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Notes from The President

The Spring Meet of the I. H. R. §.-A.W_.A. ranks as one of
our best, as varified by the many comments I've heard.
With the meet not officially starting until Friday, we saw
several early birds arriving on Thursday.

Over 200 registered attendees, with many collector
clubs represented, saw a great turnout with much
buying and selling in the Flea Market. Much thanks are
certainly due the 1988 Co-chairpeople. John and Katie
Foell along with Del and Helen Barrett did a superb job
with all the details associated with the new Fort Wayne
location. Also many thanks to all the others that helped
with registration, hospitality room, auction, contest, etc.

Steve Waldron did a great job of auctioning off a
tremendous amount of merchandise in a short period of
time so the room could be cleared for the banquet. The
Hatfield estate had over 220 items for the auction. Ms.
Hatfield wrote Marilyn Johnston and the club thanking
us for all our help, in disposing of the radio collection.

At the evening Banquet ‘‘Best of Show”’, in our contest,
was awarded to Joe Koester of the Mid-Atlantic club. His
entyry in the novelty class was a Majestic War Time
Patriotic Radio. Our entertainment ‘“Towns of Harmony
Chorus’’ Sweet Adeline, Inc., was the highlight of the
Banquet, with their beautiful harmonizing sounds.
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Our next meet will be on Saturday, june 25, 1988. It will
be hosted by Frank and Diane Heathcote. It will be held
in Spencer Park, just off of High Street, in Logansport,
Indiana. A map will be found nearby in this Bulletin. The
meeting will begin with the usual flea market and swap
meet at 9:00 a.m. A popular vote contest will be held
with the following categories:

1. Crystal Sets.

2. Radios made in Indiana.

3. Your favorite radio.

This meet will be a ‘“‘Pitch-in’’ for lunch, so please bring
a side dish or desert. (Chicken will be provided).

See you all then.

Eric Von Grimmenstein
President, IHRS
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ELECTRO-FORMATION
Revisited

by Alan Douglas

Electro-Formation began in Medford, MA. Its major
(perhaps sole) employee was Howard J. Tyzzer,
formerly Amrad’a ace designer. He had several patents
on electrolytic condensers issued in 1933-34 and
assigned to Electro-Formation: 1,915,457; 1,934,515;
1,941,725; 1,960,834; 1,979,916. No. 1,960,834,
issued on May 29, 1934 was assigned to Magnavox in
Chicago, indicating that Tyzzer had sold out to them by
that time. Magnavox was already making electrolytics in
Ft. Wayne, having bought the Mershon division of
Amrad from Crosley in 1930 when Crosley closed down
all the Amrad operations in Medford. Some Amrad
personnel went to Ft. Wayne, others stayed behind to
form Ergon who also made electrolytics for a time.

A note in Radio Industries for March, 1933 states that
Mallory had licensed ‘‘Electro-Formation, Inc., Ft.
Wayne, Indiana,”’ by that time.

I have two E-F electrolytics, No. W-30419, 8 mfd.@250 V
and 8 mfd. @20 V (dual), unused, marked ‘‘Mershon”’
made by Electro-Formation, Inc., Fort Wayne, Indiana.

I hope this clears up the mystery of Electro-Formation.
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COMING EVENTS

RADIOFEST '88 EXTRAVAGANZA '88
ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB OF ILLINOIS MICHIGAN ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB
& AWA - August 11-13°88 July 22 & 23, 1988

Lansing, Mi - Dillon Inn, 525 Canal Rd.
Eigin, IL - 345 River Rd.
(1-90 at Exit 31 South)

Friday — July 22
Flea Market — Equipment contest Noon — Flea Market
Tour Muchow Museum — Banquet 7:30 p.m. — Auction — Programs
Info: Jeff Aulik, 803 N. Chicago Ave. Saturday — July 23
Rockford, IL 61107 Dawn — Flea Market

8 a.m. — Equipment Contest
Noon — Luncheon
2 p.m. — Program: The Lone Ranger”’
Info: Jim Clark, 1292 Starboard
Okemos, M| 48864 — (517) 349-2249

TENTATIVE 1988 HAMFEST DATES
(Partial Listing)

May 15 Tri-State, Evansville, IN

May 22 Wabash, IN

June 5 Muncie, IN

June 12 South Bend, IN

July 9-10 INDIANAPOLIS Hamfest &
ARRL State Convention

August 7 Porter County, IN
August 7 Angola, IN

August 13 ITT, Indianapolis, IN
August 14 Marion, IN

August 21 Lafayette, IN
August 28 Danville, IL

Sept. 10-11 Louisville, KY

Sept. 11 LaPorte, IN
Sept. 18 Cincinnati, OH
Oct. 2 Anderson, IN
Oct. 2 Lake County, IN
Oct. 9 Bedford, IN
Nov. 13 Fort Wayne, IN

Dec. 4 Greenfield, IN



ASK JIM!

Dear Jim:

I would like to build either a one tube radio or a crystal
set. Where do I get plans and parts to do this?

The easiest way to do this is to buy a kit of parts from
Antique Electronic Supply, 688 W. First St., Tempe, AZ
85281. They have a kit of parts that sells for $16.95 not
including batteries or headphone. They also have parts
for crystal radio sets.

If you would rather start from scratch, look through old
radio books and magazines for articles describing how
to build the radio you want. You will have to find your
own parts, and wind the coils you need. This course of
action will take much longer than assembling a kit, but
will deliver a much higher level of satisfaction when you
are done. Which ever route you take I wish you luck
with your first radio set.

I still remember the first one tube radio I built. After I
became interested in radio in 1931, I told my father I
wanted some radio parts. This was at the beginning of
the “Great Depression” and money was scarce. He
found an old 3 dial battery set, and a horn speaker at a
local radio shop.



ASkJiﬂl! (continued)

I managed to earn a little money and bought five 201A
tubes for $1.25 at the local Bearcat automotive supply
store, and a soldering iron for 79¢, and a set of Americal
Bell headphones from Allied Radio in Chicago. My
father didn’t drive his automobile in the winter so he
removed it from the car and let me use it for the “A”
battery. An old Majestic ““B’’ battery eliminator supplied
power to the set. However I soon got tired of listen-
ing to the set and wanted to take it apart and build a 1
tube radio. One day ! did. My father could not
understand why I would take a nice playing radio apart
and make something else out of it.

This is how I started my 57 year career in radio.

Q. I am a newcomer to the hobby of radio collecting. I
don’t know where to start or what kind of radio to buy.
Can you give some advice to a rank beginner?

A. As a beginner I would say your choice of what kind
and how old the radio is will be influenced by your
pocketbook. To start with a 1922 model radio you will
need the radio, headphones, and batteries, or an AC
operated power supply. You could invest up to $500.00
depending on the radio you buy.

Moving on to the 1925 period would be much the same
story except you would substitute a speaker for the
headphones.



Alk]illﬂ (continued)

Going to the early AC operated radio of the 1929 era
would cost only $50.00 to $100.00. However radios of
this period weren’t very exciting.

I think you would most enjoy a 1935-1936, wooden
cabinet, table model radio. You can still pick a radio of
this type in decent condition for $10.00 to $30.00. A
more desirable cathedral model radio would cost from
$50.00 to $250.00 depending on condition.

The 1935 model would be easier to restore because
parts and tubes are still plentiful. When you have a
restored 1930’s radio you have a radio from the
“Golden Age of Radio”’.

Keep the cards and letter coming and we will answer
more readers letters next time.
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HAVE YOU READY

Radio Manufacturers of the1920s voL1
ByAlan Douglas

This large, beautifully written and illustrated
edition covers the major radio builders from the
A.C. Dayton Company to the J.B. Ferguson Company. It iz
the first of a proposed trilogy on the subject. Radio
collectors now have the opportunity to read, in detail,
of the fledgling radio entrepreneurs, inventors,
innovators, and even a few scoundrels. All of this
material has been gleaned from the authors five-thousand
volume private technical litrary.

Radio wes the "new wave" in the 1920's and the author
has done an excellent job of making the readers feel as
if they were part of that exciting time.

This reviewer would like to have seen an appendix
included with a comprehensive listing of all of the
smaller radio manufacturers (A-F) which were not dealt
with in the text.

The publisher has made an outstanding effort with
clear, sharp illustrations and photos on high-quality
paper stock.

Available in softcover at $19.95 or hardcover $29.95
plus $2.00 shipping from: Vestal Press Ltd., P.0. Box 97

Vestal, NY 13850.
the 1920%
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THE AUTO RADIO
A Romantic Genealogy

I started my radio career in the early 1930’s. This
is the reason I enjoyed this book more than most
antique radio collectors. Mr. Matteson also lived through
the same period and is eminently qualified to write on
the subject of ““‘Auto Radios’’. There is no other book

covering this subject.

There are many pictures of real auto radios, plus pages
of advertising copy which describes the ‘“Golden Age”

of auto radios. It also
serves as a valuable

reference for
collectors of old
automobiles.

This book not only
covers the technical
side of auto radios,
but includes a brief
account of what was
happening each year
in the radio industry.

This book is hard
bound, printed on
enameled stock and is
a pleasure to read and
own.

Reviewed by
Jim Fred

THEAUTO RADIO |
A Remantic Gencalovy
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THE ONLY WORK OF ITS KIND

A HANDSOME HARDBOUND 8-1/2" X 11"
BOOK WITH OVER 300 PAGES AND 280
ILLUSTRATIONS

FILLED WITH HISTORICAL FACTS,TECH-
NICAL DETAILS AND NOSTALGIA

TOLD BY A NOTED AUTHORITY ON THE
HISTORY OF COHMMUNICATION

$34.95 POSTPAID

THORNRIDGE PUBLISHING
Post Office Box 11
Jackson, Michigan 49203
PH 517-784-8920




RADIOADS

FOR SALE: “Radio Manufacturers of the 1920’s” by
Alan Douglas. One softcover, unused book, for $20.00
postpaid. I have the hardcover volume and the
softcover is a spare. Jim Fred, Cutler, IN 46920.

WANTED: New or used Hitachi Vidicon 8758 or equiva-
lent, or a possible source would be appreciated. I need a
25K voltage divider for a Pilot “B” eliminator. T. A.
Drogoski, 507 Coal Valley Rd., Clairton, PA 15025,

TO: Bigger Bidder: Will double and plus your bid on
HRO with one set of coils and matching speaker at Ft.
Wayne meet. A. C. Stoddard, 1502 Briarwood, Lansing,
MI 48917. Phone, 1-517-321-1598.

FOR SALE OR SWAP: Two Delco radio chassis (no
cabinets), one model 6010 (works); other model R-3210.
WANTED: Cabinet for Zenith model 805. Frank
Campbell, 555 Delbrick Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46229.
Ph. 898-6406.

FOR SALE: 1940 Stromberg-Carlson model 430--PL,
radio/record player nine tubes, BC/SW, good condition.
Lead from George B. Clemans, 851 W. Wooster St.,
Bowling Green, OH 43402.

FOR SALE: Vacuum tubes from 20’s to 50’s. Many types,
foreign, special purpose, Western Electric, etc. Will
bring to next meeting. George B. Clemans, 851 W.
Wooster st.,, Bowling Green, OH 43402. Phone
419-352-7198.



—EXTRAVAGANZA 88—

Sponsored by

July 22 & 23, 1988

Dillon Inn
525 W. Canal Road
Lansing, Michigan 48917
(517) 627-8381

EVENTS
See Reverse Side For Times and More Details
* Two-Day Open Air Flea Market
* Hospitality Area
* 50/50 Raffle Both Days
* Programs
* Equipment Auction, Conducted by
Steve Waldron
* Donation Auction
* Equipment Contest (Categories are:)

1. Novelty (tube-type) radios 4. 1- & 2-tube battery radios
2. Novelty (transistor) radios 5. Art Deco radios
3. Cathedral/mantel radios 6. Crystal set radios

7. Speakers before 1930

For More Information, Contact:
Jim Clark
1292 Starboard
Okemos, Ml 48864
(517) 349-2249

COME JOIN US AT OUR THIRD ANNUAL
EXTRAVANGANZA EVENT









