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RADIO CRAZE

John Sakas P.O. Box 362 Walden NY 12586
Phone (845) 778-4064 ~ Cell (201) 410-0025

visit our web site at http llwww. radlocraze com

WANTED |

ADDISON 2 MAROON & YELLOW l
)i

$900.00, YELLOW & RED $3,750.00
ARVIN 532 ANY COLOR $2,500.00,
BENDIX 526 GREEN & BLACK $625.00
DeWALD AS01, AS02 BROWN $375.00
YELLOW $425.00, RED $1,200.00
EMERSON AU 190 & BT 245 YELLOW |
$1,300.00, GREEN $2,500.00,
DARK RED $2,700.00, BLUE $6,850.00,
BRIGUT RED $11,000.00.
ESPEY MIDGET. YOU NAME THE r
PRICE I WILL PAY IT! |
EMERSON BM258 YELLOW $750, GREEN |
$1,350. RED $2,150, BLUE $4.000
EMERSON 564 BLACK $500.00, GREEN

PAYING $14,500.00+ for near mint condtion red or blue
$10,000.00+ for green, lavender or yellow
. $3000.00+ for black and $2000.00+ for white or brown

. AIR KING SKYSCRAPERS
|

ALSO WANTED ANY COLOR~ANY CONDITION
COLLECTOR PAYING TOO MUCH, CALL ME LAST

*‘ $1,150.00, RED $1,650.00
Ny FADA L56,F55,52,5F50,5F60,136,53X,
Y g YELLOW $1,500.00, LT GREEN $1.750.00

MAROON & YELLOW $2,200.00, YELLOW
& BLUE $2,500.00, YELLOW & RED
$3,100.00, [
EMERALD GREEN & YELLOW $7,000.00, |
BLUE & YELLOW $7,000.00.
FADA 115,116 & 1000 ALL YEL.LOW
$700.00. MAROON & YELLOW $950.00
YELLOW & RED $1,150.00, PEA GREEN
$1300.00, BLUE & YELLOW $2,550.00.
GAROD 6AUI MAROON $675.00,
YELLOW & RED 1.350.00,
RED & YELLOW $1,450.00
HALSON ANY COLOR
$1,500.00 TO $5,000.00
MOTOROLA 50XC ALL YELLOW $1,750, ]

TOM THUMB CATRLIN RADIOS WANTED
paying $6,750.00+ for mint cond. red, green, orchid, blue
$2500.00+ for any mint condttion one
ALSO WANTED ANY COLOR~ANY CONDITION

| DETROLA PEE WEE & SUPER PEE WEE WANTED
paying $600.00+ for mint cond. black, white
$1,450.00+ for beatle gray, salt & pepper
$2000,00+ for red, blue $3500.00+ for green or lavender
(- ALSO WANTED ANY COLOR~ANY CONDITION
| \\ANTED ANY CATALIN RADIO

' ADDISON 2 & LW 390U wu, YELLOW & RED $3,750 0

BROWN & TORT $2.750.00. |
ARVIN 32 ANY luluuu'«um BENDIN 526 &b K 5
DeWALD AS61. ASO2 BRUOWN $3 VELLOW $425.00, RED RED & YELLOW $6.000.00.
| AR £ s B e o o DR A7 o0t GREEN & YELLOW $6.250.00,
’ en EEELMIEL SO D ERCE UL AL MOTOROLA 52 YELLOW & TORT
’ A (s e e e et ', o $1,500.00, MAROON & YELLOW $1,850.00

ROUN & VELLOW $2.200 00, YELLOW A 00 00
EM.IJL“II(.RE\AYELIUWVIMM IILU[I YELLOW $7.000. 00
FADA 115, 116 & 1000 ALL YELLUW § MARUON & YELLOW $5: .
YELLOW & RED $1.15 _,,v 0 0 Ea Y

| GAROD AU M 00. YEL 1.350
RED OOHALSON ANY €1 R

000 ¢ )|0’I‘OROLA‘0‘CF Ll YELLOW $1.750, BROWN r
$6.000 0 J W o \IoTulmLAsz OW &

GREEN & YELLOW $2,900.00
SONORA KM ANY COLOR $1,600.00
SENTINEL 284 WAVEY GRILL YELLOW |
$700.00, SAND 950.00,
RED 1,450.00, BLUE 6,500.00
SPARTON CLOISONNE ANY COLOR
$3,500.00 TO $5,500.00,
EMERSON 520 $50.00

& L v 82
SONORA KM Y {3 SI.\TINFI 284 \VAVEV GRIL $700 60

| € BLUE 8.500.00

SPARTON C1 OISONNE ANY COLOK 3, .£00.00 TO $8.£00.00. EME] % $

always buyisg any catalin or pre-war colored bakelite rudios
We will buy une picce or the entire colieclion.

"watch out there's a new guy in town"




ANTIQUE RADIO ON CD-KCIM

NEW-RCA Factory
Service Notes “Red-

Books”- Now a CD-ROM Series
Of These Famous Service Books

“The Best Resource One Can Have For Old Radios!” - acclaimed to be the most
comprehensive and most detailed information on old radios. Front cover to back cover of each years
RCA factory service information. Inva'uable for understanding ill old radios, no matter who made
them. Covers all radios made commercially by RCA (GE & Westinghouse) from 1923 through 1940.
Hundreds of models and the most detail that you can image. Individual CD's cover all models issued by
RCA from 1923-1928, 1929-1932, 1933-1936, 1937-1940. Each CD covers the vears indicated. $ 79 each

QTHEK QD'K@H VQ]@M]Q@I]THONS ' Details on the web

Riders 6-CD Series-Perpetual Trouble- Collins Radio - Accessories - $79 . ... ..
shooters Manuals - V1-4, 5-8, 9-12, 13- Complete 4 CD Set-$279...........
16, 17-20, 21-23. $ 85 ea, set for § 450 Sams Photofacts V1 - V4, Sams Sets

Radiophile Vol.1-885............. 1-100 /25 Sets per Volume, $ 79 each. . .
Radiophile Vol. 2-$85............. REA-Riders Complete Index -$ 34 .. ..
Radiophile Vol. 3-$85............. Record Changers-$85.............
Antique Radio Repair Vol. 1- $85.... Military RadioV1-8§57.............
Antique Radio Repair Vol. 2- $85.... Military RadioV2-$57.............
R390-R390A/URR Technical CD - $ 57  (Compendium of military manuals)
RCA Radiotron Handbook - $ 67 ... .. QST Series - 80 years of QST in 11 sets
RCA HB-3 Tube Manual-$80....... of CD-Rom’s @ $ 39.95 per set or
Zenith Trans-Oceanic-$89......... s$373foralluisets.................
The RadioBoys-$44.............. The Hallicrafters CD-ROM (shipping
Amos ‘N Andy-Vol.1-$26......... June, 2001), the most compretensveCD
Sam’s DialCord series-$49 .......... of schematics and manuals covering
Collins Radio - Receivers-$79 ....... almost all models (see web for details
Collins Radio - Xmtrs/Amps-$79.... andcontents)-$89..........

Collins Radio - Transceivers-$79 ... ..

SCHEMATIC DIAGRAM & MANUAL SERVICE

Over 200,000 schematics & 10,000 manuals and growing! Schematics and
some manuals may be emailed instantly via the internet.

Check the web - On-line antique radio flea market - Radios for sale -
Antique radio museum - Zenith Trans-Oceanic museum, thousands of old
catalogs, manuals, literature, information, how-to data, reference and
much much more - Visit antique radios {argest web address today!

% %

Kﬁbﬂ@ Em (I]KQHHWEJ Visit us on the Internet:
2043 Empire Central http://www.radioera.com
Dallas, Texas 75235
Inquiries: 214-358-5195
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS

July takes us into the heart of summertime, and life
in general seems more relaxed, more open to tun and
games. Here at A.R.C., John Miller's article on Bonzo,
a Crosley Pup, seemed to fit the mood of the month
perfectly. The fun lies in Crosley's idea of using a
particularly comical-looking dog for advertising purpos-
es. And as we all know, collecting Pups, or any radio of
choice for that matter, is always a kind of game.

Powel Crosley was on the same wavelength as RCA
in using “man’s best friend” to sell his little 1-tube radio.
However, his humorous best friend was no match in
dignity for RCA'’s Nipper. In addition, Bonzo didn’t have
the staying power of RCA’s symbol primarily because
he wasn't an exclusive Crosley representative. Car-
toonist George Studdy's dog had already appeared in
radio poses and on all kinds of commercial merchan-
dise long before Crosley took him on as a mascot.

Instead of really capitalizing on the popu arity of
Bonzo, Crosley included real dogs of many breeds in
sales pitches. He even gave away real puppies as
prizes in sales contests. But, throwing Bonzo into the
mix was a sure-fire advertising gimmick. Who could
resist a cuddly pup with a headset, recognized by
everyone, and so ugly that he's cute?

Collecting Bonzo Pups can be serious fun, but so is
almost any aspect of our avocation — such as the
chance exploration of radio history. For example, atlast
fal's VRPS meet, Howard Stone's Mark !l tuner struck
me as a wonderful example of vintage radio history to
share with A.R.C. readers. This Mark lll was the only
one | had ever seen with folding legs.

Howard agreed to puttogether an article on the Mark
IIl, along with good photos. As a good historian, he also
added a comparison of his set with a later versicn — the
subtle differences are interesting.

Ray Bintliff has compiled an article based on Robert
Krockel's chance discovery of a Ham photo treasure. In
the 1920s and 1930s, expensive, factory-made sets
were out of the question for early Ham radio enthusi-
asts. As a result, they rose to the challenge and built
their own. Building a set was not only fun, but a means
of communicating with the rest of the world.

“Connection with the past” is a key phrase ir vintage
radio collecting. But, the present slips into the picture
too. Last month we focused once again on the renowned
Muchow Collection, which will be memorialized in the
August auction. Equally well known in the past was the
Greenwood Collection, the name on the tag Dave Crock-
er found on his 3-circuit loose coupler receiver. Such a
find would make any collector's heart sing — or cause
him to jump into writing an article, as Dave did.

One thing leads to another, and Dave's article re-
minded me of the Greenwood items in my own collec-
tion. Knowing that an item has a prestigious past is part
of the fun of collecting.

Early radio history is definitely an underlying theme
in this issue. Photo Review includes unusual early
items; for example, a De Forest MT-200 tuner and a
Zenith 2-M 2-tube amplifier, circa 1922-1923.

In additicn, Norman Braithwaite takes us back to
1925 and a Kemper portable receiver. This uncommon
set had suffered the fate of many such vintage sets —
its fragile loop antenna was missing. Instead of putting
the set on a shelf in a state of undress, Norm decided to
make an antenna as near to the original as possible.
Fortunately for us, he shares the process and the
gratifying results.

As for fun events in the present, the Texas VRPS
radio and phonograph auctions are not to be missed.
Even consoles that often go wanting elsewhere do well
at this aucticn. The ever popular Philco 90 brought a top
bid of $470, while a second one went for $380. Though
there were only 126 bidders, the proceeds were a very
respectable $29,000.

Big meets and auctions are often highlights in the
radio collector's world. But, everyday club activities are
equally impertant. The Indiana Historcal Radio Society
(IHRS) “Spotlight” reminds us of the longevity of many
clubs and the camaraderie they offer to members. Our
congratulations to IHRS on the occasion of its 30th
anniversary year.

Radio Miscellanea contains responses to earlier
Photo Reviaw sets. Wally Worth's spark gap photo in
the October 2000 issue reminded Harry Goldman that
not all spark gaps are used on radio fransmitters. From
Italy, we have a follow-up on the Tefifon set, shown in
the December 2000 issue. There is now a book on the
subject, which every Tefifon collector must have.

The Internet. Our Web site also keeps you tuned to
what's happening in the present to things of the past.
Check the ads on target day, read some current or past
articles, rerew your subscription, order books, link to
other sites — enjoy the extended world of the World
Wide Web. As we said, fun is a natural ingredient of
summer, so use the Net to enhance the good time.

Muchow Auction. August 3-5 are the dates. Check
www.estesauction.homestead.com for many photos of
the wonderfut offerings. Hope to see you there.

Coming Radio Events. There are over 40 meets
scheduled for July. July 6-8, olan to attend the Michigan
Antique Radio Club's Extravaganza '01. July 21 brings
you the Mid-South Antique Radio Collector's Summer
Meet and tre New England Wireless and Steam Muse-
um's Yankee Radio Tune-Up. On July 28 you can
attend the Carolinas Chapter of the AWA’s Summer
Swap Meetorstopby A.R.C.'s table atthe New England
Antique Radio Club's Swap Meet.

Happy Gollecting!

John V. Terrey, Editor

ON THE COVER

Our cover photo is a postcard from your editor's
collection. It pictures Bonzo, the pre-1920 creation of
British artist George Studdy, rendering whatthe caption
calls an “Operatic Number.” Below the caption, the aria
title is “You are Queen of My Heart to Night." In the
1920s, Bonzo appeared on hundreds of these cards.

5 R.P.S. Series Post Cards 1045. Copyright.




WITH THE COLLECTORS

Bonzo, a Crosley Pup

BY JOHN MILLER

Dogs and radio seem to go together as adver-
tising gimmicks. RCA's Nipper and Crosley's
Bonzo are certainly prime examples. Crosley’s
adoption of a pup mascot resulted in instant suc-
cess for their one-tube radio. (Editor)

In 1925, the Crosley Radio Corporation intro-
duced a small 1-tube regenerative radio called
the Crosley Pup that sold for $9.75. This redesign
of the Crosley Model 50, crammed into a small
metal cabinet, became an overnight success.
The popularity of this radio can be attributed not
only to its low price but also to a very clever
advertising campaign.

Although Crosley attributed the name “Pup” to
the small size of the radio, it didn't take long for
the company to capitalize on the name of this
radio. The first ad for the Crosley Pup appeared
in the July 27, 1925, issue of the Crosley Radio
Weekly.

In this same issue the following reception con-
test was announced: “$1,000 Prize Contest — A
grand prize of $1,000 is offered to purchasers of
the Crosley “Pup” for best report of results ob-
tained over the period from September 1, 1925,
to March 1, 1926 in addition to monthly prizes,
including real live pedigreed puppies. Full details
and entry blank in each box.”

In the October 26, 1925, issue of the Crosley
Radio Weekly, a headline reads, “More Than
14,000 Crosley Pups Sold Within Five Weeks.”
This same issue states that the six pedigreed
“Pups” for the reception contest will be as follows:
Strongheart Police Dog, Jefferson White Collie,
Cairn Terrier, Shepherd puppy, Irish Terrier, and
Doberman Pinscher.

Ads for this radio have it teamed with a canine
mascot that resembles a Terrier breed of dog. In
fact, an early Crosley ad, shown in Figure 1,
stated: “Watch for the Crosley PUP! It's a Sky
Terrier.” In this same time period, Crosley also
adopted another “Pup” to be the radio’s mascot.
This was the famous cartoon dog Bonzo wearing
a set of Crosley headphones. Designed to be
displayed along with the Pup radio, this new
mascot was obviously chosen because of the
immense popularity of the cartoon figure Bonzo.

BONZO'S ORIGIN

Bonzo was the creation of British artist George
Studdy. In the early 1920s, this mischievous,
pudgy pup called Bonzo was the inspiration for
much commercial merchandise, such as cuddly
and mechanical toys, ashtrays, pincushions, trin-
ket boxes, car mascots, jigsaw puzzles, books,
calendars, candies, and a profusion of postcards.
Examples of the postcards are shown in Figure 2.

6

Watch for the
Crosley PUP!

“I’s a Sky Terrier”

Figure 1. An early Crosley advertisement featur-
ing the Pup.

You name it and there was an item produced
either with or in the image of Bonzo. They were
not only produced in England, Bonzo's home
country, but also n America, Austria, Belgium,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France, Germany,
Japan, the Netherlands and Spain!

A word search using Bonzo on the online auc-
tion service eBay recently revealed 116 items!
These items include salt & pepper shakers, post-
cards, toothbrush holders, egg cups, pin cush-
ions, and nut cups, just to name a few. (Sorry, no
Crosley Bonzos were listed.) The quantity and
variety of Bonzo memorabilia, both old and new,
aftest to the continued popularity of this cute
cartoon figure.

Crosley used the Old King Cole Papier Maché
Company on Market Street in Canton, Ohio, to
manufacture papier maché figures of Bonzo for
use in store displays. The 9-inch tall Bonzo sport-
ed headphones with “CROSLEY PUP” embossed
on the headphone band. See Figures 3 and 4.

Itis interesting to note that the same company
also manufactured the papier maché Nippers of
around 14" to 42" for use as RCA dealer dis-

plays.



“What’s This I'm Hearing
About You?”

“Looking Forward to Seeing
You Again!”

“You Fill My Waking
Thoughts.

Figure 2. Examples of the colorful Bonzo postcards created by George Studdly.

The store display of Bonzo became so popular
that Crosley finally offered them to dealers for
sale to the general public. Page 1 of the March
15, 1926, issue of the Crosley Radio Weekly,
shown on page 9, announces that “Bonzo” is now
for sale. The illustrations on this page appear to
be the same papier mécheé figure shown in Figure
5, since “CROSLEY PUP” is embossed on the
headphone band. A similar ad also appeared in
an early issue of the Crosley Radio Broadcaster.

Most of the figures sold to the public were a
smaller version of “Bonzo” made from a chalk
composite. The chalk Bonzo, shown in Figure 6,
is about 4'2" tall and has a slightly different pose

Figure 3. Powel Crosley, Jr., and the Crosley
Pup, advertised as the world’s smallest, factory-
built, 1-tube receiver. (From “A Trip through WLW,”
a Crosley pamphlet.)

with only the word “CROSLEY" embossed on the
headphone band.

BONZO, THE SKY TERRIER, AND PRINT ADS

Many collectors think of Bonzo as the sale
mascot for the Pup radio. My research has proved
that is not the case at all. While it is true that
Bonzo was created to be displayed with the Pup
radio, Crosley continued to use the *Sky Terrier”
in its print ads for the Pup and also an the box
label. In fact, except for the Bonzo ad reprinted in
this article, which was aimed at Crosley dealers,
you will not see the Crosley Bonzo in any Crosley
print ad.

So, if Bonzo was such a popular novelty for
Crosley, why didn't he show up in its print ads? i
think the answer to that is fairly simple — Crosley
capitalized on the popularity of Bonzo without

(Continued on foltowing page)

Figure 4. Logo of the Old King Cole Papier Maché
Company, Canton, Ohio, manufacturer of Bonzos
for store displays.



Figure 5. A papier mache figure
of Bonzo available to dealers for
store display and for resale to Figure 6. The Crosley Pup radio, with a smaller, chalkware Bonzo,

customers.

{Bonzo, continued)

paying royalties to his creator, George Studdy. if
you have any doubt about this, just read the last
part of the Bonzo article from the Crosley Radio
Weekly again: “Send your order immediately for
half a dozen of these PUPS that have become
nationally famous because of the prominent posi-
tion they have occupied in the windows of Cros-
ley dealers in all sections of the country.

Notice there is no mention of Bonzo already
being an immensely popular cartoon character.
Both Bonzo and the Sky Terrier faded away with
the 1-tube Crosley Pup. In 1933, Crosley used
the name “Pup” on a cheap 4-tube superhet that
sold for $26, but neither Bonzo nor the Sky Terri-
er was used to promote this set. Nevertheless,
the decision to add Bonzo as a mascot was
obviously a very smart marketing ploy for the
Crosley Corporation.

BONZO AS A COLLECTIBLE

The Crosley Bonzo makes a fine addition to
any radio collection. Both the papier maché and
chalkware versions are much harder to find than
a Crosley Pup radio. It was only after | obtained
my chalkware version of the Crosley Bonzo from
Mid-South Antique Radio Collectors member Jack
Curry that | purchased a Crosley Pup radio to go
along with it.

I have seen a papier maché Crosley Bonzo on
display at the Smithsonian Museum, and | know
of a few collectors who have one of these unique
pieces. The papier maché version did not survive
in numbers because of the fragile nature of pa-
pier maché, and most of the smaller chalkware
Bonzos suffered the fate of other low-cost novel-
ties of this era — namely, the trash bin.

But, they and other Bonzo products are still out
there, hiding in a box in an attic or basement, or
perhaps sitting unnoticed on a shelf in an obscure
junk/antique store. A word of caution is in order
as you begin to scour the country in search of a
Crosley Bonzo: Reproductions have shown up
out there, so if that chalkware Bonzo looks too
new to be real, he probably isnt.

the size more commonly available to the public.

| find the Crosley Bonzo story to be a small, yet
interesting piece of radio history. To find out more
about George Studdy and his creation, Bonzo, |
recommend that you visit the Web site of Richard
Fitzpatrick noted below. Richard offers a wealth
of information on this subject, as well as many
photographs and links to other sites with George
Studdy information and photos. Without Rich-
ard’s kind assistance this article would not have
been possible.

References:
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known.

Stinger, Charles, Crosley Radio Historian & re-
tired WLW employee, Hamilton, Ohio, inter-
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“A Trip Through WLW,” reprint of 1935 pamphlet.
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(John Miller, 817 Edgewood Dr., Lexington,
KY 50515)

John Miller’s interest in radio began in high
school when an old family friend gave him a
Zenith 55127. He subsequently restored this set
via Jim Fred's “Radio Topics” in “Elernentary Elec-
tronics” magazine. An active collector since 1974,
he has narrowed his interests to cathedrals and
pre-1940 Zeniths. Subscribers will remember his
amusing April “Eliminator” articles in A.R.C.
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CINCINNATY

VoL, V. NO. XI

MARCH 15, 1928

“Bonzo” Is For Sale;
Novelty Is Offered
To Crosley Dealers

Famous PUP is Appealing to
Thousands, Who Proclaim
it to be Greatest of All
Gloom-Chasers.

“Bonzo,” that famous PUI" that
has been in such demand among
Crosley radio dealers hecause of
its advertising value and which has
been commented upon by thousands
of people as one of the mgast at-
tractive novelties ever seen, is now

for sale to Crosley dealers who
can use it as a window or counter
decoration or sell it to the person
to whom it appeals as a novelty.
It 18 known that there 18 a mar-
ket for “Bonzo.” Many persons
have asked us to sell him. For a
while it was impossible to obtain
these PUPS in sufficient quantities
even to meet the requirements of
our dealers, but increased prod:ic-
tion now permits us to offer them in

quantities. These must be pur-
chased direct from the factory, with
money accompanying order. The
price to dealers is 73c¢ each.

Parerts will purchase “Bonzo” for
their children; girls will buy them
for their rooms: hunters and lovers
of dogs will buy them as decora-
tions for their dens—in fact thous-
ands of people will be glad to have
such a “beautiful” novelty.

“Bonzo” makes everycne laugh.
He drives the grouches away fm-
mediately. Never have we seen the
man who could look at this PUP
without smillng and expressing a
desire to own one. Send your or-
der Immediately for half a dozen
of these PUPS that have become
nationally famous because of the
prominent position they have occu-
pled In the windows of Crosley
dealers in ail sections of the Coun-
try.

Reproduced from Crosley Radio Weekly.
March 15, 1926.




COLLECTING FOREIGN SETS

Mark III Short-Wave Tuner

BY HOWARD STONE

We are fortunate that many examples of early wire-
less equipment have survived. In this article, Howard
Stone describes a magnificent receiver from the World
War | era and its application in warfare of that period.
(Editor)

In World War l, the British used Mark Ill Short-Wave
Tuners in the trenches. Jonathan Hill writes in Radio!
Radio! that this early crystal set “was used by the
R.F.C. ground stations for the reception of Morse Code
signals transmitted from aeroplanes flying above the
battlefields of the Western Front. The pilot's job was to
direct the gunfire of artillery batteries on the ground via
an R.F.C. wireless operator attached to each battery.
With a clear view of the battle scene below, the pilots
would transmit in Morse the coded position of the
enemy...and the message would be relayed on to the
gunners who would then take the appropriate action.”

This procedure may seem primitive by today’s stan-
dards, but it was a technological revolution in its day. It
allowed artillery soldiers to be much more accurate
than they could have been without knowing the ene-
my's position and the results of their shelling.

Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Company first devel-
oped the Mark Ill Short-Wave Tuner in 1915. From
1916 on, several variations of this tuner were manufac-

Figure 2. A Mark Ill Short-Wave Tuner with its lid

and legs closed.

Figure 1. A Mark Ill Short-Wave Tuner in its case
with the support legs in the extended position.

tured by a number of companies, including Robert W.
Paul, the W/T Factory, A.T.M. Company, and Johnscn
and Phillips.

MY 1916 MARK Ill SHORT-WAVE TUNER

Robert W. Paul of London manufactured my Mark
Hl, which dates from 1916 and is shown in Figures 1
and 2. Figure 3, a panel view, shows the high quality of
parts and workmanship used in the manufacture of the
set. An under-the-panel view is shown in Figure 4. The
Mark IllI's schematic, which Is glued Inside the bottom
of the case, is shown in Figure 5.

Figure 3. The high quality of the workmanship
and components used in the Shornt-Wave set are
evident in this closeup of its front panel.



Figure 4. An underside view of the Short-Wave
Tuner.

This set, to my knowledge, is one of only two surviv-
ing Mark i Short-Wave Tuners that originally had
attached folding aluminum legs. Presumably, these
were intended to keep the radio off the ground and out
of the mud

The Mark Il Short-Wave Tuner is a crystal set
utilizing both carborundum and Perikon detectors. It
covered the 100-700 meter wave range

A box built into the lid of the Mark Il Skort-Wave
Tuner holds additional crystals (see top left of Fig-
ure 1). A valve can be hooked in place of the crystal
detector; a switch on the right side of the sat can be
moved to select the carborundum detector, tre Perikon
detector, or an outboard valve.

The Mark Il is tuned with the use of a buzzer. First
the detector swifch is set to the Perikon detector. The
inductor and variable condenser are set to the estimat-
ed wavelength for receiving a particular station. Then
the switch for the buzzer is pressed; this produces
oscillations that act as if a station is transmitting at the
estimated frequency. Finally, the various tuning knobs
are adjusted until the loudest sound is heard in the
earphones. The detectors also are adjusted for the
loudest sound, and the buzzer is turned off. The Mark
Il Short-Wave Tuner is ready 1o receive.

Most Mark il tuners were covered with black paint-
ed canvas; however, the mahogany finish of my Robert
W. Paul tuner is the original finish. | restored the
cabinet by repeated washings of a very thick coat of
dust and dirt that seems to have offered protection to

Figure 5. The set's schematic diagram appears
rather simple in contrast to the complexity of its
front panel controls and switches.

the original finish. The number 1" painted on the front
of the case appears 1o be original and is presumably
the number of the setin an R.F.C. squadron group.

A comparison of two different Mark 1ll sets can be
seen in Figure 6. The more common type of Mark Il
manufactured in 1918 by A.T.M. Company was fitted
with a watch in the lid. The Paul Mark 1l was never
fitted with a watch

Reference:
Hill, Jonathan. Radio! Radio! Bampion, Devon: Sun-
rise Press, 1986

(Howard Stone, 2825 6th Ave., Fort Worth, TX
76110)

Howard Stone is a professor of Pastoral Counseling
at Texas Christlan University, Fort Worth, Texas. A
longtime callector, he is especially mnterested in wire-
less 1- and 2-tube battery sets of the early 1920s and
in crystal sets. His senes of articles on British crystal
sets has appeared in A.R.C

Figure 6. The tuner on the left is the one produced by Robert W. Paul. A later version manufactured by the

A.T.M. Co. is shown on the right.



VINTAGE COMMUNICATIONS

Vintage Ham Photo Treasure

COMPILED BY RAY BINTLIFF, W1RY
FROM MATERIAL PROVIDED BY ROBERT KROCKEL

A photo treasure discovery by reader
Robert Krockel brings to mind the article “A
Swap Meet Treasure” which appeared In the
January 2000 issue of A.R.C. Sometimes
such old photos, though they have no relation
to the finder's personal experiences, can
suggest all kinds of historical radio moments.
(Editor)

When attending flea markets, swap meets
and yard sales, radio collectors are usually
on the lookout for hardware — radios, parts
and tubes. However, it pays to dig deeper for
other radio-related goodies.

While searching for radios at the Long
Beach, California, Antique Flea Market,
Robert Krockel discovered a number of
photographs relating to Amateur Radio. The
photos are unusual in that they are not only

of Ham stations from the late 1920s and
early 1930s, but of stations in the Far East.

HAM RADIO IN GUAM

A handwritten note on the back of the
photo shown in Figure 1 reads “My Guam
lash up.” The receiver at the right is a Pilot
Super Wasp with an RCA Model 100A speak-
er above it. A stralght key is located at the
right edge of the photograph. The photo-
graph is undated, but the recelver and speak-
er date from the late 1920s. The home-brew
CW transmitter is on the table at the left
along with its power supply at the bottom of
the table.

The station’s call sign is OM2CS. The OM
call sign prefix should not be confused with
the current call sign prefix for the Slovak
Republic. Back in the 1920s and 1930s, it

Figure 1. This Ham station, OM2CS, located on Guam, uses a factory-built receiver, a Pilot Super Wasp,
and a home-brew CW transmitter.



Figure 2. A closeup of the transmitter used at the
Guam “lash up.” The coils are wound from copper
tubing. The 20-meter coils are in place. The 40-
meter coils are on the bottom shelf next to the
power supply.

was not uncommon for Hams to use unoffi-
cial call signs, and OM was the unofficial
prefix for Guam.

Another view of the station is provided in
Figure 2. This closeup shows the power sup-
ply for the transmitter along with the piug-in
coils for operation on another band. The back
of the photo carries the notation “The Xmit-
ter. WAC + 65 some countries, 40 and 20
meters. 73, Spicer OM2CS. Ex-K6GC.” So,
this tells us that the operator's name was
Spicer and that he held a U.S. call sign
(K6GC) from California. The “WAC"” means
that he made radio contacts with othar Ama-
teur stations in each of the continents. In
addition, he had “worked” other Hams in
about 65 countries. Not a bad record for that
period in Ham Radio.

In Figure 3 we see the operatar, C. R.
Spicer, showing off his collection of transmit-
ting tubes. Pencilled on the back of the pho-
tograph is a note that reads “Best Wishes,
C. R. Spicer, Ex-OM2CS, K6GC. All good
ones too, how cum?” Evidently, Spicer had
finished a tour of duty in Guam and returned
to California because he dropped the OM2CS
call sign. Can any A.R.C. readers identify
these tubes?

HONG KONG, TOO

The station depicted in Figure 4 locks home
brew, but it must have worked well judging

Figure 3. A smiling C. R. Spicer, OM2CS and
K6GC, displays some interesting tubes — “All
good ones.

from the QSL cards on the wall. The back of
the photo reads, “To W6ETL de VS6AG,
Hong Kong 1932." A WAC certificate hangs
on the wall, along with an unidentifiable cer-
tificate and a group photo.

An impressive array of QSL cards covers the
wall above the certificates. The cards are con-
firmation of QSOs with Ham stations in Eu-
rope, Asla, Africa, South America and the West
Coast of the U. S. Some cards carry prefixes
that cannot be identified, such as Z1 and AU.

(Continued on folfowing page)

I BH

Figure 4. A 1932 Ham station, VS6AG, with a wall
ot QSL cards, located in Hong Kong.



(Photo Treasure, continued)

Several cards are remind-
ers of how the world has
changed. The PK prefix for
the Dutch East Indies is no
more. Germany and Japan
now have 2-letter prefixes.
The D4ABG card on display
was from a German station.
Today a card with a D4 prefix
would be from Cape Verde.
Likewise, the J3CQ card from
Japan would now be recog-
nized as Grenada (J3). There
is a lot of radio history in this
photograph.

CHINA

Figure 5 shows another
Ham station in the Far East.
The back of the photograph
reads “Johnnie receives a ra-
diogram at AC2RT. To Mr.
Fred L. Borch, WEETL” and
is signed “Y. N. Hsieh,
AC2RT, Peiping.” QSL cards
on the wall are mostly from other Chinese
stations, but include one from Japan and one
from England. At the time, the official call
sign prefix for China was XG, but the unoffi-
cial AC prefix was in common use.

Again, this CW station appears to be using
home-brew equipment. The receivers are in

table.

Figure 6. A superb example of an early home-
brew transmitter.

Figure 5. Also from the Far East, a Ham station with home-brew
equipment. Note the plug-in coils and the callbook on the operator’'s

shielded cabinets with access for plug-in coils.
The transmitter is of open construction. The
photo is not dated but the equipment sug-
gests that it is also from the late 1920s to
early 1930s period.

HOME BREW WITH CLASS

Early Ham stations relied on home-brewed
receivers and transmitters. Gradually, facto-
ry-built receivers began to replace the home-
brewed stuff, but many Hams continued to
use home-brewed transmitters. This too
changed as factory-built transmitters became
available and affordable.

Home-brewed equipment varied greatly in
the quality of construction, performance and
appearance. The unidentified transmitter
shown in Figure 6 is a classic example of a
high quality home brew. it appears to be from
the same period as the stations described
above, but it is miles ahead in terms of qual-
ity of construction and complexity.

Many Hams lament the passing of the
“good old days” when home brewing was
common. But the complexity of modern trans-
ceivers make home-brew equivalents imprac-
tical. However, the tradition continues and
Hams are still building low power (QRP) trans-
mitters, simple receivers and station acces-
sories.

(Ray Bintliff, 2 Powder Horn Ln., Acton,
MA 01720)

Ray Bintliff, a longtime member of the
A.R.C. staff, holds an Amateur Extra Class
license. A retired engineer, he enjoys repair-
ing and restoring pre-1945 radios and test
equipment, In addition to Amateur Radio, his
interests include electronic equipment and
audio reproduction.



CLUB SPOTLIGHT

The Indiana Historical Radio Society
30th Anniversary Year

The Indiana Historical Radio Society (IHRS)
is a group of individuals who “preserve for pos-
terity” all types of memorabilia of the radio indus-
try. Established 30 years ago in October 1971,
the IHRS has grown from its original 13 collec-
tors to an international organization of about
300.

Most members avidly collect and restore an-
tique radios, speakers, vacuum tubes and relat-
ed equipment. Other members’ interests lie in
radio advertising, magazines, old time radio
shows on tape, headphones, loop antennas —
the list goes on. A good many of the members
have come up through the ranks of Amateur
radio, and they restore and build receivers and
transmitters from the 1920s and 1930s and put
them “on the air.”

THE IHRS BULLETIN

The Society publishes the IHRS Bulletin quar-
terly. This illustrated publication includes articles
on radio repair and restoration, radio pioneers
and manufacturers, as well as an occasional
account of a member's fortuitous acquisition of a
rare radio or the story of how he got started in
radio. “Radioads” are printed free for members.

Photos of “Old Equipment” contest winning
entries and general interest photos of members
are frequently included. The Bulletin seeks orig-
inal articles on all aspects of the radio collecting
spectrum.

THE IHRS MUSEUM

The IHRS maintains a very extensive and
popular museum in Ligonier, Indiana. Known as
the Indiana Historic Radio Museum, it is the only
museum dedicated exclusively to the pioneer
years of radio and associated technology in Indi-
ana. On display are hundreds of radios, horn
speakers, vacuum tubes, advertising signs and
much more.
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Indiana Historical Radio Society
(IHRS)

Publication: Indiana Historical Radio
Society Bulletin, published quarterly
Officers:
President: Herman W. Gross
Vice President: George Freeman
Secretary/Treasurer: Fred Prohl
Historian: Dr. Ed Taylor
Museum Curator: Fred Schultz
Editor: Robert M. O'Friel
Dues: $15 for one year or $25 for 2 years for
the whole family at the same address
Membership Information:
Send SASE to Fred Prohl, 3129 Lanam
Ridge Road, Nashville, IN 47448; or
Printable membership form at the [HRS
web site www.indianahistoricalradio.org

Annually, thousands of people from every state
and several foreign countries step back into the
“Golden Age of Radio” for an entertaining and
educational hands-on experience at our muse-
um. Visitors are given the oppcrtunity to try to
tune an old 3-dial battery radio. We invite you to
see part of our collection and find other informa-
tion via a link to the museum from the IHRS Web
site listed n the box above left or call the muse-
um curator at 1-219-894-3779.

ACTIVITIES

The IHRS holds four meets a year in various
areas in Indiana. There is a swap and shop at
every meet. At others, there may be an old
equipmen: contest, auction of radios and parts,
seminars and speakers, a “carry-in lunch” or an
annual awards banquet. There
are at least two brief business
meetings associated with the
meets.

The IHRS welcomes radio
historians and collectors to its
fold. Please contact our secre-
tary/treasurer or our Web site
for more information. Address-
es are in the box above.

Plan to stop by the August
25 Summer Meet in Elkhart, In-
diana to congratulate the IHRS
on their 30th Anniversary.




&% WITH THE COLLECTORS

A 3-Circuit Loose Coupler Receiver
From the Greenwood Collection
BY DAVE CROCKER

This article is a variation
on the theme of “never stop
looking or asking more ques-
tions."” In this case, we learn
that listening carefully to a
long-distance caller and tak-
ing a chance on his offering
might also result in an unex-
pected prize. (Editor)

Take a look at the early
radio board set shown in Fig-
ure 1. Look familiar? it should.

A few months ago, | got a
phone call from a West Coast
person who had seen my
name in A.R.C. and wanted
to know if | would be interest-
ed in a “weird-looking, primi-
tive radio.” Since I'm always
interested, | asked for a de-
scription and a manufactur-
er's name. Well, there wasn't
a brand name, and since the
caller wasn't experienced in
radio jargon, | got a confus-
ing monologue about “..a coil
of wound wires sliding in and
out of another coil of wires.”

The caller didn't know ex-
actly what he had, so | figured
it had to be some kind of cou-
pling device. That seemed to
be it, but then he added a com-
ment about “this black thing
that turns around and around.”
(Now it was getting interest-
ing.) Asking a few more ques-
tions, | was told, “...there’'s this
doohickey thing at the end with
a funny little pointed wire."
(Even more intriguin