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A Quarter of a Century of Broadcasting

The year 1946 marks the completion of the first 25 years of the American
system of broadcasting. Radio was not, as you might say, “discovered” in 1920.
Experiments had been going on for a number of years.

. In 1920, however, radio ceased to be an experiment and became a permanent
adjunct to life in America. How permanent and how much of an adjunct remained
to be seen, but it was in 1920 that broadcasting as we know it today was born —
with the realization that here was a great instrument of public service.

In 1922, two years later, radio advertising began, with the acceptance by
station WEAF, New York City, of commercial copy from the Queensboro Realty
Company—and America may be everlastingly grateful that such a vital medium
of mass communication gained early support from advertising, which insured
its freedom and placed it alongside our free press as another guardian of the
rights of people.

. Today there are more than 900 broadcasting stations in the United States.
There is scarcely a spot in the nation where one or more of them cannot be heard.

.. These broadcasting stations operate on wave lengths ranging from 550 to
1600 on the dial. Obviously, some stations have to operate on the same wave
lengths and either shield one another or operate on low power because 900
powerful stations could not be crowded into approximately 1,000 spaces on the
dial. There would be wholesale confusion, with interference ruining every
program on the air.

. Radio engineering is responsible for the near flawless reception of radio
programs today, with the radio dial crowded to capacity. Miracles have been
performed which parallel the invention of radio itself.

. Personnel in radio, although not great from the standpoint of numbers, has
always presented a problem from the standpoint of training and natural talent.
Approximately 25,000 people are employed in the broadcasting industry in
America. Thousands more could be added by taking in those who are employed in
the medium of radio, that is, producing shows for advertising agencies, making
transcriptions for broadcast purposes, writing for radio, representing stations
and otherwise earning a living from radio work.

. Accessibility is one of the more obvious characteristics of radio. Once the
initial investment has been made, the radio set is always there—in the home,
family car, lunch room, hotel lobby and club car. It can be turned on with a flick
of the wrist. It can be tuned from station to station with a twist.

. The full significance of this ease of listening becomes evident when you
realize that today more than 31,000,000 homes are radio-equipped—that radios
are more widely used than almost any other commodity.

. A generation or two ago, life was relatively simple—people understood what
was going on in their communities, and some understood what was happening
in the country as a whole. Beyond that, most people knew little and cared less.

.. But today, because of radio and other rapid means of communication, the
world is crowding in. People are bombarded daily with information about
what is occurring all over the world. Most people are interested in these events
because they realize that, in the long run, they can affect life in their own com-
munities.

. Radio has come to mean more to them in recent years. They have a different
conception of its mission in the world. They have heard it do terribly important
things. It has taken them to inconceivable places, brought them voices and per-
sonalities who are changing the shape of the world.

.. Assured of economic support by the free enterprise system of America and
acclaimed by the public, radio will expand its service into many fields. New
types of broadcasting—facsimile—television—all may flourish after the war.

. The story of radio is the chronicle of American life and times during the past
quarter century. Where radio has gone, what it has reported, the personalities
and events it has brought to the people, are the popular history of a great Ameri-
can era. The re-enactment, and in many cases the actual rebroadcast of these
stirring episodes will stand without equal as an appeal to the patriotism of all
Americans.

Excerpts from speech by
J. Harold Ryan,
former Pres. N.A.B.
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For more than 60 years scientists have been striving for means of seeing
events remote from the observer. The scanning disc was invented by Paul Nipkow
in 1884. The basis for all modern electronic television was described by Campbell
Swinton in 1911, but it took years of work by Vladimir Zworvkin before this
system produced a picture. Dr. Zworykin invented the ‘““Iconoscope which became
the’eye’ of television cameras,

In the early 1920’s, experiments by John Baird in England and C. Francis
Jenkins in this country, brought successful transmission of low definition pictures.
RCA erected a television transmitter in 1928 and on January 16, 1930 showed
television pictures on a 6 foot screen, as transmitted from the studio.

The long awaited debut of television finally took place April 30, 1939 when
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s speech opening the New York Worlds Fair
was telecast.

Today there are 9 television stations in operation, and the FCC has  appli-
cations for permission to construct 140 others. On the East Coast, approximately
10,000 television receiving sets are nowin use.
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The junior counterpart
of broadcasting . . . these
boys and girls write,
produce, act, and sell
their own radio pro-
gram . . . better known
to listeners as “Junior
Achievement Incorpo-
rated”. This is a regular
favorite on Saturday
mornings.

Once each month, Governor
Gates is heard over the fa-
cilities of WIBC on his own
informational program, “The
State of The State”.

Rounding out the field of pub-
lic service offered by WIBC is
the discussion forum “Speak
up, Indiana” with Moderator
William Wildhack (standing)
of the Indianapolis News.



Every week day morning there's
fun, music and homemaking hints
on “Jane Day's House” with (left
to right) HELEN BAKER, JANE
DAY, ROBERT W. MINTON,
and RANCE MAC FARLAND,
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heard daily 0n WIBC

Music, fun and games on “P.M.
PARTY”, the afternoon audience
participation show broadcast five
days a week from the WIBC audi-
ence studio. In the foreground, left
to rightt RANCE MAC FAR-
LAND, BRAD DE MARCUS and
SONJA GRIGO. In the back-
ground, the WIBC Cavaliers, with
Walt Jackson, (at the piano).
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“News Reel of the Air” brings LARRY
RICHARDSON, JANE DAY, and the
studio announcer with dramatic presenta-
tions of oddities and human interest items
in the news.

Classical music from the studio piano by
EDWIN BILTCLIFFE, pianist of the
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra.

Col. Roscoe Turner appears on the regular
Thursday evening program produced in the
interest of civil aviation under the title of
“Sky Bulletin”. At left is Gene Dawson,
aviation editor of The Indianapolis News.
Jim Bridges, continuity writer, in center.
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Entertainment by the juniors for the juniors
every Saturday morning on “Uncle Ed’s Kid-
die Party”. Uncle Ed (Joe Edison) features
juvenile singers and instrumentalists and his
little “Imp Band”, which became famous at
Christmas time.

HAZEL GASTON, well known narrator
on the program —“A LADY'S NOTE-
BOOK" heard mornings over WIBC.

DAVE HAMILTON, shown here with
WALT JACKSON at the piano, is one of
the newer personalities on WIBC. You'll
hear his pleasing voice more and more.
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The Fox’s Den, another of the new
studios, is the “hang-out” of sports-
caster BILL FOX. Decorated with
photos of sports celebrities and
sports events it is the site of many
popular WIBC programs.




The announcers' booth is one of the
many smaller studios in WIBC's
new home. This is the point of origi-
nation of one man programs, an-
nouncements, and station breaks.



WIBCE

C. WALTER McCARTY,
president and publisher of
The Indianapolis News Pub-
lishing Company, and presi-
dent and chairman of the
board of directors of The
Indiana Broadcasting Cor-
poration—the operating
company of WIBC, was
born and reared in Wash-
ington, Indiana. After grad-
uation from Indiana Univer-
sity he began his newspaper
career on The Washington
Democrat, later with The
Washington Herald and
then with the Indiana bureau
of The Associated Press. Mr.
McCarty became a reporter
on The Indianapolis News
in 1914 and served succes-
sively as city editor, manag-
ing editor and executive edi-
tor. He was chosen president
in 1944 following the death
of the publisher, Richard
Fairbanks.
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GEORGE C. BIGGAR, gen-
eral manager of WIBC, is a
member of H. V. Kalten-
born’s Twenty Year Club
of Radio”. He was born in
eastern South Dakota and in
1921 graduated from South
Dakota State College. His
work in the field of radio has
been varied and interesting
and he has been associated
with WLS, WFAA, WSB,
KMBC, and WLW over a
period of twenty-two years.
In July of 1945 Mr. Biggar
was appointed general man-
ager of WIBC, his present
position, and in his reorgani-
zation of the station’s per-
sonnel and general schedul-
ing structure, it has been his
over-all policy to ‘“Hoosier-
ize” WIRC’s local program-
ming to reflect the spirit and
everyday living of the people
of the great state of Indiana.




One of the WIBC mike-men well
known to listeners is genial JOE
EDISON. Joe, from Avon, Ohio, a
man of many voices is heard on
“Morning Neighbors”, “Joe and
Sam”, “Uncle Ed's Kiddie Party"”,
and at Christmas time is “Santa
Claus”.

JIM SHELTON was a member of
the WIBC staff before he went into
the service. Now, he is back, and
his pleasant voice is heard on sev-
eral of WIBC’s popula, programs.

MICHAEL “Mike” DUNN is heard
with many shows including “Junior
Achievement Inc.”, “Southern Har-
monizers”, “Yawn Patrol”, and his
man-on-the-street show, **Uptown at
2”. Mike, 7th son of a 7th son of a
7th son, says that the highlights of
his career were working with NBC’s
Dr. I. Q. Show and Major League
Baseball.

Announcer GENE S. KELLY is one of the “big” men
around WIBC, and his six foot - seven inch height
stands him in good stead at the games and sports
events that he broadcasts for WIBC listeners. Gene
is only recently released from the Army where he was
with the Armed Forces Radio Service.
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SONJA GRIGO, per-
sonality girl, singer and
jolly helper on WIBC'’s
“P.M, PARTY” pro-
gram. A comparative
newcomer, her voice
and air-manner have al-
ready won her many
friends.

“EASY” GWYNN is best known
for his afternoon record and “gag”
program, “Easy Does It”, and for
his noonday man-on-the-street show
“You Take the Mike”. A versatile
fellow, he has other jobs too, such
as “Music and Milestones.”

Another of the “mike” staff is ARN-
OLD “Arnie” JOHNSON, an ex-
captain in the U. S. Army overseas.
He is married, has one daughter,

and is heard on “Today in Hoosier-’ \Y -
-

land”, “Religion vs. War”, “Dance
Time”, and “Southern Harmonizers
... Mutual”.

CARL PAIGE, junior announcer
on the WIBC staff is just recently
released from the Army Air Force
where he was in training in pilot
school. Previous to coming to
WIBC he was with KVWC and
KRRV as both staff announcer and
engineer. He is a native of Omaha,
Nebraska, and his hobbies include
sports, writing, and photography.

Newest addition to the *“mike-men” staff is RANCE
A. MACFARLAND of Fresno, California. Rance has
a background of many years in the entertainment field
attained through singing in vaudeville and radio. He
is currently emcec on “P.M. PARTY".



Runal Indiana

OSCAR COOLEY, (right)
of the Indiana Farm Bu-
reau, Inc. who is heard Mon-
day through Saturday in
the forenoon over WIBC.

“RFD 1070”, another pop-
ular WIBC rural interest
program, is broadcast for
the farm listeners just after
noon every Saturday.

ARNOLD JOHN-
SON (center) interviewing
Dr. T. L. Steenerson (left)
and Herbert Overton, farm
editor of the Indianapolis
News.
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Larrely responsible for the enjoyable programs heard over the fa-
cilities of WIBC are the people in the picture above, for the script.
the appropriate music, and the programming traffic are under their
direct control. Left to right they are: W. JAMES BRIDGES. JR..
script writer; ROSAMOND TILLOTSON, music library:
HELENA S. SACK, trafic manager: JACK PORTER. con-
tinuity director: MARGARET “Mike” UFFORD. continuity: and
ALMA MAE WEBSTER, music library. Seated is BILLIE
TRINKLE also of the continuity department.

The well-known telephone voice of WIBC is that of
D. LaVONNE SNIVELY. She is martied, has two
children, and plays the dual role of station receptionist
and telephone switchboard operator.
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With the same abundant energy and realistic viewpoint, citizens of
the Mid-West have set their sights to postwar improvements of
public works, roads, bridges, earthwork, airports and building pro-
grams costing millions of dollars. Private enterprise and government
have already allocated the money and large portion of the work is
already under way.

.. Unified effort already set in motion will make permanent the bulk
of the Mid-West’s wartime economic, industrial and population
gains. Recoaversion plans by private enterprise call for production
and employment topping all previous peace-time records.

.. Mid-Western goods will flow through war-expanded transporta-
tion systems to wider markets at home and abroad. A war-born mer-
chant fleet will carry the products of the Mid-West to the ports of
the world to exchange for raw materials for the new industrial
empire.

.. In facing a multitude of problems in gearing itself to the war-
time production achievements, the Mid-West rolled up its collective
sleeves and did a tremendous job.

.. The problems of peace-time are plentiful and big, but opportunities
are even bigger and wise, forward planning has already put many
of these opportunities within reach.
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Frequency Modulation (FM) broadcasting, practically all radio
experts now agree, may some day replace the type now generally
heard except for a few strategically-located high-power stations
which will be needed to serve remote rural areas not now receiv-
ing any service.

By mid-1945 there were 46 commercial FM stations operating in
the United States. Seven others were nearing completion. An
additional 24 FM stations were operating experimentally and
about 444 applications were on file with the FCC for permission
to build FM stations. About 600,000 persons already possess
FM receivers.

FM WILL BRING LIFE-LIKE REPRODUCTION
FM WILL BRING NO MORE PROGRAM FADING

FM WILL STOP INTERFERENCE BETWEEN
STATIONS

FM WILL ELIMINATE STATIC AND OTHER
ANNOYANCES




... THE SILENT WEAPON OF
WORLD WAR II ... TO BE AD

APTED FOR PEACETIME USE

An electronic ‘eye’ apparently developed independently by U. S., British, French and German scientists in the

1930’s, radar owes much of its rapid growth to the advent of war. First used in detection of surface objects in the

near-distance under conditions of poor visibility, radar’s range and versatility were quickly extended to provide

long-range detection of airborne as well as surface objects, accuracy in fire-control, safety in navigation and identi-

fication of distant or unrecognizable planes and ships. To radar goes much of the credit for England’s doughty

defense in the dark days of the ‘blitz’; and much of the credit for ‘lighting the road’ to Berlin and Tokyo.

.. Scientists have made great strides in converting the principles of radar to peacetime uses—with the extent

limited only by the field of imagination.
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Five-man Army radar crew in Italy
track approach of enemy planes.

The antenna of the first complete radar, Information provided by radar's elec-
installed ‘topside’ a building at Naval Re- tronic eye is marked down on vertical
search Laboratory in Anacostia, D. C. It chart. in radar plot room aboard air.

1 . craft carrier. Behind the transparent
is mounted so that it can be turned to chart, other men chart other aspects of

allow for around-the-compass search. incoming information.

Prelude to the first test of radar,
experimental work on the roof
of the Naval Research Labora-
tory m Anacostia, D. C.

Symbolizing close tie-line of com-
munications between aircraft carrier
and plane supplied by radar, photo
shows Navy Avenger speeding past
Essex-class flattop with latter's radar
antennae outlined against the sky.
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Copyright 1946

National Radio Personalities.
Publishers — Peoria, Illinois

Litho in U.S.A.

This brochure compiled and edited by
Charles W. Ringel, Editor, National
Radio Personalities. Photography by
the editor. Scenes about Indianapolis
courtesy of the Indianapolis Chamber
of Commerce.
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