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The Big 1930 Show

“Outdoor Amusements”
Is About To Start!

v
~--as usual, it will be inaugurated by THE BILLBOARD’S

Annual Spring Special Number

4{ DATED MARCH 29 - ISSUED MARCH 25 )

With the publication of The Billboard’s Spring
Special the Outdoor Amusement World enters .its
first phase of activity this season.

Amusement Parks, Fairs, Circuses, Carnivals, ‘ADVERTISERS TO THE AMUSEMENT WORLD’

Summer Resorts and Summer Theatricals—all are making reservations NOW in the Spring

thoroughly represented in The Billboard for Special Number of The Billboard. Years of ex-

many years—are now announcing their “opening perience has taught them the value of good po-

dates” and 1930 routes. Turnstiles and ticket sition in this big extra-circulation issue.

choppers will soon start to record an endless

sircam of pleasure seekers. Making it of even greater importance—the Spring
Speccial is also the first big list number of the new

Yet there is much preparation—much pur- season. It contains complete lists of Amusement

chasing—to be done. And much of it will Ferley: Conventisns) Fairs, ete:

be done after con'sulting t.he advertising Regular advertising rates prevail. Reservations
columns of the Spring Special. made in the order they are received.

THE BILLBOARD PUBLISHING CO.

Publication Office: 25 Opera Place, Cincinnati, Ohio
1560 Broadway - - - New York City

Chicago — St. Louis — Kansas City — Philadelphia — San Francisco
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TENT-REP AND SCREEN VICE-PRESIDENTS.

Bill _T(} ‘Aid Employment -

Of American

Musicians

Influx of 'immigrant musicians leads A. F. of M. to
back measure which would amend “artists’ clause® of
law making entry thru regular channels .compulsory

k3
Campaign To Restore
Theater Orchestras

A campaign to restore orchestra
.musiclans to every theater now using
sound pictures will be launched over
the radio from Cincinnatli. Clare
Yarwood, president ‘of the Cincinnati
Musiclans’ Association, and L. B. Wil-
son, president of L. B. Wilson, Inc,
operating Station WCKY, Covington,
Ky., arrahged February 23 for putting
2 large orchestra on the air twice &
week, starting March 3, over WCKY,

NEW YOREK, Féb. 24—Backed by the
powerful American-Federation of Musi~
clans, which totals more than 100,000
members,.a bill 18 to be brought before
Congress soon that will compel musi-
clans from’ foreign countries to enter
the United States thru regular immi-
gration channels, according to Joseph N.
Webber, president of the musiclans’
organization.

The steady Influx of foreign musl-
cians, music synchronization in .motion
pictures and ‘the discontinuing of or-
chestras in legitimate theaters are prime
factors In the’ present unemployment
situation among musicians generally, ac-
cording to Webber, who states that there
are more than 9,000 unemployed musl-
clans thruout the country. .

Webber says that under the present
law immigrant musicians do not enter
this country under the quafn. but are
allowed entrahce for' a ‘six months
period as artists. In' most cases this
peripd is extended indytlnltély. with the
result that the number of native un-
employed musiclans continues to grow.

The proposed bill, which seeks to place
gll fmmigrant musicians who do not
enter -the country to flll engagements
under the quota, is sald to already have
the support of influential lobbyists who
will attempt .to.get it before the legls~
lature at an early date. . .

According to Webber, the passage of
this bill to amend the “artists’ clause”

(See EMPLQYMENT on page 8)
N.:'O. Refuses
All-Union  Plan

NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 24.—Contracts
cannot be made by the city with labor
unions for public work, Bertrand I.
Cahn, city attorney, advised the Audi-
torium Commission in an opinjon last
week. There i{s no prohibition againsé
employing members of lapor unfons, but
contracts cannot be ‘made with unions
for exclusive employment of members,
the opinion stated. -

Efforts have been made by musicians”
and stagehands’ unions to have the
Auditorium Commission agree to employ
only unifon’ men at the new Municlipal
Auditorium, . -

Not only could the commission not
enter into this kind of contract, but no
other contract Involving public work
could 'be' legally signed by ft, this
authority being with the commission
council alone. Request for the opinion
came from Cha_rlas A. Koch, manager.

Gran Cireo Shipp Sailing

NEW YORK, Feb. 32—It 1s understood
thet the Gran Circo Shipp will aail for

South America February 26. A 150-foot

roundtop with a 50-foot middle plece
will be used. :

There are 34 sections df blues and the“'to see  the plan worked out.

remainder will be boxes and reserved
seats on the European order.

Colony. Renamed Broadway

. . e
’

Drops Movies

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—With an idea of
perpetuating the name of the old Broad-
way Theater that stood.at Broadway and
41st street for many years, but which’
waa torn down a year ago to make room,
for & new office bullding just being
completed, B. 8. Moss, former owner of
the old Broadway, has decided to change
the name of his' Colony Theater at
Broadway and 53d street to the
Broadway. . T

When B. 8. Moss sold hig theater in-
terests to the RKO organization a couple

of years ago the only theater he retained »

was his newest one on- Broadway, the
Colony, which has served as @& picture
house , since it was first opened. .Uni-
versal has hac\a lease on the house for
the last few yedrs, and today B. S..Moss®

(

.the owner, reacqpi‘rga the lease on the

Chicago Managers -Open

.

for Legit. -~

house and will redecorate it and enlarge
it and makeé it a theater -for legitirnate
attractiods. : .

‘This is reversing the situation, for the
.majority of the Broadway legitimate
theaters have gone movie while the
Colony, @ Broadway movie house, goes
legit. Several mohths ago Moss ~pur-
chased Pproperty - abutting the Colony
and In a few weeks the Colony will be
closed while changes are made. The
stage will be enlarged, numerous new
dressing rooms installed, and the theater,
will be in position when completed to
stage the largest and most lavish legiti-
mate-musical attractions. When the
alterations are-made the seating capac-
ity will be_2,000. It will be known as
B. S. Moss’ Broadway Theater. . . .

Fire on  Agency Abuses

CHICAGO, Feb. 24..~— The abuses to
which |the 'agency business and, more
‘particularly, club booking are subject are

.being actively, combatted by the recently

organized Chicago Entertalnment:. Man-

. agers’ Assoclation, of which Lyman E.

Goss, of Riley & Goss, Is president.

The actiols and loose talk of g few
irresponsible -agents- have glven rise to a
great deal of unfavorable publicity: for
agents in, general and this condition is
one the new assoclation hopes to remedy.
Something . has already been accom=~
plished along that‘line, but, for obvious
reasons, the organization is not making
public the detalls of its work.

The assoclation has obtained a charter
under the lews of Illinois. Its oblects,

in ‘brief, are stated as ‘““to promote social

activities, good fellowship and a closer

co-operation of persons engaged lh pro-
viding 'programs of entertainment, and
for the further purpose of correcting
:abuses In booking clubs, such as cutting
prices for acts to lodges, soclal organiza-
tions or clubs, and for eliminating such
acts as give out names or addresses on
jobs or work for unlicensed persons or
outlaws who book shows occasionally, and
for 6Ur genera! protection and mutual
.betterment of business relations and
working, conditions.” o o

! «“wWe are not expecting the millennium,”
President Goss told a Billboard repre-
‘sentative, “but we do expect to be able
to'eliminate some of the objectionable
practices prevalling among a few of the
agents and which-have glven the busi~
ness something of a black eye.” '

'Maﬁagei's Working" Out"

Ticket-Distribution Plan-

NEW YOREK, Feb. 24.—A league of
Broadway, legltimate theater managers
will ke planned today to handle the dis-
tribution of theater tickets. A. L.
Frlanger and .Charles Dillingham have
not signed thp original agreement as
yet, .altho there is 'a report bearing
authenticity that has Erlanger walting
', He is
quoted 'as saying that' if the plan ‘is
feasible and the managers really adbere

\

.

to the rules they themselves have set
down he will be among the group next
season. e
It is pointed out that the March ‘1
date-set to put the plan into operation
is impossible, for nearly every hit show
now on Broadway Is enjoying a’sub-
stantlal advance buy: Ty
Winthrop Ames Is the chairman of the
committee that will propose the plan at
a rmaeeting today gt the Emptre Theater.

e o

« mate theater.

EQUITY CREATING
TWO NEW OFFICES
: Films, radio,. television in.’ﬁ

constitutional scope—spe- .-
_cial meeting set for Mar. 17

el

NEW YORK, Feb., 24.—Tent and rep-
ertoire and the screen are t0 be repré- .
sented by officers in Actors’ Equity As-
soclation. Frank Gilllmofe made the an-
nouncement today when he sald that.,»
two more vice-presidents will- be added ,g{i
to the list of officers. A special meeting .
to pass on this amendment to the con-
stitution and one other change has been: ;'
called for March 17 when the nominat- ,q;’i

%

5 g e

ing committee to select the slate of of-.}
ficers for the' coming year will algo be .}

chosen. ¢ X 5 “
The third and fourth vice-president ‘%
clause has been adopted by the Council
and will be submitted to the member- .
ship for adoption at the March meeting.
The other is-an addition to the con-
stitution preamble which shall add -this
phrase: “Including - motion pictures
whether talking or sllent, radlo and tele- ,
viston.” ] . TR
There {8 no immediate pl‘n under @
way to organize the radlo or televisign
fleld, Gillmore sald. The proposed addi- ¥
_tion s designed to give the organization %,
a wider scope,-he sald, as It has been -
‘charged that Equity’s province is too
confined and its only interest the legiti-
Gillmore ddded that this ™%
icannot be true with its members, cq'n_-:g
. stantly going to other flelds for employ-'4}

o

- ment and other fields seeking legitimate

theater people for engagements. ]
. The tent and rep. vice-president will’y
be selected from that branch of enter-
tainment and will be & well-known man
or woman in the fleld. If possible, ,Glll‘-“ﬁ
more sald, the committee will be -s,up-&k“
v x(Sce TENT-REP. on pege 89) '3 ,.q'
N LR

Another Move |

g & e
To 'S Fo :
<
0 dave Iox g
NEW YORK, Feb. 24..—Declaring .t!
.the muddle--of Willlam Fox's tinanct; e
affairs 15 .purely a battle fbetween th&i
.fllm_ organization’s president and hidz
former bankers, Morton F, Stern, of J. 8§
_Bache, & Company, has sent a letter to,
‘the 9,100 Class A stockholders of Fox
urging them not to neglect casting thefy 3
'vote at the stockholders’ meeting sbt)
for March. 5. Stern and the entire comw
mittee, which includes the name of Rep
- Tesentative James’ M. Beck, formerg}s
‘Solicitor General. of the, United Stateij‘.‘-
are determined to save Fox from re-
ceivership, saccording to a statement+,
made today by Emory R. Buckner, at-i}
torney for the Fox Film stockholders:
The. committee claims that a recelver-j
ship might mean a total loss of Invest-lé
K]

41X

ments. The committee - favorg .the
Bancamerica - Blair - Lehman  Brothers- .J
Dillon, Read & Company financing plan
as the only practical one so far pre-
sented. :

)

File Claims for Salaries
NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Sixteen players
of the Out of a Blue Sky Company;to-
day filed claims for one week’'s salary
-agalnst the management.®” The play"
.closed here Saturday without paying they
cast.' The production was.presented by
. Tom Van Dycke.. Another officer of the
company 18 Hatry Gretske. - 4

o
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'J.J. Remains Shubert Officer;

‘Ousting Report Now Denied

. him the > manuscript of another of his

Broadway insists he is paid employee of corﬁoration—-

Jinancial report lists him as

.director and vice-presidentmm

office scoffs at rumor—musicals are pending

- ®: A
NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—J. J. S8hubert has not been ousted from the Shubert

Theater Corporation nor
Menled at the Shubert office here, and a

any of its subsidiary compantes,

The report has been

late financial report still finds J. J. lsted

'as. a member of the board of directors and vice-president of the corporation.

‘Broadway, however, persists in its contenti

was dumped out of the company after
2 dispute between he, Lee Shubert and
Willlam Klein, secretary and counsel”of
the compahy. This t00 is denled at the
office. ¢

Altho the S8hubert office will not take
notice of the-:report, Broadway, gnd not
‘the ordinary gossips but men of stand-
ing and’ responsibility, insists that the
extent of J. J.’s assoclation with the com-
-pany is that of a paid émployee. Others
-of equal importance along the stteet dls-
chédit ‘the-report, and cite the success of
the’revivals at thé Jolson Theater, and
insist that: J: J, since he has always
handled the ‘musical shows, is une
doubtedly responsible for this success.

It has been reported at times also that
»the company, because of its tre-
mendous financial loss during the last
year, is facing bankruptey. . Traced ‘down
these appear to be but rumors because
of the'successes the company s now en-«
Joying. In addition to-the Jolson suc-'
cess, the road tour of Etlel. Barrymore
is .pointed.,out, and two local dramatic,
Butcesses, Death. Tekes & Holiday and'
Topaze. . o

The réturns from these enterprises it
is said will nearly cover:other losses dur-
ing the last season. The soundness of

the organization is founded on this re-~

port,’in addition to a financial report.
0n the other hand the real estate com-
;pany_has suffered considerably from dark,
;theaters, and efforts are being made to
qan off some of the houses. Jed Harris
‘has already taken over thelease on_the

‘Morosco ,Thedter, commencing In Sep- ™

eiber, for the balance of the term held
by-the Shubert Theater Corporation, and
sublets of other houses are'said fo be in
the wind. . 0 % 2

. Anr effort get a verification or. a
dential of the reported retirement of J. J.
from the Shubert office by The_Billboard .
was‘repulsed and the report-discredited.
E'J,. V. is the younger of the twd brothers,
nd ‘for several years has handled the
production of musical attractions. ,

" About 10 weeks ago he made a hurried-,

trip to EBurope. "A few days afterward,_
came the, report of the. suspension+of
proposed, ‘musical plans until February.
In the meantime, soon after the younger
brothetl returned frém Europe, the dam-

aging financial-report was made public.’

Sixce J. J’s return nothing has been
iofie about the Greenwich Village Follies,
tor . whi many people had been en-
daged. . e .report existing now, with-
>4t affirmation, 1s that the season for
the Bhuberts will end with a stupendous
mysical, in which all of their contract

will .appear. - .

ey ————
A e 9
Third Time May Be €harm
3 13
gzw YORK, Feb. 24.-—Garret Fort's
niich sold and unsold play Armistice is
10w the property of A. H. Woods, who
vill produce it next fall. ‘The play wes
irst known .28 /4:Lady Descends and wasa
ried out by Crosby Gaige. It was.later
eported to. be™scheduled as the initial

rroduction of the/new firm of Lohmuller
¥ Emery. - g e
, i g

L

on that the younger of the brothers

>

Osca_r, Shaw Again on B’way

NEW YORK, Feb. 22.—Oscar Shaw,
who ‘has been, devoting his talents to
the talking pictures, has heen signed
George White to play the Juvenile lead
,in his new musical show, Flying High.

. Shaw wes last seen here in company
with Mary Eaton 4in. The Five .o0'Clock
Girl. The George White musical comedy
1s scheduled for Broadway on the night
of° March 8. 5 .

Flying High has been rewritten and
generally changed around for ‘presenta-
tioh here. ¥

'French Playwright Coming

. NEW YORK, Feb. 2¢4.—Marcel Pagnol,
.author of Topaze, which was brought to
this country by Lee Shubert, will leave
for' America shortly it was learned to-
day. Pagnol, one of the most successful
Parisian playwrights, is bringing with

plays, Jazz, which was a success in “Eu-

rope. Topuze 1s sald to have -played
‘more than 700 pérformances ‘in Paris.

Talkies Want Prison Pléy-

NEW YORK, Feb, 22.—Two film com- °

panies reported to have been engaged in
making a picture with a prison locale
have been reported as negotiating with
Herman: Shumlin, producer of The Last
Mile, for the rights to his show which
has been nominated a hit. It is said
that whichever film company, “obtalng
the rights to the John Wexley play will
abandon. previously made plans for a
prison ‘picture and concentrate on mak-
ing a superspeciel of The Last Mile.

by, Bromfield Novel Dramatized

NEW YORK., -Feb, 22.—Willlam Keigh-
ley, who ‘is asgociated with Willlam P.
Tanner in the production of Marie
Baumer's Penny Arcade, is working on a
dramatization of Louis Bromfield's latest
nudvel, Shattered Glass. Keighley plans
¢o follow the production of the Baumer
play - with his dramatigation of the
Bromtield: novel. I ' )

)
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and need not reflect- the policies

- -From Out Frons
W By CHARLES MORAN' .

 NOTE—The opinions stated tn this column ave those of thé writér
of The ‘Billboard, which. are expressed

»

’

" g K

on the editorial page —~ED.

EVFRY-"gnge in“so often”
light By declaring the sh

and must go. - Sometimes this

would be a great

vegetables far from Broadway.
nually complain against them.
recognized leaders in legitimate-t
their own mongy.

< backers,

QOccasfonally, tho, a shboestringer,

poor, suffers because he does not have the fult control -of thet money put

advantage to the theater
1 But there are other s
dqsarve just- as much chance as the manager or managers who an-

On Broadway there are very few
2 heater p
Some“lyave been fortunate

5"—produ'cer of merit jumps into- the lime-
oe-string manager is ki

lling the theater

1 could name a few who
if theﬁ were peddling -

oestringers who

is true.

roduction who-started with
in the selection of

whose selection of a backer hus been

' vintd the production. The backer, who in most cases knows nothing., ajout

the theater, will not accept the opinion

-7 shoestringer whose name is on the

- last -week when a young man with a

of spectalists, and the unforiunate . -
production suffers. This happened -
wide. knowledge of the.theater pre-

gented ashow done by ¢ mazn of ability afid acted by a superd cast. The

show was panned and the young man
. Stead of going out gracefully, tried
<
~left after the production. And yet
¢ . Woods has done five or
', the chin and said nothing, °

So the youny man’'s reputation has b,
siz times this

advised closing it, but nis backer, in.
0 take things inio his own hands.
en injured and there i3 & bad taste
this young man did only what Al
seasorn, only Woods has tgken it on

approaching.
& matter of fact, and Broadway
.- be named.
10 years has meant much
But this séason ‘is a puzzie.

g . This price cutting that has hit
by the managers in ages.
at its face value,

 manager, the play and the players will be 31
longer runs, likely as not betier plays, and certainly longer engagements

for the ucto'rs_.

For one, I am wholly in favér
practiced with good judgment, the
*  will indeed become healthier.
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If only they will continue to sell amusement
and be satisfied with a

. AN "'h‘ o J
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-~ 7 The ddte for the closing of competition for the Pulitzer award is fast
Before this issue 1s out the competition will have closed as '
is still wondering what play, if any, will '
That Pulitzer banner that has waved over shows ~these lest
to the business of many declining productions.
\ Adhering. strictly to the rules set down by
Joseph Pulitzer, there has been no play this yedr that iz both conforming
and a good play. So with two prison plays,
presented during the year, Broadway 18 now wondering what the committee
will ha\(e to say when the competitors are narrowed down to two.

the best American dramas

Broadway is the most sensible move

smaller margin of profit, the
benefited. For this would mean

) &Ehan R
of cheaper ‘theater' tickets. And ‘#
cut rates Wil go -and the thea;tar i

.
*
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Eqi;ity Order
Investigation

Council instructs Chicago*
office to report on “‘rack.
" eteering’’-—wants evidence

NEW YORK; Feb..22.—Actors’ Equity. . -
Association by action-of the Council has =~
taken cognizance of the reported racke-
teering among professional people in
Chicago. Frank Dare, Equity represent.
ative in Chicago, has been instructed to
sponsdr an investigation among perform-
ers in the Windy City and report the
findings to the Council! - ..

Frank Gillmore. president of Equity,
sald the Council does not know that™
anything can be done about the' alleged™ "

. “shake-down’ racket that is being prac- °
- ticed there, but He said at least it could .

be brought to the astention of the po- -~
lice in a more tangible manner than the”
news stories that have emanated from "~
the Middle West. N L. -
The report of this racketeering prac- """
tice has been going on for some time. -
It is said that the actor is -paid a/call in
thé room where ‘he is lodging usu- -
ally, and solicited for a ‘donation to a
benefit fund that does not exist, or for™
tickets to an affair that will névei come ~
off. The opportunity of paying and Nking "'
it is given the performer, or else the con-. :
sequences. To date no one hag dared the
consequences except Francine Larrimore. “:*
Several timea the schemers have’ been
outwitted by quick-thinking performers,
but the -alleged ‘pillaging among the . .
actors continues, it is reported with songe "~
authority. , : ~
Equity plans to conduet an exhaustive
investigation, and 1if reports coming-
from Chicago of these practices are true,
the Council will then take -steps to the
Umit to put a stop to the racketeering.
The action was taken at the last meeting

 of the Council, and according to reports

of the meeting .the memhers who at-

" tended each had a tale of the holdup

of one or another professional. When ..
the Investigation is complete, Equity will .
then decide the extent of the action it

4

. can demand. - , . :

Books Prison Play on Road

' NEW YORK, Feb. 23.—Willlam Harrls, -
Jr., will send The Criminal Code on tour .
ghortly after March 1, it was learned
today. The cast scheduled for the road —-
1s the same used in the Broadway pro-
duction, with Arthur Byron in the lead-
ing role. Following' a two weeks’ stay “«
in Philadelphia the play will be. seen
in Boston, Washington, Detroit, Pitts-
burgh -and Chicago. Upon the con-
cluston of the Eastern road engagement
the majority of the cast wiil depart for
San Francisco, where the, play is sched- __
uled for Pacific Coast production' in
June.
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ash for the condition.

within the range of the talking picture.
hut not the “in the flesh” amusement.
At this time, according to Gillmore,
pproxlmat.ely 1,000 Equity members
now without employment than

on. Peculiarly,
emergency fund of Equity has®been little
sfected by this increase. He also said
that the unemployment in New York is
not much worse than it was last year,
altho he did admit that engagements
pecause of the high mortality rate among
legit. productions this séason have been
considerably shortened.

The smaller part actor unable to find
employment is working i other flelds,
Gillmore said. Any number of actors
both here and out of town have sought
employment other than in the amuse-
ment fields, he said.

The stock market crash abetted by
talking pictures - has precipitated the
present condition because obviously un-
employment in many industries has re-
sults with the general lack of money
that has cut down the amount of money
patrons are now paying for amusement,
Gillmore explained. Thus the talking
picture fills the bill of the people who
would otherwise be Interested in legit.
asttractions but who cannot because of
the high prices.

Glllmore ¥was loud in his praise of
Kenneth MacGowan and Lee Shubert for

earer a competing figure with picture
prices. He added that it must continue
and spread thruout the legitimate thea-
er and said the manager with foresight
and vision 1s doing it now.

Gillmore suggested a campalgn by the
managers to put tickets within reach of
the ordinary wage earner and is con-
fident that if it is done the result in the
number of patrons and the returns in
money will be marked.

Imbrie Guarantees “Jonica

NEW YORK, Feb. 22.—Willlam B.
TFriedlander is”golng to produce a musl«
cal version of Dorothy Hayward’s book
which will be called Jonice. Moss Hart,
young playwright, whose first work lIs
now belg rewritten by himself, aided by
George S. Kaufman's suggestions, is work-
ing on the djalog. James Imbrle, of
Imbrie & Company, has posted an
38,000 guarantee with Actors’ Equity As-
sociation to cover the employment of
actors. Preparations for a spring open-
{ng are under way,

7 TONGACRE

COLD
CREAM

In making up, well trained
professionals like the easy-to-
get-at container of LONGACRE
Theatrical COLD CREAM be-
cause it is so handy to plunge the fin-
ger tips of' both hands into the unob-
its fragrant,
soothing coolness to ace,-neck and
shoulders. to the hands., wrists &nd
arms. Thousands of entertainers have
done this sutomatically since the gay
nineties. After "work’ LONGACRE
is used just as freely to speedily re-
move make-up and seems to take nerve
strain away along with skin irritations
and leave the entire system mentally
and physicelly refreshed as well 2s
complexion. Does not clog the pores or

grow hair. Half Pounds, 60c¢; Pounds,
$1.00. rough your dealer or direct.
Postage FREE. Write NOW to

LONGACRE TOLD CREAM CO-
210 East 125th St., New York

bringing their prices down to something -

NEW YORK, Feb. 22 —Unemployment in the legftima;e theater is admittedly
now than it was a year ago. Frank Gillmore, president of the Actors’ Equity
today blamed the cheaper talking picture and the stock market
Legitimate theater ticket prices must come down, Gill-
more sald, in order to win back the audiences whose limit for entertalnment is

Imagine/His Embarrassment!
Message Proves Not So Good

NEW YORK, Fgb. 24.—"A message
from Mr. Ziegfeld for Mr. Bolton;"
announced Guy Bolton’s servant on
the morning of the opéning date of
Simple Simon, the Zlegfeld show, with
book .supplied by Bolton and Ed
Wynn.

“Come right in,” answered Bolton.
The page entered and handed Bolton
& bound paper which resembled 2
manuscript and was duly thanked by
Bolton and bowed out. Bolton dis-
_covered the message was no other
‘“han Robert Geddes’ notice of ap-
plication for judgment against him.

Geddes, who also is an English-
man, won a verdict against the
librettist some weeks ago for $2,800.

Neighborhobd Players Give
Indifferent “Arty”> Program

NEW YORK., Feb. 21.—At Mecca Audi-
torlum the Neighborhood Playhouse
group last night presented a company
of dancers under the direction of Irene
Lewisohn, and the Cleveland Orchestra
conducted by Nikolai Sokoloff, with
Harold Bauer as assisting artist at the
piano. The entertainment was dn-
nounced as a program of symphonic
music with stage and orchestra.

The opening number, and perhaps the
most impressive, was 4 Pagan Poem, a
love incantation superbly played by
trumpets and piano. The score by
Loetfler was interpreted with grace and
feeling by the picturesque dancing of
Martha Graham and Charles Weidman
assisted by Blanche Talmud, Rose
Cohen, Betty MacDonald, Kitty Reese,
Bessle Shoenberg, Aunna Sokolow and
Joane Woodruff. The dance interpreted
in terms of rhythmic dance patterns the
conflict between man’'s physical and
spiritual aspects, and ended in a weld-~
ing of the two portrayed in terms of
form and movement with the orchestra
supplylng the tone climax.  This par-
ticular dance was strangely effective and
was alded by the fact that the dancers
performed on a serles of steps built In
the form of & geometrical shrine.

The second nunber was a symphonio
poem, Rabaud's La Procession Nocturne,
based ox the Faust of Nicolaus Lenau.
The stage interpretation of the music
relied on pantomime rather than dance
and typified the eternal battle of man’s
struggle between mortallty and spirit-
uality. This number revealed clearly
that 2 musical composition need not be
interpreted 1n other than its own terms.

The third and final number, Werner
Janssen's New Year's Eve in New York,
also g symphonic poem, lmpresses one
as having far less originality than Ger-
shwin’s less symphonic and less classical
Rhapsody in Blue. Perhaps the music,
if unhampered by a stage interpretation,
might be more impressive. With a dance
portrayal going on here and there about
the stage and on an elevated platform
that appeared quie unstationary, it
became quite an effort to reconcile two
separate arts that seemed in direct con-
flict rather than in the intended unison.
It revealed =a clty street filled with
people, that is about a dozen people. A
spotlight Illumined a female figure in
a skyscraper. She appeared to be throb-
bing with the rhythm of the city. Lights
appeared at the sides of the stage re-
vealing some excellent jazz-dance in-
terpretations by Blanche Talmud, Ben-
jamin Zemach, Lilly Lubell and Sally
Sloan. Except for the Jazz-dance
interpretations the entire proceed-
ings appeared to be quite superfluous
and one wished the orchestra had been

-
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nemployment on Increase;

jﬁh Ticket Prices Blamed

1,000 more performers idle now than there were last
year, says Gillmore—urges. price cutting to put legit.
on competitive basis with cheaper “talkies’

MARSHALL, who in
private life is Mrs. Lawrence Leng~
ner, wife of the Theater Guild di-
rector, emerged last week on Broed-
way as the leading woman in Philip
Dunning’s first production, “Those We
Love”, from the collaborating pens
of George Abbott and S. K. Lauren.
Miss Marshall for several years has
confined her lhistrionic abilities to
the productions of the Guild. Among
her  assignments were roles in
“Man’s Estate”, “Right You Are if
You Think You Are” and “Proces-
sional”, The Dunning role is her
first leaading part in @ Broadway
production.

ARMINA

Pereunial Mystery Play,
‘Dracula’, Booked 41 Weeks

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—Dracula, the
vampire mysteryl play sponsored by
Horace Liveright, Is scheduled to add a
41 week's tour to its present record of
three solid years of engagements. The
road company is now concluding an en-
gagement In Philadelphia, and is sched-
uled to play Atlantic City, Flatbush and
Jackson Helghts, Syracuse: Hamilton,
Ont.; London, Ont.; Port Huron, Flint,
Lansing. Jackson, Battle Creek, Mil-
waukee, Kansas Ctity, Des Moines, Cin-
cinnati, Detroit, Newark and finishing
the season in Boston about the middle
of June.

Start Rehearsals on New One

NEW YORK. Feb. 2¢.—Rehearsals on
James W. Garside 2d's production of
‘The Rap are scheduled to begin March
3. The play Is the work of Edmund F.
McDonald and S. Stanley Whitman and
will be directed by Herschel Mayall. The
cast Includd®s - Percy Seamon, . Pearl
Ramoy, Reed Taylor and Eddie Cole-
‘brook.

Broadway Engagements

Willard Robertson, Hobart Cavanaugl,
Eduardo Ciannelll, Walter Glass, Viola
Frayne and Mary Howard for This Man’s
Town (George Jessel).

Murray Kinnell for Elizabeil and Es-
scz (Willlam P. Tanner).

Martha Lorber. Harry Puck, Gene
Dobbs andl Natalie and Bcttina Hall for
Three Poor Little Girls (Shuberts).

Olga Steck. Greek Evans and William
Danforth for Serenade (Shuberts).

Glenda Farrell and George Brent for
Love, Honor and Betray (A. H- Woods).

Eliot Cabot, Alexander Kirkland and
Hortense Alden for A Month in -the
Country (Theater Guild).

Chrystal Herne for Mayfair (Richard
Herndon).

Arthur Sinclair, Walter Connolly and

‘Ralph Cullinan for Mr. Gilhooley (Jed

Harris).

allowed to play Werner Janssen's coms=
position and have done with it.
Certainly Miss Irene Lewisohn deserves
credit for having attempted to bring
about a blending of music and dancing.
but it is obvious that she Intended to
bring about some new dimension in the
art of drama, a sort of chemicalization

whereby music plus dancing equals
drama. The obvious answer Is tBat 1t
equals nothing of the sort.

CHARLES CROUCH.
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Prices To Cut
Into “Talkies”

Lohmuller & Emery to
compete for picture audi-
ences—after Fay Bainter

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—The recently
formed theatrical producing firm of
Lohmuller & Emery is incorporated for
$150,000 to produce legitimate plays on
Broaway for a $2.50 top. Today they
entered Into negotiations with Fay
Bainter to play the lead in thelr first
production, Virfue's Bed, a play by Cour-
tenay Savage. Whether Miss Bainter has
signed for the part could not be learned,
but It is known that the Lolmguller-
Emery combine has made her an offer
sald to be attractive financially. Loh-
muller-Emery combine has made her an
offer sald to be attractive financially.

Lohmuller & Emery started the re-
‘cent price-cutting slide in an effort on
the part of theatrical producers to get
back audiences that have gone over to
the talking pictures because of the high
price of theater tickets. Thelr an-
nouncement that they would have &
$2.50 top on all slx attractions they plan
to bring to Broadway this year was fol-
lowed by the recent prige cut indulged
in by Zlegfeld and the Bhuberts.

The Shuberts cut the price of tickets
to their drametic attractions down to
a $3 top, but this is only in effect on
weck nights, the Saturday night audi-
ences paying the regular $4.40 for the
privilege of going to the theater on a
night when any reasonably good show
is certaln to do business.

Ziegfeld cut his price to a 85 top for
the Ed Wynn show Simple Simon, but
it remalns to be seen what his top
price w#l be when he brings the Marilyn
Miller«-Fred and Adele Astaire show
Tem, Diek and Harry to town.

The Lohmuller & Emery venture ap-
pears to be in a class all 1ts own. The
producers admit that they will cater to
a certain type of audience that ls easy
to satisfy. Lohmuller says that a vast
andlence has been lured over to the
talkles because. of high prices in the
legitimate theater, and that these audi-
ences are caslly satisfled else they could
never sit thru half the pictures which
do big business at the box office. It
fa the Intent of Lohmuller & Emery's
firnf to produce a certain type of play
tbat will appeal to a certain class of
New York theatergoers. Lohmuller de-
clares that these audiences cannot af-
ford to pay high -prices. and also do not
demand the quality of entertainment re-
quired by an audience that can pay any-
where from $6.50 up for a theater ticket.

Prior to his association in the present
theatrical enterprise Bernard Lohmuller
was associated with the production of

Woof-Woof, which is reported to have
dropped some $60,000. He was formerly
with Earl Carroll.

Curtis W. Emery has candy conces-
slons In various theaters which have
amassed a fortune for him. .

Both Lohmuller and Emery expressed
the bellef that the present decline of the
legitimate theater is due chiefly to high
prices and that once the price of theater
is brought within reach of the mafority,
the legitimate theater will become the
dominating factor of the amusement
fleld.

They are reporfed to have the co-
operation of the Shuberts, who will be-
come assoclated with them in the matter
of theaters to house Lohmuller & Emery
attractions, altho it is said that Lee
Shubert advised them to keep the price
up on Saturday nights wben business .is
bound to be good anyway.

Their tirst production, Virtue's Bed, a
comedy, was flrst sold to A. H. Woods.
who decided to abandon its production.
The Shuberts tried to buy the play
shortly after it was bought by Lohmuller
& Emery.

HELENE M. C. HASKIN, 18-year-old
socialite, ts in the chorus of Fred Stone’s
show, Ripples.

WANTED - 7,

A-1 Singing and Dancing Team, or Singles. FPlay
Parts. Year's work. WILLIAM NELSON. 226 West
50th Bt., New York City.

GEORGE JULIAN HOUTAIN,
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR-AT-LAW,
Offices Now Located at
1457 Broadway, at.42d Street, New York.
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kRuth Selwyn
Beats Etting

Producer awarded = AAA
verdict~—MPA is to pay
“9:15 Revue salaries

NEW YORK, Feb. 24-—Mrs. Ruth
Belwyn, wife of Edgar Selwyn, who spon-

sored the ill-fated 9:15 Revue, has
emerged from her reccnt theatrical
isaster. Ruth Etting's clalm against

Mrs. Selwyn for five weeks’ salary has
been denied by a board of the American
Arbitration Association, and $9,000 in
salariegdue principals of the 9:15 Revue
is to be paid by the Managers® Protective
Association. which recently elected Mrs.
Selwyn a member.

Mies - Btting’s claim against the pio-
ducer grew out of the postponements of
the revue, and she sued on an added
clause in her contract that a definite
opening date had been set for some time
in December.

An agreement between the Managers’
Protective Association and the Actors’
Equity is in effect that an added clause
to a run-of-the-play contract, or
standard minimum contract, cannot be
violated if approved by Equity. Mrs.
Selwyn said that Miss Etting had agreed
to a postponement and that in return
she had granted her permission to do
radio and vaudeville work.

Following the close of the 9:15 Revue,
which lasted only seven performances on
Broadway, Miss Etting went into Zieg-
Isld’s production Simple Simon.

The board of arbiters who supported
Mrs. Selwyn included Michael Cahill,
vice-president of the Plaza Trust Com-
pany; Whittaker Ray, appolnted by Mrs.
Selwyn, and Abe Lastvogel, appointed by
Actors’ Equity.

Miss Etting, prior to lodging her claim
against Mrs. Selwyn, was reported dis-
satisfied with her assignments in the
revue, and that the producer had failed
to five up to verbal agreements made
when the singer left the cast of Whoopee
to join the BSelwyn show.

Chrystal Herne in New Play

NEW YORK, Feb. 22-—Richard Hern-
den will return to the theatrical pro-
ducer’'s fold with a production of Lau-
rence Eyre's play. Mayfair, which will
feature Chrystal Herne, who appeared
last on Broadway about a year ago in
The Grey For. Herndon has taken over
the management of the Gallo Theater,
which has bgen rechristened The New
Yorker, and will bring Meayfair into the
house early in March. Laurence Eyre is
glso the author of Cale Night. which
opens next Wednesday at the Erlanger
Theater. Michael Arlen, author of The
Green Fat, used the title Mayfair for a
book of short stories written some years
ago. Herndon is arranging some claim
standing against him.

Claims Up for Arbitration

NEW YORK. Feb. 24.—Appeals sched-
uled to come before the American Board
of Arbitrations this week are: Edward
Wever's clalm against Myron C. Fagan,
producer of Nancy’s Private Affair, for
salary. Anna Apple vs. H. 8. Kraft. Miss
[Apple claims one week’s salary under &
run-of-the-play contract last season in
Poppa.

IDA MUELLE recently appeared in a
sketch, Miss Mowcher, adapted by Frank
Allen, at the Episcopal Actors’ Guild.

LUMINOUS LIGHT
EFFECTS

" With ©. V. Colors and Invisible Light.

A.STROBL.

58 West 50th Street, Dept. B. NEW YORK.
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ANDREW TOMBES, who abetted

the  comedy of Will Rogers when
that sterling trouper did his pinch-

,~hitting - stunt for Fred Stone in
“Three Cheers”, is now fulfilling the
engagement for which Charles Dil-
lingahm engaged him nearly two years
ago, viz.: playing to the comedy of
Fred Stone. Tombes is now doing
Just that with Stone, who returned to
Broadway with “Ripples”. Tombes
has appeared in many Dillingham
and Ziegfeld productions end is one
of the leading comics in show busi-
ness.

Mrs. Fiske in Sheridan Play

NEW YORK, Feb. 22.—Mrs. Fiske, who
is currently ‘appearing in 7f's ¢ Grand
Life, which is scheduled to close soon,
will next appear in a revival of Sheri-
dan’s The Rivals. 'This will be Mrs.
Fiske's third play on Broadway this sea-
son under the management of A. L.
Erlanger and George C. Tyler. The sup-
porting cast for The Rivals will include
Rollo Peters, Pedro de - Cordoba, Fiske
O'Hara; James T. Powers, John Craig,
Percival 'Vivian, George Tawde, Margery
Maude, Edward Powell, Betty Linley and
Georgette Cohan.

Golden Planning Two

NEW YORXK. Teb. 22.—Despite the fact
that John Golden is withdrawing Joseph,
the Bertram Bloch play starring George
Jessel, which "is an acknowledged fiop
despite fair newspaper notices. the pro-
ducer, who is at present in Palm Beach,
remains active on Broadway. With a
controlling interest in the 8. ¥X. Lauren-
George Abbott play, Those We Love, cur-
rently playing at the John Golden The-
ater, Golden plans to remain in Palm
Beach for a few weeks prior to beginning
production on Between the Two, a play
by Geoffrey Kerr. Golden is also collab-
orating with Hugh S. Stange on the re-
vision ok After Tomorrow, which is said
to require a deal of rewriting before it
can be put into production.

Episcopal Actors’ Meeting

NEW YORK, Feb. 24 —The Episcopal
Actors] Guild of America will meet to-
morro afternoon at the Broadhurst
Theater to €lect officers for the coming
year. The organization, of which George
Arliss is president, will be addressed by
the Very Rev. H. Erskine Hill. D. D,
Provost of Aberdeen Oathedral, Scotland.

Sunday Nite Group Casting Play

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—Myron E. Satt-
ler, director of the Sunday Nite Little
Theater, is reported to be looking for
players to join the cast of a three-act
play to feature Myrtle E. Theobald. Last
season the Sunday Nite group presented
the first American production of Strind-
berg’s There Are Crimes and Crimes.

Green Play Off;
2

Aid Wit '
id Withdrawn

NEW YORK, Feb. 24-—Production has

been suspended on Treed the Green
Grass, by Paul Green. author of the
Pulitzer Prize play, In Abraham’s Bosom.
This decision followed fthe return from
Florida of a wealthy patron of the arts
who viewed the play and announced
that it was unstable as a commercial
venture and withdrew his support.
" The play was scheduléd to open this
weék at the Belmont Theater until wWil-
liam Blake. the producer, notified the
Actors’ Equity Assoclation that produc-
tion had heen suspended and asked for
an extension of at least two weeks. The
actors have already rehearsed four weeks
and are all on walvers.

The production, which was originally
slated for the MacDougall Street Play-
house, may be shifted back to that house
when activity is resumed. Otto Kahn
has backed one or two ventures of the
MacDougall Street group this season.

Eddie Dowling Negotiating
Extended Australian Tour

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Eidie Dowling,
musical comedy star, is reported In nego-
tiations with Willlamson & Tate, Aus-
tralian impresarios, who wish to secure
the rights of his three musical comedy
successes. They are Sally, Irene and
Mary; Honeymoon Lane and Sitreets of
New York. 1If favorable arrangements
arg made Dowling will play the lead in
each of the three productions which wilt
be dispatched on an extended tour of
the Antipodes. Dowling played the lead-
ing roles on Broadwey, but of late has
devoted some time to talking pictures.

LEGIT. NOTES

ALBERTO CASCELIA, authot of Death
Takes e Holiday, who resides in an old
castle near Genoa, Italy, 1s sald to be
engaged in writing a new play which will
be produced on Broadway in the fall.

CLEVE MOQRE. brother of Colleen
Moore, who played the lead on the Coast
in This Is College, by Madeline Black-
more and Charles Crouch, has been
signed by Sam Harris for the Chicago
company of June Moon.

EUROPEAN THEATERGOERS will
soon witness the classical dramas of old
Japan. A company of 20, headed by
Ennosuke Ichikawa, has embarked upon
a tour of the principal European cities
and its plans include an engagement in
the United States.

EMPLOYMENT:

(Continued jrom page 3)
of the Immigration Law would do much,
t0 improve the present unemployment
situation and would in no way affect
the entrance into this country of artists
of established reputation who come
here to fill engagements.

Asked about the effect of synchron-
ized motion pictures and the radio upon
music generally, Webber said that he
belleves we are rapidly becoming a na-
tion of listeners and that the art of
music must stimulate and encourage
young musicians to study. This, he be-
lieves,, would prevent a narrowing down
of mﬁslc generally. He believes that
the general resorting to mechanical
music will bring standardization and
fewer musicians, and that it is not good
for an art to be dependent upon small
numbers of artists.

Speaking of salaries, Webber stated
that mechanical reproduction had en-
abled many musicians to command
fabulous sums, but that this could not
remedy the loss of work suffered by
thousands of musiclans thruout the
country following the introduction of
synchronization into the moving picture
houses.

Salaries O. K. for Play

NEW YORK, Feb. 24, —Wiiliam Ry,
has guaranteed the salaries of actory
connected with Mark Linder's Producti

of Room 349. The play, which wag wr%
ten by Linder, is a melodrams saiq to
be based upon the murder of Arnolg
Rothstein. Inez Norton is to be Starreq §
in the play, which{ ts now in rehearsa)

l London Cables

LONDON, Feb. 22. — Howard, Harger
and Naldi's sensational dancing was the
higch spot In Here Comes the Bride
which was presented at the Piccadilly
Theater Thursday by Julian Wylie. This
musical show ‘got an enthusiastic recep.
tion, the music by Arthur Schwartz he. §
ing tuneful and catchy, and the dancing
and comedy work good. Jean Colin
Vera Bryer, Clifford Mollison and Eqg.
mund Gwenn are starred.

Toto and Company, toplining at the
Palladium' Monday on their first English
appearance here, scored the hit of the
show. Which justifies the importation

Zaidee Jackson' made her Londoy
debut at Ehe Coliseum Monday, her
artistic  singing winning her a great
reception.

Dorg Maughan has canceled her sail.
ing date for *‘America owing to big offers
here covering & period of three monthg,
Walter Fehl and Murray ZLeslle algo
remain.

Frances Day had & great personal suc.
cess at her opeping performance in the
Cabaret Hotel Splendid.

Arrivals this week include Joe Hay-
men, from Hollywood; Grace Edwards,
for a vaudeville season. Sailings include
Patti Moone and Sammy Lewis.

.
Broadway Openings |
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 24

The Apple Cart, a political extrava.
ganza by George Bernard Shaw., Pre-
sented by the ,Theater Guild at the
Martin Beck eater.

The International Revue, by Nat N
Dorfman ahd Lew Leslie; music and
lyrics by Dorothy Fields and Jimmy
McHugh; featuring Harry Richman, Ger-
trude Lawrence, Moss and Fontanna and
others. Presented by Lew Leslie at the
Majestic Theater.

Gala Night, a comedy by Laurence
Eyre. Featurtng James Rennie and
Veverly Bayne. Presented by Hunter
Williams at Erlanger’s Theater.

The Green Pastures, a play by Mare
Connelly, - featuring Daniel T. Haynes
and an all-Negro "cast. Presented by |
Laurence Rivers at the Mansfield Thea«
ter.

The Sea Gull, a revival of the Anton
Tchekov -play. Presented by the Leo
Bulgakov Theater Associates at the
Waldorf Theater.

The Round Table, a play by Lennox
Robinson, featuring Margaret Wycherly. |
Presented by Randolph Somerville at
the Gansevoort Theater.

CLOSINGS
Joseph closed Saturday, February 22
after 18 performances: General John
Regan, after 28 performances; Josef Suss, |
after 40 performances, and Out of a Blue
Sky, after 17 performances.

GUY BOLTON, playwright, has sailed
for London aboard the S. S. Majestic.
Also aboard were Dennis King and Tom
Moore,

1G8 AND TOUPEES FOE MEN. Bobbed Wigs | -
w £ Natural as ymr own :Izra

or Women.
C. ' WALTER SOLOMON, West
Street. New York.

@ramattc c%rt

MERICAN ACADEMY
OF DRAMATIC ARTS

Founded 1884 by Frankln H, Sargent

he € institution for Di ic and
z ional Traini The‘l’-no(mction of the

.-sl"ll-

L | || | igeeom g 3
Spotlights. Floodlights. Color Wheels. Scenic Effects.
. Connectors. Plugging Boxes. Music Stands. Supplies

@ KLIEGL BROS

4 UniversaL ELECTRIC STAGE LIGHTING CO,ANG §

32) West 50th Streer
NEW YORK.N.Y.

g ""I|‘

-lll]h..s ..nll"

Academy furnishes the essentlal preparation for
Directing and Teaching as well as for Acting.
The training is educative and practical, de-
loping Poise, P lity an. ressional
Power, of value to those in professiol e
and to the layman.

Spring Term Begins April 1st
Calalog describing all Courses from the Secrelary

Room 145-C, , CARNEGIE HALL, New York
b OO AN DO |




; bR ) ;: A4 iikh,;. ;‘"’u N )
5 : , e :
BillBoard . March 1, 1930 7

[ g 5 .

- ¥ ~ o

-

d
-

b

~

 J “~ % . A
JOHN GOLDEN discard this reool};ectlon let it be :l?@c =X,
" g cent 1 tirst in mild tribute to Philip Barry that -

Beginning Wednesday Evening, Feb. ‘19, 1930 his play stands up well without the kind ‘:Lg

b

THOSE WE LOVE

play by George Abbott and 8. XK. Lauren.

Directed by George Abbott. . Setting by

Cirker and Robbins. Presented by Philip
punning. . B

lia Afken..... 0009000000004 Madsaleine King .

- Floise Hart: Nafalie Potter

..John Stoke:

valerle Parker.... ..Helen Flint
Frederick Willlston George Abbott
......... ercy Kilbride

Armina Marshall
..Edwin Phillips
...Josephine Bull
.Charles Waldron
.Blizabeth Taylor
G._Albert_Smith
Franklyn Fox
Daley ... oseph Crehan
.A Stranger J. Ascher Smith
.. The Action Takes Place in the Willistons®
Home in Westchester.: Y

- CT October Afternoon. ACT I
ACT TIT—A Few Day

Al
Two Months Later.
Later.

After a sojourn in the mozlon picture
tield George Abbott returned to Broad-
_way via Those We Love, In" which, ‘in-
cidentally, he acts in addition to being
coauthor and director. Those We Love

- 'is the most provocative marital tribula-

tion trifle that has made its appearance .

this season, AIlthd far from new.in any
department, it is thoroly entertaining.
Much of this 1s due to the natural
acting by a splendid cast. The peaople-
who walk thru this Those We Love are
human beings whose emotions are so
. well ‘expressed tliat .more than.once a
tear is wrung from the most callous of
playgoers. .
Abbott, even when he thought it
necessary to inject a.little comedy re-
liet that had no relation to the play, did
it with finesse.and supplied. a believable
scene between a8 mald.and a hired man
that for color has few equals now on
' Broadway. i
Dissatisfled with her marriage, Valerie
Parker becomes attached to Frederick
willlston, & writer, whose wife, Ma¥
Williston, is a music adaptor, Con-
vinced, tho, that Williston’s love for his
wife and son, Rickle, Is too much to
surmount, Mrs. Parker settles the lssue
by suggesting that the friendship be-
tween her and Williston will be platonic
in the future. Just before this event,

however, Mrs. Williston returns suddenly .

home to, discover the woman In the
house. She returns. to the village and
telephones Frederick, giving him ample
- time to get rid of the woman. Always
Frederick has told May everything. He
lles to her about this night and she
decldes to leave him. \,

Two months later Mrs. - Williston'
learns her error and returns to Fred-
erick, only to discover that what she
suspected on the first evening really oc-
curred the night before her return to
New York. By the employment of the
usual theatricals the action is stalled

" thru thé next act when Rickie, a play-
wright’s ideal child, struggling with the
problem that 1is bringing. “those he
loves!” apart, is the direct cause of the
firmer reconcillation. i

It 1s the same old ‘stuff and Abbott,
who with S. K. Lauren wrote this thing,
might have found time to put a little
more into the play than is therg how.
But even so 1t 1s not without its merits.
It tells a_rather simple story direct and

. well. . .

The machine-like direction of the
Abbott of Broadwey is entirely missing
here. It is a smooth, easy-running play
that 1s timed as perfectly as most
Abbott-directed plays are, and as in

+ most_other things he has attempted Ab-
bott hes.gone behind the motive, of the

... play and directed it objecttvely.

.. There 18 not one in this cast who

-can be criticlzed for thelr performance.
Even.the smaller parts carrled by Mada-
leine: King, Natalie Potter, John Stokes,
Percy Kilbride and Joseph Crehan are

- exceptionally well performed and well
cast. Helen Flint gives a superb per-
fofmance, and Armina Marshall, playing-

“her first leading role, proves .worthy .of
the assignment.” George Abbott does his
work with understanding that only a
- playwright could give to a play for
which he was partly responsible. Edwin
Phillips, as the son, is likely as not
in the most sympathetic child role that
has- been around here for many days.
He earns every ounce of sympathy he
gets by strict attention to his business.

hJ -

Flizabeth Taylor provides a’caricature
in the maid role, as does Jogeph Hull as
the sister of Mrs, Williston. Franklyn
Fox and' Charles Waldron prove them-,

& selves to be actors of the same type as
Abbott. They go behind .the written
.- word and feel what the role is, thus
their work creates an illusion.of reality.
Those We Love is neither the best nor

somewhat.

| THE NEW PLAYS ON BROADWAY |

the worst play that Broadway has seen
this season. For acting and direction
it is hard to equal. Story is another
matter. This one loses only because the
theme ig trite and stale and old, but i,
is told in & straightforward, likable
manner. -And so it is easy to say Those

We Love 'is a most pleasant evening in
HARL!

the theater. ES MORAN.

MARTIN BECK
Beginning Monday Evening, February 11

R. U. R.

revival of .the play by XKarel Capek.
English version by Paul Selver and Nigel
Playfair. Directed by Rouben Mamoulian.
Settings by Lee Simonson. Costumes by
Kate Drain Lawson. Presented by the
‘Theater Guild.

Harry Domin.,.eeoeeers
Sulla, a Robotess.

A

vves..Earle Larimore
herese Guerint

Marius, a Robot. .Louis Veda
Helena Glory .Bylvia Field
Dr. Gall.. Ty Mestayer.
Mr. -Fabry Frederick Roland
Dr. Hallemier ..Edgar Kent
Mr. ,Alquist... Greenstreet
Consul Busman. nry Traver

Nai resarsensies Helen Tilden
Radius, a_ Robot.. van Dekker
A Robot Servant ... Walter Coy

eorge Cotton
..Lucian_Scott
Helen Brown
Philip Foster

Second Robot ..
Helena, a Robot:
Primus, & Robot.

OTHER ROBOTS—Vincent Sherman, Nathan
Sherman, John C. Davis, alter Franklyn,
Harry Wise, Sydney Mansfield, Francis Ward,
Gervaise . Butler, Paul Yost, Alan Blaine,
Graham Dale, Thomas Mackey, Fred Deveau,
Donald Smith, Clifford Odets, Donn Sylvester.
John Henry and' Richard Frontz.

AGT I—Central Office of the Factory of
Rossum®s Universal Robots. ACT II—Helena's
Drawing Room, 9 o'Clock in the Morning.
Ten Years Later, ACT II—The Same,
Epilog—Alquist's Laboratory. One Year 'Later.

The current revival by the Theater
Gulld of Capek’s R. U. R. (Rossum's
Universal Robots) reveals an extremely
interesting production which shows
clearly the keen imagination of Rouben
Mamoulian as & director. Every ounce
of value contained in the fabulous melo-
drama by Capek has been clearly set
forth, and ‘in some instances enhanced
by Mamoulian, who has accorded the
play the finest direction imaginable.

In some Instances one senses a touch
of overplaying on the part of the actors,
a sort of bravado as-it were to cover up
their own disbellet in so fabulous
play. - A sort of general overacting to
emphasize the fact that the entire pro-
oeedings are known to be utterly unreal.
Perhaps this 1s the fault of Mamoulian,
or perhaps 1t 1s something which
emanates from within. the actors, and
almost in spite of themselves.

Nevertheless, there is some creditable
acting going on in R. U. R. There is the
splendid performance of Earle Larimore,
as Harry Domin, mansgger of the Robots.
The delightfully smooth Interpretation
of the role of Dr. Gall by Harry Mestayer
belittles praise itself: Albert van Dek-
ker gives an impressive performance as
Radius, a Robot. Helen Tilden con-
tributes- .an effective bit as Nana,
a servant. Sylvia Field appears
as Helena -Glory with slight suc-
cess. Miss Fleld overacts in this role,
but it {s rather a thankless job at that
and little measure of genuine capability.
Therese Guerini and Louls Veda perform
effectively as Robots. Frederick Roland,
Edgar Kent, Sydney Greensireet and
Henry JTravers give convineing perform-
ances as gentlemen assoclated in the
manufacture of artificial men.

‘The program states: *“The almost in-
variable comment wherever this play of
the Robots has been given this season
has been that its significance is greater

today than before; that the progress of,

the Machine in- the world’s scheme of
things glves it an applicability which—
when it was first presented—was not so
apparent.” ) : ‘
Be that as it.may, but the Machine
is not the only thing to have progressed
Perhaps we, as audiences,
have progressed & little, too. At least
one would like- to hope that if the
Theater Gufld were producing R. U. R.
as a new play it would display better
judgment’ than to allow 80 ridiculous an
epilog to follow the play Iitself, an
epllog that destroys every fiber of a
somewhat’ enthralling illusion created by
the end of the third-act proper. s
Let us fire a salute to Rouben Mamou-
lian, an ace among directors; {6 Lee
Simonson, a genius- among scene de-
signers; to Kate Drain Lawson. a leader
among _costume designers. and to the
Theater Guild, which usually plays a
trump. “CHARLES CROUCH.

- Lawrence Ogle .

a.

VANDERBILT

Beginning Thursdaym'ggenlng. February 20,

. THE PLUTOCRAT:

A play by Arthur Goodrich, based on Booth
Tarkington’s , novel. Directed by the
author and Charles Douville Coburm.
Settings by Louis Kennel. Presented by
Coburn, Starring Mr. and Mrs. Coburn.

Albert Jones ... Theodore St. John

Luigi, a Steward «...James Moare

'airfax Burgher

Ivah Wills Coburn

«...Bmily Graham

..Suzanne Caubaye

Mrs, Tinker ...
Olivia Tinker ...
Madame Momoro ..

oy
Hyacinthe Momoro .. ...,..... John Brewster
Earl Tinker’........Charles Douville Coburn
Mr. Wackstle. William R. Randall
© Mr. Weatherwr Lark Taylor
“Do¢” Taylor ....... .Billy Fay
Sir william Broadfea! tter Edwin

-Lady Broadfeather ..

CRYZEC .corretaanes . Armand Cortes
A Waiter .... «s....John Gray
Prince Karno ......e.eeveens James La Curto

ACT I—Scene 1: Smoking Room of 8.
Duumvir. September. The First Day Out.
Scene 2: Same as Scene 1. Last Day Out.
ACT II—=8cene 1; The Balcony Room in Hotel
at Bindar on the Edge of the Sahara. er-
noon .8 Month Latere Scéne 2: Same as Scéne
1. Evening of the SBame Day. ACT lIl—Same
as Act II. Afternoon the Next Day.

. The adaptation of thls Booth Tarking-
ton novel is too obvious to be a good
play and too comic-striplike to be good
humor. It is'unlikely that it resembles
the novel very much. Ladened by cast
that gives it little help, the entertain-
ment falls as a medium for amusement.
Of course, for those who like the Coburns
it must be sald that 1t gives both Mr.
and Mrs. Coburn some chance of proving
their ability as performers. But the op-
-portunities it affords are not frequent
, nor stable. ! :

From beginning to -end, When
“momma” starts chasing after “poppa”,
the wealthy rmeat packer from Omaha,
who has-a taste for women and a dislike
for the East, it is nothing but ‘s melody
of alleged American characterizations.
1t 13 one of those plays which nelther an
Easterner nor a Middle Westerner will
find to his liking. It is one which rep-
'resents both types to as great a disad-
.vantage as 1t can. The meat packer is,
of course, a blustering creature who
meets up with his own kind on the boat
going to-Alglers. The East is represented
in this stupid geographical comedy by &
wishy-washy playwright whose greatest
contribution to humanity has been a

play that the Middle Western meat- '

packing Tinker found repulstve.
Everybody 1s after Tinker's money, and
" his daughter is after Lawrence Ogle; the
alleged playwright. Most everybody does
get some of Tinket’s money and the
daughter finally gets her playwright.
And there is' the whole story. :

*With the exception of the Coburns,
Suzanne Caubaye and Billy Fay, the rest
of the cast are better left unmentioned.
In kindness to them it must be sald
that the parts they were asked to per-
form did contribute something-to their"

‘universal inability.to convince.

Louis Kennel has contributed two
settings that fill the requirements of the
play. and the Coburns give it the best
short of touch such a play could possibly

ave. - R .

The Plutocrai is a standard farce com-
edy that might have appealed to the
average American audience too long ago
to be tried in this day. K The Rotarian
and all his kind will find as little to

thelr advantage In it as the producers °YP®

will likely a8’ not find within a few
weeks. o :

It 15 one of those alleged robust come-
dies that makes Americans out to be
generally blundering fools who somehow
or anything are fine and big and strong
underneath. The hardened case that
Goodrich hés put around the Tarkington
characters 18 too solid and tmpenetrable
to be interesting or good entertainment.

. CHARLES MORAJ:X.
J
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Dramatic School Students

Perform Barry’s. “Holiday” |

NEW YORK, Feb. 22—The American
Academy of Dramatic Arts and the Em-
pire Dramatic School gave another of the
annual series of revivals yesterday at the
Belasco Theater. The play this time was
Philip Barry's Holiday, which brought
considerable: money into the coffers of,
Arthur Hopkins last season.

It s rather hard to judgé the work
of these young people with the work of
Hope Willlams, Dorothy Tree, Ben Smith
and- Donald Ogden Stewart so compara-
g@yelym fresh l:.\ mind. Attempting to
Ry A \

5

-
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treatment Arthur Hopkins gave it.

First naturally ‘for consideration i8¢y
Jane Sanford, who was chosen to do the's
role created by Miss Willlams. Miss 8an- |
ford has perhaps seen Miss Williams, he- |
cause she is not obviously gifted with 6‘%
that deliclous awkwardness possessed by ‘L
Miss Willlams. When she forgot this ¥
her work approacheggthat of a capable
performer, which Miss-Sanford most cer«
tainly may become. There is a richness
in her voice tones that few stars can «
claim. It ls smooth and velvety on the
ears, & sort of curfous volice that needs
little to ald it in a role designed to win’
sympathy. sl

Peculiarly enough we have a Donald *
Stewart in this company too, but Hera
instead of being a humorist he is a boy
who plays the hero role in a straight-
forward manner. Stewart has possls 4 ¢
bilitles. Kaatje Vlet is asked a little too }
muoh for her talents. The role of Julia
Séton with its character transitions and
difficult requirements is too much m’,ﬁ
ask of any one but a trained trouper.
However, this young lady tried and tried”
hard to be convincing and once or twioe’’
ghe really was. ‘In another direction 1S
perhaps she may find a place in tlg-
theater. This reviewer’s opinion woul ‘a,}
be consistently sympathetic emotional £
roles, Austin Beardsley was another who
was called upon to do a hard stunt, the
drunken brother role. He did it nicely,
but it seemed & bit too infantile to be
bellevable. However, he showed real
mettle, judging his pace well and upder
the circumstances givinig a rather good
account of himself. Byron B. O'Brien
was miscast. His makeup even under
the condition imposed upon such a pro=*
duction was Inexcusable and so it ‘was,
impossible to judge his work. Fred An-
defson in the Donald Ogden Stewart role .
ot Nick Potter could not be expected to*"
perform in the manner of Mr. Stewart
inasmuch as it was generally admitted
that Stewart’s best lines'in Holiday were
-written by none other than himself. But
Anderson is thoroly convincing as an
actor in the role. i \y ‘ﬁ

Others chosen for this afternoon In &
the theater with students of the art of Ig
acting were Pam Sweeny and Jessie Pat-
ton, who were'cast with O'Brien in aone-
act curtain raiser that es far as we saw’
was awful, but well acted. Here O'Brien’
showed to better advantage thaniin the- .
full-length play. The others Tin the
Holiday cast were Willlam 8Sutherland,
Joy 8im, Phyllis Lavarack, Jerry scogt,

Robert Rider' and” Adelaide Noska.
CHARLES MORAN.s"

{
“Gala Night® Goes Over
Big at Toronto Premiere

\ \

TORONTO. Feb. 23.—Gale Night, a
new play by Laurence Eyre. with James
Rennie in the stellar role, opened here
*at. the Princess Theater to -a capacity
house. The pilece 18 marked for i1t8 novay
‘elty. ™

A farcical comedy written around thi
behind-the-scenes of the Budapest
Opera House, it Is the sort of. play, that
lends itselt easily to the introduction
of -songs and dances, but author and
director have withstood the temptation.
The stage settings caused considerable
comment. Actors, actresses and settings
combined to form & color symphony that
was perpetually pleasing. A sophigticated
of humor rules. The local critics
pronounced the plece one of the out-
standing offerings of the &eason, and
the star, James Rennie, has added an-
other creation to. his long list of suc-
cesses.” There were many curtain calls
after each act.

It 1s understood that many alterations
are being made in the script with almost
dally rehearsals here in preparation for
the Metropolitan opening. Beverly
Bayne, Desiree Tabor and Adele Klaer
are the three leading women who share
the feminine honors. [

»

"MORE NEW PLAYS ON 46 AND 47
% IS

Hodge Play Folds in Bklyn.

NEW YOREK, Feb., 22.—The Willlam
Hodge play, The Old Rascal, written by
and starring Hodge, closed In Flatbush
tonight following a two weeks’ engage-
ment out of town. The play was seen
for a split week In New Haven and Hart-
ford and for oneiweek at Werba's Flat-
bush Theater. PreBent plans intlude re-
writing and a possible production later
. 37

)
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Vaudeville, |

Conducted by ELIAS E. SUGARMAN—Communications to 1560 Broadway, New York
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Brown Finishes Trip;

One Act in Jrs.

NEW YORK, Peb. 24—Three of the
Fox junior houses in Brooklyn, the Re-

public, Walker and Folly, are playing

: g ot only one act of vaudeville this week as

n l ee ( a result of Sunny Side Up, the film spe-
X cial current at all three houses.

The same will happel next week 'af,
the Republic and Walker when Show of

Matter of shakeup among agents will be determined by

Shows is screened at both houses.

next week——circuit loath to let out lessér agencies Anger-Fair Go Loew

but regards this as necessary step toward progress

NEW YORK, Feb. 24-—Harry Anger
and Mary Fair have abandoned their old
four-people revue, Dizzy 1929, and are

NEW. YORK, Feb. 24—More than one of the present roster of RKO agents
will get & kick and a couple of tremors when he reads this. President Hiram 8.
Brown, of RKO, is due back from his coast trip today. Beginning this morning
and continuing thruout the week and possibly into next week, Brown will sit in
on daily conferences with every active officlal of the organization, from B. B.

Kahane and Joseph Plunkett, vice-presi-
dents; Herman Zohbel, secretary and
treasurer, down to Ben Piazza and George
Godfrey, of the vaudeville booking de-
partment, and Jules J. Levy, the film.
booking chief. ,

Whatever results from the series of
confabs scheduled to be held with the
RKO chief will not be known definitely
until the latter part-of the week. The
various ' officials a&nd execs, anxlously
awalting Brown's homecoming are clean-
ing up all details possible beforehand so
that they might be on tap to discuss
general welfare with Brown. This week
it will ‘be harder for an unprivileged one
to get an appointment with them than
to Bet Jimmy Walker to play marbles on
the Ctity Hall steps.

The question of boiling down the num-
ber of RKO agencies will be but a small
part of the mass of detall scheduled to
be laid before Brown. But to ihe agents;
of course, it {s the Biggest thing that has
ever happened to them. The scheduled
agents' cleanup is as inevitable as the
weather. No matter what else s done to
put the sixth floor on & more efficlent
basis, the elimination of!from 10 to 14
franchises is regarded as the first loglcal
step in the process. WIith Charles J.
Freeman still making his inspection tour
on the coast and elsewhere, it may be
left to Piezza and Godfrey to bear the
brunt of the "moral” responsibility con-
nected with making the agency cleanup.
It is understood from reliable sources,
however, that Freeman made Enown his
opinions in the matter before taking hig
departure several weeks ago.

Plazza, as peneral business manager of
the sixth floor, s personally loath to
eliminate any more agents, according to
report. The Janudry 1 cleanup, it has
been hinted, indirectly removed what-
wver objectionable personalities that had
been connected with circuit’s act-selling
forcés,

(See FINISHES TRIP on page 95)

Opening on March 8

.YORK, Feb. 24---Bob Cook and
Dot Oatman, plano and warbling pair,
will open for RKO March 8 in McKees-
port, Pa., and juup here the week fol-
lowing for 8 spJdt week between the
sState, Jersey City, and the Bushwick,
Brooklyn.

McCarthy and Sternard, mixed comedy
team, are also slated to shove off for
RKO the week of March 8, splitting be-
tween the Prospect, Brooklyn, and the
Royal, Bronx. i

Princeton-Renee Coming East

NEW YORK. Feb. 24 —Princeton and
Renee, mixed comedy team, who repently
played Western RKO dates, have started
eastward and will open April 26 In
Albany. They will play their first dates
locally the week of May 10, splitting be-
tween the Bushwick, Brooklyn, and the
State, Jersey Gity. The team were fore
merly known as Princeton and Yale,

dolng & new three-people comedy, sing-
ing and dancing act subbllled Anything
Can Happen. Théy opened for Loew this
week on a split between the Premier,
Brooklyn, and the Delancey, agented by

Charles Fitzpatrick,

Vauditorials

By ELIAS E. SUGARMAN

NOTE—The opinions stated in this column are those of the writer
and need not reflect the policies of The Biilboard, which are expressed
on the editorial page.—ED,

But the problem is now of a°

E don't like so-called showmen who sublimate and twist their

play instinct into messing around with house policies. ‘That

urge—or whatever you c¢hoose to call it—to'change things simply
for the sake of changing them, is having a bad effect on vaudeville.
The operators or circuit-buying spacu}ators who leap like frogs (but
with far less display of discrétion) from one policy to another are
doing much toward making a once sound business into little short of
a speculative orgy.

In other trades such procedure as characterizes the activity of the
policy-shifting showman would be stamped as preposterous. It would
nol even be fevored with serious thought. A grocer established in a
location for a number-of years cannot reesonadbly hope to recoup ebbing
receipts by moving out his stock and setting himself up as e tailor. The
logical step would be the readjustment of his stock of groceries to the
altered demands of the neighborhood. It might entail buying a cheaper
line of merchandise or ¢ more evpensive line. The careless policy shifter
in the theater business throws his house's good will and drawing power to
the winds. when he takes out vaudeville, and—just for the sake of change
ing—puts in straight pictures or some hybrid form of stage atfractions,
It might be e lame Stage-band poliey, fiat-tasting presentations or “high<
class” tabs.—enything that he can get'so long as he follows that urge to
change. He casts aside the priceless asset of an established policy—its
recognition in the community as a veudeville house—instead of harnesst
the edvantage to o- healthy move of improving the quality of vaeudeville
When this is found to be necessary.

A case In point conceyns a certain New England vaudefilm chain, sold
by its founder, who made many millions thru his activity to a circult-
grabbing outfit. When the circuif wgs taken over the policles of the
houses were, switched. They were transformed Into straight picture
emporiums, run houses, presentation houses, legit. houses-—every branch
was représented but vaudeville, The houses that had made mlillions for
olle man began to go deep into the red in the hands of the policy changers.

The situation reached the courts. The buyer, whose final payments
hed not yet been made, entered a plea that he Irad been virtually gypped—
or more consisely staled, overcharged. The contented seller, who in-
dicated, however, that he would be glad to take the houses back at once,
had the other side questioned in due course with regard to policies. The
upshot of it all was that the court was convinced—and justly so—that
the buyer might have had the same Success with the hous€s if he con-
tined with the vaudefilm policies. The policy changer let the quarry slip
out 87 his grasp by deliberately buttering his fingers. Time will tell whether
the red-immersed buyer has learned his lesson.

Mark Luescher, RKO’s .publicity chief, permitted us last week to
glance thru one of the folders his departinent 1§ getting up on all the
intact shows—East and West—that are being assembled by the circuit.
‘Here, indeed, is the theoretical foundation for a hasty comeback for
vaudeville. Every concelvable phase of publicity and exploitation is taken
up In its valuable pages. If a house manager can't sell & show properly
with this material at his disposal, he might as well throw in the sponge
and go back to pants pressing,

Vaudeville has been waiting for a break like this for pany years. 1f
they gel out material consistently. like the sample we glanced over, RKO
will be back in ils old place as a vaudeville leader before anolher season
is past. It's up to the booking department now to give Luescher and his
idea men something substantial to work on. The best press agent and
ezploiter in the show business can't sell bum shows 52 weeks a yedr,

RKO Tﬁrget
Of Squawks

\J
Alleged certain showings
mean nothing — booker
has different version

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—An old squawk
formerly identified with Loew {5 now
being registered against RKO. It's the
one gbout kidding acts into playing so-
celled showing dates that are never
caught, but which help the circult trim
& few penniess down on certain house
budgets.

Acts that have completed 47 weeks
or thereabouts here, there and every-
where for RKO are the squawkers about
the allegedly futile showings this time.
Now they knhow it, but at the time they
were inveigled into playing the mean-
Ingless showing dates they didn't, théy
claim.

When RKO Is washed ‘up”with an act,

after it reaches town from a tour, the
accounts go, the request for more dates
is met with & counter request to show
again at a cut because the reports from
the road are not considered reliable as
a gauge of the act’s adaptability to East-
ern needs. The acts that complain they
were duped, according -to report, played
the several showing dates required.
Then they got the w.-k. ozone on the
plea that a spot can't be found for them.
This Is one side of the stoty.
_An RKO booking boss explains that
many of the acts just about® finished or
finishing tours are no longer acceptable
for dates because of the new bookjng
ideas barring slow-paced oldtimers and
turns not meeting the “youth, speed
and novelty” requirements. Séveral of
them pet showings between times fn
order to convince the office that its
decision.on them is just. If the acts
were not so insistent about being will-
ing to work for almost nothing asg long
as they get a chance to show, the official
added, they wouldn't be used at all—
even if they paid for dates,

Anderson Future Lawyer

NEW YORK, Feb, 24 —Andy Anderson,
whose resignation as manager of RKO's
State and Rivoll theaters, New Bruns-
wick, ‘took effect last week, will remain
in the town to study-law. Anderson will
become affillated with a law firm in the
National Bank Building. He represented
RKO in New Brunswick for two years
and was lu the theater business for a
total of eight years, having been on the
Loew rhanagerial staff at one time.
Anderson is sald to have expressed a
desire to quit his dual theater post a
month ago, but it was not until last
week that James S. Powers was recruited
to succeed him.,

Limfs’ay-Mason Back
After Six Months

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Lindsay and
Mason, mixed dance team, who recently
played for RKO on Interstate and West-
ern dates, opened the Iast half of last
week on their first Eastern dates In over
sfx months at Loew's Bedford, Brooklyn.
They continue this week on a split be-
tween ' the Victoria and the National,
Bronx.

Their five-people singinpg and dancing
flash is calleg .Casile of Dreams and:is
agented by Bam Baerwite.
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“Intacts”

Well Ahead

East-West still sending
them out weekly—Charles
Freeman on return route

NEW YORK., Feb. 24.—In RKO now it's
one intact show after another; that is.
one a2 week in both the Eastern and
western division. George Godfrey has
the feature portions of his shows booked
up three weeks ahead and across the hall.
in the, Charles Freeman sanctum, Sam
Tishmdn and Harry Kalcheim have their
rotating affairs lined up until the end of
March. \ ’

Freeman has reached San Francisco on
his inspection tour of the Western and
Southern wings, and he will make the
following towns, In the order named,
stopping at each one day or more: Oak-
land, Tacoma, Portland, Spokane, Seat-
tle. Winnipeg. Vancouver, Minneapolis,
St. Paul, Milwaukee, Chicago and Cleve-
Jand.

After several minor shifts, the Western
rotating book has finally reached 2 stage
where shows starting in Winnipeg are
assured 15 solid weeks, ending up in
Omaha, and then on to Kansas City, St.
Louis and the State-Lake, Chicago.

This week's Winnipeg show inecludes
Ken Murray and the Charlestons, Foster,
Fegan and CoOX, Danny Duncan and the
Kitayamas. Ensuing Winnipeg shows, as
now laid out, are: March 1, Tyler Mason,
Natacha Nattova, Sully and Thomas and
Lomas Troupe; March 8, Frabelle's Frol-
' ies, Manny King and Company, Nan Hal-
perin and Burns and Allen: March 15,
Weaver Brothers, Harris and Wallace, Or-
ville Stamm, and the Home Folks after-
piece, and March 22, Faber and Wales,
Oklahoma Bob Albright and Zastro and
White.

Because of conflicting booking of' ilm
specials, Godfrey’s intact show of this
week will be launched at the Madison,
Brooklyn, the last half instead of the
Airst half, as had been the custom. It
comprises Stan Kavannaugh, Dillon and
Parker, Honey Troupe and Clifford and
Marion. Next week’s show, which also
starts at the Madison, includes thus far
Joe Thomas Saxotette, Don Cummings
and Al K. Hall.

“Gobs of Joy” Playing
Return Dates for Loew

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Gobs of Joy
“Idea”, Fanchon & Marco unit, has been
booked for & return to Loew next week,
splitting between the Gates, Brooklyn,
and the Willard, Woodhaven. The unit
was the first of the large number of
F. & M. so-called “Ideas’” which played
the Palace, later switched to Loew on
local dates and started the now-common
practice of booking units over-the Loew
Southern Time. :

The cast has been changed somewhat

Emperors of Harmony, colored warbling
quartet. They recently closed in- the
Loew out-of-towners, booked thru Lyons
& Lyons.

Loew and Shows

~

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—The Loew road
shéw which opened at the National,
Richmond, this week includes Bernar
and Townes, Lang and Haley, Ferry
Corwey and Carl Shaw and Company:
The new show for next week is headed
by Harrison and Fisher in Living Jewelry,
an elaborate Meyer Golden flash. Others
on the same bill are Billy M. Green and
Blossom, Billy Glason and the Vardelle
Brothers.

The Loew Southern road show has re-
cently been cut to a standard four-act
layout.

_ MILTON WEINHEIMER was appointed
last week to the New York staff of The
Billboard.

with Bailey and Barnum replaced by the

ALOTTA KLASS, wire dancer, who
is teamed with Speed Manning in a
standard act calling for complicated

routines on the tight wire. They are
working for Loew thru the Lyons &
Lyons office.

Canadian Deal
Finally Closed

NEW YORK. Feb. 22.—Despite the tact
that Edgar G. Milne has been booking
Toronto and Hamilton under a three-

. month cancellation notice in force until

early in May, these Pantages-dubbed
houses will come into the RKO office.
2ccording to a deal closed last week, the
second and third weeks in March re-
epectively. They are part of the Famous
Players Canadian. chain, which RKO and
Paramount operate jointly under the di-
rect supervision of H. M. Thomas and
Clarence Robson.

The names of the houses will be
changed. The Toronto house, which wil}
come in March 8, will be rechristened
the Imperial, and the Hamilton house.
due in the RKO columns March 15, will
be called the Palace thereafter.

Ben Piazza, who acted together with
Joseph Plunkett for RKO in consum-
mating the booking switch, has arranged
to take caré of acts booked In advance
by Milné. As far as is known there are
only two acts still tled up under Milne
contracts. These are an Albertina Rasch
flash and Red Donahue and Pal.

‘With the local Pantages office passing
out of existence Milne is left without
a hitching post. There is & report
around that he may affiliate with RKO,
but this was denled by sixth:floor of-
ficials.

‘Trixie Didn’t Cancel

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Stanley Rey-
burn, whor says he is Trixie Friganza’s
personal representative, denies she cane
celed all Loew ‘dates last week, as stated
in last week’s Billboard. In the item
referred to, Irving Cooper was erroneously
credited with being Miss Friganza’s
agent. The comedienne opened last week
at the Valencia, Jamaica, and will play
seven weeks of Loew’s de luxe houses.
The cancellation misstatement wag made
by an employee of the Loew publicity

office, who interpreted the switching of >

Miss Friganza from two split-week dates
in the vaWdefilm houses to the Valencia
‘85 an indication that she was washed
up with the circuit.

Boran Set on N. E. Dates

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Arthur Boran's
Meledylend, flash teaturing Prankel, Lee
and Davis, which recently showed for
the Boston RKO office in Fortland, has
been booked for several wéeks of New
England dates. The offering ls slated
to play in Malden, Lawrence, New Bed-
ford and Providence,. agented by Fred
E. Mack. Boran writes that he may
return liere, shortly to play a s{ring of
Eastern dates. Eilleen = Mercedés and
Tiny Tina are also members of the cast,

Performers’ complaints aimed chiefly at new hands in
vaude.~writing game— old-line Shakespeares deserting
main stem for talkies—countless arrangements for scripts

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—So-called authors and vaudeville script writers are
being complained against in trade circles by 2 number of consumers of the pen-

wielders’ products.

Some claim they*are being victimized thru excessive charges

for material. Others say they are being bled for advance royalties on material
long before it is started, and which is seldom delivered within the tinfe agreed

Indie House

Gets a Break

NEW YORK. Feb. 24.—For what Is be-
lieved to be tlae first time in the history
of the circuit, RKO is lending the re-
cources of its press department to an
independent operator for boosting the
inauguration of-a vaudefilm policy. This
situation arises in connection with the
addition of the Colonial. Utica, to Jack
Hodgdon’s column the last half of this
week. Nathan Robbins, the operator,
gave RKO short notice of the decision to
tle up with it for vaudeville booking. but
the act-buying machine was immediately
set in motion and Mark Luescher noti-
fied accordingly.

John Pollock. head of the circuit’s
Photograph and Press Bureau. is being
sent to Utica to help in ballyhooing and
advertising the new policy. He will
reach there Wednesday and remain sev-
eral days. Pollock is an old hand at
the press-agenting game and there is no
doubt that he will have the Utica news-
paper situation sewed up for the house
before taking his leave. Robbins will
use tive acts on a split week.

upon. Some squawk that the material
seldom comes up to expectations. in that
it does not click or does not meet their
definitc specifications.

The charges prompted an investigation
hy The Billboard which brings an almost
complete acquittal of the acknowledged
material writers, and has resulted in the
uncovering of some interesting facts and
figures. There are few accredited au-
thors left on Broadway who write for
vaudeville. Most of them have joined
the exodus to the Coast. where the de-
mand for material In the talkies is far
greater than that for vaudeville.

About 90 per cent of the material writ«
ten today is turned out according to de-
mand. BSince the recognized script writ-
ers have gradually gone over to-the film
field, a new crop of authors has made
an appearance on Broadway, meany of
whom have been gullty of the charges
made against them, but more often the
charges can be laid to incompetence of
the performer unable to handle matertal
properly. Most authors of vaude. mate-
rial write honestly and follow the estab-
lished trade precedents as to costs of
material, royalty arrangements and in
following specifications.

James Madison, who at one time was
considered ons cf the best gag writers
in the East, and who since has becowme
permanently affiliated with talkies on the
Coast, is said to have remarked to a

(See RECOGNIZED AUTHORS page 95)
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Of Acts Playing RKO

1

y Frequent confabs in press office to discuss all sales
. angles——strict enforcement of photo requirements—
house managers will be pepped up in exploitation work

v+ NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—As part of RKO's promise to put vaude;ﬂle bhack tt;

its former high stardard., the circult’s
launching a vigorous cempaign to

'

and report thelr progress to the home
gmoe.

The personnel of the RKO publicily
bureau are meeting frequently every
week on the subject of fresh and original
exploitation meatter for each act and in-
tact show-—and the performers and man-

agers are already receiving the ulfjimatum '

to co-operate.

Probably the most drestic and ex-
. pensive ruling to the performer will be
in regard to photos for lobby displays

l‘é and newspaper publicity. The Photo and
, Press Bureau is checking up on the pic-
tures of acts now playing the circuit, and
those not suitable, or antiquated, are
being sent beck to the performers with
orders to have new and suitable ones
+taken immediately. ‘This has already
happened to 3 number of acts.
, Those acts upon which special ex-
ploitation 1s belng gotten up, will be
asked to pose for pictures to fit the press
storles—at their expense. The day of
‘eimple head and body pose will soon be
rpasse as a result of this edict. It will be
a matter of having pictures to fit the
raction of the act as per the exploitation
of legit. productions. This is an innova-
~tion.in vaudeville, with the possible ex-
ception.of pictures on a few of the large
'flash acts. 3

The acts will also be requested to help
in, their own exploitation. They will be
asked for- ideas that could help launch
‘them into the news columns, or effect
tieups for national advertising. '

It 1s also the intention of the publicity
heads to imject bits into the different
acts that would ald in their exploitation.
Certain added bits with nationally
known products, for Instange, would
‘make 1t much easler for a tleup to be
effected with the manufacturer, Those
injections, the exploiters belleve, could
be easlly made without detracting from
the entertainment value of the acts.

All vaudefilm house rpamgerg will from
Nnow on be practically! compelled to ex-
ploit their vaudeville shows. It will no
flonger be a matter of the publicity de-
partment sehding out exploitation hints
with the following appendix, ‘Please
Try To \Use These", but rather, “Pull
‘These Stunts and Send Us a Report.”

Realizing _|that many managers hav?
grown stale as far as vaude. exploitation
is concerned, the home office has been
. getting up complete publicity matter for
their benefit. | All advertising and lobby
ldyouts and displays, press matter and
exploitation hints are being lald out and
then sent to the menagers one month in
advance-of* the intact shows, The houses
operating under spot booking will recelve
the publicity matter as far in advance
of the acts as 1s possible, )

According to one of the heads of the
publicity department, the house bosses
will, be forced to co-operate in the
campaign to0 bring vaude. back to its
former high perch. Those meanagers
laying down on the job will find them-
selves cooling their heels in the outer
office, according to. that exec.

Negotiating for - -
‘Oriental Lease

NEW YORK,” Feb. 22.—Within a week
an announcement is expected from here
of definite consummaeation regarding the
leasing by RKO of the Oriental, Detrolt,
which Is now under the operating wing
of Lew Kane. The house has long been
in thé circult's vaude.-booking columns
and of late hes been booked by Billy
Diamond out of Chicago with five acts
on a-full week. L

If the pending deal between RKO and
Detroit banking interests goes thru the
house may Slide into the: New York
hooks, joining Cherles Freemen’s intgct-
show X'O“tﬁ-\g‘ e 14

press alld exploitation departments are

modernize the acts now playing its time.
This will not only entail the performers,
houses, who will be’ practically ordered to exploit vaudeville to the fullest extent

but also all managers of vsudefilm

Keating Pays Comish
With FElusive Cigar

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Bob syl-
vester, the misunderstood cane toter
of the RKO publicity bureau, turned ,
agent and talked George Godfrey
Into sticking Fred Keating on the
Palace bill this week. The cadaver-
ous-looking lad was slipped a 15-cent
cigar for commission, but didn't do
e burnup until the magician made
1t disappear before he had a chance
to light it, ’

All Sylvester has now is the glory
of having booked an act without a
franchise—and Keating's promise of
angther clgar if repeating the Palace
date. . .

Romm?’s Acts

NEW YORK,” Feb. 24 —Peggy Hope is
heeding e new full-stage comedy act
comprised of five people. which opened
for RKO this week on a split between
Yonkers and New Rochelle. ‘The act is
represented by Harry Romm, who also
booked the Marinelll Girls for the Palace
the week of April 5, after & tour of Mid-
Western daties.

¥
at

TED CLARK 'AND EARLE SMITH,
robust harmonizers from . the West,
who are set -on Loew dates thru the
intervention of Joknny Hyde of the

William Morris office. They may
open shertly in the circuit's road-
show houses, '

RKO Drops Its
Extra-Act Plan

NEW YORK, Feb., 24.—Altho a plan
had been under consideration by RKO'’s
Western booking department to add an

extra act to the intact shows playing the -

Golden GCate, San Francisco, and the
Hill Street, Los Angeles, this has been
dropped. For the time being these
houses .will have to plod elong as best
they can, with opposition offered by the
Orpheum-dubbed theaters in each town.
The office was not able to see its way
clear to keep the two Coast houses sup-
plled with the show-strengthening acts
steadily and at whet is considered a
reasoneble figure.” Inability to give the
drefted acts assurance of more. time
accounts for this. .

Uninvited Re portér Crashes -

Broadcast and S

NEW YORK, Feb. 2¢.—When the wits
in front of the Bond Building on a
Tuesday night have run out of gags on
split evenings and three-day routes,
crash, the RKO broadcast, if you can, in
the &tudlos of WEAF. If you are
blessed with a sense of humor the
laughs drip fast enough there to satisfy
even the sourest’ cynic. If you aren't,
then 1t 15 simply an hour of entertain-
ment mixed with torture.

. Whatever you do, come up with your
muzzles and a broken nicotine habit.
Talking is absolutely taboo, and anyone
committing such a breach of etiquette
as smoking is sure to arouse the ire
of at. least 10 of the score'or more

«» assistants. .

While on the subject of assistants,
therg, are enough at the broedcasts to
form a welcoming committee for any
metropolis. They Infest every corner of
the lerge studlo, and the only obvious
things they do are ‘shushing” the
guests and telling them where not to
sit, The Billboard’s roving reporter ‘was
‘not an invited guest at last week's
broadcast, therefore they did not even
deign to “shush™ him, but hovered close
to prevent his haw-haws if overcorhe by
Leo Relsman's gestures.

The orchestre leader is the biggest
laugh of the broadcast. His mennerisms
and faclal contortions while putting the
musicel- combo thru its exercises would
do credit to the late Teddy Roosevelt.
When television is perfected he should
hecome the greatest showman on the
redio. According to the way he emotes
with the baton in front of the micro-
phone it may be that he thinks tele-
vislon 18 already In every llving room.

Tom  Kennedy, the sweet-voiced
crooner of RKO's theme songs, was a
flop to this reviewer &s far as audible
entertailnment was concerned. Unless
you ere & lipreeder you don't know what
it's all ebout when he steps In front
of the mike. He whispers the songs, and
the only time you can tell when he is
hitting a high note ,is when he arches
his eyebrows, -1

-+

\ 1 s 3 . i

pills the Dirt '

Graham .’McNamee may be a demon
when coming thru a loud speaker, but
he certainly doesn’'t ooze personality in
the studio. He introduced Leo' Relsman
for medley from Sons o’ Guns, and then
the Charm Quartet, a foursome of
stately lasses who sang To a Wild Rose.
They were not referring to Reisman. !

The guests applauded between num-.

bers. At & pre-arranged signal from
McNamee they started and stopped at
the same time. A few of the males and
fems, in evening clothes did not indulge
in the palm music, They were the im-
portant guests.

Robert Emmett Keane and Claire
Whitney slipped over a few gags and a
poem announced as written by Keane.
Relsman offended Keane . by ' talking
during ' his broadcast—and Keane of-
fended Relsman by shutting him 'up
with & profound gesture, However, they
were good friends again at the finish.

Baby Rose Marle took top honork in
the applause from the ‘guests with her
cute dellvery and excellent voice, and
wes elmost equaled by Buck and Bub-
bles. Peter  Higgins slipped over a
couple of songs between the two acts
and proved-the ' loudest entertainer on
the bill.

Harry Cerroll and Maxine Lewls took
the next-to-closing spot, with Maxine
singing *What Do I Care. She_ didn't,
even when one of ‘the assistaffts ges-
tured for her to chenge her position in
front of the mike.

Relsmen and Kennedy closed. Ken-
nedy whispered the REKO signing-off
ditty, while the musical eggregation
pleyed Alone With My Dreams, which
mey have been what everybody who
listened In was thinking at thet time.
Someone announced the time and'it was
ell over. Allein all it was & good bill,
with plenty of sllent laughs In between
the lines.

Thru it all Roselie Stewart, head of
REKO’s 'Radio Department, kept- watch
on & flock of empty seats she had re-
served for some special guests who didn’t

show up. ;| - . ‘g ; s
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'Actors’ Union'
Ball Over Big

" i
Approximately %00 guests ]
at organization’s first an
nual social function in Chi,

CHICAGO, Feb.22.—The Actors' Unlon
of America, youngest of the theatrical
unions, staged its first annual ball last
night with gratifying success, entertain-
ing some 700 or more guests in the
Cameo Room of the Hotel Morrison and
putting on an evening of fun and frolic
that won unanimous approval.

With Waddy Wadsworth's popular or.
chestra furnishing music, there was
dancing from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m., with an
hour Intermission for the presentation
of the entertalnment features. These
latter were of a wide and pleasing va.
riety. They included, in the , order
named, the following:

Eckhart Brothers, tep dancers, in a
fast and clever routine; Mildred Hoff-~
man, who sang two beautiful num.
bers; Helen Sterling, in a clever dance
speclalty; Monte Brooks, wlose singing
of O Sole Mio won rounds ‘of applause:
Troupe of the Orient Revue, colorful
Oriental dancing act In which some
wonderful adagio work was ,done: Four
Mullens, youthful singers, In pleasing
numbers; Nellle Sterling, whose clever
and original snow-shoe dance won »
heavy hand; Case Sisters; personality
song and dance team, and Shannon's
Playtime Frolics, featuring two extremely
clever kiddies In difficult acrobatics. Art
Fletcher acted as master of ceremonies.

Phil Phillips, president of the union,
handled the details connected with the
ball end entertalnment and deserves .
great credit for the efficiency with which
he put the affair over. The entertain-
ment committeé, too, comes in for a
large share of praise, as it was thru its
efforts the splendid acts were obtained.
.Nellle Sterling, vaudeville artiste, was
chairman. of the committeé, and the
members included Bert Clinton, Harry
Carr, Bert Ford, Art Tackman, Al Keeser,
Art Fletcher and Joe Mac.

" Actors Will :‘Launch
"Long Beach . Charity °

NEW YORK, Feb. 2¢.—The township

of Long Beach, Liong Island, looks to
stage talent te supply it with the - basis
for a general charity fund. The big
mucky-mucks- of the resort have hit
upon the idea of running a huge bensfit
show at the Castles Theater, on the
boardwalk, and the machine for cor-
ralling talent has been set In motion
liere by Joseph'G. Gerson, of the Box-
Office ‘Treasurer’s ,Assoclation.
\ The shindig will take place thie night
of March 9, and Bide Dudley, who
writes emong other things of ‘- Shrews-
berry McNutt in The Evening World, hes
been induced by Gerson to act as m. c.
for the show. Harry Lenetska, of the
William Morris office, 18 teking acts to
the charity, jamborée, and among others
who have promised to appear are .Her-
bert Rawlinson, Helen Gilligan, Franko
Wood and Eddie Allen.

Doyle and Hoover Open

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Buddy Doyle
end Peggy Hoover are doing & new two-
act and opened for RKO the last helf
of last week at the Hamilton. Doyle
played in Artists end Models, Show Girl
and as understudy for Eddie Cantor in
Whoopee. He actually replaced Cantor
in the latter production last September
for three performances. He works In
blackface and Miss Hoover does songs
and dances. Lee Stewart agenting.

E)

J;gék Johnson -

As Club Owner -

NEW YORK, Feb. 24--Jack. Johnson,
ex-heavyweight chemp, and Murray 8.
Kaempf have teken over thé Monte Cearlo
‘(night club), Brooklyn, and are having it
renovated for & reopening in about -two
weeks .under the neme of the Club
Casino. There wil be & white ‘Hoor show
and a colored bandof 11.pieces.

Kampf will stage the shows, book tal-
ent and act as m. c. '

e bk et e o S ik Bt
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‘Houses May

' Drop Vaude.

Stagehands and mausicians
at Premier, Brooklyn, and
" Grend, Bronx, given notice

NEW YORK, Peb. 24.—Loew's Premier,
Brooklyn, i;tscheduled to be stripped of
vaudeville sdon and operated thereafter
under an all-sound policy. The house
has not been so successful of late with
its vaudefilm arrangement.

Stagehands and musiclans at the Pre-
mier have been given their netice and
are now working under a week-to-week
agreement. This 1s also the case at the
Grand, Bronx, where the stagehands re-

ceived their notice last fall, but are:still-

on the-job. At the latter house “name”
acts have been played for the last three
months in an attempt to reach higher
grosses.
. to be still in the red.

Charles C. Moskowltz, of the ILoew
operating staff, lays no credence to the
report that vaudéville is soon to be dis-
continued at the Metropolitan, Brooklyn,
and a presentation policy inaugurated
there. He 'could give no .definite date
for the Premler pollcy switch

Lawson s 15 Weeks

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.——Ha r}:y Lawson
and His Radio and Record Pals, a new
three-people comedy and- harmony out-
'#it which recently showed for RKO; have
been booked for 15 weeks of Eastern
datés- thru, Wayne Christy, of the Harry
Romm office. Supporting cast comprises
Henrfette Lund and Holley Moret. The
offering is a black-and-tan act, using
original songs in the routine interspersed
with uke and piano playing. Lawson
recently completed the Western RKO
tour, at the head of another-act.

Benson Quits Carrell ‘Office

CHICAGO; Feb. 22.—John Benson 18
no longer with the Carrell Agency, which
now has but one vaudeville house left .
on.its books. Inquiry at- the Carrell
office elicited the information that the
office will remain open. C. L. Carrell 18
expected in from New York today or
Monday.

Franklins on Fox Time -

NEW YORK, Feb. 22.—The Six Frank-
lins, new novelty outfit from the West,
openéd for Fox last week, splitting be-
tween the Republic and Walker, Brook-
Iyn. They are playing Eastern dates for
the first ttme and may show for .Loew
shortly at one of the local houses booked
thru Bert Jonas.

Regan and Lenny Team

NEW YORK. Feb. 22—Marle Regan
has teamed with Jack Lenny, formerly
of the team of Lenny and Gale, and
started rehearsals last week in a new
comedy singing and deancing act. Miss
Regan was formerly teamed with Helene
Quill 1n a two-girl act. The new combo
is slated to play several weeks of Edst-
ern bresk-ins and may show for RKO
next month, agented by Nat Sobel.

Revised No. 10 Show

NEW YORK, Feb. 24 —Eastern intact
show’' No. 10, which opened last Saturday
at the 58th Street, has as its features
Jimmy Savo, Grace Doro, Arthur and
Morton Havel. Brady and Wells in the
original Iineup were dropped, and will
probably be highlighted in 2 later show.

Murray and Alan Return

NEW YORK. Feb. 24—Murray and
Alan, ° male comedy team, opened-’ for
Loew, this- week,, splitting between the
Wwilla#d, Woodhaven, and the Lincoln
Square. They are doing their familiar
eccentric comedy routine,

e

However, the house s reportefl

LESLIE STRANGE, British char-
acter impersonator, who arrived here
several weeks ago to play for RKO
under en arrengement with Reeves
& Lemport. He played the Palace,
New York, last week and is split-
ting currently between the Kenmore,
Brooklyn, end the 86th Street, New
York. q

2

Marcus Lone -
Uniit Clalmant o

NEW YORK, Feb, 24." — A. Marcus,
sponsor of the Marcus units that have
caused no little dissensjon in the REKO.
-booking office, 1s..the only producer
among those caught in the kibosh on
unite whose claims are as yet unsettled.
It 1s Iikely that by the end of the week
Marcus’ claims also will be satisfled.

Max Hayes came to an agreement. with
Ben Plazza last week on the claims
erising from the flopping of ms Doin’

Things unlt 5

Downs Guest' Act

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Johnny Downs,
Jormerly of Our Gang comedies, who 1s
not slated to play the ace house until
March 29, actually played the house 2
month in advance of his scheduled hook-
ing by playing as guest artiste last Fri-
day night. He doubled for the stunt
from the 86th Street, where he played
the Iast‘half,

Allen’ Gets Nyack

.NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Jack Allen is
now booking the Rockland; Nyack, New
“‘York, for Fox's junior wing. This house,
formerly on Arthur Fisher's books. plays
vaudeville on Fridays and Saturdays,
only, being -in straight pictures the rest

. of the week.

‘With the taking over of ihe Rock-
Iand, the Fox junior wing is now han-
diing that <own's two theaters. The
Nyack is operated with a straight picture
policy.

Loew Quarterly Dividend

NEW YORK ‘Feb, 23.—The board of
directors of Loew’s, Inc., decldred this
week a quarterly dividend of 756 cents
per share on the outstanding common
stock of the company. ° This will be

payable March 31 to stockholders of rec-_

ord on March 14.

Funk Playing Midwest ..

NEW’ YORK, Feb. 24 —Prof. Otto Funk,
“the Walking .Piddler”, who claims he
recently completed a fiddling hike from
Broadweay to the Golden Gate and played
142 vaude. dates on the transcontinental
trek, booked thru A. L. Grundy, his man-
ager, is playing a string of Indie dates
thru Illinois and Missourl. He is as-
slsted by Viola Caroline Day and Seattle
Jack, who' accompeny -him on the ptano
and saxophone. Grundy writes from
Morrisonville; III., that they may shortly
come east, for RKO R I .

i

2 N
January drives helped circuits—carried over to February'
—Radio outfit getting better Eastern shows—Loew dresss

ing up, too—Fox is recovering from slump i

NEW YORK, Feb. 22.—Reports !rom what are deemed to be authentic suufces*“
on’ the Inside indicate that for the Arst time since the major circult nllgned‘;
itself with the Radio interests, a point of definite advancement in earnings has"

been reached.

All over the circuit. January withessed the rolling up of new:

highs in gross earnings, ancl thus far in PFebruary progress keeps on unabatef. -

—
—
7

Belle Baker
A Loew “Name”

NEW YORK, Peb. 22.—Belle Baker, for
years a “name” steady for the big time,
starts today on her first Western date for
Loew at the Midland, Kansas City. Sha
will get considerable time from the Loew
office, which may bring her here to play
certain of the vaudefilmers in opposition
to her old annual dates for K-A-O

Edward 6. Keller., her personal repre-
sentative, could not' be reached today for
anlexplanation of the Loew switch, but
1t was learned that the RKO office indi-
cated that it would not play the act
under the asked salary conditiofis.

qunum Outfit’s
Publicity Dept.

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—The P. T. Bar~
num Club Productions, orge.nlred by the
P. T. Barnum Tent, CSSOA, to produce
playlets for vaudeville and to turn’ the
proceeds over to its welfare fund, has
created & publicity department. Hugh
Grant Rowell has been placed in direct
charge, and Gustave Frohman will exer-

oise general supervision. Rowell intends'

to co-operate with the major circuits in
unusual stunts to promote one-act plays
in vu.udevllle ‘Thus far, RKO—the only

logical consumer of sketch .material—

bhas not shown itself to be overenthusi-
astic.

In the carrying out of Rowell's elab-
orate plans he will be counseled by such
publicity experts included in the Tent's
membership as Townsend Walsh, Harry
Chipman, Chalmers Pancoast, Frederick
Benham, Harry Tucker, of .The Rich-
mond Times-Dispetch,; Dexter Fellowes,
Wells ‘Hawks and Fred Rutledge.

Weiser Gets Blowout

" NEW YORK, Feb. 23.—A. Welser,
dealer In theatrical fabrics, was given a
dinner last Saturday night at the May-
fair Roof. It was in honor of his 20th
year in business. About 50 of his friends
and‘ associates were there. Jack Irwin,
m. c. at the Roof, gave them the floor
for about an hour, and Harry Raches
took vP the reins of toastmaster. Julius
Gluck, secretary. of the firmy,” formally
presented Welser with a wrist watch

s

Tough for Indies . y

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.-Indie agents
will probably go in for roller .skating
socon if Warner Brothers put into effect
the plan being considered of moving the
vaude. booking office to the home of-
fice.
time to cover the Pox office on 51st
street and Broadway and the Warner
headquarters on 44th street and Ninth
avenue.

Loew Routes Two Acts

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—Flo.Meyers and
her Bon‘®John Girls, who recently. com-
pleted a tour of Kurope, have been
booked for the Loew Time in'the Fast.
The same was given to the Hazel Man-
gean Troupe, mixed ‘quintet of acrobats,
who played the, State last weeks

Cansinos Go Loew

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—FKatherine and
Antonio Censino, heading a six-people
singing and dancing revue which re-
cently ‘played Eastern REKOQ dates,
switched to Loew this week on a split
between the Lincoln E&quare and the
46th Street, Brooklyn. They are agented
by S8am Baerwits. ; 4
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‘The boys will have to make fast

During January house aud divisi

4
4]
K

managers were stimulated into makllzgw

special efforts to boost business in ob-
servance of the first anniversary of the.
formation of RKO. They were.aided”
considerably in achieving the goal by,

smert film bookings and strong vaudes ; %

ville shows. The strategic move taken’”

to avoid a general letdown in Pebiuary '

by fosterlng the Plunkett “Thank:'You,.
Month” has thus far exerted a surprlsmg
effect on business.

. Statements coming in from the va.rlou'
divisions indicate, according to The Billé
board’s informant, that every reasonable
agency has been utilized to keep up the ',
flow of box-office shekels. In its present
‘state the theater depertment of RKO is’
in the peppiest state since first warnings
were being broadcast ‘of E. F. Albee's .

4

fadeout from the major-circuit picture. .

Altho it had been apparently vague and
hesitant about its status in the first few
months of Hiram 8. Brown's regime,
REKO now appears to be fully appreciative
of its enormous resources and its
potentially . powerful pogition in the,
amusement lndustry Not only its then.-
ter operator, Joseph Plunkett, but all ®
of his divisional men are letting out full™’
steam, and in more weays than one have
they proven in the last several weeks that
they will permit nothing to stop them in
their efforts to put the circuit on top,of’
the heap.

The rather sudden change of tront |

S

p

on. the part of RKO'’s theater .3
operatorng 18- particularly noticeable
in the metropolitan territory. Sev-

eral months ago there were more sore
spots on RKO's local theater map: than .
on a mange-infested pup. - Now very few
of the circult’s Eastern houses are giving
any cause for concern. In Tact, several
of the old lemons have turned out to be
consistent , money wmakers, and this s
particularly noticeable in several houses
in Brooklyn that were almost given up
before ag white elephants.

Despite heavy opposition provided by
Loew and Fox, other houses have been
holding up admirably. The 81st Street,
which was believed doomed when Warner
opened 1ts Beacon several months ago,
has made a great recovery, altho in the
eagerness of RKO to feed it with draw
films the Riverside has had to suffer. In
ihe Bronx the Fordham and Royal have
been holding up far better than had
been anticipated; the former, which has
been aided in no small measure by care-
ful attention to vaudeville’ bookings, has
thus far successfully staved off bOX=-
office thrusts of Loew's new Paradise. In
this locale, Loew’s Grand, which 1s Iess
than tour years old, has been the house

(See REO AND LOEW jon pege 95)

a

Toomey Booking, Office

¢
NEW YORK. Feb.'24—Fred and Frank -
Toomey have opened a combined booking -
office and dancing, achool in Springfield,
Mass.. They are lining up -houses in
Western New England, Frank writes, and
are also supplying talent for clubs, fairs
and special entertainments, Theg will
also produce revues n

. g
Twﬁ) Associates -Run .

Béfore the Storm T;f

i

NEW YORK, Feb. 22—Two REKO as-
sociates evidently opened their umbrellas
last week while there was still a silver
Iining to the dark cloud. Many, more as=-
sociate shifts are expected before RKO
starts cutting down on offices and asso-
clates in March.

Herman Citron pulled out of the M. 8§, *

Bentbam office to go with Jerry Cargill,
and Eddie Resnick laft Charlie Bierbauer

in favor of ,a switch to Harry Bestry. It

.is unlikely that Bentham will take on

another associate.

Blerbauer {gls Just
wattlng. B,
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Amalgamated
May Pass Out

NEW YORK. Feb. 22.—A deal veiled in
the utmost secrecy is pending between
REKO and the Miké Comerford interests
whereby the Amalgamated Agency will
pass out of existence, its vaudeville
‘booking functions being delegated to
Jack Hodgdon in the RKO office.

Altho Bud Irwin, the Amalgamated
booker, is booking wheat, 18 believed to be
his last shows in Ithaca, Elm and
Binghamton the week of March 4, Hodg*

. don until late this week received no
officjal word. about getting shows ready
for the week of March 8. The Amalga-
mated office retains Wilkes-Berre, Scran-
ton and Providence, but the houses in
these towns are also reported included
in the pending RKO-Comerford deal.

Frank C. Walker, general manager for
Comerford, denled last week that a deal
with RKO was under way, but from an

authentic source ft Is learned that
Walker represents the Pennsylvania
showmen in the negotations. Ben

Pigzza 18 handling the detalls for RKO
and he is said to be assisted in legal
Pphases of the projected booking arrange-
ment by Sam Spring, special counsel for
RKO.

Hodgdon now has seven weeks on his
books, five of which represent indle
houses usting RKO stage attractions.

Baker for Two Chi. Weeks

NEW YORK, Feb. 2¢4—The Palace,
Chicago, will take on Phil Baker for two
consecutive weeks, starting next week.
House is evidently figuring that he will
go just as big with the Windy City
crowd as he did here in his three-week
run at the Palace. He ib taking a much-
needed rest this week.

Margaret Young Returns

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—The old urge
for vaude. has called Margaret Young
out of retirement. She returned tp the
REO fold this week, with a new cycle
of songs, splitting between the Madison,
Brookilyn, and the 81st Street. Her
piano accompanist 1s Neve Chrisman.

Wilkens Doing Old
Jack Shea Offering

NEW YORK, Feb. 2¢.—Charlie Wilkens,
formerly of Wilkens and Wilkens, is now
at the head. of the five-people comedy
act, Assorted Nuts, which Jack B. Shea
did recently under theé name of .Jack
Bray. She 15 sponsoring the Eugene
Conrad vehicle,
first half at the Franklin, Bronx.

In Wilkens’ support are Al Fox, Joe
Dolan, Frank Donaldson and Tommy
 Wilkens.

New Nevins.Gordon Act

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—Charles Nevins
and Ada Gordon are no longer on their
own in vaude. They are in a four-peo-
ple comedy act, A Close Shave, which
opened for RKO this first half at the
Bushwick, Brooklyn. Mae Campbell and
Ed West are also in the act. Direction
.of Max Hayes.

“Dancing *Directory

LOUIS VECCHIO

DANCING. GRACE. FOISE, STAGE ANYS.

JACK MANNING

New York’s Tap Dancing Spesislist,
OFFERS A COMFLETE PROFESSIONAL
BUCK DANCE ROUTINE
(With Beginner's Foundation Exercises)
BY MAIL, FRICE $3.49,

(Cozh Reg. or Money Order)

116 WEST 47th BT., NEW YOEK, N. Y.

MACHAIRA
nternational Tango Dancer, Creator of Posc Ar-
stic. Original Argentine Tango for Stage,
3allroom Danclog _snd Character TNances, in-
uding Fantasy Waltz and Dramatle Apache.
artners Furnished. Booklet on Requesi. Broade
way-17th St., New York,

o nim

Billboard

Booked Solid Over RKO 1930

HARRY CARROLL

WISHES TO THANK '

. THE PRESS
THE PUBLIC
THE PROFESSION

For Marvelous Reception Accorded

HARRY CARROLL’S REVUETTE

PALACE THEATRE, N. Y. City

Dir. of CHAS. MORRISON

EDDI1E

WHAT THE CRITICS SAY ABOUT

Featured With
- HARRY CARROLL’S REVUETTE

AT PALACE, \. Y, C.
The Billbogrd—A dynamic youth with a gift for making folks laugh.

N. Y. Star—He got laughs where some better known comics with Broadway
reputations might have failed.

Zit’s—A way of his own that is likable and funny,
And Herry Carroll says: The comedy find of the year.

DIRECTION—CHAS. H. ALLEN, M. S, BENTHAM AGENCY

BRUCE

cardinal needs.

circuits and houses.

Make them brief.

Vaudeville Explbitation

‘This department igs intended as an agency for the dissemination of
exploitation| ideas as applied exclusively to vaudeville.
feals that energetic and persistent exploitation
8o that the trade may. benefit generally from this
feature, we will give due consideration here to stunts and ideas of acts,

Address communications to- Elias E. Sugarmamr_
Vaudeville Editor, The Billboard, 1560 Broadway, o

The Billboard
is one of vaudeville’s

New York, N.

which- went RKO this |

PERSONALITY CONTEST -— In con-
junction with their Community Month
drives the State, Jersey City, and the
Capitol, Union City, have tted up with
the Exchange Club, of North Bergen, for
a personallty contest open to all Jersey
damsels, ‘The meanagérs of both theaters
have arranged with local merchants to
carry placards heralding the event and
also to accept entries. A tleup was ef-
fected with the Nash automoblle com-
pany and one of its cars will be given to
the winner.

COMPLETE TRAILERS — A new
method has been inaugurated by the

Hippodrome, New York, to publicize its’

stage and pit entertalnment. Trallers
giving the entire cast apd billing of the
acts and plugging the organist and pit
combo are being used from a half to a
full week in advance of the show.

ARMY TIEUP—An arrangement with
the local armory brings the 14th Infan-
try Band on the stage of the Prospect,
Brooklyn, next Thursday for a drive for
recruits. All Army recruiting placards
in Brooklyn are carrying  mention of the
event and the theater has arranged for
an attractive lobhy display of military
props.

CLOWN NIGHT-—-In a drive for higher
grosses on an unusually dull night, Tues-
day, the management of the Capitol,
Braddock, Pa. is running a song and
dance Clown Contest, with all of the acts
on the bill participating. The event is
advertised thru throwaweays, newspaper
ads and special trailers.

BLACKSTONE, the magician, now on
the Junior Orpheum Time, is pulling
stunts at every theater he plays. For
one, he holds a “Bunny Matinee”, during
which he distributes a number of rabbits
to children holding lucky numbers. This
event Is advertised thru the medium of
cards distributed on the streets and by
newspaper announcements. Another of
Blackstone’s favorite .mediums for gar-
nering a flock of free publicity 18 that of
having himself sealed In a boller and
then freeing himself without outside ald.

He widely advertises the stunt, which
takes place on the stage, and requests
that expert boilermakers do the sealing.
This feat is wsually surefire for the big
breaks in news space.

TAKING ADVANTAGE of the: coin~
cidence that every act Iin the show
recently played the Palace,. New York,
RKO will sell the intact show starting
in Winnipeg March 8 as one, being
“Direct from the Palace, New /York.”
This will be one of the few known in-
stances in which the circult makes s
bid for patronage on this logical angle.
Just to make the catchline carry greater
welght, 1t is planned to take flashlight
photos for tse in displays of the Palace
marquee with the  fake “name” layout
on the four lights layers. This was to
have been done last Friday, at the time
of night when the marquee plot 18 being
changed anyway for the next week's
show. The acts in the Palace-exploited

'show are Nan Halperin, Burns and Allen,

Manny King and Company and Frabelle’s
Frolics.

ADELA VERNE, concert pianist,
bocked up by RKO until well into the
spring, has had more tieups planned for
her than any single attraction signed
up by the circuit the pest season. These
include stunts with piano merchants,
window displays in music stores of her
compositions, plugging Miss Verne thru
music departments of dallies rather than
as a vaude. attraction, visiting music
schools and auditions for honor pupils.

LOEW AND RKO-are exchanging via
word-of-miouth envoys doubtful compli-
ments about their reciprocal adoption of
February as a Thank -You Month.
Altho Loew was first to come out in the
trade via The Billboard with its ballyhoo
of January as & means of ‘carrying on a
Hoover Prosperity campaign, RKO now
claims that it had the idea first, but
was biding its time pefore breaking it.
The decision by the circults to go on
uninterruptedly with plans for thetr
respective “’prosperity” campalgns caused
no little embarrassment because.of con-
flicting tieups to Chambers of Com-

merce and ot civic orgenizations in
towns where RKO and Loew are ih op-
position. While both circuits are fight-
ing it out with three-sheets, window
cards, heralds and other thingamajige
for furthering of their February drives,
both are doing better-than-average busi-
ness. Apperently they know what they
are fighting about. The public holds
the bag, but then again the public is
getting good shows from the over-heated
competitors.

JOE BONOMO, screen strong man, {s
tled up with Woolworth’s 5-and-10 chain
on Bonomo's Quality Confections of
Coney Island.

WESTERN UNION and, Postal ~ Tele-
graph are going out of théir way to-co-
operate with circults and acts in the
sending of plotted wires ffom points all
over the map, addressed to the public
in general, house meanagers or whoever
Is best fitted to be the reclpient of a
wise-cracked wire. These areglater en-
larged and used in programs ;nd lobby
displays. The wire stunt is most fre-
quently used in advance of engagements
of movle celebs., their filing points ‘being
Hollywood or Los Angeles.

WEIGHT REDUCING — Shirley Dahl,
Raynor Lehr’s partner, has been tled up
by RKO with the Portex Health Unit
Meanufacturing Corporation, mekers of s,
new weight-reducingr machine. She will
be natlonally advertised as the Portex
Health Unit Girl, and contests will be
held everywhere she goes, the winnér re-
celving a reducing apparatus free. It
has not been definitely decided what the
contests are to be. The Raynor Lehr-
Shirley Dabl act is part of one of the
Easstern intact shows.

CIRCUSED LOBBY-—Zangar, the minda
reader, who is cheduled for the Prospect,
Brooklyn, the first half of next weéek,
carries his own lobby displays, which
include, besides speclal frames, a typical
mind-réader’s tent. It is his custom to
sit in ‘the tent between shows and an-
swer questions as to a patron’s past,
present and future,

JOE COOK—The Albee, Brooklyn, con-
centrated on Joe Cook for exploitatfon
purposes when he played there recently.
A tieup was effected with the Long Is-
land Reilroad, and that company’s band
preceded the comedian on a parade from
the Atlantic Avenue Statfon to the the-
ater Specfal circulars were glven to
each railroad ticket buyer announcing
Cook’s appearance at the Albee, and
cards were carried in the trains coming
gxto and going out of the Brooklyn sta-

on,

Saranac Notes

Keith Lundberg, who has been uhder
the care of the NVA for the last seven
months, leaves February 28 for his home
in New York to prepare to sail with his
mother for Stockholm, Sweden, where
he will join his sister and continue the
cure.

Charlie Quinn, who has been in bed
dor a few weeks with a ccld,\ expects to
be up and on exercise iIn' the near
future.

Andreas (Axel) Erving, the baritone
from Norway, and champion ski Jumper;
18 now on exercise. He has gained 35
pounds since his arrival last October.

Larry McCarthy is up and around
again after a slight setback. (All enjoy
Larry’s plano playing after meals at
the Lodge.

Gladys Bishop, of the Lodge, is turn-
ing out some very artistic leather tooling
while taking the cure. . .

"Black-Face” Russ Kelly is looking the
picture of health. He always has a
brand-new pun and leaves you smiling.

Ben Shaffer, "Our Big Ben”, is doing
nicely. He has permission to go to the
dining room for all his meals.

Bobble Hatz is elated since he recelved
word that his mother is back home after
_being syccessfully operated upon. Bgb-
bie has gained & couple of pounds; and
that smile of his which was missed has
returned.

Rose Marie Brady and Lorretta Nietzel,
after glving -skating exhibitions at the
Pontiac Rink here, left February 18 for
their home in Detroit.

A  birthday party wds ‘held last
Wednesday night for Cherrie Davison.
Many of the NVA guest patients
attended.

Eddie Voss, the former prop horse for
Flelds and Lewis, has just finished a
hand-tooled leather note-book cover for
his friend and pal, Jed Flanagan. A
work of art. £
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'r | VAUDE NOTES

ROLAND B. LIBONATI, Chicago theat-
ricel lawyer, visited New York last week.
He returned to the Windy City early last
week after calling on numerous vaude.
frlends in the East.

THE BON JOHN GIRLS, who recently

1t returned to the Loew Circuit, have been

routed on a string of Eestern dates and

are pla.ylng this week on a split between

the “ Plaza, Corona, and the Oriental,
Brooklyn. The Yates office is agenting.

HARRY HOWARD returned to Loew
1a5t week, splitting between the Bedford,
Brooklyn, and the Grand, Bronx, in his
familliar three-people comedy, Singing
and dancing act. Meyer North is the
agent.

DICK AN’D EDITH BARSTON showed
for Loew the last half of last week in a
new two-act at the Delancey, New York.
Other Fastern dates are likely.

THELMA DE ONZO, who returned to
Loew the first half of 1ast week at the
Victoria, New York, has been routed oyer
the Eastern houses of the circuit. .8he
is heading a four-people singing and
dancing fiash and is splitting this week
between the Orpheum and Lincoln
Square, New York, booked thru Jack:
Mnndel

Charley Moskowitz, who comes in closer
contact with’ Loew house managers than
any other officlal of the circuit, knows his
men. The house executives realize this,
and they like and respect him for it.
Sometimes Loew’s house meu get into hot
water, 2s managers do on other cironits,
and they are disciplined strictly, too. But
not one that we can think of hag ever
borne any personal bitterness toward Mos-
kowitz- as 'a result. This cannot .be said, °
unfortunately, for every Loew bnu in the
theater divlslon. :

———

W. H. GROH .and his Untrained
Hounds are showing for Loew this week
on a split between Yonkers and the
Delancey, New York. The animal act is -
sponsored by Groh and there is also an
unbilled assistant.

THE THREE ANY BOYS, who re-
cently showed for Loew, have been
booked for a tour of the circuit's vaude-
filmers.. The warbling trlo is playing
this last half at the National, Bronx.

GUS. MULCAHEY, harmonica and
dancing’ eingle, who recently played for
REKO, switched to Loew this week on a_
split between the Bay Ridge, Brooklyn,
and the Orpheum, New 'Ycrk. Other
dates are likely, N

\

SMITH BROTHERS, Scrappy Lambert
and Billy Hillpot on their birth certifi-
cates, have been booked by REO for the
first half of-next week in Yonkers, with
the following.first half at New Rochelle.
This' singing and comedy team, under

RICTON’S ROOHING HOUBES. '_ <
A chain of 17, Cincinnetl, O. City.Phons, Canal
;r]aw Permanent address, P. 0. BOX 108. ‘Cincin-

KRAMER STOCK COMPANY

Please write WELLER'S OPERA HOUSE,, 'l‘rentnn. .

Canada.

TAP DANCING ¥

"Home Study course Buck & Wing. Walts, Clog.*
Soft Shov. 3 for 85 Send 25¢ stambe for: url:lmi
Break and 'l'lme Step. Tap Music, 60c.

HARVEY THOMAS, 162 North State St.. CNM

WANTED—VAUDEVILLE
AND CIRCUS ACTS -

’ LEGION FROLIC. March 3rd-to 8th

Communicate with ALEX H. TUEPIN. Amencan
Legion, Richmond. Ky. * £ o

RERD TIIII'S LIST

ing ates
GRBBCO SANDALS, for Barefoot Dlncln‘.
in Blue, Green, Tan, Red, Black, $1
Grey' or Purple -
REHEARSAL EOMPERES, Pink and Wbll:.
Blne and White ‘or Yellow and 1
White Gingham., All Sizes,. )
MINSTREL S8UITS, All'Colors Sn(ull. Ful-
Iy _Lined, Tuxedo or Full Dress' (Special
color comblnntlons it Desired).
$1.95

Each
MINSTREL CHAIR COVERS, Sat-
een or Cretonne, All Colors. E:
NOTE—Fostage on above articles; 14o for
1. 20c for 2, 22c for 3.
Complete Catalogue on Request.

WAAS & SON

Z "South 11th St:, Philadelphla, Pa.

half for RKO in Newark.
., until recently featured in Eddie Leon-
. ard’s picture-house unit. J

L

Bill Poard
TAYLOR'S 1929-30

‘NEW MODEL TRUNKS

IN TWO COLOR COMBINATIONS—FOR MEN AND WOMEN

BEAUTIFUL, DURABLE, SPACIOUS, DISTINCTIVE, LIGHTWEIGHT

TAYLOR’S

WITH OPEN TOP, Full Size XX WARDROBE TRUNK
AN ACTOR’S TRUNK

BEND FOR OUR ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR.

115 West 45th Street, NEW YO
28 East Randolph Street, cmcnaé u.|..

$75.00

“ sMARDELIA DEE’ a
Wolverene Ranch Resort, Florissant, Colo.

DIO AND VAUDEVILLE STARS, ATTENTIO
An enchanting echo of the dreams of

RA
Here s the song you have been waiting for.

{remendous  success,”~—¥,

M. CRAWFORD, Director of Orchestra,

Nut.h and the

remembrances of age.
JEROME G. WITHAM Presents His New Ballad,

“MARDELIA DEE"”

A SONG FOR ALL TIME

By Mal, mda. 35n Per Copy.

omhulmtlm (15 Picces), 3o

JEROME G. WITHAM,

“‘MARDELIA DEE' a fine,
Galesburg, Kan. -

1 Copies

309 East 49th Strect, New York City

classical song."——JACK L. WALKER, Star of Walker Shaws,

N. B, C. management, are well known to
radio fans and those who still play vic-
trolas. They have also played in a num-
ber of talkie shorts. .

THE PEARSON BROTHERS, who were
slated for a Loew showing this last half
at’ the Delancey, New York, were taken
out late last week to be held for a later
showing date:

DAVE APOLLON; who recently stepped
out of Lew Leslie’s International Revue
and resumed for Fox the first half of
last week at the Academy, New TYork,
was held over for the last half also. ‘This
is sald to be the first time that an act
has been held over at that house, nor-

mally a split-weeker.

RHYTHM TAPS, a new dancing act, is
glated for a Loew showing the last half
of next week at the Boulevard, Bronx.
Other Bastern dates are likely. .

CARL RANDALL ‘and Virginia .-Watson
have returned to the RKO fold. Agented
by M. S. Bentham, they were boked into
Mount Vernon the first half of this week,
with further dates to follow.

ROBERT EMMETT KEANE and Claire
Whitney are scheduled for 8t. Louls next
week. They are current at.the Palace,
Chicago, having played the Palace, New
York, the week previous. Keanhe was re-
cently featured in Sweet: Adeline, while
Miss Whitney (Mrs. Keane In private
life) was a movie somebody not g0 long

ago.

ROBITA MORENO is penciled -in for
the Palace, Chicago, next week, with a
week at the Palace, Cleveland, to follow.
She is now playing the ace house in New
York with a new dance flash, -

AL BAYES and Harvey Speck are back
in vaudeville, having opened this first
They were

The fnl thinking miss installed in the
outer office of what is conceded to be the
busiest indie booker on Broadway takes |

lenigd of abuse for her weekly simoleons.
ght only does she take down the mames
‘ and phone numbers of every act coming
into the office (sometimes as hizh as 300 a
day), but she also listens to the insults of
“certain of them who are told that the
booker i3 too busy to see them. One turn-
down waxed heatedly at her the other day,
but he changed his tune, when the booker
‘came out to inquire into the rumpus. He
retained his suddenly acquired meekness
when told there wasn't ‘s matinee open.

- LUCILLE Bmon gecretary .to
Thomas Fitzpatrick, RKO agent, spent

all of last week in Lakewood, N. J., re-
covering from a breakdown. 8he is back
at her desk now as cheerful as ever.

HARRY W. REINERS is now doing the
advance publicity for the Godino Twins,
having replaced Frank Braden.

VANCE AND ELINOR are heading a
six-people dance fiash. They opened for
RKO at the Prospect, Brooklyn, the first
half of last week. Rose & Manwaring
are agenting the act.

HAYDEN AND CHESTER GIRLS, as-
sisted by Helen Windsor and Arthur
Bourban, played their first date for REKO
at the State, Jersey City, this first half.
Franklyn Graham is their personal repre-
sentative.

' SHERR BROTHERS and Bert Tucker
are scheduled to open” ror RKO soon in

" .
a new dancing act., Les and Lew 8herr
are quite w, k. for their hoofing, as 18
Bert Tucker, who is Sophie's son, among
other things.

‘SIX FRANKLINS opened at the Hamil-
ton. New York, this first half in what
they bill ag a Revusical Fantasy. This 1s
their first date for RKO. Nat Sobel is
agenting.

The traditional open-door policy of the
© Hippodrome, New York, now passe. In
former days a whlsp:ring ot something nn-
der one's breath not unlike the Syrian or
Arabic was enough to get a nervy news-
paperman thru the guarded portals. Now,
unless the duly signed pasteboards are
fiashed the moochers have to undergo a
eross-examination by one of the man-
agers before parking in one of, the plush
seats, And that examination makes Clar-
enoce Darrow’s grilling talents appear like
child play.

ATTREE’S FLASHES OF 1930, a 10-
people company, showed for RKO the
first half of last week in Yonkers. This
is a dancing and singing revue with
eight fems and two males,

RUTH HOWELL and Partner. were In
the Pranklin this first half on a showing
for RKO. They are subbilled as the
Premier Aertalists and were booked
direct,

BARR AND DAVIS, mixed comedy
team, replaced Carleton znd Ballew at
the Victoria, New York, the last half of
last week, The latter team fiopped.

WILLIAM A. KENNEDY, Irish-Ameri-
can tenor, opened for RKO the last half
of last week at the Prospect, Brooklyn,
being booked direct. He was a feature of
the Yorkville Radio Hour. Jack Cohen
assists him at the plano,

VENITA GOULD, who was too ill to
play the Metropolitan, Brooklyn, last
week, continues for Loew this last half
at the Gates, Brooklyn. 8She is scheduled
for the Willard, Woodhaven, the first
half of next week. Miss Gould recently
completed a string of RKO dates.

VAUGHN COMFORT, JR., son of the

‘well-known tenor, played his first date

for RKO at the Prospect, Brooklyn, the
first half of last week. He is billed as
the "Youthful American Tenor™.

FAIRBANKS, HALL AND BURGETTE

opened for REO last week on a split be- *

tweén the Franklin, ‘Bronz, and the
Prospect. Brooklyn. The two males and
fem. present a muslcal skit titled You
Tell Her. They are agented by Roger
Murrel, :

5 -

HAZEL LEE and her Flashy Steppers
showed at the Franklin, Bronx, the first
half of last week for RKO. Jeff Davis is
agenting this dancing and singing turn.

BIGSON HERBERT and Gus Robey, in

an act subbilled as Intelligent Nonsense,
openied for RKO this first half in Mount
Vernon, New York., Milt Simon is their
agent,
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The Neely Jingle

You can buy this Jln(le from any
dealer selling Theatrical Goods, or
you can get them all ready in Qhe wn
grades of Dancing Shoes. M

any address on rer.eipt of $1. on Sand
fof circular. Mads only by O. D.
NEELY, Crystal Lake, Il

HIGH-CLASS MEN'S HANDKERCHIEFS,
$1.25 PER DOZEN

Actors and Performers. Attentiont
manufacturers to you. Men's Faney
or Wmte Satin ~ Striped Handkerchiers o( hilh
(count combed vyarn sent to you C. O. D. money
in advnuce at $1.25 per Dozen. Retail. vnlue. $3.00.

en D.. 15¢ added. Money back if not satis-'
fied. MANCHESTER HANDKERCRIEF IIIFG. co., &
1024 48th Street, Brooklyn, N, Y,

%

Ditect trom '
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Wanted Stock People .

Small Cempany, to mlb tm one or two Acts, Sketoties
sround 45 minu

'WELLER’S OPERA HOUSE
TRENTON, ONT., CAN,

TAP SHOES
$D.95

‘Without Taps Attached,

TAPS
30¢ per pr.
Sold in lolsof
[ pairs mh

All orders C. O. D-
Money refunded if dlsnﬁsﬂed.

BROOKS SHOE MFG. CO.

Dept. B, Swanson and Ritner, Phila, Ps.

JUST OUT

McNally's N[]
Bulletin

PIIIGE ONE DOELAR PER COPY

LLECTION of NEW, BRIGET

M.
vaudeville stage use, embracing everything
s performer requires, no matter what sort
nt an u:t mnnn logue, parody, fill-in bits he
need. Notwithstanding that McNaliy's
nnllnlln No. 15 is blu’vr

Can ., It o
lg-edne ,Ilp-to-dlh
Comedy Material

18 SGIIEAMING MONOLOGUES
Each one a positive hit. All kinds, in-
cluding Hebrew, Irish., Nut, Wop. Kid,
Temperance, Black and Whiteface, !'emnlu.
Tramp, Dufch and Stump Speech.

10 ROARING ACTS FOR TWO MALES

Bach act an applause winner.

9 Original Acts for Male and Female
‘They will make gcod on any bifl

§4 SURE-FIRE PARODIES

On all of Broadway's latest song hits,
GREAT \!EIITRII.DQUIST ACT

Entitled '"I'M NO DUMMY.” It's a riof.

nog‘-‘umne ucr FOR TWO FEMALES

act is a 24-karat sure-fire hit.

RATTLING }mo‘. QUARTETTE
an
IllllcE SPECIALYY ACY

cal, humorous and rib-tickling.
l GHAIIAGTEII COMEDY SKETCH
It's & scream from start to finish,

A TABLOID COMEDY ANO BURLESQUE
Bright, breezy and bubbles over with wit.
10 MINSTREL FIRST-PARTS
With side-splitting ickes and gags.
MENALLY'S MINSTREL OVERTURES
Complate with opening and closing choruses.

GRAND MINSTREL FINALE 3

Will keep the sudience yelling for maove.
4l MONOB

Everyone a suredﬂrn hit.
HUNDR

of Jack orou-rlu Jokes and Gm

JANE MOORE and Billy Revel, c« dy
dance team, are scheduled to open for
REO shortly. They are subbllled The
Jesters of Dance.

BUDDY SHERMAN and Company have
been booked into the, Bushwick, Brook-
lyn, this last half for their first RKO
date. Sherman is assisted in this com-
edy, dancing and singlng act by Peggy

(S¢e VAUDEVILLE NOTES on page 88)

BESIDES
Ot.het useful theatrical comedy materisl.
IIBNALLYB BULLET[N No.

Remember,
115  Doliar il
Nos. '3, 10, 1L, 1. 13,
guar.

send you Bullet!
14 anﬂ 15 for $4. 00. with money-back

antee.
WM. McNALLY
81 East 125th Street, New York

PRI
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Billboard

NEW ACTS

Reviewed in New York

Harry Carroll

With Maxine Lewis and Eddie Bruce

Reviewed at the Palace. Style—Singing,
dancing and comedy. Setting—In one
and full stage (special). Time—Forty-
eight minutes.

Harry Carroll knows how to pick them
and he knows how best to use them.
That is why he has liere, in this com-
bination of two aocts, something that
might have its ups and downs but gets
there in the end. Whatever be the pros
and cons of this latest vaudeville efiort
of the composer-producer. it strikes us
that the running time is unwieldy. A
cut of about 10 minutes from the
heavier offering, billed as Harry Carroll's
Revuette, would fix matters up very
nicely.

In Maxine Lewis, whose wow delivery
has been heard around these parts often
before, Carroll has a little lady who can
be depended upon to stop shows for him
on any date and at any show. The case
of Eddfe Bruce, juvenile comedlan, is
somewhat different. Bruce Is the real
stuff; Iin a few seasons from now (for
‘all we know) -RKO may point to him
as another of the ''great stars who have
made thelr start in vaudeville”. But
Bruce's material is not evenly com-
mensurate with his comic talents. Ken
Murray, whose $tyle is not unlike that
of the lesser figure, was a rlot from the
beginning because he had corking ma-
terial the first time at the plate.

Possessed with looks, dynamic person-
ality and a myriad of lttle tricks that
go toward making great comedians out
of naturally ‘clever boys, Bruce sort of
falls below the line once in awhile by
using gags that shoulq have been em-
balmed at the time galoshes lost thelr
novelty. Yet there are spots in the

‘midst of Bruce’s hasty entrances and

exits that are really very funny and
original. Bruce needs a few sessions of
expert coaching and an “In“ with a boy
who writes good materlal. After that
you nad better start hunting for this
lad with a pen and a contract. And
then try and get him.

To return to Maxine Lewis. She's a
corker, as Milton Charleston says-of his

_best gal. Maybe the impresarios hang-

ing around the Met. will give her the

cold shoulder, but that's no reason why

WRIPIEN, STAGED,
ACT s NEW MATERIAL FOR OLD ACTS.
Spectal Numbers Furnished.

PRANNO PRODUCTIONS

145 West 45th Street, NEW YORK.

;- BECOME A LIGHTNING
= TRICK CARTOONIST
Y 31,00 for Snappy Program of 23
COMIC  TRICK DRAWINGS. with
!mtructlunl CATALOG FREE.
BALDA ART SERVICE. D-2. Oshkosh, Wisconsin,

Played by
Anyone
at Once

Latest
Music

PROFESSIONAL SIZE
PHLETS F

GHAS PITTLE & 00

Music Dept.,
NEW BEDFORD, MASS.

A Remarkable
- " Value!

s [$4,:60

Here's a marvelous Slipper done in
Pink or White Canvas that's' hard to
tell from Satid. has C

PRINCESS

Y v

Under Personal Supervision of DOC,

A CHANCE OF A LIFETIME. AN ATTRACTION OF MERIT,

ONN

‘“Psychic Wondei-"

For Open Dates write BOX 50. Station G. New York ‘city.

BOOK

| ¥

This Week at
Loew’s State, N. Y. C.

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS’
JUST FINISHED THIRD PUBLIX UNIT

JUE FONG

DISTINGUISHED CHINESE TENOR
Direction of
Johnny Hyde, Wm: Morris Agency

BOOKINGS

we can’t put her down on our record
as the possessor of one of the most pleas-
ing warbles in vaudeville. When she
gives a number the business it's a great
number, even if it falls flat in the grip
of a less talented sihger.

For about 11 minutes Carroll is out
“in one” with Miss Lewis, he at the
piano and she in raiment that is not
very tastily designed. Before several
mirthful interruptions by the mobile
Bruce, she does warbles of the choruses
of several famillars from the Carroll
pen. Among these are Chasing Rain-
bows, By the Sea and Blue Ridge Moun-
tains of Virginia. Her What Do I Care
made the other creditable bits seem like
burlesque speclals. Maxine Lewis doing
a show without this number is llke Ted
Lewis without his tattered hat.

The “revuette” idea brings forth seven
clever misses who work in and out of
the comedy-sequenced cycle of special-
ties in ensembles, duos and singles. Al-
most every one a beaut, and 100 per cent
smart. Miss Lewis gets several innings
in this session and appeals particularly
in a plantation scene with the ensemble
as background as she aings a battery of
numbers of proven, value. These she
sings to ¢ gal in mammy makeup, the
latter topping off the scene with a
display of her leviathanic size in some
brand or another of stepping. Thruout
the revue procedure Bruce offers mirth-
ful bits in concert with Carroll or Miss
Lewis, and even with both. A very neat
finale is led by Miss Lewis. If Harly
is reasonable about dough he can play
the whole time with this and do well by
his bookers. E. E. S.

Meehan and Shannon

Reviewed at the Franklin, Bronz.
Style—Comedy, singing and dancing.
Setting—In one and full (specials).
Time—Twelve minutes.

The standard bearers are assisted by
the Tracy Sisters in a skit that will be
highly amusing when the greem spots are
ripened. When caught at this break-in
date there were a number of faults that
can easily be corrected.

The fem. team are excellent hoofers,
while Frank Meehan and Eileen Shannon
are pleasing in their comedy bits. A
burlesque love scene between Cleopatra
and Marc Antony, preceded by a fast
dance routine by the damsels, was an
especially noteworthy comedy bit and

“could be further bullt up by a little

cutting. Both the leads are blessed with
pleasing personalities, besides an
ahundance of good looks. and are falrly
apt in working up laughs. Any male
whose heart doesn't skip a beat on spot-
ting Miss Shannon in an Oriental cos-
tume is a coward.

The sisters are pretty enough to hold
interest while Miss Shannon is off and
received well-earned applause for their
tap routines. The standard bearers fin-
isli with a duo of Oh, Baby, and bowed
oft to & great hand when caught here.

J. 8.

Wright and Merrill

eyer been able to produce so excellent
a Slipper for so little. Alse in Pink
or Waite Satin, or Patent Leather at
$6.80. Dyed to match Sample, $1.00

Extre. Producers write for quantity
Catalogue upon reqlest.

prices.

MAIL OCRDER, RETAIL STORE
838 Tth Ave.,
(At 54th Street)

New York City

riment
338 W. 52d St.,
New York City

X

Reviewed at the Franklin, Brong.
Style—Comedy and singing. Setting-—
In ome. Time—Twelve minutes.

Sam Wright is billed as having writ-
ten the material he is using with Mar-
guerlte Merrill. It is bad enough he
has to do it without boasting about
it. Classified as a singing skit with a
comedian and a prima donna, Wright
steps out of character by belng totally
unfunny, while his femme partner de-
livers one song in excellent fashion.

The skit concerns a two-timing hus-
band and a vociferous wife. She dis-
guises herself and waits on a park bench

for him and then allows him to go on
the make for her without disclosing her
identity. The plot is old, but the gags
aren't—they’re just bad. ‘During the
course of & heavy line of love chatter
from the male, the damsel discloses her
identity, but this isn’'t punched suf-
fictently to get a laugh. There's some-
thing all wrong with their delivery.
The only redeeming feature about this
turn is Miss Merrill's corking sound box
and she would enhance the act a great
deal were she to sing more and slice the
ocomedy almost completely. Got a poor
hand when caught here. J. s.

Morley Sisters

Reviewed at Loew's Gramd,” Bromnr.
Style---Singing and comedy. Settirnty—
In one. Time—Twelve minutes.

The reunited Morley Sisters, Dorothy
and Alice, are just as effective, if not
more 50, 85 when they were apron-mates
a number of seasons ago. While sepa-
rated, Alice got along nicely as a single
and Dorothy did a two-act with Al
Anger. It's good to see these generous-
ly proportioned blues-singing mamas
back again, for they are as perfectly
matched as a pair of gloves. They look
alike and probably tip the scales about
the same. Their voices and personali-
ties have the same splendid effect either
in solc or duo numbers. They are still
using the high-yaller makeup.

Their warbling is the mainstay of the
turn, and the pipes of these buxom gals
are big end tuneful. The lttle chatter
that they go in for is okeh, but it’s
simply the delivery and not the gags
that makes it salable. They launch
the act with Dizie Jamboree. All the
numbers, except one, are of the darky
type. The other duo songs are At the
End of the Road and Don't Be Coi-
legiate. One solos with neat singing of
Sympathetic Dan, while the other is
spotted on her own in a fast bit of tap
dancing—for a girl of her weight.
Deuced on a four-act show here, and
polled hot and heavy returns. Act buy-
ers can’t go wrong in booking them.

S, H.
i

Bernard and Squire
Revibwed at Locw’s Lincoln Square.
Style—Comedy and singing. Setling-—
In one. Time-—Fouricen minutes.
Bobby Bernard and Luise Squirc were
caught by this reviewer a shott while
ago at onc of the downtown indie houses
under the namc of Bell and Manning.
They veceived as good, i{f not a better,
reception here in the trey spot. Their
routine of sure-fire chatter and hokum,
interspersed with comedy wrestling and
mugging panto., put them high on the
laugh scoreboard. Bernard poses as aI
amorous Yid. Lothario, and- carries on a
riotous {flirtation with the aftractive
and shapely Luise, who was formerly
teamed with Bert Gordon in a two-act.
Bernard registers  strongest on his
panto. and peculiar lisping dialect, and
rates Al as a laughgetter. Miss Squire
has a pleasing soprano delivery, but
sings only twice during the routine. She
works in several form-revealing gowns.
She handles her role of straight effec-
tively, and radiates personality. Their
routine comprises much of the trled and
true hokum, but is handled in an origi-
nal! manner. Offering is subbilled It,
and stresses the s. a. strongly but inof-
fensively. They use rough-and-tumble
tactics, and got heavy pguffaws with it.
They do one song-response number, Oh,
What 1 Could Do To You, and Miss
Squire opens and closes the routine with
operatic paraphrases. Went over big
here and could do as weil most any-
where they play. C. G. B.

o

69 USED WARDROBE TRUNKS,
£10.00 Up. All In first-class condition. Write for
Descriptive Oircular, H. & M. TRUNK C©O., 810
Washington Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

ACT PLAYS, TABS. WRITTEN,

E. L. GAMBLE
Playwrizht,

SCENERY

Diamond Dye, Qil or Water Colors and Draperies,
SCOHELL SCENIC STUDIO, COLUMBUS, OEIQ.

PHOTO REPRODUCTIONS
8x10 Lobby. $8.00 per 100, two poses. Complete
Price List No 21 free. BECKER, 311 8. Elsle Ave,,
Davenport, la.

WANTED, 5000 THEATRES

To rent the world s most beautiful Stage semnsn
for Special Gala Occasions of any nature.
AMELIA GRAIN, Phliladelphia. Pa,

WIG MAKE-UP

BEARDS

FREE \CATALOG

F. W. NACK 38 So. Etate 8t;

CHICAGO, TLL.

ACTS, PLAYS, TABS, MINSTRELS

Big Minstrel Show, $5; Big Comedy Collection, $3;
24 Parodies and Recitations. §1; Acts, 1 Mono!o s,
S Sketches, §3; Tabs.. $3; Bits, §3; o
Blackouts, $3: Radio Comedy Collenuun. $3
of all kinds. Big lists.

E. L. GAMBLE, Playwright
EAST LIVERPOOL, O.

VENTRILOQUISM

Learn this mysterious art. Hear man on roof, un-
der floors, out window. etc. The real art as

by the ancients to fool subjects. Give xnands thrm,
hearty laugh. Taught 10 lessons. MARIE GREER
MACDONALD. 2828 Madison, Chicago.

MADISON’S BUDGET No. 20

1s the comedy fountain from which foremost
comedians draw their laugh supplies. Price ONE
DOLLAR. All back issues out of print excapc No.
18, which also costs $1. JAMES MADISON, 988
Lexington Ave., New York.

SLIP COVERS

For Theatres. Convention Halls, Auditoriums, etc.

HENRY] LEWIS

5316 Church Avenue., Brooklyn, N. ¥. Telephond,
Lonjsitana 93855,

P‘lws

(WE MANUFACTURE TO ORDER ONLY)

PROPERTIES, SCENERY,
NOVELTIES, PAPIER MACHE
No Catalogs

MID-CITY STUDIOS
14 South Halsted St., CHICAGO, ILL.

YOU NEED THIS
New Catalog containing everything mnecessary in
attractive MATERIALS. TRIMMINGS and NOVEL-
TIES for the making of THEATRICAL COS-
The little extras necessary to complete
the effect are also included. Nothing imissing.
From style book and patierns to the complete out-
fit. Send for application card. Catalog free.
OLFF. FORDING & COMPANY
46 Stuart Street, -Mass.
sttrlbutgrs of WELDON'S STAGE BOOKS and

W Theatre

Musical Comedy, Talking FPlc-
tures, ‘Vaudevills, Singing, st.retch-
ing. Limbering and Atroba
own Theatre assures New York ‘p
earance. Stressing placements and Stage

Personahny Pupils: Mary Piokford, Lee Tracy
‘Fred and Adtle Astaire and others. . ALVIENE
B'UI#DX THEATRE, €6 West 85th 8¢.,

NOW READY!
THE CASPER'S

1630 ENCORE

PRICE: ONE DOLLAR

GREATEST COMPENDIUM OF COMEDY
IN THE WORLD. = CONTAIN

27 - MONOLOGUES
ACTS /AND PARODIES

55 WITOLOGUES
18 MINSTREL (5.

PARTS

4 THeENE*NOVELTIES
GLORIOUS MINSTREL FINALE

~ MUSICAL COMEDY
TABLOID AND BURLESQUE

HUNDREDS OF JOKES & GAGS

ALSQ Other Sparkling Comedy Burprises.

Don't forget, the price of CASPER'S EN-
CORE §s only ONE DOLLAR, and your dol-
lar will be cheerfully refunded if you are
not entirely satisfied. Send orders to

JAY CASPER
511 East18th St.. New York
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Ann Penningion
-—With—
Jack Pettis and Victor Orchestra

Reviewed at the Pulace. Style—Danc-
ing and band novelty Setting -— Full
stage. Time——Twent;L_eiyht minutes.

Ann Pennington is valuable to vaude-
ville in the “name" angle considerably
more than her ability as a dancing ar-
‘tiste. Miss Pennington deserves feature
billing at the Palace and any other
vaude. house on the map because most
of the present generation remember her
as & musical comedy and revue some-
body long before talkies came in to jug-
gle values. If they omitted the Penning-
ton billing and put this on as' a band
act, using a girl dancer by the name of
Whoozis, there would be no reasonable
basis for a squawk. As a dancer who
sets the vogue In routines and as one
who makes them sit up and take notice,
Miss Pennington has outlived her day.
But 26 THE Ann Pennington, who has
beenn & “name” -since the present cfop
. played hookey from kindergerten, she is
good for business and entertainment for
a long time to come. The petite dancing
star knows her special type of dancing
and can always be depended upon to
sell it with characteristic showmanship,
but if they know what’s good for them,
RKO had better lay off trying any Pen-
nington contests as exploitation stuff for
the act. Most of the Pennington imi-
tators we have seen can give the original
e mighty hard fight. Judging from this
.act, Miss Pennington holds the same
place in dancing as Eva Tanguay in
singing. One responds favorably to both,
but not solely out of respect to their
specialty talents.

Thie. act is apparently staged with an
idea of keeping Miss Pennington as
much in the background as possible.
This tay or may not be a good idea.
After all, on the stage cards it's “Ann
Pennington”—and nothing else. Jack
Pettis has a pretty good band of 14
pleces. The boys play melodiously and
use good arrangements. They fall down,
however, in comedy, which they don't
attempt too much, but the little is far
more than enough. Their version of
Singing in the Bathitub takes the cake
for being the unfunniest comedy bit by
a band we have seen done at the Palace
this season. A touch llke this here and
there pulls down the appeal of what
might otherwise be a great act. Miss
Pennington’s three routines are unclas-
sifiable in that all of them bring ow the
familiar features of her quakes and
quivers, which have been termed vari-

ously as Charleston, Black Bottom and -

Pickin’ Cotton. If you tch only her
feet you'll never learn ‘anything -ebout
Miss Pennington’s style of dancing.
Difficult to gauge the real.reception
of the act here since Phil Baker, on his
third week as m. c., walked on at the
bows and did some appealing clowning
and melody business with Miss Penning-
ton. For this they drew a very neat
hand. . E. E. 8.

WANTED, MEDICINE PERFORMERS

A-1 ‘Novélty or Musical Team. man and wife. One
must double Piano. Halls now, platform later,
Address BOX 383. 8t. Cloud. Minn.

IRON WROUGHT STAND

with Filling of
Artificial Flow-
ers, Dracena
Plant, Ivy
Vines, etc.,
complete, as
jllustrated,

$4.50 ea.

Write for copy
of our Spring
Catalogue
No. 5 with il-
lusirations~ in
colors of Ar.
tificial  Flow-
ers, Plants,
Trees, Vines,
Hanging Bas-
kets, etc., for
Theatre, Hotel,
Store and
Home .Decore-
tions. Mailed
Free on . Re-
quest,

No. 5149A.

FRANK NETSCHERT, Inc,

61 Barclay St., New York, N. Y.

Billbbard

Dan cing ﬂals

step)—glove

nmng fiexible, Wisconsin 0761,
ting

e. Aluminum tipe.

244 WEST 42D STREET,
NEW YORK,
Catalog on Request.

The “Perfect”
and
*Noi-z-less’

THEATRICAL, " ; =
FOOTWEAR /

TU-WA' Wovn by ﬁ“ leading :l:l:e |

BEE & SALEY i 1o
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Useful Tent Peopls, Pianist dou.
WANTED o e e et Trumm'
with Specialiy. 8am Prazer. wire. DRAYTON
TENT SHOW, Blackwell. Tex.

EDICINE PERFORMERS,
Must ba able to cut-it. Play own stufl, No m:k-

N v.  Slippers protection

"__at the arch.

WANTED FOR BIG TENT THEATRE

Playlns cities trom 50,000 population up, high-class Agent who
spapers; Banner sallcl or who can sell, Vaudeville Acts, Thri

ling city n
wm: vaudevllle experlence. Girls w

sured. State lowest.

ct,
youth and personality to work in bi Presenmtlon ‘Act.
photos, full ducrlpuonAdhoight md weight. We furnish transportation and gm
e85

is close contractor and capable of

Snug, ets. J. CLARK, 1318 Evans, Ft.
perfect TEX“-
WANTED

Organized Medicine Shows. to sell J. H. Q. Reme..
dies. Speclal inducements. Write at once. J, u.i
G. MEDICINE CO., 1624 Peabody Ave., Dallag, Tex.

Wanted Medicine People

Sigh
Send
Long season 8&-

JOHN HANLY, P. O. Box 510, Charleston, W. Va.

kinds. Also good Office Worker. Wil :ﬁﬁ
r Tent or will buy if in
shape and cheap.

CHAS. BERKELL
215_Daver Court, DAVENPORT, IA.

PLAYING LOEW'S
NOW (WEEK OF

THANX MR. LUBIN — THANX MR. SCHENCK
For Our Most Enjoyable and Successful Tour of
Loew Theatres

Charles and Lillian Gerard

STATE, N. Y. C.
FEBRUARY 22)

JERRY AND
JOSEPHINE MARTIN

ORIGINATORS OF NOVEL IDEAS
PLAY"IG PALACE THEATRE,
- NEW YORK CITY, NOW—Week Feb.22

WANTED—For Med. Show, Comedians, Bingers,
Dancers, Teams, Specialties. Comedlan who knows
and can produce bits, 4 or 5-?ince hot Orchestrs.
Must read. State all you do, if doudle instrument,
Money sure. No tickets, Open st once.

HALL. Clinton and Exchange Avs., North P,
Worth, Tex.

BRUNK'S COMEDIANS
WANT

B.
Must read. Tell
UNK,  Cen. 1.

Young
O. Trumpet or Eeeds m‘eterrad
it all ddress HEN BR
Wichita, Kan. smon enens March 18,

QUICK—Peonle | 11 3t with
WANTED Soecialties. tu: '1":1:1a id ngck to

open immediately. Must be able to do script bills.
Youth. wardrobe and apnearance essential. Wire
or write BEECHER BRISTOW. care Eristow The-
atre. Maud, Okla. .

VWANTED
. TWO HIGH-POWERED LECTURERS

ust be rood for Heslth. Beeds. double Mind-
R!adinR Act. for store rooms. ~round Work,
Wire quickly, . M DUNCAN, Blﬂ Nlnl:h 8t Ni
W.. Washington, D.

Kennedy Sisters

WANT for the coming tent season, Heavy Man,
doubling Ttgempet or Trombone in Orchestra, 8slc

ROSITA MORENO

Famous Spanish Dancer, Late of “Pleasure Bound”
With

PACO MORENO and JllSE MARICHE cviotor stare)
HERNANDEZ TIPICA PI]HTI] RICAN ORCHESTRA

{Recorder for Victor Records)
Playing PALACE THEATRE, New York City, Now
(Week Feb. 22) '
Personal Manager RALPH FARNUM

R. K. O. Representative HARRY WEBER

Cat- Club,

 BABE

and

Hollywood

Back.on Broadway Again

After a marvelously successful European tour, receiving acclaim of audiences
in elgven countries, an extended engagement in the, world-famous Kit

Playing Palace Theatre, New York City, Now (Week February 22)

London.

EGAN

Her

Red Heads-

Routed R-K-O—Direction of FRANK DONNELLY, Bart McCue ; Office.

Would Amend
Agency Bill

NEW YORK, ¥eb. 24.—Theatrical In-
terests bound together in an effort to
have certain sections rewritten of the
new employment agency bill, pending in
Albany, are reported having appreciable
,success in their undertakings. The bill
would repeal certain sections of the laws
of 1909, which give the Munigcipal License
Bureau its rights to function, and place

this authority under the direct snper-
vision of the State.

Legal experts enlisted in the cause o!
the theatrwal interests affected by the
proposed law are showing legislators the
inequitable angie of placing booking of-
fices in the same category as labor em-
ployment agencies. An amendment may
be written into the pending law intro-
duced in the respective houses by Sensator
Thomas F. Burchill and Assemblyman
Samuel Mandelbaum, recognizing this
distinction. It is contended that & book-
ing office does not act as a labor con-
tractor, but brings about a contract be«
tween two independent contractors.

Representative, Lee Stewari—Lew Mosely, Associate. | 2 ute. No tfiokots uniose L tosw vau. - Besn
3‘;"‘ m many times. 408 North Sth 8t., Dun-
ALLbe o T THE McLAINS.

Feature Novelty Acis.
BOB—Contortion, Trapeze, Trick and Fancy Rop-
ing. Magic. Buek Dancing, Comedian, Parts as cash
Age, 35. welght, 145; 5 ft., 8. MAHOARET—BI\ISG
Singer, Character Comedienne. Mindreading, Parts
a8 out Age, 25; welght, 135; § {t., 4. Also change
owlas for week. wo big_Street Am‘acu ns tor

. A-1 modern wardrobe. both o
Ovor 2,500 1bs, baggage. Drive 1929 Oukll.nd Se-
dan, with iraller for transporting baggage. Jewell,
Kan.. week February 24.

THEATRE

(MOVING PICTURE)

For Sale or Lease

Location. this city. = Fully equipped.
Beating 400.

M. W. Duckering

136 Fifth Ave., North. ST. PETERSBURG. FLA.

WANTED--MAN

For Assistant Director with Scrints, Man Plano
Player, Man for Toby Parts. Man for Leads.
‘Those who double Orchestra Snecialties or other-
wise useful preferred.

J. J. JENNINGS
TENT THEATRE

SANTA CRUZ. CALIF.

A GOOD

MUSICAL TABLOID

SHOW

Can Get the Money
CRAWFORD THEATRE

El Paso, Texas

Will Furnish Theatfe Complete for
10% of Gross.

Wire C. P. CRAWFORD, -
Gayety Theatre,
St. Louis, Mo.
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VAUDEVILLE REVIEWS

New Palace, Chicago

(Revtewed Saturday Afterncom, Feb. 22)

° One of the best-balanced bills seen

here In many moons, with just one sour

note—a ""dumb” act that insists on be-
ing vocal. 1f this layout can’t please

‘em there's no hope. 'Slim crowd today,

but they should come when the word
. gets around. There was a realignment
of the program at the last minute, not
an act appearing as programed.

The male half of the Two Daveys;
opening act, is an excellent juggler and
got a fair hand on that, but his attempts
at humor are atrocious and immediately
classity the turn as small-time stutf.
The femme just a prop. 4

Joe Howard, writer of scores of song
hits, was spotted second and with Anita
Cage, late of A Night in Spain, as a
plant in the audience, went over with 2
bang with renditions of his own songs
and some later. Qnes, closing strong’ with
Old Man River and Step By Step.

Seldom has as pleasing & dance cre-
ation as that offered by Raye-Ellls and
LaRue been seen at the Palace In recent
years, the trio doing some marvelous
adagio work. First half very good, but
it is the feature number, Under the Sea,
that fully deserves thé biiling of “sen-
sational dance novelty”. In this the
girl is tossed about by the two men in
& -breath-taking manner, climaxing with
& beautiful topple from ah undersea
crag into the arms of one of the men.
The undersea effect 1s carrled out in
minute and realistic detail and the danc-
Ing 1s the acme of grace. Recelved with
tremendous applause. Irving Rose in
an eccentric dance bit also registered
solidly.

Harry- Delf, comedy single, came close
to being a show-stopper. His “soup”
.qnumber, burlesque classic - dance and
other clever character bits went big with
the customers and he finally had to beg
off.

Robert Emmett Keane was forced to
put on his sketch, The Faker, without
the ald of speclal scenery and costumes,
his trudks having falled to arrive. As-
sisting him were Claire Whitney, acreen
beauty, and George Sweet. Keane as a
spleler harangues upon the theme of
how to avold women, picturing In some
half-dozen scenes the wiles of woman
and offering for half & buck a book
gueranteed as an effectlve antidote for
them, only to fall' for the self-same
wiles {in the end. Sketch is a pip, packed
with laughs, and came near being a
show-stop.

Nan Halperin Is back with a brand
new act that departs radically from her
old vehicle, but goes. over just as big.
Pirst half deals with “shady ladies” of
history, with Cleopatra and what her
gseven vells stand for holding the center
of the stsge. Rowdy and plenty blue.
It went over only mildly, but the last
half, in which Miss Halperin is & hard-
bolled Harlem brownskin and rises to
dramatic heights in 2 cafe scene with
her “man”, was greeted with tremendous
applause.

Joe and Pete Michon, comedy acro-
bats supreme, followed Miss Halperin
and had the audience howling thruout
thelr act. The comedian of the duo
takes wonderful] falls and both the boys
are acrobatic marvels. '

In closing position Lieut. Gitz Rice
and hig Northwest Mounties presented a
cycle of very pleasing songs, geléing
particularly heavy hands on Mile. From
Armentieres and, Dear- Old Pal o’ Mine.
Dances by Gabrielle Tremblay added lit-
tle to the value of ‘the act.

NAT GREEN.

Fox’s Academy, N. Y.

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, Feb. 22}
This house is apparently doing its
best to get as much work as possible
out of its stagehands, Six full-stage
acts, four running in succession of each
other, out of & seven-turn layout, was
the muddling feature of the bill. Stage
walts were frequent and the entertain-
ment, at least a good part of i, was
mighty dull. It would just be another
case of homicide werc the booker of this
house to visit backstage some day.

The Enchantéd Forest opened the bill.
This dancing and singing flash was not
met with any too much enthusiasm by

¢ the half-filled house. Drew a meagey
sendoff.

£d Sherift and Company slipped into

The Palace, New York

{ Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, February 22)

It's not really a stralght vaudeville show at the ace house this week. Add an
ensemble, some scenery, and you have a revue that is as good and even as bad
as some of those the ticket aspecs. are hounding for cholce locations. ~The wise
mob 1is getting about 10 times its value In belly quaking, but there's enough
out-and-out dirt here to give the blue noses a scent that vaudeville needs plenty
cleaning up and plenty dirt left over to chase family patronage back Into the
street. This week the censorship Iid is offi—unless, of course, Elmer Rogers gets
busy and does something about it before the second sbow In today’s holiday
grind. ‘Ted Healy and his 10 associates are about three-quarters of the show, and
Healy 1s the chief offender.+ But that gorgeous comedian and his stooges ;had
them In the aisles, and maybe at the Palace laughs are more important than
keeping within the bounds of propriety. This Is & very irregular layout. Healy
and Fred Keating, who was to have been the m. c., but didn’'t emsee much, bob
in and out of spots as if they were Paul Ashing It at the Paramount, which also
helps one forgét, and freqiently to the advantage of the spectator, that he iIs
viewindg a show at the Palace. Some of the stuff they pulled here would have
been ruled out, even in script form, on the cheapest burlesque wheel. A show
Iike this, enjoyable tho it be, makes ohe wonder if vaudeville is' going nuts before
1t 1s measured for the pinewood box. »

JERRY AND JOSEPHINE MARTIN, who work for five minutes on a double
trapeze and end up with the male doing aerlal contorting, owe thelr spotting to
a last-minute change in the ruuning order, which took Babe Egan out of the
scheduled opening frame. The Martins cleared the hurdles with thelir very brief
but tastefully dressed acts

GRACE DORO, whom fate shoved up from the slated third spot, had a job
ahead of her irying to get a rise with her planistic novelty, She started rather
somnolently, but you have got to hand It to her the way she gradually stirred
them up with her comic impressions and her ceft tickling of the grand keyboard.
Just about missed a showstop In about the same routine as of old. Miss Doro
was preceded by Fred Keating, who did the clock stunt with a clean-cut juvenile,
dubbed the Great Alexander. Keating was very charming, but equally unfunny.

ARTHUR AND MORTON HAVEL did everything but Iliterally slay them in
that whopper of & Harry C. Greene farce, Ok, Uncle. The lowly family audlences
were in hysterics at the clever Ilnes and business in the beaut of a skit long

betore revue producers and Palace bookers caught on. The Havel boys are every-.

thing juvenile satellites should be, and Morton is panning out 25 a real comedian.
Arthur's comic talents are an old stcry. In thelr refreshing plece they afe
capably assisted by a pair of molls of contrasting complexions. This act was alsd
benefited with & magicalize. introduction by Keating. This time, however, the
suave 1llusionist explained that_ the arrival of- his effects was delayed, thus
forcing him to dig up the old ones. Keating did the over-rated canary bit and
sliding cord puzzlér at this viewing.

JIMMY SAVO didn't suffer one lota from belng spotted after the Havel skit.
They ovated the past msaster at panto. and pedalistic wit, and he delivered the
same routine that brought him show-stops before, and also this time. We must
add that the loose-hung Jimmy sings, and not half badly elther.

HEALY came out for his first session with his uncataloged stooges
without the ald of a stage-card announcement. You'd know it was the one and
only Healy by the pslm music at entrance. The boys served out belly-laugh
portions for six minutes, counting on ensuing tomfoolery to make up the shortage.

ROSITA MORENO, who was hurled Ihto a featured role in Pleasure Bound on
the strength of clicking here, stood out as the brightest represcntative of her’
sex In this layout. Mother nature hes indead smiled benignantly on this creature,
She hag heaps of beauty, in indescribable grace, dancing talent in profusion, and
a pair of pipes that are sweeter than honey. Her fathecr, Paco Moreno, helps slong
as a Latinized m. ¢., and even called up Phil Baker from & lower box for that very
funny bull-fight bit. Phil just finished three weeks here, and he's all plugged
out, which 13 one of the reasons why he was taking a sailor’s holiday on the
Palace stage. Jose Moriche does several Spanish numbers in & pleasing tenor, and
the nine-plece Porto Rican band holds up its end more than satisfactorily.

. TED HEALY 1is spotted again, this time for about half an hour in a typical
routine of Heslylsms. A wce miss, whom Healy called Eleanor Chickce, s bulilt
up into doing three stepping routines, and Healy finishes the inning himself with
some Jolsonesque clowning. He proved to be very effective here.

BABE EGAN AND HER HOLLYWOOD REDHEADS postponed their Palace
date 50 that they might work in with Healy and his ‘mob. Now we don’t wonder
why. The Egan act, whose full efféct we sensed at a recent famlly-house
date, gets a fair break In that the girls are on the stage for the whole second
half. They do their own pleasing ensemble and specialty numbers, and whea
not so engaged sdgve as band background for the laugh-packed cycle of nen-
gense, provided by the Healy contingent. Healy even uses the wrestling bruin
here. It is in this prolonged session that the comedy businéss proves most of-
fensive from & critlcal standpoint, but tears down thé house in laughs, 7The
camera blackout might do In a revue, but certainly not in vaudeville. Ken Mur-
ray’s lnsect exterminator might be used handily on many of the llngs, but what
are you going to do when this turns out-to be the funniest of acts ‘caught here
this season? FLIAS E. SUGARMAN.

repertoire of pop. selections,

the deucer with their acrobatics and
unfunny hoke. While thelr tumbling is
excellent, their comedy misses the mark.
The male quintet recelved a spattering
of applause.

Joe Rea and his Night Hawks took the
third position and grabbed & neat hand.
A nine-plece band, with Rea wlelding
the baton, and three cute fems: ‘cut up
entertainingly in this one. One of the
damsels, a looker if ever thére was one,
should sing and dance 2 little more
than she does.

Casa and Lehn made the fourth full-
stage act In succession. This one is
based around four cute lassles who want
to crash the movies with thelr singing
and dancing abilities. Caught once be-
fore by this reviewer, but much better
aow,, Most of the offensive punch lines
have been sliced. Rated & good hand
at the finish.

May Usher waltzed into number five
and garnered & good many laughs, which,
of course. was expected -of her.  Miss
Usher’s deseription of a number of

women ‘playing poker at a summer resort
is suretire. Her Yid. dialect is perfect.

James Barton took top honors for the
afternoon In the next-to-closing. = His
drunk bit' had them laughing continu-
ously and he encored with a ‘song and
dance. When Barton dances he stops
the show. He did it here. ¥

Tom Davies Trlo, two males and &
fem., working with two plants from-the
audience, whirl dizzily on motorcycles
around a saucer. It is guaranteed to
keep the patrons awake. Hardly & ripple
of applause when they bowed off.

How tired the stagehands must have
been when it was all over. There ought
to be a law. JOE SCHOENFELD,

Golden Gate, Frisco
(Reviewed Friday Evening, February 21)
The Alexander Sisters, three good-look-
ing girls, open the bill. Thelir best work
is dancing, altho they sing & little. The
blond member of the trie shines in.solo
footwork and &s & violinist, The other

two do tap ‘and apache numberg In good
style, but when they all work together
the unison is a perfect exposition of
what good tralning will do. Well-mer.
ited applause was the reward.

Ken Christy and Company, a mixed
foursome, offer a domestic comedy skit,
titled The Ez-Wife, which is good for
many ldaughs. Songs and footwork
mixed in ‘add to its entertaining fea.
tures.

Healy and Cross, the two fashions
plates, do & song turn, with one of them
at the plano. Their routine of volce
numbers Is good, and they offer a gen-
erous measure of comedy songs, all of
which got across for good returns.

Bldck and Sully, a pair of smooth-
working chatter comedians, title their
stuff A4 Talkie Without Film. They have
a line of wisecracks, some old, some new,
and excel in thé manner of putting them
over. The Block boy ls suavity litself
with personality plus, and at the close
Miss Sully does enough dance steps to
show she, could please as a footwork ar-
tiste.

Howard's Spectacle, an animal act with
dogs and ponies, put on by & man and
womean, who work alternately as ring-
master, closed. The act 15 sumptuously
mounted, the animals exceptionally well
trained and the act is presented in such
a finished manner as to make it highly
acceptable to both young and old.

E. J. WoOpD.

. . .
Albee, Cincinnati
(Reviewed Sunday Afternoon, Feb. 23)

John Elliott and his Georgia Peaches,
the latter consisting of eight pretty and
talented misses, usher in a fair program
with &\ semi-flash dance revue. There
are individual and group dance routines,
all of them ably executed. The turn
also features several pleasing novelty
ﬁumbers. Deserved & big hand and -got

Ryan and Noblette, man and woman,
the latter working zlong silly kid lines,
were accorded hearty applause at the
finish of thelr turn, altho the offering
may beiclassed as just ordinary. The act
has 1ts moments, but much of the ma<
terial is weak and many of the efforts
at comedy fell flat. The girl’s cute
manner of working took immense with
the crowd, and her work with a crying
song number met with athearty recep-
tion.  The male member also puts over
a vocal selection in good shape. A hoke
ganoe serves as a good getaway for the

uo.

Mildred Hunt, radio favorite, is seen to
good advantage in a pleasing offering
of song, in & radio studio baokground.
Miss Hunt runs thru an entertaining
all done
in & fine voice, and she is accorded able
accompaniment by Dorothy Samson at

‘the grand. Also assisting Miss Hunt are

two personable youths, billed as* Hum
and Strum, who harmonize on two cork-
ing comedy nymbers. Jean Paul King,
of "WLW, local station, handles all the
announcing. Accorded a hefty hand at
the end..

Harry Holmes, "The, Pessimist”, scored
handily with a string of laugh-packed
surprises, which he unloosed 'at inter-
vals thruout the rfuuaning time. The
act 1s refreshingly different from the
usual run of laugh sacts, even to the
finale. Instead of the conventjpnal get-
away number, Holmes, in a brief talk,
announcee that his act is decidedly dif-
ferent, even tho it may not be so good,
and that there really is no end to it
but that he is quitting right then and
there. This business clicked "with the
mob, and they tendered him -a' liberdl
and loud hand.

‘The Albee patrons are accorded a real
musical treat this week in thé form  of
Ben Bernie and his orchestra, a 14-plece
combination, with Bernie himself wield-
ing the baton. 'The Bernle crowd is
truly a versatile and entertaiging one.
and found it rather difficult to get
-away at the windup. Besldes knocking
out a keen brand of syncopation, the
Bernie band totes a mean string of vocal
specialists, chief of whom is Pat Ken-
nedy, an excellent baritone. Bernie’s
work with the baton is made especlally
pleasing by his clever clowning. As &
fingle, he steps into the pit to.lead both
lhis own and the house orchestra in a
classical selection. BILL SACHB.
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‘Main Streéet, Kansas. City.
(Revieted Saturday Afternoon, Feb. 22)
' Another long talkie attraction,' Hit the
peck, cut the vaudeville bill to four acts,
'yates.and Lawley, vocallsts, did not ar-
rive in time for the afternoon perform-
ance and thelr time was filled in by ad-
ditional bits from-the other three turns.

The Meyakos, a Jap.-trio, opened the
exceptional program with musical ahd
' gance humbers, the boy presenting the
musical numbers on his violin and uke,

paratus balanced on one boy's forehead
a8 the other performs his difficult and
breath-taking feats. Got a big hand.

" Jue Fong, a Chinese tenor with a big
load of personality, deuces it with a
corking repertory of semi-classical and
operatic voeéal selections. This lad s
headed for some big-time dates. Regis-
- tered a strong finishing hand.

Art Henry and -Company, mixed com-
edy team, put over a laugh-packed trey
spot routine which could easily hold
the next-to-closer on any other bill.

while tiie girl team offers a clever varlety” Clicked solidly with their routine of

of dancing. Their Jap. fan dance is.ex-
cellent. The finale is a tap dance by the
trio. An encore and continued applause
gent them off.

Ward and Van, Wwop musical comedians
_playing harp and filddle, kept the houge
in laughter with thelir offering, Of Key.

Thelr playing of popular numberg in a

sour key and.the difficulties encountered
by the fiddler in keéping his trousers up
fared well. . For an encore they offered
several legitimate numbers and scored
heavily. .

Joe Morris and Flo Campbell, assisted
by an unbilled girl and boy, in their pop-
ular sketch, Any Apariment,. put over
some comedy chatter that Is far above
the average. This farce deserved and re-

ceived & big hand. Morris and his male.,
asslst work from an upper box and, while -

much credit .and  honor are due Miss.
Campbell, Morris, the comic, drew most
of the dpplause.
. GREGG

WELLINGHOFF, -

St. Louis Theater, St. Louis
(Reviewed Saturday Evening, Feb. 22)

The vaudeville lineup here this week -

is one of only medi6cre caliber.

The De Méarcos, Antonio and Renee,
ballroom dancers, were in the opening
spot. 'This pair /has a neat routine of
dance numbers, the final one being the.
best in their repertoire. Antonio also
does” a single spectalty, which_ he styles
The Wobbly Walk. During the costume
changes of the pair, Rosg Vander Bosch
and Bobby Roth played several difficult
piano, duets. * The pretty hangings en-
hance this turn immensely. ’

Tyler Mason, in strong resonant voice,
sang several ballads, including I Need
Somebody To Luliaby Me, Rose of Plc-
ardy an’d The End of the Road. Be-
twixt, his singing, he told some stories,
some good .and some not so good. 'He
sppears~-in blackface. In the opihion of
this reviewer, he would score more de-
cisively -if he would stick to singing and
work “straight”, instead of as & comic.
E: got & big hand after each. song num-

T, . .

Harry Faber, Leta. Wales, Lew Lehr and
Nancy Belle have a comedy skit, cap-
tioned Woman Crazy..which got quite a
few laughs. A comedy.plot is woven
thru a. melange of comedy and singing
to good effect, combining to make good
entertalnment for 20 minutes,

S8am Summers and Estelle Hunt, in
After tHe Ball, brought forth chuckles

the audience ag 'soon as they
stepped 'on the stage, due to their make-
up and diffefrence in heights! The "di-
minutive Miss Hunt is clever and has &
good partner in the elongated Summers
and the twain put over their antics and
, comedy talk in good style.

Tommy Christian and his Orchestra
.closed’ the proceedings. Eleven snappy
musiclans, under the direction of Chris-
tlan, dispense some fast syncopated jazz.
The music was relished and Christian
and his boys would fare far better from
the applausge standpoint if they would
do away with the comedy play. They
should stick strictly to their instruments,
a5 their playing-is splendid, biit the ef~
forts at comedy fall flat. N

FRANK B. JOERLING."

L] X

Loew’s State, New York
(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, Feb. 22)

What a vaudefilm layout! Advertised
,85 'the biggest show: buy on Broadway
thru shiny new marquee valances, it
has- every Indication of being just that,
and for the first time In years has a
rea] opposition show to the Palace: > Ken
Behr should run up a big'record for the
house this week,
every show. g

Olvera { Brothers, .~ snappy Mexican
bair: ;of' perch artistes,y-hello with
a corking routine of hand-to-hand work
and  pole-perch stunts, with the

packing thém Iin at-

ap<.

~omedy chatper, singing and dancing, in-
_terspersed with hokum bilz. Henry is
capably supported by a shapely lass
$whom he announces as a Miss Martin.
° PFourteen .Bricktops, versatlle girl
troupe of titlan-haired belles, featuring
Bobble Grice, their talented leader,
shm.clld easlly offset the competition at
the ace house up the block by Babe Egan
and her Hollywood Redheads. Regis~
tered a decisive showstop In a tough
tfourth spot, doing it.twice In quick suc-

- cesslon.,

Roy Cummings, diminutive blond
comedian, and his_attractive partner,
Florence Roberts, paﬁ:ked another double
show-stopping wallop in the next-to-
shut with a nonsensical routine of pure
and unadulterated hokum, and created
& near panic in laughs.

Jeanétte Hackett and Company, last-
minute replacement instead of .Frankie
Heath, held down the closing position
with an extremely worth-while offering
of musically themed songs and original
terpsichorean novelties. The personal-
ity-packed dancing, 'lass is admirably
supported by & pair of unbilled juve-
niles. ' Achleved the third -successive
show-stop on the bill.

S . CONDE G. BREWER.'

x> e ——

- .
Hippodrome, New York
(Reviewed, Saturday Afternoon, Feb. 22)

A good six-act layout, tho the booker
evidently had to do some_tall juggling
to get the spotting set. .Offer just the
right screen fare in Officer O’Brien, star-
ring Willlam Boyd. Attendance good,
tho slow coming in.

Four Jacks and & Girlle did well by
the opener in their effective casting and—
trampoline novelty. They come 8across
with punchy aérial stunts, with comedy
rellef from one of the boys in: trampo-
line stunting. It's a good act, and got
& nice sendoff. .

Wilson, Kepple. and Betty handled
their dance novelty capably, tho work-
ing in “one” is pretty much cramped
space for them. The two.boys and girl
are sure-fire steppers. Increase effec-
tiveness ‘'by the novel presentation of
the legwork. They were liked a lot con-
sidering the-prolonged applause.

Harry Savoy "and Ruth Mann com-
pletely filled this huge house with their
chatter, pulling in (consistent laughter
and heavy palmwhacking at the’ finish.
S8avoy Is.6ne of those smooth-styled
funsters, smacking his stuff across great.
Miss Mann straights capably and has
sweet plpes.

Franklyn D’Amore and Company en-
tertained pleasingly thruout, but at the
curtalner packed a mean wallop that
served tO send them off to deafening re-
turns. It's an endurance hand-to-stand
stunt by D'Amore ahd his boy assist.
They clown well together, especially in
their burlesqued adaglo. -

Glenn and Jenkins, that colored por-
ter combo., hit it off big with the gang
here.. They have & snappy, laugh-pro-
ducing line of gags, made twice as good
thru corking delivery. - That's not all.
They also deliver some hot stepping,
singing and music. Were well received
—axid how. o

Lilllan St. Leon and Company brought
circus atmosphere into the closer. Miss
St. Leon does neat bareback riding, and
is helped out by three clowns and a
ringmaster. A [feature of the act is
teaching three klds how to stand on the
horses. It got laughs all right. Good
applause. IDNEY HARRIS.

' . Py

Keith’s Franklin, N. Y.
(Reviewed Wednesday.Evening, F.eb. 19)

This house will soon have to go three-
a-day to keep out of the red, With the
brand 6f vaudeville now being booked
here, it 15 inevitable that it will'take the
skids. Not an act on the seven-tyrn’
layout for the "first half stood out as

- 1

~

<

\goodness charming vaude. ~act.

really good entertainment -— and .the
majority would never have played this
house had’'it not been recently converted
into a showing spot. The audiences of
this theater love vaude. They have been’
accustomed to seeing good shows here
until the last few weeks. If the showing
policy continues, it wouldn’t surprise this
reviewer to see Loew's Boulevard, a
short distance away, cop most of the
patronage.

Hazel Lee opened the show. BShe
doesn't belong. A dusky and overplump
young lady, she is assisted. by four
colored boys in a dancing and s}nglng
flash. The lads can dance; she can't.
As for her singing, it isn't. They dled.

Harry Foster Welch made a fairly good
impression in the deucer with his imita-
tlons of musical instruments. His bit of
a guitar playing ~Carolina Moon rates
well, N

"Miller and- Velie, assisted by Audrey
Beery and Clalre Nolte, took the third
position with an amusing skit. This was,
by far, the best act on the bill. The
standard bearers do a song and dance
besides playing foils for the comedy of
the other palr. The audience didn't like
them. y .

Kay and Barr, mixed comedy team,
slipped.over a few laughs at the quarter
post with their black-face delivery. Altho
most of their material is good, this pair
mug too much. It makes them look like
amateurs. They rated a fair sendoff.

Hap Hazzerd did not go_as well here
as he does elsewhere with his comedy
juggling, roping and -tight-wire work.
The well-filled house was becoming rest-
less, and only & tornado could have
aroused its enthusiasm by this time.

Al Rauh Quartet, four males, present
some medlocre vocalizing of pop. num-
bers, one male providing comedy in-
tervals. They recelved & falr hand.

Paul Tisen and orchestra closed. Tisen
is an excellent violinist and heads &>
four-plece evenly mixed band, the fems
playing the plano and cello, assistéd by
a dance team and girl speclalty. Noth-
ing outstanding in the hoofing. They
recelved a falr break in applause.

All In all, this was the poorest show:
to hit the Franklin in mahy moons.

- JOB SCHOENKFELD.

‘Keith’s Fordham, N. Y.

(Reviewed Monday Evening, Feb. 17)

The Mighty at the nelghboring Para-
dise might account for the poor attend-
ance here tonight. Show is good, tho,
with flve neat acts, all effectively
spotted, backed up by the screaming of
‘Seven Keys to Baldpate.

Wilson, Kepple and Betty, seemingly
English, were just right for the takeoff
in their thoroly entertaining dance nov-
elty. The two boys and girl are good
steppers, with clogging their forte.
Numbers are distinetive . and worked
out cleverly. Act was accorded a hearty
sendoff. )

Harry Foster Welch hit it ‘big with
the Fordhamites in the deucer, having
no trouble in ringing up 'a show stop.
His musical fmitations are sure-fire
alone, but his ‘personable dellvery in-
sures 1ts success. The Metropolitan
Opera Company number is & beaut.

Esther Ralston doesn't rely on “name”

appeal, but instead offers an honest-tg-
She
works hard, and the customers worked
harder in whacking palms at the finish.
Her dancing and character numbers are
delightful. Bruz Fletcher remains at
the grand thruout and also comes across
with sweet warbling thru & "mike -ar-
rangement.
. Pat Henning show stopped, too. He
clowned, chattered, played the mando-
lin and danced, while his parents, Fred
and Anna, took it easy to play up the
“depending on the son™ idea. Altho Pat
does everything well, his dancing and
acrobatics rank first. There's excess
chatter in the act.

Allan Corelll and Jeannine, closing the
show, kept them glued to the seats.
They give demonstrations of weight con-
trol, borrowing a male quartet from the
gudience to make it more convincing.
You can’t lift them off the floor when
they resist. The four chaps, stralning
at once, could not pick Allan up, even
tho he kept one foot in the air. Got a
good receptlon. SIDNEY HARRIS.

. batic routines, and the quartet of sisters

Loew’s Lincoln Sq., N. Y. .

(Reviewed Monday Evening, Feb. 17)-.

Good layout this first half of five act
and feature film, The Virginian. Gener-
ous portions of comedy, novelty and «
talenit on the vaude. bill, tho audience
was .passive to a state of near coma.
About . three-quarters capacity at this
show. N

Frank Viola and Company, mixed
team, opened with a routine of perch
work and trapeze headstand balancing.
Aerial phase of roufine predominates,
with Viola doing the greater portion.
Bowed off to generous applause.

Lila Campos, diminutive warbling
comedienne, puts over an appealing
cycle of songs in the deucer. She has
loads of personality and pep and de-
livers her numbers in a pleasing recita- .’
tive style. Clicked withe a telephone
version of I Offer You Congratulations
and finished strong.

Billy Kelly and Warren Jackson, who
are heading a revamped version of thelr -
familiar farce skit, Ok, May, awakened'
thé audience to a hearty response of
laughs with their'hoked nonsense. They
are capably supported by Dolores Griffin
and an‘unbilled man. Good hand,

Jock McKay, Scotch comedian, filled
the next-to-closing position commend- *
ably, offering a routine of songs and
gags with American’ interpolations.
When not resorting. to cheapening ap-
peals for applause Jock had the audi-
ence with him all the way, but missed
out show stopping solely, thru these
ineffective ruses. * ,%f

4

!
E

B
&

Bob Carter and the Four Aalbu Sis-
ters closed the show with a lavish offer- P
ing of harmony, danclrig and music, in- ;‘f
terspersed with comedy and mugging
panto. Carter put over numMerous acro-y @

—all beauty winners—dlsplays versatil- %
ity in singing, dancing and playing
numerous instruments. Big hand.

CONDE G. BREWER. ¥

A
-

L T 3
Loew’s Orpheum, N..Y.""

(Reviewed Monday Evening, Feb. 17)
A wow comedy show; about the best
they've had here In a season. No letup
in laughs frém first to fourth spots, and
by a clever dance team. The éingle fault
with the show (and at that a trifling
one) 1is the superabundant dofe of
stepping. Everybody dances but Sammy";
Timberg “and the piano player in thegg
out during his show stop, *What do you s
want for 50 cents?” ?5

Bud Carlell; the roping lad with. &
ready line of chatter, came thru okeh, %
but not after experiencing -much dif-
provincials that some of his lariat
stunfs are worth more than indulgent
smiles, A great rope artiste any time,
Carlell "unfortunately has to depend on
hils gagging to make his impression here.
easily make them sit up and take notice
down on 47th street. hardly got a rise, ’
But they gave him a very loud sendoff
when  he shimmied and cooched off
spinning five ropes at one and the same
Ray, of Madie and Ray.

Two Blossoms made out very well as
deucers. The blond youngsters have ’
plenty to sell, and this act doesn’t
hindet them much from selling it. The
tines; instead of covering this handicap
by going heavier on the comedy they
hang out the distress flag by doing'
singly and in duo more high-kick num- !
bers than are to be found in an average
tirst water. Give them Ljuat about tWwo
or three seasons more ahd a tieup with
somebody who can write the kind of
stuff they need. That's all, and then

(See REVIEWS on.page 89)

the closing frame ls held down capably "
last act. But as Ralph Fielder bawled
ficulty impressing upon the Yorkville.
His flve-knot stunt, one that might
time. Something like the blg stunt, of
girls haven‘t too many stepping rou-
revue. Comediennes are they of -the
TAP DANCE

£

By malil. or A i $2.00
each; both. $3.00; Orchestration, $1.0¢; Time-
Step and Bresk, 26c.

THE KINSELLA ACADEMY

2630 May Street, Cincinnatl, Ohio
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.Academy To

Administer

New Minimum Contract

Basic agreement is for five years beginning March 1,
1930, subject to revision—artist signers not permitted
to participate in strike dyring contract period

HOLLYWOOD, Calif., Feb. 24.-—The

authentic statement of William €. De-

Mille, president of thc Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, follows:
At a meeting of the executive committee of Motion Picture Arts and Sclences
held on February 21, the Academy formally accepted the responsibility of ad-
ministering the new minimum contract for free-lance artists which has been

established in the Los Angeles produc-
tion district by the signing of a basic
agreement, the signatorles being . the
principal producing companies repre-
sented by the Association of Motion
Picture Producers and several hundred
‘recognized players. The exact number
of actors’ signatures is not yet available
because new names are being added.
There has been no dissenting voice and
the names already sighed are represen-
tatives of the entire acting profession in
this district. Two mass meetings of
screen actors approved unanimously the
contract and the basic agreement before
4t was distributed for signatures. The
basic agreement makes the minimum
contract self-enforceable and i for five
Yyears, commencing March 1, 1830, sub-
Ject to revision by procedure provided
in the signed agreement. During the
term of the basic agreement the artist
signers may not participate in any strike
against any producer signatory to the
agreement. The clause in the minimum
contract providing for a 12-hour period
between calls is to stand for one year,
at which time the actors”™ committtee
by a two-thirds vote may at its option
substitute for it clauses providing for a
54-hour week. All complaints and mat-
ters of dispute between actors and pro-
ducers are to be declded by a commitiee
of tive actors appointed by the executive
commitiee of the actors’ branch of the
Academy. Elther side of the dispute
may appeal from the decision of the
actors’ committee to the conciliation
committee of the Academy, composed of
one representative of each branch of
the Academy actors, directors, producers,
techniclans and writers. The conclilia-
tlons committee’'s decision shall be final.

It Is significant of the high purpose
©of; the Academy and of the esteem In
wfnch it is held that the producers have
agreed to accept as final the decision of
a committee which consists of four em-
ployees and only one employer. In all
the proceedings, which resulted in the
adoption of the new contract, the Acad-
emy acted as a common meeting ground
for mutual understanding between two
of its branches, and In accepting the
duties given to it under the <contract
the Academy becomes a perpetual peace
conference at which the contract may
be changed from time to time as con-
ditions change in the industry and to
which any matters of dispute between
individuals or companies may ‘be
brought for arbitration and settlement.

Other functions of the Academy are to
serve as an intellectual contact between
the motion picture profession and the
general public to promote a better un-
derstanding of the motion picture and
t0 recognize and improve the standard
of the arts, the crafts and the sclences
which are essential to motion picture
Production,

The above is DeMille’s statement ver-
batim.

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.--The contract of
Duncan Rinaldo has been renewed by
M-G-M. Rinaldo hag appeared in Trader
Horn and The Bridgc of San Luis Rey
in the last couple of years for Metro.

Renews Contract

NEW YOREK, Feb. 24.—The contract of
Richard Wallace, who recently completed
Seven Days’ Leave, has been renewed by
Paramount.

W. E. Installations
Nearing 5,000 Mark

NEW YORK, Feb. 2¢.—World-wide in-
stallations of Western Electric Sound
Systems are nearing the 5,000 mark. The
latest report shows that 3,489 installa-
tlons have been completed in the United
States and 1,268 in the forelgn field.

With the completion of the installa-
tion at the Palace Theater, Ebb Vale,
Monmouthshire, the 500th W. E. installa-
tion has been completed in the British
Isles.

Carol! Lombard Left Bequest

FT. WAYNE, Ind, Feb. 22.—Carol
Lombard, Pathe film actress, formerly of
this city, has been left a bequest of
$56,000, according to the estate of her
grandmother. Also certain stock of the
Neational Ciiy Bank of New York City,
coming from the estate of the decedent’s
father, J. C. Cheney, who died in 1903,
has been assigned to grandchildren, in-
cluding the film atar. Miss Lombard’s
family name is Jane Peters.

on the editorial page.—ED.

Long Shots and Flashbacks

By H. DAVID STRAUSS

NOTE—The opinions stated in this column are those of the writer
and need not refiect the policies of The Billboard, which are expressed

T

HE threat of the Hays organization to halt by legal action the
articles published in “The Churchman'”, a Protestant Episcopal

publication, against Wili Hays and the Motion Picture Producers
and Distributors’ Association, is of wide interest to the film world,
In a letter to the publishers, the Hays attorneys said: “No one engaged
in work in which the public may be said to have an interest and which
is of general concern has a right to object to comment or criticism,

provided it be fair and be made with an honest purpose,

publication been so limited

and had your

there could have been no ground  for.

objection by the corporation or the individuals | represent,

“When comment or critizism, however, exceeds the bounds of fair and
honest criticism, and becomes an intemperate, aspersive attack on motive
and character, an evil and malicious motive for the publication is in-

ferable.”

Naturally the film producers are out to make money. The public leans
toward the sensational in its entertainment as a rule, but it must be sald
for Hays that he has made every efiort possible to elinilnate storles of

shady type from the screen.

Even when the story or play Itas been a

sensational seller or stage hit, the screen has thought twice before pro-
ducing-it, and then many times it has been relegated to the list of things
forgotten, sometimes after a producing organization had purchased the

rights to the narrative.

Michael Arlen’s “The Green Hat”, which was one of the literary
world’s best sellers of the last few years, and one of the stage’'s greatest
successes about three years, was purchased by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer for

the screen. At first

it was barred

by the Hays organization, but

M-G-M finally decided to produce it under the title of “A Woman of
Affairs”, without any mention that it was adapled from “The Greeen Hat”.

The screen play, with Greta Garbo, was & huge -success.

It had been

nicely done, with the more sordid moments elminated. The public fiocked
to see it, and tho it was done ir silence, stood well up in the list of the

best film plays of the year,

Now the same organization has produced Anna Christie, with dialog,

with same star in the leading role.

The scurrtlous language has been

eliminated, and wherever an epithet occurred in the original it has been
replaced by a milder form of statement on the screen. The O'Nelll play
has been beautifully done, and while there is one scenc that may cause
comment among the censors, it has been so nicely restrained in action and
direction that it should pass muster anywhere.

The screen has had more enemies among the churchgoers than the

stage.

‘ that would never be tolerated in a screcen production.
or no other organization can force entertainmenti via legislation.
goers will always seel their own entertainment.

And yet the stage has brought invectives against a higher power

“The Churchman”
‘Play-
On the stage and the

screen there is a vast variely to select from.

In the last year there have been only two productions from movie
producers that might be consideréd badly done from the standpoint of
storles. Both Yof these were produced by nonmembers of the Hays organi-
zation, and one of the storles was not so much off color as was the ad-
vertising campaign mapped out for it,

" a tedious proposition,

| ot

Sennett Has
Color Process

Comedy director develops
process ‘on which he éhas
been working several years

NEW YORK, Feb. 24. —~While other pro-
ducers had been sitting idle and walting
for color processes to come to them, it is
learned in New York that Mack Sennett,
he of the custard ples 'and hoke -comedies,
has developed a color process of his
own, which was shown to a few Intimates
and newspaper scribes on the West
Coast and which 15 sald to be one of
the forerunners in the color process
fleld. "

The need of color for the screen has
been more thoroly demonstrated since
dialog .became part of the screen than
ever before. Technicolor has practically
had the field sewed up, but it has been

both In él:e
photographing and developing of filrhs.
Also, Technicolor has not had sufficient
apparatus to take care of the demands
of the various film production com-
panies, Warners having about 75 per cent
of the equipment tied up.

The new -colors process developed by
Sennett has been the work of several
years.and is said to bea much simpler
one than any other now in use. Sen-
nett has spent thousands of dollars
developing the pracess, which he claims
wiil photograph in colors in practically
as simple a manner as it is possible to
photograph "in black and white. Also,
the film photographed one day can be
developed in 24 hours and does not de-
mand any special makeup by the players.

The color fiim is in demand—in the
smaller towns more so than In the city.
The color film is taking the place of
the road show which used to haunt the
rmedium-sized city and brings the neces-
sary illusion that has been lacking In
the straight black and whites.

Kentucky Censorshi;: Bill

LOUISVILLE, Feb. 23. — No theater
manager in Louisville seems perturbed by
the introduction.of bills aimed at pro-
viding State censorship which were re-
cently introduced at the Legislature in
Frankfort. No apparent effort is to be
made to fight the creation of a board of
five members, which will make a charge
of 82 a reel for censoring. Another
measure pending before the Legislature
proposes a ‘10 per cent tax on admissions,
and while there 15 no fight on the service
it is generally belleved that it will be
killed before it reaches’'a voting point.

Theater and Actor Robbed

CHICAGO, (Feb. 22. — The Lawndale
Theater, hon&xe of Yiddish drama, was
rvobbed of $500 Wednesday night when
two men walked into the lobby and held
up Max Kreshover. the manager, taking

$150 fromn his pocket and $350 from the

theater safe. On the same evening David
Seed, member of a troupe playing the
Paradise Theater, West End B. & K.
house, was relieved of 180 in cash when
a gunman invaded his dressing ‘room at
the theater.

Ripley for Films

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Vitaphone has
closed a contract that will bring Ripley,
cartoontst in Hearst publications, to the
screen in a. Believe It or Not Act, which
is based on his cartoon series by the
same name.
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Big Film House Planned
For Theatrical Center

'Rothafel scheduled as head of 7.000-seater—presenta-
tions for four weeks’ run to be filmed os produced with
sound accompaniment for release thruout country

pm—

§. L. Rothafel, the guiding genius of the
Roxy Theater, will be at the helm of the
motion plcture theater, with a seating
capacity of 7,000, which is to be the
feature of the center,

Ever since Fox bought in on the Roxy
Rothafel has had arguments concerning
thé stage show, the size of the orchestra
| and the number of people employed in
| the various ensembles. Roxy has had to
| fight for his stage presentations, which
| nave helped to bolster many medlocre
| picture programs.
It -is also a known “fact that when
Hitam S. Brown became president' of
RKO, ht made an effort to secure RoXy
to take charge of the theaters of the
| circuit, This proposition, however, was
| furned down, tho it is sald that Rothafel

engineered the deal whereby Joseph
| plunkett was appointed to the post offered
the Roxy head.

It is learned that when the new thea-
ter is bullt the stage shows will be even
more elaborate than thoge now pre-
sented at the Roxy, that instead of 32
| Roxyets, the number will be Increased to
48, with a large increase in both choral
and dancing ensembles. The personnel
will take on the proportions of the stage
corps that formerly appeared in the old
Hippodrome productions.

Also the stage shows will be produced
with the ldea of running them four con-
secutive weeks. In addition each -stage
Fhow will be filmed as it is produced
with sound accompaniment, and will be
available to theaters thruout the coun-
try, to be used as presentations where
the personal appearance of performers
is prohibitive on account of salaries. It
is also .believed that 'by the time the
project 1s ready for public presentation,
color in films will be so far advanced
thet the film versions of the presentation
will also be produced in color.

Tax Liens. Are Filed
Against Chicago Firms
J

CHICAGO, ,Feb. 22 —Liens for unpald
taxes amounting to more than $320,000
were filed this week In the Federal Dis-
trict Court against four theater com-
panies.

There is a lien against the property of
Harry M. Lubliner for $329,219:" Craw-
ford Theater Company, $14,163; BSayer
Amusement Compeany, $14,225, and the
Romance Theater Company, 8$70,686.
The Iiens represent unpald income taxes
irom 1919 to 1926.

Handling “Unborn  Child”

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—United Artists

i has contracted with Windsor pictures,

whereby the former will distribute Her
Unborn Child in Great Britain and Aus-
tralia. U. A. makes an unusual excep-
tlon in ‘handling a picture in the foreign
fleld by taking this on.

| Another Opera Star

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Everett Marshall,
Metropolitan Opera baritone, has been
signed to & long-term contract by
Radlo. Tibbett’'s knockout success in
The Rogue Song is considered the rea-
son for the rush to sign opera stars,

Many Players Loaned

NEW YORK, Feb. 24¢.—Willlam Colller,
Sr.; Iika Chase, Walter Catlett and Lola
Lane have been lent to M-G-M by Fox
to appear in several different produc-
tlong. Bue Carol, Charlotte Henry and
Rex Bell have been loaned by’ Fox to
Warner Bros., and Owen Davis, Jr., i8
loaned to Universal, while his father re-
mains on the x ‘lot writing the Fox
Movietone Follies of 1930- ¥

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—The year 1932 is two years off, but that is the time
get for the completion of the new theatrical center that i{s to be erected here, from
48th to b5lst streets, beween 5th and 6th avenues.
prise 1s to 'house several theaters, radio studios, broadcasting - stations and
other bulldings devoted to the. amusement fie'd, it 1s pretty definitely set that

While the enormous enter-

Musieal Limbs of the Law
Are Numerous in Omaha

OMAHA, Neb., Feb. 24—Ray Mec-
Grath, contractor at the Paramount
Theater for both stage and pit bands,
was last week admitted to the bar of
the State of Nebraska. Omaha has
gbout 10 musicians who are also
lawyers.

two pictures

Seek Repeal of N. Y.
State Film Censorship

ALBANY, N. Y., Feb. 22.—The fact that
the motion picture producers have been
compelled to pay the State an enormous
revenue for having all films inspected by
one person as the State censor of motion
picture productions has resulted in the
introduction of a bill to repeal the cen-
sorship law. The measure for this pur-
pose 1s sponsored by Assemblyman Lang-
don W. Post, of New York.

There has developed a strong agitation
to abolish this law, especially since the
last report of Director James Wingate,
the sple judge of the standard of films,
became public a few days ago, when it
was revealed that the motion picture
producers have been obliged to pay the
State 81,5625,646.567 for the inspection and
licensing of films since the State censor-
ship law was established & few years ago.

During the past year the report shows
that the State cleared a net profit of
$146,922.23 for simply Inspecting the
screen productions, and only 16 pictures
were rejected, eight of which were ap-
proved after slight eliminations. This is
considered 2 most unjust expense placed
upon the concerns engaged in the busi-
ness of the production of films.

Operators Oppose Bill

ALBANY, N. Y., Feb. 22.—The officlals
of the motion picture projectionists’ or-
ganizations are opposed to the bill now
before tbe Legislature relative to the
licensing of motion picture machine
operators. Edgar T. Stewal represent-
ing the Alllance of Theatricdl Stage Em-
ployees and Motion Picture Machine
Operators’ Unlon contends that this pro=
posed amendment of the General City
Law would have the effect of weakening
the present law Instead of supporting it.
The operators, he said, are in opposition
to its passage. The bill was introduced
by Assemblyman Arthur L. Swartz, of
Buffalo.

“MIKE”
the largest independent theater opera-
tors of the country, who has jhst
celebrated his silver anniversary as
an owner of motion picture theaters.
Comerford has long been known as

COMERFORD, of

one

one of the fighting “indies” and
opened his first theater, the Bijou,
in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., in 19050

Loew Opens New
House at 175th St.

NEW YORE, Feb. 24.--Loew’s newest
house in the metropolitan district, the
175th Street Theater, was opened Wash-
ington’s Birthday with fitting cere-
monies. The house, which has a seating
capacity of 4,000, is.situated at Broad-
way and 175th street, and is tbe latest
of the de luxe theaters to be added to
the Pitkin, the Paradise and the Kings,
which were opened only a few months
ago.

The new Loew housg will play the
de luxe stage shows from the Capitol, and
the first program was the Arthur Knorr
production, Pearls, which was seen at the
Capitol only last week and features Al
Evans, as master of ceremonies, and
Shaw and Lee, as the chief comics. Other
artists travellng with the show are
Desha and Sansome, Jerry Coe and
Brothers, Tito Coral and the Chester Hale
Dancers.

The fact that the new theater 18
located in Washington Heights .caused
Loew executives to choose Washington's
Birthday -as the opening date. Just be-
fore the first performance boy scouts
and war veterans restaged the mearch of
George Washington’s army up the
Heights, the procession centering around
the theater where exercises were held.

Spor Leaves Toledo

TOLEDO, O., Feb. 22.—Paul 8por, m. c.
at the Toledo Paramount, has been as-
signed to the Denver Theater, Denver,
and leaves here Thursday. He will be
there two weeks and then will go to the
New York Paramount as m. c. He has
been at the Toledo post for a year and
last week celebrated his '2,000th per-
formance.

Harold Lloyd

Expects To

Make Two Films in 1930

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Instead of walt-
ing 18 months or longer to release his
next picture, as he did between the re-
lease of Speedy, his last silent produc-
tion, and Welcome Danger, his first
dialog film, Harold Lloyd will start
shooting on his next production about
April 1 and expects to have it completed

An less than six months and ready for

quick showing immediately thereafter.

Lloyd has evidently found that put-
ting too great a length of time between
the showing of productions is nearly as
bad as releasing them too hurriedly after
one another and hence his decision to
speed production on his new film so
that he will be able to make at least

€ year. :

In all of his past productions Lloyd

has started shooting a plcture before
the story was completed, gagging it ‘or
glving it a new twist in idea as the pro-
duction proceeded. But since talking
pictures have become the vogue he has
decided it best to have the script in ship-
shape condition before shooting com-
mences. The new story is now being
prepared and will be ready long hefore
the production set for April 1.

It had been requested by several ex-
hibitors that Lloyd remeake several of his
old successes with dialog. However, the
béspectacled comedian has sabandoned
any such idea and will only appear In
new original productions. Grandma’s
Roy, Safety Last and The Freshman were
considered good for repeats under the
new flim technique, but - Lloyd. says

0%,
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“U” Contract
Has 4 Options

Scrapping of old contracts
follows Thacher decision
of a few weeks ago

19

NEW YORK, Feb. 24 —Following the
lead ‘set by Paramount and Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer, Universal has drawn up
new exhibitor contracts to take the place
of the old ones outlawed by the decision
of Judge Thacher rendered a few weeks
ago.

The new Universal contract has Jjust
been completed and it is understood to
offer the exhibitor four optional clauses,
thru any one of which Universal pic-
tures may be obtained.

One of these clauses calls for a full
deposit on the film with ‘a percentage
being allowed for the cash paymexnt. An-
other is a 50O per cent deposit contract
with the picture selling without dis-
count. A third clause permits of week-
Iy payments at & silght increase in rent-
al.

The fourth enables the exhibitor to
submit any dispute to an arbitration
board for settlement and &sk no cash
deposit.

Scrapping of the standard contracts
seems to be much In evidence since the
Thacher decislon was renderec. and other
of the major producers are expected to
announce new contract forms with ap-
pended or changed clauses within the
next few days.

Long L;wing Louisville

LOUISVILLE, Feb. 22 —Harry E. Long,
manager at Loew's and United Artists®
State since its opening in September,
1928, has been transferred to Syracuse,
N. Y. He will be replaced here by A. G.
MacDowell, of Syracuse, it is believed.

New Publix Tampa Manager

TAMPA, Fla., Feb. 22.—Several changes
in menagement of Tampa theaters have
been made during the past week coinci-
dent with.the coming here of Charles G.
Branham, director of the West Coast,
Florida Publix theaters. Harry L. Weis
has been made manager of' the Publix
theaters in Tampa. Paul L. Short has
been made manager of the Victory Thea-
ter. More than 240,000 15 being spent
on the Victory “to -bring it up to the
minute in theater construction and to
improve the acoustics of the placc. The
Victory, the Tampa, the Franklin, tbe
Strand, the Seminole and the Park
theaters are all wired now.

Drops Stage Presentations

SACRAMENTO, Feb. 18. — The Fox
Senator Theater will discontinue Fan-
chon & Marco stage productions and its
orchestra, under the direction of Oliver
A. Alberti, after performances on Thurs-
day, February 27. The playhouse there-
after will feature the latést first-run
talking pictures. - Fifteen stagehands will
lose their positions ag a result of the
change.

Picketing Upheld

POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y., Feb. 28.—The
right to picket local theaters has been
granted union operators under & ruling
of City Judge Haas. When the Strand
and Rialto® theaters discharged union
projectionists the men began to picket
the houses, but were checked by the
police. The case was taken to court and
the jJudge ruled that the city ordinance
covering picketing does not apply in the
case of the operators.

Variety Salesmen
On Morris Month

NEW YORK, Feh. 24.—The Vitaphone
Corporation is this year participating in
Warner Bros.” annual Sam E. Morris
Month sales campaign with a special
drive on Vitaphone Varletles,

The contest is for salesmen of Vita,
Varleties only and is divided into two
parts; sales thruout the period of the
campaign and extra playdates during the
actual weeks of Sam E. Morris Month.
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Fox Budgets $3,000,000

For Outdoor

Production

Eleven talking pictures scheduled for newly organized

Great Outdoor Romances

department—to produce in

natural locations—Metropolitan Theaters adding houses

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.--In spite of the numerous financial difficulties that have
stood in the way of William Fox and his two corporations—the Fox Film Corpora-
tion and Fox Theaters Corporation—these organizations are bullding towards
advancemcnts with the idea that the matter will be thoroly adjusted in favor

of the Fox companies. As an example of
this week of the launching of the newly
organized Great Outdoor Romances de-
partment, designed to make out-of-door
talking pictures in their natu loca-
tiong thruout the world. Eleven produc-
tions have been scheduled for this de-
partment and $B8,000,000 budgeted to
take care of it. Fox was the first film
organization to meake an out-of-dogr
talking picture in In Old Arizona, which
was a financial as well as_a cinematic
success and was the real impetus behind
the establishment of the new depart-
ment.

Plctures already planned will be filmed
in the Pampas regions of the Argentine,
the African veldt, -the tropics and the
mountains and deserts of Western United
States. The first of these scheduled s
Last of the Duanes, with George O'Brien
in the leading role,.-to be followed by
Msax Brandls Aleatraz, Zane Grey's Riders
of the Purple Sage, The Rainboux Tratl
and The Lost Trail. Others include The

thelr steps forward is the announcement

Federal Commission
Is Again Proposed

WASHINGTON, Feb. 24—Another at-
tempt to create a Federal Motion Picture
Commission by Congressional enactment
s being made by Representative Hudson,
Republican, of Michigan, in a measure
which authorizes an appropriation of
$150,000 to cover the expenses of the
body, the latter to be composed of nine
members, Including four women, to be
named by the President. Announced ob-
jectives of the commission would be to
protect the cinema Industry against un-
fair trade practices and monopoly and
to provide for the manufacture of “un-
wholesome motion pictures, both silent
and talking.” 3

Untamed, Treiling and Wild Geese, alt” Should this measure be enacted into

by Max Brand; Dreg Harlan and Brass
Commandments, by Charles Alden Selt-
zer, and The Great K and A Train Rob-
bery.

Edward Butcher and Harold Lipschitz
are In charge of the department, while
the entire globe-circling corps of Fox
Movietone News cameramen will be at
their disposal.

While the West Coast 18 expanding in
production Joe Leo, president of the Fox
Metropolitan Theaters, announces the
opening of the Park Thesater, located at
44th street and Fifth avenue, Brooklyn,
to te followed shortly by the opening
of the Ozone Park Theater, Ozone Park,
L. I, and the Rockland Theater, Nysack,
N. Y., as Fox houses.

Buy Blue’s Contract

NEW YOREK, Feb. 24.--~Monte Blue,
who for 10 years has been & standby on
the Warner roster, has severed his con-
nection with that organization. Blue's
contract with Warners had two years
more to run, but owing to an inability
to get the proper storles from him,
Warner purchased his contract and Blue
is now freelancing.

“Chérley’s Aunt” as Talkie

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Charley’s Aunt,
the old standby with traveling and stock
organizations which was made as a silent
picture with 8yd Chaplin In the leading
role in 1925 by Christle Brothers, is to
be remade as & talking film by that
organization. The old favorite broke
comedy box-office records for the season
of 1925-'28.

Helyn Virgil Signed
By M-G for “Good News”

NEW YORK, Feb. 24-—Helyn Virgil,
who has been seen In several Broadway
productions, has been signed by Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer for a role in Good News,
the Schwab & Mandel musical comedy,
which is just going into production on the
West Coast.

Miss Virgil was with Aaron & Fregdly’s
Funny Face during its Broadway run, and
last summer appegred in an RKO vaude-
ville act. She has only been on the
coast two months.

Leads Changed

HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 2¢——Fay Wray has
been given the role originally assigned
to Mary Brian in Richard Arlen’s starring
vehicle, The Border Legion. Mary 1is sup-
porting Arlen in The Light of the West-
ern Stars, which will be Arlen's first Zane
Grey production.

/

law, the motion picture industry would
be declared a public utility, and it
would, among other things, prohibit the
much-discussed ‘"block booking”. As
such public utility, no motion picture
could be exhibited until a Iicense had
heen obtained from the commission cer-
tifylng that it was supervised at the
source of production and found to con-
form to standards of production to be
set under the bill.

Among the features prohibited would
be films which emphasized or exagger-
ated sex appeal, scenes in which players
were immodestly clad, or predominantly
concerned with the underworld, unless
the scenes were "an essential confiict
between good and evil.”” Penaltles for
violation of the act would be a fine of
$10,000 or -imprisonment for five years
or both, In case of conviction of alleged
offenders,

Chatterton in “High Road”

CULVER CITY, Calif.,, Feb. 24.—Ruth
Chatterton has been assigned the lead-
ing role in M-G-M's picturization of
Frederick Lonsdale's .play, The High
Road. Ralph Forbes and Mackenzie
Wargd &re also in the cast.

In Gibson Western

BOLLYWOOD, Feb. 2¢.—Jack Richard-
son, Monte Montague and Walter Perry
have been added to the cast of Trigger
Tricks, Hoot Glbson’s latest Western for
Unlversal, which is now in the course of
production,

|

WA L

CHARLES ROSENSWEIG, who is
general sales manager of Radio Pic-
tures, under whom the vast opera-
tions of Radio are supervised. Judg-
ing from the volume of Radio sales
Rosensweig seems to be making out
very well on his job,

Warners Show -~
Big Profits

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.-xWarner Broth-
ers’ net profit for the quarter of their
fiscal year ending November 30, 19829,
shows net profits of $5,629,108 or $20.90
a share on the preferred stock, as com«
pared with the dividend requirements of
$2,20 a share on that stock annually.

The above figure for the three months
ending November 30, 1929, compares

RCA District
Mgrs. Named

- Sydney E. Abel makes an-
nouncements of promo.
tions “after conferences

NEW YORR. .Feb. 24 —Following the
conferences held last week between
executives and field representatives of
RCA Photophoune, Inc., Sydney E. Abe],
general sales manager, announced a
number of promotions.

George H. Wiley, who recently became
identified with the RCA selling organi-
zation, has been appointed district man-
ager in charge of the Northern New
York district with headgquarters in Buf-
falo. Wiley was an Independent pro-
ducer for many years and has had broad
experience in all branches of 4Ahe
industry.

H, L Pettey, commercial representa-
tive for the corporation for the last sev-
eral months, was appointed dlistrict
manager of Michigan with headquarters
in Detroit. Prior to joining RCA Pettey
was a speclal representative for Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer in Omahs and EKansas
City.

A. R. Johnson, commercial representa-
tive in Minneapolls, was appointed dis-
trict manager of the Chicago territory
with headquarters in that city. John-
son succeeds W. I. Brown, who becomes
a special representative for Northern
Illinois and Southern Wisconsin. The
new Johnson territory will comprise
Illinois, Southern Wisconsin, Northern
Indiana, BEastern Missourl, Minnesota,
North Dakota, South Dakota and the
Northern Peninsula of Michigan.

with $2.917,724 in the three months end- _

ing November 30. 19828, which was
equlvalent to $5.830 a share on the 550,~
000 shares of combined Class A and
common stock then outstanding.

The profits for the quarter ending No-
vember 30, 1928, included the earnings
only of companies then subsidiary to
‘Warner Bros.” Plctures. while the prof-
its ending for the quarter November 30,
1929, include the profits of all companies
now subsldiaiy to the company.

Gorelick Promoted

CHICAGO, Feb. 22.—Sam Gorelick, who
for some time has been office manager of
REKO Distributing Corporation here, has
been promoted to assistant branch man-
ager. His place as office manager has
been filled by Leo Smith, formerly of
Philadelphia. New private offices are be-
ing installed for all of the exchange's
salesmen.

Gloria Starts Film

HOLLYWOOD, Calif., Feb. 24—Gloria
Swanson’s next production, What a
Widow, has gone into rehearsal, with
shooting scheduled for next week. Allan
Dwan is directing the production, with
Owen Moore, Ian Keith, Margaret Liv-
ingston and Arthur Hoyt In the sup-
porting cast.

Variety of Productions
In Making on M-G-M Let

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—Since sound
and dialog have become the rmmost im-
portant parts of picture production
varlety has become the chief feature of
all studlo activities. There are so many
different new angles to the film game,
so many different types of entertain-
ment, that the old ides of comedy and
drams broduction salone is altogether
warped.

The Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer studio pre-
sents an Interesting phase of variety in
production in- the films now in the
making. Among them is Mafgin Mugs,
with Marte Dressler and Polly Moran in
a Wall street comedy. This picture will
probably be released under the title of
Caught Short. Then there Is The Sea
Bat, a melodrame of the sea, with
Charles Bickford, Raquel Torres and

Nils Asther. The Mar¢h of Time is
M-G-M’s revue production, with Weber
sand Fields, De Wolf Hopper, Louis Mann,
‘Williem Collier, Fay Templeton, Barney
Fagan and Josephine Sabel in the lead-
ing roles.

Madame Setan, a society comedy with
music, is beilng directed by Cecil B. De
Mille, while . Good News, the typlcal
musical comedy of youth, is under the
directorial handling of Nick Grinde and
Edgar McGregor. Others include The
Circle, from the W. Somerset Maugham
play of the same name; The Gay Nine-
ties, the new Marion Davies starring
vehicle; Ramon Novarro, in & musical
romance of Spain titled The Singer of
Seville; The Big House, & prison melo-
drama, and Father’s Day, s comedy with
Louis Mann, J. ©, and Elliott Nugent.

Talking Picture Epics
In Foreign Tongues

NEW YORK, Feb. 2¢—Talking Picture
Epics are to do their various releases in
foreign ‘langusages. The announcement
was made this week by Frenk R. Wilson,
president, that the compeany’s product
will be immediately done in Spanish,
German and French. ¥

The procedure to be followed in the
making of these productions for foreign
use will be different from that followed
with the usual talking production. In
each of the fillms issued In English the
voice of the explorer or sclentist Is heard
in narrative. In the foreign version this
narrative will be gilven by some wéll-
known explorer or sclentist of Germany.
France or Spain. However, the explorer
or sclentist who made the Alm will be
Introduced by the foreign nsarrator.

Simbae and Across the World With Mr.
and Mrs. Martin Johnson will be the
first of the productions to be made In
the forelgn tongues.

Miss Mayer To Wed

HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 24.—Louis B.
Mayer, M-G-M studlo executive, has an-
nounced the engagement of his daugh-
ter, Edith, to William Gdetz, production
executive for Corinne Griffith. Wedding
to take place In the near future.

Cawthorn in “Dixiana”

HOLLYWOOD, Calif.,, Feb. 24¢—Joseph
Cawthorn has been added to the cast
of Radlo’s Diriana, This assignment is
the 1ff.)l::.rt.l:\ Cawthorn has recelved from
Radlo.

Columbia St. Louis Manager

8T, LOUIS, Feb. 24.—Will Baker, one
of the best known film men in this
sectlon of the country, has been made
branch manager of Columbia Pictures
here. Baker was formerly short-subject
manager in the local Universal exchange.

Censor Board W. E. .Sl-)lllld

NEW YORXK, Feb. 24-—Western Elec-
tric has closed contracts for the in-
stallation of WE Sound Systems in the
offices .of the New York Censor Board
and at the Y. M. €. A &t Fort Jay,
Governors Island. The standard 38
equipment is being used for both in-
stallations.




Canadian Censors Fight
Sereen Americanization

Stress need of combating American education influence
by means of films with Canadian point of view and out-

look—matter_a subject of

complaint in Australia

TORONTQ, Feb, 24 —Influence of American films 1 Canada Is at present a

matter of concern to the Canadian censors.

The Americanization of the screen

and the need of combating this educational influence by means of films with a
distinct Canadian point of view and outlook is stressed in a report presented to the
provinclal Treasurer of the Ontario Government by the board of Motlon Picture

censors. The document stated that ad-
justments and arrangements required by
the changed conditions have added
greatly to the dutles of the board and its

staff.

Of 2,496 films submitted, 1,805 were
approved &s stibmitted, 631 were ap-
proved after certain eliminations or re-
vislons, and 60 were rejected, In-addi-
tion films were submitted by industrial,
commercial and private concerns, aca-
demic bodles and others.

Concerning the American infiluence in
films, the report says that this has al-
ready been a subject of strong complaint,
not only in Canada, but in Australia and
New Zealand. In September last a mem-~
her of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, speaking in Melbourne of the
American influence in fillms, is sald to
have declared that Australla never had
a form of entertainment requiring so
much constant and vlgorous control as
the cinema. Some may regard this as an
attitude of narrow patriotism toward &
new medium. that is capable of con-
tributing greatly to better international
understandings. Nevertheless, actual
conditlons must be taken into account.
The film in the United States ig used as
an educator and molder of public
opinion. As the home market is the
primary one, most of the films are pre-
pared from the home point of view.
Where one country makes most of the
world films and the adjoining country
makes none, but is treated by the pro-
ducer country as part of its domestic
market, the preservation of & distinct
Canadian polnt of view and outlook 1§
naturally a matter of concern.

That the motion picture film is be-
coming 'more widely recognized as a
medium of instruction and demonstra-
tlon is evidenced by the number of film
subjects ' submitted by ‘commercial and
industrial concerns. With the advent of
talking films, motion picture production
and distribution have undergone and are
still undergoing great and far-reaching
changes. Talking films have made mo-
tlon subjects national in character and
restricted, their distribution in the coun-
try whose language they spesk. As
‘English is the predominating language,
the circulation of English-talking films
is chiefily in British countries. But, as
with the silent film, the chief source of
production is the United States. This, in
part, is the opinion of the Board of Mo-
tion Picture Censors in Ontarlo, Can.

Lesser—S—igns Buck
Jones for 16 Films

NEW YORK, Feb. 2¢.—Buck Jones has
signed a contract with Sol Lesser, where-
by he will appear in 16 all-talkle out-
door Western productions. Jones is one
of the oldest Western actors, from &
polat of service, in the film Industry.
He was with the 101 Ranch for several
years before becoming affiliated with
Fox, after which he produced several plc-
tures himself,

Volce tests show Buck to be well-
nigh perfect es a recording subject,

Together Again

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—Jack Holt and
Ralph Graves have been cast together
again in Columbla’s production of Hell's
Island. Paul Hervey Fox is writing the
story for the production, No other as-
signment, yet.

Starts “The Spoilers”

HOLLYWOOD, Calif., Feb. 24 —Fdwin
Carewe has begun work on The Spoilers,
which will serve as & starring vehicle for
George™ Bancroft, Paramount produecing.
Bartlett Cormack is adapting the plece
to the screen,

Film Boards Continue
As Credit Establishers

NEW YOREK, Feb. 24.—The Film
Boards of Trade thruout the country,
which have formed the Boards of Arbf-
tration in the controversies between ex-
changes and exhibitors, will confine
thelr efforts, it 1s belleved, In the future
to a further development of their credit
system than has been the case in the
past.

The Thacher decree practically elimi-
nating standard -arbitration leaves the
Film Boards free t0 go more definitely
into the credit-system prodlem of in-

‘dividual exhibitors and chain theaters.

When the case of arbifration was
studied by Judge Thacher his decision
ruled that the F{lm Boards functioning
as credit establishers could be continued.

3 ) 0
Fitzpatrick in India

NEW TYORK, Feb., 24-—James Fitz-
patrick has arrived in India. where he is
shooting on the latest Fitzpatrick trave
elogs. He has with him a complete crew
of camera and sound artists to assist

him in gathering his material for his
next series of shorts.

e

EDWARD G. HITCHCOCK, di-
rector of publicity and advertising
of the Paramount Theater, needs no
introduction to theater operators on
the West Coast. Wherever a big
campaign was put over or something
out of the ordinary accomplished
Hitchcock generally had his finger
in the pie. He is now in New York
with Publix. Before he lecaves New
York Hitchcock will, no doubt, do
things that will make him remem-
bered a long time.

Cast for Carroll Film

HOLLYWOOD, Calif., Feb. 24.—Cast-
ing of Nancy Oarroil’s next starring
vehicle, The Devil’s Holiday, has begun
with the assigning of James XKirkwood,
Hobart Bosworth, Ned Sparks, Morgan
Farley and Jed Prouty to the principal
supporting roles. The story s an origl-
nal by Edmund Goulding, who will also
direct the production. Work to start
as soon as Carroll returns from a vaca~
tion in Hawall,

Exploitation Tips

_ The Billboard will be glad to receive and publish accounts of exploi-
tation stunts ortideas that exhibitors have -found successfyl.
your communications to H. David Strauss, Motion Picture Edit Th
Billboard, 1560 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 7 s 2
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Technicolor

Signs Freund

German photographer re-
sponsible for odd camera
shots to remain in U. S.

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—Karl Freund,
the genius of cinematography, who was
responsible for the various original
camera angles and odd photography of
the German films, Metropolis, Variety,
The Last Laugh and The Golem, has
been signed by Technicolor and starts
work Immediately in his new capacity on
the West Coast.

Freund’s photography in several Ger-
man films was so daring and so inven-
tive that it practically revolutionized the
photographic work of all Hollywood
cameramen and directors who sought for
novel manners of catching ‘scenes. In
fact, it was followed to such a large
extent Iin this country that it became
monotonous.

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, president of
the Technicolor Corporation, announced
the signing of Freund this week. The
German camera artist has been in Holly-
wood for several weeks studying Ameri-
can iethods of production, and it was
only after several conferences with the
head of Technicolor, who realizes that
Freund possesses not only an inventive
mind but an excellent technical capac-
ity, that the contract was slgned.
Freund will be shortly assigned as
cameraman to one of the new Technd-
color productions and picture fans can
anticipate something different.

Salacious Adv. i
Hit by AMPA

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—At ity weekly
luncheon held in the Paramount Hotel
Grill, at which the editors and writers
of the New York trade papers were the
guests of honor, the AMPA hit at sala-
clous advertising in the motion picture
field by elther theaters or the publicity
department of any film-producing or-
ganization.

At the meeting it was decided to draw
up a resolution condemning such prac-
tices, with Arthur James and Maurice
D. Kann instructed to prepare such a
resolution with a third committeeman

SALLY (F. N.)—Ralph Noble, han-
dling * the advertising and publicity
for the Capitol Theater, Little “Rock,
Ark., used windows as his main ex-
ploitation medium to sell this pro-
duction to the local people. Eight win-
dow displays were made by local muslc
dealers, who =2also plugged the pro-
duction with loudspeakers,6 over the
street playing the music. Song slides
were used in a number of Little Rock
theaters a week before the picture's
opening at the Capltol.  Large hand-
painted figures of Marilyn Miller were
used in the lobby well in advance of the
opening also.

LUMMOX (U. A.)—Warren Slee, man-
eger of the Colonial Theater, Allentown,
Pa. together with John Wagner, of the
United Artists exploitation staff, under
Fred Schaefer, put on a fine campalgn
on this production that was augmented
hy & large newspaper advertising cam-
paign well in advance of the picture’s
opening. A timely tieup with the local
dealers of Liberty, who give the picture
a four-star -rating, was capitalized with
newsstand ads on the -production. A
tabloid serialization of the story was also
carried . by a local paper, as was a clas-
sified advertising contest that created a
great deal of interest both for the paper
and production. Special feature stories
were worked in the dailles also. A spe-
cial preview for prominent Allentown
women was well received.

THE LOST ZEPPELIN (Tiffany) ——
Credit Mike New:nan, of the Spreckels
Theater in San Diego, Calif., with this
campalign., Mike had an 18-foot Zeppelin
built, equipped with loudspeakers that
when mounted on & truck woke the local
people up to the fact that the picture
was coming to town. The Zep was per-
fect in proportion, being electric lighted
and having all the equipment of a real
airship. Mike also tied up with the local

paper to boost the fund of the Camp
Kearney Dirigible Base and secured per-
mission from the city to stencil the street
corners with copy on the production.
Ticket booths were located on the prom-
inent corners of the city, with girls
dressed as aviators to sell tickets for the
show. A double-truck advertising spread
was arranged with the local.radio stores
and each day at noon miniature Zep-
pelins were sent up in the air, some of
which carried orders for merchandise in
the local stores figuring in on the tieup.
Mike had a2 long line walting at the box
office the opening morning of the pic-
ture’s engagement.

MELBA THEATER, Dallas—For the
showing of Hell Harbor, staged a Victor=-
Melba Radio Show on the mezzanine
floor, where all types of the Victor radios
were displayed. A tieup was made with
all dealers, ard a speclal edition of =&
local newspaper was Issued, known as the
“Victor-Melba Radio Show” edition.

ELMWOOD Theater, Buffalo—Recent-
1y ‘all redhead girls were admitted free to
see Gay Terris, heroine of a new serfal-—
Redheaded and Broke—running in The
Bujffalo Times. Robert Propster, radio
singer,entertained with Lonesome for Love,
theme song of the story. The manage-
ment gave telephone index souvenirs to
each patron, and received much pub-
lieity In The Times.

QUESTIONNAIRE —
Monty Salmon, manager of the Publix
Theaters in Macon, Ga. having done
everything possible to put his houses in
favor with the public, sent out a ques-
tionnaire of 34 questions to his em-
ployees that they were to fill out and
return to him. The {dea was not sO
much to get the employees’ reaction of
the questionnalre, but to convey to them
2 message that might have had the
wrong effect had it been sent In the
form of an open letter. Monty reports

EMPLOYEES’

to be selected by them. The actlon, it
is sald, follows a plece of theater adver-
tising published in 8t. Louls papers.

Simmons With Sono Art

NEW YORK, Feb. 24~—Mike Simmons
has been made director of advertising
and publicity of Sono Art Productions
to succeed Bill Yearsley, who recently
resigned.

Beatson With Fox

NEW YORK, Feb. 24—Frank Beatson
has been added to the cast of the Foz
Movietone Foliles of 1930. Beatson is
remembered for his unusually good work
in the legitimate attraction Big Boy.

that the questionnaire had the desired
effect in bringing the employees up to 2
very high standard of service that he
desires. Any exhibitor may secure the
questions Salmon sent to his employees
by writing him direct. The list is too
long for reproduction here despite the
fact that it I8 very appropriate.

SEVEN KEYS TO BALDPATE (Radio)
—When this production played the St.
Louis Theater, 8t. Louls, 2,500 envelopes
containing keys were distributed to pa-
trons of & local dance, with the Kkeys
reading: "“This is not the right key to
Baldpate, but you are sure of many
laugns and thrills: when you see Scven
Keys to Baldpate.” One hundred of the
keys were printed to read: “Thls 1s-.a
lucky key which is good for a pass to
see Seven HKeys to Baldpate at the St.
Louis Theater.” The stunt caused quite
a furor at the dance and there was &
wild scramble to see who could get the
lucky keys ¢hat were pagges. The dance
was stopped for several minutes and
whether or not the customers got the
tickets many of them were persuaded to
see the picture.
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“Troopers Three’
(TIFFANY PRODUCTION)
At the Gaiety Theater

Here 18 8 gay, rollicking comedy of the
U, 8. Cavalry. We have had photodramas
built against the background of the
army, the navy, the marines and the air
service, but this is one of theWew that
has had its story set around e U. 8.
Cavalry. While the picture is not of
long-run caliber, it is good program fare
and should prove exceptionally popular
in the regular-run houses. There are
plenty of good, wholesome laughs, with
just enough of the melodramatic to keep
the audience in suspense.

Rex lease has the leading male role,
and while we had seen this lad In a
number of silent plctures, this is the
first time he has caught our eye in a
talking production. As a result of his
work in this pleture he stamps himself
as a comedian of no mean ability. He
hes the role of a wise Broadway “ham”
who gets into the service for four weeks
at the Citizens’' Training Camp so as to
get bed and board free. After seeing
him in this production it's too bad Uni-
versal had not discovered him for
Broadwaey. This lad would have been
ideal {n the Lee Tracy role of the orig-
Anal production that was rather mis-
played by Glenn Tryon on the screen.

Troopers Three is subbilled as an epic
of the U. 8. Cavalry, authored by Guy
Empey, author of Over ihe Top. This
subbilling is misleading, as there I8
nothing epical or epochal about the ple-
ture, tho it i8 amusing and entertaining.
The story tells of three vaudeville play-
ers who, unable to make a lving at thelir
profession, decide to enter the Oltizens’
Training Camp. Of course, the wise one
of the bunch meets the commanding
officer en route to camp, attempts
fraternizing with him, to later discover
he 18 a superior officer. There is the
romance with the commander’s daughter
and a last-minute rescue of a hard-
botled sergeant in & fire in which he,
the sergeant, was attempting to save the
heroine’s favorite trotting horse. The
picture has been well directed by Nor-
man Taurog and the scenes of the cav-
alry in action are thoroly impressive.
Dorothy Gulliver has the leading femi-
nine role and manages to get as much
out of a simpering character as possible,
while 8lim Summerville, an old favorite
from the early days of the silent drama,
gcores a real hit as one of the troopers.
Roscoe Karns 18 the third of this amus-
ing triumvirate, excellently cast. Joseph
Girard, except for a little more avoir-
dupois, looking enough like  General
Pershing to double for him, is the com-
mending officer and gives a thoro mili-
tary bearing to“the role.

H. D. STRAUSS.

.
¢“The Vagabhond King”
(PARAMOUNT)

At the Gaiety Theater

When Justin Huntley McCarthy's If 1
Were King was musicalized and came to
the screen 28 a romantic operetta under
the title of The Vagabond King, with
Dennis King as its star, it was a signal
for many of the famous old romantic
dramas to be brought to the stage as
Yght operas.

Now this same operetta has been
brought to the screen by Paramount,
with Dennis King again as the star. It
has been sumptuously mounted and
gorgeously costumed, with the entire
length done in Technicolor, but in spite
of this vast expenditure of money on
production the film lacks the verve, pep
and glamour that surrounded the stage
production. Even tho the chief features
of the original production have been in-
corporated in the screen offering, there
is the {feeling of something missing,
and this 18 not due to the fact that the
story is a little outmoded or the famil-
farity of its numbers.

Ludwig Berger, the director, has man-
aged to get some pgorgeous ensemble
scenes—the masquerade ball in the
palace garden, the entrance of the black-
garbed envoys of Burgundy to the throne
room, the rowdy bunch of gamins in
their Paris tavern den and the march of
the Pariaians to battle to protect their
city from the Burgundians. One more
brilllant than the other—but it takes
more than massive sets and Ziegfeidian
costumes to make a photodrama.

It is also true that Paramount has

shown no frugality in salaries, for the
cast includes, besides the star of the
original production. Jeanette MacDonald,
as Katherine: O. P. Heggie, as the King;
Warner Cland, as Thibault; Lillian Roth,
as Huguetts. All‘in all, an excellent cast
when it commes to names. Dennis King,
the star, who was seen by this writer in
the stage production no less than three
times, does not come up to expectations
on the screen. His camera attack is
lacking, and the virility that he dis-
piayed in the originsl production is
somehow lost on the screen. King has
a marvelous stage personality, but the
camera cleseups seem to discount the
matinee-idol type of the stage. The
swaggering, half-burlesque romance that
he displayed in the original production
seems to be entirely lost before the
camera, and it seemns more like a8 Xing
taking himself just a little too serfously.
Jeanette MacDonald, who gave such an
excellent account of herself in her first
screen role opposite Chevaller in The
Love Parade, seems hampered by the
dramatic meagerness of the role in this
production, The real star of the proe
duction is O. P. Heggie in the role of
the Xing. Heggle, excellent actor that
he 1is, has added another memorable
characterization to his long lst of por-
trayals. As the spineless, scheming ruler
he is superb, and makes of the character
2 llving, moving figure. Lillian Roth
attempts & new role.in this production.
8ending her blues singing to the discard,
she turns to the dramatic role of
Huguette and gives quite an excellent
account of herself.

Meny of the original Friml score num-
bers have been retained. Among these
are the stirring Song the the Vagabonds,
Only.a Rose and Love Me and Let Me Go,
also known Valse Huguette. The Song
of the Vagabonds loses 1ts power on the
screen, perhaps due to the lack of action
In its staging. While the star moves
about among . his gamin cohorts the
simultaneous action of the singing cho-
Tus of the original production as they
sing and move forward shouting their
battle cry in song has been entirely elim-
inated. A sticring moment cut from
the original whose insertion might have
brought the same thrill as the stage
production. H. DAVID STRAUSS.

“Personality”
(COLUMBIA)
At Loew’s New. York

Columbia originally planned to have
this production represent the huge sum
of money it pald Liberty magazine for
the screen rights to Leslie ‘Thrasher's
For the Love of Lil cover series, After
viewing the results Columbia officials
had a change of heart and changed the
title to Persomality, thinking perhaps
later »on they would produce another
For the Love of Lil. Despite the fact
that it was not thought good enough
to bear so expensive a title, Personality
is a mighty good program picture ideally
suited for small-town theaters or thea-
ters catering greatly to urban patronage.

Johnnie Arthur, Sally Starr and Vivian
Oszkland head  the cast that 18 well
balanced and capable thruout. - Victor
Heerman directed the production, which
lacks nothing to make 1t a thoroly en-
tertaining vehicle. His story is straight-
forward and he hes not strayed far from
the original script from which the screen
play was adapted. %

‘The gound is okay and there are many
good laughs that no audience will miss.
Buy it, book it and play it a8 a con-
sistently good picture, J. F, L.

“The Great Divide”
(FIRST NATIONAL)
At the Hippodrome
‘The tilm industry has its revivals, too.
Another silent favorite to be lifted from
the shelf and made into a talkle 18 The
Great Divide. Just as has been the case
with the others, the only benefit ob-
tained in this picture is that it has been
decked out in modern apparel. It's
probably good business foresight, tho,
for the many curious fans would, no
doubt, be anxlous to see their old favor-
ites as talkies. The neighborhood film-
goers wouldn't be disappointed in The
Great Divide, for after all it’s an enter-
taining programmer. They'll go for it
if flavored with tasty side dishes.
Altho the photography, situations and

direction could have been better, the
faults are submerged thru the excellent
portrayals of the cast. Dorothy Mackaill
shines out like a diamond in the rough.
Her voice records beautifully and her
acting is spilendid. The same goes for
Tan Keith, who has a ‘wealth of stage
experience as a ‘background. He cer-
tainly i{s a sweet singer, provided it's not
a double doing the pipes work.

Cast also includes Lucien Littlefield,
George Fawcett, Claude Gillingwater,
Myrna Loy, Creighton Hale, Roy Stewart
and Ben Hendricks, Jr. As a wandering
cowboy Littlefield is perfect, He 1s a
big comedy factor in the picture, alths
he hasn’t much to do. Myrne Loy is
effective a8 the Mexican vamp. Al do
capably with the little they have been
asslgned.

Story probably needs briet retelling.
It’s about a young miner whose partner
died some years ago. He has made the
mine pay and kicked back a handsome
profit to his sldekick’s daughter, who
he hasn’t seen in years. When he does
meet up with her he sees that she is the
typical, modern whoople girl, going in
for necking, smoking and drinking. He
kidnaps her and they head for the wide
open spaces. She dropped her evil
habits, but acquired a love for him,
Fadeout is a happy one, with the girl
declaring her love for him to save him
from being lynched as a kidnaper.

Reginald Barker directed the Willlam
V. Moody story. SIDNEY HARRIS.

“Cowboy and the Outlaw”
(SYNDICATE)
At Loew's New York

Bob Steele and Sally Winters in an-
other production directed by J. P. Mc-
Gowan. It must be admitted that this
production i8 better than many of Syn-
dicate’s previous attempts at Western
productions. A lst of old actors have
been added in the cast that can really
act, and tho the story is the old cut-and-
dried thing it is done in a manner that
is thoroly convincing.

Steele’s dad is shot and his friendly
enemy and the father of Saily Winters
is blamed. The boy sets out to find who
did the dirty work and, as in all West-
erns, does so in the end and wins the
girl as he liberates the father from the
hands of the law.

The production is 2 sllent one which
would have been greatly aided by dialog.
No date is on the production and it may
have been produced any year in the last
10. It’s a certainty, tho, that produc-
tions of this kind are petering out, and
the quicker the State rights independent
producer rezlizes that he has to have
sound the quicker his business is going
to pick up and put him and the many
State-right buyers back on their feet
again. '

A good Western for the type house
that can play this stuff in this day and
age and get away with it. J. F. L.

“At the South Pole”
(POLE PRODUCTIONS)
At Loew’s New York

A picturization of the Robert Scott
expedition to the South pole several
years ago that is filled from beginning
to end with a great deal of information
concerning conditions and life in the
Antarctic. The cameraman has made a
number of very wonderful shots, and,
while many stills have been photo-
graphed where it was not possible to use
a2 camera, it does not hurf the produc-
tion enough to harm its selling value.

The expedition is pictured on its way
to the great ice barrier and in training
for the push to the pole by horse sleighs
and dogs.- Animal life around the camp
has been studied and some very inter-
esting shots have been made of the
barrier's inhabitants, especially the killer
whales which are seen preparing to at-
tack a seal.

With the Byrd and Wilkins expeditions
preparing to. return North this produc-
tionh {8 a timely one that should cash in
on the great amount of publicity that
is being given the two expeditions.
Animated maps show the progress of
both the present expeditions.

Getting to the pole on foot was an-
other proposition than it is at the pres-
ent time by air and one naturaily won-
ders if the present-day explorer has it
so tough after all. Goott died on tho

expedition. His last notes and the place
of his death are shown. Photography
good and this one should more than
please in the grinds. J. F.L.

“Loose Ankles”
(FIRST NATIONAL)
At Loew's New York

Somehody must have slipped up when
they azllowed this production to have its
first run in Loew’s mid-town grind house.
‘There have been many productions that
were not near as good that managed to
get into the ace houses along the street,
and why this one missed out is a mys-
tery.

Douglag Feairbanks, Jr.; Loretta Young,
Louise Fazends, Otis Harlan and a very
capable supporting cast make this one
of the best program pictures that First
National has turned out in a long, long
time. It is filled from beginning to end
with some good comedy, and the varlous
parts have been well interpreted by the
differgfit members of the cast.

Thé’ production is from the stage pfay
of the same name. It concerns the do-
ings of a young lady, Loretta Young, who
would like, for some unknown reason, to
get mixed up in a scandal that will pre-
vent her from inheritifg 2 million dol-
Iars. She advertises for a compromiser,
and Doug. Fairbanks gets the, job. The
two fall in love, and, despite the efforts
of maidenly aunts and uncles, marry in
the end after narrowly averting the
ruinous scandal.

Ted Wilde directed the production and
has- turned in a very creditable job.
Several unnamed members”of the cast
are also very good and complete the fun-
making and buffoonery with a lot of good
comedy that keeps the customers roar-
ing. A drinking bout between Loulse
Fazenda and her boy friends, with her
sister, is one of the high lights of the
show. Even the most hard-hearted ex<
hibitor will laugh many times at this
girl do her stuff.

The sound is okay, and it ‘iz one ‘more
First National that the exhibitor can
step hard on and have something to back
his advertising up with. J. F. L.

oYs .
“Lilies of the Field®
(FIRST NATIONAL-VITAPHONE)
At the Strend
Finally bitten by the talkle bug, Lilied
of .the Field holds just as much appesl,
if not more, as 1t did when viewed in
1921 by Broadway playgoers and later by
silent flicker fans. What with the ex-
cellent story, penned by Willlam Hurl-
but, and the superb cast, starring
Corinne Grifiith, it grips, plays upon the
heartstrings, and all in all provides an
enjoyable 55 minutes of entertalnment.
Corinne Grifith couldn't have played
her role more understendingly. It is no
easy one to handle and calls for plenty
of dramatics, but she portrayed it most
impressively. 8he seemed to put her
very heart and soul into it. Playing op-
posite her was Ralph Forbes, and he has
enough charm and looks' to set many a
heart aflutter. Comedy relief is pro-
vided by May Boley, who ably takes care
of her old-time showgirl role.” Patsy
Paige is sweet in her child part, han-
dling lines dke a veteran, These four
were the shining lghts of the film, and
Corinne Griffith was the whole torch.
This film is quite a change from the
songfests and flippant comedy pictures
that producers have been wishing on the
patrons of the spoken screen, It is
thoroly dramatic, possessing realism.
The takeoff is interesting, showing an
innocent wife veing framed by her hus-
band for a divorce. Custody of their
child is awarded to the father. The
heartbroken mother, in an effort to for-
get, turns to cabaret performing and
drink. A wesalthy and young bachelor
constantly keeps after her to be his com-
mon-law wife. She steadfastly refuses,
but accepts after her 'child doesn't
recognize her when they meet, Another
heart siab 18 given her ‘when she learns
her child has died. The boy friend com-
forts her, asking her to be his true wife

so that they can start life ‘anew.

The film has been done very effec-
tively, with situations built up in just
the right way. The consistently smooth
direction 18 the work of Alexander Eorda.
Leaser roles were nicely handled by Jobo
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Loder, Freeman Wood, Eve Southern, Rita
Le Roy, Jean Barry, Betty Boyd and Vir-
ginia Bruce.

If you, Mr. Exhibitor, are desirous of a
programer of the first grade, then be
sure to book Liltes of the Field. Corinne
Griffith has drawing power, and her ad-
mirers will look up to her more when
they see her performance In this talkle.

SIDNEY HARRIS.

“Roadhouse Nights*’
(PARAMOUNT)
At the Paramount

Charles Ruggles goes on another drunk
in this production to the high delight of
the customers. From beginning to end
the production is all Ruggles, other than
the few moments Jimmy Durante and
Fred Kohler get the spotlight, which
are very few, indeed.

Helen Morgan is in the cast as the
leading fem. The part could have been
improved on considerably by putting
another lady In the part, but it must be
sald to her credit that it is the best
performance she has turned in to date.
A great deal of credit should go to the
cameraman on the production, Willlam
Stelner. He has used La Belle Morgan
in a very nice way and has been careful
in picking the correct lighting effects
and studies to show her off to her best.

The story is that of a newspaper re-
porter sent to cover & story his buddy
fell down on and uncover & gang of
rum runners who are supposedly ruin-
ing Chicago and the youth of America
in~ general. The reporter, Charles
Ruggles, finds that his pal has been
murdered by the gang and he is saved
by the moll of the gunmen’s chief, Helen
Morgan, who, it seems, was his child-
hood sweetheart back in Wisconsin. The
pair are in love again and are nearly
killed before the Coast Guard comes In
and captures tke gang and rescues the
reporter and his girl friend. The only
holdback to the story is the possibility
that the rum was captured. Anticipating
this Director Hobart Henley didn’t reveal
the fate of the firewater.

The story i1s by Ben Hecht and has its
moments. BEverything has been done to
make the production a thriller and in &
great measure those responsible for the
production have made it so. There i8
‘nothing in the whole plece that will
prove offensive to.the most rabld dry or
wet. It should play everywhere to & fair
degree of success and Is one of the best
program bets Paramount has produced
this year.

Sound could be better. Screening
time 68 minutes. iJ, ¥. LUNDY.

. .
“Chasing Rainbows”
(METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER)

At the Capitol

When M-G-M first brought Bessie Love
and Charlle King to the screen as co-
featured players In The Broadway
Melody they had the beat on the novelty
of this type of production, a cracking
good yarn of stage life—before that en-
tertainment had been done to death—
and a production that was at that time
the ultimate in sound production. Then
it also had the added value of a couple
of hit numbers that were sure-fire pop-
ularity ringers.

In this latest opus, which brings King
end Love to ,the screen a&gain as co-
featured playérs, M-G-M has made an
effort to duplicate the background, the
characters and the type of entertain-
ment that was offered in The Broadway
Melody. But it turns out to be a rather
weak follow-up which must necessarily
suffer by comparison on account of the
similarity of characters and the same
featured players.

Chasing Rainbows s another story of
theatrical life. both backstage and in
the private lives of the screen Thespians.
Bessie Love has another of those self-
abnegatious roles that is carrled to such
2 severe degree of sacrifice that one
loses patience with her. <Charley King
is again the bragging player, with the
finer character Instincts displayed in his
first M-G-M characterization sadly lack-

But in spite of these comparisons Bes-
sle Love still stamps herself as one of
the most flnished actresses on the screen.
8he gilves to the role of Carliec a real
vitality and again scores in a hysterical

scene, torn between laughs and tears, as
she did in her first dialog and song pro-
duction. Then, too, the picture tinds its
real comedy in that Inimitable clown.
Marie Dressler, whose drunks lke old
wine seem to Improve with age. Miss
Dressler has &an Inebriate scene with
Polly Moran that is hilarious and proves
one of the really bright spots pof the
production.

Chasing Rainbows also serves another
purpose and that is to prove that Jack
Benny is a very good actor and not only
a master of ceremonies. Benny had
served In an m. c¢. capacity In both
vaudeville and screen revues to such a
degree that one began to suspect his
ability rather limited. This production,
however, undoes any such suspicion.
For Benny, in the role of the stage man-
ager, plays it with a finesse that M-G-M
can prepare him for many other char-
acterizations., Benny makes the role
human, with both & sympathetic and
a humorous touch that is interest com-
pelling.

Happy Days, & number that has been
played and sung much already-—long be-
fore the picture reached a Broadway
showing—even tho it was written for
this production, is tuneful and should
be, and in fact already is, one of the
screen song hits of the season. Chuck
Reisner handled the direction and has
managed to get some excellent back-

stage scenes, and his ensemble scenes
have been nicely done and well placed.
You, no doubt, will boost this as a
follow-up on The Broadway Meclody, but
it is feared that It will prove something
of a disappointment to those who ex-
pect as excellent a production from
every standpoint as the first film was.
H. D. STRAUSS.

Sound Shorts

“Caviar”
(EDUCATIONAL)

STYLE—Animated Cartoon.

TIME—Seven minutes.

Paul Terry, creator of Aesop‘'s Fables,
has returned to the animated field with
Educational with a cartoon comedy that,
while slow to start, is far above the aver-
sge of this type stuff.

Some excellent drawings are used, and
the filming is done in black and white
instead of the usual ycllow and white.
The rats and ¢ats do some classical
dancing and chasing that coupled with
some very good comedy makes this &
most desirable short. The synchronizing
is very good and the short should play
successfully everywhere. J. F. L.

MOUNT YOUR

HORNS

in LITTLEFORD
HORN TOWERS

The best and most  economical way to
install horns for Sound Pictures is to use
the Littleford Horn Tower with Flaring
Device. The Tower measures 77" square
and has an adjustable height of from 12
to 18 feet. Angle irons 2°x2”x3-16” form
the structure. It is strongly reinforced
by gussets at each corner—the tower is
rigid and free from vibration. - Colson
ball-beaaring rubber-tired casters with
ball-bearing swivel permit of easy move-
ment about the stage.

The ladder at the rear of the tower,
the wooden nailing strip around the top
(used for draping) and the open con-
struction of the tower all help toward
an easy, accurate installation of horns.
Approximate time required for erection
—two men from four to five hours.

By the addition of the
Flaring Device (Patent
Pending) the Littleford
Tower is converted into
the most advanced piece
of equipment for the in-
stallation and adjustment
of horns for Sound Pic-
tures — horns  may be
flared to right or left, up
or down.

Shipping
weight of
Tower only
625 pounds.
Shipping
weight of
Flaring
Device only
75 pounds.

Write for Complete Information

LITTLEFORD BROS.

501 East Pearl Street,
Cincinnati, Ohio

“The Big Jewel Case”
(EDUCATIONAL)

STYLE—Comedy.

TIMFE—Seventeen minutes.

Tho the story of this production is a
bit threadbare from use, Jack White has
made it into a very good comedy that
will be worth & gang of laughs from the
customers. It concerns a Jewish-Irish
detective team, hired to protect a fam-
ily's jewels. They and the Negro butler
are scared almost to death before they
find it was the family and the chauf-
feur merely testing them out.

Eddie Lambert, Fred Kelsey, Anita
Garvin, Robert Graves and Curtls Mc-
Henry make up & highly capable cast
and are realistic enough In thelr per-
formances. The sound Is okay and it
will behoove any exhibitor to play this

one. J. F. L.
“Bulls and Bears”
(EDUCATIONAL)
STYLE—Comedy. ] 3

TIME—Twenty-two minutes.

Andy Clyde, Daphne Pollard, Marjorie
Beebe and Bud Jamison in a thoroly en-
joyable comedy based on the recent stock
crash. It has been sald that when Edu-
cational split the team of Andy Clyde
and Harry Gribbon that both would
drop to oblivion. Gribbon iIs not missed
in this production and if Universal se-
curcs the big boy & partner as good as
Clyde has in Bud Jamison both should
neyer worry about the future.

Clyde is a grocery store owner whose
partner leaves him to play the market.
The old hoy sticks along with the grocery
business and In the end lords it over
the former partner now in the gasoline
business. Jamison sings & couple of
very nice tunes which are burlesqued
rather well by Daphne Pollard and Mar-
jorie Beebe. All in all it Is another one
of the Educational short feature hits
that will play in any house to a roaring
audience. The Industry is beginning to
wonder how Educational can be so con-
sistently good in its comedy productions.

Sound okay. Length 1,838 feet.

J. F. L.

“Low Down”
(VITAPHONE 914)

STYLE—Musical, singing and dancing.
TIME-—Siz minutes.

For a “bird's-eye view” of the black
belt in Harlem’this sound short gives
more than an eyeful of the ever-enter-
taining darky music, singing and danc-
ing. Then, too. the entertainment is
put over in the charming atmosphere
of the backyard of a Harlem tenement.
Use a large cast and the speclalty people
are dyad-in-the-wool performers blessed
with the unbridled pep and rhythm
characteristic of thelr race.

Outstanding in the short is the musl-
cal quartet. These boys get hot and
heavy music from a plano, guitar, kazoo
and makeshift drum arrangement. They
do some corking warbling, too. A girl
leans froma a window set to sing That
Thing Called Love, yodeling a chorus.
Then another lass contributes some
tvplcal darky stepping and her middle
name must be "snake hips’. Among
the specialty people are Monette Moore,
Gertle Chambers and Mary Barnes,

You can't go wrong in booking this
one, except in towns where they don‘t
take to the darky stutf. 8. H.

“More Sinned Against Than

Usual”
(VITAPHONE 3681-82)

STYLE—Comedy.
TIME—Fifteen minutes.

Be sure to book this one if you want
a tasty morsel as a side dish for your
program. It's a two-reeler melodramatio
satire, following up on the travesties put .
on in Hoboken by Cleon Throckmorton
and Christopher Morley. This sound
short is & peach In whatever way you
look at it. The cast, direction and story
link hands in achieving laugh thoro-
ness.

The scene ls one of those old ntckel-
odeons, with a well-chosen audience to
hiss, applaud and cheer the show as it
goes along. In it we have the stern old

(Ses ‘SOUND SHORTS on page 25)
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Theaters Planned

BALTIMORE, Md. — Howard ° Price
Kingsmore, Loew's city manager here,
Is surveying the possibilities of estab-
lishing & news-reel theater atop Loew's
Century Theater.

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. — Warner
Brothers will bulld a new theater here,
J. T. Warner announced iast week.

DFENNIS, Mass.—A new theater with a
seating capacity of 450 is planned for
this city. Pictures will be the policy.

GLENS FALLS, N. Y.—This city is to
have a new theater to be constructed by
Manager Fred W. Mausert of the State
Theater. The house, seating 2,000, will
adjoin the State Theater, which Mausert
will continue to operate. All seats in
the new theater will be on the first tloor.

LIBERAL, Kan.—Fox Midwest Theater
Circutt will erect a new theater here in
the near future.

LYNCHBURG, Va. — Paramount is
bullding a new theater here, which when
completed will be operated by Publix.

NASHVILLE, Tenn.~—Work has been
started on the new Publix house.

NEW ORLEANS-—Advice from New
Iberin 18 that Port 'Arthur Interests will
erect an up-to-datd picture theater at
an estimated cost of $40,000.

NEW YORK—A new A. H. Schwartz
theater will be built at Queens County,
L. I. C., shortly. The house will seat
2,600.

Theater Deals

BALTIMORE, Md.—Harry Reddish has
leased Schanze’s Theater here to Edward
Matthews, who will improve the house
without interfering with operation.

BRIDGEPORT, Ala—Mrs. H. G. Jen-
kins purchased the Jackson Theater
from J. Leslle Hackworth.

CLARK, 8. D—L. H. Altfillisch took
over the Idle Hour Theater recently and
renameqd the theater the Clark. Sound
equipment was installed.

COLUMBUS JUNCTION, Ia—Harold
Kelly, has purchased the Lyric Theater
from Dick Hickman.

CRESTON, Ia.—The Crest Theater was
sold by A. B. Pace to O. G. Sears.

DETROIT—The Mount Elliott Thea-
ter has been sold by Harold L. Chsase
to Glenn Stelk, who will manage the
house.

DETROIT—The Berkeley Theater In
Berkeley, a suburb of Detroit, has been
leased for a period of 10 years to M. L.
LeCocq by the Michigan Theater Ex-
change.

DETROIT—The name of three major
houses here have been changed to in-
dicate changes In ownership brought
down to date. The B. F. Keith Temple
8 now known as the RKO Temple. The
Girand Riviera has become the Publix
Riviera, and the Oriental is now Xsane's
Driental.

DICKINSON, Tex.—Abe Silverberg has
‘eased the Hollywood Thesater.

EAST CANONSBURG, Pa~—The Du-~
jJuesne Theater has been leased by L.
Jevon.

GRAND ISLAND, Neb.—Local business
nen have taken over the ownership and
speration of the Island Theater. The

louse had been closed for several
nonths. Johnny Kully has been named
IS manager.

QGREFNWICH, Conn.—The Star Thea-
er has been leased by the Brandywine
\musement Corp. It will reopgn soon
fter being sound equipped.

GRISWOLD, Ia.—The Grinnell Build-
ng has been purchased by P. G. Held,
wner of the Strand Theater, who will
onvert the structure into a sound pic-
ure house. 3

HIGHLAND PARE, Mich.—The Verne
‘heater has been taken under the man-
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Books

e ARCUS TICKET

TEREST -YOU.

€0, 348 N_Ashland Ave. CHICAGO

300 to 500 seats.
BANK, Albany, N, Y. *

FOR SALE, Culver Theatre, &3 onerohants Road,

High-class neighborhood. Possession at once.
Will take back large first mortgage. Photo on request. Inquire CITY SAVINGS

Terms $40,000,

agement of David Feltz, manager of the
Michigan Theater Exchange.

HOWARD, 8. D—Willlam Klein, of
?Mux Falls, has leased the Grand Théa~
er.

KATONAH, N. ¥.—The Katonah Thea-
ter has been sold by John A. McLaugh-
Iin to Steven Strahota.

LOS ANGELES—Fox West Coast Thea-
ters has acquired the Arkush circult of
theaters in California for a sum sald to
be in excess of $1,000,000. Under the
terms of the deal, it is sald Ellis Arkush
will be retained by the Fox organization
in the capacity of district manager for
the operation of the theaters, which
consist of the Peninsula, a 2,500 seating
capacity house in Burlingame; a twin
theater in San Mateo, both wired for
sound; two theaters, the Regent and
the Garden, in the latter city, that are
closed temporarily for improvements and
repairs; the Varsity and Stanford thea-
ters in Palo Alto. and the Sequoia, also
in the latter place.

LOWDEN, Ia.—The Lincoln Theater
has beéen sold by Kacena & Wiese to H.
Kreinbring.

MADISON, Neb.—Mrs. W. M. Young-
claws has purchased the Auditorium
from O. R. Bottmer. "

.
NATRONA., Pal The State Theater
has been bought ‘by M. J. Wygonik from
Lew Stein.

NORTON, Kan.—The Coxy Thesater has
been purchased by Miller & Mason in-
terests from Mr. and Mrs. M. F. Browne.

PROSPECT., O.—W. N. Hatch recently
purchased the Ohlo Theater at a sheriff's
sale.

ROCHESTER, N. Y.—Elas Panos,
former manager of the Majestic Theater,
Hornell, last week leased the Boller The-
ater, Canisteo, which he will direct as
manager. Panos also s considering
bullding a new theater in Hornell next
fall. % VK

8T. MARYS, W. Va.—The Robey Thea-
ter was purchased by Charleg Carroll
from H. H. Robey.

SIOUX CITY, Ian—The Strand Thea-
ter passetd into the hands of the Sioux
City Nationsl Bank last week.

SMITHFIELD, O—Harry Sharp took
over the ownership of the Strand Thea-
ter recently and changed the name of
the house to the Iona.

WALNUT, Ia.—R. E. Duke and O. C.
Johnson have purchased the Lyric Thesa-
ter.

WATERBURY, Conn.—Walter Donovan
has purchased the Hamilton Theater in
the Bast End. The deal Involved $100,-
000. The house has been idle for some
time and will now operate with a picture
policy.

WATERTOWN, Mass. — The Coolidge
Theater has reopened with W. J. Burke
as manager, and the license has been
transferred from the Coolidge Theater
Corporation to the new Watertown
Amusement Corporation, which controls
other houses in Medford, Melrose, Ever-
ett and Malden, Mass., The new corpora-
tion imcludes Irving I. Green, president;
Fred Green, treasurer, and Morris M.
Green. While closed the house was re-
decorated and talking equipment in-
stalled.

| Theater Openings

ATHOL, Mass. — Goldstein Bros. have
opened their new Capitol Theater. The
house seats 1,225 on one floor and is
equipped for talking pictures.

HIAWATHA, Kan.—The new Dickinson
Theater here opened last week. Floyd
G. Ward 1s manager of the new house,
which plays talking pictures.

LOWELL, Mass.—Fred Lieberman and
Norman C. Glassman have opened their
new Victory Theater as a first-run pic-
ture house.

MADISON, Wis.—The  new Eastwood
Theater opened recently. The chief
stockholders In the new house comprise
local business men.

MANHATTAN, Kan. — The Wareham
Theater opened recently with sound pic-
tures.

THOMASTON, Conn.—The Paramount
Theater here has opened. Rossl C. Cabol
is general manager, and H. J. Amundson
manager,

REOPENINGS
CLARK, S. D.—The Clark Theater has
been reopened after undergoing Im-
provements and sound-equipment in-
stallation.

DETROIT.—The Dexter Theater, lead-
ing neighborhood house, has reopened
with a picture policy after being closed
for several months. Extensive altera-
tlons necessitated the closing of the
theater.

EARLEVILLE, Ia., — Dean Slick and
Erwin Parkin have reopened the Crystal
Theater.

MIAMI, Fla~—The Lyric Theater re-
opened recently after a complete ren-
ovating. Sourls, Nems & Compsany are
owners of the house.

——

MINNEAPOLIS. — The Palace Theater
has reopened with sound pictures In
conjunotion with burlesque shows. The
theater was closed some time ago to In-
stall talkie equipment.

MODESTO, Calif.—The Strand Thea-
ter, which was wired for sound pictures,
reopened last week. National Theaters
Syndicate controls the operation of the
house,

NEW CASTLE, Pa.~-The Nixon The-
ater has been reopened .with Kranzfeidl
& Zansky in charge. replacing John
Newmasan.

PITTSBURGH.—The Midway Theater
has been reopened by J. J. Kane,

RIVERTON, Neb.—E. R. Thomas, man-
ager of the New Theater, has reopened
the house.

SAXON, Wis. — The Royal Theater,
which has been closed for slme time,
reopened recently. There will be shows
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday eve-
nings, according to Conrad Peterson,
mansger of the theater.

WATERLOO, Ia. — The Iowa opened
last week with Jake Rosenthal '‘as man-
ager. The house was formerly known as
the Plaza.

WHITE RIVER, S. D.—The Gem The-
ater has been reopened as the Rialto.

Theater Alterations

ARMOUR, S. D.—A sound screen ang
arc projection light have been installeq
at the Lorain Theater.

AUGUSTA, Me.—The Opera House will
be remodeled shortly by the Augusta
Theater Company,

BUTTE, Mont.~—The Fox-Rialto Thea-
ter has been completely renovated.

CARTERSVILLE, Ga.—The seating ca-
pacity is being Increased at the Grang

Theater. In fact, the entire theater ig
being remodeled.
CLEAR LAKE, Ia. — Acoustics have

been Improved at the Park Theater.

CONCORD, N. H. — Extensive altera-
tions are being made at the Auditorium.

DETROIT.—The theaters which were
recently acquired here by Publix will he
remodeled in the near future. Approxi-
mately $200,000 will be divided among
the houses A

HEMPHILL, Tex.—The Palace Theater
is now undergoing & program of remod-
eling and will reopen shortly.

KOKOMO, Ind.—The Paramount The-
ater will be remodeled In the near fu-
ture. Sound will also be iInstalled.

LENOIR, N. C. — A program of im-
provements ig planned for the Universal
Theater by Charles A. Peeler, head of
the Lenoir Amusement Company.

LYNN, Mass.—The Mark Strand will
be altered and renamed the Warner
Theater.

MINNEAPOLIS.—Approzimately $6,000
was spent in improving the Palace The-
ater.

PITTSBURGH.—A large sound screen
has been Installed. at REKO's Sheridan
Square Theater.

REDFIELD, 8. D. — Contracts have
been let, for ihe remodeling of the:Lyric
Theater, ' and new seats and sound
equipment are among the improvements
plenned.

SIOUX CITY, Ia—Harry Kupper, for-
merly of Plttsburgh, Pa., who this week
assumed his dutles as manager of the
Strand Theater, announced that $15,000
will be spent upon a new lobby and en-
trance, installation of sound eguipment
and interfor redecoration. The name
will be changed to the State. The house
Is owned by the Iowa Operating Com-
pany, which also owns the Iowa Theater
here.

SPRINGFIELD, Tenn. — The Princess
Theater i3 installing new seats and mak-
ing other Improvements. C. H. Dean,
sound engineer for the Crescent Amuse-
ment Company, of Nashville, is super-
vising the Installing of sound equipment
at the Princess.

Theater Staff Notes

HARRY STORIN, manager of the Le-
Roy Theater, Pawtucket, R. I., for the
lagt seven years, was appointed manager
of the Victory Theater, Providence, last
week.

RAYMOND EPPEL, former theater or-
ganist, was appointed manager of the
Granada Theater, Sloux Falls, 8. D., re-
cently,

FLOYD WADLOW returned to the
management of the Virginia Park Thea-

“ter, Detrolt, last week.

JOHN R. PETERS has been named
manager of the Ritz Theater, Indian-
apolis, succeeding Farl Cunningham, who
was appointed manager of the Fountain
Square Theater, Indianapolis,

RAY B. THOMAS is now managing the
Empress and Fremont theaters in Fre-
mont, Neb. Heretofore he managed the
Empress only.

JAMES G. COLVIN, who for several
years was oconnected with the 8. A.
Lynch Emnterprises in Atlanta with the
old Forsyth and Vaudette theaters, now

(See STAFF NOTES on page 33)



SOUND SHORTS

Billbdoard: o

(Continued from page 23)

pepa who almost breaks up the romance
petweent his son and their pretty boarder.
He heard that she has a questionable
past. Then there’s the mustached vil-
lain. He Imprisons the heroine, at-
tempts to kill her, but in the nick of
time comes the redeeming papa to-save
her, reunite her with his son and land
the villaln in the hoosegow.

Cast is perfect, burlesquing the roles
splendidly. Includes Charlotte Merriam,
Charles B. Middleton, Theodore Lorch,
willlam Janney and Saem Blum. Howard
pretherton did the directing, and how!

8. H.

N
“Darktown Follies”
(PATHE)

STYLE—Buck and Bubbles comedy.

TIME—Twenty-two minutes,

Buck and Bubbles in another Negro
comedy that is about the usual run of
the stutf in which these two lads have
.appeared. The story 18 that of a couple
of song and dance men applying for a
part in & Negro show. The old gag of
having them f{ry out before another
Negro actor looking for a job is used to
no good effeot.

An uanamed Negro girl sings a couple
of numbers that are typical of the Negro
jazz singer. Words have been sacrificed
for & lot of jumping around that may
be good on the Iegitlmate stage, but is
a total loss to a' sound picture.

Sound 18 okay. This short will get by
in the lower type houses of the HBast
and West, but will be a total loss In
the South and the better class houses
everywhere. J. P. L.

[

., Ruth Breton
' (VITAPHONE 959)

STYLE—Musical and singing.” 5

TIME—Siz mlnutes.

Violin playing and' singing, with plano
accompaniment, of operatic numbers
makes this one of those “arty” shorts
which In most neighborhood houses gets
only polite attention. It’s pleasing, tho,
for those who go in for that type of en-
tertalnment. Has Ruth Breton, Ameri-
can concert artiste, doing the violin
honors, while Rodolfo Hoyos, Mexican
baritone, assists with singing. It is pre-

sented 28 tho entertalning at a must-

cale.

Altho Mise Breton is w. k. for her
mastery of the violin, the results of her
bow-scraping for the most part didn’t
record okay. It lacked clarity and
sweetness. She offers Seranade Espag-
nole and Le Gitana. Rodolfo Hoyos
shows up very well in his warbling of
Quertda. He has beautiful pipes and a
keen knowledge of dramatics.

Could get by as 2 filler. 8 H

Alice Gentle .

! - (VITAPHONE 3336) ‘'~
STYLE—Singing. )
TIME—Four minutes.

Poor ‘production and dlrection are
shown 1In this brief short, done in
Tecéhnicolor. But don't get the impres-
slon that Alice Gentle isn't okay; it's
not so. A more polished and excellent
singer could not be desired. The only
fault rests with the shooting. Techni-
color here does not mean 2 thing. Then
the male ensemble assisting her has
been-grouped poorly, and, for the most
part, Miss Gentle keeps looking straight
at the camera.

Miss Gentle has.long been identified
with many of the prominent opera com-
panies and also made a brief appearance
in vaudeville. In this short she takes
on the singing of Habanera from the
operg Carmen. She certainly has beauti-
ful pipes. The male ensemble chimes
in occasionally.

Wil just about gét by it hard-plnched
for a brle: filler. 8. H.

“Evolution of the Dance”
(VITAPHONE 389596} (

STYLE-Dancing, singing and comedy.

TIME—Eleven minutes.

Here is a two-reeler sound short done
in TPechnicolor which is just a flash.
There's no punch to it.~but only coasts
along on elaborate coloring, costuming
and 2 hodgepodge of dancing, singing
and comedy. It does not pack the
wallop desired ‘by audiences of the pro-
grameris,
of beautiful settings for background.

Looks gs tho the production costs were
heavy, considering the trimmings and
the large cast. Of all the numbers there.

N\

Done on a stage, with plenty,
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were only two that meant anything. One,

a hobo ensemble dance which has been .

seen time and time again., If we’re not

‘mistaken, Lupino Lane led that number.

He did - it .great. \ The other was a
Hawailian number led by a pretty and
talented girl. She has sweet pipes and
is a graceful stepper.
Directed by Jack Haskell. 8B

Jack Buchanan
~ (VITAPHONE 3816) .
STYLE—Comedy. and singing.
TIME—Seven: minutes.
The clever English stage star, Jack
Buchanan, now appearing in New York
in the musical comedy, Wake Up and

.Dream, has made a really mirthful short.

It's called The Glee ‘cl‘ub. Buchanan 1is
great at pantomime,“and it is just that
that gets the laughs. Dialog is only
resorted to briefly. He works hard in it
and certainly earns the laughs. /

Opening has Buchanan tipping the
audience off that he, has been asked to
sing in a quartet witHout any rehearsing,
and requests thaet they overlook any mis-
takes. From then on everything he does
in the quartet is wrong, and the audi-
ence didn't hesitate to laugh, as it was
really compelling.

Be ‘sure to book 1f, for it's clean and
wholesome entertainment that is*sure to
be ‘an asset’ to any program. -8. H.

“The Love Boat”
(VITAPHONE 955)
STYﬁ—Comedy, singing and dancing.

TIME—Eight miniites.

L It’s just this consistently amusing fel-
low, Herman Timberg, who makes this
short what 1t is. Good entertainment,
heavy on comedy and sprinkled- with a
smattering of song and dance. Without
tiny Timberg it would probably mean
nothing. As it is, the laugh lines are
few and far between. Comedy relief is
mainly dependent on Timberg’s antics
and mugging. Two boys and a group of
girls, featuring Barbara Blalr, are in his
support.

The idea of the.short has Timberg, as
an a.vla.tor. landing on a ship where a
flock of Bl!'IE make men slaves to love.

-

4

The men are made Knights of the Red
Sash. He has a great time with the
glrls, and a blonde, Barbara Blair, grabs
him for her lover. Timberg plays the
fiddler for the honey-sweet singing of
Miss Blair. Then he lands 2 punch with
his song-talk of I Stay at Home and Play
My Fiddle, followed by a bit of his ec-
centric stepping.
A good bet for your program. 8. H.

e and so great is the reception that it is

’ Fasy,

STAGE SHOWS
Capitol, New York

' The Timbergs, Herman and Sammy,
and the aggregation of players who have
been appearing with them in vaudeville,
have turned their attentions to the pres-

entation houses and are at the Capitol.

this week. Herman Timberg ig the fea-
ture of the stage show, Krazyland, which
was devised and staged by Chester Hale,
with his dancing girls appearihg in 2
series of fast and oddly maneuvered
dance routines.

Outside of the staglnﬁ of the dance
numbers Hale has not had much of a
job on this production, for- Timberg has
brought his timber from vaudeville direct
to. the Capitol. All of the various bits
that scored in his varlous vaudeville en-
gagements have been elaborated upon
here and there by a new gag or iiew plece
of business to fit nicely into the stage
show. Timberg scored heavily with his
varlous individual bits and in his clown-
ing with bhis brother, Sammy, acting a5
master of ceremonies and also as stralght
feed for him. This Sam Timberg, under
his brother’s direction, has developed into
one of the best straight men in the
game, while in Leo Changzel, Tiniberg has
a character actor to be reckoned with
and one who means as much to his
comedy development as his dialog or
business. Barbara Blair, also one of the
Timberg vaudeville aggregation, offers a
couple of numbers that register nicely.
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pianist offers the solo part that is

thoroly captivating, both In her per=-

sonality and her musical technique. *~
H. D, 8.

Paramount, New York

N

Hollywood on Broadway is the title of
the stage show this week at the Para~ ;

mount, It is in reality a Roman holi-
day ior Buddy Rogers, screen star, who %4

is playing two weeks' special engagement
in New York. To say that Buddy knocks
them cold would be putting the matter’%

mildly. The audience goes off in a
storm of applause while he is singing, &

impossible to hear half he‘says. Rogers
is alded by Psul Ash, m. c., and he
could not have a better coworker. Ash
plays & beautiful straight. and having
the same disposition as Buddy goes overs
blg. Rogers has made and will make a
horde of new fans for his forthcoming ,
productions in his stage appearances
here. He has about the most versatile !
personelity that can be remembered of
any screen star that has ever made ax
pe!l‘sona! appearance, and that is saying
a lot.

Allen and Canfield would be a starring
team on any theater's bill. Despite the
fact that they precede Rogers they get
several curtain calls and have to do en=
core, tho the crowd is anxious to see the
star of the bill. Harrfett Lee and Paul
Small do a very nice radio number that
is well received. Their voices hre good
and their act well staged. Worthy and
Thompson, colored dancers, are fair. The
boys do some neat, tho trite, routines.:
The Fred Evans QGirls are very good.

Jesse Crawford opens the bill with
songs by Walter Donaldson. He titles
his small act the Donaldson Song Parade.
As usual he scores.

The production was devised and etaged
by Jack Partington. With Rogers and
the picture, Roadhouse Nights, as attrac=
tlon, all Paramount house records should
fall thls week. J. P L.

¥

Keaton and Spanish i

NEW YORK, Feb. 24.—Buster Keaton
will make a Spanish version of Free and
his latest production for M-G.
Same cast and director thruout as t;he
original production. .

Garrick for “Bride 66”

HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 24—John Garrick
has been assigned the leading male role
in United Artists’ Bride 66. He will play

opposite Jeanette MacDonald.
3
Contracts Renewed ‘?%
NEW YORK, Feb. 24 —Among the con-
\tracts to be renewed by M-G-M last week ~
were those of CIliff Edwards, Frances:
Marion, Joe FParnham, Arthur Richman,

Edward Nugent, May BMoylan and Dorothy
McNulty. "]
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M. C. A. Lands
Gibson Hotel

President J. C. Stein signs
Cincinnati hostelry to ex-
clusive contract

The Gibgon Hotel, Cincinnati, which
for the last half dogzen years has been
‘the haven for many of the country's
leading dance bands and 2 much-sought
spot by the various orchestra-booking
agencles, will again be booked exclusive-
ly by the Music Corporation of America.
beginning April 3. The M. C. A. has had
the "ex” on the Gibson for the last sev-
eral years, but the contract expired sev-
eral months ago. Since that time the
Gibson management has booked several
Independent “names”. The current at-
traction, Doc Peyton and his orchestra,
was contracted thru the Amusement
Service Corporation, of Chicago.

The new contract with the Hotel Gib-
501 was consummated last Friday by J.
C. Stein, president of the Music Corpora-
tion of America, who came to Cincinnati
expressly for that purpose. He returned
to the Windy City Friday afternoon.

The first M. C. A. “name” to invade
the Glbson under the new contract will
be Lloyd Huntley and his Brunswick
Recording Orchestra, who open April 3
for an indefinite stay.

The following M. C. A. features will
follow in the order named, each for an
unlimited engagement, depending ,upon
Jhelr drawing power: Johnny Johnson
and his Victor Orchestra, Tom Gerun’s
Brunswick Orchestra, Ted Weems and
his Victor band, Anson Weeks and his
Lolumblia recording combination, for the
last three years featured at the Mark
Hopkins Hotel, 8an Franclsco, and Hank
Halstead and his Victor Recording Or-
chegtra, of Los Angeles.

L 4
M. C. A. Bookings

CHICAGO, Feb. 22.—Hogan Hancock
and his orchestra have been engaged for
an indefinite stay at S8hawdowland, S8an

tonlo, starting March 1.

The Alabamians move into the Boule-
vard des Parls Cafe, St. Paul, February
28 to remain indefinitely.

Don Bestor and his orchestra go into
the Muehlbach Hotel, Kansas City, Mo.,
Match 3.

Charlle S8traight and his orchestra
lave begun an engagement at Blossom
Heath, Detroit, where they will be lo-
tated permanently.

Coon-B8anders, in the Midwest, and
Anson Weeks in the West (Mark Hopkins
Hotel, Prisco) have been engaged for a
Jopular radio account.

Barrett Picked for Prom

OHICAGO, Feb, 22. — Hughle Barrett
wmd his orchestra, who recently played
in engagement.at the Wisconsin Hotel,
dllwaukee, made such a hit there that
hey were one of two bands chosen to
lay the Junlor Prom at Milwaukee
‘hoice of the Barrett orchestra was out
¥ the ordinary, inasmuch as it carries
nly slx men.

Veede Meyer to Hot Springs

CHICAGO, Feb. 22.—Weede Meyer and
nd his orchestra will open an indefinjte
ngagement at the Arllington Hotel, Hot
iprings, Ark, March 1, succeeding
‘harles Dornberger, who will play =
mamber of college dates.

IIREDP’
orchestra is now in its seventh weck
of a nine-week run at Castle Farm,

CURTIS, whose 1l-picce

Cincinnati.  The Curtis band was
originally "booked in at the popular
Queen City resort for six weeks, but
by virtue of its good work was . con-
tracted to remain over for three ad-
ditional weeks.

Shan Austin ‘Band
Has Run Extended

SAN ANTONIO, Feb, 22.—Shan Austin,
the “lttle man with the big band", who
moved into the Plaza Hotel here with his
band three months ago, has had his con-
tract extended for two additional months
at that place. The band is immensaly
popular here.

The Austin aggregation will wind up
its Plaza engagement the last week in
April, at which time the band will move
to Oklahoma City to begin a two months’
Tun at the Skirvin Hotel there,

The band 1is heard four nights a week
over Station ETS8A here, with Austin do-
ing his own announcing.

Schara’s Miamians
Playing in Florida

LAKE WORTH, Fla., Feb. 22.—Charlie
8chara and his Miamians, who recently
concluded a four months’ run at Ham-
burg-on-the-Lake, a resort near Buf-
falo, N. Y., are now filling engagements
in this city, Boynton and West Palm
Beach, and will remain in this terri-
tory until April 1. The Miamians ar
scheduled to return to Hamburg-on-the.
Lake the latter part of May.

In the Miamians' lineup are Louls
Baumgarten, sax., clarinet and volice; Al
Ackerman, pilano, arranger and volce;
Walter Swick, trumpet, arranger and
voice; Arthur Mazenauer, sousaphone,
saX. and clarinet; Charlie Schara, drums,
trombone, manager and director.

Louisville Loons
Out in Rochester

ROCHESTER. N. Y., Feb. 22.—Walter
Davison's Louisville Loons. pit orchestra
at the Plccadilly Theater, down-town
Publix house, has stepped out to make
way for a seven-piece local outfit, headed
by Hugh Dodge, former organist at the
Piccadilly, and backed by the Rochester
Muslclans® Protective Association.

Harlan Christy headed the Loons and
acted in the capaclty of master of cere-
monies.

Nappi Combo
On Hotel Job

BIRMINGHAM, Feb. 22 —Willlam Nap-
pl and his 10-plece Columbia Recording
Jrchestra have been engaged to play twice
dally at the Tutwiler Hotel here, Cole-
man J. Hudson, manager. Nappl and
his boys will remaln here for an in-
definite period.

Nappl 1is one of the South’s best
trumpet players, and was solo trumpeter
with the United Stetes Navy Band dur-
Ing the war. He formerly played for
several seasons with a Meyer Davis unit
in Washington,

J. C. Ashleigh Tells
About China’s Cabarets

James C. Ashleigh, owner and operator
of the Frolic Cafe, in Tientsin, China,
shoots us an interesting bit of data on
the night-life resorts of the Orfent.

“In China, the word cabaret has not
‘the same meaning as in the States,”
Ashleigh writes. “A cabaret here is just
a glorified dafhce hall, employing pro-
fesslonal dancing partners and selling
champagne, whiskies and other spirits.

“I employ 20 Russian ‘Paviowas’, who
get a salary of 60 Mexican dollars a
month, which at the present exchange
means face-powder money. ‘They also
get thelr eats, and on every small bottle
of champagne they get a dollar. You
would be surprised to learn how much
a real good ‘golddigger’ can make a
month.

“I have a peach of an orchestra, one
of the best In all China, comprising one
‘Wop’ drummer, one Georgla sax. player,
who also is a sizzling cornetist; another
Russian sax. player, one trombonist, and
a cornet player. We open at 10 p.m.
and close at 6 am.

“Talkies have just hit the town. The
Empire Theater is the first to show
them, and is enjoying capacity business
withy the sound films.”

Charles (Tex) Smith M. C.
At Coffee Dan’s, Denver

DENVER, Feb. 22-Charles (Tex)
Smith opened Thursday nikht as master
of ceremonies at Coffee Dan’s, Denver's
midnight playground, succeeding Lebee
Goddard. Goddard plang to return to
the West Coast,

Incidentally Coffee Dan'’s is the first
down-town right club to make a suc-
cess in Denver in several years and it is
reported several others will open soon.

“Hop” Shearer With Greer

DAVENPORT, Ia., Feb. 22. — Frank
(Hop) Shearer, formerly speclal agent
with the Isler Greater Shows, 18 now
handling the publicity for Bill Greer and
his Fraternity Favorites, 10-plece outfit,
with headquarters in this city. The
band, now playing in this territory, is
slated to go on_tour May 1, and is set
for a summer location job, beginning
May 30. "

Bono Band To Tour

BUFFALO, N. Y, Feb. 22—Bono and
his orchestra, who for the last two sea-
sons have held forth at the Silver Slip-
per Restaurant here, are planning a tour
of one-night stands thru New York.
Pennsylvania and Ohlo, after which the
outfit is slated to go on location at one
of the hotels in the East. The combo is
under the personal management of Carl
Burt, of the International Orchestra Cor-
poration, Bono formerly played . first
trumpet with Paul Whiteman,

An All-Pest Orchestra

We would like to hear a program by
an orchestra composed of Plccolo
Pete, Harmonica Harry, Ukulele Ike,
Clarinet Clara, Saxophone Sam, Violin
Viola, Fiddle Fannie, Cornet Clarence,
Fife Frank, Cello Charlle, Trombone
Tommy, Piano Polly, Xylophone Zeke,
Megaphone Margaret, Zither Zara,
Banjo Sambo, Guitar Gertle, Drum
Dan, Jews Harp Joe, Bugle Buddy,
Alto Allce, Cymbal Sarah, Cowbell
Carrie, First Bass Bill, Tambourine
Josephine, Trumpet Tillle, Classical
Clarissa and Hoedown Hattie. Wouldn't
it be the greatest collection of freaks
ever assembled?—E. J. Melton in
Boonville (Mo.) Republican.

Money Is Scarce
At Miami Resorts

MIAMI, Feb. 22.—Despite the fact that
Miami and environs are literally flooded
with winter residents, money is unusuale
ly scarce, and the latter factor is blamed
entirely on the recent stock market
-erash.

Cabarets have opened in full force in
anticipation of a blg winter's business,
but more than half of them are slated
to close down within the next fortnight
The Montmartre, located on * Miami
Beach, and the Riviera, opened by Ray-
mond Hitchcock's former manager, and
located south of Mlamli, have already
closed down.

Billy Stennett Clicks
At Hot Springs Hotel

HOT SPRINGS, Ark, Feb. 22 —Billy
Stennett and his orchestra are now in
their slxtﬁ: week of g three montha’ en-
gagement at the Majestic Hotel here.
The unit has been clicking nicely with
;ha Majestic patrons since the opening

€ere. -

The Stennett combination has been
cut down to elght men for the local
engagement, but will augment when 1t
leaves here around the middle of April
to begin lts summer season. The band
is broadcasting dally over Station ETHS.

Harry Jones at Tasmo

MISHAWAKA, Ind., Feb. 22.-~Harry R.
Jones and his orchestra have just opened
an indefinite engagement at Tasmo Gar-
dens here, of which A. C. Krelghbaum is
manager. This {s the band’s third visit
to the local dine and dance place.
Preparations are being made to operate
2 floor show in conjunction with the
Johes aggregation In the near future.

Ballroom Notes®

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., Feb. 22--E. W.
Mushrush, manager of the ballroom in
the Lyric Theater here, has discovered
that the old-time dance contest has not
lost its interest with the general publie.
He announced a city-wide champlonship
danheing contest and immediately the en-
tries began to pour in. ‘There are to be
three different contests, embracing each
style of modern dance steps. Three en-
graved silver loving cups will be awarded
as first prizes.

SALT LAKE CITY, Feb, 22 —Manager
Gordon Woolley, of the Odeon Spanish
Ballroom, took & chance with the law
and against the order of Commisgioner
T. T. Burton, of the public safety de-
partment, this week, and held his final
bathing girl contset tor she seleotion of



oMiss Utah” for the national contest
to be Theld in Miami March 17. The
restricting order made a delay of several
weeks necessary. A pretty miss by the
pame of Beatrice Lee won first place
ponors and will go to Florida for' the
contest,

MIAMI, Feb, 22-—Jan Campbell and
nis 12-piece dance band are set for an
indefinite run at the Cinderella Ball-
room here.

DENVER, Web, 22.—Willlaxnr Wilson
and his Harmony Kings, of Scottsbluff,
Neb., have just opened a 16 weeks’ en-
gageme_nt at the Denver Ballroom, this
city. In the Wilson. lineup are William
wilson, manager, sax and volce; Jeff
wise, sax and clarinet; Frank Koterka,

trumpet; Jack Pringle, trumpet and
melophone; Bob Richards, plano, and
Frank Schalk, drums,

AKRON, O., Feb, 24.—“Doc"” Perkins

and his Jowans, who closed a four weeks’
gement at Madison Gardens, Toledo,
0., Saturday night, will begin an indef-
inite stay at East Market Gardens here
tonight. Marvin (Micky) Aaronson is a
recent ‘2ddition to the Perkins personnel,
replacing Frank Rummery on sax.

SIOUX CITY, Ia, Feb, 24.—~Harold
Austin ahd his New Yorkers; who closed
recently at Chinaland Restaurant, Roch-
ester, N, Y., will open soon at the Riga-
don Ballroom here for an unlimited
period. The band is slated to record for
Gennett at Richmond, Ind., March 8,

Melody Mart Notes

HAROLD STERN, musical director of
the Hotel Ambassador, New York, has
just sold five musical numbers, which he
composed with the assistance of Eva
Johnson and Gladys Unger, to the Shu-
perts, who will use two of the ditties in
their forthcoming production, Three Lit-
tle Maids, and the remaining three in
The Greenwich' Village Follies.

WILL SULLIVAN, of the Englewood
Music House, Chicago, is back in harness

sgain after a 10 days’ {llness with heart *

and stomach trouble. He reports that
his numbers, Hes Anyone Seen My Pal
snd Thet's My Daddy, are enjoying &
heavy sale.

CHARLES E, SMITH and George L.
Raoul, of the staff of the Seton Hospital,
New York, are using their spare time
writing songs, and so far have
knocked out two dandies, Can You Tell
Me If My Dreams Will Come True, a
waltz number, and If You Say You Don’t
Went Me Il Have To Say Good-By, a
fox-trot.

Musical Musings |

CLYDE McCOY, in a recent visit to
the orchestra desk, stated that he and
his band were contracted for a 15 weeks’
run at the Madrid, Louisville, Ky, and
that upon his return there the Madrid
would operate along a night-club pelicy,
instead of as a ballroom. McCoy also
mentioned Herb Morgan as publicity
man gnd maneger of the McCoy Orches-
tra. ‘Morgan, however, in a’ letter to
The Billbodrd, takes exception to McCoy’'s
statements, Morgan informs that the
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Algo Orchestra at liberty. A, TESCHKE, 335 B
85th St., New York,
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'l’ong:. Per(reectesug;a.w th Oarryl Case.
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Lynchba

With ng
ANDERSON, New Central Hotel,
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McCoy unit was booked for a two weeks’
stay at the Madrid, instead of 16 weeks;
that the ballroom will not change its
policy to that of 2 night club, and that
he (Morgan) is manager of the Madrid,
and mot publiclty man or assistant
manager of the McCoy Band.

. EDDIE MacDONALD, arranger with the

Vincent Lopez Orchestra, was cut and
bruised about the head and body in an
automobile accldent recently.

BURTON E. ANDRUS, formerly with cf

Rarl B, McDowell and his RKO

SPECIAL
ARRANGEMENTS
~ WANTED

FOR DANCE AND PRESENTATION,
For particulars address
FRED OCKOONEFF%
8 Kresge Bldg., CEDAR RAPIDS, IA:

Orchestra, has returned to his home in
New Orleans for a two weeks’ vacation.
Andrus and his Rainbow Ramblers Or-
chestra will be back on the Royal Ameri-
can Shows this season.

DUDLEY HITTE and ‘Karl O. Krebs,
entertainers, are being featured for an
indefinite period at the Peacock Inn
Cafe, Jacksonville, Ill, - They are featur~
ing a number of Lou Zoeller'’s latest

numbers, and are getting over mnicely.
Hitte and Krebs are negotiating for a
radio tour early this spring.

DON AND RITA, vocalists, have jolned
Fred Walker's Spanish Troubadours,
playing hotels ‘and night clubs thru
California.

BOBBY BROOKS and his combination
are the featured mausical attraction at
the Club Lido, Miami, Stuart Gorman's
Orchestra 18 at the Alcazar Roof, that

AMBERSON'S CALIFORNIANS, six-
plece outfit, have returned to Deming,
N. M., for a limited engagement, and on
March 1 will move into Rose Inn, Bar-
stow, Calif,, for an indefinite stay. In
the personnel are Milt Amberson, man-

ager and reeds; Eddie Morlock, trumpet

and volce; Jimmie Winters, trombone;
Gene Winters, drums and volce;

Macy, banjo and

Bob
Taylor, plano and accordion, and “Licks™
accordion.
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Des Moines

To Carry On

Oberfelder-Ketcham Com-
pany withdraws; Frances
Dale takes the helm

DES MOINES, Ia., Feb. 22, — The
Oberfelder-Ketcham Productions Com-
pany Is closing its season here this week
in a blaze of glory, the smart comedy
Holiday caslly rating as ‘the best 2ll-
‘round show of the stock season. The
leads were played by Frances Dale. and
John Litel, each of whom bullt up

\a large personal following during their

The abrupt ending of the

stay here.
Business

season caused some surprise.
had begun to pick up.

It was announced at the 11th hour
that while Obelfeldér and Ketcham are
withdrawing, Frances Dale is taking over
the, management and reopens tomorrow
with a reorganized company. The hew
company will be known as the President
Players.

A new leading ‘man will be introduced
March 2, succeeding John Litel, who has
had the leads with the Oberfelder-
Ketcham company for two weeks.. Mr,
Litel, John Moore and Vessie Farrell are
leaving the company. A new character
woman and an ingenue will be added to
the company soon, according to Miss
Dale.

George Clarke will remain with the
new company as manager, and Fred Sul-
livan, Jonathan Xole and Georgia Neese
will also remain. The company will
have Frank MacDonald as managing di-
rector, succeeding Addison Pitt, who
returned to Louisville. The personnel of
scenic artists, stagehands afid musicians
will be kept intast, according to Miss
Dale.

The Oberfelder-Ketcham FProductions
Company two weeks ago abandoned the
guest-star plan inaugurated December 28
when the company opened here. Two
guest stars, Ian Keith and Donald Brian,
failed to draw as well as expected.

With discontinuance of the guest-star
plan the $1.60 top was reduced to &1,
which also had a noticeable effect.

Frank MacDonald, who had been stage
meanager for' the Oberfelder-Ketcham
Productions Company, was for the final
two weeks producing director for the
company, succeeding Addison Pitt, who
recently left for Loulsville.

Woodward May Install
Stock at’'Long Beach

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 24.—It is sald
O. D. Woodward, prominent stock pro-
ducer, plans to re-enter the stock field
at an early date. From a reliable source
comes the information that Woodward
has been In negotiation with the Fox
West Coast Theaters for the Capitol
Theater at Long Beach, where he will
install a stock company at some future
date.

‘This house s so located as to be sult-
able for the presentation of plays during
the season at the beach. Woodward at
the present time is identified with a
local school of acting.

Adams Reopens in April

CHICAGO. Feb, 22.—Hugh and May
Adams, operating - the Adams Stock
Company, closed at Eau Claire, Wis.,
recently and are spending the balance of
the winter in New Orleans. They will
return north in April.

Clive Starts “Ghost Train”
On Annual Run at Copley

BOSTON, Mass, Feb. 22—E. E. Clive's
annnal production of The Ghost Train
at the Copley Theater resulted in the
producer-manager’s consenting to reveal
the backstage workings of. the ghost

traln itself after the ‘Tuesday and
Thursday matinees. Of the original cast
E. E. Clive (himself), Elspeth Dudgeon
and Richard B. Whorf remain. The other
members of the present personnel are
Ralph Roberts, Ian Emery, Esther Mitch-
ell, Peggy Bent, Rosalind Russell, Ger-
ald Rogers, Franclis Compton and Her~
bert Belrore.,

Bonstelle
Back in Cast

Taking the Cue

By ROBERT GOLDEN

NOTE—The opinions stated in this column are those of the writer
and need not refiect the policies of The Billboard, which ure expressed
on the editorial page.—FED.

GROWI_NG free list is the infallible sign of a decaying stock

operation., The closing of many a company, especially in cities

of 50,000 to 150,000, has been hastened by the free list. Theaters
occupied by stocks in cities of the class mentioned usually have a ca-
pacity of a little more or a little less than 1,000. The item of leakage
represented by the paper in the house is more than any healthy operas,
tion can survive, because your free list never remains fixed, It.increases
in spite of all you can do.

No destructive element “boring from within® offers such an impedi-
ment to the financial success of a stock season as the free pass. As @
rule, responsibility for abuse of the pass privilege can be traced to the
manager of the company. If he has a financial backer, the angel is usually
to blame for the spreading of the pass evil. In cities of the class referred
to that corroding canker of stock profits has been to some extenl in-
escapable. The mewn manager coming in is afraid to fight it. He finds
that each name he cuts off the list makes of the disgruntled one a knocker,
It may be that the deadhead has never been a booster. 1f the recipient
of the free pass is really decent enough to give the stock an occasional
boost, the privilege accorded him {1s sufficiently adverse to the stock’s
interest in its effect to offset the benefit derived from his good will,
Ducats breed ducats. When you issue a pass you have a right o expect
some equivalent in value. The munager who scatters the paper just to
show what a good fellow he is is a chump.

It all began, long ago,. when holding companies of local people con-
trolling the theater property were encumbered with an executive board,
whose members insisted upon recognition of their claims to free passes
for themselves and members of their familles. They would vote to award
& lease only to the stock operator who was willing to incorporate in his
lease a stipulation insuring them free entertainment for the run of the
season. In time this evil was greatly reduced, but it has never been
entirely eliminated.

“Once a deadhead always a deadhead” is an aphorism all amusement

managers must subscribe to in the light of experience. Yet few are willing
to put up a determined fight against the pass evil, The manager reasons
that the companies ehead of him stood for it, and the company to follow
him will stand for it; hence, he reconciles himself to the policy of taking
@ chance on beating the game by making extreordinary winnings. One
of these days a stock manager i3 going to post at his ticket windows a
sign, reading, “No free list”, just as a few do now, but with this difference
that the rule will be alhered to, excepting the press seats and the few
other unavoidables.

It may take a long time to educate 31l the deadheads. But it can be
done. In time the former beneficlary of the pass system will be a seat
buyer. He will never feel that the entertalnment he is getting is worth
the money. His long enjoyment of the show’s gratis has instilled into
him the honest belie? that he is wasting him money. But that won't
hurt the box office any.

When you opén in a new fown and discover that it has been customary
for years to issue a season pass to the honorable Maeyor, and you follow
the custom, it won’t be long before the chief of police or the police com-
missioner claims the same privilege. 1If it is a bicameral council town, the
president of the board of aldermen aqnd the president of the common
council will soon find e waey to make it known that their friendship is to
be reckoned with. Then come the chief of the fire department, the city
clerk and maybe the chief of the sanitary depariment. Your press agent
will, no doubt, inform you that the political infiuence and the social
prestige of one or another of these officials make the issuance of the
passes they expect worth while. The manager who sits down aend figures
out the leakage represented by a flock of passes of this description will
find he can betler afford to expend every dollar necessary to make his fire-
escapes, walls and premises absolutely proof against any objection any
official may offer than try to carry on with the leakage the flock of passes
entails. And to his publitity man he will say: “Young man, we are paying
you to bring money into the house, not take it away from us.”

When tThe Los Angeles Civic Repertory Players were staging Samuel
Pepys’ 4And So to Bed recently they sent the property man out hunting
for a harpsichord. Nelther the director, nor the cest, nor any theater
patron in that newest big city of the United States ever saw a harpsichord.
But “props” evidently was not an oldtimer. After canvassing 568 music
stores and antique shops, he came back and reported that no such
musical instrument could be found in Los Angeles. The old-time “props”
would have found that harpsichord at his last regular port of call, 56th
or 6th.

Animating spirit of Detroit
Civic draws a big house
and hand

DETROIT, Feb. 22.—The Detroit Civie
Theater's revival of Miss Nelly of
N’Orleans, opening last Monday night,
marked an eventful period in the history
of that organization. Major interest
centered in Jessle Bonstelle, who made
her first appearance this season in the
cast. The new bill also signalized the
return of Walter Sherwin to play an im-
portant role in the'old play. Both were
glven an impressive reception by the big
audience at thie opening show.

Walter Sherwin made his reappearance
as g guest player, taking the role of the
old French priest. Miss Bonstelle was
cast in the title role, Margaret Barker
gave an -outstanding performance of
Delphine, and John Griggs strengthened
himself with the first-nighters in the role
of 'Felix. Others contributing substan-
tlally to the success of the production
are Pauline Crell, Adams T. Rice and
Barbara Willison.

- The company broke the run for a
one-night stand in the Gladmere Thea-
ter at Lansing February 24 under the
auspices of the Shrine Club. Bern-
stein’s The Thief was presented as a
special bill by the second company of
the theater February 24 and the matinee
February 25, with a repeat performance
on March 3. This schedule will post-
pone the opening of The Music Master,
the next production in the repertory,
until March® 4. Royden Whitehead,
stage manager, together with 'Arthur
Davison ahd Merrill Walls, lately of the
cast, will sail from New York February
27 for a six weeks’ crulse of the Medi-
ferranean.

Michigan Players End
Successful Season

DETROIT, Feb. 22. — The Michigan
Players, circle comedy dramatic stock
company, brought to a close February 14
at the Koppin Uptown Theater one of
the most successful runs a company ever
enjoyed In and about Detroit. Their
closing week was their 86th consecutive
week.

The company was organized by James
Rush, with Ralph Barton as a business
partner. The cast included Elaine
Newell, Cherry Hooper, Billie Hindman,
Willlam Colby, Carl Toelle, Ralph Barton
and James Rush.

After a much-needed rest the company
will be ready for another record-breaking
run.

Bert Lytell To Appear
In “Brothers” for Duffy

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 22 —With the dr-
rival here of Bert Lytell, stage and screen
star, gossip had the actor’'s name con-
nected with various pictures and stage
productions, much of which was without
foundation.

It is learned that Lytell is to star in
his recent stage success, Brothers, which
ran at the 48th Street Theater, New
York, for a considerable length of time
last season. No definite theater has been
chosen to house the production for its
local run, according to word from the
Dufty offices. Lytell will also appear in
talklie versions of . his famous crook
stories for Columbia Pictures, it is sald.



Off to Good Start

At Vietoria, Toronto

TORONTO, Feb. 22. — The Victoria
Theater, one of the most successful dra-
matic stock houses in Canada, has been
jeased by Capt. W. M. Plunkett for a
season of shows similar to those spon-
sored by the Dumb-Bells for the last 11
years on the road. The company. is
known as The Dumb-Bells at Home, and
the opening performances were played to
capacity houses. e experiment is an
{nnovation In Toronto and promises to
pe a huge success.

The highlights were a clever jazz toe
number by eight Dumb-Bellettes, a coffee-
stall scene from Old London and a Negro
spiritual by the male chorus. The cos-
tumes were lovely and so were the ladles
who wore them. Something new was the
apache number, in which the Dumb-Bell-
ettes, costumed as boys, danced with
dolls. Pat Rafferty and Red Newman,
as operators of a London coffee stall,
hermonized delightfully in songs from
Bloomsbury and introduced infectious
humor. George Hunter was master of
ceremontes, and Luigi Romanelli led the
band on the stage, with the male chorus
in the background.

The scenery was unusually handsome
and the stage settings rich and appro-
priate. Al Plunkett was one of the stars
and his singing has lost none of its
charm. Morley Plunkett, Helen Thomp-
son, Virginia Martin, James Devon,
Madeline Killeen, Edith Liggitt, Fred
Emney, Curly Nixon, Bob White, Bertram
Langley, Elise Bernard, Louise Burns,
the Corrigan Sisters, Evelyn Cloutier,
Jessalyn Fax and Motenez and Chris
completed the cast. A long season at the
Victoria Theater is assured.

Lucille La Verne To Play
Lead in “To What Red Hell”

HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 24.—At the Music
Box the Civic Repertory Theater’s 4 Bill
of Divorcement opened February 17 with
a cast headed by Ian MacLaren and the
regular members of the group, new-
comers in the cast being Carleton Young
and Clarice Wynn. It is planned to run
this play three weeks.

The cast of The Nut Farm, which got
under way at the Vine Street Theater
February 16, has Emmerson\ Treacy,
Shirley Mason, Frank Mayo, Gloria Grey,
Frankie Raymond and others in impor«
fant roles. Luellle La Verne will not
appear In this play, but will have the
principal feminine role In 7o What Red
Hell. Sheldon Lewls, prominent stage
and screen actor, has been cast for the
leading ‘male role in the plece.

Salt Lake City Guild Aetive

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, Feb. 24.—The
Salt Lake Clty Theater Guild held a tea
at the Playhouse last Thursday afternoon
in honor of members. Manager Charles
W. Clogston and John D. Giles, of the
Theater Guild, had the event in charge.
The motif was to get better acquainted
with the work of the Guild, which is
sponsoring the weekly productions at the
PFlayhouse.

The Gulld has been very active. Last
week 1t planned a New York success
under the title The Play Without a
Name, offering cash prizes for the most
suitable name. TUnusual interest was
aroused by this idea.

Seventh Heaven will soon be produced.
Donna Jones, @& Salt Lake City girl,
krown as Donna Earle, formerly with the
Denham Players, took the lead in The
Play Without a Name, glving Dianne
Esmonde, leading woman, & rest, as she
had only a small part.

The Theater Guild magazine, pub-
lished each week as & program, is also
creating interest.

iﬂdwin Curtis Plenty Busy

HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 24~-Edwin Curtis,
director general of the Henry Dufly pro-
ductions for Los Angeles, has been very
busy with two changes of plays to direct,
Give,and Take, with Kolb and Dill, at
the éresideﬂt. Theater, and Mary Boland,
In Ladies of the Jury, at the El Capitan.
The Frank Craven show, Salt Water, also
under the Duffy banner, got under way
February 16 at the Hollywood Playhouse.
It has a supporting cast which features
Gay Seabrook =and Paullne MacLean,
Prominent stock leading woman, who has
headed her own companies In the East,
In the principal feminine roles. 7 Others
mentioned are Charlotte Stevens, Cyril
Delevanti, Robert Lawler, Byron Hawkins,
Lowden Adams, Phillp Morris and John
Mackenzle.

Billboard

EUGENE
with the Detroit Civic Theater, was
for 15 years identified with stock

WEBER, character actor,

compahies thruout the country. He
also appeared in production prior to
his connection with the Detroit or-
ganization. Weber was the original
David in “What Every Woman
Knows”, with Helen Hayes.

Hollywood as Open Field
For $1 Top Dramatic Stock

HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 24 —Hollywood Is
largely ‘“neighborhood” In classification
in that it patronizes its own theaters
for the most part, altho many of those
residing in the studio city proper attend
the downtown showhouses. Because of
this community spirit there are a great
many persons inclined to the belief that
a godd one-bill-a-week stock company
operating on a $1 top or under can be
successful here. At the present time it
is the policy to offer ‘“‘super-stock" pro-
ductions on a run basis at $1.25-31.50
top, with casts that are changed for the
most part with each new play offered.
This same policy has been carried out in
past attempts of the more recent period
of  stock-company operation with no
better success.

The general bellef—and it still holds
good—was that a stock company would
build up a clientele for a house by the
growing in popularity of its personnel
from the leading people down. The cus-
tomers came back each week to see what
so-and-so was playing in the succeeding
bill, and in no time that theater had the
same audience for each week and on that
particular matinee or night performance
the same faces would be found in the
same locations,

The Civic Repertory Théater will come
near to building up a steady patronage
for the simple reason that the nucleus
of the company s to remaln the same
with each successive play presented, ac-
cording to reports.

Clemant-Walsh Stock
Will Close in March

OMAHA, Neb., Feb. 24~—~The Clemant-
Walsh Players, who have for the last
three months been featured at the
Brandeis Theater In stock repertoire,
have announced that they will close In
one month. They have not stated any
plans for the immediate future. Omer J.
Kenyon is their general representative
and Willlam C. Walsh manages the com-
pany.

Holman Is Winning Out
With Stock at Brockton

BROCKTON, Mass., Feb. 22.—Directing
Manager Arthur Holman made no mis-
take in selecting The Bachelor Father as
the holiday week production by his
Brockton Players at the City Theater.
Constantly increasing patrons acclaimed
the portrayals of the leads, Walter Davis
and Elizabeth Somers, and of Lawrence
Keating in the title role.

The script calls for an original plano
composition, so Kenneth Rowland, juve-
nile, wrote and played one in the role of
Geoffrey Trent. He 1s an accomplished
planist and was accompanist for Eljza-
beth Somers and Agnes Young In songs
rendered during the performance. Miss
Young has yeplaced Frances Kain as
ingenue: and is a vocalist of cultured
merit.

Visiting players i The Bachelor
Father are Gordon Heyworth, Mary
Mullen and Gladys Aylsworth, each of
whom met favor.

In a tleup with local merchants Man-
ager Holman distributed sundry articles
of merchandise between acts Tuesday
night, This was the first of a serles of
“Surprise Nights”, which will be <on-
tinued indefinitely. It proved a good
box-office magnet.

Two Duffy Guest Stars
Take Leads in New Play

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 24.—Gay Seabrook
and Emerson Treacy, both popular Duffy
stars on the Pacific Coast, where they
appeared together in Pigs, Two Girls
Wanted, Jonesy and Take My Advice,
have been engaged to play the leads in a
new show this spring, The Little Go-
Getler, which 1is being sponsored by a
well-known motion picture director. It
i8 believed this play, which deals with
two youngsters, will prove to be a sensa-
tion on the Coast, and if it proves suc-
cessful will be taken east for a fall pre-
miere In New York.

Both Miss Seabrook and Treacy are
enthuslastic over the idea of playing to-
gether in g new show and are looking
forward to a long run here. Joseph
Kearns is the author of The Litile Go-
Getler. He has also written a number
of short stories for varfous magazines.

Arthur Casey Players
Continue To Pack ’Em In

ST. LOUIS, Mo., Feb. 20—The Arthur
Cagey Players who opened at the Or-
pheum Theater here on December 25,
1929, continue to do tremendous busi-
ness and have firmly entrenched them-
selves with the amusement-going public
in this city. For the last two weeks
they have been glving their auditors
The Front Page, with which play they
packed them in at every show, being
compelled to turm many sway 2D several
nights. This week and next they are
presenting Skidding, in which June Jus-
tice Is being featured in the leading role.
Qthers In ilhe cast Include Helen Blalr,
Richard Bender; May B. Hurst, Alexander
Camphbell, Willard 8. Robertson, Grace
Troy, Arthur Pierson, May Green and
Plerre Watkin.

Beginning Sunday, March 2, for two
weeks Guy Bates Post will be the guest
star with the Arthur Casey Players, when
he will appear In the leading role of
The Play’s the Thing, while beginning
March 16 for two weeks Mary Hart will
be the visiting guest star, appearing as
Mother Goddam in The Shanghai Ges-
ture.

V. E. Sutton-Mattocks, assistant man-
ager of the Players, has booked various
organizations and clubs for every Mon-
day night for the next six weeks, a sell-
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out ;belﬁg assured for these evenings as
the result of his lectures and missionary
work before clubs and socleties.

Dramatic Stock Notes

HALLIE MANNING started for the
Pacific Coast on 18 hours’ notice. Henry
Duffy phoned her at her apartment in
New York to come out to the Coast to
play her original role in Ladies of the
Jury. The following day she was on the
train. Miss Manning's role In Ladies of
the Jury was the first she had played in
this country since her return from Eng-
land, where for elght months she was the
ingenue in the English production of
Burlesque, with. Neison Eeys and Clalre
Luce.

THE LONGEST KNOWN woman’s part,
Nina Leeds, the feminine lead in Sirange
Interlude, 300 sides, was played by
Gladys Hurlbut in the Bainbridge stock
production at the Shubert, Minneapoiis.
Balnbridge pald $2,000 for the rights, 'tis
sald, and the plece drew practically
capacity for two weeks. Miss Hurlbut is
planning to play Strange Interlude in
other cities.

MARION STERLY has been engaged as
ingenue lead for Steve Cochran's Na-
tional Theater Players, Washington, D. C.
She will open with the company at the
beginning of the spring and summer
season.

HELEN WALLACE has rejoined the
Favorite Players at the /Lyric Theater,
Birminglham, Ala., opening in Bluebeard’s
Eighth. Wife, followed by The Qutsider,
Miss Wallace has been with the company
at Omaha, Neb., Clement-Walsh manage-
ment, for the last season, playing lead-
ing roles,

KARL NIELSEN, director of the Favor-
ite Players, Birmingham, Ala., staged The
Road to Rome last week and the produc-
tion proved very successful, both from
the box-office and scenic end. The
papers commented on the production at
length, all agreeing it equal to any road
production that has played the city.
Since the season opened October 20 two
other organizations have come and gone,

DEL McDERMID, leading man with
the old Court Streét Players, a stock
company, has returned to Buffalo., He
had a 66-week engagement in stock in
Buffalo the fore part of 1929, and has
appeared In several motion pictures.

RICHARD B. WHORF and Roger
Wheeler, art director and stage manager,
respectively, at the Copley Theater,
Boston, are the authors of Runnin' the
Show, treating of the mechanical side
of the theater backsta'ge.

ROBERT WARWICK, visiting star,
who appeared the opening week of the
Capitol Players at the Capitol Theater,
Alpbany, N. Y., in September, returned
last week to play the leading role in the
comedy Nice Women. He was supported
by Marion Sterly and the members of
the Capitol Stock Players, including
Keyes Perrin, son of Manager Oscar .J.
Perrin, who has achleved a genuine suc-
cess for his very clever acting. He has
the stage presence of an old trouper.

Broad Stock Possibiliti
PLAY THEATER PRODUCER AUTHOR Sets Cast COMMENT
The Last Mile......... .| Sam H. Harris......|Herman Shumlin....|John Wexley......... 1 |16 Men Unfavorable. Theme unsuit-
able, casting too diffiemit.
It's & Grand Life..... } OOt Liaseeriiniinans Tyler & Erlanger....| Hatcher Hughes & 1 |9 Men Unfavorable. Story too risque
Alan Williams..... 5 Women| for stock purposes.
TaPaAZO. ivevissssistionesy Musiec Bex........... JLéee Shubert........ .| Marcel Pagnol....... 3 |8 Men Unfavorable. Casting prob-
5 Women|lem too hard. .
Joseph .....i..iiinaeean Liberty ......cccoen. John Golden......... Bertram Bloch...... 4 |19 Men Unfavorable. Cast too heavy,
4 Women| story too risque.
RILZY vivvvnncnonrcnrenne Longacre ........... L. Lawrence Weher..| Viva Tattersall & 1 (4 Men Favorable. Pleasant social-
Sidney Toler....... 4 Women| climber tale. Good stock atnff.
Ouat of a Blue Sky....... Baoth .....covavvnnns Tom Van Dycke..... Leslle Howard....... 1 {13 Men .| Unfavorable. Casting too
4 Women difficult.
NOTE: Detailed reviews of the above pr were ik in the previous issue of “The Blliboard',
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Harley Sadler
Picks His Date

To usher in season at
Sweetwater, Tex., March
20—-everything brand new

SWEETWATER, Tex. Feb. 24.—Harley
Sadler., who has been busler than the
proverblal one-armed paperhanger at his
winter quarters in this city for the last
30 days, will usher In the 1980 canvas
season with his show in this city
March 30.

A mammoth new top, purchased re-

cently from the Baker-Lockwood Com-
pany, is due here. any day, and Sadler
reports that everything on the show
will be brand new this season, with the
"exception of the chairs. The Badler or-
ganization will play three days in this
city before moving to the Yucca Thea-
ter, Midland, Tex., for a week's stay. The
latter house- has a seating capacity
of 1,600 and 15 considered one of the
most. beautiful theaters between St.
Louls and Los Angeles. It was bullt
by an oll magnate, a resident of Midland,
and was only recently opened.

Among the plays to be presented by
the Sadler show this season are Jomsey,
Kempy, The New Editor, The Watts Fam-
ily, The Nut Farm. Willie Wins a Wife,
Skidding. and several others. Eddie See
and his 18-piece orchestra will be one of
the features of the show.

Among the speclalty artistes with the
show this season will be Eddie See, Jim-
mie Travis, the Musical Milomeys, Gil-
bert YLamm, Gloria Sadler, Glendale
Quartet and Bllly Mack. Henry Russ and
his Georgla Crackers, a five-piece moun-
taineer string band, featuring Paul Rob-
inson, the "Harmonica King", will ap-
pear as an added feature attraction.

Special scenery and electrical effects
will be mounted for each show. The re-
gerve section of the new Sadler top will
seat 1,800.

Ben Craner To Tour
Same Old Territory

Ben's Old Home Tent Show, under
the management of Ben Craner, of Sagi-
naw, Mich.,, will play a route of very
small towns thru Michigan this coming
summer, following the same route it has
traversed In past years.

The Craner attraction will present
both vaudeville and pictures and will
make the hauls on four trucks. The
show will have a special religlous film
program for Sunday presentation. A
slx-plece orchestra also wil] be carried.

At the close of its sumrner tent season
late in August the show is contracted
to play seven fairs in Michigan and four
in Ohilo.

Gus Hill Will:
Have New Show

NEW YORK, Feb. 24. — Gus Hill,
widely known producer of cartoon
shows, is organizing a Bringing Up
Father Company to play one-night
stands under canvas thru New York
State and the New England territory
his summer, opening early in May.

The attraction will be made up of 50
eople, including a band and orchestra,
and the show will be transported by
motor. There will be three men in
advance.

Hill 1s planning to give the George
McManus cartoon comedy an entirely
new production.

HARLEY SADLER, whose name is
well known in every nook and cranny
of the tent-show world, and picked
by many as the most enterprising
manager in the repertoirc field. Sadler
is now located at his winter quarters
in Sweetwater, Tex., making prepara-
tions for the opening of his canvas
season there on March 20,

Don Luis Finishes Run

Don Luls, mentalist, has just con-
cluded a 16 weeks’' engagement with the
Ray Howell Players and is now playing
a number of Independent dates. in
Missourl. He has showed for the last
two years thru Nebraska, Wyoming and
Colorado. Luis is working under the
management of John W. Sabin.

Rosalie Nash Players
Begin Season in May

LOUISVILLE, Ky., Feb. 22—The Rosa-
lie Nash Players are busily engaged at
thelr headquarters in this city getting
things ready for thelr opening in Mtchi-
gan early In May. Manager S. F. Nash
announces that he has purchased a new
60x130 top for the new season, and two
new trucks will be added shortly. A
9-piece orchestra and a 12-piece band
will ‘again be featured with the Nash
organization this season.

The roster of the Rosalie Nash Players
will be the same as last season with
few exceptions and will include, among
others, D. Vic Ross and wife, Toby and
Irene Edlys and Harry and Marle De-
Laney. The show was out for 35 weeks
last season.

The company will play the summer
season in Michigan, and in the early fall
will jump into its established territory
in Arkansas, Loulslana and Texas.

Earle Newton Cutting
His Show This Season

MEDINA, O. Feb. 32—Earle Newton,
owner and mahager of the tent show
bearing his name, has been i1l for a few
days at his home here, but is now up
and ready to hit the ball again. He has
practically everything set for his 1930
canvas tour and is looking forward to a
good season.

He will lhave practically an all-new
show this season, altho several of the
old faces will be back in the lineup.
His tent company will not be as
large as last season, but just as good,
he reports. According to his present
plans, rehearsals will start March 15.
with the opening set to take place at
Carrollton, Ga., two weeks Iater.

In the Spotlight

By BILL SACHS

NOTE—The opinfons stated in this column are those
and need mot reflect the policies of The Billboard, which

on the ediforial page.—ED,

o the writer
are expressed

A

repertoire

be held confidential,

managers’

WELL-KNOWN repertoire rhanager,
writes in to say that there is no question
but that the repertoire field would be heaps better off with a
association.

who requests that his name

Despite his statement, how-

ever, he is rather skeptical about the association question, inasmuch
as he feels the leader of such an organization would not be given the

proper support from .his fellow managers,

from past experiences.

“I doubt if anyone we could put at

He makes this assertior

the head of such an organization

would work as hard as Paul English did,” the manager writes, “yet what

support did he get?
tion, let them get together in so
organize right there,

11 the tenn?
e

showmen really want an organiza-

city agreeable to the rrajority and

It they won't spend their money to come in and

organize now, they won't come in later.

""The chief trouble is that too many of the old rep. managers that

have an established territory don't want an organization.

They have

their territory that only they can play. All other tent ‘opries’ are taboo.
I know of several instances where the ‘old reliable’ has pald $50 for a

815 lot, with the promise that no other show would be

on -1t during the sesson,

permitted to play

“I am ready to come in with my efforts and hard cash for an organi-
*ation, but unless all of the boys will come in, and come in NOW, what's
the use? When I think the way Paul English Jought to organize, and

later to save an organization, and the
efforts, I still believe we are kidding ourselves.
I will put up as much as the next man to foster

to meet and organize,
such an organization.”

little support he received for his
But, if the boys are willing

If anything is going to be done in the way of organizing before the
tent season gets under way, it will have to be done very soon. Practically
all of the shows are set. to get underway within the next month, and
everyone knows it is difficult for & manager to get away from his show

after the season has startdd.

It means immediate action in the matter, or

another postponement until after the tent scason has closed in the fall.-

Hitner Boat
In 40th Week

Cotton Blossom No. 2 do-
ing well in Southern waters
—No. 1 going out soon

LUTCHER, La., Feb. 22.—D. Otto Hit.
ner’s Cotton Blossom Showboat No. 2,
formerly the Water Queen, is now in its
40th week without closing and is still
riding the waves in this territory to good
business. After playing in Northern
waters thruout the past summer months,
the Cotton Blossom No. 2 turned south
in October and since that time has
covered the small towns along the lower
Misslsslppi and the Yazoo and Red
Rivers.

The Cotton Blossom Company is pre.
senting four-act dramatic bills, witly
special between-the-act vaudeville fea-
tures by Robert Giles, the Laytons. Jack
and Lola Bell Parsons, Bob McDonsld,
Lester and Fanny Ayres and the Cotton
Blossom Quartet. Only one change has
been made in the cast since the opening
last May.

As a speclal street ballyhoo at all the
stands, the Hitner boat carrles a band
and orchestra, featuring several vocal
soloists. Noiris, the “Human Cork”, of-
fers a free comedy act each afternoon
and evening. The No. 2 boat Is under
the personal management of D. Otto
Hitner, and Ray Lambert is business rep-
resentative ahead.

Hitner’s Cotton Blossom No. 1, one of
the largest of the floating theaters, .is
now tied up at winter quarters.in Spotts.
ville, Ky., in charge of Capt. Worthman.
‘The big boat will be completely over-
hauled and renovated in time for an
early spring opening.

Wasmund-Fern Wind Up
Successful Winter Run

SPENCER, Ia., Feb. 24.— Haymond
Wasmund, for the last three years lead-
ing man with the Chase-Lister Com-
pany, and his wife, Frankie Fern, last
night closed a pleasant engagement with
that show here. The Wasmurnds will
spend a few weeks in Chicago with Mr.
and Mrs. Raymond Ketchum before
taking a brief vacation with relatives
in Rushville, Neb. -

Mr. and Mrs. Wasmund have been
re-engaged to play the leads with the
Chase-Lister Company during the sum-
mer season, opening /‘at Newton, Ia.,
May 5. Ray Ketchum is manager of the
Chage-Lister attractions.

James Adams

Good as New

ELIZABETH CITY, N. C., Feb. 22—
The James Adams Floating Theater,
which sunk in the Dismal Swamp Canal
last fall on its way to its winter
quarters i{n this city, has been com-
pletely renovated and redecorated for its
spring and summer season along the
intand waters of the Carolinas and
Virginia.

Manager Charles M. Hunter announces
that the cast is due here shortly for
rehearsals. “Pop” Nelll, caretaker, who
has been on the boat for more than 20
years, states that the floating theater
will be newer and better than ever this
6oason, 5
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Jack Vivian

Is Preparing

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Feb, 22.—Jack
yivian, owner and manager of the Allen
pros.’ Stock Company, accompanied by
pilly Weston Smith, spent a few days in
the clty this week purchasing equipment
and other paraphernalia for the new
geason, The company ls wintering in
Dexter, Mo.. and will open in that city
early In the spring.

The cast will include 30 people, with
Irene Vivian, Diana Oliver and Dick
caldwell playing leads, and Billy Weston
smith as comic for his 11th consecutive
year. An orchestra of 10 pleces will be
featured.

vivian advises that he will play the
same territory as heretofore and that
Billy Carroll, who has been on the ad-
vance for the last six years, will again
serve In that capacity. The players will
present the latest releases in plays and
vaudeville numbers between acts.

Haines Comedians
Opening in April

KANSAS CITY, Mo. Feb. 22.—The
Haines Comedians, wintering in this city
for the first time, are buslly engaged In
preparations for the opening of their
1030 tent season, which 1is slated to
take place In Toronto, Kan, the last
week in April.

The company will agaln play thru
Kansas City and Texas this summer,
marking its 15th consecutive season in
that territory. The show will feature
poth a band and orchestra as in the

‘ past, and a new line of royalty plays

have been selected for the forthcoming
£€8501. -

George and Jeannette Haines and
their daughter, Dorothy, have heen
dividing the winter season between this
city and their home in Ft. Scott, Kan.
Dorothy Hailnes 1is attending dancing
school here. The company will make
this city its winter quarters in the
future.

' Rep. Tattles

D. VIC ROSS reports a suceéssful
geason with his.eight-plece dance bhand,
playing a circle of five towns each week
around Brockway, Pa. The Rosses, D.
Vic and Eloise, have signed with the
Rosalie Nash Players for the coming
season, and are looking forward to a big
season with that show thru Michigan
this summer.

BART COUCH, formerly with Harley
Sadler’s show, has signed with Abe Rose-
wall’'s new company, Cleve Terhune,
manager, which Is slated to get under
way In houses in Missourl March 3.

GUY CAUFMAN is figuring on open-
ing his tent season around the middle
of April. He will close his current house
season about March 15,

THE KINSEY KOMEDY KOMPANY,
Frank F. Miller, is at present playing
rotary stock in and around Piqua, O.
to satisfactory rtesults. The company
will be back out under canvas in the
spring, - o

THE GORDON-HOWARD NEWS pam-
phlet, Vol. III, No. 6, made its appear-
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Keystone Ticket Go., shamokin. Pa.

Tickets Any Assortment, $10.60 for 100,000
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'!'Jor any Show, Sport,
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Parks, Fairs, Car-
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Convince Yourself—Send For Samples
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doubles Specialties or Brass,
Dancing Vandeville Team that can
and Trombone Players who wlll assist putting u
who will assist putting up and teking down. 5

WANTED FOR GINNIVAN DRAMATIC COMPANY

TENT THEATRE. REHEARSAY, APRIL 21,

Man for Heavies or Characters who will direet and handle Stage. Man for Genen;,i ‘Business who
Man for Comedy and General Business with Specialties, Slsnxlxs\yé and
change strong for week. Men must play line of Parts. Tuba

ne move & week,
age, full particulars and very. lowest salary. Send photos.

FRANK R. GINNIVAN, Ginnivan Dramatic Co., Pleasant Lake, Ind.

and taking down outfit. Banner and Candy Man
Show motorized. Give correct

Equity, Chicago base.

JACK KELLY’'S S

Early opening in houses, and summer season

State all in first letter, age, height, weight a
Chicago base. Address 3

WANTED FOR THE SHOW OF SHOWS

PEOPLE in all lines, Feature Vaudeville Team that can change for week, Working Men
who cen drive trucks. People doing Speclalties or douhling Orchestra given preference.

ACK KELLY, 332 So. Larch St,, Lansing, Mich.

TOCK COMPANY

in our beautiful Tent Theatre. DRAMATIC

nd lowest salary. Send laté photos. Equity,

. General Business Actors.

H
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AT LIBERTY

Singing, Talking, Dancing Team, for Med. or Tab,
Produce. Man Black, Irish, Eccentric, Comic.
wife Blues and Baliad Singer. Piano. Read and
transpose. Change Doubles end Singles nightly for
week. Address JACK GERAND, Superba Theatre.
Grand Rapids, Mich.

AT LIBERTY

REX«EVA McCALL

Single or double Spee
cialties. Have some acripts. Have car. Can Joi
on wire. 32637 Redonda Blvd., Los Angeles, Oalif.

WANTED

Tent Show Outfit To Buy For Cash.
MOTORIZED IF POSSIBLE.
Must be fully for D pr
State fully how long outfit used and condition.
Preferred consideration given outfits near Chicago.
Write S. J. C.. Box 26, carc Billboard, 1560 Broad-
way, New York.

STOCK COMPANY
WANTED QUICK

Dramatic People all lines with Specialties or doue
bling Orchestra. Voices for Quartet. State aBe,
salary, ete. Make saiary meet the timeso Two
bills & week, Piano Player ta double Parts. An-
swer to EDINGER COOKE. Reisterstown, Md.

KALAMAZOO HERALDS

85 Bright, Flashy Colors. Real Show Paper, TWO
SIDES. Black ‘Ink Only.

9x24 $20.00
9x24 35.00
6x18 20.00
6x18 30.00
12x18 5, 20.00
12x18 ... 10,000 35.00
‘We carry the label. Get Catalcg.
KALAMAZOO SHOW PRINT
Poster Service, KALAMAZOO, MICH.

Where Paper, Cardboard and Inks are Made.
CASH WITH ORDER.

WANTED
DRAMATIG TENTED OUTFIT

Want to Rent, Buy or Share with party who has
(in good condition) complete Outfit with Seats,
with or withonp Stage, 80 with two 30-ft. Middle

March 6th, for rehearsals.

WANT Experienced Electrician to
Electric Light Generating Plant.
Band Doyble. '

—CALL-'—
SWAIN’S HOLLYWOOD FOLLIES

A 36.People Musical Comedy and Freita's Hawaiians in “Hawaiian Whoopee™.
All people engaged report Swain Bldg, New Orleans, Thursday morning,

State age.

Operate Universal Gasoline Engine
Also if Singing Voice or

Pleces. 1 have recognized full-acting Company

with Or Mos! @ novel prop

ever offered the public. Immediate action. State

everything fully. Pleased to hear from versatile

Musical Comedy Repertoire People at all times.
CHAS. KRAMER

Commercial Hotel, BLUEFIELD, W. VA.

T
102

CARDS

14x22 In., 6-Ply, Non-Bending.
SPECIAL GET ACQUAINTED OFFER.
Your own oog Wondertul fiash, very attrac-
tive. 20 words or less composition; each exira
word, Sc. Twenty-four-hour service. Cash with

order. Wire your order NOW, or write  for

New Route Book and Price Liat.

Rehearsals March Sth,
' Opening Thursday, March 20th
UNDER NEW OUTFIT

HARLEY SADLER AND HIS OWN COMPANY

Posltivelly the Largest and Most
. Elaborate Tent Theatre

In the World. .
Light

cert Band of 18 men, including be sober and

Costumes: Singers, Dancers, S0~
loists. Entertainers, WILL BUY
Band Uniforms and Costumes in
sets of 18.

Sweetwater,

All Royalty Plays, with Spe- rWANT 8 ml’ans;:—ste
. clal and Ef- | fess. Must do Specialties. Pre-
fects. Eddie See aud His Con- | fer one doubling Band. Must

small man. In answerlng, state

Callisphone; Henry Russ and | 5200 080 "D loht alary ex- | With five 20s, Poles, Stage
His Georgia Crackers, a Moun- | pected and all detalls. Pay | Boards, Scenery. 8ide Walk
taineer Band, Prescntation Stage | your wires. Proscenums. etc. Tent in ex-
Band. with Special Scenery and HARLEY SADLER, | celient condition, recently Pre-

Winter Quarters,

All other departments fllled
and too busy for correspandence.

eral Busi-

For Sale

clever. Prefer One 80-ft. Dramatic Top,

servoed. Several Drops and
_Costumes complete for stage
band presentations. Wil con-
sider cash only.

Texas

AT LIBERTY
FOR DRAMATIC REP.
,ACTOR-DIRECTOR
WITH SHORT-CAST SCRIPTS.

Can take entire charge of Stage. Thoroughly ex-
perienced and capable actor. Age, 43; hejght, 5
t., 7; weight, 140 ibs, Characters, General ‘Busi-
ness,  Pienty singing and talking Comedy Spe-
clalties and material for Concerts. State -when
you open. At liberty now for summer opening.
;:nu BOX KC-86, care Billboard, Kansas City,

“WANTED PEOPLE

Tn all lines. Prefer those doubling Orchestra and
Speclalties. Must help set up and take down. No
booze, Tickets if I know you, State all in first
Ietter, Rehesarsals March 17, MARY.FRANK, 17i1
East Second 8t.. Wichita, Kan,

James Adams’ Floating Thealre Wants

Single Man, Juvenile ‘Type, to play as cast ex-
rept Characters, Must be experienced in rep., have
modern wardrobe and specialties, absolutely essen-
:lal‘ én-others for Smgr% and Oll:‘che{;qtm g‘d‘u‘ﬁﬂlﬁ:}
ngaged.  Actors  report Marc] g "
March 27.  Don’t 'wire; wilte snd tell the truth,
CHAS, M. HUNTER, Box 208, Elizabeth City, N. C.

ance last week and is just as flashy as
past Issues. The Gordon-Howard firm
has Just moved into its new seven-story
building in Kansas City, Mo.

THE CAIRNS BROTHERS' Stock Com-
pany will begin its 20th annual tour
under canvas in Iowa early in April.

JACK C. TURNER, who many years
ago trouped with varlous ‘Western reper-
toire companies, is now managing the
Great Kenny, magician, with offices in
New York. For the last 16 years Turner
hes played the trombone in the pit of
various big-time vaudeville houses,

CLIFF LA VERNE, juvenile, will be
with the Burgner Bros” Show under
canvas the coming season. He will
present his mindreading and crystal-
\

gazing act, as well as his single trapezc,
peciall

turn as a g

HARRY LLOYD, who closed recently
with Tom Aiton’s Ten Nights show, will,
be back with the Earle Newton Players
under canvas this season. :

BOB BURTON, Lou Sanders and Al
Diner, now wintering in New York, ex-
pect to hit the road again with the
Travers Shows in April. '

GRIFF AND HAL, black-and-tan pi-
ano, singing, dancing and talking act,
are now appearing as an added attrac-
tion with the Edith Ambler Stock Com-
pany at the Grand Theater, Montgomery,
Ala. The Ambler company is still en-
joying big business. Griff and Hal re-
cently presented their minstrel revue for
the American Leglon at Lagrange, Ga.

MAE GOODWIN, of the Dancing Good-
wins, has joined the Dude Arthur Come-
dians in Texas, replacing Tillie Paoll.

CENTRAL SHOW PRINTING CO.
MASON CITY, IOWA
Real Show Prinfers—Established 20 Yesrs,

HEATRES
WANTING

REAL SERVICE

TYPE POSTERS
DATES AND CARDS

DISPLAYED ATTRACTIVE-
LY. PRINTED ON LITHO-
GRAPH PAPER WITH NON-
FADING INKS.
Write Us for Samples
and Prices.

The Donaldson Litho Co.

NEWPORT, KY.
(Opposite Cincinnati)
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Frank Maley

In Savannah

“Smiling Eyes™ begins un-
limited run—show off to
good start—biz big

BAVANNAH, Ga. Feb, 22. -——- Prank
Maley, who in the past has long been
assoclated with Fred Hurley as manager
of various Hurley attractions and who
recently took out the Smiling Eyes Com-
pany on his own “hook"”, began an in-
definite stock engagement at the Bijou
Theater, this city, Monday night. Man-
ager Maley has augmented his company
from 12 to 16 people for the local run.

The Smiling Eyes organization clicked
handily here in fts initial week, and
business was heavy nightly., Maley was
highly satisfled with the way his show
took with the Bijou fans this week, and
in regard to business stated that he
hadn’t experienced anything like it in a
long time. The Bijou is one of the best
stands he has ever played with a tab.
show, he states. The Schell Sister Revuc
in the opposition house, the Savannah,
is also doing a healthy business.

In commenting on the Maley com-
pany's opening here Monday night, the
local press stated in part:

“The audiences of the afterncon and
night were thrilleq and delighted with
the work of the newcomers. Applause
was frequent and pronounced, The spe-
clalties were recelved with marked evi-
dences of delight. And well they should
be, for the company has a cast of enter-
tainers who know how to entertain.

Frank Maley, a versatile comedian,
does @ black-face act in this opening
number, and he does it capitally. Ben-
nett and Bennett present a musleal
number that is delightful and do some
dancing that is out of the ordinary.
Thefr playing on a banjo and saxophone
is thoroly pleasing. Art Bertram and
Ruby Raymond had a dancing act for
the opening night that just about
stopped the show. It was a clever and
thoroly pleasing dancing number. The
duo had to appear three times to re-
spond to encores.

The three Mason sisters, Louise, Fern
and Theo, in vocal numbers, were most
happlly recelved, and a male trio, con-
sisting of Messrs. Bennett, Bob Capers
and Frank Maley, had some musical
effects that met the prompt approval of
the large audiences. Ruby Raymond has

Roof and Hulse Head
New 11-People Revue

NEW YORK, Feb. 22.—Jack Roof and
Dick Hulse are now heading an 11-people
revue thru the Fast, booked by Fred
Nevins thru his New York office. Roof
has operated his tab. companies at the
Girard Theater, Philadelphia, on and
off for the last five years. He also has
played the Sun Time with his shows.

In the cast of the present company
are Jack Roof and Dick Hulse, comics;
Nolan and Mae, dancers; Jean Harris,
acrobatic dancer; Clara Bell, ingenue-
prima donna. There are five girls in
line,

New Avenue, St. Louis,
Enjoying Good Business

ST. LOUIS, Feb. 22.—The New Avenue
Theater here has been enjoying good
business since Grover LaRose, of the
States Theatrical Circuit, installed a 25-
people tab, there two weeks ago.

The policy of the theater is musical
comedy tabloid, with an occasional dash
of burlesque and special vaudeville fea-
tures each week. There are two changes
of program weekly, with & special mid-
night show on Saturdays. .

The Great Alburtus, mindreader, is the
special added attraction this week.

Powell Organizing

CHICAGO, Feb. 22-—Halton Powell is
in the city organizing a musical com-
edy company to open at the State The-
ater, Muskegon, Mich., March 1, He is
engaging people thru George Donahue,
of the Milton Schuster office.

Colored T&bloid
At Lyric, Dallas

DALLAS, Tex., Feb. 22.—Eddie Lem-
mons and his Dashin’ Dineh Company
have been installed at the Lyric for an
Indefinite run. The company holds the
distinction of being the first colored tab.
show to appear in a downtown theater
for an extended run. H. L. Youngblood,
manager of the Lyric, Is trying out the
idea as an experiment. Since the open-
ing business has been satisfactory.

The lineup includes Eddie Lemmuons,
producer; Sadle McKinney, “String
Beans"” Price, Joe Sheftel, Fred La Jole,
Elizabeth Conley and 2 chorus of eight
girls. The company also features a 10-
Plece jazz orchestra.

Du Vell Musical Show
Set in Portsmouth, O.

IRONTON, O., Feb. 22—Du Vell's Mu-
slcal Stock Company, which closed his
rotary stock season earlier than usual
this season due to unfavorable weather
conditions, this week concluded a three
weeks’ stay at the Grand Theater here,
and next Monday will move into the
Westland Theater, Portsmouth, O., for an
indefinite run,

In the Du Vell roster are Grant Du
Veli, owner and manager; Hazel Du Vell,
characters and specialties; “Ginger” Du
Vell, leads and specialties; Sonny Du
Vell, leads and specialties; “Lucky” Neal,
plano and bits; ‘“‘Sunshine’ Neal, in-
genues and specialties; Ernest Owrey,
dancing juvenile; Billy Kingston, char-
acters and musical specialties; Dolily
Hodges, general business and speclalties,
and Baby Sugar Fay, child parts. A five-
p}i‘ece Jazz orchestra is featured with the
show.

. The Chitierbos

By BILL SACHS

NOTE—The opinions stated in this column are those of the writer
and need not reflect the policies of The Billboard, which are expressed

on thez editorial page.—ED.

T

season -~ slim one.

HE burlesque field, like the tab. game,
the indoor show business, for that matter,

and all other branches of
has found the current

X However, instead of sitting around and won-
dering what the next season will bring,
adopted a new policy for the 1930-
revive the business in the various circuit houses.

the burlesque magnates have

'31 season, with which they hope to

But what are the

tabloid managers and bookers going to do to better things in their field
for the next fall and winter season?

Everyone connected with fabs. is aware that this season has been the

“lousi

a feature in which the chorus' isted
that was decidedly out of the ordinary,

The chorus Is good looking and tal-
ented. It is altogether a very clever and
happy ensemble that Frank Maley has
brought to the Bijou.

Lyric, Louisville,

Augments Personnel

LOUISVILLE, Ky., Feb. 24..—George B
Hill, comedian; Irma Raystone, soubret,
and Jimmie Hill, comedian, were yester-
day added to the cast of George La Fell's
musical tab. at the Lyric, formerly the
Walnut, here, bringing the list of prin-
cipais to nine. HIi1l closed recently with
the Facts and Figures Company, Lew
Beckridge, manager, and Hill, until re-
cently, had his own show in the South.

Paul Reno, who i5s producing the com-
pany at the Lyrie, reports that business
has shown a steady Increase since the
opening several weeks ago and that all
are looking forward to a long run at the
local house. The Lyric management has
Just opened a colored balcony, and the
venture 18 proving successful, -Reno
states.

optimistic enough to believe that

action i3 forthcoming
on its feet.

in the history of the game, yet the majority of the folks are
tabs. are
thought, perhaps, but one that is likely to go
from maenagers and bookers to put the game back

coming back. A beautiful
“blooey” unless a little more

But how can an unorganized group of managers really accomplish
anything? Or how can the tab. business really flourish without a sys-

tematic booking arrangement? The haphazard
in the last several years will never do.
the only solution. Vaudeville, burlesque

booking methods employed
A circult system of booking is
and legitimate stage attractions

have their circuits, so why not a tabloid circuit?

We honestly believe that the office or individual who gives his efforts

to the organizing of a tabloid circuit, operating on a real circuit plan,
will find the venture a successful one. It need not be done on a large
scale such as the Mutual Wheel. A dozen good towns, with an equal
number of good shous will suffice to make the thing a paying proposition.
In this manner each show would double back in a town every 12th week,
and no right thinking maenager would object to that, providing, of course,
the shows are up to standard. And there's no reason why they should
not be up to standerd, with a season’s work and a guarantee in each town
staring them in the face.

The T. O. B. A. Circuit of colored ta%loid attractions is operating
on the circuit plan, and from all indlcations is doing it successfully, too.
Why can't this same principle be applied to white shows?

How do you stand on the subject of circuit bogoking for tabs.? Let’s
have some comment on the matter.

Irving Lewis
In Stock Run

TRENTON, N. J., Feb. 22.—1Irving N,
Lewis and his Nifties of Broadway
opened at the Galety Theater here Mon-
day for an indefinite stock engagement,
with a lineup of 10 principals and 16
choristers. Willlam J, Johnston is com-
pany manager,

The Irving outfit will operate under
a policy of two script bills weekly, with
Al Richey and Billy Lehr handling tfe
producing. Business for-the first week
was satisfactory.

Included in the Lewis organization are
Irving Lewis, principal comedian; Al
Richey, characters and straights; Walter
Reynolds, juveniles; Billy Lehr, juveniles
and straights; George Seldon, characters;
Billie Clark, prima donna; Rose Siddell,
soubret; Alice Reynolds, musical direc-
tor; Charles Gregory, chorus producer,
and Eleanor Brenmner, acrobatic dancer.

. STl
Phil Phillips Opens
. »
At Marvin, Findlay, O.

FINDLAY, O. Feb. 22—Phil Phillips
and his Parisian Girl Reyue opened last
Saturday at the Marvin Theater here.
The company is slated to remain here
indefinitely. The Marvin, long a "tough”
stand for tab. attractions, is reported
to be enjoying fairly good business with
the Phillips show.

In the Parisian Girl roster are Phil
Phillips, manager, producer and featured
comic; Zeke Dean, straights and bari-
tone; George Sohn, stralghts and lead;
Sonny Lewis, second comic; Al Mathews,
musical director; Dartha Mathews, sou-
bret and chorus producer; Waneta Lane,
Ingenues, and Babe Perry, soubret.

The chorines are Rose Dean, Thelma
Lewark, Trixie Willlams, Betty Browne,
Billie Hampton and Bobby Garby.

Carters in 34th Week
At Rialto in Seattle

SEATTLE, Wash., Feb. 22 —Danny and
Edith Carter are now in their 34th week
of an Indefinite engagement at the
Rialto Theater here, with business hold-
ing up well, despite the general depres-
slon in this section.

The Carters have a company of 10 and
are offering two changes weekly, with 2
special midnight show on Saturdays. The
cast consists of Danny Carter, producing
comic; George Werner, straights; Frank
Werner, general business; REdith Law-
rence, ingenue and characters; Kathryn
Renfrew, soubret, and a chorus of five
girls. Edith Lawrence 18 chorus pro-
ducer.

Pop Gallagher m

Pop Gallagher, veteran Boston booker,
was last week removed to the City Hos-
pital, Boston, with a scrious illness, and
little hope is held for his recovery.

Gallagher, who is around 70 years of
age, 1s well known in tabloids. He was
formerly associated with the Brewster
Amusement Company, Boston, and for
the last year has conducted his own
office, the Pop Gallagher Amusement
Company, in that city.

DeRita Kiddies Vacationing

The DeRita Kiddles, Florenz and Billy,
are vacatlonlhg at Daytona Beach, Fla.,
after recently concluding 2 20 weeks’
engagement. The DeRitas are well known
in tabs. as singers, dancers and mugical
artistes. The Kkiddies are accompanied
by their mother, Florenz DeRita, and
their musical director and tutor, Bob
Woods, also Mr. ang Mrs. J. Palmer.
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Doug Fleming Has Out
Vaudeville Unit Show

Doug Fleming, prominent in tabs. and
purlesque, has just opened his Fleming
pros.’ Comedy Company, vaudeville unit,
for & tour of the smaller towns thru
west Virginia. Business since the open~
ing several weeks apo has been okay,
meming states. The company is featur-
ing four vaudeville acts,. with short
sgenes In between, running from 46
minutes to an hour.

The Fleming attraction will play in
Northern West Virginia until! March 1,
after which the troupe will move into
Kentucky for several! weeks. The Flem-
ing Bros’ show will go under canvas
about May 1 for a swing over the same
territory it played several years ago.

Mildred Austin Recovering

Mildred Austin, who in last week’s
jssue was reported to be seriously it at
her apartment in Teire Haute, Ind., ad-
vises that altho she has been very 'ill
for the last seven months, she is now
wel?! on the road to recovery and ia plan-
ning to return to work with her come
pany soon.

She will shortly leave Terre Haute to
go to her home in Loulsville, Ky Her
husband, J. J. Musselman, will give up
the management of the Liberty Theater
in Terre Haute March 1.

Tab. Notes

.

“SLIPFOOT " CLIFTON, black-face
comic, after closing with Vardo & Kin-
ney’s Musical Dance Shoppe on the Sun
Time, returned to Boston, where he
states he has found conditions none too
good. “Manage to get a few dates a
week to keep the wolf from the door,”
Clifton pens. '*A few talkle houses are
playing . vaudeville, and more are ex-
pected to come in, The tab. business
seems to be out entirely up this way, a
number of the big ones having folded
rather early this season,” *“Slipfoot” is
at present doing a two-act with George

Troy.

FRANK CARLTON, formerly straight
man with Raynor Lehr, Palmer Hines
and Emmett Lynn, reports that his
tather passed away recently and that he
is now located for an indefinite perlod
with his mother at 31 Fagle street, Sche-
nectady, N. Y. Frank asks that all his
old friends drop him 2 line.

WALTER RECTOR'S Glad Rag Dolls
has just finished a two-week engage-
ment at the Washington Theater, St.

Be a Booster for Milt Schuster

36 W. Randolph Street, Chlcago, 1IL

BERNARD’S BOOKS

medy Digest, @ and 2, $1.00 Each; Bit end
Si’.&.%..; gnublia 1 and 2, $8.00 Each, or the full
set, $7.00. Real material for ‘consclentlous produc-
ers. No O. O. D.s. HARRY BERNARD, 7431 Mel~
rose Ave.. Holiywood, Calif .

A NEW BIT BOOK READY

The first of every month. The largest outlet for
Bits, Acts, Songs, Openings, Finales in America.
Our new BITBOOK defies all competition. ONE
DOLLAR A COPY, ORDER NOW. FREE LIST.

PASSAR AND LEWIS
Snite 411, 145 West 45th Street, NEW YORK.

WANTED—HEADLINE ATTRACTIONS.

With & name. for Musical Comedy for New Avenue
Theatre, East St. Louis, Ul., one-week stond. Ad-
dress GROVER C. LeROSE, New Avenue Theatre,
East 8t. Louis, Il

WANTED

Five Married Teams, Ladies Chorus, Emall Pgrts.
M:: Stage and Orchestra. State full abllity, ex-
act ages, lowest salary. Tent show, week stands
Open April 10. No wires. Write

MGR. BLUE RIDGE BEAUTIES
Broadway Theatre, STATESVILLE, N, C.

Producers-Comics

Blt and_Blackout Book.No. 3 now ready. Price,
$3. Books 1, 2 and 3 together for 37.00, N&:{'

2 Fres list of o
Scenes. Also Jist of Specialties, Dramatlc Acts,
Monologues, etc.. free.

G. MACK, 120 East 34th 8t.. New York.

VWANTED 5
Specialty People who can do Parts. Plano Player,
Must read at sight, with wife for Chorus. Al TLaff~
nian, wire or write me. Also Chorus Girls, A-~1
Straight Man.who can sing Tenor. Jack Duvarney,
wire or write me. People who worked for me be-
fore, wire or write me, Please don't misrepresent.

JOHNNY MATTISE
Care Ritz Theatre, HIGH FOINT, N, O,

funny and clezn material.

Billboard
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Hotels and News

The Billboard is

“Rep., Edward B. Smith”.

apparently a consumptive.

New York a report.

in cash.
“Billboard” signs.

co~operating with Francis Bergen,
prosecutor of Somerville, N. J., to apprehend a worthless check passer
posing -as a circulation promotion man of The Billboard, using a
cheaply printed card bearing the word “Billboard” in large type,
beneath that “All General Advertising”, and in the left-hand corner
He is accompanied by a short, stout
woman; one child 7, and a baby 2 years old, registering as Mr. and
Mrs. Edward B, Smith, Bridgeport, Conn.
6 feet, 11 inches; complexion sandy, red hair, produding upper teeth,
His method of operation is to call on
storekeepers handling “Billboards”, introduce himself as a “Billboard”
representative, then phone in a loud voice to a James A. Barton in
He then makes purchases in the store, and pre-
sents a check made payable to Edward B. Smith by James A. Barton
for a much larger amount than the purchase, getting the difference
He also contracts with local builders to erect roadway

Anyone meeting this impostor will confer a favor on us by wiring
THE BILLBOARD, 1560 Broadway, New York. N

——

Stands, Warning!

county

He is described as being

™

Louis. In the Rector lineup are Anice
Johnson, characters; King Hunter, prin-
cipal comic; Willlam McConnico, ven-
triloquist; Estelle and Teddy, dancers;
Billle Willilams and Mary Smith, spe-
clalty artistes. A dashing ensemble com-
pletes the roster.

MAX GOLDEN was called home to 277
Humboldt avenue, Roxbury, Mass, re-
cently, due to the death of his mother.
He expects to remain at his home in-
definitely.

AL 8. EVANS and Marion March are
now in their seventh week at the Ne-
braska Theater, Tampa, Fla. Al reports
business as good.

IN THE CAST of the Jack King Play-
ers at the Pantages Theater, Birming-
ham, Ala. are Rudolph Paul, Bert Cush-
man, Mayme King, Roy Cowan, Jack
King. Alleen’ King, Albert Blaylock, Patsy
Lyons, Pearl Davis, Nell Clark and Davon
Msacon. The executive staff of the house
is made up of Jack Crawford, manager;
Bessie Crawford, secretary -treasurer;
William Crawford, house superintendent;
Willlam Nappl, orchestra’ director; Bert
Cushman, technical director; Betty
Hutchinson, chorus director; Tillle King,
wardrobe mistress; Harry Roll, master
carpenter; Darby Hale, electriclan; Henry
Holtam, second hand; Tommy Tomlin,
master of properties; John Burkhalter,
fiyman, and C. B. Douglas, advertising
agent.

LOVIE AUSTIN'S Ginger Bables, col-
ored tab., are hitting # mnicely thru
Louisiana and Alabama.
the show is Lola Porter, prima donna,
and others in the lineup include LeRoy
White, comedian; Simpson, Johnson and
Mitchell Trlo; Cleo Mitchel, blues singer;
Leon Hill and Louislana Red, dancers.
Jack W. Hunter {8 manager.

JACK (COO C€COO) MAHONEY and
wife, Jessie, who until recently were
located in Buffalo. N. Y, are now work=-
ing at the Grand Theater in Winnipeg.
Man. Jack is producing and doing prin-
cipal comedy, and Jessle is handling the
leads and goubret. They formerly played
at the Winnipeg houses for 33 consecu-
tive weeks, and they expect to be lo-
cated on the present job until the sum-
mer months. .

J. W. CLIFFORD infoes that he is still
located on his nephew’s ranch at Nampa,
Id. He will! remain there uniil April,
at which time he will undergo an oper-
ation for cataracts on both of his eyes.
He states that he would be pleased to
hear from all his old pals.

GEORGE D. BARTLETT, who recently
concluded a-falr four months’ engage-
ment with the Bennett Matthews Play-
ers thru West Virginia, is now working
in stock with the company at the Alamo
Theater, Atlanta, his home town. Others
in the troupe at the Alamo include Mr.
and Mrs. Cotton Watts, Ray Ewing and
wife and six girls in line. Business is
good, Bartlett says.

DAVE AND BABE EDELL were atrivals
in Cincinnati last week, having closed
their engagement with Marshall Walk-
er's Whiz Bang Revue in Pikesville, Ky.
They made the trip into the Queen City
with Ernie Creech and wife, Billie Emer-
son, who also terminated their engage-
ment with the Walker .organization.
Dave and Babe will remain in Cincy in-
definitely, and Ernie and Billie gre firm-
1y entrenched at their home in Norwood,

\

Featured with,

0., Just outside the Cincinnati corpora-
tion line,

JOSEPH NORMAND — Your mother
died at the home of Willjam Normand
on Pebruary 18, You are requested to
communicate with your brother at Oak-
ville, Conn,, immediately.

JACK PRICE and wife, Margaret Wil-
loughby, have forsaken tabs. for the
present, and are now heading their own
attraction, billed as California Curley’s
Cowboys, thru the Middle West. Miss
Willoughby is doing two special numbers
in the act, and Jack is doing m. ¢c. The
company is at present located at Sta-
tion KTHS, Hot Springs, Ark,

—_—
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Lutz, who has been appointed manage:
of the circuit’s West Bend Theater at
West Bend.

FRANK HENSON, assistant manager of
Loew's Capitol, Atlanta, has been trans-
ferred to & similar position with the
Midland Theater, Kansas City.

JOHN J. LENNON, formerly assistant
manager and treasurer of Loew's Mide
land Theater, Kansas City, has replaced
Frank Henson as assistant manager of
Loew's Capito! Theater, Atlanta, under
the direction of Carter Barron.

FRANK J. DILLONSNYDER has re-
signed as manager of the Palace Theater,
Bristol, Conn., and has gone to Philadel-
phia, where he will enter Temple Uni-
versity to take a course in business ad-
ministration.

J. MAXWELL JOICE, late publicity
director of the Fox Theater, Brooklyn,
has succeeded Gavin P. Hawn as director
of public relations at the Fox Theater,
Detroit.

ERROL VAUGHAN, silhouette artist,
has joined the staff of the Fox Theater,
Detroit. The silhouettes are made for
all patrons of the theater who desire
them gratis.

FRANKIE JENKS 18 now master of
ceremonies at the Fox Theater, Detroit.

R. P. ALLISON has taken over the
managership of the Texas Theater, San
Antonio. He was transferred from the
Aztec. Floyd Smith, manager of the
Melba Theater, Dallas, has taken Alll-
son’s place at the Aztec.

AMOS L. MABRY has resigned as as-
sistant manager of the Montgomery
Theater, Spartanburg, 8. C. He will be

(Continued from page 24)
out of existence, 1s the new assistant
meanager of the Fox Theater.

JACK SARDINO succeeded Robert
Case as manager of the Brighton Thea-
ter, Syracuse, N. Y.

WILLIAM J. TUBBERT has replaced
John J. Burnes as manager of the Keith
Theater, Syracuse, N. Y.

LOUIS SIMON 1is manager of the
Stone Theater, Brooklyn, a Fox Metro-
politan house,

IRVING S is In charge of the
De Kalb Theater, Brooklyn.

ARTHUR J. MOLSTAD. formerly as-
sistant manager of the State Theater,
Eau Claire, Wis, has been named as
manager of the Regent Theater, Eveleth,
Minn. He succeeds Mike Wainstock,

HARRY WAREHAM, formerly em-
ployed by Publix, has taken over the
managership of the Dickinson and
Varsity theaters, Lawrence, Kan.

HARRY JONES has been appointed
manager of the Plaza Theater, Trenton,
Mo. Lee Jones owns the house.

C. 'M. (DAD) PATEE, veteran show-
man of Lawrence, Kan., who has been
i1 for the last few weeks, is recovering
and iIs expected to resume activities soon,

TOM BYERLE has succeeded Ed D.
Brewer as branch manager of the PFlrst
National PFilm Exchange at Oklahoma
City. Charles EKnickerbocker and J. L.
Franconi wil?! be employed in the sales
department,

WILLIAM H. WHITE i{s the new man-
ager of the Franklin Theater, Thomp-
sonville, Conn. .

REINHOLD WALLACH was appointed
mansger of the Juneau Theater, Mil-
waukee, last week. He succeeds Arthur
‘Wertheimer.

JULIUS LAMM has been named man-
ager of Fox's Garfield Theater, Mil-
waukee, succeeding Wm. Warren, who
was transferred to the Strand Theater.

Y
nt

ded by Edward Goodyear,

WILLIAM BARTLEY has resigned as
organist at the Capito! Thesater, Dan-
bury, Conn,

L. H. KAHAN has assumed manage-
ment of the Maryland Theater, Omsaha.

P. & HOAG 18 now at the helm of
the Casino Theater, Del Rio, Tex.

F. E. WRIGHT has taken over the
managerial reins of the Queen Theater,
Brownsville, Tex,

JAMES LUCAS has been appointed
manager of the Rivoll Theater, Blackwelil,
Okla.

SAM HEFLEY has taken over the
Parkway Theater, Dallas, fiom 8. G.
Howell,

H. E. RICE has been appointed as-
sistant manapger of the Bijou Theater,
Bangor, Me, ¥

L. 8. STARMORE has assumed his new
duties as advertising manager of the
Colorado Theater, Pueblo, Colo.

ROBERT DRAKE has taken over the
management of the Best Theater, Pine

, Ark.

H., F. DHORTLEY has assumed man-
agement of the Circle Theater, Omaha.

San Francisco

Tenore Ulric Is to appear shortly at
the Curran Theater in East of Suez.
This is expected to follow Ohr/ Susanna,
which has been doing good business for
Honmier Curran. Curran's other house,
the Geary Theater, is still dark.

Ernest Bloch, director for the last six
years of the San Francisco Conservatory
of Music, will shortly retire and devote
*his time to musical composition.

E. H. Sothern is to give a lecture-
recital here on March 11. The famous
actor will present scenes from three of
his stage successes, Macbeth, The Mer-
chant of Venice and If I Were King.

Edward Everett Herton, stage and
ecreen star, has been spending several
days in the city visiting the different
theaters. . Horton recently relinquished
his lease of the Majestic in Los Angeles,
Where he has been operating his own

WALTER HIGEIE, formerly
manager of the Imperial Theater, Colum-
bia, S. D, has been named as manager
of the Rex Theater, which was reopened
last week.

J. H. RUPP, formerly of Madison,
Wis., has been named manager of Com-
munity Theaters, Inc., Plaza Theater,
B , Wis, Louis

company for mgpre than a year,
226 W. T2nd St

DOROTHEA ANTEL ZoW;Trdst
THE SUNSHINE SHOPPE
Catering to Professional Folk. New As-
sortment of Greeting Cards for all oc-
casions, ONE DOLLAR. New Catalogue
Now Ready. Opera Length Hosiery.




BT

34 Mareh 1, 1930

Billbbard

— 1

==

‘Burlesque, |

Conducted by ALFRED NELSON—Communications to 1560 Broadway, New York

—

Bijou Stock Burlesquers
Give Pleasing Performances

NEW YORK. Feb. 22—On our recent
visit to Philly we stepped into Issy
Hirst’s Bijou Theater for a little while
to see and hear how it is done in the
Quaker City, and couldn’t find a vacant
seat in the house.

The patrons are apparently familiar
with 2all the players, otherwise Issy
would pr_uvlde a more comprehensive
program.

Be ‘that as it may, we caught Ray
Paine in his presentation of the Good
Bad Boy that we reviewed previously at
Minsky's National Winter Garden as a
typical dramatic sket¢h, but at the Bi-
Jou Ray gave it a few serio-comic twists
and turns in an effort to please ‘the
patrons and received ample reward for
his conception of the desires of the cus-
tomers.

Billy Pitzer alternates with Paine as a
straijght man and in characters:

Micky Markwood, Lew Lewis and Art
Gardner left nothing to be desired as
laugh-evoking and  applause-getting
comics, and let it be sald to their credit
that thelr comedy was as clean as it
was clesver.

Fritzie White, June Palmer, Georgle
Sothern, Georgla 8St. George, Betty
Palmer and Anne Mitchell, singing and
dancing soubrets, alternate in leading
numbers with pep aplenty, set off to
good advantage by their contrasting per-
sonalities.

The chorus has all the essentials,
youth, beauty, talent and ability, to sing
in harmony and dance in unison in a
serles of novel numbers staged by Betty
Palmer.

Galle LaGayle, an auburn-halred
beauty with an infectious smile, flirty
eyes, slender symmetrical form, is fully
entitled to the appellation classic danc-
ing specialist, for Galle has a conception
of her own as to how a classic can be
done and should be done to please the
Bijou customers.—NELSE.

Placements

Milt Schuster Agency, Chicago, has
made placements, viz.:

State Congress Theater (Stock), Chf-
cago—Johanna Slade,

Majestic Theater {Stock), Ft. Wayne—
Charles Greiner and wife, Ted Lester.

Academy Theater (Stock), Chicago—
Zara, Russell Trent.

Empress Theater (Stock) Chicago—
Thelma Lawrence.

Mutual Theater (Stock), Indianapolis
—Beatrice Carter, Irene. Iee, Gwen
Bayne, Bctty Davis, Mildred Charles,
Babe Davis, Stella Novak, Lucille Man-
ning, Florence Gosh, Lilllan Christian-
son.

Gary Theater (Stock), Gary, Ind.—
Doris Chandler, Patsy Parker, June
Brooks.

Palace Theater (Stock), Detroit—Fle
Whitney,

Loop Theater (Stock), Detrolt—Danny
DeMar.

Star & Garter Theater (Stock)—Max
Gealer.

Palace Theater (Stock),
George Lewls,

Ike Weber Agency,
made placements, viz.:

Bijou Theater (Stock), Philadelphia—
Francis Brownle opened February 10;
Charlie LaVine opened February 17.

American Theater (Stock), New York
—-Mildred Andrews and Miss Izzy Ring-

old, added attraction, opened February
0; Rene Fortier, added attraction, Feb-
ruary 17,

City Theater (Stock), New York—
James Yeoman, producer, opened Feb-
ruary 15, Mildred Andrews and Evelyn
Ramsey open Saturday.

Central Theater (Marcus Show), Jersey
City—Renee Fortler, added attraction,
week of February 10,

Buffalo—

New York, has

Detroit Delineations

Palace Theater—Aimee, billed as "The
Girl Without”, added attraction week
of February 17; Margaret Country, wife
of Charles (Kiutz) Country and former
wardrobe mistress at the Palace, en-
trained for Chicago to negottate another
€ngagement.

Gayety Theater—Allen Curtis, general
tield representative for the Clamage &
Rothstein interests, has been appointed
house manager under Isadore Setden-
berg, managing director.

Avenue Theater—Marjorie McKenna
and Dodo Derring, late of the cast of
the Palace, Minneapolis, were recent visi-
tors at the Avenue.

Loop Theater—Danny DeMar returned
to the cast Monday. Esta Alja, late of
the Palace, has returned to negotiate
another engagement in this city.

Minsky’s Apollo Theater
Preparing Policy Change

NEW YORK, Feb. 22.—Hurtig & Sea-
mon's 125th Street Theater, now general-
ly known as Minsky's Apollo, presenting
Mutual Circuit shows augmented by a
permanent stock company, is preparing
for a change in policy to become ef-
fective prior to April 1.

Billy Minsky, directing manager of the
Apollo, 15 now selecting a company of 40
people for a combination dlack-and-
white revue a la burlesque stock.

George Mack, former character straight
man of Columbia Circuit companies,

later in Broadway productions and a
Publisher of “bit" books for players,
opened Monday as stage manager for
Minsky's augmented stock company and
will continue as such for the permanent
stock company.

Due to the continued illness of Walter
(Dutch) Brown, featured comic of the
Minsky company, his physiclan has or-
dered him to take a vacation until the
opening of the permanent stock com-
pany. Therefore Minsky wired Eddie
(Nut) Kaplan to entrain from New Or-
leans as successor to Brown. Kaplan is
scheduled to open Monday.

Changes on Circuit

Mutual Route Sheet for February 24-
March 1 indicates 38 shows en tour, five
shows laying off, viz.: Girls From Hap-
pyland, out of Cincinnati; Big Revue,
out of Gayety, Brooklyn; Sporty Widows,
out of Providence; Dainty Dolls, out of
Springfield; Social Maids, out of Buf-
falo.

Route sheet for March 3-10 Indicates
36 shows en tour, five shows laying off,
viz.: Parisian Flappers, out of Cincin-
nati; Best Show in Town, out of Gayety,
Brooklyn; Bare Facts, out of Paterson;
Bohemians, out of Apollo; Jazztime Ree
vue, out of Buffalo.

Ginger Girls, scheduled to close at
Providence, has had 1ts season extended
by going Into the Star, Brqbklyn, March
3-8.

TOM PHILLIPS, censoring doctor of
Mutual houses and shows 5ince the
opening of the season, closed Saturday.

on the editorial page—ED.

Current Comment ]

By NELSE

NOTE—The opinions stated in this column are those of the writer
and need not reflect the policies of The Billboard, which are erpressed

OLUMBIA and American Circuit burlesque with its 72 companies
and an equal number or more houses was conceded to be the most
stabilized form of theatricals of its days, for each and every com-
rany was assured 36 weeks’ work with but one or two weeks’ layoff due

to impractica! railroading,

Mutual Circuit burlesque opened the current season. with 50 shows and
prospects of 36 weeks' work for most of the shows on the circuit.

Mutual rqute sheet for the current week indicates 36 shows en tour,
Wwith five shows laying off, with poor prospects of any one of them getting

over 30 weeks’ work on the season.

Lack of employment in industries and commerce may have been re-
sponsible to a great extent for the gradual jalling off in paironage of cir-
cuit burlesque and this has been the apparent logical claim of I. H. Herk,
president and general manager of the Mutual Burlesque Association, for
the closing of houses and shows on the Mutual Circuit and his demand
for retrenchment in the operation of houses and shows, including a cut
n salories of stage mechanics of Mutual shows. -

Granted that there was, and even now may be, logic in Herk's claims
and demands, it is not borne out by facts as it applies to the operation of
houses and stock company presentations in New York, Philadelphia and

other cities visited by us recently.

Charlie Burns, general manager of the Irving Place Theater, New York,
couldn’t attract profitable patronage with circuit shows alone, therefore
he was obliged to augment them with a permanent stock company and 16
runwaey girls. Even then the patronage wasn’t altogether profitable, and his
business associates demanded a change by the elimination of the circuit

companies and the entr
that since the change

of a permanent stock company, with the results
onday, February 10, the house has played to Profe

itable patronage at every performance.

Rotary stock may solve the problem of how to make burlesque pay a
profit, but it won't give the usual employment to stagehands, leaders, or
the usual booking fee to the Mutual Burlesque Association, and its travel-

ing representatives.

BURLESQUE FANS—Kindly take notice that it is against the ethics of
journalism fo pubdlish letters, unless the writer gives his full name and
address as an indication of his sincerity, therefore we cannot and will not
publish in “Current Comment” several letters received last week, €spe-

cially one Teferring to Dayton and another to Detroit.

“The Forum” in

The Biliboard welcomes logical leiters when properly signed.

R [P

Changes in Casts

City Theater (Stock) New York —
Connie St. Claire, featured fem. of the
runway since the opening of the
house, closed February 15 to accept an
engagement as master of ceremonies
and singing specialist in & Broadway
Night Club. Chat Gorman closed at the
same time to accept an engagement at
the Mayfair; Evelyn Ramsey, late of the
Burbank Theater Stock Company, Los
Angeles, opened February 16. Virginia
Jones, last seen here as a featured fem.
of the Columbia Theater runway, opened
Saturday as successor to Connle St.
Clair.

American Theater (Stock), New York
—Dolly Glenn closed February 15.
Charlie Wesson, of Breadway Scandals;
Less Dunn and Ann Paulson, of Laffin’
Thru, filled in their layoff last week.
Frank Kreamer, straight man; Charlie
Goldie and Harry (Katz) Fields and
Gertrude Fox, soubret, of Dainty Dolls,
are filling in their current week layoff.
Izzy, the Harlem blues-singing speclal-
ist. was the added attractlon week of
February 16. Patricia Kelley, soubret,
of Sugar Babies, opened Monday.

Apollo Theater (Circuit), New York-—
Andy McCann closed February 15.
George Mack opened February 17 as
producer for Minsky’s supplemental stock
company. Eddie (Nut) Kaplan, late of
New Orleans, opened Monday.

Bare Facts {Circuit) — Dottie Read,
late of Sugar Babies, opened at Paterson.

Academy Theater (Stock), Chicago—
Russell Trent opened Saturday in place
of Bob Stanley.

Mutual Theater (Stock), Indianapolis
—Jimmije Walters, Vliola Spaeth and
Harry Levine opened February 17, Wal-
ters producing the comedy.

Stewart’s Recitations

NEW YORK, Feb. 22~—Harry Stewart.
ye old-time associate of the late James
(Blutch) Cooper in the early days of the
Columbla Circuit, is now dependent on
his sale of 10 original recitations for 10
cents that are being bought by many
burlesquers.

Irving Place Stock
Playing Big Patronage

NEW YORK, Feb, 22.—Charles Burns,
general manager, and Joe Burns, assist-
ant manager of the Irving Place Theater,
evidenced discerning showmanship when
they changed the policy of their pres-
entations from Mutual Circuit com-
panies, augmented by a permanent house
company, to that of a permanent Stock
company of 16 principals and 32 choris-
ters, beginning February 10.

Reports relative to the opening week's
production, presentation and patronage
indicated that Burns had made a movs
in the right direction in giving employ-
ment to many players and profit to the
Irving Place Theater promoters.

Selecting Tuesday matinee as a suit-
able time to see and hear what was being
done for burlesque and, burlesquers we
herein set forth our reacticn.

Standing room was at a premium.

Review

Jimmie James' Orchestra put pep
aplenty into their playlng of the over-
ture and numbers.

Production included  many full-stage
sets for sketches, silk semicyes for plc-
turesque tableaus, silk drapes for spot-
lighted parades of individual personali-
ties, and pictorial drops for dialogs and
bits.

The grooming ran from tux. to street
and custom-tailored comedy clothes for
the men, and gorgeous gowns and chic
costumes for the fems. apropos to the
eketches, dialogs, bits and numbers, the
lighting effects' blending harmoniously



with scenery and costuming, this being
especially appliceble to the tableaus for
the finals. *

presentations included a series of serio-
comic and burlesque sketches in 21
scenes, scheduled a la scandals, '

Rich (Shorty) MecAllister, Johnny
weber, Bimbo Davis and Bobby Wilson
are the comics working individually and
collectively with the aild of other prin-
cipals in thelr respective turns,

Paul Ryan, in frequent changes of nat-

ty attire, handled the straight-man role
with a distinctively emphatic, yet hu-
morous dellvery of lines and aggressive
actions. .
. Harry Kelley in several serio-comic
characterizations enacted his roles with
211 the zealousness of an able legit. with
tie versatility to humor his lines for
purlesquing purposes.

George T. Walsh, producer, also en-
acted several roles thruout the presen-
tation in his usual able’ manner,

Mildred Cozierre, the voluptuous red-
headed vamp, as the typical leading lady,
dominated each'and every scene in which
ghe appeared a8 & talking woman that
has few equals and no peers in bur-
lesque, and as a blues-singing speclalist
she was encored repeatedly - until she
gave her admirers a flash of her pleas-
ingly plump form in a spot-lighted stage
parade of her pleasing personality,

Dolly Davis, a pleasingly plump bru-
net ingenue-soubret, characterizing a
gypsy fortune teller, is another good
talking woman & la comedienne, and as
a'nymber leader singing and dancing
with acrobatic cart wheels, Dolly sets an
example for her sister soubrets that they
can follow to their own advantage, and
as an asset to the show.

Helen Morgan, & brunet beauty with
an indefinable IT, has it with a capital
I in personal attractiveness, talent and
ability as a talking woman, singing and
dancing soubret who knows how to sell
it to the most critical of customers.

Sally Swan, the sizzling red-headed
singing and dancing soubret, shows them
how she formerly did it in Chicago by
putting pep eplenty into her pleasing
personality on the runway, llkewise In
a spot-lighted stage parade, and In sev-
eral scenes Sally gave ample evidence of
serlo-comic acting ability in delivery of
lines and actions.

.
Peggy Reynolds, a worthy competitor

of Ann Corio, has all the sweet simplicity
of an unsophisticated seminary graduate,
with a sweetly modulated singing volce
and an alluring mannerism that she re-
vealsswith the artistry of a seasoned ac-
tress in a spot-lighted stage parade of
her slender symmetrical personality.
Isabelle Lourle, an Italian type of
beauty, has mastered the art of singing
sweetly and parading her slender sym-
metricdl personality®in the spotlight to
the delight of the pleased patrons,
Eitty Merritt, the blond girl glorifier
of “burlesque, has all the essentials to
grace a Broadway production. :
Ellaine Cullerton, another blond beau-
4y, held her own- amidst many. com-
petitors on runway and spot-lighted

age.

Trixle Kodak has all the mannerisms
of a quaint Quakeress in leading num-
pers a la ingenue-prima donna.

Chorus, 32 blond, brunet and red-head
beautles of the slender symmetrical show
girl and prancing pony type, with In-
gratiating smiling faces and flirty eyes,
singing in harmony and dancing in uni-
son in a serles of novel numbers, and
posing in picturesque tableaus, staged
by Bllly Pilgrim.

Comment
Charles Burns, as the general man-
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ager, alded by George T. Walsh, produc-
er, and Billy Pligrim, stager of musical
numbers and dancing ensembles, with
the aid of a talented able company, has
set a ‘new standard for 14th Street bur-
lesque that will bear watching, as it
may have far-reaching effects on bur-
lesque of the' future.

Granted that the management has
provided the theater and the players,
it rests with the producer and the play-
ers as to what kind -of a presenlation

they can and will put on for the patrons.

George T. Walsh as the producer has
cast the company according to its
respective talent and ability, thereby
giving to each and ail ample opportunity

to show what they can do along their -

own lines, individually and collectively,
and by doing so, getting the desired re-
sults inf competitive, congenial co-opera-
tion, with comedy as clean as it was
clever and numbers that are & credit to
coach and. choristers—NELSE. 5
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CIRCUIT REVIEW
HELLO, PAREE

—with—

Lee Hickman and Mildred Franklin

Music by Al Givens. Numbers by Ber-
nadette Smith.
Nickels at the Columbia Theater,
New York, week of February 17.

CAST-~Lee Hickman, Mildred Frank-
1in, Milt Davis, Bllly Woodal), Allan Bard,
Eddie Miles, Elenore Abbile, Eida Langer
and Lacey Willis.

PRODUCTION-~The usual full-stage
sets, semi-cycs., silk drapes and plctorial®
drops, gowning and costuming.

PRESENTATION—A series of famillar
bits, gpecialties and ensemble numbers.

Characterization

Tee Hickman in his usual tramp make-
up and mannerism, carried the burden ot
the comedy like a thoroly trained bur-

.lesquer,

Mildred Franklin, an attractive brunet
with an ingratiating smile, dimples and
flirty eyes and somewhat peculiar per-
sonality, dominated each and every scene
in which she appeared as a serio-comio
leading lady, well versed in all the tricks

of the talented, able comedienne and’

dramsatic actress, humoring her lines and
actions fot burlesquing purposes, be it
as the hysterclal, laughing, crying drunk
or the drink-doping vamp. In leading
numbets and singing specialties, Mildred

. was all that could be desired as a vocal-

istic treat, and this Is especlally ap-
plicable to her sentimental, emotional,
dramatic song recital. Her gowning and
costuming run to the bizarre, with
ostrich plumes that, manipulated by an
artiste, revealed her slender, symmetrical
form alluringly. Mildred has talent and
abllity, plus versatility -par excellence.

Milt Davis, & typlcal tramp comic,
worked well with Hickman without in
any way overstepping the rights of the
comic-in-chief, supplementing with . a
singing specialty in which: he proved
title to YODELER.

Billy Woodall, in tux. attire and char-
acter clothes, was the clear-dictioned, ag-
gressive, somewhat dramatic straight and
character man of ability. ~

Alls, Bard, In tux. and natty street attire,
worked in scenes, supplementing with
singing and dancing, In leading numbers
and in a double speclalty with Soubret
Abbie.

Eddie Miles, characterizing a doctor,
evidenced the ability of an old-time legit,
and In a comedy-crying baby in cradle,
and black-face baby talking specialty, the
ability of a former minstrel man. In his
specialty Miles was ably aided by In-
genue Langer as a talking woman and
yodeler.

Elenore Abble, & pretty, petite blond

soubret, was effective in scenes and lead-

ing numbers.

Eida Langer, a personally attractive
brunet ingenue, worked well in scenes,
and in leading numbers paraded her
slender personality pleasingly.

Lacey. illls, a pretty, petite redhead
with a modelesque form, stepped out of
the chorus to sub for Dorothy Fuller in
several scenes as a tough-talking kiddie,
and led a number in which she evidenced
the talent, and. that can be developed
into that of an admirable soubret. A
few lessons in singing and dancing will
in all probability enable her to graduate
into & principal role permanently.

CHORUS. typical of the circult. Put
pep aplenty into the ensemble numbers.

Comment

A clean, colorful production and a
presentation of comedy that depended
for the most part on double-entendre
for laughter and applause.

Colnmbia Theater Runway

Wwillle Creager and his orchestra above
par at the Monday matinee. Lee Smith
and Jean Steele leading a series of novel
numbers.

Billy Koud pgave his Dancing. Dolls
ample, opportunity to evidence their
versatility in a Zouave number, with cos-
tumes apropos, In which the Dolls
dancell dynamically—NELSE.

—IN PHILADELPHIA —

EVERYBODY STOPS AT THE

HOTEL WINDSOR

y all,
1225 Filbert Street, 2zrosits Sb7, Tavo:

300 Newly Furnished Rooms, All with Running

and Cold Water,
$8.00 Single, $12.00 Domble, $15.00 with Bath.

WILLIAM HYMAN, Prop,
of the Hotel, Oity.

H EB. “GOLDIE" GOLDBER@, Manager. |

1
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Many Theater

Tournaments

Curtain Call Club perform-
ances in Boston draw well
‘—‘Dreamy Kid’ first prize

- March 1, 1930

Otis Skinner said in a recent article
that the salvation of the American
theater lay 'in the little theater and its
development. The competitive spirit is
revealed by the number of tournaments
about the country and serves as a stimu-
lus to better acting and directing, a
more thoro appreciation of the theater.

Boston®s Tournament

‘The outcome of the Little Theater
Tournament of Boston, held under the
ausplces of the Curtain Call Club dur-
ing February, has been watched with
much interest and enthustasm.

The performances were well attended
and the public as well as the players in
the competition were very enthuslastic
over the results. The Curtain Call Club
feels sure that a .very good work has
been started. ;

The Dreamy Kid, by Eugene O’Neill,
captured first prize. This one-acter was
presented by the Boston Players under
the direction of Ralf Coleman. These
first-prize winners are a group of col-
ored players who have an extremely
high rating in Boston.

The Falcon, by Tennyson, presented by
the Punchard Alumni Players, under the
direction of M. E. Stevens, won second
prize, and The Flattering Word, by
George Kelley, gliven by, the Park Play-
ers, and directed by W. O. Partridge, Jr..
took third prize.

Wisconsin Holds
"Playwriting Tourney

Locked Windows, by Carol McMillan
Reid, of Oconomowoc, Wis., and Téin God,
of which Mary Waterstreet and Vivian
B. Bues, of Milwaukee, are joint authors,
have been judged the two best one-act

e plays submitted by little theater groups
in the second annual playwriting tour-
nament conducted by the Wisconsin
Dramatic Guild.

The two winning plays will be pro-
duced in Madison during the Guild’s
Drama Festival, March 4 to 8. The au-
thors will direct their own productions,
which will be broadcast sometime during
the testival over Station WHA.

Hume Fogg Students
Present Fine Comedy

Hume Fogg students, players of Nash-
ville, Tenn., hung up another laurel in
their record of successful plays when
they recently produced a three-act com-
edy called Dollars and Chickens.

Humorous incidents, skillfully handled
by the members, kept the audience
chuckling thruout the play. Especlally
effective were storm scenes arranged by
Tillman Smith, light director, and
Electricians Willlam Bryan and Felix
Hoots.

Mrs. Inez, Basset Adler directed the
play which was produced under the
management of Virgll Francls.

Buffalo Campaigns for
New Members :

The Little Theater Guild, of Buffalo,
N. Y., recently conducted a campaign
for new members. One of the objects
of the local gulld will be to create added
interest in the Little Art Theater. Other
plans of the guild are to reconstruct a
clubhouse at the rear of the Little The-
ater, where Sunday afternoon teas will
be held, art exhibits given, studlos giv-
en to artists struggling to get a foothold
and where expansion plans will be made
for the Little Theater Gulild.

Jullan T. Machat, art director of the
Philadelphia Motion Pleture Gulild,
which operates the Little Theater in
Buffalo, has been directing the mem..
bership campaign. Louis M. Machat is
directing manager, and Robert D. Bogat-
in, treasurer. 0
Pasadena Community Players,
Pasadena, Caltf.

Gllmor Brown, director of the Pasa-
flena Community Playhouse, one of the
outstanding little theaters of America,
has secured the rights %o Spindrift, Mar-

’ Billboard
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[Little ‘Gheater

By JOSEPHINE M. BENNETT
(Communications to 1560 Broadway, New York)
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The Secenic Artist

A chat with one of our lttle theater
directors discussed the problems of
scenery. A serlous handicap, said this
director, is the fact that in, many little
theater organizations almost' every mem-
ber wants to act, and this state of af-
falrs brings about a woeful lack of
tachnical and business helpers. .

Quite often, too, a member’s "light
would shine much brighter in the art
of scenic production rather than in the
art of acting. Usually one of the mem-
hers of the organization not only has an
acting part but contributes a bit of this,
that or the other in scenery, costumes
and settings, with the result that noth-
ing unusual or noteworthy is produced,
The time is coming when little theater
groups will attract as much attention
with novel settings and new ideas in
scenery as with their plays and acting.

Makeshiff and inappropriate scenery
adds nothing to the best produced play
imaginable, while proper settings and
‘scenery add much to any play. Scenery
may be rented, where the budget per-

zood example of originality. It embodies
several interesting features and was ex-
ecuted by Kenneth MacClelland for the
Middlebury College Dramatic Club’s pro-
duction ‘of The Glitierting Gate.

The first consideration, of course, is
locatlon; where’ the play is to be pro-
duced. Nqg, plans can be made until
this is decided upon by the director or
manager. Once the matter of location is
settled upon the scente artist may go on
& tour of inspection. He may use any
old scenery available if it holds possi-
bilities of being transformed with the
aid of his brush and ideas. Old pleces
can be made over at very small expense.
Luminous paints, for example, can work
new wonders for the little theater's
scenle background.

The large spaces in the background
may be filled in with unusual wall hang-
ings and tapestrles,. When beautiful and
modernistic fabrics can be purchased so
inexpensively it seems a shame to leave
any 'set with ugly spaces destroying the

A SET used in the recent production of Lord Dunsany's “The Glittering
Gate”, produced by the Middlebury College Dramatic Club. This set, which is
an experiment in dynamic symmetry, was executed by Kenneth MacClelland
and constructed entirely by students.

.

5
mits, and the clever scenic artist may
add his own individual touches. Simple,
lovely effects may be created by & splash
of brilllant modernism somewhere in the
set which gives highlight to the whole
pieture. .

As a general rule progressive little
theater groups have workshops where
members possessing artistic talent give
most of their time working on scenic
designs and construction, studying out
unique lighting arrangements and trying
out new ideas in paints and modernistio
effects in scenery. The creative scenic
artist can express his individuality and
genius when the opportunity presents
itself for an unusual scenic background.
The set shown in the illustration is &

play illusion. The artist may alse ob-
tain the plain material and paint in the
designs created by his own artistic soul.
Colorful fabrics solve the problem of
what to do with doorways and we have
seen some beautifully acted little thea-
ter plays almost ruined by worn and
faded old portieres or draperles hanging
from a door set. : )

Screens aid considerably in effectively
arranging a set, and the artist can make
these very simply. -Little theater groups
wishing to obtain iInformation about
renting scenery, procuring fabrics, gauze,
tarlatans, paints and luminous paints
may communlicate with The Billboard
and this Information will be gladly
furnished.

tin Flavin’s new play, and will stage it
this spring.

Spindrift, llke Criminal Code, Flavin's
great New York hit, deals with life’s tan-
gled skein, but the scene 1s sunnier and
lighter, being Carmel-by-the-Sea, Cali-
fornia’s art colony, instead of peniten-
tiary walls.

The Pasadena production in this com-
munity’s half-million-dollar playhouse
will constitute its premiere, Spindrift
not being scheduled to open on Broad-
way until next fall. .

Portland Civic Theater,
Portland, Ore.

Mary, Mary, Quite Conirary, was most
acceptably presented for two nighis by
the Portland Civic Theater. Harold Tay-
lor took the part of the cockney man-
ager, while Amy Lowengart made the

character of Mary Westlake as fully in-
consistent as St. John FErvine had in-
tended.

Effective stage sets, designed by. a
committee headed by Connie Roth,
helped the production., -

Los Angeles Plans
New Little Theater Building

Announcement is made that a com-
plete little theater, constructed especial-
ly for dramatiq work, is to be erected on
Robertson' Boulevard, Los Angeles. The
Lavanna Studio plans to move Into the
new bullding early in April and to make
immediate use of the theater. Negotia-
tlons are now under way to procure a
well-known actress to tdke charge of the
theatrical productions.

- “Yanks"

~

Pa. Observes
Drama Week

Marquis Players give four
shows of “The Hairy Ape”
as their contribution

The Lafayette College Little Theater
gave a splendid contribution to Nationat
Drama Week by glving four special per-
formances of The Hairy Ape, .an ame.
bitious undertaking for any college
group. ,

Albert ‘H. Gilmer, director of dramatics
at Lafayette, chose a powerful play writ-
ten by one of America’s best known and
most distinguished playwrights. The ac-
tors and actresses who brought his play
to life on the stage of the Lafayette Lit-
tle Theater at Easton, Pa., gave it to an
intensely interested audience.

Admirable lighting effects and impres-
slonistic settings added to the excellent
acting and smooth direction, A unique
feature of the production was, the ap-
pearance of two talented and well-trained
or “halry apes”, the stoker
whose tragic experiences form the sub-
stance of O’Neill’s powerful drams. Harry
T. Hoffmen and Willard D. Raymond qdi-
vided honors in the title role, acting
the lead upon alternate nights during
National Drama Week with equal ef-
fectiveness. )

Football men and other athletes of
the college jolned in to make the play
sufficiently energetic™in the forecastle
and stoke-hole scenes, The part of the
gorilla was taken by one of the college
wrestlers, Edward C. Benney.

A steel-gray unit set of screens, under
skillful lighting, made pgssible a rapid
successipn ot the effective impression-
istic scenes fitting the mood of the play.

San Antonio Group .

Attempts Dramatic Fantasy

~ The Little Theater of San Antonio,
. Tex., plans a new form of drama in its
fourth presentation of the current sea-
son. Prunells, the delightful fantasy by
Granville Barker and Laurance Housman,
has been chosen for presentation in the
Iittle theater’s new playhouse. .

£ It will be the first dramatic fantasy
attempted by the San Antonio Players.
Carl Glick, the director, chose the fol-
lowing cast: Arthur Higgins, Robert
Claussen, Harry A. Porter, S. H. Smith,
Mrs. J. L. Landrum, Mrs. W. T. Thrift,

(See LITTLTE THEATERS on page 45)

DIREGTOR-PRODUCER

AT LIBERTY

Recently with “Journey’s End’* Co.
Twenty years on_ American Stage. Will pro-
duce for Little Theatre groups. Both modern
plays and classics. Address .
V. BEECROFT, R. F. D. 1, Port Chester, N. ¥,

PLAYS AND EEADPINGS
SEITS PIANOLOGUES

STUNTS MONOLOGUES
MINSTRELS READINGS
VAUDEVILLE Cl
ATTRACTIONS PLAYS

Ivan Bloom Hardin Co.

3808 Cottage Grove Ave.,, DES MOINES, IA.

ESTABLISHED 1872

COSTUMES

Of every age, custom and clime,

FOR RENTAL OR SALE
We Specialize in Amatecur The-
atricals.

CHARLES CHRISDIE & CO.

41 West 47th St.. New York, N. Y.

PLAYS PLAYS]|

We have the newest sud most attractive, as
well as the largest assortment of Playa in the
world. Bend four centa for our mew List,
SAMUEL FRENCH
(Incorporated 1898)
Oldest pley publtshers in (ke world.
25 West 45th Street, NEW YORK CITY.
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WBAL’S New

Microphone

Different from. usual type
of condenser *
not affected by weather

Billbdoard

“‘Radio Entertainers

. By JOSEPHINE M. BENNETT
{Communications to 1560 Broadway, New York)

Seeking constantly to improve the
transmission of radlo programs, the
engineers of progressive broadcasting
stations are doing continuous research
work toward devising and perfecting
new methods of projecting.the myriad
programs that now come into millions
of homes all hours of the day and night.

At Station WBAL, Baltimore, there is
a2 new type of condenser microphone
which has been designed and developed
by Gerald W. Cooke, chief engineer of
this high-powered station. This micro-
phone, the product of three years’ ex-
perimentation, has been given a thoro
test at ‘WBAL, having been in use here.
for a year, and so satisfactory and re-
liable has the original model proved to
be that duplicates have recently been
constructed and these microphones are
now, practically entirely used at this
station. .

These new “mikes” are different from
the usual type of condenser microphones
and are like no others being used today.
They employ the push-pull principle of
operation in that the vibrating dla-
phragm of the “mike” is provided with
two fixed plates forming the condenser
of the instrumeht, one of the plates
being perforated in a special manner to
permit the passage of the sound-wave
energy to strike the diaphragm and
cause it to vibrate In accorddnce with
the sound. An added advantage lies in
the fact that neither moist nor humid
weather has any effect on the efficiency
or operation of this microphone.

The use of these microphones results
in & silent background for the repro-
duced music and is especlally valuable
for broadcasting in large audiences
where high amplification is necessary to
reproduce the sound properly and most
effectively. This new instrument per-
mits a2 high quality of tone broadcasting
from the deep bass of the organ to the
flute-like tones of the small plpes with
a faithfulness and reality that leaves
little to be desired. -

Hey! Hey! Announcers!

Just look what Ben Gross, of The
New York Daily News, sald about you:
»Turn an announcer loose on a Ha-
wallan program and he becomes a walk-
ing dictionary. Instead of gaying the
next number will be apout the beach at
Walkiki he uses & won of adjectives to
describe the sunsets,. the clouds and
waving palm trees.” Now, will you be
good?

J. S. Butcher To Direct
Columbia News Department

The Columbia Broadcasting System
has extended its scope of service by
adding to its executive personnel Jesse
S. Butcher as director of the news
department.

Butcher was manager of the news
syndicate of The New York Times.

Negro Publication Refused
Radio Station Permit

Application of The Eansas City Ameri-
can, Kansas City, Mo., & Negro publica-
tion, to erect a new broadcasting station
to be devoted entirely to the trans-
mission of programs besring- ugon the
welfare of the Negro, was denied
Pebruary 14 by the Federal Radio
Commission.

s

T. ELMORE LUCY, the “Man of a
Thousand Poems', presented several of
his original story-poem programs over
KTSA, San Antonio, recently.

JEAN PAUL KING and Lee Goldsmith,
announcers at stations WLW and WCKY,
Cincinnati, respectively, are serving as
guest announcers for Mildred Hunt, NBC
star, appearing at the Albee Theater,
Cincinnati, this week. Miss Hunt’s of-
fering .is presented in 2 stage setting
patterned after a broadcasting studio:
The “guest announcer” idea is being fol-
lowed in every city where she appears.

JANE THURSTON, daughter of
the famous magician, Thurston, made
her radio debut February 18-25 from
Station WLW, Cincinnati. Her father

broadcasts from the same station.
Jene, now graduated from school,
also appears on the stage with her
jather, assisting his magic with a
song and dance act.

New Station

In Mobile, Ala.

Mobile went on the air for the first
time in February when Station WODX
sent forth . its initial program after
months of preparation. Hundreds of
congratulatory telegrams and long-dis-
tance calls reached the station during
the evening program, which was fea-

.tured by addresses by clty, county, civic

leaders and business men,

The station was organized by Hunter
Watkins and Walter Pape, both of Bir-
mingham, Al Treadwsay, formerly with
‘WBRC, Birmingham, i{s the announcer,

Richmond, Va., Station
Applies for Increased Power

Station WRVA, operated by Larus &
Company, has just applied to the Fed-
eral Radio Commission for an increase
in power from 5,000 to 50,000 watts, If
this permit is granted Richmond will
have a station as powerful as any in
the country.

WRVA has just erected a new tfans-
mitter located at Mechanicsville, Va.
C. T. Lucy is program director of the
station, / .

Program Sponsors, Co-Operation

And That “Billion-Dollar Year”!

“A Billion-Dollar Year for 1930” s
the slogan of the radio industry. Yet
it s reported that some national adver-
tisers, including several pioneers of the
air, are withdrawing from this medium
of advertising, claiming the radio show
has not produced adequate results. Ac-
cording to reports, the Goodrich Rubber
Company found that the money spent
maintaining the Silvertown Orchestra
and radio show did not bring in results
on Goodrich zippers to sustaln this
form of advertising, and that the money
thus spent could be better used thru
some other medium, and they have
withdrawn from the air. The Willard
Storage Battery, & company which for-
merly owned and operated & station, has

resigned from the air altogether.

If the program producer closes his air
show the whole radio Industry is seri-
ously involved. Why doesn’t the radio
show bring in the box-office recelpts
Undoubtedly the answer is the same as
when a Broadway production folds up
the tent and quits—it was a “flop”. It
is reasonable to assume that when the
radlo show does not produce box-office
recelpts for the advertiser it is not the
fault of radlo as a medium, his air show

.was simply a “flop” and he was playing

to “empty air seats”.

When the air show does "click” with
the listener~in it not only stimuletes
actual sales for the advertised product,
but it also creates that coveted prize—
ood will—and good will in the great
domain of the ether, with the radio net
spread from coast to coast and into
foreign lands, is not to be sneezed at.

Creating and maintaining good will
is one of the first rules in the credo of
the advertising man, and it eertainly fits
into the advertising man’s show in a
great big way. To achieve good will the
advertiser spends thousands upon thou-
sands of dollars a year In advertising
presentation thru perlodicals and news-
papers, He lures, he attracts, he pleas-
antly forces his “reading” audience to
stop, look and listen to his page. This
is done with beautiful art work, unusual
typography and layout and a general
high-class presentation of his product.
But he doesn’t usually stop there. Once
he has the, attention of his audience he
goes a step further in what is known a8

.
~

“service” features. He hands his audl-
ence something he or she can use—free,

It may be & new way to wash fine sllks, .

a recipe for a new and delectable dessert,
a tip on how {o protect the family gnd
keep everybody well, No business man
or showman can honestly afford to lose
or destroy good will. ‘

We are looking at the program spone-
sor or advertiser in the eyes of the show
producer, for he becomes that when he
places his show on the air seeking the
pationage of the vast radio audience,
The closer the link between the air-
space buyer and the showman angle the
better for radio presentation and results.

"How simple it should be to figure out
2 “service feature” on the radio program,
Just as an example, one advertiser re-
cently related that he had numerous
requests sent to his office gsking that
gpecial favorite musical numbers and
songs be played by his orchestra. No
attention was given to these requests.
Programs, we know, are arranged by the
broadcasting stations, but it seems that
the advertiser overlooked something
when he did not get together with the
radio station and work out some method
to inject this “service” angle into his
program. Xf requested numbers were
played it might have offered a solution
of how to interpolate the commercial
mention in an interesting way. .

Broadcasting stations will gladly con-
sider any suggestions on the part of the
program sponsors, for they are just as

‘anxious as the advertiser that the alr

programs shall bring good returns. The
time 1s not far off, we believe, when
the agency executive and the radio
showman will work together regarding
the type and kind of program sent out

over the air space which the advertiser.

buys, just. a8 the agency man now okehs
the appeals, copy, art work, ete., that
are broadcast to his reading audience
via the periodicals and newspapers.

Radio has reached the point when
broadcasting station, program director,
announcer, artist, continulty writer,
songwriters and publishers, and the
show sponsors or advertisers must co-
operate for the good will of the greatest
advertising space in the world—the open
alr. This iIs the end and object of the
radio show.
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Plans Appeal

From Decision

WLS not satisfied with cut
in broadcasting time, tak-
ing case to higher court

Station WLS at Chicago is not satis- -

fied with the decislon of the Court of
Appeals of the District of Columbia In
curtailing its broadcasting time in favor
of Station WENR, Chicago, it has been
announced by Harry E. Kelly, attorney
for WLS. The latter station plans to
file a new suit either in the Circuit
Court of Appeals for the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois or in the Supreme Court
of the District of Columbia.

Edgar L. Bill, director of Station WLS,
explained that approximately $250,000 in
advertising contracts would be inter-
fered with if the half-time sharing are
rangement became effective immediately.

Radio Helps

Music Sales

It has taken about five years to cone
vince concert managers thruout the
country that radio is not the terrible
monster. bent on destruction, which
their dreams conjured not so long ago.
Musical, concert and operatic menagers
took a desperate offensive when radio
first reached out for their stars. Music
dealers and publishers feared the radio,
thinking that songs plugged too strongly
over the air would lose thelr sales value.

But radio, the Iinnocent lamb, has
proved to be a friend and ally to the
whole musicel world. When John Mc-
Cormack and Lucrezia Borl made their
microphone debuts it threw the musical
managers into a panic, A clrcular letter
to every member of the national organi-
zation of concert mamnagers urged them
to boycott any artist who permitted his
work to be broadcast by the radio.

Nevertheless operatic and concert art-
ists continued to broadcast somehow,
and gradually musical men discoversd
a new and awekened interest in good
music on the part of the radio audi-
ences. This opened up & new fleld for
the musical manager. Muslo dealers in

talking-machine records and sheet mu-
slc began to realize that radio was
boosting their sales. Fans, hearing na-
tionally known artists as well as lesser
lights, sing over the radio and fancying
the song number or the artist’s volce,
bought songs and records. The value
of air concerts was shown almost imme-
diately and each new program sent out
on the air meant a stimulated demand
for old or, new records and songs.

Not only did the operatic or concert
star boost these sales, but the ballad and.
pop. singer and the orchestras as well.
Radlo, reaching the homes of people
who had never heard some of the song
number which the majority of the coun-
try considered “dead”, created a sudden
demand for these numbers. Other old
popular numbers were revived thruout
the nation, and an outstanding example
was the second success of the popular
waltz, Three o'Clock in the Morning.
This particular number lived 2 long and
vigorous life, passed away among the
archives of song successes, then sudden-
ly was fanned into new life thru the
radio presentations. Its revival brought
almost as good results as its first big
hit. Sheet music and record dealers now
consider the radio program a boon to
their business rather than a ddtriment.
. Muslical and concert men have found,
the radio a help in educating audiences .
to good music. There are still certain
restrictions, Some of the operatic and
concert artists are bound by contracts
to sing only & certain number of times
over the radlo, and this probably is as
it should be. Just the few times these
stars boardcast helps the air audlence
to & better understanding and apprecia-
tion of the world’s best music, and une
doubtedly it stimulates & new interest in
opera, which will, in thé final analysis,
be of box-office value.

Try &n old number in g NewW Way:

- radio. artists. \



India Magi
Honor Nicola

American magician lauded
by Preniier Society mem-
bers during Madras run

March 1, 1930

The Great Nicola, one of America’s
foremost magicians, who with his com-
pany recently concluded an extended run
thru Australia, New Zealand and China,
and now playing.in Indla as part of a
round-the-world tour, was honored by
the leading magical orgenization of India
during his company's recent engagement
at Madres, India. g

During the Madras run, representatives
of the Premier Necromantic Soclety of
India attended the Nicola performance
in a body. The president of the society,
in an address from the stage, welcomed
Nicola and his company to Madras and
greeted Nicola as “an {llusionist and
quick-change artist second to none”.

Following the speech, a copy of the
address was placed in a hollow magic
wand with silver tips, and the wand
together with a sllver.case on an ebony
base was presented to Nicola.

The address, delivered by president of
the Premier Boclety, read in part as fol-
lows:

“To Professor Nicole, master magician
andillusionist, now in Madras—We, the
members of the Premier Necromantic
Fraternity, feel it a great pleasure to
heartily welcome you once again
to this City of Madras. We have taken
up the study and practice of magic thru
sheer love of the art, and we are in-
tensely interested in a2ll who are masters
of the art, We sincerely wish to express
to you our keen appreciation of your
Twork 'as an all-round magical enthustast
of no ordinary type, and our great ad-
miration of your lofty achievements in
the field of the fascinating art.

“You have deservedly earned for you
a pleasing and proud name which has
focused you to the wondering and admir-
ing gaze of the magic-loving public. As
'an illusionist and a quick-change artist
you are second to none. Your elegance
of manner and the artistic attractiveness
,of your exceedingly clever performances
is admirably uncanny and they blend
together to proclaim you as the peerless
‘prestidigitateur and the cleverest con-
Jurer of the day.

“Our hearts are too full to express in
words how much we appreclate and ad-
‘mire your talented performances. It is
our proud privilege to enjoy the ac-
quaintance, if not the friendship, of such
an inimitable illusionist and magiclan
of the day as you. Permit us to heartily
icongratulate you on your triumphs.
Your magical career has been honorable
alike to yourself and to the cause of
the art of magic we profess. Thruout
it you have aimed high; thruout it you
have striven for artistic perfection; thru-
yout it you have attained that perfection,
and thruout it, in short, you have been
a master magiclan and enviable enter-
‘ tainer. We are proud to have you as an
honerary member of the Fraternity.”

The address is signed by the officers
of the association, A. Sundaramurthi, T.
C. Nagesam, A, Kumaraswami and C. G.
Krishman, ag well as by the other mem-
bers.

—

HERBERT A, DAVIS, instructor of
magic, and Fricke, the Magician, one of
his pupils, made the trip to Cincinnati
from Huntington, W, Va., last week to
“catch” the Thurston show. Davis and
Fricke are among the most active mem-
bers of the Huntington I, B. M. Ring,
which is now launching a campaign to
bring the#I, B. M. Convention to that
city in 1981.

THE CARD BEHIND
JOE BERG'S LATEST CARD EFFECT

Any card FREELY selected from ANY pack and
laced in performer's hands, whioh are held
hind his back. This performer immediately
names the chosen card. REMEMBER THESE
POINTS OF SUPERIORITY: ANY pack is used.
Can be rapeated over and over. The performer
ac net see  the \spectator select the card,
POSITIVELY NO PALMING. OR SKILL. Per-
formcr’'s wack is towards audience when he names
the card. The card Is not exchanged, torn or in-
Jured and is immedigtely passed for examination.
THE GREATEST CARD MYSTERY IN YEARS.
Price, $1.00.

“LIGHTING A CIGARETTE BY MAGIC.” A
real Cigarette Effect. Price, $1.00,

PRINCESS MAGIC SHOP
321 South Clark%S{reet, . CHIOAGO, ILL.

BillBbard

eMagic and MNagicians

, Conducted by WILLIAM SACHS
Communications to 25 Opera Place, Cincinnati, O.
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Bird Cage Trick
Subject of Expose

Rex M. Ingham, of Accotink, Va.
shoots us a clipping of the “Bo Broad-
way column, written by Joseph Van
Raalte, which appeared recently in The
Alerandria Gagzette, of Alexandria, Va.,
and in which s exposed, almost in detail,
the bird cage trick, which occuples &
prominent spot on the programis of 2
rumber of the leading magl,

In commenting on the bird-cage trick,
Van Raalte in his column states:

“Keating, the magiclan, i1s authority
for the statement that his famous dis-
appearing bird cage trick.1s one of the
oldest illusions in the sleight-of-hand
nan’s bag, yet no one seems able to solve
it.

“The trick 18 seldom used for this rea-
son: The magiclan holds the little cage
between his two hands, which are out-
stretched about six Inches from his
walstcoat. Then he counts, breaking the
count like-this: 'One . . . two . . .
two and a half . ., three!

“That ‘two and a half’ never falls to
throw most of the audience out of close
attention, and then the cage and the
canary have vanished.

"The cage, 18 collapsible, made of wires,
cloth and little rods which form thke bars.
The canary is genuine, When the ma-
giclan releases his left hand, the cage,
which is on a strong elastic, flashes, up
his sleeve—and the canary gets kilied,
cr at least 8o badly squashed on the rods
when they fold up, that he isn't good
for much but the cat after that.

"It's a good trick, but the average
slelght-of-hand man is too tender heart-
ed to ill use little birds in that fashion.”

Altho Keating is credited in the open-
ing with saying that the bird cage trick
is one of the oldest tricks in the magic
game, we are certain he had nothing to
do with the article exposing the trick,
as it is one of the strongest features of
his miagical repertoire, .

D. D. Miller Shows
New ]g‘wket Escape o,

HOT SPRINGS, Ark., Feb. 22.—Dare-
Devil Miller demonstrated his new sen-
sational stralt-jacket escape here last
week, with the co-operation of the local
police department.

In his stunt, Miller is bound and

locked In & strait-jacket, and is dragged
thru the streets at a high rate of speed
by a motor car, during which time he
escapes from the jacket, uninjured. He
has titled his new escape the Death Drag.

More than 2,000 people witnessed Mil-
ler’'s performance here, and the local
police held up all traffic until the fete
,was completed. A police car headed the
procession, and a&n ambulance followed
the car which dragged Miller nearly 10
blocks. !

H. E. Dougherty Signs -
With Bus-Operating Co.

CLARKSBURG, W. Va,, Feb. 22.—H. E;
Dougherty, known professionally as
Dlorah, the Magician, has signed a con-
tract with the Clarksburg-Columbus
Short Route Company, operators of pas-
senger busses, to do magic and illusions
over the United States Highway No. 50.
from this city to Washington, D. C.

He will entertain at civic clubs and
theaters in every town along the route,
and will be billed as H, E, Dougherty,
the #Short Route Magician”. :

Birch Booked
Until Aug. 28

LUFKIN, Tex., Feb, '22—Birch, the -

Magiclan, who recently invaded the Lone
Star State, advisss that he has grossed
more siuce Christinas than for any simi-
lar length of time since he first took to
the road. ‘The Birch show Is now headed
for the Rio Grande Valley, the richest
part of Texas.

The Birch attraction is booked solid
until August 28. On July 28, he will be-
gin a four-week tour for the Loar Inde-
pendent Chautauqua Company, playing
in auditorfums. Birch played the Loar
circult several seasons ago,

Carlyles Entertain
Disabled Veterans

BATTLE CREEK, Mich., Feb. 22.—Earl
and Jean Carlyle, mentalists, recently
presented their act before the soldler
patients of the Camp Custer Hospital
here, under the sponsorship of the Carl
Johnson Post No. 2, American Legion.
Others on the program were- Miller and
Boyd, dancers; Eastabrook, Neuman and
Schultze and Karl Schultze, of one-string
violin fame. Earl Carlyle served as mas-
ter of ceremonies.

The Carlyles will again take to the
road this summer, but have not yet*
made definite plans.

New I. B. M. Ring Formed

MARTINS FERRY, O., Feb, 22.—A new
L B. M. ring, consisting of magliclans
from this territory, has just been formed,
and will open & clubroom shortly in
Wheeling, W. Va. Officers of the new
organization, to be known as the Ohio
Valley Ring, are Roy P. Herold, president;
Joe Purpura, vice-president, and Paul
R. Semple, secretary-treasurer,

Other members include A. W. Fietz,
A. J. McKinzie, Zerah P. Boone, Gene
Maguire, Wilfred MacEwan, R. V. Fisher
and Fred Hammel. The club plans to at-
tend the I. B, M. Convention in ¥ort
Wayne, Ind., in 2 body. .

Magic Notes

WALTER BAKER and Company en-
Joyed a successful week’s run at the
Rivoll, Toledo, O., recently. Harry Opel,
Toledo magic worker, states that the
Baker turn is a real good, old-time mag-
ic act, with just enough comedy to add
variety. The tricks were well presented
and garnered & big hand, Opel reports.

L. O. GUNN, California magiclan, was
featured recently at the exclusive Bev-
erly Hills Hotel, Beverly Hills, Calif,, and
is sald to be the first magician ever to
tshow there. He also entertained recent-
ly at the Valley Hunt Club in Pasadens,
Calif., and at the Junior College at Riv-
erside, Calilf. Gunn recently had as his
guests at his home Iin Glendale, Calif.,
the members of the Hollywood Mystic
Soclety.

PAUL R, SEMPLE recently did his
magic at the Opera House, Scio, O. In’
addition to his magic work, he gave a
checker exhibition, playing 10 men
simultaneously, losing only one game
and drawing in several others.

A common knot is tied in the ¢enter of this

¢an do {t anywhere.

A copy of our NEW MAMM
copy of oix late Bargain List.

KOVA-WAH-WA

mysterious reptile (silk Imitation), When held at
arms’ length, the silk slowly rises head first, and actually unties itself. The trick is s riot, You
Complete with full patter snd instructions, PFRICE, $Le2,

[OTH No. 7T CATALOG included FREE with this dollsr offer, also a

The Serpent! See Him Risel
He Untiles Himselfl

134 South San FPolre Birest,
108 ANGELES, OCALIY,

-

Thayer Magic Mtg. Co.,

Thﬂrston/ Hits
In Queen City

Business up to usual high
standard—turns *em away
at three matinees

Howard . Thurston, regarded by the

'publlc in general as the "world's, great-

est maglclan”,’is now In his second and
final week at the Erlanger Grand Thea-
ter, Cihcinnati, )

Business during the first week was
up to*the usual standard set by Thurston
here in past seasons. The company played
to near-capacity business each night,
while the Sunday, Wednesday and Satur-
dey matinees were complete sellouts.
Possibly the years have slowed up Thurs-
ton a bit, but he is still the old-time
showman, and a prime favorite in the
Queen City. ‘

Those who in the past have criticized
the Thurston performance as being the
same year after year will find his cur-
rent attraction delightfully different in
many respects. Of course, Thurston still
adheres to his string of old favorites, but
there are a number of new effects and
new specialties, In addition to the work
of Jane Thurston, which gives the per-
formance & brighter aspect over past sea-
sons.

Probably the greatest improvement in
the show is seen In the work of Jane
Thurston. Altho regarded as only a fair
adjunct to the Thurston performance
last season, Miss Jane in the current
show stands out like & beacon. 8She
works like a seasoned performer, and her
song and dance numbers are executed in
good fashion. In addition to her song
and dance work, her papa permits her to
pull the strings on quite a number of
the major effects. Her magic work is
exceedingly well done.

Among the outstanding effects on the
Thurston program this season are Duck
and Rooster, The Levitation, The Spirit
Cabinet, The Magic Crystal, The Million-
Dollar Mystery, The Triple Escape, Iasia
and the Vanishing Whippet.

The speclalty artistes and assistants in
the Thurston company include Roslie
Stiber, Jackie Mason, Beatrice Bradford,
Iris Robb, Lilllan Hanson, Paula Hinckle,
C. Hermann, Ralph Pence, Willlam En-
Jow, Glen Pope and Cecil White,

The executive staff is made up of John
Northern Hilliard, business manager and
press representative: G. C. Chase, com-
pany maneager; Nelson Thomas, advertis-
ing agent; Lew Kesler, musical director; i
George W. Townsend, stage manager;
Clarence E. Robinson, master of me-
chanics; Carl F. Wood, chief electrician;
W. 8. Query, assistant electrician; W. E.
Butler, property master; George White,
chief assistant: John Elleson, special me-
chanic; Joe N. Cockes, flymean; Blanche
Willlams, wardrobe mistress; Cyril Yett-
men, constructor of 1illusions, and Her-
man Hanson, technical director. '

Dr. Raymond Contraqtéd

VANCOUVER, B. C. Feb. 22—Dr. Ray-
niond, mental and hypnotic worker, has
Just signed a contract to play the West«
ern Division of, Femous Players, Ltd.,
including the Berry Theater here. Busi-
ness has been good for Dr. Raymond
thru Canada this season.

MAGIC

ks, Books and Supplies.

Feature Acts in Mind Reading

and Spiritualism, Large stock.

Best quality. Prompt

ments. Large Illustrated

fessional Catal 20
THE

Pro-
og, 20¢.

OLD RELIABLE
ZCHICAGO MAGIC CO
Dept. D. 140 §. Dearborn St.,

Room 1036, Chicago, 1l

Givo shows,
BE A MAGICIAN a° i

ick Escape Handcuff, $6.25. Large
det.  Ci 0¢.

BLACKSTONE'S “SECRETS OF MAGIC”

OARS MAGICAL CO., Dept,
Delusions, 26c. B. L, GILBEET, I1135 Se.
28, .
Best Magie Book in Years, 265 pages. $2.15. All

MAGIO GOODS. 1,000 Different Items. New
Irving, Chicsgo. FPhene, Bev. 85!

cal Effe HOLDEN'S MAGIC
fRw G BE, 055 For Ol o
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Nlinstrelsy

By BOB EMMET
Communications to 25 Opera
Place, Cincinnatt

JEAN WOODWARD, circus prima don-
na, Is being kept busy with rehearsals
in Cleveland, O., for the Ladies’ Minstrel
Show, which will soon be presented at
the B. of L. E. Auditorium.

8T. LOUIS NOTES, by Joe B McGee—
The Gayety opened February 24, and
Yerne Phelps was the producer. Strange
gs It may seem, Gene Cobb, his old
puddy, Is the producer in East St. Louls
Avenue Theater. Hal Hoyt is the man-
ager, and they say business Ig great. Of
course, Dora Culenbino, his wite, and
Shorty will be with the cast, all cork
comedians. . . . The Primrose Minstrels
opened here February 24 for a tour of
the Interstate houses. Mrs. Primrose has
teen suffcring with a bad cold. o
Bob Conn. the dancing demon, came in
recently from the Margaret Iilly Com-
pany. He immediately went to work as
master of ceremonles. . It seems
they still like the .cork artists. as Smoky
Grey is our featured m. c. for Skourl
Brothers. . Hear Billy Doss has a
cafe called the Show Boat in Dallas, Tex.
What a revue they can hold nightly.
Jack Adair is also there. . . . Bob Conn
expects to go Into stock here soon and
will have his wife In the cast. . . .
The Garrick goes Into burlesque stock
soon, so it looks like plenty of work here
for actors. . . . Elmer Condy, who once
was a darky entertalner, was at the
Crand Theater recently. He sald he
Jonged for the smell of cork again. Who
says minstrelsy s dead?

L

A MINSTREL SHOW, produced with
prison talent, was put on at the Leaven-
worth Penitentiary on Lincoln’s Birth-
day. Paul Jackson, who was a few
months ago the host of & St. Louls night
club. was the director. The show was
witnessed by all of the 3,300 inmates
end a few invited guests.

CANDIDATES FOR S8EATS on the
judges’ board of the bass-drum cham-
plonship multiply. Many want to be
judge. Few want to beat the drum.
Now it's Happy'Benway's old teammate
in vaudeville, Dick Flournoy (of’ the

QuUIr- _

Minisiter sho

America’s unrivaled selection of
Complete Minstrel First Parts,
Blackface Plays, Opening Choruses,
Minstrel and Comedy Songs, Jokes,
Gags, Posters, Make-up Goods,
Wigs, Bones, Tambourines—every-
thing to put fife and snap into your
8how. Send for Special Minstrel Catalog.
Denison’s Plays and Entertainments
are known everywhere, Establiched
over 50 years, Send for Catalog.
T. S. DENISON & CO.
623 S.Wabash Ave., Dept. 150 Chicago,lll.

COSTUMES
Scenlc and Lighting Effects,
Minsirels and Musical Shows

See our gorzeounsom Seta for

1830.

I'ree Service Department Help:
You State Your Own_ 8how.
“Broadway Service at Haverhild
Prices.””

The Hooker-Howe Costume Co,
48-52 Sogth Main St, (Box 705), Haverhlll, Mass.

29
s 3

Jnsoun, surPuts,

MINSTREL COSTUMES

AND SBCENERY RENTAL,
Free Oatalog to Olubs,
JOBN D. KELLER, Costumer,
96 Market Street. Newark, N. J-

WANTED FOR
RICHARDS & PRINGLE'S FAMOUS
- _GEORGIA MINSTRELS -

MUSICIANS AND PERFORMERS.
Address 5160 West Adams St., Los Angeles, Calif.

. BillBbard

teamw of Lazer and Flournoy), who
writes: "During the last month I have
noticed several boastful letters in your
column about beating a bass drum. I
have played cymbals—off beat—with
both Bobby Gossans and Happy Benway.
It is my wish to offer my name and that
of Bueford Gamble as judges. Gamble
is a musiclan, having played flute with
Van Arnam. I would make & capable
Jjudge’ because I have seen both of the
chief contestants beat drums, bucket
boys and ladies to seats on street cars.
I even accompenied Benway once when
we were nearly forced to beat our way
back from the Levy Time. Gamble says
he saw Frank Gilmore, another contest-
ant, beat a policemen in a race at Louls=
ville, and he, Gamble, beat Gilmore.
That disquelifies Frank. This fellow
Cossans, who hasn’t been the same since
that asbestos hit him, says he will bet.
I'l bet he can’t even beat Benway In a
bald-head contest. We admit Gossans is
the champion bald-headed guy. I've al-
ways wanied an opportunity to get even
with- him for calling me Little Rock.
Despite the fact thet Benway broke me
into vaudeville and is a very dear friend
of mine, Gamble, my roommate, and I
promise to be impartial in selecting the
champlon. We want the best man to
win, even if he is from West Warren,
Mess. Gamble suggests as a third judge
Sam Lazar. .It might not be a bad idea.”

PREPARATIONS are going forward at
the headquarters of the W.:H. Reed
Dixle Minstrels for ‘the coming season
under canvas. The show will open early
in the spring. Charlie McHunley and
his seven-piece jazz band will be with
the Dixie Minstrels this season.

CLAUDE C. BROWN, who signs him-
self "a black-face comedian for the last
18 years,” is spending the winter at his
home in Joplin, Mo. Brown has been

noting the recent opening of several
minstrel organizations, and he predicts
that the minstrel show as a road attrac-
tion will soon be restored to its old pres-
tige and popularity.

OLD-TIME MINSTRELSY will be ex~
emplified in the production to be staged
for the Loyal Order of Moose at Daven-
port. Ia., March 2 and 3. There will be
a cast of 50. Talent will be drawn from
several cities in Iowa. ,

FOREST GLEN COUNCIL, Knights of
Columbus, staged Its annual minstrel
show at Silver Spring, Md., February 20
and 21. The S8eco Theater was packed
to the doors for both performances, .ca-

pacity business being assured when the’

box sale opened. James Mullings and
Everett Shrider directed. Endmen were
Teo Boyer, Everett ghrider, George T.
Tyser and Kim Mullings. Specialty per-
formers appearing in the ollo were Al-
bert Kramer, Bob Garrison, George Ken-
nedy, Edward Powers. Douglas Wade, Ed-
ward Gregory, Cornell Woodend, Mary
Roach, J. C. Ingledew and the Carmony
Dancers. Dr. P, A. Woogd was interlocu-
tor.

W. B. THOMAS, formerly of the Hunt.
ington Mighty Minstrels, is at his home
in Tippo, Miss.

FAY, TWO COLEYS AND FAY, the
veude. team which toureqd the Eeith and
Orpheum circults some seasons back be-
fore they broke up partnership, have
banded together again. This time it is
for old-time minstrelsy that they have
decided to combine their talents. Fay,
Coley and Fay, composed of Mr. and
Mrs. Clarence Coley with Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Fay, announced they will produce
amateur minstrels in the South before
attempting any revival in vaudeville.
Later they plen to go abroad with tours
of England and Australla. The queartet

—

Auditorium

(Communications to 25 Opera Place, Cincipnati, O.)

I —

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla-~—The Shrine

. Auditorfum offered the production, 4

Connecticut Yankee, last week and did
a very good business.

DES MOINES. — The Chicago Civic
Opera Company will appear at the
Shrine Auditorium March 25. Omer J.
Kenyon is director of activities for the
company’s local engagement.

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.~Buillding of the
proposed open-air theater in Star Sunke
en Gardens, a natural site for the amphi-
theater, will be postponed until a later
date, Mzyor Chambers sald last week.
‘The mayor’s decision was meade in view
of the park commissioner’s absence from
the ciity on business.

LITTLE ROCK, Ark—Special arrange=
ments are being readled at the High-
School Auditorium for the installation
of an amplifying system to eliminate
the acoustical defects when the A4
Connecticut Yankee Compeny plays its
engagement here soon. The manage-
ment, which has been booking high-
class attractions this season, predicts an
enormous ticket sale,

ATLANTIC CITY. — The recently
formed Atlantic City Symphony Orches-
tre of 42 pleces presented its Initial
recital to an enthusiastic audience at the
studio of Station WPG, located in the
Municipal Auditorium February 13. The
organization was formed in protest of the
present usage of entire sound programs
in local theaters and to encourage the
public’s appreciation of music other than
“canned”. The" ballroom of the audi-
torlum mey be the scene of subsequent
recitals. .

1L.O8 ANGELES.-~-The contract cover-
ing the supervision and reconstruction
of the Los Angeles Coliseum was ex-
ecuted on behalf of the city February 15
by Mayor Porter. In addition to the
city, the county, 10th Olympiad Assocla-
tlon, the Sixth District Agricultural
Assoclation and the Community Develop-
ment Assoclation are members in the
contract. The contract holds that the
Community Developiiént Assoclation,

which bullt the structure, financed it
and has governed It since erection, will
continue to hold sway until the end of
1932, when the Olympic Games will
have been completed. Next week the
Board of Public Works will open blds for
the reconstruction of the bowl. The city
and county each has appropriated
$225,000 for the work. By all concerned,
it 1s planned to replace the present
wooden structure at the rim with con-
crete and to enlarge the seating capaclity
to 100,000 or more. .

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—~The construce
tion of a municipal auditorium here will,
in all probability, be referred to the
voters at the spring election, it was
evident following a special meeting of
the councll last week. The proposed
building will cost $1.500,000 and will
serve for all conventions in the city.
The project is sponsored by City Man-
ager George W. Welch, City Attorney
Ganson Taggart and Assessor Judson D.
Forsyth. .

PORTLAND, Ore~—The benevolent act
by Calvin Heilig, who holds the franchise
in Portland for the appearance of road
shows, in offering to present the best in
entertainment at the Public Auditorium,
taking all risk of loss on engagements
himself, was outlined last week to Mayor
Baker by Hal M, White, manager of the
auditorium. Xelllg suggested that he
would pey all of the bills incurred In
bringing road shows to Portland and
that he would stand any loss, the city to
take all of the recelpts over the actual
expenses, which would not include any
salary or commission for him. Manager
White pointed out to council that Heilig
will book road attractions in the audi-
torium purely for the sake of giving
citizens a chance to see worth-while
productions, rather than let them con-
tinue to pass Portland by. It was
further suggested that the profit made
out of the engagements would be the
city’s rental for the use of the audi-
torlum. No decision was made by the
city at press time, but In view of the
splendid features the- plan has, it is ex-

pected that council will unanimously,

ratify’ Heflig’s proposition.
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of vaudeville performers not long ago
concluded a contract in Chicago and re-
turned %o this city, where Clarence Coley
end his wife have made their home for
some time. During the last several years
they have been on the vaudeville stage
as Coley and Jaxon. The first minstrel
effort of Coley and Fay will be staged
in Raleigh, N. C., about March 1.

THE ANNUAYL, MINSTREL production
of the Stonewall Athletic and Social
Club was staged at City Hall Auditorium,
Holyoke, Mass., Febru 12. The hall,
which seats 1,200, was packed to the
doors. All of the talent was drawn from
the membership of the club. -Louls Pre-
vost, who directed the show, was the
interlocutor. Raymond (8kee) Kennedy
and Ernest Archambault were the ex-
treme ends, with Buster Cote, Romeo
(Sharkey) Chartier, Joe Brassard and
Messrs. Snyder, Brown and Lafountaine.
The ends kept things moving every mo-
ment. All of the solo numbers were en-
cored and exceptionally well rendered,

THIS BASS-DRUM world's champion-
ship contest maybe isn't so hot, if it is
going to arouse petty jJealousies among
the old-time drum pounders. Here comes
Frank Gilmore, one-time maestro of the
bass drum, protesting agalnst the entry
of Happy Benway. He is just as much
opposed to the entry of Doc Haines as
a judge. The old master of the beass,
drum holds that if names like those he
mentions are allowed to get on the list,
real artistes will refuse to compete with
them. Says Gilmore: "I have refrained
from indulging In my favorite hobby
(swinging the drumbeater) for such a
long time I did not belleve my name
would be drawn into this contest. I
suppose I have gained & reputetion I
can never live down. From rellable
sources I am led to believe that Happy
Renway Is the sinister influence behind
this movement. By the seven hairs of

 his famous wig-—which I have ‘pasted in

my scfapbook—may he be the most im-
possible among the aspirants for the
championship honor. Who is this Doc
Haines who would sit in the high seat
of authority to judge past masters of an
art of which he has no understanding?
I have trouped with the hideous Doc
two years and I know him llke a hook.
Ask Bobby De Rue, Ray Dion, Del Pacl-
ulll, Bert Proctor, Harry Armstrong and
Jim Finning where under the great blue
canopener of heaven you can find an-

' other left-handed bass drummer.” {

DOC SAMSON, who has been playing
dates thru Ohlo since he doubled with
Harrls Webster, reports that the team
broke a house record as a drawing card
at Portsmouth, O., last week.

THE WILL of Mary T. Emerson, widow
of the famous minstrel, was filed for
probate in San Francisco last week. The
estate ts valued at $700,000. George E.
Lask, former manager of the Tivoll Opera
House, is one of the three executors
named. Among the bequests are the fol-
lowing: Little Sisters of the Poor, 850,000;
Bt. Patrick’s Shelter for Men. $50,000;
Shriners’ Hospital for Crippled Children,
860,000; Salvation Army, $50,000. Since
the death of Billy Emerson, in 1902, Mrs.
Emerson had been living at her home on
Baker street, S8an Francisco.

GEORGE WILSON, past master of
minstrelsy, living on the sunny side of
Easy street.in his old age at Binghamton,
N. Y., the other day received this epistle
from Gus Hill, the youngster he used to
spank: "Dear George—Saw an article in
The Billboard where you hung around
the Hotel Bennett. How are you, any-
way? Just think. George, not a minstrel
show on the road! Even the Field Show
is off. They all expect too much of a
minstrel company--blg lot of people,
band and orchestra, etc., and then don’t
want to pay as much as for an ordinary
show of 10 péople. The happy minstrel
days will never come back agaln, I am
afrald. 8till I think that a first-class
minstrel show would be a big hit in
New York Clty, as they have everything
in New York but minstrels. Vaudeville
is slipping, so are the pictures. Alto-
gether too much cheap entertainment.
Lee Charlle Willlams is manager of the
big Shakespearean company that came
from England. Just to think your city
without a road show. No matier how
tame a road show ls, it 1s 100 per cent
better than some of the poorer pictures.
Well, old scout, here's hoplng you are in
the very best of health.” (Since the
foregoing letter was written by HMr. Hill
three minstrel organizations have taken
to the road, including Eddie Leonard’s
Minstrels.~-B. E.)

i
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Beauty Box

Beautiful Eyes
And Wonderful Things

Wonderful in themselves are beauti-
ful eyes. Out in the Windy City, and
we mean Chicago, Juanita Lopez was
recently selected out of 85,000 contest-
ants and awarded the prize for “the
most beautiful eyes.”

History tells us that some 6f our
enrller girl friends of renown, among
them Cleopatra herself, knew how to
manage their eyes, and how they used
them to upset governments and over-
throw empires and such, is just nobody's
buslness.

Nature doesn’t permit us to pluck out,~

our eyes, if we aren’t crazy about thent,
but she cannot stop us from wielding a
clever right hand and some heaven-sent
beauty alds. And so, my children, {t's
your own fault if you don't make those
eyes the proverbial “mirrors of your
soul”.

Arabella, we'll say, has pale eyelashes
and eyebrows and she would like them
dark. Simplest thing in the world to
remedy. Just darken up those pala
brows and lashes with mascaro, black or
brown, and see your eyes take on new
depthh and vivid beauty instantly. Care
must be taken to apply the right mas-
caro, tho, one that will not smart the
eyes and that will stay on until you
wash it off. We know of a very fine
one which may be had in either solid or
liquld form, in black or brown, for 75
cents.

If You Prefer

A water-color preparation in place of
mascaro, we know of just a dandy one.
This preparation has been most success-
fully used, and Is also good for touching
up those little gray streaks in the hair.
Can be had in all shades of browns and
auburns, also black, gray or white, for $1.

Someone Else

May want to use a dye on eyelashes
and eyebrows. We know of one, per-
fectly harmless, and it comes in black
or brown for $1.25.

Don’t Forget

That a falnt suggestion of eye shadow,
smoothed evenly over the upper lid, can
transform your eyes in amazing and se-
ductive loveliness. Price is $1 in all
colors,  Ever try blue-eye shadow, Miss
Pale Bluc-Eyes?

For Those Who Want .

Extreme eye beauly, especially for
the evening dress affalr, the stage pro-
duction or screen use, the artificlal eye-
lashes are always an alluring addition.
In black or brown at $1 a palr.

The Hands of .
A Lovely Girl

They belong to a blond and beauti-
ful creature who just stopped in to see
us before salllng for Europe. “I want,”
sald she, “to take along a supply of that
olive oil and lemon julce lotion which
you recommended to me as It 1s just
abdut the best hand lotion I have
found.” This wonderful softening and
bleaching lotion, made of lemon juice
and ollve oll, is stiil belng offered to The
Billboard readers at the speclal Intro-
ductory price of 50 cents. Regulaxyly 75
cents.

P. 8. Miss Beautiful took along a
goodly supply of the soft, cleansing tis-
sues, too, and she wants to thank The
Billboard for suggesting both of these
beauty helps to her. You can have a
sample of these cleansing tissues, too.

Complete Makeup
In One Bottle

And it takes just about one minute
to apply. Not necessary to use grease
paint or powder. Simply apply this
makeup lotion with the fingertips and
it sprcads evenly and smoothly over the
face. It is absolutely pure, therefore
perfectly harmless. A big help to the
busy performer. Does not have to be
replenished, once on it stays on until
removed with a little soap and water
and this can be done in a Jiffy, too. Ts
not affected by perspiration. One for
stage use and one for street wear. Pleasa
state for which purpose when ordering,
also give complexion and color of hailr
and eyes. Price is $2 a bottle, three for
85. WIill send C. O. D. if 20 per cent 13
sent with order.
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Jeminine Frills

By JOSEPHINE M. BENNETT
(Communications to 1560 Broadway, New York)

e

For Miss Polly of the Circus!

DacKaitth

GLORY BE and Hallelujah! It's al-
most circus time again, and soon® Miss
Polly and her ring-sisters will blossom
forth in gorgeous, glittering beauty.
There she sits up on the flying trapeze
wearing a dainty leotard which is most
magnificently decorated in starfish de-
signs of flashing amber stones, jewels,
crystals and rhinestones.

The glorified creature standing there
and looking so nifty made that feature
costume herself with the ald of a hoop
wherefrom she hung rich ostrich feather
boas of American beauty shade. A novel
idea of her own is that she can push
those feathers around to the back if
she wants and then everyone can get
2 better glimpse of them thar shapely
limbs. Not only that but they can also
see what a perfectly grand leotard she
is wearing, and it is simply allve with
jewels of all sorts and colors. She
sewed them on herself and she is mighty
proud of her glittering spangled lovell-
ness, The saucy [ittle helmet wears
brave and upstanding plumes to match
and contrast with the feathered skirt.

If Miss Polly and her pals would like
to know price and color range, here
they are: The feather boa trimming
used in making the skirt costs 95 cents
a yard und ccemes Iin all colors. Par-
ticularly beautiful are shades of blue,
pink, orange, yellow, greens and Ameri-
can Reauty. The large plumes on the
helmet cost 75 cents each, smaller ones
at 50 cents and 37 cents. Ten plumes
make a stunning lheadset. Come in all
colors and shades, too.

SUPPOSE MISS POLLY climbs all over
the elephants in her circus stunt—then
she must have just the right sort of
slippers. We recommend for her a san-
dal-type slipper made of the finest qual-
ity kid or leather, which molds to the
foot like a glove. This sandal has spe-
cial crepe rubber soles attached, and lIs
the type used by dancers who dance on
highly polished floors. They are made
so they will hold to any swuface. Cost

$2.40 a pair {n black kid, and colored
kids cost $3.15 a pair. This low price
includes postage anywhere.

WE WILL gladly quote very low prices
on leotards in mercerized, worsted or
silk.

DON'T FORGET to send for your cata-
log show tights and things for the the-
atrical wardrobe. It's free.

THAT SPECIAL PRICE on rhinestones
is belng held over for girlse who are busy
making their costumes. It was offered
as a February special, but you can still
get them—10 gross of fine quality rhine-
stones witb sets for $3.59.

A DANDY. as well as handy little
rhinestone machine costs $3.50. Such a
tiny 1ittle bit of a2 thing, yet such a big
help. Always a traveling friend.

WHAT A STUNNING rhinestone head-
hand or tiara? Some beautiful ones,
Just shimmering and glittering with
myriads of flashing stones, cost $7.50.

SAMPLES and prices of the new ma-
terials, spangles, etc., will be gent to
you upon request.

SENOR AND SENORITA will be in-
terested 1n Spanish Castanets and Fin-
ger Cymbals. A speclal price offers them
to you now at 75 cents.

HOLD EVERYTHING! And look at
the new dance belt called Helen Gllligan
and named after the litile star of Hold
Everything. It is a dance and garter
belt combination, made with special ad-
justable and reinforced garters (remov-
able). A real necessity for dancers. Six-
inch width costs $3.26 and 8-inch width
$3.75.

GENTLEMEN of the bands and or-
chestras: Would you like to know where

Footlight Fashions

Lace Gowns Popular
In New Shows and Acts

We saw a beautiful creation of ecry
lace at the Palace Theater not so long
ago. It was worn by a dark-haired dara-
sel and she knew her colors when she
had fashioned the belt of soft beige
satin. Tied at the high waistline, 1t fell
in graceful softness to the cdge Of the
hemline which was, as it should be,
below the ankles in back and about mid-
way between ankles and knees in the
front. An amber necklace, belge chif-
fon hankie, beige stockings and  amber-~
colored satin slippers made this a stun-
ning lace ensemble.

Dorothy Appleby, dainty star of Young
Sinners, that passionate comedy at the
Morosco Theater, wears a dancing frock
in one scene which 1s a combination of
white lace and sheer white net. The
quaint little bodice has sort of & basque
effect with a short peplum falling over
the bouffant skirt. Silk roses, in deli-
cate tints, decorate the right shoulder,
Decolletage is patterned a la Jenny Lind,

Dorothy Stone Wears
Silver Frock in “Ripples”

Ripples, that's the name of Dorothy's
new musical extravaganza just opened
at the New Amsterdam. Among her
lovely dresses is a frock of sliver cloth.
It has a tight bodice and a most inter-
esting skirt effect, bullt out in the back
and to the side with a sort of a bustle
Jdea. The only decoration is rhinestone
trimmings, and glorious beauty shines
from a sparkiing rhinestone cap.

Dorothy's little sister, Paula, also ap=
pearing In Ripples, wears a gainty danc-
ing frock of yellow tulle. The bodice s
of silver¥ the skirt, very full and very
billowy, shades from the pale yellow inta
deep orange, and the effect is quite
wonderful.

Printed Chiffons
Put in Appearance

They are being worn’ a lot, girls, and
appeared even as early as January.
Shops simply full of them and seen in
the new shows aplenty. Minna Gombell
wears an intriguing little dress in Nan-
cy’s Privaie Affair, now playing at the
Vanderbilt. It is fashioned of soft-
printed chiffon, with the waistline quite
high, elbow-length sleeves, and a dou?le
skirt idea which goes almost down ‘to
the ground. The color scheme Is on &
lemon shade.

Believe It or Not

But we've seen bustles appearing on
some of the gowns. Not the old-fash-
ioned bustle, of course; but taffetas and
silks piled high in the back in bustle-
like effects. Now, won't that be grand.

One of the newest sllks, chiefly for
§ports wear, {s called Rodeo Shantung.
and it is sure full of unusual looking
prints. Comes plain, too.

Heard About “Dining-Jamas”?

“Ask me another,” did you say? Well.
that's just what they are called and
they mean what they are called—Pa-
jamas for Dining. They are a combina~
tion of pajamas and negligee. Otle goes
nonchalantly about one’s way attired in
these smart affalrs, and if you are on
your way to the Cafe De La something
or other don’t forget your long gloves and
costume jewelry. You simply couldn’t
think of going to dinner In your “din-
ing-jamas” without your gloves and
jewelry and a swanky handbag.

Well, it's snowing in New York today,
so we can't tell you about the nice straw
hats, big floppy ones we saw.

you can get blazer coats for around $6
and $7? Cofton mixtures In very pretty
patterns. Flannels are much more ex-
pensive, and we think the cottons quite
as effective and serviceable. Particulars
on request.

GALS AND BOYS, If we don't “click”
as they say in thils show business, and
write about the things you have in ming
or want, just drop us a line, tell ug
what you need and we'll be off in a
cloud of dust hunting it for you. The
Billboard Shopping Service is for you,
to help you, and we want to mention
the things you are interested in and
need, Don't be afrald to write to your
Inquiring Editor,



“HANDY” RHINE-
STONE MACHINE

10 Groes, Bizs 20 or 11,
Brilliant Whits | 8
stones and Settings, $4.80.

Colors—8ize 20 [}

$3.50

Stroogy & Speedy.
Weighs Only 1%
Pounds,

and BSettings.

Gross. 2%2 Gross 3
MODERN-HANDY BUTTON MACHBINE CO,,

7489 Weat Ohio Street, Chleage, ML

—_—

America’s Greatest
Theatrical Accessory House.

et

INC,

ROMPERS, OFERA HOSE.
LEOTARDS. DANCE SETS,
DANCE ACCESSORIES.

SEND FOR CATALOG
THEATRICAL DEPT.
4578B. Broadway, New York

Opera Hosiery Headquarters

You recelve shipments quicker by ordering from
our centrally located Chicago store. Here are the
Jatest prices on Opera Hosiery. quality that Is daily
giving satisfaction to Chicago performing artistes.

$1.25 for all-silk. full-fashioned Opera lengths.
Black only. A closeout. Get your size before it's

one.

£ $3.50 & pair for extra long Chiffon, fresh stock. 3
pair for $10. $3.75 & pair for Service ‘Weight, long
wearing. 3 pair for $10.50. Colors: Flesh, Pink,
French Nude, Light Gunmectal, Black and White.
Other colors dyed te match sample, $1 extra. Spe-
clgl prices on quantity lots, including dveing. Ask
for latest price . ,)

list and cata-
log of Shoes,
pancing Girdles,
Practice Cos-
tumes, Taps,
Jingles, etc.

ADVANCE
Theatrical
SHOE CO.

159 North State Streetl.
6th Floor, Dept. 23.

CHICAGO.
COSTUME

s TA ‘; DRAPERY
FABRICS

SILKS, SATINS, TINSELS, VELVET, BRO-
CRADES, SPANGLES, JEWELS, ORNAMENTS,
SCINTILLATING JEWEL CLOTH.

wittor P aZian’s, inc.

call
5 Addresses Are as Follows:
D%ZIQN'. INC., 142 W, 44th St., New York,

DAZIAN’S, INC.. 201 Fox Bldx., 16th and Mar-

ket Sts.. Philadelphia, Pa,
DAZIAN'S, INC., 1268 Bedford St., Boston, Masa,
DAZIAN'S, INC,, 203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago,

D%Z‘ll&N’S, INC., 728 §. Hill Bt., Los Angeles,
/1L,

J. ). Wyle & Bros., Inc.

PISTRIBUTORS OF

SPARKLETTE

AND CREATOES AND MANUFACTURERS OF
OTHER THEATRICAL FABRICS,
TRIMMINGS. SPANGLES, ETC.

NOW LOCATED AT

1441 BROADWAY

8. W, Cor. 41s¢ and Broadway, 10tb Floor,
NEW YOREK CITY.

Come and vislt us fn our Dew gquarters, or
wrlte for samples.

A/ STRIKING
FABRICS

MAHARAM Fabrics are noted
for their striking beauty and
originality.

MAHARAM Materials are particu-
larly adapted for attractive Stage
Curtains and beautiful Costumes.
Write for samples.

MAHARAM TEXTILE CO., Inc.

NEW YORK, - 107 West 48th Street,
CHICAGO. - - 6 East Lake Street.
LOS ANGELES, 656 Los Angoles Strect.

Billboard

(Costumers

By CHARLES CROUCH
Communications to 1560
Broadway, New York

TWO SETS OF COSTUMES have been
completely worn out in the first act
finale of the Sketch Book according to
the Earl Carroll office, which states that
a third set is now being miade.

BROOKS executed the costumes for
Lew Leslie’'s International Revue.

JOSEPH'S .will furnish gowns to be
worn by Alice Brady and members of
the supporting cast in A. H. Woods’' pro-
duction, Love, Honor end Beiray.

CHARLES CHRISDIE has furnished
costumes for the following productions:
Smilin’ Thru, Guy Beach Stock Com-
pany, La Crosse, Wis.; Liftle Old New
York, Gifford Players, Springfield, Ill.;
Miss Nellie of N’Orleans, ‘Detroit Cilvic
Theater, Detroit, Mich.; Polly of the Cir-
cus, Lyric Theater, Birmingham, Alg,
and Swmilin’ Thru, Somerville Theater,
Somerville, Mass.

MME. BERTHE ls executing costumes
designed by A. Vasllchikov for Mae
Mack, who is to make & tour in vaude-
ville, and for the acts sent out by Stever
& Lovejoy.

DAZIAN is displaying remarkable new
materlals manufectured here and abroad:
Printed duvetyn in ultra-modern de-
sign; Lahn cloth In varlous metal-
Hc colors; jacquard, a striking fabric
suited especlally to draperies, and ombre
sunni-cloth in rainbow hues.

SIMON CALLED PETER, produced at
the Lyric Theater, Allentown. Pa. dls-
plays costumes furnished by Chearles
Chriszdie, as does the Utieca Clvic Theater,
Utica, N. Y. production of Excess Bag-
gage.

EAVES COSTUME COMPANY is fur-
nishing costumes for the Columbia Uni-
versity production of Heigh-ho Pharaokh.

COSTUMES worn by Dave Apollon,
who has returned to vaudeville via
Keith’s, were designed by Vasilchikov
and exécuted by Mme. Berthe.

LEE SIMONSON deslgned costumes
worn in the Theater Guild production of
George Bernard Shaw's The Apple Cart.

PERIOD COSTUMES worn in the Sac-
red Heart Academy production of Litile
Old New York were furnished by Eaves
Costume Company.

BROOKS furnished the costumes for
George Ford’s production, The Curiain
Rises,

JAMES E. STROOCK, the theatrical
costumer, 1s salling Friday with his wife
on the 8. 8. Augustus to buy fabrics,
efiects and novelties for the weekly Pub-
lix stage presentations which tour the
Famous Players-Paramount de luxe the-
aters thruout the country., He is golng
to Parls Berlin and London via Naples,
Rome. Venice and Nice.

Scenic Artists
By CHARLES CROUCH

Communications to 1560
Broadwaey, New York~

CLEON THROCKMORTON is execut=
ing settings designed by Sara Louise de
Rolph for the production of Paul
Green’s Tread the Green Grass, to be
seen on Broadway under the auspices of
the New York Players,

JOHN WENGER, who has returned
from Hollywood, where he designed sets
for Paramount Plctures, has three deco-
rations on view at the Architeetural
League Exhibition in the Fine Arts
Building, New York. Wenger designed
sets last season for Hammerstein's pro-
duction Gcod Boy.

LEE SIMONSON is designing sets for
the forthcoming Theater Guild produc-
tion of Chekov’s 4 Month in the Coun-
try, which will feature Alla Nazimova.

N
YELLENTI STUDIOS have been com-
missjoned by A, H, Woods to design and

execute settings for Love, Honor and Be-
iray. which will star Alice Brady.

HENRY DREYFUS will design sets for
a2 new musical comedy to be produced
by Jones & Green to feature Tom How-
ard.

SETS In Hunter Williams’ production
Gala Night are by Cleon Throckmorton.

A. G. VOLZ, of the United Scenic
Artists’ organization, has returned from
Philadelphia, Pa., where he adjusted va-
rious organization business matters.

NOVEL SETTINGS are sald to be In
evidence in Parls, France, where the
plays of William Shakespeare are enjoy-
ing a vogue. Sets for the Odeon Thea-
ter production of The Tempest were de-
clared ultramodern in design.

SovaT s

ROLLO WAYNE is completing sets for
Iee Shubert's production of Siberia,
which will star Richard Bennett,

CIRKER & ROBINS executed the sets
for George Ford’s production The Cur-
tain Rises.

THE SETTING for Herman Shumlin’s
production The Last Mile was designed
by Henry Dreyfus.

Stage Employees,

and “Projectionists

By CHARLES CROUCH
Communications to 1560
Broadway, New York

WILLIAM P. RAOUL has adjusted the
dispute between Local 616, Meridlan,
Miss.,, and the management of the Pub-
lix-Strand Theater regarding back pay.

JOE CAMPBELL recently installed a
new local consisting of 12 members at
Harlingen, Tex. Representative Camp-
bell is en route to San Antonio to ad-
dust business matters there.

WALTER CROFT has been assigned to
St. Joseph, Mo., to adjust a controversy
between Local 43 and the management
of the Crystal Theater.

LOCAL 380, Oklahoma City, Okla., re-
ports that the dispute with the Para-
mount and Fox Film exchanges has been
adjusted thru the efforts of Joe Camp-
bell.

ROAD CALL; Theater, Gary,
Ind.; City Auditorium, Eau Claire, Wis.;
Michigan and Richards theaters, Fiint,
Mich.

HARRY H. BUSHEY. who has served
18 years as business agent of Local 42,
Omahs, Neb., was re-elected to office re-
cently.

WALTER CROFT has completed nego-
tiations with the Publix management of
the Rialto Theater, Linccln, Neb., where-
hy & maintenance man has been em-
ployed from Local 151,

LOCAL 109, Bridgeport, Conn., recent-
ly held a successful entertainment at
the Lyric Theater to ald & sickness and
death benefit fund,

WILLIAM A. DILLON has placed an
extra man from Local 458 with the man-
agement of the Colonial Theater, Port-
land, Me.

WILLTAM COBERT, vice-president, has
adjusted the controversy between Local
299 and the management of the Uni-
versal Theater, Winm;)eg,\Cam »

LOCAL 650, Westchester County (New
York) Motion Picture Operators, will
celebrate its annual ball March 15.

NEW CONTRACTS have been nego-
tiated by Walter S. Croft between Local
687, Beatrice, Neh., and the Fox Theater.

‘Representative Croft also visited Wichita,

Kan., where he settled a dispute between
Local 414 and the Fox Mldwest Circuit.

RANDOM NOTES—By Wesley Trout

LOCAL NO. 650, Westchester County,
New ¥York, elected James Shaughnessy,
president; I. A. Weiss, first vice-presi-
dent; R. Hayes, second vice-presideut;
Fred Thome, financial secretary; Ira Pye,
recording secretary; Arthur Martens,
business manager.

TALKIE PROJECTIONISTS, Australia,
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Cfcezroelézzee

Darkens and. Beautifies Eye-
lashes and Eyebrows Instantly
Makes them appear naturally dark, long and
luxurious. Adds wonderful charm, beauty
and expression to any face. Perfectly barm-
less. Used by millions of lovely women.
BLACK or BROWN. Obtainable in either
solid cakr form or waterproof liquids

75¢ at all toilet goods counters

MAY ALLINE CO.. CAICAGQ

THEATRICAL ACCESSORIES

Riinestones, Spangles, Make-Up, Etc.
WRITE FOR PRICES and SAMPLES

FRITZ SCHOULTZ & CO.
58 West Lake St., CHICAGO, ILL.

EVA B. LANQUAY

COSTUME & TIGHT CO.,
404 Capltol Building, CHICAGO, ILL,

Everything For
Theatrical Wardrobe

Write for Oatalog.

-Dsy
Money~

9 a0
kalr and Guaran-
uman tee if not
Halr Wigs Wurn.'ertn

Purposes,

OWN A WIG FOR THE PRICE OF A RENTAL.
Ask your dealer for Arranjay's Wigs or Ordey Direct
ROSEN & JACOBY, 32 W, 20 St., N. Y.
Chelsea 8340,  bdAMMS

The Professional
Beauty Touch

Give your complexion the same
seductive attractiveness that many
stars of Stage and Screen enjoy. A
soft, entrancing, pearly beauty that

keeps its &appearance under the
strain of professional work. Astrin-
gent and antiseptic, relieves blem-
ishes, freckles, etc. Made In White,
Flesh, Rachel and Sun-Tan.

GOURAUD'S

ENT
ORReAM &

Send 10c, for Trial Sise 46
Perd, T. Hopkins & Son, New York City

members of the Theatrical Employees*
Assoclation, are asking for an increase
in scale.

WALTER OROFT. business manager o
Local 170, Kansas City, has been ap-
pointed as regular I A. representative
for that territory.
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By COCKAIGNE
Marchants, Haddenham, Thame.

The Billboard on sale at GORRINGES,
17 Green 8t., Leicester Square, and DAW" 5
American News Agents, 4 Leicester St.,
Leicester Square.

Legitimate Stage

LONDON, Feb. ¢.—Important produc-
tions of the last week are The Way to
Paradise, at Daly's; Dandy Dick, at the
Lyric, Hammersmith; On the Quota, at
the Arts Theater Club; Nine Till Siz,
at the Apollo, and Michae! and Mary,
at the St. James.

The outlook for The Way to Paradise,
Campbell Dixon's dramatization of Al
dous Huxley's famous novel, Point Coun-
ter Point, is dubious. The fault of the
play 18 that it consists mainly of a
series of incidents, overcrowded with
talk and people, and lacking coherence

= —conveylng little to theatergoers who
are not familiar with the novel. The
dialog, tho witty, is overclever, and the
characters somewhat uhpleasant, If the
plece holds at all, it will be thru the
brilliant acting of a star cast. The
work of Leon M. Lion is a splendid feat.

The revival of Plnero’s farce, Dandy
Dick, tirst presented in 1887, is one of
Sir Nigel Playfair's , skillful resuscita-
tions. It is being played in the tradi-
tional manner of farce of the old school
and is richly and amusingly acted by
Playfair, Marle Lohr and Alfred Clark.
It promises to prove satisfying fare for
the big following which the typical
Playfair presentations have won for the
Lyric, Hammersmith.

On the Quota, by Halcott Glover, au-
thor of the historical plays. Wat Tyler,
The King's Treasury, etc., is set among
emigrants on board ship en route from
England to Ellis Island., It Is a dreary
enough story, only vitalized by the per-
formances of the clever American lead-
ing lady, Frances Carson, and Michael
Bherbrooke, and has lttle justification
for exploitation in the West Endjfollow-
ing this semi-private offering. |

Arnold Bennett and Edward' Knob-
lock’s Milestones, the revival in which
Clare Famea is making her most tri-
umphant appearance this side, ought to
hold the Criterion for a long time. The
piece seems more or less time-proof in
its appeal, and in spite of the always
rieky supplanting of former favorites by
& younger - generation of players it is
being greeted with marked enthusiasm.

Nine Till Siz, by Aimee and Philip
Btuart, presented by Mrs, Charles B.
Cochran, should also run for some
months. A pleasant and absorbing mod-
ern comédy set in a fashionable dress-
meaking establishment, It has the dis-
tinction of consisting entirely of female
characters, all perfectly impersonated by
a company of 16, headed by Loulse
Hampton, Alison Leggatf, Christine Sil-
ver and Frances Clare.

Of the whole week’s batch A. A.
Milne's comedy, Michael and Mary, new
here, tho already presented your side,
had the most auspicuous opening, get-
ting a great reception from public and
press altke. Edns Best and Herbert Mar-
shall are its excellent costars, supported
by D. A. Clarke-Smith, Frank Lawton,
Reginald Bach and other players of high
reputation.

Garland Anderson, the mnegro author
of Appesrances, who has been staying in
London for some weeks in an effort to
tind backing for this plece, has now suc-
ceeded, and a West End presentation is
likely in the spring.

Alec L. Rea, who as lessee of the S%.
Martin’s and managing director of
Reandco, has done more than any other
manager in the way of production of
first-class dramea in London since the
war, has accepted the New York Theater
Guild’s invitation to act as its London
representative. He was one of the found-
ers of the Liverpool Repertory Theater
and 18 honorary treasurer of the British
Drama League. His wife and codirector
of the Reandco management, to which
she acts as artistic adviser, 1s an Ameri-
can. It was Rea who introduced Basil
Dean to London.

George W. Bishop, editor of The Era,
and critic and dramatic correspondent
of The Observer, has bLeen appointed
London editor of The Theater Guild
Magazine.

Paul Robeson,. who has been busy,

singing in the capitals of Europe, is to
give a concert at the Albert Hall short-
ly. His appearance In Maurice Browne's
production of Othello 18 due in May.
Florence Austral, back from America
last week, appeared Sunday before a

Billboard

crowded audience at the Albert Hall,
where she sang Wagner excerpts, Albert
Coates conducting. She goes to Austra-
la in April and will be back in America
in December.

Edgar Wallace’s new play, originally

intended for Drury Lane at the close.

of the pantomime there, is, Wallace
states, not ready. This explains Sir Al-
fred Butt's intention to put on Rudolph
Friml and W. A. Maguire’s version of
The Three Musketeers in the interim,
to star In which it is likely that Dennis
King will return to England.

Arl and Mrs. Bottle, featuring Robert
Loraine and Irene Vanbrugh, finished
1ts season at the Royalty Saturday.

Vaudeville Field

Ada May, who came over here to play
in the musical comedy, Follow Thru,
at the new Dominion, has now been en-
gaged by Charles B. Cochran for his
new revue, which went into rehearsal
this week. Malisie Gay, a famillar figure
in former Cochran revues, will be lead-
ing comedienne, and Nikitine, of the
Russian Ballet, will be the prima bal-
lerina.

The Victoria Palace, no longer & music
hall, opened last night a new revue, All
Fit, in which Nellle Wallace is chief fun-
maker.

The Rio Revels act which was pre-
sented at the Palladium last week, be-
came a favorite number during the week,
and won popularity in a new quarter
for Mauricio Toubas, leader of the Ar-
gentine Tango Band, and for Debell and
Lee in original dances. Les Hermanos
Williams, another strong turn, fare al-
ready great favorites this side.

This week’s Palladium bill is largely
sprinkled with American turns, includ-
ing Moore and Lewis, Fred Duprez, Wal-
ter Nilsson, Dezso Retter, Terpsichore
and the Gue-Tsang Troupe, the last
named making its debut under these
auspices. Herbert Clifton made his re-
turn to the English- variety stage at
the Palladlum yesterday after many
years your side.

The Anena Famlily are newcomers at
the Coliseum, Christiane and Duroy,
Gladdy Sewell, the Melvilles and Renee
and Godfrey also featuring.

The Holborn Empire program offers
Handers and Millis, Rich Hayes, Three
Happy Boys, Lune. and Shaw, Hicken
and-Rose and Tallulah Bankhead with
Bernard Nedell and Ernest Jay toplining
in The Snob.

Bob Fisher, flnishing at the Palladium
Saturday, left immediately for Belgium,
where he is scheduled at the Embassy
Club, Brussels, this week, with a fort-
night at the Empire, Paris, to ‘follow. -

Dora Maughan and Walter Fehl are
returning to America at the end of this
month. With them goes Murray Leslie,
who will continue to team with Fehl in
their two-handed comedy sketch, The
Thief, which has gone fine here.

Hatch and Carpenter, Jimmy Ferguson
and Jackson and Blake are working the
outlying halls in & new combine called
Spots of Black and White, which opened
to a great hand at Upton Park last week.

Shorty Mounsey, Andy Clark and Fred
Brand are the big pull in Introduce Her,
another touring revue in the London
area which went over well at Waltham-
stow last week.

Will Rogers, who postponed his in-
tended return to America last week, is
arranging to take a theater in London
In the autumn and present himself in
monologs as a one-man show, after the
manner of Ruth Draper’'s appearances.

Fay Ferguson, young American pianist,
made her first European appesrance at
Wigmore Hall Tuesday. She got an ova-
tlon at the end, her emotional and tech-
nical performance captivating a critical
audience.

SAn anticipated reappearance in the
vaudeville field is that of Violet Loraine,
a theatrical idol of the war period, when
she starred in The Bing Boys. She will,
I hear, star in company ‘with & come-
dian famous on both sides of the At-
lantic.

Rich Hayes is doubling variety at the
Holborn with cabaret at the Kit Cat.

The Greenlee and Drayton Quartet is
the Piccadilly Hotel's chief “Playtime’”
draw. 3

Dora Maughan is at the Cafe Anglais.

At Pop's Club, the presiding attrac-
tion is the Red Devils Band.

Hallelujah, American talkie, despite &
rapturous sendoff on its first showing
at the Emplire, was taken off Friday
after only two weeks. This is one of
the shortest runs among big pictures
here and s probably due to the size of
the Empire, where a picture must have
a very wide appeal if it 18 to make good.

By THEODORE WOLFRAM
Hotel Stevens, 6 Rue Alfred-Sievens
The Billboard on sale at BRENTANO'S,
RAND Hi

37 Ave. de I'Opera; G ‘EL, Blvd.
des Capucines, and METRO, Place Pigalle.

PARIS, Feb. 12—Situation quiet in
the theaters and cabarets, but fairly
active In the circuses and music halls,
with American acts headlining at the
Caslno de Paris, Folies Bergere, Empire
and Clrque d'Hiver. American bands
conspicuous by thelr absence, but plenty
of American planists and entertalners in
the cabarets. Paris newspapers an-
hounce decision to sell Luna Park—one
week later than it was noted in The
Billboard.

Herby Wines, former manager of the
American Lunchroom, inaugurated his
New Montmartre night club, the U. S.
Bar and Restaurant, on the Rue Doual,
last Thursday with an all-night party,
which was attended by moSt of the
American artists in Paris, Among those
present were Charles Ahearn, Glenn
Ellyn, Ethel Ellyn, Eddie Msayo, Swan
Ringens, Peggy La Rue, Chickie Grey,
Cliff and Mrs. Thompson, Mary Athos,
Chaney and Fox, Thelma Edwards,
Phyllls Swain, Betty Mansfield, Jack
Van, Peggy Vare, Rex Smith, Joe Parker,
Gus Goetz, Jack Lenigan, Sammy Pierce,
Raymond ¢erey, Willlam ' Pender, Mr.
and Mrs, Abel Green, Ted Wolfram and
several members of the Jackson Girls.

Thru a slight misunderstanding with
the managément of the Empire Bob
Fisher, black-face singer, opened prac-
tically unannounced Friday. Bob put his
numbers over in good shape and Satur-
day he was given special billings and his
name went up in electric lights.

Al Wiser and Norman Ward opened
Monday night at the Cirque .d'Hiver in
their comedy hat-throwing, Indian club-
swinging and dancing number. The
boys were put in to fill the gap left thru
the departure of the Fratellinis and
worked hard to amuse a rather cold
audience on their opening night.

Poodles and George Hanneford, with
their big company, are the headliners at
the Empire Music Hall, Their number
is slightly handicapped by the thinness
of the Empire stage mat, but goes over
big just the same.

Charles Ahearn and his Millionaire
Americans have scored such a hit in the
revue at the Casino de Paris that their
engagement has been extended until
the close of the present revue, which is
slated to run all summer. {

Eugene O'Neill will be in Paris shortly
to assist at the rehearsals of Beyond the
Horizon, which Carol Sax and his Paris-
American Players will present at the
Comedie Caumartin,

Bertram Mills, of London, was in
Paris Monday to see the diving act of
Swan Ringens at the Citque d’Hiver and
arrange for Iits presenfation at the
Olympia Circus in London.

Jackson and his troupe of three girls
are offering an excellent Wild West
number, including riding, roping, whip
snapping and Xknife throwing, at the
Cirque d'Hiver..

Eddie Mayo and his Vagabonds, who
are playing at the Embassy, have been
booked to appear at the Empire Music
Hall shortly.

Glenn Ellyn, American dance star .of
the Folles Bergere revue, will appear
at the Paramount Theater after com-
pleting "her engagement at the Folies
Bergere.

Edward Stirling and his English Play-
ers return to Paris next month and will
open at the Theater Albert Ier in The
First Mrs, Fraser.

Firmin Gemler, celebrated actor and
stage manager, has resigned. as manager
of the Odeon on account of i1l health
and will be succeeded by his assistant,
Paul Abram.

Harry Pllcer and Jane Marnac will
play the leading roles in Bitter Sweet,
which wil] be produced at the Apollo
shortly, *

Chaney and Fox, American dancers,
have .been booked for the Rode Molle,
Oslo, next month.

The Daunton-Shaw Troupe of cyclists,
the Mendez Troupe, the Atlantic Boys
and Paolo, juggler, are at the Cirgue
Medrano.

Carol Sax has secured the American
rights to Jacques Chabannes' Pelerinage
Sentimental (Sentimental Pilgrimage),
whicH he will produce in New York.

Good News, at the Palace, will soon be
succeeded by a revival of The Merry

Widow, with Jane Aubert in the leading
role.

The Fratellinis closed their long run
at the Cirque d’Hiver Sunday and ‘left
to join their own circus at Montauban.

Jack Van has been appointed master
of ceremonies In the cabaret of Harry's
New York Bar. 3

Pola Negri has returned from Berlin
and has taken an apartment for the
winter. 4

Martin Beck and his wife are in Parils
en route for the Riviera.

Short and Long, American dancers,
arrived in Paris Sunday from their
South American tour.

The American dancers, Florenee and
Grip, are doing a number in the French
film production, Chique. .

Laura Germaine, English dancer, and
the Mangen Tllleréttes are the attrac-
tions at the Paramount Theater this
week.

The colored dancers, Corn and Dixle,
are appearing with Don Parker’s Orches-
tra at the Lido.

A pew and attractive Russian night
club, the Esmeralda, opened in Mont-
martre last Friday.

Herbert Brenon, director of RKO pic-
tures, and Raymond Duncan, dancer,
have arrived from -New York.

Frank Cook, circus man, is returning
to New York this week.

Long Tack Sam spent a few days in
Paris en route to the Riviera.

Arthur Seellg, of the Jerry Coughlin
‘offices, is In Paris,

Peejay Ringens has returned from
London.

Gabriel Lordy,
Boulevardia.

Prince Tokio, Japanese acrobat, has
been booked for the Cirque Medrano.

Along the Riviera

Horace Heldt and his Californians are
the feature aftraction at the Cafe de
Paris, Monte Carlo. Carl Hyson and
Peggy Harrls are on the same bill, as is
Noble Sissie and his orchestra.

Ross and Sargent, American enter-
talners, are at the Ambassadeurs, Monte
Carlo. d

Joan Pickering and Russel Kaye are
entertaining at the Ambassadeurs,
Monte Carlo.

The Novelle Brothers are doing their
whistling stunts at Chez Brummel,
Cannes.

Anng Pavlova and her dancers are at
the Casino Municipal, Cannes.

The carnival celebrations open in Nice
next week.

Nic Fusly’s Jazz is at the Hotel Bristol,
Beaulleu.

In the Provinces

Wanda de Muth, in Rose-Marie, was
the attraction at the Casino of Toulon
last week.

The Odeon at Montpeller has been
transformed into a talkie house.

No, No, Nanette, played the Comoedia
at Aix-en-Province last week.

Hit the Deck, at the Varietes Ceasino
in Marseille, closed last week.

Belgium

Lindsay Fabre and his boxing kanga-
roo, Aussie, are heading the bill of the
Palais d’Ete in Brussels.

Layton and Johnstone are giving a
concert at the Palals des Beaux Arts,
Brussels, February 21.

Gaston Palmer, juggler, Is at the
Theater des 10 Heures in Brussels,

George Gordon, American wire walker-
comedian, has completed a two weeks'
engagement with the Cirque Amar in
Tunis (Northern Africa) and opens to-
g:orrow at the Splendid in Alger for 10
ays.

The dancers, Maud Parker and Miss
Gwenntie, are at the Florida, Oran,

Josephine Baker is appearing at the
Metropolitan, Meadrid.

banjoist, is at the
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AUSTRALIA

By MARTIN C. BRENNAN
198 Pitt Street, Sydney

SYDNEY, Jan. 23.-—Prior to sailing for
America last Thursday, E. J. Carroll,
managing director of the Prince Edward
Theater, Sydney, was tendered a lunch-
eon. Those present included Sir Ben-
jamin Fuller, John W. Hicks, Jr.; Stuart
F. Doyle, Dan Carroll, G. R. McDonald,
C. Jakes, Gordon Balcombe and Edwin
Geach.

Walter Richardson, American colored
tenor who was originally brought here
for the Show Boat company, left on his
return last week, .accompanied by Mrs.
Richardson. His engagement for the
company was &I unnecessary one, as it
was subsequently found that a baritone
was needed for the part, which was
played by Australian Colin Crane. Rich-
ardson appeared on the Tivoll Circuit,
and by arrangement also appeared in
conjunction with picture theaters, to a
good share of success, rendering his
songs in characteristic manner.

The Coleman Sisters (Rose and Car-
men) are back in Sydney after several
years abroad. They look particularly
well, but will just have to content them-
selves with a holiday {n this country as
vaudeville bookings aye a minus quan-
tity. Mrs. Coleman accompanieg her
daughters on the present visit.

After seeing the official opening of
the St. James Building, Sydney, Sir Ben-
jamin Fuller left the following day for
New Zealand, where he will be present
at the official opening of the firm'’s new
talkie theater in Christchurch. The
Fullers are now well represented in the
motion . picture field as regards up-to-
date talkie theaters.

Lance Falirfax, who has achieved such
great popularity here for his role of
Red Shadow in The Desert Song, J. C.
willlamson production, was cast for the-
leading - male role in The New Moon,
now playing at Her Majesty's Theater,
Sydney. After the Initial performances,
however, he was forced to retire from
the cast, suffering from a relaxed throat
which necessitates a holiday from the
pusiness. Sydney Burchall, who has
been playing leading roles in the firm’s
musical comedy productions, is filling
the role during Fairfax's abselce.

Nat Phillips and Harry R. Kitching
(husband of Amy Rochelle) have taken
2 lease on the Bridge Theater, Newtown,
where they will revive the Whirligigs
revues with a company headed by “Stif-
fy" (Nat Phillips) and Miss Rochelle,
and also including Daisy Merritt, Val
Mack, Tom Collins, Harry Morris, Valerie
Rougal, Les Warton and Cecil S8cott.
Kitching will manage and also handle
publicity.

Janette Gilmore, now with the Rio
Rita company which stars Gladys Mon-
crieff, gives it as her intention to return
to U. §. A, aftér the conclusion of her
engagement, which, by the way, has
been a particularly lengthy one, Miss
Gilmore proving a wonderful dancer and
comedienne. Talkles will be her ob-
Jective.

Roy Rene (“Mo", of the erstwhile
team of “Stifty and Mo”,) is seriously
ill in hospital in Melbourne. He col-
lapsed at a performance and it is stated
that an abscess is the cause of the
trouble.

Julla Dawn, American organist’of the
Prince Edward Theater, Sydney, hag been
indulging in a little deep sea sport, and
on Sunday last in conjunction with
Charles Messenger, she landed & mon-
ster tiger shark which was subsequently
transferred to the Taronga Park Zoologi-
cal Gardens.

Frank Nell, well-known actor-produc-
er, has been getting quite a deal of pub-
licity in the press-from his statements
strenuously opposing the tax on theatri-
cal enterprises. Nei] stated that it was
his intention to close down his present
show, Clowns in Clover, as taxation was
proving too much of a burden. He also
speaks of taking a small company to
South Africa, where he hopes to make
money'in a country which, so far, is not
prepared “to tax anything and every-
thing it can squeeze a penny from".

Eddit Fitch, recently arrived American
organist, 158 now presiding at the console
of the Regent Theater, Brisbane, in place
of Stanley Wallace, who has been trans-
ferred to Melbourne. Joe Wayne, re-
cently organist of the King’s Cross The-
ater, Sydney, is now at the Wintergar-
den Theater, Brisbane.

Yvonne Banvard is leading lady in ‘he
company now playing a season at the
Theater Royal, Brisbane. presenting

Billboard

wegkly changes of program of drama and
comedy.

Frank O’Brian, English comedian, and
Janice Hart are heading a revue com-
pany at the Empire Theater, Brisbane,
and doing good business. A jazz band,
headed by Tiny Douglas, is a big stage
attraction with this show.

Nellle Bramley is holidaying in Bris-
bane, after her extremely lengthy sea-
son at the Theater Royal, Brisbane. She
will take things easy for about six
months.

R. M. Hatfleld, managing director of
Western Electric, with M. J. Garretty,
the company’s secretary, has left to visit
New Zealand on business in connection
with Western Electric installations.

Messrs. Carter and Hance, Fox Movie-
tone experts, have just completed a
talkie short, which they filmed at the
Regent Theater, Sydney. Rene Esler
soubret, and Basil Dean, author and
composer, were the principals in the
talkie.

Keith Jefferles, assistant general sales
manager for Birch, Carroll & Coyle, of
Queensland (with headquarters in Bris-
bane), is at present on & vacation in
Sydney.

The Theater Royal, Sydney, which has
been screening talkies for the last few
months, has closed its doors, inability
to secure sufficlently strong material to
insure good business being the reason.
Also, from Saturday next, the Lyceum
Theater, long-run picture “house, will
close and probably remain dark until
Easter, during which time it will be
given a renovation. %

J. W. (Jim) Hazlitt, for more than

& bilg hand. This American standard
act is in the first German date and
cgme here from London where it was
featured by Bertram Mills at the Olym-
pla Circus for five weeks.

Another well-known American act at
the Scala currently is Albert Powell,
who {s doing exceptionally well in his
daring evolutions on the trapeze; one
of the outstanding features of the bill.
Powell returns from here to New York
in time for the R.-B. opening.

Circus Sarrasani, which opens in Ber-
lin late this week, is going one better
in advertising by Sarrasani himself ar-
ranging a lecture at the University and
talking to the professors and students
about elephants, lions and other circus
animals. Great publicity stuff for the
dallies.

Charles Ahearn with his Millionaire
Band has his Scala contract postponed
indefinitely on account of sailing for
South America. !

The Three Swifts, American club jug-
glers, are registering big at the Kabaret
der Komiker. In the same bill are the
Stanley Sisters and Al Darmora and
Dunio and Gegna..

Pola Negrl is here, endeavoring to
form a company with German capital
for making her own films. She says she
is thru with Hollywood.

Con Colleano, currently at the Scala,
goes for one week to the Palladium,
London, prior to returning to America
where he will again join the R.-B. Show.

Gabor Steiner, brother of the late
Wintergarten manager, Franz Steiner,
has been accorded & life pension by the
municipality of Vienna. He founded

news for all friends of the drama.
parently are skeptical.

with a grain of salt.

the tale.

lic's state of mind.

utmost support to the theater.
is to survive.

other hinterland community.
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The Stage Needs All Its Friends

. FTER a distressing hiatus, Columbus again is to have ‘“legitimate”
stage productions, with some of the oustanding successes of the
New York theater scheduled for presentation.

expressed that the public is "hungry” for stage shows.
Most of them are so depressed by general con-
ditions in the theater that they are likely to take any optimistic reports
They Eardly can be blamed.

However, there is but one way to discover whether or not there
remains a public for this form of entertainment, and that is to send I
the best available talent into the theaters and let the box office tell
Without doubt, the finunclal reports that drift back to New
York constitute the only reliable gauge the managers have to the pub-

The time is at hand, them, for Jovers of the drama to lend their
This 18 absolutely necessary if the stage
By attending such plays as -come along, the public can
encourage the producers to better efforts, and thereby do its part- to-
ward the restoration of the legitimate theater to its former glory. If
this support is lacking, no one can blame the producers if they go out
of business or confine their activities to the large centers.
eventuality would be a distinchk ioss to the cultural life of this and every
In the last analysis, the life of the stage
is definitely in the hands of the public, and now is the time for the
public to make known its verdict—Columbdus (O.) Journal.

This 1s excellent
On all sides one hears the opinion
Producers ap-

But such an

)

30 years In an executive position with
J. C. Willlamson, Ltd., most of the time
as general manager of Her Majesty's
Theater, Sydney, has retired. His health
has been rather poor of late, and he
will take a well-earned vacation.

Journey’s End and The New Moon
(musical comedy), Willlamson shows
now in their second week of season in
this city, are getting good business, with
the former playlng to capacity every
night.

At the Grand Opera House, Sydney,
Alfred Frith is in the last week of the
show Money From Home. On Saturday
next, his change of program will be
Dow't Lie to Your Wife. During the
matince sessions pantomime is the at-
traction at this house, and doing nicely.

BERLIN

By 0. M, SEIBT
183 Uhland Str., Charlottenburg
The Billboard on sale at the Aldon Hotel

and at Glende’s Newsstand, 151 Friedrich
Str., one block from Wintergarten.

. BERLIN, Feb. 3.—George Black, gen-
eral manager of the General Theaters
Company in London, is in town looking
for acts. Black’s principal house is the
Palladium, where continental attrac-
tions have been given more prominence
recently.

Adele Nelson's Elephants opened
splendidly at the Scala and were given

“Venice in Vienna" years before the war
and was also running Danzer's Orpheum
and Ronacher in Viennsa, high-class
vaudeville houses.

The Nathano Brothers left for Ham-
burg to play the new Ufa Palace. On
the same bill with them age Little Es-
ther, colored dancer and mimic from
the States; Lud Gluskin's Jazz Band and
the 16 Glazeroffs, Russian dancers. The
Three Whirlwinds, American skaters, join
this bill February 7.

De Marlo and Marletta, who are at
the Hansa, Hamburg, for the current
month, have been booked for the Olym-~
pla Circus in Barcelona for March.

Winston's Water Lions and Diving
Nymphs are headlined at the Theater
Variete in Prag and are due to open
March 1 at the Scala.

The Wintergarten has Young China,
8 company of six Chinese performers, in
big type this month.

Dante, American magician, was a tre-
mendous hit. at the Civa in Hamburg
last month and has been re-engaged for
April, quite a record for over here. The
Scala i{s negotiating with Dante for an
early appearance.

Capt. Wall with his crocodiles is at
the Plaza. On the same bill are Willle
Schenck and Company.

Chester Dieck, “Indian Wonder on the
Wheel”, is featured at the Flore, Ham-
burg.

The Rensaissance under Manager Har-
tung is dark, having been in difficul-
tles for months. Offenbach’s Parisian
Life was the last production with a
weekly salary list of £4,000. The house
will probab]z be taken over by the Max
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San Antonio

H. C. Ballance, branch manager of the
Paramount exchange at Atlanta, was on
the local “row” recently, calling on the
same representatives here.

Sunny Side Up was held over, for a
second week’s showing at the Greater
Majestic owing to popular demand of
the public. This is the first picture in
the history of this theater to be re-run.

Another shakeup in Publix managers
has taken place here. Ray B. Allison,
formerly house manager at the Aztec
Theater, has been placed at the Texas
Theater, while Floyd Smith, recently
resident manager of the Melba Theater
in Dallas, is now the new manager at
the Aztec Theater, one of the local Pub-
lix string of houses.

Dan Esser, Hollywood portrait artist
who has been visiting in the Alamo city
for two months, has left for California
to resume his dutles with the canvas,
paint and brush.

The Majestic Theater, Fox-Interstate
RKO vaudefilm house, has made a suc-
cessful tleup with The San Antonio
Light, an evening Hearst sheet, Radlo
Station KTSA and the local Victor Radio
dealers and distributors, which Manager
Raymond Willle put over in a big way
and advertised it as “Majestic Radio
Week”, which boosted business almost
100 per cent.

Sam ¥Ezell, a former theater orchestra
director, s now warrant officer and
leader of the 141st Infantry Band of the
Texas Natlonal Guard.

The Palace Theater is again dark. A
road-show picture outfit leased it for &
short period and then closed.

At a recent meeting held here to de~
cide on a name for the new Little The-
ater Playhouse in S8an Pedro Park, it
was declded that it shall be known in
the future as San Pedro Playhouse.

Toledo

Toledo Paramount house went dark
last week for 35 minutes when two main
lines into the theater blew, due to trou-
ble in the Toledo Edison company piant.
Paul Spor, m. ¢, and Fred Waring's
Pennsylvanians put on a show in the
dark until service was resumed. The
“dark™ show was so good that no patron
asked for & refund when the house an-
nounced that it could be done. Ushers
stood both at the head and foot of the
alsles and gave services with a flashlight,
while Waring’s planists played Deep
Night. The Princess, another Publix
house, had the same experlence, and a
portable victrola was brought into use.

Toledo Paramount officials clocked at~
tendance on the first two days of Streets
of Chance and found 75 per cent of the
attendance was men. They ran an ad
on the women’s pages of the Toledo
newspapers, and by Monday the situa-
tion had become 50-50, and business was
much over normal size. Mrs. Robert
‘Wichener, prominent Toledo clubwoman,
viewed the plcture with a group of
women and then exploited it at clubs
where she spoke.

A Toledo Motion Picture Council has
been organized. and the Toledo Federa-
tion of Women’'s Clubs s at the head.
Things loock bad for pictures coming to
Toledo. W. C. T. U. is at the back of
the thing.

Harry L. Royston, district publicity di-
retor for Publix, was In Toledo recently.

Zez Confrey and his orchestra have
been booked for the DeMolay Garden of
Roses Dance March 7.

Toronto

James Rennie, Toronto boy, star in
Guala Night, which is heading for Broad-
way, was entertained dally during his
stay here. The outstanding functions
were the Rotary and Kiwanis luncheons.

Beverly Bayne, who played at the
Princess Theater, spoke before the
American Women'’s Club during her
engagement here.

Margaret Bannerman, Canadian ac-
tress, now starring in London, Eng., has
been selected as the prettiest woman on
the British stage, according to a cable
received here.

G. P. Huntley, Jr., known as Bruce
Huntley when he played herc in stock,
was the subject of much space in the
local newspapers during the engagement
here of Journey’s End at the Royal
Alexandra. Theater.

Reinhardt concern “Reibaro”, control-
ling a large number of Berlin theaters.

Eddie Mayo and his Harmonica Ras-
cals have been booked for the Winter-
garten.
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Around the Loop

CHICAGO, Feb. 22.-Television ap-
paratus has been brought to the point
where it could be successfully placed
upon the market for general use right
now, an officlal of one of the larger
sound sgparatus manufacturers told The
Billboard recently. "The only reason
they’re holding off,” he declared, “is be-
cause bringing television into general use
now would necessitate the scrapping of
millions of dollars worth of equipment, or
?b best disposing of it at a tremendous
088."

Sam J. Levy, back from the Mississippi
Valley Showmen’s Club ball in St. Louls,
accomplished a feat there that other
masters of ceremony would do well to
emulate. Thru the use of a little
diplomacy he established a new "low”
time for n speaking program--11 speak-
ers occupying just 31 minutes, which also
Included the time it required Sam to
introduce each speaker.

And speaking of "lows”, one booking
agent here is paying single acts 2. But
maybe he's paying thelr cab fare.

John Balaban, of Balaban & Katz, is
back from Florida with a spiffy coat of
tan.

A colncidence {n connection with the
recent death of Bob Jones, stage man-
ager at the Kedzle, was the fact that
Frank Gazzolo, owner of the Kedzle stock
company, and John Benero, his son-in-
law, on the night of Jones’ death were
attending a play in New York entitled
Death Takes a Holiday,

The local film board hasn't much to do
since arbitration has been ruled out.

Radio Pictures’ The Case of Sergeant
Grischa, with Betty Oompson and Ches-
ter Morris, will have its world premiere
today at the Woods.

Considerable of the $30,000 prize
money being handed out by Publix in
prizes to district managers and others is
finding 1its way into this territory.
Madaline Woods, publicity chief of the
Great States Publix division, is displaying
8 nifty desk set she won recently.

Up and down the rialto: Helen Stani-
land, handling special publicity for the
Shuberts, back from Madison, Wis. A

. New amusement arcade opened on Ran-~
dolph near Dearborn. Show Boat
did a flop at the Roosevelt. Four
balls in a bunch—8tagehands, Showmen’s
League, Actors’ Union and Circus Fans—
has us thoroly “balled out”. . . .
Complaints by acts registering with one
agent that they are being charged a
fegistration fee, agent claiming In turn
that it’s legit., the fee being for various
Inclidentals. ¢ And still another
agent peeved because he was refused ad-
mission to a new assoclation aiming
to rid the business of unethical practices.
. .+ . Chas. N. Lum, manager of Passion
Play, in Engligh, in town from road tour.

. + . Eddie Cantor 1leaving for the

West Coast to make a talkie of Whoapee.

. . W. B. Naylor, Pond Bureau rep.,

accused of carrying a rabbit foot, four-

Jeaf clover and horseshoe in his pocket

since his Iuck the other day. . . .

Clayton Hamilton advancing Sherlock

Holmes, in which Wm. Gillette is mak-

ing his farewell tour. . . . Balaban &

Katz now using about 15 lobby acts and

increasing them every week. . . . All
of the hostesses from a cafe Where & little
unpleasantness recently had its incep-
tion have been moved to & hewly opened
resort on the near North Side. g

Clevelanci~

Betty Bushey and May Avon, former
dancer, are now putting on wrestling
exhibitions around this vicinity.

Evelyn Dahray has arrived from Phila-
delphia to work club dates here.

James Raymond Rowe, well-known
circus man, has gone to Milwaukee for
the winter.

Perry Caswell, stagehand from the
Palace, has gone to New York for a brief
visit.

Stanley Wolfe Is & new additich to
the Rockwood Entertainers, acting as
m. c. Marle Shaker is the new blues
singer. Violet Smelley, Julee Juleska
and Tlozarl and others put on a show
for the Fred Davis agency of Youngs-
town, O., February 15 at New Castle, Pa,
Thelr second appearance there for the
1. O. O. Moose Lodge. These, augmented
by Msaureen and Dolly, sister act, jour-
neyed to Grand Rapids, Mich., for their
third appearance for Dan Boone there,

Russ Lyon, formerly connected - with
Phil Spitalny’s Orchestra at Hotel Penn-
sylvania, New York, as singer saxophon-
ist and assistant manager, now has his
own band here at the Cafe Monsaco,

Kenny Watson, singer and trumpeter,

Billboard

Is 2 new addition to Jack Horwlitz's
Band.

Gene and Glenn, popular artists over
WTAM, made thelr first stage appear-,
ance in this territory at the Will-O-Bee
Theater in Willoughby, O., last week.
Smiling E@ McConnell was recently fea-
tured there.

Martha Klein is the new cashier at
the Cameo. Adelaide Bergen has been
acting as assistant to Manager John
Baker for the last three weeks.

Edward Warfel, Helghts Theater or-
ganist, slipped on the lcy walks and
injured both his wrists, necessitating a
layoff for a while, also from his WHEK
broadcasts.

Wesley Eddy is the ngw m. c. at the
State Theater.

Teresa Mitchell, formerly of the Afri-
cena Company, is the featured soloist at
the Winton Hotel Rainbow Room. Earl
Dancer's Revue is held over for a second
week. Walker and Thompson, formerly
with Blackbirds, are also on the biil
George Willlam’s Band continues.

Beasley Smith and his band are play-
ing at Danceland. He is the pianist;
Percy Carson, banjo; Ott Voita, Bob
Steers and Bill Plerce, saxes; Chet Wal-
ker, trombone; Carl Agee, sweet, Ken-
neth Glenn Willlams, songster; Ray
Whitehead, drummer, and Tip Tipton,
bass player.

Houston

The Majestic Theater in Houston en-
tertained the officers and men of the
U. 8. 8. Cincinnati February 23 with a
special preview of Men Without Women,
the Fox Movietone submarine thriller.

Manager Eddie Bremer, of the Majes-
tic, radiced the Cincinnat! while it was
still in the Gulf of Mexico and it
sent back an acceptance. There were
over 600 sailors in to see this special
preview.

The Metropolitan Theater, after six
weeks without stage shows, opened with
The Vagabond King, Paramount picture,
with Dennis King.

Devil May Care broke records at the
Loew State Theater last week. Ramon
Novarro, who has always been a favorite
here, brings a new and larger list of
admirers to his already long list.
Hughie Clarke and his stage band head-
line the vaudeville that played the Loew
with Devil May Care.

Joseph Regan, the Irish:American
tenor, who appeared at the Majestic
Theater last week, was well recelved by
the K. of C. Special cards telllng the
members of that organization of his
appearance the week before getting into
Houston prepared them for his visit.

Richard Arlen and Mary Brian are to
be seen and heard at the Kirby Theater,

the second-class Publix theater in
Houston, in the Paramount picture
Burning Up.

The Metropolitan Theater stage band,
which made such a big hit while it
played that theater, Is now the staff
orchestra of The Post-Dispatch radio
stations KPRC and KTLC. This band,
composed of 14 young men, is under
the leadership of George Parrish, the
plano player. It fs billed on the radio
as the Parrish-Stevens Orchestra. Ralph
Stevens is the manager of the band.

Boston

Edwin Franko Goldman will come to
Boston to direct some 400 musiclans at
the annual concert of the Musiclans’
Mutual Relief Society at Mechanics Hall
Mearch 2. Walter M. Smith will be the
trumpet soloist.

Mrs. Margaret J. Butler, sponsor of the
annual May Festlval since 1888, has beepn
forced after 38 years to vacate her down-
town apartment overlooking Boston
Common. Mrs. Butler is noly 81 years
old. Her annual May Festlval is active-
ly directed by Mrs. Lilla Viles Wyman.
Many a stage star has been Mrs. Butler’s
protege. \

It is expected that more than 10.000
youthful musicians will take part in the
New England School Music Festival,
which will culminate in a concert at
Symphony Hall by an orchestra of 230
players from nearly 100 towns.

Bill Saxe is doing special exploitation
for Tiffany-Stahl at the Modern, Beacon
and Egyptian theaters of the Netoco
chain.

James O'Rurke, Scollay Sq. Olympia
Theater; Joe Hogan, Plymouth Theater,
and Walter Nason, Wilbur Theater,
headed the committee actively in charge
of the annual benefit performance of
the Theatrical Mutual Assoclation, held
Friday eafternoon, February 21, at the
Cnlonial Theater,

Hartford

The theatrical event of the season was
the farewell engagement of Willlam Gil-
lette in Sheriock Holmes, at Parsons'
Theater, playing to capacity each per-
formance. More than 300 attended the
testimonial dinner given to Mr. Gillette
by home-town friends.

Manager Welnstock of the Grand, the
Mutual burlesque house, staged a mid-
night show on the eve of Washington's
Birthday. It was the first one in town.

A mernry talkle war is belng staged
with the Fox-Polf Capitol and Palace,
the Publix-Allyn, and Warner Bros.’
Strand, State, Regal and Princess the-
aters.

Colin Driggs has been appointed or-
ganist at the Allyn Publix Theater.
When Publix took over the Allyn, the
orchestra and organist were let out.
Driggs is featuring audience “sings”.

Dallas ~

The Majestic theater, the week of
March 7, 1s to stage a beauty contest to
select & girl to represent Texas at the
Miaml National Bathing Beauty Pageant.

The Queen Theater, oldest theater in
Dallas, has opened with sound. Western
Electric system has been installed.

Forty Publix Theater officials of the
Southwest met in Dallas for & confer-
ence and to view a special showing of
The Vagabond King, which is to have its
Southwestern premiere on March 6,
showing at $2 top.

L. E. Schneider, division director for
Publix, and Harry Sachs, district Publix
booker, have left for New York. . Sachs
1s to accept a similar post in New York
and will be succeeded in this district by
P. K. Johnston.

T. R. Jackson, president of the Btate
Falr, has returned from New York, where
he scouted for a probable attraction for
the Auditorium during the 1830 falr.

H. C. Krumm, formerly a Metro sales-

‘man, has joined the ranks of Pathe.

Ed Whaley, & Van Bueren Corporation
representative from New York, visited
the Pathe Film Exchange last week.

Albany

George E. Wallen, assoclated with the
late Frederick F. Proctor as general man-
agér of the Proctor Theatrical Enter-
prises and the only living charter mem-
ber of the Albany Lodge of Elks, will be
the guest of honor at Past Exalted
Rulers’ Night February 26. Mr. Wallen
was the first secretary of the Albany
Lodge.

Tly S. Hill, who has been actively en-
gaged In the theatrical business for 40
years, has retired and has embarked into
the real estate business in Albany. Until
recently Mr. Hill was general, managsr of
the Albany and Troy Warner Brothers’
theaters.

A man patron' of one of the leading
theaters In' Schenectady was fined $100
for creating a disturbance. He assaulted
an usher whe remonstrated with him
for forcing his way into an aisle when
the ropes were up. The judge who im-
posed the fine sald: “From now on I
will not be so lenient with persons guilty
of disorderly conduct in theaters. These
offenders are a declded menace and such
rowdies will not. be tolerated.” The
judge also added that any man convicted
of annoying women In theaters wiil re-
celve ‘“drastic sentences”.

George Marcox has succeeded R. Rosen-
thal as manager of the Madison Theater,
one of the Warner Brothers’ houses. Mr.
Rosenthal being transferred to assume
the management of the Strand Theater.

Byron Farley Is the new manager of
the Mark Ritz Theater.

Omaha

Irving Waterstreet, formerly director

of advertising and publicity for the.

Paramount theaters in Omaha, has re-
signed to assume a similar position with
the Schine Theater Enterprises,
headcquarters in Lima, O.

The Chicago Clvic Opera is scheduled
to gppear In Omaha In the very near
future. Omer J. Kenyon, now with the
Brandeis Theaters, will joln them here
in the capacity of general representative.

George Johnston, formerly solo organ-
ist at the Riviera Theater here, is an
Omaha visitor. He is vacationing here
while waiting for an assignment.

The Western Union Telegraph Com-
pany has installed one of their Simplex
Printer machines in the foyer of the
Paramount Theater and sends and re-
celves actual wires for patrons. Also in

with .

the lobby ‘s soflg shop, seling Para.
mount picture theme songs, with g
young girl planist playing them, is in-
stalled.

Jack Oakle’s Hit the Deck comes to
the Orpheum, RKO theater. Critics gave
it a pgood writeup and fine Publicity
sendoff at a midnight premiere.

Boyd Senter, first master of cere-
monies at the Riviera Theater, has sighed
the longest straight single RKO contract
éver given anyone. It calls for 72 cone
secutlve weeks.

Lionel Wasson, formerly manager of
the World Publix Theater, has been
selected as assistant to Charles Pincus,
Publix city manager for Omaha and
Council Bluffs. Irving Friedman, now
assistant manager of the Paramount
Theater here, will leave to assume duties
at the New York Managers’ School ag
soon as a Successor can be chosen. A
publicity man from Iincoln is engaged
for the time being to replace Mr. Water-
street, who left to work for the Schine
interests a week ago.

Anita, Stewart, movie star, and her
millionaire husband, George Converse,
were Omaha guests last Thursday morn-
ing. They were entertalned while here
by George Petros.

Budd Oleson, pianist with Billy Meyers’
Paramount stage band, has been selected
to accompany the local Kiwanis quartet
at their convention in Atlantic City, N.
Y., this summer. He is the son of
Rangval Oleson, president of the Omaha
Musiclans’ 9ssoclatlon.

Louisville

The last of Loulsville’s legitimate
theaters went over to talking pictures
February 22 when the Brown Theater
succumbed to the general run of bad
business for stage attractions and
opened a picture policy with Street Girl,
ennouncing that Radlo and Pathe had
contracted to supply the house. This
follows the closing of Louisville's Gayety
burlesque house, the discontinuation of
both vaudeville and pictures at the Na-
tional, the discontinuation of stock at
the Strand severa] years ago and at the
Mary Anderson, both of which are now
showing pictures, and of vaudeville at
the Rialto, the last stand of the variety
type of entertainment.

Harry J. Martin, manager of the
Brown, says the franchise on road shows
has been retained and that stock for 10
weeks may be Installed after Easter.

Louisville will have its first real sea-
son of grand opera in 25 years when
the Chicago Civic Opera Company, un-
derwritten by 60 citizens who guaran-
teed $60,000, will present Lucia Di
Lammermoor, Tannhauser, Thais and
Carmen at the Memorial Auditorium
February 27 to March 1.

John @G. Robinson, famous showman,
is arranging the details of the Shrine
Circus, which will be presented at the
National Theater for one week, begin-
ning March 8. Dozens of feature acts,
drawn from circuses over the country,
how In winter quarters, are expected to
take part in the show.

M inneapolis-S-; Paul

With the sudden rise of the ther-
mometer here from zero weather to 50
above, looal theaters are experiencing .a
boost in business.

The State Theater ts celebrating its
30th anniversary. It is a Publix house.
one of the eight owned or controlled in
the down-town section in Minneapolis.

The Palace Theater has closed for a
change of policy. Just what the change
is Manager Harry Moeller has not re-
leased for publication. It has beén
showing stock burlesque since closing
the Mutual contract some months ago:
The house will remain dark for at least
10 days.

Pantages has two houses here, one in
Minneapolis and one in St. Paul. Good
talkles are the rule. Vaudeville is the
usual Pantages type.

8t. Paul houses have been getting good
plays with the weather above zero. RKO
houses change their vaudeville complete
between the two citles every Friday
night.

The Seventh Street (RKO) in Minne-
apolis opened affer a two weeks’ layoff.
Vaudeville was moved from this house
»to the RKO Orplhieum, three blocks away.
The Seventh Street Is straight pictures.

"My Home Town Expositlon” is the
title of & food show to be given at the
city auditorilum here March 4 to 8, in-
clusive, The affair is being held under
the auspices of the Minneapolis Real
Estate Board.
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Post Bill Passes Assembly

The amendment to the Wales Act
which would relleve actors and actresses
of being subject to summary arrest for
police disapproval of plays in which they
may be appearing, sponsored by Assem-
blyman Langdon W. Post, of Manhsattan,
has passed its second hurdle on the
course to becoming a law.

Its first was the favorable report of
the Assembly Codes Committee upon
the arguments presented by the Equity
delegation, which appeared ap Albany
February 4.

Now we learn that on February 12,
Lincoln's Birthday, the Assembly passed
the bill without a dissenting vote. It
now gQes to the State Senate with every
hope for speedy and favorable action
there.

Bridge Party for Fund

The Aotors’ Fund Matinee Olub, in an
effortt to help meet the deflcit with
which the Actors’ Fund of America finds
itself faced each year despite all “its
endeavors, will hold a bridge party in
the ballroom of the new Delmonico
Hotel, 502 Park avenue, New York City,
Friday, February 28, at 2 o’clock in the
afternoon.

A committee of well-known leading
women headed by Margalo Gillmore, of
which Edith Barrett is treasurer, and
Leslie Bingham, Patricla Collinge, Jean
Dixon, Helen Ford, Ruth Hammond,
Madge Kennedy, Mildred McCoy, Dorothy
Sands, Effie Shannon, Anne Sutherland,
Genevieve Tobln, Vivian Tobin, June
Walker and Linda Watkins are members,
has the affalr in hand.

Individual tickets may be obtained
from the committes, which has offices
in the Central Hanover Bank Bulilding,
226 West 47th street, by application to
Miss Barrett, The cost of each ticket is
$2.50, with reservations for tables of four
possible at $10 a table.

Those attending will find that there
are indlvidual prizes for each table, with,
in addition, six handsome door prizes
which have been donated for the occa-
sion.

In all consclence Equity can recom-
mend this effort, or any effort which is
designed to assist the Actors’ Fund or
to lighten the load which its president,
Daniel Frohman, carries,

And in all the 40-odd years of its
existence, the Fund reports, it has never
known a season where the calls were so
numerous or so varied.

Spurred by the enthusiasm of the
committee, Katharine Cornell has per-
suaded all the members of her company
to donate toward the bridge party, and
Miss Gillmore is hopeful that other lead-
ing people will be moved to do the same.

The whole of this quite delightful

committee has promised to be in attend-
ance to recelve the guests who attend
the bridge party. And, as a parting ad-
monition, make your checks payable to
Miss Barrett as treasurer of the com-
mittee.

Odd Managerial Assumptions

It 18 a feeling which many of the
newer members of the association hold:
that in the legitimate theater Equity
has done all that ‘it set out to do and
that there would be no more managerial
abuses, even if the power of Equity were
to be removed, completely aand forever,
And yet here are g couple of instances
in which & new producing firm figured
out prerogatives for itself which would
have worked hardship on Equity mem-
bers and which, 1f they had not been
nipped in the bud, would certainly have
spread to other managers as earlier
“Customs of the Theater” did in pre-
Equity days.

In this cempany one member reported
that altho another member of the com-
pany had been put on in her part, she
was still being required to report to the
theater for each performance, to make
up and sit in her dressing room until
the final curtaln. The management was
informed that this actress, who was
working under g two weeks' notice, must
either be played or paid off at once and
dismissed.

Angd in the same company a notlce
posted on the bulletin board instructed
the members of the cast that any who
reported to the theater after half hour
had been called would be fined $1 for
each minute of tardiness.

Now Equity has definitely set its face
against the system of fines which used
to be so prevalent in the theater. It
insists that its members obey any rea-
sonable rules and regulations which
may be required by the management,
and if the management complains that
any actor or actress is falling in that
obedience, Equity will discipline the of-
fender. But no more fines. That sys-
tem 1s out.

Well, the point of all this ig simply
that without the presence of Equity and
its ability to enforce its regulations, this
management and others could require
that actress to sit, made up, but deniled
the right to play, in her dressing room
for the remainder of the period of her
notice. And possessing that power It
might have required her to wait even
longer for her money. Certainly it could
impose any fines it chose, and the actors
would have little to say about it.

No, Equity's work is not done yet,
even in the legitimate theater.

Suspension for Jumping
At its regular sesslon January 28 the
Equity Council suspended Dorothy Mc-

Nulty for having broken her contract
with Ruth Selwyn's 9:15 Revue. When
she has met the two weeks' salary fine,
which is customary for contract jump-
ers, Miss McNulty will be eligible for re-
instatement.

Guilty .of Norfelk Charges

The Council also, at the same meeting,
found Don Austin, Harry Brandeis and
Edwin Evans gullty of the charges pre-
ferred against them by the Equity dep-
uty and other members of the Colonial
Players of Norfolk, Va. They were sus-
pended for cause,

No member of the Equity or of the
Chorus Equity may play or rehearse in
any company of which any of these
players is a member until the suspension
is lifted by the Council and he is re-
stored to good standing.

Here Is WCFL Again

WCFL, the radio broadcasting station
malintained by the Chicago Federation of
Labor, is fighting to gain more time on
the air. In an attempt to discover
whether this further time wiil interfere
with the broadcasting of other statlons,
the station asks all radio fans between
Chicago and Denver and points north
and south to listen in between 7:30 and
9:30 at night from now uyntil March 13,
and to report whether those broadcasts
interfere with others from Station EKJR,
of Seattle. Wash.

Here is an assignment for our touring
members or the tent shows.

ACTORS’' EQUITY ASSOCIATION.

Chorus Equity Assn.

DOROTHY BRYANT. Executive Secretary

Carol Renwick and Mickey McKillop
are principals with-4A Roman Gentleman.

Thity-three new members joined the
Chorus Equity last week.

We are holding checks in settlement
of claims for Ivan Alexis, Billle Fanning,
Elizabeth Huyler, Eva Lewis, Peggy Mec-
Gowan, Sol Perla, Hazel St, Amant, Ellen
Speeler, Florence Sterling and Alye
Thompson.

Members who have claims against
managements ghould place such clalms
immediately they arise. Thig is especially
true in the case of companies that close
without paying salaries.

Before we can make a-claim for un-
pald salaries, we must have all claims of
members involved. - Generally the ma-
jority of the chorus in such cases place
thelir claims immediately. At the same
time they are anxious to: know the
earllest date on which they can expect
payment, Always there are three or four
who walt several days before calling at

the office to make their claims, with the
result that settlement for the entire
company is delayed.

It is unfair to your fellow members
who may be in need of their money to
allow your own personal affairs to delay
a settlement,

Members who accept understudies
while working in the chorus should make
arrangement with their management as
to the additional compensation they ars
to recelve.

There is no set salary for understudies.
if 'you aceept an understudy without mak-
ing an arrangement for salary over and
above that received for your chorus work
you cannot later refuse to do the under-
study work without giving two weeks'
notice that that is your intention.

Additional salary pald for understudy
work should be included in your con-
tract, and should not be a verbal under-
standing.

On March 3 all mail that has beed held
in this office prior to July 1, 1930, will
be returned to the post office. If you
have passed your initlal before you see
this report, write to the office and ask to
have any malil that may be here for you
forwarded.

We are holding mail for Dorothy Ver-
laine, Catherine Vaughn, Angele Vaughan,
Alexis Vassilleff, Viola Roache (Virgie
Vane), C, Ventuerella, Mrs. W. Vau Cise,
Armin Von Muller, Daisy Dean Wheeler,
Patsy Watkins, Paul Wilcox, Maurice
Warner, Zara Whitman, Gladys H.
Webb, Doyd R. Woods, Elsie Wil-
son, Lols Winters, Wilma Winters,
Jack Willard, F. J. Wade, Marguerite
Wells, Harry Witelaw, Harry Wright,
Hatty White, Billle Weston, Billy Wolf-
son, Willlam Wolfe, George Wharton,
Billie Williams, Esther Wright, Nina
Wolfe, John Willard, Ruth Weeker, M.
Wallace, Alvin Ware, Peggy Walden,
Helen Wotasek, Eleanore Wesner, Edwin
Young. Jean Yoder, Isobel Zahner and
Juanita Zerbe.

We are Holding packages for Betty
Davis (Nanette Dewstrop), Sylvia Ulrich
and A. Thompson.

Be sure that your correct address ia
on flle at the Chorus Equity office. Many
times members lose engagements because
they have neglected to inform us of
their correct addresees.

Members who are leaving the profes-
sion should apply for honorable with-
drawal cards. Frequently our members
have told- us that they neglected to do
this because they did not intend to re-
turn to the profession. Since it costs
you nothing to get a withdrawal card if
you are In good standing, it is a wise
precaution to get the card. Those who
have once been In the profession are apt
to return to it,

DOROTHY BRYANT, Executive Secy.

LITTLE THEATERS
{Continued from page 36)
Jeston Dickey, Mrs. Fred Adams, Eliza-
beth Bennett, Mrs, C. L. Davenport, J.
H. Tuttle, Mary Alice Nichols, Mary Ethel
Vaughan, Miidred Kaymore,  Arthelia
Cook, Mrs, Mae Merck, Patsy Ruth
Sproul. Virginia Berry, Edith Wilkins

and Raymond Piggot,

Tenn. Little Theater

Gives Repeat Performance

Acceding to popular demand the Lit-
tle Theater Guild of Johnson City,
Tenn, presented a special repeat per-
formance of The Two Virtues. When this
play <was recently presented by this
group ® was an outstanding  success.
Many of those who attended classed it
as by far the finest offering the little
theater had made and