeable. When all
original, it has a magic, open sound that very few
amplifiers can compete with. On the flip side, the bass is
a bit warm, and when driven into overload, it can
bounce about all over the place. But then this is classic
valve-amp behaviour. Because of this soft, bouncy limit,
stick with efficient loudspeakers - Klipsch and Lowthers
are ideal matches (Quad Ils with Klipsch La Scalas are
awesome!), and don’t forget a good pre-ampe

The neatness of the Quad Il’s
internals show just how well

this amp was assembled.
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Column

he hi-fi separates market is

shrinking. Despite the trend

having slowed down
substantially over the past few years,
the fact remains that fewer and
fewer people are buying hi-fi
separates.,

You might think that, as many
national electrical retailers now
stock real hi-fi, the trend would be
reversed. However, the point is,
whilst they stock the components
most branches don’t actually sell
many. Anyone like myself who's
tried to buy equipment from such
an outlet will understand why.
When I visited one shop 1 was
greeted with an overwhelming
sense of apathy from many of the
salespeople. This is, perhaps,
understandable - it would be far
easier for them to sell an all-in-one
box before moving swiftly on to the
next customer.

This may be good news from the
specialist retailer’s view point, but
many arc still concerned about the
dwindling market place, and are
sceking to increase the size of the
separates market. There are two
ways of doing this. Either a new
technology comes along and is
supported by effective marketing
(we've seen this with Compact Disc
and, more recently, MiniDisc) or the
same products are offered to a
different audience.

The latter might not seem like a
particularly tempting prospect since
most of the bases are already
covered. There are specialist
magazines and ¢ven promotions
within the national press to sell the
idea of hi-fi. Most people who love
music own a hi-fi separates system,
and even those who don't are at
least aware of them. So where's the
room for expansion? One of the
greatest potential avenuces for
growth lies in what many see as a
great threat to both hi-fi and hi-fi
retailing.

Computers or, to be more
specific, the Internet, may have
knocked separates as a spending
priority, but it’s a ficld that those
within the industry ignore at their
peril. Despite my admittedly limited
computer experience, I can
appreciate that as far as genuine
high fidelity goes, the amplifiers and
'speakers provided with PCs are
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hopelessly inadequate. This at least
gives the manufacturers and retailers
of budget equipment huge scope to
woo those buvers wanting rather
more sonically from their computer.

This scenario bears more than a
passing resemblance to what
happened with the audio visual
market. Many pcople wanted better
sound from their television and
went for a sct of inexpensive
loudspeakers. From this starting
point they then found their way into
hi-fi separates. The upgrade future
with Internet users looks far rosicer.

I have only recently begun to
venture out on to the Net and the
impression I get is of a technology
that, given time to mature, could
have a profound effect on all
aspects of the hi-fi and music
software industry. It’s alrcady
possible to download music over
the World Wide Web and play it
through a computer. The downside
is that, even with reasonably high-
speed ISDN twelephone lines, the
process is quite slow, which won’t
do your phone bill any favours.

Todd

ominic

D

'speakers have little to worry about.
Those whose livelihoods depend on
making source components and
sclling recordings have more cause
for concern.

Over the course of extended
browsing on the net I was also
struck by the opportunity it offers to
radically change the face of hi-fi
retailing as we know it. Shopping
via computer has been mooted for
many years but it is only now

“It's already possible

to download music
over the World Wide Web

and play it through a computer.”

Local cable companies are bringing
the cost of calls down though.
Likewise | can envisage the
service being both speeded up and
improved in terms of accessibility. |
must admit the idea of a vast juke
box is quite appcealing, even to a
computer sceptic like myself. As
current Net music sitcs continue to
improve, the implications for the hi-
fi and music industric¢s could be
immense. And if copyright is a law
difficult to ¢nforce now, imagine
what a nightmare it might be trving
to prevent surfers downloading
information straight onto
Recordable CD or MiniDisc.
Whatever the outcome,
manufacturers of amplifiers and

becoming a reality. A couple of this
country’s larger hi-fi retailers offer
the chance to order hi-fi via the Net.
At the moment it’s a fairly primitive
process, but there are signs of
progress - you can view one chain’s
stores using virtual reality!

Of course, in some respects
nothing has changed. There have
always becn people who've used
their telephone to order hi-fi. And
there will always be people who
want to go into a shop, talk to a real
person and, most importantly,
listen to the hifi itself. So I don’t
think the Internet spells the end for
the hi-fi industry, but to ignore it
completely would be foolish in the
extremc@®

HI-FI WORLD



The Hi-Fi Company - now the West End
comes to the Eastern Counties

If you enjoy high quality music
reproduction, take a trip into
Peterborough where vyou’ll
discover that The Hi-Fi Company

offers the widest range of  equipment you normally only
serious hi-fi in the region and,  expect to find in specialist shops
better still, we can also like KJ West One, our world

demonstrate  the of  renowned ‘high-end’ branch

type

AUDIQ ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE
OPERA PLATEA
SONUS FABER CONCERTO
KRELL KSA300i
ARCAM ALPHA 8SE

PINK TRIANGLE TARANTELLA COPLAND CDA266
MISSION 750LE NAIM CDX
AUDIOLAB 8000LX/SX AUDIO RESEARCH CD2
MARTIN LOGAN AERIUS i MERIDIAN 508 24bit
CYRUS daD3q QUAD 77 AMPLIFIER

DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT

More than this, with just a day’s
notice we can also bring items of
truly ‘esoteric’ hi-fi equipment

WILSON BENESCH FULL CIRCLE
PROAC STUDIO 2.5
CHORD CPA1800/SPM400

And for the bargain hunters
amongst us, our Trading Station
branch (offering the largest range

you'll want to hear the finest hi-fi
equipment in the world - and now
vou can, here in Peterborough

from our West End store for you to
audition at The Hi-Fi Company,
So, if music at home is important ,

UNISON SIMPLY 845 THETA PEARL/PROGENY
MUSICAL FIDELITY ECD2 HARBETH HL-P3ES
LIVING VOICE AUDITORIUM WILSON BENESCH ACT 1

better place, with Part-exchange,
Interest Free Credit and a whole
world of hi-fi just waiting - here!

of quality used hi-fi in the country)
is just across the road! So, for
‘serious’ sound quality there’s no

f/«,-. Ao iMW!

THE HI-FI COMPANY 42 COWGATE PETERBOROUGH PEI 1LZ TEL: (01733) 341755 FAX: (01733) 358141



WANTED

TOP QUALITY HI-FI

Classic or Modern - all
types urgently requ:red

WE’LL SELL ON
COMMISSION

You get the Best Price
without all the hassle!

MAIL ORDER
SPECIALISTS

All items Fully Insured
and Guaranteed

THE FINEST SELECTION
HI-FI IN THE COUNTRY

I TURNTABLES / ARMS I
AR Legend witth Linn LVX £295
Basis Gold Vacuum

+ Air Tangent 2B £12,990 £7998
Grado tonearm £498
JVC QL-70 Direct Drive/Rega RB300 £150
Linn Axis/Basik (Black) £425 £278
Linn LP12 (Afr) Zeta £795
Linn Akito (Boxed - as new) £350 €195
Linn K18 Cartridge (New) £150
Linn LP12 Basik/LVX/A&R £1400 £595
Linn LP12 Basik Plus £1400 £595
Linn LP12 + Lingo/Ekos/ Dynavector

Karat 1700Mk2 £3699 £1978
Mana Reference T/T support system £188
Manticore Mantra / Magician

+ MBP6 pwr sup / Ort MC3000 £998
Mantra + Magician, AT OC5 & PSU £748
Revolver / Helius Scorpion / P77 £249
Roksan Xerxes/RB250/Rega Cart £1000 £495
Systemdek 2/Rega/RB250 £350 £195
Technics SL150 + SME Series 11 £195
Technics SL1210/Stanton AL500 £265
Thorens TD160 Super/SME 3009 £175
Thorens TD124 + SME Series [l £245
VPl HW 17 Record Cleaning machine

Highest quality. An investment. £799 £548

I CARTRIDGES —
Koetsu Urushi £998
Lyra Parnasus £POA

I AMPLIFIERS - SOLID STATE _

A&R A60 Integrated

Arcam Alpha 7 Amp £250 2175
Arcam Delta 110/120 (Pre/Pow) £550
Audiolab 8000A £365
Audiolab 8000Q £1100 £625
Audio Research D200

200 wpc (Ex Dem) £3250 £1997
Aura Evolution £195
Aura SE-X (Integrated) £250 £178
AVt S2000 M1 Integrated £999 £648
AVI S2000 MP Pre £799 £498
Bryston 2B Power amp £630 £358
Chameleon 900S 2 x 300w pwr £1000 £495
Chord SPM1000B

Balanced Power (Ex Dem) £2785 £1797
Classe Audio Thirty Pre £1320 £695
Counterpoint Solid 1 Pwr £1495 £845
Cyrus 1 £165
Cyrus 2 + PSX £415
Deva 250 Pre + PA Pwr £495
DPA 508 Power £1500 £695
DPA Renaissance Int (Ex Dem) £595 £477
DPA DSP200 Line Pre (Ex Dem)  £499 £397
DNM Pre Series 2 £900 £528
DNM PA1 Power £1800 £1168
Dynaco ST120 (Classic circa '76) £328
EAR 834P Head Amp £500 £350
ElectroCompaniet Anniversary Pwr£4000 £1198
Exposure Vill Power £250
Finestra EC (Inc mains filter) £795

E——,

FOR NEW HI-FI

Call info our main store -

The Hi-Fi Company

on the other side of the road!
or phone (01733) 341755

Heybrook C3+P3 Pre/Pwr £1425
Heybrook Integra (Integrated!) £555
Jeff Rowland Consumate Pre  £5500

Harmon Kardon HK1400 Line amp
Harmon Kardon AVP1a

Sound Processor £2000
Kenwood THX-ICMX1000 Amp  £375
Krell KSA100S (Ex Dem) £5843
Krell KBL Line Stage £4998
Krell KSA150 Power £4998

Krell Ref KRSBP(6 comp balanced pre)
Krell KPE Phono stage

Krell MDA30D Monoblocks (Pair) £11,982
Krell KAS2 Monoblocks (Pair)  £20,000
Lecson AC1/AP1 (Circa 1975)

LFD LSB + PA2 (Pre/Pwr) £3800
LFD LS2/PA1 (Pre/Pwr) £2600
Linn LK100 Power Amp £650
Mark Levinson No.28 Pre

+ PLS 228 PSU + N0.29 Pwr £6500
Meridian 603 Pre/DAC £1750

Meridian 551 (Integrated) £795
Michell Argo + Hera (Pre/PSU)  £900
Naim NAC42

£795
£250
£1498
€175

£695
£228
£3497
£1798
£2798
£3995
£698
£5998
£10998
£295
£1798
£1198
£418

£4098
£794
£525
£595
£195

QUAD
Quad 33/303 Pre/Power Phone
Quad 66 Pre-amp £498
Quad 44 Pre-amps. A choice from £265
Quad 405 Power-amps. A choice from £195

Quad items constantly changing and always
sought for cash - please call.

FOCUS ON MUSICAL FIDELITY

‘sonic steal’ - be quick!

Hugely and deservedly popular, especially
for their exceptional value, these items of
Musical Fidelity hi-fi equipment are now a

Musical Fidelity P270/1 Power £1395 £648
Musical Fidelity P270/2 Power £1500 £878
Musical Fidelity P173/P270 £2200 £1098
Musical Fidelity MA50Moncblocks £875 £498
Musical Fidelity 3a Pre £379 £248
Musical Fidelity 2a Pre £299 £178
Musical Fidelity Synthesis (Int) £198
Musical Fidelity E200 Pre/E300 pwr £1400 £645
Musical Fidelity X-Cans £130 £85
Musical Fidelity X-10D £130 £90
Musical Fidelity Digilog DAC £140
Musical Fidelity MC2 Speakers £150
Naim NAP 90 £245
Naim NAP250 (Old Styl £1655 £795
Naim NAP250 (Late) £1655 £1148
Naim SNAXO £750 £558
Nakamichi 600 Pwr £290
NVA A60 Power amps (Choice of 2) £430 £280
Obelisk 2 Integrated £95
OCM 500 Power amp £2750 £1098
Pioneer A300R £400 £278
PS Audio TwoC power amps £325
PS Audio Elite Integrated £398
QED Systemlire Kit + Mods (Ex D)£3000 £1897
Roksan L1 Pre + PSU £1100 £758
Sonographe SC1 Pre £1250 £450
Thorens TTP2000 Mk1 Pre (Ex Dem) £499 £397
Thorens TTA2000 Pwr (Ex Dem) £599 £477
YBA 2 Pre-amp £1700 £878

BN VALVE AMPLIFIERS TN

Art Audio Quintet (Monos) £2000 £878
Audio Alchemy

Vac-In-The-Box Phono/Pre £249 £197
Audion Silver Knight

Anniversary Monoblocks £3400 £2697
Audion Silver Knight

Integrated 300B £1125 £897
Audio Note P3 (300B Power) £1298
Audio Research BLI Cnvtr

(Ex Dem) £888 £587
Audio Research V70 Pwr

(Ex Dem) £4480 £2487
Audio Research LS5/1 Line Pre

(Ex Dem) £5295 £2997
Audion Sterling Integrated £595 £428
Avantic SPA il Vintage valves £188
Beard P100/P505 Pre/Pwr £2200 £838
Concordant Exquisite (Pre) £2000 £995
Counterpoint SA20 Pwr £3000 £998

Croft Series 5 (Power) POA

Golden Tube Audio 5150 £1000 £695
Gordon Welford (Pre-amp)

Hand made, Hard Wired £448
Graaf 5050 Power (Ex Dem) £2150 £1657
Graat WFB 2 Pre (Ex Dem) £1195 £897
Grant G#00 MC / Pre / Pwr £2200 £998
Papworth Audio M100 Monos  £3600  £2600
PM Components MPL1 Pre plus

2 x Mp211 Power amps (Ex Dem) £5000 £2507
Unison Mystery One £POA
Unison 845 Monoblocks £POA

AUDIO INNOVATIONS SALE

Destined for the realms of classic British
collectables these beautiful sounding
products now offer exceptional value

Series 1000 Mk1 Monoblocks £598
Series 1000 Mk11 Monoblocks

Plus Border Patrol PSU £2600 £1498
First Audio 7.5w Intg Triode £495
Series 500 Integrated 25w £495
Series 300 Integrated Amp £278
Series 200 Power Amp £250
L1 Pre-anip £369 £269
P2 Phono-amp £800 £448
Model 4 Pre £369 £247

ARCAM ¢ AUDION ¢ AUDIOLAB ¢ AUDIO RESEARCH
B & W & CASTLE ¢ CHORD ¢ COPLAND ¢ CYRUS
DENON ¢ EPOS ¢ GRAAF ¢ HARBETH ¢ KEF ¢ KRELL
LEXICON ¢ MAGNAPAN ¢ MARANTZ
MARTIN LOGAN ¢ MERIDIAN ¢ MICHELL ¢ MISSION
MONITOR AUDIO ¢ MUSICAL FIDELITY ¢ NAIM
PINK TRIANGLE ¢ PIONEER ¢ QUAD ¢ SME
SONUS FABER ¢ TEAC ¢ TECHNICS ¢ UNISON
WILSON ¢ WILSON BENESCH ¢ YAMAHA




IT’S YOURS
TOMORROW!

Next Day Delivery for all
Credit Card Porchases

BUY BACK
PROMISE

FULL P/X ALLOWANCE
on ‘60 Day’ up-grades!

F PREVIOUSLY OWNED
THAT’S GUARANTEED!

FULL

WARRANTY

With all purchases

Immediate Refund if Faulty

QUAD CELEBRATION MONOBLOCKS
A very rare opportunity to enjoy these
fabulous recreations of one of high fidelity’s
sonic landmarks. Today they are still a
favourite amongst leading reviewers and
discerning audiphiles. The outstanding gold
plated appearance of these limited edition
models adds pride of ownership to true
investment potential.

Normally £6,000 One pair only at £4,298

EEEEER CD PLAYERS / DACS NN
Arcam Alpha 5 CD Player £420 £240
Audio Alchemy Drive System 3

4 Box CD Player £1950 £898
Audio Alchemy Drive 3 £695 £498
Audio Alchemy DACMAN(Ex Dem)£149 £Nnz
Audio Alchemy DAC-IN-BOX(Ex D)£229 £177
Audio Alchemy ACD?2 Plyr(Ex D) £490 £397
Audiolab 8000CDM Tms (Ex Dem)£1399  £1097
Audiolab 8000D Rev (Ex Dem) £899 £697

I TAPE DECKS / TUNERS NN

Avantic BM611 Valve Tuner

Circa 1960 (no decoder) £148
DPA Little Bit 2 (DAC) £250 £148
Marantz SD55 3 hd / 2 mir £400 £195
Nakamichi 1000ZXL £1698
Nakamichi CR4E £795 £438
Nakamichi BX-1 £350 £158
Nakamichi RX202 (‘flip’ reverse) €395
Nakamichi 630 Tuner/Pre-amp  £500 £295
Rega Tuner £230 €160
Revox B77 MK2 £2200 £798
Revox A77 1/ track £POA
Revox B226 ‘BBC’' CD Player  £1300 £650
Sequerra Reference £5973 £3498
Sony TCK 6118 £330 £218
Theta Lynx Tuner £500 £324

I LOUDSPEAKERS N
Acoustic Energy AE2 + Stands £1800 £898

Audiolab 8000DAC £1000  £528 2'°" > Mézl, P— giggg tgggg
Cambridge Audic DAC Mayjic £POA pogee Laliper signature
DPA Renaissance DAC : £569 £395 Apogee Diva Grigio/Perla £12,980 £6998
DPA Renaissance CD Plyr(Ex Dem)£950  £647 Castle Harlech (Ex-aem/Yew) £995  £879
Kinshaw Overture DAC £195 B&W THX System (Ex Dem) £4975 £2977
Krell SBP64X DAC £9900 £1798 Castle Howard Mk2 {Ex Dem) £1200 £947
Krell MD10 (Transport) £7990 £2498
[DCM Time Windows £395

N MERIDIAN One time state-of-the-art speakers which simply
Meridian 602/606Trans/DAC £3350  £1498 weren’t publicised enough. Compatible with a
Meridian 602 £1750  £618 wide range of amps ... and they look nice too!
Meridian 207 CD/Pre £1400 £548 L

We've been Meridian dealers since they
began in business. We also stock their full
range of hi-fi and audio-visual components.

Micromega Duo (2 box ) £2299 £998
Micromega Stage 6 £950 £545
Micromega Stage 4 CD (Ex Dem) £600 £397
Micromega Stage 5 CD (Ex Dem) £750 £597
Micromega Stage 6 CD (Ex Dem) £950 £747

Mission PCM11 £250 €110
Monarchy DIP Jitterbuster(=x Dem)£245 £197
Musical Fidelity Digilog DAC £140
MusicWave Trans/DAC £4200 £1998
Parasound DAC-1000 £795 £528
Pink Triangle DeCapo DAC

+DC PSU £3000 £1998
Pink Triangle Ordinal DAC £900 £568
Pioneer PDM900 (Multi) £600 £228
Pioneer PDS-505 Precision CD  £450 £298
Proceed PT2/PD2 Trans/DAC  £4500 £2498
QED Digit Reference £450 £284

Teac P700 Trans + Opt Remote  £900 £645
Theta TLC Jitter Buster (Ex Dem) £229 €177
Trichord Pulsar 1 (Ex Dem) £1195 £847
Wadia 2000 (Trans/DAC) £15,000 £5598

A CONTEMPORARY CLASSIC |

Tannoy GRF Memory £4000 £2200
Fantastic recreation (c1991) of an original
G.R.Fountain design which produces music
on a grand scale for a large room and with
both the subtlety and dynamic impact you
would expect from the doyen of high
efficiency, studio quality loudspeakers.

Fabulously impressive and desirable! |

Epos ES14 Black £900 £575
Equation Zero (Blk) £298
Harbeth HL3 Teak £1000 £298
Harbeth HL4 + Stards £1000 £398
Harbeth HL Compact 7 (Ex Dem) £1499 £1197
Harbeth HL K6 (Ex Dem) £1049 £847
Harbeth HL5 Teak £798
Heybrook Quartets £650 £358
Horning Agathon Sig Bronze £3500 £1795
KEF Ref Model 1 Blk (Ex Dem)  £1199 £997
KEF Ref Model 1 £1199 £785
Klipsch Heresy 11 (Black) £754
Linn Isobarik Passive (Black Or Teak) £750
Linn Kaber (Marked) £2000 £898
Linn Sara + Stands £295
Linn Nexus £450 £265
Martin Logan Aerius (Oak) £2200 €1498
Meridian M2500 Active Sub(Ex D)E1595 £1297
Mission 754F (Ex Dem) £1498 £997
Monitor Audio R352 (Teak) £395 £248
Musical Fidelity MC2 £150
Musical Technology £500 £325

Note Perfect Virtuoso (Ex Dem) £2750 £1497
Note Perfect Concert (Ex Dem) £2450 £1297
Opera Duetto (Mint) £399 £329
Pink Triangle Ventrical (Ex Dem) £896 £597

Polk Audio FDA-SRS 1.2TL Signtre £3400 £1498
ProAc Tablette 50 (Teak) £599 £498
ProAc Tablette 50 Sig (Ebony)

an Target Stands £900 £565
Quad ESL53 £3500 £1595
Rega Kites £200 £128
Rega ELA £1040 £758
Rega EL8 (Rosewood) £450 £198
Rogers Studio 3 £600 £388
Rogers LS3/5a (Black) £799 £398
Rogers AB1 Sub £549 £348
Royd Minsitrel (Teak) £240 £168
Sonus Faber

Eiecta Amator Mk1 (Ex Dem) £3293 £2497
Spendor BC1 £238
Spendor BCII (Teak) £395
Spendor SP2/3 £1195 £775
Tangent RS2 + Stands £400 £225
Tannoy Devon (12" drivers) £795 £298
Tannoy Oxford (10" drivers) £195
TDL Studio 1 (Teak or Black) £800 £395
Yamaha YSTSW60 Sub £200 £128

~

SADLY THE ISOBARIK IS NO MORE
- LONG LIVE THE WILSON WITT |
Wilson Witt Mk1 £8888 £6887|
Severai fans of the ‘Isobarik’ sound have |
upgraded to these effortless transducers.
So nice - we play them for ourseives!
This is our Ex-Dem pair, well run in and, at
nearly £4,000 less than a new pair of Mark 2’s,
we think the law of diminishing returns works
in your favour for a pleasant change.
And remember, INTEREST FREE CREDIT
and PART EXCHANGE makes it so easy!

BUSINESS HOURS: TUES - SAT 9.30am - 5.30pm CLOSED MONDAYS VISITORS AND DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT
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TRADING STATION

35 COWGATE PETERBOROUGH

(01733) 555514
FAX (01733) 358141

TRADING STATION

Ve, i .o Cowpony

| ESTABLISHED 1974




KITS HAVE NEVER

K5881 Mkil VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

A 20watt, Class A power amplifier that uses reliable
Russian 5881 output valves, a military version of the
American 616, designed for low distortion audio work.

Now with a super shunt regulated push-pull (SRPP)
input stage K5881 offers amazing sound quality. It can be
used with a simple passive pre-amp or one of our own

pre-amplifiers, and it matches modern Mkl with SRPP

loudspeakers well.

300B VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

This 1s a specialised 28watt amp'ifier based on the
highly linear 3008 triode valve. Our 300B runs in
Class A, giving one of the most sweet, open and
neutral sounds possible today. Matched with good
loudspeakers, it is unsurpassed. All parts are
included in the kit, except valves since different

300B makes are available.

KLS3 THREE WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER
LOUDSPEAKER

KLS3 uses extremely light and stiff carbon-fibre
cone drive units for a fast, accurate sound. A
dedicated 4inch carbon-fibre midrange drive
unit provides the clean, smooth and detailed
midrange characterised by superb projection.
ts high 90dB sensitivity and near flat 8ohm
impedance make it one of the easiest
loudspeakers to drive. An ideal loudspeaker

for high-end valve amplifiers.
Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £350
Drive Unit Pack £230

a,

-
|

L

input stage!

K588 1PSE VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

An audiophile parallel-single-ended valve amplifier
at an affordable price. K5881PSE uses the reliable
Russian 5881 output valve. Its 17watts is enough to
drive most loudspeakers, making high-end sound
quality and design available to everyone. Can be
easily monoblocked to give 32watts.

KLS4 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER  carbon-fibre drivers, so performance isn’
LOUDSPEAKER compromised. An audiophile bargain.

A two way standmounter using stagger-tuned  Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £195
reflex loading for good bass, plus light and fast ~ Drive Unit Pack £110
carbon-fibre drivers.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £230
Drive Unit Pack £120 KLS8 TWO WAY HIGH SENSITIVITY

With a sensitivity of 94dB, KLS8 needs very

litle power. Its 10in. professional bass driver
KLS7 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER  and horn loaded tweeter give it a BIG sound.

FLOORSTANDER Ideal for low power amplifiers. Provides high
Compact and affordable two way reflex  level listening without fatigue!

loudspeaker. KLS7’s slim dimensions make it  Drive Unit & Crossover kit efc £260
easy to accommodate, but it uses top quality  Drive Unit Pack £175



EEN SO GOOD!

KLPP1 VALVE PHONO PREAMPLIFIER
KLPP1 has five line inputs a tape input

with monitor, and a unique low noise
valve MM/MC phono stage. There is
a switchable subsonic filter to prevent
output transformers of valve amplifiers
saturating. The line stage has gain, so
it will drive any power amplifier.
Audio grade components are used
and many parts are custom made for
highest quality. KLPP1 has a super
clear sound, sweet and detailed
through line and phono inputs.

KLP1 VALVE LINE PREAMP
The KIP1 line level preamp uses one an
elegant cathode follower line drive circuit to
give a sound of remarkable clarity and defail.
The components are all high quality and
include Alps volume control, Sovtek valves,
sitver plated wire etc. With a gain off x1, it
matches our sensitive power amplifiers.
Beautifully built, with solid machined alloy
fuscia and gold anodised knobs, it looks

compact and elegant in the home.

i
|
}
|

UPGRADE

KITS

K5881 Mkil £35
Upgrade your pre
November 1996
K5881 amplifier to
Mkl status for just
£35. Includes new
7025 double triode
ianut stage in place
of the original EF86

pentode.

KLS3 Gold

NEW! LOW LOW
PRICE £330
Upgrade your KLS3s
to Gold status.
Includes latest oval
gold dome piezo
tweeter andpa”
components.

KLS? TWO WAY FLOORSTANDER

Here's a storm for you - KLS9, with its BB4
alignment bass cabinet and Audax High
Definition Aerogel 8in bass/midrange unit.
Designed by Noel Keywood to possess
optimal bass damping and a clean step
response. Aided by a teensy bit of bass lift,
KLS9 really thunders; it will re-arrange your
furniture. But it does not waffle, falling silent
when there’s no bass in the music.

Aided by a high power lin fabric
dome tweeter, KLS is detailed, evenly
balanced and images superbly. 't is a1 easy
120hm load and i 88dB sensitive. Fer
amps up to 60W. Easy to build and great
for beginners. 93cms high.

Drive units, crossover parts, wool,etc
£230
Drive unit pack Y60

KLS3 Gold Mk It ADVANCED
TECHNOLOGY THREE WAY
LOUDSPEAKER

KLS3 Gold uses the latest version o*
Audax’s innovative oval gold deme
piezo electric tweeter, giving it the
sweetest and most extended treble.
Married to a 4in. carbon fibre cone

midrange driver for neutral and
clear reproduction, and a powerful
8in. bass driver for superb dept,
this is our top-of-the-line reference
‘speaker.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £575
Drive Unit Pack £450
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If you’re serious
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WARNING

THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. YOU MUST BE ABLE TO SOLDER AND READ A CIRCUIT DIAGRAM. THE VALVE KITS
CONTAIN LETHAL VOLTAGES. WE CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OF THESE KITS.

: ORDER FORM
! Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PUBLISHING, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX
! Tel/Fax: 0171 221 0691 or Tel: 0171 289 3533 Fax: 0171 289 5620
! 240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. Valves included except where otherwise stated.
i IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ‘D’ IN THE QTY BOX
1 WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties.
]
| DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QrTy UK OVERSEAS
: {inc.VAT and P&P) {exc.VAT and P&P)
: AMPLIFIER KITS
NEW K5881 Mkll 20W push-pull valve amplifier ......K5881-K240/120..........ccoceeevvnveecc L i, £395 ........ £350
| NEW K5881 MKII Built .........cccooevviiiiiiiiiiiiniciiee K5881-B240/120........cocvvvvrirnreciccrans e £595 ........ £550
| K5881PSE 17W single-ended amplifier.................... K5881PSE-K240/120.......ccccoeveeceec L D £650 ........ £555
1 KE881PSE BUilt.........crevieivrereriereiiaiecrareseseneeeenennes K5881PSE-B240/120.......c.cccovvevveccs L Do £850 ........ £725
1 300B 28W valve power amplifier (Not inc. Valves)...300B-K240/120..........cccoeevvevnecern L Do £850 ........ £725
1 B00B BUIlt.......covceeieriieerirenicicccrineeeeeeniensiiee s 300B-B240/120........ccccoveecrvcnnccn L e £1150. . ...... £950
1 KLP1 line level pre-amplifier............coovinnininannen KLP1-K240/120 .....covoveveivviiiniveceen D £345 ........ £295
TN TS Ul ———— S KLP1-B240/120 .....ccovvvcvivviivnevicccs e £545 .. ... .. £465
| KLPP1 valve phono pre-amplifier ..., KLPP1-K240/120 .......ceovvverevveeenccee L s £495 ........ £425
PKLPP1 BUIlt ..o, KLPP1-B240/120 ......ccovvvvvcvvanreccenc i £695 ........ £595
i LOUDSPEAKER KITS
: KLS3 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker
1 Drive Units + Crossover kit etc .........cccocvevvneiviinenne KLS3-C ..oovvvireeirevririiicrreenienseeeirns i £350 ........ £300
DOV UNIS.....vcoieicrioneese e eessee e KLSBD covvovervieeisneieersessnsssessees L Jirreiineriesesseenanes £230 ........ £200
| NEW KLS3 Gold Mk Il 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker with piezo tweeter
| Drive Units + Crossover kit etc (IS T 2O I DSOS £575 ... ..... £500
1DVE UNIS....eiiiiiceecienc st eneas KLS3-D ..ovvevvreieenirsiieenrverireneeecinens i £450 ........ £392
1 KLS4 2-way carbon fibre driver standmounting loudspeaker
| Drive Units + Crossover kit et ... KLS4-C ...cooovrvviviiiiniiciinrinenininnn i, £230 ........ £200
1 DAVE UNIS.....cooviiirieereinriis s KLSA-D ...oovireeieeviiievienieesressiesceene i £120 ........ £105
1 KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker
1 Drive Units + Crossover kit etc ............cccccevvvivincnine KLS7-C ..ovvrereeeerieeiecensiesseesieees Do £195 ........ £170
! Drive UNits......covvviiiiiriiiiiic s KLS7-D ..ooovierevviesrecieenvesseneeeeenns e Diviiciiieccnreniee s £110 ......... £95
| KLS8 2-way high sensitivity standmounting loudspeaker
. Drive Units + Crossover kit etc .........ccceeeecernieenenn. KLS8-C ...ooovvieeiecieivieeniesreessenenecenn e aiviciiirciecnieenaee £260 ........ £225
1 DIVE UNIES...ovvviieiiecrececeeee e KLS8-D ...ooovvvinvieiiriviieeniesiereseesneneis D iviieciecesnenseee e £175 ........ £150
| NEW KLS9 2-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker
1 Drive Units + Crossover kit efC ..........c.ccccoevvrcincens KLS9-C ..ovvvveiiererieevieesreesreieesenes Do £230 ........ £200
L KLS9-D....coovvvvureanee, ocoaeeaaaaoao I lorenmrernraronarcacacocd £160 ........ £140
I
: AUDAX DRIVE UNITS
H Carriage and packing please add £6.00 forone unit or a tweeter pair otherwise add £15.00 for 2-6 units
| High Definition Aerogel Drivers
1 3inch midrange, 93dB ... HM100ZO0 .......ooeoiviiiniiicrniieinienviiins b i £35 ..., ... £30
:4|nch midrange, 92dB.........c.cccccviiiinniiniinen HM130Z0 .....ccoeeivniiviiiiniiiinnniicis b i £47 ... ... £40
! 6.5inch bass/mid, 91dB.........cccccceevviiiniiniiiiiniiinnen HMA170Z0 .....covvieieiiieiieciecciecnenes e, £53 ... ... .. £45
|8|nch bass, 91dB ......cccvvviiriieriecrre e HM210Z0 .....ccoveiiieiiciieiiiiniicincc b i, £64 ... .|..... £55
1 10inCh bass, 90AB .............ccoeurvemrerersreesecerseesenenns PR240Z0.....c..coooiiieniecienieecieneee e £76 ... ..... £65
| Carbon Fibre Drivers
| 4inch midrange, 90dB...........cccccoriieeeeeininieeeeenans HM130CO0......cuiiiirieiereiriieiesenenenens I POOROROOPOPRRRRIOR £41 ... .... £35
1 6.5inch bass/mid, 90dB............c...ooeeeeereeeieenmeerieennens HM170CO0.....ccccviiiiiiiiiiniiciiirineed i, £47 ... | ... £40
HEInEIDasS SO O BN ————————— HM210CO0......ccovvireieiriiiniieiiinnieeed i, £58 ... ... .. £50
| Paper Cone Drivers
1 10inch paper cone bass, 95dB ..o PR240OMO........cccoovvviimiienniieeiineeeccene L v, £67 ... ... £55
1 13inch paper cone bass, 97dB ... PR330OMO.......ccoocovrrirveenniernecnrrinsined L Juviivviininniinienns £147 ... |....£125
! Fabric Dome Tweeters
| 25mm 92dB for 2 way SyStems........cccoevvvvivvneiiinnenn, NI onooasnoocossocoassscoasseacsassocasosl =l aaaseacooscnacaosacoaacod 25U c0o0o0dboooo £13
| 25mm 92dB for 3 way systems........ccccvvvvviiiviniinnnns TWO25MT L..ooiiiiiiiiiiniieeciieecieeeec b i £16 ..., .. .... £14
| 25mm horn loaded 97dB..........ccccecvvvvviiviniiiiiiinns PIRIAESU) coacaooccssncossssccsassascoasccacsssd e aoococasscaaasecoasacoood £25 ... ... £21
| 34mm 93dB - powerful SOUNG............ccccererrrrererannne TWO34XO0.......oovrriireiveneieiininennee i i £26 .....0..... £22
! Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter, 89dB .......... ([ D15 ] = TR Joe INOW..£130 ... ].... 2110
E (Please telephone for further detaits regarding other Audax Drive Units). |
: NAME: | enclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable to OVERSEAS PRICES
: ADDRESS: World Audio Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa. AND DETAILS
i Please debit my account no: Please allow for your own local
: import taxes (customs duties)
: and for carriage charges, which
1 —— must be added to the overseas
| POST CODE: Expiry Date: % VISA price. Telephonte or Fax for a
quote.

: COUNTRY:
}

ITEL (DAY):
' CREDIT CARD ORDERS TEL: 0171 266 0461 (24 hours) Sterling, Mastercard or Visa.

) METHODS OF PAYMENT
Signature: International money order in




Golden oldie - the mid/bass
from the Mkills.

How far have Wharfedale's tiny
Diamond loudspeakers come in a decade? Andrew Harrison finds out.

hen Wharfedale celebrated their 50th
anniversary in 1982, a new baby monitor
loudspeaker was born to the world. The

appropriately-named Diamond was a budget box
measuring just 24cm tall and 19¢m wide and deep. A
20mm soft-dome tweeter and dinky polymer mid/bass
unit were enlisted for driver duties: the result was a low-
sensitivity stand mounter that soon captured the hearts
and minds of both reviewers and the buying public with
its all-round playability. When Wharfedale announced,
16 years later, the latest variant to carry the prized
gemstone badge, we decided it was high time to see how
the new Diamond 7.2 sounded against a pair of their
direct ancestors of the early Eighties.

Knowing how hi-fi technology, and especially
loudspeaker design, has moved on in the last decade and
a half, the object in having two pairs of Diamonds was to
hear how much the marque’s least expensive have
improved aver
the years.
What we
didn’t expect
was to be
shown how
voicing and
sonic styling
have been
adapted to suit
fashions, or
how good the
original
concept really
was.

Unable to
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secure a suitable pair of Mark Is, a pair of 1987-vintage
Mark llis were kindly lent to us by Wharfedale, and these
differ substantially only in the type of tweeter used. The
Diamonds were in fact labelled as ‘Programme 30D’
which we understand are the commercial installation
version of the Mark IIl.

The 12mm-chipboard cabinet was wrapped in the
then-ubiquitous black vinyl, with a token lump of BAF
wadding inside and a simple two-way crossover PCB
(glued to one side wall) with lead-outs to single-wired
spring clips on the back panel. The main driver was the
most remarkable component. A pressed-steel frame
supports a cone that measure just 100mm or 4in. across.
Even with a rear-facing port it seems surprising, not that
the ‘speaker can carry a bass tune, but that it can
reproduce anything at all below 200Hz!

Our latest Diamond 7.2 was finished with luxurious
Oak-veneer side panels, through which are bolted
moulded, black plastic front and rear panels. The front
baffle is streamlined such that there are no hard edges, or
even mounting screws. The 120mm driver has a bulbous
phase plug in the centre of its plastic cone, while a
fabric-dome tweeter sits above in conventional two-way
styling. Overall it has the look of a modern, well-built
bookshelf ‘speaker. On the rear, in marked contrast to
our llI's spring terminals, were solid gold-plated bi-wire
binding posts. A reflex port sits, like the llls, behind the
tweeter on the rear baffle.

Small ‘speakers like the Diamonds typically work best
with their low-frequency output augmented by proximity
to the wall. This was duly tried but found to colour the
sound somewhat, so with the muscular Musical Fidelity
A1001 putting the watts up them they were brought
forward on Linn Kan Il stands with plenty of toe-in.

HI-FI WORLD



The resulting picture was very effective - in no time
the early Diamonds’ unpretentious and humble
character was making itself known. No real attempt at
reproducing low bass was made (nor expected) but |
found myself nonetheless drawn into the music, held by
the spell of a thoroughly involving ‘speaker. Ignoring its
obvious faults became unusually easy, and instead | was
drawn into recordings by its seductive honesty.

Massive Attack’s ‘Teardrop’ on CD features sampled
vinyl surface noise which was far more evident than
usual, reminding me how unforgiving mini-monitors can
be of poor sources like budget turntables. But the
overriding feeling with these Diamonds is of music
playing. Sure, you can hear grain in the treble when
things thicken up mix-wise, and they get shouty on vocal
peaks, but they still communicate music in the process.
Take Garbage's ‘Temptation Waits’ for example, a real
foot-tapping piece of power Pop that really Rocks in
spite of obvious hardness and compression in chorus
peaks, You still get insight into the music and end up
wanting more.

The contemporary Diamonds offered an altogether
different presentation, showing how over 10 years of
development have upset the apple cart. Fulsome bass
gave an attention-grabbing sound that jumped out to
impress. However, after that initial shock of hearing a
modern-sounding 'speaker has subsided, you may
wonder what happened to music. The bass presence is
flattering, particularly with today’s Dance-oriented
recordings, but it's a definite case of quantity over
quality, as if the upper bass is overwhelming the
midrange. Where the old Diamonds drew attention to
vocals and solo instruments, milking them as best they
could, the new kids hardly seemed to bother as it
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showed off its bass warmth.

Tori Amos’ ‘Precious Thirgs’ has a sprinkling of
drums that on the Ills were shown as open and rhythmic
- there was a sense of a real drummer behind the kit at
the back of the.stage. With the 7.2s it could have been a
drum machine. They had mare bass weight, yes, but
leading edges sounded rather synthetic and one step
removed from reality. Considering its need for meaty
basslines, some sequenced Dance from D) Quicksilver
was piped through the new 7.2s, but the result wasn't
particularly involving and our feet remained uninspired.

These nmore modern Diamonds will find favour with
many people, I'm sure, as the all-important first
impression grabs attention and should do so successfully
in the High Street. Their elders show that, while
Wharfedale were not inclined to exactly walk the Flat
Earth, they did have a 'speaker that excelled at Tunes The mid/bass driver from the
and at a very affordable price. As ever, like the Kans of 7.2s.
this month’s Olde
Worlde page, they
of course needed
impeccable
ancillaries to
prevent aural
disgrace, unlike
their more amp-
friendly madern
successors which
should partner a
wider range of kit.
But as we found,
newer doesn’t
necessarily mean
bettere
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CANNED GOODS

Jon Marks finds out how a little copper shielding can go a long way.
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wo of the most widely known initials in the
Tmusical arena are CD. But while every house in

this green and pleasant land could tell you ‘C’ is
for Compact and ‘D’ Disc, the three letters ‘R’, ‘F’ and ‘I’
might furrow a few brows. However, Radio Frequency
Interference is increasingly recognised as a major
influence on how a lot of hi-fi equipment sounds.

Manufacturers like DPA have long been aware of the
detrimental affect RFl can have on sound quality and use
surface-mount parts, mains filters and aluminium
casework in an attempt to alleviate the problem. This
may stop a lot of outside RF| getting into your hi-fi, but,
especially where digital systems are concerned, it
doesn’t offer much protection from RFI created within.

Having received a number of readers’ letters on the
subject of screening cans, we decided to investigate with
some help from Kopperae (tel: 07970 654356), suppliers
of copper sheet (cost £1 and up depending on size) and
tin snips (£3.95) for the cutting thereof. A package of
sheet copper duly arrived a couple of days later and we
set out screen making in two test beds, a Technics SP-
10Mkll direct-drive motor unit and a Pioneer PD-91 CD
player.

As you can see from the picture, the main target in the
Technics was the oscillator section, where the output of a
quartz crystal is stepped down to provide the drive signal
to the motor. There’s a whole range of Radio Frequencies
polluting this board, as no shielding of any kind is fitted
as standard. The first countermeasure is to begin making
up screens to fit above and below problem ICs.
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Measure the length, width and
height (from the surface of the PCB) of
the IC you want to screen, and then
add 2mm or 3mm to each to provide
some clearance. Once you have the
dimensions, draw out a plan of the
screen, with the four sides joined to
the top. This can then be cut as a
single piece of copper and the sides
folded over to form a box with a top
but no bottom. This obviates the need
for soldering together separate bits of
copper, which is very fiddly.

Now test-fit the screen over the IC
to confirm it fits without touching the
chip itself and potentially shorting out
its pins. Next, cut a short length of thin
cable which will ground the screen at
the nearest available ground point.
Solder the cable to the screen. In most
cases, with copper between 0.5mm
and Tmm thick, this will take a 20watt
soldering iron as a minimum. And
remember, the copper takes a while to
cool down, so don’t burn your fingers
as you go to pick it up.

To make sure the screen doesn’t
short any PCB tracks, stick insulation
tape on the four sides and fold it in
under the screen. To attach the screen
to the PCB, we turned to the
audiophile’s faithful friend, Blu Tack. A narrow bead
around the bottom edge of the screen will hold it in place
- in the Technics none of the screens have fallen off after
six months. If you’re worried about them dropping off
though, cover the outside with insulation tape.

The final step is to connect the screens to a ground
point. The best way to do this is through a capacitor
soldered to the cable coming from the screen. We tried a
range of values, from 4.7uF down to 22pF and found
that, in the Technics, 33pF or thereabouts gave the top
sound. Tiny caps like this mean you can use
polystyrenes, which sounded better than other types. Just
make sure you connect the coloured end of the cap to
the screen, or you won't get the full screening effect.

Unfortunately, making up the screens is quite a time-
consuming task, although thinner copper sheet is faster
to cut and bend. But the results are well worth it. With
screens on the crystal and most of the frequency step-
down ICs in its wake, the Technics sounded much more
open, detailed and natural. It became more musically
involving and three-dimensional too. The PD-91 showed
similar gains, although there was already some shielding
in place.

Protecting the analogue drive section in the Technics
and the output stage in the Pioneer comes next, and it
looks like these will be rich veins to mine from early
experiments. And Ken Ishiwata uses the same technique
in his HDAM output modules in Marantz equipment. So
if you're handy with a soldering iron and a pair of tin
snips, try a touch of copper origami for cleaner sounde
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THE BEST OF JAMES

FONTANA }IM BESTO1

James were once so laid back
they achieved international
success by simply sitting
down. Since then, the
Manchester band, fronted by
handsome Tim Booth, have
continually put out PR-free
releases with the band firmly
Jurking in the shadows. This
might explain why no one has
heard of them for aeons.

Best Of James serves two
purposes. First, it's a timely
reminder that after 16 years
they are still together, and
second, that they have hardly
changed. While other
Manchester icons The Smiths
(who they once supported),
New Order (who they once
understudied), The Happy
Mondays and The Stone Roses
have all since dried up, James
appear to be going strong.

Last year’s single, ‘She’s A
Star’, emerged after a two-
year hiatus and was a decent
little song, the kind that
should have made James
minor stars, even major
league perhaps. It didn’t of
course, but then
understatement is everything
with James.

It is inconceivable to think
of James as anything but

HI-FI WORLD

unconventional. However,
with the likes of Eno on board
as producer, conformity rather
than left-field experimentation
has tended to dominate,
While adept at writing catchy
Pop ditties verging on the
rebellious, they can hardly be
termed genuinely
revolutionary.

Take 1985's early Factory
single ‘Hymn From A Village'.
While other bands were
pleading with listeners to ban
animal testing or kick out the
Tories, Tim Booth was saying
simply: “Go and read a book,
it's so much more
worthwhile”.

There are some fine
numbers here. ‘Come Home’
seems an excellent way to
start the album, capturing as it
does the warm essence of the
band. Together with crowd
favourites ‘Sit Down’ and
‘How Was It For You?' from
their 1990 chart-topping
album Gold Mother, they
recall those care-free
Madchester days.

By 1993’s Laid, the band’s
sound had become insistently
melodic, the songs full of
imaginative hooks and three-
part choruses, with Tim Booth
adding his characteristic
flourishes of camp melodrama
to the vocals.

In short there are no bold
steps into the unknown here
and certainly no slippery falls
into the vortex of Rock 'n’
Roll excess. But while James’
songs are refreshingly
composed and upbeat, they
can start to sound a bit
similar. My advice is, sit down
with a good book and put on
something more worthwhile
instead.

Music Reviews

by Jon Clarke & Stuart Lenz
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RETURN TO
LAST CHANCE
SALOON

BLVED 008

Carried along in the wake of
the BritPop euphoria of two
years ago, the Bluetanes were
heralded as the new Pop
kings, mentioned in the same
breath as the likes of Sleeper,
Dodgy and Gene. Like their
number-one selling debut, the
hoys from Hounslow were
Expecting To Fly. But while
their first release led to
comparisons with early Stone
Roses, here they have sadly
proeduced an album not much
better than the Manchester
band’s disappointing return.

The opening shots are fired
by ‘Tone Blooze’ and
‘Unpainted Arizona’, surging
songs that drive harder than
predecessors and show
guitarist Adam Deviin
perfecting his riffolas.

The single ‘Solomon Bites
The Worm’ rocks just as hard.
However, many of the
remaining tracks have a
distinct riff-by-numbers style,
with little difference irom
staple Reef or Ocean Colour
Seene fare,

The saving grace on
Return. . . is Mark Morris’
vocals. He injects a certain

vulnerability and sensitivity
into his singing, both of which
are rather missing from the
work of his colleagues.

If you thought the
Bluetones were going to be
the next great, white Rock act,
you'll be disappointed. This is
no great return despite
containing some of the
promise they showed two
years ago. Return may not be
their last chance, but they’d
better pull their socks up.

BRING IT ON

HUT 49

With a cowboy sound from
the High Chaparral of Texas
and a name that suggests they
got there via the Rio Grande,
it is a surprise to find that
Gomez in fact herald from
Southport. And quite a stir this
little five-piece, whose
average age is 22, are making
at the moment - they're being
touted as a new Space or
Verve, This is due to one thing
alone: originality. They are so
darn chicken-pluckingly fresh
and new that it is hard to
ignore Bring It On.

Playing a part here is
singer Ben Otterwell, who has
that sort of lived-in, rasping
voice which reminds you of
Jim Morrison. In reality
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though it is perhaps closer to
Pearl Jam's Eddie Vedder.
Take the opening track, ‘Get
Miles’. This has to be one of
the few tributes to the benefits
of chain smoking.

The music is something
else. Creedence Clearwater
Revival, The Byrds, Tom
Waites and Neil Young are all
in the mix, plus a vast
collection of Blues, Country,
Rock, Psychedelia and
assorted Americana. In short,
this is a break from the norm.

Bring It On starts raucously
but soon settles on a soft, lo-fi
mood, particularly with
"Whippin’ Piccadilly’ and the
amusing ‘78 Stone Wobble’. If
you thought earlier references
to cowboys were
misconceived, the dreamy
‘Tijuana Lady’ is littered with
seforitas, desperadoes and
mariachis. By "Here Comes
The Breeze' slide guitars and
the twang of the Southern
states are in full force.

The second half delivers
the whimsical ‘Love Is Better
Than A Warm Trombone’ and
the very catchy ‘Free To Run’,
with its addictive hooks and a
thumping piano line to rival
Jerry Lee Lewis.

Bring It On reels nicely
from pillar to post without
really blowing your socks off.
This is no bad thing as it
achieves the greater ambition
of reaching into your soul.

This bunch of Hill-billies
might remain wilfully obscure
and, not unlike the Titanic,
disappear without a trace in
no time at all. That is unless
they are saved by a receptive
audience which suddenly
aquires a taste for finer
Folk/Country/Rock crossovers.
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Stranger things have
happened, and it's awl goin’
down over thar in those
Southport Hills.

VARIOUS ARTISTS
REBIRTH
OF THE COOL 7

ISLAND CIDD 8065

That’s What | Call Music
ended its run somewhere
around 36, but was clinically
dead by its second outing. In
contrast, the Rebirth Of The
Cool, with the odd glitch here
and there, has managed to
provide an eager, streetwise
public with a new bunch of
sounds more or less once a
year for the last seven years.

At first RBOTC7 sounds
like it is drawing its pension
and hobbling about on
walking sticks. Not that it’s
necessarily an inferior
product, but the territory is so
familiar that one assumes it's
nearing check-out time.
However, on further airings it
becomes apparent there is
much of interest and, with the
exception of Roni Size, whose
excellent debut Reprazent
won the Mercury Music Prize
last year, there are few well-
known artists here.

And that’s the point. The

objective in RBOTC is, and
always has been, to engender
as many of the current styles
as possible and pick out
something that stands out.
With Rebirth Of The Cool
7, however, we seem to be
missing the two big, pre-
millennial flavours, Big Beat
and Speed Garage. That's not
a bad thing, for D] Patrick
Forge and friends have instead
assembled a compilation with
more of a Jazz influence. Fans
of Forge’s Sunday evening
show on Kiss where he serves
alongside Giles Peterson will
agree this is a sensible choice.
The result is a cross-section
of tracks, each of which does
a particular take on Jazz.
There’s the Jazz-infused
Techno wizardry of lan
O’Brien’s ‘"Monkey Jazz’, the
funky, Jazzy rhythms of the
likes of New Sector
Movements and the
ruminations of Drum 'n’ Bass
worthies Spacer and Bill
Riley, with their ‘In At The
Deep End’. Then there’s Roni
Size, who puts in a sterling
performance with his
delightful ’Ballet Dance’.
Much here is of note and
the efforts of Abstract Truth
and Blaze, the unsung heroes
of the Garage generation, are
sensational. The latter’s ‘My
Beat’ is seminal, mixing
poetry and Afro-textures in a
way that only Gil Scott Heron
has achieved, rounded off
with 120 bpm Drum ‘n’ Bass
lines. Skitz/Roots Manuva
with their deep and
personable Rap production
are also inspirational.
If the sheer variety of
grooves, spiritual explorations
and something called nuskool

Samba, for reasons best
known to the artist, don't
tickle the taste buds, then the
up-to-date translations of Jazz
classics by Milton Nascimento
and Coltrane surely will,

Of course not everything
will be to your taste - there
are some real stinkers here -
but which compilation can
manage that? Tune in, burn
out and wait for number eight.

Blls, &
TOWA), c'
| -

JACKIE BROWN
THE SOUNDTRACK

. MAVERICK MAYV 9362-46841-2

Film soundtracks with a
throwback to the Seventies
are almost made to order
these days. The long-haired,
flarey-trouser and Afro days
obviously put bums on seats
and turned a few shekels for
studio execs.

Well the Boogie Shoes are
still on, in words conveyed by
Bobby Womack'’s brilliant
’'Across 110th Street’, which
opens this compilation. Like
the film, the music on Jackie
Brown has a sort of noir
realism - gritty with no frills
attached. A body count of
four, low for Tarantino,
necessitates low-voltage
music, and that’s what we get.

Replacing the spanking
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thrash 'n’ burn tunes to be found in
Reservoir Dogs and Pulp Fiction, the
soundtrack to Jackie Brown is distinctly
mellow professional funk with a few
smouldering smoochers thrown in - no
beloved Link Wray in other words. The
pedigree of these songs is undeniable
though - Brothers Johnson do their
“Strawberry Letter 23’, Bill Withers
performs his superb ‘Who Is He And
What Is He To You?” and Randy
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Crawford’s ‘Street Life’ is about as
universal as you can get.

The Delfonics’ romantic confection,
'Didn’t | Blow Your Mind This Time’,
shows off a lighter side to the Philly
Gamble-Huff house-sound predominant
in the '70s, but comes far closer to the
harmonic reaches of Motown - a loved-up
Soul treasure if ever there was one.

Tarantino has scored the music for
himself, but there’s an appreciative

'World Radio Histo

audience out there. Still, occasionally it
doesn’t work. The inclusion of Johnny
Cash’s ‘Tennessee Stud’ is one example,
and while this may get Rednecks crying
into their Coors, it stands out here like a
sore thumb. After all, Jackie Brown is
about street hassle, not rodeo.

|B might not be as good a soundtrack
as Pulp Fiction, and it comes nowhere
near to equalling Reservoir Dogs, but it's
still definitely worth a spine
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by Sara Davis & Leon Palmer

VARIOUS ARTISTS

THE SOUND OF THE
UNDERGROUND -
IBIZA, MIXED BY DJ
ALFREDO

MASTER DANCE TONES
SATU CD8236

This summer is the 10th
anniversary of the House
music explosion on our shores
and, strange as it might seem
today, one of its major roots
found fertile soil on an
inconspicuous party island in
the Mediterranean. The
influence of Ibiza’s Balearic
beat on the new era of UK
Dance music is well known,
and DJ Alfredo is often
credited with introducing it to
Britain via DJs Danny
Rampling and Paul
Oakenfold. But don’t expect
too much nostalgia from DJ
Alfredo’s follow-up to the
popular ‘95 compilation,
Space.

The fresh and pure
originality of 1988 Balearic
has been enhanced with some
of today’s funkiest
House/Garage tacks. One
taste of this former Ibiza
resident’'s Amnesia club
reveals a pleasing content of
new and not-so-new numbers
from the lighter end of the
House spectrum.

There’s not much room for
innovation in the 4/4 world of
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Garage. Mercifully, various
labels like Irma, Nervous,
FFRR, EMI et al have allowed
some of their best efforts to,
grace this album. The massive
‘l Thought It Was You’ by Sex-
O-Sonic is one of House
music’s finest responses to
Disco and never fails to get
the girls moving - if only in
anger over the track’s opening
sample, a male voice
repeating the words “Stupid,
ugly bitch”! Shame to spoil
such a dreamy tune but at
least UK act Fire Island’s
‘Roach Motel’ - deep and bass
heavy and released on the US
Strictly Rhythm label - is
included to improve the
stompability factor.

Call it Handbag, happy
House, Garage, whatever, this
collection won't give you an
ear-bashing, just some fine,
funky House and, thanks to
the sunny influence of Ibiza,
some nice memories too.

GLOBAL (
MIXED BY JOHN
DIGWEED
BOXED GU006

We are heading deeper, deep
into the dark and twisted
underground, so far down we
arrive in Sydney’s Twilo club
for John Digweed’s monthly
spot of jockeying. Yes, the lad

from Renaissance has had
enough ‘Northern Exposure’
and has flown the nest for
some rays down-under. By all
accounts he probably
deserves it.

After a brief spell learning
the ropes in the early Nineties
at London’s Rage club as a
bottom-of-the-bill apprentice,
the young Digweed must have
impressed someone because
he was soon co-mixing the
massive Renaissance albums.
The huge critical and
commercial success of
Renaissance and the resultant
tours with famed partner
Sacha gave both their
reputations a boost and the
signature sound was born:
deep and dancey, dark and
trancey.

On this double-CD
Digweed goes it alone, which
means more tracks and more
room for the DJ to develop
and build, which is just as
well as that’s what he’s best
at. The first CD is the most
accessible although it’s still
infused with deep and twisted
House sounds from the likes
of Danny Tenaglia, Heat
Effect and the wonderfully up-
beat Dubby House of Albion’s
‘Air’, a memorably sweet
tune. The international flavour
of the album takes us on a
journey from Hong Kong,
through Japan, Berlin and the
US and it’s these rich pickings
which bring the CD to life.

When Digweed goes
experimental as he
supposedly does on the
second side you know that in
reality nothing is left to
chance, for while they might
be unknown acetates, past
experience means he’ll have
chosen some real eerie Trance

classics. Efforts from artists
like Paul Van Dyk. Pablo
Gargana, Deepsky and Crystal
Method are welded together
seamlessly as the hard and
sinister side of the
underground spreads the
Digweed charm. If you
remain still to this one you
must have your head in the
sand. | think we can safely say
this lad has graduated a little
higher up the bill now.

ALWAYS
VIRGIN RECORDS

Having recently topped the
charts with ‘Here’s Where The
Story Ends’, Tin Tin Out are
back with a classic House
album that showcases a
selection of hits from the last
few years. This really is a
must-have chronology of
Poppy House music, chock-
full of favourites from the
early part of the decade -
Espiritu’s vocals alone on
‘Always Something There To
Remind Me’ are reason
enough to get hold of it. ‘The
Feeling’ featuring Sweet Too
(another dancefloor classic
from yesteryear) also warrants
a re-listen. The brilliant
Sundays’ cover ‘Here’s
Where. . " is just the icing on
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JUNK SCIENCE
DECONSTRUCTION

Washington's Deep Dish first came o
light in 1992 thanks to the quality of
production on their remix work, in
particular De'Lacy’s ‘Hideaway'. In
95 they signed to Deconstruction

where they released less than a single

every 12 manths. ‘Stranded’, the Radio

| -powered single of late, was one

which kept the Deep Dish sound alive

and proved that quality beats beat

quantity of beats, Now firmly
positioned on the chillier side of cool,
Ali and Shazam'’s new album Junk
Science is eagerly awaited and well
hyped, deservedly so.

I's no surprise that Junk Science is

sleekly mixed and well produced, but

D OF THE MONTH

DANCE & AMBIENT

tight array of lazz, Funk, Rock vocals,
Diszo, Drum 'n” Bass and more,

smoothed gently over a fine layer of slick

House beats.

Disco notes undercut by an Emmanuel

Top-type rhythm. The 13 tracks

(including ‘Stranded’ and a reworking of

the first single *Stay Gold’) vary wildly
and are often to be found way out
there somewhere, playing with
ambient electric guitars or toying with
gravelly vocals akin to Iggy Pop’s.
‘Morning Wood’ for example, is a
haunting dip into the guitar-sway ol
the Spiritualised ilk, which lulls you
into an irresistible mellowness only to
evolve into an up-beat Massive
Attackesque tune complete with
thumping beat.

Junk Science can be compared to
kitchen object-inspired counterparts
Jam 'n’ Spoon, whose smoochy vocals
and restless harmonies it sonically
aspires to. But at the same time Ali and

Sharam'’s deeply ingrained sens

style-wise Deep Dish have always been The album’s sound is hard to pin humour and adventure rises to the

unpredictabile, messing with hundreds of down, bul every track wields the Deep surface every lime. Junk Science is an

influences and staying open-minded 1o Dich slant; an infectious blend of instantly likeable album - catchy, yet

the end. Jurk Science is an incredibly uplifting chord-changes with echoing laid-back, deep and very dishy.

the cake, illustrating Tin Tin
Out’s uncanny knack of
spotting an unusual tune and
making it huge.

The lesser known tracks on
Always will not disappoint
either. ‘Dance With Me" is a
bit D-ream but totally
hummable. ‘Strings For
Yasmin’ is a powerful violin
melody with bongos and
tribal samples much like
Deep Forest. 'This Is For You’
features the soulful vocals of
Dawn Dawson over deep
bass, whilst ‘Dealers To The
Dancefloor’ is another high-
energy Techno stomper.
~Allin all, there's not a bum
track to be heard. This CD
begs to be kept in the car this
summer and played loudly in
the sunshine.
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MORGAN GEIST PRESENTS
ENVIRON

INTO A SEPARATE
SPACE

PHONO PHONOCD?3

The clues in his name, his
music, even the tasteful,
brown, environment-friendly
cardboard CD sleeve suggest
this is another upstart from
Germany or Holland, the

home of Eco Techno. In fact
Morgan is New Jersey’s
brightest new talent to emerge
from the US Techno/Dance
scene formerly dominated by
the big boys from Chicago
and Detroit. Geist is coming
out of their shadow by
borrowing the deep and
uplifting style of good old US
House and Techno and
combining it with the
intelligence of European
Ambient, which makes for an
unusually quirky album.

First exposed to the UK
with a debut album for Clear,
Geist has recently completed
a European tour. The
continental slant to his latest
release from Phono can be
heard throughout. Blissfully
minimalist, basic and raw,

'World Radio Histo!

Morgan certainly knows how
to get the best out of his
equipment, and before we
wonder if a keyboard and a
drum machine is enough to
constitute a song, he brings
back the catchy loop and
we’re off again.

On tracks like ‘Frebis’,
loads of US phatness is
phased into the more familiar
Euro-style bleeps and
samples. This occurs
frequently on a production
where the atmosphere and
groove are always fighting for
prominence. ‘Intronic’ shows
off some Speedy Jay funkiness
while the final track ‘Intronic
(Mondrian Remix)’ allows the
down-tempo and hypnotic
vibes to gain the advantage.
One for the chill-out roome
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OPPOSITE
HATNOIR 802

By the standards of many of
Japan’s underground guitar
players - Keiji Haino, KK Null,
Kawabata - the 33-year-old
Taku Sugimoto is notoriously
unprolific. In the last decade
his tentative, fleeting, resolutely
minimalist improvising has
been heard only on two
albums, a couple of singles and
as many compilation tracks,
Opposite reveals why this is
appropriate, for TS has a style
clearly at odds with the rest of
his Tokyo/Osaka noisenik
compadres.

As Wire-editor Tony
Herrington’s sleeve notes point
out, Opposite’s music,
“sounds like an attempt to
reproduce on CD the kind of
preternatural calm which
descends on visitors to the Zen
temples and public gardens”
found at the heart of even
Tokyo's busiest districts: an
oasis of calm. But don't expect
floaty, ambient guitar stuff.
Sugimoto is far more in the
improv tradition than that.
That said, the asceticism of the
solo guitar music here won't
be to everyone’'s taste. TS's
acoustic guitar is reminiscent
of Derek Bailey’s, all
disconnected notes and sound
incidents appearing against a
blank canvas, yet far less
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extrovert than the British
improviser’s. His electric
playing is closer to the electric
Jazz guitar of Jim Hall, Joe
Diorio or Joe Pass (or, rather, is
to that music what Loren
Mazzacane Connors is to
electric Blues).

I should also point out that
this is only the second release
on the legendary Swiss Jazz
and New Music label
hatHUT’s new Noir series (the
other release so far is new
work by the aforementioned
Mazzacane Connors, of which
| hope to bring you news next
month). Hat have done so
many great things in the past.
In the contemporary Classical
field their championing of such
mavericks as Morton Feldman
and John Cage is unparalleled,
while their constant promotion
of the most cutting-edge Jazz
(see below) is similarly without
comparison. It's great to see
them embark on this new
venture.

LUST CORNER
WINTER AND
WINTER910019-2

Lust corner sees French
guitarist Noél Akchoté -
known, if at all, for his
collaboration with Steve
Arguelles and Benoit Delbeq

in trash-Jazz trio the Recyclers
- join forces alternately with
American plectrum-wielders
Eugene Chadbourne (for over
two decades infamous for his
Thrash/Bebop/Hillbilly/improv
lunacy and for his awesome
virtuosity) and Marc Ribot
(NYC'’s most celebrated
guitarist-sideman, a player
enviably comfortable in
seemingly any setting) for a
series of inspired duets.

Over the last 20 years
Chadbourne and Ribot have,
between them, performed with
some of the most outstanding

figures in contemporary music:

Bill Laswell, John Zorn, Arto
Lindsay, Marianne Faithfull,
Jello Biafra, Tom Waits et al,

‘but here they defer to the

session’s leader. The pieces
are largely Akchoté’s own,
although there’s a healthy
smattering of Ornette Coleman
tunes. As nods to the great
altoist and composer
Coleman, the music takes in
Hard Bop, Free Jazz,
outrageous HM chording,
scratchy C&W. It's all handled
with equal amounts of skill
and verve - and humour; you
can almost hear these players
grinning as they race through
the material.

As with all Winter and
Winter's Artist Edition series,
Lust Corner is quite exquisitely
packaged. Apart from the
usual pleasing corrugated card
sleeve in which the CD comes
(more proof, as though it were
needed, that the hideous
industry-standard jewel box
can be avoided) the package
includes a booklet of
photographs by the notorious
documentor of Japanese
erotica Nobuyoshi “Tokyo
Lucky Hole” Araki. A bonus, if
you like such things (as | do).

PATRIOTS NINE
AVANT 067

This extraordinary reissue on
John Zorn’s Avant label
uncovers a genuine hidden
gem. As Patriot Nine's cover
notes expound, clarinettist
Maneri is a monstrously
overlooked Jazz musician who
brought the influence of his
early experience in playing
microtonal Folk music in
Jewish and Greek wedding
bands to bear on his Bebop.

This synthesis, along with
his early embracing of free
improvisation and tape
manipulation, brought him to
the attention of Third Stream
theoretician Gunter Schuller,
who, in 1961, tried to get a
Maneri LP released through
Atlantic. The album never saw
the light of day, but the
sessions recorded for it are all
here. While the actual quality
of the recordings isn’t
fabulous, the musical content
is awesome. The group (pianist
Don Burns, bassist John Beal
and drummer Pete Dolger)
create real fire out of this
avant-klezmer’s odd time
signatures and ferocious,
ardent melodies.

It's completely appropriate
for Patriots Nine to see the
light of day on Avant. Zorn,
along with a handful of fellow
travellers including Don Byron
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and Dave Douglas, has been
attempting just such fusions of
middle-Eastern Folk musics
with Bebop in his on-going
Masada project. It's also brave
of him to reveal that someone
was doing this with such
artistic (if not public) success
quite so long ago.

Mat Mai)\eri Quinte!
cceptangs

TT A AAN IO N A T

MAT T MANE

ACCEPTANCE
HATOLOGY 512

30 years on and Joe’s son Mat
is making some great music
himself. The 28-year-old
violinist and violist has been
cutting something of a swathe
in contemporary Jazz over the
past couple of years, not least
in the company of his dad
and notoriously oblique
guitarist Joe Morris on the
acclaimed ECM album Three
Men Walking.

For this date as leader on
Swiss label hatOLOGY - hat's
contemporary Jazz imprint -
he has assembled a quintet of
like-minded Free-Boppers: the
great bassist Ed Schuller;
trombonist Gary Valente;
electric guitarist John Dirac;
and drummer Randy Peterson.
They work their way through
a set of Maneri’s own pieces,
plus a couple of standards (a
sparse and luminous ‘My
Funny Valentine’ and a sassy
re-telling of Sonny Rollins’
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‘East Broadway Rundown’).

Mat eschews the use of his
trademark six-string violin,
instead opting for viola, but
his usual microtonal approach
is still there, an approach
engendered by years of
listening to musics from
beyond Jazz, and beyond the
West generally, and of course,
at least partly learned from his
father’s earliest experiments.
It's an approach which
illuminates all the music here,
and to which everyone
responds enthusiastically. Old
man Joe joins in for one song
- the Dirac-composed
‘Acceptance’ - and the sense
of enthusiasm with which
everyone responds is
infectious. | harbour a
suspicion that young Mat has
a genuinely important career
ahead of him.

P RIPETER NIKLA

YARBLES

HATOLOGY 510

Another hat CD, and not one
which is quite as outstanding
as the Grossman and Maneri
discs, although it's more than
worthy of mention. These
three young German
improvisers - drummer and
percussionist Beins, soprano
and tenor saxophonist
Pfleiderer and double-bassist

Wilson - are new names to
me. Despite their youth, their
CVs are already impressive,
taking in Derek Bailey,
Anthony Braxton, Marion
Brown, Fred Frith, AMM’s
Keith Rowe, Barry Guy and
Maggie Nichols.

In such company they have
learned their lessons well, on
the evidence of Yarbles. Each
can play the ass out of his
instrument, reaching beyond
traditional playing techniques
into a wider palette of
instrumental colours. Their
music is nothing startlingly
new - it’s the kind of
introspective group improv
that the Spontaneous Music
Ensemble’s Karyobin - among
others - kicked off over 30
years ago. But for all that,
there’s a great deal of pleasure
to be had here, from
Pfleiderer’s highly-controlled,
high-register squealing to
Beins’ almost insectoid
scuttling. Expect to hear more
of these musicians. It's
reassuring that throughout
Europe young musicians are
still holding the torch for this
kind of uncompromised,

: challenging work.

EVEN YOUR EARS
HATOLOGY 515

This is another little gem from

hatOLOGY, although one not
without sadness in its genesis.
Pianist Richard Grossman
sadly died in 1992. This CD,
recorded in 1990 and shortly
before his death two years
later, reveals what a tragedy
his untimely death was, and
how unfortunate it is that he
was rarely much more than a
footnote in contemporary Jazz
history.

Like Joe Maneri, Grossman
paid his dues in the '50s,
playing Bebop in
Philadelphia, and was
eventually drawn towards Free
Jazz in Ornette Coleman'’s
wake. But where Free for
many pianists - Cecil Taylor,
Paul Bley, Mal Waldron -
often meant varying degrees of
energy, cascading walls of
notes, general musical
acrobatics, Grossman’s music
was always far more
impressionistic.

The sessions on Even Your
Ears were performed as solos,
duets and trios with two long-
term West-Coast
collaborators, double-bassist
Ken Filiano and percussionist
Alex Cline. The music is
entirely improvised, yet it has
an unmistakable sense of
deep structure; its mood is
more reminiscent of Japanese
gagaku than of much improv -
stately, austere, ritualistic,
magical.

Taking their lead from
Grossman's elliptical pianism,
Cline (a greatly-overlooked
musician himself) and Filiano
use their instruments often
unconventionally; Cline’s
bowed and scraped
percussion sounds intriguingly
electronic. Let’s hope that
more of Grossman'’s
recordings surface over the
next few yearse
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AVON

MUSICAL INTENTIONS, Telephone Adrian on
(01934) 620012 Mon - Thurs. Have you heard of
Nottingham Analogue Turntables? Now you can
listen to any one in the comfort of your own home.
Dems by appointment only. Also agents for: Croft,
Audio Analogue, Sonneteer, Unison Research, Tube
Technology, Posselt & Opera speakers and Slate
Audio stands. ‘PLEASE NOTE OUR
INTENTION IS FOR YOU TO ENJOY
MusIC’

BEDFORDSHIRE

RICHARD’S AUDIO VISUAL 4 Greyfriars
Bedford. Tel: 01234 365165. Stockists of: Arcam,
Audioquest, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Cable Talk,
Celestion, Cyrus Denon, Heybrook, Marantz,
Mission, Moth, Nakamichi, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-
Ject, Quad, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser,
Sound Style, Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, van
den Hul & more! Expert friendly service : Listening
room. Pioneer Reference Point. Visa / Access.

BERKSHIRE

AUDIO T 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall,
Reading. (0118) 958-5463. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon,
Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Naim,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Trichord
Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. 3
year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery & installation. 30
day free upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX.
Selected Interest Free Credit. Listening room.
BADA Bonded.

) & A HI-FI CENTRE, 85 Boutport St.,
Barnstaple. Tel: (01271) 24384. Open Mon-Sat 9.00
to 5.30. Arcam, Atacama, B&W, Cable Talk, Castle,
JVC, Sony, NAD. Marantz, Tannoy, Yamaha,
Sonneteer, Target. Private listening room for Hi-Fi
and Surround Sound. Also large selection of Video
Camcorder and editing equipment. Expert advice in
a quiet relaxed atmosphere.

SEVENOAKS HI-FI 3 & 4 Kingswalk Shopping
Centre,19-23 King Street, Reading, Berks. RGI
2HG. Tel. 0118 9597768. A specialist Hi-Fi store
with two demonstratioin rooms. The audio visual
room is complete with Meridian Digital Surround
Sound. Major brands stocked are: Arcam, Audiolab,
Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, Meridian, Rotel, Yamaha,
Acoustic Energy, Castle, B&W, Kef Reference,
Monitor Audio & Ruark.

ENGLISH ANALOGUE 3 Naseby Rise,
Newbury, Berks, RG14 25F. Classical LP Specialist,
including collectable Dacca, HMV, Columbia and
RCA records. All records cleaned and supplied
with new innersleeves free of charge. Condition
guaranteed. In addition good condition Classical LPs
and CDs wanted. For a free catalogue call 01635
40242, fax 01635 524239 or E-Mail
www.multiplex.co.uk.records.

BIRMINGHAM

MUSIC MATTERS 10 Boldmere Road Sutton
Coldfield W. Midlands. Tel. 0121 354 2311. Arcam
Audioquest, Apollo, Alchemist, B+W, Cable Talk,
Chord, Copland, Castle, Denon, Dali, JBL, Kef,
Maranez, Mission, Martin Logan, Meridian, Musical
Fidelity, Panasonic. Pioneer, REL, Ruark, Sennheiser,
Sounds Faber, Teac. Yamaha, IXOS. Single speaker
demo appts. preferred. Service available,
installations, home trials Access/Visa/Amex. Open
Tues-Sat 10.00 - 5.30 late night Thursday until 7.00

BRISTOL & BATH

THE RIGHT NOTE Tel: Tel.No. (01225) 874728.
Just think: most audiophiiles listen for most of the
time to systems that are 'not quite right’. Are you
happy with yours! Forget the reviews and trying to
put together a system like a patchwork quilt with
the 'best’ bits around. Its our job to do the
assessing, you judge our results. We'l help you to
plan a system for the future, even if you spread the
purchases. Leave the ‘up-grade-itis’ behind, save
money and enjoy music all the time. Just listen, and
you'll know. CD: Acuras, Audio Synthesis, Classe,
DCS, Enlihtened Audio Design, Meracus, Orelle,
Wadia, XTC. Vinyl: Basis, Crown, Jewel, Graham,
Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps: Acurus,
Audio Sculpture & more. Speakers: Audio Artistry,
Audio Physics & more. Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum
Dynalab & many more. Cables: Chord, DNM, Silver
Sounds & more. {Credit Cards Accepted).

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

HAZLEMERE AUDIO CONSULTANTS To
hear how realistic music can sound please call for an
appointment (day or evening). Objective advice,
comfortable listening, home demonstrations, free
installation, part exchange, repairs and superb
service. Acoustic Precision, Air tangent, ATC,
Audiomeca, Basis, Classe, EAD, Fanfare, Henley,
Magnaplanar, Mirage, Monrio, Muse, Nottingham
Analogue, Opera, Ortofon, SD, Sirius, Straightwire,
Tice, Triangle, Trilogy, VPI. Based in High
Wycombe. Please call: 01494 437892.

TECHNO SOUND/ AUDIO INSIGHT 7
Granville Square, Willen, Milton Keynes, MKI5 9JL.
Tel, (01908) 604949. Audiophile Hi-Fi and Home
Cinma Specialists. All major brands stocked from
Arcam to Yamaha. Meridian Digital Home Theatre
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dealer. Custom home cinema and multi room
installation. 4 dem rooms and expert advice.
Audiophile CDs, LPs and LaserDiscs to buy. Open
late on Fridays.

NORTHWOOD AUDIO 98 Cambridge St,
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 |BA. Tel. 01296 428790.
Selected sounds from Acoustic Energy, Alchemist,
Arion, Audio Meca, Audio Note, Boston, B & W,
Cabletalk, Castle, Celestion, Chord Co, DNM
Virtual Reality, Denon, DPA, Epos, Exposure,
Gyrodek, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Kef, Klipsch,
Marantz, Micromega, Monitor Audio, Moth. Musical
Technology, Myryad, NAD, Nakamichi, Neat,
Pioneer, Proac, Rega, Rel, Rose, Rotel, Ruark, Stax,
Tannoy, Teac, Talk Electronics, Thorens, TDL,
Triangle, Tube Technology and a range of quality
pre-used equipment. Export orders welcome. 2
Dem rooms. Credit facilities available.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

THE AUDIO FILE 4] Victoria Road, Cambridge.
Tel. 01223 68305. ‘For the best in British Hi-Fi and
Home cinema entertainment’. Visit or call to arrange
a dem with products from: Audiolab Arcam, Mission,
Linn, Naim, Rega, Cyrus, Absolute Sounds, Kef,
Sony, Yamaha, Rel, Quad, Ruark, Denon.

THE HI-FI COMPANY PETERBOROUGH The
region’s largest range of enthusiast hi-fi. Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Kenwood,
Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, M&K, Meridian,
Mission, NAD, NAIM, Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rotel,
Yamaha and many more. Excellent hi-fi and AV
demonstration facilities. Part exchange welcome.
Huge selection of top quality, carefully used
equipment, telephone for mailing list. 35-42
COWGATE, Peterborough. Phone: (01733) 341755
Fax: (01733) 358141.

UNIVERSITY AUDIO -2 Peas Hill, Cambridge.
01223 354237. Mission-Cyrus, Arcam, Rotel, Denon,
Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. £ dems, |
single speaker. Home trial, free install, Service Dept.
VISA, ACCESS, AMEX, Credit Terms. Open 9-5.30

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH
Tek: 01244 344227. All that’s best in hi-Fi from Epos.
KEF, Teac, Royd, Linn Rega, Naim, Arcam, Audiolab.
Ruark, Rotel and many more. Multi room systems
from Linn Knekt. Superb demonstration facilities,
home demonstrations and installation a pleasure.
We offer the best products, the best service and the
best sounds. Open Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by
appointment.

THE AUDIO COUNSEL 14 Stockport Road,
Cheadle, Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887 and 12
Shaw Road, Oldham, Manchester OLI 31Q Tel
(0161) 633 2602. Linn, Arcam, Naim, Audio
Research, Martin Logan, Yamaha, Creek, Nakamichi,
denon, JPW, Marantz, Royd, Lexicon. 3 dem rooms,
free install, VISA/ACCESS Full multi-room and A.V.
installation £0:00 - 5:30pm Mon-Sat, till 8:00
Thursday.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road,
Wrexham, North Wales, Tel. 01978 364500. Audio
Visual Specialists. Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose,
B&W, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harmon Kardon,
Jamo, Marantz, Michell, Mission, Onkyo, Pro-Ject,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Micromega, Myrad, QUAD,
Radford, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Teac, Thorens,
UKD, Unison Research, Yamaha, DSP Club Member,
Demo Room, installation service. Easy Parking and
Motorway access. Alt major credit cards accepted.
9.30 - 5.30 daily. Closed Weds pm,

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO 29 Gaskell Street,
Stockton Heath, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 2UN.
Tel (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 10.00-6.00, 2 dem-
rooms. credit facilities. All credit cards. Established
1978. Total absence of bulls**t. Linn Specialist.

DOVUG BRADY HI-Fl Kingsway Studios, Kingsway
North, Warrington, WA 3NU Tel 01925 828009
Fax 01925 825773. Visa, Mastercard, Lombard
Tricity. 2 dem rooms, home trial; Agencies include:
Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Chord Electronics, DPA,
Exposure, Harbeth, Heybrook, Krell, LFD, Michell,
Mission, Naim, Orelle, Origin Live, Pink Triangle,
ProAc, Roksan, SME, Spendor, Wilson Benesch and
many more.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 88 Bridge Street, Warrington,
WAL 2RF, Tel- 01925 632179. See our main entry
under Preston, Lancs.

REPLAY AUDIO CONSULTANTS Tel/Fax
Chester {01244) 401290. Cheshire’s alternative hi-fi
specialists. Honest advice and personal service. We
can demonstrate Alchemist, AV, Henly, Heybrook,
LFD, Michell, Moth, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Neat,
Origin Live, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Royd,
Sonneteer, Totem, Trichord. Demonstrations by
appointment in Chester or in your own home.
Delivery & installation available. Mastercard, Visa,
Switch, Delta

SWIFT HI-FI St. Annes Parade, Wilmslow. 01625
§26213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz,
Nad, Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek, Tannoy, Revolver,
J.P.W., M. Short, Mission, Celestion, Technics,
Audiolab, Castle, Open 9.30-6. Dem room. No
pressure. BADA member.

CORNWALL

SOUNDS PERFECTION ‘Cornwalls most
exclusive Audio retailer’. Agencies include:
Audiomecca, Analysis, Audio Spectrum, Audionote,
Cadence, Harmon Kardon, Impulse, Konnekt
Cables, Michell, Ortofon, Parasound, Project,
Phylosophy Cables. Rel and SME. Home

pp TellFax. 01326
22I372 Mobde 0468 754353

CUMBRIA

MISONS SOUND & VISION Viaduct House,
Victoria Viaduct, Carlisle, CA3 8AN. Tel (01228)
22620. Exposure, Heybrook, Aura, Bang & Olufson,
B & W, Castle, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Sony, Sugden,
Yamaha, Demo Suite. No appts nec. Home trial
facilities. Free installation. Service Department Mon -
Sat. 9 - 5.30

PETER TYSON 6 Abbey Street, Carlisle,
Cumbria, CA3 8TX. "Cumbria’s premiere hi-fi
centre’. Part exchange welcome. (01228) 46756.
Audiolab, Linn, Mission, Pioneer, Marantz, Denon,
Philips,, Technics and more. Dem Rooms. Dems
without obligation. Home trial. Free installation. In-
house service dept. Access, Visa, HP. 9-5.30pm

PRACTICAL HI-FI 106 English Street, Carlisle,
CA3 8ND Tel- 01228 44792 See our main entry
under Lancaster.

DEVON

CHELSTON HI-FI 38 Walnut Road, Cheslton,
Torquay, Devon. TQ2 6HS. Tel: (01803) 606863
Where you can compare a range including Acoustic
Energy, Bose, Castle, Celestion, Creek, Denon,
Heybrook, JPW, Kenwood, Marantz, Musical
Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony ect. Two dem rooms
(including AV room 25 x 18ft). Free installation. Free
delivery up to |5 miles. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners,
Credit facilities. 9.30-7,30. Mon-Fri. 9.30-6.00 Sat.

THE HI-FI ATTIC 58 New George St., Plymouth,
Devon. PLI IRR. 01752 669511. We stock most
leading brands including Linn, Arcam, Denon,
Pioneer, Musical Fidelity amongst others, and have
an expert enthusiastic staff. Premises include
attractive hi-fi and home cinema demonstration
rooms. We offer free installation and credit facilities
{written details on request) also a fully equipped
service department. We can also provide a mail
order service for all your LaserDisc requirements.
We accept Visa, Access, Amex.

) & A HI-FI CENTRE, 85 Boutport St., Barnstaple,
Tel. (01271) 24384. Open Mon-Sat 9.00 to 5.30.
Arcam, Atacama, B & W, Cable Talk, Castle, JVC,
Sony, NAD, Marantz, Tannoy, Yamaha, Sonneteer,
Target. Private listening room for Hi-Fi and
Surround Sound. Also large selection of Video
Camcorder and editing equipment. Expert advice in

- a quiet refaxed atmosphere.

DUDLEY

MUSIC MATTERS 9 Market Street, Stourbridge,
W. Midlands. Tel. 01384 444184,

See our main advert under Birmingham, or West
Midlands.

DORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley Road, Poole,
Parkstone, Dorset BH 14 0AQ. Tel: (01202) 730865.
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Pioneer,
Ruark, Shearne Audio. 2 Dem rooms. Listen to the
available choice and decide at your leisure - no
pressure, no obligation. Our staff enjoy music, with
our choice of products, you can too! Service
Department. Free installation,. Home trial facilities.
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Card. Credit facilities
available. Open Mon-Fri 10-6. Sat 9-6

MOVEMENT AUDIO 336 Wimborne Road,
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 2HH. Tel:
(01202) 529988/520066 Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Pioneer, Sony, Yamaha.
Full dem facitlites available. also home dem. Friendly
expert advice. Service Department. Free installation.
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. Open Mon-
Fri 9-5.30

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE Home
Cinema Specialists. Main agents for Bang & Olufsen,
Harman Kardon, JBL, REL, Mordaunt Short, Sony,
Technics and TDL. Demonstration facilities include
our unique Dolby pro-logic system comparator for
the ultimate way to choose the perfect system. Also
on demonstration large screen televisions from
Thomson, sony and Ferguson with video projectors
from Sharp and Seleco. Dawsons, 23 Seamoor Road,
Westhourne, Bournemouth 01202 764965

SUTTONS HI-FI 18 Westover Road,
Bournemouth, Hants. Tel: 01202 555512, You will
find the very latest in superb Hi-Fi facilities with
stocks to include: Linn, Denon, Yamaha, Rotel,
NAD, Marantz, Arcam, Celestion, Dual, Audiolab,
Technics, QED, Sony, Sennheiser, Target, Sound
Organisation, Teac, Cabletalk, Kef, DTS, Pioneer and
many more. If you're serious about Hi-Fi you've
probably heard of all these brands and probably
heard of Suttons too! We've been around for 42
years. Please call for expert knowledge and friendly
advice.

WEYMOUTH HI-FI 33-35 Maiden Street.
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA. Tel (01305) 785729.
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz,
Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Quad, Sony,
Technica, Yamaha. Dem room. Friendly professional
advice. Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area.
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch, Delta
Mastercard. Interest free credit. Instant credit.
Open Mon-Fri 9.30-5.30 Sat - 9.30-5.30

ESSEX

AUDIO T 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill,
liford. (0181) 518-0915. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,B&W, Cyrus, Denon, Jamo,
KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission, Micromega, Monitor
Audio, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Trichord
Research, Yamaha & more. Tues/Thurs/Fri 10-7.
Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day
free upgrades. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit. 2
Listening rooms. BADA Bonded.

GRAYSTON SOUND & VISION 33 Sir lsaac’s
Walk, Colchester. (01206) 577682. Akai, Arcam,
BAW, Boston Acoustics, Denon, Grundig, Infinity,
KEF, Linn, Loewe Opta, Meridian, Nokia, Philips,
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, Spendor,
Thorens. Superb demo rooms, free regional delivery
and installation. Regular musical and surround
evenings, home demonstrations. Excellent credit

facilities.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE

AUDIO T 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham.
(01242) 583960. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi, Naim, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel. Technics,
Trichord Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri
9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day
free upgrades. Home demonstrations. Part
exchange. Selected Interest Free Credit. Listening
room. BADA Bonded

THE RIGHT NOTE - BATH
for specialist advice and home demonstrations. See
Bristol & Bath.

MUSICAL INTENTIONS ‘PLEASE NOTE OUR
INTENTION IS FOR YOU TO ENJOY MUSIC'.
Please see main lineage entry under "Avon’

HAMPSHIRE

AUDIO T 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke. (01256)
24311. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Naim, NAD, Nakamichi, Quad,
Royd, Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha &
many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee.
Free delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrades.
Home demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest Free
Credit. Listening room. Home Cinema. BADA
Bonded.

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD. 2-12 Hursley Road,
Chandlers Ford, Hants, SO53 2FU. Tel Southampton
(01703) 252827/265232. 3 Hi-Fi and 2 Home
Cinema/Dolby Surround Sound Demonstration
Rooms, one with Projection TV and an 8' wide
screen. Brands stocked |ndude ARCAM (incl. Xeta),
Aud Audi jon, Cyrus, Denon,
Gradient, Infinity, . KEF, Maranzz Meridian, Mission,
Polk, Quad, Rotel, Seleco, Sennheiser, Soundstyle,
Tannoy, Target Audio, Thorens, & Yamaha.
Established 1969, we offer a 2-year Guarantee
covered by our own well-equipped Service Dept.
We have a large FREE car parking facility and we are
located within 3 miles from Junction 14 (M3/M27
Interchange) and Junctions 13 (M3) and § (M27).
Closed Mondays, except in December. Late Night:
Thurs to 8pm. BADA Founder Member. All deposits
fully covered by BADA Bonding.

NOW THATS HI-FI 32 Arundel Street,
Portsmouth Tel: {(01705) 811230. Pioneer, Yamaha,
Marantz, Kenwwod, Mission, TDL, REL, Attacama
and much more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists.
Accessory center at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth.
Tel: (01705) 811618

SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS Ltd 326
Portswood Road, Southampton, Hampshire. Tel:
01703 559312. Hand made Loudspeaker Systems!
Tailored to your individual tastes. Many real wood
veneers. Any colour finish available. UK. suppliers of
Driver Units for: SEAS, VOLT, MOREL, VISATION
RCL, SCAN-SPEAK & MORE. Home builder kits
always on demo. High quality
accessories/components, comfortable listening area,
ample free parking, friendly advice.

HEREFORDSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road,
Hereford, HR4 0DG. (01432) 355081. Arcam,
A.T.C., Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Cyrus Centre,
Denon, Exposure, Harmon Kardon, KEF, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Naim, Pro-Ac, Pink Triangle,
Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rotel, Ruark, John Shearne,
Stax, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. Single speaker dem
room, home trial facilities, free installation, service
dept, Access/Visa, Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat,
9.30-5.30pm .BADA members.

ACOQUSTIC ARTS LTD 101 ST. Albans Road,
Watdford, Herts. Tel: (01923) 245250. Fax: (01923
230798. Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, Bose,
Boston, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copeland,
Denon, DPA, KEF, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell,
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Micromega, Orelle, PMC, Roksan, Ruark, SME,
Sonus, Faber, Sonic Link, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio.
Credit available. 100 yards from Watford Junction
station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30 (Thursday open until
8pm)

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street, Bishops
Stortford, Herts. Tel. (01279) 506576. Please see
main ad under Cambridgeshire.

AUDIO FILE OBJECTIVE 37 Tower
Centre, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, ENI10
BUD. Tel: 01992 478666 Fax 01992 44043 1.
Selected British and specialist brands. New,
Ex-dem, and S/H. Mail order Hi-Fi Purchased.
Free Parking.

DARBY's OF ST. ALBANS. 6 Market Place, St

Albans, Herts. Tel: (01727) 851596. Hertfordshire's  4.00

premier Hi-Fi/Audio Visual specialists established
1946, Full Home Cinema demonstration suite.
Whether your needs are large or small, we stock it
all; Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, Denon, Sony, Bang &
Olufsen, Pioneer, REL, KEF, Mission, Ruark,
Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free planning
service. Free Delivery and basic instalfation. Full
workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.

HAILEY AUDIO LTD 328 Ware Road, Hailey,
Herdord, SG13 7PG. Tel: (01992) 442425. Fax:
(01992) 448387, "Holding stocks of the complete
range of Rel subwoofers including the Studio 1. We
also stock all magnum products, amplifiers, speakers
and CD players (incl. The CD2020). Many other

brands available. 10-day home trial welcome in the at

UK. Demonstration rooms for A.V. and Audio. Mail
Order, Visa, Switch etc.”

STUDIO 82 82 High Street, Harpenden, Herts ALS
25P. 01582 764246. Fax 01582 467022, ATC, AVl
Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Bose, Denon,
Marantz, Mission, Musical Technology, NAD, Naim
Audio, Quad, Roberts Radio etc. Quiet single
speaker dem room. Appts nec. Home trial, Service
dept. Visa, Amex, Access and finance terms. 9-5.30
Mon-Sat.
HUMBERSIDE

ZEN AUDIO 35 George Street, Hull Tel. 01482
587397. "Comfortable listening rooms; Home dems;
Personal, friendly service; Free installations. Agencies
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio
Innovations, Audio Note, Audion, Alchemist, B&W,
Cable Talk, Chord CO, DPA, Densen, Denon, DNM,
EAR, Exposure, Fi-Rax, Harbeth, Heybrook, Impulse,
KAR, KEF, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio,
Musical Technology, Myryad, NAD, NAIM, Pioneer,
REL, Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Shearne Audio,
Stands Unique, n, Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC,
TDL, Tube Technology, Vivanco and many others.

KENT

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-Fl 40 High
Street, Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or
female, any age, to share common interest in musical
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room of Home
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting
pleasure, Open Mon-Sat. Appointment Service or
just pop in. Tel (01233) 624441

AUDIBLE ELEGANCE, Bishopstone Lane,
Herne Bay, Kent, CT6 6RP Tel/Fax 01227
742928. Agencies include: Analogue Tracer
Cartridges, Art Audio, Gamma Acoustics,
Golden Dragon Valves, |M Labs Speakers,
Loricraft Audio, Nottingham Analogue,
Paragon Linear Tracking Arms, Sovereign
Vatves, Trichord Research, Tube Technology

Selected items of used equipment.
D ration by app only. Home
trial facifities.

DOVER HI-Fl 43 High Street, Dover. Tel: 01304
207562. Suppliers of quality hi-fi equipment including;
Arcam, Akai, B&W, Denon, Jamo, Mordaunt Short,
NAD, Panasonic, ProAc, Quad Rotel, Ruarc, TDL,
Technics, Tannoy. Part exchange. Listening room.
Service and repairs. Credit facilities. Access/Visa.
Open 6 days 9-5.30.

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 138
Pelham Road Gravesend, Kent DA | OfH. Tel: 01474
569601. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai, JVC,
Jamo.

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE {09 The
Broadway Bexley Heath Kent DA6 7)H. TEL: 018I
298 7880. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai, JVC,
Jamo.

THE LINN STUDIO Sondek LP12* knekt* Karik*
Kairn* Klout* Kremlin* Keltik* Kaber*Keiledh*
Numerik* Tukan* Wakonda* Majik* Mimik* LK100*
Ekos* Kudos* Arkiv* Brilliant* Lingo* Valhalla*
Sekrit* Aktiv*..Dream systems for everyone from
£2,000 to £30,000+. A new dealership from a
specialist family business, established in 1948,
Outstanding service and facilities. Multi-room
specialist. 123 Snargate Street, Dover, Kent. CT17
9AP. Tel: 01304 201525, Fax: 01304 240135,

KIMBERLEY HI-Fl 193 Broadway, Bexieyheath,
Kent. Tel. 0181 304 3272, Sep dem rooms, Denon,
Technics, Kenwood, Aiw, NAD, Dual, Wharfedale,
Mission, Marantz, Tannoy, Castle, Monitor Audio,
Heco, Jamo, Cerwin Vega and many more.

LV Tnno

PROGRESSIVE AUDIO 2, Maryland Ct, Rainham,
Kent, ME8 8QY. Tel. 01634 389004. Agencies
include: Audio Innovations, Audion, Audionote,
Audio Mecca, Audio Systems, Audio Static, Audio
Technica, Chord Amps, Cogan Hall, Conrad Johnson,
Convergent, Denson, Goldring, Impulse, Koetsu,
Levinson, LFD, Lyra, Moth, Nordost, Origin Live,
Pink Triangle, Proac, SD Acoustics, Silversounds,
SME, Sugden, Sumiko, Systemdek, Sneli, Target, TDL,
Transfiguration, Townshend, Tube Technology,
Unison Research, UKD., Yoyd, VPI, etc. Dems by
appointment.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 24-26 Union
Street, Maidstone, Kent. Tel. (01622) 676703.
Fax (01622) 676723. The best place in town
for Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. * Three superb
dem rooms * interest Free Credit * All
leading brands * Also Open Sundays 10 -

pm.

V.), Hi-Fi 29 Guildhall St. Folkstone Kent Tel:
01303-256860. Stockists of: Mission, Tannoy, ).B.L.,
Pioneer, Philips, Aiwa, Marantz, Musical Fidelity,

d, Yamaha, Denon and much more besides. Fult
audio and home cinema demonstration facilities. Fully
bonded BADA members.interest free credit available
(subject to status). Open Mon-Sat 9:00-6:00

LANCASHIRE

CLEARTONE 235 Blackburn Road (172 mile from
city center on the A 666 Blackburn Road) Bolton,
Lancs BLI 8HB Tel: (01204) 531423. Bolton’s biggest
Hi-Fi superstore. Every top brand & alf the best buys

guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castle, Celestion, Denon,

lounges, installation Service, Finance Available. Open
10-5.30 Monday to Saturday & 11-4 Sundays.

ENCORE! Nr. Melton Mowbray. Tel. 01664

823282. Sugden, Densen, Unison, Tube Technology,

Ruark, UKD Opera, Keswick Audio Research and Fi-

Rax. As you can see from our agencies, we are open-

minded and able to present diverse options for your

appmsal Unblased and unhurried demnsmuons by
and week
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LEICESTER HI-Fl 6 Silver Walk, St Martins
Square, Leicester LEI SEW. Tel: (0116) 2539753,
Fax: (0116) 2626097. Arcam, B&W Matrix,
Copland, Mission Cyrus, Marantz, Alchemist, Kef,
M&K, Michell, Pink Projects, Quad, Roksan, Rogers,
Rotel, Sonus Faber,Talk Electronics,Teac,Technics,
Yamaha,etc.4 Demonstration Areas. We can
demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit Facilities. All
cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30.

STEREO SHACK I-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester.
Tel: (0116) 2530330. Fax: (0116) 2626097. Yamaha,
Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Aiwa, Cerwin Vega,
Pioneer, TDL. Thorens, JBL, Rotel, Celestion, Jamo &
many more. We are AV, specialists, 2 dem rooms.
We can demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit
facilities and all cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

LINCOLNSHIRE

COTTAGE AUDIO 17 Street, Saxilby, Nr
Lincoln. LN 2PZ. Tel: (01522) 702834. Evenings:
(01522) 696708. ATC, AVI, Chord amplifiers,
Harbeth, LFD, Michell, Origin Live Kinshaw, QED,
Royd, Sansui. Sequence, Something solid, Sonic Link,
etc. Demonstration rooms. Home trial facilities. Free

Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, K d, Marantz,
Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, Technics,
Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and
2 AJV Demo rooms, no appointments necessary.
Service department, free installation, home trial
facilities, free parking, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners.
Interest free credit. Open Mon-Wed 10.00-6.00.
Thurs-Fri 10.00-7.00. Sat 9.00-6.00. Sun 11.00-5.00

MARTON MUSIC § Masterson Ave. Read,
Burnley, BBI2 7PL. Tel / Fax 01282 773 198 and
Email  106505.251 @compuserve.com. Hear
demonstrations of stereo and AV systems in a large
comfortable lounge, using the latest Bryston Pre-
Power Amps (20 year guar.) Mirage Bipolar Speakers,
with Yamaha DSP Surround Sound and equipment

from A.V., Ruark, Myriad, Sequence, PMC and more, p,mmm

plus a range of custom built open baffle, Tr

and above all a personal, friendly service.

STAMFORD HI-F), 9 Red Lion Square, Stamford,
Lincs, PE9 2A|. Tel: (01780) 62128. Aiwa, Denon,
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer,
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker
manufacturers. Expert advice and comparator
demonstrations, on two floors. Part exchanged hi-fi
purchased for cash. No appointments necessary.
Home trial facilities, free installation and service dept.
Mastercard, Visa and Credit Charge Finance available.
Mon - Sat 9-5.30 pm. Closed Thursday's.

LONDON

ALPHABEC LTD 392 Finchley Road, London,
NW?2 2HR. Stockists of Bose, Boston, Clifford,
Denon, Jamo, JVC, Grundig, KEF, NAD, Onkyo,
Sony. me:o and Yamaha. Specialists in

Line, and other speakers. Home demos encouraged
for complete satisfaction. Main agents for : Liberty
Audiosuite LoudSpkrs. Electronic Testing System,
LSPCAD Speaker Design Package and other PC
based room analysis systems. Ring any time for an
appe, Free advice or a chat...we never close.

ORPHEUS AUDIO Tel: 01257 473175 See our
main entry under Greater Manchester,

PRACTICAL HI-Fi 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel-
01772 883958. The audio visual specialist, expert
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices, instant
free credit, part exchange welcome. Extended
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon,
Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission,
Kef, Jamo, Celestion, B&W, Also stockists of
LaserDiscs.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 84 Penny Street, Lancaster,
LA} IXN Tel- 01524 39657 - See our main entry
under Lancaster,

PRACTICAL HI-F] 33/35 Knowsley Street,
Bolton, Lancs Tel:- 01204 395789 - See our main
entry under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 8! Whitegate Drive,
Blackpool, FY3 9DA Tel:- 01253 300%99. See our
main entry under Lancaster,

LEICESTERSHIRE

ZOUCH AUDIO Suppliers of quality Hi-Fi, Apolio,
Audio Analogue, AVI, Bow Technologles.
CAT. Celestion, Chord Electronics, Creek, D.CS.,
Dynalab, Graham, John Shearn, LA.T., Lumley, M.T,
Magnum, Munrio, Musical Fidelity, Musical
Technology, Neat, Opera, Orchid, Orelle, Smus.
Stands Unique, Sumiko, Teac, Tice, Townsh

Full service facilities. Credit
terms avallable. Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. Thurs
10am-1pm, Tel: 0171 431 9133

AUDIO CONCEPT 27 Bond Street, Ealing, WS
SAS. Tel: (0181) 567 8703. Acoustic Energy,
Audiolab, Aura, B&O, B&W, Boston Acoustics,
Canon, Castie, Denon, Dual, Evolution, Infinity, JPW,
KEF, Marantz, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, Quad, Revox,
Rogers, Rotel, Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens,
Van den Hul.Two dem rooms. Interest free credit,
free local delivery & installation, service department.
*Hi-Fi Specialists without the attitude’

A.A.P DISTRIBUTION, Unit F, 171
Riverside Business Centre, Haldane Place,
London, SWI8 4UQ. Tel. 0181-875-9696
Distribution for Osborn high-end
loudspeakers (e.g. floorstanding Eclipse) and
Music labs audiophile amplifiers and digital
converters (e.g. 250 watt balanced input
stereo power amplifier). Write or phone for
details of these expensive but excellent value
products,

AUDIO T 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead.
(0171) 794-7848. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Denon, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Proac, Quad,
Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha & many
more. Tues-Sat 10-6 Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year Hi-
Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit. 2
listening rooms. BADA Bonded.

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE
158 Uxbridge Road, West Ealing, London, W13 8SB
Tel. 0181 §79 6315 Akai, Aiwa, A&R, Celestion,
Dual Goodmans. Harman Kardon. JBL, JVC,

Transfiguration, Unison Research, Wilson Benesch,
X.T.C. Open 10.00-5.30. Closed Monday. Zouch
Audio, The Old Coach House, off South Street,
Ashby De La Zouch, LE6S 1AN. For further
information call Michael on 01530 414128 or 0976
S71875

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS "Vintage Hi-f Specialist”.
Stockists of: Garrard 301/401, Thorens, Quad, Leak,
Rega, Shirley Labs, Spendor, Wharfedale, Rogers,
Arcam, SME, Decca, Pioneer, UKD, Sugden, Musical
Fidelity, + much more.” Tel/ Fax Paul Greenfield on
UK + 0116 283 5821 or 0802 213 740 (mobile) any -
time Classi Sounds, Classi House, 61
Aylestone Dme Leicester, LE2 8QE.

CYMBIOSIS 6 Hotel Street, Leicester, LE} SAW.
Tel: (0116) 2623754 Fax: (0116) 262 3758, Arcam,
udi de. Chario, Denon, Epos, KEF, Linn Hi-
Fi, Linn AVSI Loewe Televisions, Micromega
Micromega, Classicline, Mordaunt Short, Musical
Technology, Myryad, Naim, Primare, Projekt
Furniture, QED, Systemline, Rega & Rotel. Multi
room design & Installation Service. 4 listening

Marantz, Pa ny,
range, Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha and
many more. Auth. Service Dept. Credit Facilities,
Open 10.30 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEM 248 Lee High
Road, Lewisham, London SEI3 SPL.Tel: 0181 318
§755/0181 852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marangz, Linn,
Mission, Cyrus, Naim, nakamichi, Quad, Rega, etc. 2
domestic style listening lounges. Appts required,
service dept, home trial facilites, Int. free credit card,
instant credit. access, Visa. Opened Mon-Sat 10-6.30,
Closed Thursday,

CHOICE HI- FI Tel. 0181 392 1959. Specialist
dealers in high end quality second-hand equipment.
All main brands in stock including Krell, Audio
Research, Wadia, Mark Levinson, Sonus Faber, Linn,
Naim, SME & many more. Generous price given on
trade-in. Part exchange welcome. Also dealers for
Trichord, SME, Gamma, Trlogy, Lumley, Boulder &
many more,

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston-upon-Thames. Tel: (0181) 943 3530. for full
details see entry under SURREY

HIFI EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham Court Road,
London WI. 0171 580 353S. Arcam, Audiolab,
Mission, Cyrus, Quad, Celestion, Kef, Meridian,
Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha, TDL, Thorens, Marantz,
Nakamichi, Musicat Fidelity and many more. Open
10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 9-6 on Sat. Service dept, Credit
facilidies, delivery and free installation.

K | WEST ONE 26 New Cavendish St., London
WIM 7LH. 0171 486 8262/63. Fax 0171 487 3452
Two hi-fi & two home cinema dem studios. Appts
pref. Home trial. Installation by arrangement. Service
dept. Major credit cards. Interest free credit on
selected items. Major brands stocked: Arcam, Audio
Alchemy, Audion, Audiolab, Audic Research, B&W
Castle, Chord, Copeland, DPA, Epos,Graaf, Harbeth,
KEF, Klipsch, Kreli, Lexicon, Marantz, Martin Logan,
Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, Nitty Gritty, Pink, ProAc, Quad, Rel, Rotel,
Orelle, Sonus Faber, Stax, Tannoy, Theta, Unison
Research, Wilson Benesch. Open 6 days.

THE LISTENING ROOMS 161 Old Brompton
Road, London SWS OL). (0171) 244 7750/59. Fax
(0171) 370 0192. Linn, Quad, Meridian, Nakamichi,
Arcam, Audiolab, Acoustic Energy, SME, Audio
Research, Krell, Wadia, Theta, Apogee, Martin
Logan, Pioneer, Tannoy, Systemdek, Stax, Pink
Triangle, Michell, Monitor Audio, Yamaha, Marantz,
Kef, Bose, Celestion, Epos, Mission, Denon, Neat
Petite. Mon-Sat 10-6pm.

ORANGES AND LEMONS 6(-63 Webbs Road,
Battersea, swil. Tel: 0171 924 2040. Juicy fruit from
London's freshest Hi-Fi / Home Cinema retailer, now
in our second year. Telephone demonstrations, or
just pop in. All the usual, i.e. friendly and efficient
service, free home installation, credit cards, 0%
credit finance available (subject to status), plus..alt
the very best from Arcam, Cable Talk, Castle
Acoustics, The Chord Co., Denon, Epos, Kef,
Marantz, Micromega, NAD, Naim Audio, Neat,
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle,
Stands Unique, Yamaha and more.

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 35 Moscow Road,
Bayswater, London, W2 4AH. Tel:0171 229 2077.
Fax: 0171 727 9348. Nearest tube stations are
Queensway and Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters
available. Demonstration room available by
appointment. Stockists of B&O, NAIM, REGA,
Micromega, Cyrus, Denon and Epos. Payment Via,
Access, Visa, Cheques, Cash and interest free credit
facilidies (details on request.) Open 10.30am-6.00pm,
Tue-Sat.

TIME & TUNE For T.V, video, Hi-Fi, and in-Car
Hi-Fi. we are dealers of. Aiwa, Bose, Hitachi, Jamo,
Kenwood, Marantz, Mitsubishi, Nad, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Sony, Technics. For these and more come
and see us at Time & Tune, 218-220 Whitechapel Rd,
London, EI 1B). Or call 0171 377 2000

UNIQUE AUDIO Tel: 0181 4507384. Specialists in
our field of high end, high Fidelity Audio Products
incl: Audiosynthesis, LFD, VPI, Audiophysics,
Yamayury, Pink Triangle, QLN, Townsend, Credo,
XLO, Rockport, Michell, Impulse to name just a few!
We are also valve and vinyl experts and can offer ex-
dem and 2nd hand equipment too. 9.00am-7.00pm
Mon-Sat.
GREATER MANCHESTER

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OLI
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502 Linn,
Naim, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, Mission,
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion,
Nakamichi, Dynavector, Free installation. Record
Ciub. Major credit cards and credit facilities. Open
Tuesday-Saturday 10.00- 5.30, 8pm on Thurs.

ORPHEUS AUDHO..Passion for Total Fidelity...
Authorised Dealer for: Acoustic Precision, Art
Audio, Audio Alchemy, Audio Analogue, Audiomeca,
Audio Physic, Audio Synthesis, Boulder, Burmester,
Cabasse, Conrad Johnson, Croft, DPA, E.AR.,
Electrocompaniet, Forsell, Fullers, Gamma Acoustics,
Golden Tube, Graaf, Klipsch, Living Voice, Lowther
Voigt, Magnum, Meracus, OCM, Oracle, Orelle,
Ortofon, Papworth, Project, Pentachord, Pink
Triangle, Purist, QED, Sequence, Stax, Teac, Triangle,
Trichord Research, Totem, Unison Research,
Yamamura Churchill, YBA and others. Free
deliveryfinstallation. Call for list of part ex. :
Demonstrations by arrangement in Standish ()27 of

s the M6}, or in your own home without obligation.

Tek 01257 473175 (evening calls welcome).

PRACTICAL HI-Fl 65 Bridge Street, Manchester
M3 3BQ Tel:- 0161 839 8869 See our main entry
under Lancaster

SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-8 St. Annes Parade
Wilmslow. Tel (01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon,
Kenwood, Maranzz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy,
Revolver, |PW, Open 9,30-6,00pm. 2 dem. rooms.
No pressure!

SERIOUS KIT Audio Note - Sugden - Pro-ac -
Harbeth - Neat - Trichord - Systemdek - Lyra -
Proceed - Target - Stemfoort - SME - Michell - Heart
- Keswick and more by appointment only Tel: 0161
793 6742

MERSEYSIDE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd,, Chester CH2 3NH
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main ad under Cheshire.
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WIRRAL HIFI AUDIO CONSULTANTS
Telephone: 0151 343 0008

Professional Consultant Services

We believe in value for money. That's why we only
stock audio equipment that has been carefully
selected for its price, build, & most important
excellent sound quality. As a consultancy we
specialise in independent advice, with our help you
choose the right product or system and avoid a
costly mistake. We guarantee to put to together the
best system to suit your pocket. Agencies include:
DPA, Klyne Audio, Magnum Dynalab, Monarchy,
Orelle, Rose, Teac, XLO Cables, Audiomeca, Audio
Valve, Audio Analogue, Alon, Bolder, Base, B.C.D,
CAT., Cary Audio, Dynaudio, Electroacompaniet,
Golden Tube, Graaf, Groove Tubes, Grado,
Heybrook, JM Lab, Lyra, SD- Acoustics, Sennheiser,
Shun Mook, Sound Lab, Stax, Sumiko,
Transfiguration, Unison Research. Demonstration
facilities are by appointment. Easy motorway access
with parking. Please call for friendly and courteous
service.

MIDDLESEX

AUDIO T 1592 Chase Side, Enfield. (0181) 367-
3132. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Kenwood, KEF,
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Trichord Research,Yamaha
& many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year
Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX. Selected
Interest Free. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema
specialists. BADA Bonded.

MUSICAL IMAGES 45 High Street, Hounslow,
Middlesex. Tel.(0181) 569 5802. Fax. (0181) 569
6353

MUSICAL IMAGES 173 Station Road, Edgeware,
Middlesex. Tel. (0181) 952 5535 . Fax. (0181) 952
§535. Most brands available - see full page
advert.Interest free credit, ask for details. Demo
rooms. Repairs & Service. Sunday opening - Open all
week. A Home Cinema Specialist. Mail order. Part

exchange.
5 NORFOLK

BASICALLY SOUND The Old School, School
Road, Bracon Ash (Nr Norwich), Norfolk, NR 14
8HG.Telk(01508) 570 829. Stackists of the following
leading Hi-Fi:Arcam, Audiolab, Audio Alchemy,
Denon, Naim, Epos, Micromega, Heybrook,
Nakamichi, Rotel, Royd, TDL, Beyer, Grado,
Sennheiser, Dynavector, and more.Bada members, 2
comprehensive demo rooms.

ZEROTH AUDIO GT Yarmouth.Tel:(01493)
443693. Audio analyst and consultant, supplier of

quality new and second user audiophile equipment
for Norfolk and Suffolk. Authorised stockist of
Trichord Research, Orelle/XTC, Bandor, CableTalk
etc, please phone for full list. Computer aided
reports on your current system, advice updates etc.
Appointments only.

NORTHAMPTON

CLASSIC HI-Fl At Classic Hi-Fi we cover the best
in quality sounds. Be it a question of taste, a question
of balance or a question of price, we're the ones to
help. We stock: Marantz, Nad, Pioneer, Aura,
Yamaha, Heybrook, LFD, Sugden, Rotel, Kenwood,
B & W, Kef, Rogers, Monitor Audio, JPW, Shearne
Audio, Royd, Audio Aichemy, Teac and many more.
For more details call: 01536 310855

LISTEN INN 32 Gold Street, Northampton, NN
IRS. Tek: (01604) 37871 Fax: (01604) 601 430. Linn,
Rega, Audiolab, Naim, Denon, Arcam, KEF, Marantz,
Royd, Micromega, Mission, Rotel, Myryad, Epos, and
more. Open 10am-5.30pm (closed Thursday).

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

CASTLE SOUND & VISION 48-50 Maid Marian
Way, Nottingham, NGI 6GF. Tel. 01159 584 404.
Nottingham’s newest & largest hi-fi & home theatre
store, serving the whole of the region. Brands
stocked include: Alchemist, Audio Valve, Blueprint,
Boston Acoustics, Castle Acoustics, Chario, Chord
Electronics, DMP, Denon, Henley, Jeff Rowland,
Jolida, Kef, Keswick, Klyne, Lexicon, Loewe,
Marantz, Mark Levinson, Micromega, Monarchy,
NHT, Naim, Nordost, Pink Triangle, Pioneer,
Project Turntables, Precious Metals, QLN, Quad,
Rel, Revox, Sheffield Lab, Solid Steel, Sonic
Frontiers, Sony Projection Systems, Stands Unique,
Stereophile, Talk Electronic, Wilson Benesch and
XLO. New brands arriving all the time. Large
showroom and three dem rooms. Home dems and a
full installation service are available - including
multiroom. Open 10.00 am - 6.00 pm Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday & Saturday; 11.30 am - 8.00 pm
Wednesday Out of hours appointments can also be
arranged.

CHANTRY AUDIO 18-182 Eldon Street,
Tuxford, Nr Newark, Notts, NG22 OLH. Tel. 01777
870372. Pink Triangle, Absolute Sounds,
Micromega, DPA, Alchemist, CD developments,
SME. Meridian, Ruark, Rotel/Michi, Audion, Monitor
Audio + much more. Three demo rooms inc. Home
Cinema, home trial, free installation, service dept.
Access, visa, credit facilities, Mail order, Mon-Sat
9.30-6.00, Sun and evenings by appointment.

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time
purchaser and the seasoned audiophile with the
same high level of care and interest. Our aim is long

HI-FI WORLD

term customer satisfaction. We achieve this with
quality impartial advice, quality back up and service
and genuine interest in your needs. We have an
established reputation for achieving sound quality
benchmarks with innovation. We have an extensive
range of carefully selected agencies. We are open
Mon-Fri  9.30-6.30,  Sat 10.00-1.30.
Visa/Mastercard/Amex. Deliveries nationwide and
worldwide. Extensive second hand stock.
components from £10.00 to £75000. Call for more
information. Tel/Fax (0115) 9813562

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE 120-122
Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel:- 01602 786919.
Over 25 years experience, superb demo rooms,
extensive range, free parking. Mon-Sat 9-5.30

OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD 3 Marketplace,
Wallingford (midway between Oxford and Reading).
01491 839305. Aura, B&W, Technics, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Kenwood, Sony, Yamaha, Denon, Dual,
Marantz, Mission, Tannoy. Kef, Mordaunt Short.
One Listening and one Home Cinema room, Home
trial, free installation. Service department. Access,
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 9-5.30,
Sat 9-5. Records & CDs stocked.

HI-CAM Buy/Sell Part Exchange. Good Quality
Audio Products. Equipment includes: Naim, Linn,
Audiolab, Kef, Mission, Krell, Meridian, Rel, Epos,
Also Prologic Equipment. Open Mon-Sun 10.00am -
8.00pm. For genuine & friendly service Tel.Fax 01844
260182 Mobile 0973 233380.

OVERTURE HI-Fl, 3 Church Lane, Banbury,
OX16 8LR. Tel (01295) 272158. Arcam, Bose,
Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Linn Products, Mission,
NAD, Naim Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible
unbiased advice, call Oxfordshire’s audio experts.
Superb demo facilities. No appts. necessary, service
dept. free install, home trial. Access/Visa. instant
credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30.

AUDIO T |9 Old High Street, Headington, Oxford
(01865) 65961. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad,
Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha &
more. Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Thurs until 8.00.
3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX.
Selected Interest Free. 2 listening rooms. Home
Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded.

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cancay
House, Park End Street, Oxford OXI IJE. Tel
(0186S) 790879 Fax (01865) 791665. Quad, Denon,
Spendor, Aura, Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink
Triangle, Roksan, Krell, Sonus Faber, NAD, Rotel,
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL,
Demo room, Home trial and free installation. Instant
credit, Access, Amex, Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat.

SHROPSHIRE

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
Specialist. Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road,
St. Leonards-on-Sea, E.Sussex. (01424)
437165/432398. Stockist of quality equipment
including: Audio Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruat
Marantz, NAD, JBL, Royd, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel,
Traget Cable Talk, Techmcs. TDC, Yamaha,

d. Air conditi g rooms, on site
service and repair facilities

SHROPSHIRE HIFI St Michael Street,
Shrewsbury, Shrops. SYI 2ES. Tel. 01743 232065.
Stockists of Musical Fidelity, Mordaunt Short, Sony,
Kenwood, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, B&W, Proac.
Audio Visual. Products available. Open 9.30 -
5.30pm Mon-Sat.

SOMERSET

SOUTH WEST ANALOGUE Quality British
and European Hi-Fi. SME specialist, MK 2 Turntable
on demonstration. Michell, Garrard, Tube
Technology etc. Ensemble cables, stands, Sovereign
valves, 01643 85135 anytime.

STAFFORDSHIRE

SOUND OF MUSIC The alternative Hi-Fi shop.
01270 214143. AK.G., AV.L, Alchemist, B.C.D.,
Blueprint, Castle, Chord Co., Deva, Dynaudio,
Dynavector, Electrocompaniet, John Shearn, Kef,
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Michell, Myryad, Nordost,
Ortofon, Project, Projekt Stands, Q.LN., Restek,
Roksan, Stands Unique, Teac.

SUFFOLK

AANVIL AUDIO, Tel/Fax 01359 240687
Mobile 0467 404874 Music from the Sound
Foundry! Suppliers of: [Audio Physic):
loudspeakers, Adyton: amplifiers, Meracus:
CD transports, players, DAC’s pre and
power amplifiers, Yamamura Churchill:
cables and accessories, ART: Accessories
Mail Order Accessories/CD’s Cable/Amp
Stock Clearance:

Phone or fax for further details and ex-demo
hardware offers. Most major credit cards
accepted

ANGLIA AUDIO The Street, Hessett, Bury St
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP30 9AZ Tel. 01359 270212.
""Hi-Fi and speaker centre dedicated to quality hi-f
since 1971 Open 10-6. Closed Weds and Sundays.

o] f

Evening and Sunday Dems by appoi

AUDIO IMAGES 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield,
South Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 6JL. Telffax: 01502
§82853. Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, Rotel, Moth,
JPW, Sugden, Mission, Project, Denon, Yamaha
surround sound. Audio Innovations, plus the
amazing ROTHWELL range. Separate dem room, no
appts nec. 10-6.30 Tues-Thurs, 7pm Fri. 6pm Sat.

EASTERN AUDIO 4| Bramford Road, Ipswich,
Tel. 01473 217 217. Fax 01473. 215708, Quad,
Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, Mission, Denon, Rotel,
Marantz, NAD, Sony, Rogers, Nakamichi,
Systemdek, Technics, Celestion, B&W, Tannoy,
Morel Thorens and Top Tape. Also stock a wide
range of accessories. usual credit facilities. A BADA
dealer.

STOWSOUNDS audio consultants, Stone Farm,
Borough Lane, Great Finborough, Stowmarket. Tel:
01449 675060. We offer genuine impartial advice
and demonstrations of quality audio equipment,
racks and accessories. Demonstration by
appointment here or in your own home. Some ex-
demo and second-hand equipment. Phone for a
consultation, demonstration, or price lists and
product information.

SURREY

INFIDELITY 9 High Street,Hampton Wick,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey. KT1 4DA. Tel. 0181
943 3530. Stockists of: Arcam, Creek, Epos,
Heybrook, Micromega, Naim Audio, Neat, Rega,
Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Teac, Yamaha. Open Teues -
Saturday. 10.30am - 7.00pm.

ROGERS HIF| 3 Bridge Street, Guildford. Surrey.
(01483) 561049. B&W, Castle, Denon, Dual, JBL,
Harmon Kardon, Kenwood, Marantz, Micromaga,
Mordaunt Short, Moth, Myriad, Musical Fidelity,
Pioneer, Rel, Royd, Ruark, Systemdex\k, Tannoy,
TDL, Teac, Thorens. Dem facilities available, no
appts necessary, free instllation, service dept.
Access/Visa. Instant credit upto £1,000 subject to
status. Monday-Saturday, 9.30-6pm, later by appt.

SPALDINGS HI-FI 3524 Lower Addiscombe Rd.,
Croydon, Surrey, CRO 7AT. 0181 654 1231/2040. 3
dem rooms and home dem. Free installation/credit.
Meridian, Linn, Naim, Quad, Arcam, Audiolab,
Mission, Denon, Tannoy, Marantz, Ruark. Mon-Sat
9-6, Tues 9-8, . Service dept. (3 Dem rooms incl.
AV. 0% credit).

SURREY HIFI 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey,
RH9 8LS. (01883) 744755. Demonstration rooms &
Free parking available. “Home Cinema on
Demonstration.” Arcam, Audiolab, Kef, Kef
Reference, Rogers, TDL, Thorens, Denon, Bose,
Marantz, Yamaha, M&K Sub-woofers, Musical
Fidelity, Cable Talk, Qudos, Stands Unique,
Alphason, Target, Partington, Atacama Stands, Bayer
Headphones, Sennheiser. 0% interest. Credit Cards,
Free installation service dept. Closed all day
Wednesday.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 35 High
Street, New Malden, Surrey. Tel (0181) 942

rk, 9567 or Fax. (0181) 336 0820. Six superb

dem rooms, Interest free credit on all leading
brands * Also Open Sundays 10 - 4.00pm.

ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon. Tel:-
0181 - 688 2093. The UK’s First and Finest Home
Cinema Store. 3 Demonstration Rooms. Laser Disc
CRT and Projection TV Centre. Many brands
stocked including Arcam, Audiolab, Merdian,
Lexicon, Kef, Pioneer, Rotel, Yamaha, REL and
Panasonic. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00pm. All major credit

p s. If dynamic, effortless sound with
natural timbre appeals to you give us a ring. If you
prefer smail strained wearing transistor sound don't
bother. If you are a first time buyer bewildered by
the amount of choice and opinion give us 2 ring
anyway. Selected components from: Arcadia, Audio
Innovations, Audio Note, Border Patrol, Bravura,
Goldring, Living Voice, SME, Voyd. Relaxed
demonstrations in comfortable home enviroment.
Appointments only please. Visa/Access. No Credit

TYNE & WEAR

FERROGRAPH SPARES & SERVICES Reel to
reel tape recorder servicing facilities,spare part and
refurbished equipment suppliers.Main brands
supported: Fen-ognph and Revox.. In total, around
90% of the entire range of Ferrograph spare parts
are still available feom stock. Our service
department also covers all Ferrograph recorders
from the range. Call today for further information.
Suite 7, Cookson House, River Drive, South Shields,
Tyne and Wear, NE33 [)X. Tel: 0191 427 7774
Fax:0191 427 5566 E-mail lee@ferrograph.win-
uk.net.

WARWICKSHIRE

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI CO 23a Regent
Street, Leamington Spa, Warwks CV32 SE). Tel:
01926 888644. Fax: 01926 887486. E-mail:
kbrowne@bbencs.org.uk. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad,
Meridian, Marantz, Denon, Pioneer, Yamaha, NAD,
Micromega, Mission, Kef, Celestion, Atacama,
Technics, Trichord, TDL, Rel, ixos. Single speaker
dem room. We do not use any comparetors. We
also have full demonstration of Projection T.V, with
Laserdisc and full Pro Logic systems. Part exchange
welcome. Please phone or E-mail for prices. We
have in stock over 200 Laserdiscs. Call for our latest
catalogue.

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regent St, Rugby,
Warwks CV21 2QF. Tel: 01788 540772. Agents for:
Arcam, Audiolab, B&O, Castle, Celestion, Denon,
Dual, Kef, Mission, Marantz, Meridan, Pioneer,
Quad, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Yamaha & many more. 2
year warranty on all hi-fi separates. 2 Demonstration
rooms, Home Trials, All Major Credit Cards
Accepted, Mail Order Welcome. Ring Now For
Keenest Prices. Open Monday - Saturday 9-5.30.
Closed Wednesday. If We Haven't Got It It's
Probably Not Worth Having.

STRATFORD HI-F! [0a Chapel Street, Stratford
upon Avon, Warwickshire. Tel: (01789) 414533,
Arcam, B&W, Bose, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Monitor, Audio, NAD,
Panasonic, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics,
Yamaha. Demonstration room. Service facilities. Mail
order, Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30 Monday
to Saturday. all major credit cards.

WEST MIDLANDS

MUSIC MATTERS 363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston.
Tel. 0121 429 2811. Arcam, Audiolab, Audio
Research, B+W, Celestion, Chord, Copland, Cyrus,
Denon, Dali, Jamo, JBL, Kef, Krell, Marantz, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rel, Rotel, SME,
Theta, Yamaha. A wide range of Classical CDs are
available. Visa, Access, Switch, Amex, Diners open
Tues-Sat 10-5.30 late night Thurs untl 7.00. Also
situated in 93/95 Hobs Moat road, Solihull.

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE 163
Spon Street Coventry Tel: 01203 525200 Fax: 01203
631403 Audiolab - Audio Akhemy-Atacama Aura -
Arcam - Audio Quest - Alphason - Apollo - Bang &
Olufson - Bose - Castle - Canon - Cable Talk -
Celesnon - Chord - Cyrus - Denon - Dual

cards accepted Finance available. Evening
ations by appoi

SUSSEX (EAST)

ADAMS & JARRETT For the best Audio Visul
Specialist with friendly helpful staff phone or visit us
at 6-18 Norman Road St. Leonards-on-sea, East
Sussex. Tel. 01424 437165/432398. Meridian, Kef,
Ruark, JBL, Marantz, NAD, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel,
Target, Technics, Yamaha, Kenwood, Musical
Fidelity, Dynaudio, Denon, Tannoy, B&W, Rotel,
Thorens. Interest free credit available subject to
status. Visa, Mastercard.

THE POWERPLANT "Brighton's Leading Hifi
Shop”. 66 North Street, Brighton, Tel. 01273
775978. Comfortable listening rooms.
Knowledgeable and approachable staff. Roksan,
Micromega, Exposure, Audiolab, Epos, Rotel,
Marantz, Cyrus, Regal, Arcam, Mission and more.

SUSSEX (WEST)

AUDIO DESIGNS 26 High Street, East Grinstead,
West Sussex RHI9 3AS. Tel/Fax (01342) 314569.
Hi-Fi, Home cimema + multi room specialists.
Authorised specialists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Castle,
Cyrus, Epos, KEF, Linn (inc AVS1), Marantz, Mission,
Naim, Pioneer (inc LaserDisc), Quad, Rel, Rotel,
Sony, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Target, Thorens,
Yamaha & more. 3 dedicated d ation rooms -

Found: - Heybrook - IXOS - Kef Reference - JBL
- JPW - Jamo - Kenwood - Lasor Disc Marantz -
Meridian - Monitor Audio - Micromega - Mission -
Michell Gyrodek Monster - Morduant Short -
Musical Fidelity - Nakamichi - NAD - Ortofon -
Onkyo - Panasonic - Pioneer - Polk Audio - Quad -
QED - REL - Rega - Revoiver - Rogers - Rotel - Royd
- Sennheiser - Systemdek - Target - Teac - Technics
- Tannoy - Thorens - TDL - Van Den Hul - Wessex
- Yamaha Much Much More In Store on 3 Floors 4000
SQ Feet with 3 Dedicated Hi Fi Demo Rooms of the
very Best Hi Fi Plus 2 A/V Demo Rooms. Nice staff
Nice coffee. Nec. Service Dept. Free Install &
Home Trial. All Credit Facilities. Plus Interest Free
Credit. Open 9.30am to 5.30pm Monday to
Saturday.

GRIFFIN AUDIO 94 Bristol St., Birmingham, BS
TAH Tel. 0121 622 2230 Fax 0121 666 6795. Tues-
Sat 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Enjoy music at home with a
system from Griffin Audio. We demonstrate and
install the very best hi-fi, with systems from £500 to
£25 000. Ask for Bob, Tim or Alex. Stockists of
Arcam, Denon, Linn, Musical Technology, Naim,
Quad, Rega, Shahinian, Stax.

SOUND ACADEMY For the Midlands The
Parade, Sutton Coldfield, Tel. 0121 321 2445 & High
Streev. Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, (sharing the ASDA

Hi-Fi & Home cinema. Service dept 0% finance
available 9.30-6.00 Mon-Sat. Late by appointment.

DEFINITIVE AUDIO Tel/fax Brighton 01273
2767]6 We specialise in the assembly of natural

ic audio sy which use high
quality valve amplification and high efficiency

pping centre) Tel 01922 493499. Hosts 4
studios plus 2 Home Theatre Cinema with Tube &
LCD Projectors. The best in hi-fi from Naim,
Arcam, Audiolab, Chord, Meridian, Monitor Audio
and many more. So... if you've taken time to read
this, please let us make you welcome. Phone 0121
321 2445 for Sutton or 01922 493499 for Walsall,
Callin and to browse our exciting display of hi-fi and
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home cinema equipment. Mail order available.
interest free credit S.T. Status. Open 6 days, 9am
to 5.30pm. Please call for late night. Expert Advice,
Cable Dressing and Installation.

WILTSHIRE

AUDIO T 60 Fleet Street, Swindon. (01793)
538222. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Naim,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Trichord
Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6. 3
year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery & installacion. 30
day free upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX.
Selected Interest Free Credit. 2 listening rooms.
Home Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded.

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD, IS5 Catherine Street,
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2DF. Tel (01722) 322169.
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark, Sony,
Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms. Friendly, relaxed
atmosphere. Professional advice. Home dem
available. Service department, Free installation.
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. Interest
free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30.

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under BATH &
BRISTOL heading

MUSICAL INTENTIONS "PLEASE NOTE OUR
INTENTION IS FOR YOU TO ENJOY MUSIC".
Please see main lineage entry under "Avon’

WORCESTERSHIRE
COLORAMA H-Fi 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingsfisher

Centre, Redditch, Worcs B97 4EY (01527) 597260.
Marantz, Rotel, Harman Kardon, Ixos, Sennhei

free credit (details available upon request), up to 5
years guarantee.

SOUNDWAVE AUDIO 22 Lord Mayor's Walk,
York, YO3 THA. Tel. 01904 646309. Hi-Fi sales incl.
NAD, Onkyo, Dali, Cerwin Vega, Teac, Kenwood,
Ortofon, Alchemist, Jamo and many others. In-house
workshops for repairs and svcg. on all makes. Dem-
room incl. Home Cinema. No pushy sales staff!! Just
good equipment and a friendly atmosphere.

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate,
York Y03 7€Q. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully
chosen Hi-Fi and AV equipment includes Arcam,
B&W, Denon, Linn, M&K subwoofers, Naim, Rega,
Rotel, Royd, etc 3 dem rooms incl. Home Cinema
and Multi-room facilities. Service Department. Home
installations. Instant Credit and major credit cards .
Closed Mondays. Phone for chat and more details.

VICKERS HI-Fl 24 Gillygate, York. Tel:(01904)
629659. There’s a lot we could say - but it’s all there
already in our ad in this issue. (See Main ad index on
page 130 to find Vickers) ...Why not look at the
whole picture!

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE 4 Cross
Church St, Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. B&W,
Cyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical
Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission, ect.
Dem facilities - appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30,
Thurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credit
facilities. Access, Visa

PREMIER AUDIO Wakefield (01924) 255045. A
brand new company offering a range of exciting
Audiophile products carefully selected and

Teac, NAD, Onkyo, TDL, Polk Audio, B&W. Full
Pro-logic products. In-store integrated dem
facilities. No appts required, service dept. Access,
Visa. Open 9-5.30, closed Thursday's.

MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE 18I, Franche
Road, Kidderminster, Worcs, DY SAD. Tel.
01562 822236 Mobile. 0421 605966.0Open seven
days a week, 9.30am to 6.30pm. By appointment.
Evening demos arranged.2 demo rooms, home
demos. Part exchange always welcome,service
facility, free delivery. Analogue Hi-End specialist.
Agencies include Roksan,Rega, Audionote, Audio
Alchemy, Apogee, Proceed, B&W Tech, Heybrook,
Sonic link, QLN. and many more.Access, Visa and
Switch, finance on request.

SPAINS HI-FI 2 & 2a New rd, Bromsgate Worc's
Tel: 01527 B72460. Aura, Apollo, Audioquest, b&w,
Denon, Harmon Kardon, jbl, jvc, Kef, Kenwood,
Marantz, Mission, nad, Nakamichi, Onkyo, Pioneer,
qed, rel, Revolver, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy,
Thorens, etc. 2 Demonstration Rooms, Home
Cinema Specialists, 0% Finance available on selected
products, Part Exchange welcome, on site service
dept; wide range of television, video, mini systems
etc. in stock.

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO 158 Ombersly
Road, Worcester WR3 7HA. Tel 01905 458046,
Fax. 01905 457585. Naim, Rega, Rotel, Marantz,
Nakamichi. NAD. Audiolab, Roksan, Meridian,
B&W, Audio Research, Krell, Martin Logan, Arcam.
9-5.30 Mon-Sat, eve's by appt only.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)

HARROGATE HI-Fi, 15 Commercial Street,
Harrogate, N.Yorks. Tel (01423) 504274. One of the
best ranges of quality hi-fi in the North of England,
including Lumley valve amplification, Audio Research,
Musical Fidelity, Martin Logan, Sonus Faber, Casde,
Orelle, Michell, Ruark, Stax, Copland, Tannoy, NAD,
Onkyo, Rotel, Meridian, Lexicon, Project, Silver
Sounds, Cogan Hall, DNM. Home Cinema dems.
Home dems. (appts. not always required). Service
Deptt. All major credit cards accepted. Credit
facilities available. Open 10-6. Why! Because music
matters.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

HIFI STUDIOS DONCASTER Hi-Fi Studios.
Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DNS 85A. Tel/Fax: (01302)
781387/540045. Audiolab, Electrocompaniet, Pro-
Ac, Ruark, Castle, TEAC, Unison Research, T+A,
Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, Alchemist,
Michell Turntables, Nottingham Analogue Studios,
Blueprint, Audio Analogue, Exposure, Living Voice,
Densen, Celestion, (A Series only), Opera, Eulon,
Audio Physic, Trichord Research, Yamaha and
Klipsch Home Cinema Pro-Logic demonstrations.
Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax Electrostatics,
Ortofon, Ringmat Developments, Audio Technica,
Goldring, Listening Rooms, Home Trial, Free
delivery, and installation. 2 years Guarantee. Access
& Visa. 10-8pm Tues - Fri,

10-6pm Sat, Closed Monday. Phone for further
information and FREE fact-pack.

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 8 Westgate
Chambers, Rotherham Tel: 01709 370666, 184
Fitzwilliam Street, Sheffield Tel: 01142 756048 -
Audio Alchemy, Atacama, Arcam, Audio Lab, Audio
Quest, Beyer, Bose, Canon, Castle, Cyrus,
Celestion, Denon, Jamo, John Shearn (Amplifiers),
Linn, Marantz, Mission, REL (Sub Woofers), Rogers
(Speakers & Amplifiers), Royd, Sennheiser, Spendor,
Tannoy "D", T.D.L, Technics, Yamaha. Demo rooms
(6), Home Cinema, Access, Visa, Switch, Interest
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pri y rated. Equip includes
Audio Synthesis, Chord Company, Classé, cable
Talk, DPA, EAD, Exposure, Harbeth, Kora, Mirage,
Myryad,Orelle, Trichord and many others.
demonstration facilities, Home demonstrations &
Free installation. Part Exchange & used equipment
Available. telephone for details and opening offers.

evereees SCOTLAND e

CENTRAL

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,

Falkirk 01324 62901 I. Audiofab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes, -

Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices,
JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226
5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist,
now at new larger premises

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY

RIVER HI-FI 28 Church Crescent, Dumfries
(situated above Barnstorm Records) Tel.
01387 267048 Fax. Mobile: 0468 038306.
Selected Agencies include: Naim, Rega,
Roksan, Ruark, Alchemist, Pro-Ac, Kef,
Trichord, Marantz, QLN, Tannoy, Orelle,
Rotel, Teac, Audiomeca, Triangle, Castle,
Opera, Infinity, Densen, Musical Fidelity,
Neat, Revox, Apogee, Ortofon, Pro-ject
Turntables, Sennheiser, Stax, Grado,
Primare, Jeff Rowland, Marston, Soundstyle,
Stands Unique, Atacama, Nordost, Van den
Hul, Chord Company, MIT, etc.

* Showroom and 2 Listening Rooms
*Appointments and home demonstrations
available.

LOTHIAN

LOUD & CLEAR 520 St Vincent Street,
Finniestone, Glasgow G3 8XZ. Tel: (0141) 221 0221
- not just another hi-fi shop, combining friendly
advice with specially selected products and the
keenest prices. Three dem rooms and full service
installation facilities. Interest Free Credit available on
selected products. Naim, Exposure, Alchemist,
Marantz, Denon, Rotel, Teac, Systemdek, Aiwa, Kef,
Tannoy, TDL, Mordaunt Short, Royd, Epos. Mon-Sat
10.00am - 6.00pm. Thursday 10.00 am - 7.00pm.
Complimentary parking at PC World, Finniestone
Street.

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 62901 1. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes,
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices.
JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226
5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist,
now at new larger premises

MUSIC MILL 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EH6
SQG. Tel: 0131 555 3963 Fax: 013} 555 3964.
Audio Research, Copland, Naim Audio, Krell,
Roksan, Marantz, AVI, Martin Logan, Pro-Ac, Wilson
Audio, Wilson Benesch Theta Digital, Transparant
Audio, Alchemist, AVI, Quadraspire, Stands Unique.
Listening Rooms, Free Parking, Full Workshop,
Delivery and Instalfation. Open Mon-Sat 10-6.00 pm.
Please phone for a map or contact Raoul, Fraser,
Mark, or Mike.

GRAMPIAN

HOLBURN Hi-Fi 441 Holburn Street, Aberdeen.
Tel: 01224 585713. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W,
Celestion, Denon, Dual, Epos, Heybrook, ION,
Kenwood, Creek, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Cyrus,
M.S., NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, QED, Quad, Revox,
Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale,
Yamaha. 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

AYRSHIRE

THE SOUND FOUNDATION The Sound
Foundation, 22 Nelson Street, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire.
KAL IBA. (01563) 574185. Equipment by Sugden,
Audio Note, ProAc, Harbeth, Michell, Castle, Voyd,
Trichord Research, Firax and Stands Unique. Full
credit facilities available, al! major credit cards
accepted

STRATHCLYDE

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFl CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 62901 1. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes,
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co,, 145 Bath St, Glasgow 014}
226 5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist,
now at new larger premises

STEREO STEREO 278 St Vincent Street,
Glasgow, Tel: 0141 248 4079 € mail Stereo @ cix.
compulink.co.uk We will supply the most musical
sound for your budget and if you take the time to
visit us we will take the time to return the
compliment with free installation of your chosen
equipment. Open 10-6.00pm closed Sunday, Tuesday
Installation Nation-wide Interest free credit available

WALES-esesemee

NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main ad under Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road,
Wrexham, North Wales, Tel .01978 364500. See
our main ad under Cheshire.

ELECTRO TRADER |9 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos
on Sea, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd, Wales, LL2B 4RN.
(01492) 548932. NOW APPOINTED SUGDEN
DEALER FOR THE NORTH WEST. Rotel, Yamaha,
NAD, Harman, Kardon, Teac, Alphason, Heco,
Infinity, KEF, JBL, Sugden,Tannoy, Rotel Michi,
Haybrook, Acoustic Research, Ruark and Soundstyle
tri-pod racks etc. Dem room appts. preferred.
Home trial. Free install. Access, Visa, Open 9.30 -
1.00, 2.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

GLAMORGAN (SOUTH)

SOUND DR. JULES SWANSEA, 01792280 061,
Call now for price list, UK or overseas. Hi end new
and pre-owned hi-fi at an affordable price. Home
trial prior to purchase. Reliable courier service and
repair service. Friendly and enthusiastic advice, day
or evening seven days a week. A service to suit
you.

cemeeeeeslRELAND oo

CLONEY AUDIO 55 Main Street, Blackrock,
Dublin, Tel.2889449/2888477 Fax. 2834887 Products
include: Arcam, Classe, Philips, Rogers, Epos, B&W,
Naim Audio, Meridian and others. Open Tues/Sat
10am-6pm. Thurs/Fri 'till 9pm Closed Mondays.

DUBLINN HI-FI 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. Tel:
(00 353) | 4785205. Fax: (00 353) 14785219. We all
have two ears and one mouth - use them
accordingly. We only stock the best products, based
on performance and reliability - not reviews or sales
patter. Call Mark or drop in for a listen. Three single
speaker demo rooms. Free delivery and installation.
Full service department. Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-6

VINYL / RECORD MAIL ORDER

AUDIOPHILE UK LTD 214 Station Road,
Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 2PH. Specialists in high
quality, new and used vinyl & CD. Telephone order:
01932 701248 Fax order: 01932 701162. E-mail
order: sales@audiophile.co.uk. Order your copy of
our free monthly flyer and get the most up to date
information on new releases plus the thousands of
mint used LPs we hold in stock. As well as this we
stock interconnects, record cleaning materials,
isolation feet and many more accessories. Callers
welcome by appointment. Hours Mon - Fri 7.00am
5.00pm and occasional Saturdays.

ABERGAVENNY MUSIC 23 Cross Street,
Abergavenny, S. Wales. NP7 SEW Tel: 01873
853394, 9am - Spm Monday-Saturday. E-mail:
abermusic@compuserve.com. All major credit
cards accepted. Abergavenny Music is a specialist
classical music shop carrying a wide stock of CDs &
Tapes. We regret we do not stock vinyl. Please
phone for prompt personal service. Any item in
stock can usually be posted on same day. First class

free p&p. We welcome any enquiry or order.
DIVERSE MUSIC 12 Upper Dock Street,
Newport, Gwent. NP9 IDF. 9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat.
Internet site http://www.diverse-music.co.uk.
Phone/fax 01633 259661 / 256261. E-mail:-
sales@diver: ic.cix.co.uk. Catalogy ilabl
Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Switch, JCB.. New and
forthcoming releases: Blue Note 180gm LPs - re-
issued on |4th April {very limited) also large current
and back catalogue stock selection. P&P £1.00 Ist
LP, additional LPs 50p each (max £3.50) Please
contact us for more details and catalogues.

LIONEL’S VINYL PO Box 22, Biggleswade, Beds,
SG18 87B. Tel: 01767 314936 Fax: 01767 318462, E-
Mail: mafe34@dial.pipex.com We stock a large
range of quality assured secondhand vinyl, covering
the whole musical spectrum. All purchases are fully
guaranteed, and we will professionally clean records
prior to posting, if requested. All albums are priced
to sell quickly (from £1.00/L.P.), and Worldwide
Export is a speciality. Send A4 S.A.E. or Phone
01767 314936 now for free catalogue.

SILVERNOTE PO Box 158, Cheshunt, Herts, EN7
6UH Always wanted: Vintage and Modern
Equipment, Records & CD's. Tele/fax Steve on
01992 620905

VINYL DEMAND Stockists of VP! record cleaning
machines and the widest range of audiophile vinyl in
the UK - at the best prices. Living Stereo, Verve,
Mobile fidelity, Decca, Absolute Analogue,
Testament, MCA, DCC. Also a vast range of
analogue accessories. Phone 01425-654545 or Fax
01425-654400 for orders or catalogues.

VIVANTE - Unit 4, 60 High Street, Hampton
Wick, Surrey KT| 4DB. Tel: 0181 977 6600. Fax:
0181 977 4445 One of the UK’s largest importer
and distributor of audiophile and conventional vinyl
is now operating a mail order service specialising in
jazz and classical reissues. Labels include Decca,
London, Deutche Gramaphon, Archiv, EMI,
Telefunken, Testament, Verve, MPS, Milestone,
Fantasy, Pablo and more. Extensive catalogue
available. Access/Visa accepted.

VINTAGE~weeree

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67, Wigan, Greater
Manchester, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax:
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574. E-mail:
mell@tone.u-net.com. Hi-Fi bought, sold, repaired
and renovated. Mail order and vintage specialists.
Please see our main ad {look under the ad index to
find) for further information.

venreeessEX DEMONSTRATION--ooee

AFFORDABLE AUDIO. (Northampton)
Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists. 168 Wellingborough
Road, Northampton, NN| 4DU. Tel: ( 01604)
231261/845138. Mobile: (0370) 877893 Urgently
required: compact disc collections, hi-fi separates,.
especially Linn products, Naim Audio, Cyrus
Electronics, Musical Fidelity, Quad Electronics,
almost anything British/American. Cash waiting, part
exchange welcome. We also stock lots of audio
accessories, compact discs, vinyl, Nicam video
recorders, DAT players. Single speaker dem room.
All equipment is sold with warranties. All Credit
Cards accepted. Please phone anytime for stock
update.

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67, Wigan, Greater
Manchester, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax:
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574. E-mail:
mell@tone.u-net.com. Hi-Fi bought, sold, repaired
and renovated. Mail order and vintage specialists.
Please see our main ad (look under the ad index to
find) for further information.

CHOICE HI-FI/Hi-Fi Exchange Open 10am-8pm, 7
days by appt. Te!: 0181 392 1959/1963. Fax: 0181
392 1994. Agents for Acoustic Energy, Alon, ATC,
Boulder, Bryston, Chord, Forsell, Gamma, Van den
Hul, Lumley, Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight
Wire, Target, Trichord, Trilogy, VPI, XLO and many
more. We offer: generous part exchange, your
equipment purchased, show room/dem room, single
speaker dem room, trade in policy, credit card
facilities, mail order, export service, finance available.

HAZELMERE AUDIO. To hear how realistic
music can sound, please call for for an appointment,
(day or evening). Objective advice, comfortable
listening, home-demonstration, free installations,
part exchange, repairs and superb service. Acoustic
Precision, Air Tagent, ATL, Audiomeca, Basis Classe,
EAD, Fanfaare, Henley, Magneplanar, Mirage,
Monrio, Muse, Notts, Analogue, Opera, Ortofon,
SD, Sirius, Straightwire, Tice, Triangle, Trilogy, VPI.
High Wycombe (01494) 437892

To advertise in Dial a
Dealer, please call
Amanda or Stef on

0171 289 3533
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CLASSICAL

by Peter Herring

With the attention of much of the globe concentrated on events on the other side of the
English Channel this month, we can bring you some of the more interesting scores from
France. American and British, as well as French performers, obtain outstanding results in the
music of Olivier Messiaen and Jehan Alain, while other contenders for honours come from
Portugal and - surprisingly - Switzerland.

FRANK MARTIN
MASS

¥ PASSACAILLE

= ILDEBRANDO PIZZETTI
B Messadi
REQUIEM

Westminster

[l James OConnel

..

Mass #ér Jouble
choir/Passacaille for
organ

Messa di Requiem/De
Profundis

The Choir of
Westminster
Cathedral; James
O’Donnell, Master of
Music and organist
HYPERION CDA67017
(DDD/71.41)

“A matter between God and
myself,” was how the Swiss
composer Frank Martin
described his Mass for double
choir, emphasising the point
by refusing to permit a public
performance of this most
deeply personal expression of
faith until 1963, some 40
years after its composition.

Finally hearing the work in
this heartfelt and wholly
committed performance by
the Westminster Cathedral
choir forcibly gives the lie to
the notion of Martin as a
composer of finely-crafted,
engaging but often
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emotionally detached music.
In this, his only
unaccompanied choral work,
Martin soars to unexpected
heights of intensity and
rapture while retaining his
typically firm grasp of
structure and textual clarity.
The Mass, without question, is
one of the most accomplished
flowerings of Martin’s richly
eclectic style, a potent
amalgam of the ltalian
Renaissance, German
Romanticism and French
Impressionism, spiced with
the twelve-note theories of
Schoenberg and fortified by
the composer’s lifelong
worship of ).S. Bach.

Despite its belated
introduction into the choral
repertoire, Martin’s Mass has
established itself as one of the
major a cappella works of the
century; and the bright,
exultant Westminster voices,
directed with his usual sure
touch by James O’Donnell, do
it full justice.

The second work here by
Frank Martin finds O’Donnell
in his alternative role as
organist, giving a perceptive
and imaginative account of
the Passacaille, Martin’s
solitary composition for solo
organ and an undisguised
homage to his musical god,
Bach. O’'Donnell paces the
work to perfection, sustaining
the steadily ascending
momentum while savouring
the colours and harmonies
that evolve from the

passacaille theme.

The inclusion of this organ
solo proves to be an inspired
piece of programming, not
solely for its musical merits
(which are considerable) but
because the calm nobility of
the Passacaille is an ideal lead
into the world of Martin’s
Italian contemporary,
lldebrando Pizzetti.

Though Pizzetti belonged
to the generation of Puccini
and his contemporaries, he
never shared their fondness
for the lush and the sensual.
Rather, he consciously reacted
against this brand of
Romanticism, seeking his
models elsewhere, as is
readily apparent from the
finest of his choral
compositions, the Messa di
Requiem (Requiem Mass) of
1922.

Pizzetti takes his
inspiration from Renaissance
polyphony, from Venetian
composers such as the
Gabrielis and even from the
plainchant of the Middle
Ages. If not as consistently
original or inventive as the
Martin, Pizzetti’s Requiem is
nonetheless an alluring score.
Its undeniable sincerity, as
well as its often startling
diversity, are supremely well
conveyed by the Westminster
singers, and by Hyperion’s
recording which throughout
utilises the cathedral acoustic
to advantage without
sacrificing clarity or
immediacy.

OLMER MESSIAEN
Pobmes pour M- Sept Haks Lo Rivell des osaau

OLMIER MESSIAEN
Poemes pour Mi*/Le
Reveil des
Oiseaux§/Sept
Haikai#

Francoise Pollet,
soprano*; Pierre-
Laurent Aimard§,
Joela Jones#, pianos;
The Cleveland
Orchestra; conductor,
Pierre Boulez
DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON
453 478-2 (DDD/72.04)

These three works, written
between 1936 and 1962, find
Messiaen at his most
celebratory. In the earliest,
Poemes pour Mi, he extols the
sacrament of marriage, both
the spiritual and the sensual.
Sept Haikai pays homage to
Japan, its ancient ceremonials,
the colours of its landscape
and its exotic birdlife. And in
Reveil des Oiseaux, Messiaen
glories in the birdsong of his
native France, in all 38
species interwoven into a
glittering tapestry of sound
that was to become his first
large-scale attempt at
replicating an ‘orchestral
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Aecaa NEW ADVANCE IN LP12 REPRODUCTION

Audiolab

BaAW P
Cable Tatk

Gopor a great placefor...
yrus

Harman-Kardon |, Widest choice in the area

CYrus

Do you want your LP12 to give more music and less hi-fi ?

We believe the norton AirPower is the most musical LP12 power supply available.

iBE';: » Independent advice T ]

Ken » Qualified staff

Krell « Comfortable dem room: AU BTEDAE

Marantz Superb showrooms 4

Martin-Logan « Main road location

Meridian Major car parks nearby

Michell o

Mission « Over 30yTs expenence

x""m";‘f'ﬁ‘ » Service Dept

USICEFIGERY |, Delivery & installati

Pickering (3= ar;‘l'_ezhﬂn';’; anon The very best

Pink Triangi - e :

onear ¢ |+ Open 1030-5:30 6 days in Hi-Fi and

Quad Home Cinema...

REL |

Rogers Up 03 yrs. <% "’? .

Ruark l ) %/ [ ” &

SME Interest Free ;:,: o\

SonusFaver | Credit | il -

Spendor A} o,

deposit only 20% of > % Y MARTIN=

Systemdek | £5004 for 12 manths o, T

Tannoy £1500+ for 24 months o

TDL £3000+ for 36 months

Thorens aubject 1o stats

Yamaha -

& lots more  PS if you're making & special tnp A single-speed power supply designed for the LP12 and other decks with a similar motor.

i best to book weekdays Plug-compatible with the Linn Lingo enabling continued use of the Lingo for 45rpm replay.
‘This supply is blessed with one of the widest sound stages you'll lay ears on - instruments
and ambience stretched well beyond the fii of the loudspeakers’ cabi

Anything with a bassline in it had an irresistible drive, underpinning the mellowest, velvety

midrange and sweet secure treble. There was a phenomenal solidity when portraying solo
instruments too.’

Hi-Fi World May 1998
MONITOR-

Aupio AirPower Ts sold direct by mall-order giving excellent value at only £399. Carriage extra.

24 Gillygate, York
Tel. 01904 629659
High Fidelity Specialists est.1967

Norton Technologies

25 Shelley Road NOTE: WE ARE MOVING
Chelmsford PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM
Gockopler Please cauL 10 Cole norton
Tel. (01245) 283125

Linn, LP12 end Lingo ars acknowledged lr sde mat ks of Linn Products

PURE LINEAR STRUCTURED CARBON FIBRE AND CARBON HYBRID CABLES

The Wind £19.99/m (Single Strand) The Second £199.99 0.8m Stereo
| Phono or XLR
The Revelation £59 99/m (Single Strand) The First £184.99 0.8m Stereo Phono

van den Hul UK P.O.Box 31 Bishop Auckland DL14 7YX

REAL HI-FI
UNREAL PRICES

We are clearing our ex-demonstration and end of line stock.
Do not miss out on this rare opportunity to purchase highly reviewed
products and save £££££. Hurry limited stock.

Orelle Call us free on: 0800 195 06 03 XTC
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aviary’. What appears an
unlikely basis for musical
composition proves strangely
captivating.

Modern recordings of these
works, especially of the
calibre of the artistic quality
on display here, are very
welcome. Poemes pour Mi
has been available in its
original version for piano and
voice, but the orchestral
version has been absent from
the catalogue for some 20
years, which has been a real
pity since it introduces many
of the elements which were to
become inseparable from
Messiaen’s distinctive and
idiosyncratic orchestral style.

Messiaen had been
married to the violinist Louise
Justine Delbos (known to all
as Claire, and to her husband
simply as Mi) for some four
years when he was impelled
to express his happiness by
setting nine of his own poems
for soprano and piano, with
an orchestral score being
published the following year
(1937). For Messiaen, a
devout Catholic, such
marriages as his were literally
made in heaven, and this is
reflected in the soaring,
sumptuously ecstatic vocal
writing.

The soloist here, the
French soprano Frangoise
Pollet, brings both lyricism
and dramatic fervour to the
part, and in ideal measures.
Her control is exemplary, as is
the direction from Pierre
Boulez whose association
with Messiaen’s music began
over 50 years ago, as a pupil
of the composer at the Paris
Conservatoire for eight
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significant months during
1944. The enthusiastic
response Boulez obtains from
his soloists, the pianists Pierre-
Laurent Aimard and Joela
Jones, as well as Frangoise
Pollet, is matched by that of
the Cleveland Orchestra
which plays with flair and
diamond-like precision. The
recording is as vivid as the
dazzling palette of colours
which decorates every bar of
this music.

Missa Miserere mihi
Domine/Magnificat
Secundi Toni
Ensemble Vocal
Européen; director,
Philippe Herreweghe
HARMONIA MUNDI FRANCE
HMC901543 (DDD/52.10)

A growing interest in the
choral polyphony of
Renaissance Portugal has
been evident from the
recordings of, for example,
Rebelo and Melgas by the
Tallis Scholars on Collins
Classics, of Duarte Lobo by
the Tallis Scholars on Gimell,
and the work of Owen Ree’s
superb ensemble A Cappella
Portuguese for Hyperion. Here

CLASSICAL

the spotlight falls on another
Portuguese master from the
period, Manuel Cardoso, born
in 1566 and for 61 years
between 1589 and his death
in 1650 a man who chose a
secluded, isolated life in a
Lisbon monastery.

Cardoso’s six decades of
isolation were to be mirrored
in the cultural isolation of
Portugal as a nation which,
after its ‘golden age’ of the
late Fifteenth and early
Sixteenth centuries, came
under the rule of the Spanish
Habsburgs and was effectively
cut off from contact with
much of the rest of Europe.

At least the young Manuel
Cardoso had the good fortune
to be taught at the seminary of
Evora where he was a pupil of
Matheo de Aranda. The latter
had made several extended
visits to ltaly and was able to
acquaint his musically-gifted
charge with the works of
Palestrina. The fruits of that
acquaintance are evident in
Cardoso’s five ‘parody
Masses’ based on motets by
Palestrina, but the Missa
Miserere mihi Domine,
recorded here, is founded on
a much earlier principle of
composition, the cantus
firmus.

With this, a melodic figure
- here taken from the antiphon
for Compline, the last office of
the liturgical day - is used to
unify the sections of the Mass.
Cardoso employs the
technique to wonderful effect,
with a rich contrapuntal
mastery and much use of
audacious harmonies and
colourful word-painting.

Moreover, given the

subjugation of Portugal by
Spain, Cardoso’s inclusion of
the motet Non mortui qui sunt
in Inferno (They are not dead
that are in Hell) between the
Benedictus and the Agnus Dei
may have been intended to
send a veiled political
message. The supplication of
the suffering soul has a
parallel with the expression of
wounded national sentiment,
and the dedication of the
work to the Duke of Braganza,
with whom hopes for a return
to an independent Portugal
resided, was surely no
coincidence.

The voices of the Ensemble
Vocal Européen are ideally
suited to the sumptuously
woven lines of Cardoso’s
polyphony. The performers
are exceptionally clear and
cleanly articulated, with
sensitive direction from
Phillipe Herreweghe. The
shaping is subtle but effective,
and the Mass’s heartfelt pleas
for God’s mercy are sung with
true intensity. In contrast, the
Ensemble ends with a spirited
rendering of one of Cardoso’s
settings of the Magnificat, a
jubilant celebration of the
Annunciation.

Harmonia Mundi’s
recording faithfully captures
the performances within the
reverberant acoustic of the
Abbey aux Dames de Saintes
without allowing it to cloud or
blur the vocal lines. It is an
ideal introduction to
Cardoso’s highly distinctive
style; like his Portuguese
contemporaries, for so long
forgotten, his music has the
power to become
unforgettable®
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ORD OF THE MONTH

Complete organ
works

Kevin Bowyer, organ
NIMBUS NI 5551/2 (2-CD
SET) (DDD/146.03)

The appearance of some
recordings i the release

s hedules excites more than
usual anticipation and, for
me, this two-dise set from
Nimbus was one such

I first encountered the
mustc of Jehan Alain through
a tecording made by the
organtst Nicholas Kynaston
a1 Buckiast Abbey w Devon.
The thyv s and coloaurs of
plocet sach as Litanies the
Two Dances to Azt Yavishtla
the Hindu dod o1 fivey and
the Two Fantaisies were
quite unlike anvthing else |
had encountered and | set
about discovering more of
thik - 101 mwe - ohscure French
Camposer,

Unfortunatedy, tracking
cown nuther recordimgs, at
st on this side or the
Channoel was o task larsely
utirew arded until Erato
tecorchngs by the composer’s
sister, Mane Claire Alain,
began to appear. These will
remain wreplaceable. of
course. but a tresh view of
this manvetlously onginal
music. as well as o more up-
to-date recording, were fong
overdue, and Kevin Bowyer
gned Nimibus have at fast
provided both.

It 15 sad fact that two
venerausiv-itlled CLs will
acconmmodate the surviving
rausical output af Jehan
Alain. Like England’s Georse
Butternorth, here was a
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composer whose immense
pronuse was lett unmuftilled
by war. Borm in St Geimain-
en-l ave near Paris in 1911
Jehan-Ariste Alain grew up in
3 house tull of musical
mstruments. His father wias

jehan
alain
e commplnta

Terhe et moae

hevin e v

A

an organint. a pupif ot
Guilmant and Vierne, and
pride-of-place in the sitting
room went to & four-
Kevhoard organ hand-busit
by Albert Alain. Hete his son
would improvise, revetling in
the rich tonal palette ot the
instrument. and by the apge ot
F Jehan Alain was a
competent enough plaver to
stand n o1 the parish
organist af the focal church.

At the Paris Conservatorre,
Alain studied with the fikes
ot Paul Dukas and Roger
Ducasse but found his
COMposition exercises were
utterly misunderstood by his
examinets Disillusioned, he
quit the composition cotise,
convinced that he would
never be able to confor to
its rigid strictures Freed ot
these constraints his talent
blossomed m a series of
strikingly original organ
preces, doubtless helped by
studying with Marcel Dupre,
himselt an organist and
notable improviser,

These works composed
hotween 1929 and 1939,
mirror Alain’s rapic
development, from the early
Postlude pour t Oitice de
Complis where he first
rejects trachitional rhythms
through to his enthusiastic
abcorption of exotic oriental
el Arabic influences
{[Manses a Agni Yavishta:
Deux Fantasiess. He
rediscovered a classical
purity 1 the Variations sur
Lucis Creator and in his set o1
variations on an elegant
theme attiibuted to the
sixteenth-contury Fronch
composer Clement fanequin.
Plamchant, and the ancient
music al modes also playet
roles in shaping Alain’s
musical style, which reached
it prematun e apotheinsis m
the Trom Danses, a triptvch
on themes ot jov, death and
struggle which was
completed in Aprit 1940,
onginally as a symphonic
poen tor orchestra.

1t was this score which
Jehan Alain. a dispatch ndes
in the French army, was
carrying in his sidecar when
he was shot and Kilted durning
the battle 1or Saumur in june
1940. The sheets o1 musi
were blown across the telds,
to be washed away by the
rain or made into paper
aeraplanes by neariy
chitdren. Five dovs after
Alain’s death on June 201,
1940, France surrendered to
the Nazi invaders,

The Trows Danses survive
as Alain’s musical testament
because an organ
transciiption wiich he made

World Radio Histo

had tortunately reached his
triend, Noelie Pierront, who
went on to give the st
complete pertormance of the
wiptvch at a memorial
concert in the church or St
Germain-des-Pres m Paris
during March 1940

As 1n alt or lehan Alain’s
best music, structure and
technigue are alwavs
employed in the service of
expression and feeling, tor
this is the music of a voung
man, one who was excied
by the exotic, who enjovecd
listening to Jazz and whaose
smagination cambined an
emotional intensity with
protoundiy meditative, even
wthereal moods

These tacets of Alain's art
come actoss fully in Kevin
Bowver’s plavin of the new
Marcussen organ in the
Chapel of St Ausustine at
Tonhtidge School i kent.
This is a superh mstrument,
with a tonat range capable of
realising Alain's most subile
colorations, and Bovever
cleatly refishes plaving this
very individual and widely -
contrasted music.

The recorching is nirst-c fass.
clean focused ithere is a
tangible sense of an
mstrunient at the end or a
hall, not as in s many organ
recordings merely a
sugpestton of one ina vwash
of over-reverberant sound)
and seductively atmospheric.
The plaudits, tharetore. go to
all concermedd in this v aluable
project, but not least to
Nimbus tor having the vision
and the enterprise to instigate
.
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Audible Elegance

Kent’s newest dealer is proud to
present a fresh approach to buying
Hi-Fi. If you enjoy music please
take time to audition our carefully
selected range of both modern &
vintage equipment

project
sonneteer
trichord
trilogy g9s\

01 Jell 01244 401290

Visa, Switch, Delta and Mastercard welcome. A complete product guide
is available on request. For more details, write, phone or e-mail
replay@dial pipex.com

play@dial.pipe © Copyright 1998 S. R. Martin

Art Audio ~ Aichemist ~ Beam Echo ~ Cary Audio Design ~ Bravura ~
Gamma Acoustics ~ Loricraft Audio/Garrard ~ JM Labs Speakers ~
Klipsch ~ Monrio ~ Nottingham Analogue ~ Ortofon ~ Pro-ject Turntables
~ Sovereign Valves ~ Target ~ Trichord Research ~ Tube Technology

Second hand items available this month
Gamma Acoustics Gemini

Audio Innovations L2 Pre-Amp +

Audio Innovations 800 Anniversary Power Amp
+ Border Patrol Power supply

£295.00 (6 months old)

£1795.00

01227 742928 G 0976 402779

Ashcroft Bishopstone Lane Herne Bay Kent CTé 6RP

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Performance of our products is guaranteed. Our unique 7 days money back guaran-
tee ensures that you buy with total confidence. Buying hi-fi is now totally risk free

when you purchase any of XTC products.

Music is about emotional involvement.
XTC is conceived and designed to give
you the ultimate listening experience and
provide as much of the emotional content
in “live sound™ as possible.
The Preamplifier

The preamplifier is the control centre of the
system and therefore it is of vital importance
that this component 18 of finest quality. The
Single Ended Pure Class A MOSFET design
of the XTC PRE-1 preamplifier produces the
sweetest undiluted sound for your listening
pleasure. The PRE-1 comes complete with
RCS5 system remote controller for ease of
operation.

The Power Amplifiers
XTC power amplifiers use high gain short
signal path circuitry for negligible degrada-
tion of music signal. Choose from the ver-
satile POW-1 (200Wx4) quad channel or the
POW-2 stereo (150Wx2) power amplifier.
The POW-1 is ideal for use with a 2 way
loudspeakers in bi-amping mode.

XTC at Doug Brady Hi-Fi

w JULY 1998

The CD Player
We have developed the CDP-1 1o give you
sonic excellence. The CDP-1 uses Mulit bit
D/A converters with Single Ended Pure Class
A analogue circuitry. This technology leads o
incredible clarity. detail and purity while
achieving excellent dynamic and rhythmic
ability.
After Sales Service

We are committed to customer service and
therefore you will receive our GOLD CARD
on registration of your warranty. This will
cntitle you to a range of special privileges.

“It was meant as a reference, and reference
quality it is”

Hi-Fi World

“...A welcome addition to the top rank of British
audio.”

Gramophone

“Firmly Recommended”

Hi-Fi News & RR

XTC information line 0800 195 06 03

web site: www.xte-hifi.com

PRE-1/POWI

Complete range of XTC
products on demonstration at:

Doug Brady Hi-Fi

Kingsway Studios. Kingsway North
Warrington, Cheshire WA1 3NU

Tel: (01925) 828009
Fax: (01925) 825773
Call to arrange an appointment to
audition the fabulous XTC products

BRITISH MADE
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SLATE AUDIO

Linking The Past, Present & Future

THE SPEAKERSTAND ®
The best speaker supports in the world.

State of the art in performance and design, custom made to suit any loudspeaker. Solid slate, supremely
rigid and totally neutral* (*One specific Slate was chosen after extensive testing on all other stones)

SPEAKER PLATFORMS ISOLATION PLATFORMS TURNTABLE PLATFORMS SHELVING SYSTEMS

“Immaculately finished, sublimely rigid, on a par with the best stands I've used.” Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi
News R/R. “An astonishing degree of instrumental separation, stable and holographic, with great
precision and remarkable poise. The ultimate in high fidelity supports.” David Prakel, Hi-Fi Answers.
“Superbly finished, the sound quality was considered to be first rate.” Martin Colloms, Hi-Fi News R/R.
“The sound quality when using the Slate Audio stands proved to be a revelation, something special.”
Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice. “The finish is excellent, the sound quality magnificent and breathtaking.”
Tom Bryant, The Telegraph. “The Slate stand is unusual and expensive, but if you are after an
exceedingly neutral stand it's the leading contender. This stand offers an exceptiorally neutral platform
for speakers, highly transparent sound leads to musical performances with real insight.” SOUND
QUALITY: @ & B B B Malcolm Steward Hi-Fi Choice.

SLATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 and 401
The best & most musical record players in the world.

Our researched Solid Marble Plinth System® brings the Garrards into the 21st century. All
woogden Plinths produce unexceptable levels of coloration and feedback. No other Plinth system
can claim to improve the performance of these superb players.

THE REVIEWERS

“The Slate deck defines what real instrument solidity should be, it's in a class of its own.” Alan >
Sircom, Hi-Fi Choice. “The build and performance of the Slate Audio 401 are the audio equivalent
of the E type Jaguar.” Audiophile. “/ have never used a system like this one, it gets everything right.
Peter Soper insists Garrards are best mounted on Marble or stone, and from my experience with
this olinth | wouldn't disagree.” Noel Keywood, Hi-Fi World. “The Garrards main problems are dealt
with most effectively by three cures, correct set up, heavy plinth and appropriate mat. Peter Soper
has mastered them all, the results are close to miraculous.” Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi News R/R. “/ have
been using the fantastic Slate plinthed Garrard, the sound was nothing short of breathtaking. The
basic Garrard without the Slate plinth is well engineered and pleasant sounding, but they only give
exceptional results with the right kind of treatment." Dominic Baker, Hi-Fi World.

OUR CLIENTS "I have tested your 301, the sound quality as you know is excellent!” G. Pyne.
“The results | get are really unbelievable and | have tried some of ihe best turntable around, (Linn
LP12 Roksan Xerxes). “Thanks again for a marvellous piece of ar.” Mr Teilinger."/ am delighted
with my Slate Audio Garrard 301, it sounds fantastic. Well worth all the detailed work that went into
the design.” R. Newham. “When | first put up the Slate Audio 307 | must admit to having quite a
shock, forever converted.” K. Van Green, Electric Eel Studios. “/'m over the moon, the plinth looks
ana sounds superb, stunningly beautiful!! | would very highly recommend any of your customers
to seriously consider this great combination.” J. Marsh.

THE GLASSMAT ®
The finest platter mat in the world.

The Glassmat ® was developed to improve the performance of the Garrard 301 and 401 record players.
<44 However it also gives astonishing results when used on other turntables. So effective is its performance,
we have now made it available as a universal replacement mat. In all cases other mats introduce
colorations of their own, robbing the music of large amounts of detail and ambience. In order to achieve
maximum information retrieval with optimum damping, a hard and unyielding material is required. Glass
is ideal in every respect, damping is complete, the playing surface being quite simply sublime. In terms of
detail resolution and sheer three dimensional ability, no other mat comes close. But then you still have to
' consider the absolute clarity, precision and solidity of the presentation. This is the ultimate platter mat.

THE POWERHOUSE Ol'R QUARTZ REFERENCED GARRARD 301/401 TD124 AND UUNIVERSAL POWER SUPPLY. “KILLER” K.K.
THE TABLESTROBE QUARTZ REFERENCED STROBE GUN DESIGNED SPECIFICAILY FOR THE GARRARD 301 AND 401.

THE HANDSTROBE QUARTZ REFERENCED HAND HELD STROBE SUITABLE FOR ANY TURNTABLE WITH SPEED ADJUSTMENT.
STORMFORCE SOLID MARBLE ENCLOSURFES®FOR ALL TANNOY DUAL CONCENTRICS. BEWARE.. STRUCTURAL DAMAGE MAY OCCUR!
HUMDINGER ELEVATE YOUR EARLY SME 3009S2 70 1997 STATUS. BREATHES NEW LIFE INTO A GREAT CLASSIC.

BACKLASH SUPERB SME 3009 & 3012 GOLD PHONO SOCKET CONVERSION, INCLUDING OFC LEADS: BRILLIANT? YES.
BRAZEN U'PGRADE YOUR V151 WITH OUR ALLOY RE-BODY AND MICRO RIDGE STYLUS: INSANE? NO.

SOLID MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEMS® ALSO FOR EMT AND THORENS TD124.

SLATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 AND 401 ARE AVAILABLE COMPLETE OR MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEM® ONLY.

SME CELEBRATION ARMS WITH SPECIAL GRAPHICS “SLATE AUDIO 301 OR 401 CELEBRATION” AND "SLATE AUDIO TD124 CELEBRATION" 309 « 312 ¢ IV e V.

THE TONEARM OUR SPECIAL VERSION OF THE FAMOUS REGA RB300, FITTED WITH GOLD PHONOS.

SME 3009S2 (1997 VERSION) A PERFECT MATCH FOR OUR V15111 BRAZEN AND THE NEW SHURE V15V x MR. “STILL CRAZY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS".

THE SPIKEKIT SPECIALLY DEVELOPED TO FIT DIRECTLY TO FLOOR STANDING LOUDSPEAKERS OR ANY WOODEN SUPPORT ADJUSTABLE AND VERY SIMPLE TO FIT.

“COMPETITION IS HEALTHY, IT ENSURES WE STAY AHEAD”

SHURE STYLUS PRESSURE GAUGE * GARRARD 301 SWITCH SUPPRESSOR © TURNTABLE SERVICING ® GARRARD 301 LEVER SET » GARRARD 301 FIXING BOLY SET
STROBE DISC » GARRARD 401 CONTROL PANEL SET « GARRARD 301 MOTOR PULLEY * FULL RESTORATION OF GARRARDS TO ORIGINAL CONDITION

ALWAYS WANTED, GARRARD 401, GARFARD 301 AND THORENS TD124 RECORD PLAYERS, PLEASE PHONE

47 GEMINI CLOSE, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS, LU7 8UD.
visa g TEL/FAX: 01525 384174 MOBILE: 0956 471601
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5 Rocks Lane Barnes
London SW13 0DB
Tel: 0181 876 3355
Fax: 0181 876 3399

Hi-End

Don’t cheat yourself...

... Ireat yourself
to the world’s finest audio fidelity equipment

We specialise in:
Audio visual interior design ¢ Multi-room installations ¢ ‘Life-style’ systems
Systems from £300 to over £30,000

CLEARANCE BARGAINS SONIC FRONTIERS
Was  NOW ANTHEM INTEGRATED 1

B+W P4 £675 £539 _ )

B+W P5 ALL £875  £699 & .

B+W P6 _ BRAND £1095  £875 ' -

B+WCDM1SE | NEW £600 £479

B+W CDM 7 BOXED £1000 £799

B+W DM602 g £300 £239

Castle Severn 2 (XD) £580 £459

Chario Hiper 1000 Tower £800 £499 4

Electrocompaniet EC1-1 £2195  £1756 =

Electrocompaniet 581;?2 (Stone) 51195 E?SO £1295 OR £215 DEPOSIT AND 9 X £120

lectrocompaniet EC4 1495 195

Final Music 3 £3500 £2799 (TOTAL PAYABLE £1 295)

Jamo Concert 8 (SH) £1300 £999

Heybrook Optima (XD) £260 £220 ANTH EM CD1

Magnum Dynalab FT 101A £825 £669

Marantz CD67SE (XD) £300 £239

Marantz PM66 Kl Sig (XD) £400 £330

MICROMega Stage 4 £600 £450

MICROMega Stage 5 £750 £599

Neat Critique (SH) £385 £285

Ortofon MC 15 Super Il £130 £99

Restek Sixtant Pwr Amg)( £900 5599 - ;

Roksan Caspian am D £695 549

Roksan Rok One £645 £499 (TOTAL PAYABLE £1495)

Ruark Broadsword £900 £599

Ruark Sceptre £600 £479 OTHER FAVOURITES ALL AVAILABLE OFf

SOLID PB100 £350 £279

SoLIDIICHE 2186 EoR Meridian 508 CD Player Marantz CD17 CD

Sonneteer Campion (SH) £600 £460 - i

TDL RTL3 SE £450 £350 £1995.00 £285 deposﬂ %1)?2?508_5012'9 C;e‘)a%?ét

Teac Tl Transport £550 £439 9 X £190 Total payable ey

Teac V6030S Tape £550 £439 £1995.00 £1099.00

Thorens TD 180 £199 £145 FREE: FREE:

Yamaha A492 £250 £199 ) J Precious Metals
== Precious Metals SS100 SS52 Interconnect Value
[ALL CLEARANCE BARGAINS ARE ONLY AVAILABLE BY Interconnect Value £100 £70
[TELEPHONING OUR MAIL ORDER LINE ON 0181 878 0066 | (subject to status) (eubjeeeto diled)

AVl, ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, BAYER, BOSE, BOULDER, CABLETALK, CASTLE, CHARIO, CITATION,
ELECTROCOMPANIET, EXPOSURE, FINAL, GAMMA ACOUSTICS, GENESIS, HEYBROOK, JAMO, KEF,
LINN, LUMLEY, MAGNUM DYNALAB, MARANTZ, MARSTON, MCINTOSH, MERIDIAN, MICHELL,
MICROMEGA, MONARCHY, MYRYAD, PRECIOUS METALS, PRIMARE, PROJECT, ORTOFON, QED,
QUAD, REVOX, ROKSAN, RUARK, SEQUENCE, SOUNDSTYLE, SONNETEER, SONICLINK,
SENNHEISER, SONIC FRONTIERS, SME, STAX, TDL, TEAC, TOTEM, TRICHORD, TANNOY, TARGET,
XANTEK

Showroom open 10.00 to 6.00 Monday to Saturday
All Major Credit Cards Accepted ® Finance Arranged ¢ 2 Demonstration Rooms

W Hi-FI WORLD
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INTEREST
FREE
CREDIT *

available on selected items)

i-End

WORLDWIDE MAILORDER SERVICE
From Dublin to Durban, Sheffield to Sydney
we'll ship fully insured within days of you

placing your order. Telephone our Mailorder

Hotline NOW ON + 44 (0)181 - 8780066
(INTEREST FREE CREDIT MAILORDER - UK ONLY)

i

(s
®-
]

e
o

ﬁ

- = mrE=E-
;‘. ROKSAY) ..

-

[10KSAE)

ROKSAN CASPIAN Range NOW AT THE HI END

AVAILABLE ON INTEREST FREE CREDIT 0%
TELEPHONE OUR MAILORDER HOTLINE ON 0181 8780066
FOR DETAILS...SHOP FROM HOME
*REMEMBER WE CAN SUPPLY VIRTUALLY ANY BRAND OF
HI-FI YOU REQUIRE AT THE KEENEST PRICES

‘EREST FREE CREDIT (Subject to status)

Roksan Caspian CD
£895.00 £175 deposit
6 x £120 Total payable

£895.00
FREE:
Precious Metals
SS852 Interconnect Value
£70

(subject to status)

Roksan Caspian Amp
£695.00 £125 deposit
6 x £95 Total payable
£695.00
FREE:
10m Soniclink
AST200 BW Value
£100

(subject to status)

NOW DEMONSTRATING
AVI| Pre-amp + Monoblocks - awesome
AV Positron - ignore at your peril
ANTHEM Integrated/Pre/Power- Amplification -
best of Canadian valves
CASTLE SEVERN 2 - frighteningly good value
CYMBOL - HDCD at £1299 - Unreal
CYMBOL - New Integrated amp at £499
ELECTROCOMPANIET - Class A Perfection from
Norway
GAMMA ACOUSTICS RHYTHM - single ended
integrated
GENESIS - Loundspeakers - a refreshing
alternative to Wilson Audio
GRADIENT - Loudspeakers from Finland
JAMO Concert 8 - Awesome
LINN - LP12, HI-FI + Multi Room soiutions
MARANTZ - CD17 K.I. sig - So Real, So Natural
MARSTON AUDIO Silhouette - At last a true competitor
to the Trichord Revelation, well worth a listen
MERIDIAN - 500 Series
MAGNUM DYNALAB - Ultimate reference tuners.
MICROMEGA STAGE/DRIVE - Vinyi like CD - so
natural
PRIMARE - Amp + CD
ROKSAN - Caspian Amp + CD
RUARK - Icon, Sceptre, Broadsword - monitor heaven
RESTEK - The Germans have landed - Challenger
Il, Concret CD “Battleship hi-fi" - Truly remarkable
SONIC FRONTIERS SFCD1 - HDCD - Heaven
SONNETEER CAMPION - The best
SONNETEER ALABASTER - The best gets better
SONNETEER BYRON - A matching CD at last
TOTEM Model 1 - We dare you
TOTEM MANI 2 - Our best loudspeaker
TRICHORD - Revelation and Genesis CD Players

Trichord Revelation

CD Player
“NOW WITH THE
NEW CLOCK 3"
£819.00

Sonneteer Alabaster

----STOP PRESS - - - -

Cymbol CA1

Integrated amp
at only £499.00
there is no substitute

RUARK BEROADSWORD
Brand new boxed

A true British
amp winner at

£899.00 Normally £900.00
Listen if you Yours for only
dare! £599.99

* SUBJECT TO STATUS

HI-FI WORLD




THE MIDLANDS CQUALITY USED
BEST USED ECUIPMENT ENTRA EQUIPMENT, BOUGHT, SOLD, PART
SPECIALISY EXCHANGE

URGENTLY REQUIRED
LINN, NAtM,
MERIDIAN, QUAD, CASH WAITING

TEL/FAX: 0121 783 8227 i @
3 AUDIO

MUSONIC STYLI

SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER &

RRP NQ'|
O SUPPLIER FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS
Cambrdae Auho D3 %80 500
ambridge Audio | =
BPA Renassance CO 1000 695 REPLACEMENTS & ORIGINALS
DPA Enlightment DAC 825 595
Arcam 170 Transport 800 295
Meridian 263 Delta Sigma DAG % 3%
eridian elta ol T n =~
Meridian 208 + 209 + Phono 1850 695 MANY OBSOLETE/78 VERSIONS
Meridian 506 MK2 1000 £595
Acoustic Precision Eikos CD 1850 1250
4ES PICK-UP CARTRIDGES
NVA Phono 1 300 150
Densen B100 650 395
LEB Lo <o 8
Rarm-Naxo 214 (new style) o = RECORD/TAPE/CD ACCESSORIES
Naim 180 1060 695
Nam 62 i 1o
aim
Naim Nait 3 BT 295 WHY NOT TRY US AND HEAR THE
Quad 308" % s DIFFERENCE !!
Quad 303 x 3 N/A 95
Quad 405 Mk2 2x3 (full recent Quad rebuild) 500 275
Bryston O.5. preamp (lifetime warranty) 850 350
Maeridian 541 Processor 1150 695 For prices tel/fax/e_mail to:_
SPEAKERS
Linn Kaber Active (walnut |atest) 2750 995
Naim IBL black 1000 395 ] ]
agggsﬁckEggg J A1+ stands 1958 o5 MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED
eybr exfets waln Toas :
hﬂ_e¥id§§‘,’, D600 (Biga e R cavond 3000 1498 Unit 13 Wenta Business Centre Colne Way
inn Sara 9 + stands .
Linn Kans + stands (Teak) 500 195 Watford Hertfordshire WD2 4ND
Quad ESL 57 N/A 195
— e T NP 8 Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355
Linn Active - Cards for Keltiks N/A POA 5 5 5
e-mail:musonic @compuserve.com
Oracle Delphi + Alphason HR100 2000 595
yamens 55 82| | e =
Siltech HF6 1/2 metre Digital Link 100 50 VISA SIMPLY THE BEST -
Michell Transcriptor + SME 3009 N/A 295 -

| A MANTRA AUDIO

CARTRIDGE SELECTION STYLUS | REPLACEMENT STYLI

Audlo Technica ADC XLM Mi ) s
AT95E £21 £13 Akal o Y o
AT110E £25 £13 Qual ON 145 E, DN 165 € £13.50
ATOC 9 £280 £210 £X | Goldring G800 Super E £13.50

Denon e DT 55, OT 60 £9
oL 110 £70 £55 EX | National  EPS24CS,P30D,P33D £9
oL 304 £190 £160 EX Ortofon ;:015 EN, VMS 20EN, OM 20 gg?ﬂ

Goldring Ploneer PN 210, PN 220, PN 240 £9
1012 GX £74 £48 Shure N75C,SC35C, £9
1022 GX £90 £60 N75EDT2,N75EJ T2 £11
1042 £110 £74 N95SED, N9SEJ, N753(78) £13.50
glnlca il 302 ga g :ngr;i: N 97 HE, VN 35 HE gg.su

te 00 53 . :
Excel VX cass £3a2 £x | SO HRW2G.NDISOG.ND1SSG B8

Grado

*** OVER 500 STYL) TYPES STOCKED °°**
:rest:ue Blalck g“ g“ Al Swiss quality dlamond styli except * originals
on 0:3:1 e Gold ol ORTOFON DJ PACKS (CARTRIOGE + 2 STYLI)
Concorde Pro SSS Pack £67 Stylus £15
5M1(? 15 Super Il 5:1’;0 ggZ EX Concorde Nightclub SSS Pack  £106 Stylus £27
P Concorde Nightclub EEE Pack £82 Stylus £33
mg fg :L g;g ggg §§ Concorde DJ SSS Pack £82 Stylus £21
MG H NE SELECTION
MC 20 Supreme £330 £280 £x | "AOTMONESE
MC 30 Supreme £392 £333 EX | GRADO  Prestige Series SR-40 £45
Rohmann £725 £645 EX g::g g:
Shure i
SR125  £135
V15V XMR £265 £178 SR-225 £180
SC35X £29 f£20 SR-325 £270
" . Reference Series RS-1 £590
EX - Exchange price against any type of RS-2 (new) £425
moving coil cartridge RECORD/DISC CLEANER KT REALL

See our Website for full selection,
i i Milty Permaciean Record Rieaner £12.00 £8.00
special offers and technical data PermasalAmistatic Sy, D200 5800
hitp://www.mantra-audio.co.uk CO Cieaner 0 50

L ORDER 0 DAYS) PRICES (INC P&P) ARE BEST WE CAN OFFER THROUGH COMPETITIVE SOURCING UK &
AINLANO EUROPE  ALL ITELIS CARRY FULL MANUFACTURERS GUARANTEE -
PLEASE NOTE WE DO NOT ACCEPT CREOIT CAROS -
DVERSEAS CUSTOMERS PLEASE AOD £5.00 T0 ORDERS OVER £50 IN VALUE TD COVER INSURANCE

Tel/Fax (01757) 288652 e-mail: enquiry@mantra-audio.co.uk
MANTRA AUOIO (HFW), 22 GARTH AVENUE, NORTH OUFFIELO, SELBY, NORTH YORKS Y08 SRP
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THE EMPORIUM

28 St Nicholas Street, Diss, Norfolk 1P22 3LB
Tel/Fax: 01379 650744

=mporium@zetnet.co.uk
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SOUND-BYTES

,@ High Density Filler for Speakers and Stands

=
-
N e

N

I There is no doubt, that for maximum speaker performance, your stands or mass loadable

. ‘ floorstanding speckers must be filled with o suitable mass loading material. Our small

{1 diamond shaped steel chips are designed to almost completely elimir.are pillar and
f cabinet resonance that would normally cdversely effect speaker performance.

= Bit don't just take our word for it, indegendent recommendations from the stand and
g speaker manufacturess listed below speak for themselves as do the glowing reviews :
BYGe from the Hi-Fi press. In addition we have just celebrated a record breaking sales figure Bl
= IA of 25 TONNES of material sold throughout the UK over the last 12 months. All these oy '
- i -‘

safes and not a single complaint - only lewters of thanks from satisfied customers!

FOR MASS LOADING, THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE!

WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY: "Ifil improve your unfilled
"listening tests proved'conclusively stands, budget or dear” Kf_".‘ ;(."::I"

"Not only was the bass tighter and better to my mind that SOUND-BYES ore 5

defined, but midrange became better thoroughly effective" onathai ekt es

focusedand treble more precise.”  Dominic Baker. CYBERF: (" AVAILABLE MAIL ORDER Fnol\ﬂ
Hi-Fi World

Colin Mackenzie s
RECOMMENDED BY THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS: HI-FI-CORNER

chtgnd's No.1
APOLLO, ATACAMA AUDIO, B&W, KLH, KUDOS, MISSION, F1 Company

MONITOR AUDIO, PARTINGTON, REVOLVER, RUARK, Tel: 0131 556 7901

SOUNDSTYLE, SOUND ORGANISATION, TARGET ONLY £24.95 + £5.00 P&P J
N—

AUDIOLAB - TANNOY -DENSEN - BOSE - AUDIOQUEST - ARCAM- REGA - AUDIO ANALOGUE -UNISON RESEARCH - OPERA

From our original premises in Sauchiehall Street.
and then onto our previous address at Woodlands
Road, James Kerr has been giving expert advice to

enthusiasts for the best part of fifty years. What
has not changed, however, is the traditional values

of good service and advice.

We have in our dedicated listening rooms not only
the best in quality Hi-Fi but also:

F I

High End Audio - Listen to some serious Hi-Fi. We have exclusive dealerships on some of the best equipment
avai.able.

Multi-room - How would you like a home in which no wires or speakers were seen, and the ecuipment was
hidden? Why not come in and havz a demonstration of our ‘'multi-room' system.

Kerrs Commercial - Professional instaltation of background music systems.

Budget Hi-Fi - At James Kerr we use our skill to pick the best value Hi-Fi systems from £250 to whatever your
bank manager allows. Plus quality mini systems from TEAC and Denon.

Rental - of TV, video recorders, Hi-Fi anc home cinema equipment.

Quazlity DJ Equipment - Turntable and mixer packages from Tech-
nics, KAM, ana Vestax starting at £400.

8 145 BATH STREET
Home Cinema - Listen to a w:de range of fantastic home cinema oy T GLASGOW
equipment products in our audio visual suite. = ' TEL: 0141 226 5711

ASK FOR JAMIE OF COLIN

TEAC - PROJECT - ORTOFON - MICHELL - TARGET - QED - MARANTZ - NAD - DENON -KELVYIN - PANASONIC - SOUND-BYTES

STANDS UNIQUE -CYRUS - ONKYO - QUAD - RUARK - SENNHEISER - CABLETALK
GOOMNZIN - ¥BINI-T13H - ITALSANNOS - JINVNAQHIAZE - NOISSIN - I1LSVD - MBE




[AUIDIO

Berks SL3 8NB

TEL: (01753) 542761 FAX: (01753) 772532
OPENING HOURS:

am -8pm Monday - Saturday (By appointment) J

acurus

TLILUSITON Classé Audio : Enlightened Audio Designs
e e EUPHONIA ISOLATION DEVICES

RENAISSANCE AUDIO
KORA : MIRAGE

EX. DEMO / PART EXCHANGE - ALL ITEMS GUARANTEED & MINT
SEE PRICE GUIDE - OR MAKE US AN OFFER NEW!!

MISCELLANEOLUS - EX.DEMO - MINT

CF 3001 CRT Projector (£4000) _EZWSJ NTSC Top Player (£1800)

SECOND HAND - MINT e
i Pioneer Elite Laserdisc Player

-y ALORE™ —
z “1(3-11?8 III.EI)_-'(ND:(I;IN?:'SI’\’/"ETl (Reasonable please ! ! ) HOT SOUND that can
‘ CABLES - EX.DEMO tand up to a Cold Shower...........
E&):M)w Pure Class A Integrated Line Tube MWP 6.0M Speaker Cable (Pair)(£712) £462 High Performance
Amplifier (£1850) £1350 o .
50: 50w Pure Class A Integrated Line Tube THE BIPOLAR CREATORS High Endurance .............. OASIS
Amplifier (£2700) £2050 [ MIRAGE EX.DEMO - MINT rrhe new All-Weather
[100SB: 80w Pure Triode Monoblocks + Bal. S/E | M-290:- 2 Way Audiophile Compact
Inputs & Resonance Tuned Chassis (£5350)  £4350 ’ i €00)  £249 [Speaker form MIRAGE

Never mind the Weather
L' Available in Black or White

‘elephone for your Nearest Stockists
Offers [~ — E

CLASSE AUDIO - EX.DEMO - MINT

CAP-100:100w Remote Balanced Integrated
Amplifier (Black ) £2000) £1595

CA-200: 200w/500w Balanced Stereo/Mono Switchable
Power Amplifier (Black) (£3000) £2495

CA-400: 400w/1400w Balanced Stereo/Mono Switchable
Power Amplifier (Silver) (£5500) £4250

MISCELLANEOUS - SECOND HAND - MINT

Pink Triangle Da Capo DAC with 1307 Chip including
Battery Power Supply - Mint (£3000) £1695

Mark Levinson: No. 27.5 Power Amplifier - Still under
warranty (£5400) £3200

Counterpoint: SA20 220w Valve Hybrid Power
Amplifier (£3000+) £1150
ALL S/HAND ITEMS BOXED AND GUARANTEED

[ 1ST COME 1ST SERVED - ONLY ONE OF EACH ITEM UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED (EX.DEM/S/HANIW

*Mail Order Service * Export Facilities: * All Major Credit Cards Accepted

DEFINITIVE AUDIO

SELECTED PRODUCTS FROM:
ARCADIA, AUDIO INNOVATIONS, AUDIO NOTE,
BORDER PATROL, BRAVURA, GOLDRING,
HORNING, LIVING VOICE, SME, VOYD

SERVICES:

AUDIO INNOVATIONS valve amplifier repair, service
and spare parts (most parts available including
replacement mains and output transformers): We can
repair and service most makes of valve amplifier both
vintage and modermn.

KIT VALVE AMPLIFIER assembly service: Thinking of

buying a valve amplifier kit but not sure if you can put it
together? Then give us a call. Assembled kits delivered
back fully tested: phone for details and prices.

USED AND EX-DEMONSTRATION EQUIPMENT FOR SALE:

Offer List

GOLDRING Excel VX moving coil cartridge (demo <20hrs) £395 (£525)
VOYD, The Voyd, 3 motor split-phase mahogany £895 (£1850)
HELIUS Cyalene tonearm (AudioNote silver wired) £800 (€£1799)
BORDER PATROL 300B SE 10W single-ended poweramp  £1750  (£2500)
AUDIO INNOVATIONS S500 integrated valve amp £495 (£1200)
AUDIO INNOVATIONS S200 pre-amp £175 (£350)
NAIM NAC 42 offers
AUDIONOTE AN SPX silver speaker cable. ( Two 3m sets). £995/set (£2750)
AUDIO INNOVATIONS S1000 moving coil step up £125 (£350)

TEL/FAX: BRIGHTON 01273 276716

w JULY 1998

NOW
765 00
99.00
21800
478 00
638 00
1038 00
44800
1699 00
334000
1386 00
509 00
57800
64500
926 00
1450 00
272800
23900
359 00
419,00
39900
76500
479.00
49300
24995
§99.00
1355 00
12500
37500
399 00
23900
24900
335.00

Audio Designs
of East Grlnsteag
Mail Order and Export Service
PRODUCT STATUS WAS NOW PRODUCT STATUS WAS
Arcam Alpha 9P Power Ampiitier x/d 39990 33990 LinnWakonda Phono xd 90000
Arcam Xeta 2 vd  649.90 54990 Misston 73C x/d-new149 90
Audiolab 8000M (2} wd 1599.80 135800 Mission 750LE x/d-new248 00
Castle Isis xd 24990 21500 Mission 752F xd 57800
Castle Tay xd 34990 29700 Mission 753F wd 79800
Castle Severn2 xd 57800 489.00 Mission 754F xd 1298 00
Castle Avon wd 84990 72200 Mission 75 AS Sub wd 54800
Chord Electronics - SPM1200 sh 190000 Nam CD2 xd 2000 00
Cyrus DADI xd 398,00 33800 Nam CDS latest spec i 394000
Cyrus DAD3 xd 59800 50800 Nam NA AN wd 173000
Cyrus Pre xd 64800 55000 Nam SBL wd 1970 00
Cyrus Power xd 49800 423.00 Nam Intro xd 68000
Cyrus AV Master xfdnew 69800 49800 Naim 72 xd 74500
Cyrus FM7 xd 39800 33800 Nam NAP 180 wd 109000
Cyrus un xd 59800 508.00 Naim NAP 250 xd 170500
Cyrus SL xd 39800 33800 Nam NAP 135 sh 341000
Cyrus PSXR xd 32800 27800 Naim325 s/
Epos ES25 xd 165500 136500 Pioneer Precision A300R xd 399300
Linn Arkiv xd 1000.00 60000 Pioneer Precision PDS505 xd 46900
Linn LP12 - Lingo/Ekos/Trolka s/ 175000 Pioneer CLD 515 xd 54900
Linn LP12 Basic’Akito s/h 181000 99900 Pioneer D-05 new 89995
Linn Lingo sh 750.00 565.00 Quad 77 Amplifer - Nextel xd 69995
Linn Ekos xd 150000 1125.00 Quad 77 Amplifter - Carbon new 69995
Linn LK100 new 65000 58500 Quad77 System Console new 29995
Linn LK240 xd 75000 650.00 QuadESL63 xd 344995
Linn Klout s/h 240000 149300 Rel Stentor xd 179500
Linn Numerk s¢h 150000 99900 Rotel RSP 360 xd 40000
Linn Keilidh Cherry s 850.00 68000 SonyMDP 850 xd 74900
Linn Kerlidh Bik sh 750.00 60000 Sony SLV E920 wd-new 469 00
Linn Keiltik Walnut s¢h 600000 360000 Nokia Sat 1800 x/d 29900
Linn Kremiin ¢h 260000 56000 Yamaha DSPAS90 34995
Linn Kairn Phono s/h 1750.00 1190.00 Thorens TD166 wd 41900
Authorised Stockists of: ARCAM, AUDIOLAB, CASTLE, CHORD CO,
CYRUS, EPOS, LINN, MARANTZ, MERIDIAN, MISSION, NAIM, PIONEER, QUAD,
REL, ROTLL SONY, SOUNDSTYLE, STANDS UNIQU[ TARGET,
YAMAHA & MORE
26 High Street, East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 3AS
Open Mon-Sat 9.30 - 6.00 Tel: 01342 314569/328065
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available

Beard P100 power cmplifier. Good condition. A true
£675

valve power house s/h
Audio Analogue Puccini SE amplifier, x/d boxec
5

warranted (££95) £495

Grant G60S integrated vaive omplifier with excellen-
phono stage Good condltion s/h
£32 to clear

Harbeth K6 compact monitoi laudspeakers. Chemry
veneer, mint conation. Stunring. with motchingq
Harbeth  veneared “gillar stands /h
(£1050) B ¥ i £675

Keswick Audio Valante loud-puaken, eriginal (anc
best) spec In satn black lacquer, Compact
attractive floor standers excelient with low power
210 etc s/h
£295

valves,

Sugden
(£550) b

Michell Argo line level preamolifer. Good condihor
s/h (€730) Choice of two ..... varirerramsier. 5295

Ortofon 720 MC step up transformers. S/H, boxed,
excellent (£229) £150

Quantum Min<trel lntegrated valve ampilfier
s/h, as new (£995) £475

Sugdnn SDA DAC. _atest style perfect (9795) s/r'

Sugden SDD / SDA CD trcnwcrf + DAC Excellenf
condition s/h (£1696) £995

Sugdnn C28 / P28 pre / pawer ompllller s/h
£2

Sugden A21a in~egrated pure: ciass A ampiifier. Mint
conditlon s/h (£739) £495

Trichord Revelatinn CD glayer clock 2 spec
excellent cordltion s/h (£820) £475

Trichord Digital Turntable CD transport inc.
balanced digital output. Good zondition s/h
(£799)

rtilesham heath

h suffolk 1 P5 J U A
A W) 6.3 11 »5% 8 98
demon.co.uk
s.demon.co.uk/

gnal

SALE OF EX-DEMO
STOCK

ITEM M.R.R.P PRICE
KEF REFERENCE MODEL 4 £3899 £2899
DYNAUDIO CONTOUR 1.8 FLOORSTANDING

SPEAKERS IN CHERRY £1842 £1195
BLUEPRINT POINT 1 £1000 £695
RESTEK CONCRET CD PLAYER £2500 £1750
MYRYAD Ml 120 INT AMP £600 £450
MP100 BALANCED OUT PRE-AMP £600 £450
MC100 CD PLAYER £700 £500
ALCHEMIST FORSETTI INT. AMP £1000 £750
FORSETTI TRANSPORT AND DAC £2000 £1500
ALCHEMIST NEXUS CD PLAYER £600 £400
JOHN SHEARNE 2.5 INT AMP £490 £350
PHASE 3.5 POWER AMP £450 £350

SOUND OF MUSIC
93-95 Nantwich Road, Crewe
TEL: 01270 214143

University Audio

SALE OF DISPLAY
& EX DEMONSTRATION
LINN HIFI ITEMS

SEKRIT ON WALL £195.00
SEKRIT IN WALL £195.00
KAIRN PRE (LINE) £695.00
MAIJIK (LINE) £495.00
LK 100 (PA) £449.00
AV 5103 CONTROLLER £2950.00
KLOUT POWER AMP £1395.00
KAIRN PRE (LINE) £695.00
WAKONDA PRE (LINE) £395.00
MIMIK (CD) £595.00
KELTIK (CHERRY) £2950.00
KABER ACTIVE £950.00
KAIRN PRE (PH) £895.00

FOR FULL DETAILS
PLEASE CONTACT
UNIVERSITY AUDIO
1-2 PEAS HILL CAMBRIDGE
CB2 3PP
Tel: 01223 354237
Fax: 01223 322079

JULY 1998 W




Affordable Audio - (Northampton)
Clffordable Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists
e o .
@ le 168 Wellingborough Road Northampton NNI 4DU
pivcg o0 2, BRER Tel / Fax: (01604) 231261 or 845138 Mobile (0370) 877893
A(mdwmd\mngmlwﬂ m %!u A‘!hmxlofwmdmgmgmlws* Equralent ::; A‘:kdimolommrd\xgngoﬁmlwnk Equrvaient Sae
guaranteed] dl bty guaranteed) New Prce hey guaranteed) New Prce Prce

AMPLIFIERS 1L RTL3 floorstanders {rosewood) {g.) s/h 400.00 249.95  Rotel RCD 965 BX umolegn(hord Clock 2 Mod) (g} sih 450.00 22995
Beard CA3S Yalve Pre-Amp (Phono Stage) (vgc) s/b 100000 45000 1L Near field monitors (smalf) rosewood {vgc) s/h 95.00 7995 Maran (D 72 SE copper dad chassis et (mint) s/h 600.00 329.95
Quad 44 Pre-Amp grey) (vge) oh 70000 24995  Wharfedale Modus I (;Iack) (mint as new) s/h 20000 14995 Marantx (D 75 remote/digital out etc {mint) s/h 30000 12998
Quad 44 Are-Amp %mwu fg <) ofh 70000 24995  Wharfedale Diamond 7.2 (black) (new) 140.00 12995 Marantz (D 67 remote (mint/as new) s/h 270.00 18995
Quad 66 Pre-Amp/remote control station (vg¢) /b 879.00 44995 Celestion SL6S (black fair cond) /b 400.00+ 22995 Proneer PD 9700 remote/digital out {mint) s/h 40000 129.95
Quad 306 Power Amp (g.¢ s/h 40000 22995 Pioneer PDS 703 Legato remote (mint) sth 300.00+ 169.95
Quad 306 Power Amp %;!mm 25 new) uh 40000 249.95 PRODUCT OF THE MONTH :-0"“' '235'%%' (stable platter) remore (vg¢) x;: ?gggg+ 233;2
?;‘,::h?ﬂof,z'xm::"‘l"ma'::'lﬂ "" “""""g J :;: i :f;;g Alphason Sonata Turntable in Rosewood with Xenon MCS Tonearm and H';,',';;'H[ 100 ,(,',',‘,':,l,) {mndas new) b 70000 49998
Kinshaw Qverture int 2x4 watts (mxm};new) s/h 3500 22995 Emp"e 9001IM M cartndge Complete with Atlas Power SUPP'Y Mendian 208 CO/Preamp ("%3 s/h 1550.00  795.95
Aura Evolution ¥A100 int (vge) sh 30000 18995 This turntable package sounds superb.In mint condition/ Philips (D1 210 {Iteractive (D Player) remote {mint} s/ 400.00 159.95
Pioneer MO0 {original) mt Erg() st 280.00 179.95 original cartons /Manuals. {uh:'cds SLDPG r380A f| 1(( dasnen) s;: ;gggg‘r |;;;§
Denon PMA250 (130 warr) (ment) vh 18000 to dear?9.95 ambndge DacMapi [mint/as new s I A
Luxman I 502 "Adnnte) direct coupled Pre-Amp(vg() - 14998 R R PA-0-0-048 AA PRICET95.000 DPA Little Bit One DAC (v “ sh 30000 169.95
:n[;mn (ann 117PSX {late black steel)(g.) st $50.00 32998 Musical Fidehty X Act DAC (new) o - - 129.95

AD 1000 Pre-A h 20000 799 g

NAD 304 "“r(e -(mp ) Zh 230.00 |49_92 Tannoy 636 floorstanders inc “heavy stands”(black{vgq) sh 47000 249.95  Mordaunt Short Oecoder One. Dolby Pro Logic processor
Technics SU ¥ sJ int g9 Jh . 4995  Tannoy 625 ALF 100 watts actrve sub mint) s/ho 60000 37995  Builtn centrefrear T mint) s/h 40000 16995
Chameleon Ruby Power Amp (2x200 warts 8€2} {vg¢) o/h 120000 49995  MarkTalsman | ] {rosewood) (mml% /b 75000 49999  Technics $A GK 350 Dolby Pro Logic remote recewer (v s/h 330.00  219.95
Rotel KB 870 BX Power Amp (vpc)(2x120 watts 55 09 s/h 2000 (49.95  Ruark Templar | ] (lightoak) (mint) s 600.00 399.95  Yamaha DSP E1000 Dolby "'° l°z" remote processors
Kenwood ICH 208 Power Am 6’2‘8 oh 20000 13995  System 93?m(emdek {mint as new) s/ 400.00  299.95 gul" -in centre/rear amps) {vgc) s/h 70000 299.95
Onux OAZ1 (2640 watts g r sh - 109.95  Quad 77 10L (yew) (mint as new wirtually unused s/h 600.00  499.95 nnbeiser H 475 hea phonu {new) - 8000 6995
Musical Fidelty Electra E2 n Amp {mint as new) s/h 60000 449.95  Harman Kardon LS 0500 (Kevlar drivers) (black) {min) s/h 45000 29995 Beyer DT 801 hﬂ‘rhom (m""L sh 150.00  99.95
Musical Fidelity Electra E300Power Amp (unt s new) s/h 60000 449.00  Lumley Reference 3 (ight oak) (ming) sfb 90000 549,95 YivancoIR 7900 inira red headphanes (mint) s/h 12000 89.95
Musical Fidelty X pre valve Pre-Amp (new) . . 199.95  Nam zredo {ebony) floorstanders (g.c} sh 1060.00 695.95  Yivanco SR 850 hudrhanex (new) $9.95 4995
Husical Fidelity XASO manobloc Power amps x2(new) . . 499.95  Castle 18IS 8yaw) {mint as new wirtually unused st 270.00 199.00  Jamo Centre SO (shielded centre speaker) {mint) s/h 12000 59.95
Mycyad M1120 remote nt Amp/phono stage (mintas new) ~ s/h 700.00 499.99  Canon SB00 passive sub (vgq) s/h 20000 19.00  Jamo 220 Surround Speakers (rear) {mint) /b 9000 5995
Papworth Audio 100 valve monoblac Power Amps s/h 380000 2250.00  Lnn S110 surrond speakers (m-mg s/ 295.00 195,00 Jamo mini surrounds frear) (munt) s/h 4995 29.95
2,?00 watts 8C2 (mint as new) s/h 380000 225095  Meybrook HBI (wainut) nc Pront five Stands (g.c) b 280.00+ 119.95  Quad equipment racks (2 i stock) (mint) s/h 10000 4995
MAF passive line controller (all gold phono/$ e imputs) sho - 59.95  Gniffin Omega 25+ (walnut) {vgc) s - 149.95 Suund Organisanion LS wall brackets (unused) st S0.00+ 24.99
Husical Fidehity KA L int (new and exceptional} L | 47999  B&W DM 1600 (black) (good wnd but no gnlls) Hence s/ho 380.00 14995 arget 176 eqm;menl stand (g. { sh - 39.95

TURNTABLES RA Labs (Allson) Ref 4R (black) new ex-dem 170.00  149.95 Huuul Fidelity X Cite (stand for K Senes) (New) - 29.95
Pink Triangle/Zeta Yanden Hul wired/Decca Gold (vgc) s/hloads  595.00 CASSETTE DECKS/REEL 10 REEL ETC: ny MOX 61 minidisc x6 car auto changer {unused) mint) /b 500 00 269.95
Gerrard 4&| n “Yoyd” prano black plinth/Rega RHOO 3 Ie( nics S0 HDSO remote micro system (only weeks old) (mint) s/h 45000 34995

B P 8 Technics RS TR373 twin decks/auto rev etc {mint) s/ 200004 13995, g0 Quest Indigo Quartz bi-wire cables, 2x3 metres dh - NA000
Rega Bias cartridge (mint) s/h loads 49995 Technies RSBXBOS HX pro/DBK et g.¢) st - 11995 pairs n stock _E, i Imetres dh - 30.00
Transrotor/silver wired Mission 774/Rega Bias (vgq) s/h loads $95.00  Techmcs RSBXSOS HX pro etc (29 Jh - 12995 oo 1 ho 000
Sansur XP99 {big heavy Jap direct drrve] (v ¢ sh - 12900 ; an i-wire terminated 2x3 metres y :
g p (3 NAD 6340 Playtrim etc (vge) sth 20000+ 99.99 QED Qudos Profile 8 d 1x6 )
Dunlop Systemdeck 11X /LINN Basik L1 D Qudos Profile 8 terminated 2x6 metres st - 49.95
Arump[ T cartndge (affromosia) (g sth 129.95 ::‘I;‘;“I‘;Blguzl“ o ‘;h 000y By NaimMACS cableat s 00 per metre
- . .00+ ) “NAR'
Michell Focus one ni 3009 $/2 arm/LINN K§ (vg¢) dh - 1995 il Fldeilg“‘ﬂ:l:?l;'éio"dlgllil uner ming) :/: %gggg I;;;z Large selection of ‘NAB' alloy reels of tape (some unused) s/b loads  from 10.00
:uheﬂls :c;z;l;g '53250/:?[ '('AG ;anndze (vgd s/h 52500 i;;;; Tamaha 8590 05 digital tuner {mint as new) s/h 18000 13995 *** GOODHI-FI SEPARATES WANTED ***
Rl AL . Quad FM.4 wner (brown) {ming s/ 42400 249.95 Don't forget we can offer mail order. All major credit cards accepted.
Good Tumtables/Arms/Cartridges/Phono Stages Always Wanled. Lﬁ: g:%%lehhﬂ:/ II)B( Eve (ngl 1% <) ‘5: :“:3 :;;;2 Phone anytime wllh‘your wants, stock changing darly.All equipment s sold :uh warranues
W, ead/electrome Dias etc (vg¢ § loads 3 Wy ! .exch: f the ab:
Hission 753 ders fblack LOUDSPLARER} oh 70000 44900 Sony M2 E3 portable mint-disc playerévgt sth 23000 12498 e
":::::: 701/1?53?1!23({ '::' )(g:‘“d';“ as new) o . 109.95 Sony MOS 303 remote mini-disc recorder (vg¢) st 500.00  269.95 Afordable Audio 1s always keen to buy, {or part-exchange)
Mission 7641 floor u(mdm (ﬁbluk) 89 s/h 436 00 12995 Arcam Delta 80 3 band digital tuner (vgc) s/h 280.00  149.00 Good quality Hi-Fu separates in gaod condition. Especially top British manufacturers products!
i \ COMPACT DISC PLAYERS

iwon ;;E :;Tf,'d"fd'ff"'"‘::;ﬂk:‘,'"({,l‘,‘(:;'(’m,m, 5: ;2888 '2;;2 Rotel RCD 945 AX remote }m.m) SR LTI R LCKL We can also sell /our equipment for you on a commission basis
famo daswc 6 floorstanders {rosewood) (mint) uh 36000 18995 Potel RCD 965 B remote {rgq st 30000 169.95 {Lowest rates/best return) (Please phone Paul for details])

HIGH END
AUDIO FoR IAN HARRISON HI-FI oA
INCLUDING SUNDAYS
DISP 0 SAL AT HIFI AT DISCOUNT PRICES. FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE & SAVE UP TO 45% OFF THE RRP.
GIVE-AWAY CARTRIDGES & STYU  TONEARMS CASSETTE DECKS COMPACT DISC
PRICES'! DENON ROKSAN PIONEER PIONEER
84 PENDARVES STREET, TUCKINGMILL, CAMBORNE CORNWALL Sl SME TEAC TEAC
R14 8NJ 01209 71077 gtgu'%TENgHN'CA MOTH SONY SDCEJ% N
N_ew, Used and l-dem ‘ AUDIOQUEST WILONBENESGR yD,fu/c\)ﬁA YAMAHA
Arcam Alpha Plus CD £250.00 U LONDo(r:JJL(Jlg!/f‘;\gcof’rv\J ?"A’;RC’)\'K,.TZ gﬁf\gm
Beyerdynamic DT511 headphones £75.00 N ARCAM PHILIPS
Dac Magic 1 £93.00 U GRADO SME CREEK
Electrocompaniet AW100DMB dual mono power amp £POA N ROKSAN TECHNICS
Electrocompaniet EC4.6 line level pre-amp, remote control £POA N VAN DEN HUL STRATOSPHERE TUNERS
Grado SR325 headphones £199.00 N ORTOFON S OTHERS TEAC SONY
Heybrook TT2/Linn Basik LVX £150.00 U & OTHERS TASCAM DENON
Kinshaw Overture DAC £199.00 N AUDIO NOTE SONY PIONEER
Kinshaw Perception pre-amp £350.00 U WILSON BENESCH EOSTEN YAMAHA
Linn Kairn pre-amp £700.00 U DM < 1l4] MINI DISC MARANTZ
Micromega Minium amp £200.00 X URNITURE QUAD
Micromega Minium s| eakers black £200.00 X SONY PHILIPS
Pioneer A-400 ampnf £165.00 U ?g)ﬂk}gmw -
QEDVector Reference pre-amp £269.00 N e PROEKT CDR R
QED Digit Plus DAC £150.00 N 1 SONY SOUND QUAD
Sanyo Plus N55 Noise reduction system £300.00 U ORGANISATION | PIONEER DENON
SME 20/2 precision turntable £POA N MARANTZ
SME 20/2A as above with Series V arm £POA N REEL-REEL PIONEER
SME Series V pick-up arm £POA N 1 TUDER YAMAHA
SME 3009 ser |ll carrying arm model CA1 £20.00 U BEY] SONIC UNK IS'AIEICAM MARANTZ
TDL Studio 1 loudspeakers, walnut £450.00 U SONY AUDIOQUEST PHILIPS
TDL T-Line 2 loudspeakers, rosewood £450.00 N AKG AUDIO-TECHNICA & OTHERS
Plus more, phone with your requirements GR/E\)?(S)- ‘_fg\‘ﬁﬁ,'jg B ' 'Wnﬁi"ﬁi"mé !:‘%xso
WE ARE DEALERS FOR THE FOLLOWING AUDIO PRODUCTS:- TECHNICA EX/DEM OR EX DISPLAY GOODS. NO
AKG, Audio Technica, Bandridge, Beyerdynamic, Bose, Cerwin Vega, Denon, GREY IMPORTS.
Electrocompaniet, Goldring, Grado, Harman, JBL, JM Labs, Klipsh, Musical Technology,
Neat Acoustics, Project, QED, Quad. Rotel, SME, Sugden, TDL, Teac, Thorens, Trichod
Research, others please enquire.
DVD, LASER DISC AND PROJECTION SYSTEMS NOW AVAILABLE
Also consult us for you high (or low) end repairs/mods, CD re-clocking, LASER DISC
AC3 UPGRADES - PIONEER, SONV, PHILIPS, DENON. We are valve and transistor
o o R . £2%"
' DUE TO THE ADVENT OF TRICHORD CLOCK Il WE NOW HAVE A HONE O Ti . Y 5 :
EHM-BED CL(()JSK i SAQE '%%oﬁ-%ANSP%RTOEﬁ-E%ﬂ'OEg% PHONE OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS, BROCHURES OR PRICES
MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM; IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON,
INCLUDING RETURN CARRIAGE DENBY, DE65 6GQ. TEL: 01283 702875. 9am - 9pm INCLUDING SUNDAYS.
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’ \ 202 FINDON ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX. BN 14 0EJ

ViSA, HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD. .Ys4 TEL. 01903-872288 OR (AFTER HOURS) 0860 660001 F AX. 01903-872234
R - e-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com htipy//swww hifi-stereo.com
HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT GRADIENT OUAD X Qver £295  LUMLEY Promenade SP1 Loudspeakers (NEW) 250
EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE REVOX H £495  CR DEVELOPMENTS Remus valve amp 995

CROMEGA Stage 6 CD Player £595 MARK LEVINSON 36/37 CD Player £5995  TECHNICS SLQ30 Turntabl 125
MARK LE ,P332 Powe,VAm Ex Dern gia5  ARCAM Delta Black Box Il DAC Bored £172  BOULDER 250 A& Powe: Arifier MINT £1935
CAMB RIDGE CD Player P 305 QUAD 66 £295 KOETSU BLACK MC Cart ndge (Upgraded to Hi-Spec by Sugano} ~ £935

MERIDIAN y 595 MARK LEVINSO 3805 Pre-Amplifier £5495 BEARO P100 Monoblock: 995
HELIUS Sllverwwed Tonearm 995  LUXMAN T-14 Tuner (Lab Stan ard} £550  LUXMAN T1l] Tun 450
AUDIO NOTE |0 Limited cartridge & PSU £2750 STUDER A807 PFO la e recorder MINT £3750 YAMAHRA CDX AX 195
MARK LEVINSON 38 Pre-Amp Mint/Boxed £5705  MARK LEVINSON ML) Pre- amg with Phong £895  AUDIO RESEARCH SP9 K Il Stereo Pre-amp £1295
NAKAMICHI ZXL1000 Tape Dgck B&W Serviced £1805  HEYBROOK Quartets & stands Ex Dem(£840) £595  AUDIO TECHNICA At 1 Ca r|d8 395
B&W 801 Series iI's p £1850 AUDIO NOTE ANS7 Step-up Transformer £3000 LYRA Pamassus DCT Cart. Ex Oem Guaranteed £1200
THIEL 2.2 Speakers (Morado) g995  QUA o £195 KAMICHI b327 Cassette Deck 595
AUDIONOTE P4 Monoblocks £3395 VOYD T l/SME V & |earaud|o Delza Cart. £2495 LUX N 5T50 Tuner 495
REVOX B215S Cassette Dec 2905  AUDIO RESEARCH 00 Amp ifier £2995 MARK LEVINSON 388 pre-amp ex-demo £4850
LUXMAN 1000 Pre-Am & M 4000 Power Ami £1495  MARKLEVINSON 28 Pre-Amp £1995  KEF 107 MK ll Speakers (Rosewood) Mint/Boxed £2495
SPICA SERVO Subwoote? P 295 SOL STICE AAD speakers with stands £495 MERIDIAN 263 DAC 249
VOYD Standard Turntable. MINT £1495 OUAD Pre-Amp £195  MILLER & KREISEL MX100 Subwoofer Excellent 795
MARK LEVINSON 35 Dac EX DEM £5705 ELL KRS Reference six box pre-amp £3250  LUXMAN M2000 Ampiifier 495
DENON TU - 260/260L T £85 AUDIO NO ANE/SE L/Speakers (FNeneer Rosewood) ~ £3995
MISSION 782 Loudspeakets with stand 555 LUXMAN 63500 KT88 tero power ampiler £1295 EX-DEM EXPOSURE EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE

AT A 33 Koudspeakers wih slands 598 AUDIONOTE ONoAK £34995  PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR LIST OF MAIN UK DEALERS FOR THIEL SPEAKERS
KEF 104 Louds eak eré’ 450 (’]ﬂ‘éRDANTZ t8[5) CD&P’Layef PSU E?gg FOR AN UP-TO-THE MINUTE LIST VISIT OUR WEB SITE:
DENON 10 Stereo Cassette Deck 1p5  Q.ED. Digit Dac & Po hitp://www.hfi-stereo.com
AUDIONOTE M2 Line Pre Amp 599 ORACLE Premier MK I1] Turmable With PSU £1995 We now offer 0% finance * Please phone for details (Subject to status)

ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A MICROSCOPE
BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE.

VISA - SWITCH - MASTER CARD - AMEX - DINERS CLUB WELCOME.
WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW & USED STOCK AND BUY IN FOR CASH

26'6‘0‘& Hi-Fi Tel: 016444 - 20710 RECORD STORAGE
Eidlem Bt S o 1 Shoanne’s front elevation is here compared with
== 'L—'mm—s— g - L B one of IAN EDWARDS’ lorger units, the
Naim CD2 1,500 2,000 Rega Kyte (Black) 149 200 o 40" 5-tier LP unit which is drawn 1o the same
Rotel RCDI30 AX CD Player 140 180 Naim intro spkrs, latest 550 680 / ! scale & which holds 1250 LPs.
Marartz CO63MK2 KI Signature CD player 349 500 Naim SBL spkrs 1,500 2,030 7 ‘ | This i Flet d K h
Theta Data Basic Mk2 CD Transport 1,500 2,300 ProAcResponse 255 (Cheny, mit.cond) 2,100 2,700 f el is s our way ol lefling readers know that
Wadia 15 DAC/digial preamp; ba/unbal; Kef Q55 399 500 « W 1AN STILL MAKES LP RECORD HOUSING in
remote control, digital volume étc - connect ProAc Tablette 50 (Light Oak, mint) 499 600 } Tl ' I ALL SORTS of wood finishes from pine o
DAC directly to power amp Ruark Icon (Cherry} 250 359 " L { H d I of ks & d
- the ultimate! 1,500 3,800 Roksan Rok 1 spaaker:. (Light Elder) 475 645 ! / ﬁ ‘ I rc}:sewoo , OS we.e OF course as racks rO\«fer.
3 |1 ) ! d ests for €Ds, video tapes or casseﬂes,‘ Hi-fi

Amplifiers Y ole | | units & bookshelves, elc, etc, eic & Specials.
Naim 102 remote preamp 850 1,080 Headphones etc T { { \“ 4 | q a q "
Naim 180 poweramp 850 1,090 Grado SR40 30 45 A \ For the BEES KNEES in this type of furniture, in
Alchemist Nemesis incl. Phono stage 550 750 Grado SR60 50 80 \ ) \I f A L | Modem or Georgian slyles, osk for the Brochure
Roksan Caspian R/C amplifier 595 700 Sennheisers HD 535 75 105 4 [ / | from
Rotel 921 New Model 70 100 Sennheisers from £3:99 - please ask 1 |
Marantz PM66 KI Signature 349 400 g \ b ¢ { 1 h IAN EDWARDS

Nordost Blue Heaven 2.5m BiWire 280 380 \ , | The Old Chcpe|, 282 Skipion Rood, Horrogcte,

Custom Desgn Tr-starmis, Ferran Red 59 85 \ T {l North Yorkshire, HG1 3HB

Atacama SE24 Staneis 55 73 e Telephone: 01 4’23 500442.

Musical Fideity X-LP mmvmc Phono stage. 100 130 EIERIONSS

Sound Investment

If you have invested expertise and
money in building up o sound system
fo your own unique specifications,
then why compromise with indifferent
housing units?

*High quality aluminium construction.
*Finishes available to your choice.
*Fully adjustable émm glass shelving.
*Sound isolation on shelving/feet.

*Custom created to suit your system.

*Free delivery throughout the UK.
Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in

audio visual racking - from a range Fi-Rox - a sound investment for those

of standard designs o the flexibility

A g Aoy For further information or a free brochure contact:JEM Distribution
L c‘:'srom esie o iy SUI'.your Sqiprme: Springfield Mills, Spa Street, Ossett Wakefield WF5 CHW.
particulor sound system ond lifestyle. Tel: 01924 277626 Fax: 01924 270759

Audio Visual Furniture

who want the best from their

Are you making the right connections?

Send for Britain’s biggest catalogue of
specialist cable and connections.
All available by mail order.
Phone 0181-942 9124 or clip
the coupon for your Free copy

EUSFQEIJVI'SEHBLE

PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG

' Please send me your FREE Custom Cable Catalogue

Name

Address —~

|

]

]

i

]

]

:

i

' Postcode / Q‘STM
i G
:

1

]

]

]

]

'

NO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED
Send to: Custom Cable Service /
PO Box 4007

London SW17 8XG
HFW 7/98 ‘\"“'m

RS — -
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Mid-Season Sale of Ex-Dem and Secondhand
Equipment

Analysis Epsilon Ribbon Loudspeakers

Audio Alchemy DAC 1.2

Chord Electronics LS512A
Loudspeakers (Ebony)

Parasound P/L.D 2000 Preamp

VPI HPW 19 Mkl Piano Black Turntable

Alon Petit Loudspeakers (walnut)

Alon 1 Loudspeakers (oak)

Chord 800 Power Amp

Michell Argo HR Pre-Amp

Audio Alchemy Headphone Amp

Beyer 531 Headphones

Stax SR-84 Electret Headphones

Questar QA2 Active Speakers/Stands/

(£3750) Sale £2600
(£595) Sale £375

(£1679) Sale £1200
(£1495) Sale £1095
(£1800) Sale £1150
(£1087) Sale £795
(£1616) Sale £1200
(£2155) Sale £1600
(£1339) Sale £1050
(£249) Sale £199
(£120) Sale £85

(£259) Sale £195

3M Kimer 4TC £300 the lot
4M Set Nordost Red Dawn Speaker
Cables (Terminated) (£929) Sale £750
Audio Silver Knight 300B Mono Blocks (£2495) Sale £1750
Roksan Xerxes (Piano Black) Table + SME V
Tonearm S/H £1200
Audionote Meishu (phono m/m) amplifier (s/h) £2250
XTC Pre 1 pre amp - 3 weeks old (s/h) £800
Trichord Pulsar 1 DAC (s/h) £825
Meridian 200 CD transport (s/h) £400
Proac Studio 100 loudspeakers (cherry)
3 weeks old £550
Technics SE-A1000 and SU-C1000
pre/power combo £450
SD Acoustics SD3 loudspeakers (ex dem) £350
SD Acoustics Alexandra stands for above (new) £220
Foundation Designer ‘600’ stands 21 inches tall £210

New in this month and on permanent dem:-
Audio Synthesis Dax Decade and Desire Decade Tube
Technology CD player.

Call For More Details Or Dem Of New Equipment
(List Available)
All items mint/boxed. Guaranteed as new
(unless S/Hand)
Telephone Medway (Kent) 01634 - 389004 anytime

TEL: (+44) (0) 1276 686717.

Interconnects & Speaker Cables

Best Speaker Cable

Best Interconnect & Highly
Recommended Speaker Cable

Best Interconnect &
Best Speaker Cable

Best Speaker Cable &
Highly Recommended
Interconnect

Interconnects Speaker Cables

Doesn’t Your System Deserve The Best?

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Please telephone, fax or write to

Cable Talk,

Unit ], Albany Park, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 2PL

Tel (UK ONLY): FREEPHONE 0808 - 100 - 6868
FAX: (+44) (0) 1276 686353
Please quote HFW 07/98

Superior Quality
Audio/Visual
Products

QUSTIC

What makes our cables such good value for money ?
- Only available direct from manufacturer - No middle men, and
no dealer margin - 14 day money back satisfaction guarantee - No
expensive display packaging, we focus your money on the product.

hat m r | fromther 2
- Substantial, solid build quality ensures consistent performance.
- Advanced semiconductor technology eliminates noise to reveal low
level detail, increase dynamics, and release the emotion in music.

Black Velvet gold plated phono-phono 1m..............eeeue.
Black Velvet 2 x phono - 4 or Spin DIN 1m...................
Black Velvet 4 x phono - Spin DIN 1m.......... . .
Black Velvet SE gold plated phono-phono Im...................
Azure gold plated phono-phono 1m........coceviiviniiiiiiinnn
| Azure 2 x phono - Spin DIN 1m w
Azure SE gold plated phono-phono 1m..........cccevuviiininnnn,

Fathom speaker cable 2m pair gold plated 4mm plugs......... £ 48.00
Jackson Pyramid Loudspeakers. .. .pair £229.00
When ordering DIN cables please give the required pin configuration and directionality for phono to OIN.

The Black Velvet s unusually atmospheric sound proved
engrossing over the long term. There was great insight
into performances, thanks to an uncanny retrieval
of low level subtleties."

Black Velvet (Noel Keywood - Hi-Fi World January 1997)

“The {Azure] cable is very accurate across the bandwidth.
From the highest treble to the deepest bass it
has no hidden nasties..."
Azure (Alan Sircom - Home Entertainment Sep/Oct 1997)

ES

EXAMPL

Call now for your FREE 20 page catalogue

Credit card facilities

VISA @f available for fast delivery : ’

P&P £1.50 in UK Maintand, £5.00 International.
DBF-Acoustics. 11 Fishers Mead, Puckendge, WARE, Herts SG11 1SP

24 hour Telephone/FAX. 01920 823 208

www.dbf.u-net.com or e-mail sales@dbf.u-net.com
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CODE KEY:-N=NEW X=EXDEM S=SECOND HAND

IMake Model Description Code Stock R.R.P. Now
Arcam Alpha 6 Amplifier S 1 £330.00 £200.00
Audiolab 8000 A Amplifier X 2 £500.00 £350.00
Audiolab 8000 S Amplifier X 1 £700.00 £500.00
Audiolab 8000CD  CD - Ex Dem but unused! X 1 £1,000.00 £800.00
Castle Isis Bookshel‘ Loudspeaker - Mahogany X 1 £250.00 £175.00
Castle Severn |l Lcudspeaker of the year 1997 - Yew N 1 £670.00 £600.00
Celestion 9 2 Way Loudspeakers N 1 £290.00 £190.00
Celestion A1 Laudspeakers with Stands Black X 1 £1,100.00 £700.00
Celestion A2 Floor Standing Loudspeakers X 1 £1,500.00 £1,250.00
Celestion A3 Fioor Standing Loudspeakers X 1 £2,400.00 £2,000.00
Celestion 30i Floor Standing Loudspeakers N 1 £449.90 £349.90
Cyrus Cyrus 1 Amplifier S 1 £279.00 £100.00
Cyrus Remote Remote Control S 1 £100.00 £60.00
Kef RDM 1 Loudspeakers X 1 £500.00 £375.00
Meridian 566 Digital to Analogue converter X 1 £1,095.00 £795.00
Meridian DSP 5000 Digital Active Loudspeakers Black X 1 £8,295.00 £2,500.00
Nad 910 Surround sound Processor S 1 £400.00 £125.00
Naim NAP 110 Power Amplifier Old Style S 1 £200.00
Quad 77 Preamp Pre-amplifier N 2 £850.00 £680.00
Quad 77 Amplifier Integrated Amplifier X 1 £700.00 £500.00
Quad 77 PowerampPower Amplifier X 1 £600.00 £450.00
Quad 77 CD CD Player X 1 £700.00 £500.00
Quad 10L Laudspeakers X 1 £600.00 £450.00
Rega Elicit Amplifier § 1 £730.00 £450.00
Rotel RA 931 Integrated Amplitier X 3 £150.00 £130.00
Rotel RB 970 Power Amplifier S 1 £225.00 £160.00
Rotel RB 981 Power Amplifier X 1 £300.00 £250.00
Target MB3W 165 Wide Modular Equipment Rack X 1 £200.00 £140.00
Yamaha DSPA 1092 Prlogic Amplifier X 1 £850.00 £650.00
Yamaha DSPA 990 Plogic Amplifier N 2 £900.00 £400.00
Yamaha DSPA 590 1996 Pro-Logic Amplifier forthe year X 1 £350.00 £200.00
Yamaha DSPA 592 Pro-Logic Dolby Digital Upgradable X 2 £330.00 £300.00
Yamaha DSPA 492 Pro-Logic Amplifier X 2 £250,00 £225.00
Yamaha DSPE 1000 Pro-Logic Processor S 1 £700.00 £275.00
Yamaha DSPE 492 Pro-Logic Processor X 2 £250.00 £225.00
Yamaha KX 580 SE Delby B, C, & S Cassette Deck X 3 £250.00 £215.00
Yamaha KX 690 Dalby B, C, S & 3 Head Cassette DeckX 2 £400.00 £300.00

H Oy 8 Auto Conrsumants
Sa.es 0n0 Service

12 Regent Street, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV22 5LP
Tel: 01788 540772 Fax 01788 542170
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ORIGIN LIVE TURNTABLE KITS
Standard & Ultra

Now you can save money and build your own high
performance deck. The standard kit version is offered at £145,
and the ultra version at £249. Both decks come with a full set of
drawings and guidance instructions. The kit allows for your
creativity or there are optional parts that will enable you to
assemble a tried and tested design within 1-4 hours.
This is probably the easiest kit you will ever make.

“this Vinyl font end had my jaw heading towards the floor with
the solidity and transparency of the music it was making"...
“ the standard came up with crystal clear images set in a broad
sound stage”... “With all these goodies in place, the standard
would give turntables at the £1200-£1400 mark a hard time.”
HI-FI WORLD SUPPLEMENT NOV 97

“is exceptionally easy to build and professional in both sound
quality and appearance”
HI F1 NEWS SUPPLEMENT NOV 97

ORIGIN LIVE MODIFICATION FOR THE
REGA RB250 & RB300 ARM

If you are the proud owner of one of these two arms why not
turbocharge it into the league of super arms with the Origin live
structural modification:- £75 inc post & packing. Those
investing in this upgrade report that the transformation is
simply night and day. Rewiring with silver litz cable is also
offered at an additional £70.

“I have to say the Rega modifications turn this humble arm into
a real Giant killer. Gone is the rather grey, sterile sound of the
cooking Rega. Instead, tonal colour is fresh, dynamics have
great speed and impact, and the sound stage is huge.” HI FI
WORLD SUPPLEMENT NOV 97 (structural modification only
to a RB250)

For arm modifications we normally return your arm in 2-3 days

CROSS SECTION OF ARM END

THREADED INSERT
ALLEN BOLT

—

REGA ARM TUSE REFLACEMENT REAR STUB

HIGH TENSILE THIN BOLT

COUNTERWEIGHT RIGID ATTACHMENT BY BOLT ADJUSTMENT

For further information contact:-
Origin Live, 87 Chessel Crescent, Bitterne,
Southampton, SO19 4BT
Tel: 01703 578877 / 442183 Fax: 01703 398905
Email: origin.live@virgin.net
web site: http://www.originlive.com/index.htm

The Hi-End

5 Rucks Lane
Bartws

London SW13 0BD
tel: 0181 878 0066

O’Brien Hi-Fi

60 Durham Rd
West Wimbledon
London SW20 0TW
tel: 0171 946 1528

London Hi-Fi Services
North London

Contact Colin on:

tel: 0171 263 1015

J & A Cameras
85 Beutport Street
Barnstaple

devon EX31 1SR
tel: 01271 324384

SONNETEER

‘I suddenly remembered | was
supposed to be reviewing the amp
rather than sitting there transfixed...”
Hi-fi World Oct ‘97

Omega Electronics
Kent
01732 848268
Stow Sound
Gt. Finborough
Suffolk
01449 770953

£“* g, ; '3 . ”
Replay ...a liquid flow of musical delight

Chester Hi-Fi News Sept ‘96
tel/fax: 01244 401290

Mike Manning Audio
110 Middle Street

Yeovil

tel: 01935 479361
The Right Note
Bath

01225 874 728
Oliviz Audio
Essex

tel: 01702 585 865

“..a taste of the high-end at a snip..”
Hi-Fi world Dec ‘97

“The best...” Hi-Fi News ‘97

May Audio

W. Yerkshire

tel: 01535 632700
fax: 01535 632887

B.LL. Audio

For Northumberland
and Newcastle

tel: 01670 788671

Sonneteer. PO Box 163c,
Esher. KT10 OYH
t. 0181 286 6661 f. 0181 286 6661
www.sonneteer.co.uk

HI-FI WORLD

diverse vinyl

pper Dock Street Newport Gwent NP9 1DF. 9am-5.30pm Mon - Sat.
Intemet site http://www.diverse-music.co.uk
phone/fax 01633 259661 / 256261 E Mail ;- sales @diverse-music.co.uk
-Mastercard - Visa-  Catalogues available  -Amex-Switch-JCB-
New And Forthcoming Releases

Jeff Buckley - Sketches (My Sweetheart The Drunk) - £18.90

3 Vinyl Set - Includes Exclusive Bonus Track “Gunshot Glitter”
Curtis Mayfietd Very Best Of Curtis - 2LP £15.90
Jimi Hendrix BBC Sessions - 3 LP £TBC
Nick Cave/Bad Seeds Best Of £11.90
Sean Lennon Into The Sun £12.50
Sonic Youth Thousand Leaves - 2LP £12.90
Sunhouse Crazy on The Weekend £TBC
Terry Callier Essential (Very Best Of) - 2LP £13.90
Tricky Angels With Dirty Faces £10.90

Current Audiophile Releases
Betty Page Jungle Girl Exotique Music £14.90
DCC Doobie Brothers Best Of The Doobies £21.90
DCC Eagles Greatest Hits £21.90
DCC Jim Croce His Greatest Recordings £21.90
Louis Armstrong Under The Stars (Classic Rec, £21.90
Louis Armstrong 've Got The World (Classic R £21.90
Miles Davis Lift to The Scaffold £19.90
Current And Recent Releases

Arab Strap Philophobia £11.50
Charlie Hunter Return Of the Candyman £12.50
Chocolate Weasel Spagettification £11.90
DJ Shadow Preemptive Strike £11.90
Drugstore White Magic For Lovers £10.90
Fugazi End Hits £6.50
Gomez Bring It On £14.50
Grandaddy Under The Westermn Freemay £10.90
Groop Dog Drill Half Nelson £9.90
John's Children Orgasm £9.90
Lee Perry/Upsetters Return Of Wax £8.90
Money Mark Push The Button (Ltd Set) £19.90
Neil Young Time Fades Away £8.00
Neil Young/Bluenotes This Notes For You £8.90
Page/Plant Walking Into Clarksdale £15.90
Pulp This Is Hardcore £12.90
Royal Trux Accelerator £9.90
Senser Asylum £8.90
Servotron Entertainment Program £7.90
Tortoise TNT £10.90
Ultranate Situation Critical £9.90
Various 70's (Black Film)  The Big Score £13.90
Various (intense) Logical Progression 3 £11.90

P and P £1.00 1st LP additional LPs 50p each (max £3.50)
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OMEGA Electronic Equipment (Europe) Ltd, New Road Business Estate,
New Road, Ditton, Maidstone, Kent, ME20 6AF

TEL: 01732 848268 (7 Lines)

FAX: 01732 848289

UMMER SALE!!

QUALITY AUDIO EQUIPMENT AT GIVE AWAY PRICES

PRODUCT

Audio Analogue Puccini SE amp
Audio Analogue Bellini Pre-Amp
Audio Analogue Donizetti Power Amp
Audio Gem Opal speakers

Audio Gem Emerald speakers

Audio Gem Sapphire speakers

Graaf Venticinque int amp

JBL Simply Cinema ESC 300 Home Cinema system
Kelly KT2 Loudspeakers

Kelly KT3 Loudspeakers

Monrio ASTY int amp

Musical Fidelity E61 CD Player

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-SERIES **SPECIAL**
PRECIOUS METALS CABLES **SPECIAL**

Opera Duetto speakers

Opera Platea speakers

Opera Terza speakers

Sequence 400 panel speakers, inc stands
Sequence 300 panel speakers

Sequence 200 panel speakers

Sequence 200C centre speaker
Sequence SW12 sub-woofer

Sonneteer Campion int amp

Sonneteer Alabaster int amp

SONICLINK CABLES **SPECIAL**

Unison Research Simply 2 amp

PRICE NOW !! ORIGINAL PRICE !!
£ 429.00 !! £ 595.00
£ 339.00 !! £475.00
£ 429.00 !! £575.00
£99.99 !! £ 240.00
£299.99 !! £ 595.00
£ 599.99 !! £1250.00
£1199.99 !! £1995.00
£ 399.99 !! £ 599.99
£ 469.99 !! £699.99
£779.99 !! £1199.99
£279.99 !! £ 440.00
£199.99 !! 289895

CALL FOR SALE PRICES!!
CALL FOR SALE PRICES !!

£ 279.99 !! £ 399.99
£ 529.99 !! £ 795.00
£ 679.99 !! £ 999.00
£ 189.99 !! £ 329.90
£124.99 It £ 249.90
£99.99 !! £199.90
£64.99 !! £129.90
£124.99 !! £ 249.90
£ 439.99 ! £ 599.99
£ 649.99 !! £ 899.99
CALL FOR SALE PRICES !!
£ 599.99 !! £ 995.00

T 01732 - 848268 T



MEASURED PERFORMANCE

CARTRIDGE

TRANSFIGURATION
SPIRIT

The Transfiguration moving-coil
cartridge possesses a flat frequency
response, as our analysis shows. It
has none of the generator losses,
caused by rising impedance,
common from higher-output moving-
magnet types. It also avoids the
peaking that can occur with moving
coils, displaying a well-damped lift
around 8kHz, enough to maintain
clarity without introducing sharpness.
The Transfiguration should sound
accurate in its tonal balance as a
result, and both brighter and more
detailed than most MMs. The only
downside was a stylus whose profile
could well be improved a little.
Tracing loss was -6dB at 20kHz on
inner grooves, a poor figure by
today’s standards. Proprietary tips
such as van den Huls and Geigers
manage much better, losing no more

CD PLAYER

DENON DCD-1550AR

This player’s processing system is
radically different. It attempts to
process digital such that the outcome
exhibits analogue-like characteristics
that are harmonious to the ear. Some
traits border on the bizarre: there's
na doubt the player will sound
ditferent. Often this sort of thing
produces a ‘love it/hate it’ response.

Frequency response, as
determined from a convoluted pulse,
starts to roll down at a low 8.3kHz
(-1dB). It measures flat with a
traditional sweep test signal, which
most testers use, but this is not a very
good representation of music. A
pulse is, and in keeping with what it
reveals, Denon'’s players are warm
sounding.

The other surprise with this model
is its inaccuracy in reproducing
levels. It reproduces a -30dB tone at
-38dB. What this does is expand the
upper-most linear and hence usable
part of the machine’s dynamic range,
eftectively losing the lower, least
linear part. So we can say the
DCD-1550AR concentrates on the

HI-FI WORLD

than 1dB-2dB or thereabouts.

Tracking ability was high at low
frequencies, where cantilever hinge
compliance determines performance.
In the midband, where
(mechanically) resistive damping
comes in, it dropped somewhat, to
16¢cms/sec. That's respectable, but
not up with the best. Powerful vocals
may occasionally cause spiich.

Distortion was very low on lateral
modulation, but high on vertical
modulation due to a high vertical
tracking angle of 30degrees. This will
slightly affect left and right images,
but only with a little innocuous
lightening of tone.

The Transfiguration measured
well. It isn't perfect but it should give
a good account of itself. NK

Tracking force 2gms
7.8gms
30degrees

Weight
Vertical tracking angle

music, which rarely falls below -
30dB these days, and lessens the
rubbish. It’s all a bit ‘artistic’ 1'd say,
but 16-bit CD code is so poor
subjectively that just about anything
is justified in my view, whilst we
have to suiter it. | noticed that the
harmonic structure was analogue-
like on both channels too.

This is very much a player to be
auditioned. It's bold of Denon to do
what they have done. It's also a
fitting indictment of poor digital that
it has to be so heavily modified to
become more palatable to the
human senses. NK

Fi ency response

level
(aB)

0.5

‘0.5

62 frequency (Hz) 25k

Frequency response 20Hz-20kHz
Channel separation 26dB
Tracking ability (300H2z2)
lateral 63um
vertical 45um
lateral (1kHz) 16cms/sec.
Distortion (45um)
lateral 0.5%
vertical 5.5%

Output (5cms/sec rms) 0.44mV

Frequency response

level
(dB)

12 78 400 2k 7k 2Dk
frequency (Hz)

Frequency response 4Hz-8.3kHz
Distortion (dB)

-6dB 0.007 0.014
-30dB 0.1 011
-60dB 0.4 0.4
-90dB 37 32
-90dB dithered 6 10
Separation (dB) left right
1kHz 102 103
20kHz 99 94
Noise -102dB
with emphasis -99dB
Dynamic range 116dB
Output 2.1V

Distortion

0.01

1K frequency (Hz) 21k
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AudioCom (UK)

Suppliers of the World's Finest Components

Catalogue Preview Of Selected Components

COROBAR® Iron Dust Core Inductors

Superior grade Iron dust core inductors . Automatically wound with high
conductivity 99 99% Oxygen-Free Copper, which offer considerabie sonic
improvements over ferrite & air cores.

Available from 0.1mH-12.0mH. Prices range from £7.24 - £19.84.

Audyn-Cap KP sn Polypropylene film & tin foil layer capacitor
Solid Tin foil layer capacitor with greatly increased mass, prevents

the oscillation of the foil and microphonic effects are prevented.

This combined with a loss angle of only 0.00008 at 1KHZ, and

2% tolerance, results in an extremely quick and lively capacitor
Awvailable at 100V, 250V, & 630V from 0.1 - 4. 7uyF

99.99% Pure Silver Wire. Quarter-annealed uninsulated solid Silver conductors
Qur Silver wire is specially drawn for us, to a minimum of 99.99%. This means

that typical final analyse on inspection achieves a wire closer to 93.9999% (6N)

The quarter annealing process produces a wire with a mirror surface finish, This is
achieved by drawing a 10% bigger wire than the final size. The wire is then drawn

down and in the process highly polished.

Available from 0.25mm-2.0mm. Prices per metre range from £3.30 to £40.50

T-Network TNC s specially designed for audio by DNM Design.
Incorparating cumrent slit-foil technology, the TNCis unique in
that its connections from the terminals to the winding separate the
input and output paths This reduces unwanted resistance and
inductance,producing a signal closer to pure capacitance. The
results of a product test speak for itself “Significant gains were
heard in tonal punty, neutrality, depth and transparency, with a
still more precise and more delicate treble quality”

August 1997 - Hi-Fi News & Record Review

Other available products include: ALPS, BHC AEROVOX, Burr Brown, CADDOCK
Elma, Elna, Nichicon MUSE, REL-CAP®, Sanyo OS-CON, Sfernice, VISHAY, plus
many other lines at very competitive pnces.

For a Free copy of our 1998 Hllustrated Audiophile Parts Catalogue, contact us at. -
AudioCom (UK)
Unit 6, Tindie Enterprise Centre, Warren Street, Tenby, Pembrokeshire, SA70 7JY
Tel (01834) 842803 Tel/Fax (01834) 842804
e-mail address: audiocom @connect-wales.co.uk
(Business Hours' 9.30 to 5.30 from Mon-Fri}

DanisH Aubio ConnecT
Made in Denmark

CT Audio Attenuator / Volume Control

improve the sound quality of your amplifiers by
changing to the CT| volume control.

CTI offers you a more effortless sound, more details, better dynamics,
lower distortion and improved bandwidth. CT | has the ability to
“disappear” and not influence the enjoyment of the music. The tracking
between stereo channels and the attenuation is within the range of

1 professional equipment. Besides, CT | is very compact for easy build-in.

(Tversions
Staniterd impedonces:
10 20, 50, 100

Kgy (11 specifications

r How do we obtain this?
50 MHiz

® 24 siwp precision switch.
 All contocts and

cantuctors are gold plated.
@ s of low noise, non

udio ConnecT (Thailand) Ltd.. Rm 1501/3 Ban Chang Glas Haus By, | S §
W8 Thlind, Tel: (+66 2) 260 6072, Fax (+66 2) 260 607 . E-malt viladeciimmiant
. tor: AudisCom (LK) Untt 6 Tnde Enterprise Centre Warren Stresh Tantn Pt
) 842808, Faxc (+44) (01834) B42804. E mal AudoCom@conssch et

L-\“(ot\ qet: 0422

Q -1 i ;A\N eatS; o mvs oot l
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theVirtuosos
AR

"...dynamic, immediate
performance...transparent enough to
allow the life in the recording to shine
through..."...a firmer bass quality...
"Piano could sound very good indeed,
tactile and convincing, and vocals could
be just exquisite.” [Virtuoso Bronze,
Hi-Fi News, July, 1997]
"...breathtaking speed and transparency
at low frequencies ... a superb sense of
timing and the ability to play bass-heavy
material with delightful agility...
"...plays middle frequencies quite
spectacularly. ...high and low
frequencies come across with equal
aplomb. ".. fine dynamics ...
"the finesse of an electrostatic and the
timing of a Rehdeko...” [Virtuoso Gold,
Hi-Fi Choice, June, 1997]

the new
VirtuosoReference

Now, what will they say about the VirtuosoReference?
Believe it: these are the free range, organic products
of the audio world - they cost more, maybe, but they
taste much better. Prices from £2995.

... a bravura performance

theVirtuosos are designed and manufactured by

Thomas Transducers
Songlines, Fourteen Acre Lane, Three Qaks,
Hastings, East Sussex , TN35 4NB, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)1424 813888 Fax: +44 (0)1424 812755
eMail: ThomTrans @aol.com

HI-FI WORLD



MERIDIAN 508.24

Meridian pride themselves on digital
engineering and the 508.24, like
earlier players, turns in a ‘perfect’ set
of results. It has negligible distortion
at normal music levels (0dB down to
-40dB or s0), distortion rising below
this level but staying close to
achievable minima. Both channels
were identical too, so there is
consistency in this performance.
Frequency response is nicely flat,
as our convolved impulse analysis
shows. There’s just a slight
downward trend toward high
frequencies, enough | believe to
ensure the sound isn’t too bright or
glassy. Channel separation was very
high and noise very low, although
the player seemed not to be muting
at digital zero since de-emphasis did
reduce noise. However, all this is
somewhat academic since normal
hiss in itself is not a problem with a
CD’s 16-bit code. Anything below

PANASONIC DVD-A350

The Panasonic DVD-A350 possesses
a very flat frequency response, as
our analysis shows, the limits being
a healthy 21.1kHz at the top end
and 4Hz down at subsonic
frequencies. It should sound tonally
well balanced.

Distortion was on the low side for
CD; there were no problems here. At
high levels a minimal 0.004% was
generated and as level decreased
distortion increased, as in any digital
system. However, the figures
remained good, being a low 0.02%
at -30dB and 0.4% at -60dB. The
latter is very good and primarily
responsible for a dynamic range
value of 110dB.

With wide channel separation,
low noise and normal output the

HEYBROOK OCTET

The Octets possesses a flat frequency
response, but then its Audax drivers
are capable of giving such a result
providing the background
engineering is right. The solitary peak
at 4kHz is almost certainly caused by
a reflection from the rear wall of the
midrange chamber. Narrow-band
phase effects are not necessarily very

HI-FI WORLD

-80dB is inaudible and the Meridian
508 measured -112dB without de-
emphasis.

Qutput was high at 2.54V, which
puts the player into contention in
comparative demonstrations.

The Meridian 508.24 measured
very well. It is capably engineered in
every area. NK

Frequency response 4Hz-21kHz
Distortion (dB) left right
-6dB 0.005 0.005
-30dB 0.006 0.006
-60dB 0.5 0.5
-90dB 29 29
-90dB dithered 15 15
Separation (dB) left right
1kHz 118 119
20kHz 107 106
Noise -112dB
with emphasis -116dB

DVD-A350 measured well all round.
NK

Frequency response  4Hz-21.1kHz
Distortion (%)

-6dB 0.004 0.004
-30dB 0.02 0.022
-60dB 0.41 0.04
-90dB 33 89
-90dB dithered 6 6
Separation (dB) left right
1kHz 101 101
20kHz 97 97
Noise -98dB
with emphasis -99dB
Dynamic range 110dB
Output 2.2V

108cB
2.54v

Dynamic range
Qutput

Frequency response

level
(dB)

62 frequency (Hz) 2

Distortion

1k frequency (Hz)

Frequency response

&2 frequaency (Hz) ]
Distortion

0.01

1k frequercy (Hz) 21k

audible though; the ear is more
sensitive to energy than level, and
there’s little energy in this sort of
thing. Judgement can only be made
by listening. Using wool to suppress
such a reflection can be a mistake,
because it just changes the nature of
the problem.

Bass peaks up around 150Hz, a
peculiar effect for a large

Frequency response

12 78 400 2k 7k 20k

frequency (Hz)
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loudspeaker such as this. A
corresponding dip in the impedance
curve shows the Octet draws more
energy at this frequency, so it is
engineered in. Bass output below this
extends down to 60Hz and is then
augmented by port output at a low
30Hz.

KENWOOD LS90UK

This loudspeaker peaks up a little
from 2kHz to 6kHz which made it
sound a little fierce during testing.
Upper treble rolls off slowly, our
response analysis shows, but the ear
will be engaged by the peak rather
than this aspect of performance. The
Kenwood will sound detailed, that's
for sure, if perhaps a little aggressive.
it is likely to image well too, cabinet
permitting.

Bass output peaks at 150Hz
before rolling off slowly. With output
only 3dB down at 63Hz this little
cabinet should be able to produce

MISSION 771

The little Mission 771 measures
fairly flat down to 80Hz. There's
some bass peaking around 130Hz to
give zest and apparent speed to
bass. This emphasises hand drums
and such like. The port outputs at
60H2z to give some lower bass.
Overall the Mission’s frequency
response is well integrated and,
although it possesses a slight
crossover dip, this will not be
audible in the usual way, so
detailing should be good. Upper
treble rolls off too, so it is unlikely
the tweeter will be sharp sounding.
The lone peak in the midband is
almost certainly phase addition
caused by an internal reflection from

CASTLE SEVERN 1l

The Castles show signs of midrange
forwardness. They have a broadband
peak around 6kHz, wide enough to
highlight energy in a recording. This
will push vocals forward a bit and
give a sense of strong detailing.

Bass output extends down
smoothly to 55Hz before the port
kicks in at 45Hz. Overall, the Castle
has a reasonably flat frequency
response trace but with some trends
that will give it character.

Castle seem to have decided to
compete with Mission in terms of
ensuring their loudspeaker is an easy

HI-Fl WORLD

The impedance curve is fairly
gentle in its slopes, so there is little
reactance and energy storage. But
overall impedance is high across
the midband, making sensitivity a
normal 87dB.

The Octet is a good all-rounder
in measured terms. NK

some bass weight. The port is tuned
to a low value of 40Hz but |
wonder whether this is a little too
low; only listening tests can tell.
The impedance curve veers
around wildly, hitting a low of

40hms, set by the DCR. There’s a lot

of reactance in there, which stores

energy. In my experience this makes

matching a more variable process.
Sensitivity was on the low side at
85dB so this speaker will need
50watts-60watts or so.

The LS90UK is not flawed, but it
has rough edges. | see no strong
points. NK

the back of the cabinet. Some
coloration is likely. Otherwise, I'd
expect a balanced sound.

Mission have engineered into the

new 771 an impressively flat

impedance curve. It hovers between

8ohms-9ohms. Bass peaks lift the
overall figure up to 10.50hms. This

makes the ‘speaker a very easy load,

but it also affects sensitivity, which
comes out a low 84dB. The 771s
are likely to need a well-specified
60watts from an amplifier just so
enough volts can be applied to
drive them, but they'll get the
best out of any amp.

These small ‘speakers measure
well all round, except for needing
power. NK

12 78 400 2k 7k 20k

frequency (Hz)
load that will consistently get the
best from all amplifiers. It is all
resistive from 200Hz up to 20kHz,
albeit with a high overall value of
110hms, no less. This limits current
and therefore power draw; the

Impedance

Impedance

10

Impedance

12 78 400 2k 7k 20k
frequency (Hz)

12 78 400 2k 7k 20k
frequency (Hz)

Severns will give amplifiers a very
easy time. This property also results
in average sensitivity of 87dB from a
nom:nat watt. Amplifiers of up to
60watts should be suftficient.

The Severn 2s measure well all
round but are likely to show slight
some bass and treble emphasis to
increase zest. NK

Impedance
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MARANTZ CD57 CD Player £230 £150
RANTZ CD67 CD P|ayer £270 £185
REGA fier £229 £189
ROTEL RC970 B97l Pre/Power Amplifier £375 £189
YAMAHA DSP-E1000 7 Channel Pro Logic Processor £700 £495
YAMAHA DSP-A1092 7 Chcnnel AC3/Pro Logic Amplifier £ 850 £750
EXPOSURE 25 Integrated Amplifier £1050 £949
AUDIOLAB 8000C/80005X H:e Amplifier £1130
EXPOSURE CD £1050 °  £949
MARANTZ CD17 KI SIG. C) Porm £1100 £995
EXPOSURE 17/18 Pre/Power &/ s £1700 £1395
[e)) P‘uyer £27.
MISSION 731 Pro Blak Finish £140 £115
REGA Kyte Black Finis £198 £149
MISSION 7321 Black Finish £200 £159
KEF Q15 Black Finis £199 £169
MISSION 7331 Black Finish £330 £259
REL Q50 Active Subwoofer £375 £295
RUARK Icon Speckers Cherry Finish £399 £319
REGA ELA Speakers Cher inish £535 £450
NEAT M s'uwe Speokers Cherry Finish £650 £499
RUARK e Speakers Cherry Finish £599 £499
REI. Storm ctive Subwoofer £695 £549
W P5 S%eokers Rosenut Finish {inc, Plinths) £950 £750
ATC SCM] kers Black Finish £995 £795
B&W P6 S| ers Cher? Finish (Inc. PhnthsL £1170 £899
M|SSION 4 Freedom WO ers Blcck Finis £1298 £1099
ATC SCM geakers alnut Finish £1850 £1495
PROAC Studlo 250 Speakers Cherrz Finish £2249 £1895
ATC SCM50A Active gepeokers Blcc Finish £5775 £3995
& D EQ)
DUAL CS 505-3 Semi-Automatic Turnta £250 £120
RUARK Sabre Loudspeckers Wclnut Flmsh (mc s'cnds) NIA £195
MARANTZ CD38 CD P|c¥ £130 £99
MARANTZ CD67 SE CD Player £300 £249
ROTEL RCD 970 BX CD P|o er £350 £249
YAMAHA KX-690 3 Heod assette Deck £400 £295
KEF Q35 Mahogany Finish £349 £299
ROTEL RCD-97 o?CD Player £450 £349
THE

powerplant

66/67 Upper North Street Brighton BN1 3FL
Tele: 01273 775978 Fax: 01273 748419

Email: emml@powerplcnt co.uk b
, Moronkz, Misc)
rww,h?/% " |Nba B e TN equipment

Mail-order and Worldwide Export service available

ATC, Audiokb,

Do you want your LP12 to give more music and less hi-fi ?
We believe the norton AirPower is the most musical LP12 power supply available.

A single-speed power supply designed for the LP12 and other decks with a similar motor.
Plug-compatible with the Linn Lingo enabling continued use of the Lingo for 45rpm replay.

‘This supply is blessed with one of the widest sound stages you'll lay ears on - instruments
and ambience stretched well beyond the fil of the loudspeakers’ cabit

Anything with a bassline in it had an irresistible drive, underpinning the est, velvety
midrange and sweet secure treble. There was a phenomenal solidity when portraying solo
Instruments too.’

Hi-Fi World May 1998

AirPower is sold direct by mail-order giving excellent value at only £399. Carriage extra.

@nor’ron

Norton Technologies
26 Shelley Road NOTE: WE ARE MOVING
Chelmstord PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM

CM2 6ER QUR CORRECT ADDRESS
Tel. (01245) 283125

Linn, LP12 and Lingo are acknowledged trade marks of Linn Products
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Oxgord Audio Consultants

HI-FI SPECIALISTS
/ @;{) BADA )

Our superb service is the same, regardless of price.
9 B TRAT '

KRELL KPS25 CDPLAYER THE NEW REFERENCE  yes we really finally do
have a demonstrator and boy i i outrageously good *

JADIS - THE NEW ORCHESTRA CD & AMP - £1099 EACH - these are going to be
world beaters - you owe it to yourself to audition this French duo - styling to die for as
well !

AUDIO RESEARCH - WATCH THIS SPACE - A HOST OF NEW PRODUCTS

FROM THIS DYNAMIC COMPANY INCL VTS(/LS9/LS8/CD2/100.2

AUDIO ANALOGUE PAGANINI CD PLAYER - a steal at £695

KRELL FPB600 - we now have this awesorne powerhouse on permanent demonstration

WILSON AUDIO SYSTEM 5 - still our reference speaker; ours sound even better now! !

SONUS FABER MUSICA - a gorgeous looking amplifier with sound to match

SONUS FABER GRAND PIANO SPEAKERS - NOW IN WALNUT - SUPERB

KRELL 250 CD PLAYER - TOP NOTCH AT THE PRICE

THETA JADE TRANSPORT - A TOP-CLASS REPLACEMENT FOR THE DATA
BASIC2

JAMO CONCERT 8 LOUDSPEAKERS - no to be under-rated

MARANTZ CD17/PM17/ST17 K.I. SIGNATURE SERIES - hear how good it is

KRELL 250P PREAMP AND 250A POWER AMP - incredible value for maney - just
ask for a dem

CABLES & ACCESSORIES from TRANSPARENT, SILTECH, CABLE TALK,

GM AUDIO, HARMONIX, SOUNDSTYLE, TARGET, KONTAK etc

GM AUDIO EQUIPMENT TABLES - THE ELITE - now even better looking and
superb value

OPERA DUETTO/PLATEA & TERZA SPEAKERS - SOLID MAHOGANY - JUST
IN!

COPLAND CD266/277/288 CD PLAYERS - all superb value for meaney from from this
very impressive comparty; now joined by the CSA28 amplifier

UNISON RESEARCH SIMPLY 845 INTEGRATED AMP - you ‘ve read the reviews;
Just wait till you hear it MUSICAL FIDELITY 1001 AMPLIFIER - a really excellent
new amplifier - try it !

rerrer MAIL ORDER INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE* %%

| EX DEM & P/EX BARGAINS

NAIM 180 POWER AMPLIFIER £ 695 SH
NAIM CDX CD PLAYER 3 WEEKS USE £1895 SH
KRELL KPS20I CD PLAYER DELTA 09 BOARD £8495 SH
REGA ELA WALNUT SPEAKERS £ 349 SH
NAIM NAIT REMOTE £495 SH
MONITOR AUDIO 3 SPEAKERS £295 SH
MERIDIAN 200/203 £ 450 SH
YAMAHA DSPAS92 £ 250 SH
COUNTERPOINT SA100 POWER AMP £595 SH
PROAC STUDIO 100S YEW £ 495 SH
BRYSTON 4B NRB POWER AMPLIFIER £ 895 SH
MUSICAL FIDELITY F22 PREAMP £795 SH
ROGERS LS3/5A BIWIRE £1305 S H
TEAC TI TRANSPORT £ 3950 ISH
THETA PRO PRIME SILVER £895 SH
ROKSAN ATTESSA £ 595 SH
HEYBROOK SEXTETS £ 695 SH
LFD DAC 3 £1295 SH
NAD 208 £ 395 SH
MICHELL ARGO £ 395 SH
MERIDIAN 557 POWER AMPLIFIER £ 895 SH
ARCAM ALPHA S CD PLAYER AS NEW £295 SH
ARCAM ALPHA 6 PLUS £250 SH
ORELLE XTC TRANSPORT/DAC £1395 XD
AUDIOLAB CDM CD TRANSPORT/DAC CONVERTER £1195 SH
AUDIOLAB C PREAMPLIFIER i 295 SH
AUDIOLAB MONOBLOCK M POWER AMPS £ 995 PAIR
AUDIO RESEARCH D200 POWER AMPLIFIER £1495 SH
MUSICAL FIDELITY E SERIES AMP/CD/TUNER P.O.A.
SPENDOR SP7 SPEAKERS CHERRY £1195 XD
MICROMEGA STAGE TWO £ 250 SH
AUDIO RESEARCH VTMI120 SE PRIVATE SALE £3750
AUDIO SYNTHESIS PASSION £ 850
AUDIO RESEARCH LSS MK1 £1495 XD

0% INTE

EE CREDIT
icensed Credit Broker

t. Audiogram, Audio ch- Audio Technica, B&W,
e Gold/ing, Harmonix He k Jadis Koetsu, Krell Lyra,
Marantz, ell delity, NAD, Onkyo, Orelle, sofon, Pink T:iangle, Pioneer,
Proac, Proceed, Projekt, QE| OUAD REL Subwoofers, Rogers, Rotel, Sennhelser SME, ,Sonus Faber,
Spendor, Slax Target, T.O.L, TEAC Theta, Thorens, Transparent Cables Unison Research van den
Hul, Witson.

TAX FREE EXPORT SERV!
MAIL-ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEMS

Open Mon Sat 10am-6pm

Onxgord Audic Consultants

Oxford Audio Consultants, Cantay House, Park End Street Oxford OX1 1JD
Telephone: Oxford (01865) 790879 Facsimite: Oxford (01865) 791665
E-MAIL: Oxford.Audio @ btintemet.com

Hi-FI WORLD



AMPLIFIERS

CAMBRIDGE A1 MKHI
This little amplifier proved
interesting. It has a tailored
frequency response - a high-pass
filter peaks bass by +1.5dB at 25Hz
but rolls off subsonics. This gives any
amp a sense of profound bass power.
High-frequency output has been
rolled off above 20kHz, another
deliberate design decision, and one
that usually results in easy sounding,
sometimes ‘warm’ treble.

Another distinctive feature was
the use of an input buffer stage
before the volume control. It
overloaded at 3V, which is a bit low

VADIS $15

This is an interesting valve amplifier.
In my experience, so-called “direct
coupled” valve amplifiers create as
many problems as they solve. but
this one strikes an interesting
balance - in few areas did it look
weak. Power output is limited at
18watts and it does not like low-
impedance loads, so loudspeakers
with high sensitivity and a high-ish
impedance are required.

This amplifier’s strengths are
considerable. It has a wide power
bandwidth of 5Hz-150kHz - there’s
no transformer core saturation at low
frequencies and no distributed
capacitance at high frequencies.

Often, distortion from amplifiers
like this is horrendous. Again the

TUNER

ROKSAN CASPIAN

The Roksan measured well in all
areas, displaying a flat audio
frequency response (see the
analysis), low distortion and
excellent channel separation, even
at high frequencies. It is quieter than
most current designs, turning in a
low -75dB hiss figure on stereo,
providing a signal of 0.25mV or
more is available from the aerial.
This is in fact a relatively weak
signal; most tuners - even the best
need four times as much, so the
Roksan will be quiet even with a
mediocre aerial - an impressive
result. Users with crummy aerials
will notice this.

High overall sensitivity and good
selectivity make the unit a capable
performer in RF terms. The signal

HI-FI WORLD

but generally adequate, since few
sources produce more than this.

Distortion was low at all
frequencies and output levels.
Sensitivity proved high and noise
low.

The little Cambridge A1 MKklIl is
genuinely different and well thought
out. I'd expect it to give a good
account of itself. NK

Power 28watts
CD/tunerfaux.

Frequency response ~ 85Hz-23kHz
Separation 55dB

Vadis offers an interesting result. The
absolute values look much the same
as usual: 0.35% at Twatt and 1.2%
at full output. However, the
distortion was second harmonic only
and performance at 10kHz was
absolutely the same as that at 1kHz,
not something that can achieved
with transformers.

Sensitivity was low at 600mV so a
pre-amp with gain is needed. Hiss
was very low at -105dB and hum
also low at 0.5mV per channel.

| wonder whether the Vadis uses
much feedback. PL519s - designed
for 1950s TV line-output stages - are
not the most linear valve going, but
they are low impedance and have a
reputation for being robust and
reliable. But irrespective, this power

Noise -90dB
Distortion 0.005%
Sensitivity 150mV
DC offset 1mV/2.2mV
Distortion
1"y

0.05 =l

10k frequency (Hz)

amplifier works very well. NK

Power 18watts
Frequency response  5Hz-150kHz
Separation 98dB
Hum 0.3mV/0.7mV
Noise -105dB
Distortion 0.35%
Sensitivity 600mV
Distortion
0.1%

0.05

strength meter segments light from
10uV up 500uV, a useful range in

view of the low maximunt quieting
level of the design.

It looks as if this tuner uses a
high-quality, modern VHF/FM stereo
chipset and RF front-end, well
packaged with good metering. It
turns in a fine set of results a cut
above the rest. NK

Frequency response  3Hz-13.4kHz
Stereo separation 50dB
Distortion (50% mod.) 0.1%
Hiss (CCIR) -75dB
Signal for minimum hiss ~ 0.25mV
Selectivity (at 0.4MHz) 75dB
Sensitivity

mono 3uV
stereo 25uV

signal strength meter:
10, 60, 160, 500uV

Frequency response

50 200 1k 5k 20k

Distortion

frequency (Hz) 7K

0
800 1x
test tone

JULY 1998



LOUDSPEAKER and ROOM GOOD QUALITY PRE OWNED EQUIPMENT
MEASUREMENT PACKAGES BOUGHT SOLD PX -
. CD s/Tuners/Tape/T T
LIBERTY AUDIOSUITE v 3 visit rttp://www.libinst.com £
. . Marantz 63 SE £150
Loudspeaker (and Electronic) Measurement System with Sony TCK 6115 £120
*  HIGHEST CAPABILITY Yamaha KX390 £80
w” i Atoriion meaiTrdmeb ; Denon DRM 10X £50
T e enct "'p,:,',:,(_',:;":::s,';g‘,:: . Stax Lambda Pro Headphone + SRDX Energiser £325
Linn Axis/Itok £200
* STRAIGHTFORWARD OPERATION Micromega Stage 4 £375
With built-in, expanded, EASY SCRIPTS Naim Nat 01 £1000
*  DOWN TO EARTH PRICE £696.00 plus VAT S E e
Plus £15 next day delivery
e Ampgh T S
< el c\favotsni r £
ETF4 (WINDOWS95/NT) visit http:/fwww etfacoustic.com |Audiolab 8000 mono £305 Rogers LS2/2A = (?0
Room Measurement and Analysis System Audiolab 8000 Q £750 ite B
Audiolab 8000 M £900 | [WicSion 730 Centre 570
*  ROOM ACOUSTIC MEASUREMENTS Audiolab 8000 P £425 Rovyd Minstrels £125
presented in simple graphical form, easy to understand Audiolab 8000 C £350 Nal):'n SBL Blk £1200
*  DESIGN ROUTINES for HELMHOLTZ RESONATORS and QRD Bﬁ’r“sf%%%a;; 00 . ch)gfgg Naim SBL Walnut £1400
DIFFUSERS ~ for you to corvect room acoustic problems Yamaha 3090 AC3 Anas §900 | |TDL RTL 2 rose/w Mk 2 £150
Linn WakondaPhone ™ €600 | [Monitor Audio Gold2 €175
*  uses your existing soundcard, and an omni mic $195.95 Qllls VAT Smr? SSOOI? int A ono £125 Rogers LSI £80
Paneor DSP 200 B/C €160 | [Epos 14 inc Stands £325
LspCADv3 i . 7 i hat: ; Acoustic Energy AK1 475
D visit hitp://hem |.passagen.se/ijdata Naim 180 Power Amp £700 L [tz 800
. Naim 250 Power Amp  £1000 Nai 7
Combined Roem / Loudspeaker Box / Crossover program Naim 135 Mono 2000 Llﬁlrl;nKlgll.lchlg o~ 208
*  impors da from LAUD, LEAP and MLLSA £68.00 plus VAT Naim 73 Pro amp 2332 | [Naim SBL Bik 1100
Naim 62 Pre amp £195
Seaford at MARTON MUSIC
Ph;gnzlzsazgr73:98 or Fax 01282-776413 URGENTLY WANTED BITS
. Naim Linn. Audiolab. Quad || Always stock of varfous cables etc
e-mail 106505.251@compuserve.com AL e

Mon-Sun 10am = 8pm VISA Switch - Mastercard
For further details Phone/FAX 01844 260182

Mobile: 0973 233380

71 HIGH STREET, Oo/oc R E D I T

O
Sl?:::iy A,:'T%El;NéT (SUBJECT TO STATUS)
ENGLAND. ' ' x 2 DEMONSTRATION ROOMS

: FREE PARKING
;ﬁ;l g:g: 332 g%g : WIDE RANGE OF PRODUCTS
’ OPEN 9.00-6.00 MON -SAT

“NEED HIGH QUALITY HIFI IN AN

EMERGENCY?”
CHECK OUT OUR 999 BARGAINS! 3 l
WAS NOW “
Aura CA200/PA100 (CHROME) \
pre-power £ 1500 £ 999
Castle Howard (YEW) £ 1400 £ 999
Mcintosh MC7100 Power £ 1575 £ 999 ‘
Tannoy Westminister Royal - E/D £14920 £9990 ’
...PLUS . .. =
USA ESOTERIA EPOS ES30 £ 2385 £1995 U.K. ESOTERIA
Naim DBL (PASSIVE) - S/H £ 8525 £2995
Teac V8B030S Tape (Gold) £ 700 £ 550

TANNOY WESTMINISTER ROYAL

EXCLUSIVE AREA DEALERSHIP FOR...
® ATC ® AVI ® CASTLE ®
® CHORD @ EPOS @ H/K @ JAMO CONCERT® LINN ®
® MARK LEVINSON @ MUSICAL FIDELITY ® PROCEED
® PROJECT @ PIONEER PRECISION @ RESTEK®
® ROKSAN @ TEAC @ PLUS:

Ll

ALCHEMIST, CABLE TALK, DPA, EXPOSURE, ‘ - s9 YW
= HARBETH, JBL, MARANTZ, MICHELL, MCINTOSH, OU%%%%&A&Q'V%&E
= NORDOST, PRECIOUS METALS, REL, RUARK, O BY 3%
YFVPSPIPPRUPRIRNRINIIN < \NHEISER, SONIC LINK,STANDS UNIQUE, TANNOY S S ,

TDL, AND MANY MORE

GENUINE BARGAINS AVAILABLE ON CLEARANCE ITEMS, 'PHONE FOR DETAILS' NEW MALDEN EXIT (A2403) ON A3 NEAR KINGSTON UPON THAMES

m JULY 1998 HI-FI WORLD



COMPACT DISC PLAYERS

One of Quad’s best products for a long time, the
67 is warmer and smoother than most, yet is
highly musical and revealing.

Has great clarity and presence for the price. Not
quite as naturally expressive as the CD4SE though.

A touch soft in the treble but outstanding in
every other aspect.

This British built player is extremely good value.
Upfront, punchy nature suits Techno and Rock.

Similar to the CD-63SE but more powerful bass
and an all-round smoother sound.

Replay quality is on a par with £250 machines but
analogue and digital recordings on CD-R and
CD-RW are outstanding.

The Caspian has a smooth, even sound with some
of the clearest treble in the business. Very
engaging, dynamic character.

Very detailed and revealing player. More cerebral
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A warm, atmospheric and smooth performer that
never fails to involve.

The Marantz excels in all areas. Without doubt
this is one of the most involving CD players
on the planet. Build quality is also exemplary.

|

Possesses the same lush tonal colour as the
Da Capo but is superior in every other way.

A thoroughly inspiring machine. One of the most
musical CD players around; sweet, open and
detailed.

COMPACT DISC TRANSPORTS

Not as substantially built as its chunky looks
suggest, the T is nevertheless a good entry-level
transport with a warm, expansive sound.

Beautifully built and finished, the CDM is packed
with sensible features and performs reliably, day-in
day-out.

HI-FI WORLD

World favourites guide

Cheap it isn't, but then it sounds like a million
digital dollars. Nothing short of superb.

CD CONVERTORS

]

c
|

>
o
[}
g
5]
o
-
3
]
3
3
=L
0 |
o
w
[}
3
a.
m
<
1]
3
o
@®
2
m
-
kS
=
>

HDCDs.

Takes lictle building to produce a clean, clear sound.
HDCD filter included.

With Crystal Semiconductors’ |8-bit DAC the
Marston produces clean-cut images and a
transparent sound stage. Very rhythmic too.

Offers a choice of filter modules, all up there
with the best. The Da Capo is impressive in many
respects, but is long in the tooth now.

Proof positive that today’s CDs needn’t sound
CD-like! Uses an in-house discrete convertor,
and DPA haven't skimped on the build

either!
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In a decent plinth with an arm of SME 309 calibre,
the 401 has a highly authoritative overall sound with
the most solid, expressive bass in the business.
Very musical, but treble isn’t up to modern
standards.

One of Thorens’ best-ever turntables. Needs a
modern plinth to give of its best. Duly installed,
it's good enough to face off the Garrard 401,
swapping some of its bass power for a more
delicate, incisive treble.

Fine in standard form with AC motor, frighteningly
good with a DC motor and battery PSU.

A fine all rounder and easy to upgrade too.Has
more depth and breadth than Rega Planar 3.

Not only does the Tarantelia have more style
than a catwalk full of models, it also combines
PT's usual clarity with real authority.

The biz.

With its control and grip on music the Junior
never fails to engage. Set-up is a piece of cake
and there’s a whole range of upgrades on offer
0o0.

g
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has detailed, ar'chitectural. if undynamic sound.
With QC PSU, scale and insight kill the competition.

The Pro-ject places the listener in the best seat in
the control room. Outrageous dynamics and a
punchy, seriously deep bass. Comes with Sumiko
arm and Ortofon MC30 Supreme.

DSU or XPS 3.5 power supply £150/170 extra.
Excellent pitch stability from a new Swiss motor
and outboard power supply. Very tight bass, fine
dynamics and revealing clarity.

The Darth Vader of analogue, the Orbe builds on
the strengths of the Gyrodec. An ultra-tuneful,
expansive sound.

Including the excellent SME V tonearm, the Model
20 is possibly the last great turntable, unless you've
got £11,000 for the Model 30, that is.

TONE-ARMS

This early heavyweight arm benefits from fine
engineering. Good dynamics and grip.

Supremely capable at the price, but not quite
humankind’s salvation as has been

suggested. Detailed, tight, rhythmic

sound but tonally rather grey and cold-
sounding.

This Paleolithic device doesn’t bother with
frequency extremes or detail, but its legendary
serviceability makes it a cult in Japan. Oh death,
where is thy sting?

A down-market version of the IV and V

with aluminium armtube and detachable
headshell. Tight, neutral sound with good
tonality, but lacks the 1V's pace and precision.

A masterpiece of precision engineering with a
cohesive, ultra-transparent sound.

CARTRIDGES

Warm, full-bodied, punchy and fast. Not to be
sniffed at for a tenner. Can be upgraded with a
better stylus at a later date.

An accomplished MM with a solid bass, slightly
forward midband and clean transients. £20 buys
the faster, more dynamic 1022GX.
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DNM MICA £185

Betters Goldring's 1042 and costs only £135 on

trade-in. An assured, detailed and transparent MM.

ORTOFON SUPREMES £225-£450
The MC10, MC20 and MC30 Supremes all offer
superb sound and value for money, with a rich,
smooth and musical performance.
ORTOFON MC2000 £650
We came across this one in an SME IV on a
Garrard 401; it duly gave one of the best results
we've ever heard.
ORTOFON ROHMANN £1000
In a way it's MC2000 meets MC7500 with the
tonal strengths and dynamo sound Ortofon put
into their moving-coil cartridges.
LYRA LYDIAN £649
A truly musical, sophisticated device that makes
most other MCs sound frigid.
VAN DEN HUL MC-10 £840
Fluid bass, finely etched treble and highly tuneful in
between. The MC-10 is honey, pure and simple.

ORTOFON MC7500 £2000

Conclusive proof that there’s hope for humankind.

CD lovers would die if they heard it.

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS

MISSION CYRUS Wil S/H

Both versions give a detailed, articulate and
dynamic sound but can sound lean.

DENON PMA-250SE £160
It might not have bags of grunt but the Denon can
sound very natural and open.
ROTEL RA-970BX £250
With its smooth and powerful sound, the

Rotel sings a seductive song with all types of
music.

PIONEER A-300R PRECISION £299
This is the cooking A-300 tweaked with special
components and it shows. Rhythm and detail

are first-class and the phono stage isn't far behind.

AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE  £595
This superbly made ltalian integrated has a lucidity
and control which leave the competition at up to
£1000 standing. Sound stage depth is
unequalled.

SUGDEN A2la £640
Class A transistor amp. Rich, crisp, deep, tight
sound and it images well too. Wonderful.
ROKSAN CASPIAN £695
Smooth, warm integrated with remote control
that works happily into most "speakers.

SONETEER ALABASTER £995

Builds on the strengths of the Campion with
ample control, colour and drive.

UNISON SIMPLY 2 £995
This single-ended valve amplifier is smooth,
sweet and open. An extremely musical
performer.

UNISON SIMPLY 4 £1495

Sonically similar to the Simply 2, but with more
power and control.

McINTOSH MA6800 £3735
The MA6800 not so much plays music as
takes control of it, with effortless bass

drive and a three-dimensional sound
stage.

PHONO STAGES

QED DISCSAVER £35

A true bargain that offers a cohesive, musical
sound but avoid using it in thin sounding
systems.

ROTEL RQ-970BX £130
Superb value entry-level phono stage with
audiophile quality components and clear sound.
LFD MISTRAL PHONO STAGE £300
The Mistral has a warmth and involvement that
make many more expensive phono stages sound
overpriced.

MICHELL ISO/HERA £530
Open, spacious and 3-D sound. Not for fans of
warmth though.

AUDIO INNOVATIONS P2 £749
Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of

the best phono stages around. One for vinyl
lovers.

ROKSAN ARTAXERXES X £950

With the Attessa PSU the Artaxerxes X
MM/MC stage still shines. Its fortes are great
stage depth, neutrality and tonal colour. Musical
too.

PRE-AMPLIFIERS

AUDIOLAB 8000C £520
Versatile with superb phono input. Can

sound sterile, but latest version is much
improved.

AUDIOLAB 8000Q £995

Excellent line-level only pre-amp, greatly improves
on 8000C with a more fluid, musical sound and

greater grip. Remote control.
XTC PRE-1 £1000

Almost valve-like in its smoothness, the line-level
Pre-1 is a warm and seductively clear.

CHORD CPA1800 £1800

Clarity, insight and control are second to none - an
addictive mixture.
MARANTZ MODEL 7 PRE-AMP £3500

A '60s reissue, the Marantz pre-amp still sounds
superb. Has a great phono stage.

POWER AMPLIFIERS

QUAD 1

second-hand

Classic valve monoblock with many thousands
still in use. Archetypal warm, smooth valve
sound, although not the last word in detail or
dynamics.

LEAK STEREO 20 second-hand
The Stereo 20 can sound impressively up-to-date,
although power and detail are ultimately
limited.

ARCAM ALPHA 9 £400
With 70watts on tap, the 9P will drive most
loudspeakers with a spacious and detailed sound.
Good bass drive too.
MISSION CYRUS POWER £450
This power amplifier is a real honey. Rich and
smooth, but with a firm grip; a fine blend of
properties.

SUGDEN AU4IP £530

Extremely competitive at the price with | 00W of
unusually smooth, full-bodied sound.

NAIM NAP180 £900
Partnered with a NACB82, this has classic Naim
control, making for a superbly rhythmic
presentation. A touch lean for some tastes.
MICHELL ALECTO STEREO £1300
A refined transistor amplifier with valve-like
transparency and a full, warm, easy-going
sound. The £1800 Alecto monoblocks
have rare lucidity and three dimensional
realism.

CHORD SPM 400 £1400
There's a sense of effortless power to the Chord
that gives music scale and presence.

XTC POW-{ £2000
Like the SPM 400 but loads more power on tap.
Will drive just about anything.
CHORD SPM 1200 £€2995
As smooth and composed as the Pre-1, the
POW- | has bags of power and
refinement.

MARANTZ MODEL 9 £8000
Authentic reproduction monoblocs still more than
cut the sonic mustard. The sound combines

grunt with great tonal colour and

expressiveness.

HI-FI WORLD



TUNERS

LEAK TROUGHLINE

second-hand

Our favourite way of listening to the wireless.
A deliciously mellifluous sound will have

you junking your transistor radio in

seconds.

NAD 412 £190
The 412 is remarkably musical and natural
sounding. Rich sound and full bass are a

rarity.

SONY ST-SA3ES £250
Beguiling RDS tuner for sonically discerning
button lovers. Good ergonomics and sensitive
too.

MISSION CYRUS FM7 £300
Clear and lucid sound puts it up with the best
regardless of price. Superb build too.
ROTEL RT990BX £500
High quality Michi-based tuner with a sophisticated,
forward sound with great imaging and

soundstage. Sensible facilities and remote

control.

NAIM NATO03 £500

The NATO03's warm, atmospheric sound is further
proof of Naim’s proficiency with tuners.

FANFARE FT-i £1350

In its native US the FT-] is no mere tuner but a
‘broadcast monitor’ no less, a task at which it acquits
itself well, with a clear and powerful sound.
NAIM NATOI £1380
This is the best solid-state tuner available bar

none. For better radio, go and live in the
studio.

CASSETTE DECKS

AIWA AD-S750

£150

Sonically a very decent machine. For the price
there's nothing better. Comes fitted with Dolby B,
CandS.

KENWOOD KkX-3080 £160
A simple deck, but high quality head and transport
give an unusually high level of performance at this
price. Not to be missed.
YAMAHA KX-580SE £250
The ‘Special Edition’ tag is more than a marketing
gimmick. Sound is solid and clear with Dolby S.
AIWA AD-5950 £300
A stable transport, superb head and Dolby S make
the AD-5950 an excellent all rounder.
PIONEER CT-5740S £430
A great piece of engineering from Pioneer,

with first rate sound on playback and
recording.

Hi-FI WORLD
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NAKAMICHI DR2 £600

Where serious cassette decks start. The DR2
pushes recordings to the limit, remaining
unflustered at all times.

NAKAMICHI DRI £850

Better still than the DR2, with manual head
azimuth adjustment to boot.
NAKAMICHI CR7 £1500

Kills every other cassette deck and stamps on
their graves.

LOUDSPEAKERS

TANNOY MERCURY m2

£140

A true audiophile bargain which embarrasses many
more expensive boxes.
KEF Q{5 £199
These stand mounters offer impressive bass
and excellent clarity but need a powerful
amplifier to perform at their considerable
best.

MISSION 732 £200
Characteristically fast, punchy Mission sound. Very
well balanced tonally.
B&W DM 602 £300
Deep and strong bass, pure, projected and
uncoloured midrange. Treble quality a little
metallic, but imaging precise. A lively, enjoyable
sound.

REL Q-BASS £350
Fev;/ subwoofers match the Q-Bass at the
price. The tuning controls can be a bit of a
fiddle, but once set up the rest is

pleasure.

CASTLE EDEN £450
Impressively vice-free 'speakers that offer great
transparency and involvement. Unbeatable at the
price.

EPOS ESI2 £495
Strong, punchy bass is allied to detailed
and articulate midrange and treble.
Above all, these ’speakers are thoroughly
musical.

REL STRATA £500
The Strata subwoofer is not a toy. It offers
superb, true hi-fi bass depth and power,
and opens up sound stage depth in
particular.

HARBETH HL-P3ES £799
A fine example of good loudspeaker engineering.
The top of the mini-monitor league.
HARBETH HL-Ké £975

Clean, musical and classy - Harbeth have done
themselves proud again.

KEF REFERENCE SERIES ONE £995
The KEFs combine pin-point imagery and detail
with a smooth and polite balance. Good, agile bass
too.

JAMO CONCERT 8 £1500
With their inch-thick cabinets and fabulous
drive units, the Concert 8s are the most
transparent stand mounters around.

They don’t suffer poor sources gladly
though.

EPOS ES25 £1505
Epos’ best. Combines near-uncoloured to
nality with characteristic fireworks in the
rhythm department. Superb by any other
name.

SPENDOR SP7/1 £1970
This big Spendor floorstander is very appealing
thanks to its open, lucid sound and valve-friendly
load.

TANNOY AMSS8 £2700
Bold sounding professional active monitor

with solid bass, clearly focused midrange
and delicious treble. Built-in
amplification.

QUAD ESL 63 £2860
A reference against which all other
loudspeakers are judged, the '63s have
uperb imaging qualities and genuine
transparency. Earlier ESL model is a fine
second-hand buy.

KEF REFERENCE SERIES FOUR  £3099
Superb bass and near-electrostatic sound
staging make these involving loudspeakers a
reference to others. Need a strong amplifier
though.
JBL S2600 £3500
Smooth, detailed and spacious with great
dynamics and fine imaging. Capable of producing

a superb performance when used in a big
room.

TANNOY WESTMINSTER ROYAL£10,000

An incredibly dynamic, detailed full-range
horn design with a rich sound. Its high
sensitivity predisposes it to valve
amplification.

MINI DISCS

SONY MDS-JE500 £300
An impressive overall sound quality and
unmatched convenience and editing facilities
make this budget MiniDisc player an excellent
buy.

KENWOOD DM-7090 £500
Both replay and recording quality are

superb through this Kenwood. Nakamichi
owners should start getting worried - at last
there’s competition.”



CLASSIQUE SOUNDS

(LEICESTER)

VINTAGE HIFI & VALVE SPECIALIST
FOR SALE.PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS

T-VAC Model TABOI Integrated Valve amplifier. Kt88 p/pull. Ex cond. Cost £1800. Bargatn only £895

Anon Adonis int Valve amp.Class A.Mint. £475  Pair Leak TL2S + amplifiers in black £550
Sugden A21A integrated amphfier with phono in mint condition and boxed Save over £380.00 £495
Moth series 30 passive pre amplifier (special) solid rosewood finish.Mint and boxed £110
Moth series 30 power amplifier (special) and power supply 60W + 60W.Solid rosewood Mint.Bxd £350
Gamma Acousties Era Standard pre-amp. £595  PS Audio Model 2 power amp.Mint.Boxed £ 195

Shearne Phase 3 pwr amp Ex dem Mint.Bxd £395 Townsend 600c pre-amplifier.Boxed. £125
Musical Fidelity E200 pre-amp Ex Dem Mint  £395  Dynaco Ca35 intergrated Valve amplifier  £275
Audiolab 8000A integrated amp Mint. Boxed £275  Linn Intek Intergrated amplifier.Mint.Boxed £ 225

Sugden A48 intergrated amplifier £125  Richard Allen Class A intergrated amplifier £ 150
Luxman LV 105 intergrated hybrid amp.Mint £400  Leak Vianostope pre-amplifier £ 50
Matched pair Leak TL10s. guaranteedf 508 Matched pair Leak TL12+ amplifiers.rebuilt £550
Pair Quad 2x in nice original condition £ 500 Leak TL25+ amplfier in grey Mono £ 250 quad 28.Sprayed
black Ex cond. £450  Rogers cadet monoblock amps ¥ 2 £195
Rogers Cadet 2.Pre/power amplifier £ 150 Rogers cadet 3 Valve intergrated amplifier £ 125
Leuk Sterco 20 power amplifier serviced £350 Leak TL254 in Bronze Mono £250
Audio Innovations First Audio amplifier £595  Audio Innavations /800 2 box pre-amplifer £ 250
Quad 303 power amp.Like new.Boxed £150 Beard p35 Valve power amplifier.boxed £495
Lumley M75 Valve power amps 2 Monos £499  Audio innovations s/200) power amplifier  £275
Quad 33 pre-amplifier.geod condition £ 75 Quad 303 power amplifier.good condition £ 125
Quad 405/1 amplifer.good condition £175 Quad 306 amplifier.excellent condition £200
Sugden p51 power amplifier £150  Sugden c51 pre-amphifier £100
Dnm 2A pre-amplifier and power supply £300 Dnm 2A pre-amplifier and 2 power supplies £ 400
Beard C35 pre-amplifier. Boxed £450  Jeff Rowland model one amplifier. Amazing £1500
TURNTABLES

Garrard 301s/4018.price Vanes on condition £ POA Thorens 124.Vunous prices and condition £ POA
Transeniptors Satum Tumtable.C/w arm/cart £195  STD 305M wmtable with Mayware arm, £125

SPEAKERS
Lowther Acoustas using PM7As ¢x cond £450  Quad Electrostatics ESL57s.Several in stock £ POA
Monitor Audio M14 Floorstanders £150 Monitor Audio MA3 & stands.Boxed £250
Pair Tannoy Lancasters.12i Monitor golds £595 Lowther Delphics using PM2A units. Ex cond£ 1 800
Keswich Audio Volante 1n cherry Mint.Bxd £395  Ongin Live Conquerors Roseweood. £595
Kef 10172 in rosewood. Mint Boxed £295  Tnangle Titus Black.Ex demo.Mintboxed £ 299
Spica Angelus.Cost £1600.Sell for £400 Rogers LS| speakers.Mint .Boxed £75
Castle Winchester Oak finish Mint Boxed £995  Tunnoy Eatons Excellent condition £195
Mordaunt short MS6M0 speakers Using Decca Kelly ribbon tweeters Excellent condition £275
OTHER ITEMS
Lowther PMAC drive units New.Boxed £250 Leak Troughline 3 mono.Good cond 75
SME Series 1V tone-arm Mint Boxed £595  Quad Fml with Quad stereo decoder, £ &)
Sme 30{M tone urms Vanous From £ 60 Quad FMI tuner. LW.MW.SW. £ 0
Tannoy 121 stlver speaker & X-over.mono £350 Leak Troughline 3 stereo tuner.Non worker £ 6

Cambndgc DACMAGIC MK2.Mint, Boxed £ 160 Pioneer PD-S 703 Cd player Mint Boxed £ 151
a KXSKO SE casseite Dech Mint. BXD £ 150 SME $/2000 Phiath. 301/3009 cut-out

TRANSLUCENT
PURE SILVER INTERCONNECT CABLE

99.99% pure silver conductors. Balanced.Quality gold plated Rca plugs.
1 metre terminated £80.00

Hall' metre terminated £60.00
Add £20.00 per additional half metre.
7 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT BETTER THAN

99.99% PURE SILVER WIRE

swtek e @ & $ T
sieEMENs GB PHILIPS T Mullard

Svetlana, Sovtek, Ei, General Electric, Sylvania, Philips ECG, JAN American
tubes as well as Mullard, GEC, Osram, Brimar, Telefunken, Philips.

AMPEREX U.S.A.
The myth is back!!! Improve your pre-amplifier with Amperex valves, ECC81,
ECC82, ECC83, ECC88, 12AUTWA, 5751, 7025 all with original "globe"
logo and yellow/green boxes.
SVETLANA RUSSIA
We can supply Svetlana audio and transmitting tubes such as EF86, EL34,
811A, 572B, SV572-10, 4CX250B, 3CX800A7, 3CX3000A7 and other
including the fantastic SV300B! The best 300B ever?.
OFFER OF THE MONTH

EL34 Ei Yugoslavia bulk packed 50pcs. at £ 500.000 {£10.000ea.)
12AX7WA JAN Philips ECG orig. boxes  100pcs. at £ 850.000 (£ 8.500ea.)
6080WC GE USA original boxes 50pcs. at £ 500.000 {£10.000ea.)
EL519 Et Yugoslavia original boxes 20pcs. at £ 418.000 (£20.900ea.)
...and many more. Prices in Italian currency excluding VAT.

DO YOU LIKE ITALIAN HI-FI?
Wide range of Italian used and ex-demo hi-fi items such as loudspeakers,
amplifiers etc. All items are in mint condition and in original boxes.

eA VINTAGE HI-FI <

Via Adda, 7 - 63031 CASTEL DI LAMA (AP ) - ITALY - Tel fax ++39 736 812118
E-mail: oyster@iol.it

@ ONLY £4.95 METRE. (.Smm unsleeved)
NEW E EAR/YOSHINO EQUIPMENT

EAR 83 £499
EAR 83 J] ly £349

301/401/124 POWER SUPPLIES & PLINTHS

301/401/124 Power supplies. Amazing value at only £125 each.
[Piinths @ £175.00(unfinished) or £275.00(finished)
[Very heavy.Leak mains/output transformers fitted from £90.00

REPAIR AND SERVICE ON ESL 57s

Repair of damaged treble or base panel including dust covers. £95
EHT units £28 service Full £POA.

Dust covers per panel £10. Enough for 1 complete speaker £25.
fitting of dustcovers treble or base £30 inclusive.

WANTED (ring for best price)

‘intage/modern valve Hifi equipment & valves.to include:
LEAK, QUAD, RADFORD, ROGERS, DECCA, LOWTHER,
GARRARD,TANNOY,VITAVOX, VORTEXION, CROFT,2
EAR, LUMLEY, AUDIONOTE, THORENS, ETC

VALVES BY:- GEC, MULLARD, OSRAM, BRIMAR, ETC

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS TEL/FAX 0116 2835821
OR 0802 213740 (MOBILE)

AYLESTONE, LEICESTER, LE2 8QE

CLASSIQUE HOUSE, 61 AYLESTONE DRIVE,

¥4 JULY 1998

BorderPairol

Valve Amplifier Power Supply Upgrade £595.00

Off board valve rectified, choke input filter power supply for valve
Amplifiers. This upgrade reduces distortion, increases resolution and
strengthens bass performance and dynamics. if you like the sound of
your vaive amplifier but would like to tighten the bass and strengthen
the overall dynamics this is what you need. versions available to suit
everything from vintage Leaks to modern Audio Innovations, Audio
Note and Art Audio designs. If you are unsure about the suitability for
your amp please telephone us.

‘In every instance the Border Patrol effect was nothing short of a
transformation. Bass solidified, imaging became significantly more three-
dimensional and substantial, and the power supplied amp made the regular
version sound, quite literally, a mess.’

'With the Border Patrol back on the music regained its composure:
instruments not only sounded more natural and realistic, but seemed much
more musically coherent. In many respects it was like taking the good
things about transistor amps and adding them to the natural strengths of
valves - a remarkable blend.’

...Jason Kennedy Hi-Fi Choice April 97

Call us for A/B with/without demonstrations of the
BorderpPatrol effect

BorderPatrol Tel/Fax Brighton 01273 276716

HI-FI WORLD




GAMMA
ACOUSTICS

“This amplifier possessed a
seductive vitality, a marvellous
sense of communication with the
heart of the music. Vocals were
most communicative, subtle
dynamic contrasts were portrayed
very well, and the music bounced
along with a fine sense of rhythm.
This amplifier was seriously
transparent, showing great clarity,
fine stereo depth and very fine
presentation of space and
ambience in the sound stage.”
“It sounded quick, direct,
uncomplicated, with an ability to
resolve subtle textures in
instrumental scoring. Taken
overall, the sound quality score
(on my usual subjective listening
test scale) was an impressive 23
points.

Martin Colloms

HI FI NEWS / RR March 97

The Rhythm presentation as a
whole could be described as clean
and powerful, in an appealing
natural way.”...“Whether it was
the string quartets of Ravel or
Debussy, Alanis Morisette or Joni
Mitchell being fed into the
Rhythm, what emerged always
impressed with its natural, easy
power and control. For those in
search of an alternative to the
300B, one which couples the
organic feel of valve amplification
with a rather un-valve-like ear-
opening bass entension and
control, the rhythm is definitely
worth audition.”

Jon Marx
HiFi World July 1996

S VDT

Partnered with sensible ‘speakers of
good bass depth, the Rhythm is capabli?

of impressive performance.

HAT HI*FI? says

sound ke gk
facilities Tk hAk
build Fkk gk
verdict * kA A Kk

Dan Houston
WHAT HI*FI May 1997

Tel: 01753 526939
Fax: 01753 532262

EPOCH REFERENCE 5
LOUDSPEAKERS
£2999

Ivy Lodge, 81 Sussex Place, Slough, Royal Berkshire, SL1 1NN, England.

NEW AECN MONO BLOCKS £4999

§ RRP XD S/H

Audionote SPX reference speaker

cable 2.5m by wire set (10m) £7000 £2800
' |Mana sounds table £300 £160

Torlyte stand ‘‘one of the

best ever made” £160

EPOCH Reference VY black ex demo

as new £2999 £1650

CLEAR \NCE LIST

Lumley Stereo 40 Power Amp S/H Mint £1000  £380

Trichord Pulsar DAC and Transport
Ex-demo as new (Mint) £2119 £1600

Genesis £569  £479

GEMINI line integrated S. Ended
BARGAIN Last one! €699  £350

RHYTHM 211/VT4C phano Ex-Demo
Marked £2499  £999

RHYTHM LINE Ex review/as new £2499 £1499

AEON MK| MONOBLOCKS 20 Watt S.E. Si
construction Ex-review
£4999 £2499

new marked - to clear
Epoch loudspeakers Ex-demo £1499  £750
A rare oppartunity to acquire one of a handful of units
made possibly worlds finest turntable voyd reference
with twin box power supply units staggering

performance, stunning rosewood finish, hellus cylene
tonearm and audionote 1.0. Cartridge £€9999

Golf GT! 16V 3 door black stunning, fast F Reg 88K
Alloys, central locking, elc. windows, sunroof, aceoff
stereo and power amp excellent genuine car
£4495 now £2999

Ty e—
254,



Midland Audio X-change

AudioNote « Densen » Dpa « Mark Levinson * Michell + ProAc « Rega * Roksan ¢ Ruark

S/hand and ex-demo clearance items - June '98
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Suppliers and installers of High Quality Audio Systems

Was Now
Arcam Delta 70.2 CD Player 699 249
Audio Innovations Second Audio Mono's 3299 1299
Audio Research D400 Poweramplifier 5800 2300
Castle Acoustics Isis 249 179
Castle Acoustics Tay 349 269
Deva 600 Integrated 999 699
Deva 250 Integrated 399 299
Dpa Enlightenment DAC 825 499
Dpa Enlightenment Drive 725 399
Dpa Reinassance CD Player 950 695
Linn Majik 1 Phono Amplifier 850 450
Magnaplanar SMG 1C Oak 895 350
Marantz MA500 Monoblocks 499 269
Micromega Stage 1 CD Player 549 299
Monitor Audio 352 Rosewood Speakers 299 149
Musical Fidelity MAS0 Monoblocks 800 349
Naim Audio Naxo 3/6 X-Over (New Style) 650 349
QLN Model One Black Ash Loudspeakers 800 399
Quad 33/303/FM3 n/a 250
Rega EXS Stereo Poweramp 598 425
Rega Hal Pre Amp mm/mc Remote 998 695
Roksan Caspian Integrated 695 550
Roksan Caspian Power Amptifier 599 475
Roksan Xerxes BIk/XPS II/RB300/0C9 1599 750
Roksan XPS 3.5/DSU Power Supply 320 249
Rotel RB970 BX Stereo Power Amplifier 225 175
Rotel RC 970 BX Pre Amp (New) 175 129
Rotel RCD 965 BX Discrete CD Player 399 229
Sony CDP 790 CD Player 199 99
Sugden Symetra Mono Class A (1 Pair) 1650 950
Tascam 688 Midi Studio (Flight Cased) 2500 799
TDL RTL 3 Rosewood Loudspeakers 399 275
Teac P500 Transport 600 375
VPI TNT Mk 2.5 (New Parts Fitted) 3995 2599
Zeta Tonearm VDH Wired 599 295

Midland audio exchange are looking for good used British &
American Hi-fi, cash paid call John Roberts on 01562 822236
now!

Sirius D 200 Power Amplifier: Fully balanced studio quality. Precise
imagery and depth at a realistic price: £2995.00

Bks Hibrid 107 Mk !: Loudspeakers from Denmark made from the finest
granite known to man. Amazing sound from this small floorstanding
Ribbon Hybrid: £1500.00

Nagra PLP Valve Preamplifier: uses a battery & fully rechargeable
power supply thus making it one of the quietest phono stages around in
the vinyl domain: £6995.00

Pass Labs Aleph 3 Power Ampilifier: a pure class A 30 watts per chan-
nel into 8 ohms won the Stereophile amplifier of the year gives a new
dimension to realistically priced high ends: £1995.00

Audio Analogue Pagannini CD Player: Stunning sound and looks from
this Italian Amplifier manufacturer. Utilising 24-bit technology, CEC mech-
anism. A must at £695.00 (We think)

Basis 2000 Series Turntables: A new range from the USA's leading
turntable specialist. Prices start at £2000.00 including the Basic Rega
RB300 with fully adjustable VTA

Unison Research: 300b smart monos producing 24-watt triple single
ended Triode power. An open window into what truly is possible with
valves today: £4250.00

Michell Engineering: New Orca Pre amps and redesigned Alecto
stereo/mono power amps. Transparency from the UK's leading Turntable
manufacturer. Prices on application

AudioNote: The new CD3 CD player will be here in early May. Many of
the CD2 features are included, but with a better valve section on the out-
put stage, and incorporating the new black gate capacitors on the power
supply. Price: £1599.00 Upgrades are available to existing CD2 owners
at £600 plus carriage

Also available the affordable CD1 from Audio Note at an astonishing
£599, it utilises a Delta Sigma D/A Conversion system and an all impor-
tant ECC 82 valve in the audio output stage

Diapason Karis Loudspeaker: The most beautiful mini monitor ever
seen here, made from [talian walnut then highly polished and lacquered.
Must be heard and seen. Price: £1250.00
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181 Franche Road « KIDDERMINSTER + Worcs « DY11 5AD
Ring John Roberts « Tel/Fax: 01562 822236 « Mobile: 0421 605966

Art Pepper meets the Rhythm section - AP HQ 180grm
Arthur Louis (featuring Eric Clapton) - Knockin' on Heaven's Door
Average White Band - AWB MFSL 200grm

Bert Kaempfert - Master Recordings. Polydor 180gm
Bob Dylan - Time Out of Mind 120grm double

Boston - Boston MFSL 200 grm

Buddy Guy - | Was Walking Through the Woods MCA 180grm
Cannonball Adderley - Something Else 180grm
Cassandra Wilson - New Moon Daughter

Cat Stevens - |zitiso MFSL 200grm

Dave Brubeck - Time Out 180grm.

Dave Mason - Alone together MCA Heavy Vinyl 180grm
Deep Purple - Made in Japan Limited Edition

Dexter Gordon - Go 180grm

Dizzy Giliespie - Reunion big band MPS 180gm

Doc & Merle Watson - Pickin the Blues AP HQ180grm
Eagles - Hell Freezes Over

Eagles - Hotel California DCC 180grm

ELP - Trilogy MFSL 200grm.

Elvis - 24 Karat Hits DCC 180grm Double

Elvis is Back - DCC 180 grm

EMI - EM! 100 Years 180 grm (Al titles stocked)

EMI - Jazz Classics 180 grm

Fieetwood Mac - Rumours 180 grm

Frampton Comes Alive MFSL 200 grm Double

Hank Mobley - Soul Station 180 grm

Herbie Hancock - Blow Up 180 grm

Horace Parlan - On the Spur of the Moment. Biue Note 180grm
Ike Quebec - Soul Samba. Blue Note 180grm

Janis lan - Revenge

Janis lan - Breaking Silence 180grm

Jimi Hendrix - Band of Gypsies

Jimi Hendrix - R.U. Experienced

Jimi Hendrix - Axis bold as love 180grm

Jimi Hendrix - First Rays of the New Rising Sun 180grm
Joan Armatrading - Same 180grm

John lee Hooker - The Real Folk Blues Alto 180grm
John M Jarre - Oxygene 7-13 180grm

John Mayall - The Blues Alone MFSL 200grm

Joni Mitchell - Court & Spark DCC 180grm

Lee Morgan - Sidewinder 180grm

Linda Ronstadt - Greatest Hits DCC 180grm

Louis Armstrong/Duke Ellington - Sessions 180grm
Massenet - Le Cid/Last Sleep - L. Fremaux 180grm
Miles Davis - Kind of Blue Double 180grm.

Miles Davis - Tutu 180grm.

Mobile Fidelity Titles - Special Offer 200grm

Monty Alexander - Live at Montreux 180grm

Moody Blues - Every Good Boy MFSL 200grm

Nat king Cole - The Very Thought of You Dcc 180grm
Nina Simone - Sings the Blues 180grm.

Oscar Peterson - The lost tapes MPS180grm

Patricia Barber - Café Blue 180grm

Pink Floyd - EMI Cent 180grm Box Set

Pink Floyd - EMI Cent 180grm Single Albums

Queen Rocks - Best of Queen 180grm

R.E.M. - Murmur MFSL 200grm

Ravel - Rapsodie Espanole - Paray 180grm.

Rick Wakeman - J.T.C.O.T.E. MFSL 200grm

Ry Cooder - Paris Texas 180grm

Saint Saens - Organ Symphony - L Fremaux 180grm
Santana - 1st Album 180grm

Santana - Abraxas 180grm

Sarah McLachlan - Fumbling Towards/Freedom Sessions
Sergio Mendes and Brasil - '66 180grm

Sonny Clark - Cool Struttin' Blue Note 150grm

Steve Miller - Greatest Hits DCC 180grm

The Best of Roy Orbison - DCC 180grm double

The Doors - DCC 180grm

The Doors - Waiting for the Sun DCC 180grm

The Doors - Strange Days DCC 180grm

The Weavers - Reunion at Carnegie Hall AP HQ180grm
Tom Petty and The Heartbreakers - She's the One

U2 - Unforgettable Fire MFSL 200grm

Van Morrison - Moondance 180grm

Wayne Shorter - Speak No Evil 180grm

Al DiMeola/J Mclaughlin/P De Lucia - Friday.Nightin'S F 180grm

All these titles are available from stock mail order - a charge of
£2.00 per consignment will be made.

£21.95
£11.95
£19.99
£21.95
£14.99
£19.95
£21.95
£15.90
£19.95
£19.99
£21.95
£24.95
£17.95
£15.90
£19.95
£21.95
£17.90
£21.95
£19.95
£34.95
£21.95
£14.90
£15.90
£15.90
£34.95
£15.90
£15.90
£19.95
£19.95

£9.95
£24.95
£12.95
£17.95
£21.95
£24.95
£19.95
£19.95
£15.95
£19.95
£21.95
£15.90
£21.95
£19.95
£21.95
£38.00
£15.90
£19.99
£19.95
£19.99
£21.95
£19.95
£19.95
£21.95
£99.95
£15.90
£17.90
£19.95
£21.95
£19.95
£15.90
£21.95
£19.99
£21.95
£29.95
£19.95
£19.95
£21.95
£32.95
£21.95
£21.95
£21.95
£21.95
£11.90
£19.95
£15.90
£15.90
£19.95




YES KAN DO

David Price looks at a great second-
hand loudspeaker bargain,

Linn’s diminutive Kan stand mounter.

ntil 1980 the only mini-monitor
l , worth having was the BBC

LS3/5a. With its superb clarity it
was great on Classical music, but like all
BBC designs it just didn’t boogie. A
shame, because many Rock fans
hankered after a mini ‘speaker that could
really kick, but they had thus far been
denied. Linn responded with the Kan, so
called because it “can do what other
small speakers can’t”, in the words of the
Glaswegian company’s PR-speak.

With very similar (12in. by 7.5in. by
6.5in.) dimensions and the same
ubiquitous KEF B110 Bextrene mid/bass
unit, many people assumed the two
would sound practically the same. This
couldn’t have been further from the truth
- unlike the LS3/5a, the Kan used a
superb Scanspeak tweeter and different
crossovers and internal construction.

Because of their low 86dB sensitivity
and 6ohm nominal impedance, Linn
recommended Kans be used with nothing
other than top Linn/Naim systems.
Magazines preached that anything ‘less’
than a Naim NAP160 was tantamount to
slaughter of the first-born child. Although
this overstated the case, the Kan really
didn’t suffer fools gladly.

Rammed hard against rear walls and
driven by the then rather soft and
beguiling Sondek, the results gelled
perfectly. The Naims’ low-end grunt
allied to the Sondek’s smooth treble
countered the Kans’ characteristic
forwardness and the music flooded forth.
Particularly strong on rhythms, the Kans
could stop-start faster than just about
every other moving-coil ‘speaker around,
making for razor-sharp transients and a
genuinely musical, foot-tapping sound.

The downside was the bass - errm,
there wasn’t any. Bass guitars
disappeared from Pop songs, Jazz no
longer had double-basses, while great
church organs sounded more like
Stylophones. Despite Linn’s claimed
70Hz to 20kHz (+/-3dB), there was
precious little action under 120Hz, truth
be told. Still, you could partly get round
this with careful siting, high-grade

HI-FIl WORLD

sources with
plenty of
extension, and
telling yourself
you didn’t like
low frequencies
anyway.

A couple of
years later, Linn
introduced the
Kan Il stand, a
far more sturdy
open-frame type
with top spikes
which gave the
Kan a chance to
work even more
of its rhythmic
magic. A series
of ‘speaker
modifications
followed,
including a new
tweeter.
However, most
mods were
subtle in effect,
and only served
to give the
‘speaker added
mystique - people spoke in terms of Kans
having good vintages, like fine wines.

In 1989 the Kan Il followed, with the
biggest mods to date. Although the
enclosure dimensions were retained, the
Il cabinetry was substantially reworked
for extra stiffness. Front baffle thickness
was increased, and it was welded into
position with ultra-strong adhesives. The
tweeter end of the baffle was raised for
improved dispersion, while the crossover
was redesigned and made bi-wireable.

The result was an altogether more
civilised loudspeaker, with a more even
frequency balance and fewer unwanted
colorations. Kan purists were divided as
to whether the ‘Il was better as it lacked
some of the original’s punch, but this was
all very much a matter of personal taste.
Ultimately the Kan Il was a superior ‘real
world’ design and even worked well with
CD.

The very last Kan |ls featured Linn’s
Ku-Stone inserts, but they weren't around
for long. By 1994 the cost of the drivers
was getting too high to make the Kan a
viable commercial proposition, and Linn
introduced the Tukan instead. Although a
nice little ‘speaker, it's a far more middle-
of-the-road design - it’s lively and musical
but without the steel of its funky
predecessors.

The good news is that for the price of
a cheap entry-level stand mounter you
can get a good pair of Kans second-hand.
Pay between £120 and £250 depending
on age, condition and whether stands are
included. Make sure they come with the
original box, and, if Kan lls, with the bi-
wire link key too. Set them up close to
the wall, use a rich sounding cartridge in
your turntable - forget about Linns or
Audio Technicas - and sit up and enjoy
the action!s

JULY 1998 E
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oice hi-fi - the ongma

Martin Logan CLS IIZ &
New in and the Kinergetic Subwoofer £4500 £10000
Monitor Audio 700 PMC £450 £600
Proac Response 4 £7995 £12500
Choice annal Royd Priors £495 £950
POWER AMPLIFIERS Price ’ Alon V mk il Blk £2500  £5000
Jadis JA500 £7995 221000 Wilson System 5.1 £10995 £17000
EAR 509 mk Il (2 pairs available). . £1395  £2500 Wilson 3/2 £5995 £15000
Audio Research VT 60 £1295 £2400 Alon Lotus SE £3000 o

Audio Research Classic 60 (2 available) £1495  £3600 E Ext St £4250 £7000

Musical Fidelity F16 £2095  £2500 T g i Citietin + Shands e

Boulder 102 AE £2650  £3400 ; i

Linn Kairn pro (Brilliant psu) £900  £1400 k'g: 'é?r'::':ds ££g59050 £1%88

Conrad Johnson Prem 11a £2395  £3500 : . .

i 4
Pioneer A400 £195  £300 | ¥ Best prices paid for top qualit | Rasnged o e
quip

52?;':'1 ':ﬁ,ﬁ, 1255% gggg ;:19/88 £ Gefbrows prstexeiange Sonus Faber Sub woofer + X-over

PRE AMPLIFIERS + power amp £1495 £3200

Audio Research Reference 1 mk Il £6500 £9000 | ®© Show room/dem room

Musical Fidelity F25 £1095 £1500 # Long term trade in policy, to allow

Musical Fidelity X-Tone + X-psu ~ £225 €320 continual upgrading CD Players

Conrad Johnson PV12 (mm/mc)  £1995 £2590 All credit cards inc. A

Krell KRC £3795 gero0 | O A eredit cards inc. Amex & DACS

AVI 2000 pre/remote £575 £900 ® Mail order

CAT SL1 mkll Black/Silver £4500 €650 | Export service PS. Audio Ultralink £795  £2390

Exposure 1112 mm/mc £695  £1300 - ) EAD 9000 Series Il HDCD £3250 £6000

Naim NAC 72 £550 £750 ® Finance arranged subject to status Wadia 16 £4750 £7395

g:’lg“'&gaz £495 £700 ® Widest range available Mission Cyrus Discmaster (Transport) £595  £1000
; ; Krell SBP 64X £3500 £9900

B & W 802 mk Ill (Black/Walnut)  £1895 £2800 | ¥ /n-depth experience on high end M C Cormack DAC-1 £695  £995

Martin Logan Aerius i £1595 £2299 (s of EEEsIe D Wadia 22/26 POA.

Acoustic Energy AE1 £595 £795 ¥ Unbiased advice Acuphase DP70 £2250  £4500

200“5:!“ E“‘"QY ﬁggg Eggg gggg © Unique 'Hi-Fi Exchange’ - a Acuphase DP90/91 £9950 £20000

E:::S l:;ie SE:QV W5 o000 computerised database of sales Forsell Air Ref Transport mk Il

K,ipsg‘h La Scala 605  £9400 and wants - will put you in touch Forsell Air Ref dac £8995 £13800

Audio Alchemy Transport DDS 2 £495 £900

Sonus Faber Electa Amators + -

Adj St/Wood Stands £1795  £3700  Jadis Defy 7 mk Il g3750 pazp  JHark Levinson 30.5/31 e o

TURNTABLES/ANALOGUE/VARIOUS Mark Levinson 20.5 £5995 £12000  Jeac -

Linn Arkiv £695  £1000 Meracus Transport £1995 £3995

Cieor Ausio S 8 e, e (7)Pre Maronts dogs o
gma £450 £600 X 2 .

hZEnMNCATTPO’;O?Sni?ge ££1525905 Efggg Pink Triangle Ordinal £595 £900
Armageddon Kiyde §2200 3200 MG Cormeck LT Toes  fons Q Tur “t-abiel Is
COPLAVERS s DACS . o leench e e s & Anaogue

Theta Data basic £1695 £2397  McCormack Micro Line Drive £395 £595  Piere Lurne J1/SL5 £1750  £4500
Linn Karik 3 (Brilliant) £1250 £1895  jadis JP 80 mm £4995  £8000 Basis Ovation £3495  £4950
Linn Numieric (Brilliant) £995  £1500  Aydio Research LS3 £1195  £1900  Piere Lurne JISowther mk Iil £1800  £4500
C.ALL Tercet mk ll £895  £1700 Aydio Research SP15 Rev A £2495 £6000  yP| TNT Wheaton Ill £1995  £5000
Teac D10 dac £495 €800 audio Research LSS5 mk Il £3000 £5700  Forsell Air Force One £11895 £25000
DPA Renaissance + the power £795 €100 augio Research SP11 mk I £1795 £3500  Kinshaw Overture Phono £250  £395
o - i £850  £1600 " Magnum P200 £995  £1895  |jnn LP12 Lingo/Cirkus/Akito  £1200  £2000

Audio Alchemy DDE V1.0 + psu1  £195 £300 Meridian 208 incl. Phono Ortofon MC 7500 £1295  £9250

(C.D/ pre amp) £495  £1500 Kiseki Purpleheart Sapphire £495  £1200
Systemdek I| XE 900/RB 250 £395 £650

Amplifiers

‘ //—‘wua lity Sequera Tuner (Original) £4500 £-
LP12/ittok £695  £1500
Conrad Johnson MF 2300 £1895  £2990 Speakers Quad FM3 Tuner £225 ¢.

Audio Research M300 monoblocks £4995 £10000

Conrad Johnson Prem 8a £7995 £16000  ATC SCM 10 Black £795  £1150

Boulder 500 AE £3795 g£5000  Alon IV mklli £2000  £3500 Clearance

LFD PA1/LS1 £895 £1998

Musical Fidelity P180 & CRPS x2  £795  £1600  Gpoice Mi-Fi make it cacy for you 10 Bargains

i EUeianoBieks £195  £1990  fuifit your sonic dreams. Quality hi-fi is not  Audio Research D125 balanced power £1595  £3500

Audio Research D240 mk Il £1795  £3500 just about expensive brandnames, it's Beard P35 £495  £1395

R ay o omart 555 £2300 £300  Gbout aspiring to the very best sound. Chameleon Ruby Power Amp (200W) £495  £1200

AUd.'o Note P1 SE £595 £950 about choosing your ideal system from Alchemist Kraken x 2 Stereo &

‘n;ad',z_JA 2(5)1M|g?0blotczs ££4695905 £1g388 the widest selction in the country, in a Pre-amp £695  £1400
eridian egrate: . unique no-pressure environment. It's

Quafi I's 2 x 2 monoblocks (special) £600 5o about taking advantage of our unrivalled ':VQ.AGIO Monoplock;;)gSlO Pre-atmg 539(5) £;:760

Audio Research VT 150 se £7995 £17000  knowledge and being given the freedom udio Innovations 5500 Integrate 5 999

Audion Golden Knights £2495 £4000 o0 choose and upgrade the audio  EXposure IX professional

LFD PA2/ LS1/MCA1 £1495  £3000 equipment you want, when you want. power supply £495  £1595

Audion Silver Knights (Gold) £1495  £2250  Others may sell you hi-fi, Choice Hi-Fi will Exposure V Active x over £295 £995

Musical Fidelity P140 £250 £450  sell you solutions. EAD 7000 Transport £995  £2495

tel 0181 392 1959 & 0181 392 1963

fax 0181 392 1994 e mai choice hifi@msn.com open from 10am to 8pm by appo/ntment
All equipment 1s in mint, second hand or as new condition - guaranteed

Agents for: Acoustic Energy, Alon, ATC, Boulder, Bryston, C.A.T., Chord, Elemental Audio, Forsell. Gamm felios, Impulse, Lumiey,
Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight Wire, Target, Totem, Trichord, Trilogy, van den Hul. VPI, XLO and many more.



Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive insertions
will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions.

PINK TRIANGLE Cardinal CD
transport reclocked £350.
DaCapo DAC converter 20 bit
filter £750. Mission 73|LE
speakers £50. Mission 75C centre
speaker £1C0. Transparent Audio
Music Link Plus speaker cable 5Sm
pair £200. Tel: 01256 359 407

(uiqh)

AUDIOLAB 8000 DAC £650
ono. Audiolab 8000C preamp
£350. 2 x Im AudioQuest
Diamond 2 solid silver
interconnects £360. New
Monarchy 33B Dac/Prearp, Ltd
Edition £750. New Monarchy
18B DAC/preamp £450. 2 x
Monarchy SE100 monoblocks
£700 each. NAD 5020 turntable
£70. All in mint condition. Tel:
0141 884 3831 (Jui(l)

MARANTZ CD 80 £350. Deltec
Big-Bit Dac, upgraded to 7350
advanced bitstream chip-set
£350. Musical Fidelity The Pre-
Amp 2A £80. 2 x pair of Audio
Technica interconnects. Cost
£140, wanting £70. Tel: 01302
310 029 (Jul(t)

AV! 52000 MP/MM pre
amplifiier & monoblocks
(150w). Remote controiled, six
inputs, inc MM/MC phono

stage. 10 months old, can
demonstrate, boxed, may split.
(New) £2600 (Sell) £1730. No
offers. Tel: 0151 348 0256

(ui(h)

WANTED: LEAK 2075 speakers,
any condition, drive units must be
good. Thanks to Terry C. for all
that info. Tel: 01453 764 734 or
0370 951 875 (Jul())

HARBETH BBC LS5/12As, | year
old, walnut £1050. Harbeth HLP3
£325. Quad FM3 £50. QED Digit
£50. Cheap Nakamichi cassette
£75. Snell Type K £230 Tel:
01304 813 572 (Jul(l)

LOWTHER AUDITORIUM
Acousta folded horn speakers

HI-FI WORLD

{81cms H x 24cms W x 48cms D)
with 4 new PM2C drive units,
97dB sensitivity, rewired, teak
finish £550. Tel: 0171 328 5001
after 6pm (Central London) (Jul{l)

EPOS ES30 (walnut) 3 months
old, asking £1700. M.L.T. 330
interconnect |.5m asking £180.
M.LT. MH750 plus speaker cable
(8 foot pair), asking £400. Tel:
01296 437 314 evenings.

(Aylesoury) (Jul(l)

MARK LEVINSON No.28 pre-
amp (high gain phono) £ 1 150.
Audiomeca Mephisto and Audio
Synthesis DAX (balanced Ultra-
Analogue and other options)
£2300 ono. Mirage M3Si's £2000
ono. Tel: John 0171 548 3678
(office), 01279 653 800 7-9pm

(uiqn)

NAIM NAC82 £1350. HiCap
£400. NAP250 £950. All new
style, mint and boxed. KEF 104/2
£500 boxed. Tel: 01638 743 316

Qui(h

MICROMEGA CD3.1, Duo
transport + Clock 2 upgrade
£650. Micromega Duo Pro 2
DAC £650. Superb combination
(£3000 new), mint and boxed.
Tel: 01638 743 316 (Jul(l)

AUDIO SYNTHESIS Transcend
transport. One year old, cost
£1400. Will accept £650. Tel:
01454 418 997 after 5.30pm (Jul)

AUDIO INNOVATIONS LI valve
preamp and Pl valve phono amp.
Absolutely mint condition and
excellent sound quality. Cost new
£369 each, will sell for £165 each.
Tel: 01475 675 969 (Jul(l)

MERIDIAN M20 Active speakers.
Black ash with stands, Meridian
Signal leads Excellent condition,
original boxes. Cost £1250, for
sale at £500. Tel: 01798 342 453
weekends (West Sussex) (Jul(l)
MERIDIAN 101 pre-amp for sale.
£75 Tel: 01732 461 358 (Jul(l)

KRELL KSA100S Power amplifier,
power, reliability and finesse for
£2995. Comes complete with
acoustic mass damper spiked feet.
Tel: Jonathan 01453 885 032

Qui(t)

AUDIONOTE ANS3 Silver
wound moving coil step up
transformer. Mint condition
£1200. Tel: 01474 743 326 (Kent)

Quiq)

DPA RENAISSANCE CD Phayar
£575. | metre White Slink
interconnect £45. Bought
together £600. Tel: 01443 775
604 (ui(l)

CASTLE HOWARD $2 light oak,
2 years old, immaculate condition
£500. No offers please. Tel: 0976
24| 713 (Blackburn) (Jul)

KEF 300B, pair £100. Kef T52,
pair £30. Lux L2, int/amp £50.
Gennex ALX5 (cabinets) £15.
Goodmans DT3 (one) £15 QED
turnuable shelf, tubular frame,
spiked Torylyte base £30. Rega
RB300 (needs attention) £35. Tel:
01474 708 631 (Kent) (Jul(l)

SPENDOR SP2 Mkl mint, boxed
£300. Logic Datum arm £10.
2x6m lengths OFC Highest
speaker cable £20. Tel: 01274 817
035 (Jul())

NAIM NAC82 £1300, Hi-Cap
(x4) £390 each, Nap250 (x2)
£850 each, Pre-fix £220,
Amageddon £370, Nat02 (4
months old) £700, CD! £1100. All
new style, all boxed, all vgc. Tel:
01761 415 040 (Somerset) (Jul(l)

KING OF KINGS Nakaini
1000 ZXL cassette. An
outstanding beast £4000 ono.

Nzkamichi Dragon, superb
cassette machine £2500 ono.
Naim X-Over 2.4 model £325
ono. Tel: 018 886 8034 (Jui(l)

WANTED AUDIOPHILE
magazine November 990. Tel:
Harry 0181 664 7090 (Jul{l)

SPECIAL
INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 138 FOR
DETAILS

CROFT CHARISMA preamp,
chrome front, upgraded by GT
Audio. Superb sound, boxed as
new £750. Croft Series 4S5
poweramp £550. Rega Planar 3,
as new £175. Tel: 0181 203 2120

Qui()

WORLD AUDIO Design KLS3
speakers, professionally built
cabinets, cherry veneer, mint
condition, superb sound, can be
demonstrated. Too large for
present room £500. Tel: 01252
870 861 (Yateley) (Jul(l)

SONY DTC750 DAT tape deck
plus 80 tapes, vge £325. Also
Revox B77 1/2 track 3.75 & 7.5
ips with about 50 10.5 inch tapes,
vge £375. Tel: Alan 0116 241
9939 (Jul(t)

NAIM NAC82, 18 months old, as
new, inc. phono boards £1400
ono. SWAP - DPA Enlightenment
Trans/Dac for Audio Research
SP9 Mkl or MklIl. Acoustic
Energy AEl’s on dedicated stands
£600. EAR 859 ex. cond,, 2 years
old, boxed, manuals £1000. Rotel
RT 950 BX ex-dem tuner £160.
Quad 77 int. amp, Carbon, boxed
£400 ono. Audio Innovations 500
valve amp, boxed (£1000) £350.
Tel: Jules 01792 280 061 (Jul(l)

MARANTZ CDé63SE CD player,
little used £170. Audioquest
Quartz interconnects £45.
Audioquest Video Z digital cable
£25. Tel: 01293 786 453 evenings
(near Gatwick Airport) (Jul)

LINN ACT1V System. Linn
Isobarik speakers (inc stands).
Three Linn LK280 poweramps.
Linn Activ Crossover. Linn LK1
preamp (inc remote). All in
excellent condition £2950. Tel:
01444 246 776 (Jul(l)

NAIM NAC82 £1200, HiCap
£380, excellent condition, new
type, boxed. Audiolab CDM and
DAC, excellent condition, boxed,
much reviewed, £1100. Prices
include delivery. Tel: 01598 760

247 (Jui(l)
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AUDIO MATTERS

NEW EX-DEM + PART EXCHANGE
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

LIST PRICE SALE PRICE

ANTHEM CD PLAYER (5 STAR WHAT HI-FI) EX - DEM 1595 1250
AUDIO PHYSICS ADVANTI 7200 3995
CADENCE MK1 ROSEWOOD 3500 1750
ANTHEM INTEGRATED 1 AMP VALVE EX -DEM 1295 1036
AUDION SILVER NIGHT 300B MONOBLOCKS 2250 POA
AUDION BLACK SHADOWS 845 VALVE 4000 POA
JADIS JA80'S MONOBLOCKS 9912 3995
JBL L90'S SPEAKERS 1500 750
MISSION CYRUS DAD 7 899 400
ROGERS STUDIO 5 ROSEWOOD 800 450
RESTEK 610 POWER AMP NEW 900 595
CHARIO HYPER 4 EX-DEM 2000 899
BURMEISTER PHONO STAGE - 350
ALCHEMIST FORSETI PRE+ POWER 2228 POA
ALCHEMIST KRAKEN ANNIVERSARY MK11 579 POA
AUDIO RESEARCH D250 MK 11 SERVO - 2250
TRIANGLE ANTIALS SPEAKERS EX -DEM 1099 699

MANY MORE PRODUCTS AVAILABLE, PLEASE CALL FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

A NEW RANGE OF AUDION VALVE AMPS ON DEMONSTRATION
FROM THE BLACK SHADOWS 845 TO THE GOLDEN DREAMS WITH
CADENCE ES MK11'S, LISTEN AND BE PERSUADED!!

ALSO ON DEMONSTRATION ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, AUDION VALVE AMPS, A
NEW RANGE OF CADENCE SPEAKERS, DPA, MONARCHY CD PLAYERS, PINK
TRIANGLE, SONIC FRONTIERS, TRIANGLE SPEAKERS,

TRILOGY VALVE AMPS AND VAN DEN HUL

AUDIO MATTERS
SURBITON
SURREY
KT6 7UN

TEL:- 0181 255 0572
MOBILE: 0973 436135




CLASSIFIED ADS

6 PAGES OF BARGAIN HI-FI

REL ACOUSTICS QI00E Sub
bass system. Three months old,
mint condition, still boxed,
nardly used, unwanted gift. RRP

£495, sell £275. Gladly
demonstrate. Tel: 0421 665
406 (Jul)

MARTIN LOGANS CLSI
speakers, mint condition £1500.
Euller Sultan speakers, concrete
stands, light oak finish £150.
Musical Fidelity DAC £150. Sony
integrated monster amp. |50wpc.
Model No.700 ES, mint condition
£200. Ferrograph S| monitor
speakers £200. Tel: 01342 850
306 (Jul(l)

QUAD 33/303/FM3 £250. Arcam
Alpha 6 CD player £225. Both
items in excellent. condition,
especially Quad amps for their
age. WANTED: jecklin Float
electrostatic headphones. Tek:
01780 764 149 (Jul(l)

ROYD ABBOT Floor standing
speakers, bi-wireable £300. Cable
Talk Concert 2 speaker cable,
approx 4m £20. NVA Soundpipes
Im interconnects £45. Tel: 01279
659 948 evenings (Bishops
Storford) (Jul(l)

MERIDIAN 501 Preamp c/w MSR,
excellent condition, boxed £425
ovno. Audioquest Quartz 3, 0.5m
£60. Tel: 01703 283 191
(Lundhurst, Hampshire) (Jul(l)

GARRARD 401, SME 3009 tone
arm, Shure V-15 Type II, classical
LPs and 78s. Vge. Tel 0171 435
6793 (Jul)

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AEI09
Speakers, Marantz CD67 CD
player. Denon PMA-250SE
amplifier and TU-2606L wner,
Musical Fidelity X10-D line
balancer, Ixos 104 interconnects,
Qudos speaker cable. As new
£600. Tel: 01359 271 693 (Jul)

SELL OR EXCHANGE TDK E/E
special position 10 inch tapes,
Teac, Akai campatible. Bowers
and Wilkins P.2 monitors (see
April issue) tweeters replaced
with Son Audax. Offers please.
Tel: 01782 502 106 (Jul(l)

HI-Fl WORLD

IMPULSE TAUS, Horn loaded,
special finish, mint condition
£1900. Plus pair of REL Q Bass
£450 for both. Can demo. Buyer
collects. Tel: 01732 461 561
(NW Kent) (Jul(l)

KEF 107/2 Black ash. Upgraded
from Series | by KEF. Very good
condition £1295. Albarry M408
50w monobiocks £275.
Rappaport preamp, passive line,
active phono, Sfernice pot £60.
Tel: 0121 472 8746 (Birmingham)

Quic

QUAD ELS 63s, |5 years old,
teak brown, boxed, instructions,
perfect condition, one careful
owner £1100. Tel: 01642 822
066 (Jul(l)

ARC CLASSIC 30 amp £950.
Audio Synthesis Passion all-Vishay
passive preamp £300. The
following in US 120 voltage, but
stepdown transformer available:
ARC LS2 preamp £950, Theta
Data CD Transport £800, Sonic
Frontiers Ultrajitterbug £300,
California Audio Labs Sigma I
(tube) DAC £400. All mint
condition. boxes and manuals.
Tel: 01865 558 075 or email:
cyril888@aol.com (Jul(l)

LINN ISOBARIK Speakers,
walnut, panelled stand model,
with passive and Naim SNAXO
(I year old) active crossover,
superb sound £1300. Also Naim
NAP250, late old-style £670. Al
excellent condition with boxes.
Tel: 01761 415 040 (Somerset)

(ul()

NAIM NAIT 3 with MM phono
stage, mint, boxed £425 ovno.
Tel: Richard 07970 862 187 (Jul(l)

MARANTZ CD63 Mk2 CD
player and Cambridge DacMagic
2i with coax digital interconnect.
Both boxed as new, excellent
condition. Wil consider split.
£200 for the pair. Tel: 01705 476
294 (Portsmouth) (Jul(l)

JAMO CONCERT 8’s, mahogany,
4 months old, absolutely mint
condition, boxed £925 ovno. Tel:
01843 589 554 anytime (Thanet)

(ul)

TANNOY CHEVIOT Speakers
12" dual concentric £250.
Marantz PM66SE amplifier,
remote volume, mint £110.
Ferrograph reel to reel valve tape
recorder £75. Leak Varislope Il
valve preamp £25. Tel: 01708 525
175 (Jul(l)

PROAC SUPERTOWERS Mkil,
black ash, seven years old (cost
£1200) Excellent condition,
selling for £495 ono. (boxed with
original receipt) Tel: 01727 766
601 (Jul(l)

MISSION CYRUS | amplifier,
Marantz CD65 compact disc
player, Linn Helix loudspeakers,
Linn Basik turntable, Akito arm,
Audio Technica cartridge, custom
design stands, £600 ono. May
split. Tel: 0416 275 0514
(Leicester) (Jul)

AUDIONOTE OTO Valve amp,
Linn Mimik CD player, Sony
Minidisc player, Quad 77-10L
speakers, spare valves, minidiscs
£2195. Tel: 0956 634 655
(Basingstoke) (Jul(l)

AUDIO RESEARCH LS2 Mkl
preamplifier, balanced and
unbalanced outputs £1950. Pair
EAR 549 200 watt monoblocks
£3500. Audio Synthesis DAX
Coax, Toslink and AT&T (ST)
inputs £950. All mint, boxed,
manuals. Tel: 01483 282 364

Qui(n

QUAD 306 £200, Leak Stereo 20
and Varislope Il pre in bronze
£450. They are all boxed with
instructions. Fully serviced and in
immaculate condition. Tel: 01487
824 418 evenings (Jul(l)

PROAC/AUDIOLAB, Response
2s speakers, black with high
quality stands, superb sound, will
gladly demo £950 ono. Audiolab
DAC £400 both items in perfect
condition. Tel: 0181 681 6849

(ui)

TWO ELDERLY Vintage Leak
Sandwich speakers, in one
ownership since 1965, seeking
new home for productive
retirement. Offers to 0181 747
0498 or 0181 741 7272 (Aug(l)

SPECIAL

INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 138 FOR
DETAILS

MIT-750 Loudspeaker cable, 8ft,
single wired £300. 4 pairs Cable
Talk 0.5m interconnects, 4 pairs
Monster M1000 interconnects.

Tel: Michael 0171 937 7935 (Jul)

NAIM NAIT 3 Amplifier. 2 1/2
years old. Mint condition. Box
and manual. Includes 2x4m Naim
speaker cable and Chord
interconnect. Can demonstrate.
£350 the lot. Tel: 01889 575 655
(Staffordshire) (Jul(l)

MICHELL GYRODEC,
Black/bronze, Rega arm,
Dynavector cartridge, 3 years
old, immaculate £700. Mission
751’s, good condition £180.
Cyrus lll amplifier and power
supply, immaculate £450,
Audioquest speaker cable 2x1.5m
£70. Target speaker stands £50.
Tel: Andrew 01325 486 956
evenings (Darlington) (Jul)

KRELL KAV300i Integrated
amplifier, mint condition, boxed.
Reason for sale - upgrading.
£1850. Tel: 01823 444 044
(Taunton) (Aug(l)

ROKSAN ROK DP! Transport
and DA| DAC, very good
condition, boxed £675 or straight
swap for Ruark Crusader Mk2 in
natural oak or black ash. Must be
mint. Tel: 01904 763 157 (York)

(u

TANNOY LITTLE Gold
Monitors with Atacama stands
£695. Nakamichi LX5 3 head
cassette deck £325. Conrad
Johnson PVIOAL pre-amp

£745. Yamaha A100 power
amps £195. All mint.
WANTED: Rel
Stadium/Stentor. Tel: 01203
770 902 (Jul(l)

NAGRA 4S Stereo recorder inc
Optex carrying case, manual and
test report £1000. Studer A807
professional recorder, vgc,
£1200. Tel: 01794 388 981

(Winchester) (Jul(l)

NAIM NAIT Il Integrated
amplifier. Mint, boxed, can
demonstrate. Only available due
to upgrade. £270. Tel: 01494 864
516 (Jul(l)
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TEL: 01428-651554

P.G. Hi-Fi

FAX: 01428-654592

Buying & Selling Vintage HiFi, Valves,

Classical LP Records & Spare Parts.

AM2 Tuner £20
FM1 Tuner £10
QCIl Pre-Amp £30

QA12P Amplifiers (Pair) £Offers
Quad 33/303 Boxed £150

Leak

Leak TL10 -1 (Single) £250
TL12+ (Pair) £300
Stereo 20 £250
TL12.1 (Pair) £1500
TL25+ (single) Black £150
Varislope (very early)

LW/MW/SW £50
Troughline (very early) FM £60

Decca FFSS 78 Cartridge £60

AVO MK4 Valve Tester in
excellent condition with data

book £220
Garrard 301 £150
Shure M61-2 Stereo

Pre-Amp 220V £20
Tannoy Hi-Gain 15 Ampiifier £30
Rogers Cadet Il Amp £80

Thorens TD 124 MKII + SME
3009 Il + SME Plinth £300

Valves (G E C. Mullard etc.)

KT66, ECC81/2/3, 6SN7GT +
Many Others.
Please Phone For Details.

Most Models Of Leak Mono +
Stereo Pre-Amps In Stock.

Spare Parts For Quad + Leak -
Transformers etc.

Vintage Classical LP’s
Bought and Sold
Decca - SXL
Columbia - SAX
HMV - ASD

RCA -SB +LSC
+ Furtwangler / De Vito
Martzy Etc
Please Phone or Fax
wanted list

Lowther corner acoustas (pair)
original PM6 1 drive unit

open circuit £280
Decca deccola corner
speakers (Pair) £150

Tannoy speakers + drive units
for sale please phone for details

Microphones: various, please
phone for details

Wanted
Tannoy Speakers - Lancaster,

York, G.R.F. and Autograph.

LITTLE GEMS

In our last advert we referred to the latest version of the AVI
Neutron, now called the Nu-Neutron. We had only just received our
first pair then and hadn't had time to really sit down and see just
how good they were. The original Neutron was an amazing
speaker for the size, but the new version must have set a new
standard for speakers measuring only 10 1/2” high x 5 1/2" wide x
8" 1/2 deep, and even more so when the £500 price tag is added to
the equation. Obviously the bass from such a small speaker is
limited, and we are investigating sub-woofers to go with them and
are certainly getting excellent results with the triangle Sat-3 (£650)
and the Jamo SW600 (£500), though the latter is no longer
available.

In many modern small rooms however the bass will be
more than adequate, and should more bass be needed there is the
larger floorstanding Positron. A lot of work has gone into both
speakers and anyone who finds most of the speakers available to
be harsh - particularly women - these should soive their problem.

Gorgeous Turntables

Anyone wanting a realistically priced turntable should investigate
the Audiomeca Romance complete with Unipivot arm at £1875. Not
only does it look gorgeous, but it is simple to use and sounds
fovely. The only drawback is no dust cover.

Home Cinema

We now can provide the same service on projectors and screens,
s0 do ring about what we can offer!

, <
V audlo Hi- Fi Consultants
36 Druid Hill, Stoke Biship, Bristol BS9 1EJ
Tel / Fax: 0117 968 6005

Vacuum Tubes for Audio Are Back!

Glass Audio brings together
yesterday’s tube with today’s
improved components,voltage control,
and the exciting new Soviet tubes,
to make smooth sound in your

livingroom possible again!

Please send my first issue of Glass Audio. I'll pay just $45.00 for six issues
(1 year); $80.00 for 12 issues (2 years) of the best information on tubes to be found
anywhere. I understand that my satisfaction is guaranteed!

Name

Street & Number

City. Postal Code

Country REMIT IN US $ DRAWN ON A US BANK OMLY. PRICE GOOD THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1995.

Glass Audio

We Accept MC/VISA.

PO Box 176, Dept. HFWS, Peterborough, NH 03458-0176 USA
Phone: (603} 924-9464 or FAX 24 hours a day (603) 924-9467

@ JULY 1998

HI-FI WORLD



CLASSIFIED ADS

6 PAGES OF BARGAIN HI-FI

SPECIAL
INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 138 FOR

ONE MUST Go Michell Orbe
virtually unused £1300. Oracle
Delphi RB300 offers. Akai
GX650D reel to reel or
Nakamichi BX 300E £275 each.
LS3/5A £175. Troughline 3 £75.
Quad 34 £125. Tel: 01386 446
756 (Jul(l)

MERIDIAN 200 System, 206
player/transport, 203 DAC, 20t
preamp, 205 monoblocks, 209
system remote. Boxes and
manuals. Chord interconnects.
MF X-Cans headphone amp.
Acoustic Energy AEI’s rosewood
bi-wire (gold allen nut version).
Solid granite speaker stands.
LK400 cable. £2100 ono. Tel:
0966 395 421 (North London)

Qui()

SWAP MY Epos ES 25's (£1750)
for ATC's of similar value
(20SL's?) Also Roksan DA (was
£500) for a 405-2 Quad.
WANTED: Meridian 209 remote.
Tel: 01203 469 363 (Coventry)

(ui(h)

SME V £895. Marantz 44SE K|
amplifier £300. Eikos
interconnects £65. Monolith
20/20 speaker cable £80. Sony
715E CD player £160. Acoustic
Precision CD player £1390.
Perfect Sound Absorber £99.
DNM Reson 4x5m biwire £120.
vdH interconnect 601 £50.
Seismic Sink £85. Tel: 01582 724
414 (Jul)

GAMMA ACOUSTICS Rhythm
21 1/4T4C phono integrated
amplifier and Epoch Reference
Five loudspeakers to match.

Phone now for silly prices on
these hi-end audiophile
components. Tel: 01246 200
096 (Jui(!)

LINN WAKONDA Phono pre
£440 (£900). Linn LK {00 power
£360 (£650) both in excellent
condition. Linn LK400 bi-wire
cable, six metre pair £50 (£184).
Tel: 01455 213 406 (Nuneaton)
(ui()

AUDIONOTE MEISHO. 3008
line integrated amplifier. 100
hours use. 6 months old. £2400
ono. Impulse Hé's in walnut, mint,
£600 ono. Tel: Mark 01765 677
639 evenings & weekends (Aug(l)

HI-FI WORLD

LEAK TLI12 Point One amplifiers.
Original matched pair, unmarked,
absolutely mint condition, rare,
can demonstrate with Tannoy
15" Monitor Gold speakers.
Offers. Tel: 0181 946 8179 (Jui(l)

PROAC RESPONSE | SC (latest
model), few months use, with
Target ‘R’ Series stands (£1500)
£795. Alchemist Odin power
amp, 80w dual mono (£1100)
£300. Boxed as new. Tel: 01992
626 138 (Jui(l)

LINN ISOBARIK Speakers,
walnut finish, spiked stands,
excellent sound and condition.
Original boxes, receipts.
Reasonable offers. Tel: 01273 325
307 (Brighton) (Jul(!)

XLO 1.} SIGNATURE
Interconnect £175 (£375) 0.5m
pair. Seismic Sinks, scruffy, hence
£40 (£110) Sonic Link
Supermains cables £55 (£100).
Lynwood Advanced Mains
Cleaner £125 (£200). Hitachi
LC-OFC speaker cable, Sm pair
£60 (£140), excellent sound. Tel:
Jerry 01372 468 266 (Jul(l)

LINN MAJIK with remote (line
level) £285. Systemdek 11X900
(black) £180 ono. Ferrograph S|
speakers/stands £150 ono.
Michell hydraulic tonearm £50
ono. Quad 303 £150 ono. Telk
091 422 3415 (Jul)

RUSS ANDREWS Two [00VA
transformers. Two Reg2
regulator boards. Eight mF slit foil
capacitors. 2x7.5m, 4x4m Kimber
4pr speaker cable. All half price.
Tel: 01773 715 406 (Notts) Jul(l)

KRELL MDA 300 monoblocks.
Late 93. Very detailed sound
from top to bottom with real
slam. Acoustic mass dampers
(spikes included). Excellent
condition. (Imported by Absolute
Sounds) List £12,443. Sell £5.995
ono. Tel: lan 0171 584 5784 or
0171 589 4840 (Jui(l)

MARANTZ PMé6 SE Kl
Signature amp. New, boxed,
unwanted gift, absolute bargain

£295. Tel: 0151 236 5656 ext
210 week days, 0151 336 1698
after 7pm & w'ends (Jui(l)

GAMMA ERA Pre-amp, silver
wired phono stage £1000
(£2500). Gamma Space
Reference power amp, silver
wired, titanium 300Bs £2000
(£4000) Impulse H2 speakers
£1000 (£2250). Tel: 01962 774
218 (Winchester) (Jul(!)

MERIDIAN 601 DSP pre-
amp/602 CD Transport
combination. Superb sound
£950. Also Meridian 518 digital

audio processor £550. Tel:
01483 569 814 (Guildford)

0

WANTED FOR Spares 1970s
vintage. Philips 22 RH 720
tuner/amp. Philips 22 RH 427
speakers. Tel: Syd 01744 73| 525

Qui()

B&W 801 Monitor loudspeakers.
Rosewood finish, upgraded Russ
Andrews crossovers (Ansar caps,
Irondust inductors, Kimber cable)
bi-wired, Target. stands, good
condition. New living room
forces sale. £1500. Tel: 0171 435
1716 (Jul(l)

AUDIONOTE DAC | with valve
output stage. Dynamic liquid
sound £485 (£675). Mint Marantz
CD 52 Il £40. Audioquest Z
digital interconnect £35 (£60)
One metre Nordost Blue Heaven
interconnect £80 (£160). Tel:
01308 868 044 (Jul(l)

QUAD 33/303/FM3 amp, preamp
& tuner plus Philips 162 CD
player, JVC KD-X3 cassette deck
& pair of Leak Sandwich 600 3-
unit speakers (rebuilt by Castle
Acoustics) £400 ono. Tel: Bob
Wright 01344 662 746 (day)
01628 825 789 (eves) 0421 918

21| (mobite) (Jul(l)

HI-FI FOR Sale. Quad 66 Pre
£460. Quad 66 Tuner £300.
Yamaha DSP A2070 £650.
Celestion SL6 S £150. Jamo
Silhouette £150. NAD 214
Power-amp £200. Sony STJ72 FM
Tuner £45. Quad ESL 57 £275.
Target Twin Pillar Stands £ 50.
Soundstyle Tripod XO58 £150.
Tel: 01766 522 098 (Jul(l)

LINN KEILDH Speakers, mint,
boxed, |0m biwired Linn K20
and stands, walnut £550. Tel:
0116270 5149 (Leics) (Jul(t)

DETAILS

QUAD 44/405-2/FM4, just
serviced £550. KEF 104 speakers,
need attention £150. Nakamichi
RX-202 cassette £275. Michell
Focus | deck, SME arm £185.
Thorens TD160-2, SME arm
£150. Tel: Mark 01252 702 717
or 0973 845 204 (Jul)

GOULD 0S3000A Dual Trace
Oscilloscope £100. Tektronix
model 475, 200Mhz Oscilloscope
£350. Gould SG200 RF Sig gen,
16Khz to 230 Meg £30. Leader 2-
channel AC Millivolt meter, |mv
to 300v £45. Insulation tester,
250 to 1000y, tests to 1000 meg
ohms £65. Tel: 01785 284 388
(Staffs) (Jul(l)

TOWNSHEND
GLASTONBURY ! speakers
£850. Parasound 2200 power,
Parasound 1500 control £1300.
Marantz ST600 Strob “O” scope
tuner. Yamaha Cl| classic studio
preamp. WANTED: Klipsch,
Tannoy or Valve. Tel: 01626 774
246 (Jul)

KRELL KRC2 Remote control
pre-amplifier, balanced and single
ended. Immaculate, umarked
condition, boxed, owners manual,
under guarantee £1950 (£4200).
Tel: 01797 253 073 (East Sussex)

(Jul)

MISSION CYRUS | | li integrated
amplifier with box & manual. 10
months old and perfect but too
complex for wife. £450. Tel/Fax
01487 773 442.(Huntingdon) E-
mail: higgins@easynet.co.uk (Jul(l)

SUGDEN A2] A with phono,
boxed £425. Mission 717 walnut
with Atacama stands £95. Target
turntable wall shelf £25. 2m pair
Audioquest Indigo 2 speaker
cable, terminated £45. Tel: 01254
883 030 (Jul(l)

SPENDOR SP2/3 Limited Edition
speakers with professional
bass/mid units and improved
crossovers. Mint condition with
boxes. Target HJ15/3 stands also
included. £825 ovno. (cost £1200
new). Tel: 01703 738 935
(Southampton) (Jul(l)

CYRUS TWO Amp and PSX,
excellent working order and very
good condition. £250. Tel: 01634

723 223 (jul(l)
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THE MUSIC GROUP

YrGramophone ‘Blue Riband’ Dealer ¢ Free carriage to UK Addresses on orders over £15 ¥Orders normally despatched within 7 working days

-Arts

471322
471332
472522
473742
473282
473682
472442
473512
471082
471362
472232
4721712
473812
475012
471782
471052
471222
475062
472392
473632
472792
471002
471772
471192
471612
471582
473752
473582
471402
471842
472102
472592
473952
473572
473172
473722
472602
471752

Arts budget label offering core reperioire and many important rareties with world
acclalmed artists - no omission on quality. £3.99 per €D, 3 or more £3.49

Albinom Concerts op 9 {Concerto Armonico)

Bach Orchestral Suites 1 & 2 (Moscow Bach Centre)

Bach Sons Viola da gamba {Hoffman, Fedi)

Bach Magnificat, Cantata BWV2(Ens Vanitas, Fasolis)

Bax Conc for 9 Instr Lambert Nonet {(Harmonia Ens, Grazioh)
Brahms Tno for Horn Violin & Piano (Damm, Suk, Genuit)
Beethoven Syms 2 & 4 (Orchestra di Padova, Maag)
Beethoven Pno Cone 1 & 2 {Liev CO, Vracheva, Kofman)
Boccherini Syms Vol 1 (Accademia Strumentale Italiana)
Brahms German Dances Mareno (Cappelt)

Clement Piano Son (Spada) Vols 2-10 avaiiable

Donizetu Chamb Mus Vol 1 (Bonucci, Spada) Vols 2 & 3 avail
Domizeth Comp Prano Vol | (Spada) Vols 2 & 3 also available
D'Albert Tieflund {Moll, Weikl, Muncher RF. Janowski) 2CD
Field Comp Piano Music Vol | (Spada) Yols 2-5 also available
Handel Messiah Comp {Solsti Venet. Seimone) 2CD
Hindemith Wind Sonatas Vol 1

Mendelssohn Syms 3 & 4 (Sinfonica de Madnd, Maag)
Mahler Sym ! {(Amsterdam PO, Arpad Joo)

Mozart Syms 40 & 41 {Orch di Padova, Maag)

Mozart Wind Music Vol | (Ortetto Italiano)

Mozant Early Symphomies Vol 1 (Sobisti Venet:, Scimone)
Orfl Canmina Burana (Cracow PO. Penderecki)

Pergoles: La Serva Padrona (Salomaa, Bima, Hirsch)

Puccini Madame Buiterfly {Kabaivanska, Milcheva, Bellim)
Puccimi Tosca (Kabaivanska, Bellini) 2CD

Purcelt Cevtlias Day. Funeral Music {Ens Vanitas. Fasolis)
Rodngo Catierto de Aranyuez (Catemario, Banz)

Saimnt-Saens Violin Conc 3 (Brodsky, Straszynski)

Schubert Prano Sonatas Yol 2 (Damenni)

Schubert Violin Conc {Accademia Bizantia, Chiarappua)
Strauss Cham Mus V1 (Sawallisch. Sinnhoffer Qr) V 2-9 avail
Strauss Wind & Brass Wks (Mumich PO, Blaser Ens)
Stravinsky Histoire du Soldal (Manzoni, Plotino)

Telemann Der getreue Music Meister (Fabncian, Dent)
Tchakovsky Ballet Suites (Russan Phil. Vedernikon )

Vilia Lobos Music for Wind (Gnminell:, Borgonovo. Carulli)
Ysaye 6 Violin Sons Op27 (Bologneset

~Royal Classics

ROY6401
ROY6402
ROY6425
ROY6466
ROY6427
ROY6428
ROY6431
ROY 6467
ROY6433
ROY6434
ROY6435
ROY6437
ROY6479
ROY6407
ROY6408
ROY6438
ROY701172
ROY701202
ROY6405
ROY6444
ROY6473
ROY6445
ROY6446
ROY6447
ROY6411
ROY6448
ROY6449
ROY6469
ROY6451
ROY6426
ROY6454
ROY701222
ROY6457
ROY6458
ROY 6460

Bach Brandenburg Conc 1, 3 & 5 (LPO, Boull)

Bach Brandenburg Cone 2. 4 & 6 (LPO, Boull)

Buch St Matthew Passion {Utrechts SO, Piet van Egmiond)
Bach Trumpet Cones & Cantatas {ASMF, Marriner)
Beethoven Syms 6 & 8 (LSO, Jochum)

Becthoven O'tures (BP. ASMI, Vandernoot, Marriner)
Becthoven & M'ssohn Viol Cones (Chnstian Ferras, Sargent)
Berlioz Sym Fantastique (halle Orch, Barbirvlli)

Brahms Sym No 1 & Tragic { VPO, Barbirolli)

Brahms Syms 2 & 3 VPO, Barbiralh)

Brahms Sym 4 & Academic Festival O'ture { VPO, Barbirolli)
Brahms Piano Con 2 (Richter-Haaser, BPO, Karajan)
Bruckner Sym 4 (Stankappelie Dresden. Jochum)

Chopin Polonaises {Ohlsson)

Chopin 14 Nacturmes (Ohlsson)

Chapin Piano Con No | (Berlin Symphoniker. Jochum)
Debussy Jeux. L.a Mer (Orch de Pans, Barbirolh)

Franck Sym Vars, Sym in D (RPO, Cluytens)

Gneg Peer Gynt Suttes 1 & 2 (B'mouth SO. Berglund)
Hande) Water/Fireworks (RPO, LSO, Sargent)

Karajan Conducts Orchestral Faountes (BP) Vols 2 & 3 avail
Liszt Prano Canes 1 & 2 (Ohlsson, New Phil, Atzman)
Mahler Sym t (Vienna Philharmonic. Kletzki)

Mendelssohn Sym 4 & Midsummer Nights (Wallberg)
Mozart Piano Concertos 9 & 27 (LPO, Eschenbach)

Mozart Syms 40 & 41 (LPO, Sit Adrian Boulh)

Mozart Prano Conus 17 & 24 (Previn, LSO, Boult)

Mozant Horn Concs {Viathovic, ECO, Tate)

Rachmaninov Piano Cone 2 (Moiseiwitch, Rignold)

Rimsky Karsak de (Silvestn, B S0)
Schubert Syms 5 & 8 (New Phil, Fischer Dieskau)

Schubert Sym 9 & O'tures (Royal Phil. Kubelik)
Stravinsky Rite of Spnng M'gsky Pictures (Maacel, Previn)
Tchaikovsky Sym 6 (LSO, RPO. Harenstein, Sargent)
Tchaikovsky Ballet Suites (Philahrmonia, Sawallisch)

Royal Classics fantastic core repertoire remastered (rom EMI at an unbeatable

Price - £3.99, 3 or more £3.49 per CD

- Vanguard Everyman

108610272
08610471
08610711
08610871
08616571
08611871
08611571
08615071
08610671
08615171
I 08610371
08611071
08615271
08616671
08615371
08613471
08611271
08610571
08611371
08615971
08616071
08611771
08616271
08611471
08610172

Bach Brandenburg Cones (English Chamb Orch, Somary)2CD
Bach Suites for Orch 1 & 3 (Vienna State Opera, Prohaska)
Bach Organ Whks BWV-565/542/548/536/582/572 (Heiller)
Bach Cantatas BWV 41/4 (Dutoit, Equiliz. Braun, Prohaska)
Beethoven Sym 5 Mozart Sym 40 (Vienna State, Prohaska)
Bocchenns 2 Strg Qunts (Galimuz, Soyer, Harrell)
Boyce 8 Syms (Solist di Zagreb, Janigro)
Brahms Syms 2 & 3 (Utah Sym Orch, Abravancl)
Coupenn Virtuoso 1'chord Vol 2 (Heiller)
Goldmark Rustuic/Enesco R'nian (Utah Sym Orch, Abravanel)
Handel Concerti for Orch (Vienna State, Prohaska)
Handel Water/Fireworks (Eng Chamb Orch, Somary)
Haydn Syms 39/7(V73/75 (Esterhazy Orch, Blum)
Haydn Sturm & Drang Syms 44, 45, 46 (Zagreb RSO, Janigro)
Ives Syms 3 & 4 Halloween {New Philharmonia, Farbermann)
Mendelssohn Sym 4 (Vienna State Opera, Golschmann)
Purcell Four Suites Stnng Orch (Hartford CO. Mahler)
Rameau Virtuoso H'chord Vol | (Heiller)
Scarlatty H'chord Sonatas Vol 1 (Cooper)
Sibelius Syms 1 & 4 (Utah Sym Orch, Abravanel)
Sibelius Syms 2 & 3 (Utah Sym Orch, Abravanel)
Soler 6 Keyboard Cotes (A Heiller, E Heiller)
Tchaikovsky Sym 4 & Sedabin Etude 1n C (Stokowski)
Virtuoso Trumpet Vivaldi/Torellv/Purcell (Wobisch. Janigro}
Vivaldi La Cetra Concert (Makanowitsky, Golschmann)2CD

Superb repertoire at amazing prices

3.99. 3 or more 3,49 per CD

~-GRP

ir Ti - Tribute x ..
NI1759 Tippett - The Nimbus Recordings 4CD 15.99" gmm 59252 S“’"“ t’;”"..g‘“""'z)‘f.ﬁf’sz"]..
SRCD2217 Tippet - Midsummer Mumage 2CD 22.49! Gi 72 Aam\cy Al : a.’.‘;: tve Th : .
RP99O s v
NIs217 Tippett - Ritual Dances 9.99 SRS NI
NI5301 Tippett - Triple Concerto (BBC Phut)9 99 C 5
NI153%0 Tippett - The Blue Guutar (Craig Ogden) 9.99 S
NI7026 sl (G 7 o Dl i3 v GRPI8132 Ahmad Jamal Trio Cross Country Tour 1958-61 2CD £11.49
GRP18142 Ramsey Lewis Tno In Person 1960-67 2CD £11.49
GRP18152 James Moody At The Jazz Workshop £9 99
GRP18162 Benny Golson “Free" £999
Piuin/Rister Feaanealartist GRP18172 Sonny Stt & Frnds “How High The Moon” £9.99
APRS502 Beethoven Sonatas 8, 23 & 31, Handel Chaconne in G 10.99 Gl e Ly NG R D) )
MACDS40 Becthoven Ghost Tno Schumann Archduke 1099 GRP18192 e ) T .
MACDS72 Conducts & plays Mozart Concertos 22 & 24 GRP01392 Acoustic Alchemy "Rcd Dust & Spanish Lace™ £9.99
GEMMCD* Plays Beethoven 8.49 GRPO1402 Acoustic Alchemy “B]uc Chip™ £9 99“
MACDS80 Plays Beethoven Sonatas 1099 GRPO1412 Acoustic Alchemy “Natural Elements” £9.99
MACD?39 Brahms Piano Tros 1 & 2 10.99
APRSS1S Schubert 4 impromptus d899 d938 Wanderer Eantasy 1099 Lsiversal
GEMMCD9216 Schubert vanous 8.49 .
GEMMCD9481 Plays Various Works 8.49 MCLD19379 Louis Armstrong “The Angels, The Gnodbook. £8.99
- MCLD19377 Bing Crosby “Fine Oid Chestnut, New Tncks™ £8 99
MCLD9380 Jen Southem “Southern Style, Prelude To A Kiss™ £8.99
MCLD19378 Jack Jones “She Loves Me, There's Love . £8 99
Delos . PR -
25 year Anniversary
DE3170 Amy Beach "Cabildo  Opera Premicre 6 Pieces (Wilson) r‘JaZZ Releases
DE3026 Arleen Auger Sings Bach & Handel (Schwarz) ECM
DEM29 Arieen Auger Sings Songs Of Love (Baldwin} 5398882 Brahem. Surman & Holland “Thimar” - Recommended
DE3200 Berlioz Te Deum (Keene, Vaices Of Ascension) 5573652 Joe & Mat Maner “Blessed” Guardian CD Of The Week
DE3H® Beethoven Piano Sons Op57 & Opl11 (Rosenberger} £12.98 per CD
DE3198 Brahms Strg Qn No3. Quni Nol {Shangha Qrt} Stretch
DE322} Copland A Profile (W. Marshall, Dallas SO, Litton) SCDY0172 Niacin “High Bias” Acclaimed Jazz-Rock Power Trio £12.98
DE3197 CPE Bach Celio Wks (Janos Starkert Intuition
DE60 De Falla Gardens Of/3 Comnered Hat {R'berger, LSO, Schwarz) INT32182 Vital Information “Where We Come From™ - £12.98
DE3169 Durufle Requiem. Cum Jubilo (Sperce. Le Roux. Keene) “Eclectic, neh & o g
DE30IIL Dvorak serenade Op22. Notturno Op#) (Davis, LACO, Schwarz) Crammed
DE3J61 Dvorak Stabat Mater (Enckson. Aler, NJSO, Macal) 2CD CRAMO091 Barbara Gogan & Hextor Zazou “"Made On Earth™ £12.98
DESSO3 Emestine Schumann-Heink Arias & Songs 1900-35 2CD Go Jarz
DE3156 Goldmark Vioin Conce |, Bruch Viol Canc 2 (Nai-Yuan Hu) GOJ6N212 Georgie Fame “Name Droppin'™
DE3073 Hanson Syms 1 & 2 (Seattie SO, Schwarz) GOJ6252 Ben Sidran Live At The Celebrily Lounge
DE3162 Hovhaness Stnng Qrts (Shangha Qrt) GOJ60232 Charlic Wood “Southbound™
DEMNST Hovhaness Mystenous Mountain (Seattle SO, Schwarz) GOJo0012 Ben Sidran “Cool Paradise”
DES500 Laurence Tibbert Anas 1935-39/Songs 1928-40 2CD GOJ6N92 Ben Sidran “Heat Wave"™
DE3153 Mendelssohn Strg Qrt No2 & gneg Srtg Qnt in G (Shanghar Qrt) GOJ6IN92 Ben Sidran "Mr P's Shuffle”
DE3192 Mozan Strg Qrts No22 & No23 {Shangha Qrt) GOJo022 Georgie Fame “'Cool Cat Blues™
DE3217 Mussorgsky Heaven & Hell (Macal. New Jerscy SO) GOJoie2 Phil Upchurch “Whalever Happened To The Blues™
DES502 Richard Bonelli Anas & Encores 1935-42/Recutal 1947 2CD GOJ&142 Phil Upchurch “Love Is Strange™
DESs) Richard Crooks Arias 1935-45/Schone Muilenn 1938 2CD GOJ61042 Ricky Peterson “Smule Blue™
DE30I8 Schubert Son in B flat & Impromptus (Rosenberger) GOJED162 Ricky Peterson “A Tear Can Tell”
DE3204 Shostakovich Sym 8 (Dallas SO, Litton) GOJ6D172 Wil Lee “Oh!"
DE3089 Shostakavich Sym 10 (Helsink: Philharmonic, De Priest) GOJ6N182 Gege Telesforo “Gege & The Mother Tongue™
DEJ080 Shostakovich Sym 11 (Helsinky Philharmonic, De Prest) Go! Jazz £12.98 per CD
DE319%6 Tehaikovsky 1812 & Sleeping Beauty Dallas SO, Litnon) N2K
The ically diverse, audiophil £ at the very special price of 10.49 buy N2K 10023 Anturo Sandova “Hot House™ £12.98
3 or morx for 10.00 per CI)!!! N2K 10029 4 Sight 4 Saight” £12 98
. Concord
CCD48002 Louie Bellson's Big Band Explosion & Art Of Chant £12.98
ENODOC Records
VCI'VC ENOCDOO01 Norma Winstone "Manhattan In The Rain™ £12.98
5 1 ACT Records
5583312 Guy Barker *"What Love Is | ’ >
5574632 Oscar Peterson Prano Moods “Best OF...” 2CD £17.98 o2 LeliniMontrin o Trilic fo NeWghi (Yaniots) 2CD 81699
5570862 Dave Samucls “Tjadenzed” Tribute to Cal Tjader 32612 Neuyenlle st iGhR
. = ;
5571402 Too Marvelious For Words - Mercer Songbook £499 SO e Sl LS iy AR
5396952 Niels Henming Orsted Pedersen “Thus [s All | Ask™ i
?) § ¥ . % " Label Ble
i:g‘l”z‘gg T ol e LpReae LBLC6613 Stefano D1 Battsta & Flavio Boltro Quiniet “Volare™ £12 98
y L’ y! = LBLC6606 David Linx & Diedenk Wissel “Bandarkah™ £12.98
5390842 George Russell Complete Recordings LBLC6601 Rita Marcotulli “Woman Next Door” £12.98
5580792 Dizzy Gillespic Something OId. Something New™ AN E'“ -l -
SHL CaunfEglsy * £l D M B ENJ93362 Eddie Harris & Wendell Harnson “Batlle Of The Tenors™
TS Enol\Gamerp Contiing £12.98 (Montreux-Detrott Jazz Festival - 1994)
g .98 (>
| 5397592 Fitzgerald Sings The Gershwin Songbeok 4CD £46 08 ENJ93322 Bob Degen “Catability” £12.98
ENJ93462 Nils Wogram “Speed Life” £12 98
Knitting Factory
KFR216 Jewish Altemative Mosement “Guide For The Perplexed™
SOﬂy ]azz Various Artists - “Reverent and utierly against the rules!”
KFR203 Hasidic New Wase “Psycho Semitic” - *Sun Ra meets Jimt
CK68921 Wynton Marsalis “The Midmght Blues” £12.98 Hendnx at a Jewish Wedding'
CK69116 Dave Sanchez “Obsession” £1298 Justin Time
4892592 B P LIRS G o 240 JUST1092 Hamiet Bluiett, DD Jackson & Mor Thiam “Same Space” £12
C2K65143 Benny Goodman Live At Camegie Hall 2CD £12 49 JTR84662 Kenny Colman “Dreamscape™ £12.98
C2K65027 Miles Davis Live At Curnegic Hatl 2CD £12.49 Blue Jad]
C2Kes2k8 Thelonius Monk Live At The It Club 2CD £1249 BIACS0222 Bergonz/Calderazzo/Damelsson & Jukkis Uotila Qrt
CK65312 Dexter Gordon Live At Camegie Hall £8.99 “Fast Company” £12.98
CK65049 Tony Benneu - This 1y Jazz £8.99
CK65450 Dave Brubeck Plays Standards £3.99 33JAZZ040Lousse Gibbs “lavitation” £12.98
| EK65452 Stanley Clarke - This Is Jazz £8.99
CK65449 Miles Davis “Electnic™ £8 99
EK65054 George Duke - This Is Jazz £8.99
CK65056 Duke Eilington Piays Standards £8.99
CK65050 Aretha Frankhin - This s Jazz £8 99
CK65051 Herbie Harcock - This Is Jazz £8.99 l We also have on offer The Kronos Quartet , EMI new releases,
CK65048 o T3y ) il RN Naxos Audiobooks and lots, lots more. Please call for a Specia
CK65451 Weather Report - The Jaco Years £8.99 0 g 2 0
| Offer List and details of other fantastic bargains
| THE MUSIC GROUP, Dept H, 3 Regal Lane, Soham, Cambridgeshire CB7 5BA, England
Tel: 01353 722223 Fax: 01353 723733 Office open Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm. Answering machine at all other times
I CARRIAGE: Free to UK Addresses on orders over £15.00, £0.60 on orders under £15.00; Europe £1.00 for 1st CD; £0.50 per additional CD;
other countries £1.50 for 1st CD, £1.25 per additional CD.
VAT: All the above prices include UK VAT at Ihe current rate of 17.5%. Customers outside the EEC should deduct VAT
{deduct 14.89% of the above prices).
PRICES in this advert may not apply to orders received at our office after 31 July 1998.
THE MUSIC GROUP can supply CDs from more than 350 Labels. A Comprehensive Price List is Available on Request.
How to order:
1. Prepare a list of items you would like us to supply quoting Labels and Catalogue numbers if possible. or as much other information as you have to

e ——

enable us to identify your exact requirements.
2. Post. Fax or 'Phone the list to us at the above address. ensuring that your name and address and any other instructions are clear. Please mention this
magazine and issue date on your order and keep a copy for your reference.

3. Include a cheque or postal order (payable in £Steriing please), or provide a credit/charge card number & expiry date (and issue number if on the
card). Cheques may have the“amount in figures™ space blank and the amount the cheque is not to exceed. e.g. “Not to exceed Forty Pounds™ written
in the "amount in words™ space. We will complete the amount in figures to comrespond with the value of the items we supply. All shipments will be
accompanied by an invoice showing the amount charged.

World Radio Histo



CLASSIFIED ADS

6 PAGES OF BARGAIN HI-FI

QUAD II's, GEC’s, mint £490.
SME 3009R, new, unused £140.
Black Box 3 £130. Arcam 2
speakers, upgraded £120. Radford
SC2 valve pre £140. Other
vintage hi-fi. Tel: Paul 01895 446
713 (Jul)

FLOORSTANDING, BUILT Kit
speakers. 2 way ported design.
Visiton ribbon tweeters, 8” TPX
mid/bass units, HDF cabinet, oak
veneer, solid light oak front panel,
c/w speaker cable. £150. Tel:
01705 362 775 evenings (Jul(f)

MICHELL ARGO HR preamp
£750. Ruark Equinox speakers
£750. Trichord Pulsar DAC
{One) £700. Trichord digital
turntable £300. Tel: 01703 61 |
581 (Eastleigh) (Jul(})

TEAC/ESOTERIC P-700
transport, Jolida §J-502 50w int.
amp (valve), Prism Tara Labs
digital cable, spare valve,
immaculate, boxed. £800 the lot.
Tel: 0181 364 5687 (Enfield)

Quiqn)

NAIM NAC72 Current style
usual pickup boards plus moving
coil and CD. SNAIC, boxed £400.
HiCap previous style, serviced,
boxed £325. Both items original
purchaser and immaculate. Tel:
01736 757 721 (Jul(1)

QUAD ESL63s, black, latest
specification £1450. Quad
speaker cable, |12 metres £50.
Pioneer 400-X amplifier £150.
Monostem hi-fi rack and CD
stem, wall mounted, silver finish
with 4 black slate shelves £180.
All mint, boxed, instructions. Tel:
01480 422 337 or 01480 458 617

(Aug()

MICHELL GYRODEK Bronze,
new, boxed, unused £550. SME
3009 I, mint condition £95. Shure
VIS5 Il £30. Nakamichi DR |
cassette deck, little used, as new
£425. Tel: 0181 393 4265 (day)
or 01737 362 899 (eves) (Jul())

ELECTROCOMPANIET ECI
Preamp. AWI00 power amp.
Mint, boxed, cost £3000, accept
£1000. Revox B77 Mk, excellent
condition, 4 new tapes £375. Tel:
0181 543 8625 (Jul(l)

HI-FI WORLD

ARCAM DELTA 70.3 CD player
with Trichord Clock 2 and digital
output board. Boxed, mint £295.
Tel: 01296 487 191 evenings only
(Bucks) (Jul(1)

CASTLE WINCHESTER
Speakers, dark oak, boxed, in
immaculate condition, Bargain
£995. Tel: 0116 253 (141 (Jul(t)

NAIM 72 Preamp £400. Old style
HiCap £300. Bundy cable for S.
Cap - Snaxo £100. Russ Andrews
8 way multiplug Kimber cable
£85. Target turntable wall
support £25. Tel: 0121 553 121
(West Bromwich) (Aug(l)

LATEST CROFT Micro A, many
improvements £280. Magneplanar
SMGA black, silver upgraded X-
overs. spiked stands £370. Denon
MD-0D7 cassette, mint £80.
SME3009 improved silver wired
£100. All ono. Tel: 01209 613
733 (Jui(h)

MARANTZ CDé63 Kl Signature,
boxed and in mint condition as
new £300. Kef Q55 floor
standing speakers in vgc £275.
Both 10 months old. Tel: 01797
253 442 (East Sussex) (Jul{l)

AUDIONOTE M| Phono pre.
excellent sound, mint condition,
boxed £385. Rose RV23S valve
pre, external PSU £275. Amcron
DC300A power amp, £265.
Philips CD104, cast transport,
excellent condition £110. Tel:
01273 541 462 (Jul(l)

MISSION 752 Freedoms, black
ash, immaculate condition, boxed
£385. Nakamichi DR3, little use,
mint. condition, boxed £185.
WANTED: lttok LVIII, may
consider mint LVH, Tel: 01604
765 924 after 7pm (Jul(l)

QUAD 33/405, immaculate,
selection of leads, plugs,
manual £255. SME 3009, LPI12
board £45. Marantz SP50 DPL

decoder and ‘sphere’ Technics
rears, boxed, manual,
immaculate £75. Offers? Tel:
Al stair 01482 707 827 (Jul(l)

QUAD 22/ | x I} £250, FM tuner
£50 LW/MW/SW tuner £75. All
in excellent condition. Quad 22/
2 x Il amps £450. Tel: 01286 881
744 (Jul(l)

KLIPSCH BELLE loudspeakers.
Rare 104dB folded horn design
between Klipschorn and LaScala
90.5 em(h) x 76.5 cm(w) x 47.6
em(d) with oiled oak cabinets and
fuli grilles making them extremely
elegant in addition to their
shattering dynamics and
outstanding imagery. Excellent
condition, new £5000, sell £2200
ono Tel: 01929 480 435 eves

(ul()

BEARD AUDIO Systems P500
export valve preamplifier with 2
phono stages. Very good
condition with original
GEC’s/Telefunkens. £300 ono.
Cable Talk 3 bi-wire speaker
cable. 2-5m runs terminated with
spades/banana plugs £35. Tel:
01929 480 435 eves (Jul(l)

MARANTZ CDI12-DAI2 CD
player £1550. Nakamichi 1000
ZXL cassette player (serviced)
£1050. Conrad Johnson PVI0A
preamp + MV55 power £1550.
Teac 10" reel to reel Model X10
£265. Tel: Graham 0171 383
0677 (Jul(l)

EPOS ES| |/Stands £250. Rega
3/Linn K5 £150. Naim 42.5/140
£400. Will swap Epos/Rega for
Naim Hi-Cap. Tel: 01768 898 767

Qul(h

MERIDIAN MI Active
loudspeakers (arguably the best
ever made by Meridian) upgraded
by ex-Meridian engineer. Open,
sweet & detailed with superb
bass. A collectors piece in
immaculate condition. £1500
ono. Tel: 0171 722 3748
(Hampstead) (Jul)

SONUS FABER Electa Amator Il
(2) plus adjustable iron-wood
stands. Both purchased new [5th
April 1998. Boxed, absolutely
gorgeous. Absolutely mint £2750
(£3500) Theta Croma HDCD
DAC. Purchased new December
1997. Boxed, mint £600 (£900)
Tel: Mike 01902 786 818 (Jul(l)

TOWNSHEND ROCK Mk2,
Rega RB300, rewired with van
den Hul cable and Tiffany plugs,
Stilton Audio Technica ATFS.
Can demonstrate, perfect
working order. Cost £860. Best
offer secures. Tel: 01386 423 957
evenings (Jul(l)

SPECIAL

INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 138 FOR
DETAILS

QUAD ELECTROSTATIC
Loudspeakers. 1973 ‘radiator
style’. Extensive service late

1995. Black grill + trim. Demo
with 33/303 available. £375.
0131 557 4438 (Aug)

AUDIO CLEAROUT, hi-fi
accessories, books on hi-fi &
electronics. All at half cost. Send
SAE for a list to: L. Perkins, 30
Barrington Road, Loughton,
Essex, IG10 2AY (Jul(i)

NAIM SBL Loudspeakers in black
ash £775 or W.H.Y. (Anything
interesting?) Philips first
generation CD player, superb
engineering £100. Akai 4000 DS
open reel with manuals £90. Tel:
01869 601 147 (Jul(l)

PAIR OF 2nd Audio 2A3. Boxed
with Border Patrol power
supplies all mint £1750. Tel:
01372 373 069 (Jul(l)

PINK TRIANGLE Da Capo
(1307) and Cardinal transport

£995 ono. Tel: 0181 248 3607
(Jul(l)

AVI CD PLAYER £475. AVI
preamp £380. ATC 20 speakers
£850. Quad 606 poweramp £450.
Sony |76EB speakers £175. Kef
30B sub-woofer £275. Tel: 01977
643 629 (Julgl)

AUDIO RESEARCH LS7 pre-
amp, mint condition, boxed plus
manual. Sale due to
upgrading.£1500 Tel: 01752 787
459 (Jul)

AUDIO SYNTHESIS DAX2
£1390 (£2200),Yamaha E390AV
amp £125 (£250),B&W CCé
£140 (£230), Musical Fidelity

X 10D £80 (£120) Audioquest
Midnight 3.5m £150 (£260)
Audioquest Cobalt 3.5m £200
(£360) Tel: 01296 747 852 (Jul(t)

REVOX BI50 INTEGRATED
stereo amplifier 80-100w rms 6
inputs 5 outputs fluorescent
function display. Excellent
condition £375 Creek OBH 2
remote controlled passive
preamplifier including power
supply mint boxed £95 Tel: 01736
360 367 (Jul)

JULY 1998 ﬁ



PRICE VALIDITY TO END MAY 1998 - ASK ABOUT ANY TYPES NOT ON THIS LIST

CHELMER
VALVE

COMPANY

for High Quality Audio Tubes

Everybody in the tube business knows that the justly famous Brand names of yesteryear like BRIMAR,
GEC, MULLARD, RCA & TELEFUNFKEN Etc. Etc. are scarce and often very expensive.
Although we supply all major brands when available (and have many in stock) our policy is to offer a
range of tubes, mostly of current manufacture, the best we can find from factories around the world,
which we process specially to suit audio applications. The result - CvC PREMIUM BRAND.

Our special processing includes selection for LOW NOISE, HUM & MICROPHONY and controlled
BURN-IN on all power tubes to improve STABILITY and select out tubes with weaknesses Etc.

A selection of CVC PREMIUM Audio Tubes

PRE-AMP TUBES POWER TUBES POWER TUBES SOCKETS ETC.
ECC81 5.00 { EL34G 7.50 | (continued) B9A (Chassis or PCB) 1.60
ECC82 5.00 | EL34 (TESLA) 8.00 | 6336A 46.00 | B9A (Ch or PCB) G/Plated  3.00
ECC83 5.00 { EL34 (Large Dia.) 8.50 | 6550A 11.00 | Octal (Ch. or PCB) 1.80
ECC85 6.00 | EL84/6BQ5 4.70 | 6550WA or WB 13.50 | Octal (Ch. or PCB) G/Plated 4.20
ECC88 5.00 | EL509/519 13.00 | 7581A 11.00 | 4 Pin (For 2A3, 300B etc.) 3.30
ECF82 5.00 | E8B4L/7189A 6.50 | 807 9.00 | 4 Pin (For 2A3, 3008 etc)
ECL82 5.00 | KT66 9.50 | 811A 11.00 G/ Plated 5.00
ECL86 5.00 | KT77 12.00 | 812A 34.00 | 4 Pin Jumbo (For 211 etc.) 11.00
EF86 5.50 | KT88 (Standard) 12.50 | 845 30.00 | 4 Pin Jumbo (For 211 etc.)
E80F Gold Pin 10.00 | KT88 (Gold Special) 21.00 Gold Plated 15.00
E81CC Gold Pin 6.80 | KT88 (GL Type) 30.00 TR GRS 5 Pin (For 807) 3.00
E82CC Gold Pin 8.00 | PL509/519 9.00 | EZ80 4.00 | 7 Pin (For 6C33C-8B) 4.50
E83CC Gold Pin 7.50 | 2A3 (4 or 8 Pin) 1450 | EZ81 4.50 | 9 Pin (For EL, PL5089,
E88CC Gold Pin 8.00 | 211 22.00 | GZ32 11.00 Ch. or PCB) 5.00
6EU7 6.00 | 300B 50.00 | GZ33 9.50 | Screening Can
6SL7GT 4.50 | 6C33C-B 27.00 | GZ34 6.50 (For ECC83 etc.) 2.00
5SN7GT 450 | 6L6GC 6.50 | GZ37 7.50 { Anode Connecter
6922 5.20 | 6LEWGC/5881 8.00 | 5U4G 5.00 (For 807 etc.) 1.50
7025 6.50 | 6V6GT 5.00 | 5V4GT 4.50 | Anode Connecter

6080 11.50 | 5Y3GT 4.00 (For EL509 etc.) 1.70

61468 10.50 | 5Z4GT 4.50 | Retainer (For 6LEWGC etc.) 2.00

and a few “Other Brands” (inc. Scarce types).

SR4GY FIVRE 7 00 | 6B4G / SYLVANIA 2700 | 12AT7WA MULLARD 500 3E1 STC 135.00
S5R4WGY CHATHAM USA 10.00 | 6BW6 BRIMAR 5.00 | 12AY7 GE-SYLVANIA 7.75 |805 CETRON 50.00
5U4GB RCA or GE 12.00 | 6BX7 GT SYLVANIA 8.50 | 12AZ7 GE 7.50 |5842A GEC 15.00
5Y3WGT SYLVANIA 5.00 | 6CG7/6FQ7SYLVANIA 7.50 | 12BH7A GE or RCA 13.00 |6080W TUNGSTOL 12.50
6AS7G RCA or SEIMENS 12.00 | 6CL6 RCA or GE 5.00 | 12BY7A GE 9.00 |6550A GE 22.00
6AUBWC SYLVANIA 3.50 | 6CW4 RCA 11.00 | 12E1 STC 12.50 |6146B GE 17.00
ASK ABOUT ANY TYPES NOT ON THIS LIST ALL PRICES IN U.K. POUNDS £

Please note carriage charge extra + VAT (EEC Only) - When ordering state if matching required (add £1.00 per tube).
Payment by CREDIT CARD (ACESS, VISA, MASTERCARD) or BANKERS DRAFT, TRANSFER or CHEQUE (UK ONLY).
FAX or POST your ORDER - We shall send PROFORMA INVOICE if necessary.

Valve Amplifiers sound better still fitted with CVC PREMIUM Valves!

Chelmer Valve Company, 130 New London Road,

Chelmsford, Essex CM2 ORG. England.
© 44 (0)1245 355296 Fax: 44 (0)1245 490064
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INTERNET
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PAGE 138 FOR

MERIDIAN 508 20 bit. Absolutely
mint & hardly used £1200.
Meridian S41| processor used for
| month, immaculate, with MSR
£750. Meridian D600 Digital
Actives. Outstanding, black rare
with manuals £1500. Meridian SSS
power amp, great sound £400.
Nakamichi DR2 cassette deck,
clean sound, mint £400. All
equipment boxed.
Demonstrations arranged. No
time wasters or dreamers Tel:
George 0181 360 0364 after 7pm

Qui(n

LOWTHER PM6 Acousta
speakers £240. Luxman T88
tuner £80. Quad 33 pre amp £75.
Marantz 20 band graphic equaliser
£45. Thorens TD160B turntable,
Formula 4 arm cartridge £130.
Denon DCD 2560 CD player
£240 vgc. Tel: 0181 681 1054
(Croydon}) (Jul(l)

WANTED: NAIM late model Hi-
Cap power supply and Nat 02
tuner Tel: 0181 977 2886
evenings (Jul(l)

MARTIN LOGAN SL3’s mint,
boxed and manuals £2500 ono.
Jadis JP80 £4000 ono. Lyra

Parnasus £650 ono. Upgrading.
Tel: 01708 442 598. Mobile
0411 069 525. Work 01223
868 204 (Aug(l)

NAIM GEAR (new style) CDS
£2200. Pre-Supercap 52 £2500.
NAP250 £1000. NATOI £900.
LP12 Lingo Ekos Arkiv £1200.
Nakamichi CR7 £1100. Heybrook
Sextets £800. All mint. Tel: 01473
610 434 (evenings) (Aug(l)

AVONDALE APX2 superior
Hycap psr New Aug 97 £275.
Linn Klyde MC cartridge, low
output, little use £175. Leak
Troughline 3 stereo tuner Stereo
30 amp double sleeve £120 Tel:
01952 249 627 (Jul(l)

WANTED MERIDIAN 501.2
preamp plus 506,.20bit CD player
plus Nordost Red Down
Interconnects. Cash waiting. Tel:
01795 430 254 (Kent) (Jul)

NAIM NAC 82 preamp 1.5 years
old £1400 ono. Acoustic Energy
AE|s on dedicated stands, mint
cond £600 ono. Quad 77 Carbon
Int amp, boxed as new £400.
Rotel RT950 BX tuner, mint
boxed £150. DPA Rennaisance
CD player, mint, | year old £600
ono. Denon DAS 810 cassette
deck (£300) 3 head £140 ono.
Castle Severn mint, beech, £300.
Tel: Jules 01792 280 061 (Jul(l)

Hi-F| WORLD

ELECTROCOMPANIET ECi/l
100wpc - 80 amps current
(£2300) £1250 Rogers L53/5A +
ABI subwoofer, few weeks old
(£1250) £750. Orelle
CMIOT/DA180 Mk 2 (Colloms
recommended) Siiver
Interconnect (£1400) £650
Records wanted. Tel: 01902 892
613 (Jul)

LEXICON DCI Processor
THX/AC3/DTS fitted. LDD| RF
demodulator included £3000. Rel
Strata 2 subwoofer £300. Pioneer
CLD 925 Laserdisk player and 25
disks £495 Tel: Tom 0113 234
6111/0113 240 2043 (Jul(l)

NAKAMICHI RX300/RX202
£350 each ono. Awia 6900
Cldeck £150. Poweramp NAD
902 new, £150. Russian valve
amp, new, £500. Luxman receiver
£150. Toshiba DD turntable/SME
TT £200. Thorens 125 £125. |BL
4410 £500. Denon 610 c/deck
£120. Pioneer A400 amp £150.
Tel: 01494 721 274 (Amersham
Bucks) (Jul(l)

MUSICAL FIDELITY XI0D vaive
CD buffer, boxed, few hours use
£60. Pickering XLZ/3500E hybrid
cartridge unused £30. Pioneer
PLS |4 wrntable/Shure M75E) £25
Tel: Steve 01429 867 432
(Hartlepool Teeside) (Jul(l)

ATC SCMS0A Active speakers,
walnut £2750. Audio Research
LSIS preamp with remote £2150.
Marantz CD94 with Bitstream
processor upgrade and separate
power supply £595. Excellent,
boxes and hand books Tel: 0115
924 2075 (Nottingham) (Jui()

NAIM SPEAKERS black new
drivers fitted upgraded, vgc £1000
ono. Buyer collects Tel: Alistair
0141 942 8415 (Glasgow) (Jul(l)

PRIMARE 302 CD Celestion 300
spks. NAD 1000 Preamp NAD
902 power x2. NAD 502 CD.
Audio Alchemy V10 DAC &
Power Station 2 + Transmission
interface. Tannoy 611 spks.
Isoplat Platform x2. BBE
Restoration system. Francenstein.
All above immaculate and at half
price. Tel:01604 766 124 (Aug)

ARCAM ALPHA 9 & 9P biamp
combo £600. (£900 new) 3
months use. Musical Fidelity
X10D line stage £60 Tel: Andy
0181 845 2126 or 0956 542 314

(Jul)

LINN INDEX Il loudspeakers
with matching Ku-Stone stands.
Excellent condition £195. All
offers considered Tel: 0181 870
7372 (Jul(l)

PHONO STAGES; Burmester
838 (£1500 new!) £300 Riverside
P2 (valve) £125 Thorens TD24,
Martin Bastin plinth (£300) F&S
psu (£100), FR64S £500 Voyd
Valdi, no platter/lid £100. Audio
Synthesis Transcend transport
(£1395) £400 Cambridge Audio
CD4/Dacmagic 2 £120 Meridian
203 DAC £150 Parasound DAC-
1 100HDCD (£1000) £400 Tel:
0181 672 4319 (Jul(l)

AR TIGHT ATMI valve
poweramp £900. ATM2 & ATM3
Stereophile recommended Class
A. Speakers:- Celestion 7000
ribbons £350, Helius Syrius Il
(95dB sensitivity £2400) £800.
Rotel RL9IS (MS Pageant design,
best buy Hi-Fi Choice £215) £50
VdH Revelation speaker cable 2m
pair £200 Tel: 0181 672 4319

Qui(

GAMMA SYSTEM Era preamp
(£1000) £200 Space
power/integrated (£3500) £800.
Epoch speakers (Focal drive units
£1500) £400; all 3 £1300. NAD
6220 cassette deck (£200) £30
Nottingham Analogue Tracer 3
cartridge (£410) £140 Tel: 0181
672 4319 (Jul(!)

KLIPSCH HERESY 2 speakers
(new) £450 Quad 77 amplifier
(new) £400. Alphason Sonata
turntable & HR100mcs arm £400.
Teac P30 transport (new) £1600.
Epos ESI| & stands £300 Tel:
01952 502 097 (Teiford) (Jul(l)

LINN ISOBARIKS 9 years old.
External crossovers. Panelled
stands, rosewood, mint condition
£1100. LP12/Ekos/KS £900.

LK 1/280/remote £500 Tel: (day)
Q171 256 6787 (eves) 01708 437
196. Email:
marasak@bloomberg.net.

Qui(n)

CELESTION 7000 floor standing
Ribbon Hybrid speakers.
Incredibly open and transparent
sound. Perfect condition, must be
heard, very reluctant sale £425
Tel: 01788 544 889 or 01788 813
076 (Rugby) (Jul(l)

LINN KAIRN Pro SPS with
latest slimline power supply
£1050. Yamaha DSP-A2070
£500 Cannon V {00 speakers
£100 infinity (Infinitesimal)
speakers & matching sub

woofer £350. All mint
condition, boxed, full
instructions, hardly used due to
earlier upgrade Tel: Eric 01785
215 455 (Jul(l)

DETAILS

ALPHASON DELTA arm Cardas
wired £100 Ariston RD30
superior turntable unused still
boxed £225. Dali 104MS speakers
£250 or W.H.Y. Tel: 01592 265
096 (Scotland) (Jul(l)

TARGET HI-FI unit. Smoked glass
stand with 7 shelves. As good as
new £185. All offers considered
Tel: 0181 870 7372 (Jul(t)

PINK TRIANGLE Export, SME
309 arm Ortofon MC |5 super
cartridge mint condition £750
ono Tel: 01203 610 556 (Jul(l}

QUALITY LOUDSPEAKER
cabinets ready for Tannoy 12"
drivers. Very smart satin black
finish £170 ono Tek 0171 381
1539 (Jul(l)

LINN KARIK inc brilliant,
excellent £875. LFD intergrated
zero, superb amplifier £275. Snell
K Mk, very open natural sound
£195. Huygens K4 stands £95
LFD Airoflex bi-wire £45 Tel:
01429 429 953 (Cleveland) (Jul(l)

LEAK STEREO 20 rebuilt mint
condition boxed £275.
Magnaplanar SMGAs mint boxed
£345. Cyrus 2 + psx mint boxed
1989 £300. Cyrus PCMII CD,
boxed mint £150 Cambridge
A100 poweramp mint boxed
£150. Cyrus 737 Freedoms, mint
£150. Cambridge A100 pwr amp,
mint, boxed £145. Tel: 0141 571
4947 or 0411 756 829 (Glasgow)

(ul()

AUDIO PHYSIC Spark 2
speakers. Stylish slim cabinet in
cherrywood finish. Mint
condition, superb spacious open
sound. New £1750, bargain at
£1050 Tel: 0181 906 3492 (Jul(!)

MERIDIAN 518 Upgrade your
DAC with this state of the art
digital processor includes digital
volume control so no need for
pre amp £575 Tel: 0171 281 0821

Qi)

AUDIO SYTHESIS DAX DAC
ultra analogue version with glass
optical input £650 ono
Concordant Excelsior valve
preamp with phono input and
seperate power supply £450 ono.
Hi-Fi News headcase headphone
amplifier £30 ono Tel: 01962 851
802 (Jul(t)

WANTED AKG cartridges P8 or
P7 range also Pye PF91 or HF|| or

Leak TL12.1 valve amplifier Tel:
0181 647 6217 (anytime) (Aug(l)
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& accessories

FOR CASH OR EXCHANGE
any make, any age
NOTHING LEGAL REFUSED!

(Official ID with address & signature required from sellers)

MUSIC & VIDEO EXCHANGE

64 Notting Hill Gate, London W11
= 0171 792 3474

480 Fulham Rd (Broadway), London SW6
= 0171 385 5350

95 Berwick St, Soho, London W1
= 0171 434 2939

MVE, Manchester Arndale Centre (near
High St entrance) & 0161 839 0677

OPEN 7 DAYS

LARGE SELECTION ON SALE

[EQ vy 1998

& DAY A Wezk
EX DEN AT FxcHANGE
ML ORDER A RER MSTALATTON

AUDIO JUMBLE

“gg
Sixth Year

ANNUAL SALE OF VINTAGE AND MODERN
HI-FI EQUIPMENT AT:-
THE ANGEL LEISURE CENTRE,
TONBRIDGE, KENT.

SUNDAY 12TH JULY 1998
10.30AM - 4.30PM

STALLS £20-00
ADMISSION £2-00
BOOKINGS/ENQUIRIES 01892-540022

LARGE CAFETERIA SERVING HOT AND
COLD MEALS ALL DAY. MAIN LINE
RAILWAY STATION WITHIN WALKING
DISTANCE.

*VALVE AMPS *TUNERS *RECORDS*
*SPEAKERS *COMPONENTS *BOCKS*
*CASSETTE DECKS *TAPE RECORDERS*

HI-FI WORLD



Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive insertions

will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions.

NAGRA STEREO £150C
Technics SP10 Mk|| £300.
EMT 950 £800 EMT 94B £550
Revox A77 HS with speakers
£600 Revax B77 Mk|| £650

Studer A80 £895 Studer B62
£600 Studer B67 £750 Tel:
01246 235 024. Fax: 01246
550 421 (Jul(l)

NAIM NAP250 £749 NAT
O1/PST £795 Hicap £349. Old
styles. Linn Klout £1199.
Musical Fidelity XA200
monoblocks £899 x-display.
Neat Mystiques x-display £495.
Pink Triangle
Anniversary/RB300, new £1799.
Pink Tarantella/RB300, new
£849. Heybrook Optimas new
£219. Other items available.
Objective Audio Tel: 01279 426
647 or 0973 452 368.
objectiveaudio@yahoo.com

(ul()

CABASSE (FARELLA 400) 93dB
floorstander, black ash, new
Nov 97 £675 ono. Audio
Innovations (Second Audios)
valve specialist modified and
tuned £1150 ono. Audio
Innovations (Series 800 Mk3)
poweramp £375 ono Tel/Fax:
Arion 018687 227 92 (Jul(l)

ARION ACOUSTICS (Dolche)
valve phono stage. Superior
sound and build quality £350.
Many other products also
available. Spare parts and full
valve service available. Tel/Fax:
Arion 018687 227 92 (Jul(l)

AUDIONOTE ONGAKU
Mirage bi-polar |/speakers. MIT
MH770 Terminator Ref Mit
cables. Tel: Audio Visual
Concepts 01628 440 873 (Jul(l)

HI-FI WORLD

AUDIONOTE ONGAKU 211
linestage integrated amplifier.
RRP £59,950 Revalved, mint
and crated. This rare item will
go for £17, 000 ovno. Definite
enquiries only please as demo
will cost £150 - redeemable
against purchase. Tel: 01628
440 873 (jul(f)

AUDIO RESEARCH SPI5II
Rev. A. Mint as new (£6000).
With spare valves, manual and
shipping cartons £2750. Tel:
Audio Visual Concepts 01628
440 873 (Aug(l)

AUDIO SELECTION: Buy:
Sell: Exchange: *New *TDL
T2'S, Rosewood £475 (£600)
*Marantz CD67SE £279
(£350) *CD863IIKISI £379.
DPA LBIl DAC £149 (£450).
Arcam Alpha 3 £149. Naim
42.5 £145. Trio KD1033 T/T
£49. SNES boxed £40.
Denor PMA920 180 wrms

£159. Free advice. Delivery
£10. Tel: Jim 01206 510 392
(Colchester})

PG SY:TEMS. Guaranteed
repairs, upgrading or
restoration to all valve
equipment, dassic or new valve
testing and matching a
speciality. We will beat any
price and deliver at least the
same quality work and
components. We also buy-sell
classic equipment. Equipment
for sale: Leak TL2 1.1, Stereo
20, Troughline etc. Tel: 0181
691 8597 (Jul(!)

AUDIO INNOVATIONS - Last
chance to buy remaining stock
factory direct. S1000SE, S800,
P1, LI. New, boxed and sealed.
Lowesu prices. Tel: 0171 551
5408 (Jul(t)

MUSICAL EXPEREIENCE.
Quad 34 Phono + 405 Mk2,
mint £350. Rega Planar 3, no
cartridge, mint £35. MF A100
Class A £165. Rotel RC-970
BX Mk2. mint £85. Leak Stereo
20, rebuilt, original box + Point
One pre in box £325.
Magnaplanar SMGA's, boxed
£345. Cambridge A100 pwr
amp, boxed, mint £145. Quad
67, boxed with remote £550.
Tel: 0141 571 4947 (Jul(l)

INTERFERENCE/RESONANCE
SHIELDING: CuPads and
CDRoof - unique internal and
external copper accessories to
get the maximum from your
current equipment. For
brochure: Kopperae, PO Box
6884, Dundee, DD5 YB or
Tel: 07970 654 356 (Aug(l)

VINTAGE BUY-SELL.
Wanted 1930/60s Hi-Fi.
Quads, Rogers, Charles,
Lowther, Ferranti. Speakers:
Tannoy GRE's/Autograph,
Lowther, EMGs. FOR SALE:
Lowther TPl corner horn,
Lowther Voight horn corner,
Dynatron Triod amps.
Garrard 301s. Westrex

speakers etc. Tel/Fax 0171
349 9675/0958 607 613 (Jui(l)

OFFICIAL SUGDEN Service,
repairs, and upgrades. Sales of
new and reconditioned
SUGDEN audio products.
Prices from £150 including
carriage for recons with
guarantee. Full details available.
Tel: Audio Synergy 01924 406
016 (Jui9s(l)

SPECIAL
INTERNET
OFFER SEE

. PAGE 138 FOR
DETAILS

NAIM/LINN/MANA
BUY/SELL ALL ITEMS
e.g. 52, CDS, SCAP,
SNAXO, HICAP, NAXO,

135, 250, SBL, IBL, 180, 140,
72, 32, MANA etc

TEL: BOB 01382 819 732
(Dec98)

BUY-SELL-EXCHANGE.
Vintage wireless and classical
audio. Repairs, spares,
restoration, modification to all
valve equipment. Quad |l, Leaks
etc. Regonda and Vega T.V.
and Radio parts in stock. |7
Bell Street, NW| 5BY. Tel:
0171258 3448 Fax 0171 258
3449 (Apr99)

WANTED - EARLY HI-FI
LOUDSPEAKERS

Tannoy, Lowther, Parmeko,
Voigt, Vitavox, RCA WE etc
TURNTABLES

Garrard, BBC301, EMT SME,
Ortofon, Decca, etc.

VALVE AMPLIFIERS

AEl, EMI, Leak, Rogers, PYE-
Quad, WE etc

AUDIO VALVES

DA30, KTé6, KT88,
PX4,PX25, PP3/350,WE300
CLEAR CRYSTAL SYSTEMS
John Petrie-Baker

Tel: 0171 328 9275

REPAIRS, MODIFICATIONS,
Restorations and up-grades to
all amplifiers, ancient and
modern. One-off’s built to
order, kits debugged. Power
supplies, P.A. amps etc. Tel:
01642 860 881 (Sep98(l)
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iIsers in

advert

RLD CLASSIFIED ADS ORDER FORM

Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive insertions
will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions

Hi-Fi WORLD CLASSIFIED ADS ORDER FORM

Please type or write your advertisement copy in block capitals on a separate sheet of paper and return with this completed form.

model numbers are treated as one word.

MAGAZINE & INTERNET
£10.00 per month
Private, Boxed - Free Internet £15.00 per month

Private - Free Internet

Trade - Free Internet £10.00 per month

Trade, Boxed - Free Internet  £15.00 per month

PLEASE TICK HERE IF YOU DO NOT WANT

YOUR FREE INTERNET ADVERT

e —————— e —m e —————— e ————————

SPECIAL OFFER R S — e — =
BOOK A PRIVATE OR TRADE Address
CLASSIFIED AD. AND GET ONE 1 B | - = — ]
MONTH’S FREE INTERNET AD.
RATES Post Code Daytime Tel. No___ _ —
Maximum length per advert is 30 words, each
additional word is 50p extra. Telephone and | || enclose cheque/postal order for £ Made payable to Audio Publishing Ltd.

Please debit my VISA/MASTERCARD card No.  Expiry Date

For office use only
el NI O,
VISA
Ref  juss
Send this form together with your payment to:

Hi-Fi World Classified Ads., Audio Publishing Ltd.,
64 Castellain Road, London, W9 IEX

r

DEADLINE FOR AUGUST 1998 ISSUE IS FRIDAY 5TH JUNE 1998
ADVERTISERS INDEX
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Affordable Audio 106 Gretton 68 Norton Technology 94 Sound Connection 8
Apolio Cables 108 Heatherdale 107 Octave Audio 40 Sound Image 86
Audio Designs 104 Henley Designs 28 Omega Electrical Sound Of Music 12
Audio Elegance 98 Hi-Fi Company 71 Equipment 110 Sounds Expensive 108
Audio lilusion 8 Hi-Fi Company 72 Oranges & Lemons 8 Sounds Of Music
Audio lllusion 104 Hi-Fi Company 73 Origin Live 109 (Crewe) 105
Audio Jumble 136 Hi-Fi Company 76 Oxford Audio Sounds Of Music 44
Audiocom 112 Hi-Fi Corner 103 Consultants 116 Sounds Perfection 54
Audiophile 56 HiCam 118 Papworth 68 Thomas Transducers 112
Cable Talk 108 lan Edwards 107 Pear Audio 86 Trichord 54
Campaign Audio lan Harrison 106 PG Hi-Fi 130 Try Me & See 100
Design 56 Jem Distribution 107 Picture The Sound 48 Try Me & See 101
Central Audio 102 Kef/Celestion 6 Powerplant 116 V'Audio 130
Chelmer Valves 134 Kef/Celestion IFC Progressive Audio 108 Vadis 30
Choice Hi-Fi 126 LFD 36 QED 52 van den Hul 54
Classique Sounds 122 Listen Inn 32 QTA 112 Vickers 94
Creek Audio 40 Listening Rooms 86 Replay Audio 98 Vintage Hi-Fi 105
Custom Cable 107 Loricraft 104 Ringmat 36 Virtual Reality 54
Definitive Audio 56 Mantra Audio 102 River Hi-Fi 107 Virtual Reality IBC
Definitive Audio 104 Marton Music 118 RJF 106 Vivante 27
Definitive Audio 122 Michell Engineering 28 Roksan 60 Vivante UK 56
Diverse Music 109 Midland Audio Sevenoaks 18 Wilmslow Audio 10
East Midlands 12 Exchange (MAX) 124 Sevenoaks 19 Wire & Insulation 44
Elemental Audio 10 Mission BC Sevenoaks 26 XTC 98
Emporium 102 Music & Video Exchange 136 Signals 105 XTC 94
Gamma 123 Music Group (The) 132 Slate Audio 99
Glass Audio 130 Musonic 102 Sonic Link 36
Grandix 118 Norton Technologies 116 Sonneteer 109
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GET YOURSELF
CONNECTED.....
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SOLID CORE

:
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Virtual Reality |
audio systems |
P.O Box 383 Brentwood Essex CM 14 4GB
Tel : 01277 227355 Fax : 01277 224103
email: Info@virtuair.demon.co.uk
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