





















































HOME RECORDING—(Continued)

Or why not buy a tuner unit which you can leave perman-
ently hooked up to the recorder? Then you can use the tape
machine’s amplifier and loudspeaker for radio listening; and when
a programme comes along that you want to record, everything
is already connected. A very wide range of tuners exist, from
simple crystal or transistor radio jacks costing a pound or two
to high fidelity units at up to £30. Only you can decide which of
these is for you, but do ask for a demonstration before buying
—through your own recorder if possible.

The sound circuits in a television set, at least from the volume
control through to the loudspeaker, are just the same as the
equivalent stages in a radio. But be warned that making external
connections of any kind to a television receiver can be very
dangerous. In the first place, the metal chassis may be live as
in an AC/DC radio, and in addition the loudspeaker tags them-
selves may carry a very high voltage. If you want to record
from TV, then, give the job to a qualified dealer who can instal
a safe recording outlet.

The Recording Drill

Once you have rigged up the proper connecting lead for radio
or television recording, you ought to practice a bit until you
are sufficiently drilled to produce technically perfect recordings
at a moment’s notice. The programme you specially want to
record has a habit of suddenly being announced when you are
up to the elbows in the washing up. Knowing the right things
to push or pull to start the tape running isn’t enough. You want
the item to begin smoothly, either at full volume or with a
gentle fade in; you want to know the right volume setting with-
out having to feel for it; and you don't want to wipe off a
valuable recording—or part of one—through not setting up the
tape properly beforehand.

Assuming that a programme you want to record is fairly
imminent, you should attend to the following:

(a) switch mains on to the radio and recorder at least 5

minutes before zero hour. You don’t want the receiver drifting
off tune during the recording, and this may happen if you allow
insufficient time for warming up.
(b) check that the connecting lead is properly inserted, and
tune accurately to the required station. A number of cases
have been reported of tape enthusiasts recording “ The Archers
on a Monday evening in mistake for “ Sound ”, the programme
devoted to tape topics broadcast on Network Three at round
about the same time.

(c) lace up a fresh tape, or wind {0 a clear space of sufficient
length on an existing tape.

(d) if you have allowed enough time before the programme is
due, carry out a pre-reccrding test. Some machines permit you
to switch to “Record ”, check the level indicator readings and
monitor the input signal without running the tape. Failing this,
it may be worth recording a few seconds of a previous pro-
gramme, winding back and checking its quality. Then you can
be sure everything is in good working order.

Recording Level

At zero hour all you have to do is start recording. This is
always supposing you know the correct volume setting. Using
the ‘ diode’ connection, this is always independent of the loud-
speaker volume, as we have said, and should always be about
the same. Recording from the speaker, too, should give you a
predictable level if you listen at a fairly consistent volume.
Luckily, a professional studio engineer is regulating the pro-
gramme level at source, so you have no adjusting of levels
to bother with once you begin. All the same, the beginnings and
ends need watching. For example, some recorders put a distinct
‘plop’ on the tape when you stop and start, and you may find
that you can avoid this by operating the stop/start only when
the volume is faded right down. Alternatively, if your machine
has a ‘“Pause” ‘button, smoother operation may result from
using it. This control is obviously helpful if you are cutting
out announcements in a music programme or recording short
items.
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Recording from Gramophone Records

Connecting up to a radiogram allows you to record from

radio or gramophone discs without further effort. However, with
a record player unit you will have to adopt the same procedure
as for radio connection. Taking a lead from the loudspeaker is
identical to the procedure already described, and so is the need
to isolate an AC/DC unit from the mains supply to which your
recorder is linked.
Corresponding to the “diode™ connection in a radio, it is
possible to bypass all or part of the electronics in a record
player too. To do this you wire up to the volume control exactly
as in a radio. And if no volume control is fitted, as happens
in the case of record-playing desks which are intended for re-
production through the “Gram” sockets on a radio receiver,
it is the output lead itself which you must connect to the
recorder “ Radio:” socket. The pickup in such a player unit is
invariably a high output crystal type and will operate direct
into the radio/pickup input of your tape recorder. The lead
should be screened, the sort normally supplied, and should be
as short as possible.

Telephone Adaptors

Yet another source of useful iecordings is the telephone. Of
course what we want to record is not simply the local end of
the conversation—this we could do quite easily through our
microphone—but both voices equally balanced. The way to
do this is to place a pickup coil of wire close to the base of
the telephone so that the magnetic field set up by the incoming
and outgoing speech currents links with the coil. This will
induce a tiny current in the coil which can be amplified and
recorded through the microphone input on your recorder.

You can make your own telephone recording coil—a reader’s
design was published in The Tape Recorder May, 1959—but a
number of commercial adaptors exist costing about 2Ss. The
early types consisted of a flat disc which you placed under
the telephone. Current adaptors usually have a rubber suction
cap whereby you actually attach the unit to the instrument.
Pickup is stronger from some parts of the telephone base than
others, so experiment a bit to find the best position.

Recording from the telephone can be useful in a business
sense, to store messages or dictation; and it helps with family
long distance calls which can be played over or even sent
through the post to absent friends. At the same time, just as
you can listen to radio programmes without actually recording,
it is often handy to connect up the adaptor and ‘broadcast’
telephone conversations to other people in the room.

Keeping Within the Law

You must be aware that copyright restrictions apply to the
tape recording of broadcasts and gramophone records. The
subject has received a great deal of publicity and a notice which
you should learn by heart is printed in the Radio Times from
time to time headed * Copyright and Performers’ Rights”. It
is necessary for you to respect the rights of (a) the B.B.C. and
other broadcasting concemns, (b) the gramophone companies, (c)
actors, speakers and musical performers, (d) the owners of copy-
right in musical and literary material.

These rights are set out in the relevant Acts, including the
Copyright Act, 1956 and the Dramatic and Musical Performers
Protection Act, 1958. In the case of performers and copyright
owners, recording and reproduction may take place only for
private and domestic use; otherwise prior permission must be
obtained. But where gramophone records are concerned, either
directly or from a broadcast, recording is an infringement of
copyright whether for private purposes or otherwise. So you
have been warned.

You should take a responsible attitude to other kinds of
recording too, of course. It would be a mistake to record a
telephone conversation if you had any reason to suppose the
participants would object. The same goes for interviews, or
recording in restaurants, churches, etc. Always make a point
of finding out who has the authority to grant or refuse per-
mission for you to record, and get a definite go ahead.














































































	SHOWROOM IN PERSON

	OR SHOWROOM BY POST

	CHOOSE BY POST


	GEVAERT

	GRUDDIG

	GRUNDIG (Great Britain) LTD.

	ALLOWANCE

	ON YOUR

	PRESENT TAPE

	RECORDER-HI-FI

	EQUIPMENT, etc.


	THE

	BEST

	TERMS NO

	RlO SPECIFICATION:

	2 or 4 track version. 10 watts push/pull output.


	MILES HENSLOW PUBLICATIONS LTD. 99 Mortimer st., London, w.i

	SLP INDUSTRIAL LEAK PROOF BATTERY

	By John Borwick

	Emitape goes down with BBC diver

	used by the BBC 9 times out of 10


	Tápe recording goes mobile/

	Another wonderful product from 
	PHI LIPS -the friend of the family

	• • • • tape recorder workbench

	Practical suggestions for the tape handyman


	ìemytraph

	CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

	THE SENSATIONAL TR.1 00 TRANSICORDER

	by Richard Golding


	STEREO TAPE DECK 3 speeds 4 tracks 3 heads

	Educational Recordings Ltd. announce the release of a unique L/P record:-

	the AGER

	MAGNEGRAPH

	LONDON'S LARGEST RECORDER REPAIR SPECIALISTS

	HOW TO GET THERE

	CITY & ESSEX TAPE RECORDER CENTRES 228, BISHOPSGATE, LONDON, E.C.2 BIS. 2609 and

	2, MARYLAND STATION, STRATFORD, E.IS	205, HIGH STREET NORTH, EAST HAM, E.6

	For Father — Electronic Equipment at its Best

	For Mother — Tape Recorder that Blends with the Furniture and so simple to operate that the children can be left in safety without harm or damage occurring.


	Here is one expert's opinion of * TheBUTOBA

	DENHAM & MORLEY LTD.,




	FREE

	WE HAVE THE BIGGEST SALES IN

	BECAUSE WE GUARANTEE YOU THE BEST TERMS.

	Please rush me full details of your Terms and Tape Recorder brochures:

	Mastertape • 1n new

	Minimum Drop-outs

	WILMEX (DISTRIBUTORS) LIMITED

	CHELSEA RECORD CENTRE

	Custom High Fidelity

	SHEEN TAPE RECORDER CENTRE LTD.

	NATIONAL RADIO SUPPLIES

	66 Holdenburst Road, Bournemouth Tape, Hi-Fi & components	Tel. 25232

	SPECIALISTS IN HIGH FIDELITY and all makes of Tape Recorders

	CROYDON CINE EXCHANGE LTD.



	ATTENTION! ATTENTION!

	THE "COUNTESS"

	SIZE 13! X 11£ X 7£.

	CAN NEVER BE REPEATED AT

	BRAND NEW IN MAKER'S CARTONS

	LEADING STOCKISTS OF EQUIPMENT FOR

	• • • and NO EXTRA FOR CREDIT TERMS

	• TAPE RECORDERS AT 169/171

	169-171 STREATHAM HIGH ROAD, LONDON, S.W.16

	HI-FI Dept. 181 STREATHAM HIGH ROAD S.W.16


	DO YOU SPLICE TAPE?

	Tape Recorder Centre {Halifax)

	HO\V TO SPLICE TAPE

	HAMILTON ELECTRONICS

	TEL. 28622	SOUTHAMPTON




