


PAW PECARO OBSERVES 25TH YEAR WITH WGN 

EveAyom Aji the. WGW "imtty" aongAatulateJ> VANIEL T. PECARO, Pfle^td^nt and 

Chlt^j Exe.aiuU.ve. Oi{ilc.eA WGM ContinentoL BA.oadcaAtA.ng Company who ceJicbfiatzd 

hii, 25th yeoA with WGW on MaAch 14. 

IVk. Pe.cnjw, who joined WGN in 1954, iA thz de,an o{^ bKoadca^t txccutiveA among 

Chicago /uxdlo and teJie.\jt&ion stations. Hts b/ioadcast e.xpeAtznce. has been totally 

ioitk WGM, stoJttLng o i a n^ght membeA oi the. Kadlo tAja^ic de.pantme.Yit. 

VuAing kts fvisz thAoagh the pA.ogn.am and pA.oductxon Am.ks, he. ha6 WAittcn, produced 

and diAe.cte.d na.di.0 pAogn.ams, handZe.d countless nemote. broadcasts, mvu>tcat shows, 

spoAts events, pAtsidentiaZ convejntiom, and numeJwus ele.cttonA. 

Wi. PccoAo has be.e.n PA.eAident and chtci executive. oHiceA. since May S, 1975, 

aiten. senving as Executive Vice President oi WGM-TV since 1972, He was elected 

to the BooAd oi ViAectonj> in 1968. 

PAevix/usly, he was nadio's PAognm ManageA ion tm yeans and appointed PAognam 

ManageA ion WGN-TV in 1962. In 1965, he was named Gnoup Pnxignm ManageA {^oA 

television stations in Chicago, VenveA and Vuluth. 

He holds a BachetoA o^ Science degAee inom VePauL UniveAAity and taught and 

coached sponts ^OA {,ive years in the Chicago Public School system before joining 

WGN. 



CONGRATULATIONS: 

PENNY CLEVENGER NAMEV MANAGER OF ACCOUNTING, RAVIO 6 TELEVISION 

GLORIA A. WELLS NAMEV DIRECTOR, SALES PROMOTION S OFFICE MANAGER, TV SALES 

PENNY CLEVENGER hen bzm named MANAGER OF ACCOUNTING eUecMve 
FebmoAy 26, /979. Penny came to WGN In 1978 as Senior Aceountant 
aitoA having been with the Tribune Company ^or ten years In various 
capacities and positions within their financial, organization. 

Penny has a bachelor's degree In accounting ^rom Roosevelt 
Uni-VQASity and li currently working on a master's degree in busi^iess 
adminij) tratio n. 

GLORIA A. WELLS has been promoted to VIRECTOR, SALES PROMOTION S 
OFFICE MANAGER, TV SALES, elective Pebruary 26. Gloria joined 
WGN in 7 962 and has held responsible positions in other areas. 
She transierred to TV Sales in 1975. 

Gloria attended Northwestern University. 

MORE PROMOTIONS 

CONGRATULATIONS to GWEN O'CONNOR, Secretary, TV Sales, who was 
promoted to PROVUCTION ASSISTANT, TV PROVUCTION. She can be 
reached on ext. 344. 

ALSO, CONGRATULATIONS to ROBERT KASTIGAR who has been designated 
As ENGINEER-IN-CHARGE o^ EQUIPMENT SERVICES elective March 5. 
The appointment was announced by Ralph F. Batt, Vice President and 
Manager o-^ Engineering. 

ANNIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS to JIM PASMA - TV Engineer who celebrates 10 

yeoAA with WGN on March 31, 

NEW ARRIi/ALS - CONGRATULATIONS.' 

ELAINE and VON GETI, Vice President and General Sales Manager oi WGN Radio, 
became moud grandparents on February 9, when AMY CHRISTINE weighed In at 
6 Ib^, 10 ounces. Amy Christine's parents are LARRY and PEGGY GETI. Larry, 
Vice President and General Manager o{, WELI In Nejw Haven, Conn., seems to be 
following in his dad's footsteps. 

*** 
CHRISTINE and GARY SULAK, Operating Engineer Apprentice, became the proud 
parents oi their ilrst child, JENNIFER ANNE, who weighed In at 8 lbs. 5 ounces 
on March. 

BEST WISHES TO THE PARENTS ANV GRANVPARENTSl 

Send GET WELL WISHES TO: LEO BRUCE, VELORES KOLTI and ART AMBROIEWSKI at home. 



COMPAMV AMMWERSARIES — COMGRATULATIOMS'. 

••.fl 

Joan SchamiLQyi 
S ecJLetaA.y/ Adm.ruA tAcctio n 

10 yeau - MoAch 3 

Jo/in Pe/io 

71/ EnglmeA 
10 yejxu - MaA.ch 10 

Jo-6e CoHntjo 
Assistant Vtmctofi/TV Pfioda.ctA.on 

5 yeaA4 - March. II 

Jo/in Choynackl 
Scenic VulgneA 

25 t/eoA^ - iMatc/i 70 

w 
If 

••i 

H o v u / Tfilgg/TV StatAxin ManageA. 
5 i/ecwi- - Mafiah 25 

Bob Co££in6 
5 t/eo/L̂  

PeA4ona£x;t(//Rac6to 



WELCOME TO T H E WGN "FAMIL/' 

RELOCATION NOTES'-

ROBERTA LEBLANG, VlfitctoK. RutoAck, Tl/, AJ> now in Room 7 7 7 , Ex-t. 377 . 

ROBERT PRESTEGAARt? can be Amcktd on Ext. 397 oA 255. 

VlojxAt change. youA dtAtctoAles. 



imERNSHIP PROGRAM 

FAREWELL and ADIEU to tkz iollowtng tnteAm who astd leaving WGW thli week: 

Jan B/L0ii6tl6 
Kevin CottlM 
Kathy VmnAng 
Enle LmlA 
Seth Kmgllak 
Enanees Smith 

ROBERT P. mnUG, who sapetvUeA the PIERRE AMDRE progfum that slanted on kphJX 
1, 1963, iUELCOMES the (^oltowljig students ^rom VOAIOUS Milveultles. The eWiAent 
tectplents wHl be assigned to a given anea ^on 13 weeki. 

Michael Knavltz (jJlttlam Schmidt Timothy Le Fevoun. 
University oi Wisconsin Northwestern Loras 

Steven Merrill 
Nonthwestern 

Reglna Vavls 
Mundelein 

Keith Lasher 
Indiana State 



HAPPY BIRTHVAV to; 

Confiad Such - March 19 
Carolyn Grzme - March 19 
George Eruo - March 21 
George Gorzelanczyk - March 21 
Morma Bonnes - March 22 
Joayi Schanmler - March 23 
Jose {/alentln - March 23 

John HlXz 
Harold Blank 
Orion Samuels on 
John Robentson 
fred George 
John Ravencro^t 
Van Waters 
Elyse Mundetl 

March 27 
March 28 
March 31 
March 31 
April 1 
April 1 
ApnJZ 1 
April 1 

RECIPE OF THE WEEK I R I S H R A I S I N BREAD 

5 cups f l o u r 
1 cup s u g a r 
1 Tbsp. b a k i n g powder 
1-1/2 t s p . s a l t 
1 t s p . b a k i n g soda 

1/2 cup b u t t e r 
2-1/2 cups s e e d l e s s r a i s i n s 
3 Tbsp. caraway seeds ( o p t i o n a l ) 
2-1/2 cups b u t t e r m i l k 
1 egg, s l i g h t l y b e a t e n 

Add f l o u r , s u g a r , b a k i n g powder, b a k i n g soda, s a l t ; c u t i n t h e b u t t e r w i t h 
p a s t r y b l e n d e r o r two k n i v e s u n t i l m i x t u r e l o o k s l i k e c o a r s e c o m m e a l . 

S t i r i n r a i s i n s , caraway s e e d s . Add b u t t e r m i l k and egg t o d r y m i x t u r e . 

Grease two l o a f pans, and pour i n b a t t e r . Bake 350 degree oven u n t i l n i c e 
and brown. 

You give so much so o^ten, 

In SO many little ways --

In gentle words o^ com^^ont, 

in happy words praise, 

In taking time to chat awhile, 

In trying to understand, 

In sharing other people's joys. 

In helping when you can — 

And your special thought{^ulness 

In everything you do 

Makes your gl^t oi intendshlp 

dearly treasured all year though. 

ERIEMVSHIP 



$200,000 CLAIROL CROWN WOMEN'S TENNIS 

CHAMPIONSHIP ON WGN TELEVISION 9 MARCH "̂ 1 ATvp̂  ftPT^TT. 1 

TOURNAMENT FEATURES TOP 4 STARS 

A m e r i c a ' s top f o u r women's t e n n i s s t a r s w i l l compete f o r $200,000 i n p r i z e 

money i n the C l a i r o l Crown Women's T e n n i s Championship t o be t e l e c a s t by 

WGN T e l e v i s i o n 9 S a t u r d a y , March 31 and Sunday, A p r i l 1 . S a t u r d a y ' s t e l e c a s t 

w i l l be from 3:30 - 5:00 pm. Sunday's c o v e r a g e w i l l a i r from 1:30 t o 3:30 pm. 

Among t h e c o m p e t i t o r s i n t h i s championship o f champions w i l l be U.S. Open 

champion C h r i s E v e r t , Wimbledon w i n n e r M a r t i n a N a v r a t i l o v a , and 1 6 - y e a r - o l d 

s e n s a t i o n T r a c y A u s t i n . A f o u r t h p l a y e r w i l l be announced soon. 

B i l l l e J e a n K i n g and Bud C o l l i n s w i l l s e r v e a s commentators f o r t h e p r e s t i g i o u s 

tournament. 

The w i n n e r ' s s h a r e o f t h e tournament w i l l be $100,000. The ru n n e r - u p w i l l 

r e c e i v e $.50,000 w i t h $30,000 f o r t h i r d and $20,000 f o r f o u r t h . The matches 

w i l l be p l a y e d a t t h e L a C o s t a C o u n t r y Club i n C a r l s b a d , C a l i f o r n i a . 

A A A A 



WGN-TV TO T E L E V I S E IHSA 

GIRLS STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

MARCH 30 AND 31 

Co m p e t i t i o n i n t h e t h i r d a n n u a l I l l i n o i s H i g h S c h o o l A s s o c i a t i o n ( I H S A ) G i r l s 
S t a t e B a s k e t b a l l Tournament w i l l r e a c h i t s c l i m a x on F r i d a y , March 30 and S a t u r d a y , 
March 31 w i t h WGN T e l e v i s i o n 9 t e l e c a s t i n g t h e f i n a l e i g h t games, l i v e , f r o m t h e 
Assembly H a l l on t h e campus o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s i n Champaign. 

The f i r s t t e l e c a s t w i l l be from noon ~ 
two games o f t h e Q u a r t e r - F i n a l round, 
be t e l e c a s t from 7-10 pm. 

3:30 pm, F r i d a y , March 30 and w i l l f e a t u r e 
Two more games i n t h e Q u a r t e r - F i n a l s w i l l 

On S a t u r d a y , March 3 1 , t h e two S e m i - F i n a l games w i l l b e g i n a t noon, w i t h t h e 
T h i r d P l a c e game s e t f o r 7 pm and i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w e d by t h e Championship game. 

H a n d l i n g t h e p l a y - b y - p l a y a c t i o n f o r t h e t e l e c a s t s a r e Tom K e l l y and WGN's 
FLOYD BROWN. Ann Penstone w i l l s u p p l y t h e c o l o r a n a l y s i s . 

A t o t a l o f 580 do w n s t a t e , suburban and Chicago n o n - P u b l i c League s c h o o l s h a v e 
f i l t e r e d t h i s t h i r d s e r i e s . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e champion o f t h e C h i c a g o P u b l i c 
League q u a l i f y i n g tournament w i l l advance d i r e c t l y t o t h e S t a t e F i n a l Tournament 
and w i l l j o i n t h e s e v e n s t a t e s e c t i o n a l w i n n e r s . 

A l a r g e c o n t i n g e n t of WGN p e r s o n n e l w i l l be on hand f o r t h e 13 h o u r s o f c o v e r a g e ; 
they w i l l be u s i n g WGN•s 1.4 m i l l i o n - d o l l a r c o l o r m o b i l e u n i t . 

C r e d i t s f o r t h e t e l e c a s t s a r e : R i c k Hawley, IHSA, e x e c u t i v e p r o d u c e r ; Don 
A r r i e s , N.W. A y e r , I n c . , p r o d u c e r ; f o r WGN T e l e v i s i o n 9, B I L L LOTZER, p r o d u c t i o n 
manager; ARNE HARRIS and ALL HALL, d i r e c t o r s . 

Sponsors f o r t h e t e l e c a s t s a r e I l l i n o i s B e l l , J o y c e 7-Up B o t t l i n g Company, J o h n 
Deere, I n c . , and T r u e V a l u e Hardware S t o r e s . 

* * * -k 



CUBS REGULAR SEASON BASEBALL 

BEGINS APRIL 5 ON WGN RADIO 

W(;N Radio b e g i n s b r o a d c a s t i n g t h e 1 9 7 9 r e g u l a r s e a s o n games o f t h e C h i c a g o 
Cubs on T h u r s d a y , A p r i l 5 , when t h e Cubs meet t h e New Y o r k Mets a t W r i g l e y 
F i e l d f o r Opening Day. 

B e f o r e t h e game g e t s underway a t 1:30 pm, WGN w i l l a i r t h e r e g u l a r s e a s o n 
pre-game f e a t u r e s , " L e t ' s T a l k B a s e b a l l " a t 1:10 pm and " L e a d - O f f Man" a t 
1:15 pm. 

F o r the 15th c o n s e c u t i v e y e a r , v e t e r a n s p o r t s c a s t e r VINCE LLOYD w i l l r e t u r n 
t o h a n d l e the l a y - b y - p l a y a c t i o n o f a l l 162 games. He w i l l be j o i n e d by 
H a l l - o f - E a r n e r LOU BOUDREAU who has been doing c o l o r a n a l y s i s o f t h e Cubs s i n e 
1957, 

V i n c e and Lou w i l l b o th be h e a r d on " L e t ' s T a l k B a s e b a l l . " Lou w i l l do t h e 
i n t e r v i e w s on "Lead-Off Man" w h i l e V i n c e w i l l do t h e post-game " S c o r e b o a r d " 
show. 

At t h i s d a t e , game s p o n s o r s on WGN Radio i n c l u d e : 

G. Heileman B r e w i n g Company ( t h r o u g h Campbell-Mithun, M i n n e a p o l i s ) ; 
G e n e r a l F i n a n c e C o r p o r a t i o n ( t h r o u g h P o s t , K e y e s , G a r d n e r , C h i c a g o ) ; 
T r u e V a l u e Hardware ( t h r o u g h Home P r o d u c t s M a r k e t i n g , C h i c a g o ) ; 
C h i c a g o l a n d Oldsmobile D e a l e r s ( t h r o u g h Campbell-Mithun, I n c . ) ; 
C h i c a g o l a n d McDonald's O p e r a t o r s ( t h r o u g h G. M. Feldman & Co., C h i c a g o ) . 

" L e t ' s T a l k B a s e b a l l " w i l l be sponsored by The Oak Brook Tobacco Company 
(t h r o u g h The Tobacco Companies, J o l i e t ) . " S c o r e b o a r d " s p o n s o r s i n c l u d e 
C o n t i n e n t a l A i r l i n e s ( t h r o u g h Benton & B o w l e s , New Y o r k ) , a n d Matex Corp. 

Sponsors a d j a c e n t to t h e games i n c l u d e P l a y b a c k , I n c . ( t h r o u g h M a r v i n H. 
F r a n k , C h i c a g o ) ; E. A. Thompson Co., I n c . ( t h r o u g h S p a c e o m e t i c s Agency, 
San F r a n c i s c o ) ; and Edward H i n e s Lumber Company ( t h r o u g h M a r s t e l l e r , I n c . ) . 

News programs between games o f doubleheaders w i l l be s p o n s o r e d by The G r e e n ­
house R e s t a u r a n t ( t h r o u g h M. K o r s h a k & A s s o c i a t e s , I n c . ) . 

V i n c e L l o y d Lou Boudreau 



ROY LEONARD ACCEPTS MEMBERSHIP ON BOARD OF AMYOTROPHIC LATERAL SCLEROSIS 

White Sox owner B i l l Veeck has a c c e p t e d t h e c h a i r m a n s h i p o f t h e L e s T u r n e r 
ALS F o u n d a t i o n ' s h o n o r a r y board of d i r e c t o r s , R o b e r t J o s e p h , F o u n d a t i o n 
e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r , announced r e c e n t l y . 

J o s e p h a l s o announced t h a t I l l i n o i s Governor James Thompson and Chicago 
Mayor M i c h a e l B i l a n d i c have a c c e p t e d membership on t h e b o a r d , a l o n g w i t h 
TV s t a r D i c k C l a r k ; ROY LEONARD, h o s t o f t h e "ROY LEONARD SHOW" on WGN RADIO; 
F r e d Winston, morning p e r s o n a l i t y on WFYR R a d i o ; M e l v i n Zahn, Chairman and 
P r e s i d e n t o f L o u i s Zahn Drug Company, C h i c a g o ; L e e B. S t e m , P r e s i d e n t , L e e 
B. S t e m & Company, L t d . , and owner, Chicago S t i n g s o c c e r team, and C h i c a g o 
B e a r s f o o t b a l l p l a y e r s Bob A v e l l i n i , A l l a n E l l i s and R e v i e S o r e y . 

Veeck and h i s h o n o r a r y board w i l l be l e n d i n g t h e i r p e r s o n a l s u p p o r t t o t h e 
f u n d - r a i s i n g e f f o r t s o f t h e L e s T u r n e r ALS F o u n d a t i o n , w h i c h s u p p o r t s r e s e a r c h 
on Amyotrophic L a t e r a l S c l e r o s i s (known as t h e Lou G e h r i g D i s e a s e ) . E a c h y e a r 
ALS f a t a l l y a f f l i c t s some 40,000 p e r s o n s . T h e r e i s no known c u r e f o r t h i s k i l l e r 
d i s e a s e w h i c h , a s i d e from G e h r i g , has c l a i m e d t h e l i v e s o f a number o f s p o r t s 
and e n t e r t a i n m e n t g r e a t s , i n c l u d i n g b oxer E z z a r d C h a r l e s , S i d C o l l i n s ( t h e 
" V o i c e o f I n d y " ) and most r e c e n t l y , j a z z g r e a t C h a r l i e Mingus. 

The f i r s t major f u n d - r a i s i n g e v e n t t h i s y e a r i s t h e L e s T u r n e r ALS F o u n d a t i o n ' s 
b e n e f i t b a s k e t b a l l game between f o o t b a l l p l a y e r s from t h e C h i c a g o B e a r s and 
Green Bay P a c k e r teams on Monday, March 12 a t 7 p.m. a t D e P a u l U n i v e r s i t y ' s 
Alumni H a l l , 1011 West B e l d e n . 

The F o u n d a t i o n ' s l a r g e s t f u n d - r a i s e r w i l l be i t s second a n n u a l ALS Mammoth 
Music Mart w h i c h t h i s y e a r t a k e s p l a c e i n October a t S k o k i e ' s O l d O r c h a r d 
Shopping C e n t e r . The M a r t , w h i c h t h e F o u n d a t i o n founded l a s t y e a r , o f f e r s f o r 
s a l e thousands o f new and used r e c o r d s , r e c o r d albums, t a p e s , m u s i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s , 
s t e r e o equipment and o t h e r m u s i c a l a c c e s s o r i e s , w h i c h a r e donated by n a t i o n a l 
r e c o r d companies, i n d i v i d u a l s , and r e t a i l s t o r e s . 

L a s t y e a r ' s Music M a r t , t h e f i r s t of i t s k i n d i n t h e c o u n t r y , r a i s e d some 
$90,000 f o r t h e F o u n d a t i o n t o promote r e s e a r c h on ALS. 

-30-



IHSA CLASS A AND CLASS AA BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

BEGIN ON WGN-TV MARCH 17 

The a n n u a l t h r i l l s and e x c i t e m e n t o f t h e I l l i n o i s H i g h S c h o o l A s s o c i a t i o n Boys 
B a s k e t b a l l Championships w i l l a g a i n be c o v e r e d l i v e by WGN T e l e v i s i o n 9 from 
the 16,000-seat Assembly H a l l on th e U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s campus i n Champaign 
on March 17, 23 and 24. 

The C l a s s A Championships, f e a t u r i n g teams from s c h o o l s w i t h l e s s t h a n 750 
s t u d e n t s , w i l l a i r S a t u r d a y , March 17 w i t h t h e s e m i - f i n a l s from noon t o 3:00 pm 
and the f i n a l s from 7 t o 10:30 pm. 

Announcers f o r t h e t e l e c a s t s a r e Tom K e l l y ( w o r k i n g h i s 2 0 t h S t a t e Tournament 
t e l e c a s t ) and J i m T u r p i n ( f o r m e r r a d i o v o i c e o f U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s f o o t b a l l 
and b a s k e t b a l l ) s h a r i n g t h e p l a y - b y - p l a y d u t i e s . Chuck R o l i n s k i w i l l p r ovde t h e 
c o l o r commentary. 

The C l a s s AA cove r a g e on Channel 9 b e g i n s F r i d a y , March 23 w i t h two q u a r t e r - f i n a l 
games from noon t o 3:30 pm and two more q u a r t e r - f i n a l games s t a r t i n g a t 7 pm. 

On S a t u r d a y , March 24, C l a s s AA c o n t i n u e s w i t h t h e s e m i - f i n a l s from noon t o 3:30 pm 
f o l l o w e d by th e " t h i r d p l a c e " and Championship games from 7 t o 10:00 pm. ^ -

C l a s s AA p l a y - b y - p l a y announcers a r e Tom K e l l y and WGN's FLOYD BROWN, w i t h f o r m e r 
E v a n s t o n High S c h o o l coach J a c k B u r m a s t e r s u p p l y i n g t h e c o l o r a n a l y s i s . 

More t h a n 25 WGN p e r s o n n e l w i l l be u t i l i z e d f o r t h e more t h a n 19 h o u r s o f IHSA 
coverage. They w i l l be u s i n g WGN's 1.4 m i l l i o n - d o l l a r c o l o r m o b i l e u n i t w i t h 
s i x cameras, i n c l u d i n g a mini-cam and complete slo-mo and s t o p - a c t i o n f a c i l i t i e s . 

S ponsors f o r t h e C l a s s A tournament i n c l u d e J o y c e 7-UP B o t t l i n g Company and C o u n t r y 
Companies I n s u r a n c e . 

Sponsors f o r the C l a s s AA tournament i n c l u d e I l l i n o i s B e l l T e l e p h o n e Company, 
J o y c e 7-UP B o t t l i n g Company, John D e e r e , I n c . , B l u e C r o s s - B l u e S h i e l d , and t h e 
I l l i n o i s B a r A s s o c i a t i o n . 

C r e d i t s f o r t h e t e l e c a s t a r e : 

C l a s s A: R i c k Hawley, IHSA, e x e c u t i v e p r o d u c e r ; Don A r r i e s , N.W. A y e r , I n c . , 
p r o d u c e r ; D a r r e l l B l u e , WCIA, p r o d u c e r ; f o r WGN T e l e v i s i o n , B I L L LOTZER, p r o d u c t i o n 
manager. 

C l a s s AA: R i c k Hawley, IHSA, e x e c u t i v e p r o d u c e r ; Don A r r i e s , N.W. A y e r , I n c . , 
pr o d u c e r ; f o r WGN T e l e v i s i o n 9, B I L L LOTZER, p r o d u c t i o n manager; ARNE HARRIS and 
AL HALL, d i r e c t o r s . 

-30-



WGN BOMBERS 

WGN's Bombers l o s t t h e P a r k League b a s k e t b a l l championship,58 t o 54 i n o v e r t i m e 
t o t h e 18th D i s t r i c t p o l i c e s t a t i o n . 

The team i s s o r r y t h a t t h e y came back w i t h a second p l a c e t r o p h y t h i s y e a r a s 
compared to f i r s t p l a c e l a s t y e a r . However, t h i s w i l l g i v e t h e p l a y e r s more o f 
an i n c e n t i v e f o r t he 1979-80 se a s o n . 

The team t h a n k s e v e r y o n e who came out t o watch t h e games. 

ATTENTION; 

" C l a s s e s i n C a r d i o Pulmonary R e s u s c i t a t i o n (CPR) w i l l be conducted by t h e 
T r i b u n e M e d i c a l Department s t a r t i n g on March 20 through A p r i l 24. Any employee 
i n t e r e s t e d i n t a k i n g t h i s t r a i n i n g s h o u l d c o n t a c t JAN ROOK, 222-3157 between 
10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

C l a s s e s w i l l be h e l d on Tuesday e v e n i n g from 6:30 p.m. t o 8:30 p.m. i n room 
633 T r i b u n e Tower. I f you s i g n up f o r t h i s c l a s s you must a t t e n d a l l s e s s i o n s -

NOTE FROM PERSONNEL/BENEFIT DEPARTMENT: 

Many of our employees a r e coming o f age — t h a t i s you have r e a c h e d y o u r 
55th b i r t h d a y , and to a s s i s t you i n p l a n n i n g f o r your r e t i r e m e n t i n f u t u r e 
y e a r s t he company has e n t e r e d a s u b s c r i p t i o n i n your name to AIM ( A c t i o n 
f o r Independent M a t u r i t y ) . T h i s i s an i n f o r m a t i v e p u b l i c a t i o n t h a t w i l l 
a s s i s t you r e g a r d i n g i n v e s t m e n t s , s o c i a l s e c u r i t y , where to r e t i r e , r e a l 
e s t a t e p l a n n i n g , e t c . 

A f t e r age 65 you w i l l r e c e i v e a p u b l i c a t i o n e n t i t l e d "American A s s o c i a t i o n 
of R e t i r e d Workers" (AARP). We b e l i e v e t h a t both o f t h e s e magazines p r o v i d e 
e x c e l l e n t i n f o r m a t i o n and g u i d a n c e , and WGN Management i s p l e a s e d t o make 
the s e a v a i l a b l e to our lon g - t i m e employees. 

KDAL has a new phone number: 

KDAL RADIO 
425 W. S u p e r i o r S t r e e t 
D u l u t h , Minnesota 55802 Phone: 218-732-4321 

VEEFEST SVMPATHy 

Vetptit sympathy to El/A kGREH-lEMSKV on 

Eva mold tike to thank att heA intends 
duAtng thts ven.y dtHlealt time. 

the sudden death o{, hen ha^sband. 

ion. thetn kind expnesston oi sympathy 



WGN's QUARTER CENTENARIAN GROUP 

TONY SULLA, P r e s i d e n t o f WGN's Q u a r t e r C e n t e n a r i a n Group, h a s t h e f o l l o w i n g r e p o r t : 

"We d i d i t I We have c e l e b r a t e d our c o l l e c t i v e s e r v i c e o f more t h a n 3,000 y e a r s 
f o r the second time l a s t November. Our committee has chosen S a t u r d a y , November 
10, f o r WGN's T h i r d Get Tog e t h e r . 

T h a i n e Lyman w i l l head up t h i s y e a r ' s program committee, w h i c h i n c l u d e s Roy Cone, 
P a u l Crum and J a c k B r i c k h o u s e . T h i s p r o m i s e s t o be a n o t h e r g r e a t program n e x t 
November. 

B e f o r e you re a d J i m F e e l e y ' s T r e a s u r e r s R e p o r t , p e r m i t me t o remind you t h a t our 
s u c c e s s i n the p a s t has been due o n l y t o your f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t t h r o u g h t h e a n n u a l 
dues.($2.00 per annum f o r a c t i v e employees and $1.00 f o r r e t i r e d p e r s o n s ) . P l e a s e 
see J i m F e e l e y w i t h t h i s y e a r ' s dues." 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Di n n e r l a s t y e a r (1977) $ 827.35 
B a l a n c e ( a f t e r d i n n e r ) $ 114.25 
Dues c o l l e c t e d ( 1 9 7 9 ) $ 73.00 
D i n n e r ' \) $ 946.00 

B a l a n c e $1,133.25 

P a i d to H o l i d a y I n n ( d e p o s i t ) -50.00 
( d i n n e r ) - 807.95 

B a l a n c e ( a f t e r d i n n e r ) $ 275.30 

FOR SALE 

MAy 4 0 2 1 K I L D A R E N,_ _ 
IdiKtaStyle 1 SL.A1E SiL!KD, _ _ 
L?'J''^e 5 0.x 155. _ 
LB 15 X 24 
DR 11 X ^4 
Kil 11 X 13 
B d i m u X 14 
Bii.m 10 X 11 
Bflr'ln X U 

"~pp 60641 JArea 1 |ML#790Q015 
]#Rms 7 |#Bdrm ^^^aths'z I/2|N 4 3 0 0 |W4021 

Age . F"!?!'?., _ENCL 
Barn VII I,I,_ H R M T N - T , A W 

Heatjjfl-aLF..A^ G.AS 

OaED-llEAB.--

Taxes $67_3.0C _ _„ 
Schools B E L D I N C . 

Title 

Pass 6 0 D A C 
Storms & Screens A T . I T M 
Wring 

Churches S T , . E D . W A R D S _ 
Shopping I R V I N G P A R K 

Remarks: N E W R O O F , N E W F R O N T P O R C H , T H E R M O P A N E W I N D O W I N D R 
D E C O R A T I V E F I R E P L A C E I N L R . C A B . K I T . F O R M I C A T O P S . D E L . 
D R A I N S I N K . " N E I T H E R B R O K E R N O R S E L L E R M A K E A N Y R E P R E S E N ­

T A T I O N A . S T O L E G A L I T Y O F B A S E M E N T A P A R T M E N T " 

PRICE 67,900 

Phone:685-2517 



^ M«f«h».f97* B a c k s t a g e 

"I 'M NOT SURE" 
" V E R Y LITTLE" 

B y J I A m Y P . TRIGG 
Station Manager, 
WGN-TV . Chicago 

Some years back, there was a 
deltghtful booic entitled " 'Where 
Did You Go? • O u f - ' W h a t Did 
You Do? ' 'Nothing. ' " 

That title always springs to mind, 
and I am sorely tempted to 
paraphrase it, when someone aslcs 
me about WGN-TV 's alleged new 
status in the T V industry. 

"How does it feel to be a super­
s t i t i on? " 

" I ' m not sure. " — 

"What will y d * Ve doing that's 
dIfAsfent?" 

"Very l i t t le ." 

Firstly, 1 doubt very much that 
W G N - T V yet qualifles for that 
eulted title. 

I 'm reminded of a story about 
composer George Gershwin shortly 
after he broke upon the musical 
world. He was going sailing with 
friends one day, and his new-found 
affluence permitted him to outfit 
himself with epaulets, gold braid, 
and all the trappings of a handsome 
uniform. 

"How do I look, Mama? " he 
asked his mother. 

" B y me, George, you're a sea 
captain. But ask yourself, by sea 
captains, are you a sea captain?" 

I suppose by the several common 
carriers who saw fit to select W G N -
T V for transmission to cable com­
panies Ihroughoui the country, 
perhaps W ( ; N - T V is a super-
station. But, frankly, we at W G N -
T V arc not yet buying any epaalets 
or gold braid. For whatever status 
we might a t t a i n w h i c h is 
dif ferent—or better—than we 
presently enjoy, we must wait for 
the ultimate judge—and that is the 
audience. Whatever impact is made 
on thai collective decision will 
decide whether we are welcomed in­
to any sizable new number of 
homes. But at the same time, we are 
in a game with inherited rules. And 
Washington can instantly change 
those rules. It has been known to 
have happened before. 

As to what may or should be 
done which is any different than 
what we are presently doing, there 
is no manual, no recipe book, nor 
any handbook one can look at to 
find out what is ahead. 

C H I C A G O ' S S A T I S F I E D 

. We are certain of one thing: 
whatever we have been doing in the 
past is apparently eminently 
satisfactory to our Chicago-area 
audience. And it apparently made 
some impact on the several com­
mon carriers who looked to W G N -
T V for their first venture into 
satellite distribution. 

Chicago is a large, sprawling city. 
It has, obviously, prime impact on 
its inhabitants. In the midwest, it is 
the largest—and nation-wide, it is 
number two, or three, depending 
upon what criteria you select. 

But whether it is any different in 
tastes isn't a measurable evaluation. 
There are time zone differences, 
certainly—but are there any discer­
nible characteristics (perhaps other 
than the nightly weathercast) bet­
ween the audience around the T V 
sets in Cicero, and the audience in 
luneais, Alaska? " I ' m not sure ! " 

1 fee! that the American audience 
• ,^a)g..iy a homogenized audience, 
snt l jvto some degree—TV is 

ijes^onsibie for this. In the very 
earlyl,days of radio, it was not 
difficult to listen to an announcer 
from New York, and (sitting in the 
midwest) mentally register that this 
voice bespoke "New Y o r k . " Now, 
a Nebraska-born announcer , 
transplanted to Manhattan, can 
become a correspondent, engaged 
in a press conference in the deep 
South, and the entire dialogue is 
devoid of any regionalism. 

R E G I O N A L I S M ' S G O N E 

There is very little regionalism 
left in our country, and very little 
attention need be paid to any 
r e g i ona l d i f f e r ences i n 
entertainment-appeal. ( I admit that 
a newscast covering the day's 
activities in Chicago's City Council 
may cause a viewer in Escondido, 
Calif . , to ponder as to what is going 
on—but perhaps we merely log that 
telecast as "Educa t i on , " rather 
than "News " . 

Undeniably, there will be some 
impact on the business aspect of our 
operation—but what will it be? 
" I ' m not sure . " 

Firstly, any audience gains~must 
be achieved. Secondly, if a viable 
measurement can be achieved, and 
i f this measurement w i l l be 
accepted, remains ahead. 

And, once that is settled, we may 
(repeat, may) have some fix on 
whether this brave new world is 
costing us more, or gaining us 
more! " I don't know. " 

P rog ram suppl ie rs eye u " 
anxiously, and are not really certain 
as to whether we should be regarded 
as the "customer of o ld , " or the 
"threat of the future." " I don't 
know . " 

It stands to reason that if we are 
finally gaining more, the gains will 
not be without some cost to us. I f 
there are any windfalls in our 
future—and that's a gigantic " I F , " 
we are not so naive to presume that 
it is to be free and clear. 

We are presently wrestling as to 
what the yet-untried Copyright 
Tribunal might mean to us. " I 
don't know. " 

Indeed, program suppliers and 
holders of copyrights on programs 
whose distribution we may extend 
may f ind themselves reaping 
benefits not even anticipated—or 
dreamed of. 

E V O L U T I O N 

I don't believe that the new worid 
of satellites, and transponders, and 
earth stations signals any radical 
new departure that hasn't already 
been seen. The creeping sprawl of 
cable throughout the densely-
populated east coast has already 
created an impact oh audience 
which may be equated to < veral 
super-stations, and in quite a few 
instances, this goes v i r tual ly 
unrecognized. 

Of one thing we will be certain. 
There will be no universal elevating 
or depressing of the industry. Some 
operations will reap benefits and 
others will suffer, in varying 
degrees. 
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TheLernerrV&RadioReport 
Th<it's right—Bedside -
Network helps hospitals 

By J E K R Y F I E L D O 
T H E B E D S I D E Network is just what the name of the 

organization implies; it's a network that operates at 
hospital bedsides, restricting its service to the four 
Veterans administration hospitals in the Chicagoland area. 

The organization is composed of personalities from the 
major radio stations in thC'City and the four major TV 
stations. WGN-TV. WMAQ-TV, WBBM-TV and WLS-TV. 

The organization has four "crews" out in the VA 
hospitals each week, offering sing-a-longs, celebrity visits, 
and having the patients read parts as old radio scripts are 
re-enacted. There are about 4,000 hospitalized vets in the 
four VA hospitals. 

The Chicago group is one of seven tied in nationally 
with the Veterans Hospital Radio and TV guild. 

The coordinators of five programs for the four y 
hospitals are J im and C(HUiie Callahan, both weU-known 
actors in Chicago. 

Very little has been written about the Bedside 
Network, as with so many of Chicago personalities who 
offer their time and talents. Their primary goal is to . 
entertain and offer a public service without fanfare. The 
Bedside Network has been operating each week in Chicago 
for the past 10 years. 

Some of the more active members of the network are 
John Hultman (WBBM-Radto), chairman; Dave Baum f 
(WIND), co-chairman, and a few members of the ' 
governing council are B i l l Wnb ef WGN, Burt Sberwooi,, 
vice president and general manager of WMAQ-Radio; 
Harvey Wittenberg of WLQO. Ann Williams ttfWBBM-FM. 
John Callaway of WTTW, aad abont a dozen more wtw will 
be named in continuing mentkms (rf the Bedside Network's 
programs for vets. 

Connie and J im Call«h«B*i ^ ^ r a m U to have the 

3 patients be "active, not passive," which is the major 
motivation behind the reenactraent of the radio scripts. In 
a competition of more than 40 hospitals, the six finalists in 
the national contest are to be judged in New York this 
coming month. Three of the finalists are Chicago hospitals 

The old radio scripts are recorded on tape with sound 
effects J im and Connie supply, then played for the patients 
over the hospital's own radio network. Connie and Jim are 
looking for men to lead the sing-a-longs and piano players. 
Cal l the Callahans any weekday morntag at 493-2244. 

2''I: 
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Tower 
Ticker 
By Aaron Gold 

WHAT T H E Y D ID For Love: Tony 
Teague had the sorry task of informing 
the rest of the " A Chorus L i n e " cast 
that played the Shubert for 11 months 

last year that the backstage doorman, Hank Gorman, 
had died. He had been great to everyone connected 
with the show; he loved it, especially the song, 
"What I Did Fo r Love." To show their love, the cast • 
paid for Gorman's headstone. 

T H E NEWS THAT the City Centmni Corp. is eon* 
verting Parte Place and Boardwalk to condomininms 
has nothing'to do with the game Monopoly. Tbefn 
the two latest buildings to convert to condo. Board* , 
walk (at Montrose and Clarotdon avenue ) tenants ' 
ahready received thdr notices, aad P a r k Place (655 
W. Irv ing Park Rd.) residents wlQ get their notices 
next week. Oiu- town's real estate bn&ers are rush* 
ing conversions for fear of a condo moratorium. . . . 
More than 10,000 people jammed the Esquire Theater 

. over the weekend to see "The Deer Hunter." And 
the extraordinary film (which received four-star ra t ' 
ings from critics at Chicago's daily newspapers) 
grossed an extraordinary $44,500 for nine shiovra. 

T H E NEW Y O R K producers of John Guare's "Bos< 
oms and Neglect," playing here at the Goodman 
Theater vrith Paul Rndd. Kate Reid, and Marian 
Mercer, hope to move it to Broadway before tfaas 
May 6 Tony Awards cutoff d a t e . . . . I f you want to 
see a beautiful new addition to Qiieago, cbedc out 
the newly finished facade on the M u s o m of Contem* 

Art at 237 E , Ontario S t . . . . Producer 
Frank Yddans had to tr im his "Ndrfli Dallas 40 " 
budget, and txiw won't be filming the big game 
scenes in Soldier Field, after a lL 

" ROY LEONARD HAD Sophia L m n practically in 
tears on his WGN radio show last week when he 
played "Here's To You , " a song Peggy Lee wrote 
that was recorded by Sophia's cme'time heart throb, 

' C a r y Grant, "The look on her face was priceless 
when we surprised her with i t , " said R^y, who cred' 
its the idea to his producer Pate Marina. . . . T h e . 
cast of "Scrambled Feet," opoung Wednesday at 
Drury Lane Water Tower, bought a smal l inflatable 
swimming pool for the show's duck to use when not 
on-stage. . . . Hooray for Chicago designer Maris 
Heister, who'll unveU his faU ooUcction Apri l 10 a t 
the Apparel Center and then take i t to New Yoife. 
Usuallv it'a th« c*'" w£ a m i n l 
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Circus brings joy 
to special children 
By Rudolph Unger 
MONDAY'S opening performance of 

the Shrine Circus at Medinah Temple 
was unusual. 

Not because of the acts. A l l the 
clowns, jugglers, trapeze artists, horses, 
dogs, tigers, and elephants—the usual 
attractions of a circus—were there. 

The difference was in the audience— 
4,500 youngsters, some blind, some deaf, 
some physically handicapped and in 
wheelchairs, some mentally handicap­
ped. 

They all were guests of the Lions 
Clubs of Chicago, whose special concern 
is such youngsters. And the guests had 
a ball enjoying the feats of daring, agili-
t; d skill . 

A L I T T L E BLIND girl from Deneen 
Elementary School, 7240 S. Wabash Av., 
leaned intently t o w a r d the stage as 
though she could see as she listened 
over earphones to ̂ GN-TVs ' Ray Ray-

j i e r vividly describe eacn action ana cd5^ 
7ume of the acrobats. ~ " 

The deaf youngsters from Bell Ele­
mentary School, 3730 N. Albany Av., 

smiled and gestured excitedly to one 
anotiier as their teacher, Jennifeh Fames, 
used sign language to tell them about 
Victor Julian and his dancing dogs. 

The youngsters in wheelchairs from 
the Holmes Elementary School, 955 W. 
Garfield Blvd., screamed with alarm 
and then cheered with relief as trapeze 
star IJOU Ann Jacobs svrang high over 
their heads, seemed to lose her griup, 
and then caught the swing with one leg. 

A mentally handicapped girl ' from the 
Seward Elementary School, 4600 S. Her­
mitage Av., bit her nails with fear as 
the 7 and 10-year-old boys of the Flying 
Gaonas swung dangerously from trapeze 
to trapeze, and then applauded happily 
as they reached their goals. 

Al l of the children were hushed with 
alarm when Herbie Weber fell heavily 
from his 15-foot-high tightrope to the 
stage floor and lay dazed momentarily. 
They cheered wildly as he courageously 
finished his difficult act. 

Yes, a grand time was had by al l . 

But 8-year-old Danny Dwyer of the 
Holmes school had one complaint for the 
Lions Club—"They had tigers, ele­
phants, but not my favorities—lions." 

T h e H e a r t ' s S u n l i g h t 

Hope i s one of m a n ' s most 
v a l u a b l e g i f t s . I t b l e s s e s 
every th ing w i th in i t s r ea ch , 

' and susta ins the soul i n the 
darkes t hours w i t h unfa i l ing 
strength. Hope i s the hea r t ' s 
sunl ight. T h e br ighter hope 
b u m s , the br ighter i t re f l ec ts 
upon the wo r l d , and putt ing i ts 
shine on another 's face i s to put 
the shine upon your own. 

THE SUWMY HERALD TV MAGAZINE WMI. .f M « r t 11 M.,ch : ; 

Bob Frisk 
S p o r t s eye 

B A S K E T B A L L I S A business, a part of the entertain­
ment industry, with vast f inancial dimensions. 

During the season, over 20,000 high schools, 600 junior 
colleges and 1,000 senior colleges hold games. E v e r y week 
700,000 high school students play in approximately 15,000 
contests. E a c h season 25,000 four-year college students 
perform in 12,500 games. 

We a l l know how long the National Basketbal l Assn. 
season drags on, with over 900 games each year and a 
series of playoffs that bounces into June. 

As a business and sport, basketball is a world within 
American society, complete with its own population, geog­
raphy, conflicts and resolutions. 

There may be times you feel you just can't get away 
from this distinctive social phenomenon and multi-million-
dollar business. I t ' s everywhere you turn. 

Get ready. I t ' s that time again when basketball w i l l be 
everywhere you turn. That is, if you turn the dials to Chan­
nels 2,5, 9 or 11. You may be spared if you stick with A B C 
and Channel 7. 

Professional basketball continues its march to the play­
offs for both the men and women, but the college and high 
school game is heating up with post-season tournaments, 
the highlight of any season. 

NBC wi l l give fans another complete look at the NCAA 
tournament, and that should guarantee choice viewing. 
N B C always does an impressive job with the march to the 
NCAA finals. 

WGN Television 9 in Chicago planned to have cameras 
at 27 different basketball games during March. 

The Chicago Bul ls wi l l be featured in six games; the 
Chicago Hustle of the Women's Basketbal l League were 
showcased ui a thril ler against Minnesota with more 
planned as the playoffs approach; the IHSA State Champi­
onship tournament for high school boys and girls in Illinois 
total 20 games in the WGN package. 

Educated viewers are gourmets who en i ' v a wide va r i ­
ety of basketball tastes, but most spectatois can't judge 
the contests they watch. They can't tell whether a match 
between two NBA doormats demonstrates a better quality 
of performance than between two college teams. 

They know only their feelings; the game left them 
bored, irritated, confused, thrilled. Those feelings w i l l get 
a real workout over the next three weeks. 
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Ray Rayner's long reign 
continues the merrymaking 
B y C h u c k F i e l d m a n 

1 H E A L A R M C I X I C K i n h i s No r thb roo l i l i o m c 
goes off a t S : 15. M u c h of th e t i m e he r i s e s t jefore t h e 
s u n does . 

B y S : » . h e i s a t w o t f c . 
" H o s t peop l e d o n ' t t h i n k t h e r u s h h o u r s t a r t s t h a t 

a i r i y . " h e o H « e d . " b u t b e U e v e m e , t h e r e ' s p l e n t y of 
t r a f f i c o u t t h e r e . " 

A t 8 : 4 5 b e s t r o i l s i n t o h i s d r e s s i n g r o o m a n d 
c h a n g e s i n t o h i s w o r k i n g c l o t h e s . 

A n y o u e e l s e w h o d r e s s e d f o r w o r k i n t h e p u r p l e 
j u m p s u i t h e d o n s p r o b a b l y w o u l d b e l a u g h e d a t . B u t 
fo r R a y R a y n e r . i t ' s p a r t o f t h e a c t , a n a c t t h a t h a s 
b e e n e n t e r t a i n i n g W G N - T V , ( S u m n e l 9, m o r n i n g 

f o r n e a r l y 17 y e a r s . 

" T O E R A Y R A Y N E R S h o w " i s a i r e d w e e k d a y s 
ban 7 to 8 :30 a . m . t o t h o u s a n d s of C J i i c a g o ^ a r e a 
v i e w e r s . [ F r o m S e p t 11 to D e c . 11 i t a l s o i s s h o w n on 
S a t u r d a y s , j 

R a y n e r a d m i t t e d t h e s h o w ' s r e p u t a t i o n i s t h a t of a 
d u l d r e n ' s s h o w . B u t h e po in t ed ou t t h e v i e w i n g 
a u d i e n c e i s n ' t l i m i t e d to c h i l d r e n . 

" I ' d s a y a b o u t 60 p e r c e n t o f t h e a u d i e n c e i s m a d e 
u p <d c h i l d r e n 2 to 11 y e a r s o l d , " 2 4 - y e a r N o r t h b r o o k 
r e a i d e n t s a i d . 

" B u t t h e o the r 40 p e r c e n t i s m a d e u p of t e en -age r s 
a n d a d u l t s . " 

M A N Y T E E N - A G E R S a n d a d u l t s t u n e i n h i s s h o w 
f o i t i l i n g s l i k e t h e t i m e , w e a t h e r , t r a f f i c r e p o r t s , a n d 
film h i ^ i l i g h t s o f C h i c a g o C u b g a m e s d u r i n g t h e 

T u n e s , e t c . ) w e r e m a d e f o r a d u l t s , " K a y n e r s a i d . 
" T h e y ' r e good c a r t o o n s . A n d t h e kid.s a r e n ' t t h e o n l y 
ones w h o en joy t h e m . " 

K a y n e r .said he n e v e r thought he w o u l d e n d u p 
do ing a n y t h i n g l i k e a c h i M r e n ' s s h o w . 

" I t w a s i n l a t e 1957 o r e a r l y 195« , " r e c a l l e d 
R a y n e r , w h o a t the t i m e w a s a s t a t i o n a n n o u n c e r 
a n d l i a d h i s o w n p o p u l a r m u s i c s h o w . ' " I T i e g e n e r a l 
s a l e s m a n a g e r [ o f W B B M - T V , w h e r e R a y n e r 
w o r k e d a t t h e t i m e ] s u g g e s t e d I do a c h i l d r e n ' s 
s h o w . 

" I W A S R E A L L Y a g a i n s t t h e i d e a , t o o , " h e 
c o n t i n u e d . " I t w a s a b i g d e p a r t u r e g o i n g i n t o 
c h i l d r e n ' s t e l e v i s i o n a n d I d i d n ' t t h i n k I ' d b e 
c o m f o r t a b l e . " 

B u t R a y n e r ' s o p i n i o n o f c h i l d r e n ' s t e l e v i s i o n 
c h a n g e d a s h e got m o r e e x p e r i e n c e i n i t 

" I l i k e d o i n g e n t e r t a i n m e n t on T V , " h e s a i d , " a a d 
i t s u r e l y a l l o w s for t h a t " 

R a y n e r m o v e d to W G N - T V i n I M l , a n d afant^rt 
i m m e d i a t e l y b e c a m e k n o w n a s Sg t . P c t t i b o o e o n 
" T h e D i c k T r a c y S h o w . " 

I N aa, H E took th e c l o w n p a r t of O U v e r O . O l i v e r 
on " B o z o ' s C i r c u s , " a p a r t t h a t h e k e p t f o r n i n e 
y e a r s . 

H e a l s o h a d th e s h o r t l i v e d |\9K^m \w " H o d k -
et to A d v e n t u r e . " 

H e g a v e u p a l l bu t h i s m o r n i f i K s h o w , w h i c h iM^gan 
i n N o v e m b e r , 1962, m a i n l y .so h e ' d h a v e m o r e t i m e 
to be i n v o l v e d i n t h e t h e a t e r . 

" I r e a l l y e n j o y t h e t h e a t e r , t o o , " b » N i d , " a n d I 

w a n t e d to b e a b l e t o s p e n d s o m e m a n t t a i e w W i i t I t 

g i v e s m e a c h a n c e t o ge t i n v o l v e d i n a n o t h e r t y p e of 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t " 
R A Y N E R L I V E S i n h i s N o r t h b r o o k h o m e w i t h h i s 

w i f e J e a n n e . T h e c o u p l e ' s t w o c h U d r e n , a d a u g h t e r , 
2 6 , a n d a s o n , 2 8 , n o l o n g e r r e s i d e i n t h e v i U a g e . 

" I r e a l l y l o v e N o r t h b r o o k , ' R a y n e r s a i d . I t s 
p r e t t y , a n d t h e peop le a r e r e a U y n i c e . " 

R a y n e r s a i d h e ' s f a r f r o m b e i n g h a n d y r o u n d t h e 
h o u s e . H e l i k e s to s p e n d h i s n o n w o r k i n g h o u r s 
r e a d i n g , p l a y i n g golf , a n d t r a v e l i n g . 

" O n e n i g h t I a l w a y s t r y t o b e h o m e i s o n 
H a l l o w e e n , " h e s a i d . " I r e a U y e n j o y the k i d s w h e n 
t h e c o m e a r o u n d . " , , j . j . 

T h e W G N - T V s t a r o b v i o u s l y h a s d e v e l o p e d a s o n 

spo t i n h i s h e a r t f o r c h i l d r e n . 
I N A D D I T I O N T O h i s s h o w , h e i s on t h e N o r t h ­

b r o o k E c u m e n i c a l C o m m i t t e e on Y o u t h a d v i s o r y 

" I ' m fo r a n y t h i n g t h a t h e l p s y o u t h , " h e s a i d . " N o t -
t h a t I h a v e a n e x p e r t i s e i n the [ y o u t h ] a r e a , 
b u t . . . " 

Ray Rayner's TV world hangs in stages on the base­
ment wall. Rayner admits at first he was against the idea 

of doing a children's show, but he changed his mind HS 
he gained more experience in that aspect of television. 
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£ a his proposal, she had 
to read the fine print 
Judy Moore 

This is a love story. A love story that end­
ed (or did It begin?) in a printed proposal and 
engagement on Valentine's. Day. This last 
Feb. 14, thanks to The Sun-Times' Valentine 
classified ad section, WGN's Wally Phillips, 
one of his staff members and a local singing 
telegram company, 20-year-old Dave Ralson 
and 20-year-old Eleanor O'Toole became en­
gaged. 

But to begin at the beginning. 
Ralson works as a crane operator for the 

Electro-MoUve Division of General Motors in 
L a Grange, and OH'oole is a cook and cashier 
for McDonald's in Burbank. They have lived 
a jlalf mile away from each other al l their 
lives but it wasn't until just a few years ago, 
during their high school days, that they met. 

Their romance has had its ups and downs. 
And itftwi last month, Ralson, a real roman-
tiCt AciiSedi he wanted to make his marriage 
prOfKMal memorable. So he arranged for a 
$15, eight-line ad in The Sun-Times that 
read: 

Eleanor O'Toole 
Happy Valentine's Day 

How would you like to take 
a Caribbean Cruise May, 1980? 

One Catch. . 
A l l you have to do is. . . 

M A R R Y ME! 
Love, Dave 

The ad, one of 11,168, appeared on page 
20, column I , the fourth ad from the top. 
This innocent little 1H square inches started 
something. 

Marilyn Miller, producer of WGN's daily 
ttliy Phi Waliy Phillips^ Show, called Dave and told 

hfih tiiat Wally Phillips would be at his ser­
vice to provide the right atmosphere for the 
moment when his girl friend would read the 
proposal in the paper. 

" I told Dave we would do anything we 
could to help set the mood, such as sending 
them to a romantic restaurant, or having 

them on the air. After some thought, he 
called me back about 8 p.m., and said he 
would go on the air the following morning," 

GOING ON T H E radio sounded like fun to 
Ralson 

"They told me they Would send me tickets 
for dinner for two," he said. 

Other sponsor gifts he has received as a 
result of being on the show have included a 
book of Green Stamps, a $10 gift certificate 
to the A&P, a $ 1 0 gift certificate to True 
Value hardware stores, and a gift certificate 
for "A Sweetheart Bowl-O-Beauty" (a pre­
served rose in a glass bowl on a heart-
shaped stand) from Amlings Flowerland. 

In the meantime, Ralson set the scene 
With his girl friend. 

"Dave told me to take the day off (Feb, 
14) from work so we could go snowmobil-
ing, " she said. "He told me to be at his house 
by 9 a.m. otherwise my present would 
melt." 

O'Toole arrived on time. After they ex­
changed presents—-he gave her an old-fa­
shioned porcelain pendant—she gave him 
three record albums—the phone rang and 
Ralson asked O'Toole to answer it. 

" I t was his sister," she said. "She asked 
me if I was engaged yet. I didn't know what 
she was talking about so I handed the phone 
to Dave and he said, 'Not yet.' Then the 
phone rang again, and it was Wally Phillips. 
He asked me if I knew my name was In the 
paper. I hadn't read the paper yet." 

A T T H A T POINT, Dave ran across the 
room clutching the Feb. 14 issue of The Sun-
Times, opened to the right page; 

"There's a guy that's really crazy about 
you," said: Phillips. "We'd be glad to do any­
thing we can, if the idea makes any sense to 
you. If it's a total loser idea to you, I 
wouldn't want to cause you any trouble." 

Since O'Toole didn't protest, Phillips read 
the newspaper proposal to her over the 

phone. Sobs could be heard at 
the other end of the telephone. 
Then came another proposal 
via a singing telegram service. 

"What we 'd like to do is try ; -. 
to happy up your Valentine's 
Day a little bit, by using the 
people at Tele-Tune to send a 
message from him to you, 
since all is fair in love and 
war, right?," said Phillips. 

Then Perr i Lou Glazer, 
owner of Tele-Tune got on the 
phone. 

"Eleanor, we have a spoclnl 

song for you," said Glazer. " I 
think you w i l l find It perti­
nent and Important. Here's 
Peggy to sing it to you." 

Her reaction? 
" I cried," said O'Toole. " I 

realized an hour later, after 
everything calmed down and 
the program was over (and 
she had stopped sobbing) that 
I had never given him my an­
swer. I finally said yes, and 
Dave made me put my answer 
on tape, since I had it in wri t­
ing,- he had to have it on 
tape." 

R A L S O N E X P L A I N E D he ê ;̂ 
wanted his engagement to 
O'Toole to be a memorable 

event. 
"Everybody gets engaged 

around Christmas or on birth­
days," he said. " I wanted to 
be different. When you lead a 
humdrum life, it 's nice to talk 
about yourself. I never went 
to college, or anything like 
that, so I f igured people 
would either laugh at me or 
not." 

O'Toole's diamond engage­
ment ring won't be ready for 
at least eight weeks. But they 
have set the date. They ' l l be 
getting married at a 3 p.m. , 
mass at Saint Bede's church ~ 
on May 17, 1980. A family-
style dinner reception for 250 

guests Is planned. And a one-
week honeymoon to the Ca­
ribbean is also on the sched-

Ralson and O'Toole have 
lived in the same neighbor­
hood all their lives. However, 
they didn't meet until their ju­
nior year at Bogan High 
School, when a mutual friend 
arranged a date. ^ 

"When I first met him I 
liked him, but after a month I 
wanted to break up," said 
O'Toole. "But he stole my 
high school ring. One day he 
asked to see my ring ' and 
drove off v/ith it. So I ;ept 

« going out with him and decid-
' ed I liked him again. Now I 

am positive I want to marry 
h im. " 

He would drive past the 
house every single night at a 
certain time, looking for her. 
She, in turn, would make sure 
she was outside, whether it 
rained or snowed. 

"Now my mom always tells 
me how clean-cut Dave i s , " 
said O'Toole. "They are real 
happy we're engaged because 
they think a lot of Dave." 
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Chteago Tribuha, Tuesday, MafCh 13,1979' 

Gary 
Deeb 
TV-ritfoofttkJ 

• T H E R O T T E N January weather speUed snccest 
In the audience ratings for Chicago's major AM 
radio information outlets. ApparenUy. when the snow 
hit, listeners tuned more heavily than normal to 

, WGN, WBBM, and WIND. 
I Chicago's top 10 stations, according to Arbitron's 

'Jamiary measurement, are J K i a L J V ^ B M , WLOO-
F M , WMAQ, WLS, WEND, W B B B r P M , WLAK-FM, 
WVdN. and (in a tie for 10th) W F Y R - F M , W C U U 
F M , and WLUP-FM. 

The numbers represent another setback for W U , ! 
« ^ h hasn't suffered such mediocre ratings sinet ~ 
•bout 1960. Hurting even worse is W D A i m w W A 
fell from its already abysmal ratings aftsc wlftlBg 
to "white-bread disco." WDAI now is 23d on tba >|ir* 

|iRron listening chart. 
- Some executive heads are set to roll because of 

' fee audience results: Roger Skolnick, program direc­
tor at WDAI for the last two years, reportedly i s 
about to be ousted; and Bobby Christian, prograna I 
chief at WMET-FM. is heading back to PittsbuTj*. • ? 

• FOLLOWING T H E success of "The New A V M H * 
gers" as its late-night Fr iday offering, CBS is going 
overseas for anoth<n> Hrst-run British adventure 
series that wil l be a sequel to a previously popular 
program. 

"The Return of the Saint." with Ian Ogilvy in fl» 
roie originated a decade ago by Roger Moore, has 
been purchased for late-night telecast, probably once 
^ week starting next fall. Ogilvy is known to Amerl-
«an viewers as the husband of Elizabeth Bellannr i n 
,:*'Upstairs. Downstaks." 

': "The New Avengers" has been capturing a big 
viewership for CBS on Friday nights. The program 
runs a strong second to Johnny Carson on NBC and 
clobbers reruns of "Bare t ta " on ABC. 

• A T L E A S T TWO of WLS^Ch, 9'f Mjffvle'* 
telecasts this week ought to be M^i/^ by anybody 
interested in seeing a complete iitotion lecture. 



Hold m start 
your career in 

photography 
the way many 
success fu l photographers 
have—by participating in 

your C a m e r a Club Contes t ! 

Enter your favorite pic now. You may 
be pleasantly surpr ised when you find 
it on display with the winners. 

ENTRY FORM 
Date: 
Title: 
Submitted by: 
Department: 
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• • • C h i c a g o ribune 
M a g a z i n e March 4 ,1979 

jThe glory days 
of Chicago radio 
Once we were the home base for a myriad of radio shows alive 
with drama, comedy, adventure, and mystery—shows with 
characters like Ma Perkins, Tom Mix, Captain Midnight, Amos 'n' 
Andy, Vic and Sade. And then, little by little, we weren't. 

By Clifford Terry 
I n the 1930s a n d '40s, t h e r e s e e m i n g l y 
w e r e mo r e r a d i o p r o g r a m s o r i g i n a t i n g 
o u t of C h i c a g o t h a n C h i q u i t a h a d 
b a n a n a s o r G r a n d C e n t r a l S t a t i on h a d 
p r i v a t e l i v e s , 

" I n the f i r s t p l a c e , t h e c i t y w a s c e n ­
t r a l l y l o ca t ed for the t i m e d i f f e r e n c e s . " 
s a y s r a d i o - h i s t o r i a n C h u c k S c h a d e n 
' s e e page 32 ) . " B e f o r e t h e y c a m e u p 
w i t h t r a n s c r i p t i o n s , y o u c o u l d do the 
show l i v e a n d not h a v e a t e r r i b l e t i m e 
w a r p on e i t h e r c o a s t . A l s o , mos t of t h e 
m a j o r ad a g e n c i e s h a d t h e i r m a i n o f f i ce 
h e r e 

" M a n y p e o p l e got t h e i r b r e a k i n 
' ; h ; b r o . i d c a s t j n ^ . 1 o n c e i n t e r -
viewe<l a w o m a n who w a s a c a s t i n g 
d i r e c t o r i n those d a y s . S h e r e m e m b e r e d 
she cou ldn ' t f ind jobs for two y o u n g 
r a d i o a c t o r s . T h e y w e r e r e a l l y down i n 
the d u m p s a n d r e a d y to c a l l it q u i t s . 
F i n a l l y , a job c a m e u p — the show w a s 
' L i ' I A b n e r ' — a n d one got t h e t i t l e r o l e 
a n d the o ther w a s m a d e a n n o u n c e r . 
T h e i r n a m e s w e r e J o h n Hod i ak a n d 

^ Durwood K i r b y , " 

t Hod i ak . of c o u r s e , w e n t on to m a k e 
s u c h f i l m s a s " S u n d a y D i n n e r for a 
So ld i e r " " A B e l l for A d a n o , " a n d " T h e 
H a r v e y G i r l s . " w h i l e K i r b y b e c a m e 
bes t -known a s G a r r y M o o r e ' s t e l e v i s i on 
s i d e k i c k B u t t h e r e w e r e o ther p a i r i n g s 
now m o r e f a m i l i a r l y l i n k e d i n m e m o r y . 
I n 1925 t w o o t h e r y o u n g m e n — 
F r p a m a n f rps f i pn 3 f o r m e r tobacco 
s a l e s m a n f r o m R i c h m o n d , v a , . a n d 
l .Mr i j . 'S L O I T e l l . a o n e t i m e b r i c k l a y e r 

TiMn PtMJI U — M'el'e Af iP^af l f lg a s a 
s ing ing t e a m he r e on s t a t i o n W E B H . 
r e c e i v i n g f r ee d i n n e r s a s t h e i r p a y 
( T h e c a l l l e t t e r s stood t o r E d g e w a t e r 
B e a c h Ho t e l , w h e r e the s tud i o w a s lo­
c a t e d ) L a t e r , someone sugges ted t h e y 
c o m e u p w i t h a c o m i c - s t r i p - l i k e pro ­
g r a m , a n d i n 1926 they m o v e d o v e r to 
W G S a n d c r e a t e d S a m ' n ' H e n r y . Neg-
ro-<lialect c h a r a c t e r s who . two y e a r s 
l a t e r , b e c a m e ( a t W M A Q ) A m o s ' n ' 
A n d y a n d g a v e the w o r i d s u c h i m m o r t a l 
p h r a s e s a s " H o l d de p h o n e , " " H o l y 
m a c k ' e l . " a n d " I ' s e r e g u s t e d , " T h e 
twosome — G o s d e n a s A m o s , C o r r e l l a s 
A n d y — r a n the F r e s h - A i r T a x i c a b 
C o m p a n y of A m e r i c a , I n c o r p u l a t c d , a n d 
w e r e a l s o m e m b e r s of t h e M y s t i c 
K n i f i h l s of the S<;a lo<lge. p r es ided o v e r 
by I1.S K i n g f L s h . " f t o i r g e S t e v e a s (al.so 
p l a y ed by ( j o s d e n ) O t h e r c h a r a c t e r s 
inc luded U g h t n i n ' , .Shorty the [ iart>er. 
M a d a m e Qw-rn. a n d ~ l ong b e f o r e 
W a t e r g a t e — a l a w y e r n a m e d 
S t o n e w a l l 

Jim and Marian Jordan as Fibber McGee and Molly in 1935. 

I n 1929 the 15-minute p r o g r a m wen t 
n e t w o r k a n d q u i c k l y b e c a m e so popu l a r 
t h a t m o v i e t h e a t e r s w o u l d s c h e d u l e 
s h o w i n g s a r o u n d it a n d d e p a r t m e n t 
s t o r e s w o u l d p i p e i n b r o a d c a s t s . I t 
m o v e d to H o l l y w o o d i n 1937. w e n t to 
h a l f a n h o u r i n 1943. a n d i n 1951 b e c a m e 
a ( d e c i d e d l y i n f e r i o r ) T V s h o w . ' w h i c h 
w a s a t t a c k e d by the N A A C P a s t end ing 
to " s t r e n g t h e n the c o n c l u s i o n a m o n g 
u n i n f o r m e d o r p r e j u d i c e d people that 
Neg roes a r e i n f e r i o r , l a z y , d u m b , a n d 
d i s h o n e s t . " D u r i n g i t s r a d i o d a y s , s u c h 
ob j ec t i ons a p p a r e n t l y w e r e n ' t w i d e l y 
vo i c ed , " I n e v e r r e a d a l i n e about a n y ­
one b e i n g upse t by i t . " s a y s S c h a d e n 
" W h e n it w e n t on T V . the N A A C P w a s 
t r y i n g to f l ex i t s m u s c l e s , a n d the show 

• Gosden and Cofrell d idn l stay on a s actofs, 
ol course, hui were active n producmq Itie 
show, Correll died in Ihe early '60s at age 
82. and Gosden at last ropon w a s m poor 
health in his home m Beverly Hills, Cat, 

b e c a m e a t r e m e n d o u s f o c a l po in t . B u t 
' A m o s ' n ' A n d y ' w a s no m o r e de roga t ­
o r y to b l a c k people t h a n T h e L i f e of 
R i l e y ' w a s to the I r i s h o r L i f e W i t h 
L u i g i ' to I t a l i a n s o r ' T h e G o l d b e r g s ' to 
J e w s , I t w a s j u s t comedy" 

A n o t h e r s u c c e s s f u l c o u p l e w e r e the 
J o r d a n s — J i m a n d h i s w i f e , M a r i a n — 
f o r m e r v a u d e v i l l i a n s f r o m P e o r i a w h o 
m a d e t h e i r r a d i o debut i n 1924 o v e r 
W I B O i n R o g e r s P a r k a s the s i n g i n g 
O ' H e n r y T w i n s . I n l a t e r y e a r s t h e y 
m o v e d on to t w o c o m e d y s e r i e s , " T h e 
S m i t h F a m i l y " a n d " T h e S m a c k o u t s , " 
w h i c h i n 1935 j e l l e d into " F i b b e r M c G e e 
a n d M o l l y " a n d . a f t e r m o v i n g to H o l ­
l ywood i n 1939. s t a y e d on th e a i r u n t i l 
1952 * T h e i r a d d r e s s n e v e r c h a n g e d — 
'79 W i s t f u l V i s t a — a n d n e i t h e r d i d t h e 
c r a s h i n g a n d c l a t t e r i n g of — h e a v e n l y 

" Marian died in 1961. and her husband is 
Irving in California, where he h a s appeared 
on such T V programs a s "Ctiico and Itie 
Man"' and ' F l y ing High." 

d a y s — the h a l l c l o s e t . T h e i r a c q u a i n t 
a n c e s i n c l u d e d D o c G a m b l e , h e n p e c k e d 
W a l l a c e W i m p l e ( m a r r i e d to h i s "b ig , 
f a t w i f e . S w e e t y F a c e " ) , M a y o r L a 
T r i v i a , the O l d T i m e r , " S i s " ( t h e l i t t l e 
g i r l -nex t -doo r w h o k e p t b u g g i n g F i b b e r 
a n d w a s a l s o p l a y e d by M a r i a n J o r ­
d a n ) , a n d t w o c h a r a c t e r s w h o s p u n off 
into s h o w s of t h e i r o w n — T h r o c k m o r ­
t on P G i l d e r s l e e v e ( p l a y e d b y H a l 
P e a r y ) a n d th e b l a c k m a i d . B e u l a h 
( " Somebody b a w l for B e u l a h ? " ) . o r i g i ­
n a l l y p l a y e d by a white man. M a r l i n 
H u r t . 

S t i l l a n o t h e r p o p u l a r t w o s o m e w a s 
A r t V a n H a r v e y a n d B e m a r d m e F l y n n . 
p l a y i n g V i c a n d S a d e G o o k . who l i v e d 
w i t h t h e i r s o n . R u s h , i n " t h e l i t t l e h o u s e 
h a l f w a y u p the n e x t b l o ck " i n C r o o p e r . 
I l l . w h e r e V i c w o r k e d fo r C o n s o l i d a t e d 
K i t c h e n w a r e C o m p a n y . O t h e r s popp ing 
u p on the P a u l R h y m e r - w r i t t e n " V i c 
a n d S a d e " s h o w — w h i c h r a n f r o m 1932 
to 1946 — i n c l u d e d R u t h i e S t e m b o t t o m . 
S a d e ' s f r i e n d w h o h u n g out a t the w a s h -
r a g s a l e s a t Y a m e l t o n ' s D e p a r t m e n t 
S t o r e ; J a k e G u m p o x , the g a r b a g e m a n ; 
B l u e T o o t h J o h n s o n ; H a n k G u t s t o p ; 
S m e l l y C l a r k ; C h a r l e y R a z o r s c u m ; 
I s h i g a n F i s h i g a n of S i s h i g a n . M i c h i g a n ; 
a n d i d e n t i c a l t w i n s R o b e r t a n d Slot)b<;rt 
H i n k , I n 1949. J a m e s T h u r b e r noted i n 
T h e N e w Y o r k e r : " I h a v e been to ld t h a t 
E d g a r L e e M a s t e r s a s s e s s e d V i c a n d 
S a d e ' a s t h e fine.st tj-pe of A m e r i c a n 
h u m o r o f i t s e r a . " a n d f i v e y e a r s l a t e r 
J o h n O ' H a r a w r o t e : " ' S ome of those 
s k e t c h e s w e r e a s good a s M a r k T w a i n 
fo r s m a l l - t o w n h u m o r . " 

I h e f i r s t c o m m e r c i a l s t a t i o n i n 
C h i c a g o h a d b e e n K Y W ( W e s t i n g -
h o u s e ) , w h i c h s t a r t e d on Nov , 11 , 1921. 
a top th e C o m m o n w e a l t h E d i s o n B u i l d ­
i n g ( T h e f i r s t s t a t i o n s i n the c o u n t r y to 
b r o a d c a s t o n a r e g u l a r b a s i s h a d b e e n 
K D K A . P i t t s b u r g h , a n d W W J . D e t r o i t , 
the p r e v i o u s y e a r ) T h e i n i t i a l s e a s o n of 
K Y W w a s d e vo t ed to b r o a d c a s t i n g t h e 
e n t i r e s e a s o n of t h e C h i c a g o C i v i c Op­
e r a , w h o s e g e n e r a l d i r e c t o r w a s M a r y 
G a r d e n , h e r s e l f a f o n i i e r s t a r s o p r a n o . 
T h a t s a m e y e a r t w o y o u n g w i r e l e s s 
f a n s . T h o m e D o n n e l l y a n d E l U o t J e n ­
k i n s , f ounded s t a t i o n 9 C T , w h i c h be­
c a m e W D A P i n 1922. w a s m o v e d f r o m 
t h e W r i g l e y B u i l d i n g to the D r a k e 
H o t e l , a n d w a s p u r c h a s e d b y t h e 
C h i c a g o B o a r d of T r a d e for the b r o a d ­
c a s t i n g of g r a i n r e c e i p t s . 

I n 1921 t h e r e r e p o r t e d l y w w e 1.3(» 
r e c e i v e r s i n the C h i c a g o a r e a , a n d b y 
t h e e n d of 1922 m o r e t h a n 20.000. T h a t 

Chicago Tntxme Magazine 



w«B I h e y e a r the C h i c a i t o D a i l y N e w s 
anci the l- 'air S to re l a u n c h e d VICAI -
w h i c h b w a m e W M A Q a few m o n t h s 
l a t e r - w i t h s tud ios i n a c o m e r of Uie 
d e i w r t m e n t s t o r e I n 1923 t h e D a i l y 
N e w s bought out the F a i r a n d m o v e d 
the s t a t i on to the L a S a l l e f l o t f l a n d 
then the n e w s p a p e r ' s o w n b u i l d i n g u n ­
t i l , i n 1929. i t w a s a c q u i r e d by N B C a n d 
ended u p i n i t s pres4;nt l o ca t i on , the 
M e r c h a n d i s e M a r t • 

Al.so i n 1923 the C h i c a g o T r i b u n e pur­
c h a s e d W D A P a n d c h a n g e d I h e c a l l 
l e t t e r s lo^HiN ( W o r l d ' s G r e a t e s t N e w s ­
p a p e r ) . I n the n e x t t w o o r t h r e e y e a r s , 
mo r e a c r o n y m s fo l l owed. I n add i t i on to 
W E B H — owned by Z e n i t h R a d i o Corpo­
r a t i on i n coopera t i on w i t h the E d g e w a ­
te r B e a c h — the r e w a s W E N R , owned 
by the E N . R a u l i n s C o m p a n y , a n d 
W L S ( W o r l d ' s L a r g e s t S t o r e ) , ope ra t ed 
by .S»?ars R o e b u c k ( a n d l a t e r so ld to 
P r a i r i e F a r m e r m a g a z i n e ) . B y 1925 
t h e r e w e r e about 40 s t a t i ons i n the a r e a , 
i n c l u d i n g W J J D . o wn ed by the L o y a l 
O r d e r of the Moose, a n d W B B M . w h i c h 
h a d been s t a r t e d by t w o b r o t h e r s . H . 
L e s l i e a n d R a l p h A t l a s s . i n the base ­
m e n t of t h e i r S h e r i d a n R o a d h o m e a n d 
w h i c h s p e c i a l i z e d , to the h o r r o r of 
m a n y , i n j a z z . 

T h e p r o g r a m s i n th i s d e c a d e a n d the 
n e x t w e r e l i v e , of c o u r s e , w h i c h kep t 
e v e r y o n e h o p p i n g . " Y o u go t m o r e 
k e y e d u p t h a n you do these d a y s w h e n 
t h e y ' r e t a p e d . " s a y s P a u l B a r n e s , a n 
a c t o r p e r h a p s best r e m e m b e r e d for 
p l a y i n g C a p t a i n M idn i gh t . ' T h e i m ­
m e d i a c y of i t got th e a d r e n a l i n e go ing 
Y o u l i v e d on n e r v e s , a n d of c o u r s e 
th e r e w e r e a g r ea t m a n y u l c e r s i n the 
f i e ld T h e r e w e r e a l w a y s the s t a n d a r d 
goofs — dropped s c r i p t s , f lu f f ed l i n e s — 
p l u s the un fo r eseen e v e n t s . O n c e , o n 
' T h e G u i d i n g L i g h t . ' m y l e a d i n g l a d y 
w a s v e r y p r e g n a n t — th e e n g i n e e r e a c h 
d a y h a d to t i l t the m i k e c l o s e r a n d 
c l o se r t o w a r d h e r — a n d d u r i n g one 
scene I s a i d the l i n e . O h . d a r l i n g . I l ove 
you so, ' a n d jus t then h e r t u m m y g u r g -
l i t l - a l l o v e r the N B C n e t w o r k . A l s o , 
in those d a y s W M A Q a n d W E N R w e r e 
in the s a m e s tud ios , w i t h i n t e r c h a n g e ­
ab l e s t a f f s 1 r e m e m b e r a n a n n o u n c e r , 
V i n n i e P e l l e t i e r . s a y i n g one d a y a t a 
s t a t i o n b r e a k : T h i s i s W M A Q , C h i c a g o . 

. No, I bog y o u r p a r d o n , th i s i s 
W E N R , C h i c a g o . . . . No . by go l l y , it i s 
W M A Q • 

" M a n y t i m e s y o u r fun . l o v ing f e l l ow 
p e r f o r m e r s w o u l d t r y to b r e a k you up . 
T o w a r d the end of W o r l d W a r I I . How­
a r d M i l l e r w a s p r o g r a m d i r e c t o r a t 
W.1.ID. a n d he d t r y to b r e a k u p h i s o w n 
staff — w h i c h d i dn ' t m a k e m u c h s ense 
to m e H e ' d set f i r e to m y s c r i p t s , for 
i n s t a n c e , o r m o l d s u s p i c i o u s . l o o k i n g 
s h a p e s out of p e a n u t bu t t e r a n d b r i n g 
t h e m in t o the s tud io on a p i ece of 
pape r " 

R i t a Asco t B o y d , who p l a y e d M a P e r ­
k i n s ' d augh t e r F a y for 16 y e a r s , r e c a l l s 
the t i m e in .New Y o r k w h e n he r i n ­
tended r e a d i n g . " T h e Vo i c e of F i r e ­
s tone . " a c t u a l l y c a m e out " T h e V i c e of 
F i r e s t o n e . " a n d the t i m e i n C h i c a g o 
w h e n one s e gmen t of " M a P e r k i n s " h a d 
a n e s p e c i a l l y s a d end ing ~- a b a b y d i ed 
— c a u s i n g a n n o u n c e r D i c k W e l l s to 
s t a r t c r y i n g a s he wont into the c o m ­
m e r c i a l ,̂  . - . . . ' ^ i ' -

B e r s i d e s " A m o s ' n ' A n d y , " " F i b b e r 
Mc<;ec a n d M o l l y , " a n d " V i c a n d 

• The M . 3 twa i Bfoadcastinq Ckxnpany in ihe 
20s and 30s opefaied Iwo netwoAs -
called Ih8 Blue and ihe Red — and was 
forced 10 sell one by the qovommenl dunnq 
the early 40s. when Iho Blue became the 
American Broadcaslrig Comparry 

S a d e . " t h e r e w e r e o the r " b i g t i m e " 
s h o w s out of C h i c a g o . D r a m a t i c prog­
r a m s l i k e " C u r t a i n T i m e , " " G r a n d 
H o t e l . " " K n i c k e r b o c k e r P l a y h o u s e , " 
a n d " F i r s t N i g h t e r " ( b r ough t to y o u 
f r o m " T h e L i t t l e T h e a t e r O f f T i m e s 
S q u a r e . " w h e r e " M r . F i r s t N i g h t e r " 
w a s s h o w n to h i s s e a t b y a n u s h e r j u s t 
b e i o r e the c u r t a i n ) : " T h e B r e a k f a s t 
C l u b , " w i t h Don M c N e i l l ; " T h e Q u i z 
K i d s , " w i t h l o c a l s c h o o l c h i l d r e n ; " T h e 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Qacago R o u n d T a b l e " 
( t h e f i r s t r e g u l a r n e t w o r k s h o w to w i n a 
P e a b o d y A w a r d ) ; B o b E l s o n i n t e r v i e w ­
i n g r i d e r s on the T w e n t i e t h - C e n t u r y 
L i m i t e d ; T o m m y B a r t i a t (of l a t e r W i s ­
c o n s i n D e l l s f a m e ) w e l c o m i n g o the r 
t r a v e l e r s . 

T h e r e w a s " T h e CHiicago T h e a t r e of 
. t h e A i r . " f e a t u r i n g a m u s i c a l c o m e d y 

o r w e l l - k n o w n ope ra ( w i t h M a r i o n C l a r e 
a s the f e a t u r e d s o p r a n o , suppo r t ed b y 
s u c h gues t s a s J a n P e e r c e , A l l a n J o n e s . 
R i c h a r d T u c k e r , a n d R o b e r t M e r r i l l ) , 
p l u s a t a l k b y C o l . R o b e r t M c C o r m i c k 
b e t w e e n a c t s . T h e r e w a s " T h a t 

B r e w s t e r B o y , " a s i t u a t i o n c o m e d y w i t h 
A r n o l d S t a n g . D i c k Y o r k , a n d D i c k i e 
V a n P a t t e n . T h e r e w a s " T h e N a t i o n a l 
F a r m a n d H o m e H o u r , " w i t h E v e r e t t 
M i t c h e l l a s e m c e e a n d D o n A m e c h e a s 
a f o r es t r a n g e r , a n d " T h e N a t i o n a l 
B a m D a n c e , " w i t h e m c e e J o e K e l l y 
( " T h e M a n i n O v e r a l l s " ) a n d c a s t 
m e m b e r s l i k e U n c l e E z r a , A r k i e t h e 
A r k a n s a s Woodchopper , L u l I u b c U e a n d 
S c o t t y , P a t B u t t r a m ( " t h e S a g e of W i n ­
s t on C^otmty, A l a b a m a " ) , L i t t l e G e o r g i e 
G o b e l . a n d C a p t a i n S t u b b y a n d t h e B u c ­
c a n e e r s . 

B u t the g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of s h o w s t e l l 
into t w o c a t e g o r i e s : d a y t i m e s e r i a l s 
a n d k i d s ' a d v e n t u r e . I t i s g e n e r a l l y 
a g r e e d t h a t t h e f i r s t of t h e s e r i a l s — not 
t h e n c a l l e d s o a p o p e r a s — w a s " P a i n t ­
e d D r e a m s , " w h i c h b e g a n i n 1930 o n 

,WC.^^ a n d w a s c r e a t e d b y I r a a P h i l l i p s , 
w h o a l s o p l a y e d t h e r o l e of M o t h e r 
M o n a h a n . D u r i n g t h e '30s a n d '40s t h e r e 
w e r e abou t 30 o t h e r s t h a t o r i g i n a t e d i n 
C h i c a g o , i n c l u d i n g s u c h n o w - o b s c u r e 
n u m b e r s a s " D a n H a r d i n g ' s W i f e , " 

V 

m 

Freeman Gosden (right) as Amos and Charles Correll as Andy In 1928. 

" L o n e J o u r n e y , " " S w e e t R i v e r , " 
" H o u s e b o a t H a n n a h , " " A r n o l d 
G r i m m ' s D a u g h t e r , " a n d " M a n h a t t a n 
M o t h e r . " 

T h e n t h e r e w e r e t h e h e a v y h i t t e r s — 
" C l a r a . L u , a n d E m " ( the s t o r y o f 
th r e e g o s s i p s ) ; " T h e G u i d i n g l i g h t " 
( t h e s t o r y o f t h e R e v . R u t h l e d g e . a k i n d 
o l d c l e r g y m a n w h o s h o w e d people h o w 
to l e a d a good a f e ) ; " T h e R i g h t to 
H a p p i n e s s " ; ' ^My r t a n d M a r g e " ; " T l i e 
R o a d o f U f e " ( a d o c t o r - n u r s e d r a m a 
o r i g i n a l l y b i l l e d a s " t h e s t o r y o f a n 
I r i s h - A m e r i c a n m o t h e r a n d h e r t r o u b l e s 
r a i s i n g h e r c h i l d r e n " ) ; " M a P e r k i n s " ; 
" T h e R o m a n c e of H e l e n T r e n t " ( " . . 
t h e s t o r y o f a w o m a n w h o s e t s o u t to 
p r o v e w h a t s o m a n y o t h e r w o m e n l o n g 
to p r o v e i n t h e i r o w n l i v e s . . . t h a t 
r o m a n c e c a n l i v e o n a t 3S . . . a n d e v e n 
b e y o n d " ) ; " T h e S t o r y o f M a r y 
M a r l i n " ; " W o m a n i n W h i t e " ; a n d 
" B a c k s t a g e W i f e , " w h i c h w a s " t h e 
s t o r y of M a r y Nob l e a n d w h a t i t m e a n s 
to be t h e w i f e of a f a m o u s B r o a d w a y 
s t a r — d r e a m s w e e t h e a r t of a m i l l i o n 
o t h e r w o m e n " a n d w h i c h w a s s a t i r i z e d 
l a t e r b y B o b a n d R a y a s " M a r y B a c k -
s t a y g e , Nob l e W i f e . " 

T h e s e r i a l s w e r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
l a u n c h i n g o r boos t ing t h e c a r e e r s of 
s u c h a n n o u n c e r s a s P i e r r e A n d r e . 
C l a y t o n " B u d " C o U y e r . a n d H e n r y Mor ­
g a n , a n d s u c h p e r f o r m e r s a s M e r c e d e s 
M c C a m b r i d g e , E d B e g l e y , J o h n 
H o d i a k , A r l e n e F r a n c i s , D o n A m e c h e . 
V a n H e f l i n , C l i f f A r q u e t t e , B r e t M o r r i ­
s on ( w h o b e c a m e L a m o n t C r a n s t o n , 
T h e S h a d o w ) , a n d W i l l a r d W a t e r m a n 
( w h o f o l l owed H a l P e a r y a s T h e G r e a t 
G i l d e r s l e e v e ) . 

C h i l d r e n ' s p r o g r a m s i n c l u d e d t h o s e 
b a s e d o n c o m i c s t r i p s — " T h e G u m p s . " 
" H a r o l d T e e n . " " D o n W i n s l o w of t h e 
N a v y . " " J o e P a l o o k a , " " L i ' I A b n e r , " 
a n d t h e m o s t f a m o u s o f a i l , " L i t t l e 
O r p h a n A r m i e . " 

T h e r e w a s a l s o T o m M i x — " A m e r ­
i c a ' s f a v o r i t e c o w b o y " — w h o . m o u n t e d 
o n h i s s t e e d . T o n y t h e W o n d e r H o r s e , 
w o u l d f i gh t r u s t l e r s , i n t e r n a t i o n a l s p i e s , 
a n d s a d i s t i c I n d i a n s a n d m a k e p r o ­
n o u n c e m e n t s l i k e " L a w b r e a k e r s a l w a y s 
l o s e ! S t r a i g h t s h o o t e r s a l w a y s w i n ! " H e 
w a s b r o u g h t to y o u b y Ho t R a l s t o n , 
w h i c h o f f e red a l l k i n d s of t e r r i f i c p r e ­
m i u m s out of C h e c k e r b o a r d S q u a r e . 

T h e r e w a s " C a p t a i n M i d n i g h t " -
t h a t i s . " C a . . a p . . . t a i n n n M i d - d . . . 
n i g h t ! " — a n d h i s m e m b e r s of the S e c ­
r e t S q u a d r o n — J o y c e R y a n . C h u c k 
R a m s e y , I c h a b o d " I c h y " M u d d — w h o 
fought s u c h v i l l a i n s a s T h e B a r r a c u d a , 
a . k . a . " T h e F l y i n g F i e n d of N i p p o n " 
a n d " T h e D e v i l P r i n c e of the R i s i n g 
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Chicago radio 
breaicthroughs 

V / h i c a g o ' s r a d i o s t a t i o n s w e r e 
a m o n g the l e a d e r s i n the c o u n t r y i n 
s c o r i n g " f i r s t s " i n the i n d u s t r y . 
A m o n g those m i l e s t o n e s w e r e : 

1 9 2 2 — W M A Q — F i r s t to b r o a d c a s t 
a r e g u l a r s e r i e s o f e d u c a t i o n a l 
p r o g r a m s ( i n coope ra t i on w i t h the 
U n i v e r s i t y of C h i c a g o ) T h e s e 
e v e n t u a l l y e v o l v e d into " T h e U n i ­
v e r s i t y of C h i c a g o R o u n d T a b l e " 

1 9 2 4 — W G N — F i r s t s t a t i on to r e a d 

t h e f u n n i e s ( w i t h Q u i n R y a n , 
k n o w n a s " U n c l e W a l t " a n d . l a t e r 
" U n c l e Q u i n " ) . 

1 9 2 4 — W G N — F i r s t b r o a d c a s t 
f r o r f l ' I n d i a n a p o l i s " 5 0 0 " 
S p e e d w a y . 

1 9 2 5 — W G N ^ F i r s t r a d i o c h u r c h 
( " T h e T S t t T e B r o w n C h u r c h of t h e 
A i r " ) . 

1 9 2 S — W G f t r F i r s t d a i l y c o v e r a g e 
of a m!rj(3r t r i a l f r o m the c o u r t r o o m 
( t h e S c o p e s " m o n k e y " t r i a l f r o m 
D a y t o n , T e n n ) . 

1 9 2 5 — W M A Q — F i r s t d a i l y 
b a s e b a l l g a m e s on a r e g u l a r b a s i s 

( t h e C u b s , w i t h H a l T o t t e n a t t h e 
m i k e ) . 

1 9 2 5 - J V G y ^ F i r s t b r o a d c a s t of 
the K e n t u c k y D e r b y . 

1 9 2 7 — W L S — F i r s t b r o a d c a s t of 
th e I n t e r a a U o n a l L i v e s t o c k E x p o s i ­
t i on . 

1 9 3 0 - ^ W G N — F i r s t s o a p o p e r a 
( " P a i n t e d D r e a m s , " c r e a t e d b y I r -
n a P h i l l i p s ) . 

1 9 3 0 — W L S — F i r s t b r o a d c a s t o f 
th e I l l i n o i s S t a t e C o r n - H u s k i n g 
Con t e s t . 

_ CT. 



Captain Midnight's 
audience? 
Kids and the 
barely literate. 

Mcmorigs 
'Ma Perkins': One fan wept through Iowa 

S u n , " af id I v a n S h a r k a n d hift c r c v p y 
h<- i i l rnanl . F a n e , a m i h h r v i l h u l ug l y 
d . i u K h l *T . K u r y . w h o a l w a y t v o l u n 
t w r r d wha t to ik> to Ihp C a p t a i n : " I * l ' < i 
r u t hi . i h ea r t out " T h e t i t l e c h a r a c t e r 
w o r e a b l a c k u n i f o r m , w i t h w inged-
c k x r k i n s i g n i a , h e l m e t , a n d g o g g l e s , 
a n d , tA c o u r s e , w a s i n c o m m a n d of t h e 
Code^>-graph, w h i c h — a l o n g w i t h t h e 
S e c r e t M a n u a l — b e c a m e a h i g h l y 
p r i z ed p r e m i u m for h i s l i s t e n e r s . 

" W e d idn ' t fee l r i d i c u l o u s a t a l l . " 
r e c a l l s P a u l B a r n e s , w h o p l a y e d M i d ­
n ight i n 1919, the l a s t y e a r of the show . 
" T h e show w a s a c h a r a d e of so r t s , a n d 
i t w a s fun . W e k n e w the aud i ence w e 
w e r e p l a y i n g to — m o s t l y m a l e k i d s , 
but a l so e x t e n d i n g to those into t h e i r 
30s. T h e s a m e people w h o w e r e c o m i c ­
book r e a d e r s — people w h o . s h a l l w e 
s a y , w e r e bo rde rUne h t e r a t e . O u r m a i n 
v i l l a i n a t the t i m e w a s . I v a n S h a r k , 
p l a y e d by a fe l low of R u s s i a n d e s c en t 
n a m e d B o r i s A p l o n , a f i ne c h a r a c t e r 
a c t o r who w a s a l so a fop. H e d r e s s e d 
f an ta . s l i ca l l y , d r ove e n o r m o u s , b eau t i fu l 
c a r s , spo r t ed a t h i n , s w e e p i n g m u s ­
t a c h e , a n d c a r r i e d a c a n e B e f o r e p l a y ­
ing C a p U i n M idn i gh t , 1 p l a y e d a lot of 
v i l l a i n s m y s e l f on the s h o w , i n c l u d i n g 
O r i e n t a l s a n d E u r o p e a n s . M y f a v o r i t e 
w a s a N a i i w h o spoke F r e n c h w i t h a 
P r u s s i a n a c c e n t " 

l i a m e s , w h o i s a c t i v e i n s tage a n d T V 
w o r k today, w a s a l so i n v o l v e d in o t h e r 
k i d s ' s h o w s a n d d a y t i m e s e r i a l s , a s w e l l 
iS be ing t h e e n t i r e c a s t — s i x t o 14 r o l e s 
a show — i n " C a l l i n g A l l D e t e c t i v e s , " a 
W G M . p r o g r a m that f e a t u r e d a t e l e -
pKone quiz " I h a d a u n i q u e p o s i l w n on 
' T e r r y a n d the P i r a t e s . ' B e c a u s e I ' v e 
a l w a y s h a d a g r ea t f a c i l i t y f o r v o i c e s 
a n d d i a l e c t s , I w a s h i r e d b y the a d 
agency to r e a d the s c r i p t s a l oud before 
a c o m m i t t e e t h a t i n c luded the p r e s i d en t 
of the a g e n c y , a c l i e n t ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 
a n d a psyc/ i i a f r i s f 1 w o u l d r e a d a l l t h e 
ro les — e v e n the D r a g o n L a d y — t w o 
w e e k s in a d v a n c e of the b r o a d c a s t . T h e 

;• - • O n e of A m e r i c a ' s m o s t d u r a b l e 

. :J . d a y t k n e s e r i a l s w a s "Ma P e i k n s " 

; X ^ — • or, " O x y d o l ' s O w n M a P e i k i n s , 

- J . ' A m e r i c a ' s Mother of I h e A i r " — 

X, w h W i s t a r t ed In 1 9 3 3 a n d r a n for 

2 7 y e a r s for 7 , 0 6 5 p r o g r a m s , w i th 

V i r g i n i a P a y n e ( w h o d i e d t w o y e a r s 

a g o ) p l ay ing M a I h e ent i re r u n . 

" F o r s o m e r e a s o n . Pa P e r k i n s 

w a s n e v e r menlkxied," r e m e m b e r s 

R i t a A s c r t B o y d , w h o p l a y e d I h e 

y o u n g e s t Pe r t r ins daugh te r . F a y , 

lor 16 y e a r s . 

" I auditioned for m y par t in 1 9 3 7 , 

a t ong wi th th r e e or tour h u n d r e d 

o ther g i t l s . It w a s not only tor the 

i n g e n u e ro le ; t h e y a l s o w a n t e d t h e 

p e r s o n to u n d e r s t u d y M a . a s w e l l 

a s d o v o i c e s of little g i r ls a n d b o y s 

a n d e v e n c r y l ike a b a b y . It p a k l 

$ 1 0 0 a w e e k — qu i t e a s a l a r y i n 

t h o s e d a y s . 

"In the morn ings , w e ' d m a k e r e -

c o r d k i g s to b e p l a y e d e v e n t u a l l y in 

Englar )d,^ A u s t r a l i a , a n d ' C a n a d a , 

a n d m e n w e ' d d o two l i ve b r o a d ­

c a s t s a d a y h e r e — for t w o differ­
en t nehMorks. I th ink the N B C v e r -

s k m , b r o a d c a s t f r om t h e M e r c h a n ­

d i s e Mart, w e n t to t h e W e s t C o a s t , 

a n d t h e C B S o n e — out of t h e 

W r i g l e y B u i l d i n g — to t h e E a s t . 

T h e s a m e s h o w w a s h e a r d t w i c e in 
C h k : a g o e a c h day . 

[ X i r i n g t t ie n i n o f " M a Per idns " " 

p s y c h i a t r i s t w a s t h e r e to p ro t ec t t h e 
m i n d s of the k i d s . E v e n t u a l l y , a l l t h e 
s h o w s h a d s o m e k i n d o f p s y c h i a t r i c o r 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l c o n s u l t a n t " 

O t h e r Chicago .ba .sed .simws in th i s 
g en r e w e r e " S k y K i n g , " w h i c h w a s 
about a r a n c h e r - p i k i t w h o l i v e d on t h e 
F l y i n g C r o w n R a n c h w i t h h i s n i e c e a n d 
n e p h e w ( P e n n y a n d C l i p p e r ) a n d o ld-
h a n d f o r e m a n ( J i m B e l l ) , a n d " S i l v e r 
E a g l e , M o u n t i e " (""A c r y of t h e w i l d 
. . a t r a i l of d a n g e r . a s c a r l e t 
rider of the N o r t h w e s t Moun t ed , s e r v i n g 
j u s t i c e w i t h the s w i f t n e s s of a n a r r o w . 

Rita Ascot as Fay Perkins. 

the a c t r e s s m e t a n d m a n i e d A l 

B o y d , p r o d u c e r of " T h e Na t i ona l 

B a m Darx^e , " a n d t h e s e d a y s they 

l i ve in B a t a v i a , f rom w h i c h s h e 

c o m m u t e s to v a r k x j s a c t i n g j o b s . 

( S h e a l s o w r i t e s a c o l u m n for T h e 

D o w n t o w n N e w s a n d T h e L a k e 

S h o r e N e w s . ) H e r rad io c a r e e r h a s 

i n c l u d e d h e r o w n c h i k J r e n ' s s h o w 

o n W L S ( w h e r e s h e a l s o r e a d t h e 

S u n d a y h m n i e s o n the a i r ) , a s we l l 

a s p a r t s o n s u c h s h o w s a s " "Wom­

a n in W h i t e , " " F i r s t N ighter , " " "Cur­

t a i n T i m e , " ' a n d " T h e C h i c a g o 

T h e a t r e of t h e A i r . " TT i e b k i o d -

c u r d l i n g s c r e a m o n " L i g h t s O u t " 

w a s a l s o R i t a A s c o f s . 

" W e didn ' t c a l l ' P e r i d n s ' a n d t h e 

o t h e r s s o a p operas," s h e s a y s 

f i rmly. " T h a t b u s i n e s s c a m e i n w i t h 

. . " > , w h i c h r a n f r o m 1951 to '55 a n d 
m a y h a v e been t h e l a s t of i t s k i n d . 

T h e e n d of C h i c a g o ' s g l o r y h a d c o m e 
y e a r s be f o r e t h a t , h o w e v e r . J u s t p r i o r 
to , a n d j u s i a f t e r , W o r i d ' iVar i l , Lhe 
s h o w s s t a r t e d l e a v i n g t o w n . " T h e y 
w a n t e d the good w e a t h e r i n C a l i f o r n i a , 
o r t h e a g e n c y peop le h e r e w a n t e d to be 
a b l e t o go to N e w Y o r k a lot to s e e t h e 
B r o a d w a y s h o w s , " s a y s C h u c k S c h a ­
den . " B u t y o u c a n ' t s a y on t h i s p a r t i c u ­
l a r d a t e , n a t i o n a l r a d i o c a m e to a s top 
i n C h i c a g o . T h e r e w a s no r e a l d r a m a t i c 
end . I t j u s t s o r t of p e t e r ed o u t . " • 

t e l e v i s i on T h e y w e r e daytime s e ­

riate. W h e n t h e s h o w m o v e d to 

N e w Yor t t in 1 9 5 0 , I s t a y e d o n a n d 

c o m m u t e d tor t h r e e y e a r s . F l i g h t s 

l o o k A'/2 h o u r s in t h o s e d a y s , a n d 

I m i s s e d on l y o n e p r o g r a m t h e 

w h o l e t ime . I d i s c o v e r e d that m o s t 

of t h e N e w Y o r k peop l e w e r e i n ­

t e r e s t e d in t h e thea te r , s o t h e y ' d 

jus t go i n a n d d ^ s h 'P^r*<ir« ' 

T h a t w a s L . r . i ika C h t e a g o , w n e r e 

e v e r y o n e w a s v e r y s i n c e r e a n d 

w a n t e d to d o a n h o n e s t d r a m a t k : 

in te rpre ta t i on . 

" T h e r e a s o n t h e y w a n t e d m e to 

c o m m u t e to N e w Y o r k w a s tt iat 

t h e y ' d wr i t t en a b i g s e q u e n c e for 

m e . F a y h a d f a l l e n i n l ove vnth t l i i s 

doctor . H e w a s m a n i e d . M a k n e w 

it, bu t F a y dk in ' t . P e o p l e vw>uW 

wr i t e m e l e t t e r s : ' F a y , M a h a s 

s o m e t h i n g to te l l y o u . We c a n ' t t e l l 

y o u , but y o u p a y at tent ion to M a . ' 

T J i e r a t i ngs w e r e v e r y h i gh du r ing 

that s e q u e n c e — No . 1 In t h e 

coun t r y , e v e n p a s s i n g A r thur G o d ­

f r e y . ' O n e d a y I w a s in S tou f f e r ' s 

h e r e , a n d th i s m a n c a m e u p a n d 

s a i d . D i d y o u rea l l y p l a y F a y o n 

" M a P e r i d n s " ? I tokj h i m I h a d . 

'We l l , ' h e s a i d , ' I c r i e d w i t h y o u a l l 

t h r o u g h t h e s t a t e of k i w a . ' I thought 

y o u w e r e g o i n g to m a r r y I t iat Dr . 

W h i t e . " A n d t h i s w a s a 

b u s i n e s s m a n l " — C . T . 

Mcmorigs 'Little Orphan Annie': She never dranic Ovaltine 
• S h e w a s — 'm t h e w o r d s o l t h e 

t h e m e s o n g — "that little c h a n e r -

box , the o n e wi th the pretty a u b u r n 

l o cks . . . bright e y e s . . . c h e e k s 

a rosy gtow . . . p in t -s i ze . . . 

a l w a y s o n the go . " 

F w 9 ' / ! y e a r s — star t ing In 1 9 3 0 

— Ihe title role o n "L i t t l e O r p h a n 

A n n i e " w a s p l a y e d b y S h i r t s y B e l l , 

wtK> j o ined the s h o w w h e n s h e w a s 

1 0 . S h e n o w l i v e s w i t h h e r 

b u s i n e s s m a n h u s b a n d , Inwin C o l e , 

in G l e n c o e , a n d i s the trwtt ier o l 

t h r e e a n d g r a n d m o t h e r of o n e . 

B a s e d on the H a i o W G r a y c o m k ; 

s h i p , t h e story i nvo l v ed the a d v e n -

h j r e s of Ann i e , w t w s e a d o p t i v e 

•ather w a s Ol iver " D a d d y " W a r -

b o c k s , w h o h a d m a d e h i s m o n e y in 

WofW W a r I mun i t i ons , su f f e r ed 

r rough part o l the D e p r e s s i o n , but 

r o se a g a i n , h e l p e d by two O r i e n t a l 

p Dens — little A s p a n d giant P u n -

| . i — a s we l l a s a pr i va te a m r / o l 

p l a n e s a n d t a n k s . 

" P e r i od i ca l l y , D a d d y w o u k i put 

in the c a r e of h i s v e r y g o o d 

tr ieods. Mr. a n d M r s . S i l o , w h o 

w e r e f a r m e r s k» a M i d w e s t t o w n 

Shiriey Bell as Utile Orphan Annie. 

c a l l e d S i m m o n s C o m e r s , " M r s . 

C o l e r e c a l l s . " A s c h o o l m a t e w a s 

J o e C o o i t a s s l e — y e s . d o n i y o u 

tove t h o s e n a m e s ? — a n d togett ier 

they ' d h a v e a l l t h e s e a d v e n t u r e s . 

T h e r e w a s n ' t too m u c h h a p p e n i n g 

in S i m m o n s C o m e r s , of c o u r s e , s o 

D a d d y wouW c o m e a n d p k * t h e m 

u p a n d t a k e t h e m to t h e S a h a r a or 

a S o u t h S e a i s l a n d or A l a s k a . In 

addi t ion to A n n i e . I p l a y e d S a n d y 

m u c h o f t h e t ime b e c a u s e I w a s 

at i le to w h i n e . SonDeone e l s e w o u W 

growl , s o m e b o d y e l s e w o u l d bartt . 

S a n d y w a s ahways i n t h r e e p a r t s . 

" I ' d s t a r t e d o n rad i o i n 1 9 2 6 , o n 

a c h i W r e n ' s t a l e n t p r o g r a m o n 

W E N R , a n d t h e n w a s o n a w e e k l y 

d r a m a s e r i e s o n W G N ^ in w h c h I 

p l a y e d giri or boy ro tes . In 1 9 3 0 

they w e r e s c o u t i n g a r o u n d lor A n ­

n i e a n d J o e a n d h a d gone th rough 

abou t 5 0 0 k i d s be f o r e t h e y c a s t 

A l l a n B a r u c k . T h e n I w a l k e d into 

the s tud io , a n d tt>ey s a i d I h a d jus t 

I h e v o i c e they w e r e tooking I c r . I 

w a s a t t end ing Ne t t l eho r s l S c h o o l 

on the No r th S i d e — a n d la ter w e n t 

on to L a k e V i e w H i g h . Td get out 

ear ty l o r 3 o 'c lock r e h e a r s a l , f ive 

d a y s a w e e k . W a e v e n worthed 

s u m m e r s . M y first v a c a t i o n w a s n ' t 

i n t i l 1 9 4 0 . E v e n t u a l l y , I h a d to d rop 

out of h i g h s c t x x i l a r x ) finish w i t h a 

tutor. W h e n I h a d m y o w n c h i W r e n , 

I w a s a t a n a t K . I t o k l t t i em, g e l 

y o u r s c h o o l k i g f irst a n d then pur­

sue a c a r e e r . O f c o u r s e , du r ing t h e 

D e p r e s s k x ) , h a v i n g a j ob w a s v e r y ^ 

impor tant . A n d it w a s a j ob to m e . I 5,, 

n e v e r ttKHjght o l it a s g l a m o r o u s . 

" E v e n a s a chiW. I w a s a w a r e ct 

t h e att i tude o l t h e s p o n s o r . T h e y 

w o u l d r a r e l y c o m m e n d y o u for 

s o m e t h i n g y o u d k l w e l l , b u t i l y o u 

d i d s o m e t h i n g wrong, l ook out . 

T h e y v»ere v e r y r e m o t e . T h e a d 

a g e n c y h a n d l e d t h e s h o w . 

E v e n t u a l l y , t h e y let t h e w h o l e c a s t 

go, a f ter p r o m i s i n g t h e y wouWn' t , 

a n d m o v e d t h e s h o w to N e w Y o r k , 

w h e r e it f i z z l ed o u t . " 

T h e s p o n s o r , of c o u r s e , w a s /Sj 
Ovar t ine . wihich o t t e r ed p e r h a p s t h e 

rrxast farTKHis p r e m i u m of a l l t ime 

— t h e S h a k e - U p M u g ( A n n i e : 

" L e a p i n ' L i z a r d s l F o r a r e a l t reat , 

y u h c a n ' t t i ea t a c o W O v a l t i n e 

s h a k e - u p l I t ' s g o o d - t a s t i n ' a n d 

g o o d lo r y u h , t oo ! " S a n d y : " A r t ! H 
A r i r ' ) 

" N o , I n e v e r d r a n k O v a l t i n e . ' 4: 
s a y s M r s . C o l e . " I w a s n ' t par t i cu la r ­

l y f ond of t h e m a n t a s t e , a n d , 

b e s k J e s , I d k m i n e e d I L I vnas a 

v e r y fat c h i k f . " — C.T. 



Si. 

Chicago Radio: 
Some facts, figures, 

and things you 
might not know 

What those tetters on the dial mean 

• Mos t o( u s a r e u n a w a r e 
tha t a l tnos t e v e r y s t a t i on h a s 
c a l l l e t t e r s t h a t s t a n d f o r 
s o m e t h i n g . H e r e w i t h , a s a m ­
p l i n g of how s o m e l o c a l s t a ­
t i ons w e r e n a m e d : 

W I N O — T h e t r a n s m i t t e r a n d 
l i c e n s e o r i g ina t ed i n I n d i a n a . 

W G N — T h e s t a t i o n w a s 
s t a r t e d b y T h e T r i b u n e , w h i c h 
a t t h e t i m e h a d the s l o g a n 
" W o r l d ' s G r e a t e s t N e w s ­
p a p e r . " 

W B B M — F o r " W e B r o a d c a s t 
B e t t e r M u s i c " ( o b v i o u s l y 
n a m e d long be fore it b e c a m e 
a n a l l - n e w s s t a t i o n ) . 

W L S - T h e o r i g i n a l o w n e r 
w a s S e a r s , R o e b u c k i Co. L e t ­
t e r s s t a n d for W o r l d ' s U r g e s t 
S t o r e . 

W M B I — S t a t i o n i s owned b y 
Moody B i b l e I n s t i t u t e . 

W T A t a - T h i s L a G r a n g e -
b a s e d s ta t i on w a s n a m e d l o r 
" W e s t e r n T o w n s A l ong the Q . " 

' Q ' i s a n a b b r e v i a t i o n f o r 
C h i c a g o , B u r l i n g t o n a n d Q u i n -
c y R a i l r o a d (now B u r l i n g t o n 
N o r t h e r n ) , w h o s e l i n e r u n s 
t h r o u g h the h e a r t of t h e s t a ­
t i on ' s r e c ep t i on a r e a . 

W E A W — T h i s E v a n s t o n s t a - ; 
t i on w a s n a m e d for E d w a r d A . ' 
W h e e l e r , w h o e s t a b l i s h e d i t i n 
1947 a n d o w n e d i t u n t i l h i s 
d e a t h i n 1977. 

W K K D — T h e c a l l l e t t e r s o f 
t h i s A u r o r a s t a t i o n s t a n d f o r 
K a n e , K e n d a l l , a n d D u P a g e 
C o u n t i e s , t h e a r e a the s t a t i o n 
r e a c h e s . 

W V O N — S t a n d s for " V o i c e 
o f the N e g r o . " 

W S B C — O r i g i n a l o w n e r w a s 
W o r l d ' s S t o r ag e a n d B a t t e r y 
C o . 

W E F M — T h i s F M s t a t i o n 
w a s n a m e d f o r E d w a r d F . 
M c D o n a l d , w h o a s p r e s i d e n t o f 
Z e n i t h R a d i o C o r p . put t h e s t a ­
t i on on th e a i r i n 1941. 

The Chicago area's most popular radio stations 

These figures were the iatesi Artrtron 
estimates available at press time of 
lhe number of listeners for various 
local stations. The figures indicate 
average listenership at any given time 
from 6 a.m. to mkJnight and include ail 
listeners age 12 or okler. 
1 W G N 100.200 

2. WLOO-f=M 72,900 
3. W B B M 70,700 
4. W M A Q 64,900 

5. W L S 62,500 
6. W 8 M X - F M 48,900 
7. W L A K - F M 38,300 
8. W C L R - F M 37.800 
9. W F Y R - F M 35,200 
10. W V O N 33,200 

11. W I N D 30,000 

12. W J J D 28,400 

13. W L U P - F M 27.700 
14. W E F M 26,200 
15. W B S M - F M 25,500 
16. W K Q X - F M 25.100 
17 W M E T - F M 21,300 
18. W F M T A M - F M 21,000 
19. W X R T - F M 19,800 
20. W O F L 19,000 
21. WGCI-FM 18,900 
22. W J P C 16.400 
23. WAIT 14.300 
24. WDAI-FM 13.100 
25. WJEZ-FM 13.00! 
26. W O J O - F M 8.500 
27. W W C A 6,000 
23. W J O L 5,000 
29. W J O B 4,700 
30. WNIB-FM 4.600 

W Y E N - F M 4,600 

Memories 
• " J a c k A r m s t r o n g w a s th e m o s t 
i d ea l i s t i c the pures t h e r o of t h e m 
a l l . " w r i t e s J i m H a r m o n In " T h e 
G r e a t R a d i o ' H e r o e s . " " I n t h e 
w o r d s of the c rea to r of the prog­
ram, Ro be r t H a r d y A n d r e w s , "He 
w a s a d e c e n t felk>w, h a d a s e n s e 
o l responsibi l i ty , a n d dk in ' t p r e a c h 
l ike Hora t io A lger . In shor t , if y o u 
w e r e l ike h i m . y o u w e r e a pret ty 
good k k l . " " ' — . 

B o m in 1 9 3 3 , " J a c k A r m s t r o n g , 
the A l l - A m e r i c a n Boy"" f ea tured t h e 
u s u a l fatt ier f igure — U n d o J i m ' 
F a i r f i e k l w h o p ik j i ed h i s o w n a n v 
phib ian . T h e S i l v e r A l t ) a t ross , a n d 
looked after h i s n i e c e a n d n e p h e w , 
Bet ty a n d Bi l l y Fa i r f i ek l , f r i ends of 
J a c * . T o g e t h e r , t h ey ' d t a k e off o n 
worWwide a d v e n h j r e s to p l a c e s I k e 
the L a k e of F i r e a n d the E l e p h a n t s ' 
G r a v e y a r d ( g u a r d e d try the E l e ­
phant M a n h i m s e l t B o o - k i o - l a ) . 
S p o n s o r e d b y W h e a t i e s — " t h e . 
bes t b r e a k f a s t food in the l » i d " — 
ttie s h o w I s b e s t t e m e m b e r e d l o r 
its lherT>a, t h e f i ^ s o n g ot H u d s o n 
High ( " W a v e Ihe flag for H u d s o n 
Hkf\ S h o w them horn ( w " ^ ' ' 
'.land!/ Bver shall our team be 

J a c k Armstrong: 'The purest hero of them a l l ' 

Jim Ameche was one of several who 
playedJa^cAm^jl^r^ • 

c h a m p i o n s / Knovirt throughout the 
land'"). 

J a c k w a s p l a y e d o v e r the y e a r s 
( 1 9 3 3 - 5 1 ) b y f ive a c t o r s , t h e b e s t -
kno iM i of w h K h w e r e J i m A m e c h e 
( D o n ' s y o u n g e r b r o t h e r ) a n d 
C h a r l e s F l y n n . U n d e J i m for m a n y 
y e a r s w a s J a m e s G o s s , a n d t w o of , , 
th e p e r f o rme r s w h o p l a y e d t h e " 
Fa i r f i ek f y o u t h s a r e sh l l l h * ) g h t h e 
C h i c a g o a r e a : J o h n G a n n o n , n o w 
a n a s s o c i a t e judge of C o o k C o i j n t y ' 
C i f c u H C o u r t a n d S a r a j a n e W e n s , 
r e c en t l y re t i r ed ch i e f o f e d u c a t i o n 
a t the C h k a g o H i s t o r i ca l S o c i o t y . 

" I w a s f irst c a s t a s G v r e n d o i y n 
D u v a l — w h o , w i th a n a m e l i ke 
that , h a d to b e t h e v i l l a i n e s s , " r e ­
c a l l s W e l l s , w h o tr ied ou t for t h e 
n e w s h o w in 1 9 3 3 , w h e n s h e w a s 
a s e n i o r a t S e n n H i gh . " T h e n t h e 
giri w h o f irst p l a y e d B e t t y Fair f ieW, 
S c h e i i i d e l K a l i s h , left for N e w Y o r k 
t o a p p e a r i n a p l ay , a n d t took o v e r 
a s B e t t y unt i l t h e mHj - ' 40s . 

" B e f o r e w e h a d t a p e , w e ' d r e ­
h e a r s e a n d t h e n c u t a d i sk r e c o r d 
e v e r y m o r n i n g — a p r e - r e co rd ing 
— for t h e W e s t e r n t ime z o n e s . T h i s 
w a s d o n e f irst a t t h e oW W o r i d 
B r o a d c a s t i n g s t u d i o s in t h e D a i l y 
N e w s B u i W i n g a n d t h e n a t t h e R C A 
r eco rd ing s tudtos . W e ' d a l s o d o 
h » o I r vs 1 5 - m i n u t e s h o w s da i l y ; a t 
4 : 3 0 for t h e E a s t C o a s t a n d 5 : 3 0 
for t h e M i d w e s t D u r i n g our 4 5 -
m i n u t e b r e a k , w e p l a y e d s t u d 

.•p<*«-". . . ' - . . c i - - ; , ^ - - - " " - ' • 
- W e l l s l e f l t h e s h o w i n t h e ' 4 0 5 to 
m o v e to C a l H o m i a vvith t h e s e r i a l 
" W o m a n in W h i t e , " o n fHfKh s h e 
p l a y e d a tea*ig par t ( s h e w a s a l s o " j : 
M a r y R u t h l e d g e o n "Ttio G u i d i n g ' % 
L i g h r — a roie la ter p e r f o r m e d b y 
M e r c e d e s M c C a m b r i d g e ) , " a n d r e - , 

t u r n e d i n C h k a g o in 1 9 5 3 to s ta r t a 
n e w c a r e e r wi th t h e C h k a g o H i s ­
t o r i ca l Soc i e t y . 

In l a s t f a i r s i s s u e of t h e s o c i e t y ' s 
m a g a z i n e , C h i c a g o H is to ry , s h e r e ­
c o n s t r u c t e d o n e of h e r f o n d e s t 
" J a c k A r m s t r c x i g " m e m o r i e s : " T h e 
ptot of tt iat a f t e rnoon ' s l i v e b r o a d ­
c a s t c a l l e d for J a c k , Be t t y , a n d B i l l y 
to g o th rough roaring r a p k i s in a 
c a n o e a s w e s h o u t e d ou r l i n e s 
a b o v e t h e s o u n d of t h u n d e r i n g w a ­
ter . B e f o r e the t i r o a d c a s t , F r a n k l y n 
M a c C o r m a c k ( t h en ou r a n n o u n c e r ) 
p o u r e d a p a c k a g e of I x i b b l e t w t h ; 
'n to the sound - e f f e c t s w a t e r tub . 
W h e n v»e w e n t o n the a i r , t h e 
sound - e f f e c t s m a n w o r k e d ttie p a d ­
d l e of t h e tub h a r d e r a n d fas te r , bu t 

. t h e mrater g r e w t h i c k e r a n d m o r a 
qu ie t a n d t f ien totally s i l ont . A s oor 
v o f c e s g r e w touder, tt ie d i rector , 
E d w k i M o r s e , f rant i ca l l y s i g n a l e d 
' D o w n ! D o w n r to tt ie c a s t . . . It 
w a s t h e l onges t 1 5 m i n u t e s w e 
w o o M e v e r k n o w . M a c C o r m a c k 
o w n e d i v , c o n f e s s i n g that h e h a d 
h a d n o k l e a t h a i h i s fitUe p r a n k 
¥ « X J W t u r n out t i a t way . " H e n e a r l y 
tost h i s lob ' . " . aHfofd Terry 


