KNGS

B&W CDM1 LOUDSPEAKERS

A TALE OF TWO AMPS
FOR £600-£650
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Clearly
better.

When one of the best loudspeaker
enginecring teams in the world advances its
state-of-thc-art technology, you'd expect
the result 10 outperform the competition.

It does.

KEF’s new Q Series, with its distinctive
clear cone Uni-Q* drivers, delivers a more
precise stereo image, over a wider
listening area, than any
conventional loudspeaker can.

This latest advance in KEF's
patented technology delivers
even smoother midrange
response and clarity that’s

simply stunning,

d =

From bookshelf to 3-way floorstander,
the entire range is magnetically shielded
for Home Theatre use. And because
sthetics are integral to good design,
the two largest models incorporate
KEF's new ‘racetrack’ bass unit. With
the performance of an 8 inch driver in
the space of a 6 inch, it
preserves the slim, elegant

Q Series design.
With  the new
Q Series, the competition

have been decisively out

classed.

The difference is clear.

SERIES

Sponsors of

Take it to the bridge

MODELS SHOWN ARE THE Q SERIES COMPRISING THE Q15. Q35, Q55, Q65, Q75 AND Q95C. KEF AND UNI-Q ARE AEGISTERED TRADEMARKS. UN!-Q IS PROTECTED UNDER (B PATENT 2 236929. U.S. PAT. NO. 5,548,657
WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING. FOR DETAILS ON KEF Q SERIES PLEASE CONTACT: KEF AUDIO (UK) LIMITED, DEPT HFW15, FREEPOST MA 1332, ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6BR. TELEPHONE (01622) 672261
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@ Ken Ishiwata’s latest Signature CD player is the CD- s you'll know if you've been following our Olde Worlde
17 KI-S. As usual, there’s a whole list of special A second-hand classics pages, there's a lot of high quality used
maodifications that turn the standard CD-17 into the hi-fi just waiting to be bought. But it's not only in our
player that so impressed Douglas Floyd-Douglass. classifieds that you can find great value sound for your money. As
we found out with Audio Analogue’s storming Puccini Special
Edition integrated transistor amplifier, for £600 you can net yourself
an amp which offers both outstanding sound quality and stylish
looks. To top it all, in these days of ‘you can have any input you
want as long as it’s line level’, the Puccini also has an MM/MC phono
stage. Along with amps like Roksan’s Caspian, smooth, transparent
transistor integrateds are changing the face of mid-price hi-fi as we
know it. Partnered with a decent turntable or CD player, amps like
these will impress whether they're driving £300 or £1500 speakers
like Jamo’s Concert 8s. Gone are the days of the transistor’s grey,

@ More good news for vinylists arrives in the form of
LFD’s Mistral phono stage. For a mere £300, Nick Tate
thinks it's one of the biggest budget upgrades turntable
owners can make.

@ If you like your 'speakers big and bassy, Tannoy’s
new D900s with a [2in. dual-concentric and |2in. bass
driver might hit the spot. They certainly took Eric
Braithwaite’s breath away, and that wasn’t just when he

tried to manoeuvre their 57kg cabinets into place.

@ Shure’s VI5 i MM cartridge sold in huge numbers
in the 1970s. Now Slate Audio are reviving this classic
in modified form in their £185 Brazen MM.

TEST EQUIPMENT

hard sound - smooth and natural are the order of the day now.

This month also finds us revealing all the best places to go for

vinyl, with a run-down of record shops across the country. And just
to make sure your LPs live long and prosper sonically, we also

explain how to set up your cartridge to get the best from it.

@ Hi-Fi World has its own advanced test
laboratory and acoustically treated listening

Jon Marks, Editor

LISTENING ROOM
(TREATED BY RPG ACOUSTIC TOOLS)

room. No other hi-fi magazine has the
benefit of such facilities.
@ Hi-Fi World has a dedicated in-house
team of experienced listeners, and uses
selected freelance professionals. We review
thoroughly by extensive auditioning, rather
than by quick-fire group listening tests.
@ Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs a
wide range of products in-house. No other

hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated.

INTHE OCTOBER ISSUE

Here’s a brief list of some of the quality hi-fi we hope to bring you in the next issue:

JAMO CONCERT I 1
LOUDSPEAKERS

The Concert | | floor stander uses the
same tweeter and mid/bass units as the
Concert 8s allied to a 6.5in. woofer. We
find out if the | Is have the same
pedigree as the 8s, but with some added
bass.

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS

We test some of the best vibration
busters to find the perfect platform for
your delicate hi-fi. The guest list includes
No Name Acoustics, Perfect Sound and
Platform Products.

HI-FI WORLD

LINN LINTO AND ROKSAN
ARTAXERXES X PHONO
STAGES

If you lean the vinyl way and you want to
make sure you're getting the most from
your plastic, a quality phono stage is a
must. We sample the new Linn Linto
MC and Roksan Artaxerxes X MM/MC
phono stages.

AMC CD8 CD PLAYER

AMC’s CD8 sports a MASH single-bit
DAC and a petite price of £150. But can
it survive in the hard fought world of the
budget CD player?

HPW JUNIOR TURNTABLE
Fresh from the US of A is HPW’s Junior
turntable. For the princely sum of £600
you get a deck with an acrylic platter and
a Rega RB300 as standard, but does this
disc spinner merit your money?

SOUNDCRAFT ABSOLUTE 4P
ACTIVE LOUDSPEAKERS

Hi-Fi World gets active with a pair of
powered studio monitors, the Absolute
4Ps. With their Audax Aerogel mid/bass
drivers and soft dome tweeters, could
these £800 stand mounters turn out to
be an audiophile dream?

SEPTEMBER 1997
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AMPLIFIERS

AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE vs
PRIME DESIGN A100 13

CONTACT NUMBERS Jon Marks finds out if either of these two new

10am - épm £600-£650 integrateds can knock Roksan’s
Tel 0171-289 3533 ot f th ;
Fae 0171-289 5620 aspian off the transistor amp top-spot.
diihr-fiworld.co.uk
dusl queres cannot

answ ed by relephone

MAIL ORDER
Tel 0171-266 0461
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See page 97 or our web
ice. ‘www hi-fiworld co.uk

for details
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CASSETTE DECK

YAMAHA KX-580 SE 53
In addition to its Dolby B, C and S the KX-580
now sports the Special Edition tag. Jon Marks
puts the Yamaha through its paces.

VINYL

LFD MISTRAL vs DENSEN DP
DRIVE/DP-02 PHONO STAGES 28
As more and more integrated amps these days
lack phono stages, we take a look at a pair of
outboard equalisers, the £300 LFD and £350
Densen.

SLATE AUDIO BRAZEN MM
CARTRIDGE 65
Slate Audio
are already
well known
for their
Garrard
turntable
plinths. Now
they move
into cartridge
territory with
the £185
Brazen, an
moving magnet (MM) type based on Shure’s
popular vintage VI5 Il

COMPACT DISC

MARANTZ CD-17 KI-S 20
Douglas Floyd-Douglass reckons Ken Ishiwata's
latest offering hits the audiophile target just as
accurately as all his previous Signature series
components.

THIS MONTH'S REVIEWS

LOUDSPEAKERS

TANNOY D900 16
Fancy the sound of
Tannoy’s huge dual-
concentric
Westminster Royal
horn ’speakers in a
(slightly) smaller
cabinet? Eric
Braithwaite does.
Here are the new
£4000 Tannoy D900s.

TOTEM MODEL 1|
SIGNATURE 41
The standard Model
I's from Totem
managed to build up a
loyal following. But

will the move up to
Signature status win
them more fans, Eric
Braithwaite wonders?

B&W CDMI 59
B&WV continue their
trend of inventive "speaker design with the

CDMs. David Price becomes a new admirer.

TUNER

LEAK TROUGHLINE WITH GATE
DECODER 31
Noel Keywood and Ketan Bharadia get to grips
with the latest stereo decoder for the
Troughline from GT Audio.

WORLD VERDICT

OUTSTANDING - Superb sound,
something we'd use ourselves.

GOOD - Has strong merit. Well
worth an audition.

ADEQUATE - Mediocre in several |
areas. May be worth auditioning.

POOR - Seriously flawed. Not
worth considering.

HI-FI WORLD



REGULARS

NEXT ISSUE 3
Find out what's coming up next month by a
consultation here.

NEWS 7
If you want to hear about the newest hi-fi first,
this is where you should look. Three pages full of
the latest component news and trends.

READERS’ LETTERS 42
If your system’s not sounding as good as it
should, and you don't know which way to turn,
stop off at our letters’ pages. Help is at hand.

HI-FI WORLD LIBRARY 50
Two pages of the best books on valves, 'speakers
and electronics. Pay a visit to the Library and
expand your knowledge in all things hi-fi.

COLUMNS 55,61,67,73
Views, comments and opinions from Hi-Fi
World’s men on the front line.

SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS 62
People with experience to ensure that when it
comes to buying equipment, you get the best
advice.

MEET YOUR MAKER 66
Names, addresses and details for hi-fi’s
component creators.

HI-FI WORLD KITS 74
Outstanding value and sound quality go hand-in-
hand with these kits from Hi-Fi World's design
experts.

DIAL-A-DEALER 89
Want to buy that piece of hi-fi you've just read
about? These are the people you should call.

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 103
This month’s reviewees are subjected to a full
examination. Are there any skeletons in their
technical closets?

| ‘MUSIC
| ROCK AND POP 8i

RECORD OF THE MONTH:
| K.D. Lang: Drag,

DANCE/AMBIENT 84
RECORD OF THE MONTH:
| Todd Terry: Ready For A New Day.

\

‘

| JAZZ REVIEWS 87
|

| CLASSICAL REVIEWS 93

RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Beethoven piano sonatas, Op8la and Op|06.

HI-FI WORLD

WORLD BUYING GUIDE 119
Here we list the best, not the rest. This is the
equipment we'd be happy to use ourselves.

OLDE WORLDE 126
This month we highlight another past-master,
Marantz’s PM-94 heavyweight integrated.

READERS’ CLASSIFIEDS 127
If you know exactly what you want but just can’t
afford it, don’t despair. Bargains are waiting in
these six pages.

FEATURES

BURN AND BURN AGAIN 23
At last, a non-compressed re-recordable digital
format is coming. Philips’ new CD ReWritable
discs could mark the start of a revolution.

ARMING YOUR CARTRIDGE 37
Making sure your records sound great and enjoy
a long life is down to accurate cartridge
alignment and arm adjustment. Jon Marks
explains.

WIRED 57
Ketan Bharadia gets hooked up with Ixos’ 102,
Nordost's Black Knight and DPA’s Slink Two
interconnects.

DESIGNER INTERVIEW - KEN
ISHIWATA 78
Douglas Floyd-Douglass speaks with Ken
Ishiwata, Marantz’s world-famous designer,
about the arts of hi-fi and music.

COMPETITION - PAGE 34

This month we're on a 'speaker mission. We've
a pair of 754 Freedom 5 and 753 Freedom 5
loudspeakers from Mission worth over £2000

to give away.
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X10D Class A
Tube Line Stage

X CANS Class A
Tube Headphone Amplifier

X DAC New Technology
HDCD DAC

MUSICAL FIDELITY

When music matters most

FOR DETAILS OF
A DEALER NEAR YOU,

CONTACT MUSICAL FIDELITY LIMITED,
1517 OLYMPIC TRADING ESTATE,
FULTON ROAD, WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HAS OTF.
TELEPHONE 0181 900 2866.

v .
XLT Low Noise
MC/MM Phone Stage

X PRE Class A
Tube Preamplifier

X PSU Add on Power Supply
for all X Series

High Qua ity Tone Control




MOTOROLA GO INTO ORBIT
Motorola, the US electronics giant, has just announced its third satellite venture. Called
Celestri, it will consist of 66 satellites in orbit around the world, if given the go-ahead by
US authorities. They will provide a global communications system for private users and
small businesses, with implications for music lovers and audio buffs everywhere. Music is
already being made available by satellite transmission
= and Motorola’s new system will greatly expand the
(M) mororora RSN | _
N’ Their document is reported as saying the Celestri
network, “could be used by residential consumers to
send and receive computer files from home, as well
as for entertainment.” Since capacity will be sufficient to stream video, it is almost certain
that high-quality audio could be handled too. Audio-On-Demand is
already available via satellite, so superficially there is little new here.
However, greater capacity is needed. Rapid expansion of the
Internet is already drawing attention to the power and potential of
world-wide data transmission, but there are log jams on the low-
capacity copper telephone cables currently being used, and fibre-
optic cables are mired in other difficulties.

Satellite data transmission and collection systems are freer
from political interference, local and national, and they offer
enormous bandwidth right into users’ homes. As a result they are
likely to become increasingly popular for high-speed data transfer in future and it looks as
though Motorola are determined to ensure they have as tight a grip on this technology
sector as they do today on computers, pagers and mobile telephones.

Celestri is preceded by Iridium, which will provide low-bandwidth wireless voice,
paging, facsimile and data services world-wide by late 1998. The first five of 66 Iridium
satellites were successfully launched on May 5, 1997. Following Iridium is M-Star, another
satellite system, intended for data transmission between corporations around the world.

Celestri is Motorola’s most ambitious project, designed to come on line in 2002. It
looks as if it could well be the moment when hi-fi
buffs can expect to download an entire album in
minutes from satellite, recording it onto CD,
MiniDisc or DVD via a computer. Motorola are
quite specific that, “families will be able to gain
real-time Internet access, as well as HDTV (High
Definition Television). It will provide, *Consumer
customers instant access to a broadband network
infrastructure and true bandwidth-on-demand.”
By this they mean that consumers will have direct
access to the satellite system, rather than having to go through any intermediate
authorities or links, and that if high bandwidth is needed for a fast download, then it can be
made available for the duration required.

The system relies upon 63 Low Earth Orbit (LEO) satellites, augmented by three
Geosynchronous (GEO) satellites. As they’re 900 miles up, the LEOs need less power to
communicate and will carry consumer services. The GEOs sit 22,300 miles above the
earth and will carry professional broadcast services. Each LEO will be 41ft long and weigh
3100kgs (3tonnes). Power consumption will average 4.6kVV, drawn from solar panels.
There will be 432 uplinks per satellite and 260 downlinks, working in the 20-30GHz band,
plus 6 inter-satellite links. An aggregate data rate of 8.7Gbps is quoted, enough to dump
down an entire CD in less than a second (pro-rata for multiple users of course).

This sort of satellite system puts up the hardware needed to realise Thomas Dolby’s
vision of a future where music buyers check out a
Rock band on the Internet, listening to free album
excerpts at home over their hi-fi. If they like what
they hear, payment can be made by quoting a
card number and then the entire album
transmitted in a minute or two. Sleeve notes and
band details can also be sent and printed out.

Sources: International Herald Tribune;
Motorola.
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The perfect ‘point source’ has been sought for over 50 years.
KEF patented it.

SN

The acoustic ‘point source’ has
long been the Holy Grail of
loudspeaker design. Ever since the
early days of high fidelity,
audio engineers have
sought this elusive ideal.

Some have come close,
but none have succeeded.

Except for KEF - and
KEF alone. UK patent
2236929 and US patent
5,548,657 are the proof.

KEF’s revolutionary
Uni-Q" drive unit configuration is

acknowledged as one of the great

breakthroughs of modern high-end

loudspeaker design.

The single coincident point source

is achieved by placing the tweeter at

the exact acoustic centre of the mid-

range cone. With identical directivity
and dispersion characteristics, this

unique configuration creates an

Jri

FW15_FREEPQST MA 1332,

immaculate stereo image over a far
wider listening area than is possible
with any conventional speaker.

To the listener, the
difference is phenomenal.
Off-axis response is
superb - and undesirable
crossover effects are
virtually eliminated.

Progressively refined by
Reference Series engineers,
KEF’s patented Uni-Q
technology is what makes

the new Monitor Series the ideal
solution for studio professionals and
serious audiophiles alike.

After more than 50
years the perfect point

source has arrived. .

The experience
of sound

Sponsors of

Take it to the bridge




INTEL OFFER 3D SOUND FROM o
TWO LOUDSPEAKERS intel
Intel, who claim they are, “the world’s
largest chip maker” have sent us a press release claiming their
3D Realistic Sound Experience (RSX) software is the first to
meet Dolby Laboratories’ standards and gain their approval.
The press release was in obscure corporate and
computer gobbledegook. In essence it seems, “people whose
PCs run applications with 3D RSX will perceive sound in all
directions, from just two loudspeakers”. We assume, from a
Website graphic, that the ’speakers are those on either side
of an Intel based Personal Computer rather than the external
loudspeakers of a hi-fi system connected up to the computer.
A bit of Internet investigation revealed the system uses
perceptual cues provided by a dummy head, in this case
synthesised by the computer it seems - Intel are none too
clear on this. There is little new in dummy head surround
sound of
course;
Sensaura, used
on some EM|
CDs, employs a
similar
technique. The
novel bit is
getting a
computer to
simulate the
effects
produced by a dummy head. For this it would appear that
Intel have relied upon research carried out by the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and by Georgia Tech.
This type of dummy head encoding works best through
headphones, but it will also work through the ’speakers of a
conventional hi-fi system. For audio buffs to be able to enjoy
3D RSX they must own a PC, preferably equipped with MMX
technology. If the computer has a sound output it can be
connected to an amplifier’s Auxiliary input. For a PC to
process audio it would also need a sound card with D/A
convertor, but Intel do not say whether MMX is powerful
enough to provide real-time processing, or whether ordinary
stereo could be successfully converted in such a fashion. And
computer A/Ds and D/As are still fairly crude compared to
those within hi-fi equipment, even though they work to CD's
| 6-bit resolution, 44.1kHz sampling rate.
All the same, it does show how computers are
progressively having more influence on audio and what the
future might bring.

VIBRANT VINYL
There's good news if you're addicted to vinyl and have plans
to invest in replay components in the future. Henley Designs,
which owns Ortofon, has announced a hale and hearty annual
turnover for 1996 of £7.8m and a net profit of £1.2m. Henley
also say that average growth per annum over the last five
years amounts to a healthy 19%. Henley put this down, in
part at least, to the withdrawal of a lot of the competition
from the vinyl related component market as record sales
shrank.

One area where Ortofon cartridges are selling particularly
well is Japan, where the demand for high-end cartridges is

trace winas

almost insatiable. In fact, Japan accounts for about 40% of
global sales of £500+ Ortofon MCs.

Another company treading the vinyl trail and having a
similarly buoyant time of it is SME, whose sales of arms and
turntables rose by almost 30% last year.

Helping out with the software side of the equation is MAV,
known for their arms and turntables. They're now licensed by
Sony to re-press a range of all-analogue Classical titles in runs
of about a thousand.

CYMBOL STRIKES A NOTE

A new range of components is coming from a new name to hi-
fi, Cymbol. Designed by Tony Brady who was formerly with
Onix Electronics, Cymbol’s offerings consist of an HDCD
equipped CD player at £1299 and a 50W integrated amplifier
at £499. In the pipeline are two more CD players, a remote
controlled amplifier and power amplifiers.

traocle winaels

Cymbol Electronics
5 Kendal Court,
Railway Road,
Newhaven,

Sussex BN9 0AY
Tel: 01273 512750

GARRARD LIVES AGAIN
Terry O’Sullivan of Loricraft Audio
has spent many years refurbishing
Garrard 301 and 401 turntables.
Owners of the Garrard brand name,
the Brazilian consumer electronics
company Gradiente, have now sold
Terry the exclusive rights to the
Garrard name. Work on a successor
to the 301 and 401 is currently
underway: no surprises for guessing
the model number - 501. Watch this
space for more information.

Loricraft Audio

4 Big Lane,
Lambourne,
Berkshire RGI17 8XQ
Tel: 01488 72267




Digital RRP Amplifiers RRP

Monno Privilage CD Ex-dem (£998)mmtd0! , Graaf 5050 stereo amplifier 50 wpc Ex-dem (£2150) £1500
DPA T transport/Kinshaw DAC ~ 2nd Hand (£1400)  £70 Krell KSA300s mint condition 2nd hand (£9500) £6250
Parasound DAC |1 600HD Ex-dem (£1449) - €999 Trilogy 948 stereo amplifier-50wpc mercury finish
r 2nd hand (£1695) £1020
Audio Note Quest monoblocks 300SE
Anal
Ehamde e 2nd hand/mint (£2750) £1650
Project 5 2nd hand £275 Gamma Aeons 211 SE monoblocks Ex-dem (£5000) £3500
Manticore Mantra / RB300 arm + mahogany finish Parasound HCA2200 stereo power amp-250wpc
Ind hand £400 Ex-dem (£1795) £1250
Cartridge Man's Grado - brand new special offer ~ (£528) £325 Monrio MC-250 Integrated-80wpc  Ex-dem (£1545) £1050
\ Gamma Rhythm 21| Integrated Ex-dem (£2500) £1750
. - .
Pre-amps .‘a.
1 Speakers
Graaf WFB Two Ex-dem £850
Gamma Era standard Ex-dem (£999) £699 Opera Callas | Ex-dem (£950)  £650
Art Audio VP-1 old style facia 2nd hand €400} " epoch V Ex-dem (£3500) £2100
Parasound PLD 2000-XLR in/outputs full remote control Impulse Lal Ex-dem (£1850) £1150
EXvGem (£1495) £105004" Ensemble Reference Silver 2nd hand/mint (£4500) £2750
Trilogy 904 phono-stage Ex-dem (£37

(In addition, we also have our usual large selection of
" equipment to choose from.

Further 10% re the month of August.

Demonstrations by appointment only 0171 380 0866 CAMDEN TOWN, NWI FAX:0171 383 5028 E.MAIL:101650,2424@compuserve.com

TECHNICS SP10 Mklil

® AS NEW, FULLY SERVICED & MODIFIED MOTOR UNITS
® SUPERBLY ENGINEERED
® UNCOMPROMISING SOUND QUALITY

CORIA N® PL IN TH DESIGNED TO EXTRACT

THE BEST PERFORMANCE FROM THE SP10 Mkl MOTOR UNIT

SP10 Mk2 FULLY SERVICED & MODIFIED, IN BLACK OR STANDARD
SILVER FINISH COMPLETE WITH 6 MONTHS WARRANTY  £548.40

CORIAN® PLINTH WITH HINGED LID £498.00

p STIRLING BROADCAST

CHARTER ALLEY, BASINGSTOKE, HANT. RG26 5PX
TEL: 01256 851001 FAX: 01256 851144

n SEPTEMBER 1997 HI-FI WORLD



SEISMIC ALERT
JBL has released a new five-strong range of 'speakers called the
SVA series. SVA stands for “Symmetrical Vertical Array” which
involves using a horn positioned between two bass drivers.
The horn has a 60degree by 40degree dispersion which JBL

claim minimises room reflections and therefore produces
more accurate imaging. The twin drivers used vary in size from
5 1/4in. in the £700 SVA1500 to 10in. in the £1250 SVA2100.
Choice of colour is limited to Henry Ford's favourite, black.

JBL

25 Heathfield,

Stacey Bushes,

Milton Keynes MK12 6HR
Tel: 01908 317707

REVALVE AND REVAMP

Audio Classics are re-launching their ‘Perfect Phzse’ rebuild
programme, designed to get the last ounce of pe~ormance
from the Leak TLI2 Plus and Stereo 20 power amplifiers.
Significant improvements in clarity, openness, speed and slam
are claimed. Selected high-grade components are used
throughout, including gold inputs and silver loucspeaker
terminals. All retuilt amplifiers are supplied with 2 new set of
premium walves znd a full twelve-menth wa-rancy. A small

quantity of ready rebuilt Stereo 20s is available. Audio Classics
charge £150 to rebuild a Stereo 20 and £165 for a pair of
TL12 Plus mcnoblocs.

Audio Classics

PO Box 67,

Wigan,

Greater Manchester
WN2 3AG

Tel: 01942 257525

Myavadb
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ARKIVING

YOUR LPS

Linn have just

announced a modified version of their flagship moving coil, the
Arkiv. This new version is claimed to track even better and
have a higher output than the original. The stylus assembly has
also been reworked using a revised stylus shape (now Line

Contact) and a very rigid boron cantilever. Curious
audiophiles can even take a peek into the Archiv's innards
thanks to the clear plastic windows on either side of the
generator. The price of Linn's best is £1200 exactly.

Linn Products
Floors Road,
Woaterfoot,
Glasgow G76 0EP
Tel: 0141 307 7777



Looks are deceiving. There's simply no mistaking the pure elegance on the outside, yet underneath all the beauty
lies an absolutely brutal beast - a no cost compromise powerhouse ! Listen once and you'll never turn back.
Please prepare yourself, as your views are about to be changed, once and for all.

Prime Design brings you the most seductively powerful sound. Hi-Fi, as you knew it will never be the same.
The A-100 can be Configured for Pre-Amp, Power Amp, A/V & 2 Line Outputs.

A-100 Integrated Amplifier

100

WPC

into 8 ochms

Features
¢ 100 WPC into 8 Ohms from 20-20,000 Hz
e 200 WPC into 4 Ohms from 20-20,000 Hz *
¢ 0.005 % Distortion at 1Khz
e 500W High Current Power Supply
e Full 6 Way Input/ Output Selection
* Configurations for Pre-Amp, Power Amp, A\V, 2 Line Outputs
e Full Efectrical & Electronic Protection
¢ Audiophile Grade Components, Gold Plated Isolation Feet
e Fully Symmetrical Design
¢ Optional Very High Quality Phono Stage Available £70

In order to accurately convey the music in a lucid flowing manner, the A-100 had to be designed with one goal in mind - that was to be the new benchmark at its
price. It needed to deliver a lot of power with absolute control, without lagging, complimented by ultra low distortion. To start with, it employs a massive power
supply with an enormous reserve. This allows the amplifier to deliver power with utter abandon, and a suitable heat sinking arrangement, facilitates increases in power
with respect to difficult speaker loads. This is all well and good, but you need an excellent pre-amp in order to maximise overall performance. The A-100 utilises a
specially designed Audiophile Pre-Amp. again with no expense spared. With the future in mind, you are able to use the amp in a number of ways, allowing you a
logical upgrade path limited only by your imagination. The results are truly breathtaking and spectacular, Hi-Fi as you knew it has just changed dramatically. Audition
the A-100 today and prepare yourself for the demo of a litetime. . . . ... ... Ther'll be no turning back !

into 4 ohms

* integrated programme material
R R P £650 A-100 Internal View From Above - Designed for Overkill
T Absolutely no expense spared, see what we mean !

If absolute overkill wasn't enough there's more.. .. .... e

150

WPC

into 8 ohms

s i hridged mode pkEase ensure
handle upto 450W

P-150 Stereo Power Amplifier

Features
* 150 WPC into 8 Ohms from 20-20,000 Hz
¢ 300 WPC into 4 Ohms from 20-20,000 Hz
¢ 0.005 % Distortion at 1Khz
« Bridging Produces 450 WPC into 8 Ohms
¢ 625W High Current Power Supply
e Truly Expandable Stages - Modular Approach
e Full Electrical & Electronic Protection
o Fully Symmetrical Design
» Audiophile Grade Components, Gold Plated Isolation Feet

WPC

into 4 ohms

R R P £650 P-150 Internal View From Above - Designed for Overkill
NI, Absolutely no expense spared - see what we mean !

The P-150 has been designed for the truly discerning audiaphile. It has a 625 watt power supply (with even grater reserves than the A-100). Double the output devices,
and a suitable heat sinking arrangement, allows a delivery of instantaneous power that will convince you forever. This gives rise to the next level of sonic improvement,
which can be achieved by using the A-100 as a pre-amplifier (or any other very high quality pre-amp), and connecting the P-150 Stereo power amplifier. Your system
will just sound better and better, as the equipment becomes transparent. Adding a second P-150 will allow Bi-amping your speakers, which will bring about a sonic
presentation to be believed. Questions about control, accuracy and impact seem to vanish, as you are totally absorbed in a new found level of musical reality. For the
ultimate audio experience on more elaborate systems, you can use the P-150 as a monoblock, and connect four/ six of them onto your speakers. There is simply no
substitute for raw power, which when utilised correctly, will produce a sonic presentation distinguished by exceptional transparency and grace, along with extraordinary
powerful deep bass and sparkling highs. Audition the P-150 today to change your views forever

E.&O.E.
Available from the following quality dealers now, or if you don't see a dealer in your area please call Prime Design for more details
Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi | Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi | Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi | Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi | Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi Basically Sound The Cardt Company Cleartone Empire Empire
Glasgow Edinburgh Newcastle Leeds Manchester Norwich, Norfolk London Botton Birmingham Bradford
Tel 0141 248 2857 | Tel 0131 220 0909 | Tel 0191 2303600 | Tel 0113 2827777 | Tel 0161 8321600 | Tel 01508 570829 | Tel 0181 906 2119 | Tel 01204 531 423 | Tel 0121 643 0972 Tel 01274 309 266
Empire Frank Harvey The Hi-Fi Company | The Hi-Fi Company Hi-Fl UK. The Hi-Fi Rooms Infidelity Jeffries Jeftries Jeftries
Leeds Coventry Peterborough Leami Spa Edinburgh Manchester Surrey Brighton Eastbourne Portsmouth |
Tel 0800 454 980 | Tel 01203 525 200 | Tel 01733 341 755 | Tel 01926 888 644 | Tel 0131 667 2877 | Tel 0161 832 0888 | Tel 0181 943 3530 | Tel 01273 609 431 | Tel 01323 731 336 Tel 01705 663 604 ‘
Manders Music Matters Music Matters Music Matters Northwood Hi-fi Paul Roberts Hi-Fi | Paul Roberts Hi-Fi Practical HEi-Fi | Practical HI-Fi Practical HI-Fi
Grimsby Birmingham Solihull Stourbridge Northwood Taunton Weston Super Mare Mmanchester { Preston Warrington
Tel 01472 351391 | Tel 0121 429 2811 | Tel 01217420254 | Tel 0138 444 184 | Tel 019923 820 877 | Tel 01823 270 000 | Tel 01934 620 500 | Tel 0161 839 8869 Tel 01772 883 958 Tel 01925 632 179
Practical Hi-Fi Practical Hi-Fi Practical Hi-Fi Practical Hi-Fi Richards Audio Rogers Hi-Fi Sound Academy The Sound Gallery Y'Audio Worthing Audio
Blackpool Lancaster Boiton Carlisle Bedford Guildford, Surrey Bloxwich, W/Mids High Wycombe Bristol Worthing
Tel 01253 300 599 | Tel 01524 39657 Tel 01204 395 789 | Tel 01228 44792 | Tel 01234 365 165 | Tel 01483 561 049 | Tel 01922 493 499 | Tel 01494 531 682 | Tel 0117 968 6005 Tel 01903 212 133
PRIME/\- Designed & PRIME DESIGN, Designed & PRIME/\-
m Manufactued by : UNITS 2/6, 170 DEANS LANE, EDGWARE, MIDDX, HA8 9NT. Manufactued by : m

There can be only one TEL 0181 906 0181 FAX 0181 959 5008 There con be only one

¢ DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME - CONTACT PRIME DESIGN 4,3 & . PRIME DESIGN IS AVAILABLE FROM ALL QUALITY HI-FI DEALERS NOW ¢
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INTEGRA

Jon Marks
referees as Prime
Design’s A100
slugs it out with
Audio Analogue’s
Puccini Special
Edition.

T he year was 1974 and the two
protagonists were Muhammad
Ali and George Foreman. The
event was one of the most explosive
boxing matches in history, which came
to be known as The Rumble in The
Jungle. Hi-fi might seem a world away
from a boxing ring but The Jungle is
Rumbling once again. This time the
arena is the highly competitive £500-
£1000 integrated amplifier market and
the competitors are the 50watt Audio
Analogue Puccini SE at £595 and the
|00watt Prime Design A100 at £650.

THE TECHNOLOGY

Al00

The A100, a |00watt Class A/B design,
possesses a traditional single-
transformer power supply - a very
sizeable 500VA toroidal. There are two
sets of reservoir caps (63V, 10,000uF
types from Rubycon) - four are
clustered near the mains transformer
and these supply power to the phono
stage (an optional extra at £70, factory
set to MM or MC) and line-level stages,
while four more caps mounted on the
main area of the PCB supply the output
stages. These consist of two pairs of

HI-FI WORLD

carefully matched transistors (25C2922
and 25A1216) mounted on hefty
heatsinks.

The A100 relies heavily on op amps.
| was told these are custom designed,
but they had D numbers which had
been blacked out. The plug-in phono
stage uses polystyrene caps in its EQ,
and amplification comes courtesy of
two more op amps. DC blocking
capacitors are only used on the line-
level inputs and the input to the power
amp section to minimise their effect on
sound quality.

Volume control is by an Alps Blue
pot. This and the source selector are
mounted on the front panel, not shaft
driven, so there are some fairly long
PCB paths for the signal to traverse.

THE TECHNOLOGY

PUCCINI SE

One thing that immediately caught my
eye when | took a look inside the
Puccini SE was the pair of hefty |50VA
toroidal mains transformers. Almost all
integrated amps run both channels from
one transformer and one set of
reservoir caps. The Puccini has separate
transformers and reservoir caps for

TION

each channel though. These caps are
Kendell 4700uF 50V types, with two
paralleled in each of the four power
rails. These caps aren’t made specially
for hi-fi use, but according to Audio
Analogue they sounded better than
many other types when used in power
supplies.

Op amp fans will be glad to hear the
Puccini SE uses op amps throughout,
apart from the eight TIP 142/147
Darlington transistors in the output
stage. The phono section uses the same
IC as QED’s Discsaver - the NE5532.
RIAA equalisation here is set by 1%
polystyrene caps and metal-film
resistors. Sensitivity is user switchable
between MM and MC by moving two
clearly marked jumpers in each channel.

Dealing with line level inputs is a
pair of Texas Instrument’s TLE2072s
(an IC with two TL072 low-noise, JFET-
input op amps on one chip). Finally,
lurking at the input of the power amp is
one NE5534 in each channel. Volume is
controlled by an Alps Blue pot, driven
by a long shaft from the front panel to
keep signal paths short. The input
selector switch is connected in the

same way.
SEPTEMBER (997 n
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SOUND QUALITY

A stern test of spaciousness and tonal
colour for any hi-fi equipment is Joni
Mitchell's Miles of Aisles album. The
A100 seemed to hit its stride pretty
quickly in the rhythm department,
leaving its musicality in little doubt.
Healthy bass drive lent a helping hand
here, as ‘You Turn Me On, I'm A Radio’
proved, although a rather amorphous
bass guitar on ‘Big Yellow Taxi’ showed
that definition in the lower registers
wasn't in the same league as power.
Still, the A100 kept a tight enough grip
on the music to preserve its funkiness,
even if it lacked the transparency and
tonal colour it had coming through
Roksan’s Caspian integrated.

The A100 was happier with Grace
Jones’s Slave To The Rhythm CD. Here,
the Prime Designs’ drive and the
album’s massive synthesiser bass lines
gelled to produce

SEPTEMBER 1997

an exciting rendition. Percussion was
crisp and powerful, taking up position at
the front of the sound stage, leaving
vocals further back in the mix than they
were on the Puccini SE and Caspian.

The A100 spread this CD’s
instruments across the front of the
Jamo Concert 8s in a sound stage that
had breadth up there with a lot of the
better £500-£700 integrateds.
However, in the tradition of many of
these amps, depth perspectives were
limited - here the Puccini SE pulled
ahead quite obviously. Also rearing its
head was noise, which was audible with
no music playing even when | was about
| Oft away.

On another HDCD encoded track,
Eric Bibb’s ‘Needed Time' from his
Spirit and The Blues album, the A|00
displayed the same character traits as
before, with adept handling of rhythm,

reasonable bass welly and a broad
sound stage countered by a lack of
detail in the bottom end along with
curtailed tonal colour and stage
depth next to the Audio Analogue.
The Puccini SE was smoother on
vocals and violins where the A 100
added some roughness.
Swapping the Jamos for our own
KLS3 Gold floor standers yielded a

smoother, more amenable overall

result, with vocals and violins

sounding more natural. But given
the fact that KLS3 goes about an
octave lower than the Concert 8s, |
was a bit disappointed the A 100
wasn'’t capitalising on this extra
bass reach - timpani weren't really
any more powerful or weighty than
on the Concert 8s.

Turning to the phonc stage, | found

the same greying of tonal colour and
lack of fine texture. This made John Lee
Hooker sound akin to a cardboard cut-
out on his Boom Boom album. Overall
detail was fine but the sound had the
same graininess as the line-level stage
and stereo depth was also lacking. The
phono stage basically has a very similar
character to the other inputs.

CONCLUSION

When it comes to character the Prime
Design A100 has a rather 1970s’ sound,
with warm, weighty but indefinite bass,
wide but shallow sound staging and
treble that lacks some tonal colour. You
might get |00watts for your money
with the A100, but the Puccini has a
more convincingly substantial and clear
sound and costs £50 less.

Prime Design
Units 2/6,

170 Deans Lane,
Edgware,

Middx. HA8 9NT
Tel: 0181 906 0181

WORLD VERDICT

A rather dated sound leaves the A100
outclassed by the best.

Measured Performance
see plo3

HI-FI WORLD



SOUND QUALITY

Switching to the Audio Analogue |
found lurking under the ltalian’s self-
effacing exterior a very different amp to
the A100. Actually, the Puccini SE is
very different to just about every sub-
£1000 integrated I've come across
before.

All hi-fi is really a set of
compromises dictated by budget
constraints. The trick is to balance
these compromises or to put them in
subjectively innocuous places so they
don’t ruin the final sonic outcome. The
Audio Analogue is the least
compromised integrated amp I've heard
at up to £1000. OK, good integrateds
and pre/power combos at two or three
times the Puccini’s cost have more
muscular bass, greater dynamic impact
and improved detail - this isn't the best
amp in the world bar none. But what it
does have which none of the

!
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competition do is a lucidity, a see-
through transparency combined with
control which makes its peers sound
quite boxy and forced.

Returning to Beethoven's symphony
Nol, | found confirmation of the caveat,
“Estimate ye not an amp’s bass depth
and slam from its power rating.” The
50watt Puccini SE made the A100 and
even Roksan’s 70watt Caspian sound
slightly fuzzy and lightweight in the bass.
This amp wove its spell in the same way
as Marantz's CD-63 mkll KI-S does,
drawing you in with an addictive mix of
fine tonal colour, delicacy, power and
involvement.

Revisiting Eric Bibb and ‘Needed
Time’, | found his voice completely free
from transistor grain, lyrics flowing
honey-smooth instead. Double-bass was
also better defined and went deeper
than it had done on the Prime Designs.
And where the A100 had sounded
recessed across the midrange and
forward in the treble, the Puccini SE
was crystal clear and even-handed
across the whole frequency range. This
ability meant the Audio Analogue had a
depth to its sound stage which leaves
other integrateds sounding flat. So
there’s no question this amp is a star

when it comes to acoustic music, but

could it cut the mustard with more

processed fare?

Yes, with knobs on. Grace Jones

funked out of the 'speakers with
great conviction. Percussion was as
crisp and powerful as I've ever heard it
through KLS3's highly revealing Gold
Dome piezo tweeter, with a transistor
amp in the driving seat. The Audio
Analogue was almost valve-like in its
freedom from hardness and spit.

Vinyl heads rejoice too, for there's a
Moving Magnet/Moving Coil phono
stage fitted as standard. Most amp
manufacturers these days fit a phono
stage as an after-thought. But with an
accomplished MM like Goldring’s 1042
or MC like Ortofon’s MC20 Supreme,
the Puccini SE's phono section is
capable of the same transparency as the
line-level inputs.

CONCLUSION

As Nakamichi are to cassette decks, so
Audio Analogue’s Puccini SE is to
integrated amps - it makes most
amplifier alternatives sound hard and
flat. One word of warning though. If you
partner the Puccini SE with a CD player
like Marantz’s CD-63 mkll KI-S or a
turntable like DNM’s rs| and 'speakers
of your choice, you can kiss your social
life good-bye - pulling yourself away will
be near impossible ®

Audio Analogue
(distributed by UKD)
23 Richings Way,
lver,

Bucks. SLO 9DA

Tel: 01753 652669

WORLD VERDICT

Excellent sound quality ensures the
Puccini SE outstrips the competition
at up to £1000.

Measured Performance

see pl03
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prophet. . . It wasn’t a case of simply

moving Tannoy's D900
loudspeakers; at 34kgs each, a couple of
well trained weightlifters could do that.
Not up four flights of narrow stairs and
a couple of sharp corners to the
Braithwaite eyrie, though. A large
ground-floor studio | had my eye on to
house them was constantly being filled
up with paintings the size of the average
living-room wall, and looked as though
it would not be free for months. So, for
once, instead of the 'speakers coming to
the reviewer, the reviewer decided to
g0 to the 'speakers.

These bulky but impressive affairs
(they are the flagship of the Definition
range and made a pair of the D300s
temporarily parked next to them look
like matchsticks) are a marriage of two
minds, and while exploring the Tannoy
factory in Glasgow | came across both.

Tannoy are not just domestic
'speaker manufacturers - they are
heavily into professional gear as well.
The Definition series has, to some
extent, been a cross-fertilisation of the
domestic and pro divisions and the
D900 is its culmination. Its two drivers,
in fact, are adaptations of a |2in. dual-
concentric and |2in. bass driver the pro
boys use. Abuse! The voice coil in its
professional guise is expected to heat
up to twice the temperature of boiling
water and not come to harm. | can
vouch for their toughness. One was run
after it had been taken apart once too
often and the cooling fluid had all leaked
out. It ran hot enough to melt solder,
but, fluid replaced, it was on the
receiving end of a lot of watts again
within a few minutes.

At the end of the last listening
session, that spell when you wind up
the volume control to | | saying, “We'll
just see how loud these can go” (the
answer was “very” in the D900s’ case),
a Tannoy person popped his head

I f the mountain won't come to the

Eric Braithwaite finds Tannoy’s huge D900s

round the door, grimaced, and backed
out hurriedly making ‘follow me’
gestures. “The pro boys are just about
to test a prototype PA ’speaker in the
car park,” he said. “Thought you might
be interested. Mind you, it might not
be as loud as that. . .”

The point was that this prototype
used not dissimilar drivers to the
D900, although it had three bass
drivers and one dual-concentric in an
interesting configuration I'm not
aliowed to describe. Nor can | write
about its primary purpose, except that,
like anything that is possibly going to
end up beaming a band at Glastonbury
to an audience of thousands, it had to
send a lot of sound a very long way - in
this instance, fed by a Marantz CD-63
mkll KI-Signature, from one end of the
Tannoy car-park to the other (the
length of a football pitch).

It's an odd sensation to hear the
same pure, clean, detailed treble quality
and midrange you've just been listening
to indoors outside at that distance, |
can tell you. And this thing still sounded
like a hi-fi; it would quite confound
most hi-fi buffs’ conception of pro
'speakers.

If it hadn’t been for the fact that the
school a quarter of a mile away
complained about the noise, we might
have been tempted to try the D900’s
car-park-filling abilities. On the other
hand, it saved me from one logistical
difficulty the pro designers at Tannoy
had that hi-fi reviewers don’t suffer -
the length of a football pitch is a long
way to have to walk to change a CD.

I'm on record as preferring no bass
to bad bass. It's in the bass that the
D900 lives up to its ‘Definition’ tag -
very deep, very strong, and with an
image to boot. Yes, | know theoretically
low bass is non-directional, but stereo
really does bring unexpected benefits in,
well, definition. And not only in the
quality of the bass, either. As anyone

-
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Personality

combine grace with power in an addictive mix.

more modern clothes and without its
colorations. It images as well as the best
of the electrostatics, with sometimes
astonishing depth and the studio-
monitor detail that makes the big B&Ws
recording studio favourites. If there’s

began and ended or, with eyes closed,
to gain any clue as to where either
'speaker really was. The shuffling and
glass-clinking of the crowd seemed to
fill all the available space, with each glass
or cup and saucer something a listener

who has used a well aligned REL
subwoofer, or preferably a pair,
should have heard, in some
strange way, with highly detailed
bass you seem to hear more
detailed, better-textured treble
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too. That made what is a
particularly fine tweeter in the
D900’s |2in. dual-concentric
quite spectacular. | have come
across the phenomenon of
hearing all three sides of a
triangle when it’s struck, but I've
never heard it located in the
sound stage with such absolute
precision.

Even better at the bass end
was that unmistakable resinous
thrum of strings on double-
basses, even in hefty orchestral
pieces, which is barely guessed at in
bookshelf 'speakers.

There’s a justifiable prejudice
against large 'speakers with big
drivers, dating from the days when
many could be distinctly sluggish and
arrhythmic. Not so the Tannoys.
When it came to Nick Cave and the
Bad Seeds’ ‘Frankie and Johnny’
mock bar-room ballad, the
acceleration towards the end was as
breathtaking as nailing a Ferrari's
accelerator to the floor. Nor are the
D900s lacking in dynamics, easily
capable of producing a realistic
orchestral scale in'the living room,
although, given the sound pressure
levels involved, this is really a case of
‘don’t try this at home’.

Yet they are just as at home with a
small-club atmosphere as with an
auditorium in Chicago. Realistic scale
and true dynamics apply as much to
small things as large. Listening to Pete
Seegar live was an object lesson in
the dual-concentric’s point-source
image precision and phase coherence.
It was quite impossible to make even
a guess at where the sound stage

HI-FI WORLD

could point at. Above all, a
frequent soft ‘thunk’
of a swing door

Tannoy use a [2in. version of their dual-
concentric driver in the D900.

had me turning my head in annoyance in
the full belief someone had come into
the listening room.

The imagery was at its best on
choral works, with the picture of the
BBC singers on the vocal version of
Bachianas Brasileiras extraordinarily
potent, and, again, life-size. Speaking of
which, there really is nothing quite
comparable to the pleasure of hearing a
grand piano being brought into total
submission by Barenboim at a position
roughly where the microphones were -
i.e., not very far away.

What Tannoy has concocted with
the D900 is a fascinating flagship which
is worth every single penny of its
£4000. It’s fairly efficient, though it has
to be said it prefers to be fed current,
so unlike the Westminster it is not
necessarily a partner for some valve
designs. It has the sheer scale and bass
strength of the Westminster, but in

one thing in the slightest bit wrong, it's
a slight but discernible thickening and
warmth around the lower crossover
point at 400Hz. To worry about that
you have to be very pernickety indeed
though.

Like them? Me? Course not. | hated
them. Not for what they did, not for
what they cost, but simply for the fact
that house-prices around here are
ridiculous and | just don't see how I'll
ever have a listening room the right size
for them. On second thoughts, could
you just slip this into Classifieds for me:
young(ish) male hi-fi reviewer, GSOH,
seeks female who likes music with large
living space, say 30ft by 20ft. Will bring
superb Tannoy 'speakers to enhance
long-term relationship
Tannoy D900 £3999.90
UK Sales: Marantz Hi-Fi
Kingsbridge House,

575-583 Bath Road,
Longfield,

Middx. UB7 OEH
Tel: 01753 680868

WORLD VERDICY 2000

£4000 may be a Jot to pay for = pair
of "speakers, but the Tantoys deliver
1o great sffect in all areas

SEPTEMI




i STAFF
WANTED =

A Career in Hi Fi?

Please write to the personnel

department at Sevenoaks Head

Office including a recent .
photograph and CV.

Vacancies available at several

locations.
At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you 28 SEVENOAKS HI Fl BRANCHES NATIONWIDE
will find a wide range of
products on show with the @ SEVENOAKS 01732 459555 @ GUILDFORD 01483 536666
emphasis on quality 109-113 London Road B oo 73b North Street
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.;:AE";‘:‘SSLE?_.LHB e ®0Id Sheffield Savings Bank,
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$Ea L CHELSEA 0171 352 9466
Sevenoaks Hi Fi @ e pad i 1D . =y @ TUNBRIDGE WELLS
there is no better @ CHELTENHAM 01242 241171 ‘ - 28-30 St Johns Road

24 Pittville Street

J ' . WATFORD OPEN SUNDAY
. CROYDON 0181 665 1203 e . 01923 213533

place to buy.

373 London Road =N _ ¢ 478 St Albans Road
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WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT ONE OF OUR 28 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE
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ARCAM

ACOUSTIC ENERGY

; * % ok ko

Award winning Loudspeakers

e e —

ARCAM

% % % Kk

Award winning Components

MUSICAL EXPRESSION PRODUCT SELECTION

AMPLIFIERS

Arcam Alpha 7

Arcam Alpha 8

Arcam Alpha 9

Arcam Alpha 8P Power
Arcam Alpha 9P Power
Audiolab 8000A

Audiolab 80005

Audiolab 8000P Power
Audiolab 8000M (each) Mono
Audinlab 8000PPA  Phono
Audiolab 8000C Pre
Audiolab 8000Q Pre

£ 249.95
£ 349.95
£ 499.95
£ 249.95
£ 399.95
£ 499.95
£ 699.95
£ 749.95
£799.95
£ 899.95
£ 549.95
£1099.95
£ 399.95
£ 599.95
Pre £ 649.95
Power £299.95
Power £ 499.95
Power Suppty £ 329.95

POA.
£ 229.95
£ 399.95

szr:uu PM66SE
Marantz PMé6 K Signature
Meridian 551
Meridian 501.2 Pre
Meridian 502 Pre
Meridian 556 Power
Meridian 557 Power
Meridian 505 (each) Mono
Micromega Minium
Pioneer A300R Precision
Quad 77 Ex Remote
Quad 77 Inc Remote
Power
Powaer
Quad 77 Inc Remote Pre
Roksan Caspian
Tatk Storm 2L
Talk Hurricane 3L Pre
Talk Tornado 2 Power
HOME CINEMA
A/Energy AEIO7C
Arcam Xeta Two
Arcam AVS0
B&w C100

£ 649.95
£ 899.95
£ 599.95

£ 149.95
£ 649.95
£ 699.95
£ 129.95
£ 149.95
Centre £229.95

Surround (Py] £129.95

Surround £ 399.95

Sub £ 349.95
Castle Keep Cenrre £24995
Cyrus AV Master Processor £ 699.95
Kef 208 Sub £ 349.95
Kef 308 Sub £ 499.95
Kef 605 Surscund (%r) £ 199.95
Kef 705 Surround (Pr) £ 299.95
Kef Q95C Certre £ 199.95
Kef 90 Centre £ 259.95
Kef 100 Centre £ 359.95

Centre
Processor
Amplifier
Cenere
Centre

WE LOOK FORWARD

SEVENOAKS 01732 459555

Meridian Stocked
Mission 75C (Blk) Cenn e
Polk C5250 Cenue
Polk M2 Surround (P
Polk RTFX Surround (P
Polk LSFX Surround (P
Polk RM5300 Package
Ruark Dialogue One Centre
Yamaha APD | Demodulator
Yamaha DDP2 AC3 Decoder
Yamaha D5SPE492 Processor
Yamaha DSPE1000  Processor
Yamaha D5PA492 Amp
Yamaha DSPAS92 Amp
Yamaha DSPAI0S2  Amp
Yamaha DSPA3090  Amp
Yamaha NSC60 Centre
Yamaha NSC 105 Centre
Yamaha N5SC 150 Centre
Yamaha NSE60) Surround (Pr]
Yamaha NSE 105 Surround
Yamaha YSTSVV40 ub
Yamaha YSTSW80  Sub
Yamaha YSTSW[50 Sub
SPEAKERS
Acoustic Energy AEI00 i
Acoustic Energy AEI09
Acoustic Energy AEI20
B&W DMé8 |
B&W DMé66H2
B&W DM603
B&W DM302
B&W DM305
B&W CDMI
B&W P4
B&W P5
Castle Isis
Castle Tay
Castle Severn
Castle Avon
Castle Harlean
Castle Howard |l
Epos ES|2
Epos E522

ef Reference
Kef QIS
Kef Q35
Kef QSS
Mission 751f
Mission 752f

Deluxe extra]
Deluxe extra)
Deluxe extra
Deluxe extra
Deluxe extra)
Deluxe extra

Deluxe extra
Deluxe extra
Mission 753f Deluxe extra
Mission 754f Detuxe extra
Monitor Audio Monitor | Blk
Monitor Aadio Monitor 2 Blk
Monitor Audio Monitor 3 Blk
Monitor Audic Monitor 4 Blk
Monitor Aadio 700PMC Blk

Monitor Audio 702PMC Blk £ 699.95

TO SEEING YOU AT
BURY ST EDMUNDS 01284 753776

ABERDEEN 01224 587070
BARROW-IN-FURNESS 01229 838757

CARLISLE (NEW) 01228 590775
CHELSEA 0171 352 9466

BEDFORD 01234 272779
BIRMINGHAM 0121 233 2977
BRIGHTON 01273 733338

CHELTENHAM 01242 241171 _

CROYDON, 0181 665 1203

ENFIELD 0181 342 1973

BRISTOL (AUGUST) 0117 929 7779

ESSEX 01376 501733

£ 799.95
£1399.95
£ 599.95
£ 999.95

Monitor Audio 703PMC
Monitor Audio 705PMC
Monitor Audio Studio 25E
Monitor Audio Studio 12
Monitor Audio Studio 20SE
Monitor Audio Studio 50
Monitor Audio Studio 60
Polk RT3

Polk RTS

Polk RT8

Quad 0L

Ruark icon

Ruark Templar Mkli
Ruark Sceptre

Ruark Talisman Il

Ruark Prologue One
Ruark Crusader I}
TURNTABLES
Michell Gyrodec/RB300
Project 0.

Project |

TUNERS

Arcam Alpha 7

Arcam Alpha 8

Audiolub 8000T

Cyrus FM7

Meridian 504

Micromega Minium

ua

CD PLAYERS
Arcam Alpha 7
Arcam Alpha 8
Arcam Alpha 9
Audiolab 8000 CD
Audiofab 8000 CDM-96
Audiolab 8000 DAC-96
Cyrus DAD3
Cyrus DAD3Q
Exposure CD
Maranz CD675E
Maranez CD$3Il KI Signature
Marantz CD 17 Kl Signature
Meridian 506 20 bit
Meridian 508 20 bit
Meridian 500 Transport
Meridian 566 DAC
Micromega Minium
Micromega Stage 4
Micromega Stage 5
Micromega Stage 6
Micromega Drive 3 Transport
Micromega DAC
Pioneer PDS505 Precision
Pioneer PDROS Recording CD

ad 77 Bus
Quad 77 Powered
Roksan Casplan £ 89495
Please telephone to verify price and avadability before travelling.
Offer valid until at least the end of August 1997 E&OE ©

£1599.95
£1020.95
£ 159.95
£199.95

£ 229.95

GUILDFORD 01483 536666
KINGSTON 0181 547 0717
LEE_(NEW) 0113 245 27 2775
LEICESTER 0116 255 7518

0% FINANCE

Spread the cost of buying
selected quality hi fi
separates and loudspeakers
with our 0% finance terms.
Up to 24 months interest
free.

Written details on request. 0% APR. Swijsct to status

OPTION |
A minimum balance of £400 after a 10%
deposit, followed by 6 equal monthly payments

Example. Cost: £1000 Deposit: £100, followed
by 6 equal Monthly Payments of: £150 4

OPTION 2 '
A minlmum balance of £400 after a 25%
deposit, followed by 9 equal monthiy payments.

OPTION 3
A mimimum balance of £400 after a 50%
deposit, followed by 12 equal monthly payments.

OPTION 4
A minimum balance of £1000 after 1 20%
deposit, followed by 18 equal monthly payments.

OPTION 5
A minimum balance of £2000 after a 20%
deposit, foliowed by 24 equal monthty payments.

Q% Finance not available on price match.

5DA AD s

THl ULTIMHTLIN ot WL PACT

BASE AT T

Mail Order 01732 458985 '

ONE OF OUR 28 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE

PETERBOROUGH (NEW) 01733 897697
READING 0118 959 7768

SHEFFIELD (SOON) 0114 255 5861

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 531543

MAIDSTONE 01622 686366
NORWICH 01603 767605
OXFORD 01865 241773 OPEN SUNDAY _

WATFORD 01923 213533 0PEN SUNDAY

WOOLWICH 0181 855 8016
WORCESTER 01905 612929



Douglas Floyd-Douglass finds Ken Ishiwata’s latest creation,

he moment you lift Marantz’s
I CD-17 Kl-Signature from the

box you can appreciate its clean
design and styling. The CD-17 KI-S is a
no-compromise, heavyweight music
machine that is dressed to kill - Mozart
in Moschino, Berlioz in Boss and Jean-
Michel Jarre in Jean-Paul Gaultier. A
tribute to its creator, the CD-17 KI-S is
the inimitable Ken Ishiwata personified.

With the original Special Editions,
Ken's brief was to make modifications
that would tweak and improve the
sound quality, but he says he was always
restricted by price point objectives.
With the K|-Signature series, however,
Ken has virtual design autonomy, and an
almost unlimited budget; his sensibility
and understanding of the people he is
building for dictate how far he will go
with product development.

Marantz have taken the original
CD-17 and in the true spirit of ‘line
extension’ (marketing jargon for giving a
product an extended shelf-life) have
made it so much better that it is, in all
respects, a different machine. But please
take note: the CD-17 KI-S is not a
turbo-charged version of the standard
CD-17. Rather it builds on the strengths
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of the CD-17, like the servo and
transport, and uses these as the
foundation for a super CD player.

Ken's unending quest is to ‘valve’ hi-
fi, and the CD-17 KI-S achieves this
objective effortlessly thanks to Ken’s
mods. The analogue output stage
(consisting of Marantz’s new Gold-
plated Hyper Dynamic Amp Modules,
which use selected discrete surface-
mount components instead of op amps)
is the final step in a complex series of
upgrades, including component and
chassis mods, acoustic damping and
resonance elimination.

Adding to the list of internal changes
are a new UK designed toroidal
transformer, uprated end, side and rear
panels, internal screening of analogue,
digital, control and power supply blocks
with Copper shields and an OFC mains
lead. And as if all this wasn’t enough,
Marantz kindly run the machine in for
48 hours before use. Well!

As is presently a habit, | started off
listening with Alannis Morissette’s
Jagged Little Pill disc, which usually belts
out with high frequency vigour. On
lesser CD players, the resulting square
wave can scythe through your ears like

a Spice Girls’ flat note. With the CD-17
KI-S, at last we have a machine that can
tame the treble. Gone is the digitised
squeakiness in the recording of Ms.
Morissette’s (otherwise fabulous) voice,
and the pleasing result is that the whole
mix becomes better balanced.

Bass was exceptionally good, and
quite unlike that of other players. It
reminded me of the equally distinctive
and massive low-down power of the
Focusrite 5 power amp - and what a
terrific combination that would make!

Juluka, the fantastically powerful and
rhythm infected African Trad/Rock band
have put out some great AAD
recordings. ‘Scatterlings Of Africa’ in
particular delivered bass that was solid
in attack and had a real resonance in the
decay. Vocals were slightly recessed and
less artificially forward than they usually
are in this recording. The whole sound
was lush and natural. The CD-17 KI-S
has got to be the cheapest ticket to the
Zulu homeland of Natal that | know of.

Ken Ishiwata talks about hi-fi
“moving you”; | was transported by a
whole continent. The music is so
enveloping that it awakens all your
senses, not just your hearing - you can

HI-FI WORLD
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the CD-17 Kl-Signature, well worth its £1300 price tag.

almost taste the coastal air and feel the
intoxicating rhythm of tribal dancers.
This is what real hi-fi is all about, this is
the soul-moving experience that does
not come free with one-box midi
systems.

Maintaining an African theme, Latin
Quarter’s ‘Radio Africa’ sent a smooth,
warbling fretless bass way down low. It
was almost like turntable rumble
revisited in the digital domain, with real,
rich bass that maintained perfect
control. The accompanying lead
vocal was placed centre and
forward of a backing female
chorus that was well spread in a
deep and focused sound stage.
Vocals on the CD- 7 KI-S were
softer than on, say, the
Trichord Genesis or Marantz's
own CD-63SE, where the bass was also
drier.

Paul Simon’s ‘Diamonds On The
Soles Of Her Shoes’ showed some
evidence of high-frequency roll-off,
which made the introduction sound
fabulous. When the instruments joined
in though, the singers’ annunciation
sounded slightly soft through my valve
system. If you really want to blow your
mind and your loudspeakers, try
‘Wombo Lombo’ by Angelique Kidjo
and rattle your window frames at 25Hz
with the heavily mic'd and digitised
double-bass sample which cranks out
serious bottom end.

Working into a valve pre and power
combo, the Marantz can take
smoothness a little too far. Billy Idol’s
brilliant Rock recordings sounded
rather inoffensive considering the
aggressive vocal punch of this ex-
Generation Xer, turning the blonde
Punk into a graceful choir boy. Again,
high-frequency roll-off, especially
noticeable on drums and cymbals,

HI-FI WORLD

effected the music’s overall attack and
liveliness. Switching to transistor
amplification helped restore the music’s
raw edge. And the KI-S did an excellent
job with guitar regardless of amplifier
type, as confirmed by Stevie Ray
Vaughn's super-Strat which produced
one of the most convincing digitally
recorded guitar sounds | have ever
come across.

Knowing that this player has a
particularly warm and valve-like sound, |

“Ken Ishiwata talks about hi-fi

“moving you”; I was transported

by a whole continent.”

anticipated good results with Classical
music. In Puccini’s La Boheme, ‘O Soave
Fanciulla’, the vocal was remarkably
smooth even in duet where so often
harshness pervades. Operatically, the
CD-17 KI-S is involving and highly
enjoyable.

The acoustic around a recording of
Haydn’s symphony No90 was
authentically captured. This, along with
subtle, low-level dynamics, added a
transparent depth to the sound stage.
Bach'’s Toccata and Fugue in D minor
demonstrated once more a bass
powerful enough to fill an aircraft
hangar without sounding bloated or
fuzzy. Few CD players are capable of
such an excellent job on organ music.
This is one of the real tests of
equipment performance, as the organ
has the widest dynamic range of all
instruments.

Solo piano works by Chopin and
Liszt sounded absolutely natural. The
valve-type sound can make piano

recordings some of the most enjoyable
to listen to, in contrast to the
sometimes painful, brittle renditions of
inferior systems.

What really got me about this
player is that it performs the basics so
well that all you are left with is music.
There are no snags, quirks or
irregularities - Ken has succeeded in
raising a fine CD player to the status of
a superstar. Listening to the CD-17
K|-Signature was one of my most
memorable musical
encounters, ranking alongside
the Berlin Philharmonic
performing Beethoven and the
single-note intro to ‘Shine On
You Crazy Diamond’ at a live
performance in New Jersey’s
enormous Nassau Coliseum. A
true audiophile is as fanatically obsessed
with music as with real hi-fi, and the
CD-17 KI-Signature is one of those rare
components where the two are brought
together.

Marantz CD- 17 Kl-Signature £1299.90

Marantz Hi-Fi
Padbury Oaks,
575-583 Bath Road,
Longfield,

Middx. UB7 0EH
Tel: 01753 680868

WORLD VERDICT [ 0 O

The CD-17 KI-S has a valve-like
smoothness and transparency which
work well with good transistor amps.

Measured Performance

see pl03
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PHILIPS

LAUNUCH

RE-WRITABLE
< _ D&

most significant product launches of

1997 - as much for the politics as
for the product - Philips have
announced the imminent release of re-
recordable CD. This is not CD-R
which can be written just once; it is
the final stage of a logical path
culminating in a CD that can be
recorded as many times as a user
wishes. So CD can at last replace tape
systems. The price will be affordable
straight away - just under £600 for a
recorder, £22 for discs, but the disc
price is likely to fall quickly.

With no exaggeration, Philips
describe the ability to record CDs at
home “something of a Holy Grail
among consumers”. Too true.
Consumers lack a modern recording

I n what is likely to be one of the

HI-FI WORLD

system, having rejected tape based
DCC, and appear unwilling to invest in
yet another medium, like MD. Only re-
recordable CD fulfils most criteria for
acceptance,

There are some small snags
however. Although Philips proudly
declare that there is an “installed base
of 500million CD audio players world-
wide”, CD-RWs will not be compatible
with any of them. A CD-RW recorded
at home will not transfer to today’s car
and portable CD players. The
obtainable contrast ratio of the
crystalline layer used in the discs is
poorer than that offered by the
mechanical pits of conventional CDs,
so players must have uprated
sensitivity to handle CD-RWs, These
new generation players will be called

‘Multiread’. " All major vendors are
introducing this feature” we are told
and from 1998 Philips say all their CD
players will be compatible with
CD-RW discs, Conventional CDs will
play on CD-RW recorders though, so
CD collections will be unaffected. DVD
players will also play CD-RWs we are
told.

CD-RW discs will store a full
650Mb of information, just like a
conventional CD. Recordings can be
overwritten directly and more than
1000 times, we are told. Philips say the
discs “utilise an exceptionally stable
recording material designed to allow
numerous rewrites and long archival
life”. Ricoh recorders and discs are
already being advertised in computer
magazines, for CD-ROM use.

SEPTEMBER 1997 H



Genfalr®

CD-RW - THE POLITICS

The sudden announcement of CD-
ReWritable as an affordably priced
consumer product comes as a surprise.
It has been a well kept secret by Philips
- and considering the ramifications it is
probably just as well.
The demise of
Philips’ DCC (Digital
Compact Cassette)
tape system left the
market free for Sony’s
rival MiniDisc. For
Sony this must have
seemed like a miracle:
the world-wide tape
market is worth a
fortune. It has been
Philips’ proud boast
that the analogue
cassette (officially
known as the
Compact Cassette) is
the world’s second
most popular
domestic electrical
item, behind the light
bulb - and they
introduced it back in
1963. This then
looked like the estate
MD was about to
inherit and Sony,
Kenwood and many
other Japanese
manufacturers have
been preening MD to
assume such a role.
Who knows what
could have happened?
Would the
marketplace, forced
to take up MD for
recording purposes,
have found it
preferable to CD? After
all, it is smaller, more
robust and able to
record. The release of CD-RW must
surely scotch that possible outcome.
Back in the Eighties Philips were
talking about the logical progression of
CD: it was to be given the ability to
record once only, as CD-R, then to
record any number of times as erasable
CD, or CD-E. Suddenly, Philips fell
silent about CD-E. All discussion about

CD’s future ceased in fact, and audio
CD-R recorders, when finally
introduced, were priced out of the
reach of consumers.

Faced by a powerful and assertive
music industry, Philips top management
decided CD-E was too hot a potato to

IFPI, did not want was any means by
which consumers could copy music
digitally. Philips were forced to take
note; any hardware seen to promote
very high quality copying, notably CD-E,
was shelved.

Meanwhile,

(DR™ STORAGE

Designed By Phillips
Now comes of age as
true mass storoge medio

other commercial
forces have been
gathering
momentum. At the
start of the Eighties,
CD was launched as
a music carrier. By
the end of the

Eighties it was being
seen as a good way
to store computer
programmes. Now,
the CD-ROM (Read
Only Memory) has
become to
computers what the
CD is to music - a
universal carrier.
And computers are
big business.

Unhampered by
an interventionist
body like the IFPI,

and relatively
uncaring about
standardisation too,
the computer

business has grabbed
CD-E technology
from the audio

industry and run
with it. Today
computers have

Philips are active selling high capacity optical recording media to the computer
business, where the 650Mb offered by recordable CD has long been surpassed.

Source: MacSupplies, 0181 991 5002

bear consideration. For as the
company's share of the audio hardware
business declined in volume and
collapsed in profitability, being
transferred from Holland to Singapore a
few years ago, Polygram - Philips’ all-
powerful music business - was
prospering like never before. And one
thing the music business, lead by the

available a

bewildering array of

magnetic and optical

discs onto which

they can record -
and Philips are right in
there profiting from
their experience
developing CD-E.

They offer a range of magneto-
optical discs, protected by caddies, from
128Mb up to a massive 2.6Gb, priced
from £6 to £40 (approximately,
according to discount). Such has been
the speed of development in computers
that audio CDs, which hold 650Mb,
have already been overtaken in storage



capacity by these
erasable, recordable
computer discs. So
Philips have not only
stayed with this
technology, they have
benefited from it too,
becoming aware of the
level of growth and
profitability it offers.

In this overview of
Philips and the audio
CD, shaped by
powerful commercial
forces, we should also
consider Philips
Semiconductors.
Whilst Polygram, the
music arm of Philips,
recently reported little
growth in sales, Philips
Semiconductors has
been forging ahead. It
too has seen the

seemingly unlimited commercial
potential of computers and is active in
the field. The launch of CD-RW can
only serve to increase its participation

in audio as well as
computers, where
ReWritable CD is
also a new
phenomenon.

So Philips’
announcement of
CD-RW s a
bombshell, affecting
the future of both
the computer
business and the
audio business. It will
strengthen their
presence in both.
And as computers
get rapidly more
powerful they are
increasingly able to
process digital audio
with little difficulty,
bringing the two
technologies
together. This,
however, cuts the
music business adrift
in terms of its
influence upon either.

Philips’ press

can re-record
your CD’s over
and over again!

New 4 speed writer!

o Fast, reficble and simple to use

@ Ro-record’s (D’s hindreds of times over

o All leods, cobles & coddy supplies
o Comes with burm softworeas standerd

CALL US NOW FOR FULL DETAILS

Media from only

F580 £29 .95

TEEEEEEEEERER R R R R A A A AN "

Rewritable CD appeared In the computer press before Philips’ announcement

of CD-RW. The computer business will likely decide its fate too.
Source: MacSupplies, 0181 991 5002

release acknowledges its concerns by
devoting an early paragraph to the

presence of Serial Copy Management
System (SCMS) which prevents copies

eyt

being made of copies. But,
Hi-Fi World was told by a
spokesman, in future the
music business will have to
control copyright
problems by means other
than the direct restriction
of trade in other
industries. In truth most of
the IFPI’s activities do now
relate to combating large
scale commercial
bootlegging, rather than
individuals copying at
home, so the accent of
their protest has changed.
Yet their venom remains:
“We may dismiss as
‘nerds’ people who play
CDs on their computers,
but we cannot ignore the
things they can do with the
recording industry’s
products”, said Paul Jessop,

IFPI Director of Technology. It is in the
face of this sort of view from the
powerful music business that CD-RW
has been launched.

CD-REWRITABLE DRIVES

Re-create CD’s as often as you need

< L\)'.?-:N -

Standard writer

1B

e

and! sl $peed road N
date with tre ever
perirmace -

The new range wilt aliow you 1 re-record to the same CO-AW
& often &8 "equired, &8 well @8 ghang Support for Al o
D-A meda and Orange Dock standards (Ipwaros
OMBEULIty wih e e OVD STancans @ alss 3 by
if e weiter In ad0ition, the new mange of Ricon CD-A
drives yelds cew upesd benefits. Bllsrg 3 Jus sOmed w

AN Whch will kg you
TRasng demanas for sysiam

»
VECHIENY SR TOMWENG COMpEs

A Ricoh CD-ROM drive with CD-RW discs appeared before Philips’ announcement of

900l 1or BTyOne who has an exisiing C

“INTERNAL DRIVE BUNDLE

low as

£329

The drive is supplied with | drive, 1 SCSI card,
1 mwritatie CO and & standard COu

Philips have taken
the bit between their
teeth with the launch
CD-RW. But
whether they had
any alternative is
open to question.
The rapid onward
march of both
computers and the
Internet would,
within no more than
a year or so, have
left them trailing
badly in what is likely
to be the
overwhelming and
all-embracing
technology of
tomorrow, for

e [Tocie | Gucngton ) recordable DVD is
oy . AL . . MENE. . around a year away.
W0 | Samtard Cowriter mtems 00 X .
SISO | Shandard 03 D ] With claimed storage
SERIRE | SO TR R B capacities of up to
GUIS0NE | AeWrdatee LD ey ne.
[ ocmel | Reivitstic Orive Busdh T 18Gbs, x27 greater

an audio player - and at a much lower price. Howaever, to write audio special
computer software is needed.
Source: HCS Global Industrial, 01475 500014

than CD, either
Philips lauched
CD-RW now - or
never @
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A SYMBOL OF PRECISION

“THE MOST DESIRABLE DECK BELOW £1500”
Ken Kessler - Hi-Fi News & Record Review August ‘94
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jeview

ince hi-fi times
almost immemorial,
decent off-board phono

stages have been the exclusive
preserve of the high-end, with many
examples costing more than a top
turntable in its own right. This year
though, we've seen a few which don't
actually require hitting the jackpot on
lottery roll-over week to buy. Two of
these come from Densen and LFD.
Pitched at the affordable end of
audiophilia, the £350 DP Drive/DP-02
and £299 Mistral are welcome additions
to any vinyl lover’s demo list.

THE TECHNOLOGY
DENSEN DP DRIVE/DP-02
An elegant example of Danish industrial
design, the Densen consists of the DP
Drive docking station (which contains
the power supply and input and output
connectors) into which the DP-01 MM
or DP-02 MC boards fit. It’s beautifully
finished and styled in the best tradition
of Scandinavian audio electronics, but
don't think it’s just a pretty face - the
quality is as high inside as it is outside.
Indeed it’s caused quite a stir
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= EQUALISERS

Nick Tate gets into the vinyl groove with
LFD’s Mistral and Densen’s DP
Drive/DP-02 phono stages.

there’s no
electrical noise in light.
As for the plug-in MC phono
board, designer Thomas Sillesen claims
no local or global feedback is used, and
says that all the components have been
carefully selected, including the six
discrete surface mount transistors and
Roederstein metal film resistors and
capacitors. A neat design, to
be sure.

amongst hi-fi's
chattering classes
thanks to its novel
power supply arrangement.
Power from the small off-board
transformer runs through the
customary rectifiers
and reservoir caps
before being
converted into
light and then
back to DC.
Densen
accomplish
this last part
with two light
bulbs powering six photo-
electric cells whose output feeds
the delicate phono circuitry.

This is said to give complete
immunity to mains noise, because

HI-FI WORLD



THE TECHNOLOGY

LFD MISTRAL

Fetchingly finished in Stainless Steel with
Gold detailing, Essex-based LFD’s latest
product looks like a slice of the high life.
A true minimalist affair, the Mistral’s
lack of an on/off switch will warm the
heart of every ageing Flat Earther. But it
does mean switching between Moving
Magnet and Moving Coil cartridges isn't
possible - the Mistral is factory set for
MM or MC.

While the Mistral may use a
conventional op-amp circuit, designer
Dr Richard Bews says fine tuning has
earned the Mistral its audiophile
credentials. Inside the solid casework
you'll find selected Texas Instruments
5534 ICs and a healthy sprinkling of
Wima polycarbonate capacitors and
Roederstein and Beyschlag resistors. Ar
expensive tantalum film input loading
resistor is used, along with star earthing
and substantial looking PC-OCC wiring.

SOUND QUALITY

The phono stages were hooked up to a
Michell Orbe/SME V/Ortofon MC15 S2
set-up. Both benefited from the MCI5’s
high eutput (0.35mV), but | fear the
Mistral would struggle with less.

First on was the Densen, which
proved impressively quiet and hiss-free
even at high volumes. Cueing up
Corduroy’s ‘Evolver’ it proved an
accompl.shed performer, delivering a
kind of Michell Iso-like clarity. Although
a pretty up-front sounding device, it
never lapsed into brightness or

HI-FI WORLD

hardness. Vocals were clean, rhythm
guitar sharply etched, bass tight and
punchy and drums nicely crisp.

Switching to the Mistral, gain was
lower and hiss higher, but this wasn’t
really intrusive. What was obvious was
the dramatic change in tone, which was
sweeter than the Densen, although a
I.1dB lifc at 20kHz was adding some
sparkle to the sound.

The Mistral’s sound staging was
quite different from the Densen’s,
images stretching from far behind the
'speakers to just in front of them. As
the song’s chorus kicked in, the Densen
seemed more detailed, with low-level
production effects effortlessly conveyed.
But in truth, the Mistral was just as
detailed and more subtle.

Moving to Beatmasters’ ‘Rok da
House’, the Densen’s demeanour shone
through. All was clean, tidy, controlled
and refined. Bass was super fast and
tonally quite lean, while those Roland
808 hi-hats sparkled pleasingly. Timing
was good too, with a Michell Gyrodec-
style ‘mechanical precision’ to rhythms.

The Mistral worked in a more Linn
LP12-style, its subtle sense of timing
capturing the drum machine’s tendency
to wobble around the beat rather than
stay exactly on it. Meanwhile, bass lines
weren't just bigger but also more fluid
and musical.

Underworld’s ‘m.e.’ was the
clincher, the Mistral altogether more in
control. In the way a big V8 car engine
never gets flustered, the Mistral handled
dynamic crescendos with ease. The
Densen was more like
a tuned-up street

racer - very zesty
and loads of fun but
slightly out of its depth
when real grip was
needed. This was most
obvious with the

subtle drum patterns at the back of the
mix where the Densen played each beat
at the same volume and the LFD made
it known that the first had an accent on
it.

Although the Densen’s an
accomplished product, the Mistral wins
it for me thanks to that beautifully rich
tone and fluid musicality. With its clean,
open sound the Densen’s far better
than many more expensive designs, and
should work well with low output MCs,
especially bassy ones. But if you've got a
highish output, neutral sounding
cartridge and want a taste of the high-
end, buy the Mistral - it's a gem ®

Densen DP Drive/DP-02
LFD Mistral

£350
£299

Densen Audio Technologies
Randersvej 28,

6700 Esbjerg,

Denmark

Tel: 01582 561227

(Calls charged at local UK rates)

LFD Audio

7 Lancaster Gardens West,
Clacton-on-Sea,

Essex COI5 3PZ

Tel: 01255 422533 .

WORLD VERMOCT

DENSEN DP DRIVE/DP-02
A beautfully made. fire so inding

dewvice and looks great too

LFD MISTRAL
The most
phono stage around -

audicphile bargain.

Measured Performance

see plo3
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Offer starts on

Musical Images’
Club Members

for

Get down to Musical Images and
bask in the warmth of hundreds of
genuine price reductions!

Authorised dealer for over

100 leading manufacturers

Acoustic Energy
Biws

emist

Alphason
Apolio

~ Arsam
Atacama
ATC
Audia Alchemy
Audiogquest
Aura
AVI
B& W
Barco Projectors
Beyer Dynamic
Bose
Boston
Cabietatk
Canon
Carver
Castle
Celestion
Cerwin Vega
Chord
Citation
Cyrus
Dali
Defimitive
Denon
DPA
EPOS
Exposure
GLL
Goldring
Grundig
Harbeth
Harman Kardon
Heybrook
Infinity
Jamo
JBL
Jve
KEF
Kenwood
Lexicon
Linn
Loewe
M&K
Marantz
Meridian
Michell
Micromega
Mission
MIT
Mitsubishi

Monitor Audio
Mordaunt-Short
Musical Fidelity
NAD

Nakamichi
Naim

NHT

Onkyo

Ortofon

Orelle
Panasonic
Philips

Pink Triangle
Pioneer

Polk

Proac

Project Turntables
QaED

Quad
Quadraspire
RCF Projectors
REL

Rogers

Roksan

Rotel

Royd

Ruark

Samsung
Seleco Projectors
Sennheiser
Sharp

Shure

SME

Sony
Soundstyle
Spender

Stands Unigue
Sumo
Systemdek
Tannoy Prestige
Target

TDL

TEAC

Technics
Thorens
Toshiba
Trichord

Tube Technology
Van den Hul
Wadia
Whartedate
XLO

XTC

Yamaha

and Many More

*Closed Sundays during August. Not valid with, anyathertpremotions or offers and whilst stocks last. E&OE

From 26th July - 30th August
we’re going slightly mad,
offering a selection from our vast
range of leading Audio Visual
and Hifi equipment at prices that
will keep you warm all winter.

With up to 50% off the prices
of ex demo and display models,
4 stores within the M25 and
12 luxurious demonstration
suites, insanity is just 'round
the corner at Musical Images.

A v

The Powerhouse of Choice
f email: sales@musical images.co.uk

18 Monmouth Street, Covent Garden,
London WC2H 9HB

Tel: 0171 497 1346

126 High Street,Beckenham,
Kent BR3 1ED

Tel: 0181 663 3777

45 High Street,Hounslow,
Middlesex TW3 1RH

Tel: 0181 569 5802

173 Station Road,E dgware,
Middlesex HAS 7JX

Tel: 0181 952 5535
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GATEWAY

TO THE ETHER

Noel Keywood and Ketan Bharadia hook up GT Audio’s Gate stereo

decoder for the Leak Troughline tuner.

here's nothing quite like the
I sound of a Leak Troughline ali-

valve tuner - it is deliciously
open and spacious. The Leak uses a
simple yet =ffective circuit, but being a
1961 design it can reproduce only
mono, unless an external stereo
decoder is hooked up to the MPX
output. The later silver-fronted version
came with a solid-state decoder that
gives reasonable results - a vague form
of stereo. Many attempts have been
made to improve its sound.

Most modern decoders for the
Troughline - and the Quad FMI if it
comes to that - are built around the
popular Motorola MCP1310 decoder
chip. One interesting and imaginative

alternative is the

ingenious decoder from Tim de
Paravicini that uses a valve mono
channel and a 1310 to construct the
stereo ‘difference’ channel; availability is
sporadic however. Now Graham
Tricker of GT Audio has built a
decoder around Philips' TDA7040T, a
highly integrated chip with few external
components and no user adjustments. It
is available as a module for installation
inside the Troughline in two forms,
Standard (£175) and Audiophile (£275),
with high quality components. Fitting
costs another £25. The same modules
are also available as stand-alone
external decoders at a cost of £235 and
£335 respectively. And if you're a dab
hand with a soldering iron, the kit
version will set you back £175.

Called the Gate stereo decoder, this

new accessory for the
Troughline (and most other valve
tuners) is a relatively sophisticated
package. It has a smooth stereo-to-
mono blend function that keeps hiss at
bay with weak signals, the tuner
reverting slowly to mono. This puts the
Troughline on a par with the Linn
Kremlin and Naim NAT Ol (ahem!) in
terms of slickness.

The block diagram shows the
presence of a pilot-tone phase detector,
which eliminates the need for fine
adjustment to optimise stereo
separation and distortion. Philips also
include interference suppression, mainly
to reduce AM noise for in-car usage,
and an input filter to eliminate
unwanted rubbish above 70kHz. Again,
this relates more to car use where low
signal strength and car ignition
interference go hand-in-hand.

The Troughline is insensitive but, as



VIBRATION CONTROL
PLATFORMS AND THE
MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM

~, MUCH MORE THAN JUST A
STAND!

As a piece of functional furniture the BASE
Racks and platforms together are a work of

art - Dave Wiley, Audinphile Magazme y pe rfO ‘mance
It's refreshing to find a complete 1soiation J : aCOUStlc platforms
system that values aesthetics as highly as it . ' from NO Name Acousti cs

does sonic benefits -

Mr P M RodweB, Cornwail.

Thanks!! The improvement is

astonishing and after hearing and

try:ng other aucio stands, the performance of

s’:ﬁfs'lsa;‘;‘:s"gdzsgine . 4l i Using up to five vibration' dampening technelagics includina SoundByte '
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The Audiophile support brings the sound | hear vibration and render dramatic souad improvemeérts.

at horne one step closer to the sounds we e : - .
create in the concert hall. Bravo”. 2 Platforms are styled with simple'smootk lines and finished in

Murphy . one of four colours to complement hi-ficomponents and the
(Classical Musician) home environment. {other colours optionallyavailabie)

For the seripus autiophile, the search for equipment Supparts
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effectiveness! Forsugh people their questishow over.

Presty they may be, -but for peak
performance they're better “than

OUTSTANDING - Superb wncat Build and finish, and pracing your equipment on sofid rock.

Soumd, something we'd use ourselves. it Younds great 1oo. &Y Telephone (0171) 288 1966

" e-mail nna@azomic-design.com
For more details www.atomic-design.com/noname
and a product J

Audiophile Furniture Ltd portfolio please
oo, Audiofpfflescontact
Bt Gl Tel:01342 826262 |
RH18 5SE. Fax:01342 824845

No Name Acoustics /<, :/
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MC 30

Sypreme

01753-3879749

DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITED
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The Audiophile version of the
Gate uses large, black M-Caps
and =maller, purp!e Panasonic
Os-Cons.

a super-quality tuner, should be used
operating in or close to full quieting.
That means feeding it at least 2mV of
aerial signal, only available from a good
roof-top array in most locations. Such
conditions will tend to eliminate AM
noise and also put the Troughline into
full limiting, again ensuring only FM gets
through.

What Philips’ TDA7040T chip lacks
is suppression of 19kHz and 38kHz
multiplex tones. The usual way of
achieving this is to place a Toko MPX
notch filter or similar on the output.
The Gate uses a simple first-order low-
pass filter built into its emitter follower
output line driver. A filter with suck a
low rate of roll-off cannot introduce
useful attenuation at 19kHz whilst
preserving response flatness to | 5kHz
or so, the usual upper audio limit on
VHF/FM. My tests showed the filter
achieved little at 19kHz, but it does help
suppress sub-carrier an octave above, at
38kHz. Graham Tricker said he felt that
this filter effected sound quality less
than the usual notch filter.

Measurement also showed the Gate
was a little hissy and since the level of
hiss remaired steady even with strong
(10mV-10CmV) mono or stereo test
signals | suspect its audio output stage
was responsible. A Troughline is every
bit as quiet as the best modern tuners,
if given enough signal, so this was not
especially in keeping with its strengths.
However, at -63dB hiss was still low
enough to be imperceptible when
listening to most broadcasts, because
silences are taboo on radio. Only Radio
3 listeners are allowed to ‘suffer' a
silence. during which hiss from this

decoder may be heard,
SO it is again not a big
issue in practice. It's best
to bear in mind that the
Troughline’s audio
signature is so unique it
will eclipse this sort of
thing. Only listening tests
can tell just how much or
little the Gate will effect
the Troughline’s sound.
At the end of the day it
offers a good set of
results and delivers 28dB
of stereo channel
separation from this venerable tuner.

SOUND QUALITY

The Leak Troughline tuner is a member
of that select band of products which
includes the likes of the Garrard
301/401 turntables and Quad ELS 57
'speakers, all of which can justifiably be
called classics. What the Leak shares
with these products is excellent build,
elegant engineering and top notch
sound quality.

Our new Troughline came fitted
with a Gate Audiophile stereo decoder
(which uses special M-Cap film-and-foil
polypropylene coupling caps and
Panasonic Os-Con PSU caps) and was
immaculately preserved. It was
connected to a high-quality aerial feed
(which is essential if the tuner is to
perform at its best) and slotted into our
reference system alongside the Audio
Analogue Puccini SE amp and Jamo
Concert 8 stand mounters.

L stening began with Radio 2 and a
news broadcast, always a good test as
voices are difficult for any piece of hi-fi
to reproduce convincingly. The Gate
equipped Troughline did a fine job here,
the newscaster sounding natural and
unprocessed. Better than that though,
his voice had great presence and body.
A slight drawback was that, even with a
strong signal, there was a small amount
of background hiss audible.

Next item on the news bill of fare
was a press conference at which Bill
Clinton was making a speech. | heard
one quick, low thud and then another.
After looking round the room for
broken masonry | realised that what |
had heard was Clinton getting

reVi ew

emotional and thumping his podium.
This level of detail retrieval is excellent.

Spinning the flywheel to Radio 3, |
tuned in to Elgar’s Symphony Nol
played by the BBC Philharmonic
Orchestra. Immediately impressive was
the size of the acoustic set up by the
Leak. The recording mic was obviously
placed half-way up the hall, with the
orchestra focused behind the 'speakers
and the audience in front. Once again a
small amount of background hiss was
apparent, but putting that to one side
the Troughline did an outstanding job
and managed to convey the sense of
‘being there’ with ease.

Pace and musical ebb and flow were
both high on the Troughline's list of
abilities and transparency was first class.
Tonally the tuner had an exceedingly
smooth, slightly warm and very
listenable sound. The only flaw was
slightly compressed dynamics, so
orchestral crescendos were a tad
restrained. This didn’t spoil things but
resulted in a relaxing sound more than
an exciting one.

The Leak Troughline with the Gate
stereo decoder is an excellent piece of
hi-fi and fully justifies its classic status. If
you're looking for a stereo tuner and
sound quality is your main criterion, try
them; you won't be disappointed ®

Gate Decoder

Standard (Int./Ext.) £175/£235
Audiophile (Int./Ext.) £275/£335
Kit £175
GT Audio

5 Upper Road,
Higher Denham,
Bucks. UB9 5E)
Tel: 01895 833099

WORLD VERDICT

The Gate is a little noisy but sound
quality is otherwise impressively
smooth and transparent.

Measured Performance
see pl03
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Up for grabs this month are two prizes -
one pair of Mission 754 Freedoms as first

prize and another of Mission 753

Freedoms as second prize.

flagship of Mission’s 75 Series of

loudspeakers. Although at a
casual glance they look like a simple
two-way floor stander, there is in fact
some complex engineering hidden away
in those tall, elegant cabinets. Starting
with the drive units, the high frequencies
are handled by a lin. silk dome unit
which is Ferrofluid cooled to improve
linearity and power handling. This
crosses over at 2kHz to a 6.5in. High
Definition Aerogel (HDA) midrange
driver.

HDA is a composite material which
is made from an acrylic polymer gel into
which Carbon and Kevlar fibres are
embedded. This concoction creates an
extremely light, stiff cone that possesses
excellent internal damping properties.
The HDA driver is housed in a sealed
enclosure and crosses over to the 8in.
polypropylene bass unit at | |0Hz. This
bass unit is mounted on the inside of the
cabinet and delivers bass through a
downward firing reflex port.

Mission haven’t skimped in other
areas either. The cabinet is made out of
25mm (lin.) thick MDF and the panels
are lined internally with damping pads.
And the |2-element crossover is
constructed from high-quality
components to ensure that none of the
previous good work is undone.

In his September 1996 review of
these 'speakers, Dominic Baker said,
“The sweet and extended response of
the silk dome tweeter marries
harmoniously with the HDA unit, and

T he 754 Freedom at £1298 is the

along with a well
engineered and
implemented crossover,
makes for a near seamless
tonal quality right across the
frequency range. This endows
the 'speakers with greater
transient speed on leading
edges and more delicacy in their
decay, producing a convincingly
organic sound”.

The second prize is the latest
version of Mission’s long running
753, now sporting the Freedom
suffix. The biggest difference
between this version and earlier
generations is that the old metal
dome tweeter has been replaced
with the same silk dome unit as used on
the 754 Freedom. This change gives the
753 Freedoms a smoother balance than
before. What remains, however, is the
array of four mid/bass drivers placed in a
line below the tweeter. The reason for
using multiple drivers rather than one
large driver is to do with being able to
shift a large amount of air without the
inertia associated with large drivers.
Mission claim that this method gives a
combination of bass extension and
speed.

Despite the number of drive units,
this is in fact a 2 |/2-way ’speaker. The
first two drivers directly below the
tweeter work in combination with it to
take care of the midrange and treble.
These three drivers are sealed off in
their own sub-enciosure within the
cabinet. The remaining two drive units

fill in’ the low
frequencies and are tuned by
front-firing ports. This arrangement
gives a claimed sensitivity of 91dB and an
impedance of 6ohms, so the £798 753Fs
should work well with most amplifiers.

If you would like to win either one
of these two speakers, all you have to
do is answer the questions opposite and
complete the tie breaker. Send in the
entry form on the back of a sealed
envelope or post card to reach us
before September 5th to:

Don't forget to include your name,
address and telephone number so we
can contact the winner promptly @



COMPETITION WINNER

JULY ISSUE COMPETITION

In our July edition one of Roksan's stylish new
Caspian systems was up for grabs. And the
lucky winner of the Caspian CD player,
integrated amp and RokOne loudspeakers is:

Mrs S. Pain

of Cambridgeshire

Congratulations!

.

com petieior

COMPETITION ENTRY QUESTIONS

I} Which material is used in the cone of the 754 Freedom’s midrange driver?
A. Paper B. High Definition Aerogel ~ C. Cotton D. Silk

2) At what frequency does the 754 Freedom's midrange driver cross over to
the tweeter!

A. 7GHz B. 40Hz C. 2kHz D. IkHz
3) How many elements are there in the 754 Freedom’s crossover?

A 10 B.2 C 12 D. None
4) How many drive units does a pair of 753 Freedoms have?

A5 B. 4 C. 10 D. 12

5) How much do the 753 Freedoms cost?

A.£1100 B. £798 C. £5.99 D. £450

' TIE BREAKER (obligatory)

Complete the following in less than 30 words

In the 754, Aerogel marries with silk,

The 753 is a 'speaker of the same ilk,
| With high-tech materials and solid cabinet,
| Freedoms impress with every musical diet,

INAIAGE ...ooveeneeneenesmmomommmama@monossessth o 5 rumansss savassssgssagrass s amsanssssod Bl uowsoosomauiirortiiaassaasbnios

Please do not add my name to your mailing list.
COMPETITION RULES AND CONDITIONS

[1] Onty one entry per household. Multiple entries will be automatically disqualified.
[2] In the event of more than one entrant submitting all-correct answers, the winner will be picked from
the tie-breaker by the Editor. We will endeavour to publish the results in the second issue following the
closing date.
[3] Purchase of the magazine is not a precondition of entry.
[4] No correspondence will be entered into; the Editor's decision is final.
[5] No employees of Audio Publishing Ltd. or of any companies associated with the production or
distribution of the prizes may enter.

It you would prefer not to receive details of new products or special offers please tick the box.
Hi-Fi World magazine is published by Audio Publishing Ltd.
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feature

INTO THE
GROOVE

Jon Marks looks at how to squeeze the very best sound from your
cartridge, whether MM or MC.

ver the last three months,

we've looked at how LPs

are made, which audiophile
reissues provide top sound quality
and where to buy the beloved black
disc. But there’s little point shelling
out the folding stuff if your
cartridge isn't giving its best. So
here’s a few handy hints on how
to set your cartridge up to get it
really singing.

SET-UP PROCEDURE

1) After bolting the cartridge loosely
into the arm’s headshell, the first thing
you need to do is set Vertical Tracking
Force (VTF). This is usually done by
setting the arm’s VTF dial to zero,
moving the counterweight so the arm
balances parallel to the record surface,
and then dialling in the necessary VTF.
You can get better sound quality
and generally more accurate VTF by
using a stylus pressure gauge, like
Shure’s SFG-2 (£20 from Veda
Products, tel: 01279 501111, works
from 0.5gm to 3gms) or Ortofon’s
Stylus Tracking Force Gauge (£4.95
from Henley Designs, tel: 01753
889949, works from 0.8gm to 3gms).

Wilson-
Benesch’s classy carbon-
fibre Act Two tone-arm with its unusual
counterweight.

Set the arm up as before but don’t
use the arm's VTF dial to set tracking
force. Instead, move the counterweight
in towards the arm pivot and set VTF
with the stylus pressure gauge. This
improves sound quality because moving
the counterweight closer in to the
arm’s pivot point reduces the
counterweight’s inertia. This means the
arm can move to follow the record
grooves more quickly and easily.

The benefits are a more solid,
realistic sound with better cartridge
tracking across the frequency band. Bass

becomes firmer and more detailed
and treble smoother and more
natural.
Owners of some arms already
know about these benefits.
There is an extra-heavy
counterweight available for
SME's Series V, and Wilson-
Benesch's carbon-fibre ACT
2 tone-arm has an
ingenious counterweight
which gets in very close
to the arm’s pivot.

2) Always align your
cartridge in the arm’s
headshell using a quality

protractor like the one printed here
(this is full size, and can be cut out and
glued to a piece of thin cardboard for
use). Carefully punch small holes (with a
pin) in the inner and outer zero
positions for more accurate stylus
positioning.

Tighten the cartridge mounting bolts
after alignment, and then re-check
alignment. Cartridges have an annoying
habit of moving in the headshell after
you've spent 20mins getting them spot
on! At this point VTF should also be
measured again.

ALIGNMENT
PROTRACTOR
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to minimise tracking distortion
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headshell front alignment
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headshell front alignment

Simply cut out this alignment gauge and glue it to some thin cardboard before using it.

HI-FI WORLD

SEPTEMBER 1997

\



WE'VE SEEN THE FUTURE OF Hi+I

AND IT'S LOOKING RATNER BLACK

You've thought long and hard about choosing the right sound
system. You think you’ve found what you're looking for. It looks
great. It sounds even better. And its within your budget. So
how come you still have that niggling doubt in the back of your
mind? Simple. Before you make your final decision. you want to
be sure that a few years down the line, you're not going to regret
it. Unlike most hi-fi manufacturers, we understand completely.
We’ve already set the standard by offering legendary sound

quality in every price category. Now we’ve completely rewritten
the rules. Because practically every piece of Arcam equipment
now comes with something that will radically change the way
you buy hi-fi. A set of pre-defined upgrade paths that allow you
to upgrade your sound system just as soon as technology
(or vour wallet) allows. If you’d like to hear more about

Arcam’s revolutionary upgradeable components, call now on
(01223) 203203.

Please send me the naie of nmy nearest authorised dealer. and information on:

Arcam amplifiers U Arcam CD players & DACs U Arcam tuners U Arcam home theatre U all Arcam products

Title First Name(s)
Surname

Address

Postcode

Clip the conpon and return to Arcam, Pembroke Avemie, Cambridge CB3 9PB, England. Or telephone: (01223) 203203. Or e-mail us at: custserv@arcan.co.1k

In Austrahia: Stolmack Audio Pry. Lid.. PO. Box 162, Lindfield. N.S.W., 2070, Tel: (612) 9416 4799
In Camada: Emerald Audio Resources, RRI, Palgrave. Ontario, LON 12O, Tel: (903) 880 717¢

In New Zealand: Avalon Audio. 387 Mount Eden Rd.. Auckland. Tel: (09) 369 9000,

In South Africa: Hi-F1 Speciabists, Durban Road 135, Bellville, 7335. Tel: (021) 946 1441,

Next8Y(HFW 9/97)

In USA: Audiophile Systenw Led.. 8709 Castle Park Drive, Indianapobs, Induna 46256, Tel:(317) 849 7103,

World Radio Histo



Even with arms

like Naim’s Aro, the
cartridge needs to be aligned
along the headshell’s centreline.

If you're using an arm like Naim’s
Aro or SMFE’s Series 300/4/5, make sure
the cartridge’s front is at right angles to
the headshell’s centre line (printed on
SME’s own alignment gauge). This can
be done by lowering the arm gently on
to the gauge and holding it in position
with a finger on the lift/lower lever.
Then place a normal school protractor
on the headshell and move the cartridge
accordingly. Cartridges which have box-
shaped bodies are the easiest to align -
those with curved edges can be a
nightmare to set-up.

SME’s versatile Series V allows for easy
alignment tweaking thanks to the
carriage it's mounted on.

3) Bias is normally set to match VTF on
arms where you can dial it in, and to
manufacturer’s guidelines with thread-
and-pulley systems. If you've set VTF as
above, you'll probably find you can use a
slightly lower bias than usual. This yields
a more fluid, rhythmic bass.

Generally, too high a bias gives a
wooden, uninvolving sound while too
little will cause mistracking. But get the
bias right by changing it in small
increments and music will really flow.
Experimentation is the order of the day.

TWEAKY CORNER

Even two cartridges of the same make
and model will require slightly different
set-ups. This is because cartridges are
electro-mechanical devices built to a
certain, necessarily imperfect tolerance.
If you want to get top sound quality
from a given cartridge, you need to find
its ‘sweet spot’ where it operates at its
best.

You can try changing alignment in
VERY small increments by loosening the
armboard’s mounting bolts and tapping
the armboard backwards and forwards

HI-FI WORLD

with a small piece of
wood and a light
hammer.
Alternatively, if you
use an arm (like SME's
Series 4 and 5) which is
bolted into a carriage, move
the carriage backwards and
forwards.

Arm height is another parameter
worth experimenting with - even very
small changes here can make a big sonic
difference. VTA should first be set to
give a cantilever angle of 22-24degrees
to the record’s surface. With most
cartridges, this will mean setting the
arm close to parallel to the record
before tweaking VTA. Some cartridges

though, like DNM's Aciore reviewed in
July, are unusual in their VTA - over
30degrees in the DNM’s case. Lowering
the arm pillar to get closer to a normal
VTA will give the wrong stylus rake
angle, which is not a good idea, and the
bottom of the cartridge will probably
scrape the record on warped passages.
Optimising arm height is about stylus
rake angle as much as VTA.

Unfortunately, delicately tweaking
VTA is a problem for owners of arms
like Regas which rely on shims for
setting height. In this case, just set the
arm to the correct initial height for the
cartridge and leave it at that.

Headphones provide the quickest
and easiest means of finding the sweet
spot - you can hear very subtle changes
in sound quality through 'phones that
would be lost on a pair of loudspeakers.

One little device which brings a
surprising improvement is the Head-Q-
Damper from A. R. T., an ltalian
company. This little beastie is a block of
graphite cut across its grain (according
to the Itanglish on the pack) and is

feature

designed to reduce the effect of
vibrations in the cartridge’s body. This
is supposed to clean up lower midrange
and bass, and it does. Bass in particular
becomes firmer and better defined. The
Head-Q-Damper costs £18 from
Audiophile International (tel: 01276
855530). The only problem is that it
adds mass at the cartridge end of the
arm, so the counterweight will need to
be moved back, but the next trick can
help here.

To get the counterweight in as close
as possible to the arm’s pivot point, you
need to add mass to it. The best way to
do this is to get a new counterweight
made by a local machine shop, but there
is an alternative. Simply blu-tack small
change (penny pieces, for example)
onto the existing counterweight. It
doesn’t look pretty and it takes a while,
but as long as the coppers don’t foul the
arm's movement, it can work
spectacularly well.

The main area of improvement is in
the bass, which gains great punch,
solidity and detail. This mod also makes
the midrange and
treble smoother,
more transparent
and more dynamic.
Tracking at all
frequencies is
improved too. The
end result is a
more substantial,

open sound.

If you try all i
these tweaks, you
should find your ?

. Y C)[5] Reference
vinyl front end face
sounds like a
completely new Fixing '

P Y . holes | /
turntable. It might . ' Cartridge
. . ff
take a while, but it I / gngﬁ;

doesn’t cost much
and the
improvements are
well worth it.
Tweak on!

-5 -
~

The cartridge must be aligned so that its
body is parallel to the reference face, itself
always at right angles to the cartridge
mounting holes. Avoid skewing the
cartridge in the headshell, since angular
misalignment here raises tracing distortion
considerably.

Arm tube

axis
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Sound

Organisation
London

Hot Summer Sale Final Great Reductions

Sale must end 15th August and we have lots of
used and ex-demonstration equipment to clear.
Good equipment, great prices, call for full list.

Sale items include;
Roksan Xerxes reconditioned record players with
RB300 or Tabriz-zi, arms, from only £399.
Roksan DPI the “classic’ CD transport, s/h in near
mint condition, collectable, only £499.
Arcam s/h CD players, Alpha Plus vgc, one only
£139, Alpha 6 15 mths old, as new, only £249.
Micromega Stage 6, ex-dem, was £950, only £699.
Art Audio Quintet valve power amplifier, s/h,
mint, was £1300+, but no box, hence only £499.
Concordant Exhilarant line level all triode pre-amp,
Groove tubes, s/h, vge, but no box, hence £399.
Naim s/h items in generally good condition with
boxes, Nait 3 latest spec, was £570, only £399,
Nac92/Nap90 pre-power, no boxes, was £920, only
£599, Nac62/Nap140 pre-power, was £1550, only
£699, Nac82 pre-amp, boxed as new, only £1295,
Nap250 power amps, s/h, vgc, old style, only £699,
new style, latest spec, only £1150.
Copland valve pre-power CSA303/ CTAS505, latest
models, boxed as new, were £3250, now only £2450.
Heybrook Sextet in black ash, burr walnut trim,
little used demonstrators, were £1130, only £699.
Castle Howard, mahogany, s/h, boxed, only £799.
Martin Logan CLSllz full range electrostatic, in
solid walnut, little used, were £4555, now £2200.
Ex-dem items include Rega Planar 3, latest CD
players by Arcam, Copland, Micromega, Naim,
amplifiers by Arcam, Audio Research, Copland,
Densen, Naim and speakers include, Epos E522,
Naim Credo and Intro, Neat Critique Origin Live
Resolution, Victory and Sovereign, Stax phones and
most models by Castle and Mordaunt Short
Ex-dem items are 15-25% off normal prices.

Real Hi-TFi in the C:i+>_/

Pickfords Wharf

Clink Street
London S.E.1

0171 403 2255

Wilmslow
A Audio V

The name in Loudspeakers for over 30 years
We are the UK’s largest distributor of replacement drive units
and accessories for the trade and DIY speaker builder

ATC [ =~ aaz.] YOIT
E‘ = (seas)

HRT Lovte VST
Qe

___,__

MAUDIO

A\ BENNIC
3AME Platorm

A range of 25 DIY loudspeaker kits from £140 - £3800 on demonstration
# Crossover design and supply
# Large range of accessorics including Capacitors, Inductors,
# Resistors, Binding posts, Grille cloths and foams,
o Ports, Spikes, Cable and much, much more.
Wilmslow Audio Ltd
50 Main Street
Boughton Astley
Leicester
LE9 6RD

nnuhfn\

Phone for your free catalogue

Tel: 01455 286603
Fax: 01455 286605

ﬁ'u?i.{::
gﬁxlve Talk )
Copland Ia(.’e far...

Cyrus
Harman-Kardon ' Widest choice in the area

JBL 2
KEF | » Independent advice

’ : Com;’zrel:bs::‘:em rooms

Krell i®
Marantz Superb showrooms AUDIOLAS
Martin-Logan « Main road location z
Mendian Major car parks nearby [
Michell « Insurance estimates
Mission | « Over 30yrs expenence
Monttor Audio . Servu:gg:pl 7
Musical-Fidelty | _ o ; ;
Pickering ‘ Delivery & installation Th every best
Pink Triangle | * Fant Exchange i
Pioneer « Open 10:30-5:30 6 days in HiFi and
Quad s Horme Cinema...
REL
Rogers Up to 3 yrs.
Ruark .
SME Interest Free | /
Sonus-Faber Credit }
Spendor depostt only 20% of MARTIN-
Systemdek | ¢500+ for 12 months LOGAN
Tannoy £1500+ for 24 months
TOL £3000+ for 36 months
Thorens -bpdw sans
Yamaha .
& lots more.. PS "YOU’Umakmgaspoad

#'s best to book,weekdays

MONITOR-
Aupig

4 Gillygate, York
Tel. 01904 629659
High Fidelity Specialists est.1967
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Eric Braithwalite relaxes to Totem’s
latest diminutive offering, the Model

I Signature stand mounters.

othing in the literature makes
it explicit, but Canadian
loudspeaker manufacturer

Totem'’s Signature version of the
original Model | loudspeaker must be
some kind of tenth anniversary
celebration. The Model | was not only
the company's first loudspeaker, for five
years it was their only one.

Like the original, the Signature uses
the well-known Dynaudio main driver,
with an adapted Seas tweeter and
slightly altered crossover and internal
wiring. Catching up with the times, it is
equipped with two pairs of gold
terminals for bi-amping or bi-wiring.

If you hope for a quite exceptional
portrayal of stage depth from a pair of
miniature loudspeakers, then the Totem
Model | Signatures exceed
expectations. Too frequently, the off-
stage orchestra in La Traviata sounds as
though it's been recorded at half-
volume instead of properly off-stage.
The Totems, unusually, managed to
reproduce the sound of a full orchestra
in the distance, while catching the detail
of every instrument. Not just that, but
Classical recordings with supertanker
distances betwixt bridge (conductor’s
podium) and bows (percussion)
practically needed a bike to get from
one to the other.

That was also true of bands playing
acoustically in a defined space, like the
Kinks' To The Bone, for example. This
was splendidly ‘live’ and realistic.
Acoustic instruments, whether on the
odd Radiohead track or Lynnyrd
Skynnyrd, came across with a clean,
note-perfect sound. Even some modern
mixes, which tend to have a ‘fuzzy wash’
production acquired a mildly unnerving

HI-FI WORLD

track separation
that showed up the
production
techniques.

So far, so very
good. It was difficult
to fault the tonal
colour of
instruments,
especially on such
pristine recordings
as Schubert’s Trout
quintet on CRD,
or the saxophone
on Dave Brubeck’s
‘Take Five’. And
considering
they're small

boxes, even the
odd low synthesiser note
thundered out with gratifying depth.

So why, on the Brubeck track, when
the piano plays quietly for a few bars,
did it seem to lose presence and
weight? Why too did heavy Rock
numbers seem to have a slow current
flowing underneath them, diminishing

seems the Signatures are more attuned
to Canada’s mellow neighbour to the

south than Europe’s faster pulse.
Totem Model | Signature £1250

May Audio Marketing

the excitement? Aireside Mills,
The answer must be that this Cononley,
Dynaudio driver, which can be pretty Keighley,

W. Yorks. BD20 8LW
Tel: 01535 632700

fast and pushy, has somehow been
tamed in the crossover. in conjunction
with a smooth tweeter, the result is
that somewhat laid-back but delicately
detailed sound that characterises a
number of American high-end designs.
This approach has many devotees,
particularly around the California fault-
lines. Unfortunately for Totem, next to
the Jamo Concert 8's remarkable treble
detail and superbly tight, clean imaging,
or the BBC 5/12a’s far sharper
dynamics and very tough, deep bass, it

~

WORLD VERIICT ©920

Imaging and sound staging are very
good, but the move from standard 10
Signature has taken the speed ani
punch out of the Model Is.

Measured Performance

see pl03
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GROUP TEST OF FIVE
DACS AT £600-£1000

)

PIONEER

Herw
A-300R -

FEES i
AMPLIFIER SPEAKERS

METAMORPHOSIS

My system is composed of a
Bastin Garrard 301/RB300
(Bastin modified) with a
Nottingham Analogue Tracer |
cartridge, Quad 44/405-2
amplifier and Celestion Ditton
I5 'speakers. Standard freebie
interconnects and 79-strand
‘speaker cable (5m runs)
connect the above. The listening
room is | 8ft by |3ft and the
Dittons live on either side of the

fireplace (which is on a long
wall).

I listen to all sorts of music,
from Gentle Giant to John
Mayall to Mary Black to
Baroque. | enjoy a lot of live
concerts and this has made me
more critical of home
reproduction.

The sound of my system is
generally good, providing a big
sound with plenty of midrange
detail, although on some more

Mail

subtle music it sounds a little
‘closed in’ at the top end. | am
led to believe that this is due to
the limitations in the pre-amp.

Like everyone else, | have
my dream system, but
realistically | am considering
‘tweaking’ the current set-up,
based on the maxim, “If it ain’t
broke, why fix (replace) it?” But
could it get better cheaply?
Please give me your reaction to
the following:

LETTER OF THE MONTH

ALL TANGLED upP
| am confused by the test
methods and recommendations
given by some hi-fi magazines.
Whilst | accept that speaker
cables can make a difference |
believe insufficient care is taken
to match cables to 'speakers.
For example, with the
arrival of relatively cheap floor
standers, you could have a
worst case scenario of one
metre of cheap bell wire from
the crossover to the drive units
fed by two metres of fairly
expensive ‘flavour of the
month’ specialist cable. |
believe better information on
internal wiring of 'speakers
should be provided by the
'speaker manufacturers. This
could also ensure that their
products are fairly tested in
group tests where the same
cable is used regardless of
synergistic implications.
Another thing | cannot
understand is that some bi-wire
cables have different
constructions in the bass and
treble elements. As the cable
usually runs from amplifier to
crossover, how is the amplifier
supposed to differentiate and
send the correct signals down

the relevant cable?

This poses the question of
whether the crossover should
be out of the box and close
coupled to the amplifier (on
'speakers at the higher end of
the price range) in order to
maximise the synergy between
the 'speakers and cables.

| hope that you can shed
some light on these comments
and look forward to hearing
from you. Although not a
regular reader of any magazine
(as an OAP | watch the cash), |
do enjoy Hi-Fi World from
time to time and this is the first
time | have ever written to any
magazine. | have been
interested in hi-fi since the late
Fifties, having started with a
Goldring-Lenco transcription
deck, Mullard 5-10 amp and
home built Decca corner horn
fitted with a full-range )2in
Barker Duode drive unit.

C. Angell
Trowbridge,
Wiltshire.

As you say, a lot is often
made of the quality of the
components used in
crossovers, ‘audiophile’
being a word that is

cropping up more and more
frequently these days. Again
as you say, much of the
internal cabling used in
’speakers is not on a par
quality-wise with these
components, although the
situation is improving -
manufacturers now realise
cabling has a significant
effect on the final sonic
result.

Using the same cable in a
loudspeaker group test
regardless of synergy isn’t
really fair on those 'speakers
that don’t work well with
that cable. We have a range
of cables to hand, which we
use to get the best sound
from a given loudspeaker. If
you use a cable which
obviously doesn’t suit the
"speaker you're listening to,
you’ll be missing out on a
lot of that ’speaker’s
potential. And, at the end of
the day, getting the best
sound for your pound is all
about synergy.

While most bi-wire
loudspeaker cables have the
same cable in high and low
frequency sections, some rely
on different cables. This is




1) Would a separate
phono stage help? How
about the Creek OBH?
2) If | improve the
interconnects and
'speaker cable, would
that bring a significant

A

)

=

Revamp your Quad 405-2 with a factory service and upgrade your interconnects to DNM’s Reson.

QUAD 405~

improvement? If so, what
should | change them to!?

3) Would it be worth getting
a second power amp in order
to bi-amp or monobloc? This
will also enable me to place
the power amps next to the

'speakers, thus reducing cable
lengths and the amount of
cable running round the
room.

4) Is it going to be worth
while rebuilding the
Celestions in solid wood,
upgrading and splitting
the crossover at the
same time?

Is it worth doing all
or some of these mods,
or should | just wait
until | can replace the
whole lot?

Peter Wagstaff
Skipton,
North Yorks.

because some people claim that the
type of cable which works optimally
with the tweeter won’t perform so
well hooked up to the bass driver.
Having tried out several 'mixed’
cables alongside normal varieties, I
have to say I haven’t heard any
glaring differences between the two
arrangements.

Crossover components are
microphonic and just about the
worst (although most convenient)
place to put them is inside the
‘speaker’s cabinet. There’s a few

designs around which place the
crossover autside the enclosure, in
its own case - B&W’s Silver
Signatures and QLN’s Signature
monitors, for instance.

The best arrangement is to have
the crossovers as close to the
amplifier as possible with very short
runs of cable between crossover and
driver - in other words, using
monoblocs as opposed to a single
stereo power amp is a good idea.
Longer runs of interconnect have a
less deleterious effect on a system’s

sound than long 'speaker cables.
Unfortunately, monoblocs and
loudspeakers with external
crossovers aren’t the bread and
butter of the budget end of the hi-
fi market. But then one relatively
easy way around having to sign
over your cheque book in the
name of higher fidelity is DIY
modification. [M

“How is the amplifier supposed
to differentiate and send the
correct signals down the relevant
cable?” Good point. And an
important question rarely asked.
It doesn’t, is the answer. The
loudspeaker crossover does so,
through its impedance
characteristics. The high-pass
section feeding the tweeter rejects
low frequency currents in the cable
feeding it by nature of its high
impedance at low frequencies. And
vice versa for the low-pass section
feeding the woofer. So you do get
only low frequency currents being
drawn through the low frequency
conductor and, ipso facto, highs
through the high frequency
conductor. Consequently, it is best
not to dismiss differing structures
for bass and treble. Usually, large
conductors are used for bass and
small conductors for treble. NK




SOUNDS PERFECTION

|| CORNWALL'S NO.1 SPECIALIST RETAILER

PROVIDES HOME DEMONSTRATIONS,
EXCHANGES, FREE ADVICE & PART EXCHANGE.

EQUIPMENT FROM:

ALCHEMIST, AUDIO NOTE. AUDIO SPECTRUM.
ANALYSIS, HENLEY, MICHELL, MONITOR AUDIO,
MYRIAD. NORDOST. ORTOFON, PROJECT,
PARASOUND., SME., SONIC LINK, TRIANGLE,
TRICHORD, STANDS UNIQUE. SOUNDSTLYE
AND SOON AVAILABLE STANDS FROM
ELEMENTAL AUDIO.

WE PROMISE TO FULLFILL YOUR DESIRES
PASSION IN MUSIC
INVOLVEMENT & EXPERIENCE

| CONTACT NIGEL

| AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK
TEL/FAX 01326 221372
MOBILE 0468 754353

- T ——

CD UPGRADE

Why go out and buy a new CD piayer at great expense for only minimal

| improvement in performance? Trichord's highly renowned 'Clock 2' and

dedicated 'Clock 2 Power Supply’ modifications will dramatically

| improve the sound quality of your existing CD player, or CD transport.

Hear the potential that the CD medium really has to offer.

High accuracy (5 ppm}) low jitter performance master clock.
Up to five times reduction in data related jitter.

Increased transparency , resolution and sound staging.
Greater dynamics and sheer listening pleasure.

Can be fitted to most players or transports regardless of price.
The level of improvement is just as significant with expensive
transports as it is with inexpensive players.

L K 2K K 2% J

These modifications can bs carried out by Trichord Research Ltd, or by

| your focal Trichord dealer. Also avallable in kit form with instructions for

the technically competent.

We are so confident in these upgrades that we offer a complete refund
and retum your player back to its original state if not satisfied.

Clock 2 Trichord or Dealer fitted

Clock 2 Kit for self fit

Clock 2 Power Supply Trichord or Dealer fit
Clock 2 Power Supply Kit for self fit

£141.00 inc. VAT
£ 95.00 inc. VAT
£ 80.00 inc. VAT
£ 55.00 inc. VAT

for more information:

Trichord Research Limirted
Tel: (01684) 573524 Fax: (01684) 577380
For those who are Truly serious abour Their music

73 Church Streer. Malvern, Worces, WR14 2AE

campaign audio design

Getting a better. more involving sound often
means spending a lot of hard earned money.
I"s such a waste. because every system can
benefit from our cables and accessories. at a
fraction of the cost of some new “black box™.
Here are some of the ways we can help.
We have Linear Crystal Oxygen
Free Copper interconnects (£12.48) up to
High Purity Silver cables (£89.00) and high
definition loudspeaker cables in Silver Plaed
Copper or Pure Silver. Our mains cables add
weight. power and scale. and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over-
voltage protection (£3.00) enhance performance still further. Gold plated AV cubles.
both RF (£17.95) and OFC Scart (£19.21). help bnng picture quality in line with
NICAM sound resolution.

Valves. capacitors and transistors are all microphonic, They cannot perforny
optimally it vibrated. Qur set of three brass isolation cones (£5.00) are worth their
weight in gold - reveuling low level resolution and dynamics hitherto hidden beneath
electronic noise. We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating motor
(£3.50). enubling you to throw away your big mains noise suppressor. which has
been giving you that “sat upon sound™ for years. There’s lots we can do to bring you
closer to the emotion and energy ot the performance. So contident are we. that we
offer a 14 day money back guarantee.

Ring or write for details:-

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN

Llandudno Road (HW)
@ Cardiff CF3 8PG VI_SA

Tel:- 01222 779401
Trade and International Enquiries Welcome.

EXCHANGE
01325 463007

30aq, Larchfield Street, Darlington, Co. Durham. DL3 7TE

Neat Gravitas Subs in Cherry Ex dem £850.00
Rock Reference Turntable £1600.00
Ear 859 Valve Integrated £950.00
infinity Reference Six Speakers £395.00
Quad Electroacoustics Originals

just serviced Exc & boxed £P.OA.
Rel Strata Sub Mint £325.00
K.AR. Figaro Speakers Mint & Boxed £625.00
Townsend Rock, Excaliber Merlin £700.00
Exposure VIIl Power Amp £350.00
Nakamichi 581 Cassette Deck £300.00
Acoustic Energy AE1 Speakers £450.00
Meridian 551 Integrated MM & Remote £500.00
Linn Index Speakers Boxed £185.00
Musical Fidelity Dr Thomas Power Amp £495.00
Project 6 Amp £200.00
B&O Overture & Penta 3 Active Speakers £P.OA.

Plus a large selection of Jao & Brit seperates.
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[ think the most immediate
change here should take
vlace in the cabling
department. Moving from
interconnects given away
with new hi-fi to proper
audiophile alternatives
will make a BIG difference.
Depending on what you
want to spend, you could
try SonicLink’s Bonus at
£15/m or DNM'’s Reson at
£36/m.

79-strand loudspeaker
cable is a bit of a golden
oldie, but it’s very budget
stuff. At £5.50/m there’s
Ortofon’s SPK200 bi-wire
cable (yes, you should try
to split the Dittons’
crossovers)and, at
£6.95/m, DNM’s Reson.
Given the small price
difference, I'd go for the
DNM if you can stretch
your budget. These cables
will stand you in good
stead regardless of what
your system finally
metamorphoses into.

If you like the sound of
the 405-2, you can have it
serviced by Quad, which
makes quite a difference to
the sound quality. If you
want to go this route, you
can pick up another one
second-hand, get that
serviced as well, and use
the two for bi-amping.

Upgrading the
capacitors in the
Celestions to, say, Ansar
polypropylenes would be a
good idea, but I think
rebuilding the cabinets
would probably be too
much effort for too little
gain.

A separate phono stage
would help too, and would
again slot in with any
equipment upgrades you
make. Take a look at the
Densen and LFD on p28 in
this issue or, if these take
you over budget, you could
try auditioning Creek’s
OBH - we haven't heard
this phono stage yet.

If you change your
cables and upgrade the

HI-FI WORLD

Celestions’ crossovers, you
might be quite surprised at
how much better your
system sounds. If you’'re
still not happy with it
though, a change of
equipment will be the only
answer. [M

Whilst tweaking will
always improve a system,
to be frank the Ditton 15 is
very dated and could
beneficially be replaced.
Try listening to the KEF
Q15 for a starter. A whole
swathe of good,
inexpensive loudspeakers
is available these days.

Also, I believe Quad
replace certain capacitors
in the 405-2 to improve its
sound. Give them a call
about this. NK

Vivante. Tel: 0181 891 4195

BIRTH OF THE
-

miles davis

o

L,;!
‘I

Treat your Garrard to some

high quality vinyl from Vivante.

DAC ATTACK

My system consists of a NAD

5120 turntable with original
flat ruler-type arm, AT 95E
cartridge, Hi-Q phono
pre-amp, CR
Developments
Romulus valve
amp,
Micromega
Drive One
with Audio
Alchemy
DDE VI.0 DAC,
Yamaha KX-230
cassette deck, KLS3
‘speakers, Cable Talk 3
‘speaker cable (single) and
DIY interconnects using
XLO/PRO cable and
connectors.

| am pleased with
the sound of this

A true digital bargain,
Assemblage’s DAC-2 convertor

system, especially the
*speakers. However, | am
considering building the
Assemblage DAC-2 (the
upgrade bug is down to your
June Supplement!) Would this
be any improvement over my
present DAC? Also, would a
better cartridge be a waste of
money in the original NAD
flat tone-arm? Any alternative
upgrade suggestions would be
appreciated (budget £300-
£500). | listen mainly to CD
and have a very small record
collection.

Keith Allsopp
Chesterfield,

Derby.

If you decide on the
Assemblage DAC-2, there’s
no doubt you’ll get better
sound quality than from
the ageing Audio Alchemy
DAC. Then there’s also the
fact that the DAC-2 is
HDCD compatible - no bad
thing now that more and
more HDCD encoded discs
are becoming available -
and can be upgraded with
a kit of special

components from The
Parts Connection which

kit.

we’ll be reviewing soon.
I'd stick with the AT 95E
cartridge unless it needs
replacing, in which case
Goldring's 1012GX MM is
a good bet. J[M

That NAD armt was one of
the ‘great
misunderstandings of our
time’. Funnily, although
not dynamic, it does sound
quite smooth and
amenable. But you would
be better off with a Rega
RB250 or 300 ar on an
appropriate turntable. NK

Newnes Tel: 01865 310366

ELECTRONICS
MADE SHIVIPLE

T

IAN SINCLAIR

Learn more about the ins and
outs of electronics and get your
DIY career rolling with a copy

of Electronics Made Simple.
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KEEP ON TURNING
After owning |15 wurntables
from 1981, the last seven
years a Garrard 401, now
with SME 309 tone-arm and
Benz Micro cartridge, | am
asking which

While SME’s Model 20 has great detail and

A much under-rated tone-
arm this, maybe not good
sometimes when the bearings
aren't well adjusted.

| have already listened to

the expensive turntables from

Platine Verdier, Audio Physic
(Amazon) and

tonal colour to its credit, Michell’s Orbe pulls
ahead when it comes to power and authority.

turntable | should try for
better neutrality and clarity
of presentation without
losing the authority of the
music.

| already had an LP12 and
Axis, various Thorens -
TD124, 126, 150, 160 - some
studio turntables like the
EMT 930st, but they all failed
to reproduce real authority.
The Thorens |24 has the
clarity | am looking for, but
lacks bass slam and neutrality
in timbre. Nevertheless,
some friends of mine changed
from the LP12 to TD124,
while most changed from
LP12 to Garrard. Only a Pink
Triangle Anniversary was
kept when another friend got
his Garrard 301.

Of the 30 arms | tested
on the Garrard, the SME 309
outclassed the Naim ARO,
Linn Ekos, Breuer Dynamic,
Kuzma tone-arms and many
others, the Zeta coming next
in overall musical satisfaction.
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Kuzma (Reference).

These three excel over
the Garrard in every respect.
but also have their own
characters. The Verdier has
the best clarity: it sounds like
a more stable Garrard with
the same timbre, but with a
dozen curtains removed and
is much more stable in timing.
The Kuzma only excels over
the Garrard in the bass and
timing aspect. From listening,
| prefer the Amazon most,
with its naturalness and
clarity on tones, especially on
Classical music. It also beats
the Garrard in timing and
bass extension. | guess it
comes from that 5kg acrylic
platter.

The others sound almost
like transistor amps against
tubes when compared to the
Amazon. Only on jazz music
do | prefer the Verdier, for
the resolution of brass
instruments. And the Amazon
looks best, like a ballet

fiworld.

dancer, while the Kuzma
looks like a tank and the
Verdier like a turning lathe.
When | asked my girlfriend
which she liked best for our
living-room, she pointed at
the Amazon.

My question is now,

which other

turntables should [ try,
preferably costing less than
£5000? Should | listen to the
SME20/30 or Michell Orbe?
Or just buy the Amazon? By
the way, the Pink ‘Annie’
from a friend had very good
clarity but lacked that
authority | got used to in the
years of listening to the 401.
The rest of the system
comprises a Kaneda pre-amp
(a published DIY transistor
design from Professor
Kaneda in the Japanese
magazine M] and in the
French magazine
L’Audiophile. It sounds ‘right’
and clear, there isn’t any tube
Or transistor signature
detectable when listening),
Uchida 300B single-ended
tube power amp and a home-
brew two-way loudspeaker
built with JBL horns and Altec
I 5in woofers and
compression drivers.
Hartmut Quaschik
iefit@risky.mch._sni.de

c O .

If you do not want
your e-mail address

published, please let
us know

u k

I think you've pinned it
down nicely, and by and
large U'm in full agreement
with your views, although,
us Brits being a bit insular,
the Audio Physic Amazon
is a new one on me. Given
your requirements, I reckon
the UK one you have to
hear is the Michell Orbe,
which has all the
attributes you
are looking for
plus the looks. 1
think the SME20
might not have
quite the weighty
authority you are
looking for by
comparison, though
it scores on fine
detail and nuances of
timbre. EB

Vivante. Tel: 0181 891 4195

Get your Orbe up to speed

with one of Vivante’s

audiophile vinyl pressings,

v (@

RETRAINING

Well isn’t modern technology
wonderful; or is it? This is the
crux of my dilemma. My
system is as follows: Arcam
Delta 250 transport, Arcam
Delta BB50 DAC, Musical
Fidelity A120 amplifier, KEF
Calinda ’speakers, Cable Talk
3 and Monster interconnect
(#20 variety).

All of the above are on
custom made stands, which
make an impressive
improvement to the sound.
The room is |3ft by | Ift with

HI-FI WORLD



edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk

the ’speakers placed along
the length of the room 8ft
apart and toed in at
45degrees.

My question relates to
the ’speakers. | have had
them for |7 years
now and am

As you're

used to the

sound of KEF ’speakers but
want to upgrade from your
Calindas, have a listen to their
£200 Q|15 stand mounters.

generally happy with the
sound. They have had spikes
fitted which made little
difference to the sound. The
Cable Talk is soldered
directly onto the crossover
board which improved the
detail and clarity of the bass
significantly.

| find Classical music and
any female vocals sound
fantastic but Rock music lacks
the attack and punch | would
like, with the bass in
particular poorly defined and
smothered. Twice | have
attempted to replace them
and both times have found
the ’speakers offered
disappointing. So far | have
heard the following: B&W P4,
PS5, Mission 752, 753,
Heybrook Sextet Il, Epos |4,
25, Linn Keilidh and a few
others not worth mentioning.

The music seemed to be

HI-FI WORLD

a number of instruments
playing at the same time, with
the sound lacking body. The
KEFs blend the individuals
into a single musical
experience, if that makes
sense.

My question is: am | just
suffering from the “!t doesn’t
sound like my KEFs”
syndrome, or are my old
KEFs really as good as the
new technology?

If they are not then can
you please suggest some
‘speakers | should audition
that retain the sweetness and
passion of the KEFs and put
some extra energy into
Rock?

If there are none, would
better cabling anc an upgrade
to crossover components be
a possible solution? Thanks
for a great magazine.

Andy Garner
jgarnerd4| 7@aol.com

Good loudspeakers are
meant to separate out
individual instrionents,
not homogenise them into
one mass. Because the
'speakers you have
auditioned are all good in
their own right, but quite
different from each other,
it would seem that you
have tuned into your KEFs

and need to spend some
time re-acclimatising to
other 'speakers. It is very
casy and quite normal to
do this - it takes some
time to re-train
your ear/brain.
Why not
lessen the
apparent
degree of
change by
listening to
KEFs, but modern
ones of course. 1
loved the small Q15s.
They were
fundamentally
accurate, had good
bass punch and -
arguably most
important of all - a
sweet tonality. They
would also suit a
room of your size. NK

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

Take another step along the

path to your dream system
with a set of the Chord
Company’s detailed and
transparent Siren

interconnects.

v

MINIDISC AHOY
System: Sony Cubic CD and
tuner micro, Rega Brio amp,
Tannoy Mercury M2
’speakers. | like the sound of
my rather mish-mashed
collection of components and
| intend adding to it with a
Sony MiniDisc player for
recording.

My problem is to do with
shelving the equipment. Rega
admonish the stacking of
components directly below
their Brio amp. Is this really
likely to damage the units and

The days of cassette could well
be numbered with MiniDisc
players as accomplished as

Sony’s £300 MDS-JE500 around.

seriously impair the sound,
or are Rega just being
overcautious! The Brio, being
only half the normal depth,
would surely not have a
problem with ventilation?
Also, | take it that digital
recordings would be best
made from the Cubic CD to
the MD player using the
optical output on the Cubic
rather than its audio outputs,
despite the lower esteem
optical digital connectors are
held in?
Martin J. Howes
hs3mjh@bath.ac.uk

I can’t say that I can see a
problem with stacking the
Brio on top of other
components from a
ventilation point of view.
From a sound quality
perspective, you really
need to use a decent rack
like one from Target, for
example.

When you’re connecting
up your CD player to the
MiniDisc machine, it's
probably worth
experimenting with the
optical vs the analogue
output from your CD
player. Yes, the optical
should sound better
because it’s supplying a
digital signal which
doesn’t have to go through
the CD player’s DAC and
output stage before being
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BLOW YOUR MIND
TAKE THE TUBE

J
s GOLDEN DRAGON TUBE?,?E AVAILABLE FROM:

P. M. Components

Springhead Enterprise Park
Springhead Road
Gravesend
Kent DA11 8HD
Tel: 01474 560521, Fax 333762,
e-mail: 101650.2424 @ compuserve.com




converted back to digital
in the MD. That said, the
cheap optical outputs
fitted to budget players
really aren’t mmuch cop, so
it’s worth trying an
alternative. JM

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

Try a stretch of the Chord
Company’s impressive Siren
interconnects between your new

Min'Disc player and your amp.

v(3

THE MIDAS TOUCH?
Hi there! | was wondering
what the professional opinion
was on the Gold CD
remasters that are available
for some albums? Are they
really worth the money?
Richard Walledge
riw04@students.stir.ac.uk

Me, I'm sceptical, since
there’s little doubt that
many ‘Gold CD’ remasters
are just that: they are
remasters, however subtly
done, not exact copies of
the original master tape.
Now Sony is carefully
archiving the CBS
catalogue, on

If you like your music remastered, Gold CD remasters might be the ones to go
for. If you prefer original masters, Sony’s Super Bit Mapping silver CDs are a
better bet.

HI-FI WORLD

the whole I would buy the
Sony SBM silver remaster
rather than a gold disc,
given the choice. But that's
me. If people prefer the
sound of a gold disc re-
issue, and are happy with
paying the premium, so be
it. EB

Newnes Tel: 01865 310366

ELECTRONICS

MADE SIMPLE

7

Delve into digital with a copy of
Electronics Made Simple.

v

HI-FI HOT-RODDING
| have been building my
system over the last ten years
or so. This has included some
new equipment but has
mainly consisted of second-
hand items. This has allowed
me to build a system that |
am very satisfied with, while
being good value for money.
The current iteration
consists of a Musical Fidelity
CDT for the source, World
Audio Design KLP| pre-amp,
Beard P35 Mk Il valve power
amp and Heybrook Sextet
Mk | ’speakers. The sound
this system gives is very

Bringing your Mkl Sextets up to
Mkil spec. and hot-rodding
KLPI with top-quality
components are both effective
ways of upgrading your
system’s sound.

pleasing with a wide range of
music.

However, | feel that there
is possibly more to be had so
I'm looking to upgrade
without upsetting the balance
that | have worked hard to
achieve. | am not especially
keen on changing any of the
equipment - | would like to
concentrate on modifications.
For example, | have toyed
with the idea of upgrading the
valves in the output stage of
the CD player to premium
grade types along with
improving the clocking of the
digital signal. | have also
thought of implementing the
changes to the KLP| pre-amp
as detailed in a previous
supplement of yours. The
Heybrooks may also benefit
from being upgraded to Mk I
specification. Please could
you advise me if these are the
areas that | should look at
first.

Richard Milnes.
richard.milnes@
reuters.com

You're certainly
heading in the
right direction
with the mods
you mention. I
think you’ll find
the most dramatic
changes will come
from clocking your
CD player and putting
premium grade
components in
KLP1. Upgrading
the Sextets is

also a good idea. If you
have the funds, you could
try bi-amping the
Heybrooks as well - this
will give a much more
dynamic, spacious sound.

Cabling is another area
where experimentation can
pay dividends. We find
DNM'’s Reson loudspeaker
cable (£6.95/m, tel: 01277
227355) works well with
the Heybrooks. The
Heybrooks would
probably also benefit, as
do most loudspeakers,
from being mounted on a
solid base, like a concrete
slab, if they aren’t already.
M

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

Boost your system’s
performance with a pair of Siren
interconnects from the Chord
Company.
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WORLD LIBRARY

VALVE BOOKS

The
Williamson
Amplifier -
D.T.N. Williamson.
Offers practical
advice on how to
build and set up the
amplifier for best
results.

£9.95+ £1 p&p
Code: 1040

Principles of Electron Tubes - Herbert ..
Reich.

A textbook for beginners starting
with the basics of how a vacuum
tube actually works. Shows how
a simple circuit is designed
including amplifiers,
transformers and power
supplies. A must for both
enthusiasts and hobbyists.
£27.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1010

An Approach to Audio
Frequency Amplifier Design -
Seventeen circuits
from 5 to 1100watts
- General Electric

AN APPROACH 70O
Co. AUDIO FREQUENCY
High quality amp. AMPLIFIER DESIGN

Seventeon Ciocots foom 5.0 1 100w rts
designs using

KT66s, KT88s,
DA100s etc.
Includes two valve
pre-amps complete
with phono stages.
£19.95 + £2 p&p

Mullard Tube -
Circuits for
Audio
Amplifiers
= Includes full
designs for
eleven
power and
control
amps,
including
5-20,
using valves. Begins
with a four chapter tutorial on getting
the best sound from valve amplifiers.
£13.95 + £2 p&p Code: 1030

Code: 1020

70 Years of Radio Tubes and Valves
- John W.
Stokes.
Outlines the
evolution of
radio receiving
tubes and the
part they
played in the
domestic radio
receiver. A
reference for
those
interested in the history and development, and
collectors alike.
£19.95 + £2 p&p

LOUDSPEAKER BOOKS

Electronic
Universal Vade-
Mecum - piotr
Mikolajczyk & Bohdan
Paszkowski. This Data
book comprises
5693 valves
divided into 442
groups. A
comprehensive
book which
contains connection details,
operating parameters, load lines and
example circuits. £49.95 + £6 p&p
Code: 1060

Quick & Easy
Transmission Line
Speaker Design
= Larry D. Sharp.
Practical approach
to designing and
building your own
transmission line
loudspeaker.

Includes
design

Code: 1050

examples, equations
and a computer disk (Lotus123) for
Code: 1130

the maths! £10.95 + £2 p&p

Loudspeakers:
The Why and
How of Good
Reproduction -
G.A. Briggs

An easy to
understand book on
building
loudspeakers, using

empirical techniques that pre-date computer
analysis. Strong recommendation for beginners.
£10.95 + £1 p&p Code: 1070

Bullock On Boxes
- Robert M. Bullock (1.
Using Thiele-Small
parameters clearly, it
offers lots of helpful
tables and graphs
to get to grips
with the sizing of
the box and
port of a reflex
loudspeaker.
£12.95 + £2
p&p Code: 1100

Electrostatic
Loudspeaker
Design and
Construction
-Ronald Wagner.
Step by step guide
to the design and
construction of a
full range
electrostatic
loudspeaker, K
including basic
operating principles.
Strongly recommended for those wanting to
either build, repair and/or restore or who are just
interested in
electrostatics.
£16.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1080

The
Loudspeaker
Design
Cookbook, 5th
edition -
Vance Dickason.
This best seller
offers up-to-date
design information for the
home constructor. It uses
modern Thiele-Small
theory and parameters.
£22.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1090

Theory and
Design of
Loudspeaker
Enclosures-
J. E. Benson.
Covers infinite
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baffle, reflex, passive radiator etc. in great detail
with a highly mathematical approach making it
unsuitable for beginners but highly authoritative
to experienced designers.

£23.95 + £4 p&p Code: 1140

Acoustics - Leo L Beranek.
This book ranges

from analogous
electrical circuits,
(important for
modelling) to
microphones,
then
loudspeakers
(sealed,
ported and
horn)
showing

how theory
influences practice in drive units.

In addition it describes the behaviour of sound in
rooms.

£39.95 + £4 p&p

Code: 1120

AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES

Audio Anthologies - When Audio

Was Young

Six volumes to collect, covering one of the most

exciting and important eras of hi-fi. The Audio

Anthologies contain many ground breaking

circuits and theory articles of all aspects of hi-fi
design. A must for true

> enthusiasts.
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Delivery Address:

Expdate - ________________ Name ——___.___

Volume One: May'47 to Dec'49
Contents: 9.5W, 5W and 6.5W 6AS7G amps.,
30W 300B amp., valve FM tuning indicator, 30W
211 power amp., cathode follower amp. using
6V6, an adaptation of the Williamson amp., valve
phono pre-amp., several horn and reflex
loudspeaker designs.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1150

Volume Two: Jan'50 to Jul'55

Contents: Ultra linear 6L6 design and operation
of the Williamson, a direct coupled amp.,
Williamson type amp using 6A5s, 40W 845
push-pull amp., valve phono and line pre-amps.,
valves and loudspeaker damping, design and
construction of reflex and horn loudspeakers.
£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1160

Volume Three: Aug'52 to Jun'S5

Contents: Simple valve phono stage,
transformerless amplifier using 6082, 20W

5881 amp., 10W 6V6 amp., stereo valve pre-
amp., high quality valve phono stage, a pre-
amp for the Williamson, low distortion tone
control pre-amp., binaural or stereophonic,
transistor phono amp., corner horn loudspeaker,
concrete horn loudspeaker.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1170

Volume Four: Jul'55 to Dec'57
Contents: 18W 5881 amp., 4W single-ended
tweeter amp., budget 11W amp., versatile
bass/treble control, transistor theory, transistor
pre-amp., transistor techniques, battery powered
transistor phono pre-amp. and loudspeakers
explained.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1180

Volume Five: Jan'58 to Dec'59

Contents: Stereo valve multiplex decoder, 7W
EL84 amp., vaive active crossover and 20W
treble amp/50W bass amp., monaural, binaural,

ORDER FORM

Signed ______

monophonic and stereophonic explained,
heterodyne FM multiplex adapter, transistor pre-
amp., 60W EL34 amp., high power audio amps,
hi-fi loudspeaker enclosure.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1190

Volume Six: Jan'60 to Dec'61

Contents: Transistor pre-amps., feedback
techniques, the coming of FM stereo, FM
multiplex adapters, Tape recorders; distortion,
frequency response and noise, 120W 6550 amp.,
loudspeaker efficiency.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1200

SOLID STATE ELECTRONICS

The Art of Electronics
- P. Horowitz & W Hill.
An ideal book for
beginner through to
engineer. Each
chapter takes you
from the basic first
principles through
to full design and
practical circuits.
£35.00 + £5.50
pé&p.
Code: 1210

For overseas orders,
please telephone
(+44) 171 289 3533 or
fax (+44) 171 289 5620
for postage rates.

P&P rates are for UK

only

—
VISA |
| —

—_

______________________ (enter codes clearly)
or debit my Mastercard/Visa card (Card NO): -

Tel (Day)

Please return to: W.A.P. Ltd., 64 Castellain Road. Maida Vale, London W9 1EX. ENGLAND
TEWFAX: 0171-221-0691 QR 24 HOUR ANSWERING MACHINE: 0171-266-0461
Please contact us for overseas p&p charges. Allow 28 days for delivery. All orders subject to availability. If further space is required please attach separate sheet.

D Tick if you do not want to be added to our mailing list
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OPERA DUETTO

If a job is worth doing, then it’s worth doing properly. This little piece of
homespun wisdom is as true for a pair of budget loudspeakers as it is for the most
expensive piece of audio equipment. The Duetto is actually the least expensive
model in our Opera range. But when we designed it we did the the job properly.
To start with, we made the Duetto’s cabinet from 25mm thick solid hardwood to
give it high mass, great rigidity and hence freedom from resonance.

Solve the problem of resonance and the job of making a fine loudspeaker
becomes much easier. But that’s only part of the story. Real wood is a beautiful,
natural material, and the Duetto, made by our own skilled craftsmen is a tribute to
the cabinet maker’s art, simple yet supremely elegant.

But the Duetto is not just a pretty face. Top quality components and soundly
applied acoustic principles combine to give a sound rich in detail, space and
warmth. In short, a thouroughly convincing and enjoyable sound.

What do the reviewers say? Four-star rating from Hi-Fi World's Jon Marks with
the words, “A genuinely transparent and musical sound”. Whilst the normally
hard-to-please Ken Kessler of Hi-Fi News called the Duetto: “So luxurious that it
sets new standards for speakers in the sub-£500 bracket”.

If, like us, you appreciate a job done properly, we think you’ll be impressed by
the Duetto. And at £395 for the pair, you might even like the price.

For more information and the name of your nearest stockist contact:

U.K.D.
23 Richings Way
Iver, SLO 9DA, England
Tel: 01753-652669 Fax: 01753-654531
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With its Special Edition
tag, Jon Marks
finds Yamaha’s
£250 KX-580
Special Edition is
a cassette deck to

be reckoned with.

ith MiniDisc looming large
you might rightly expect
cassette to be on the way

out. Sales of blank and pre-recorded
cassettes are, in fact, dropping and new
audiophile tape decks are starting to get
fewer and farther between. Yamaha
have therefore decided it’s time to join
the Special Edition team, hence the
KX-580 SE at £250.

In common with the other members
of the Special Edition club, the '580 SE
boasts specially selected components in
critical circuit areas. One of the most
eye-catching of these is the genuinely
audiophile metallic green Nichicon Muse
4700uF 16V main reservoir cap. There's
also Eina Duorex |l electrolytics in the
playback section, along with a couple
more in the Dolby B/C noise reduction
circuit.

To find out how the KX-580 SE
would fare with pre-recorded cassettes,
| dropped a copy of Heaven 17’s Luxury
Gap album into the Yamaha's drawer.
The transport is obviously one of the
better single capstan types around,
because there was no hint of vocals or
instruments wandering around in the
sound stage as there is with transports
that have poor speed stability.

All the other ingredients necessary
for a hi-fi recipe were there too - bass
that had weight and drive with good
rhythm, clean, smooth midrange and
detailed treble. With its decent front-to-
back sound staging, low hiss levels and
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an innately involving sound the '580 SE
won me over.

Feeding the Yamaha a higher quality
recording - Vliadimir Ashkenazy
performing Chopin’s Piano works Vol
VIII - produced impressive results. Pitch
was sure and steady, giving the overall
sound a satisfyingly solid, tidy character
which made for engaging listening. Tonal
quality was good too, the only flaw a
slight wiriness in the upper registers, as
is common to most tape decks.

Staying with Chopin (Nocturnes,
Vlado Perlemuter) | swapped from
replay to recording, with a TDK MA
metal formulation tape. The KX-580 SE
managed a clear, stable but noisy version
of the original without Dolby S in circuit,
whether tape biasing was set manually
or by the deck’s automatic calibration
system. Switching in Dolby S to peak at
-1dB yielded very good results that were
completely devoid of hiss at the listening
position, The sole loss with Dolby S in
place was a slight constriction of the
sound stage, but this was a small price to
pay for realistic, hiss-free recordings.

Using chrome tapes and Dolby S
gave similarly low hiss levels, although
recordings on this tape type lost some
of the dynamic speed and impact they
had had on metal. Transparency and
spaciousness also dropped a notch or
two, and the chrome glossed over some
of the detail that had come through
clearly on the metal.

Ferric tape, though the humblest of

- ————— -
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formulations, nonetheless worked well
on the KX-580 SE, losing out to its
more sophisticated |[EC Il and IEC IV
brethren in tonal colour and dynamics.
Regardless of the formulation of the
cassette in its drawer, the Yamaha
always sounded very natural, lacking the
papery instability of low quality
transports.

Yamaha's KX-580 SE is an
impressive deck all round. Its sounds
good with pre-recordeds, whether
they're dull or bright, thanks to its Play
Trim, and it makes recordings with
Dolby S that are very close to the
original. You couldn’t ask for more at
the money ®
Yamaha KX-580SE £249.95
Yamaha Electronics
200 Rickmansworth Road,

Watford,
Herts. WDI 7)S
Tel: 01923 233166

WORLD VERDICT @&&®

The '580 SE lives up to its Special
Edition tag with a fine performance in
all areas.

Measured Performance
see plo3
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DEFINITIVE AUDIO

ON A ROAD NEAR YOU

USED ITEMS LIST SALE v r USED ITEMS LIST SALE
Klipsh La Scala £2000 £800 Audion Sterling preamp Cherry ex dem £680 £290
Art Audio Quintet Chrome and Gold £1750 £1000 Audion Sterling power Cherry ex dem £680 £290
Monarchy Audio DIP ex dem £245 £120 Cello Etude passive control unit £1800 £400
Monarchy Audio M18 DAC ex dem £795 £350 sty o | Audio Innovations S800 MC transformer £200 £90
Audio Note ANK (SP) €750 £300 [) W B Audio nnovations $800 MKI £800 £380
Audio Note ANE (SPX) £2200 £1000 EHNIIH-IV 4 Various 6B4G valves new and used £5 to £15 each

Hlurscos| ANK Sleglsrand 33 £ s ’ ) Rogers LS2A2 loudspeakers {work required) £20
DAl eadphones AL £ 4\l Pink Triangle Da Capo/battery power supply ~ £2700 £1500
Audio Innovations L2 £750 £450 A £1200 0
Helius Orion Il tonearm/Audio Note silver/

Gyrodek armboard £900 £250 Casle Chester Yew £900 £450
Voyd Chapel of Rest TT support €450 €50 Voyd TT with Split phase PSU/Ref. Bearing

Impulse H7 Mahogany £250 and Plat £2800 £1250
Impulse HS Ash £800 Allsorts of high end interconnect

Audio Note ANSPX 3m bi wire £5000 £1500 and speaker cables S/H ring for details

Audio Note ANSP single wire set 2m £500 £200 Lots of equipment supports new and

Audio Note ANB 3m bi-wire set £248 £100

Audio Note ANVX/SP 1/C Im £500 £200 " ringfor detalls

Audio NoteANVX Im £450 f16s Hundreds of misc valves from ECCs to 6B4Gs  ring for details

Audio Note M2 line pre £1000 £600 d Various Vitavox pressure and cone drivers ring for details

Audio Note Quest 300B Monos£2750 Lowther drivers ex stock

DEFINITIVE AUDIO

WHERE HIGH FIDELITY HAPPENS
IMPORT/EXPORT
0115 981 3562

Definitive Audio has an established worldwide reputation for achieving sound quality benchmarks. We have a holistic, system
based approach with a strict selection of products from the world’s best audio designers. We serve a national and international
market and provide clear informed advice for all of your audio needs.

LIVING VOICE HORNING WADIA ART AUDIO BORDER PATRCL TEAC MONARCHY SJS ELECTROACOUSTICS NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE VITAVOX LOWTHER

VISA MASTERCARD AMEX TEL/FAX (0044) [0]115 9813562

10/12 Chapel Place ] Tel: 01892 547003
Tunbridge Wells, Kent Sounds Of Musie Fax: 01892 547004

DO YOU BUY YOUR HI-FI ON REVIEWS OR
Q uad DO YOU LET YOUR EARS DECIDE? A'V'I'

A u d i o n If your answer is the iatter then we are the dealer for you. The Trichord
only way to achieve musical satisfaction is to use your ears and
not somebady elses. There is of course same merit in most
B A T reviews but many mamy times over our 33 years experience in the Co Iand
o Bl Rim trade we have found that Hi-Fi bought on this basis has very p
often resulted in disappointment. At SOUNDS OF MUSIC we

Ex pos u re offer a very special tnal service to combat this possible situation Mag num

so the end results will always be your satisfaction. You may
eventually choose a product that was the subject of a very good

M ara ntz review but if you do not agree with the reviews findings. with us Lu m Iey
you ul\\‘u]\s‘ have an alternative route. Listed below are a few of
our special products for this month so i you are in the market for
D_A . C A any of these or indecd. any of our other specially selected lines. T orens
please call us for more details of these and our .\Kecml trial

Aud io Note system. If music is youlrigll;itogigéél}g zgrl;::NDS OF MUSIC is the Teac

WOODSIDE. F 1 der the Radford n: hes H
X.T.C. N ariince. CH e e e e omame these 1op Wadia
: MAGRUM. The lane avaned CIS Biveris here. For the pri :
A € long awalte ayer 1s here. ror the price -
Micro Mega Mgy melon & P Eikos

MAGNUM DYNALAB 108 VALVE TUNER. A new world

[ ] o -
M I c hel I ll’e‘\ir'g.]cl\?ol many solid state amplifier ranges stand out in front by C'A'-r'
a lone way nowadays. These single ended designs do - by miles.
Roland LUMLEYL/M 2 MK 3. This well respected foudspeaker is now Townsend

improved beyond ail expectations. We betieve there aare no
Krel I others to touch this superb loudspeaker under £5K. From £2995

'b“\\‘s Klipsh * Totem * Musica! Teqhnology *Lumley * Graham
. - 0\“@«\ Audio Note ATC /.x.v.|. .VOn thwe|ken i . .
rans |g Uuration °«s" sonus Faber * Pro-Ac * Neat * B&W * Harbeth uaqaio ynt esis
Acousn}g Energy * Promlenade E;Chario * 'Iéanné)y *
1 Aton * R.E.L. " Magnaplanar * Genesis * Etc. Etc. 1
NOttI n g ham An/Lg * 1 months trial exchange * Good prices & free delivery * AUdIO ResearCh
and many more * The widest sange of equipment * Systems from and many more
qeW  LUMLEY  ney

£50C - £100k * Valve and viny! specialist * EIKOS NEW
SILVER 10/4

W
ALL US OR WRITE FOR OU CD PLAYER
BI-WIRE CABLE - FANTASTIC SPECIAL RECOMMENDED SYSTEMS LIST

S
VISA

BEST UNDER £2K
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he future is being
I shaped for us, and
audio buffs have no
excuses not to be there. I
find the prospect of what
lies ahead fascinating and
exciting. I think you will
too. In our news section
this month you might notice
a small piece on Motorola
launching their third
satellite system, Celestri,
comprising no fewer than
606 satellites. Cost? A cool £8
billion or so. Those satellites
are being sent aloft for the
likes of you and me,
because Motorola are out to
build and perhaps
monopolise the means by
which huge amounts of
information can be
transmitted directly to end
users, anywhere in the
world. They seem
convinced this is the place
to be in a few years’ time.
Spurring them on is the
success of the Internet. But
to hi-fi buffs it means the
ability to sample and buy
albums direct, as well as
viewing music videos,
dumping down design
software, finding out
about specialist services
and suppliers world-
wide, and a whole lot
more.
This is the brave new
world of the
information age, being
wrought by big
companies like Motorola,
Intel, Microsoft and, now,
Philips Semiconductors, to
name a few. I suspect
Motorola have seen more
clearly what Philips are
groping to define. But let
me reproduce Philips’
observations, because
although awkwardly written
they are backed by
comprehensive market
research. I have had to alter
some of the text slightly to
turn it from Dutch-lish to
digestible English.
“Emerging computer
based multimedia
applications require the use
of advanced
communications technology
to allow interactions among
multiple users and to allow
users to consume content
created by others. Video
Conferencing, the
combination of graphics
and video technologies, a
trend toward new types of
games and “edutainment,”
the convergence of audio,

HI-FI WORLD

kaleidoscope

video and communications
capabilities feeding into the
larger trend of advanced tv.
set-top boxes: all are a
critical driving force behind
the need for high-speed
communications.

During 1995
approximately 60 million
new personal computers
were sold. According to
Link Resources, an IDC-

Mysteries
from Noel

Keywood

And that is just what
Celestri offers: a very big
and fast communications
channel, being established
for precisely the reasons
Philips elucidate. Not that
Motorola needed Philips to
tell them of course, for
Motorola make the
PowerPC microprocessor
chip that lies at the heart of
Apple Macintosh and other

“New, super-powerful home computers and
an uprated Internet, or similar, will give us

all access to high quality music”.

owned consumer research
group, the majority of new
consumer PC sales were
driven by the need to
connect to commercial on-
line services or the Internet.
This contrasts with sales
trends during previous
years that showed gaming
and education to be the
primary market drivers.
This means the
consumer market for
computers has leapfrogged
from a single-user desktop
focus to network use almost
overnight, leading to the
powerful growth of or-line
services and the Internet.
As on-line services and
the Internet continue to
gain in importance, SO too
will high-speed
communications. A
multimedia
communications channel,
or a very big and fast
communications pipe, will
be required to give desktop
users access to on-line
services and the Internet.”

computers. My feeling is
that they want to out-
manoeuvre Intel to carve
themselves a strong position
in the future marketplace. It
may well be that Intel,
Pentium Pro and MMX are
words on the lips of people
around the world at
present, but it is Motorola’s
new G3 microprocessor and
the Common Hardware
Reference Platform (CHRP)
that will probably make the
running in the near future.
CHRP computers should
be able to accommodate
most operating systems and
the software that goes with
them. Computers are likely,
by the end of 1997, to have
taken another large step
ahead, becoming this time
not just more powerful but
more flexible too. By the
turn of the century
Motorola aim to launch not
just Celestri, but the G4
microprocessor. Using no
fewer than 15million
transistors, it will dwarf

today’s computer chips.

So what does all this
have to do with hi-fi? New,
super-powerful home
computers and an uprated
Internet, or similar, will give
us all access to high quality
music. In fact, Philips’
observations printed above
accompany their new
TriMedia chip, designed to
turbo-charge audio (and
video) processing
within computers.
Already, computers
have provided a market
for the recordable CD
(CD-R). which audio
alone could not easily
do. Now we are being
told rewriteable CDs
are due, and of course
DVD (Digital Video Disc),
which will be able to store
up to 18GBs of information
(30 CDs), is slated to
become recordable too.

This is where audio and
hi-fi are going. Expect to see
a new advanced audio
standard, or perhaps no
audio standard at all. It
could well come to pass that
the coding standard, which
determines audio quality,
will be decided in the
recording studio and you
will simply dump down
music to that standard from
your satellite receiver. Your
computer will then store,
record onto DVD and even
replay that code, or
transform it to suit your
special hi-fi 24-bit D/A
convertor. DPA are putting
the finishing touches to just
such a convertor, which
uses 1/2millien transistors.
So the future is being
created at this very second
and high quality audio is
very much a part of it @
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WANTED

| WA fe fale Wishes to replace
- some of their archives lost 2 years
'ago in afire.

R IR T RIS

photographs, brochures, manuals,
' magazine reviews etc. of any

%We request the loan of old
g“LEAK” products.

Great care will be taken with the
- originals and they will be returned
- promptly.

| Please contact:

| Nykki Daye

£ Wharfedale International Limited,
¥ 30 St. Peters Road, Huntingdon,
Cambs, PE18 7DG

Tel: 01480 431737

{ Fax; 01480 431767
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RINGMAT

NEW PRODUCTS

RINGMAT PLATTER INSERTS

for Roksan & Garrard Turntables
SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS IN SOUND QUALITY
WHEN USED WITH RINGMAT 330 Mkl & XLR
RECORD SUPPORTS
PRICES (post free UK)

1.6mm insert for Garrard 401 & similar platters £4.50
4.6mm insert for Roksan Xerxes & similar platters £6.25

PLUS
EXCITING NEW CD BASED PRODUCT
TO BE LAUNCHED THIS AUTUMN

For more information, or to place an order, contact:

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS
PO BOX 200 BRENTWOOD ESSEX CM15 9FB
Tel: 01277 200 210 Fax: 01277 201 225

THE listening rooms

SALE NOW ON. . SAE
CD PLAYERS

PIONEER PDS904 CD 299.00 149.00 D
THETA DATA CD/LLD TRANSPORT 3290.00 1699.00 D
MERIDIAN 606 DAC 29500 S/
MICROMEGA STAGE ONE 549.99 379.00 D
MICROMEGA STAGE TWO 699.99 459.00 D
MERIDIAN 207 - 295.00  S/H
MERIDIAN 203 DAC 19500  S/H
AUDIO RESEARCH LS3 PRE 1997.00 1095.00 D
TRICHORD PULSAR | DAC 1395.00 895.00
MERIDIAN 506 18 BIT 995.00 695.00
MERIDIAN 500 TRANSPORT 1245.00 875.00
AMPS
QUAD 77 INT 650.00 45500 DIN
MUSICAL FIDELITY PRE 3A - 99.00  S/H
BEARD P50 PWR AMP 395.00 S/H
MOD. SQUAD DE-LUXE 995.00 295.00  SH
AURA AUI00 AMP 350.00 219.00 D
LOUDSPEAKERS
QUAD IOL CHERRY 595.00 416.00 D
MISSION 754 OAK 1498.00 999.00 D
B&W 805 995.00 646.00 D
B&W DM305 349.00 249.00 D
KEF CODA 9 299.00 219.00 D
EPOS S22 1185.00 999.00 D
MONITOR PMC 703 799.90 649.00 D
A\POGEE CENTALUR 795.00 D
TANNOY D500 1500.00 850.00 D
TANNOY 637 499.90 34990 D
TANNOY 636 419.90 295.00 D
LLINN KABERS 1000.00 D
QUAD 77 TUNER 699.90 499.00
AURA TUS0O 259.90 179.00 D
HOME THEATRE
HARMON KARDON AVR 30
PRO [LOGIC RECEIVER 1000.00 750.00 D
ANGSTROM HOME THEATRE DIRECTOR 3495.00 2200.00 D
DENON SYSTEM AVPAI/POAT3/T2
AC3 AUDIO VISUAL SYSTEM 5000.00 3750.00

D=ExDem S$/H=Second Hand N=New

161 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON. SW5 OLJ
TEL: 0171-2447750/59 FAX: 0171 3700192

THE
“C.A.1
Y Y ® SLI SIGNATURE

MK2 PRE-AMPLIFIER

is Here

The Convergent Audio Technology

SL1 has been the worlds No.1, Pre- amplifier for the
last 10 years.
The New SL1Signature Mk11 takes performance to
new heights
“There is no alternative”
Call us now for your nearest dealer

AUDIO REFERENCE

Distributors of : Graham Tonearms, Transfiguration
Cartridges and Magnum Dynalab Tuners
Telephone 01483- 575344 or Fax 01483- 301412
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MUSIC LINKS

Ketan Bharadia lends an ear to three quality interconnects at £40-£60.

IXO0S 102 . £59.95/m.

The Ixos has the feel of an expensive cable and is terminated with beautifully engineered WBT locking phono plugs. Listening to
Stravinsky's The Song Of The Nightingale | found the 102 had a substantial, easy-going sound which, while it didn’t have the
microscopic detail that the other two cables did, was still revealing enough.

Timpani proved that the bass end was up to scratch on power and definition, although a slight lack of transparency here
played its part in constricted sound staging and imaging. Tonally the Ixos did a fine balancing act - it sounded neutral but
possessed a fair amount of tonal colour.

With Dave Brubeck’s Take Five, some subtle detailing was being glossed over but this never stopped the Ixos from being
entertaining to listen to thanks to the combination of
natural flow and rhythmic dexterity. This isn’t the best
cable here but it is sufficiently well balanced to work in
most systems.

Ixos

Unit 2, Desborough Industrial Park,
High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 3BG.
Tel: 01494 441736

NORDOST BLACK KNIGHT £54.95/m.

This is the most unusual looking cable in the group with its flat construction that makes it barely thicker than a credit card.
There's nothing odd about its performance though - it was distinctly impressive.

Listening to Dave Brubeck highlighted the Nordost's sonic traits. Separation was fine, individual instruments being clearly
delineated, and double-bass had plenty of weight, definition and power.

The level of detail this cable came up with was superb. Also rare was the way the Black Knight allied neutrality and
transparency with crisp dynamics in a cohesive mix.

There was a few minor weaknesses in the Nordost's performance. Lower treble was a touch hard, which means warm
partnering equipment would be a wise choice, and tonal colours, while not bleached, were rather grey, especially when
compared to the DPA.

- Overall, apart from its slight hardness, the Nordost is
BLACK KMIGHT an excellent interconnect.

Nordost

Ngm%QQST Unit 7, Aber Park Industrial Estate,
Aber Road, Flint, Clwyd CHé 5EX

Tel: 01352 730251

DPA SLINK TWO £Ul/m.

This four-strand twisted cable is the latest version of DPA’s entry level Slink cable and has a characteristically clear, colourful
sound. Midrange and treble were sweet, smooth and detailed, catching all the subtle vocal nuances and texture. Heavy drum
machine beats and synthesised bass lines were portrayed with plenty of power and authority although they lacked the definition
of the Nordost.

With Dave Brubeck the DPA proved refreshingly colourful, instruments showing a welcome tonal richness. Dynamics had a
natural rather than a forced feel, and rhythmically the Slink Two was spot on.

The DPA is a very enjoyable listen, and while it might not have the control of the Nordost, it wins out over the other two
cables here for its sheer musicality and involvement. Just beware using it in systems that are already bass heavy.

A A ~.

— e a a BB = DPA Digital
‘N'\K- L.,  Unit 7, Willowbrook Technical Units,
A B e — o Crickhowell Road, St. Mellons,

R A g o
ﬂiiii\ Cardiff CF3 OEI.
fowm » ) Tel: 01222 795621
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MARSTON
play 2 AUDIO RESEARCH

are pleased to announce the

Silhouette Series

Digital to Analogue Converter &
External Power Supply Upgrade

“Only shallow people do not judge by appearances”
Oscar Wilde

ALCHEMIST b AVI b HEYBROOK P LFD
MICHELL » MISTRAL P MUSICAL FIDELITY
NEAT » ORIGIN LIVE p ORTOFON

PINK TRIANGLE P ROKSAN b SONNETEER ) ]
TOTEM » TRICHORD ETC Rediscover the true nature of audio

For a copy of our product guide or to

For further details contact:

arrange a demonstration, call us on: Marston Audio Research
Kings Lynn PESD 5.8

Chester 01244 401290 et A ARSTON

Credlt 4

e-mail replay @dial.pipex.com

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

Prism Acoustics Ltd has pioneered the use of Reflective Wave
Technology (RWT) in the design of all our loudspeakers which is the
rasuit of many years research and development into the interaction
batween loudspeakers and cabinst walls to help eliminate standing
waves. Prism loudspeakers are all designed with front battles sloping

which facilitate correct listening angle and time alignment.

See Us At The RAMADA Show Room 1165
Prices start at £222.00

Fer farther Information on onr range of EWT Londspeakers call for an Information Pack:

PRISM ACOUSTICS LIMITED, Prism House, Buncan Street, Banff, Aberdeenshire. AB45 1EQ.
Telephone: D1261 818444 Facsimile: 01281 818555 !5
http://www.prism-acoustics.com E-mall: enquirles@prism-acoustics.com ACOUSTICS LTD
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Nick Tate finds B&W’s unusual looking CDM| stand mounters a rare treat.

ow here’s an interesting little
'speaker. B&W, purveyors of
studio monitors and budget
boxes alike for several decades, haven't
enjoyed the highest of profiles of late.
Give the CDM| a listen and you'd
wonder why. Put it this way;
although it's far from perfect -
what 'speakers aren’t at £600 -
it's one of the most musical
designs I've heard for a long
time.
True, it doesn't look
much next to some of the
latest floor standers, but it's
still a lot of loudspeaker for
the money. Most important
is B&W's famous Kevlar
coned mid/bass driver, which
appears here in 165mm
form. What's so special
about Kevlar? Well, so
strong and light is this
material that it's used in
British Army bullet-
proof jackets! Such
properties also
make it ideal for
loudspeaker cones,
which have to be
both light and highly
rigid for fast, low
distortion sound.

Another
interesting facet of
the CDMI is its
separate, turret-mounted
26mm alloy dome tweeter.
B&W is almost unique in using
this layout, with which it’s had
much success in the high-end 800 series
monitors. At first sight this arrangement
looks a trifle odd, but you soon get
used to it and the crisp, clear imaging
and sound staging it brings.

The essence of the CDMI is
musicality. Those light cones really
respond to what's put into them,
meaning they're highly adept at
conveying subtle musical inflections.
Even next to my reference Mission 752
Freedoms with their superb Aerogel

HI-FI WORLD

drivers, the B&Ws shone. Put on Power
Pop like Dodgy's ‘In a Room' and you'll
be greeted by a huge sound stage that
the B&Ws simply disappear into.

In terms of
overall balance, they're
spot on, with light, fast bass, a clean
midband and open treble. Lee Morgan’s
‘The Rajah’ was great fun - the CDM|Is’
lithe, tuneful rendition of Paul
Chambers’ double-bass didn’t go down
low, but more than compensated with
real dynamics and subtlety. By contrast
the Missions sounded slower and ill at
ease as they struggled stoically to
reproduce the lowest notes. Up the
scale, piano was rich and tenor saxes

raspy but not in the least harsh. Only in

the treble did the CDMIs let the side

down. That metal dome tweeter,

although sweeter and smoother than
most, made itself conspicuous by adding
a tonal greyness and metallic zing. This
is a shame, because it contrasted with
the bass unit’'s smooth neutrality.

Still, all was forgiven on driving
Rock. The way the B&Ws romped
through REM’s ‘Driver 8', capturing
every last dynamic and rhythmic nuance
was a joy. Likewise with Classical,
where their excellent imaging, dynamics
and midband clarity made my old EMI
vinyl pressing of Vaughan Williams’
Sinfonia Antarctica (with Bernard
Haitink conducting the LPO) a
captivating listen. Moving back to the
Missions, it was like the musicians were
on piecework, such was the loss of
emotional intensity.

So, partner the CDM|s with a
sweet sounding front end like Arcam’s
Alpha 8 CD player or a decent
turntable tracking a Goldring

1042 MM and you could love

the CDM|s. Fast and
dynamic but with an
exceptionally smooth, lucid
midband, they’ve a lot going
for them.

B&W CDM|

Highty il slann scundiby

\Q-timﬁ\u:lz woork bass with warny

mmndm
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van den Hul Carbon Cables
Speaker cables PR o B S G N S 2 I
Skytrack Hybrid (biwire)
?Hgg rgnowtrack (biwire)

£9.99+/m

The Cleartrack (biwire)
£12.99'm

The CS122 Hybrid
£11.99m

Teatrack Hybrid (biwire)
£21.99m

The Wind Hybrid
£39.98‘/m
Interconnects
The Source

£49.99 (0.8m)

D10211l Hybrid

£59.99 (0.8m)

The First

£199.99 (0.8m)
Cartridges

from £3450 to £250
Re-tips from £210

For further (01388) 663273 5o Aniind

information call DL14 7YX

CDT-1 CD transport, FRTB clock, silver cable £1250
DAC-] DAC 18bit x8 o/s, twin transformers £1000
PRE-1 Preamplifer, Class A, system remote £1000
POW-1 Power amplifier, 4 channels at 175W £2000

The ultimate listening experience. Indulge yourself. . . call 0181 810 9388



uch water has
M passed under the
bridge since I last

wrote about the state of
my system, probably
because, until recently,
‘state’ was the word that
best described it. The
problem was that I broke
that most golden of hi-fi
rules, ‘Never mess with a
successful formula’.

Why? Because
traditionally, U'd gone for
up-front, in-your-face set-
ups, inevitably involving a
pair of Linn Kans playing
very loud. But events
transpired to leave me
with an overly laid-back
LP12 driving a Meridian
551 integrated - a very
gentlemanly performer -
and a pair of the original,
easy-listening Mission
752s. Beautifully sweet,
subtle and refined yes, but
just a little too close to the
aural equivalent of a
Tamazipan trip.

So, a couple of years
back I began phasing in
some more macho,
steroidally enhanced
components. In came a
brutally revealing Michell
Orbe/SME V front end, a
pair of bigger booted
Mission 752 Freedoms,
and finally a monstrously
powerful Sony Esprit
pre/power. Although each
component was excellent
in its own right, as a
system the results weren’t
good.

With each link being
about as subtle as a
sledgehammer across the
jaw, listening sessions fast
became a Scott of the
Antarctic-like exercise in
human endurance. Any
insects within earshot
were swiftly grounded by
the lethal harmonics
issuing from my ’speakers.

In a desperate bid to
save my ears from
extinction, I changed the
cartridge from Audio
Technica’s forthright OC9
to a nice, soft, fluffy
Ortofon MC15 Super II.
No luck. Window panes
were still cracking at the
slightest clockwise
movement of the volume
control, the neighbour’s
dog looked tortured and
the local bat population
upped and left. Things
weren’t looking good.

Next came another

HI-FI WORLD

S
=
Q.
R
. ®)
)
S

cartridge swap, this time to
Goldring’s silky smooth
1042 MM, while my
treasured silver 'speaker
cable left for six metres of
neutral DNM Reson solid
core. The result? Ermm, a
bit better - there was

David Price

was put into them. As they
screcched and squawked,
not even those superb,
dark carbon-fibre cones
could save the day. But at
last there was a ray of
hope in the distance. By
now, the system was

“After a protracted period of deep
contemplation down at The Horse

and Jockey, it finally dawned on me
that my phono stage was at fault.”

certainly more bass, less
treble and an altogether
more cohesive feel to the
sound. But play a forward
sounding disc and it was
still about as pleasant as
chewing a wasp. In the
immortal words of John
Major, “Oh dear.”

What on earth was
going on? [ know, I
thought, I'll write to an
expert at Hi-Fi World. But
then I remembered I was
one, or supposed to be.
What should I recommend
myself to do? Whatever the
advice, one thing was for
sure, drastic measures
were needed.

To wit, a nice. shiny
pair of Castle Avons
arrived chez moi.
Resplendent in that
delicious Yew finish, they
lifted my spirits. but not
for long. The Castles, like
the Missions before them,
committed the ‘crime’ of
faithfully rendering what

performing very nicely
with everything except
vinyl. Judicious application
of LFD’s sweet sounding
Spirolink interconnect had
worked wonders on my
CD player, and my tuner
and Elcaset weren’t
sounding half bad either.

Couldn’t I just use CD?
Unfortunately no. With
99% of my music on black
plastic, I'd be confined to a
few old magazine front
cover freebies and the odd
CD single.

It was time to get the
old brain cells up and
running. After a protracted
period of deep
contemplation down at
The Horse and Jockey, it
finally dawned on me that
my phono stage was at
fault. Exit stage left my
Sony Esprit pre-amp,
complete with its two
phono inputs, variable
impedance loading and
discrete transistor disc

stage. and enter a World
Audio KLPP1 valve job.

And ves, it is true what
they say about valves.
Drastically smoother and
sweeter, the system was
transformed. Where once
I'd thought my 100watt
Sony V-FET power
amp was the most
frigid sounding amp
known to humankind
now it was
consummately
musical, with a deep,
spacious sound stage,
glass clear midband
and outrageous bass
power. Now that’s
what I call an upgrade!

One of the

delights of combining
valves and transistors
is that each seems to
complement the other.
You can tune your system
very successfully in this
way - if you’ve got
incfficient, hard to drive
’speakers and a problem
with hardness in the upper
midrange, use a valve pre-
amp with a muscular
tranny power amp. Or, if
you want to bring a
sharper, brighter sound to
old-style warm and woolly
valve power amps, you
could do worse than try a
high quality transistor pre-
amp. Of course, I'm sure
our estcemed publisher
would say the only thing
better than valves is more
valves, or bigger valves, or
both. Maybe so, but mixing
the two technologies is a
highly practical and
affordable solution. Try it -
even if you don’t like it,
you'll save on heating bills
in those cold winter
months ahead ®
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list hi-fi dealers

= specia

Oter parcpans inchde: AUDKO RESEARCH, ARcM, 499 RICHMOND ROAD
s ok e wnesk o, EAST TWICKENHAM
it s SO DDLESEX TW 268
SONLIS FABER, SONY, TANNOY, TOL, WILSON at the foot of Richmond Bridge
WHERE DREAMS COME TRUE  "iiCuliimlitli™  Tek: 01818927613
EXPERENCE THEBEST WHOMETHERTRE. e Fax: 0181 802 7749
RarTlg 0% ad k53 e heretroie oot BN
Supparted by ANGSTROM, DWIN DENON, mmwmmmm phahulyishoepogh

HARMAN, KRELL, LEXICON, MARTIN LOGAN, NHT,  Personal overseas orders welcome,
__ONKYO, PIONEER, REL RCF THETA YAMAHA

quotes. UK Mail Order avalable 19 per tten) jmainiand ooyl email us on soundadvice@riversidehifi.co.uk{

-V P4 CHF ST

LONDON W5 5AS
TEL. 081 - 567 8703

JAMC.  Acoustic Energy, Aura, Audiolab, Audiof
innovations, B&O, B&W, Cannon, Castle, Cyrus, Denon
Dual, Evolution, JPW, KEF, Marantz, Micromega,
IMission, Monitor audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
INakamichi, Onix, Onkyo, Quad. REL, Rogers, Rotel}
[Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, Van den Hul

10 - 8 pm Mon., Tues., Fridsy, & Sat.
Late night Thur.. closed Wed.

Two demonstration roams.
Free local defivery and instafation
Repairs and Services

“One of the 5
best hi-fi shops |
in the world”

A
___GRAHAMS HI-FL___

SSRGS,
Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road
London N1 7BS, B 071-226 5500
Ring for a chat, an appointment and a map!

[ ~ INSTANT 0%
FINANCE
| . AVAILABLE
\ SERVING LONDON

FROM BATTERSEA

ORANGES
| & LEMONS

Juicy fruit from London's newest, freshest hi-fihome cinema
retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. All the usual, i.e
friendly and efficient service, free home installation + credit cards.

THE INNOVATIVE AUDIONVISUAL HI-FI RETAILER. ARCAM,
CABLETALK, CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, MARANTZ, NAD,
NAIM, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD., RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE
| STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA.
NOW IN OUR THIRD
| TANGY YEAR.
0171- 924 2040

| 61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11

s_t“_mg ?’83 Fairfax Road
wiss Lottage
LondonNW64DY

07162488556

Monén [O-T5aL 106

 SOUTH con’t

Swockies of: ARCAM ¢ CREEK « EPOS
HEYBROOK * MICROMEGA ¢ NAIM AUDIO
NEAT ¢« REGA » ROKSAN » ROTEL * ROYD
TEAC ¢ YAMAHA

nfidelity

indecently good hi-fi

9 High Suee Wi F
vt Suey KT 4D, Tt 7540 3530
Qpen Toes - St 10.30sm - 7.00pm.

SOUTH WEST

R — —
QUAD 33 CONVERSION
A re-designed rear panel incorporating gold
phono sockets and up-dated selector boards
installed into your Quad 33. Free Ixos leads
supplied with conversion. Other Quad
l modifications available. Also repairs to:
QUAD, LEAK, LOWTHER, BOSE, etc

ACADEMY SOUND (CORNWALL).
BANK HOUSE, ST AGNES, CORNWALL, TR5 OQW.
| TEL(OFFICE) 01872 553317 (WORKSHOP) 01209 711612 |

"'." EXPERIENCE

Arcam * Audiolab ¢ Audioquest » Bang & Olufsen « Chord » Cyrus
I- Denon * KEF « Marantz » Meridian ¢ Mission ® MF ¢ NAD * Quad
 REL * Rotel * Spendor » Tannoy * TDL  Yamaha « Sony.

Award Winning Hi-Fi from stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP

Fax: (0171) 436 4733
Britain's Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores

227 Tottenham Court Road,
N 4 London, W1P OHX.

Adad

® Best place in
town for Hi Fi and

UNILET 9
SRSl Home Cinema

% Three demonstration rooms

% All leading brands

* Interest Free Credit

% Good parking facilities

% Open 10-4 every Sunday

UNILET SOUND & VISION

24-26 UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE MEI14 1ED
Tel: 01622 6162103 Fax: 01622 676123

N
Send or call for your FREE Magazine and Catalogue. BADA B.

Front End Problem?

contact

The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a
leg to get the best - listen to my
Koestsu - and Decca -eater,

Also agents for Croft, Hadcock,
Real Music Co, Michell &
Moth.

plus cartridge re-tipping service

0181 - 688 6565

SPALDINGS

THE SOUTH EAST'S LEADING HI-FICOMPANY

3 DEM ROOMS A.V.
HOME DEMS., 0% CREDIT
FREE INSTALLATION
LINN . NAIM . QUAD . AUDIO LAB
DENON . MARANTZ . RUARK
MON TO SAT 9.00 to 6.00, TUE 9.00 to 8.00
SEVICE DEPT

325-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF
L Telephone: 0181 654 1231/2040 Facsimie: 0181 655 3922

WORTHING AUDIO

20 Treville Gate, W.Sussex BNI11 IUA
(0903) 212133
The friendly shop with the best sound system in the South.
Talk Electronics - Friendly Advice - 3 Year Guarantees
Easy Parking - Open Mon-Sat. 10am-6pm.
Late Night Wed 7.30pm.
Agencies include: Arcam, Exp e, Kinshaw, Naim, Audio,
Marantz, Ruark, Audio Technica, Target, Tripod, JPW,
TDL, Orelle, and many more...........

Best place in

town for Hi Fi and
UNILET Home Cinema
Sound & Vision

#* Six demonstration rooms
# All leading brands
% Interest Free Credit
% Free Parking
# Open 10-4 every Sunday
UNILET SOUND & VISION
38 HIGH STREET, NEW MALDEN,

SURREY, KT3 4BY
Tel: 0181 942 9567 Fax: 0181 336 0820
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hi-fi for grown-ups

ipswich 01473 622866

NORTH WEST

. e — ov ——y
audio e)(cellence 344
TSR
WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS
CHESTER PRESTON
86-90 Boughton 131 Friargate
Preston, PR1 2EE
(01772) 253057

Chester CH3 5AQ
(01244) 34557
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30

CLOSED MONDAY

""" EXPERIENCE

Arcam ¢ Audiolab » Audioquest » Bang & Olufsen » Chord * Cyrus
+ Denon » KEF ¢ Marantz * Meridian * Mission « MF » NAD éuadl
 REL * Rotel » Spendor ¢ Tannoy ¢ TDL ¢ Yamaha * Sony.

Award Winning Hi-Fi from stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP

Tel: (01325) 481418
Fax: (01325) 382982

Britain's Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores

17 Coniscliffe Road,
Darlington DL3 7EE.

Send or a for your FREE Magazine and Catalogue. BADA Bonded

HI-Fl WORLD



°® P ’ SERIOUS KiT
I I HE I rd l ROOM The finest range of Hi-Fi in the
north. Stockists of Audionote,
- " Sugden, Impulse. Pro-Ac,
50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN. TELEPHONE: 0161-832 0688/0161-835 1366 Harbeth, Holfi, Stemfoort, Target,

/4” 0@4’4 0{ So(atd " etcete

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AUDI VISUAL SYSTEMS FsdF il
GLASGOW EDINBURGH NEWCASTLE LEEDS 10-2pm Sun
01412482857 01312200909 01912303600 0113 242 7777 P

Phone: 0161 796 6656
Fax: 0161 767 9080

273 Bury New Rd
Whitefield
Gtr Manchester

« 3 Hi-Fi Studios B804

= Home Trials ﬁﬁ

« Home CinemaTheatse E
sAudio Visual Eyuipment

Co P " dnhouse Service Depanment
*Mail order asvailable
elnterest Free Credit (On Selected ems
Audio Equipment from lcading and specialist APROPe-writen details on request)
brands t%r you to listen to an§ choose from.

Hi-Fi1 for those with
Tel: 01922 493499/473499  an eye for Quality

ARCAN AUDIO LAB CNORD NAIM KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH ALSO-APOLLO AT  AUDIO SLCHEMY  AUDIC OusST GAW  0OSC  BEYER CABLE TALK CrORD COMPAWY CYAUS

CELESTION DPA 'OSURL PEF REFERENCE KENADOO MARANTZ WICHELL MORDAUNT SHORT MERIDIAN WCROMEGA 8GOt MOTH  MUSICAL FIDELATY NAKAMCHI ORTOFGN PROJECT
e ROK AN ROGER: ROTEL. SENNAELLR SonY SUMKO. SYSTEMDEX TARGET TOL~ TUBE TECHMOLOGY VAN DEFMUL  YARANS

P e e e

MUSIC FRANK HARVEY

ff :!!!f'.‘.'::: W
MATTERS Hi- Fi EXCELLENCE

“fane Monng e 1
1 fEllIl||||.""":‘“".l
’ ”[ 163 Spon Street. Coventry. CV13BB Tel : 0203 <z<zoo[ T SEUEATS
Mon 10 30t 9.30 18 5.30. Closed Thursday e
; ; Ws MlTCH MORE Audiolab - Audio Aikchemy - Arcam - Alphason - Bose - Bang

| —

& Olufsen - Colostion - Cyrus - Denon - Dudl - Foundation

THAN HI.FT [ xet: Moontz - Montior Audko - Mission - Musicol Adetty

Nakamichi - Nad - Quad - RoQers - Rotel - Farget
we pRe A Toa ~Tonnay - Tharans - o Den Had - Yomang

LATEST ARRIVRLS _ SADA DEALLR MAROCRDER - EXPOAT - HOME TRIALS
CHORD SPA3200 & SPMI200B PRE-POWER. MERIDIAN 3 Floors. 3 Dem rooms, 3000 sq feet in the pursuit of Hi Fi Excellence
DSP6000 SPEAKER SYSTEM, S65AC-3  SURROUND

PROCESSOR, 557 POWER AHP, 518 DIGITAL PROCESSOR
AND 566 20-BIT DAC.,

ALCHEMIST MAXIN, NEMZSIS AND FORSETI AMPLIFIERS, 9 DOGPOLE, SHREWSBURY, . ——
DYNAUDIO RANGE OF SPEAKERS, EPOS ES22, SPENDOR SHROPSHIRE audio e)(cellence %
AND PRO-AC SPEAKERS, ROYD SQUIRE & DOUBLET Tel: (01743) 241924
SPEAKERS, QUAD 77 RANGE..... Closed Mondays WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS
©® Comfortable listening rooms Bristoll /Cardiff ;
® Home demonstrations available 65 Park Street 134/6 Crwys Roa
CLERRANCE & SECOND @ BashexcHarietweldone Bristol BS1 5PB Cardiff CF2 4NR
HAND SALE @ Free home installation (01179) 264975 (01222) 228565
@ Interest free credit G|°U“TS'efd Sw°hnsse°
OUR VERY SUCCESSFUL SALE NOW ) . 3 . 58 Bristol Roa 9 High Street
MEANS WE HAVE A NEW LIST. ) :;{T;Zf::{'i‘g&g&n Gloucester GL1 55D Swansea SA1 11E
E&,%’:xsé gg 'ﬁé :ESQCnggilﬁg CELESTION, CYRUS, DENON, DUAL, [OTESElIIoREs - 01792) 474608
AVAILABLE. MERIDIAN, MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO, .
QUAD, REVOLVER, ROKSAN, ROTEL, 156 S'd"(f)"] gg;;';gﬁ’;; EARL0RT
PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW OPENING TIMES YAMAHA, EPOS, NAIM, KEF, NAD
TUESDAY TO SATURADY 10am TILL 5.30pm, TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
LATE NIGHT THURSDAY TILL 7pm. i CLOSED MONDAY
Branches at: - y o
@Birmingham : 363 Hagley Road, THE L&»g;gggg_&g&g&gﬁﬁ
Edgbaston, Tel: 0121 429 2811 MC%Amwu&mguxmggN?%vm
. VAMAHA NAD » 0! A MIS3I ATACAMA
8Solihull : 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, snsoLe spaaxe o ICS TCHD L RELDGS
Tel: 0121 742 0254 WE ALSO HA VE FULL DEMONSTRATION OF PROJECTION TV WITH
®Stourbridge : 156/157 Lower i "‘;W’C”mm
High Street ol 01384 44418¢ wRASS ST 1 L esDics
~Demonstrations By Appointment~ e PR g Wt Cysa oy
HI-FI WORLD SEPTEMBER 1997

list hi=fi dealers

specia



list hi-fi dealers

= Specia

Hearing is Believing
Arcam
B&W
cln“ ’ Audiolab
= Castle
= Meridian
10 veare o Freatlend Classé
Rega
55 Main Street, Marantz
Blackrock, Epos
Dublin. Naim Audio
Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 Sony
Open Turs - S31 10 am 10 b pm. REL
Thur - Fri 10 am to & pm

High Quality Audio Valves

CHELMER VALVE COMPANY
ﬂvc P

Buy CVC PREMIUM Hi-Fi valves direct from us.
All valves processed for improved performance.
We also have Stock of MAJOR BRAND types
including :MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, etc
130, New London Rood, Chelmsford, Essex, (M2 ORG
Tel: 01245 265865 Fax: 01245 490064

DNSU

STUDER REVOX

LORICRAFT AUDIO

Required Garrard 301/401. Thorens TD124.
Goldring GL75 any condition or any parts
from new to completely used

Tel/Fax/Answer phone -
01488 72367

/ﬁ

\
atv ) @ Service & Repairs

N

@ Valve & transistor omplifiers

@ Vintage valve Radios

ATV SERVICES
LEATHERHEAD
01372 456921

@ Hi-Fi VCR's

@ Valves Tested

(Lockwood Audia

SPARES AND REPAIRS

DEALERS IN VINTAGE AND USED
EQUIPMENT AND RECORDS

—
ﬂ Callers welcome by ki
appointment
Imperial Studios Maxwell Road
Borehamwood Herts. WD6 1WE
Phone: +44(0)181 - 207 4472

\ Fax: +44(0)181 - 207 5283 /

GT AUDIO

GUARANTEED TOP QUALITY REPAIRS AND
SERVICING ON ALL TYPES OF VALYE AUDIO
EQUIPMENT. SYMPATHETIC UPGRADING
CARRIED OUT USING THE FINEST
COMPONENTS A\ AILABLE.

Also agents For:-CROFT. G.A.T.E.. GRAAF. LEAK
I'ROUGHLINE TUNERS. MONRIO.
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUEL, POSSIELT. UKD
OPERA. UNISON RESEARCH. YAMAMURA
CHURCHILL ACCESSORIES

TEL: 01895 833099

SALES, SERVICE, SPARES
SERVICE & REPAIR OF
A77, B77, A700, PR99 &

36 SERIES
HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER
SERVICED MACHINES IN
STOCK
APPROVED CONVERSIONS
E.M.A.S.

TEL:01246-275479
FAX:01246 550421

For a great sounding Hi-Fi room

/Room ﬂ(-ous“(-s :_semu'.(‘es

provide a computerised postal
Hi-Fi room acoustics consultancy
Full detatls from
ROOM ACOUSTICS SERVICES

Queen  LElizabeth  Way IBARI'ON-upon-HU MBI R
South  Humberside, DNIE 6A) Tel: (01652) 635523

REVOX SERVICE

Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair

Insured Cauriage amanged

Free Estimation

Also:  Tape Supplies
Second User Reconditioned Machines
Spare Pants orders welcome
Free Advice

Ram Tek
Tel: (0181) 207 6159
Fax: (0181) 9531118
Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street,
Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE

;)
Hnctnec

Berel ty tte scnn 1 of your
corert Fi=li syster ?
The Russ Andrews Solution

Don't change it
By improving the quality af crucial components and

upgrade it |

wiring in your equipment yau can achieve results that
will ostound you...and for a fractian of the cost of
buying a new model

Our Catalague contains the definitive selectian of
the Warld’s best Hi-Fi components

Our Upgrade Kits provide instructians on how to
corry aut a vast range of upgrodes

Our Unique ofter-sales technical support ensures
you have access to aur expertise should you have any
queries.

Ta receive our latest informotion and upgrading odvice
just mail, phone ar fax the following address
Russ Andrews Lid., Edge Bank House, Kendal, Westmorland
LAB 9AS, ENGLAND. Tel: 01539 823247 Fax: 01539 823317

—

TECHNICAL & GENERAL

THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST

for the Great Classical Turntable, Arms, Cartridges, Styli ‘

CONNOISSEUR * GARRARD * GOLDRING
LENCO » ORTOFON * SHURE * S.M.E * '
THORENS « WATTS
Al available Genuine spares and our own
re-manufacture of obsolete parts

NO ILLUSORY ‘IMPROVEMENT’ NO
DUBIOUS OR HARMFUL ‘MODIFICATIONS

Cartridges and styli, correct radius diamonds, for early
recordings - 78s & Lps

TECHNICAL & GENERAL

P.0O.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY
Tel: 01892 65 45 34 J

“

Records at Cost

NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs
AT DEALER'S COST PRICE

As a member of the WSL Records at Cost
Service you can buy any brand new CD at
trade price + postage and a small handling
charge from only 50p. Write, phone, fax or
e-mail us now and we'll send you full details of
the Records at Cost Service and how to join.

WSL P.0.BOX 32 ST.LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX TN380UZ
TEL:(01424) 718254 (24 Hours) EAX: (01424) 718262
E-MAIL: WILSONSTEREOLIBRARY@COMPUSERVE.COM

PLUS! WE INVITE YOU TO CASH IN ON A
MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE

CLEARANCE SALE!

[ ————— " MANUFACTURERs |

Tel: +44 1189 833523

L B ASCOON

ODOVERSEAS DISTRIBUTORS required
for the UK ’s leading specialist hi-fi and
home entertainment furniture manufacturer

For further details contact John B.Reddington.
ALPHASON DESIGNS LIMITED

Fax: +44 1189 833567

E-mail: john.reddington. (covirgin. net
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SOLID SLATE

Jon Marks finds out how to bring Shure’s classic
VIi5s 11l MM cartridge up to date with Slate

Audio’s Brazen conversion.

hanks to its smooth, well
balanced rendition and sure-
footed tracking Shure's VI5 [lI

Moving Magnet cartridge sold like hot
cakes in the 1970s. Time and
technology march onwards though, and
the original V15 Il is a little long in the
stylus now.

Slate Audio have come up with a
modified and updated V15 Il called the
Brazen. Taking the standard Shure, they
remove its plastic body and glue a
machined aluminium mounting plate to
the top of the generator can. The flip-
down stylus protector and finger-grip
are pared away to reduce coloration
before the stylus assembly is reinserted
into the cartridge body. Finally, a new
Shure Micro-Ridge stylus is fitted. All of
these upgrades come to a total of £185.
And if you don't already have a VI5 I,
Slate can supply one for £20.

Asking the question, “Dixieland” and
providing the answer, “Certainement”
was a Golden Guinea pressing of The
Left Bank Bearcats “in high fidelity”. In
spite of the LP’s 30-year-plus vintage,
the claim of high fidelity proved no idle
boast, making many modern pressings
sound rather flat and closed-in. With
the likes of ‘Muskrat Ramble’ and ‘Good
News For Bourbon Street’ the Brazen
showed it could swing some frightening
dynamics and still keep a grip on the
record groove even when faced with
trombone and trumpet blasts. This
confirmed the fine tracking ability found
in our measurements. Clarinet was
sublimely smooth next to the throaty
rasp of the orass, proof of the Brazen's
lack of roughness across the midrange
and treble.

HI-FI WORLD

Dynamics of a slightly different
nature came courtesy of
Mussorgsky/Ravel’s Pictures At An
Exhibition. Here the Brazen showed it
was a dab hand at relaying the
emotional thrust of music, its ability to
capture small dynamic nuances lending a
helping hand. Also evident was the way
this moving magnet (MM) design
presents detail in a relaxed, natural way,
rather than in an up-front manner.

The Brazen'’s full tonal range meant
that it did a particularly good job of
telling apart the instrumental strands
making up the orchestra. In this area
the Brazen was similar to Shure’s
VI5VxMR, with which it shares its
Micro-Ridge stylus. Where the Brazen
bettered the very warm sounding £300
VI5VxMR for my money was in its
more even, extended frequency
response which meant it had a more
neutral overall character.

Like the Shure, the Brazen also
packs a fair punch in the bass, as Fun
Lovin’ Criminals’ Come Find Yourself
LP ably demonstrated, bass lines
pumping along vigorously. ‘Smooth’
again summed up the Brazen's general
outiook on music, as vocals emerged
from the groove without any excessive
sibitance or hardness. That said, this
album for one could have done with a
little more raw energy, although it was
still eminently listenable.

Returning to the Classical genre
found the Slate transcribing Vaughan
Williams® Fantasia On A Theme By
Thomas Tallis, replete with background
traffic noise faithfully captured by the
recording. The Brazen was more
obviously at home here than it had been

with Fun Lovin’ Criminals or Bob
Marley.

If you prefer a firmer, slightly more
open sound, albeit one with less tonal
colour and smoothness, then DNM'’s
Aciore (reviewed in July '97) at £175 is
the one to go for. But. considering Slate
Audio’s Brazen is obviously aimed at
existing owners of Shure’s original V15
Ill who are seeking greater dynamic
capability, and detail, and who will
probably use the cartridge in SME’s
classic 3009 tone-arm on a Garrard
301/401 or Thorens TD124, | can see it
going down a storm @

Slate Audio Brazen £185
Slate Audio

47 Gemini Close,

Leighton Buzzard,

Beds. LU7 8UD

Tel: 01525 384174

WORLD VERDICT

if you like the ¥ 5 Il you'll love he

Brazem Works egpeciz iy well in
SME’s 3009 tonsz-arm.

Measured Performance
see plo3
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A REFERENCE GUIDE TO BRITAIN'S MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS.

meet your maker

ACOUSTIC ENERGY LTD 6 Bridge Road.
Crrencester, Gloucester, GL7 IN). Tel: +44 (0}128S
654432, Fax: +44 (0) 01285 654430, In 1988, a year after
the birth of the Acoustic Energy. the AEI was launched
amidst worldwide acclaim. Acoustic Encrgy Led went on to
develope their Reference Series Loudspeakers. also with
grea success. It was this success that bought about the 100
eries, a range of loudspeakers aimed at the more volume-
orientated ‘mid-fi' market. The immediate success of this
Series has provided significant growth for AE. and the
Company conunues to expand and re-invest.

ALCHEMIST PRODUCTS Call us and allow us to
transform your bfe with products from an acclaimed range
of Ampiifiers, CD's and Pre/Power combinations including
such models as ‘Kraken' and ‘Forsett” right through to our
award winning “The Alchemist’ range (Winners 1996
C.O.T.Y. Japan) Unit |. Furzewood House, Cranbourne Ind
Est. Potters Bar, Herts, ENé 3|N. Tel: 01707 664607 (for
enquiries) Tel: 01753 889949 (;or UK Sales) Fax: 01707
664207 (for enquiries) Fax: 01753 889636 (for UK Sales).

ALEMA UK LTD 25 Monufore Road. Hove, BN3 IRD.
Tel. 01273 202637. Audion * Edison * Andersson * (Trade
enquiries welcome for our newly extended range).

APPOLLO The UK based designers and manufacturers of
high quality speaker stands and equipment racks have now
added to !Kelr comprehensive range 2 modular system ideal
for housing audio wisual products and CD storage. Pleasc
send for our free brochure to Zenith Crown Ltd. Tipton
Rd, Dudley, West Midlands, DY 14 Tel. 0121 S20 S070. Fax.
0121 522 {OSS. - All export trade enquiries welcome.

ARCAM Pembroke Ave, Denny Industrial Centre,
Waterbeach, Cambridge. CBS 9PB. Tel. 01223 440964 or
Fax. 01223 B63384. Manufacturers of the Delta 290
Amphfier and the Delta 280 Digital FM Tuner. The two
together producc a sound that has been described as
"subtle and ntriguing” and that prowide "real clout” -
discover this for yourself. For information on not only
these products but also the Arcam CD Players, Speakers.
Cassette Decks etc., 'Phone or write in to request a
brochure - The pleasure ts all yours!

AUDIOPHILE FURNITURE LTD The Square. Forest
Row, East Sussex RH I8 SES Tel: 01342 826262. Fax- 01342
824845, Manufacturers of the patented BASE VIBRATION
CONTROL PLATFORMS AND THE MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM. These Products are endorsed by Hi-Fi
World. Also newly introduced are the RESONANCE
CONTROLLED HI-FI CABINETS which are mulu level
modular design and avadable in various sizes and wood
finishes. Please telephone for more details and a product
portfolio,

AUDIOLAB Cambridge Systems Technology Led, Sprefire
Close, Ermme Park. Huntingdon, Cambs. PEI8 6XY. Tel
+44 (0)1480 415600. Fax +44 (0) 1480 52159, The
Audiolab amplifiers, CD players and tuners ar

ECA DISTRIBUTION Resulting from our own
research and development. The ECA Design Team. has
achieved the award winnmg Vista S/ Lectern S Pre Power
combo (Best Buy: Hi-Fi Choice} and the Vista HD/Lectern
HD Pre-Power combo (Gramophone Audio Chowce 1996
Award) Closely followed by our ECA A2 True Ribbon
Sgeakers and Prisma Phono Amp for “the naturally neutral
chain”, The barest mimmum of wiring in the amps. super
symmetry n the circuits and vacuum impregnated air coils
custom made for the speakers. P.O.Box 3023 London NW2
TRW. Tel/Fax: 0181 998 1086

EMF 22 Beilevue Road. Friern, Barner, NIt 3ES. Tel 0181
361 6734. Manufacturer of Sequel SOw integrated amplifier
and the Crystal D2A converter Amplitfier and DAC, Please
write in for details.

EMINENT AUDIO Distributor of Croft Valve
Amplificacion. Tet 01902 656517. Fax. 0121 681 8772
Mobile 0956 921740 UK. Stockists are: Classique Sounds
{Leicester) GT Audio (London NW) Notungham Analogue.
Purist Audio, The Cartridge Man (Len Gregory - Croydon),
<all for overseas distributors.

FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD Tabor House, Norwich
Road, Mulbarton, Norwich, Norfolk, NRI4 8)T. Tel
(01508) S78272. UK. distributors of FOCAL drive units
and SOLEN (chateauroux) polypropylene capacitors and
the largest ductor manufacturer in the U.K
Comprehensive range of DIY Speaker Parts and Kits, Sub-
Bass and Electronic Filters. “Everything but the wood”
Enquiries should be accompanied by a 38p stamped
addressed envelope.

FULLERS AUDIO 20 Tunbridge Road. Southend on Sea,
Essex 552 6LT. Tel. 01702 612116, Fuller's audio praduce a
range of innovative products. Amplification - al0 single
ended class A semiconductor power amplifier - £1200, b70
a mosfet power amplifier of high standard - £599, prel and
prel + matching pre-amplifiers - £599/£649. geni phono
stage for mm and mc cartridges £299. Loudspeakers -
Pharoah system. upgradable from | pair of cabiets to 3
parrs for truly extended bass, passive/active options £649-
£2499, Sphinx a 3 way floor standing unit £849, Sultan HE..
98dB scosimvity £439, matching Sub Woofer £559, Sultan,
91.5d8 sensitvity £309

IAN EDWARDS The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road,
Harrogate, Yorks. Tel. 01423 500442. Somebody
Somewhere must make better storage units for CDs. Music.
LPs. HiFi. Books, etc. than lan Edwards. BUT untl he
appears, why not send for the brochure showing a selection
of HAND MADE units. To do this please send 3 x 2nd class
stamps.

1PL ACOUSTICS are a long established supplier of high
gzluy speaker kits, componcents and PTFE Silver cables.

ur kit range includes é Transmission Lines and Kits for
A.V. use. available with or without flat-pack cabinets (Plain
or preveneered). Our latest Transmission Line has a spun

internationally ack ledged for their soph: d
maodern design. combined with outstanding sound quality
and flexibihty. There are now 10 Audiolab models which
range from (le famous BOOOA Integrated Amplifier through
to the new 8000CD Integrated CD Player. For full
informauon and details of your Audiolab dealer, please
‘phone or write.

AUDIO PARTNERSHIP The Audio Partnership pic
owns several of 8ritain’s leading quality hi-fi brands,
ncluding Cambridge Audito, Gale Loudspeakers, Audio
Innovations and Ariston. All produts are designed and
engmeered in the UK. and our reputation for innovation,
reliability and exceptional value for money has resulted n
the Audio Partnership being at the forefront of British
manufacturers. ANl products are exclusively available
through Richer Sounds stores around UK and for further
nformation please call free on 0800 “18135S, or drop us a
line at the address below. The Audio Partnership Plc,
Gallery Court Hankey Place, London SE| 4B8. Englxncf

AUDIO SYNTHESIS Manufacturers of the the
outstanding DAX digital to analogue converter. comes
DAX-2. a new Hi-End reference converter able to dig
deeper mto the digital source than ever before! A new
addition to the superb PASSION series of all Vishay
controllers has just been introduced in the form of
PASSION 8. a fully remote controlled uniquely transparent
passive preamphtier, the perfect match for DESIRE. By
word of mouth our DESIRE power amphifier 1s raprdly
convincing listeners, whelther passive or active! New for
1997 15 T&ANSCEND a state of art CD transport with AES,
coaxial, ATT glass and Toslink outputs. Audio Synthesis,
PO BOX 50.Nottingham, NG9 IDZ. Tek: (+44) (0)115 922
4138. Fax: (+44) (0)115 922 970).

CABLE TALK Uit 12, Farnborough Business Centre.
Eelmoor Road, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14 7XA, Tel:
(+44) (0)1252 373434 Fax: (+44) (0)}1252 371818,
Desrgners and manufacturers of British made high quality.
value for money, interconnect and speaker cables. Phone or
fax for a free full colour brochure on our What Hi-Fi? §
star rated products.

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN Liandudno Road.
Cardiff CF3 8PG. Tel. 01222 779 401. Supplies /
manufactures mailorder. high purity silver interconnects,
loudspeaker cables, nternal wires and bespoke mains
cables. Generous two week trial period.

CANFORD AUDIO PLC Crowther Road, Washington.
Tyne & Wear, NE38 0BW, UK Sales 0191 415 0205. Admin
0191 417 00S7. Fax 0191 416 0392. UK's leading
manufacturer and distributor of professional audio
equipment 9000+ products are detailed in a bi-annual
catalogue which 1s available free of charge to professional
users, Next day deliveries when possible.

CHORD ELECTRONICS LIMITED 3 Bower Mount
Road. Maidstone,Kent MEI6 BAX Telephone: 01622-
764874, Fax: 01622-688480. Wc have recently
complemented our highly acclaimed SPM range of power
amplifiers with 2 superb pre-amps - the CPA 2800 + CPA
4000as well as the BBC qualified LS5/12A loudspeaker &
LFS/12 bass extension system. Call us for copies of reviews
that will leave you wanting detarls of your nearest retaler.

CREEK AUDIO LTD 2 Bellevue Road. Frien Barnet.
London NI I 3ER Tel: 0181 361 4133, Fax; 0181 361 4136.
Manufacturers of the 4240SE Integrated Amp, A42 Power
Amp, P42 Pre-Amp, CD42 Compact Disc Player, OBH-8
MM Phono Pre-Amp, OBH-9 MC Phono Pre-Amp OBH-10
IR Remote Volume Control OBH- 1| Headphone Amplifier,
OBH-12 Remote Passive Pre-Amp. New range launched
Spring '97.

DBS AUDIO P.O. Box 91, Bury St Edmunds. Suffolk, IP30
ONF. Tei. 01284 828 926 Fax 01284 828 026. DBS Audio
supply quahity loudspeaker kits designed by Dave Berriman.
The BBS 6. features a custom-butlt 8-inch cast-chassis
woofer with high-power vorce coil, Morel high-power
tweeter, and ready-assembled crossover with van den Hul
cable ICW 630V polypropylene capacitors and bi-wired
with gold-plated terminals. By popular demand DBS4N 15
now upgraded to Mkill (upgrade kit :vmlablel). New designs
are planned. Also. UK distributor for the CLIO professional
quality (but easy to use) PC-based audio measuring system.
Mascercard / Visa accepted.
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bass unit and a superb new ribbon tweeter. For
details send large 30p S.AE. - IPL Acousucs. 2 Laverton
Road, Westbury, Wiltshire, BAIJ 3RS, Tel. 01373 823333

JEM DISTRIBUTION (FI RAX) Springfield Mills. Spa
Street, Ossett. Wakefield. WFS OHW. Tel: 01924 277626
Fax: 01924 270759. Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in audic
wisual racking. High quahity aluminium construction. Finishes
avallable to your choice. Fully adjustable 6mm glass
shelving. sound insulation on shelfffeet. Custom created to
suit your system. Free delivery throughout the UK. For
further information or a free brochure contact JEM
Distribution.

JORDAN WATTS ACOUSTICS LTD Cyntra Place.
201 Mare Street, Hackney. London EB 3QE. Tel. 0181 985
1646. Jordan Watcs Acoustics for Sight AND Sound.

KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH S4 Coach Road,
Quitwood, Wakefield, W Yorks. WFI 3EX. Tel/Fax 01924
870606. "I'd say that the Figaro is the best miniature
speaker | have heard” Audiophile March 1993. Write in or
call for details on our full product range and your nearest
stockist.

KRONOS DISTRIBUTION 35 Farlough Road.
Dungannon, N. Ireland. BT71 4DU. Tel:01866 748632.
Fax:01868 448281. Kronos 1s the UK distributor of some of
the finest Hi Fi products in Europe. These include
Audiomeca digital products and turntables: Lieder silver
speaker and interconnect cables; Pro-Ject turn-tables and
amplifiers; Triangle speslers and elcctronics; and YBA
amplifiers. We also handle Frameworks equipment tables:
Arion valve amplifiers and mains filters and Essex Audio
digrital products from the UK. Please telephone or write for
product details and dealer fists.

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTD | Mayo Road. Croydon,
Surrey. CRO 2QP. Tel: 0181 684 1166. !u. 0181 684 30S6.
One of the largest distributors of electronic valves, tubes
and semi-conductors in the UK. and USA manufacturers.
stock. We specialise in obsolete types including original UK
and USA made audio valves. {elephone or fax for an
immediate quotation.

LFD AUDIO 7 Lancaster Gardens West, Clacton-on-Sea.
Essex COIS 6QG Tek $0I2SS) 422533 Fax: {01255)
221069. Manufacturer of High Qualty:Amplifiers. CD
Players.O/A Converters.copper & Silver Cables. Hand buitc
to the highest standards to give stunning performance &
classey looks. No gimmicks just pure sound Hlfh End
Audio has never been so affordable. News Mystral range
for those who want an alternative to mass produced
products. Top quality looks & sounds at surprisingly
reasonable prices.

LINN PRODUCTS LTD Floors Road, Waterfoot,
Glasgow, G76 OEP, Scotland. Customer Helpline 0500
888909. LINN HI-FI faithfully captures the source signal,
nurturing and protecting it through every stage of the
playback chain. All you have to do 1s listen to decide for
yourself how ?ood a sound you want. Call the LINN
Customer Helpline free for further information on LINN
HI-FI and LINN RECORDS, or to find your nearest retaier.

LORICRAFT AUDIO * Vintage DIY". 4 Big Lane,
Goose Green, Lambourn. Berks. RG16 75Q. Tel. 01488
72267. Specialist restoration of 301's and 401's usin,
genuine spares and re-manufactured parts to original
prisune standards i our newly built work shops designed
primanily for these purposes.

MAY AUDIO MARKETING U.K. LTD Areside
Mills, Cononley. Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD20 8LW. Tel.
01535 632700. Fax: 01535 632887. Distributors of High
Quality audio products from LFD amplifiers, Totem
Loudspeakers, Reference Recordings. Jeckhin Float
Headp Sequence loudspeakers, S amplifiers
and quahty recordings from Proprius. Prophone, Opus.
MAP and Swedish Society. IF ITS MUSIC YOU LOVE,
TELEPHONE OR WRITE FOR LITERATURE.

MICHELL 2 Theobold Street. BorehamWood, Herts.
WD6 4SE. For fult information on our full range of
exceflent products including the Gyrodec, Alecto, Iso. Arfo
and others please telephone us on 0181 953 0771. Michell -
Symbol of Precision

MORGAN AUDIO SYSTEMS LTD A range of
equipment hand built in the UK, consisting of a CD player
/ D.A converter / ntegrateds & pre‘power amplifiers:
The integrated amplifiers are designated 125/250/600.
Priced at £249/£399/£999 Pre-power versions of the
250/600 are priced at £799/£899. The CD player @ £579
& DAC @ £399 offer astounding performance and
complete the 250 range. For further info. please call-
0151 236 7667.

MUSITUBE Prima Links, Yew Trce. Stone House Lane.
Peckforton, Tarporley, CW 9T). Tel: 01829 260503. The
manufacturer of PINK LINK interconnects would like to
thank Hi-Fr World for their excellent review in their
February cdition. All interconnccts are made from high
conductivity silver plated copper PTFE insulated, and are
umquely conditioned. For marl order details of full range
please contact us on Tel: 01829 260503

NO NAME ACOUSTICS 3 Ber House. ISB Ber
Street, Norwich NRI 3EN Tel. 01603 615817,
Manufacturers of distnctive Hi-Fi and audio visual
equipment supports. Some supports look great but do
they improve the sounds? Others sound great but look
like a welder’s bench. Our stands not only look stunning.
but they deliver unbeatable sound qua{uy The range
mcludes multi-tiered stands, isolation tables, wall
mounted shelves and speaker stands all available 1n 4
striking fimshes. A sight for sore ears.

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE STUDIO Tck 01773
762947, Design and manufacture of quality anaiogue
audio. We're in the business because we realise how
important music 15, Our turntable arms and cartridges sell
the world over a commitment to providing all our
customer's with the best of analogue. we love music

OPUS 3/ PENTACONE 4 Cross Bank Road. Batley.
W.Yorks. WFI7 8P]. Tel/Fax: 01924 445039. Na(ural{y
recorded music on CD & LP. Three dimensional. Dynamic
& Live. Plus dynamic equipment to play 1t on, including a
concrete turntable and speakers, linear tracking arm,
unique cabling system and valve amplification. WE WERE
AT THE RECORDING SESSION*

OPTIMUM INTERNATIONAL 2000 "A beautiful
and stunning range of support systems for both hi-f and
audio visual equipment. Manufactured in the UK. for the
new millenum. Comprising stylish toughened salety glass
and stainless steel support rods, these products provide
both visual and soun: performance. The new Premier
range 15 totally modular and therefore totally flexible.
suiting the needs of all customers. All models are fully
spiked and flat packed for ease of transportation. Please
call for further :eulls. Tel/Fax. +44 (0) 1274 S83249.

PLATFORM 7 High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for all makes of equipment
RACKS/STANDS. An elegant way to UPGRADE. Improves.
clarity: better BASS control 3 Abbotts Drive. North
Wembley, Middlesex HAO 3SB. Tel- 0181 904 2646. Also
NEALGAR DISTIBUTION Tel/Fax 01296 24756

P.M. COMPONENTS LTD Are the speciahst
component company for high end audio cnthusiasts. Also
carbon tubesfaudio valves. Major stockists for Golden
Dragon, Mullard, GEC & Tecnix valves plus a vast archive
of vintage twbes.

PRISM ACOUSTICS LTD Prism House, Duncan
Street, Banff, Abcrdeenshire, AB4S | EQ. Tel. 01261
818444, Fax 01261 8185SS. Hetp:/ www.prism-
acoustics.com E-mail: enquiries@prismacoustics.com
Prism Acoustics Ltd. Has pioneered the used of Reflective
Wave Technology (RWT) in the design of all our
loudspeakers. Contact to find out more!

PREMIER MARBLE LTD Uncover the true sound
quality and potential of your system. Use the natural
benefits of granite and marble. These natural materials
offer better base definion. clarity, and natural sound
staging capabilities. CD/Turn-table platforms, custom
made stands. shelves or anything you desire cut and
p;hshed to any shape or size required.Tel: 01603
721995

REL ACOUSTICS North Road, Bridgend Ind Est
Bridgend. Mid Glamorgan, CF31 3TP. UK, Tel. 01656 768
777. wnternational +44 656 768 777. Fax. 01656 766 093
international. +44 656 766 093. The UK's only specialist
sub-bass speaker manufacturer. "The only one that
works®, Get your dealer to give you a home demo and
find out what the fuss 15 all about.

REL, HARMAN AUDIO Unit 2, Borehamwood Ind.
Park, Rowley Lane, Borehamwood. Herts. WDé SPZ Tel
0181 207 S0SO. Fax 0181 207 4572 Sub Base Systems -
Rel Strata, Stadium, Stentor. Studio.

RDE TANDBERG Hi-FI SERVICES Holly Tree
House, The Green, Full Sutton. YORK YO4 (HW. Tel
01759 37279S. The scrvice. overhaul and reconditiontng
of all Tandberg hi-fi products regardless of age

RICHARD ALLAN AUDIO Bradford Road.
Gomersal, Cleckheaton. W Yorks. BD19 4AZ. Tel. 01274
872442, Fax 01274 86993S. Manufacturers of very high
quality loudspeaker enclosures and drive umits. Examples
bewng the £270 RAB series 2 as supplied to the BBC and
the 5* reviewed Minette 2 at £120.

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS Ringmat
Developments, PO Box 200. Brentwood. Essex CM1S
9FB. Tel: 01277 200 210 Fax: 01277 201 225. Ringmat 15
the first support for a record on a turntable platter to be
properly designed and 1s now the leading turntable mat
for the discerning hstener. It can be used on almost alf
turntables. It cven sounds great with 78'st RINGMAT 330
was born m 1992 and 1t's Mkll successor in 1994, They
have both been acclaimed around the world by record
lovers and hi-fi and record reviewers for their outstanding
performance and cost-effectivencss. The NEW XLR
VERSION of the 330 Mkil. at £47.50, improves
performance sull further.

SHEARNE AUDIO P O BOX 22, Stevenage.
Hertfordshire SG2 8HF, England Tel. 01438 7409§J
Following the highly acclaimed Phase 2 integrated. by
adding (f\e Phase 3 power amplifier and bi-amping,
Shearne Audio are continuing the design philosophy of an
upgradable system through the range. Introducing the
Pgaxe 6, a superbly musical. specialised pre-amplifier
aflowing owners of the Phase 2 or 3 or both to upgrade
their systems to highly specialised levels, also the
introduction of the Phase S, 100 watt Monoblock. These
atong with the phase 6 pre-amphifier can be used via
Phono inputs or balanced mode giving even greater
versatlity,

SONICLINK The Derwent Business Centre,Clarke
Street.Derby. DEI 2BU Tel:4+44.01 332.361390 Fax.+44.
0|]]2-2988;6 SALES HOTLINE --07.00-CABLE(0700-00-
22253)Make the World's Finese HI-Fi Cables from the
Highest Quality Materials SontLink SILVER PINK SonLlink
VE%‘MILLION Interconnect SoncLink AST200 x 2 BiWire
Speaker Cable Sonic Link VIOLET Interconnect. Plus
many more. Please ring for details.

SOUND BYTES High density filler for both Speakers
and Stands that maximise performance. Available mail order
from Colin McKenzie's Hi-Fi Corner (0131 556 7901) E-
mail heep:/fusers.colloquium.co.uk. Sull only £19.95 + £S
P&P. Sec our mam advertisement in this issuc for more
information

SOUND IMAGE UK LTD. S2 Miton Road. London
Swi4 BJR Tel 0181 -255-6B68. Importers and distributers
of the finest audio equipment. featuring the stunning
Bou.lder 2,000 serics and the complete range from
Norwegian manufacturer Electrocompaniet.

SPECTRA DYNAMICS Tel: (01745) 360070 Fax.
(0174S) 360086. Spectra Dynamics make 2 range of
groduus to suit the connoisseur and DIY enthusiast
roducts include Deflex Acoustic Panels. the simplest and
most cost effective way to upgrade your exisung system.
Isolation Feet, Damping Sheet, Sealing Strip, Gaskets etc.
For a FREE information pack and detatls of other products
please telephone or fax

] E SUGDEN & CO LTD Valley Works. Station Lane,
Heckmondwike. West Yorkshire, WF16 ONF. Tel. 01924
404088. Manufacturers of hand crafted audio products. "A
world of Music®. Call or write in for nformation on our
SDA-I Digital to Analogue Converter, SDT-I CD Player.
A2la Class “A™ Amplifier. A2SB Integrated Amplifier, A48
Integrated Amplifier, AuSlc Pre Amplifier, AuSip Power
Amplificr and more

TALK ELECTRONICS Unit 12, Farnborough Business
Centre. Eelmoor Road. Farnboroufh. Hampshire. GU 14
TXA Tel: 01252 378838. Pleasc ring for detalls

TARGET AUDIO PRODUCTS PLC Britannia House.
Leagrave Road, Luton, LU3 IR). The Audio equipment. rack
and speaker stand specsalist. For information on our
products please telephone or write.

TECH-LINK dustributes some of the best performing hi-
fi and afv accessories currently avaliable m the UK. These
inciude: Puresonic. best known for its range of high
performance interconnects and connectors. and cable
adapters for a wide variety of hi-fi and a/v applications n its
range, Tech-Link's own brand Switch Boxes arc the perfect
solution to multiple applicavions - for example. its tighly
acclaimed TAS-| 15 a very pracucal and inexpensive way of
switching your speakers between hi-fi and home cinema
systems, and Shark - a range of very exclusive high quality
cables. interconnects and connectors.

For more information , contact Tech-Link at Units 172, 76a
Farnley Road. London, SE2S 6NX. Tel:0181 771 8388, Fax:
0181 771 1840.

TEAC S Marlin House, The Croxley Centre, Watford
WDI 8YA. Tel: 01923 819630 Fax' 01923 236290. Teac
has alrcady estabhshed a wirtual world-dominance in the
manufacture of precision recording equipment and data
storage products and the company is now turning its
ateention to its core hi-fi and audio related products. The
Tokyo Electro-Acoustic Company {hence TEAC) was
formed 1n 1956. Over the years TEAC has produced some
of the world’s most outstanding recording equipment,
including many excellent affordable home cassette decks
(for which the name TEAC became almost synonymous)
and by the ume of the dawning of the digial age at the
beginning of the 1980’s it was internationally acknowledged
as a world leader 1n audio technology with a string of high
fidelity firsts to its name 1997 saw a sigmficant turning
point for TEAC with the launch of a superb new mini-
system. 2 newly devcloped VRDS mini CD player and a
British designed CD player.

TRICHORD RESEARCH LTD Following on irom the
highly acclaimed CD clock oscillator modifications the
Pulsar Series One digital to analogue converter. This unique
design 15 part multbit and part bitstream to give absolute
hinearity over an extremely w de dynamic range. Swatchable
between 18 or 20 brt resolution this converter wili become
(h7e] s;andard for CD replay. For details telephone 01684
$73524.

WILMSLOW AUDIO. S0 Main Street. Broughton Astley.
Leicester LE9 6RO. Tel. {01455) 286603 éal, (01455)
28660S. “Extensive range of Drive Units and over 30
different designs of self-assembly kit. Drive units include
those from KEF, Dynaudio, Audax. Seas. Peerless,
Scanspeak and Morel. Everything required for the
loudspeaker Builder, and facilities to listen to the kits in
built up form.”

SERVICES &
CONSULTANTS

R. f. FLETCHER AUDIO VISUAL Tci: 01209
612260 Fax: 01209 710777. AK.G.. Audio Innovations,
Audio Analysis, Atacama, Audio Mech, Audionote,
Audioquest, Audio Technica, Beyer. Cable Talk. Denon,
Foundation, Goldring, Harman Kardon, Impulse. |BL. |PW,
Klipsh. Micromega. Monitor Audio. Musical Fideliry, NAD,
Nakamichi. Onkyo. Ortofon, Precpuion. Project. QED. S.D.
Acoustics. SME, Sonic Link, Soundstyle. Sugden.
Target. TDL. Teac. Triangle. Trichord, Vivanco.

STYL)

MUSONIC UK LTD Specialist manufacturer & supplier
of replacement & original styh for morc than 40 years.
Over 600 (xpes stocked with many obsolete - 78 versions
avadlable. Also pick - up cartridges, record, tape, Cd
accessories. Why not try us & hear the difference!! Trade-
Export enquiries welcome. Tel/Fax/e-mail your
requirements to. - Unit 2. Second Way, Wembley.
Mﬂdlesu. HA9 OYS. Tel 0i81 903 7067. ;ar 0181 903
4607. e-mail: musonic@compuserve. com

—
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by Haden Boardman

f all Thorens' turntables, the domestically acceptable deck, which had  be purchased just as a chassis, for
O poor old TD 25 has had just a die cast chassis floating on springs custom installation in something like
about the hardest time finding  attached to a metal base, mounted in a SME'’s 2000 plinth system.
a new owner. The baby TD 150 is small, wooden plinth. In addition, it could An arm board is bolted on to

the side of the cast chassis, and
fitted to the deck’s underside is an
electronic power supply to feed
the motor. As on the earlier
TD |50, the platter comes in two
pieces, with a heavy outer platter
sitting on top of the smaller sub-
platter. The main bearing is made to
a very high standard, much better
than that of the little TD150. Under
the sub-platter are stroboscopic
markings, reflecting back to a little
inspection window at the front of the
deck to allow speed adjustment.

neat and very simple, the legendary
TD124 is just that, a legend, but
hardly anyone had time for the deck
which replaced it. This is a shame,
because the belt drive '125 is a very
underrated disc spinner, and capable
of quite a lot more than relegation to
one of hi-fi's ‘has beens’.

Following the '124 was always
going to be a tough act. Love it or hate
it, along with one or two other decks
like Garrard's 301/401, the '124 was
the top turntable of the 1960s. In
the TD 125 Thorens created a
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DENMARK
HONE THEATFE

F \ Stage 3 h
DeNova.

% PROLOGIC ™™

DOLBY SURROUND

PRO  LOGIC

AV 3 Main Functions:

e DOLBY Pro-Logic Surround

e DOLBY 3 Stereo

e DSP (Digital Sound Processor) with
5 modes

e Motorised Volume Control

e 400w total power output makes it no
nonsense movie machine ‘,ﬂ

DENOVA AUDIO (DK) ApS
BRANSAGVEJ 16-18 DK-9490
PANDRUP DENMARK

Tel: +45 (98) 24-6766
L Fax: +45 (98) 24-6765
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The TD125’s platter is a two-part affair, the smaller
sub-platter carrying the markings for the stroboscope.

As far as controls go. the '125 has
an electronic speed-change switch (with
a rather irrelevant |6rpm setting), a
pitch slider located below the window
for the strobe light, a mains power
switch and, on decks
fitted with Thorens’ own
arm, a cueing control.

Sound-wise the
TDI25 has some very
good qualities. It is a
quiet deck and can reveal
a lot of low-level record
groove information. In
stock form, with its own
arm and base, the sound
is neutral, although it
errs on the side of
‘polite’. The '125 is no
fire starter - if you want ultra-dynamics,
then look elsewhere. But for long-term
listening it is very smooth and fatigue-
free.

| find its main flaw is in the bass,
which is a bit restrained. Someone who
listens to a mainly Classical repertoire
might not find this too much of a
problem, although Techno-heads
probably will. Where the '125 scores in
a major way though is in the amount of
detail it digs from the grooves. It can
resolve the tiniest of subtleties and, for
the money these decks command
second-hand, must be taken seriously.

In service the Thorens is extremely
reliable. Only decks that have been
fiddled with should be left alone. The
biggest pain is the pitch control slider. It
has a habit of getting bunged up with
dirt and nine times out of ten will need
a good clean with a proprietary switch-
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cleaning solvent (if you can get it,
use the Philips cleaner in the
silver/black can with the orange
top). The other regular service
item is the belt, and, as with
every other belt drive
turntable, these need
cleaning/replacing pretty
frequently.
| have seen TD125s ‘mauled’
quite badly, especially in the
electronics where the presets on the
printed circuit board have been
maladjusted. Make sure, if buying
one, to check that it is running at
the right speed on both 33 and
45. Any faults are liable to be connected
with the pitch control slider.
This deck really does benefit from
some minor tweaking. As with all good
turntables, a proper stand such as those

M
—— s
TN
+

Thorens’ TD|25s rarely go wrong. The only area where faults tend to occur is in

the pitch control slider.

from Mana or Sound Organisation is de
rigueur. While the '125 does have
pretty good isolation, the relatively
high-mass sub-chassis working well
against the springs, it’s even better if the
boat is not rocked in the first place.
The ribbed rubber mat should be
relegated to the dustbin immediately.
There are three main
replacement options:
1) Glass mat. Not to
everyone's taste, plus
it will be necessary to
re-adjust arm height
and suspension
springs, but it can
sound very good.
2) Felt mat. This is
the easiest to fit,
but the least
satisfactory
sounding.

fegt‘ﬂ?é

3) Cork mat. Buy some thin cork and
glue it to the platter with silicon sealant.

If you decide to stick with the
original arm, you'll need to replace the
lead-out cable and phono plugs. This
isn't difficult - the terminal strip is
located on the underside of the arm
board and anyone with basic soldering
skills can manage the swap.

The original arm is not quite as bad
as you might think from its spindly
looks. Sure, it isn't the last word in
rigidity or low coloration, but it is quite
usable. Something like a Pickering XV-
I5 or Roksan Corus Black will work
pretty well in it.

There is no doubt the original arm
is the deck’s weakest link though. But as
for a good budget upgrade, it is difficult
to recommend anything specific. The
Rega RB250/300 don't really work in
this deck. You could try
hunting down a second-
hand Alphason, Helius or
Linn arm. Just avoid any
overly heavy items.

For the money, | can't
think of another second-
hand player which offers
so much for so very
little. Even in untouched
‘plug and play’ form, the
"125 will beat most new
decks up to the £300
mark. And with mild
tweaking, it can really compete with
decks up in the high hundreds. A
complete TD 125 with arm and base will
change hands for about £120, less
armless or as an unmounted chassis.
For that it just cannot be beaten @

Thorens’ own arm might not look too impressive but it can sound quite good
if the lead-out cable and phono plugs are replaced.
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SOUNDS UNREAL!

DISTRIBUTOR’S BLOW OUT SALE

An opportunity to purchase some of the world’s
finest audio equipment at rock bottom prices!

TUBE TECHNOLOGY  LisTs sALE
Seer Line Level Pre Amp 935 395
Seer Phono Pre Amp 1,000 435
Unisis Integrated Line 2,300 935
Unisis Integrated Phono 2,400 995
Unisis Power Amp 1,900 795
Genesis Mono Block Power Amps (pair) 4,700 1,935

Electronic Bias Meter for alignment - 50

Pink Triangle LISTE SALE

DaCapo (base unit only, requires filter) 1,400 700
BNC/BNC Hi-Q interconnect cables for DaCapo 25
BNC Re-clock input module for DaCapo - 49
Toslink input module for DaCapo - 69

Cordinal CD Player (includes 18 bit filter) 1,680 840 121Nk

“The sense of realism it

18 bit filter - 99 E confers to music is quite
. i simply the stuff dreams are /7;
Ventricle Speakers (Cherry) pair 1,170 585 made of” Audiophile Lt S /

“An award winning range of products designed and built to the highest standards”

Spendor speakeRs in pairs LISTE SALE  ‘“the deliciously
smooth and
beautifully
Spendor 2020 Bookshelf Speaker 399 199  projected vocals,
delicately

Spendor 2030 Floor Stander 599 299 performed treble
and rich and
Spendor 2040 Floor Stander 899 449 fruity bass were
a real treat.”
Dominic Baker,
Spendor 2040 AV System (2010, 2020 & 2040) 1,547 749 Hi-Fi World

Spendor 2010 Centre Speaker (single) 249 124

Spendor 2030 AV System (2010, 2020 & 2030) 1,247 599

Prices include VAT and are subject to carriage/insurance. Payment by Access and Visa credit cards welcomed.

Tel: +44 (0)181 460 7299 or Fax: +44 (0)181 460 0499




WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS

Affordable Audio - (Northampton)
Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists

168 Wellingborough Road Northampton NNI 4DU

Tel / Fax: (01604) 231261 Mobile (0370) 877893

A selection of our ever changing offers for sale Equevalent A selection of our ever changing oflers for sale Eqm*l A selection of our ever changing offer for sale EM Sale
{all fully guaranteed) New Prce Pvim (ll fuly guaraneed) Prie (all fuly garaneeed) Pnce
AMPUFIERS Philips (D160 (vge) sth - 6995 Tandberg TCR 310 top loader (g.c) s/ 49.95
NAD 3020 Int. (original) 2 in stock (gc)  s/h 8995 Sony (DP 791 remote (vgq) s/h - 12998 OTHER ITEMS
D 301 It ‘i Uh 15000 9995  Dedon DID 615 remote (mint/as new b 20000 12995 wonarchy D e Buster g sih 25000 12995
Mission C s bt e sty sh 25000 11995 Rotel 943 KX remate (minc/as new) h 23000 149.00  Sony MDR IF 610K infra- red
Anolher rus One (steed) (fc) vh 25000 13995  Technics SLPB remote head hones (;mmln new) s/h 18000 89.95
Meridian MCA Int. (vgq) s/h 199.95 (heavy ""‘a’)"‘) (g9 sho 479.00 149.9% N S Bi Phonic processor (gc) s/ - 3998
Various line modules for above (vge) sth §9.95  Yamaha (D 4 s/ - 899 AD 910 pre/processor Dolby
Husuul Fidly BI It tgc) sh 25000 14900  Arcam Deha 102 xnot (g¢) s/ih 70000 19995 pro yosic (mint/as new) sth 400.00 199.95
re amp inc nmo(e control station (vg) /h 86300 54995  QED Digiv/Positron psu (vgc) sih 24000 9995 Micro ki Electret headphones (g.c sk - 50.00
Bl 0o Int. (vg Jh 3500 17995 LOUDSPEAKERS Sony EQR 500 Electret headphonts, (gc). h 6995
Michel Argo/Hera pre am (ml nt s/h 850.00 495.00 SSAl minimonitors {ming 450.00 24995 Ortofon MC20 supreme moving coil cartridge
Pioneer YSA 303 Dolb re Logic Int amp s/h 179.9% Tannoy 625 ALF 100 watt active approx 20 hrs use from mwimmt) s/h - 450.00 250.00
Yamaha AX 300 int. {vg s/h - 7995 sub woofer (mint/as new) s/h 600.00 349.95 Target twin shellf turntable wall
Aura Evolution Int, }mmtlax new) s/h 33000 199.95  Tannoy 635 dual concentric drivers upport (go? s/h - 8995
Naim NACT2/NAP140/Hi-Cap in Rosewood (mint/as new) s/ 450.00 349.95 Target N40"column stands (new) . - 4150
&uﬂf size latest style ﬂmln new) s/h 2081.00 139500  Tannoy 603 bi-wire inc dedicated Target Wall LS. brackets for
dio Research D240 Mkll povm amp stands (mint/as new s/h 210.00 149.95 SA/Pro-Ac Tablettes etc (vge) st 39.95
2 x 120 watts (mint/as new) s/h 3200.00 1795.00  Infinity Reference 10 (mint/as new) s/h - 169.95  Linn Index stands (2 pairs in stock) (vgc) s/h 69.95
Rogers Cadet [II' Int. valve amp Ruark Talisman Il (mint/as new) sh 800.00 495.00 Phifips infra Red
Xax new condition) (nice) s/h 149.95  Mission 700 Leading Edge (vge) s/ - 99.95 headphones (new) (ex dem) 49.95
Hudlobllnnkt;vauon; Ind audio valve o0 T ) Ir(h?u(o:d 7l"4| t(loor)mndm (vgQ) 35: $00.00- 23‘;3?
onoblocks {triodes) (vgc I ) ef Coda IIl (vgq s - 99!
(irodes) {vc) TURNTABLES st Warvick (ming) gh ue 1399 Wanted...Wanted...Wanted...Wanted
NAD 533/Nagaoka MP.11 G oh 27000 159.95 Celestion 5000 ribbons/QED All types modern (ish) valve amplifiers
Thorens 101 35/hega RB2S0/Goldring Elan ivg) s - 13995 InStands (minv/as new) o/h 1100.00 399.95 SM.E. tonearms (all models)
Thorns TDIZ8/SHE 3009 fied head Ortolos R Hordauathor I ShT/tands Rega IVl urntables
VS w s/h - sy, (,? mlaxs; ")HS 35 Ti g: :333? Late model gRevox reel to reel recorders
i ordaunt Short 1 (v - 5
Tt e k)t o 15995 Heybrook HBI (black) (m.mf sh 2000 1399 Urgently Required
Arcam 77 (black) (vgo) P s/ 12995  Heybrook HBI """"? {vge s 280.00 129.95 Your hi-fi seperates particularly Naim Audio {pre-
Thorens TDI4S Il)canndge sver pinch) sh 29851 fieck MR Lok () éh - 1083 power combinations) Quad (anﬂ %)Musu:al Fidelity
anorsn‘s (Tz‘lggm(l am/Ortofon " T {amo o 70/;&»«‘ SJI&H ) oh 33000 16995 {amps/CD Players) Linn {tumtables/Arms/
NAD §120/0rt n'( g0 oh 7995 Event 20 20 150 watt direct field Loudspeakers Almost anything British/American
Pioneer PLI2D/Elan (v sh 39.95  monitors/silk domes etc (f cJ {ex dem) 50000 399.00 (ash Waiting/Part Exchange Very Welcome
Sl O 5 %0/0raon o Rl UG = B We also stock compact disc/Vimg Records
Y452 caridge (o h 199.95 A 104 Hark One (iak) (nig) h 149.95 i i
Duniop Sy TUAD.C /oo (1) I Sentor K () st e S
Thorens 10320 Ii/arm/H¥ cant (ming) sho 45000 1995 (mmaculate oh n.% Ml lEguipmenglliltulyAWarranged
Onigin/Syrinx PUYAT coil) {vg gh . 19995  Abison (D7 floorstanders (black) (vgc) sh 38000 18998 All Major Credit Cards Accepted Including
Project One/Ortofon 510 mmtl sh 20000 12995  Mfison Micro (new) fex dem) 9500 1500 Mail Order
Logic Tempo/Datum IIISuIton P10 (mint) s/h - 29995 Alison Ref 4k (newg {ex dem) b 170, 00 149.95 sinale Soeaker Dem. Room
COMPACT DISC PI.AYERS Acoustic Research 132 (mint) st 99.9% gle Spea .
Sugden ST DI remote (mint/as new) 0.00 695.00 CASSETTE DECKS/REEL TO REEL (We can ;:“ yo:i- equnpr'rem :’or f:: °dne° ‘|°m"““l°n
Marantz (D 52 SE remote (vge) Jh 35000 12995 WD 600 (g q he 6995 ekt oaing daily, tails)
Denon OCD 600 remote (vge h 9995 Teac MSD op loader (g) sh - 4495 Remember, stock is changing daily, phone anytime
Nakamichi (04 (vgo) Jh 35000 19995  Akai XISOD el o e (5 st - 1898 for an update!
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Stereophile “The most natural amp I've used.”
D.AS.

J.G.H. “... the most accurate amplifier he's
heard. The highs are smooth but not sweet,
the midrange was nothing short of
remarkable, the S00AE (M) has a superbly
powerful well defined and extended bass.
Highly recommended.”

LL. §S. JGH. would argue for class A rating for
the 500 AE(M)

Boulder

SOURCE

MUTE

Bouldet Ampifors
Runge from the 102\
#1£3200 to the SOOM
at £5000 with
riatehing pre.amps
tha L3AE at £2100 to

IAN EDWARDS

THE OLD CHAPEL

282 SKIPTON ROAD
HARROGATE HG1 3HB
'PHONE: (01423) 500442

s: .’.'/

|
I
I'h
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the LSM et £3800

Sound Image UK Ltd
52 Milton Road London SW14 8JR

Boulder

Tel 0181 255 6868 Fax 0181 255 6869
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f/ \\ High End has never been so affordable

MAKE YOUR REGA SOUND

AS GOOD AS A LINN
Fibrelam plinth kits, Megabearings,
power supplies and Rega tonearm

rewires from £70 and upwards.
There’s a lot of potential upgrading
in your deck - telephone or e-mail
1 *Amplifiers, D/A Converters, CD Players, Audio and Mains cables
fOI’ |nf0 paCk *Superb sonic performance combined with stunning good looks
*Designed by Dr R Bews and Prof M Hawksford
*Hand built in the UK by skilled engineers

N 7
f \ *Prices from £299 to £5500

MAKE YOUR LP12 SOUND s el
AS GOOD AS A MANTRA

Fibrelam subchassis with
Megabearing and motor rebuild,

THE ULTIMATE AURAL EXPERIENCE
powe r Su pp | l es a n d ton earm S fro m LFD Audio, Micron House, 23 Coppins Rd, Clacton-on-sea, Essex,CO15 3HP

Tel. (01255) 422533 Fax. (01255) 221069

£330 upwards. Manticore Mistral
System Integrity wired phono stage

now available. Hi Ei Choice “The ECI-1

is one of the more

important integrated
amplifers out there in
hi fi land.™ Alan Sircom

.= /
o N
MAKE YOUR MANTRA
SOUND EVEN BETTER

Take your Mantra up to Magister

Hi Fi Choice
“Electrocompaniet’s
cheapest amp is the
one to beat.” Alvin Gold

level. And then spend your money TR .t i
| FlI INews ecor

Review "AW100DMB
combined with the
EC-4 preamplifer is
recommended for
amplifer combinations
over £2000" Alvin Gold

on vinyl. Over 4,000 pre-enjoyed
vinyl records in stock from £3 and
upwards. Amplifier and CD

upgrades a speciality.

o ¥4

MANTICORE AUDIO VISUAL
MAYV Shareholders Ltd, The Old Tinsmith’s,
Shortmead Street, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire,
SG18 OAP, United Kingdom
Tel: 01767 318437 Fax: 01767 318462

Visa, Mastercard, Delta. Switch, cheque and wonga taken
E-mail: manticore @dial.pipex.com

Sound Image UK Ltd )
\_ Web: hitp://dialspace.dial pipex.com/manticore/ ) 52 Milton Road London SW14 8JR 6

Tel 0181 255 6868 Fax 0181 255 6869
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Fair V

o, you've read the
S review, drawn up a

short-list, and now
it’s decision time. You
could just take the plunge
and order your shiny new
box of hi-fi tricks via mail-
order. Or you could take
the potentially less risky
route of taking a
little time out to
visit your local
hi-fi dealer for a
demonstration.

A demo is the
double-edged
sword of the hi-fi
retail industry. If
done well. it can
prove a satisfying
and fulfilling
exercise. You
leave the shop
confident with
your new
purchase. If done
badly, however, you can
leave the shop fecling
confused and frustrated
after wasting an afternoon.
So how do you go about
mzking your demo a
success?

There are two main
types of demonstration -
home or shop. A home
demo is preferable as the
room acoustics, music, and
ancillary equipment should
be entirely familiar to you.
Therefore any difference
you hear at this stage is not
just the result of listening
to the equipment in an
unfamiliar environment.
Yet, many stores simply
don’t have the manpower
or time to offer a home
demo (although this is no
indication of poor service).
So, a shop demo may be
more appropriate.

The first aspect to

HI-FI WORLD

from

Dominic Todd,

our man in

retailing

consider when visiting a
shop is the timing. If
possible, avoid busy
Saturdays like the plague
and aim for a quiet mid-
week time. This will get
things off to a relaxed start
for both you and the shop
staff.

On the day itself,
ensurc you take a selection
of music with you that you
listen to regularly. It’s all
well and good taking the
best “test” albums in your
collection, but if they're
not what you usually listen
to then it rather defeats the
object of the demo. You
could also take some of
your own hi-fi components
with you to check for
compatibility. This isn’t too
critical though, as room
acoustics, cables and
supports will probably be
different. Shop
demonstrations are more
useful as a means of
comparison rather than a
reflection of how exactly
something will sound
when you’ve got it home
And have a component
short-list ready, but be
receptive to suggestions.

When listening to the
various options, it’s
important to bear in mind
that most people’s aural
memory only lasts a few
scconds. Therefore a swift
listen to cach component
is vital - a comparator
which allows quick

“The midrange covers most of a singer’s range
s0 it’s a good idea to listen for how natural

vocals sound, as the human ear is most finely
tuned to voices.”

switching can be a good
way of narrowing down the
field. But do remember
that some components can
perform poorly under
thesc circumstances due to
differing input/output
levels and sensitivities

It's best to begin
listening to one-minute
bursts of music on the
various units. This gives an
opportunity to compare
and contrast whilst the
music is still fresh in your
mind.

At this stage, it’s
important to listen for
specific aspects of the
music without ketting it
simply wash over you
Break the frequency
response down into treble,
midrange and bass. Is
treble brash and strident,
or integrated with the rest
of the music? How much

detail is there? This is
easier to judge when there
are several components to
switch between. Listen for
subtle detail, such as the
decay time of a cymbal.

The midrange covers
most of a singer’s range so
i’s a good idea to listen for
how natural vocals sound,
as the human ear is most
finely tuned to voices. The
poorer performing sources
and ’speakers are thosc¢
that leave an impression of
artificiality and produce a
flat version of events rather
than one with front-to-back
depth. Also check for how
well separated each
individual instrument is. A
good test is to see how
easy following a particular
instrument from start to
finish is, especially during
a complex passage.

Tight, tuneful bass is
usually more rewarding in
the long run than
something that
initially impresses
with its weight but
turns out on
closer
acquaintance to be
sluggish and
blurred.

Next, check for
realism and
coloration. How
realistic does a
particular vocal or
snare drum
sound?

Two of the
most important
aspects of a component’s
performance are rhythm
and timing. Docs it get
your foot tapping thirteen
to the dozen? If it does,
that’s a good indication
that here is a piece of hi-fi
you’ll want to spend a lot
of time listening to.

At this stage, you
should be ready to narrow
the field down to two or
three choices. Relax and
listen to longer stretches of
music. Trust your instincts,
and if you’re not sure,
book another demo for
later, giving your ears a
breather.

In practice, demos are
nothing like as demanding
as they may appear, and a
few hours spent wisely
here will mean a hi-fi
system that is far more
than a mere appliance.
Good luck!
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KITS HAVE NEVER

K5881 Mkll VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

A 20watt Class A power ampifier that uses reliable

N

Russian 5881 output valves, a military version of the ) :
American 6L6, designed for low distortion audio work.
Now with a super shunt regulated push-pull (SRPP)
input stage K5881 offers amazing sound quality. It can be

used with a simple passive pre-amp or one

Mkl with SRPFP

of our own pre-amplifiers, and it matches
input stage!

modern loudspeakers well.

588 1PSE VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

An audiophile parallel single ended valve amplifier
at an affordable price. K5881PSE uses the reliable
Russian 5881 output valve. lts 17watts is enough to
drive most loudspeakers, making high-end sound
quality and design available to everyone. Can be
easily monoblocked to give 32watts.

This 1s a specialised 28watt amplitier based on the
highly linear 300B triode valve. Our 3008 runs in
Class A, giving one of the most sweet, open and
neutral sounds possible today. Matched with good
loudspeakers, it is unsurpassed. All parts are

included in the kit, except valves since different
300B makes are available.

$ World Radio Histo



BEEN SO GOOD!

KLPP1 VALVE PHONO PREAMPLIFIER
KLPP1 has nive line inputs, a tape input with monitor, and
i | unique low noise valve MM/MC phono stage. There is a
/ switchable subsonic filter to prevent output transformers of
A ! valve amplifiers saturating. The line stage has gain, so it will
g -( drive any power amplifier. Audio grade components are used
E and many parts are custom made for highest quality. KLPP1
has a super clear sound, sweet and detailed through line and
phono inputs.

A
.
¥
/ m

———

KLP1 VALVE LINE PREAMP

UPGRADE KITS The KLP1 line level preamp uses one an elegant cathode

K5881 MKl £35 ,
Upgrade your pre November ‘96 K5881 amplifier follower line drive circuit to give a sound of remarkable
to Mkil status for just £35. Includes new 7025 double clarify and detail. The components are all high quclify
triode input stage in place of the original EF86
pentode.

KLS3 GO'd NEW LOW PRICE - £385 ploted wire etc. Wlfh a gcin OH X], it mcfches our
Upﬂrcde your KLS3s to Gold status. Includes latest sensitive power amplifiers. Beautifully built, with solid

oval gold dome piezo tweeter and all components.  machined alloy fascia and gold anodised knobs, it

. . looks compact and elegant in the home.
l Beginners. Go for this one and blow your mind!!

Y ©

and include Alps volume control, Sovtek valves, silver




Next time your
CD player jumps -
we’d like to suggest
a four letter word

The unique TEAC VRDS mechanism really gets a grip on the
sound. Unlike ordinary players, TEAC’s VRDS design clamps
the entire disc, thus eliminating errors caused by mechanical
and physical factors.

The VRDS-25 tracks discs with awesome precision and
delivers data to
the DAC with
absolute accuracy.
The result is

a wonderful level

of detail and

musicality combined with rock-solid timing.

All this, a build quality second to none plus unbelievable
ease of use - and you have a CD player that would grace
any system.

Before you buy, you owe it to yourself to check out the new
VRDS-25. Simply ask your dealer for TEAC - it should be the

only four letter word you'll ever need.

e S e st I

-
=

UK Limited, 5 Marlin House, The Croxley Centre, Watford, Herts WD 8YA r I 1 E: A < :
Hotline 01923 819630 Monday-Friday 9am to 5.30pm 3

s featured in this photograph are available as a special order option
>rid Radio History




WARNING
THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. YOU MUST BE ABLE TO SOLDER AND READ A CIRCUIT DIAGRAM. THE VALVE KITS

CONTAIN LETHAL VOLTAGES. WE CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS ARISING FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OF THESE KITS.

; ORDER FORM :
! Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PUBLISHING, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX )
! Tel/Fax: 0171 221 0691 or Tel: 0171 289 3533 Fax: 0171 289 5620 !
! 240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. Valves included except where otherwise stated. ]
| IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ‘D’ IN THE QTY BOX :
! WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties. i
|
| DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QTyY UK OVERSEAS |
! (inc VAT & carriage) (exc. VAT) J
: AMPLIFIER KITS !
NEW K5881 Mkll 20W push-pull valve amplifier ...... K5881-K240/120......ccceviiiiiiiiiiicins ]| g - £395 ........ £350 i
| NEW K5881 MKI BUIlt ...oovovoveieeiceiecie i K5881-B240/120 .....c.ooooveeeveecreeeeis i £595 ........ £550 '
| K5881PSE 17W single-ended amplifier.................... K5881PSE-K240/120.......ccvmeeeeee i £650 ........ 8555 i
1 KB88TPSE BUilt.......cooviiieiiieeiieiieieseie i K5881PSE-B240/120.........ccoovvcvvne o £850 ........ £725 '
| 300B 28W valve power amplifier (Not inc. Valves)...800B-K240/120 ..o i, £850 ........ £725 I
SO0 B B e e 300B-B240/120.......ccvverevianmvenoennenecb— e £1150. . . wgn- - £950 i
| KLP1 line level pre-amplifier ... KLEP1-K240/120 ... ou0 6 e assmmnssmammmeg s o saccises 7 7w cmmomrnsrt £345 ........ £295 ]
' KLP A BUIlt oo KIEPIEB2AD20) . . . ootk o a5 @7 | | e i £545 ... ... £465 !
: KLPP1 valve phono pre-amplifier ... KEPPA=K2AO/AI20, syumesios - -« s -5t we Lot -2 9 £495 .. ... ... £425 2
! KLPPT BUilt ..ot KLPP1-B240/120 .......cooeevvaveieoeeec e 2695 . Stle. . £595 :
i LOUDSPEAKER KITS |
! KLS3 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker !
1 Drive Units + Crossover kit etC ..........ccocoevivieiiiienn. KIESB-C .......cveeiiinnreercsimenemneeeeenssnenesse i Jummosmegoqmmmeremmmonss- £350 ........ £300 1
L DFVE URIES . ovvoeoeeveceesvesiss s KLSB-D cooovveeveceneeeeeneesersseesseee s £230 ... ..... £200 |
! NEW KLS3 Gold 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker with piezo tweeter |
| Drive Units + Crossover Kit et ........ccccocociiiiiirinns KLS3-C oo it £700 <1« e £600 |
LDV UNIES....oveoiiaciciicinnicccssss e KLS3-D ...ocevciireisrreeeenererensennemenend s £575 : yaaaas £495 |
| KLS4 2-way carbon fibre driver standmounting loudspeaker .
| Drive Units + Crossover kit etc ... KIESZAZ(E ) a5 - oo e oo e« [ | g S - £230 ........ £200 !
FDAVE UNItS....eernnicis i KIUSZ-D)' ... . 1 oo e e e s - I mero e 120 « Wi r A £105 :
! KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker J
! Drive Units + Crossover kit etC ............coveviiiiine KIS Gl ires oitians .. i oo - L} . S et e £195 we S 0Es £170 :
1DFVE UNIS.....oeiiiiiiiecciie e KEST7-D r3rit et ot B e owaes - || . ooty amaaiigg E0 3z E=cpa- £95 |
| KLS8 2-way high sensitivity standmounting loudspeaker i
| Drive Units + Crossover Kit etc .........coocverruceuenns KLSB-C .o it £260 .. ... ... £225 |
FDHVE UNIES.....coovorieeoiececoee e KLSB-D ...ooocerverrrererereeisiaesensesresnesssd e Jvircieiinecncnsnnens S7S Cou.Nal - £150 |
| NEW KLS9 2-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker i
| Drive Units + Crossover kit etc ... KESD-C ...ooooveiieieiererieneeiencenveneceone e Jmmoms ot gusussns doanis S230) et £200 ]
N rive UnitsHmmmmte . swm——. ... ... .. e KLSG-D ......ovvvvevvravrieneecvervnsneenaeeseeses L Jiviiiiiiissinsnieniions £160 .. ...... £140 |
[}
! AUDAX DRIVE UNITS i
i (P&P Extra - please add £5.75 for individual units or tweeter pairs, otherwise add £10.) i
| High Definition Aerogel Drivers :
I Binch midrange, 93dB ... HMAGOZO ... ceremmmmmy we vommemed s S Uvummes. . & s E35 i vl AN £30 L
I4|nch midrange,@2dB................cu menm de s M3 OZ 0z & srssomrvwesmmen i e - L . oo ememes. £45 gy re: L £40 :
| 6.5inch bass/mid, 91dB..........cccoociiiviiiiiiiineie, HMA70Z0 ..o I B WO N £50 . .. 2¢ ®E - B £45 ]
1 8INCh bass, 91AB .......coovvvorerrieiererieiereneiiceereeci HM210Z0 ... D £60 .. ........ £55 |
1 10inCh bass, 900B ..............ccoovvvireirerrirreicsenece PR240ZO0.....o...ooveooveeeeeeereee e oo £75 ... ... ..., £65 |
| Carbon Fibre Drivers I
! dinch midrange, 90dB .........cocooiiiiiiiiiiceceeens HIVIBOEGO. .. s & Sy et | oo £40 S pw! 53053 - £35 '
1 6.5inch bass/mid, 90dB...........ccooiiiiiiiiniiii [RIVIT) 720 0 N S e 5 M, 40| BB [ % -7 e oo £45°. ... xe -0 £40 1
}8inch bass, GOABI..... .. 5. . s Someemammsmsst s HM2NQE0 . sommeammrmtesssmommmmos ez | -pgiscaigmmermsesemes. - £585 ... pmgoom - £50 |
| Paper Cone Drivers |
' 10inch paper cone bass, 95dB ..., PR240OMO ......ooiviineiieiereiieereeeeeiiiin s i £60 ...cat.m.. £55 ]
: 13inch paper cone bass, 97dB ... PR3BOMO ....oeeiecrieeecinenviveeereeessene s uveiiniiiiniesinineens £145 . ... ... £125 :
] Fabric Dome Tweeters ]
} 25Mm 920B for 2 Way SYSIeMS. ......ccovvccn TWOREMO ..oooonneeveecresneneneeessssseserce T eeveresseeneesassssnenes £15 ... £13 1
| 25mm 92dB for 3 way SyStemS.........cocviviiiiviiieiennn, IV 025 N TR veesmmremonny e o iississaisisias - | ARt 9ol - 6L . .. e £14 i
1 25mm horn loaded 97dB...........cccooooiviiircrciee RERIZEIIN. o s peatiaemmsameemenme greesmmmeee e I | o s sy i £24 .. ... ... £21 i
| 34mm 93dB - powerful SOUNd.........ovriveumriiiinann. TWOBAX0 ..o it £25 . . . 14t ba. £22 |
| Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter, 89dB .......... HD-3P oo esiemeseienees et £193 ........ £168 |
i (Please telephone for further details regarding other Audax Drive Units). i
: NAME: | enclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable to
: ADDRESS: World Audio Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa. OVERSEAS PRICES
: Please debit my account no: AND DETAILS
: Please allow for your own local
: import taxes (customs duties)
l SRS . 5 oo 1o the et price.
i HO g 0 = Expiry Date: %’ VISA Telephone or Fax for a qSote.
1 COUNTRY: - METHODS OF PAYMENT

: TEL. (DAY): Signature: Isntterlpatio&l\al :none)é ord‘cle_r in
erling, Mastercard or Visa.
' CREDIT CARD ORDERS TEL: 0171 266 0461 (24 hours) 9




feature

DESIGNER

Douglas Floyd-Douglass opens a series of interviews with hi-fi’s top designers

e
L

began speaking to Ken after afforded this talented designer - which
I reviewing his new CD-17 says a huge amount for the company

K | -Signature CD player. Having and their products. This investment in
heard a five-minute summary of what individuals is a company’s greatest asset.
went into the player, | was agog at the This is evident, in Marantz’s case, of
creative freedom that Marantz have their open-mindedness and serious

H SEPTEMBER 1997

pursuit of hi-fi excellence.

Ken told me astonishing stories of
how much attention to detail he puts
into a product. As a matter of course,
before products receive the Kl
makeover, the first standard component

HI-FI WORLD



to receive the bin treatment is the
chassis. Ken cannot emphasise enough
the importance of a good chassis:
“Mechanical resonance affects internal
components. It is important that the
PCB resonate at a different frequency
to the chassis.”

Ken chooses different damping
methods and even uses special
acoustic couplings to achieve the
results he wants. Sometimes he
deliberately adds mass in key areas
to get rid of strategic modes,
especially those at 2.SkHz-
6kHz which the

DEBUT

and talks to the enthusiastic and best dressed man

KI: | built my first amplifier when | was
ten years old. Of course it was mono
and tube! But what made me so deeply
involved was, believe it or not, my first
encounter with the Marantz Model 7
pre-amp. | was in Junior high school,
visiting a friend of mine. His father had

just bought a Model 7. | did not know of

feature

in hi-fi, Ken Ishiwata.

through this experience (and | sold
quite a lot of copy Model 7s to many of
my friends!)

DF-D: What, for you, are the most
important elements in music that hi-fi
must reproduce?

KI: What | always tell people is the
following: whatever product you listen
to, regardless of cost, if your emotion is
moved by your favourite music when
you put it on, then this product or
system has a value to you. But if that
does not happen

human ear is AN e — T W - evenif the

most sensitive L product is very

to \ a o expensive - then
Electrically, - @ it has no value to

he has a simple
philosophy:
*Maths doesn’t
work for pure =
hi-fi”, says Ken.
“Often | use
1710 of the
calculated
impedance in transformers for the
performance | want.”

Ken also believes in controlling
current flow in the PCB to avoid it
intermodulating with the music: “The
higher the current flow, the higher the
disturbance. - 120dB can still be heard
by the human ear.” Ken describes how
he attaches an accelerometer to the
PCB and measures electrical harmonics
in relation to the acoustic vibration. He
can then work acoustically to treat
these anomalies.

It is the combination of Ken’s love
of music, devoted passion to hi-fi and
his freedom to experiment that led to
this interview. . .

DF-D: “How did you become so
deeply involved in hi-fi in the first place?

HI-FI WORLD
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Return of the Legends - Marantz's authentic re-issues of the Model 7 pre-amp and Model 9

monoblocs.

Marantz at the time, but the music
reproduced by this product was
something very special - so much so
that | would never forget this
experience. Of course | could not
afford a Model 7 at the time, so | asked
to borrow it. | then checked out all the
details and made a copy!

DF-D: Ah, so you were one of the first
- of many - to set the trend for ‘me too’
products and brand engineering then!

KI: Not at all! | really couldn’t afford
the real thing and | was confident |
could build my own. As it happens, the
first model didn’t work. | didn’t realise
the circuit was so sensitive and |
learned the hard way. By the end of it
all, | understood what hi-fi was all about

o L :-m-'-ji /

you.

DF-D: What do
you think are the
= most common
weaknesses in hi-fi
components?

KI: What | think is that the technology
of today is quite high. Knowing the
domestic environment, | do not see real
shortcomings from this point of view.
The problem is that products on the
market are often so bad from both a
technological and hi-fi point of view,
that | simply do not understand and
cannot accept those people who put
such products into the market, telling
people they are the best.

DF-D: What components does your
own system consist of?

Kl: My components are all my own,
personal products. However, | do have
a Koetsu Red Signature (custom made).
This is the only product that | did not
touch myself.
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DF-D: Do you think Eastern and
Western hi-fi designers approach their
work in different ways!?

KI: Eastern meaning Japanese? Most of
those engineers are working for large
companies. Technically their products
are excellent, but they do not know
what real hi-fi is. They design products
that are technically correct, but the
music reproduction quality, in most
cases, indicates they have no idea.

DF-D: Do you view the
design of hi-fi as a
science or more of a
black art?

Kl: Design of hi-fi is very
much science. But
without understanding
music, you won't be able
to make good hi-fi.
What | mean regarding
science is not only
electronics - you must
also know and
understand mechanical
influences, acoustics,
psychoacoustics and
many other sciences that
apply when designing hi-fi.

DF-D: In which areas of hi-fi do you
think the most important advances will
happen over the next |10-20 years!?

KI: Very simple. It will be in the digital
domain. Evolution in this area is
remarkable, thus we can expect a lot of
improvements here.

DF-D: How does music affect your life?

Kl: For me, music is the greatest art we
human beings have ever created. For
me, life without music is no life at all!

DF-D: Are there any cheap, effective
modifications you can recommend for
budding hi-fi tweakers?

KI: One simple thing you can
recommend is to wire the negative
'speaker terminals of your amplifier to
the earth (real ground). This means that
return current from the ’'speakers is
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properly grounded. This reduces the
influence of the amplifier. Please note,
this cannot be done on a bridged (BTL)
amplifier.

DF-D: Why did you decide to reissue
the Legend series?

KI: We received many requests from
customers to re-issue the Legend. In
the past it was not possible, but last
year we finally found a way. Another

Already an impressive player, the basic CD-63 mkil was heavily tweaked by Ken to

raise it to Kl-Signature status.

reason was to let people - especially
those in the industry - once again realise
what hi-fi is all about.

DF-D: Why did you decide to
introduce the Kl-Signatures when you
already had the SE versions!?

KI: Well, when you are working on
products, you sometimes find that
despite tremendous potential, due to
restrictive price point pressure, you are
unable to optimise them. The KI-$
series components are born
‘restriction-free’, as it were. In other
words, when | feel this potential during
the development of the product, then |
can decide to make it into a Kl-
Signature.

DF-D: Which equipment from other
manufacturers has had the greatest

impact on you!?

KI: | have already explained my

experience with the Model 7. Do you
know the Ferrograph S| 'speaker
system? This was the ’speaker that led
me to understand stereo imaging. The
Thorens TD 124 also impressed me a lot
and maybe the original Mark Levinson
Pre and Power as well.

Ken’s music tastes change all the time,
but he does have some all-time
favourites. He makes the point that with
real hi-fi, you should be able to hear
beyond the
recording and right
INTO the music.
He is extremely
fond of Mahler and
the Russian
composer
Sylverstrov.
Commercially he
enjoys female
vocals, especially
Toni Braxton, who
Ken reliably
informs me is
destined to
become bigger
than Whitney
Houston.

One of Ken's
favourite pieces is
Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody. He also
enjoys contemporary Jazz: Bob James
and Lee Ritenour are at the top of his
list. He especially enjoys works by
recording engineer Roy Dunan, “who
knows how to use distortion
purposefully and musically”.

Good ears, sound designs and oh
yes, great suit @

HI-FI WORLD



JOHN FOGERT

Blue fMoop Swamp

BLUE MOON SWAMP
WARNER BROS 9362-45426-2

And here’s another, well, revival, but it
isn't quite Creedence Clearwater
Revival revived, despite the sticker
Warners have put on the CD. In case
people don't remember, or never knew,
Fogerty was “The Voice and The
Songwriter” (their capitals!) of yonder.
band.

In tne last twenty years he'’s not
been up to much (troubles with his
brother and Saul Zaentz, he of The
English Patient - the usual record
industry post-break-up botherations).

HI-FI WORLD

But in Blue Moon Swamp he's well on
form, with his Rockabilly, Southern-
flavoured Sun-time, basically
guitar/percussion/vocal tracks. Actually,
make that ‘guitars’, or on this album
almost anything with strings to it, which
Fogerty chops and changes like other
people do socks, recorded with bristling
clarity by Bob Clearmountain.

And read ‘guitar licks' too, on which
Fogerty is still the expert and where he
makes so many of the American
guitarists in their own dodgy current
‘revival’ mode (Cheap Trick, for
example) sound crapulous. Nobody's
foot will not tap to either
‘Rambunctious Boy’ or - how could they
not? - the classic ‘Walking In A
Hurricane'. And Mellencamp drummer
Kenny Aronoff and bassist Bob Glaub
are well on the ball, as sharp as an
alligator’s ivories.

Admittedly, there’s a track or three
which sound as though they should have
been done by Creedence before they
split, but somehow | prefer them '97
style, especially with the swampy, humid
backing vocals of The Fairfield Four or
The Lonesome River Band. Fogerty is a
guy who doesn’t have to trade on the
past, he's part of it, invented some of it,
like ‘chooglin’, and it's good. Rousing.
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Peter Herring

Hugh Cornwel

GUILTY
SNAPPER MUSIC SA CD 501P

Oops, | am guilty of nearly missing this
album, due partly to it arriving in a thin
card sleeve so it looked like a single, but
mostly to an insane hatred of gooey
baby pictures, especially in black and
white. Now this isn’t a Stranglers album,
either, though the band here is fast, slick
and trained. Ex-Stranglers fans will
doubtless like good ol'-fashioned
melodic and driving tracks like ‘One
Burning Desire’, ‘Endless Day, Endless
Night' and the zippy ‘Long Dead Train’.
Music buffs can spot the derivation
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of bits of the organ intro to that last
one, before it bursts into glorious
roaring guitar-frenzy and speed-
drumming. Likewise, the traces of Iggy
Pop, Bowie and Kevin Ayers, though
there’s nothing of the callow ‘tribute’
here. Callow, alas, there is though, in
the silly whimsy of ‘Snapper’, about
eating fish, which should have been
removed from this album, if not for the
words, for the tedious pan-potted
drums. This is the real dead spot on
what otherwise is a breezy affair. He’ll
live to regret it, | hope.

Still, our Hugh is a happier, snappier
bunny now, except maybe for letting in
the words, “A house of sorrow is a
happy house” in the last track. He's
lightened up.

So | liked the Stranglers. So | like
Guilty, apart from that baby, whose only
excuse for being there is a line in the

one other not-too-clever song.

TWENTY
SPV 085-14932

Suddenly resurfacing is Lynyrd Skynyrd,

20 years after the plane crash that killed
Ronnie van Zandt and Steve Gaines -
hence the title.

An earlier tape of one of Ronnie’s
vocals has been resurrected for a track
with much touching humility and
explanations of how the tape was
‘baked’ to preserve the true quality, etc,
etc.

Twenty is classic, retro 70s’
Southern guitar Rock, with Johnny van
Zandet, the surviving brother, in good,
crisp voice. No pastiche or irony, either,
they play it very straight these guys, and
they're a tight, competent band, you
have to give them that. There's a clean,
fresh sound, too, especially on the
acoustic and R ’n’ B bits.

| fear | rather enjoyed it. It's hardly
great Rock, but it’s honest. Call me old-
fashioned if you like. Better still, buy me
a round and this album to go with it.

rock & pop record of the month

DRAG
WARNER BROS 9362-46623-2

Some pre-teen girls are going to pin up
the pic of K. D. dressed up to the
nines in padded-shoulder power

pin stripes, cravat and centre-

parting under the justifiable

impression this is a boys-band
heart-throb. Oh, when they find

out about Kathryn Dawn. . . Clever
pun, ‘Drag’, eh?

And one of the things they'il
find out is she doesn’t even smoke,
so this new album of cover songs
ostensibly about the weed - a fag in
every title except The Hollies’ ‘The
Air That | Breathe’ (get an inkling
of a subliminal message here, do
we?) - actually isn’t. Vegetarian,
PETA-supporting, once-dungaree-
wearing K. D. wouldn’t even allow
ciggy-lighting-up time at smoky
Ronnie Scott’s when she was there
previewing some of these songs
recently.

Drag's about relationships and
mostly those tinged with a fear of loss,
but maturely accepted, which probably
says something about K. D.’s own.
Listen, for example, to the yearning in
the way she sings, “Thought you'd
gone for good, but you'd only gone for
smokes” in ‘Hain't It Funny’. The voice
is mature, too. As Miranda Sawyer
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wrote in The Observer after the
performance at Ronnie’s, “It has the
ache of Karen Carpenter, the warmth
of Aretha Franklin, the precision of
Frank Sinatra.”

Not too sure about old Frank

though, because K. D. on this album
has a range and depth that makes
‘Love Is Like A Cigarette’ an anthemic
emotionally-purgative end to the
album, especially heart-hurtingly gooc
when it's accompanied by a sax solo
swarming out of a strange, teeth-
gritting electronic wail like a whale in
pain. “What is love?” that song begins.
A léth-century English poet (once

thought to be Sir Walter Raleigh, but it
isn’'t) answered the question with, “It is
that well where pleasure - and
repentance - dwell”, and K. D.’s singing
is a pleasure even when the song is
reminding you you should repent.

This is perfect singing with
lithe, almost sparse
accompaniments (especially on
the simply, gorgeously sung
‘Don’t Smoke in Bed’ that any
female Jazz singer would be
proud of) perfect for late-night
bedtime tendernesses. Some
of it, like ‘The Joker’, is
disarmingly (and very
deceptively, don't be fooled)
dreamy and almost Country,
but that odd line about, “the
pompetus of love” drizzles
sex.

The backing on many tracks
with anyone else but K. D.
{who co-produced Drag and
kept a firm grip on the
proceedings) could easily have
taken another pace overboard and
dropped into whatever current
sampling a producer thought should be
slipped in to help make one or two
more numbers chartable. Instead, they
are clean and fit as neatly as a non-
smoker’s trousers. And she doesn't
sing ‘Smoke Gets In Your Eyes’.
it’s come out well, this album, you
might say «

HI-FI WORLD



IN IT FOR THE MONEY
PARLOPHONE 7243 8 55228 2 6

It has been two years since this hairy
Oxford-based trio shook our Pop
sensibilities with their million-selling
monster | Should Coco. This LP, you
may remember, delivered the teenage
starlets no less than three best
newcomer awards (The Brits, The Brats
and one from Q Magazine). Overnight
they became a band to keep an eye on
and they certainly didn’t shun the public
eye, appearing in every magazine and
fanzine looking as gawpy and scruffy as
the best of teenage wannabes. They
could be seen at the opening of just
about every new envelope in town.

Then things started to change. First
of all Gaz Coombes got his hair cut.
Next thing you know, Supergrass start
getting into Pink Floyd and turning all
philosophical and grown up. Nowadays,
their wide-eyed innocence and energy
has made way for a more cynical, wary
edge.

So the new album is a Dark Side Of
The Moon reprise, is it! Is it F*! In It
For The Money is Rock 'n’ Roll, not
hippy nonsense. It's an album full of
great new tunes marking a continuation
of the Supergrass success story.

There is a real Seventies tinge to In
It. . . After the heavier, more Rock
oriented opening title track and
subsequent ‘Richard III' we enter
territory first explored by the
occasionally wonderful Pink Floyd.

‘Late In The Day’ with its acoustic
build-up and fanciful melody drifts lazily
back to Woodstock and Stonehenge.
Next up is 'G-Song’, which includes
extended guitar jams in keeping with
Hendrix or Neil Young. Of little
similarity to G-Funk, it is a catchy
singalonga track, with a nasty, nasty
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butt-kick of a bassline.
The second half of the disc, barring
the funky adrenaline rush of

‘Cheapskate’, is the more contemplative.

However, any danger of naval-
contemplation is thwarted by the
unusual assortment of instruments the
boys use. There's the theremin
(sounding like a Hammond on acid and
oft used in Hammer horror sound
tracks), a range of synthesisers and
those strange motor sounds which
could only have been plundered from
Dark Side Of The Moon.

It's been a long time since an album
has so brazenly used old ideas while still
sounding so inspiringly new. The songs
toast The Beach Boys, Neil Young, The
Who, Bowie, Talking Heads and
Supertramp to name but a few yet still
end up sounding like none of them.
Masterful.

In It For The Money is a cracking
follow up album - just go out, buy it and
hear for yourself.

SHELTER
LONDON 828 887-2

They were one of the ultimate breaths
of fresh air when they breezed onto the
music scene in the early Nineties. The
Heavies, along with Massive Attack and
the Young Disciples, were considered
mavericks in a world that seemed to
have been engulfed with Acid House.

The Heavies have gone through
many changes since. Take the obscure
Heavy Rhyme Experience Vol |. That
was the first time a Soul/Funk outfit had
ventured into Hip-Hop territory, and it
provided a range of great collaborative
material, featuring amongst others The
Pharcyde and Main Source.

Next up, the band were rocked by

the departure of vocalist N'dea
Davenport after 1995’s critically
acclaimed Brother Sister album.

The arrival of Siedah Garrett last
year and the Shelter album heralds a
return to familiar roots, seeing the
Heavies trot out what they are best at -
uncomplicated funky grooves and agile
riffing. And they pointedly eschew any
kind of modern deviance like
sequencers or sampling - remember
kids, the kinds of skilled riffs that turn
up here are the ones that get sampled
by others.

This is most marked on songs like
‘Sometimes’ with its spicy ‘Nuyorican’
feel and ‘Once Is Twice Enough’, a
Memphis Soul stew in the James Brown
tradition.

That said, Shelter does sometimes
err irritatingly on the bland. For all the
high quality musicianship, it does at
times sound like an assembly line of
Soul/Funk fillers.

If a dose of orthodox, funky Soul is
your thing, then Shelter is worth parting
with the pocket money. For those who
like their music a little meaner and
stronger though, avert your eyes and
ears ®

SEPTEMBER 1997

L PP O e Vile VW s




= cAdarnce aznrnaed arym1'PriernanZnt re~cie s s

VARIOUS
MINISTRY OF SOUND MINCDS8

Yes, it's that man Todd Terry once
again, gilding his happy House handbag.
Gliding effortlessly through this two-CD
set, Terry proves once again that he is
virtually unmatched in the floor pumping
stakes. Not that he really needs to
prove himself - | think we’re all on his
side now.

Sessions 8 throws together newwies
and dancefloor gems alike, from H20’s
‘Satisfied’ to Jay Williams’ ‘Testify’. And
you can add to that the likes of Ultra
Nate (‘Free’), Nu Yorican Soul (the
fantastic 'It's Alright, | Feel It’), Rosie
Gaines, Mousse T (with the remix of
Kim English’s ‘Supernatural’) and Byron
Stingly.

If up-front, funkin’ House is your
thing, then the feel-good factor should
soar with Sessions 8. Now that Todd
Terry’s DJing appearances are becoming
less frequent, this is like having a couple
of sets squeezed into one.
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counter
culture

|8 cottestion of heuse stormers defining clut cuttare i the 965
Featuring: Snoaker Pimps. Underworld. 0.RN. and more. ..

VARIOUS
KICKIN' RECORDS KICKCD52

Mixed by on-the-circuit D) Rob Roar,
this album shuffles |4 tracks together
with no obvious link other than that
Rob likes them. Which is fine | guess,
and far better than pretending to be the
definitive collection of this or that when
it blatantly isn’t.

We kick off with Moon Man'’s
newwie, the Trance-lite commercial
offering ‘Galaxia’. Next up we enter
Garage/House territory with Armand
van Helden’s mix of the Sneaker Pimps’
‘Spin Spin Sugar’ and the 99 Allstars
come over all vocal with ‘Luv Is All You
Need’. Then we move house to take up
residence in Tranceville with the help of
Heliotropic's enigmatic *Walk With Me’
and Cafe Del Mar’s classic rush-inducing
‘Energy 52’. Astra Farm adds the Funk,
while Underworld contribute sinister
vocals and a soft brooding melody with
‘Dark And Long’.

Very nice waking up music, except

Viv
Craske

without a full-on hangover. This is music
to eat toast to, something for everyone,
which turns out to be very handy when

you can't be arsed to change CDs.

REACT CDI03

The first volume saw Takkyu Ishino
kicking off this series with some minimal
and groovy Techno beats, Japan-stylee
of course. Following on from this world-
wide mix arena, D] Cher steps up from
Singapore’s rated club Zouk. This CD
sees React bringing a previously untried
globalness to the mix, something that
has definitely been a long time coming
but which will perhaps broaden the club
fraternity’s horizons.

D) Cher may have a rather
unfortunate name, but he manages to
avoid ‘The Shoop Shoop Song’ in this
set (shame that!) Instead, he delivers a
varied selection of underground and

HI-FI WORLD



more comfortable Trance offerings. And
unlike many other Trance compilations,
this one has a real energy and drive, as
DJ Cher takes the music to different
levels and different vibes with each
track. A cliched statement this may be,
but a statement rarely put into practice
by even some of the top DJs in this
country.

In this CD are the likes of The
Electroliners’ ‘Loos Caboose’, Art Of
Trance's squelchy, fat Trance
‘Kaleidoscope’, Dan Shay’s Techno-
leaning ‘The Warning’ and Yekuana’s
pan-pipe-tastic, soft-focus anthem ‘Canis
Loopus’.

Out there somewhere is a rich vein
of international talent, and React are the
first to mine it. In a D) market saturated
with big names and big tunes it’s
refreshing to see a newcomer playing
tunes in a new way. Good luck to them.
The words ‘ground’ and ‘breaking’
should be much in use here, if the first
two compos in this series are anything
to go by.

READY FOR A NEW
DAY

MANIFESTO 5745592

Todd Terry's latest album
witnesses a broadening of
influences for the New
York House scene. Many
House aficionados consider
Todd Terry to be one of
the great innovators of the
scene, the godfather of
House. He started spinning
Hip-Hop tracks in the early
Eighties, following the
leading edge until House
broke. His skills were soon
honed to perfection in the
mix and the studio, turning
out sets of Latino-tinged
House and producing a
string of smashes, notably
'89's ‘A Day In The Life’ and
'92’s ‘Can You Feel It’.
Now Terry has moved more away
from spinning out and into remix
duties, clocking up big name Pop stars

ABDUCTION V:02
SOLIDSTATE SOLIDCD10

This compilation conmins 30 House
tracks spread over two-CD’s. Positiva's
vocal lashed Trance/House hopefuls
oblige with the mix duties.

Andy Cato (part of Beat
Foundation and Skinny Malinky
records) heads up Disc One, easing in

P ——

alongside Everything But The Girl’s
club serenade ‘Missing’.

Ready For A New Day leads with
an upbeat, classic New York House

with everyone’s favourite progressive
House cut ‘Papua New Guinea’ by The
Future Sound Of London. The next
few tracks serve as a selected history
of House. Orbital’s ‘Chime’ slowly
merges with Joey Beltram’s bass and
kick-drum oriented ‘Energy Flash'.
Rolling on into the mix is David
Holmes’ classic House mix of The
Sabres Of Paradise’s ‘Smokebelch IV,
vibrant and vibrating with haunting
keyboards and mesmeric rhythm. The
vibe lightens up thereafter with the
Disco Evangelist’s ‘De Niro’ and the
dream Trance of Chicane’s ‘Offshore’.
Alex Whitcombe is next with gems
from the last few years. Leftfield’s still
urgent ‘Not Forgotten’ slides the CD
through Delta Lady to the Trance
heaven of Visions Of Shiva. Sasha’s mix
of Horse’s ‘Careful’ leads into a remix
of React To Rhythm’s ‘Intoxication’.
Finishing up, Quattara get a mention
alongside Dum Dum, Bedrock’s
favourite ‘Set In Stone’ and Energy 52’s
summer rush of ‘Cafe Del Mar’ @

slice ‘Something Goin’
On’, a sure-fire
summer hit, with radio
friendly vocals and
Housey-Housey club
potential. The title
track is another low-
slung House groover,
while Todd’s original
stormer, ‘Keep On
Jumpin’, still works the
floor like a diva.
Playout track ‘The
Rave’ takes the mickey
a tad with a hissing and
squelchy down-beat
slant on Techno.

If prime US vocal
House is not your
thing, then there might
not be much to inspire
here, but it’s still
worth checking out
the master at work.
For who else knows inspired
dancefloor dynamics and crisp,
smooth-as-a-baby’s-bottom
production better?
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Make the

sound decision
with May Audio...

...the Distributors of note.

Totem Loudspeakers I

= |
“Wonderfully |
| communicative
miniature; loads

| SOUND QUALITY ‘.
* % % Kk Kk
HiFi Choice |

“Whatever sort of music you
enjoy, if you're in the marke for
small speakers, you'll find the
refined but invigorating Totems
are poles apart from masses of
more mundane miniatures”

MODEL I .....£1195.00
MANI 2 ... £2995.00

MITE ... £495.00
TABU ........£2195.00

" “The SW12 subwoofer

e produced more extension
of the listening experience than |
expected. The sound was warmer,
more solid and involving.”

“...this subwoofer is remarkably
self-effacing in appearance and
casily accommodated in any room
situacion.”

Gramophone
“...a natural sounding system that
impressed from first listening and
continued to provide musical
cnjoyment over an extended
listening.” MODEL 200 ___£200.00 MODEL 400 ... £330.00
“...the Sequence 400s chus gain an  MODEL 300 ___£250.00 SUBWOOFER . .£250.00

enthusiasdic recommendacion.” i MOUNT RIGID SPEAKER STAND _ £50.00
HIF NEWS &

RECORD REVIEW

PROPHONE

firns Domnerus’ Orchestra

D s lieratare slae indiodte v intorets by rickie e ot boeemre

r literature please indicate your interests by ticking the relevant boxes:

|
D L.F.D. AMPLIFIERS

i D TOTEM LOUDSPEAKERS

| D JECKLIN FLOAT HEADPHONES D ERGO HEADPHONES

Our current C.D. catalogues feature some of the finest rccordmgs of their genre
and also offer unique repertoires to delight lovers of music and audiophiles alike.

D SEQUENCE LOUDSPEAKERS |

E SONNETEER CAMPION |

=
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S
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LFD Amphﬁers

)

“It’s a diamond necklace in a world of plastic-
but without the Tiffany price tag.”
Eric Braithwalte, HiFi World
“Clearly then, these LFD components are of an ourstanding quality.”
Jimmy Hughes, Audiophile
“The resulc was music making without the Hi-Fi intruding.”
Peter | Comeaux, HiFi News
“Spirolink I, Spirolink I and Digilink Copper”
HiFi Choice Recommended
“Airoflex, % % % % % racing” What HiFi
Integrated Zero...........£500.00 Phonostage MMO ._£400.00

Integrated Zero LE ...£800.00 LSB Linestage .....£2000.00
Linestage LSO £500.00 Power PAZM ____£2000.00

Powerstage PAO__.__£500.00 DAC Dto A _.......£2800.00

“Speaker-like sound...
.25 in the cans!!!”
“To call these transducers *headphones’
is to do them an injustice ‘headspeakers’
would be a more accurate appellation.”
Audiophile

“...the sound quality is more akin to a
pair of speakers than most other
headphones we know.” '\, L

JECKLIN FLOAT TWO £99.00

JECKLIN FLOAT
ELECTROSTAT £399.00
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m CHAMBER MUSIC/ENSEMBLES m SOLO INSTRUMENTS
m JAZZ/FOLK MUSIC m TEST DISCS m LASER DISCS

proprius

‘ Smoblsb

ocie
onscorug

1 NEW

E REFERENCE
—_ RECORDINGS.

: D Crassical C.D. D Jazz C.D. D BLues C.D. D BiG Banp C.D. : :
sear”
| Nave ADDRESS 1 E 1-H WORLD January 19
: | ECOmeon s
| ERGO /119,09 “ade in sound”

| MAY AUDIO MARKETING, AIRESIDE MILLS, CONONLEY, KEIGHLEY, ]
LWEST YORKSHIRE, BD20 8LW « TELEPHONE 01535 632700 » FAX 01535 632887_I

ER
ERGO AMT, g%z £139.00




BILL FRISELL
e

NASHVILLE

NASHVILLE
ELEKTRA NONESUCH 79415-2

American guitarist Bill Frisell has been,
on and off, a regular in this column over
the last three years. Which is fair
enough; he’s unquestionably one of the
most important Jazz guitarists to have
emerged in the last two decades. Given
much of the music he’s recorded as a
leader in that time, Nashville is at once
somehow an inevitable album and a
surprise. But first, of course, a quick
recap on that illustrious career. . .

| first became aware of Frisell’s
name in the early '80s, when his name
started to appear on various ECM
album sleeves. Apparently brought to
the attention of ECM mainstay and
drummer/composer/bandleader Paul
Motian by Pat Metheny, Frisell quickly
became almost an ‘in-house’ guitar
player for the label, appearing with the
likes of Motian, Jan Garbarek, Arild
Andersen et al, and in doing so joined
the line of ground-breaking guitarists
the German label has brought to the
public’s attention: Metheny, Terje
Rypdal, John Abercrombie, Ralph
Towner, Steve Tibbetts, David Torn.

The music he made during this
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period became ever more startling.
Always a player to eschew the
technique-as-end-in-itself approach of
SO many contemporary Jazz guitar
players, Frisell seemed a genuine
improviser. The breadth of his
influences was wider than most, too,
ranging from Hard Bop to Surf music,
Free Improv to Country.

It was this freewheeling eclecticism
and a lead guitar sound which could
make paint blister that made him such a
natural player to be adopted by the
rabidly experimental music scene that
emerged in New York in the '80s.
Having already collaborated with many
of that scene’s finest music makers, he
perhaps gained most visibility as one-
fifth of John Zorn’s wilfully genre-
hopping super-group Naked City.

His playing with Naked City seemed
to push the envelope of his sources
further and further. The series of solo
albums he then began work on, while
less self-consciously post-modern than
Zorn'’s, nonetheless really did give the
impression that Frisell was fashioning a
unique musical language out of
whatever he could lay his hands on.

Frisell relocated from New York to
Seattle at the end of the '80s, and while
he’s stayed at Nonesuch, and continued
to work with many of the musicians
with whom he cut his teeth, his solo
work has become increasingly refined.
Nashville, then, comes at the end of a
series of albums which have explicitly
explored American music heritage. It is,
of course, his Country album.

Recorded in the Country music
capital at sessions last year, Nashville
demonstrates that if nowt else, Frisell
knows how to put together one hell of
a band. The group here represents the
very finest musicianship that Country
music can offer, and that’s saying
something.

Stmon
Hopkins

Bassist Viktor Krauss has played for
years with Lyle Lovett, the Woody
Allen of New Country; legendary
session player Jerry Douglas is one of
the gods of the dobro; and guitarist Ron
Block and mandolinist Adam Steffey
both hail from Alison Krauss’ Union
Station, a group now bringing Bluegrass
to a whole new generation. The wild
card here is singer/songwriter Robin
Holcomb, who, like Frisell, is known for
her association with the NYC New
Music underground. She contributes
vocals on the three non-Frisell pieces
here, including an extremely tender
rendering of Neil Young’s ‘One Of
These Days’.

For the group Frisell has written a
series of pieces which run the gamut of
Country styles and yet never directly
quote its songbook. Unlike, say, Ry
Cooder, Frisell is not a historian of this
music. Instead, his pieces are almost like
half-remembered impressions of the
music from a country childhood.
Nonetheless, these players certainly
know what to do with the material,
spinning spellbinding solos around his
crystalline melodies. Douglas in
particular will make your jaw drop -
he’s an awesome player.

If | have one gripe about this
thoroughly enjoyable and utterly
accessible record, it's that Frisell seems
to be keeping himself on too tight a
rein. it’s as though he wants his
presence here to be more that of a
composer than of a guitarist. No doubt
this is out of an understandable
deference to the other players, but
Frisell, while perhaps not the technical
equal of these sessioneers, is a far more
visionary musician, and | personally
would like to have heard a lot more of
him in evidence on these sessions.

Nevertheless, a highly
recommended record @
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GEORGE MASSO and ROY WILLIAMS
with the Brian Lemon Quartet

Shakin' The Blues Away

(
SHAKIN’ THE BLUES AWAY
ZEPHYR ZECDé6

This past year seems to have been very
fruitful for Zephyr Records, judging by
the amount of material I've been sent
for review. On top of that their Brian
Lemon/Roy Williams CD with Warren
Vache, A Beautiful Friendship, won the
BT Best CD award for New British Jazz.

Zephyr now continue their mission
to flood the globe with high quality
mainstream Jazz recordings with this
trombone led release featuring George
Masso and Roy Williams. This rare
front-line is backed by Zephyr stalwarts
Brian Lemon on piano, Dave Cliff on
guitar and Dave Green on bass, with
Allan Ganley and Martin Drew sharing
the credits for drums.

The CD lasts for just over 62
minutes and presents a well balanced
selection of |3 tracks ranging from the
three-minute Youmans/Caesar
‘Sometimes I'm Happy’ to a take on
Waller/Razaf's ‘Keeping Out Of Mischief
Now' which clocks in at |3 minutes.
Between these two fall several gems
such as Rodgers/Hart’s ‘My Funny
Valentine’, Jones/Symes’ ‘There Is No
Greater Love’ and Jenkins’ ‘This Is All |
Ask’. There is even one track, ‘By
George’, penned by Masso himself.

Zephyr have been making a name
for themselves by producing quality
recordings which let the playing shine
through, and with a band such as this it
is playing of a very high calibre indeed.
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LEMON LOOKS BACK

Just For Fun

JUST FOR FUN

ZEPHYR ZECD14

This CD from Zephyr presents the
Brian Lemon Quartet as before, backing
Roy Williams on trombone and Alan
Barnes and Ken Peplowski on reeds.
This CD features Pitts/Egan/Marsh’s
‘I Never Knew’, Jones/Kahn’s ‘On The
Alamo’ and Ellington’s ‘Cottontail’.
There is little left to say that |
haven't covered in my previous Zephyr
reviews, where I've enthused at length
about the sound quality. Combined with
music of this kind of standard, you've
got an album well worth hunting down.

TEMM}I Snith - frzene

Kerss Wheelon * Lors Dovilgon * i Qoitengen

AZURE
LINN AKD 059

Taking as its inspiration the painting

AQzZZ

‘L’or de I'azur’ by the surrealist Miro,
this album is Tommy Smith’s fourth
outing on the Linn label. The result is
ten original tracks co-written by Smith
and Jon Christensen, the drummer. The
quartet is completed by Kenny Wheeler
on trumpet and Lars Danielsson on
bass.

Smith’s fans will know what to
expect - well played, powerful and
dynamic modern Jazz accompanied by
the reputation of Linn CDs with their
undeniably sumptuous sound and
absolute grip on the music. In all, highly
recommended.

AT Y
SIDNEY BECHET

CINTENARY CULEBR YTION . 10T

PREAT OIDGINAT PRHPORMANCES 182

By BECHET
CENTENARY CELEBRATION
ROBERT PARKER'S RPCD 632

This is from a series of Robert Parker’s
‘Jazz Classics In Digital Stereo’. If
Parker's name is ringing bells with you,
it's because he is an Australian engineer
renowned for his ground-breaking
‘cleaning’ of the sound of old 78s.

Now since Hi-Fi World is read by
many who consider the silver disc to be
a pale shadow of vinyl, and since | have
no wish to stir the on-going debate in
the letters’ pages concerning past vs
current recording formats, | will simply
state that this CD contains 24 tracks
from various Bechet bands, which
makes it worth £15 of anybody’s
readies. Whether you like what Parker
has done to the original recording is
down to individual taste.

HI-FI WORLD



AVOM

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 65 Park Street, Bristol BSI
SPB. Tel. 01179 264975 Fax.01179 251327.All that's
best n hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated by
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and tnstallation, home dems, part
exchange. in-house workshops, full credit facilities
with interest free on selected items. Tuesday -
Saturday 9.00 - 5.30. Closed Monday.

THE RIGHT NOTE Tel: {01225) 874726. Give
your ears a new reference point for the best sounds
at any price. Forget reviews and trying to put together
a system like a patchwork quilt with the “best” bits
around. It's our job to do the assessing, you judge the
results. Come here. or we'll come to you, and plan a
system for the future, even if you spread the
purchases. Leave “upgrade-ttis” behind, save money
and enjoy music. Just hsten, and you'll know. Ask also
about our ex-dem and mint used items If you must!
Qur credentials - CD: Acurus, Audio Synthesis,
Classe, Enlightened Audio Design, Meracus, Orelle,
Wadia, XTC. Vinyl: Basis, Graham, Miichell, Sumiko.
Amps: Acurus, Audio Sculpture, CAT, Classé, DNM,
Kora, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, Orelle, Sirius,
Sonneteer, XTC. Speakers: Audio Artistry, Audio
Physic, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, Mirage,
NEAT, Spendor, Totem. Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum
Dynalab. Cables: Chord. DNM, Silver Sounds,
SonicLink, Tice.

BEOFORDIHIRE
RICHARD'S AUDIO VISUAL 4 Greyfriars
Bedford. Tel: 01234 365165. Stockists of: Arcam,
Audioquest. Beyer, B&W, Bose. Cable Talk, Celestion,
Cyrus Denon, Heybrook, Marantz. Mission, Moth,
Nakamichi, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-fect. Quad, REL,
Rotel. Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Sound Style.
Systemdek, Target. Teac, Thorens, van den Hul &
more! Expert friendly service : Listening room.
Pioneer Reference Point. Visa / Access.

BERKSHIRE

AUDIO T 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall,
Reading. {0118) 958-5463. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon,
Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Naim,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Trichord
Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. 3
year Hi-Fi guarantee Free delivery & installation. 30
day free upgrades Home demonstrations. PX.
Selected Interest Free Credit. Listening room. BADA
Bonded.

) & A HI-FI CENTRE, 85 Boutport St Barnstaple.
Tel: (01271) 24384. Open Mon-Sat 9.00 to 5.30.
Arcam, Atacama, B&W, Cable Talk. Castle, JVC, Sony,
NAD, Marantz, Tannoy, Yamaha, Sonneteer, Target.
Private listening room for Hi-Fi and Surround Sound.
Also large selection of Video Camcorder and editing
equipment. Expert advice in a quiet relaxed
atmosphere.

) & A CAMERAS Ltd.. Gammon Walk, Barnstaple.
Tel: (01271) 75037 and 53 Milt St., Bideford. Tel:
(01237) 421791, Open Mon-Sat 9.00 to 5.30. All
major brands of cameras, lenses and equipment
stocked. Large darkroom section. Shide projectors,
digital cameras and scanner. Probably the most
comprehensive range in the South Wet of England

SEVENOAKS HI-FI 3 & 4 Kingswalk, Reading. 0118
959 7768. Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. Acoustic
energy, aiwa, akai, Alphason, Arcam, Atacama,
Audiolab, B&W, Cable Talk. Castle, Denon. Ferguson,
Harman Kardon, Kef, Kef Reference, Kenwood,
Maranz, NAD, QED, REL. Sony. Teac, Yamaha and
many more.

BUCKINGHAMEHIRE
HAZLEMERE AUDIO CONSULTANTS To
hear how realistic music can sound please call for an
appointment (day or evening). Objective advice,
comfortable istening, home demonstrations, free
installation, part exchange, repairs and superb service.
Acoustic Precision, Air tangent. ATC, Audiomeca.
Basis, Classe, EAD, Fanfare. Henley, Magnaplanar,
Mirage, Monrio, Muse, Notungham Analogue. Opera.
Ortofon, SD, Sirws, Straightwire, Tice, Triangle,
Trilogy, VPI. Based in High Wycombe. Please call:
01494 437892,

TECHNO SOUND/ AUDIO INSIGHT 7
Granville Square, Willen, Milton Keynes, MKI5 9)L.
Tel, (01908) 604949. Audiophile Hi-Fi and Home
Cinma Specialists. All major brands stocked from
Arcam to Yamaha Meridian Digital Home Theatre
dealer. Custom home cinema and multi room
installation. 4 dem rooms and expert advice.
Audiophile CDs, LPs and LaserDiscs to buy. Open late
on Fridays.

NORTHWOOD AUDIO 98 Cambridge St,
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 1BA. Tel. 01296 28790, Selected
sounds from Acoustc Energy, Alchemist, Anon. Audio
Meca. Audio Note, Aura, Boston, B & W, Cabletalk,
Castle. Celestion, DNM Virtual Reality, Denon, DPA,
Epos, Exposure, Gyrodek, Harman Kardon, Heybrook,
Kef, Maranez, Micromega. Monitor Audio, Moth. Musical
Technology, Myryad, NAD, Nakamichi, Neat, Pioneer,
Proac, Rega, Rel. Rose, Rotel. Royd, Ruark, Spendor,
Systemdek, Tannoy, Teac. Talk Electromcs, Thorens,
TDL. Tnangle. Tube Technology and a range of quality
pre-used equipment. Export orders welcome. 2 Dem
rooms. Credit facilties available.
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE
THE AUDIO FILE 41 Victoria Road, Cambridge.
Tel. 01223 68305. ‘For the best in Briush Hi-Fi and
Home cinema entertainment’. Visit or call to arrange a
dem with products from: Audiolab Arcam, Mission,
Linn, Naim, Rega. Cyrus, Absolute Sounds, Kef, Sony,
Yamaha, Rel, Quad, Ruark, Denon.

AUDIO VISION 228 Lincoln Road, Millfield,
Peterborough, PEI 2NE. Tel: 01733 352752. B&W,
Beyer, Cabletalk, Exposure, Grado, Harmon Kardon,
JVC, Marantz, Micromega, Mordaunt Short, NAD,
Pioneer, Projects, QED, Rel, Ruark, soundstyle,
Tannoy, Teac, TDL and more. all major credit cards
accepted. finance arranged, demonstration facilities,
open 9.30 - 5.30 Monday - Saturday

THE HI-FI COMPANY PETERBORQUGH The
region’s largest range of enthusiast hi-fi. Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon. KEF, Kenwood, Krell,
Marantz. Marun Logan, M&K. Meridian, Mission, NAD,
NAIM, Pioneer, Quad. REL, Rotel, Yamaha and many
more. Excellent hi-fi and A/ demonstration facilities.
Part exchange welcome. Huge selection of top quality,
carefully used equipment. telephone for mailing list.
35.42 COWGATE. Peterborough. Phone: (01733)
341755 Fax: (01733) 358141

UNIVERSITY AUDIO |-2 Peas Hill. Cambridge.
01223 354237. Mission-Cyrus, Arcam, Rotel, Denon.
Menidian, Ruark. ATC, AVl Quad, Linn. £ dems, |
single speaker. Home tral, free install, Service Dept.
VISA, ACCESS, AMEX. Credit Terms. Open 9-5.30

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd.. Chester CH2 3NH Tel:
01244 344227. All that's best n hi-Fi from Epos, KEF,
Teac. Royd. Linn Rega. Naim. Arcam, Audiolab. Ruark,
Rotel and many more. Mult room systems from Linn
Knekt. Superb demonstration facilities, home
demonstrations and installation a pleasure. We offer
the best products, the best service and the best sounds.
Open Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by appointment.

THE AUDIO COUNSEL |4 Stockport Road,
Cheadle, Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887 and 12 Shaw
Road, Qldham, Manchester OLI 3IQ Tel (0161) 633
2602. Linn, Arcam, Naim, Audio Research, Martin
Logan, Yamaha, Creek, Nakamichi, denon, |PW,
Marantz, Royd. Lexicon. 3 dem rooms, free install,
VISA/ACCESS Full multi-room and AV, installation
10.00 - 5:30pm Mon-Sat, ull 8:00 Thursday.

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 86/90 Boughton, Chester,
CH3 5AQ. Tel. 01244 345576. All that's best i hi-fi
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets.
Delivery and installauon, home dems, part exchange,
in house workshops, full credit facilities with interest
free on selected items. Tuesday — saturday 9.00 -
5.30. Closed monday

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO 29 Gaskell Street,
Stockton Heath, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 2UN.
Tel (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 10.00-6.00. 2 dem-
rooms. credit facilives. All credit cards. Established
1978. Total absence of bulls*'t. Linn Specialist.

DOUG BRADY HI-Fi Kingsway Studios, Kingsway
North, Warrington, WAl 3NU Tel 01925 828009 Fax
01925 825773. Visa. Mastercard, Lombard Tricity. 2
dem rooms, home trial; Agencies include: Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Chord Electronics, DPA, Exposure,
Harbeth, Heybrook, Krell. LFD, Michell, Mission, Naim.
Orelle, Origin Live, Pink Triangle, ProAc. Roksan. SME,
Spendor, Wilson Benesch and many more.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 88 Bridge Street. Warrington,
WAL 2RF. Tel:- 01925 632179. See our man entry
under Preston, Lancs.

REPLAY AUDIO CONSULTANTS Tel/Fax
Chester (01244) 401290. Cheshire's alternative hi-fi
specialists. Honest advice and personal service. We
can demonstrate Alchemist, AVI, Henly, Heybrook,
LFD. Michell. Moth, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Neat,
Origin Live, Ortofon. Pink Triangle. Royd. Sonneteer,
Totem, Trichord. Demonstrations by appointment in
Chester or in your own home. Delivery & installation
available. Mastercard, Visa, Switch, Delta

SWIFT HI-FI St. Annes Parade, Wilmslow. 01625
526213, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood. Marancz, Nad.
Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek, Tannoy, Revolver, |P.W., M.
Short, Mission, Celestion, Technics, Audiolab, Castle
Open 9.30-6. Dem room. No pressure BADA member.

CLEVELAND

ACTION ACOUSTICS 155-157 High St.. Redcar,
Cleveland TSI0 3AN. 01642 480723. Audio
Innovations, Audio Note, Denon, Harman Kardon,
JBL. Michell, Musical Fidehity, Pink Triangle, Rogers,
Sugden, SonicLink. Townsend, TDL. Thorens etc.
Dem room appointment nec. Home Trial, Free
installation, service dept Int free credit facility
Access. Visa & HP. Open 9.15-5.30

CORNWALL

SOUNDS PERFECTION ‘Cornwalls most exclusive
Audio retailer’. Agencies include: Audiomecca. Analysis,
Audio Spectrum, Audionote, Cadence, Harmon
Kardon, Impulse, Konnekt Cables, Michell, Ortofon,
Parasound, Project, Phylosophy Cables, Rel and SME.
Home Demonstrations by Appointment. Tel/Fax
01326 221372 Mobile 0468 754353

CUMBRIA

MISONS SOUND & VISION Viaduct House,
Victona Viaduct, Carfisle, CA3 8AN. Tel (01228)
22620. Exposure, Heybrook, Aura, Bang & Olufson,
8 & W, Castle, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Sony, Sugden,
Yamaha, Demo Suite. No appts nec. Home triai
facilities. Free instailation. Service Department Mon
-Sat. 9- 5.30

PETER TYSON 6 Abbey Street, Carlisle,
Cumbria, CA3 8TX. Cumbria's premiere hi-fi
centre’. Part exchange welcome. (01228) 46756.
Audiolab, Linn, Misston, Pioneer, Marantz, Denon,
Philips., Technics and more. Dem Rooms. Dems
withut obligation. Home trial. Free instaltation. In-
house service dept. Access, Visa, HP. 9-5.30pm

PRACTICAL HI-F1 106 Enghsh Street, Carlisle,
CA3 8ND Tek- 01228 44792 See our main entry
under Lancaster.

DEYON

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 156 Sidwel! Street,
Exeter EX4 6RT. Tel: (01392) 491194 All that's
best in Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated
by friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and nstallation, home dems, part
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit facilities
with interest free on selected 1tems. Tues-Sat 9.00-
5.30. Closed Monday.

CHELSTON HI-FI 38 Walnut Road, Cheslton,
Torquay, Devon. TQ2 6HS. Tel: (01803) 606863
Where you can compare a range including Acoustic
Energy. Bose, Castle, Celesuion, Creek, Denon,
Heybrook, JPW, Kenwood, Marantz, Musical
Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel. Sony ect. Two dem rooms
(including AV room 25 x I8ft). Free instailation.
Free delivery up to 15 miles. Access, Visa, Amex.
Diners, Credit facilities. 9.30-7,30. Mon-Fri. 9.30-
6.00 Sat.

THE HI-FI ATTIC 58 New George St.,
Plymouth, Devon. PLI IRR. 01752 669511. We
stock most leading brands including Linn, Arcam,
Denon, Pioneer, Musical Fidelity amongst others,
and have an expert enthusiasuic staff. Premises
include attractive hi-fi and home cinema
demonstration rooms. We offer free installation
and credit facilities {written details on request) also
a fully equipped service department. We can also
provide a mail order service for all your LaserDisc
requirements. We accept Visa, Access, Amex.

) & A CAMERAS LTD.. Gammon Walk,
Barnstaple. Tel (01271) 75037 and 53 Mill St.,
Bideford. Tel (01237) 421791. Open Mon-Sat 9.00
to $.30. All Major brands of cameras, lenses and
cquipment stocked. Large darkroom section. Shde
projectors, digital cameras and scanners. Probably
the most comprehensive range in the South West
of England.

| & A HI-FI CENTRE. 85 Boutport St.,
Barnstaple, Tel. (01271) 24384. Open Mon-Sat 9.00
to 530. Arcam, Atacama, 8 & W, Cable Talk,
Castle, JVC, Sony, NAD, Marantz, Tannoy. Yamaha,
Sonneteer, Target. Private histening room for Hi-Fi
and Surround Sound. Also large selection of Video
Camcorder and editing equipment. Expert advice in
a quiet relaxed atmosphere.

DORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley Road, Poole,
Parkstone, Dorset BHI4 0AQ. Tel: (01202)
730865. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Cyrus.
Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Michell,
Micromega, Pioneer, Ruark, Shearne Audio. 2 Dem
rooms. Listen to the available choice and decide at
your leisure - no pressure, no obligation. Our staff
enjoy music, with our choice of products, you can
too! Service Department. Free installation. Home
trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Card.
Credit facities available. Open Mon-Fri 10-6. Sat
9-6

MOVEMENT AUDIO 336 Wimborne Road,
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 2HH. Tel:
(01202) 529988/520066 Arcam, B&W, Denon. KEF,
Marantz. Meridian, Mission, Pioneer, Sony, Yamaha.
Full dem facitlites available, also home dem.
Friendly expert advice. Service Department. Free
installation. Home trial facihities. Access, Visa,
Amex. Open Mon-Fri 9-5.30

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE Home
Cinema Specialists. Main agents for Bang & Olufsen,
Harman Kardon, |BL. REL, Mordaunt 5hort, Sony,
Technics and TDL. Demonstration facilities include
our unique Dolby pro-logic system comparator for
the ultimate way to choose the perfect system.
Also on demonstration large screen televisions
from Thomson, sony and Ferguson with video
projectors from Sharp and Seleco. Dawsons, 23
Seamoor Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth 01202
764965

SUTTONS HI-FI |8 Westover Road,
Bournemouth. Tel: (01202) 555512. Linn, Arcam
mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha, Denon
ctc. 2 siingle Speaker Listening Rooms. Home
Demonstrations. Free Instaifation. Open Mon-Sat
9-530 Call for detarls.

WEYMOUTH HI-FI 33-35 Maiden Street,
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA. Tel (01305) 785729.
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz,
Micromega, Musical Fidelity. Panasonic. Quad. Sony,
Technica, Yamaha. Dem room. Friendly professional
advice. Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area.
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial
facihuies. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch, Delta
Mastercard. Interest free credit. Instant credit. Open
Mon-Fr1 9.30-5.30 Sat - 9.30-5.30

ESSEX
AUDIO T 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill,
liford. (0181) 518-0915. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,B&W, Cyrus, Denon, Jamo,
KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission, Micromega, Monitor
Audio, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Trichord
Research, Yamaha & more. Tues/Thurs/Fri 10-7.
Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free
upgrades. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit. 2
Listering rooms. BADA Bonded.

GRAYSTON 50UND & VISION 33 Sir Isaac's
Walk, Colchester (01206) 577682. Akai, Arcam,
B&W, Boston Acoustics, Denon, Grundig, Infinity,
KEF, Linn, Loewe Opta, Meridian, Nokia, Philips,
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Ruark. Sennheiser, Spendor.
Thorens. Superb demo rooms, free regional delivery
and installation. Regular musical and surround
evenings, home demonstrations. Excellent credit
facilites.

OBJECTIVE AUDIO 191 Joyners Field, Harlow,
Essex, M18 7QD. Tel: (01279) 426 647 Fax:
(01279) B60460 Mobile: 0973 452368. Essex /
Herts border. Selected British and specialist
brands, new, Ex-dem and S/H. Mail Order Hi-
Fi purchased. Free Parking. Also see entry
under Herts.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 58 Bristol Road.
Gloucester, GLI 5SD. Tel. 01452 300046 Fax. 01452
310680.Al1 that's best in hi-fi carefully selected and
demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable staff, at
prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and installation,
home dems, part exchange, in house workshops, full
credit factlities with interest free on selected items.
Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 - 5.30. Closed Monday.

AUDIO T 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham. (01242)
583960. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Nakamichi,
Naim, Pioneer, Quad. Rotel, Technics, Trichord
Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat
9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free
upgrades. Home demonstrations. Part exchange.
Selected Interest Free Credit. Listening room. BADA
Bonded.

THE RIGHT NOTE - BATH
for specialist advice and home demonstrations. See
Avon.

HAMPSHIRE
AUDIO GALLERY Nr Petersfield Hampshire
01730-895194 Valve Speculists on a superior level.
Home dem. For Opeming hours and appointments
please ring 9.30am-7pm.

AUDIO T 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke. {01256)
24311, Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz,
Micromega. Mission, Naim, NAD, Nakamichi, Quad,
Royd. Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha &
many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit.
Listening room. Home Cinema. BADA Bonded.

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO Ltd. 2-12 Hursiey Road.
Chandlers Ford, Hants, SO53 2FU. Tel Southampton
(01703) 252827/265232. 3 Hi-Fi and 2 Home
Cinema/Dolby Surround Sound Demonstration
Rooms, one with Projection TV and an 8' wide screen.
Brands stocked irclude ARCAM (incl. Xeta), Audiolab,
Audioquest, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Gradient.
Infimty, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Potk, Quad,
Rotel, Seleco, Sennheiser, Soundstyle. Tannoy, Target
Audio, Thorens, & Yamaha. Established 1969, we offer
a 2-year Guarantee covered by our own well-
equipped Service Dept. We have a large FREE car
parking facility and we are located within 3 miles from
Junction 14 (M3'M27 Interchange) and Junctions I3
(M3) and § (M27). Closed Mondays, except in
December. Late Night: Thurs to 8pm. BADA Founder
Member. All deposits fully covered by BADA Bonding.

NOW THATS HI-F! 32 Arundel Street,
Portsmouth Tel: {(01705) 811230. Pioneer, Yamaha,
Marantz. Kenwwod, Mission, TDL, REL, Attacama and
much more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists. Accessory
center at 24 Arundel Way. Portsmouth. Tel: (01705)
811618

SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS Ltd 326 Portswood
Road, Southampton, Hampshire. Tel: 01703 559312.
Hand made Loudspeaker Systems! Tailored to your
ndividual tastes. Many real wood veneers. Any colour
fimsh available. U.K. suppliers of Driver Units for:
SEAS, VOLT, MOREL, VISATION, RCL, SCAN-
SPEAK & MORE. Home builder kits always on demo.
High quality accessories/components, comfortable
listerung area. ample free parking. friendly advice.
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HEREFORUSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford,
HR4 ODG. (01432) 355081. Arcam, AT.C., Audiolab,
Audion, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Cyrus Centre,
Denon, Exposure, KEF, Marantz. Michi, Micromega,,
Mission, Musical Technology,, NAD, Nakamichi, Pink
Triangle, Pioneer, REL, Rotel,Ruark, John Shearne.
SME, Stax, Systemdeck TDL. Yamaha. Single speaker
dem room, home trral facilities, free installation,
service dept, Access/Visa, Credit arranged. Open Mon-
Sat, 9.30-5.30pm .BADA members.

HERTFORDSHIRE
ACQUSTIC ARTS LTD 10 ST. Albans Road,
Watford, Herts. Tel: (01923) 245250. Fax: (01923
230798. Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W,
Bose, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe. Copeland,
Denon, KEF, Magneplanar, Marantz, Martin Logan,
Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS Audio, Professional
Mortor, Roksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus, Faber, Sonic Link,
TOL, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4 demonstration rooms.
Purpose built AV studio. Credit available. 100 yards
from Watford Junction station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30
{Thursday open unul 8pm)

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street, Bishops
Stortford Herts. Tel. (01279) 506576. Please see main
ad under Cambridge

AUDIO FILE / OBJECTIVE (THE) 37 Tower
Centre, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, EN 10
8UD. Tel: 01992 478666 Fax 01992 440431.
Selected British and specialist brands. New, Ex-
dem, and S/H. Mail order Hi-Fi Purchased. Free
Parking. Also see entry under Esex

DARBY's OF ST. ALBANS. é Market Place. St
Albans, Herts. Tel: (01727) 851596. Hertfordshire's
premier Hi-Fi‘Audio Visual specialists established 1946.
Full Home Cinema demonstration suite. Whether your
needs are large or small, we stock it all; Arcam,
Yamaha, Quad, Denon, Sony, Bang & Olufsen, Pioneer,
REL. KEF, Mission, Ruark. Celestion, Polk, and many
more. Free planning service. Free Delivery and basic
instalation. Full workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.

HAILEY AUDIO LTD 328 Ware Road. Hailey,
Hertford, SGI3 7PG. Tel: (01992) 442425. Fax:
(01992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system in one of
our three listening rooms, Retax with coffee or
something from the bar. Demonstrations include
Lexicon CP3 with THX surround sound with the
guaranteed deepest, tightest bass available. Chhose
your hi-fi (top valves and MOSFETS), LD, CDi etc in a
realistic domestic environment. Brands include: REL,
AC Magnum, CR Devs, Rotel, Celestion, Micromega,
Lumley, Reference, Acoustic Energy, royd, JPW, Sonic
tink, Harmon etc. We deliver anywhere in the UK for
home audition, or mail order. Access, Visa etc.

STUDIO 82 82 High Street, Harpenden, Herts ALS
25P. 01582 764246. Fax 01582 467022. ATC, AVvi,
Arcam, Aura, Audiolab, B&O, Bose, Castle, Denon,
Marantz, Mission, Musical Technology, NAD, Naim
Audio, Quad, Roberts Radio etc. Quiet single speaker
dem room. Appts nec. Home trial, Service dept. Visa.
Amex, Access and finance terms. 9-5.30 Mon-Sat.

HUMBERSIDE

ZEN AUDIO 35 George Street, Hull Tel. 01482
587397. "Comfortable listening rooms; Home dems;
Personal, friendly service; Free installations. Agencies
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio Innovations,
Audio Note, Audion, Alchemist. B&W, Cable Talk,
Chord CO. DPA, Densen, Denon, DNM, EAR,
Exposure, Fi-Rax, Harbeth, Heybrook, Impulse, KAR,
KEF, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio, Musical
Technology, Myryad, NAD, NAIM, Pioneer, REL,
Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark. Shearne Audio, Stands
Unique, Sugden, Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC, TDL,
Tube Technology, Vivanco and many others.

KEMT

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-Fl 40 High Street,
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female, any age,
to share common interest in musical Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi
Systems, Multi Room of Home Cinema. Attractive
unusual equipment in unusual setting, your place or
ours, we guarantee lasting pleasure. Open Mon-5at.
Appointment Service or just pop in. Tel (01233)
624441

AUDIBLE ELEGANCE, Bishopstone Lane,
Herne Bay, Kent, CTé 6RP Tei/Fax 01227
742928. Agencies include: Analogue Tracer
Cartridges, Art Audio, Gamma Acoustics,
Golden Dragon Valves, |M Labs Speakers,
Loricraft Audio, Nottingham Analogue,
Paragon Linear Tracking Arms, Sovereign
Valves, Trichord Research, Tube Technology.
Selected items of used equipment.
Demonstration by appointment only. Home
trial facilities.

DOVER HI-Fi 43 High Street, Dover. Tel: 01304
207562. Suppliers of quality hi-fi equipment including:
Arcam, Akai, Aura, B&W, Denon, Jamo, |PW,
Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic. ProAc, Quad, Rotel,
Ruarc, TDL, Technics, Tannoy. Part exchange.
Listening room. Service and repairs. Credit facilities.
Access/Visa. Open 6 days 9-5.30.

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 138 Pelham

Road Gravesend, Kent DAII OJH. Tel: 01474 569601.
Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akal, JVC, Jamo.
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ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE (09 The
Broadway Bexley Heath Kent DA6 7JH. TEL: 018} 298
7880. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai, [VC, Jamo.

THE LINN STUDIO Sondek LPI2* kneke* Karik*
Kairn* Klout* Kremlin* Keltik* Kaber*Keiledh*
Numerik® Tukan* Wakonda* Majik® Mimik* LK 100*
Ekos* Kudos* Arkiv* Brilliant” Lingo™ Valhalla™ Sekrit*
Akuv*...Dream systems for everyone from £2,000 to
£30,000+, A new deatership from a specialist family
business, blished in 1948. O ding service and
facilities. Multi-room specialist. 123 Snargate Street,
Dover, Kent. CT17 9AP. Tel: 01304 201525, Fax:
01304 240135.

KIMBERLEY HI-F! 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath,
Kent. Tel. 0181 304 3272. Sep dem rooms, Denon,
Technics, Kenwood, Aiw, NAD, Dual, Wharfedale,
Mission, Marantz, Tannoy. Castle, Monitor Audio,
Heco, Jamo, Cerwin Vega and many more.

PROGRESSIVE AUDIO 2, Maryland Ct, Rainham,
Kent, ME8 8QY. Tel. 01634 389004. Agencies include:
Audio Innovations, Audion, Audionote, Audio Mecca,
Audio Systems, Audio Static, Audio Technica. Chord
Amps, Cogan Hall, Conrad johnson, Convergent,
Denson, Goldring, Impulse, Koetsu, Levinson, LFD,
Lyra, Moth, Nordost, Origin Live, Pink Triangle, Proac,
SD Acoustics, Silversounds, SME, Sugden, Sumiko,
Systemdek, Snefl, Target, TDL. Transfiguration,
Townshend, Tube Technology, Unison Research,
UKD., Voyd, VPI, etc. Dems by appointment.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 24.26 Union
Street, Maidstone, Kent. Tel. (01622) 676703.
Fax (01622) 676723. The best place in town
for Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. * Three superb
dem rooms * Interest Free Credit * All leading
brands * Also Open Sundays 10 - 4.00pm.

V.J. Hi-Fi 29 Guildhall 5t. Folkstone Kent Tel: 01303-
256860. Stockists of: Mission, Tannoy, |.B.L, Pioneer,
Philips, Aiwa, Maranz. Musical Fidelity, Quad, Yamaha,
Denon and much more besides. Full audio and home
cinema demonstration facilities. Fully bonded BADA
members.Interest free credit available (subject to
status). Open Mon-Sat 9:00-6:00

LANCASHIRE
AUDIO EXCELLENCE 13| Friargate, Preston,
Lancs PR) 2EE Tel: (01772) 253057. Fax: (01772)
562731. All that's best in Hi-Fi carefully selected and
demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices
to suit all budgets. Delivery and installation, home

LEICESTERSHIRE
CLASSIQUE SOUNDS "Vintage Hi-fi Specialist”.
Stockists of: Garrard 301/401, Thorens, Quad, Leak,
Rega, Shirley Labs, Spendor, Wharfedale, Rogers,
Arcam, SME, Decca, Pioneer, UKD, Sugden, Musical
Fidelity, + much more.” Tel/ Fax Paul Greenfield on
UK + 0116 283 5821 or 0802 213 740 (mobile) any -
ume Classique Sounds, Classique House, 61 Aylestone
Drive, Leicester, LE2 8QE.

CYMBIOSIS 6 Hotel Street, Leicester, LEI SAW.
Tel: (0116} 2623754 Fax: (0116) 262 3758. Arcam,
Audiolab, Denon, Epos, KEF, Linn Hi-Fi, Linn AVSE,
Loewe Televisions, Micromega Classicline, Micromega
Stage, Mordaunt Short, Myryad, Projekt Furniture,
Rega. Rotel & Royd. Multiroom Design & Installaton.
Four listening lounges. Finanace available. Open 6 days
10am-5.30pm

ENCORE! Nr. Melton Mowbray. Tel. 01664
823282. Sugden, Densen, Umison, Tube
Technology, Ruark, UKD Opera, Keswick Audio
Research and Fi-Rax. As you can see from our
agencies, we are open-minded and able to present
diverse options for your appraisal. Unbiased and
unhurried demonstrations by apppointment incl.
evenings and weekends.

LEICESTER Hi-FI CO 6 Silver Walk, St Maruns
Square, Leicester LEI SEW. Tel: (01186) 2539753. Fax:
(01186) 2626097. Alchemist, Arcam, Aura, B&W,
Coptand, Haran Kardon KEF, Marantz, Michell,
Mission, Cyrus, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangte, Quad,
Roksan, Rotel, Sonus Faber, Technics, Yamaha and
more too numerous to mention. 2 Dem room. We
can demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit Facifiues.
All cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

STEREO SHACK 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. Tel:
(0116) 2530330. Fax: (0116} 2626097. Yamaha,
Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Aiwa, Cerwin Vega,
Pioneer, TDL. Thorens. JBL. Rotel, Celestion, Jamo &
many more. We are A.V. specialists, 2 dem rooms.
We can demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit
facilives and afl cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

LINCOLNSHIRE
COTTAGE AUDIO 17 Bridge Street. Saxilby, Nr
Lincoln. LNt 2PZ. Tel: (01522) 702834. Evenings:
(01522) 696708. ATC, AVI, Chord amplifiers, Harbeth,
LFD, Michell, Origin LiveKinshaw, QED, Royd. Sansui.
Sequence, Something sohd, Somic Link, etc.
Demonstration rooms. Home trial facilities. Free

dems, part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit
facilives with interest free on selected items. Tues-Sat
9.00-5.30. Closed Monday.

CLEARTONE 235 Blackburn Road (1/2 mile from
city center on the A 666 Blackburn Road) Bolton,
Lancs BLI 8HB Tel: (01204) 531423. Bolton's biggest
Hi-Fi superstore. Every top brand & all the best buys
at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castle, Celestion, Denon,
Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz,
Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL. Technics, Toshiba,
Yamaha. 2 dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 A/Y
Demo rooms, no appointments necessary. Service
department, free installation, home trial faciliues, free
parking, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest free
credit. Open Mon-Wed 10.00-6.00. Thurs-Fri 10.00-
7.00. Sat 9.00-6.00. 5un 11.00-5.00

MARTON MUSIC 5 Masterson Ave. Read,
Burnley, BBI2 7PL. Tel / Fax 01282 773 198 and
Email 106505.251 @compuserve.com. Hear
demonstrations of stereo and AV systems in a large
comfortable lounge, using the latest Bryston Pre-
Power Amps (20 year guar.) Mirage Bipolar
Speakers, with Yamaha DSP Surround Sound and
equipment from A.V., Ruark, Myriad, Sequence,
PMC and more, plus a range of custom built open
baffle, Transmission Line, and other speakers.
Home demos encouraged for complete satisfaction.
Main agents for : Liberty Audiosuite LoudSpkrs.
Electronic Testing System, LSPCAD Speaker Design
Package and other PC based room analysis systems.
Ring any time for an appt., Free advice or a
chat...we never close.

ORPHEUS AUDIO Tel: 01257 473175 See our
main entry under Greater Manchester.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 43 Friargate, Preston, Tel:-
01772 883958. The audio visual specialist, expert
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices, instant
free credit, part exchange welcome. Extended
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon,
Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission,
Kef, Jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of
LaserDiscs.

PRACTICAL HI-Fl 84 Penny Street, Lancaster, LA
IXN Tel:- 01524 39657 - See our main entry under
Lancaster.

PRACTICAL Hi-FI 33/35 Knowsley Street, Bolton,
Lancs Tel:- 01204 395789 - See our main entry under
Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 81 Whitegate Drive, Blackpool,
FY3 9DA Tel:- 01253 300599. See our main entry
under Lancaster.

llations and above all a personal, friendly service.

STAMFORD HI-Fl, 9 Red Lion Square, Stamford,
Lincs, PE9 2A]. Tel: (01780) 62128. Awa. Denon, KEF,
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad,
Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker
manufacturers. Expert advice and comparator
demonstrations, on two floors. Part exchanged hi-fi
purchased for cash. No appointments necessary.
Home trial facilities, free installation and service dept.
Mastecard, Visa and Credit Charge Finance available.
Mon - Sat 9-5.30 pm. Closed Thursdays.

LONDON

ALPHABEC LTD 392 Finchley Road. London, NW2
2HR. Stockists of Bose, 8oston, Clifford, Denon, Jamo,
JVC, Grundig, KEF, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, Sony,
Vivanco and Yamaha. Specialists in Multi-Room
Installations. Full service facilities. Credit terms
available. Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. Thurs 10am-1pm.
Tel: 0171 431 9133

AUDIO CONCEPT 27 Bond Street, Ealing, W5
SAS. Tel: (0181} 567 8703. Acoustic Energy, Audiolab,
Aura, B&O, B&W, Boston Acoustics, Canon, Castle,
Denon, Dual, Evolution, Infinity, |PW, KEF, Marantz,
Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Onix, Quad, Revox, Rogers, Rotel,
Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, Van den Hul. Two
dem rooms. Interest free credit, free local delivery &
installation, service department. 'Hi-Fi Specialists
without the attitude’

AUDIO T 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead.
(0171) 794-7848. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Denon, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Proac, Quad,
Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha & many
more. Tues-5at 10-6 Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year Hi-Fi
guarantee, 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit. 2
listening rooms. BADA Bonded.

AUDITORIUM 19 Middlesex Street. Bishopsgate,
London El 7JF. Tel: 0171 247 5000 Fax: 0171 247
0990. Friendly and honest advice on all your hi-fi and
multi-room requirements. full range of equipment
from Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Cyrus, Denon, Epos,
Kef, Micromega, Mission, Naim, Neat, Ortofon, Rega,
Ruark, Shahinian and Xlo. Opening hours: Mon-Fri
10.30am-7.00pm; Sat {}.00am-4.00pm; Only two mins
walk from Liverpool Street Station.

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE
158 Uxbridge Road, West Ealing, London, W13 858
Tel 0181 579 6315 Akai, Aiwa. A&R, Celeston, Dual,
Goodmans, Harman Kardon, |BL, |VC, Kenwood,
Marantz, Panasonic, Sennheiser, Sony, ES range,
Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha and many
more. Auth. Service Dept. Credit Facilities, Open
10.30 - 5.30 Mon-5at.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEM 248 Lee High Road,
Lewisham, London SEI3 SPLTel: 0181 318 S755/0t8I
852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz, Linn, Mission,
Cyrus, Nam, nakamichi, Quad, Rega, etc. 2 domestic
style listening lounges. Appts required, service dept,
home trial facilites, Int. free credit card, instant credit.
access, Visa. Opened Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed
Thursday.

CHOICE HI-Ft Tel. 0181 392 1959. Specialist dealers
in high end quality second-hand equipment. All main
brands in stock including Krell, Audio Research,
Wadia. Mark Levinson, Sonus Faber, Linn, Naim, SME
& many more. Generous price given on trade-in. Part
exchange welcome. Also dealers for Trichord, SME.
Gamma, Trilogy, Lumley, Boulder & many more.

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston-upon-Thames. Tel: (0181) 943 3530. for full
denails see entry under SURREY

HIFI EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham Court Road,
London WI. 0171 $80 3535. Arcam, Audiolab,
Mission, Cyrus, Quad, Celestion, Kef, Meridian,
Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha, TDL, Thorens, Marantz,
Nakamichi, Musical Fidelity and many more. Open
10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 9-6 on Sat. Service dept, Credit
facilities, delivery and free installation.

K | WEST ONE 26 New Cavendish St,, London
WIM 7LH. 0171 486 8262/63. Fax 017t 487 3452.
Two hi-fi & two home cinema dem studios. Appts pref.
Home trial. Installation by arrangement. Service dept.
Major credit cards. interest free credit on selected
items. Major brands stocked: Arcam. Audio Alchemy,
Audion, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W Castle,
Chord, Copeland, DPA. Epos,Graaf, Harbeth, KEF,
Klipsch, Krell, Lexicon, Marantz, Martin Logan,
Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Musical Fidelity,
Nitty Gritty, Pink, ProAc., Quad, Rel, Rotel, Orelle,
Sonus Faber, Stax. Tannoy, Theta. Unison Research,
Wilson Benesch. Open 6 days.

THE LISTENING ROOMS 6] Old Brompton
Road, London SW5 OL). (0171) 244 7750/59. Fax
(0171) 370 0192 Linn, Quad, Meridian, Nakamichi,
Arcam, Audiolab, Acoustic Energy, SME, Audio
Research, Krell, Wadia, Theta, Apogee, Martin Logan,
Pioneer, Tannoy, Systemdek, Stax, Pink Triangle,
Michell, Monitor Audio, Yamaha, Marantz, Kef, Bose,
Celestion, Epos, Mission, Denon, Neat Peute. Mon-Sat
10-6pm.

ORANGES AND LEMONS 61-63 Webbs Road,
Battersea, swll. Tel: 0171 924 2040. juicy fruit from
London's freshest Hi-Fi / Home Cinema retailer, now
in our second year. Telephone demonstrations, or just
pop in. Ali the usual, i.e. friendly and efficient service,
free home installation, credit cards, 0% credit finance
available (subject to status), plus..all the very best from
Arcam, Cable Talk, Castle Acoustics, The Chord Co.,
Denon, Epos, Kef, Maranzz, Micromega. NAD, Naim
Audio, Neat, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark,
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Yamaha and more.

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 35 Moscow Road,
Bayswater, London, W2 4AH. Tel:017} 229 2077. Fax:
0171 727 9348. Nearest tube stations are Queensway
and Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters availuble.
Demonstration room available by appointment.
Stockists of 8&0, NAIM, REGA, Micromega, Cyrus,
Denon and Epos. Payment Via, Access, Visa. Cheques,
Cash and interest free credit facilities (details on
request.) Open 10.30am-6.00pm, Tue-5at.

TIME & TUNE For T.V, video, Hi-Fi, and in-Car Hi-
Fi. we are dealers of: Aiwa, Bose, Hitachi, Jamo,
Kenwood, Marantz, Mitsubishi, Nad, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Sony, Technics. For these and more come
and see us at Time & Tune, 218-220 Whitechapel Rd,
London, EI 1BJ. Or call 0171 377 2000

UNIQUE AUDIO Tel: 0181 4507384. Specialists in
our field of high end, high Fidelity Audio Products inc!:
Audiosynthesis, LFD, VP, Audiophysics, Yamayuru,
Pink Triangle, QLN, Townsend, Credo, XLO,
Rockport, Michell, Impulse to name ust a few! We are
also valve and vinyl experts and can offer ex-dem and
2nd hand equipment too. 9.00am-7.00pm Mon-Sat.

GREATER MANCHESTER
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OLI
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502 Linn,
Naiim, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, Mission, Micromega,
Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion, Nakamichi, Dynavector.
Free installaton. Record Club. Major credit cards and
credit facilives. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00- 5.30,
8pm on Thurs.

ORPHEUS AUDIO _Passlon for Total Fidelity...
Authorised Dealer for: Acoustic Precision, Acoustics,
Art Audio, Audio Alchemy, Audio Analogue,
Audiomeca, Audio Physic, Audio Synthesis, Boulder,
Burmester, Cabasse, Conrad Jones, Croft, DPA,
E.A.R., Electrocompaniet, Forsell, Fullers, Gamma
Acoustics, Golden Tube, Graaf, Klipsch, Living Voice,
Lowther Voigt, Magnum, Meracus, OCM, Oracle,
Orelle, Ortofon, Papworth, Project, Pentachord, Pink
Triangle, Purist, QED, Sequence, Stax. Teac, Triangle,
Trichord Research, Totem, Unison Research,
Yamamura Churchill, YBA and others. Free
delivery/installation. Call for list of part ex. bargains.
Demonstrations by arrangement in Standish (J27 off
the Mé), or in your own home without obligation. Tel:
01257 473175 (evening calls welcome).

HI-FI WORLD



PRACTICAL HI-FI 65 Bridge Street, Manchester
M3 3BQ Tel:- 0161 839 8869 See our main entry
under Lancaster

SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-8 St. Annes Parade
Wilmslow. Tel (01625) 526213. Aura. B&W, Denon,
Kenwood, Maranz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy.
Revolver, |PW, Open 9.30-6.00pm. 2 dem. rooms.
No pressure!

MERSEYSIDE
ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 INH
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main ad under
Cheshire.

WIRRAL HIF) (Audio Consultants) |17 Shore
Bank, Wirral, L62 1DB Tel/Fax: 0151 645 4621. We
believe in value for money. That's why we only
stock audio equipment that has been carefully
selected for its price, build, & most important
excellent sound quality.The following manufacturers
offer ali this DPA. Gamma, Klyne, Magnum,
Monarchy, Orelle, Rase, Teac, Tube Technology.
XLO, Audio Synthesis, Audio Alchemy, Audiomeca,
Audio Valve, Arion, Alon, Base, Bolder, Carver,
Cary Audio, Castle, Dynaudio, Electroacompaniet.
Golden Tube, Grado, Heybrook, Lyra, Parasound,
SD Acoustics, Shun Mook, Sound Lab, Stax, Sumiko,
Triangle. For friendly advice, free local delivery &
installation, demonstration facilities by appointment.

MIDDLESEX

AUDIO T i59a Chase Side, Enfield. (0181) 367-
3132. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Kenwood, KEF,
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Trichord Research,Yamaha
& many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year
Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX. Selected
Interest Free. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema
specialists. BADA Bonded.

MUSICAL IMAGES 45 High Street, Hounslow,
Middlesex. Tel.(0181) S69 5802. Fax. (0181) 569
6353.

MUSICAL IMAGES 173 Station Road, Edgeware,
Middlesex. Tel. (0181) 952 5535 . Fax. (018F) 952
5535. Most brands available - see full page advert.
Interest free credit, ask for details. Demo rooms.
Repairs & Service. Sunday opening - Open all week.
A Home Cinema Specialist. Mail order. Part
exchange.

RIVERSIDE HI-F} LTD. 422 Richmond Road. East
Twickenham, Middx. TWI 2EB. Tel: 0181 892 7613.
Fax: 018l 892 7749. E-mail:
soundadvice@riversidehifi.co.uk.  Internet:
http//www.riversidehifi.co.uk/ “Where dreams
come true”. Experience the ultimate 1n home
theatre. Starring DTS and AC3 supported by
Angstrom, Bank & Olufsen, Owin, Denon, Harman,
Krell, Lexicon, Martin Logan, NHT, Onkyo, Pioneer,
Rel, RCF, Yamaha, TV and projection systems, 2
screen home cinema compiex. 0% finance available
countrywide (subject to status). Professional home
wnstallatiion and design consultancy. Open Monday
to Saturday 10am-5.30pm

NORFOLK .

BASICALLY SOUND The Old School. School
Road, Bracon Ash {Nr Norwich), Norfolk, NR14
8HG.Tel:(01508) S70 829. Stockists of the following
leading Hi-Fi:Arcam, Audiolab, Audio Alchemy,
Denon, Naim, Epos, Micromega, Heybrook,
Nakamichi, Rotel, Royd, TDL. Beyer, Grado,
Sennheiser, Dynavector, and more.Bada members, 2
comprehensive demo rooms.

ZEROTH AUDIO GT Yarmouth.Tel:(01493)
443693. Audio analyst and consultant, supplier of
quality new and second user audiophile equipment
for Norfolk and Suffolk. Authorised stockist of
Trichord Research, Orelle/XTC, Bandor, CableTalk
etc, please phone for full list. Computer aided
reports on your current system, advice updates etc.
Appointments only.

NORTHAMPTON
CLASSIC HI-FI At Classic Hi-Fi we cover the best
in quality sounds. Be it a question of taste, a
question of balance or a question of price, we're the
ones to help. We stock: Marantz, Nad, Pioneer,
Aura, Yamaha, Heybrook, LFD. Sugden, Rotel,
Kenwood, B & W, Kef, Rogers, Monitor Audio,
JPW, Shearne Audio, Royd, Audio Alchemy, Teac
and many more. For more details call: 01536 310855

LISTEN INN 32 Gold Street. Northampton, NNI
IRS. Tel: (01604) 37871 Fax: (01604) 601 430. Linn,
Rega, Audiolab, Naim, Denon, Arcam, KEF, Marantz,
Royd, Micromega, Mission, Rotel, Myryad, Epos, and
more. Open 10am-5.30pm (closed Thursday).

NOTTINGMAMSHIRE
CHANTRY AUDIO 18-18a Eldon Street,
Tuxford, Nr Newar«, Notts, NG22 OLH. Tel. 01777
870372.  Pink Triangle, Absolute Sounds,
Micromega, DPA, Alchemist, CD developments,
SME, Meridian, Ruark, Rotel/Michi, Audion, Monitor
Audio + much more. Three demo rooms inc. Home
Cinema, home trial, free installation, service dept.
Access, visa, credit facilities, Mail order, Mon-Sat
9 30-6.00, Sun and evenings by appointment.

HI-FI WORLD

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time
purchaser and the seasoned audiophile with the
same high level of care and interest. Our aim is long
term customer satisfaction. We achieve this with
quality impartial advice, quality back up and service
and genuine interest 1n your needs. We have an
established reputation for achieving sound quality
benchmarks with innovation. We have an extensive
range of carefully selected agencies. We are open
Mon-Frt 9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30.
Visa/Mastercard/Amex. Deliveries nationwide and
worldwide. Extensive second hand stock.
components from £10.00 to £75000. Call for more
information. Tel/Fax (0115) 9813562

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE 120-122
Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tef:- 01602 786919.
Over 1S years experience, superb demo rooms,
extensive range, free parking. Mon-Sat 9-5.30

OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD 3 Marketplace,
Wallingford (midway between Oxford and Reading).
01491 839305. Aura, B&W, Technics, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Kenwood, Sony, Yamaha, Denon, Dual,
Marantz, Mission, Tannoy. Kef, Mordaunt Short.
One Listening and one Home Cinema room. Home
trial, free instaliation. Service department. Access,
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 9-5.30,
Sat 9-5. Records & CDs stocked.

OVERTURE HIi-Fi, 3 Church Lane. Banbury.
OX16 8LR. Tel (01295) 272158. Arcam, Bose,
Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Linn Products, Mission,
NAD, Naim Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible
unbiased advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts.
Superb demo facilities. No appts. necessary, service
dept. free nstall, home trial. Access/Visa, instant
credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30.

AUDIO T 19 Old High Street. Headington, Oxford
(01865) 65961. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad,
Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha &
more. Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Thurs until 8.00.
3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX.
Selected Interest Free. 2 listening rooms. Home
Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded.

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay
House, Park End Street, Oxford OXI IJE. Tel
(01865) 791665. Quad. Denon, Spendor, Aura,
Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink Triangle, Roksan,
Krell, Sonus Faber, NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity,
Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL. Demo room, Home
trial and free installation. Instant credit, Access,
Amex, Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat.

WESTWOOD & MASON 46 George Street,
Oxford. Tel/Fax: 01865 247783. Open 10.00am -
5.00pm. Closed all day Thursday. Demonstration by
appointment if possible. Spacious demonstration
lounge. We stock : Naim, Rega, Arcam, Mission,
Marantz, Denon, Yamaha, Klipsch, Royd, B&W,
Ayra, Rotel, Chord Co., Infinity, KEF, etc.

SHROPSHIRE

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
Specialist. Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road.
St. Leonards-on-Sea, E.Sussex. (01424)
437165/432398. Stockist of quality equipment
including: Audio Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruark,
Marantz, NAD, |BL, Royd, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel,
Traget, Cabie Talk, Technics, TDC, Yamaha,
Kenwood. Air conditioned listening rooms, on site
service and repair faciities

SHROPSHIRE HIFI St Michael Street,
Shrewsbury, Shrops. SYt 2ES. Tel. 01743 232065.
Stockists of Musical Fidelity, Mordaunt Short, Sony.
Kenwood, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, B&W, Proac.
Audio Visual. Products available. Open 9.30 -
$.30pm Mon-Sat.

STAFFORDSHIRE

SOUND OF MUSIC 95 Nantwich Road, Crewe,
Cheshire,. Tel. (01276) 214143. Why not listen and
hear the original sound of music and let your ears
be delighted with the best British Hi-Fi has to offer
from brands such as: Audio Alchemist. A.V.; B&W;
Castle, Exposure, Kef, Micromega, Myriad, Project.
Roksan, Shearn, TDL and many more. Opening
Hours: Tues - Sat, 10.00am - 6.00pm.

SUFFOLK
ANGLIA AUDIO The Street, Hessett, Bury St
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP30 9AZ Tel. 01359 270212.
“Hi-Fi and speaker centre dedicated to quality hi-fi
since 1971. Open 10-6. Closed Weds and Sundays.
Evening and Sunday Dems by appointment.

AUDIO IMAGES 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield,
South Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 6JL. Tel/fax: 01502
582853. Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, Rotel, Moth,
JPW, Sugden, Mission, Project, Denon, Yamaha
surround sound. Audio Innovations, plus the
amazing ROTHWELL range. Separate dem room, no
appts nec. 10-6.30 Tues-Thurs, 7pm Fri. épm Sat.

EASTERN AUDIO 41 Bramford Road, Ipswich,
Tel. 01473 217 217. Fax 01473, 21570S. Quad,
Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, Mission, Denon, Rotel.
Marantz, NAD, Sony. Rogers, Nakamichi,
Systemdek, Technics, Celestion, B&W, Tannoy,

Morel Thorens and Top Tape. Also stock a wide
range of accessories. usual credit facilities. A BADA
dealer.

SURREY
INFIDELITY 9 High Street,Hampton Wick,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey. KT1 4DA. Tel. 0181
943 3530. Stockists of: Arcam, Creek, Epos,
Heybrook, Micromega, Naim Audio. Neat. Rega.
Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Teac, Yamaha. Open Teues -
Saturday. 10.30am - 7.00pm.

ROGERS HIFI 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey,
(01483) S61049. B&W, Castle, Denon, Dual, |BL.
Harmon Kardon, Kenwood, Marantz, Micromaga,
Mordaunt Short, Moth, Myriad, Musical Fidelity.
Pioneer, Rel, Royd, Ruark, Systemdexik. Tannoy,
TDL, Teac, Thorens. Dem facilities available, no
appts necessary, free installation, service dept.
Access/Visa. Instant credit upto £1,000 subject to
status. Monday-Saturday, 9.30-6pm, later by appt.

SPALDINGS HI-Fl 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd.,
Croydon, Surrey, CRO 7AT. 0181 654 1231/2040. 3
dem rooms and home dem. Free installation/credit.
Meridian, Linn, Naim, Quad, Arcam, Audiolab,
Mission, Denon, Tannoy, Marantz, Ruark. Mon-Sat
9-6. Tues 9-8. . Service dept. (3 Dem rooms incl.
AV. 0% credit).

SURREY HIFI 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey,
RH9 8LS. (01883) 744755. Demonstration rooms &
Free parking available. "Home Cinema on
Demonstration.” Arcam, Audiolab, Kef, Kef
Reference, Rogers, TDL, Thorens, Denon, Bose,
Marantz, Yamaha, M&K Sub-woofers, Musical
Fidelity, Cable Talk, Qudos, Stands Unique,
Alphason, Target, Partington, Atacama Stands, Bayer
Headphones, Sennheiser. 0% interest. Credit Cards,
Free installation service dept. Closed all day
Wednesday.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 35 High
Street, New Malden, Surrey. Tel (0i81) 942
9567 or Fax. (0i81) 336 0820. Six superb
dem rooms, Interest free credit on all
leading brands * Also Open Sundays 10 -
4.00pm.

ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon. Tel:-
0181 - 688 2093. The UK’s First and Finest Home
Cinema Store. 3 Demonstration Rooms. Laser Disc
CRT and Projection TV Centre. Many brands
stocked including Arcam, Audiolab, Merdian,
Lexicon, Kef, Pioneer, Rotel, Yamaha, REL and
Panasonic. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00pm. All major credit
cards accepted. Finance available. Evening
demonstrations by appointment.

SUSSEX (EAST)

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
Specialist. Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road,
St. Leonards-on-Sea, E.Sussex. (01424)
437165/432398. Stockist of quality equipment
including: Audio Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruark,
Marantz, NAD., JBL. Royd. Dal, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel.
Traget, Cable Talk, Technics, TDC, Yamaha,
Kenwood. Air conditioned listening rooms, on site
service and repair facilities.

THE POWERPLANT “Brighton's Leading Hifi
Shop". 66 North Street, Brighton, Tel. 01273
775978. Comfortable listening rooms.
Knowledgeable and approachable staff. Roksan,
Micromega, Exposure, Audiolab, Epos. Rotel,
Marantz. Cyrus, Regal, Arcam, Mission and more.

SUSSEX (WEST)

AUDIO DESIGNS 26 High Street, East Grinstead,
West Sussex RHI9 3AS. Tel/Fax (01342) 314569.
Hi-Fi, Home cimema + multi room specialists.
Authorised specialists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Castle,
Cyrus, Epos, KEF, Linn (inc AVS|), Marantz, Mission,
Naim, Pioneer {inc LaserDisc), Quad, Rel, Rotel,
Sony, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Target, Thorens,
Yamaha & more. 3 dedicated demonstration rooms
- Hi-Fi & Home cinema. Service dept 0% finance
available 9.30-6.00 Mon-Sat. Late by appointment.

DEFINITIVE AUDIO Tel/fax Brighton 01273
276716. We specialise in the assembly of natural
sounding dynamic audio systems which use high
quality valve amplification and hhigh efficiency
toudspeakers. If dynamic, effortiess sound with
natual tibre appeals to you give us a ring. If you
prefer small strained wearing transistor sound don’t
bother. f you are a first time buyer bewildered by
the amount of choice and opinion give us a ring
anyway. Selected components from: Arcadia, Audio
Innovations, Audio Note, Border Patrol, Bravura,
Goldring, Living Voice, SMC, Voyd. Relaxed
demonstrations in comfortable home enviroment.
Appointments only please. VisalAccess. No Credit

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 202 Findon
Road, Worthing, Sussex. Tek:- 01903 872288 or
0860 660001 eves. Three comfortable
demonstration lounges where you can audition;
Audionote, Krell, Audio Research, Klipsch, Marun
Logan, Apogee. Sonus Faber, Theta, S.M.E. Copland,
Yoyd, Magneplanar, E.M.F., Lumley Reference,
Creek, Rotel, Heybrook, Clearaudio. Phone for
used stock list.

"We are the South Coast's Premier Hi-Fi Specialist’

TYNE & WEAR
FERROGRAPH SPARES & SERVICES Reel to
reel tape recorder servicing facilities,spare part and
refurbished equipment suppliers.Main brands
supported: Ferrograph and Revox.. In total, around
90% of the entire range of Ferrograph spare parts
are still available from stock. Our service
department also covers all Ferrograph recorders
from the range. Call today for further information.
Suite 7, Cookson House, River Drive, South Shields,
Tyne and Wear, NE33 |)X. Tel: 019} 427 7774
Fax:019t 427 $566 E-mail lee@ferrograph.win-

uk.net.
WARWICKSHIRE

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI CO 23a Regent
Street, Leamington Spa, Warwks CV32 SE). Tel:
01926 888644. Fax: 01926 887486. E-mail:
k.browne@bbcncs.org.uk. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad,
Meridian, Marantz, Denon, Pioneer, Yamaha, NAD,
Micromega, Mission, Kef, Celestion, Atacama,
Technics, Trichord, TDL. Rel, Ixos. Single speaker
dem room. We do not use any comparetors. We
also have full demonstration of Projection T.V. with
Laserdisc and full Pro Logic systems. Part exchange
welcome. Please phone or E-mail for prices. We
have in stock over 200 Laserdiscs. Call for our latest
catalogue.

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regent St, Rugby,
Warwks CV21 2QF. Tel: 01788 S40772. Agents for:
Arcam, Audiolab, B&O, Castle, Celestion, Denon,
Dual, Kef, Mission, Marantz, Meridan, Pioneer,
Quad, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Yamaha & many more. 2
year warranty on all hi-fi separates. 2
Demonstration rooms, Home Trials, All Major
Credit Cards Accepted, Mail Order Welcome. Ring
Now For Keenest Prices. Open Monday - Saturday
9-5.30. Ciosed Wednesday. If We Haven't Got it It’s
Probably Not Worth Having.

STRATFORD HI-F) 10a Chapel Street. Stratford
upon Avon, Warwickshire. Tel: (01789) 414533.
Arcam, B&W, Bose, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Monitor, Audio, NAD,
Panasonic, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics,
Yamaha. Demonstration room. Service facilities.
Mail order, Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30
Monday to Saturday. all major credit cards.

WEST MIDLANDS
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION 10 Boldmere
Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, Tel. 0121
354 231 1. Audio Innovations, B&O, Castle, John
Shearn, QED, Rotel, Wharfedale. Single speaker
demo, appts preferred, service available,
installations, B&O link install, home traals,
Access/Visa, interest free credit available subject to
status. 9.30-6.00pm 6 days.

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE 163
Spon Street Coventry Tel: 01203 525200 Fax: 01203
631403 Audiolab - Audio Alchemy-Atacama Aura -
Arcam - Audio Quest - Alphason - Apollo - Bang &
Olufson - Bose - Castle - Canon - Cable Talk -
Celestion - Chord - Cyrus - Denon - Dual
Foundation - Heybrook - IXOS - Kef Reference -
JBL - JPW - Jamo - Kenwood - Lasor Disc Marantz -
Meridian - Monitor Audio - Micromega - Mission -
Michell Gyrodek Monster - Morduant Short -
Musical Fidelity - Nakamichi - NAD - Ortofon -
Onkyo - Panasonic - Pioneer - Polk Audio - Quad -
QED - REL - Rega - Revolver - Rogers - Rotel -
Royd - Sennheiser - Systemdek - Target - Teac -
Technics - Tannoy - Thorens - TDL - Van Den Hutl -
Wessex - Yamaha Much Much More In Store on 3
Floors 4000 SQ Feet with 3 Dedicated Hi Fi Demo
Rooms of the very Best Hi Fi Plus 2 A/V Demo
Rooms. Nice staff Nice coffee. Appts Nec. Service
Dept. Free Install & Home Trial. All Credit Facilities.
Plus Interest Free Credit. Open 9.30am to S$.30pm
Monday to Saturday.

GRIFFIN AUDIO 94 Bristol St., Birmingham, Tel.
0121 622 2230/0121 692 1359.Tues-Sat 10 a.m.-6
p.m. Enjoy music at home with a system from Griffin
Audio. We demonstrate and install the very best hi-
fi, with systems from £500 to £25,000. Ask for Bob,
Tim or Alex. Linn, Naim, Shahinian, Quad, Arcam,
Rega, Denon, Marantz, Rotel.

WILTSMIRE

AUDIO T 60 Fleet Street, Swindon. {01793)
538222. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Naim,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Trichord
Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6. 3
year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery & mstallation. 30
day free upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX.
Selected Interest Free Credit. 2 listening rooms.
Home Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded.

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD, I5 Catherine Street,
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2DF. Tel (01722) 322169.
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark, Sony,
Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms. Friendly, relaxed
atmosphere. Professional advice. Home dem
available. Service department, Free installation.
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. Interest
free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30.

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under AVON heading
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WORCESTERSHINE
COLORAMA H-Fi 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingsfisher
Centre, Redditch, Worcs B97 4EY (01527) 597260.
Marantz, Rotel, Harman Kardon, Ixos, Sennheiser,
Teac, NAD, Onkyo, TDL, Polk Audio, B&W. Full
Pro-logic products. In-store integraated dem
facities. No appts required, service dept. Access,
Visa. Open 9-5.30. closed Thursdays.

MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE 18I, Franche
Road, Kidderminster, Worcs, DY1 | SAD. Tel.
01562 822236 Mobile. 0421 605966.0pen seven
days a week, 9.30am to 6.30pm. By appontment.
Evening demos arranged.2 demo rooms, home
demos. Part exchange always welcome, service
facility, free delivery. Analogue Hi-End speciahst.
Agencies include Rokan,Rega, Audionote, Audio
Alchemy, Apogee, Proceed, B&W Tech, Heybrook,
Sonic fink, Q.L.N. and many more.Access, Visa and
Switch, finance on request.

SPAINS HI-F§ 2 & 2a New rd, Bromsgate Worc's
Tel: 01527 872460. Aura, Apollo, Audioquest, baw,
Denon, Harmon Kardon, jbl, jvc, Kef, Kenwood.
Marantz, Mission, nad, Nakamichi, Onkyo, Pionecr,
qed, rel, Revolver, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy,
Thorens, etc. 2 Demonstration Rooms, Home
Cinema Speculists, 0% Finance available on selected
products, Part Exchange welcome, on site service
dept; wide range of television, video, mini systems
etc. in stock.

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO 158 Ombersly Road,
Worcester WR3 7HA. Tel 01905 458046. Fax.
01905 457585. Naim, Rega, Rotel, Marantz,
Nakamichi, NAD, Audiolab, Roksan, Meridian, B&W,
Audio Research, Krell, Martin Logan, Arcam. 9-5.30
Mon-Sat, eve's by appt only.

YOUXSHIRE (NORTH)
HARROGATE HI-FI, 15 Commercial Street,
Harrogate, N.Yorks. Tel (01423) 504274. One of
the best ranges of quality hi-fi in the North of
England, including Lumley valve amplification, Audio
Research, Musical Fidelity, Martin Logan, Sonus
Faber, Castle, Orelle, Michell, Ruark, Stax, Copland.
Tannoy. NAD. Onkyo, Rotel, Meridian, Lexicon,
Project, Silver Sounds, Cogan Hall, DNM. Home
Cinema dems. Home dems. (appts. not always
required). Service Deptt. All major credit cards
accepted. Credit facilities available. Open 10-6.
Why!? Because music matters.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

HIFI STUDIOS DONCASTER The best range of
quality hi-fi in the north of England - Unison valve
amps and phono stages, Michell Gyrodec and Orbe -
Alchemist amplifiers, Electrocomp Sugden,
John Shearne amphfiers. TOL, Audio Alchemy,
Proac, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Impulse Horns, Densen
Amplifiers, Apogee, Stemfoort, Kinshaw, Pink
Triangle, Morel Speakers, Heybrook, Monitor
Audio, Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research Speakers,
AMC, CR Developments (Valves), Art Audio
(Valves), REL Subwoofers, Exposure, Target, Sonic
Link, Chord, Audio Quest + Yamaha & Klipsch
Home Cinema Demonstrations. BADA members.
Phone Jeff or Neil on 01302 781387

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 8 Waestgate
Chambers, Rotherham Tel: 01709 370666, 184
Fitzwillam Screet, Sheffield Tei: 01142 756048 -
Audio Alchemy. Atacama, Arcam, Audio Lab, Audio
Quest, Beyer, Bose, Canon, Castle, Cyrus, Celston,
Denon, Jamo, John Shearn (Amplifiers), Linn,
Marantz, Mission, REL (Sub Woofers), Rogers
(Speakers & Amplifiers), Royd, Sennherser, Spendor,
Tannoy "D", T.D.L., Technics, Yamaha. Demo rooms
(6), Home Cinema, Access, Visa, Switch, Interest
free credit (details available upon request), up to 5
years guarantee.

SOUNDWAVE AUDIO 22 Lord Mayor's Walk,
York. YO3 7HA. Tel. 01904 646309. Hi-Fi sales incl.
NAD, Onkyo, Dali, Cerwin Vega, Teac, Kenwood,
Ortofon, Alchemist, jamo and many others. In-
house workshops for repairs and svcg. on all makes.
Dem-room incl. Home Cinema. No pushy sales
staff!! Just good equipment and a friendly
atmosphere.

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate,
York Y03 7EQ. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully
chosen Hi-Fi and AV equipment includes Arcam,
B&W, Denon, Linn, M&K subwoofers, Naim, Rega.
Rotel, Royd, etc 3 dem rooms incl. Home Cinema
and Mult-room facihties. Service Department.
Home nstallations. Instant Credit and major credit
cards . Closed Mondays. Phone for chat and more
detalls.

VICKERS HI-FI 24 Gillygate, York. Tel:(01904)
629659. There's a lot we could say - but it’s all
there already i our ad n this 1ssue. (See Mamn ad
ndex on page 130 to find Vickers) ..Why not look
at the whole picture?

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

AUDIO PROJECTS 45 Headingley Lane, Leeds
Tel: (0113) 230 4565 Eve. Tel: 0973 834 724 ‘Linn
Hifi, Linn AV, Arcam, Myryad, Castle, Musical
Technology. Loewe, Creek, Kef Custom, etc.
Installations a speciality. Home Trals. Linn & QED
multiroom systems on demonstration. Tues-Fr
9.30-6.00, Sat 10.00- 5.00
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HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE 4 Cross
Church St. Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. B&W,
Cyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical
Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab. Marantz. Mission, ect.
Dem facilities - appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30,
Thurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credit
facilives. Access, Visa

PREMIER AUDIO Wakefield (01924) 255045. A
brand new company offering a range of exciting
Audiophile products carefully selected and
professionally demonstrated. Equipment includes
Audio Synthesis, Chord Company, Classé, cable
Talk, DPA, EAD, Exposure, Harbeth, Kora, Mirage,
Myryad,Orelle, Trichord and many others.
demonstration facilites, Home demonstrations &
Free installation. Part Exchange & used equipment
Available. telephone for details and opening offers.

cemeenaesSCOTLANDosneeee

CENTRAL

COLIN MACKENZIE’S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 013 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 629011. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-
Bytes, Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked.
Free five year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen
prices.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226
5711, Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist,
now at new larger premises

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY
RIVER HI-Fl 28 Church Crescent,
Dumfries (situated above Barnstorm
Records) Tel. 01387 267048 Fax. Mobile:
0468 038306. Selected Agencies include:
Naim, Rega, Roksan, Alchemist, Kef,
Trichord, Marantz, QLN, Tannoy, Orelle,
Rotel, Teac, Triangle, Infinity, Densen,
Musical Fidelity, Neat, Revox, Apogee, Pro-
ject Turntables, Sennheiser, Stax, Primare,
Soundstyle, Nordost, Stands Unique,
Atacama, Van den Hul, Chord Company,
MIT, etc.

LOTHIAN

LOUD & CLEAR 520 St Vincent Street,
Finniestone, Glasgow G3 8XZ. Tel: {0141) 221 0221
- not |ust another hi-fi shop, combining friendly
advice with specially selected products and the
keenest prices. Three dem rooms and full service
installation faciltities. Interest Free Credit available
on selected products. Naim, Exposure, Alchemust.
Marantz, Denon, Rotel, Teac, Systemdek, Aiwa, Kef,
Tannoy, TDL, Mordaunt Short, Royd, Epos. Mon-Sat
10.00am - 6.00pm. Thursday 10.00 am - 7.00pm.
Complimentary parking at PC World, Finniestone
Street.

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 62901 1. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-
Bytes, Menidian, etc. Most major Brands stocked.
Free five year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen
prices.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St. Glasgow 0141 226
5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist,
now at new larger premises

MUSIC MILL 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EHé
SQG. Tel: 0131 555 3963 Fax: 0131 555 3964.
Audio Research, Copland, Naim Audio, Krell,
Roksan, Marantz. DPA, AVI, Martin Logan, Pro-Ac,
Wilson Audio, Theta Digital, Transparant Audio,
Alchemist, AVI, Quadraspire, Stands Unique.
Listening Rooms, Free Parking, Full Workshop,
Delivery and Installation. Open Tues-Sat 10-6.00
pm. Please phone for a map or contact Al, Fraser,
Mark, or Mike.

GRAMPIAN

HOLBURN HI-FI 44] Holburn Street. Aberdeen.
Tel: 01224 585713 Arcam, Audiolab, B&W,
Celestion, Denon, Dual, Epos, Heybrook. ION,
Kenwood, Creek, Marantz, Menidian, Mission,
Cyrus, M.S., NAD, Nakamichi, Proneer, QED, Quad,
Revox, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale,
Yamaha. 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

AYRSHIRE

THE SOUND FOUNDATION The Sound
Foundauion, 22 Nelson Street, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire.
KAl IBA (01563) 574185. Equipment by Sugden,
Audio Note, ProAc, Harbeth, Michell, Castle, Voyd.
Trichord Research, Firax and Stands Unique. Full
credit facilities available, all major credit cards
accepted

STRATHCLYDE

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 013§ 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 013t 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 629011. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-
Bytes, Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked.
Free five year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen
prices.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226
57H1. Glasgow’s oldest estabhshed hifi specialist.
now at new larger premises

STEREO STEREO 278 St Vincent Street,
Glasgow, Tel: 0141 248 4079 E mail Stereo @ cix.
compulink.co.uk We will supply the most musicat
sound for your budget and if you take the time to
visit us we will take the time to return the
compliment with free nstallation of your chosen
equipment. Open 10-6.00pm closed Sunday,
Tuesday Instaliation Naton-wide Interest free credit
available .

WALES:

NORTH WALES
ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd.. Chester CH2 3NH
Tel: 01244 344227. See our man ad under
Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road,
Wrexham, North Wales, Tel.01978 364500. Audio
Visual Specialists. Aiwa, Arcam, Aura, Bose, B&W,
Beard, Canon, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Jamo,
Marantz, Michell, Mission, Mordaunt Short, Pro-Ject,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nacamichi. Micromega.
QUAD, Radford, Rotel, Rega, Ruark, Tannoy.
Thorens, UKD, Yamaha, DSP Club Member, Demo
Room, installation service. Easy Parking and
Motorway access. All major credit cards accepted.
9.30 - 5.30 daily. Closed Weds pm.

ELECTRO TRADER 19 Colwyn Crescent. Rhos
on Sea, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd, Wales, LL2B 4RN.
(01492) 548932. NOW APPOINTED SUGDEN
DEALER FOR THE NORTH WEST. Rote!l, Yamaha,
NAD, Harman, Kardon, Teac, Alphason, Heco,
Infinity, KEF, JBL, Sugden.Tannoy. Rotel Michi,
Haybrook, Acoustic Research, Ruark and Soundstyle
tri-pod racks etc. Dem room appts. preferred.
Home trial. Free install. Access, Visa, Open 9.30 -
1.00, 2.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

GLAMORGAN (SOUTH)
AUDIO EXCELLENCE 134-6 Crwys Road
Cardiff CF2 4NR, Tel. 01222 228565 Fax. 01222
398201. All that's best in hi-fi carefully selected and
demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable staff, at
prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and installation,
home dems, part exchange, in house workshops, full
credit fachies with interest free on selected items.
Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 - 5.30. Closed Monday.

SOUND DR. JULES SWANSEA, 01792280 06!.
Call now for price hst. UK or overseas. Hi end new
and pre-owned hi-fi at an affordable price. Home
tral prior to purchase. Reliable courier service and
repair service. Friendly and enthusiastic advice, day
or evening seven days a week. A service to suit
you.

GLAMORGAN (WEST)

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 9 High Street, Swansea,
SAI ILE Tel 01792 474608 Fax. 01792 645087. Alt
that's best in hi-fi carefully selected and
demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable staff, at
prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and installauion,
home dems, part exchange, in house workshops, full
credit fachties with interest free on selected items.
Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 - 5.30. Closed Monday.

IRELAND

CLONEY AUDIO 55 Main Street, Blackrock,
Dublhin, Tel.2889449/2888477 Fax.
2834887 Products include: Arcam, Classe, Philips,
Rogers, Epos, B&W, Naim Audio, Meridian and
others. Open Tues/Sat t0am-épm. ThurstFr ‘ull
9pm Closed Mondays.

DUBLINN HI-FI 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. Tel:
(00 353) | 4785205. Fax: (00 353) 14785219. We all
have two ears and one mouth - use them
accordingly. We only stock the best products, based
on performance and rehablity - not reviews or sales
patter. Call Mark or drop i for a listen. Three
single speaker demo rooms. Free delivery and
mstallation. Full service department. Open Mon-Fri
10-7, Sat 10-6

VINYL / RECORD MAIL ORDER

AUDIOPHILE INTERNATIONAL PO Box 303,
Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8YP. Speciabists in high
quality vinyl & CD. Telephone Order: 01276
855530/855578. Fax Order: 01276 855580. E-Maik:
sales@audiophile.u-net.com. Order your own free
copies of Audiophiles Update Catalogues and get
the most informative guide to the lastest vinyl and
audiophile releases |2 times a year.

DIVERSE MUSIC 12 Upper Dock Strect,
Newport. Gwent. NP9 IDF. 9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat.
Internet site http://www.diverse-music.co.uk.
Phonelfax 01633 259661 / 256261. E-mail:-
sales@diverse-music.clx.co.uk. Catalogues available.
Mastercard, Visa. Amex, Switch, JCB.. New and

forthcoming releascs: Blue Note [80gm LPs - re-
issued on | 4th April {very limited) also large current
and back catalogue stock selection. P&P £1.00 Ist
LP. additional LPs 50p each {(max £3.50) Please
contact us for more details and catalogues.

LIONEL’S VINYL PO Box 22, Biggleswade, Beds,
SG18 878B. Tel: 01767 314936 Fax: 01767 318462. E-
Mail: mafe34@dial.pipex.com We stock a large
range of quality assured secondhand vinyl. covering
the whole musical spectrum. All purchases are fully
guaranteed, and we wilt professionaly clean records
prior to posting, if requested. All albums are priced
to sell quickly (from £1.00/L.P.). and Worldwide
Export 1s a speciality. Send A4 S.AE. or Phone
01767 314936 now for free catalogue.

SILVERNOTE PO Box 158, Cheshunt, Herts, EN7
6UH Always wanted: Vintage and Modern
Equipment, Records & CD's. Tele/fax Steve on
01992 620905

VINYL DEMAND Stockists of VP! record cleaning
machines and the widest range of audiophile vinyl in
the UK - at the best prices. Living Stereo, Verve,
Mobile fidelity, Decca. Absolute Analogue,
Testament, MCA, DCC. Also a vast range of
analogue accessories. Phone 01425-654545 or Fax
(1425-654400 for orders or catalogues.

VIVANTE - LONDON 74 Heathfield North,
Twickenham TW2 7QW. Tel: 018189 3433. One
of the UK's largest importer and distributor of
audiophile and conventional vinyl is now operating a
maif order service specialising in |azz and classical
reissues. Labels include Decca, London, Deutche
Gramaphon, Archiv, EMI, Telefunken, Testament,
Verve, MPS, Milestone, Fantasy, Pablo and more.
Extensive catalogue available. Access/Visa accepted.

~eeeee--VINTAGE

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67, Wigan, Greater
Manchester, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax:
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574. E-mail:
mell@tone.u-net.com. Hi-Fy bought, sold. repaired
and renovated. Mail order and vintage specialists.
Please sec our main ad (look under the ad index to
find) for further information.

s EX DEMONSTRATION———

AFFORDABLE AUDIO. (Northampton} Pre-
Owned Hi-Fi Specialists. 168 Wellingborough Road,
Northampton, NNI 40U. Tel: (01604)
231261/714900. Mobie: (0585) 710992. Urgently
required: compact disc collections, hi-fi separates..
especialty Linn products, Naim Audio, Cyrus
Electromics, Musical Fidelity, Quad Electronics,
almost anything 8ritish/Amencan, Cash waiting. part
exchange welcome. We also stock lots of audio
accessories, compact discs, vinyl. Nicam video
recorders, DAT players. Single speaker dem room.
.All equipment is sold with warranties. All Credit
Cards accepted. Please phone anytime for stock
update.

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67, Wigan, Greater
Manchester, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax:
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574. E-mail:
mell@tone.u-net.com. Hi-Fi bought, sold, repaired
and renovated. Mail order and vintage specialists.
Please see our main ad {look under the ad index to
find} for further information.

CHOICE HI-FI/Hi-Fi Exchange Open 10am-8pm, 7
days by appt. Tel: 0181 392 1959/1963. Fax: 018}
392 1994. Agents for Acoustc Energy, Alon, ATC,
Boulder, Bryston, Chord, Forsell, Gamma, Van den
Hul, Lumley, Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight
Wire, Target. Trichord, Trilogy, VPI, XLO and many
more. We offer: generous part exchange, your
equipment purchased, show room/dem room, single
speaker dem room, trade n policy, credit card
facihuies, mail order. export service, finance
available.

HAZELMERE AUDIO. To hear how realisuc
music can sound, please call for for an appointment,
{day or evening). Objective advice, comfortable
listening, home-demonstration, free installations,
part exchange, repairs and superb service. Acoustic
Precision, Air Tagent, ATL, Audiomeca, Basis
Classe, EAD, Fanfaare, Henley, Magneplanar, Mirage,
Monrio, Muse, Notts, Analogue, Opera, Ortofon,
SD. Sinus, Straightwire, Tice, Triangle, Trilogy. VPI.
High Wycombe (01494) 437892

THE HI-FI CLEARING HOUSE. Good quality
Hi-Fi and homee cinema kit bought, sold and part
exchanged Please offer us your unwanted quality kit
and let us know your requirements. We specialise in
ex demo and secondhand equipment. Mail order
faciliies. Switch, Delta, Visa, Mastercard. Callers
welcome but by appointment only. Contact Paul
Walton. Tel: 0161 432 4245. Fax: 01161 442 1375

HI-FI WORLD
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This month’s selection is drawn predominantly from Teutonic

stock, with pieces from Beethoven, Haydn, Liszt and Schumann

leaving Vierne, Dupre and Widor to fly the flag for France.

B)ghY
PIALL. GROOP ity
PREGARDIEN """W'“
VAN DER RAMP

J. HAYDN
HARMONIEMESSE

FHARMONY MASS
TE DEUM

CHOEUR DE CHAMBRE
DE NAMUR
LA PETITE BANDE
SIGISWALD

i1 KUKEN

Mass No14 in B flat,
Harmoniemesse
Hob.XXIl/14/Te Deum
Hob.XXlllc/2

Sandra Piau, soprano; Monika
Groop, mezzo-soprano;
Christoph Prégardien, tenor;
Harry van der Kamp, bass;
Chamber Choir of Namur; La
Petite Bande; conductor,
Sigiswald Kuijken.

DEUTSCHE HARMONIA MUNDI 05472
77337 2 (DDD/51.43)

Like his brothers, Wieland and
Barthold, the Belgian-born violinist,

Sigiswald Kuijken, became something of
an early music specialist and a pioneer [

recordings of the Paris symphonies for
Virgin Classics are outstanding, and
those of the London symphonies for
Deutsche Harmonia Mundi no less
satisfying. Now Kuijken has brought the
qualities that distinguished those
recordings to the last of Haydn's six
‘high masses’, the Harmoniemesse of
1802.

In 1790, Haydn's employers, the
Esterhazy family, had disbanded its
court orchestra, releasing its resident
composer to venture forth and garner
honours and acclaim throughout
Europe. In 1795, however, the second
Prince Nikolaus Esterhazy decided the
time was right to revive the orchestra
and requested Haydn to undertake the
task. But Haydn’s new found celebrity
now allowed him to call the tune,
literally. His sole composing duty was to
write a Mass setting each year for the
name day of the Princess of Esterhazy,
and between 1796 and 1802 he duly
delivered. Indeed, his work throughout
this period was dominated by large-
scale choral compositions, including the
two mighty oratorios The Creation and
The Seasons.

The six Mass settings were
characterised by their major

,contributions from the orchestra, to an
~extentithat the designation

in ‘period’ performance - his recording © ‘instrumental masses’ was coined to
—

of the Bach sonatas and partitas for solo
violin remains in a class of its own.
More recently, while remaining a
member of various chamber ensembles,
Kuijken has gained a growing reputation
as a conductor, especially of Haydn. His

HI-FI WORLD

describe them. The role of the wind
band (the ‘Harmoniemusik’ as it was
known in Austria) in the B flat setting of
1802, Haydn's last'completed work, led
to it acquiring the nickname of
Harmoniemesse. The work also earned

Peter Herring

the displeasure of some po-faced clerics
who thought it too “‘theatrical” and
liable to distract congregations from
their devotions. (What on earth did
they make of Beethoven's Missa
Solemnis, which the Haydn strongly
anticipates, twenty years later?)

We can simply admire the freshness
and originality of the seventy-year-old
Haydn; there is nothing routine or
lightweight about this music. This fact is
nowhere better borne out than by the
glorious setting of Dona Nobis Pacem
with which the Mass concludes, or by
the brilliant fugues of the Gloria and
Credo. The Sanctus is solemnly
beautiful, lit by some wonderful
orchestral writing, while the Benedictus
is unusually lively, almost a quick march.

Sigiswald Kuijken accompanies the
Mass with Haydn’s second setting of the
Te Deum, an appropriate choice since
the winds of the orchestra again take a
prominent role. It is one of the finest of
Haydn's shorter choral compositions
and, like the Mass, benefits from a
smooth, cleanly balanced and well
focused recording, made in the
Begijnhofkerk in Gent. The airy acoustic
makes for a very pleasing setting,
allowing the rich instrumental detail to
shine. Solo and choral singing, and the
orchestral playing, are alert and
polished, but above all it is the joy in the
music-making, in Haydn’s consummate
craftsmanship, which comes across
most strongly here. | am more than
happy to let Sigiswald Kuijken and his
colleagues distract me from my
devotions!
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We believe that the following acces-
saries offer the best performance avail-
able at their respective price points and
will improve any Hi-Fi system regard-

less of price. Therefore if for any reason
you are not satisfied we are offering all
our products on a 14 day sale or return
basis.

SILVER SOUNDS CABLES Silver Sounds
are a range of silver plated copper cables
with a teflon dialectic made in the USA
which are specially treated and offer
exceptional value for money. They have
received recommendations in Hi-Fi Choice
and S star reviews in What Hi-Fi.
SPEAKER CABLES. (priced per metre.
Terminations are available if required
POA)

12 Guage. £12 (normally £15). 10 Guage
£30 (normally £35) 8 guage reference £65
(normally £75). Coming soon 8 guage £49

INTERCONNECT CABLES.

(available in 0.5 and 1 metre pairs. Longer
lengths are available) SS3 0.5m. £40. SS3
im. £49. §S2 0.5m. £85. $S2im. £99. SS1
0.5m £169. SS1 Im. £199.

583 and SS2 are silver plated cables and
are unshielded. However they have good
resistance fo RFI because of the Teflon
dialectic and their twisted construction. SS1
1 a pure silver cable which is shielded and
has a floating earth.

LUEID AL TR SN - Yessories that will
11 1 T Rour System
WIS WL TEYRELY(14 day sale or return)

KABELWERK MAINS CABLES.
Kabeiwerk is a unique mains cable which
can be attached to any piece if equipment
with an IEC socket. it is unigque because it
is one of the only filtered mains cables on
the market but it also uses a material which
virtually eliminates RFI (Radio Freguency
Interference). Kabelwerk will improve the
performance of all equipment but it is par-
ticulary good with CD players, transports
and DAC’s, tuners, preamps and valve
amplifiers.

We believe it is the best mains cable on
the market and the price is a remarkable
£99 (normally £125). We guarantee it will
Unprove your Hi-Fi system.

TITAN MAINS FILTER. At last a mains fil-
ter which actually works and is powertul
enough 1o run a complete Hi-Fi system,
honestly. The Titan does not surpress
dynamic range or roll the high frequencies
like most fiters, what it does is improve
your system by fittering out all the frequen-
cies likely to cause interference and clamp-
ing the mains input voltage o a safe maxi-
mum. Cleaner crisper treble, tighter bass,
better imaging and a more open sound-
stage. !t even protecls your system from
mains spikes.

All this for £150 and your money back if
not completely satisfied. (Normally £175).
Please add £3.50 for P and P,

eetessecansssssesnnnn tarssanctnractanne

platform products

diamond polished plinths for turntables, CD players & amps

THE TALOS

isolation platforms

«

15 kg of solid granite platform,
10 million years in the making. =
Better soundstaging, focusing, S
stability and separation.

Levelling spikes or sorbothane?
The choice is yours, or you can have both for only £10 extra !
We can also manufacture our amazing platforms to any size required.

THE TALOS SUPER STAND
TSS M«

Over 3 years of development and the Super Stand is almost here!
3 or 4 solid granite shelves which can accommodate extra Talos
isolation platforms. 100 kilos of pure isolation !

Expected to land september/october, watch this space !

For Sale | Part Ex [ or Swap, Platform Products Kit Shop

Townshend Rock Il Turntable, Lexan Platter, Merlin PSU,

The Talos Reference Dual Plinth
The best upgrade for only £295

signature

RB 300, Plinth & Cover, Superb, Mint S/H....._...... ceeeiiienen....£1000
Naim 32, Hicap PSU, 250 Power Amp, Mint Boxed .£1100

Counterpoint SA100 Power Amp, Mint Boxed.................... eeee..£900
Musical Fidelity P170, P172, Pre/Power, Mint................ R
Cambridge Audio A75, C75, Pre/Power, VGC Boxed Instr

Koetsu SAI000 Arm ..._....._. .

Audio Note AN Arm (Cyalen
Well Tempered Classic Arm, Rare all silver, Mint Boxe
Mission 774 Arm, Mint Boxed Instr
Roksan Artemiz Arm .................
Roksan Shiraz, Very 10W US€ ........ooouiiiiiimiiieaeanaan.
The Talos Reference dual plinth in Baltic Brown, Ex Dem........... £210
Like good women, good kit comes and goes, phone us for our latest stock!

u:llatfbrm products)

Unit R, The D1d Brickyard, Ashton Keynes,
Swindon Wilts, Tel: 01793 862002 Fax: 01793 862669

for colour brochure &
order form contact:-

CUSTOM INTERCONNECTS

‘SELECT' CUSTOM INTERCONNECT
FROM £16.99 PER PAIR

We are proud to announce the new SELECT
version of our famous Custom Interconnect
Hand built to the same exacting standards. the
SELECT incorporates a new premum grade
connector Only made to special order. the
SELECT CUSTOM INTERCONNECT still pro
vides the same remarkable vaiue at just £16.99
for a parr of 50cm leads and £1 for each addi-
tional 50cm. e g 1.5 metres £18 99

2 metres £19 99, 3 metres £21.99, 6 metres £27 99

50mm cathoce foil and a specially formulated electrolyte that minmises in
ternal defects thal will produce molecular distortion Ideal for audio amplif

AUDIO GRADE CAPACITORS

AUDIO GRADE RADIAL 85°C STARGE
o sz
\.
" -t
Tolerance +20%, Temperature range -40°C to +85°C, Leakage cument

xygen free copper radial wire ended capacitors. Constructed using a
1mA=0) 01CV or 3mA whchever s grealer

STARGET AUDIO GRADE RADIA PO YPROPYLENE AXIAL CAPACITORS
Voltage Value Length Diameter Prce Fitm-fo. polypropylene capacrors Very low loss dielectrc
16V 470m 20mm Omm £19 ltage Value ength ameter  Pnce
16V 1000mF 25mm 12 5mm £346 1000V 0001mF  205mm  9mm £053
16v 2,200mF 256mm  16mm  £4 97 1000v 00022mF 20 5mm  9mm £0.53
35v 10mF  #Imm 5mm  £058 1000V 00047mF 20.5mm  Smm £0.60
35V 22mF  1mm  63mm  £086 1000V 001mF 205mm  Gmm £0.7
I’V 4/mF 15mm 8mm  £101 1000V 0022mF  28mi 9 5mm £092
35v 100mF 12 5mm 10mm  £146 1000V 0047mf 28mm 12mm £1
35V 470mF  25mm 12 5mm £3.50 1000V 0 1mF 33mm 14 5mm  £1
50v 47mF  “imm  Smr £058 1000V 0 22mF 33mm 2 £3.69

f 11mm 1000V 0 47mF A6m) 6

22mF 1imm  6.3mm £086 500V 0 01mF 28mpr 10mm £0
v nF  ‘6mm  ‘Omm  £154 1500V 002ZmF  28mm 13mm £0.84
PLEASE ADD £1.50 POST AND PACKING| 1500V 0047mE 33mm —tmm €310
TO EACH ORDER 1500V Siog omm| - £24

STRACHAN ELECTRONICS
9 CROALL PLACE, EDINBURGH, EH7 4LT
Tel: 0131 556 9549 E-mail: strachan@ndirect.co.uk

http://lwww.ndirect.co.uk/~strachan

CROFT

“Against éimilarly priced competition,
the Crofts will take some beating.”
Haider Bahrani HI-FI WORLD JUNE 1996

Tel: +44 (0)1902 656517
Mobile: +44 (0)956 921740
Evenings: +44 (0)1902 659150
Ans. Machine: +44 (0)121 373 1442
Fax: +44 (0)121 681 8772
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VIERNE Messe solennelle
WIDOR Messe a deux
choeurs et deux orgues
DUPRE Quatre motets

Messe Solennelle in C sharp
ninor Opl6/Tantum Ergo/Ave
Maria

Auatre Motets Op9

| 2

Messe a deux choeurs et deux
>rgues Op36/Tu Es Petrus
)p23 No2/Tantum Ergo Opl8
Nol/Surrexit A Mortuis Op23
No3

lhe Choir of Westminster
cathedral; The ‘Hyperion’
chorus of Baritones; Joseph
cullen, Andrew Reid, organs;
:onductor, James O’Donnell
1YPERION CDA66898 (DDD/71.32)

Fhe common link here, apart from the
wvident Gallic origins of all the music,
s the church of Saint Sulpice in Paris,
in imposing Baroque edifice which
:njoys the distinction of being the

11-FI WORLD

official parish of the Catholic church in
France. Like other notable Parisian
churches (Notre Dame, La Madeleine,
Sacre Coeur and the Trinite, which
enjoyed the services of Olivier
Messiaen as its chief organist
throughout the composer’s lifetime),
Saint Sulpice has been home to some
of the great names in French music.

Two names, however, stand out,
not just for the music they wrote for
the church but for the longevity of
their occupancy of the organ loft.

Charles-Marie Widor reigned
supreme for a remarkable sixty-four
years, from 1869 until 1933, while
Marcel Dupre, who succeeded him,
remained in the post until his death in
197 1. By comparison, Louis Vierne's
time at Saint Sulpice was short. He
spent eight years there from 1892 to
1900 as Widor'’s assistant before
becoming chief organist of Notre
Dame. However, Vierne’s small output
of choral music, represented here by
his striking Messe Solennelle and by
two exquisite miniatures, Tantum Ergo
and Ave Maria, was a product of his
Saint Sulpice years.

Widor's arrival at Saint Sulpice
marked a significant upturn in the
standard of French liturgical music,
especially in Paris. He was helped in
this not only by having a magnificent
Cavaille-Coll organ on which to play
his compositions but by having the
likes of Gabriel Faure and Andre
Messager as maitre de chapelie
(choirmaster).

Widor utilised his resources well,

as the splendid Mass for two choirs
and two organs.amply testifies. And
how well this work transfers from the
Corinthian colonnades of Saint Sulpice
to the quasi-Byzantine spaces of
London’s Westminster Cathedral.

The excellence of the cathedral
choir, under the inspired-direction of
James O’Donnell, is once again‘fully
evident and the performances are
wholly idiomatic. Augmented by a
select chorus of baritones, the choir
rises to the majesty and grandeur of
the writing as fluently as it responds to
the more introspective and serene
passages, such as the haunting
Benedictus of Vierne's Messe
Solennelle.

In contrast to the scale and drama
of the Widor, most notably his setting
of the Easter motet Surrexit A
Mortuis, are the four seldom
performed motets by Marcel Dupre.
These are finely crafted pieces dating
from the years of the First World
War and embracing the lyrical, the
sensual, the exultant and the sombre.
The setting of the Ave Maria has a
beguiling charm and simplicity without
being cloying, while the Laudate
Dominum is a tour-de-force for both
choir and organ.

This is another immensely
rewarding recording from the
Westminster forces, with organists
Joseph Cullen and Andrew Reid as
impressive as their vocal counterparts.
The versatility of this cathedral choir
is remarkable and once again they
benefit from a matchless recording.
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Piano Sonata No29 in B flat,
Op106, Hammerklavier
Piano Sonata No26 in E flat,
Op81la, Les Adieux

Alfred Brendel, piano

PHILIPS 446 093-2 (DDD/61.48)

If memory serves, this is Brendel’s
fourth recording of the
Hammerklavier sonata, that Everest
among piano
compositions. He
assures us this will
be his last word on
Beethoven’s Op106.

The association
began in the Sixties
with a recording for
the Vox Turnabout
label that was full of
fiery spontaneity,
even if the youthful
virtuoso had yet to
fully appreciate the
profoundly
contemplative
nature of the great
adagio sostenuto.

In comparison,
Brendel’s first Philips
recording of the
work in 1972 hinted
at self-
consciousness,
although the hushed
intensity of his
playing in the adagio
was remarkable. That was followed in
the early Eighties with a live recording
made in London’s Queen Elizabeth
Hall. While this interpretation
restored the powerful tension and
urgency to the outer movements, not
least the uncompromising fugal finale,
the adagio lacked the transcendental
quality of its predecessor.

More than a decade on, in a
second live taping from a concert in

SEPTEMBER (997
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Vienna's Musikverein, it is tempting
simply to say that Brendel has
combined the best aspects of those
previous recordings and crowned this
latest of his Beethoven cycles with a
recording of the Hammerklavier that
will surely become the benchmark for
all that follow.

The virtuosity is still there, even if
the fingers don't dart across the keys
with quite the speed of 30 years ago.

but into the entire cycle of the 32
piano sonatas.

In the Hammerklavier, this
understanding is not allowed to
diminish the sense of an epic struggle
taking place - the intellectual and
physical rigours of the work are not
lightly dismissed. And, above all, there
is Brendel's towering grasp of the
work’s structure which gives this
performance such a satisfying unity.

The recording of
the Hammerklavier
was made by
Austrian Radio and
the result is

exceptionally

PIANO SONATAS

KLAVIERSONATEN

BEETHOVEN

truthful, capturing
the full weight and
brilliance of the

New Digital Recording

There is, however, never any
suspicion that Brendel is ‘playing safe’.
Quite the opposite: this is edge-of-
the-seat stuff, with Brendel seemingly
inspired to communicate with his
attentive audience (who, incidentally,
contribute remarkably few unwanted
intrusions). Most significant, though, is
the fact of a lifetime’s association with
and understanding of Beethoven being
distilled not just into this recording

Op. 81a «Les Adieux»
Op. 106 «Hammerklavier»

ALFRED
RENDEL

Steinway grand but
with a natural
presence and stereo
image.

The second work
on the disc (and the
last sonata in
Brendel’s cycle) is a
German studio
recording.
Appropriately
enough it is of the
Op8la sonata, the
one to which the
composer attached
the subtitle Das
Lebewohl (The
Farewell), although,
much to Beethoven's annoyance, it
became better known in the French
translation as Les Adieux. For
Beethoven, it was a farewell to his
pupil, patron and friend, Archduke
Rudolph. For Alfred Brendel, it seems
this vibrant performance of Op8la is
the culmination of his exploration of
the Beethoven sonatas. If so, it’s
difficult to imagine a better way of
signing off x
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or Emaii: edit@ hi-fiworld.co.uk RS !

...........................................................................................

SUBSCRIBE
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SLATE AUDIO

Linking The Past, Present & Future

| THE SPEAKERSTAND®
1 The best speaker supports in the world.

State of the art in both performance and design. custom made to suit any loudspeaker. solid slate,
| supremely rigid and totally stable.

“Immaculately finished, sublimely rigid, on a par with the best stands I've used.” Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi
44 News R/R. “An astonishing degree of instrumental separation, stable and holographic, with great
precision and remarkable poise. The ultimate in high fidelity supports.” David Prakel, Hi-Fi Answers.
“Superbly finished, the seund quality was considered to be first rate.” Martin Colloms, Hi-Fi News R/R.
“The sound quality when using the Slate Audio stands proved to be a revelation, something special.”
Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice. “The finish is excellent, the sound quality magnificent and
breathtaking.” Tom Bryant, The Telegraph. “The Slate stand is unusual and expensive, but if you are
after an exceedingly neutral stand it’s the leading contender. This stand offers an exceptionally neutral
platform for speakers; highly transparent sound leads to musical performances with real insight. "
SOUND QUALITY: Il B I W B Malcolm Steward Hi-Fi Choice.

R =

SILATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 and 401

The most musical record players in the world.

Our researched Solid Marble Plinth System® advances the state of the art and brings the

Garrards into the 215t century. All wooden plinths produce unacceptable levels of coloration,
mecrophony and feedback, with poor signal to noise ratios. When dealing with a
thoroughbred you must respond with a firm hand, as anybody who has heard the ('S
transformation will testify. :

No other plinth system can claim to improve the performance of these superb players.

Dear Myr. Soper,

Thanks for sending me the plinth for my Garrard 401. I must confess, that I was a bit

seeptical about it, when | ordered one - after all, I bought it, without the possibility of

listening to it first. But the results I get are really unbelievable. There is no rumbling,

instead deep. deep bass and an authority. I never heard before from my records. And

believe me, I tried some of the best turntables around ( Linn LP 12, Roksan Xerxes). |
Now I'm waiting for the forthcoming power-supply. The day I place my order for it. I

will do so without being a hit sceptical. Thanks again for a marvellous piece of art.

(A~
Vi
MR TEILINGER - AUSTRIA

THE GLASSMAT®
The finest platter mat in the world.

<< The Glassmat ® was developed to improve the performance of the Garrard 301 and 401 record players.
However it also gives astonishing results when used on other turntables. So effective is its performance,
we have now made it available as a universal replacement mat. In all cases other mats introduce
colorations of their own, robbing the music of large amounts of detail and ambience. In order to achieve
maximum information retrieval with optimum damping, a hard and unyielding material is required. Glass
is ideal in every respect, camping is complete, the playing surface being quite simply sublime. In terms of
detail resolution and sheer three dimensional ability, no other mat comes close. But then you still have to
| consider the absolute clarity, precision and solidity of the presentation. This is the ultimate platter mat.

THE POWERHOUSE OUR QUARTZ REFERENCED GARRARD 301/401 TD124 AND UNIVERSAL PO WER SUPPLY. “KILLER” K.K.
THE TABLESTROBE QUARTZ REFERENCED STROBE GUN DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE GARRARD 301 AND 401.

THE HANDSTROBE QUARTZ REFERENCED HAND HELD STROBE SUITABLE FOR ANY TURN TABLE WITH SPEED ADJUSTMENT.
STORMFORCE SOLID MARBLE ENCLOSURES®FOR ALL TANNOY DUAL CONCENTRICS. BE WRE.STRUCTURAL DAMAGE MAY OCCUR!
HUMDINGER ELFVATE YOUR FARLY SME 300952 TO 1997 STATUS. BREATHES NEW LIFE INTO A GREAT CLASSIC,

BACKLASH SUPERB SME 3009 & 3012 GOLD PHONO SOCKET CONVERSION. INCLUDING OFC LEADS; BRILLIANT? YES.
BRAZEN U'PGRADE YOUR V15H1 WITH OUR ALLOY RE-BODY AND MICRO RIDGE STYLUS; INSANE? NO.

SOLID MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEMS® 1LSO FOR EMT AND THORENS TD124.

SLATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 AND 401 ARE AVAILABLE COMPLETE OR MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEM® ONLY.

SME CELEBRATION ARMS WITH SPECIAL GRAPHICS “GARRARD 301 OR 401 CELEBRATION" AND “THORENS TD124 CELEBRATION" 309 ¢ 3M2e VeV

THE TONEARM OUR SPECIAL VERSION OF THE FAMOUS REGA RB300, FITTED WITH GOLD PHONOS.

SME 300952 (1997 VERSION) A PERFECT MATCH FOR OUR V150t BRAZEN AND THE NEW SHURE V15V x MR. "STILL CRAZY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS".

THE SPIKEKIT SPECIALLY DEVELOPED TO FIT DIRECTLY TO FLOCR STANDING LOUDSPEAKERS OR ANY WOODEN SUPPORT ADJUSTABLE AND VERY SIMPLE TO FIT.

BE BRAVE FACE YOUR FEARS LIVE YOUR DREAMS

SHURE STYLUS PRESSURE GAUGE * GARRARD 301 SWITCH SUPPRESSOR * TURNTABLE SERVICING » GARRARD 301 LEVER SET * GARRARD 301 FIXING BOLT SET
STROBE DISC * GARRARD 401 CONTROL PANEL SET * GARRARD 301 MOTOR PULLEY ¢ FULL RESTORATION OF GARRARDS TO ORIGINAL CONDITION

ALWAYS WANTED, GARRARD 401, GARRARD 301 AND THORENS TD124 RECORD PLAYERS, PLEASE PHONE

47 GEMINI CLOSE, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS, LU7 8UD.
=mr g TEL/FAX: 01525 384174 MOBILE: 0421 624429 E &
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GAMMA
ACOUSTICS

“This amplifier possessed a
seductive vitality, a marvellous
sense of communication with the
heart of the music. Vocals were
most communicative, subtle
dynamic contrasts were portrayed
very well, and the music bounced
along with a fine sense of rhythm.
This amplifier was seriously
transparent, showing great clarity,
fine stereo depth and very fine
presentation of space and ambience
in the sound stage.”

“It sounded quick, direct,
uncomplicated, with an abllity to
resolve subtle textures in
instrumental scorlng. Taken overall,

the sound quality score (on my usual

subjective listening test scale) was
an impressive 23 points.

Martin Colloms

HI FI NEWS / RR March 97

The Rythm presentation as a whole
could be descrlbed as clean and
powerful, in an appealing natural
way.”...“Whether it was the string
quartets of Ravel or Debussy, Alanis
Morisette or Joni Mitchell being fed
into the Rhythm, what emerged
always Impressed with its natural,
easy power and control. For those In
search of an alternative to the
300B, one which couples the
organic feel of valve amplification
with a rather un-valve-like ear-
opening bass entension and control,
the rhythm is definitely worth
audition.”

Jon Marx
HiFi World July 1996

WORLD VERDICT
Partnered with sensible ‘speakers of
good bass depth, the Rhythm is

WHAT HI*FI? says

RHYTHM 211/VT4C LINE INTERGRATED £2499

NEW AEON MONO BLOCKS £4999 A PAIR

sound Hokk ke
facilities Fkdd K
build Tk ok kK
verdict *okk kK

Dan Houston
WHAT HI*FI May 1997

Tel: 01753 526939
Fax: 01753 532262

Ivy Lodge, 81 Sussex Place, Slough, Royal Berkshire, SL1 1NN, England.
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Clearance List

RRP XD S/H

We have a number of Gemini line integrated S.Ended
triode amplifiers with the original old front paneis on at
£350.00 at half price to clear on a superb acclaimed
product. BARGAIN.
Epoch Reference Five spk FABULOUS Piano B. New
Marked BARGAIN! £2999 £1100
RHYTHM 211/VT4C Phono New return, slight
paintwork chip £2499
RHYTHM LINE Ex review / as new marked

£2499 £1750
AEON MONOBLOCKS 20 Watt S.E. Si construction
new marked £4999 £2499

£1000

RRP XD S/H
AEON ex review £4999 £3499
Era Std. phono MM preamp New marked
New £999 £399
SPACE REFERENCE New marked £7999 £4445
Epoch loudspeakers EX Demo
slight marks £1499 £650
Voyd Bl s.p.u. SME4 silteck wired # Audicnate
1.0. Al 100m.c.t bargain £4700 £2500
Rodgers Studio 3 rosewood S/H munt

£500 £200

Audio Note SPX Reference speaker cable 2 5m
bi-wire set (10m) £7000 £29000n0

[ ]
S s
HEFI WORLD




/-

AUDIOFAIR 97

Now in its third year of running, Audiofair 97
promises to be the best yet with over 70 stalls of old
and new Hi-Fi, records and audio accessories.
There will also be a number of manufacturers and |
distributcrs displaying audio products.

Venue:

- WATERSMEET

HIGH STREET, RICKMANSWORTH,
HERTFORDSHIRE l

' SUNDAY 5th OCTOBER 1997
11.00am - 4.30pm

ADMISSION £2.00 STALLHOLDERS £20.00
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS AND FREE PARKING
CONTACT:- (Tel/fax) 01895 833099 |
5 minutes from junction 18 (M25) 10 minutes from |
Junction 6A (M1) 3 minutes walk from Rickmansworth Station

‘ (Metropolitan and Chiltern Railway Lines).

HI-FI WORLD SEPTEMBER 1997 m




5 Rocks Lane Barnes
London SW13 0DB
Tel: 0181 876 3355
Fax: 0181 876 3399

Don’t cheat yourself...
... Ireat yourself

Hi-End

to the world’s finest audio fidelity equipment

We specialise in:
Audio visual interior design ¢ Multi-room installations ¢ ‘Life-style’ systems
Systems from £300 to over £30,000

CLEARANCE BARGAINS
Wae NO

AV| S2000 MP Pre-Amp (SH) £949 £499
AV| S2000 MI Int. Amp (SH) £2600 £799
AV| S2000 ref CD Player £1400 £1069
B+W CDMA1 £566 £479
B+W DM602 £360 £239
Chario Academy 1 £4306 £975
Chario Hiper 1000 Tower £806 £499
Castle Severn £646 £429
Castle Isis £235 £184
Heybrook Heylo £440 £350
KEF Reference Model One £4200 £799
Mclintosh MC500 Pwr £8000 £5499
Neat Critique (S/H) £386 £285
Project 6 - MC15 £4E0 £379
Restek Sixtant Pwr Amp £8066 £599
Roksan Rok One £2645 £515
TDL RTL 2 £280 £199
TDL RTL 3 £409 £299
TDL RTL 4 £660 £519
Teac Tl Transport 12660 £439
Teac V6030S 2655 £439
Thorens TD180 e £145

--STOP PRESS--STOP PRESS--STOP PRESS

**+*LIMITED STOCK****
Ruark Broadsword (Walnut/Black).
Brand New Boxed - Normally £900.00
Yours for only - £599.99

NOW DEMONSTRATING

AVI Pre-amp + Monoblocks - awesome

ANTHEM Integrated/Pre/Power-Amplification -
best of Canadian valves

CYMBOL - HDCD at £1299 - Unreal

CYMBOL - New Integrated amp at £499

ELECTROCOMPANIET - Class A Perfection from
Norway

GAMMA ACOUSTICS RHYTHM - single ended
integrated

LINN - LP12, HI-Fl + Multi Room solutions

MARANTZ - CD63SE, CD63 K.1.Sig

MERIDIAN - 500 Series

MAGNUM DYNALAB - Ultimate reference tuners.

MICROMEGA STAGE/DRIVE - Vinyl like CD - so
natural

ROKSAN - Caspian Amp + CD

RUARK - Icon, Sceptre, Broadsword - monitor heaven

RESTEK - The Germans have landed - Challenger |,
Concret CD “Battleship hi-fi" - Trully remarkable

SONIC FRONTIERS SFCD1 - HDCD - Heaven

SONNETEER CAMPION - The best

SONNETEER ALABASTER - .The best gets better

SYSTEMDEK - RM1 and RM2 bookshelf monitors -
Beyond words, simply breathtaking

TOTEM Model 1 - We dare you

TOTEM MANI 2 - Our best loudspeaker

TRICHORD - Revelation and Genesis CD Players

AVIl, ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, BAYER, BOSE, BOULDER, CABLETALK, CASTLE, CHARIO,
CITATION, ELECTROCOMPANIET, EXPOSURE, FINAL, GAMMA ACOUSTICS, GENESIS,
HEYBROOK, JAMO, KEF, LINN, LUMLEY, MAGNUM DYNALAB, MARANTZ, MCINTOSH, MERIDIAN,
MICHELL, MICROMEGA, MYRYAD, PRECIOUS METALS, PROJECT, ORTOFON, QED, QUAD,
REVOX, ROKSAN, RUARK, SEQUENCE, SOUNDSTYLE, SONNETEER, SONICLINK, SENNHEISER,
SONIC FRONTIERS, SME, STAX, TDL, TEAC, TOTEM, TRICHORD, TANNOY, TARGET, XANTEK

Showroom open 10.00 to 6.00 Monday to Saturday
All Major Credit Cards Accepted e Finance Arranged e 2 Demonstration Rooms

Try Me & See - Mail Order Worldwide

Tel: 0181 878 0066

W SEPTEMBER 1997

Fax: 0181 876 3399

HI-FI WORLD




MARANTZ CD-17 KI-S

The CD-17 Kl-Signature had an admirably
flat frequency response with very little
rolling off of the oeble. Many
manufacturers roli off the treble to ensure
a smooth sound. The distortion
measurements were fine, with good
consistency between channels. The -30dB
analysis shows traces of both odd and
even harmonics in the player’s output, but
that said, they were small enough not to
cause any problems. Out-of-band spuriae
were well suppressed, measuring -53dB or
less. Dynamic range was good at 105dB
and the output of 2.3V is fine though
slightly higher than standard. KB

YAMAHA KX-580 SE

The KX-580 SE had an accurate replay
frequency response, so it will play pre-
recorded tapes well and make standard
and therefore compatible recordings that
will transfer without problems to other
players, like a Walkman or car cassette
player. Yamaha also fit replay response
correction (Play Trim), so bright or dull
sounding tapes can be adjusted to sound
properly balanced. All tested well,
although replay speed was a little fast at
+1%. The KX-580 SE therefore does a
better job with pre-recorded tapes than all
rivals, except NAD:s.

The replay amplifiers were quiet and
this contributed to low hiss with
recordings, especially with Dolby S
engaged, which drove hiss down to -79dB,
a very low value which ensures inaudibility.
The deck also has Dolby B and C.

Speed stability was good at 0.06% wow
and flutter overall. Analysis shows a flutter
peak that may add a little paperiness to
the sound, but basic speed stability -
meaning lack of drift - was extremely
good, as indicated by the sharpness of the
main test-tone peak at right.

HI-FI WORLD

Frequency response 4Hz-21kHz
Distortion (%) left right
-6dB 0.010 0.010
-304B 0.02 0.02
-60dB 0.6 0.6
-90dB 29 29
-90dB dithered noise noise

Frequency response

-0.5

62 frequency (Hz)

Separation (dB) left right
IkHz 103 103
20kHz 92 95
Noise -100dB
with emphasis -101dB
Output 23V
Dynamic range 105dB

Distortion

The head was a good one and in
conjunction with accurate record
equalisation gave a very flat frequency
response with ferric, chrome and metal
tapes. Overload levels were respectably
high with ferrics and chromes, if a little
limited (+1dB) with metals. However,
Dolby S guards against overload, so this is
not too consequential.

With a healthy output of 500mV and an
input sensitivity of 100mV, the Yamaha
measured well in every respect and has
obviously been well set up. I'd expect very
good recording quality, together with
excellent reproduction of pre-recorded
tapes. NIK

Frequency response

franuancy (H2\

REPLAY (pre-recorded tapes)

Frequency response (-2dB) 30Hz- 1 9kHz
Speed accuracy +1% fast
Hiss (70uS, Dolby out) -61dB

RECORDING (blank tapes)
Frequency response (IEC Primary Refs.)

ferric (IEC ) 32Hz-13kHz

chrome (IEC ) 32Hz-18kHz

metal (IEC V) 32Hz-20kHz
Separation (lkHz) 51dB
Distortion (315Hz) 1.2%
Hiss (70uS, Dolby out) -56dB
Speed variations (DIN total) 0.06%
Flutter energy (3-3.13kHz) -26dB
MOL/SAT (IEC Refs.) 315/10k
IEC | (ferric) +4dB/-7dB
IEC [l (chrome) +1dB/-6dB
IEC IV (metal) +1dB/+1dB

level
(dB)

0
2970

Speed variations 3150 test tone

frequency (Hz) 3170
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SOUND OF MUSIC

HEAR THE DIFFERENCE HERE

ALCHEMIST MICROMEGA
APOLLO 95 NANTWICH ROAD: MYRYAD
AV CREWE NAD

B&W CHESHIRE PROJEKCT
CASTLE Cw2 6BA PROJECT
DEVA TEL NO. 01270-214143 QED
EXPOSURE ROKSAN
IXOS ROTEL
KEF SHEARNE
HARMAN KARDON TEAC
MUSICAL FIDELITY TDL

PLUS OTHER QUALITY LEADING BRANDS

>2 DEMONSTRATION ROOMS

>PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED

>0% CREDIT FINANCE AVAILABLE

>FULL INSTALLATION & HOME
DEMONSTRATION SERVICE

>OPENING TIMES TUES-SAT 10am-6pm

>EVENING APPOINTMENTS WELCOME

DENYS TRICKETT'S
HI-Fl CURIOSITY SHOP

Why pay £500 for a vintage valve rebuild?
Why indeed!

Leak power amps + preamp £100.

Quad 2 x Il and 22 pre £120 for a
standard rebuild - polyprops + carbon.
Special components at cost.

All guaranteed 2 years.

We buy sell and exchange all valve
vintage and classic Hi-Fi: Quad, Leak,
Radford, MclIntosh, Fisher what have you.

Other Classic Hi-Fi. Buy-sell-exchange-
repair all Quad models 33/303 34/44/405.
ELS, Tannoy. Lowther, Altec, Revox,
Mcintosh, Fisher, Nakamichi, Garrard
301, 401, 4HF. Thorens 124, 135, 160,
125, 126, 224

Mastercard: Visa: Amex 23 Bell Street

— London
= ¥isa NW1 5BY

Tel/Fax: 0171 723 8545

H SEPTEMBER 1997

MUSICAL FIDELITY

XKeaS[ERIES

X10-D "THE MISSING LINK"

Designed as an upgrade for budget to mid
priced CD players this tube line stage has a
very high input impedance so that your CD
player works into an easy load, the X10-D then
easily drives the amplificr input giving clearly
audible improvements in dynamics and bass
response. Can also be used with other line level
sources or between pre and power amps etc.
£119.99

)
Xi-o

MUSICAL FIDEUTY

©

R=GCANIS

MUSICAL FIDELITY

X-CANS

A high-end Class A triode tube headphone
amplifier for the serious headphone listener,
used with good quality headphones the results
are truly breathtaking. £129.99

X-DAC

Upgrade your existing CD player to the
latest technology the X-DAC is fully
HDCD compatible for great sound with
your existing discs and the new HDCD
encoded discs Compatible with CD, DAT
and broadcast digital standards with both
coaxial and optical inputs £299.99

X-LpP

For lovers of vinyl who cither don't have or
want to upgrade their phono input. Caters tor
both MM and MC cartridges. This low noise,
high quality phono stage swill get the very
best from your record collection 4|29 gy

X-PRE

A very high quality Class A triode tube pre-
amp which will find numerous uses, for
instance adding extra inputs to a system or
upgrading the performance of integrated
amplifiers or simply as a high quality pre-
aoip £199.99

X-PSU

Upgrades and powers up to four X-series

units. The X-PSU even further improves the

performance of the X-Series units

MUSICAL FIDELTY. £129.99
(@)

X-TONE

Tone control module with separately
selectable and defeatable bass and treble roll
off frequencies. Allows subtle tailoring of
systemn sound to adjust for system deficien-
cies, room resonances etc without disturbing
the midrange tonality £129.99

)
NR-TONE

"MUSICAL AIDEUTY.

- ';,.( «)-" '—(\

For more details or to order any of the above, please call

O%&O Masters

Tel:- 01608 644954
Fax:- 01608 645954
e-mail:- sales @audio-masters.demon.co.uk
| Dunthrop Farm Corttages. Heythrop. Chipping Norton. Oxon, OX7 51J

o J
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SLATE AUDIO BRAZEN MM

The Shure V15 Ill was renowned for its
flat frequency response and high tracking
ability. This remains with the Brazen's
Micro-Ridge stylus. Frequency response
was pretty flat across the audio band on
outer grooves. There is a steep +3dB peak
at 20kHz, but with no lift at 10kHz this
should pass unnoticed.

Tracing loss on inner grooves was not
great and counteracted the peak whilst
leaving the upper midband unaffected. The
Brazen will give good results across an LP,
from outer to inner grooves.

Tracking ability was very high at low
frequencies and high in the midrange, if
bettered now by Goldrings and Ortofons.

LEAK TROUGHLINE
(with TDA7040T MPX Gate decoder)

Philips’ TDA7040T IC stereo decoder is
specified at -70dB noise. Most modern
budget designs hit -72dB or so. The
Troughline is. in itself, very quiet, but with
the Gate it returned -63dB hiss. As the
hiss didn’t vary with aerial signal level as
usual, | can only assume it is due to the
audio stage. Curiously, even Philips were
unable to achieve the full potential of the
TDA7040T in their application diagram,
claiming a mere -50dB, so there appears to
be a difficulty here. Frequency response
was -1dB down at 12kHz and about -8dB
down at |9kHz, this being the amount of
pilot-tone suppression imposed by the
first-order filter. The result was a pilot-
tone level of -40dB - poor by modern
standards - but sub-carrier suppression
was high at -70dB. | don't see any great
problems here; pilot can block Dolby
iction when recording; on rare occasions
t produces a whistle.
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Channel separation was poor, unusual
for a Shure, but at 20dB it was still enough

Distortion (45um)
lateral

: : ; vertical 3%
to give a stere:o stage lacking contraction. Output (Scms/sec rms) 5.7mV
Output was high, channel balance good
and VTA low at 24degrees. Consequently,
distortion was also low. The Brazen had
no real weaknesses. It retains all the V|5 Frequency response
IIl's strengths. NK

level
(dB)
Tracking force 1.25gms
Weight 7gms +3
Vertical tracking angle 24degrees 0
Frequency response 20Hz-16kHz
Channel separation 20dB
Tracking ability (300Hz)
latera 85um
vertical 45um
lateral (1kHz) 22cms/sec. T
Distortion was a little high at about Frequency response 20Hz-12kHz
1.5% at 50% modulation. Philips quote just  Stereo separation 28dB
0.3% at full modulation. Luckily, because Distortion (50% mod.) .5%
dh . domi his will Hiss (CCIR) -63dB
second harmonic was dominant this wi Signal for minimum hiss 0.5mV
not be subjectively noticeable. Full quieting  Selectivity (at 0.4MHz) 36dB
was achieved at a low 0.5mV signal from Sensitivity: i
. e mono 160pV
the aerial. Emphasising the need for a good s 160V

aerial this Troughline returned just 36dB
alternate-channel (0.4MHz) rejection of an
unwanted signal, a very low selectivity
figure. Both mono and stereo sensitivity
values of 160pV were determined by
decoder noise. Audio output from the
Gate was a healthy 900mV. NK

Frequency response

(dB)

50 frequency (Hz) 20k

Distortion

O e
800 1k
test tone

frequency (Hz) 7k
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tel.0181 876 3355

London Hi-Fl
Services

North London
tel.0171 263 1015

Amadeus Sound
& Vision
W.Midlands

J & A Cameras
Barnstapie

| Devon
tel.01271 24384

WORTHING

tel. 01225874 728

Olivia Avdio
Essex
tel. 01702 585 865

May Audio
Marketing (UK)
Ltd.

W. Yorkshire
tel.01535 632 700

8IL AUDIO
Northumberland
1el.01670 788671

Replay
¢ hester
el 01244 401290

Corteg Ca mpion and A|al>as~l:em

by
)

.. SONNETEER

Aubio "..utterly gripping” "..on its own amongst
W.Sussex its class.” '..exceptional value for money."
LR *most attractive sounding...”" "sounds greater
The Right Note than the sum of its parts.” "almost too good
Bath to be true. "a liquid flow of musical

delight.”""great vocal subtlety..truly powerful
dynamics..""The best...".......and it gets better

and better£xacts trom Hi-FI World and HI-Fi News and Record
Reviews Jan '96, Sept '96, Dec 95 and May'97.

Hand Crafted in the U.K. by F.T.M. Marketing Limited.
PO Box 163c, Esher, Surrey. KT10 OYH.
Tel.01372 468676 or Fax.01372 470053

Mobille 0956 600 306

AMADEUS

Audio Gem, Aura,
AVI, B&W,
Castle Acoustics,
Heybrook, Marantz,
Musical Fidelity,

NAD, Pioneer,
Rotel, Sequence,
Sheaine Audio,
Sonneteer, Teac,

Technics.

SOUND & VISION

10 BOLDMERE ROAD
SUTTON COLDFIELD, WEST MIDLANDS
Tel: 0121 - 354 2311

Manufacturers and Supoliers of Replacement Styli for the following Cartridges
A&R GENERAL ELECTRIC RADIOHM
ACOS GLANZ RCA
ADC GOLDRING REALISTIC
ADMIRAL GRACE RESON
AlWA GRADO REUTER
AKAI HAPE RIGONDA
AKG HITACHI ROCK-OLA
AMSTRAD M RONETTE
ARCAM HW ROTEL
ASTATIC ISKARA SANSUI

OAK JELCO SANYO
AUCIO DEVELOPMENTS Jve SCHUMANN MERULA
AUCIO TECHNICA KENWOOD SCOTT
AUE KS SEEBURG
BANG & OLUFSON KSMU SHARP
BELLEX LENCO SHURE
BRAJN LESA SIGNET
BRCTHER LINN SINGER
BSR LUSTRE SONIC
CEC LUXMAN SONOTONE
CHUO DENKI LUXOR SONOVOX
CLARVILLE MAGNAVOX SONY
COIN MARANTZ STANTON
COLLARD MARLUX SUPEX
COL_EL MASTERCRAFT SUPRAPHON
COLJMBIA ICRO TANNOY

NER MISSION TEAC
CORAL MITSUBISHI TECHNICS
COSMO NAD TECHTRON
CRONOTON NAGAOKA TELEDYNE
DECCA NATIONAL TELEFUNKEN
DENON NEAT TELETON
DIGITRAK NEC TENOREL

NIVICO TENSAI

EAG.E ONKYO TEPPAZ
EDEN ORTOFON TETRAD
ELAC OSAWA THOMSON
ELECTRO VOICE PANASONIC TOSHIBA
EEI PATHE MARCONI TRIANETTE-REUTER
EMI PERTUUM EBNER TRIO
EMP'RE PHILCO UNITRA
ERC PHILIPS VACO/NVARCO
EUPHONICS PICKERING VEB
EXCEL PIEZO VICTOR
FISHER PIONEER WEGA
FONICA PLESSEY YAMAHA
FUJI DENKI POWER POINT ZENITH
GARRARD PYE
For prices tel/tax/e-mail your stylus/canrid?e details. Versions for 78 rpm records supplied in
many types. Original styfi and cartridges also available. Trade enquiries welcome
Suppiiers of extensive range of accessories (full list available on request):
Compact Disc - Cleaners, %torage, Replacement Cases, PVC and Card Sleeves
Record - Antistatic Fluid, Nas%aoka Inner Sieeves, Storage Cases, Cleaners, PVC/ Card/Paper
InneriOuter Sleeves, Head Shells, Tumtable Slipmats.
Tape - Cleaners, Storage, Replacement Cases, Cardboard Sleeves, Reel-To-Reel, Cassettes.
Cables - Full range for Audio, Video and Computer. —
MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED @ VISA
Unit 3 Second Way Wembley Middlesex HA9 0YS
Telephone: 0181-903 7067 Fax: 0181-903 4607 e-mail:musonic@compuserve.com

OR SAL

WELL - ESTABLISHED MAIL
ORDER RECORD AND CD
BUSINESS

*** EXCELLENT POTENTIAL FOR GROWTH ***
*** EXCELLENT DISTRIBUTION ON U.S PRODUCTS ***
*** MAY BE RELOCATED ANYWHERE IN U.K. ***

***LARGE WCORLWIDE CUSTOMER DATABASE ***

SERIOUS ENQUIRIES ONLY

CONTACT JOHN TURTON IN U.S.A.
TEL: 001 (916 ) 863 6748
FAX: 001 (916 ) 863 6749
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HI-FI WORLD




TANNOY D900

The massive D900 goes down to 12Hz,
providing the foam bungs in its ports are
removed. In place, these bungs apply
acoustical damping that rolls off response
below 40Hz. In a large room these
'speakers will produce ground-shaking
subsonics. But even upper-bass gets 6dB
emphasis around 100Hz, an effect that
should add ‘speed’ to the sound. The
D900s have been engineered to produce
'big bass. Few hi-fi 'speakers display so
much bass emphasis. The down-side is that
this can perhaps become excessive over
the long term.

Further up the range Tannoy have

188t
results

smoothed out their dual-concentric so it is

less peaky than in the past. Output

extends up to 20kHz reasonably smoothly.

Overall impedance measured 6.3ohms
because of an enormous peak across the
mid-band and low values of 4chms at

Frequency response

level
(aB)

+5

[=]

n

12 frequercy {Hz) 20k

spectrum extremes. It is possible to
engineer a smoother curve than this,
which is less unsettling to amplifiers.
Sensitivity was high at 93dB, so the
D900s will go loud very quickly, even with
fairly low powered amplifiers.
Loudspeakers like this are designed to
be ground-shakers. The D900s will
perform this task with aplomb. NK

Impedance

100 Tk 10k

----------o-------------------------o.ooo-.ooo-.ooo-.ooo-.ooo--.-.o-aaao.--aaooaaoo.a-o.-aoo.ooo-aaao-aaoo-.a--..a-o-a-o-a-ooo-

TOTEM MODEL | SIGNATURE

The Totem Model | Signatures show a
rise in output from about 800Hz up to
10kHz which should help to highlight
detail. There is, however, a 3dB-4dB dip at
3.5kHz around the crossover. This
deepened above axis, suggesting driver
integration could be better and that for
best results, the Signatures should be on
high stands. Where they differ from many
stand mounters is in the bass, the usual
bass peak conspicuous by its absence. The
Totems should have relatively dry bass.
Like many American and Canadian
'speakers, the Totems have an overall
impedance of 4ohms-50hms. This, in

conjunction with a sensitivity of 85dB,
means these little stand mounters will
draw a fair amount of current, yet do not
produce a lot of volume from it. Amplifiers
of 100watts or above will probably make
the best partners to get decent sound

Frequency response

level

frequercy [Hz)

pressure levels from the Model |
Signatures.

The impedance plot itself is fairly
normal, showing the twin peaks of reflex
loading and rising impedance through
midrange and treble. These Totems will
need a good supply of current and high
stands if they are to give of their best. JM

Impedance

Ik 10k

.ao---aoo---oo--.----.ooo..-o.a-oo-.a---a-o----ou.a-o-o..o-.-.-oo--o-.a.o-a-.oo---o--.-o-.a---ao.-aaoo-aa----.o---o--.a-o.-a

B&W CDMI

B&W'’s CDM s showed good integration
between the drivers both on-axis and off
(horizontally and vertically), with little
variation in response.

A lift in bass output helps give the
CDMIs a weighty sound while their rising
treble adds a bit of incisive sparkle.
Sensitivity was 87.5dB, a good resuit for a
medium size stand mounter.

The CDM|’s overall impedance
measured 7ohms, dipping no lower than

AMPLIFIERS

AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE

The Puccini SE delivers 40watts per channel
into 8ohms and 72watts into 4ohms, enough
to go loud with reasonably sensitive
loudspeakers. its CD input has a normal
sensitivity of 280mV, low hiss at -99dB and a

HI-FI WORLD

about 4ohms, so they won’t draw

excessive current from amplifiers. The plot

Frequency response

level
(dB)

+5

o

frequancy (Hz) 20k

wide bandwidth of 9Hz- 1 23kHz. In all
respects, with CD, tuner, etc, this amplifier
measures well. It also produces little
distortion anywhere, even at high outputs at
high frequencies.

The MM disc stage was quiet but the MC
stage was very hissy. Neither has a warp

itself is relatively smooth and this, allied to
their sensitivity, should mean most amps
of 50watts and up can drive the CDM|s
loud. It looks like B&VWV have a well
engineered loudspeaker here. JM

lmpedance

filter, so both will give deep bass but flap
reflex 'speaker cones with warped discs.
Sensitivity and overload figures were all
conventional.

The Puccini SE measured very well indeed
in this test , except for its hissy MC stage.
NK
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aanvil audio
Music from the Sound Foundry!

Suppliers of: [Audio Physic]: loudspeakers, Adyton:
amplifiers, Meracus: CD transports, players, DAC’s pre
and power amplifiers, Yamamura Churchill: cables and

accessories, ART: Accessories

Mail Order Accessories/CD’s

ART Q-Dampers, set of 3 £54.95, set of 4 £69.95

ART CD Mat £64.95, ART Q-Ring ferrite ring £12.99

ART LP/Contact cleaner £17.99. ART CD Cleaning/coating 0il £11.99
Stereophile’s Records to Die for:

The Spendour of Al Andulus, Calamus, MA Recordings £16.99
Saiterio, Begonia Olivide, MA Recordings £16.99
Siris Svale Band, Blackbird, Son Label £17.50
Los Rivelse and Gate ved Gate, Kari Bremnes £14.99
Cable/Amp Stock Clearance:

ART Monolith 1.5m mains cable was £210 now £149

ART Supermains 1.5m mains cabie was £410 now £285

ART Synapsis Im interconnect was £510 now £350

ART Monolith 3.0m loudspeaker cable was £650 now £455

Yamamura Churchill Millennium 5000 0.5u digital was £275 now £175
Yamamura Churchill Millennium 3m speaker was £1295 now £810
Adyton Opera integrated amp was £2595 now £1815, mint condition
Adyton Modus pre amp was £2695 now £1885, good condition
Wharfedale Coleridge speakers new. boxed £250

Phone or fax for further details and ex-demo hardware
offers
Most major credit cards accepted

Tel/Fax 01359 240687 Mobile 0467 404874

2 IPRCD?II:IIJRISEITQSII VI e

NEW PRODUCTS IN THIS MONTH AND ON PERMANENT
DEMONSTRATION:-

CADENCE ES LOUDSPEAKERS- NOW MUCH NICER LOOKING

AND SOUNDING BRILLIANT!

ULTIMATE CD PLAYER BY DIGITAL ANALOGUE COMPANY

AS REVIEWED IN WHAT HI-FI (FIVE STARS)

ALON V LOUDSPEAKERS - VERY SPECIAL PRICES ON ALL

ALON PRODUCTS - CALL FOR DETAILS .

AUDIO SYNTHESIS DESIRE POWER AMP

PINK_TRIANGLE NUMERAL, LITERAL CD PLAYERS AND

BRAVA PARALLELL TRACKING TONE ARM.

AUDIONOTE M3 PRE-AMP- STAGGERING PERFORMANCE AT

A SENSIBLE PRICE.

TUBE TECHNOQLOGY SYNERGY SIGNATURE P.P.S

AMPLIFIER - LOOKS AND SOUND TO MATCH.

COMING SOON Y.B.A. EQUIPMENT.

PLUS ALL THE REGULAR ITEMS FROM:- PROAC

AUDIONOTE,AUDION, C.J, UNISON RESEARCH, CADENCE,

ORIGIN LIVE, SD ACOUSTICS ANALYSIS, CALLAS, SUGDEN,

MOTH,PINK TRIANGLE, MICHELL, AUDIO SYNTHESIS, LYRA,

ORTOFON, SME, ALON,GRAAF ETC. ETC.

FOR SALE:- EX DEM:- IMPULSE TA'US £1950
IMPULSE LALIJ £1250

FOR SALE:- SECONDHAND KRELL KST £100(MINT) £1350

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK A DEM.
CALL DAVE ON 01634 389004 ANYTIME

Danist Aubio ConnecT

CT1 AUDIO ATTENUATOR

Improved sound quality
Improved accoracy
improved reiiability
Improved tracking

THE IDEAL VOLUME CONTROL

in high quality hi-fi end prafessioncl cudio equipmenit
Precision attenvator For measuvring & tes! equipment
Passive valume cantrol

Availuble in 10. 20, 50 . 100
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