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/ / CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNCERTAIN; FCC PROBE MAY BROADEN
/,
/

4 The Connery resolution calling for a brosd Congres-
sional investigation of broadcasting was up in the alr this
week-end after reports were circulated that the Administration
had taken steps to halt the probe.

While the Committee was officially silent, it was
understood that 1t was split over whether or not to report
out the resolution and that severzl members are wevering.
Although the inquiry had appeared certain a week ago, the
change in sentiment was attributed to "strong influences",

On the other hand, however, a Government officlal
well informed on the situation asserted positively that the
President has not made any move to block the investigastion,

It is also understood that members who have been vro-
moting the resolution have warned thst if 1t 1s not reported
out by the Rules Committee, the fight will be carried to the
House floor, There wss even a rumor of impeachment proceed-
Ings involving two memobers of the Federal Communicstions
Commission,

Meanwhile, Commissioner George Henry Payne, Chairman
of a special committee investigating the George S. Smith case,
was assured the cooperation of the ¥CC Bar Assoclation, headed
by Louis G, Caldwell.

H. A, Van Orsdel, counsel for the Chesapeake &
Potomac Telephone Company, and Chairmen of the Assoclation's
Committee on Ethics, wrote Commissioner Payne that his group
ls investigating the incident in which Smith, a Washington
lawyer, is charged with inserting material in the FCC files in
violation of Commission regulations,

There were reports current, also, that the FCC inquiry
may be broadened to include complaints by members of the bar
that they are unable to get business because of the well-
established tradition that only a small clique of Washington
lawyers are able to ootain concessions from the Broadcast
Division of the Commission,

It is not unlikely that the matter will be brought to

%he attention of the full Commission at a meeting in the near
uture,
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Committee was that an investigstion, if made, should be done
by the House Interstate ana Foreilgn Commerce Committee instead
of a special committee of seven. The proposal came from
Representative Cox (D.), of Georgila.

é%? One proposal being considered by the House Rules

/4

Members friendly to the ®CC hinted thal such a probe
might not be as severe as one concucted bty Representative
Connery, himself, who presumgbly would head the special
committee.

The Interstste and Foreign Commerce Committee Chair-
man is Representative Lea, of California.

XXXXXXXXXXXX ’
.
/ / NBC TO PRESENT NINTH GOVERNMENT PROGRAM
/ /
/4
/// A new weekly series, beginning April 25, entitled

"A Trip to Our National Parks", to be heard over the NBC-FRed
Network, from 3 to 3:30 P.M.,®=S7T, will bring the number of
weekly brcadcasts presented by the Nationsl Brosdcasting
Company in cooperation with the United States Government to a
total of nine. The following nine programs will occupy ten
hours of time each week on NBC coast~to-coast networks:

Dally Except Sunday. "National Farm and Home Hour", 12:30 to
1:30 P.M.,EST, NBRC~Blue Network,

Monday. "Hour of Memories", 2 to 3 P.M.,EST, U.S. Navy Band;
U.S. Army Band", 6 to 6:30 P.M.,EST, both over the NBC-
Blue Network.

Tuesday. '"Shut-In Hour", request numbers by the Marine Bsnd,
3 to 3:45 P.M. ,EST; "“Have You Heard", under the auspices of
the U,S5. Office of Education, 3:45 to 4 P.M.,=EST, both
programs over the NBC-Blue Network

Priday. "Zducation in the News'", under the auspices of the U.S.
Office of Education, 6 to 6:15 P.M.,EST, over the NBC-Red
Network,

Sunday. "The World is Yours" presented under Joint auspices of

the U.S. Office of Education Radlo Project, 11:30 to 12 Noon,
ZST; "A Trip to Our National Parks", under auspices of
Department of Interior, 3 to 3:30 P.M.,=ST. Both of these
programs over the NBC--Red Network.

XXXXXXXXX
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,/, NAB MOVES TO RIVAL ASCAP IN COPYRIGHT MUSIC FIELD

Moving to free broadcesting stations from dependence
upon the American Society of Authors, Composers, and Publishers
in obteining copyrighted music, the National Association of
Broadcasters'! Directors have approved a plan to incorporate
independently its Bureazu of Copyrights.

The creation of a separate corporate unit to handle
copyrighted works for radio was proposed by James W. Baldwin,
Managing Director of NAB, He suggested that the new organiza-
tion may well take the form of the defunct Radio Program
¥Youndation,

The NAB Bureau of Copyrights was established last
July as a subsidiary of the NAB hesdquarters under the direc-
tion of Edward J. Fitzgerald.

XXXXXXXXXX
/S
//// /" NEW RURAL COVERAGE SURVEY STARTED BY THE FCC

////

/< Smarting under Congressional criticism, the Broadcast
Division of the Federal Communications Commission has launched
another post-card survey of rural broadcasting coverage.

Some 31,000 post-card questionnaires have been mailed
to all fourth class postmasters and the Broadcast Division
expects to correlate the answers with information obtained
in a broader survey conducted in 1935.

Many of the Congressional critics, and even Irvin
Stewart, Vice Chairman of the FCC, have pointed out in recent
weeks what they charge to be the failure of the Commission to
provide for adequate broadcasting service to rursl areas.

The questions asked of the postmasters are as follows:

(1) Give the call letters of the radio stations which ycu
can hear most satisfactorily in your community in order of best

reception in the Daytime: (1) (2)
(3) (4) ; at Night: (1)
(2) (3) (4) .
(2) TIs reception clear and free from interference through-
out the year in the Daytime at Night ® (Check)
If not, please explain wherein it is unsatisfactory in the
Daytime -~ at Might A
(3) Do you own a redin receiver? How o0ld is 1t?
(4) Are your answers from your own observations? or a
reflection of the ovinions of your patrons? Lheck) y
(4) Any further remarks on radio recention '
X XXXXXXXX ///
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/ CBS PLANS HUGE TELEVISION STATION ATOP CHRYSLEZR BUILDING
/

!/
1 The Columbia Broadcasting System has apnlied to the
Federal Communicstions Commission for permission to construct
one of the world's most powerful combined television and sound
transmitters at the top of the Chrysler Building in New York

City.

When fully modulated the proposed station will oper-
ate at a peak power of 30 kilowatts, which is equal to that of
a transmitter soon to be constructed on the Ziffel Tower in
Paris and which previously had been described as the most
powerful television station on earth,

The transmitter, which is to be located on the 74th
floor of the skyscraper, will incorporate the latest develop-
ments in high power wide band design, Because it will operate
on a frequency somewhere between 42 and 56 megacycles - that is
a wave band which can be plicked up only as far as the distance
from the antenna to the horizon -~ it 1s expected that the sta-
tion will provide coverage within a radius of approximately
40 miles over a total area of about 4,800 square miles,

The antenna 1s to be bullt around that portion of
the building immediately below the stainless steel needle
surmounting it. This will mean that a distance of less than
100 feet separates the transmitter from the antenna and that
thereby an almost distortionless transfer of power should be
assured,

The Chrysler tower was chosen as the best location
for the transmitter after an exhsustive study of the whole
New York skyline within a radius of one mile from that point,
according to Dr. P, C. Goldmark, who is at the hesd of
Columbia's television research department.

Columbla 1s not a newcomer in the television field,
Goldmark points out, but 1s merely continuing experiments
which it started many years sgo. After the transmission of
low definition pictures over W2XAX five years ago elaborate
research was pushed by CBS both in this country and abroad.
The comparison of such experimental work with that done by the
British Broadcasting Corvoration, as well as other radio organi-
zations here and abroad, led to findings which mske possible
the construction of the new station,

XXXXXXXXX
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SIX BEST RADIO PROGRAMS PICKED BY WOMEN'S COMMITTEE

Awards for the six best radio programs of the year,
as selected by the vote of more than 10,000,000 women affil-
iated with the Women's National Radlo Committee, were present-o
at the organization's third annual luncheon at the Hotel St.
Regis in New York on Wednesday last.

Raising the number of awards from the four presented
last year to six, the ciltations for 1936-37 were extended to
include programs in the muslecal, variety, educational, news,
childaren's and dramatic groups, which in the nation-wide poll
conducted by the organlzation, were judged to be outstanding.

The symphony concerts broadcast over WABC's network
on Sunday nights at nine o'‘clock, under the sponsorship of the
Ford Motor Company, was voted the best musical program,

Rudy Vallee's Varietiles, presented Thursdays at 8 P.M,, by
Standard Brands over WEAF's network was chosen as the best
variety program for the second consecutive year.

/ The Chicago University Pound Table, offered as a
sustaining program by the Nationsal Broadcasting Company on

/ Sundays at 12:30 P.M., over WEAF's network, won first place
among the educational programs. The five-a-week broadcasts
by Boake Csrter, commentator, heard over WABC's facilities at
7:45 P.M., was clted as the best news broadcest. This program
1s presented by the Philco Radio and Television Corporation,

Among the children's broadcasts first nlace went to
Dorothy Gordon's "Children's Corner", a sustaining progrsm of
the Columbia Broadcasting System, heard Mondays, Wednesdays

and Fridays at 5:15 P.M,, over WABC's hook-up, In the dramatic
classification, the Monday night Radlo Theatre, of which Lever
Brothers Company 1s sponsor, at 9 P.M. on WABC, led in the
balloting,

In the absence of Anning S, Prall, Chairman of the
Federal Communicatlons Commission, who was detained in Washlng-
ton on officlal business, the parchment scrolls were presented
by Mrs. William H, Corwith, Chairman of the Awards Committee
of the Women's National Radio Committee.

In adaition to these citations, two other special
scrolls were presented. One went to WOR, key station of the
Mutual Broadcasting System, for "its outstanding contribution
to serious music, through its consistent presentation of the
Lewisohn Stadium concerts and operas during the Summer season,
when there 1s a limited amount of fine music on the air,"

The eighth and final citatlon, characterlzed by
Mme. Yolanda Mero Irion, Chalrman of the Women's Committee,
as a "super-award", wes msde to Dr. Walter Damrosch, dean of
American musicians and conductors in behalf of his fore-
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sightedness nine years ago in grasping the possibilities of
radio for the dissemination of musical culture." Dr., Damrosch'=n
musical appreciation courses for the school chlldren of Americe
are broadcast non-commercially over a nationwide WEAF-WJZ hook-

up Friadays at 2 P.M.
XXXXXXXXX

EARLY APPOINTM=NT OF FCC SECRETARY IS PREDICTED

While a half-dozen candidates are walting anxiously,
Administration officials are understood to be about ready to
select one of them for the long-vacant post of Secretary of
the Federal Communications Commission,

The Job has been vacant 11 months, or since the
resignation of Herbert L. Pettey. It was rumored last Fsll
that 1t would be awarded for political services during the
presidentisl campalgn,

The leading candidates are! %. Willard Jensen,
Secretary of the Business Advisory Councill, Department of
Commerce; Thomas A. Brooks, Jr., %adio Editor of the New York
Journal; Robert Berger, New York Radio Director of the Demo-
cractic National Committee during the campalgn; John Carson,
former secretary to the late Senator Couzens, of Michigan; and
Joseph E, Keller, secretary to Commissioner Thad Brown,,

XXXXXXXXXXX
V4
/;/’/ SHEPPARD INTRODUCES COPYRIGHT MEASURE

Senator Sheppard (D.), of Texas, introduced a bill
/ in the Senate this week to amend the Copyright Act approved
March 4, 1909, having direct effect on the broadcasters of
the country. Provisions of the bill relating to broadcasters,
read as follows:

"See. 2. (a) Section 25 of such Act 1s amended by
adding after subsection (b) the following new subsection:

"M(c) To pay to the copyright proprietor, in the case
of an infringement by radio brosdcasting, such damages as to
the court shall appear to be Just: Provided, That the res-
ponsibility and 1liebility for the use of copyrighted material
in broadcasting on two or more stations simultaneously shall
rest solely with the station originating the performance; And
provided further, Thet the resvonsibility and liability for the
use of copyrighted meterial in electrical transcrintions and
other forms of recording made exclusively for broadcasting
purposes shall rest solely with the mezker of such electrical
transcriptions and other forms of recordings asnd his agents
for distribution thereof to broadcasters,'"

XXXXXXXX -7 -
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CROSLEY EXPLAINS PURPOSE OF N. Y. TIE-UP

Powel Crosley, Jr., President of the Crosley Radlo
Corporation, told the annual stockholders' meeting this week
in Cincinnati, that the Company had arranged to operate a
New York studio with wire connections .to Cincinnati. The
studio 1is that of WHN,

"We are not starting this with the 1dea of its being
another network competitive with other national systems such
as National and Mutual', he said. "It will enable us to
render better service to advertisers and &dvertising agencies
in New York."

He reported "steadily increasing volume" in the
company's broadcasting activities.

Mr. Crosley estimated the Company's loss from the
fire that destroyed 1ts building January 24th at approximately
$500,000, fully insured. The flood and fire, he said, caused
the Company to fall "considerably behind" in its iast year's
production in refrigerators,

All Directors and Officers were reelected.

XXXXXXXXXX
CHARLES WEAVER, VETERAN IN RADIO, DIES AT 66

An "old timer" in radio died this week, He was
Charles J. Weaver, Superintendent of R.C.A. Communications
central radio office until his retirement lest January. Death
came Tuesday afternoon in St. Petersburg, Fla., following an
cperation,

Mr. Weaver for many years was assoclated with the
development of world-wide radio communication, having Jjoined
the o0ld Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company of America 1in
December, 1903, which later became the Redio Corporation of
America,

Born in London, Mr. Weaver received his education
1n Scotland, then came to this country.

He was one of the "old-timers" in the days when
radio was known as wireless. After a short term as rsdio
operator with the Marconi Company, he was apponinted manager of
several coastal stations, including that of Siasconset,
Nantucket,
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The story is told that while he was menager st the
latter station, one of the most important on the Atlantic
Coast in those days, about twenty-elght years ago, a young
operator named David Sarnoff Jjoined the staff as a Junior
radio man, Mr. Sarnoff is now President of the ¥Fadio Corpora-
tion of America.

Upon the re-orgenizaticn of the central radio office
of the RCA in New York, Mr, Weaver was stationed there and
later became its Superintendent. He held that post until his
retirement, at the age of 65 years,

‘ore than 300 associates and friends were present
at a testimonial dinner on January 6, at the Downtown Athletic
Club, to signalize the end of his active duty in radio. Mr,
Sarnoff was a speaker. Mr. Weaver was presented with a bronze
plaque and a "nest egg" of savings bonds representing a value
of $1, 400,

Surviving are his widow, Amanda Weaver, and a half-
sister who lives in London,

XXXXXXXXX
NETS SEEN TAKING OVER PROGRAMMING IN '"MAGIC KEY" MOVE

What 1is interpreted by agency men as the opening
shot in a fight by both NBC and Columbia to regain control
over the programming end of their commercials is the sudden
move by KCA turning over the complete direction of the "Magilc
Key" program to NBC, according to Variety. The shift from
the Lord & Thomas agency becomes effective following the
program's April 4th broadcast and will involve s loss of busi-
ness to the agency of between 81,000,000 and $1,250,000 a year.

"Understanding in the agency field 1s thst, with
NBC taking the initiative", Variety continues, "the two major
networks have come to the decislion that drastic stens must
be taken to stave off critical pressure from Washington, and
that this end can best be served by bringing the production
agddpooking phases of commercial shows back into the network
studios,

. "Agency execs are skeptical of NBC or Columbia get-
ting anywhere in this direction., Point out that it's been the
competitive flavor which has played an important pert in
furthering the quality of air entertsinment since 1932. It was
in this latter year that the networks started to lose their
hold on commercial program production, and it 1s this hold
that they purpose to make a sturdy try at re-wiining lost
prestige,
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"Webs feel that only by getting together on some

-common ground of prccedure cai thej rave any efrect on dis-
ciplining the agencies and the accounts whick have objected

to strictures as tn entertainment content and commerclal copy
which the networks have tried to impose. In the past when

an agency or accouai has been put on the carpet the invariesble
reply has bteen, "If you don't 1iike it, we'll pull out and go
over to another network,'

"Impression in the agency craft is that David
Sarnoff and William S. Paley have got together or. the prob--
lem and mapped out a fTar-reachirg mode of operation, which
it 1s hoped will eventual“y find the adver*icers svbject to
stronger network influence.

XXXXXXXXXXX
RADIO TO BE DISCUSSED AT A.N.A, CONVENTION

The Assoclation of National Advertisers will devote
a full half-day to radio discussion at its annua: convention
in Hot Springs, Va., April 26-28. There will Dbe four talks
followed by general discussion,

John Karol, of Columbia Brosdcasting System, will
discuss "Testing a New Program", Louis D, H. Welda, of
McCann-Erickson agency, will discuss statistical aspects of
radio. D. P, Smelser, of Proctor & Gamble, and Al Lehman, of
the A.N.A. and the Cooperative Analysis of Broedcasting, will
contrast city and rural listening habits and program tastes.
Robert J, Landry, of Variety, will speakx on the showmenship
asvects of radio,

XXXXXXXXX
BBC CONSULTS LISTEWZRS ON THEIR TASTEZS IN PROGRAMS

The British Broadcasting Corporation, following
Mohamet's example of going to the mountain, recently called
a conference of reprresentative listerers to obtailn advice and
criticism on 33C programs.

Five main questions formed the basis of the discus-
sion: (1) What subjects interest you? (2) Who are your favorite
speakers? (3) What form of talk do you prefer? (4) At what
time do you listen? (5) What would you do if you were in charge
of BBC talks programs?

"It is the otjective of the BRBRC to produce, whenever
possible, programs which satisfy the clalms of responsible
opinioni, BBC exwn.lained. "Similar conferences recently held
in London and EZérnburgh, at which the interests of the
young and women listeners were discussed, proved of consider-
able value to the BBC prowrsm-builders,"

X X X XXX YX O =
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//// Jesse Butcher and Philip I. Merrycan have Joined

/’NBC'S Station Relations Department at Rsdlo Cihy headquarters.
Mr. Butcher has been managing talent and producing ccmmercial
radio programs in New York for the last five years. Formerly,
he was a newspaper and publicity man, Mr. Merryman, a radio
engineer, has been assoclated with NBC's Washington studios
for ten years and hss been Operations Supervisor of the
Capital's NBC studios which inciude both WRC and WHMAL since
1931

f

——— e G ao e S e iy wm

The Board of Directors of the National Association
of Broadcasters will meet April 7th in Washington to "appraise
current problems" and to schedule a date and place for the
Summer NAB convention. The Washington Hotel will be head-
quarters.

Fire driven by hizh winds across a 125-acre trezct
threatened this week to destroy %40,000 worth of radio equip-
ment at a Bureau of Standards experimentsl ststion near
Forestville, Md. about 5 miles from Washington, D, C,

The British Broadcasting Corporation, in an attemnt
to 1mprove its television programs, has invited owners cf
television sets tu cooperate by sending in answers teo the
following questions:

"What items in recent programs diG you and your friends
like or dislike?V

"What difficulties (i1f any) are you meeting over recep-
tion (a) for sound; (b) for vision?"

Suggestions for future programs are also invited.

Mrs. Bert Siebert McNary has resigned as secretary
to James W. Baldwin, Managing Director of the National
Assoclation of Broadcasters. She had been with the organiza-
tion for six years. Leonard D, Calleshan, recently named
Assistant to the Managing Director, will assume most of Mrs.
MceNary's duties.

XXXZXXXXX
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RADIO TO GIVE MORE ATTENTION TO FINE MUSIC, PALEY PREDICTS

Asserting that broadcasters and advertisers of the
country are sensitive to the "surprisingly high" standard of
musical appreciation throughout the country, William S. Paley,
President of the Columbia Broadcasting System, told the Women's
Nationel Rsdlo Committee last Wednesday that he telieved the
industry would respond Dy giving "an increasing emcunt of
thought and time to this category of entertainment. ¥

"One of the greatest merits of our competitive
system", Mr. Paley sala, i3 thst the real and sincere desires
of the audience are recognized and fuifilied." He cited es
examples of this, the recent engagement of Arturo Toscanini by
the National Broadcasting Commany, to condict s series of radio
concerts, and the commissioning, by the (CoLunbia Broadcasting
System, of sixz distinguished American commosers to write music
especially for radio,

X XXXXXXXX
MAJOR BOWES' INCOME RATED AT $1,500,000 A YEAR

MajJor Bowes' income is now at the rate of nearly
$1,500,000 a year, according to Variety. This easily makes him
the top money maker of show business of all time, it adds.

"About a year and a half ago the Bowes earnings were
flgured as approximately $19,000 a week from all sources or
about $1,000,000 annually", the article continues. "Although
that figure was considered a new peak for steady income on a
week-in-and-week-cut basis, his take at present tops it by
almost 50%. This despite the lesser number of road units on
tour, His radio salary increase offset shrinkage elsewhere.

He is thought to get around 20Gs from Chrusler, a secret between
himself and the motor-maker.

"Two of Bowes' former big coin sources are now all or
in part washed up. Film shorts, using amateur talent, that
brought him about $50,000 for 26 pictures a year and a half ago
are now entirely dead. Amateur stage units, which were bringing
the Major around $2,500 at that time are now down to estimested
$2,000 or so a week, Instead of from half-a-dozen to a dozen
units, the Bowes touring outfits now number only five, playing
strictly percentage dates on a mart-time basis,

"His managing director berth at the Cavitol, N, Y.,
still pays Bowes $500 a week."

XXXXXXXXX
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April 6, 1937,

U. S. RADIO OFFICIAL ASSAILS "EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM MYTH"

Assailing what he termed "a myth of modern broad-
casting", William Dow Boutwell, Chief of the Editorial Divis-
ion, U, S. Office of Education and Director of the Educational
Radio Project, cited the success of the programs sponsored by
the Office of Education to refute 1it.

Writing in the bulletin of the National Committee
on Educetion by Radio, Mr. Boutwell said:

"In the next five hundred words I will describe the
puncturing of a myth of modern broadcasting. This myth, a
frustrating fantasy, 1s worth killing because its execustion
may encourage the assassination of some of the more hideous
monstrosities that crawl out of our loudspeakers,

"What is this myth? You will find 1t wearing
various gulses, You will find both broadcassters snd educa-
tors accepting it. You will find it crooning out in many of
the speeches delivered at the recent National Conference oan
Educational Broadcesting. You will find it in the report of
'4 Years of Network Broadcasting'.

"Briefly, the myth asks you to believe that, 'The
majority of the American people want entertainment from their
radios - they do not want education.' Sometimes you find it
couched differently. Prominent educators will say, 'Of
course we realize that educational programs can never be as
popular as "Amos and Andy" or Rudy Vallee, but they appeal
to the minority and that minority should be served.'

"That myth, that conviction, that assumption is now
dead., It has been slain in the last nine months; murdered by
the combined strength of 300,000 American radio listeners.

"Little did these 300,000 listeners realize that they
were killing a modern myth when they wrote to the U. S, Office
of Education, They thought they were writing in response to
broadcasts presented by the Educational Radlo Project, but
their letters, flowing into Washington in an ever-increasing
flood - ten thousand, fifteen thousand, twenty thousand per
week - have introduced a new fact in Americen broadcasting,
namely, that the public for education on the air is probably
2s large as it 1s for entertainment!

-2 -
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"By what right can this claim be made? Three hun-
dred thousand 1s small besiae 4,200,000 letters recently
recelved on a soap series. It is small beside the other
recordas established by many commercial concerns. Yet 300,000
letters is probably more listener mail than any sustaining
educational program not created by network broadcasters has
yet rolled in, Considering the fact that prizes were not
offered, it is very heavy. Few, if any, sustaining programs
on NBC, CBS, or MBS can show listener response anywhere near
thet of the five network programs now being presented by the
Office of Education,

"What does this prove? It proves that millions of
Americans want educational programs prepared to meet public
tastes and interests. To those who have examined this flood
of letters, there 1is clear evidence that educetional programs,
adequately financed and skillfully produced, can compete with
any entertainment programs on the air. This evidence challenges
the moss-covered assumption that the public demand is solely
for entertainment and issues a clarion csll for a new defini-
tion of 'public interest, convenience, and necessity.'"

XXXXXXXXX
BBC NOTES PROGRESS AT BERLIN BROADCASTING CONFERENCE

The British Broadcasting Corvoration has Just issued
a resume of actions taken at the recent International Broad-
casting Union Conference in Berlin. The resume follows, in
part:

"The International Broadcasting Union, the members
of which are responsible for the broadcasting programs that are
followed by nearly 230 million listeners, has Just terminated
its Winter meeting, which was held at the Adlon Hotel, Berlin,
Those who participated, as delegates or observers, numbered
ninety-four, and they represented the broadcasting organiza-
tions or post, telegraph, and telephone authorities of
twenty-three Zuropean countries, ss well as of the United
States of America, the Dutch Tast Indies, and Porto Rico.

"In the course of the meeting, four new member
organizations were admitted: the Bulgarian State Broadcast-
ing Service ("All-India Radio"), and the National Association
of Broadcasters of the U.S.A.

"The Union, under the presidency of M. Maurice Fambert

(who, until recently, was the Administrateur Delegue of the
Swiss broadcasting organization), wes the guest of the Reichs-
Rundfunk-Gesellschaft (%,R.G.), the reoresentative of which,

Dr. Kurt von Boeckmann (Intendant of the short-wave service,

and Directnr of Foreizn Telations), is one of the Vice-Presi-
dents of the Union.
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"The Technical Commission, under M. Raymond Brail--
lard (Director of the Brussels Control Centre) examined the
Buropean wavelength situation in detall. It noted a vartial
improvement therein, and pronosed a fresh effort to clear
certaln interferences which still exist. The Technical Com-
mission further drew the Council's attention to the fact,
demonstrated by the measurements of the Brussels Control
Centre, that the situstion in the fleld of brosdcasting short
waves 1ls becoming more and more alarming. This condition,it
is impossible to remedy effectually without working out & plan
for the systematic allocation of these waves on a world scale,
The Council decided to recommend to the nostal and telegraphic
administrations that such a plan should be elaborated at the
Telecommunicatlions Conference of Calro in 1938. Another pro-
posal of the Technlcal Commission anproved by the Council
was to collaborate with the International Acoustics Commission
with a view to systematic coordination of technical studles in
this domain. The provosals of the Cairo Comaittee of the
Union were likewise .approved,

"In another field, new recommendations concerning
the characteristics of music lines were worked out Jjointly
with some of the representatives of telephone authorities,
These were based on the detailed work of Dr., Braunmuhl of the
R.R.G., and constltute a considerable advance on previous
recommendations as to music lines. Lastly, the Council named
its delegates for the Conference of the C.C.I.AR. (the Inter-
national Radio Consultative Committee) which is shortly to
take place at Bucarest, and expressed the hope that advantage
should be taken of the presence of techniclans from all parts
of the world to make an unofficilal stuay of the short-wave
situation,

"The numberous problems brought up by the use of
television were set forth in the revorts of the R.R,G, on its
relatioans to copyright and to the sound-film. As is well
known, television may be carried out in various way,s and in
particular by direct transmission of images and by the use of
an intermediate film, and the Juridical problems that presemt
themselves, are both numerous and delicate. The Legal Com-
mission's conclusion was that transmission of images to the
public by means of television was simply the complement of the
transmission of sound. In other words, television is only a
form of 'radio-diffusion', or broadcasting, and ss such falls.
directly within the svhere of activity of the broadcasting
organizations. The reports submitted are to be re-examined at
the next meeting,

"Copyright in general wss also discussed. The Con-
ference which was to have been held at Brussels for the revi-
slon of the Convention of Berne has been postponed, in order
to allow of the completion of stuales now in progress for
the elaboration of a world-wice convention. ' The Legal Com-
mission has been concerned with the copyright question for
many years, and in 1935 drew up a memorandum of propositions
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embodying the Union's viewpoint as to médificetion in the
Convention; on the present occaslon it was declded to study
this new develooment. The broad ground teken 1s that the
rights and dutles of broadcasting organizations vis-a-vis
authors, publishers, and executants should be reviewed es a
whole., It has to be understood that radio-diffusion, 1in view
of the lmportant cultural part that it plays every day, should
be regarded as a public service the activitles of which ought
not to be handicapped. All these problems were consldered

80 important that speclal committees were formed for each.

"Finally, the recent and important development of
short-wave broadcasting has brought up problems thst in this
domaln, as 1n the technicel, call for speedy solutlon; one of
these 1s the legal protectlion of the broamdcast program, which
wlll be considered afresh at the next meeting. .

"Certaln matters were dealt with Jolntly by the
Legal and the Program Commisslons, the Presldent of the latter,
M. Dubois of Holland, presiaing over both. One recommenda-
tlon approved by the Councll was to publish before the next
meeting an account of all that had been accomplished by members,
elther individually or collectlvely, to acqualnt their listen-
ers with the institutions and cultural activities of other
countries, The Councll decided to press on with the Unlon's
studles of ways in which broadcasting could be utlllized for
the 'rapprochement' of the peoples."

XXXXXXXXXX
HEARST APPLIES FOR TWO "BOOSTER" STATIONS

Applications for two synchronlzed "booster" sta-
tions in Washington to be used contingent upon granting of
lts applicetlon for a new locel station 1n Washington were
filed recently with the Federal Communications Commission by
Hearst Rsdlo, Inc.

The applications grew out of experiments conducted
by McNary and Chambers, Washington consulting radlo englneers
for Hearst Radlo, through synchronized operation of an experi-
mental statlon in College Park, Md., with WBAL, Baltimore, on
the 1060 kec. clear channel.

Because these experiments during the past month
have shown promise of success, it was stated declslon was
reached to flle the applicatlions. They request construction
permits for two boosters to be operated on the 1310 ke. local
channel with 250 watts power daytime only which would be
operated synchronously with the mailn transmitter of the pro-
posed broadcast station in Washington.

XXXXXXXX
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CAPITOL SETS UP OWN BROADCASTING STUDIO

The U. S. Capitol now has a '"Temple of Radio",
where members of Congress can 'go on the air" without leaving
Capitol Hill,

Senator Henry Cabot Lodge (R.), Massachusetts, and
Representative Maverizk (D.), Texas, formally dedicated the
improvised studio last week.

The Temple of Radio is a room (No, 414 to be exact)
set apart in the 01ld House Office Building.

Messrs. Lodge and Maverick were to have made dedi-
catory speeches, but a couple of engineers were still tinkering
with some wires anda telepiioning their control rooms to "run
me up to minus six" when the scheduled hour arrived. So the
news photographers recorded the event without sound,

"Act es if you were talking into the microphone'",
they requested Representative Maverick.

"What shall I say?" Mr, Maverick asked. "I guess
I'1l talk about the issues of the day. To hell with the
Republicans!" he winked at Senator Lodge, who said nothing,
but smiled,

Meanwhile, the Senate Interstate Commerce Committee
has taken no action on the Pittman resolution to broadcast
special Congressional proceedings,

XXXXXXXXXX
RADIO EDUCATION INSTITUTE TO MEET MAY 3-5

The Eighth Annual Institute for Educstion by Radio
will be held in Columbus, Ohio, May 3-5. Teatures of the
Institute this year will be a broadcast by Dr. Joseph E. Maddy,
University of Michigan, on his weekly band lesson, an address
on "Radio's Responsibility for National Culture" by Gladstone
Murray, General Manager of the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion, the first American exhibition of recordings of educa-
tlonal radio programs, and an address by Dr. John W, Stude-
baker, U. S. Commissioner of Education, on "The Governments'
Responsibility for Educational Broadcasting,"

I Keith Tyler of the Bureau of EZducational Research,
Ohio State University, Columbus, is in charge of arrangements
for the Institute, which will bring together scores of leaders
in radio, representing educational institutions and their
radio stations, the chains, and cermercial stations, as well
88 governmental agencies concerned with radio.

XXXXXXXXX
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STATIC FORECASTS YEAFS AHEAD SEEN BY BELL ENGINEER

From records of solar sctivity gathered by astron-
omers in the iast 200 years, a rule has been devised that may
make 1t possible to forecast worla-wice radilo recelving conai-
tions five or six years in advance; according to an interview
with A, L. Durkee, engineer of the Bell Telephone Laboratories,
in the New York Times,

Mr. Durkee explained that each of the ll-year sun-
spot cycles. the lates® of which willl reach its peek some time
in 1938 or 1939, has an aftermath called the "magnetic cycle"
that profoundly affects short-wave radio trsnsmission.

In studying the record of eighteen ll.-year sun-spot
cycles, Mr. Durkee has found that the period of minimum spot-
ting 1s an indication of the number of spots thet will anpear
during the succeeding peak, a half cycle later. The less
activity at s minimum, the less will be the sctivity at the
maximum, he found. With a lag of one to two yeers, the maxi-
mun 1s followed by a period of magnetic disturbance to redio
vhat corresponds in severity to the degree of sun-snotting.

"No one knows whet would havpen to radio", said Mr.
Durkee, "if we should experience another sun-spot maximum such
as occurred 1n 1778, when 154 spots were counted by astron-
omers, or 1n 1837, with 1ts average of about 138 snots, or in
1870 with 139 spots. Since them, and during the relatively
brief history of short-wave radio, the average in any one cycle
has never progressed beyond about 104 spots, which was in 1917,

"Therefore, we are unable to predict what would happen
if the 1778 conditions should recur, as radio has never had such
an experlence. In 1938, the lsst peak, only about seventy-nine
spots appeared, with the three-year average through the maxi-
mum part of the cycle only registering seventy spots. The short-
waves were then so undeveloped that very few observations were
made as to the effect on world-wide channels when spots are
most numerous. This new method of forecasting indicates about
ninigi spots will constitute the average maximum in 1938, 1939
or 0.

"There is a likelihood that the 154-spot maximum of
1778 msy recur some time in the future, or the number may go
even higher. It is impossible to predict what actually would
happen in such a case. It is certain, however, that it would be
a very severe test of short-wave communication."

Mr, Durkee exnlained that evidence of periodicity of
the large-number-of--spot years is mesger; thet is, they do not
seem to recur at constant intervals, hence it is considered
imoossible to forecast Jjust when they may arrive. It has been
found that radio suffers directly from the mezgnetic fluctus-
tions in about the same nrovortion to the number of solar
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blemishes visible. The magnetic wave generally lags a year or
two behind the spots, but sometimes occurs at the same time,
he said.

"It may be found in 1938 and 1939 that the very
short radio waves are relatively free of solar spot influ-
ences", he continued. '"As the spots increase in number the
increased lonization in the upper air creates a more perfect
conductor for waves be:iween five and twenty meters, so they
gradually become more useful over worla-wide dlistances as the
spots grow in number. 1In this may be found a future hope that
the present high efficiency of overseas communication csn be
maintained. "

The comling veak in the nresent cycle may furnish a
clue on which engineers can lay the foundations for further
ploneering in the field of short-waves, he saild,

XXXXXXX.XX

NEW TWO-WAY POLICE RADIO TRIED IN
SCHENECTADY

An experiment in centralized police control was
started in Schernectady under the direction of Police Chief
William H, Funston, City precincts were aboiished and newly
designed and tested two-way radio auto patrols were put into
operation,

The system was formally dedicated this week with a
orogram broadcast from Station WGY, The broadcast marked the
first and last time that citizens will be able to tune in on
police messages, since the radio-patrol apparatus operates on
such low frequency that even powerful short-wave sets are not
equipped to intercept the signals.

The system is also static-proof, experts say. Broad-
casts emanating from the 213~foot tower erected adjoining
police headquarters will cut through electrical barriers such
as high-tension wires and steel bridges, thus eliminating a°
disadvantage common to most police two-way patrol systems. The
range of signal reception i1s five to nine miles,

Chief Funston‘s car, 1n addition to nroviding redio
contact with patrols, is equipped for rebroadcast through the
telephone system. 1In times of emergency he will be in constant
touch both with his patrolmen and with city officials while
actually particivating in assignments outside his office.

The equirment was designed and built by the General
Electric Company.

XXXXXXXX
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r: TRADZ NOTES :::

Station WCBC, Zion, Ill., was destroyed last Friday
in a fire of mysterlious origin that also razed the Shiloh
Tabernacle, historic house of worshin in Zion. WCBS's loss,
exclusive of equipment, wes nlaced at #600,000. In included
a $30,000 organ,

- e e e e s e e e S

Charles S. Sykes, son of Bugene O, Sykes, Chalrman
of the Federal Communications Ccmmission's Broadcast Division,
and Miss Kate Farnsworth, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Palmer
Farnsworth, Memphis, Tenn., were married lest Saturday in
Memphls. Juvdge Sykes was best man,

L R e e el e T

Trhe Climax Radio & Television Corporation, Chicago,
mgnufacturer of radlo sets, has agreed to discontinue employ-
ing the words "Edison", "®lgin", "Hamilton", or "Waltham"
as brands or labels for products so as to imply that they are
manufactured by or sold under a license or autnorization from
Thomas A. Edison, Inc., Elgin National Watch Co., Hamilton
Watch Co., or Waltham Watch Co., respectively, when this is
not a fact, according to the Federal Trade Commission,

- i S s b o e o

A total of 2,140 international broadcasts, in which
the finest features obtainable in the cultural, political,
entertalnment, and news fields were presented, were carried by
the National Broadcasting Company and its two original sta-
tions, WJZ and WZAF, from 1924 through 1936, a survey of the
twelve~year period, made by Max Jordan, NBC Euronean repre-
sentative, shows,

D s T BP = PR e o PP D ey s T e =

Earl Sowers, Promotion Director of the Richmond News
Leader , and Managing Director of WPHR, Petersburg, was elect-
ed President of the Virginia Broadcasting System at the recent
annual meeting. He also becomes General Manager, a newly-
created position. He succeeds Hugh M. Curtler, of WCHV,
Charlottesville, Station WPHR moves to Richmond in the late
Summer and becomes WRNL, and as such will be the key station
of VBS, Edward Bishop, of WGH, was reelected Vice-President,
as was the Secretary-Treasurer, S. C. Ondarcho, of WBTM,

XXXXXXXX
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NAVY BARES DEVELOPMENT OF “RADIO SPY*

Development of a "radio spy" by which enemy war-
ships can be located or tracked long distances at sea has been
disclosed by the Navy Department.

Rear Admiral Harold G. Bowen, Chief Engineer of the
Navy, first reported levelonment of the devize by the Depart-
ment's radio direction-finder experts to Congressional Appro-
priations Committees which handle Navy funds.

Admiral Bowen declined to make public detalls of
the "radio spy", filing such information with the Committees
under a "confidential supplement." Navy officers, while saying
the development was "secret" and could not be discussed, add-
ed that it was possible it would be given its first compre-
hensive test in naval maneuvers to be held in the Alaska-
Hawail sector in the Pacific this year.

Under the same “confidentisl supnlement®, Admiral
Bowen also requested funds for the development of a system of
cryptography by which warshins can transmit signels to another
vessel in the fleet which cannot be decivhered by an enemy
vegsel,

Admiral Bowen said the Navy was bringing Navy vessels
up to the minute in radlo equinment by renlacing old sets wlth
the newest modern apparatus,

"PThere are about 2,000 radio receivers in the Navy,
and about half of them are obsolete insensitive and can be
interfered with easlly", he said. "We have requested funds
to replace them with modern equipment."

Two types of portable redio equipment now are being
installed on warship., One type, which requires six men to
handle, will be used to maintain communication between ships
and advanced bases by landing forces. The other set, designed
to be carried on a man's back is to be used by landing forces
in actlion and for inshore operations.

XXXXXXXXX
NAZI USE OF RADIO FOR WORLD PROPAGANDA BARED

The investigetion of the desperate and now success-
ful efforts of the Reich radio to drown out the so-called
secret station of the German Communist psrty revealed that
the effect of its broadcasts on Pan-German propaganda 1is
resented as much as its possible influence on public opinion
within the Reich, according to a Berlin correspondent of the
New York Times, He continues:
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"The Communist sender, wherever he may have located
his short-wave, could be heard clearly throughout Central
Europe and, theoretically, overseas.

"The radio, however, more esneclally short-wave
radio, is the Third Reich's most powerful instrument for in-
culcating Germanic racial mysticism and National Socialist
ideas into citizens of other countries who are German in origin,

"The purpose of the elaborate and powerful German
short-wave station at Seesen 1s described frankly in the
official book entitled The Reich Radio, 1ssued by the Reich
Radio Company and the radio section of the Propagsnda Ministry.
Introducing the chapter devoted to short-wave broadcasting,
the book states:

"*An instrument is to be created which shall bind
all German racial comrades firmly to their homeland ana the
new national community which has been brougiht into being here,
This process began with the Germans of North America.'

"The latter statement is a reference to the fact
that the first move of the new National Socialist short-wave
broadcasters wags to introduce in Anril, 1933, two months after
Chancellor Adolf Hitier came into wnower, a radio beam for
the United States and Canada. There are now six beamg, cover-
ing the whole surface of the globe.

"Writing in August, 1936, one of the directors of
the short-wave service stated:

"1'The conquest of the nation by radio was a colossal
event, but of the 100,000,000 Germans in the world, some
15,000,000 German raclal comrades overseas were at first left
out of this development. This was tragic, for these very
Germans who, winning new prestige for their motherland abroad,
often have a profound longing for the home country. It appear-
ed almost hopeless to bring this other Germany nearer to Adolf
Hitler's Reich,

"The radio has succeeded, however. This task whica
never before has been undertaken has fallen to the German short-
wave sender,

"!'Wherever he may be, in the skyscraper cities of
the New World or in a village school in the Brazilian jungle,
the radio hearer can switch in and become a member of the
German world community.'

"The article states that in 1935, 30,000 letters were
received and that all were answered.

"The great majority of those who thus were invited
'to switch in and become members of the German world commun-
ity' are citizens of other countries., It is estimated by the
Foreign Office here (Berlin) that there are some 3,000,000
German citizens living abroad. The German short-wave directors
claim, however, to have a potentizl audience of 15,000,000
German 'raclal comrasdes' overseas, They refer to 100,000,000
Germans in all the world, whereas the Reich has a ponuletion
of only 68,000,000."

XXXXXXXXX
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PAYNE MENTIONED AS G.0.P. CANDIDATE FOR N.Y.C. MAYOR

Commissioner George Henry Payne, of the Federsl
Communicstions Commission, was mentioned this week as a pos-
sible candidate for the Republican nomination for Msyor of
New York City, in a syndicated and copyrighted article by
Lemuel F. Parton, The article said, in part:

"In the early sessions of the fusion groun, which
finally nominated and elected Fiorello H. LaGuardia, Mayor of
New York City, the three leading LaGuardia nioneers were
Samuel Seabury, W, Kingsland Mecy, and George Henry Payne.

Now, in the Republican shifting and shuffling which prefaces
the selection of a candidate to run against Mayor LaGuardia,
Mr, Payne's name is the first out of the box. It is offered by
Mr, Mscy, former State Chalrman, in his publication, the
Suffolk Everyweek. This writer hears more and more talk about
Mr. Payﬂe as a possible candidate - a Warwick tilting at the
throne,

XXXXXXXXXX
ROY HOWARD'S SON HEADS CONTINENTAL RADIO CO.

Jack R. Howard, 27-year-old son of Roy W. Howard,
has been elected President of Continental ZRadio Co,, succeed-
ing Karl Bickel, who was named Chairman of the Board of the
radio subsidiary of Scripps-Howard Newspapers.

Members of the Continental Radio Co. directorate
elected this week included Mr, Bickel, Mr. Hawkins, Jack
Howard, M. H. Aylesworth, former President of the Natlonal
Broadcasting Co., now connected with the Scripps-Howard gener-
al management, and Paul Patterson, Comptroller and Genersl
Counsel for Scripps-Howard Newspapers and the radio subsidiary.

For the past six months, Jack Howard has been Assist-
ant Secretary of the rasdio company and its Washington representa-
tive, His duties 1in Washington have been taken over by Paul M.
Segal, Scripps-Howard radio attorney.

It was announced that James C. Hanrahan will continue
as Vice-President of the comvany, an Ohio cormoration formed
in August, 1935. It owns and onerates WJIOX, Knoxville (Tenn,)
News-Sentinel station, and WCPO, Cincinnsti Post station.
Applicetions have been filed for new stations in Toledo,
Columbus, Washington and Denver.

XXXXXXXX
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CELLER PRESSZIS FOR HIARINGS ON SHORT-WAVE STATION

Representative Celler (D.), of New York, this week
predicted that the House Naval Affalrs Committee shortly will
schedule hearings on his bill to establish a government-owned
short-wave broadcasting station in Washington. There were
indicstions that the hesrings may start within the next fort-

night,

The Pan American racdio station nronosal has been
pending for several years, but its snonsors now insist that
it has the backing of the Administrrtion and hrs Pn excellent
chance of becoming a law.

Congressman Celleris bill suthorizes an enpropriation
of §700,000 for construction of the stetilon and 810C,000 annually
for its maintenance. Commercial advertising would be barred,
but commercial stations would be permitted to use the facilitles
under conditions proscribed by the U. S, Office of EZducation,

Commissioner George Henry Payne, who is one of the
promoters of the station, has charged that commercial broad-
casting interests have been responsible for the delay in con-
struction of the station, which was authorized at the Montevido
Conference four years ago.

The station, if built, will operate on the short-wave
frequencies allocated to the Navy Department but in some
instances lent to commercial broadcasters.

Other radio leglslation appeared to be at a standstill
this week as the Senate continued to concentrate on the Presi-
dent's Supreme Court reform proposal a.ud the House concerned it-
self with other matters.

Indefinite delay was foreseen on the Wheeler provosal
to curb the acquisition of broadcesting stations by newsnapers,
The Pittman resolution to provide for the brosdcasting of special
sessions of Congress was still lying idle in the Senste Committee
on Interstate Commerce.

On the House side the Rules Committee was still hold-
ing up the Counnery resolution for a broad radio investigastion
with the chances about even as to whether it will be revorted to
the House, with or without amenéments. e

XX XXXXXX
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RADIO PROGRESS RSIVIZWED IN SARIOFF ANNUAL RZPORT

The Radio Cornorestion of America “"has moved forward
on every front covered by its operations - menufacturing, broad-
cssting, communications, research, patents, and television',
David Sarnoff, President, declared in a statement mace to FCA
stockholders in New York City this week.

A summary of his review follows:

"MANUFACTURING: At the spring meeting of its distributors, our

manufacturing division will introduce & new
1line of RCA Victor receiving sets, phonograoh ccmbinations, and
other products. The market trend is definitely towsrd improved
quallity of performance and appearance.

"BROADCASTING: 1In our broadcasting operations, the substantial
advance made during 1936 in the commercial
position of the National Broadcasting Company has continued,

"COMMUNICATIONS: General increased busiriess activity has

caused a larger volume of foreign corres-
pondence, increased foreign travel, and greater traffic 1in the
exchange of international broedcasting programs, All these
have resulted in a larger volume of tusiness for our communica-
tion services. Both R.C.A. Communicetions and Radiomarine
Corporation are benefiting from tnis increassed business activ-
1ty in the foreign rield,

"RESEARCH: Our leadership in research, covering every devel-

opment of the radio art, coiitinues to produce
lmprovements in broadcasting and receiving equipment, end in
all other electronic applications, We are malntaining unabated
our research efforts in the promising field of ulstr-short
waves. In the conquest of this part of the spectrum, lies the
hope of perfected television and facsimile, as well as the
establishment of other new radio services,

"TELEVISION: Technically, the art of television needs still
further improvement in transmission as well as
receotion. As these improvements are made, the cost should
decrease and thereby reduce the magnitude of the financial
problems of establishing a nation-wide television service.

"The Columbia Broadcasting System has Just
announced its plans to enter the fleld of experimental high-
definition television. Thet company hes placed with us, this
week, an order for the manufacture of a modern RCA television
transmitter to be installed on the Chrysler Building in New
York City,
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"FINANCIAL: Vet profit, after all deductions, will Dbe
apnroximately 92,200,000 for ihe firsi quarter
of 1937, compared with €1,287,000 for the first quarter of
1936. This is an increase in net profit of more tkhan $900,000
for the first three mcnths of this yeer, comparecd with the
same period of lest year. After zllowing for the quarter's
preferred dividend charges, amounting to $8C8,000, there
remain $1,391,000, equivaient to ten cents ver share of com-
mon stock, against a “eficit of avoroximately one cent per
share in the corresponding cuarter of last yeer.* -

s

XXXXXXXXX
INDIA AWARDS COWTRACTS FOR WINZ STATIONS

Awards have just been made for nine troadcasting
sets, bids fcr which were recently opened by the Government
of India at New Delhi. The successful bidaer for 4 medium
wave ¢ Zw. ecets and one short-wave 5 kw. set was the Marconi
Company, while 4 short-wave 10 kw. sets were ewarded 1o the
Philips Electrical Company,

Philips’ bid on the four 10 kw. sets was Rs.1l31l,000
each, f.o.b, Indian port, or Rx.133,CC00, f.o0.b, Delhi,

Awards were made on the basls of a 4,000 working
hour gusrantee on valves and also a guarantee against price
increase for valve renewals during the next five years,
Deliveries were 32 weeks for the first set, 40 weeks for the
second, 48 weeks for the third and 56 weeks for the fourth,
Erection 1s going to be done under Government of India super-
vision although Philips is supvlying the erection englneer
who will be on Government payroll from the arrival of the
first set to the complete installation of the last set.

British bids on the 10 kw. sets were very slightly
over the Philips' bid; their valve guarantee was only for
2,000 hours. Marconi bid Ts,75,125 each f.o0.b. on the
medium wave sets and Rs,80,252 fo.b. vort with the addition
of approximately Rs,38,000 for serial, 1lnstallation and mast
lights on the short wave set. These awards were also based on
valve guarantees and guarantces against price 1increases,

The value of the rupee in India is 36.9 cents in
U. S. currency.

XXXXXXXX
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ASCAP FORMS ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE; MILLS CHAIRMAN

The American Society of Composers. Authors; and
Publishers this week reorszanized its administrative set-up by
forming an Administrative Committee with ¥, C. Mills, former
General Manager, as Chairman.

John G, Pair.e, Chairman of the Board <f the Music
Publishers® Protective Association, was selected to become
General Manager, succeeding Kr. Miils, who will now be relieved
of most of his administrative dautles.

The other members of the Committee are (rene Buck,
President of ASCAP, Irving Caesar, Louls Bernstein, and Walter
Fischer,

XXXXXXXXXX
DEUYAND IN PANAMA FOR RADIO ERECEIVING SETS INCREASING

The demand for radio receiving sets in Panama hes
been steaaily increasing since the inauguration in 1935 of
regular radio broadcasting within the Republic, according to
Assistant Trade Commissioner A, R, Randolph, Pesname, in a
report to the Zlectricel Division, Bureau of Foreign and
Domestic Commerce, Department of Commerce.

Imports of radio receiving sets into Panama which
totalled 1,618 units in 1934, advanced to 2,558 units in 1935,
and registered a further increase in 1936 when imports were
recorded at 3,120 units, practically all of which originated
in the United ctates, the report states.

The average price paid by the consumer for receiving
sets of the combination short wave and broadcast bands is
approximately $60. It is believed that lower priced units
would stimulate sales in the Republic, according to the
Commerce Department.

Seven broadcasting stations are in operation in the
Republic at the present time and three additional stations
which have now been licensed and assigned wave length and
frequency have not yet commenced broadcasting, it was stated.

Woodwork in radio receiving sets intended for use in
Panama should be cocnstructed with strict regard for the warm
humid climate. All metal parts must be protected against
corrosion since moisture gets into any exposed and susceptible
part According to John H. Payne, Chief of the ZTiectrical
Division, sets structurely correct for Americsn use often
@eteriorate rapialy in the presence of the excessive humidity
in many tropical countries,

X XXX XXXX
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BROOKLYN CASE HEARING ENDS AFTER THREE WEEKS

The now celebrated 'Brooklyn case", which has been
pending before the Federal Communicetlons Commission and
its predecessor, the Federal Radlo Commission, for several
years on Friday completed another stage in 1its progress. Hear-
ings, which have been conducted daily for the last three
weeks, were concluded.

It 1s expected that the FCC will take several weeks
to study the voluminous testimony before reachling a decision.

As the case was held before the full Commlssion,
practically all other matters before the regulatory body o
have been deleyed. "

XXXXXXXXX
FRENCH TELEVISION RZSTRICTED TO GOVERNMENT

M. Jardillier, Minister of P.T.7T., has announced
that, in order to avoid the difficulties which had been
experienced in the develooment of brosdcasting, the Government
has decided tha®t television experiments should be made by
the State in collaboration with specialists only, according to
World-Redio. He has, therefore, refused to sllow Radlo-
Toulouse to make television trsnsmissions. This 1s evidently
the resson why Poste Parisien hss not succeeded in obtaining
permission to transmit television, in svite of having installed
the Barthelemy system. Since the beginning of the year, trans-
missions of white lines, squares, rectangles, and other geo-
metrical figures have been made from the rue de Grenelle from
10 a.m, to 10:30 a.m. and from 4:30 p.m. to 5 v.m. in order to
assist manufacturers in testing their apparatus,

The Minister of P.T.T. has decided upon the construc-
tion of a new ultra-short-wave transmitter for the television
station of the Eiffel Tower. The Broadcasting Service will
take steps to increase the power and range of the station to
permit the transmission of television under the best conditions
possible at the present moment. Further details of these
Improvements will be given later.

X XXX XXXX
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NBC'S MARCH REVENUE 19% UP OVER YEAR AGO

NBC network revenue for March, 1937, climbed 19%
over the corresponding month last year - the totzl of
$3,614,283 making the gain for the first quarter of 1937 24%
ahead of the same period in 1936,

Inaiviaual NBC network figures for March, 1937, give
the NBC-Blue Network $1,082,961, and the NBC-Red Ketwork
$2,531, 322.

The first-quarter total for 1937 - $10,452,064 -
compares with $8,433,988 in 1936, .

XXXXXXXX
SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO REFEREZNDUM PROVEIS FLOP

The radio referendum recently conducled by the
South African Broadcasting Cornmoration was far from being
successful, according to the U. S. Department of Commerce,
Less than 30,00C replies were received to the 157,000 inquir-
les sent out, and for this reason: it is said that the Bosrd
will not publish the results of the referendum. Meager though
the results were, the Board is proceeding on the theory that
the votes represent opinion throughout the Union, and doubt-
less its actions in the immediate future will be guided by
the response it has received.

It 1s believed that there will be a reduction in
the ratio of Afrikaans in Johannesburg broadcasts and other
districts where votes showed an overwhelming demand for uni-
lingual programs. In order to bring this into effect, a new
transmitting station at Springfontein will be erected at a
cost of 540,000, and will be connected with Port Tlizabeth by
land line, for broadcasts of completely Afrikasns services.

It has been decided to send the General Manager of
the Corporation on a brief trip to England, to investigate
latest advances made in broadcssting and in television.,

According to estimates based on the result of the
referendum, 700,000 people in the Union listen in on the
160,000 licensed sets. Of these, 75,000 (slightly less than
one helf) are on the Rand. These fipgures indicate that there
is still a tremendonus market here for sales of new sets. It
1s thought that practically 100 percent of the sets in the
Union are licensed, and that there is 1ittle, if any, pirating,

XXXXXXXX
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5000 RADIO RECZIVERS TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO CHINESE SCHOOLS

Tc supplement the two thousand radio sets now in-
stalled in the schools of China, the Ministry of Education
has Just ordered the distribution of an addit onal five
thousand rsaio receivers to schools, accordin;; to a renort
to the Commerce Department from the American Ccminerciasl
Attache, Shanghal,

The Chinese Government electric works st Shanghal
which furnishes government supplies i< manufscturing the
maJority of the radio sets. The Central Broedcesting Stetion
at Nanking has been instructed to furnish dsily broadcests on
educatlionsl and sclentific subjects, the revort states,

XXX XXXXXX
”~ -/
" MUTUAL REVENUE FOR MARCH GAINS 11%

The Mutual Broadcasting System!s gross revenue for
the month of March totaled $2i2,861.07, an increase of 1l per-
cent over March, 1936,

The cumulative total for the first quarter gives
MBS $602,311,16. -

—

—

X XXX XXX
FOREIGN RADIO ADVERTISEMENTS BANWED BY DUTCH

A Netherlands ministerlal letter has been sent to
raaio distributlion stations prohibiting the transmission of
foreign redio advertisements or of programs consisting chiefly
of advertisements (such as the Luxemburg station).

XXXXXXXXXX

A favorable revort was filed by EZxaminer Melvin H,
Dalberg this week with the Federal Communications Commissio:
on the application of WATR, Waterbury, Conn., for authority to
shift its frequency from 1190 to 1290 kc. and increase its
power from 100 to 230 watts and 1ts overating hours from part
time to unlimited.

XXXXXXXXXX
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CBS MARCH BILLINGS SET NEW RZCORD

Time sales on the Columbla network for March, 1937,
totalled 82,559,716, an increase of 17.8% over March, 1936,
which grossed $2,172,382. Thls, a record-breaking March,
is the second highest month in CBS history, Tollowing October,
1925, whan billings reached %2,7.4,808. Cum:latlve total
for 3he filrst qusrter of 1937 is §7,202,653, an increase of
20.4% over the same period last year, I

—

XXXXXXXX
JAPANESE TIGHTEN UP ON SEORT-WAVE SETC

A newspaper clipping, submitted by U. S. Assistant
Trade Commissioner Carl H. Boehringer, Tokyvo, cites the czse
of port pollice tightening up on short-wave radios through
the seizure of such a radio from a person nct a subjJect of
Japan, The owner of the radio was charzed with having pos-
sessed a short--wave radio without a vroper Zicersz. This
Incident took place in Yokohama.

Gendarmerie officlals advised a representative of
the "Japan Advertiser? staff that they believe short--wave
sets have been imported generally, although their use is-
virtually prohibited by law, and they intend to handle the
above case vigorously as a warning to others., Persons violat-
ing the wireless telegraphic regulations governing radio sets
are liable to a maximum fine of 1,000 yen or imprisonment up
to one year and confiscation of the set, according to the
officers. The outcome of the owner is not as yet known,

XXXXXXXX

Stromberg Carlson Telephone Manufacturing Company
and subsidiary makes the following financial report for 1936:
Net profit after surtax, $235,531, equal, after annual divi-
dend requirements on 5,768 shares of 6% percent cumulative
preferred stock, to 63 cents each on 273,280, no-var shares of
common stock, This compares with $46,654, or $4.66 each on
10,000 shares of 6% percent preferred stock, earned in the
preceding year.

XXXXXXXXXX
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AERIAL MEDICAL SERVICE UNIQUE RADIO UNIT

A unigque radio organization of the Antipodes 1is
the "Aerial Medical Service" in Australia.

As explained bty U. S. Consul John W. Dye, of Mel-
bourne, it was founded sometime in May, 1828, urder tkre
auspices of the Australian Inland Mission. Baby fpedsl sets"
form the equipment sold to inland gsettlers. There are now
about 50 "pedal sets™ ln isolated outposts throughout
Australia. Cloacurry, in the State of Queensland, is the
headquarters or tkhe location of the mother radio station,

The source of power for the transmissions is a small high
tension generator which, instead of being engine driven, is
operated by bicycle pedals. This provides & simple, constant
power supply, which requires little or no atteniicn to keep
it in working order.

The messages are set from the "pedzl sets' in Morse
code, but it 1s not necessary for the station ;eople to know
the code. OSupplied with each machine is an automatic key-
board. This machine has a keyboard exactlylike “hat of a
typewriter. To send a message, all thet one has to do is to
press down the appropriate keys, Jjust as though one were
typing a letter, and the machine sutomatically sends the cor-
responding Morse cole signals.

On these sets messages for advice and medicsl helo
are sent, and usually picked up by the Cléncurry station. At
Cloncurry there 1s an aeroplane always awaiting, with a doctor
standing by. The plane has a cabin sufficiently iarge to
carry a patient on a stretcher. ‘

The Victorian branch of the Associstion is respons-
ible for the newly established base at Wyndham, in West
Australia. Another base is at Port Headland, West Australla,
which is under the West Australian administration.

The wireless sets have been designed and built by
an Alfred Traeger, now chief wireless engineer of the Aerial
Medical Service. It is understood that the cost of installing
wireless sets in the individual outposts or homesteads is
about £80 (approximately £320).

XXXXXXXXXX
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SARNOFF HECKLED AT STOCKHOLDEZRS' MEETING

The annual meeting of the Stockholders of the Radio
Corporation of America, held Tuesday afternoon in New York (ity,
was almost turned into complete disorder as "boos" and cat-
calls were hurled at David Sarnoff, President, who presided
over the meeting, according tu the New York Times, When a stock-
holder rose to defend ir. Sarnoff, he was greeted with cries
of "Stooge!"

"There were about 250 persons at the meeting", the
Times reported. "The disturbance began when Mr. Sarnoff announc-
ed the names of four Directors to be voted upon for re-election
to the Board for three years, Particular objiection was voiced
by Lewis Gilbert, who said he 'represented 800 shares’, against
the appearance on the ballot of the names of Edward J. Nally
and Frederick Strauss,

"Mr. Nally and Mr. Strauss were attacked by Mr, Gil-
bert on the ground that they ‘'held no stock whatsoever in the
company, and therefore, should not represent tlie stockholders,'
He added that it was his intention to finstigate a protest vote
against the present directorate.'

"This, apparently, was ail that a handful of stock-
holders needed to hear, for almost immediately a dozen or more
stockholders Jumped from their chairs to uphold Mr. Gilbert's
contentions. Mr. Sarnoff, who by now was constantly calling
for order, requested the dissenting group to 'at least observe
the elementary rules of parliamentary procedure', and was greet-
ed with 'boos.'

"However, his request oroved futile, for a woman
stockholder, who identified herself as Miss Anna T. Robinson,
challenged Mr. Sarnoff's ability as President of the Company
and demanded that the present Board of Directors, which she
termed 'nothing but a group of bankers and stock brokers' be
replaced by men who 'knew a little more about the technical
side of the radio business.' She added that she was opposed
to 'banker management that is totally ignorant of the affairs
of the Company it directs.' She also demanded to know 'why
the investors do not get more consideration,'

"Mr. Sarnoff, who was talking into a loud-speaker
system, indicated that 1if order were restored, he would gladly
answer her question. In a few minutes the situation quieted
down somewhat and Mr. Sarnoff said:

"'If this lady knew personally, as I do, those Dir-
ectors which she now attacks, I am sure that she wouid not hold
them incompetent, They have devoted years of untiring and
unselfish devotion ito the affairs of our Company and deserve
a vote of thanke.!

The Directors were re-elected.

XXX XXXXXX
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////&BC STARTS NZW TELEZVISION TESTS

Field tests of RCA experimental television with the
new 44l1-line definition, were resumed this week by the National
Broadcasting Compan7. The tests will continue taroughout the
Spring and Summer months,

Test programs will be televised aaily from the NBC
transmitter in the Empire State Tower. Quality of reception
will be checked by NBC engineers on more than 75 receivers plac-
ed at selected points throughout the metropolitan area. ’

0. B. Hanson, NBC Chief Engineer, said the objJect of
the new tests, waich represent the latest development in seven
years of television experiment by NBC, is to determine the hone
program potentialities of high definition television. RCA
television of 441-line definition has been 1n operation in the
Laboratory since last December, but this will be the first test
under practical field conditions.

XXXXXXXXX =
CHAIN STORE CLASHES WITH WCAU IN “CENSORSHIP"

The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tez Co., which has been
waging a campaign against a vroposed Pennsylvania chailn store
tax, clashed with Station WCAU and the Columbia Broadcasting Co.
over its "Bandwagon" radio program in Philadelphia last week,

The Company had planned to present on its program
Thursday two speakers who were to talk agazinst the chain store
tax bill now being considered by the Pennsylvania State Legls-
lature. 0. C. Adams, President of the A, & P, Southern Division,
charged that the speakers were not permitted to deliver thier
addresses. As a result, the Company inserted full-page
advertisements in Philadelphia newspapers Fricay headed: "This
Is the Story the Radio Kept From You," Below this caption,
the addresses of Eleanor Davis, economist, and G. A. Boger,
President of the Lehigh Valley Cooperative Farmers' Association
in fennsylvania were printed,

In explaining the radio station's stand, Dr. Leon
Levy, President of WCAU, said: "Columbisa Broadcasting System
and WCAU sell time to advertisers solely for the advertising
of their goods and services. We refuse to sell time for the
discussion of controversial public issues or dissemination of
propaganaa to influence legislation."

Dr. Levy then offered free time for discussion of
the i1ssue 1f speakers of both sides were on the program, The
offer was accepted, and the debate was held on the following
Saturday night,

XXXXXXX
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DUNLAP CONTRIBUTES NOTABLE MARCONI BIOGRAPHY P A '
%) <

Just off the press is the first great bilography of i

Marconi,

It is written by Orrin &, Dunlap, Jr., Radin Editor ‘}bé
of the New York Times, whose own cereer begen as a wireless
operator. It reveals much heretofore unknown sbout Marconi's VLA VU7
early life, is the result of years of vainstaking research
and carries a preface by Marconi, who himselt resd the final (9
proofs so that the book would be accurate in facts sabout wire- de"
less and historically correct in personal detaill.

In addition to the story of the part played by the
Italian wizard in the develooment of radio, tnld as never
before, the book touches on many historical events - the heroic
and dramatic role of Marconl wireless in the "Fepublic? dis-
aster and the "Titanic" mid-ocean tragedy. The blography is
profusely illustrated. .

Here 1lndeed is a book -~ "Marconi - The Man and His
Wireless" - published by The Macmillan Company, New York (price
$3.50) which is seo attractively written and so important
historically that it will probably prove not only a best-
seller but an authoritative library reference book of all time.

In the preface, Marconl wrote that it was pleasing to
him that Mr. Dunlap, an editor possessing a wide background of
practical experience in radio, had written the story and the
great lnventor concluded:

"In revealing to the world the significance of wire-
less and its influence on the lives of the people, I hope that
this book in English will further cement the friendship of
Italy and the Anglo-speaking nations, and thst this story of
wireless will be an inspiration to youth in science. The
achievements of wireless illustrate the truth that where there
1s a will there is a way. There are no limits in science; each
advance wldens the sphere of exploration, It was that way in
1895; it is that way now,

"Radlo is a symbol of progress."

Face to face, Marconi is radically different from the
world's general picture of him as a sclentist, Mr. Dunlap
writes. '"He 1is mors Znglish than Italian; shy and mysterious,
punctual but not easy to meet. Simplicity is the secret of
his wizardry end simplicity of thought enabled him to accomplisch

S
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what skilled mathematicians and theorists had failed to do
pecause they became entangled in deep technic-1l anproaches.
Marconl crowned by wireless, is always rews, :enerally front

page.

"Today broadcasting bespeaks hls genius; television
1llustrates it."

One of Marconi's early assoclates was quoted as say-
ing that the success of Italy's genius may be sumred un in
patience and infinite persistence plus a great deal of natursl
ability. Thls man said that he had seen Marconi work thirty
hours at a stretch; that he rated routine business, and while
he has a business sense, he lacks administrative and organiz-
ing ability. He is no mixer; out of 700 on the Marconi staff
probably not more than a half-dozen knew him well enough to
speak to.

Among the anecdotes in the book, of which there are
many, Mr. Dunlap relates the followling about President Roose-
velt and Marconi:

"iMarconi Day' at the exposition wes designeted in
tribute to the distinguished visitor, and on that occeslon the
Western Society of Engineers invited Marconi for luncheon,

Just as the engineers were seated a ncte came from President
Roosevelt, wno was also a guest of the Exposition on that day,
inviting Marconl to pay him a brief call. The Senatore excus-
ed himself, and some twenty minutes later returned. His face
wore a puzzled expression; as he sat down at the luncheon teble
he turned to Dr. Arthur H. Compton, and exclaimed:

""Where did I meet that man? Mr. Poosevelt describ-
ed the exact details of a meeting in 1917, but for the 1life of
me I cannot remember the occasion.'

"It was apparent that on the earlier occasion of
their meeting, when Marconl was visiting the United States on
behalf of the Italian Government, there was no reason for him
to remember an Under-Secretary of the Navy, who was one of the
many guests at a reception in his honor, whereas, to the Under-
Secretary Franklin D. Roosevelt, the inventor of wireless was
the man of the hour."

A highlight of the book is a description of the thrill-
ing moment in Newfoundland when the great wizard breathlessly
tried out his receiving outfit by which he hoped to pick up an
electric signal from across the Atlantic in Poldhu, =Zngland,
thirty-six years ago. Marconi listened and listened, but not a
sound was heard for half an hour.

"Suddenly, at about 12:30 o'clock, unmistakably three
8Cant 1ittle clicks in the telephone receiver, corresponding
to three dots in the Morse code, sounded several times in my
ear as I listened intently", said Marconi, in recounting the
day. "But I would not be satisfled without corroboration.
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"!Can you hear anything, Kemp?' I said, handing
the receiver to my assistant.

"Kemp heard the same thing I diqd, and I knew then
that I had been absolutely right in my anticipation", recalled
Marconi, "Electric waves which were being sent out from
Poldhu had traversed the Atlantic serenely ignoring the curva-
ture of the earth, which so many doubters considered would be
a fatal obstacle, I knew then thest the day on which I should
be able to send full messages without wires or cables across
the Atlantic was not very far away. Distance hasd been over-
come, and further development of the sending and receiving
instruments was all that was required."

It 1s told how Marconi was conducted on a tour of
Radio Clty, through the elaborate broadcesting studios and
back-stage of the magnificent Music Hall.

"To the showman who pnointed out the features, Marconi
did not appear to be impressed. His mind seemed to be looking
ahead - to something even greater? Or was he puzzled at the
vast outlay of money in this field of radio which might change
overnight and render much of it obsolete?

“To the chief engineer who described the nerve
centre of the broadcasting system Marconl geve the impression
of being perplexed; when a novel device was explained, the
only word he found to express surprise was, 'indeed', with an
exclamation point, It all seemed as if modern radio had run
ahead of Marconi, But had 1t?"

Referring to the yacht "Elettra", on board of which
the inventor's notable experiments have been carried on, Mr,
Dunlap pays a final tribute.

"Throughout the ages it seems the 'Elettra' will
sall on and on into the infinite with her white and golden
bow gently dipping with the swells of Time as it moves across
the ethereal sea toward the westerly sun. On the bridge
Marconi can be seen waving his Italian naval cap in farewell
to earthly waters. Surely there must be more of wireless out
there in the infinite, far off in unfathomed space across whica
all wireless waves endlessly surge ageinst unseen shores from
which no traveler has yet returned.

"The spark of his genius will leap forever across _

the skieg."
-

At
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PAYNE PROPOSES BROADCAST STATION TAX

Commissioner George Henry Payne, of the Federal
Communications Commission, advocates a special tax on broad-
cast stations. A letter was sent Tuesday (April 13) by
Commissioner Payne to Congressman John J. Bclan. of New York,
outlining the former's station tax proposal. Also a bill
which Mr. Payne drafted embodying his suggestions. Mr., Payne's
letter follows:

"In accordance with our conversation of the other
day, I am sending you my ideas of a bill that would meet the
serious situation that exists with regard to the taxing of
the broadcast stations, As neither Dr. Miller nor myself 1is
a bill drafter by birth or profession, I supnose you will
have the bill run over by your Leglslative Counsel of the
House. There has been a widespread conviction that the
enormous profits made by the brosdcast stations more than
Justify a special tax, as they now enjoy the use of a great
national resource and it 1s the government that bears the
burden of the regulation without which they could not exist,

"Various members of both branches of Congress have
at times suggested that this situation should be remedied, but
all the suggestions were in the form of taxatlion of the gross
revenue or net income. This form of taxation with the varying
sums and the large amount of labor involved 1s obviously not
as workable or practical as the one outlined in the bill
enclosed,

"The levy on power in the form of a special tax
is simple, calculable at once and is eminently fair. To give
you some 1ldea of the profits, 1t 1s a fact that there are not
more than $40,000,000 invested in the broadcasting business
and the gross revenue last year exceeded $107,000,000, with
the possibility of 1ts reaching $125,000,000 to $130,000,000
in the current year., Not long ago, one station, which repre-
sented an investment of $177,192.15, was sold for $1,250,000;
another, which represented an investment of $146,006.02, was
sold for $452,500.00; and still another, which represented an
investment of 8$90,321,09, was sold for $300,000.00, - and so on,

"Computed on the brosdcast licenses now in effect,
the total amount of revenue that this special tax will yield
will be $6,946,395.00, including the tax on an experimental
brosdcast license now in effect, representing a temporary
increase of 450,000 watts.

"Many years sgo the government gsve to the telegraph
companies concessions in land and timber and the government
has since that time continued to receive compensation in the
form of substantially lower rates. The government, as you know,
pays only forty per cent of the normal rates on all messages
sent by telegraph. In the case of the broadcast industry the
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government has made a far more valuable gift from the public
resources without an; compensation whatever,

"The proposed special tax wili be no burden on the
broedcast incdustry as it represents lees than six percent of
the revenue of the industry. At best it 1s but a smaill
return for the great privilege the industry ewnjoys in using
the people's alrwaves, I may mention, in this connection,
that the bill represents purely a revenve messure and that
no special ta:: heretofore levied by the government, includ-
ing the speclal taxes of the Harrison Act and the Firearms
Act, which are largely regulatory, has ever been upset by
the courts,

The section of Mr, Payne's bill having to do with
speclal tax rates and registration reads:

"Or or before July 1, 1937, or upon first engaging
in the operation of a broadcast station in the United States,
and thereafter on or before the first day of July of each
year, every person operating a broadcast station in the
United States shall register with-the collector for the dis-
trict in which such station is located, his name or styile,
principal place of business, and places of businese in such
district, and pay a specisl tax, computed on the power
authorized by the Cummission for use by the station, at
the following rates:

"For every station authorized to use not in excess
of 1000 watts, $1.00 a watt for each watt authorized. For
every station authorized to use in excess of 100 watts and
not in excess of 10,000 watts, $2.00 a watt for each watt
authorized. For every station authorized to use in excess
of 10,000 watts, $3.00 a watt for each watt authorized.

"If the tax is payable on the 1lst day of July in
any year it shall be computed for one year; if the tax is pay-
able on any other day 1t shall be computed proportionately
from the 1lst day of the month in which the liability to the
special tax commenced to and including the 30th day of June
following: Provided thst, in the case of failure on the part
of the Commission t{o renew s license for any station in res-
pect to which special tax has been paid the unexpired portion
of the pericd for which the svecial tax stamo hss been issued
may be redeemed.

"In the case of a part time station, the tex shall
be thst proportion of the tax imposed by subsection (a) which
the number of daily hours suthorized by the Commission bears
to 24 hours.

"In the case of a station using varying amounts of
power, the tax shall be at the rate imposed by subsection (a)
using as the basic the welghted averagze amount of power
authorized by the Commission.
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"Pime borrowed from or loaned to another stestion
shall not affect the basis of the tax.

"The provisions of gection 2 shall not anonly to a
station certified by the Commission to the Commissioner as
(1) operated by the United States fovernment, any State,
Territory, or possession of the Unlted States, or any politi-
cal subdivision thereof, or the District of Coiumbis; or
(2) operated exclusively for non-profit purposes and brosd-
casting only unsponsored programs. "

XXXXXXXXXX
U.S. REPORT ON HAVANA PARLEY SUBMITTED TO STATE DEPARTMENT

Coincident with the adoption of a resolution by
the Cuban Cabinet to invite all countries on the North and
South American continents to a radio conference next November
in Havana, the report of the U. S, delegation to the recent
Havana engineering parley was submitted to Secretary of
State Hull this week. The report raves the way to the November
Conference,

) The recent engineering conference was participatec
in only by Canada, Cuba, Mexico, and the United States. A
tentative accord was reached, but #ll decisions are subject to
approvel by the general meeting in November.

The maJor problem worked out by the initiel parley,
according to the U, S, report, was the proposals of Cenaca,
Cuba, and Mexico that exclusive channels be assigned to each
nation and thet these channels be divided on the basis of some
formula acceptable to all four nations represented,

Three members.of the U. S. delegetion, Commdr, T,A.l,
Craven, Chlef Ingineer of the Federal Communications Commis-
sion; Harvey B. Otterman, of the Stete Demartment; and Tllis
0. Briggs, Second Secretery of the U. 3. Tmbassy 1in Cuba,
were on this importsnt committee.

. "After an intensive study of the views of eech of
the countries represented and a real attempt to decide the
extremely complex problems on the basis of sound engineering
principles rather than on the basis of national or political
considerations, the Committee was happlly able to arrive at
a meeting of the minas", the U. S. delegation reported, "and
the following principles were agreed to unanimously:

_ "With respect to clear channels, the former doctrine
of international coverage has been change to 'freedom from
interference within the borders of a country.'
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"The adoption of the United States standard practices
for regilonal stations is applied to the North American region
as a whole resulting iIn the use of reglonal channels by alil
nations when no interference will exist to any regional sta-
tion under the engineering standards recognized in the
englneering report of January 1l of the Commission's Engineer-
ing Department. This was accompllished after full consideration
by all delegations of the doctrine long recognized by our
Government with respect to sovereign rights of nations rela-
tive to the use of radio, Therefore, no new international
principle or change of policy on the part of the United States
is involved,

"With reference Lo clear channels, the rights of
nations to use frequencies is modified when they cause inter-
ference to the reception of stations in other countries, and
hence it 1s recognlzed that regional arrangements are neces-
sary to permit the orderly Jjoint use by all nations of the
narrow broadcasting band mutually agreed upon by nations of
the world for allocetlion to broadcast service. o new inter-
national principles have been evolved here with regard to
clear channels and the practice and policies of the United
States have been sustained.

"Channels formerly assigned exclusively to a country
can be used by other nations in daytime when no more thasn five
micro-volts interference is caused, at the border by stastions
of another nation using the same channel. This will result in
easing the present difficulties. in the United States relative
to our dsytime stations by adding six channels which sre 1in
the band 550 to 1500 kc., which 2re not now avallable to us,
While the same concession was made to Canada and to other nations,
no harm can come to the United States stations if the terms cf
this agreement are set forth 2t the November Conference and
agreed upon there and thereafter msintained in force by all
nations,

"Three classes of clear channels, one class of reg-
lonal channels and one class of local channels were recommended
much along our own present or proposed practice except that the
use of directional antennae is encouraged between nations when
convenient, Thls is in accord with what has been recognized as
engineering necessity in our own country.

"Six classes of stations defined very much along the
lines of the Federal Communications Commission's Englneering
Department's January report were adopted. These do not mater-
lally cnange our existing practice and are in accord with our
present necessities.

"For the purpose of promoting coordination between
nations with respect to questions of interference in the brosd-
cast band 540-1€00 kc., each nation a party to this agreement,
should notify the others with respect to the call signs, fre-
quency, power, antenna characteristics, and location of the
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stations they have authorized; and for purposes of obtaining
cooperation with respect to intcrnational irterference they
shall state 1n which class they deem the statlons they have
authorized should be listed.

iFor the first time in international resdio history,
'obJectionable interference' has been defined in specific
terms for use between nations on tkhe North American continent,
The United States practices are followed in this instance
and it 1s believed that, in view of *the general mlsunderstand-
ing throughout the Americes of whet is meant by interference
of an obJjectionable character, this action will go fer toward
attaining en orderly use of the broadcast bend in thls region,

"The frequency 540 Xc., 1s permitted to be used for
broadcasting ss provided for in the present agreement between
Canada and the United States excent that distence from the
coest line is prescribed. The broadcast band was extended to
1600 kec. in accordance with the United States broposals et
Mexico City and present United States volicy.

"The use of 520 kec. and 530 ke. and all other long
waves was rejected for broedecasting. This 15 in zsccord with
the existing United States policy. The frequency sevaration
of 10 kc. and the assignment of frequencies in multiples of
ten kc. was maintained in accordance with the present United
States policy.

"The division of the 107 channels between 540 ané 1600
ke. is as follows:

"58 as clear channels of all classes

"33 as regional channels

"16 as local channels, ten of which are for urban
stations (our low power regionals) and six
for city stations (our local)

"An important recommendation ratified by the Confer-
ence recognizes the essentlal difference between broadcasting
frequencies in the normal broadcest vand 540-1600 kc. and
broadcesting on short waves. While the former are recognized
as being essentially for national service, it is pointed out
that for successful short wave broadcasting and especially the
cultural exchange of programs among the Americas, ststions in
the short wave broadcasting bands should be required to use
Sufficient power t0 permit the rendition of good international
service,

"Your Delegation feels that this Regional Conference
of the four nations while preliminary in character wss emi-
nently successful in establishing the fundementel needs for
broedcesting service of the particimeting cointries and through
the schievement of unarnimous agreement on the broadcasting
engineering bases involved, the way is vaved for e more com-
prehenslve agreement among the varticivating nations in the
November Conference."

XXXXXXXX
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NAB CONWVENTION TO BE HELD JUNEZ 20-23 AT CHICAGO

Directors of the WNational Associstion of Brosd-
casters have selected Chicago again for their annual member-
ship meeting and June 20-23 as the dates, according to James
W. Baldwin, Managing Director, after consultetion with the
Executive Committee.

Meeting in Weshington last week, the Directors dis-
cussed the recent Havana broadcasting conference, which Mr.
Baldwin attended as an unofficial observer, and endorsed the
Duffy and Sheorard Cooyright Bills now nending in Congress.

Edward J. Pitzgerald, Director of the Bureau of
Copyrights, gave an audition for the Directors to demonstrate
the progress of the Bureau in building an electrical trans—
crintion library.

The Directors also decided to offer legal aid in
defense of the Montana and Washington State Copyright laws,
now under fire of the American Society of Authcrs, Composers,

and Publishers. _——

XXXXXXXXXX
RMA ON PROGRAM OF C.I.0., U,E.R.Q. OFFICIAL SAYS

If the United Zlectrical and Radio Workers Union
obtains contracts from Westinghouse and General Zlectrical,
now in negotiation, it will next turn its guns on the National
Electrical Manufacturers' Association and the Radio Manu-
facturers' Association, according to the Presldent of the
Union,

The C.I.O0. group, confident of success in its con-
versations with the electrical manufacturing companies, expécts
to reach all other electrical and resdio manufacturers through
their respective trade associations.

Some 425,000 workers are involved in the companies
represented by the two trade organizations, it was estimated.

XXXXXXXX
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t:i: TRADE NOTES ::::

® ¢ &
" e e .

Lenox R. Lohr, President of the Nstional Brosdcast-
ing Company, will return to his boyhcod home town, Washington,
D. C., on April 19th to address a gathering of newspaper men
who will be guests of the Washington Board of Trade.

A tax of 9 pesos has been levied on each radio in
the city of Santiago, according to & report of February 24,
1937, from Assistant Commercisl Attache Harold M. Randall,
Santlago. The funds derived from the tax are to be devoted
to various public improvements in the cilty.

e et et e > = -

A favorable report on the application of WCOP,
Boston, for authority to transfer from 1120 toc 1130 kc., was
filed with the PFederal Communications Commission this week by
Examiner George ©P. Hill, conditional upon compliance with
Rule 131,

—— o ——— —

WJR, Detrolt, mskes the folliowing renort for the
March quarter:. Net income, $151,231, equal to $1.16 esch on
130,000 shares, compared with net income before taxes of
$128,824 in first three months of 1936,

A report that the Columbia Broadcesting System would
drop its Cleveland affilliated station WHK, at the expiration
of its present contract on October 31lst, has been confirmed
by Herbert V. Akerberg, CB83 Vice-President in Charge of Sta-
tion Relations, and in 1ts place, C2S has signed WGAR as the
Cleveland outlet, effective November 1lst.

=y e PP e e e o $ gy G oy G

False and misleading representations as to the thera-
peutic value of a medicinal preparstion designated as "Willard
Tablets" is alleged by the Federal Trade Commission in a com-
plaint issued against Willard Tablet Co., Inc., 215 West
Randolph St., Chicago. The respondent is a radio advertiser,

Three radio stations, KSOO, Sioux Falls, S.D.; WDEL,
Wilmington, Del., and WORK, York, Penna., will be welcomed to
the networks of the National Broadcasting Company in NBC program
salutes during the afternoon and evening of Thursday, April 15,
The recent signing of the stations brought the number of NBC
affiliated stations to 124.

XXXXXXXX
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RADIO SPARSELY REPRESZITED AT GRIDIRON

Only a few lucky ones from the redio industry were
included in the invitation 1list of the Spring Dinner of the
Gridiron Club in Washington last Saturday night, attended by
President Roosevelt, Chief Justice Hughes, Genersl Pershing
and other high officials,

Besides the President, there was, as usual, only
one other distinguished speaker, this year Myron C. Taylor,
Chairman of the Board of the U. S. Steel Corporation.

Fedio notables present were Judge A. L. Ashby,
Vice-President and General Attorney for the National Broad-
casting Company, dNew York City; Gene Buck, President of the
American Society of Composers, New York City; Harry C.
Butcher, Vice-President, Columbia Brozdcasting System,
Washington, D. C.; John W. Guider, radlo Counsel, Washington,
D, C.; 2nd Senator Burton K. Wheeler, Chairman of the Senate
Interstate Commerce Commission,

XXXXXXXX
U. 5. PROVIDES 11% OF IRISH RADIO IMPOFRTS

While there are more than 100,000 receiving sets in
the Irish Free State, or one to every 30 inhebitants, Americen
Vice Counsul Zdwin J. King at Dublin, in & remort made public
by the Electricel Division of the Department of Commerce,
states that sets of only one Americsn manufacturer have been
assembled in the Irish Free State during the past three yesrs.

At the recent radio exhibition in Dublin, the all-
wave set was predominant. Car radio sets were also well
represented,

Imports of radio equipment and parts from the Unites
States during 1936 were valued at approximately k27,000
(approximately $135,000) or about 11 percent of the total
imports of such materials, it was stated.

During the yeesr, the report states, Irish Free State
radio brqadpasting programs were nuch improved. It has been
announced that a regular broadczst service to schools is being
inaugurated, according to the report,

XXXXXXXXX
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REALLOCATION DELAY SEEN; ECONOMICS REZPORT HELD UP

The reallocation and reclassificetion of United
States broadcasting stations, recommended in January by the
Engineering Department of the Federsl Communications Commis-
sion, probably will be postponed until next Fall, it was
learned this week, for a two-fold reason,

First, the possibility of evolving a North jmerican
plan of allocating broedcasting facilities that would super-
sede the U, 5. set-up.

Second, the fact that the FCC supplementary revort
on the economic phase of broadcasting is proving too hot to
handle at presert.

With the threst of a Congressional investigetion
still hanging over their heads, memoers of the WCC Broadcast
Division are in no hurry to add fuel to the smoldering fire
of resentment on Capitol Hill. And the Engineering Department
is not eager to become the scapegoat should adverse repercus-
sions develop,

The accord reached by engineers from Canada, Mexico,
Cuba and the United States provides a convenlent excuse for the
Commission to delay further action on the domestic shakeup until
after the general Pan American broadcesting conference in
November, By that time, 1t is expected, Congress will have
adjourned and the investigetion either will have been fore-
stalled or completed.

Meanwhile, the FCC will not formulate any definite
policies on super-power station development because of the
relation between this problem with reallocation of frequencies.

Commdr., T.A.M. Craven, Chief Engineer of the FCC,
in his report to the Commission last January, while leaning
toward high power, suggested that no policy be adopted until
phe supplementary report on the economic phases of broadcast-
ing is prepared.

He also suggested that no final decisions be reached
on the engineering proposals until the secondary report was
submitted because of "the paramount importznce of economic and
soclal factors 1n the determination of the distribution of
facilities to licensees in any section of the country."
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Prof. Herman S. Hettinpger, of the Wharton School of
Finance, was hired to make the investigation=, tabuletions,
and deductions upon which Commander Craven was to prepare the
economics report.

This week Commander Craven sald tha+t Hettinger's
reoort was on his desk but that he had not hec¢ time to examine
1t since his return from the Cuban conference. He intimated
there may be some further delay before it reachkes the Broad-
cast Division,

Professor Hettinger's findings are renutedly pro-
industry and so are expected to be Jumpeda on by members of
Congress from the rural areas and small towns where broadcast-
ing service is not adequate.

Many of these members are elreedy disgruntled at
the tacit approval of nower ilncreases by the ¥FCC Tngineering
Department and the threat of super-power stations arising
over the country.

XXXXXXXX
ALMONTE WELCOMED BACK AFTER LONG ILLNESS

The red carpet was run out at the National Broad-
casting Company welcoming John de Jara Almonte, popular
evening general manager, back to the fold after a long 1illness,
Curlously enough, during the entire ten years Mr. Almonte
had been with the NBC, he had practically never been laild up
or had to stay at home. He didn't even seem to get the usual
colds that other people did in Winter, but this time was hit
by a germ that was s¢ rare that 1t was almost an honor - like
getting a decoration.

In the meantime, Mr. Almonte, who, because of his
tactful handling of difficult situations which arise at night,
is known as the "diplomat of the kilocycles", and has been
greatly missed, As a result of his return, there is a
festive air about the office of the genial executive and every-
one who knows him is particularly pleased because every assur-
inci is held out to him for another unbroken stretch of good

ealth,

XXXXXXXXX
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RULE HITTING ENGINEZRS MIGHT FORCE OUT CRAVEN

Commdr. T.A.M. Craven, Chief Engineer of the Federal
Communications Commission, this week declined to comment on &
published report that an effort is being made to force him to
resign by having the Commission adopt a rule which would pro-
hibit englneers from appearing before 1t 1in private cases
within two years after they quit the FCC.

The Commission has been pondering for some time a
problen of drafting a rule placing engineers and technicians
on an equality with lawyers with relation to their previous
governmentsl connections,

The demand thet engineers be simllarly restricted
came from Senator Wheeler (D.), of Montana.

While friends of Commander Craven are inclined to
discredit the report that an effort is being made in Congress
to force him off the FCC staff by a round-about method, it 1is
not unlikely that a harsh regulation might force him to resign,

Much would depend, 1t is understood, on how the
regulation may be worded. Most engineers now appear before
the Commisslon in the role of expert witnesses rather than
as counsel pressing a case. Likewise, they as a rule avoid
lobbying.

Broadcasting engineers hold that it would be unfair
for the Commission to evoke a rule that would bar engineers
formerly associated with the FCC from testifying for two years,

XXXXXXXX
LONDON'S "TELEVISION BILT" TO BE LET OUT

London's television belt, as "made to measure" by
the engineers, which nad formerly a 25-mile radius from
Alexandra Palace, has had to be let out very considerably in
the past few weeke, for reports of good reception sre coming
from places as far apart as Brighton and Cambridge, according
to World-Radio, BBC journal.

) According to one firm of set manufacturers, a viewer
in Ipswich gets consistently good results with a small aerial,
his only trouble being an occasional loss of "wync" (synchron-
1zation) due to car interference. The outer London television
belt, where reception can always be relied upon, could now be
drawn from Chesham, Amersham, Windsor, Farnhem, Dorking,
Seven-oaks, Gravesend, Chelmsford, Cambridge, and Bedford,
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The 300-ft. television mast at Alexandra Palace will
shortly be capped by arother carrying a receiving aerial for
picking up signals from a mobile transmitter. Silnce the mobile
transmitter will work from street level, it 1is essential that
the receiving aerial should be as high 2s possible, Actually,
1t will be thé highest ultra-short-wave aerial in the country,
being more than 600 ft. above sea level,

The new aerial will occupy the only point in the
vicinity of Alexandra Palace which is not within the “wipe-out"
area of the existing vision and sound aerials.

XXXXXXXX
STATIC TRAVELS WITH SPZED OF LIGHT

Observations at the Carnegie Institutionis Mount
Wilson Observatory in Pasadena, Cal., indicate that the energy
which causes fade-outs in high-frequency radio broadcasts
comes from the sun with the speed of light, accordéing to
R, S.. Richardson, staff scientist, writing in tke organ of
the Astronomical Society of the Pacific,

When there is an unusually bright gas eruption near
a sun spot, energy 1s transmitted to the earth in eight minutes,
causing high-frequency broadcasts to fade. These fade-outs
last from fifteen minutes to half an hour. The longest come
about every fifty-four days.

Somewhat similarly, telephone and telegraph service
may be disrupted and the Aurora Borealls made visible in States
as far south as California. The latter are due to storms in
the earth's magnetic field and sometimes may follow as late as
twenty-six hours the appearance of a large sun spot group.

These disturbances probably will continue for several
years, Mr. Richardson said the maximum of the nresent ten or
eleven year sun spot cycle, probably is two years away.

One of the largest spot groups of all time appeared
on the sun the latiter part of January. An average of twelve
spot groups a day was observed in February, the largest in
the observatory's history. The average dropped to nine and

six--tenths a day in March, -but now has increased to eleven or
twelve again.

XXXXXXXX
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CUNNINGHAM RESIGNS AS RCA MFG, CO, PRESIDENT

E. T. Cunningham this week resigned ss President of
the FCA Manufacturing Company, Inc. He will continue as a
member of the RCA Manufacturing Company Board of Directors,
however, and has been retained as counsel on jproduction,
sales and trade relations,

The operations of RCA Manufacturing Company, Inc.,
will be under the direction of G. X. Throckmorton, the
Executive Vice President of the Company. Mr. Throckmorton
has acted in that capacity for the past =ix years and will
now assume the duties formerly exercised by Mr. Cunningham,

In December, 1930, Mr. Cunningham sold his radio
tube company, E. T. Cunningham Company, tc Radio Corporstion
of America. That year RCA had also begun its own manufacture’
of the radio apparatus which it had formerly purchased from
others. At that time RCA acquired factories in Camden and
Harrison, New Jersey; Boston, Indianapolis, and Hollywood,
California,

In 1931, David Sarnoff, President of the RCA, appoint-
ed Mr. Cunninghaimn to coordinate and to integrate the varied
sales and manufacturing activities of RCA in the fields of
radio tubes and receivers, Victor phonograph records, Photo-
phone equipment, radio transmitters and miscellaneous radio
products,

Today these activities of the RCA are consolidated
in the KCA Manufacturing Company, Inc., with factories in
Camden and Harrison, New Jersey; Indianapolis, Hollywood,
California; and in eight foreign countries.

XXXXXXXX
HEARING SZET ON A, T. & T. APPLICATION

The Telephone Division of the Federal Communications
Commission having under consideration the applicstion of the
American Telephone and Telegraph Company for a special experi-
mental license for a point to point radiotelephone station
utilizing 21 frequencies now licensed to its Lawrenceville,
New Jersey, station to communicate "for experimental service
only to any fixed point beyond the continental limits of the
United States" set the application for hearing before the
Telephone Division at 10:00 A, M., on Thursdey, June 17, 1937,

XXXXXXXXX
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BOYLAN INTRODUCES RADIO STATION TAX MEASURE

A bill carrying substantially the same provisions
proposed by Commissioner George Henry Payne for taxing brcead-
casting stations was introduced in the House Thursday by
Representative Boylan (D.), of New York.

The measure was referred to the Ways and Means
Committee. Its fate probably will depend upon whrether or not
the Administration approves it. Congressman Boylan himself
sald that the Treasury Department will be consulted.

If a hearing is held on the bill, a number of
members of the House willl appear in support of it. Some of
these members already have suggested taxation of broadcast-
ing statlons during hearings on the FCC requests for appro-
priations.

Commissioner Payne has estimated thet the tax would
yield 86,946,395, which is almost four times the annual
appropriation for maintaining the Federal Communications
Commission. The approoristion for the next fiscal year 1is
$1,629,000,

Other members of the FCC have gone on record as
favoring a license tax on broadcesting stations to pay for
the cost of regulation, among them being Judge Eugene O,
Sykes, Chairman of the Brosdcast Division,

Although the Broedcsst Division nromised more then
a year ago to lnvestigate the vossibility of 1imposing a scale
of license fees, during hearings on the appropriations bill,
no plan had been submitted to Congress before Commissloner
Payne sent hils suggested bill to Representative Boylan,

The scale of taxes proposed in the Boylan bill 1is
as follows:

81 a watt for stations of 1,000 watts or under;
$2 for stations between 1,000 and 10,000 watts; $3 for sta-
tions using in excess of 10,000 watts,

Thus stations now operating with 50,000 watts would
have to pay annual tax ov $150,000, while the Nation's most
powerful station, WLW, using 500,000 watts, would be taxed
$1,500,000 unéer tne scale proposed.

Broadcasters generally are alarmed at the steepness
of the proposed taxes, and 1t 1s believed that if the bill 1is
acted on favorabily that the taxes will be scaled downward.

XXXXXXXXX
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DILL ARGUES FOR PERMIT FOR WASHINGTON STATION

Former Senator Clarence C. Dill, who now resides in
the District of Columbia, arguing in support of an Ttxaminer's
recommendation that he be allowed to construct a new broad-
casting station 1n Washington, told the Federal Communications
Commission Thursday there is more need of a locel station in
the District than in sny other community 1in the country.

Chain programs, Senator Dill declared, occupy from
one-half to two-thirds of the time of the four existing sta.-
tions, making it "imnossible" to give "real local service."

The former Senator sald he planned to oresent
educational programs designed eXxpressly for Washington high
and grade schools. Relligious programs, including those of
the Adventist Church, would be presented during hours now
taken by chain programs on other stations, he sald.

The development of local talent, a field in which
Mr. Dill said practically nothing has been done, would be a
policy of the station.

XXXXXXXX
U. S, ADVERTISERS PROMISE PROGRAMS FOR ALASKA OUTLET

Commercial sponsors from the United States will enable
an operator of a proposed Alaska station to make the venture a
business success, according to an Examiner's report recommend-
ing that the application be granted.

Approving the request of zZdwin A. Kreft, of Peters-
burg, Alaska, for a construction permit on 1420 kc. with 100
watts, unlimited time, Examiner R. H. Hyde noted:

"The applicant does not expect to obtain sufficient
revenue from advertising business avalladle locally in Peters-
burg to make the proposed station s successful business enter-
prise, but does expect, in fact claims assurance of sufficient
bus%ness from advertisers within the United States, to make the
project a commerclal success. Through his ownership of the
Northwest Redio Broadcast Comnsny, Inc., the apnlicent is in a
position to place certain nationel sdvertising on the new sta-
tion. Three substantial sccounts, by name the Gardner Nursery
Company of Ossge, Iowa, the Geppert Studios of Des Moilnes, Iowa,
and the Compagnie Parisienne of San Antonlo, Texas, are sald to
be immediately available. In addition the applicant claims
that a number of local supoly houses distributing such merch-
andlse as groceries, mining machinery and canning equipment,
who do not at present have any effective method of advertising
thelr products in the Petersburg area, are definitely inter-
ested 1n employing radio advertising."

XXXXXXXX
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::: TRADE NOTES -

It may or may not be a coincidence, but the dste of
the annual convention of the National Associstion of Broad-
casters in Chicago, June 20-23, includes the Cate, June 22,
of the Louis-Braddock fight for the world's heavyweight cham-
plonshlp.

The Japanese Breosdcasting Company announced this
week that it will construct 16 short-wave transmitters at a
cost of approximately $5,000,000 for use of American and other
forelign radio companies who wish to send announcers to des-
cribe the 1940 Olympic games in Japan,

William R. P, Neel, of the National Broadcasting
Company Press Division, has been appointed Trace News Editor,
effective immediately. He will have charge of the distribu-
tion of all news concerning the company's activities to the
radio, advertising and industrial trade press. Mr. Neel hss
been a member of the NBC Press staff for two years,

>y - oy B ——

An increase in power from 500 watts nighttime and
1,000 watts daytime to 1,000 and 5,000 watts, respectively,
was recommended for WMBD, Peoria, Ill., this week by Examiner
George H. Hill,

el e

A strike of wireless operators on all ships opersted
by the International Mercantile Marine and its subsidisries
now in United States ports was called Thursday by the American
Eidig %eéegraphers' Associstion, which has Just affilisted with
e C.I.0,

s e ee e e e e
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; Effective April 15th, Station KS0O, Sioux Falls, S.D.,
becomes affiliated with the National Broadcasting Company as
a supplementary outlet available to advertisers using either
the Baslc Red or the Basic Blue Network. KSOO is the only
;adio statlion in Sioux Falls and the only clear-channel station
in South Dakota. It -operates until Local Sunset - with 2500
Wwalts power and on a frequency of 1110 kilocycles.
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An adverse renort was filed with the ¥ederal Com-
munications Co:mlssion this wzel by Txaminer F. W. Seward
on an application of the Peninsula Newsvapers, Inc., Palo
Alto, Calif., for a permit to construct a new broadcasting
station for operation on 31160 kc. with 250 watts daytime.

i — - —— . — e

Anerican Gecrge A. Jordon, Port-au-Prince, advises
that the HaZtlan Government has granted a concession %0 a
company to establish radio stations throughout the country;
it permits the company to manufacture and sell telephonic,
telegraphic, or radio indiistruments and accessories; and to
construct and exploit cenirsl telephone, telegraphic and
radlo systems. The company is also given the privilege of
linking 1ts stations with the local telephone system operated
by the Haitian Government,

— - —— . - ——— e - = -

Thirty-nine German, Swiss and Norwegian advertising
experts, on a 17-day visit to the United Sta%es teo study
American advertising methods, visited the Na.ioral Brosdcast-
ing Company Tuesday to hear E.P.H. James, Szles Promxotion
Manager of NBC, explain commercial broedcasting. The trip
1s sponsorea by Die Deutsche Werbung, Germasn press and advertis-
ing association,

The U. S. Foreign Tariffs Division advises that
under class 505b of the Bulgarian Tariff, radio sets, radio
tubes of all kinds, and other radio spparstus, asre assessed
4 gold leva per kilo, plus an octroi tax of 20 percent of the
duty and a stamp tax of 3 vercent of the duty. Dutlies are pay-
able in paper leva at the ratio of 27 to 1. Radio sets may be
imported into Bulgaria only when comoensated by exports of
certain Bulgarian products. The above duty and taxes amount
to approximately 80 cents a pound,

XXXXXXXXXX

STOCKHOLDER WHO HECKLED SARNOFF TURNS ON SCHWAB

Following closely on the heels of his attack on David
Sarnoff, President of the Radio Corporation of America, at a
recent stockholders meeting in New York City, Lewis Gilbert,
labelled by the press as "No. 1 Minority Stockholder", this
week turned his guns on Charles M. Schwab at a meeting of
Stgckholders of the Bethlehem Steel Corporation in Wilmington,
el,

_ Gilbert, teamed with one L, B, Coshland, of New York,
tried vainly to oust Schwab from his $200,000 a year post as
President of the Company.

XXXXXXXX
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$5,000,000 YEAR FORECAST FOR ASCAP

Distribution made its members by the American Soclety
of Composers, Authors and Publishers this week indicates that
the organization is in for a $5,000,000 year, an all-time high,
according to Variety. Previous top was $4,000,000 in 1935,

Collection for this yearis first quarter was con-
siderably over the $1,250,000 mark, with the writers getting
about 15% more than they dia for the like three months in
1936", the article states. "Double A writers this time receiv-
ed $4,600 and over, rated as record sums by a wide margin,

"Soclety's income for 1936 was $4,400,000, with the
splitup on the year figuring $3,600,000. Divvy for the initial
quarter of last year ceme to $935,000, with the expenses of
collection and general overhead already deducted,"

XXXXXXXXX

-~

STERLING FISHER NAMED CBS DIRZCTOR OF TALKS AND EDUCATION

The Columbia Broadcasting System announced this week
the appointment of Sterling Fisher, newspaper man, asuthor and
lecturer, as Director of Talks and Education. He succeeds
Edward R, Murrow, whose appointment ss Zuropean Director for
CBS was announced recently. Mr. Murrow will sail for London
April 21st to take over his new duties.

Mr. Fisher willl supervise Columbia's educational
and religlious programs and will edit the magazine, "Talks", a
digest of discussions heard over the network.

He has had wide experience as a newspaper man and
teacher of English both in America and the Far East. As a
writer and lecturer, he also has been a student of public
affairs of this country and Zurope, He comes to CBS from the
editorial staff of the New York Times. Previous to Joining
the New York Times in 1930, he was a member of the staffs of
the Springfield (Mass.) Republican and the Associated Press.

XXXXXXXXX
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MACKAY MAKING AUTO ALARMS FOR 600 SHEPS

Automatic SOS equlipment, desligned to eliminate static,
a deterrent in ascertaining the locations of distressed ships,
is being manufactured in Newark, N. J., by the Federal Tele-
graph Company for 600 cargo vessels of United States reglstry,
according to the New York Times. The concern is a research
and manufacturing subsidiary of the Mackay Radio and Telegraph
Company.

The manufacture of the equipment followed a recent
order of the Federsl Communications Commission that by August
10th all cargo ships of United States registry having more than
550 gross tonnage must maintain a twenty-four hour watch in
the radio-control rooms, with three operators on eight-hour
shifts, or install the automatic signal equipment and maintsin
one wireless operator.

The FCC also spproved the auto alarm designed by the
Radio Corporation of America.

XXX XXXXXX
- MARKET FOR RADIOS GOOD IN NEWFCUNDLAND

The market for radio receiving sets in Newfoundland
1s relatively good, according to U, S. Consul General Harold
B. Quarton, St. John's.

Owing to the geographical situatlion of Newfoundland,
owners of radio recelving sets are able to recelve programs
broadcasted by American, Canadian and European stations. As a
rule, however, reception in St. John's is poor, due to electri-
cal disturbances,

Due to the 1limited purchasing power of the majority of
the people in Newfoundland, low priced merchandise of all des-
criptions enjoy the largest sale. The less expensive receiving
sets, such as table models, are the most popular. The local
representative of a prominent American radio manufacturer states
that four-fifths of his sales are of this type. One firm re-
tails these sets at prices ranging from $75 to $110, Canadian
currency, while another dealer sells a five-tube table model
for §65, and 8 to 12-tube sets for $100 to $125. The larger
console models retail at from $125 to $250, depending, of course,
upon the number of tubes and the type of cabinet. Sales of
combined phonographs and radios are limited. Such combinstion
sets retail at from$250 to $350. The demand for combined long
and short wave radio receiving sets has greatly increased until
atdt?e present time practically all sales are of the all-weve
models,

There are approximstely 18 Americsn msnufecturers of
radio receiving sets rerresented in Newfoundland. Competition
1s almost entirely amonﬁ these sets, the only foreign competi-
tor being the Canadian Marconi Comnany, which 2lso has a repre-
sentative in St. John's. American sets retail in Newfoundland
at prices practically double their wholesale prices at New York.

XXXXXXXX
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April 20, 1937,
BBC NOTES INCREASING USE OF SHORTER SHORT-WAVES

"The most noteworthy trend in short-wave propagation
conditions during 1936 has been the lncreasing use made of the
shorter waves, namely those of the order of 14 and 17 metres",
the British Broadcasting Corporation notes in 1ts 1937 annusl
Just released.

The annual, which reviews orogress in the technilcal
and program filelds, also carrles descriptions of the BBC tele-
vision stations and the service now in operation.

Explaining the trend toward shorter short-waves, the
BBC says:

"Short waves are propageted round the earth by reflec-
tlon or refraction in the ionosphere and the amount of bending
that takes place depends on the wavelength and on the intentisy
of lonization in that sphere, The more intense the ionlzation,
the shorter is the wavelength thet is reflected. Although the
exact mechanlsm of the action of the sun in producing ionization
in the ionosphere 1s not yet fully understood, it has been
observed that there 1s a fairly close correlation between the
degree of 1lonization and the activity of the sun as evidenced
by sunspots. Here the wireless engineer and the astronomer meet
on common ground, The one observes the trend of short-wave
propagation conditions; the other observes the sun with his
telescope or spectrohelioscope and records the varying degrees
of solar activity. A convenlent figure to express solar activ-
ity 1s the mean daily area of sunspots in a glven year expressed
as mlllionths of the sun's visible hemisphere. Observations at
the Royal Observatory, Greenwlth, give the following figures for
this: 1932, 163; 1933, 88; 1934, 119; 1935, 624; and 1936, up
to June 30th, 1200; from which the sunspot minimum year 1is
shown clearly as 1933. The great increase in activity in 1936
1s also well illustrated, coinciding with the wireless engl-
neer's observation that much shorter waves were needed. For
instance, in earller years, a wavelength of 17 metres had been
short enough to give a midday service to South Africa during
the Autumn, But to provide an equivalent service during the
past year, 1t became necessary to use 14 metres, as it was
found that the 17 metre wave was severely attenuated on some
days. There is evidence that an even shorter wave - say of 11
or 12 metres - might have been the optimum, for on some days the
ultra-short wave transmissions from the London Television
Station at Alexandra Palace on 6.67 and on 7.2 metres were
recelved in Cape Town and Johannesburg. Another instance of
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this trend was the relatively large number of days on which
Americen amateur stations and police stations on 9 and 10
metres, working on very low power, were audille in this country.

"The use of the shorter waves is advantageous because
atmospheric interference decreases ronidiy with decrease in
wavelength and relatively wesk signals can gilve nolese-free
receotion if receivers are availabie to cover these wavelengths
efficiently, The need for such rcceivers has tezn welil deron-
strated in the past yesr in Africe, in India; and in Malaya;
and those designed for the recevtiosn of EZmpire broadcasiing
should cover efficiently at least the lowest waves at present
in use at TLaventry, i.e., GSH and 3SJ, 21,47 and 21.53 mc/s
respectively (aporox. 13.9 metres).

"The range of wavelengths necessary to cover the
Empire in the different conditions of day and night, winter
and summer, remains about the same. In 1933, wken 17 metres
was the lowest wavelength used, it wss necessary to use a
wavelength of the order of 70 metres to serve Canada at night
in mid-winter. A wave of this length was outside the bands
allocated to broadcasting ty the Madrid Convention of 1932;
consequently, Canada could not be serveda for a number of nights
in mid-winter. With the physical trena towards the shorter
waves, 70 netres becomes unnecessary and, in fact, the use of
50 metres has been called for on only a few nights at the end
of 1936 and the heginning of 1937, This is fortunate, as
interference in the 50 metre broadcasting band is very severe,
owing to the use of this band by a large number of low-power
locel brosdcasting stations in Central and South America.
While the local service range of these stations 1is very small,
they are capable of producing widespread interference and,
indeed, the whole of Canada and the West Indies have had serious
interference from this. source.

"The trouble is spreading, as these small stetions
have followed the trend towards the use of shorter waves and
are now using waves in the 31 metre band. Six Central Americen
stations are now causing interference to Daventry on four of
i1ts wavelengths, nsmely, GAS, GSL, GS3 and GSC on 6.05 mcls,
611 Mc/s, 9.51 Mc/s, and 9.58 Mc/s respectively. Strong '
representations have been made to the authorities by the
British Post Office, but so far, unfortunately, with little
effect, Daventry is not the only station to suffer, and the
value of short-wave broadcasting is being seriously compromised
by this problem of interference. Proposals to deal with it at
the next World Communications Conference to be held in Cairo
in 1938 are receiving consideration,'

XXXXXXXXX
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AUSTRALIAN PRAISES AMTRICAN BROADCASTERS

J. S, Larkin, Sales Manager of Nilsen's Brosdcast-
ing Service, Melbourne, Australis, wes in Weshington last week.
He said that he had made a trip to the United Stetes especi-
ally to study »nur brosdcasting system, and the program con-
struction and naterial used here.

Mr. Larkin said, in view of the fact thst Austrslia
1s approximately seven-eighths the size of the United States
that this was the only country whose radio probiems more
nearly approximate those of Austrelia.

Mr. Larkin was especially pleased with the reception
he had received here, he told Thomas P. Littlepage, Sr., radio
counsellor, on whom he called in Washington, and said that all
the broadcasters had been most courteous to him, and he had
learned many things of interest. He was very much gratifiled
at the asslstance that had been rendered him, and was impressed
with the progress that broadcasting hsd made in the United
States,

"The Australian problem does present a very difficult
situation in view of the great area but with a population for
the whole continent of six million people, which is less than
that of New York City", Mr. Larkin said, "I found the American
brosdcasters to be gentlemen and indeed they were very helpful
to me."

XXXXXXXXX
MONOCACY LOSES APPEAL FROM FCC DENIAL

Sult by the Monocacy Broadcasting Co, to restrain
the Federal Communicstions Commission from holding a public
hearing on the granting of s permit for erection of a brosd-
casting statlion nesr Rockville, Md., was lost in the United
States Court of Appeals lionday. It was ruled that the company
should have appealed directly to the Appelliate Court instead
of seeking an injunction in the District Court.

The company contended its application had been
approved tentatively when a belated objection was filed by a
local station, It was to bar the hearing of the latter protest
that the company sought an injunction, The court did not pass
upon the merits of the question.

XXXXXXXX
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LOHR SEXES GREATER DEVELOPMENTS JUST AHEAD

4 Radlo receivers that will print newspapers in the
‘home, bring actual pictures of events and reproduce sounds

'with absolute fidelity were predicted by Lenox Lohr, Presi-
dent of the National Broadcasting Company, in an address in
Washington thls week.

Speaking before the Washington Board of Trade at
the Hotel Mayflower, Major Lohr declared that all three develop-
ments - facsimile broadcasting, television and ultra-high
frequency sound broadcasting - are workable and are definitely
out of the laboratory stage.

He forecast, however, that 1t would be "at least a
year" before any of them could come into gereral use.

Before out of town newspaper correspondents and local
newspaper officials gathered to attend the Trade Board's annual
"press night", Mr. Lohr was careful to point out that the newly
developred "facsimile broadcasting", while capatle cof producing
a complete illustrated newspaper in the home, wculd in no way
compete with the newspaper industry.

At present, he saicd, the facsimile broadcasting
doesn't do such a good printing Job as do newspaper presses
and 1s, also, tremendously expensive, He added that even if
these two handicaps should be overcome, the newspaper would
still have to gather and assemble the news.

MaJor Lohr declared that ulstr-high frequency sound
broadcasting isn't in genersl use todsy because there are few
receivers capable of picking up such broedcasts, He praised
the development, saying that ultra-high frequency receivers
had perfect fidelity and were entirely free from natural static.

The speaker sald that his company 1s now conducting
nightly televislon broadcasts, but that all receiving sets were
in the hands of company engineers, He emphasized the danger of
"freezing the art" by allowing thousands of sets to be sold to
the public and thus blocking scientists from making further
improvements,

Other obstacles in the path of television, Mr, Lohr
sald, are the great expense - which presumably will have to be
borne by advertisers - and the difficulty of "networking" pro-
grams. Television waves, unlike radio sound waves, cannot be
relayed over telephone wires but require either special cables
or short wave transmission relays. Experiments are being made
\\zti% both possibilities, the NBC president said.

XXX XXXXXX
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RADIC SET PRICES GOING UP, SAYS EDITOR

Survey of radio industry shows that current rises in
raw materials, parts, and labor costs will soon be felt in
radio-receiver prices, according to O. H. Calidwell, editor of
Radlo Today. "A boost of 10 to 15 per cent is louoked for when
the new lines are announced in May or June with perhaps mcre
increases later'', he caid in the current issue,

“Facing labor difficulties, some set-makers have been
cautious Iin fixing new prices too early. Factorles which have
not yet been forced into union contracts are holding back
announcements until they learn what uppance may be needed to
meet new costs,

"If coming price increases do not exceed 10 to 12 per-
cent, distributors and dealers feel that boost will not ser-
iously affect consumer buying, since radio purchases are made
at long intervals by any one family or buyer, and price memory
does not linger,

"Unless sit-downs and lock-outs further hold up
automoblile production, 1937 1s going to be auto-radio's big-
gest year, by far,

"Plans of the car-makers contemplate a 30 percent
increase in number of car-radios 1installed this season as com-
pared with last year, when auto-radio sales were 2,000,000
sets, according to observers in a position to review all makes,

"At least one milliion auto-~radio sets wlll be sold
through local retail dealers during 1937, according to this
same authority."

XXXXXXXXXX
EDITORS OPPOSE CURB ON PRESS<OWNED RADIO STATIONS

Opposition to the proposal of Senator Wheeler (D,),
of Montana, to impose a -curb on the ownership of broadcasting
stations by newspapers was voiced last week at the closing
session of the American Society of Newspaper Editors in
Washington,

A resolution objecting te "efforts in Congress to
prevent newspapers owning and operating radioc stations" was
adopted,

XXXXXXXXX
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ARTA RUMORED REFUSED A, F. OF L, CHARTER

The press reports carry the announcement of the
granting of a charter by John Lewis' C.I.0. to the American
Telegraphers' Association.

The rumor in labor circles here in Washington 1s
that this organization, known as the ARTA, several months ago
applied for affiliation with the Commercial Telegrapher's
Union, a branch of the A. F. of L. It is said that a charter
for this affiliation was denied on the ground that the ARTA
refused to comply with the rules and requirements of the
A. F. of L, and further that the A. F. of L, had information
that the ARTA was really backed by Communists.

XXXXXXXX
HARBORD TO BE AWARDED M=ZDAL OF MERIT

Maj. Gen. James 6. Harbord, Chailrmasn of the Board
of the Radio Corporation of America, who was Chief of the
Services of Supply of the American Expeditionary ¥orces during
the World War, will be awarded the Medal of Merit of the Army
Ordnance Association.

The award will be in recognition of General Harbord's
gervice to the national defense and to the industrial develop-
ment and social betterment of the United States "as a soldier,
humanitarian and public-spirited citizen."

The medal will be presented at the annual dinner-
meeting of the Army Ordnance Association at the Mayflower
Hotel the evening of May 12, Hilalre Belloc, British author,
historian and military analyst, will address the Association
on the subject, "Yesterday's Wars Are Not Tomorrow's." General
Harbord will speak on "Radio and Industrial Preparedness."

XXXXXXXX

Among new fields explored by the Rockefeller Founda-
tion in the humanities division during 1936 were the movies
and the radio, 1t was dieclosed last week. The World Wide
Broadcasting Foundation, which furnishes electrical transcrip-
tions for broadcasting, received $40,000 "for trial work in
the development of radio programs of cultural and educational
value", it was stated.

XXXXXXXX
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:1: TRADE NOTES :::

The Telegraph Division of the Fecderal Communications
Commission has amended Rules 411 and 442 to read as follows:

"Rule 411, No applicant who fails to qualify for
an operator's licenze will be reexamined within 3 months
from the date of the previous examination.

"Rule 442, An applicant who fails examinstion
for operator Xicense of professional ciass may not be
reexamined within 3 months, but this aoes not apply to
examination of radio-telephone type following one of
radiotelegraph type, nor vice versa, nor one for lower
class following one for higher class of the same type,
nor to successive examinations at a point named in
Rule 30 a.
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Station WHMAL, Washington, has asked for modification
of license to increase night power from 250 to 500 waits, 630
ke, and the appiication has been set for hearing.

v Py > . S et - - e o —

Two more stations were added to NBC networks on April
15th. WDEL, Wilmington, Del,, Joins NBC as a regular Basic
Red Network station. WDEL operates full time on a regional
channel frequency of 1120 kilocycles with daytime power of 500
watts and nighttime power of 250 watts. Station WORK, York,
Pa., Joins NBC as a su.plencntary station available for use
with the Basic Blue or the Basic Red Network. WORK operates
full time on a regional channel frequency of 1320 kc. with a
power of 1,000 watts., The addition of WDEL and WORK increases
the total 'of NBC affiliated stations to 124.
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W. G. H. Finch, formerly an FCC engineer, last week
announced the first successful transmission of natural color
photographs over ordinary long distance teleohone lines, Util-
izing standard public toll lines from Chicagoc to New York,
modified equipment that is used for black and white news photo
transmissions was employed.

The American Radio Telegraphists' Associastion is pre-
pared to call a etrike on the shins of those lines which refuse
to accept it as the bargaining agency of their men under the

provisions of the Wagner Act, according to Mervyn Rathborne,
President,
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Lenox Lohr, President of the National Broadcasting
Company, will address the American Red Cross convention in
Washington, May lsth. 'The address will be carried on the NBC
network, .

- o e = — S ey - =

First radlo transmission of pictures by radio across
the Pacific was accomrlished recently when a photograph of the
arrival of Prince Chichibu at Vancouver was transmittied from
San Franclsco to Japan, R.C.A. Cominunicatlons officiais at
San Franclisco state. The transmissions are purely experi-
mental, H. H. Clhristiansen of RCA said. Development of the
circuit across the Pacific is largely being undertaken in
anticlpation of the Olympic Games in 1940.

Radio baseball announcers hsve the dual responsibil-~
1ty of "selling" the American public baseball as well as the
progran sponscr's product, it was stated by speakers at the
first national conference of 70 sportscasters held in Chicego
last week. The conference, representing advertisers sponsoring
the majority of basebell broadcasts, was staged under co-
sponsorship of Knox Reeves advertising agency, Minneapolls,
and J. Stirling Getchell, Inc., “ew York. Donald Davis, Presi-
dent of General Mills, said his firm and Socony-Vacuum will
spend $1,500,000 for baseball broadcasts over a period of five
months,

XXXXXXXX
NAVY PIONEER IN COMMUNICATIONS FIELD, SAYS RODMAN

The United States Navy was a ploneer in the fleld of
communications, Admiral Hugh Rodman said 1in an article in the
Indiana History Bulletin.

"Our Navy was the pioneer in the fileld of systemati-
cally collecting and distributing information of every kind to
all seagoing ships, no matter what their nationality, thst
would facilitate thelr passage at sea and keep them out of
danger", he said. '"Today it 1s the greatest source of this
kind on earth, Our Communications Service keeps in close touch
with all information of use to seagoing vessels and regularly
brosdcasts this as well as weather forecasts, storm warnings,
hydrographic infortation, time signals, and news items of
importance. It recelves SOS calls, and helps to provide
asslstance. It furnishes radio-comvass bearings to vessels
at sea, as means of finding their positions, often warning them
of danger. It has been the means of saving many lives and
millions of dollars worth of property.
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"During the Japanese attack on Shanghsl the news

was sent by Navy radio to Washington, thence to Japan, where

1t had not yet been received, From Japan thzre ceme 1lnquiries
back to Washington seeking confirmation., It was confirmed and
the whole time occupled, from 1its incewntion to comnletion, was
twenty-five minutes, Our installations are sufficiently power-
ful to send a single impulse three times around the world, and
what 1s to me more wonderful stilli, 1t is automatically record-
ed each time it passes 1ts initilal vnoilnit of transmission.

"Not only does our Naval Observatory serve the whole
country with the most accurate time service 1n the world, but
by its broadcasting 1t serves ships sll over the face of the
earth that depend upon this for accurate and safe navigation.,"

XXXXXXXX
RADIO PATENT BAN WEAKENING IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

An improvement in the radio market of Czechoslovakis

is forecast by U. 3. Consul Genersl Raymon I. Cox, Prague.

"The sale of American radio apparatus in Czecho-
slovekla at present is negligible mainly becsuse of the patent
pool which has existed between the local 'Radiotechna' Company,
representing the large German Telefunken concern, and the
Dutch Philips Company", he reports, "This patent pool has,
since January, 1932, up to the present time, been able to pre-
vent successfully the sale of American radio sets on this
market through declining to grant permits for the sale of such
apparatuses on the ground that they infringe upon 1ts patent
rights, During this long period of exclusion, Americen redio
sets were extremely competitive in price and quality.

"Important changes are occurring which, it is believ-
ed, will seriously weaken the patent position of the controlling
companies, Several of the patents for which they clalm to have
the sole rights have been successfully contested in the local
courts, and 1t is uvnderstood that a number of basic patents
have expired. Consequently, the patent pool has organized a
cartel of Czechoslovak radio producers and dealers in the hopc
that 1t will be able to continue its control of the market
through the regulation of production and prices of radio sets,
and through compelling dealers to sell only the products of
the cartel under threat of non-fulfillment of their orders."

XXXXXXXX
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DON LEE TELEVISION SUCCESSFULLY SPANS 103 MILES

The Television Division of the Don Lee Broadcasting
System, the Mutual Broadcesting System's California affiliate,
piloted by Harry R. Lubcke, staged a demonstration last week
at the California Institute of Technology's annual exhibit,

Witnessed by laymen and celebrated scientlists,
among them Nobel Prize Winner, Dr. Robert A. Millikan, tele-
vislon programs, both "sight and Sound", were successfully
transmitted over a distance of 103 miles. It was done not
merely once, but many times, during the dsy at L5-minute
intervals,

These renested demonstrations were performed via
the Don Lee owned and operated experimental television station
W6XA0 which carried the 1images, and sn suxiliary ultre-short
wave channel which conveyed the sound,

They marked the first time thet high-definition
television (300 lines to the image, repeated at the rate of
24 images per second) had been broadcsst so great a distance,
according to a WOR press statement. Transmitters were located
in the Don Lee Building in Los Angeles, while the television
receiver was located in the Physics %xhibit ot the California
Institute of Technology in Pasadena, a distance of slightly
more thsn 10% miles.

XXXXXX XXX
EL SALVADOR BUYS ALL-~WAVE EQUIPMENT FROM U. S. FIRM

The Government of El Salvador has agreed to purchase
from an American concern all-wave radio equipment, according
to a U. S. Consular report. This equipment will be used for
radlo-telephonic communications with other Central American
countries and Panama during the daytime, and for radio broad-
casting at nighttime. Information regarding wave length,
power, etc., will become avallable only after installation,

The total cost of the apparatus 1s stated to be
$14,5256.15, According to the last report of Government finances,
as of December 31, 1936, the sum of $22,772, or approximately

$9,110 at present exchange rates, has been set aside for this
purchase,

XXXXXXXX
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THE ARMY AMATEUR RADIO SYSTEM AS SEEN BY ARMY MAN

The Army amateur radio system pops up irregularly
in the news along with natlional disasters, but it is seldom
that the set-up 1s calmly surveyed as in the current issue of
the Signal Corps Bulletin.

The following article wes written by Lieut. Charles
W. Roth, of the U. 8. Signal Reserve:

"Briefly, the purposes of the Army amateur radio
system are to furnish emergency communication, to offer addi-
tional facilities for the American Red Cross, and, most
important from a military view, to train potential Army radio
operators,

"Administration of the system is handled from the
Office of the Chief Signal Officer, through corps area signsl
officers. Aldes in this work are liailson officers, who are
Regular Army personnel; and radio aides, who are either civil-
ians, National Guard, or Seserve officers. These rsdio aides
are normally radio amateurs capable of coordinating procedure
in the Army and civilian attitudes and methods,

"The members of the A,A.R.,S, are of all ages and
occupations: Some are high-school students of tender asge;
others, successful business executives or professional men,
They have, however, a common interest in a systematic orgeniza-
tion such as this, While other radio amateurs may be inter-
ested in 'dx' (long-distance radio contacts), rag-chewing,
experimenting, or traffic-handling, the men - and a few women,
too -~ who make good members of the A.A.R.S. are those who want
systematic activity. There is a thrill in beilng part of the
machine-like function of our nets, or in contributing to this
worth-while endeavor.

"While emergency operation is infrequent in this corps
area, there have been several occasions which demonstrated the
value of past training, Last Winter, sleet storms in Illinois
and Michigan interrupted normal communication channels, and
Army amateurs remained the only mezns of communication, carrying
the treffic load for such periods as were necessary.

"The conditions under which Army amateurs operate,
Compared with those of a Regular Army net, will demonstrate
some of our training difficulties.
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"An Army net (brigade, for instance) operates on a
cleared frequency. Stations in the net are brigede and its
regiments. Aslde from possible enemy 'jamming', no inter-
ference from other radlo stations 1s anticipated. Where an HQ
is required to operate in two nets (brigade and regiment),
there are two sets of equipment and operators.

"The Army amateur net, on the other hand, usually
operates on its assigned frequency, but this frequency is with-
in an amateur band, and any ene or more of some forty thousand
other amateurs are free to operate on that same frequency,
Usually, two to four such outsiders can be heard, slowing down
net drill. Further, instead of being only short distances
apart, net stations may be separated by as much as 250 miles,
Due to vagaries attendant upon high frequency signals, 1t is
frequently observed that net control stations may be lost, or
blanketed by east-coest stations.

"Our Army amateurs ordinarlly operate alone, having
no relief operators for the period of arill, and so have to
handle 8ll records as well as transmlission and reception. Fin-
ally, a station operating in two nets (Stete and district, for
example), must operate on two separate frequencies. As only
one transmitter at a station 1s the general rule, thls neces-
sitates shifting frequency to meet schedules, and thus a con-
tinuous chain of communicetion is delayed. For our work, the
time loss 1s not enough to warrant two-transmitter stations.

"Army operators are trained in tactical net saperation
and use of procedure signals before they enter en actual radio
net, while Army amateur operators receive all their training
vis radio communication, The latter, of course, involves the
difficulties of lost signsls, interference, and resultant cor-
rections, rendering the process necessarily slow,

"Considering the methods of instruction, it is obvious
that a good portion of our success is dependent upon the quali-
fications of the NCS. Too frequently, an inexperienced man must
be made NCS (local net control station) for reasons of exped-
lency rather than because of his ability. Then, too, we must
not overleok the fact that the frequent turn-over in NCS's,
with resultant shortage of time for proper organization and
- Instruction accounts, in great measure, for failure to realize
maximum proficiency in tactical net operation.

"What can be done to counteract this turn-over? At
frequent intervals, there are general special activities such
as ZAG contests, unknown station finding, unknown keywor< cipher
messages, gonlometric problems, etc., planned and executed by
the Chief Signal Officer. It is increasingly evident that this
1s not enough, It is too general. There must be more corps
area activity, which has a more personal anpeal.
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"An attempt has been made during the past year or
so, 1n response to growing demand, to have planned and organ-
ized,activity which is confined to the limits of our corps area.
As an experiment, special assignments were made, by rsdio, for
selected members to monitor other nets, supply requested in-
formation, originate specific traffic, assume NCS position,
etc. This preliminary work showed that the master traffic
schedule for the corps area wes not sulted to the new plans,
and that nets were not coordlnating as they shoula,

"Accordingly, the ovening of the 1935-36 season
found a suitable master schedule in effect, and plans shesd for
activity. The schedule was such that normsal drill could be
calleda off, substituting for it a general nroblem. Such pro-
blems are simulated hurricanes, in which special nets must be
set up by the (corps area net control station), requiring
all stations to stand by to determine thelr assignments. Neces-
sary emergency traffic 1s then handled, being concerned with
relief measures, new items, etc. Possible varistions are
cyclones, floods, wars, sleet storms, and riots.

"Another general activity measure 1s in finding a
station whose frequency is unknown, and following further
orders contained in a general broadcast from such unknown sta-
tion, Thils type of activity csn include cipher messsges in
unknown key words, or division of the broadcast among several
stations. A considerable number of variations is avallable so
that there need be no fear of monotony.

"These planned activities, plus a general program
emphasizing procedure rather then a high total of messages
handled, have resulted so far in a marked improvement in tech-
nique, Without such planned and coordinated activity, the
members do not realize that they are part of an extensive system
of which they may be important links; without it they feel
isolated, and distinct entities complete in themselves, It is
most important that they have the broader conception, for then
they work with more interest and concentration, resulting in
quicker assimilation of the instruction offered. This benefit
continues, for an interested member remsins with the A,A.R.S.
as long as he cen, and if forced to leave, there is a trained
man to replace him, Strict adherence to procedure and schedules
@usg bg maintalilned from corps area net down, if success 1is
desired.

"This tendency toward directed activity within a corps
area 1s not confined to the sixth, but 1s widely accepted. Not
on}y the members, but the sdministrative staff as well, are
galning a working knowledge of the possibilities inherent in
the A.A.R.S., and training is being called for and given, so
thet the system can operate at its best.
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"Other suggested aids, outside of the purely operat-
ing work, are concerned with the malntenance of morasle within
the system. Ratings as sergeant, corporal, private first
class, private, or speclalist, first class (second, third,etc.),
are employed in some corps arees, and considerastion should be
given to this., It is also possible that full courses of study
might be offered by corresvondence, leading to ZJeserve commls-
sions, Membership in the Znlisted Teserve 1s another consider-
ation, The feellng of A.A.R.S, members of this corps area 1s
that they want to be associated with the Armmy, 2nd enything
done to enhance this feeling will helv increase interest,

"This corps area needs & standardized routine of
handling recruits. The applicetion form, reading 'I do not
want to take a physical examination', 1is undesirable. Consider
the following procedure:

"A recruit, no matter what the course of his applice-
tion, is assigned to a net and his DNCS (district net control
station) notified, If recruited in the district net, no action
1s required of headquarters. The activity of the recruit is
reported weekly by the DNCS, and only after an uninterrupted
two months' constant drill attendance is he eligible for
membership, The DNC3 forwards the recruit's name and address
to the SNCS at the close of the recruit's first drill., The
SNCS, at the end of the probationary period, fills out an
application blank to be sent to the recruit, who completes
his portion of the application and forwards it to the DNCS,
The DNCS adds his recommendation for membership, and
appropriate remarks, forwarding the application to the llaison
officer who immediately issues a membership certificate and
any necessary supplies,"

XXXXXXXXXX

o~

—
EXAMINER URGES DENIAL OF EUGENE MEYZR APPLICATION

The application of ZBugene Meyer, wealthy publisher
of the Washington Post and Revpublican leader, to build a redio
station in Washington encountered its first obstacle this week
when Examiner Ralph L, Walker recommended that it be denied.

In the name of the Mid-Atlantic Cormorstion, Mr,
Meyer applied for a construction permit to use 1570 kc. with
1,000 watts and unlimited time.

Similar spplications were filed by the Journal Com-
prany, of Milwaukee, and the Trenton Times, Trenton, N, J,
Examiner Walker recommended that the frequency be allocated
to the Trenton applicant, which asked only 250 watts power.

XXXXXXXXXX
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PAYNE-BOYLAN TAX MAY BE DELAYED BY PRESIDENT'S PLEDGE

The assertion of President Roosevelt in transmitting
the rellef budget that there would be no new taxes pronosed so
long as Congress does not 1lncreasse the netional exvenses has
given broadcasters reason to hope that the Payne-Boylan tax
at least will be delayed until next session,

Chairman Doughton, of the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee, where all tax legislation originates, stated that he
had not examined the tax bill, which would raise more than
$6,000,000 from broadcasters, but he intimated that disposi-
tion will depend upon word from the White House,

Broadcasters and their attorneys in Washington,
while refraining from public statements, privately denounce
the tax scale as "exorbitant", Even members of Congress who
favor license fees for broadcasting believe that the matter
should be studied thoroughly before legislation is adopted.

Although the matter may o over until next session,
however, it is believed that Commissioner Psyne has opened the
way for an inquiry that will leed ultimately to a license fee
system or some form of taxation on broadcasting stetions,

It 1s certain that when Congress begins looking
eround for new sources of revenue to balance the budget that
it will examine the broadcasting field, _—

e

XXXXXXXX

RECORD SUMMER RADIO AUDIEMCE FORECAST IN CBS SURVEY

Bringing up to date statistics prepared by Dr., Daniel
Starch, the Columbia Broadcasting System this week issued a book-
let forecasting that the aporoaching Summer will produce the
largest regular radio audience this country hess known.

Highlights of the report are that:

There will be 2,000,000 more radio families in the
United States this Summer than last.

Radio recelivers will total 34,000,000.

Radio-equlpped homes will number 25,000,000.

Zach Summer day will produce 77,000,000 family hours
of listening.

There will be 4,000,000 "extra" radio receivers in
the 25,000,000 homes.

N Five mililon automobiles will be equipped with rsdio
sets,
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Asking the question of "how often and how much!
will the 34,000,000 radio receivers in the country be in use
in the Summer of 1937, (CBS says:

"To Dr. Daniel Starch these are recurrent questions
about the radio asudience; question to which he and a nation-
wide staff have devoted at least four months each year for
the last three years,

"The recent compilation of personal interview
No. 182,404 with the American public on its radio habits (by
far the largest study of this type ever undertaken) gives
Dr. Startech and his staff a three-year record of the listen-
ing habits of the American people, and the listening habits
for three Summer seasons,

"Specifically, Dr. Starch found that on the average
week-day in July, 1936, 70% of all home radios were in use
sometime daily,

"16,100,000 families listen daily an average of
4 hours and 24 minutes, or 70,840,000 family~hours of home-
listening each Summer day in '36., This does not include
families listening in automobiles.

"This Summer the astronomicasl but actual sum of
77,000,000 family~hours of home-listening each day looms as
g new 1937 summer radio record."

XXXXXXXXX
MIAMI BEACH GETS NEW STATION; OTHE=S RECOMMENDED

The Federsl Communications Commission this week
granted a construction permit to A. Frank Kastzentine to erect
and operate a new broadcasting statlion in Miaml Beach, Fla.,
on 1500 kc. with 100 watts power, unlimited time.

Txaminers' reports recommended other new stations
for Portland, Me., Barnstable, Mass., Cheyenne, Wyo., and
Johnson City, Tenn.

Favorable reports also were submitted on application
of WMzX, Boston, to transfer from 1500 to 1470 kc., end to
increase its power to 5,000 watts; and KARK, Little FRock, Ark.,
to increase its power to 1,000 watts. )

Among the applicants whose requests were dilsapproved
by Examiners was Richard M. Casto, of Johnson City, Tenn.,
wiose counsel, George H. Smith, of Washington, was rebuked by
the FCC for allegedly inserting documents in the file in
violation of Commission regulations. The Ixaminer, George H.
Hill, described the incident in detail although he msde no
mention of the FCC's subsequent action snd the vending inquiry
being conducted by a Special Committee headed by Commissioner
Georze Henry Payne,

XXXXXXXX -7 -
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NBGC EXPANDS FACILITIZS IL 3IX KEY CITIES

An extensive building program involving expansion
and improvement of six National Broedcssting Compeny plants
in key cities of the Red a2nd Blue Networks, was announced this
week by Lenox K. Lohr, President of NBC,

The project includes immediate construction of new
studlos at Philadelphia and Schenectady, the completion of a
building already under way in Weshington, and the subsequent
provision of new facilities at Hollywood, San Frencisco and
Cleveland,

Radio's raplid development, the incresse in NBC busi
ness and the growth of the company's public service activities
make such expsnsion immedlately necessary, Mr. Lohr steted,
in order that aveilable facilities keep psce with current needs.

Changes and new develooments in the six cities will
be mede with a view to placing 211 NBC broadcesting plants on
the same technical basis as the Zadio City and Chicago studios.
Plens also include comvlete air-conditioning, sound-proofing
and acoustical treatment, and lighting devices designed to
reduce heat radiation to a minimum. They also orovide space
for future development of television activities,

Ground will be broken at Philadelphis within a week
for the construction of a six-story building at 1619 Walnut
Street which will house NBC studios and offices and Station
KYW, the Westinghouse Zlectric and Manufacturing Company's
outlet of the NBC-Hed Network., The studios equipped will cost
about $600,000 and will be ready for occupancy November lst,

NBC's new Washinxton studios, now nearly completed,
will be in operation July 1st, and will double the capacity of
the present Washington studios. The NBC quarters will occupy
the greater portion of the newly constructed building of the
Trans-Lux Wasnington Corporastion.

Betause of the great number of tslks on nstlonal
affairs originating in Washington, the new studios will include
two of the speaker type. Three others will be used for enter-
tainment broadcasts. The NBC quarters, housing stetions WRC
and WMAL, will have an almost continuous frontsge of windows on
three sides. The cost of the plant, including the new trans-~
mitter contemplated in Prince Georze's County, Maryland, for
Station WFC, will be about $350,000.

Negotiations have been completed, Mr, Lohr said, for
construction of a new NBC building at Schenectedy to house
Station WGY of the General Zlectric Comvany. Work will begin
shortly on the studios, which will occupy a svace of 20,000
square feet, and it 1s expscted that the plant will be resdy
for use September 1lst. Cost of building and equivment 1s esti-
mated at $300,000.

Plans for imoroved fscilities at Follywood, Cleve-
land and San Francisco are still in a formative stage. It is
planned, however, to double the capacity of the present Holly-
wood studios and te exmand those 2t Sen Fresnciseco snd Cleveland,.
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CORONATION PROCESSION TO BE TZLEVISED BY BBC

The stlll new television broasdcssting facilities of
the British Broadcasting Corporation will be put to a severe
test on May 12th during the coronation of George VI and Queen
Elizabeth, The famed coronation procession is to be televised.

Anticipating the significance of the achievement,
World-Kadlio comments:

"Outside broadcasts by television begin with a literal
flourish of trumpets, for the inaugural event will be the tele-
vising of the Coronation procession from a specially chosen site
at Apsley Gate, Hyde Park Corner. As Coronation processions
occur once or twice in a lifetime, no television enthusisst
could have hoped for a more auspiclous start, Indeed, the dif-
ficulty may be to avold anti-climax in the weeks that follow.

"Although only one camera poslition is permitted, a
splendid view of the procession should be obtained as it
approaches down the Zast Carriage-road, passing within a few
feet of the camers, crossing Hyde Park Corner on its way to
Constitution Hill, and there should be wide scope for panoramic
effects, Telephoto lenses, which have glven excellent results
in Alexandra Park, should also yleld good close~ups, though
much will depend on the weather conditions,

"Owners of television sets as well as visitors to the
hundreds of viewingrooms all over London will undoubtedly see
the processlon under more comfortable conditions than many
people who have pald for sets on the route; and they will also
have the benefit of a running commentary.

"Among the features of Coronation Week in television
will be a speclally adapted version of'Hamlet' and a Coronation
edition of 'Picture Page' - to be televised on Tuesday instead
of the usual Wednesday - in which interesting people assoclated
with the preparations for the national festivities willl be
interviewed in the studlo. Replicas of the Crown Jewels will
also be shown.

"Another outstanding item will be a 'tour' of the
London Television Station, The cameras will be tasken through
the transmitter halls, into the make-up and dressing rooms,
and through the maln corridor to the studio itself, where a
typical production will be seen 'on the set.' Viewers will see
how the cameras and microphones are handled and will have
glimpses of the control-room and of the producer and his
asslstants at the control desk overlooking the studlo,"

XXXXXXXX
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PUBLISHE%=-BROADCASTERS HOLD INFORMAL MEZTING

An informal meeting of newsnaper publishers who own
radio stations wes held Tuesday afternoon at the Hotel Waldorf-
Astoria, N. ¥, About 75 attended,

"While lethargic in note, the sense of thec meeting,
according to Varlety, seemed to be:

"(a) Newspaper-owned stations should not ask either
the A.N.P.A. nor the N,A.B. to consider the peculiar position
of the press-controlled brosdcasters as they would be a minor-
1ty without the sympathy of their contemporaries in both cases.

"(b) Newspaper stations should not set up a Washing-
ton lobby, but should work through their regular counsel and
keep in tcuch with one another.

"Tx-Senator Dill was a speaker, as were Louls G,
Caldwell and Gardner Cowles, Latter stressed the idea of not
lobbying or otherwise inciting artillery fire. Dill mentioned
the six months' license as a perennial source of weakness in
radio,

"Discussion from the floor was without benefit of
introduction or any record, A suggestion that combination
rates be dropped and that a broed-minded attitude be taken on
listing competitor radio logs did not arouse much enthusiasm,

"Shotgun divorce of press-redio has pubs' worried |,
somewhat, but there is no united sentiment apparently on what
measures to take to combat the move. Severel speakers pessi-
mistically referred to the different political color of them-
selves and the sdministration in Washington."

XXX XX XXX XX
RADIO BOON TO RURAL AREA, SAYS LOHR

"Radio has become one of the most nowerful means of
communication in breaking down the physical and cultural isola-
tion to which rural people in remote areas were subjected only
a ccmparatively few years ago", sald Lenox ®. Lohr, President
of the National Broadcasting Company, in an address on the
General Electric Farm Forum from WGY in Schenectady, on April 16,

"During the economic emergencies of the past few years,
agriculture hss had a period of readjustment. Information on
conservatlon, drought, crop control and insect pest control
has been broadcast daily to keep the farmer informed on all of
the late developments in connection with his government. Today,
Instead of waiting for a local county or state leader to explain
what is &0ing on in these flelds, the farmer is able to get his

information direct from some of the chief policy-making officers
by radio,
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"It 1s my ovinion that no class of people has
recelved the benefits from radio ss much as hss the farmer",
said Mr. Lohr. Y"The radio hss brought him entertzinment,
music, news of general interest and also masrket and business
news, which has been of direct financlal value. The lives of
rural people have been broadened because radlo hss brought
into the farm home these national and worla-wide affairs and
events", said Mr. Lohr,

"Weather, the governing element in raising crops,
is relayed to the farmer several tlimes dally by raalo. It
has been sald that the radio is the farmer's substitute for
the ticker, the telegrapn, the printing press and the luncheon
club, I belleve that there is a lot of truth 1n that state-
ment, because radio has done a great deal to place the farmer
on a par with hls city brother,- The most isolated farmer,
who never had been able to leave his county or state, can now
attend by radio the finest opera presentations in New York,
the lnaugurastion in Washington, the coronation in London snd
the most stimulating musical progrsms from all parts of the
globe, This has brought the farmer and his family into a
direct relatlonship with the city and impressed on him the
city way of thinking", sald Mr, Lohr,

XXXXXXXXX

GIULIC MARCONI JOINS NBC TO STUDY

Giulio Marconli, only son of Marchese Guglielmo
Marconi, will joln the National Broadcasting Comoany next
Monday to complete an slready extenslve apprenticeshin in the
science with which his family name 1s so intimstely assoclated.

The long strides made by radio in the United States
so0 deeply impressed the father of wireless communication that,
on his suggestion, his son - an alert, handsome young men of
26 - has come to this country for several years of study and
tralning in the most advanced radio techniques of the National
Broadcasting Company and the Redio Corporstion of Americe.
Young Marconi, who arrived in New York from Naples last Sunday,
has already had three years of similar study in ZTnglsnd and
in his native Italy.

It was while Mr. Marconi was pursuing his resdio
studies with the Italian Marconi Company in Rome that the plan
to come to America was formulated. The friendshlp between his
father and David Sarnoff, President of RCA, made 1t possible,
Mr, Marconi explalned.

XX XXXXXX
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TRADE NOTES
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W. Wright Gedge, of Detrolt, a Direction of the
Netional Association of Broadcasters and associated with WMBC,
Detroit, died this week. He had been elected a NAB Director
for a three year term in 19395,

Glenn I. Tucker, formerly with the Radio Corporstion
of America, 1s Vice-President of a new advertising agency in
New York, Thornley and Jones, Inc., formed by the association
of George H. Thornley and John Price Jones.

Ground-breaking ceremonles for the construction of
the new CBS studios and offices in Hollywood will be held
Tuesday, Aoril 27, in a specilal brosdcast over the entire
WABC-Columbia network, from 4:45 to 5:15 P.M., ZIDST,

The new CB5 radio center in Hollywood will include
auditoriums, studios and offices of Columbia's newly acquired
50,000~watt radio station KNX, as well as other facilities for
servicing the network. The structure will front on Sunset
Boulevard, occuvying the block between Bower and Tl Centro
Streets, and the entire nroject will cost anoroximstely
£1,000, 000,

NBC's station totsl, already at an all-time high,
will rise to 125 on May 1 when WSAN, the only stetion in
Allentown, Pa., becomes an optional outlet available on either
the Basic Blue or Basic ERed NBC networks. WSAN operates on
1440 kilocycles with power of 500 wstts., The network rate
will be $120 per evening hour,

Sy - - =t e S

William S, Paley, President of the Columbia Broad-
casting System, has commissioned Alexander Calder, inter-
nationally known sculptor, to design the Annual Amateur FRadio
Award, which will be presented to the individual who through
amateur radio has contributed most usefully to the American
people either in research, technicsl development or operating
achievement, .

e D o = - = mo =

George Henry Ffayne, Federal Communications Commis-
sioner; Governor Zlmer A. Benson, of Minnesota, and John P,
Devaney, president-elect of the National Lawyers' Guild were
to speak over WOR tonight (Friday) while at a dinner of the
Guild being tendered to Mr. Devaney, who was former Chief
Justice of the Minnesota Court of Appeals, The National
Lawyers' Guild has been an active force in endorsing Presi-
dent Roosevelt's Supreme Court provosal and the guest speakers
a: tge dinner were to express their aporoval of the Guild's
stand,

X XXXXXXXXX
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April 27, 1937,
RADIO FADE-OUTS NOT DUE TO INCREASE IN 3SUN'S HEAT

An intensive study of radlo fade-outs and their rela-
tion to solar eruptlons has convinced Dr. 5., S, Richardson, of
the Mount Wilson Observatory, that the communication disturbance
1s not due to any sudden increases in tempersture from the sun,
according to a2 statement released by the Carnegle Institution
of Washington.,

The sclentist suggests thst the redio fade-outs may
be caused by the condition of the lonosphere, in sddition to
radiant energy from the sun,

After reviewing the experiments of Dr. J., H. Dellinger,
Director of Radio of the U. S. Bureau of Standards, in thils
field and his own observations made at the Mount Wilson Observa-
tory, Dr. Fichardson said:

"The radiation producing the fade-outs seems undoubt-
edly to come from the outbursts that show so conspicuously on
hydrogen and calcium spectroheliograms. A natural assumption
would be that a small area on the sun, at exceptionally high
temperature, emlts a great amount of black-boday radiation of
high frequency; but direct observational evidence shows that
this assumption is untenable.

"In the course of the routine solar observing we have
by chance photographed many bright eruptions. If these erup-
tions were associated with black-body radlation of high tempera-
ture, they should also have shown conspicuously on the mono-
chromatic images taken at the same time. An inspection of many
plates recording violent hydrogen and calcium eruptions fails
to show any trace of a corresponding imase on the photographs
made with the continuous spectrum.

"These observations indicate that fade-outs are not
caused by any increase in radiation of the kind associated with
a great increase in temperature,

"The question naturally arises why certain eruptions
produce radio fade-outs while others do not. It 1s suggested
that possibly the condition of the ionosphere, in addition to
radlant energy from the sun, mesy be a factor in determining

whether or not a fade-out of high frequency radio transmission
occurs,

XXXXXXXXXX
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NEWS THEFTS? FOREIGN PROPAGANDA BY RADIO ARE FEAFRED

Viewing with alarm the increasing broadcasting of
news both by American long-wave stations and foreign short-
wave outlets which may be heard in this country, the Radio
Committee of the American Newspaper Publishers' Association
propvoses that the matter be on the agenda of the North Ameri-
can radio parley at Havana in November.

An appeal was made by ®, H. Harris, Chairman of
the Committee, to the publishers last week at thelr New York
convention, to guard against the theft of news at home and
the inroad of foreign propaganda via short-waves.

The Committee observed that radio is "gradually
changing both the metchanical operation of a newspaper and
the relation of the newspapers and the press assoclatlons to
the general public,"

Regarding the "foreign news propaganda", the Com-
mittee had the following to say:

"Many foreign countries, recognizing the possibil-
lties offered by short wave, have built powerful broadcasting
stations with directional antennas pointed toward North and
South America so that they may be able to pour their political
propaganda programs into the Amerlicas. These statlons are
now so powerful and so well equipped that it 1s possible to
recelve these short wave broadcasts in the Americas in the
English and Spanish languages with almost the same clarity as
the broadcasts of many stations of our own in the regular
broadcast band. Some European countries have blotted out
forelgn propaganda by setting up an interference on the same
wave length on their own borders. Another method used by
some European countries is to make 1t a penal offense for any
cltizen to own a set capable of receiving a foreign broadcast.
Nelther of these methods would be practicable and possible
in the United States.

"The Committee believes that if a time could be set
aside for the broadcasting of regular Press-Radio Bureau re-
ports generally in the United States this practice would off-
set to some extent the vpossible influence of foreign propa-
ganda. By this method we would meet propaganda with accurate
press assoclation news and the world would then be in a posi-
tion to Judge between the merits of the two services. It
must be remembered that our press assocliations are the only
news-gathering agencies in the world which sre not subject to
control, either direct or indirect, or recipients of support,
financial or otherwise from government.
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"Unless some action is taken by the press of the
United States to offset this governmentally engineered
propaganda in the form of foreign news broadcasts, it eventu-
ally will become a serious problem not only for the press but
also for our own Government.

Publishers were urged to protect their news against
unauthorized broadcasts, but at the same time they were warned
that they "have no monopoly on the business of gathering news",

"From time to time your Radlo Committee has advo-
cated that publishers and press assoclations take precautions
to protect thelr property rights 1n the news which they have
gathered", the Committee steted. "The Suvreme Court on various
occasions has handed down decisions which ksve no doubt that
newspapers and press assoclations have a property right in the
news which they have gathered.

"We should not tolerate a situation in which there
is a general pilfering of our news. The proprietary rights in
our own news are our stock-in-trade. We again appeal to pub-
lishers to give serious thought to this subject, because the
entrance of radio into the field of general communications has
opened a medium which encourages the pilfering of news,

"While a very large part of our news to and from
foreign countries, and some of it from point to point in this
country, 1s handled by means of short wave redio, experiments
are belng carried on now to develop sending and receiving
machines which eventually may provide secrecy in the trans-
mission of our own news,

"On the point of the broadcasting of news on the
regular broadcast band, nublishers and press associations have
followed up these violations through court action until broad-.
casters are now more generally recognizing property rights,

"Publishers should investigate their news departments
to see if thelr news is being used for sale to advertisers for
broadcast purposes in unfair competition with newspapers.

"Again we want to state that newspapers and press
assoclations have no monovpoly on the business of gathering news,
They have no control over any news which they have not gathered.

"Neither Mexico nor Canada has laws protecting pro-
perty rights in the news which the newspapers and the press
assoclations have gathered, and most of the foreign nations
have made no provision to protect the property rights in news.
The publishers associations 1n Great Britain have started a
movement to have laws passed by the various governments which
will grant to newspapers and press assoclations the same pro-
perty rights thst now exist in the United States.
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"Our press relations with Mexico need some atten-
tion because our press assoclatlions lose thelr property rights
when they cross the border, Under the present arrangement,
Mexican radio stations are taking the news out of Mexican
newspapers and broadcasting it back to the United States to
the detriment of our newspapers. This should be remedied.
This question could probably be consldered at the forthcoming
regional radio conference which will convene in Havana next
November, and where both the United States and Mexico are
expected to be represented."

XXXXXXXX

ZENITH TELEVISION APPLICATION SET FOR HEARING

The application of the Zenith Radio Corporation,
Chicago, for a permit to erect and operate a television brosd-
casting station has been set for hearing by the Federal Com-
munications Commission., The time has not been flzed.

Zenith proposes to use 42000-56000 and 60000-886000
ke, with 1,000 watts visual power and 1,000 watts aural power,
unlimited time,

XXXXXXXXXX
AUTOMOTIVE AND DRUG INDUSTFITS LEAD NET STRIDE

The automotive and drug industries, increasing thelr
expenditures $431,419 and $588,102 resvectively, accounted for
almost half of the rise in NBC!'s gross network revenue for the
first quarter of 1937 over 1936,

Automotive expenditures rose from $627,739 in 1936,
to $1,059,158 or 68,7 percent, while drug expenditures increased
from $2,841,116 to $3,429,213, or 20.7 percent,

XXXXXXXX

U. S. RADIO EXPORTS SHOOT UP IN FEBRUARY

Exports of radio equipment by United States manu-
facturers in February amounted to $2,376,000 as compared with
$1,829,000 in the corresponding month last year, according to
the Division of Foreign Trade Statistics, Department of Commerce.

The comparative figures for January and February are:
1937 -~ $4,960,000; 1936 -~ $3,868,000.

XXXXXXXX
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EDITOR & PUBLISHER RAPS PAYNE BROADCASTING TAX

Joining the more anonymous howls of broadcasters,
the American publishers, who are rapidly becoming broadcasters
as well, have joined in the protest against the proposed scale
of taxes on broadcasting stations as suggested by Commissioner
George Henry Payne,

Editor & Publisher in 1its current issue attacked the
tax as embodied in a bill introduced by Representative Boylan
(D.), of New York, as "confiscatory in nature" and "hostile
in intent to the present ownership of radio",

Frank A. Arnold, former radioc executive, in his
column "Fadlo and the Newspapers" in the same 1ssue, criticized
the tax scale as excessive,

Both, however, admitted that the broadcasting industry
might well be taxed, but in a different fashion.

Sald the editorial: "The politicians are moving 1in
on ‘the broadcasting industry from all sldes, end thls tax pro-
posal has all the earmarks of an effort to 1limit the power
and the range of commercial stations. The bill would exempt
stations which do not broadcast commercially, and also sta-
tions operated by the U. S. government, any state or terri-
tory, or the District of Columbia. One doesn't tax the
instrumentslities of government!

"With a reasonable range and an equitable basis of
special taxation on broadcesting no one will quarrel, For
the privileges 1t en)oys on facllities that belong to the
public, the industry should be willing to pay, and pay well -
but a privilege tax of $150,000 on a 50,000-watt station is
unconscionable. It 1s not comparable with the special taxes
levied under the Narcotics Act or the ¥irearms Act, cited by
Mr. Payne as largely regulatory in purpose and approved by the
courts,

"It 1s confiscatory in nature, hostile in intent teo
the present ownership of radio and designed to accomplish by
pressure the conversion of radio to a pure public utility,
Desirable as that may be to politicians who like the one-way
radio channel as distinguished from other, and uncontrollable,
methods of communication, it is a long way from representing a
wide public sentiment."

Mr. Arnold's conclusion, after a discussion of the
tax, was:

"Broadcasting 1s a one~sided business. All its
prodgct 1s glven away without compensation from the audlence
and its only source of income 1s the sale of a portion of its
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time for commercial programs. A relatively few large sta-
tions have made money during the last flve years. The net-
works have been prosperous as shown by thelr advertlsed
figures. But how about the hundreds of indlvidual stations
that are barely making a living?

"Tf the i1ndustry must be taxed, let the burden be
placed where 1t belongs -~ on the stations and networks that
are making the 'enormous profits', and figured on either
gross income or net profits. By thils method, even though 1t
involves some clerical labor, a result can be arrived at
falr alike to the 1little fellow who makes perhaps $5,000 a
year net and the blg operator whose flgures run into the
millions, "

XXXXXXXX
THAD BROWN LAUDS COMMUNICATIONS ACT AT PHONE MEETING

After reviewing the history of ¥ederal regulation
of communications, Thad H. Brown, Vice Chairman of the Tele-
phone Division of the Federal Communications Commission, praised
the Communicatlions Act of 1934 in an address last week at
the Annual State Conventlion of the Ohio Independent Telephone
Assoclation in Columbus, Ohlo.

Commissioner Brown referred to the pending investi-
gatlon of the American Telephone & Telegraph Company without
commenting on the Commission's findings. He praised highly
the contributions of the Independent telephone companies to
the industry,

XXXXXXXX
FCC AFFIRMS DENIAL OF MACKAY OSLO APPLICATION

Concluding consideration of a case that has occupiled
more than a year's time, the Federal Communications Commission
last week, sitting en banc, affirmed the decision of the
Telegraph Division on June 3, 1936, in denying the applications
of the Mackay Radlo & Telegraph Company, Inc., to add Oslo,
Norway, as a point of communication.

The application was contested chiefly by R.C.A.
Communications, Inc., on the ground that adequate service was
being provided by =CA.

The Oslo aoplication was but the opening gun of a
Mackay campalgn to challenge PCA's domination of the world
radio communication traffic,

XXXXXXXX
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The application of WRVA, Richmond, Va., to move 1its
transmitter site 15 miles southeast of Richmond and instsll
new equipment and a directlonal antenna system and increase
power from 5 KW to 50 KW has been set for hearing by the
Federal Communications Commission.

Station WTAM, Cleveland outlet of the NBC-hed Network,
is expected to occupy new quarters in the first four floors of
the Guarantee Title & Trust Building, 9th and Superior Sts.,
Cleveland, shortly before January lst, according to virtually
completed plans announced this week.

Seven studios, the largest of which will seat 400
persons, are planned at the new site, Provisions for tele-
vislon facilities will be made both in the studios and on the
roof. The entire project will cost between $250,000 and $300,000,.

——————————————— e ————

An adverse revort was filed with the Federal Communi-
catlons Commission this week by Examiner on the application of
the Raplds Broadcasting Co., Cedar Ravlds, Ia., for a construc-:
tion permit to operate a new broadcasting station on 1310 kec.
with 100 watts power, unlimited time.

The Columbila Medsl for Distinguished Service to Radio
will be presented on May 2nd by William S. Paley, President of
the Columbia Broadcasting System, to Barry Bingham, co-publisher
of The Louisville Courier-Journal, which operates Station WHAS,
Louisville, Ky. The award, which will be made during a broad-
cast, 1s in recognition of the station's efforts in combating the
floods in the Mississippi and Ohio River Valleys last Janusry.

Rear Admiral Walter S. Crosley, retired, a cousin of
Powel Crosley, Jr., radio manufacturer, has been selected as a
resldent director of the International Hydrographic Bureau at
Monaco., In this position, Admiral Crosley succeeds FRear
Admiral Andrew T. Long, retired.

- e ey - E - = - == —p ——
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/’/’* NBC audience mail in March set a new high of 1,140,580,
up 12 percent over the previous hign, 1,015,372, set in March,
1936, and up 245 percent over Februsry, 1937, when 330,427
pleces were recelved. Total mail for the first quarter was
2,206,675, or one percent more than in the first aqusrter of
1936, when 2,186,043 resnonses were recelved.

e

Robert W. Cottingham hes been transferred from NBC's
news division in New York City to NBC in Washington, where he
will be Assistant News ETditor, He hes been doing general
asslgnments, : —
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E. P. H., James, Promotion Manager at NBC, will
speak on "Television" at the annual meeting of the Mendelssohn
Glee Club Monday, May 2rd, at the Manhattan Club in New York,
Dr. 0. H. Caldwell, former Federal Radio Commissioner, and
editor of "Radio Today", will discuss "Radio Tomorrow, "

Belmont Radio Cornoration, Chicago, has registered
the following with the Securities e2nd Exchange Commlssion:
315,000 shares of no-par value common stock, of which 300,000
sharee are outstanding and 15,000 shares are unissued and
reserved for exerclse of an ootion 3Iranted to the underwriter
Stemmler & Co., of New York.

Lewis Allen Welss, Genersal *“anager of the Don Lee
Broadcasting System, WOR-Mutual's West Coast affiliate,
announced this week the appointment of Charles E. Sayler to
the post of Director of Public Relations, effectlive immed-
lately, Mr. Sayler comes to the Don Lee organization after
more than a decade of service with the firm of J. F. Helmold
and Brother of Chicago, large scale manufacturers and distri-
butors,

—

Two additional University Fellowships for advanced
study in radio broadcasting at the National Broadcasting Company
have been granted by the Rockefeller Foundation - one to Harley
A. Smith of Louisiana State University, and the other to
George X. Jennings of Station WILL of the University of Illi-
nois., Two similar fellowships were granted last year.

- XXXXXXXXXX

-

-

FAYNE SEZS "ROUGH ROAD" FOR BROADCASTERS

"Unless broadcasting companies begin to pay attention
to public criticism, they face a rough rosd ahead", declared
George Henry Payne, Federal Communications Commissioner, in a
talk at Garden City, L. I., last Saturdsy, before the annual
conference of District 2 of the Americen College Publicity
Association at Adelvhi College,

"In every other country of the world they do not per-
mit advertising and they send culturasl education over the air",
sald Commissioner Payne. "In this country we allow the broad-
est liberty. Some brosdcasts are pumning into orivate homes
materlal about nostrums, foods that have not been demonstrated
as beneficlal and certain medicines that the people should
never be urged to buy."

Mr. Payne said that there were forty millions of
dollars invested in the broadcasting business a2nd that the
gross revenue last year was 8107,000,000. He sald that the
profit this year probably would be 350 percent. He expressed
the belief that there was a great opportunity for college men
and women to go into the brosdcasting business.

AAXAXXXXXX --
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INCREASED SALES CALL FOR ENLARGED ARGENTINA PHILCO PLANT

In Argentina, South Americe, the lana of the pampas,
vaqueros, ocaballeros, and a great natlon of devotees of the
ocpera and music, there flourlshes a lusty young industry,
Philco Argentina, SA, with offlices and factorles in Puenos
Aires, employing hundreds of members of the Philco Family,
according to the Philco World, .

Philco Argentina, SA, ls an Argentina corporation
having full beneflts of all research and development at the
great Philco Radio and Television laboratorles in Philadelphia.

Phillco Argentina englaeers vislit Phlladelphia from
time to time to keep abreasst of the latest and best practices,
and thls year an executive will sttend the United States sales
conventlon, ’

In a recent issue of Revista Telegraflca, a radio
magazine published in Buenos Alres, there appeared a well-
written artlcle on Philco Argentina, SA, profusely 1llustrated
with pictures. The article was written by Sr. Gmo. Dougall,
General Msnager of the plant, and Sr. Atilio Alzona, chief
factory engineer,

The artlcle was translated by Victor S. Gittens, of
the Philadelphia Philco Heclamation Department, and personal
friend of Sr. Dougall and Sr. Alzona, The followlng 1s an
excerpt from the article:

"When Phllco Argentina, 3A, was established, head-
quarters were located 1n Shacabuco Street, but soon afterwards,
in view of the huge 1ncrease 1n sales and the absolute necessity
of enlarging its assembly shoos and to start the manufacture of
cabinets, moved 1ts offices to 541 Caseros Street, and 1its
assembly plant to 1445-47 Engineer Huergo Avenue, keeping them
separated from the furniture plant.

"Having made thls change, 1t also adonted the new
name of Phllco Argentina, SA, the commeny being formed with
Argentina capital and incorvorated during the administration
of President Uriburu in May, 1931.

"This company hes followed an inviolable policy from
the start to market radio receivers of the highest quality.
Follgwing the policy of the mother commany in the United States,
it did not surrender to the temptation of meeting the competition
of cheap and poorly made receivers thet so many *faker' concerns
have placed on our market cGuring the last few years.

"Philco Argentina, 3A, claims that the quality of both
the local and foreign broadcesting 1is far better than the repro-
duction provided by other sets manufactured in Argentina, and
that the public ought to be offered quality receivers in orader
to enjoy, at 1ts true fidelity, the musical quality of the
broadcasts. "

XXXXXXXX
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EDITCR FEARS SURFEIT OF ADS WHEN TELEVISION COMES

Quoting from an article by Gilbert Seldes in the
Atlantic Monthly, the New York Times on April 26th, in an edi-
torial discusses the danger of a surfelt of advertising when
television reaches the public demonstration stage. The edl-
torial says, in part:

"If the advertiser is to pay the bill of television -
a bill many times larger than that now presented by the sound-
broadcasting studlos - he will do well to study the responses
of motion~picture audiences. Only the cheapest houses ever
dared to throw on the screen the local hardware store's announce-
ment of its vast stock of tools and cutlery. Thirty years of
futile effort have narrowed this field to exhibitions of
fashions and of ingenious gadgets with commercial possibil-
ities - this because both are news. Propagandz and ovublicity
we will tolerate on the screen, but not advertising. We will
listen to a brief lecture on vitamins in general, but not on
the vitamins that impart miraculous vnroperties to a particular
brand of cough-drons. Will the sdvertising svonsors of tele-
‘'vision programs boldly hold uov theilr fountaln nens, vajamas
and lawn mowers to our geze and 'sell' them to us as repetit-
ively and insistently as they now do with talk alone? If so,
Mr. Seldes predicts rebellion and therefore failure.

"Thousands read the newsvaper while broadcast Jazz
rattles the windows. No such indifference 1s possible with
television. Zither we look and listen or we don't. Advertisers
had complete command of attention on the motion-picture screen
only to find that they were tiresome. They will have something
like 1t again with television, but with the knowledge that there
1s refuge in walking away or blotting out the image and the
sound by the turn of a switch., Restraint will be demanded.

Mr. Seldes doubts if the advertiser will be able to impose it
upon himself,

"For the costs are bound to be high when this new art
1s born. The elaborate productions of the movies have spoiled
us. To present nightly a new sketch, even though it be only
ten minutes long, means an army of directors and actors, ware-
houses stuffed with properties and costumes, and vast studios
where stage settings are prepared. Where are they to be found
in sufficient numbers for the scores of regional transmitting
stations that will be demanded? The public will not look at
the same televised sketch twice in succession. Multiply 365 by
a hundred advertisers and the enormity of the artistic problem,
not to mention the cost, becomes apparent. There is not money
eénough to bore us to the extent that advertising on this scsle
demgnds, Perhaps our salvation lies here. Or perhaps an
entirely new and more palatable method of selling goods by
television will be develoved."

XXXXXXXXX -
- 11 =



!

4/27/37

RADIO PRACTITIONERS MOVE TO LARGER QUARTERS

Littlepsge and Littlepage, attorneys and counsellors
in Washington, have removed from the Union Trust Building
where they have been for many years, to a larger and more
modern suite in the Bowen Building, 815 - 15th Street, N. W.,
between H and I Streets, about a half a block north of their
old offices.

Thomaes P, Littlepagze, Sr., was a ploneer in radilo
practice having represented Ralph Atlass, of Chicago, then of
WBBM, in the Zenith controversy, the first radlo case ever to
be tried in this country,

XXXXXXXX
THE BLUE ADDS WSPD

WSPD, Toledo's only radio station, has Joined the
Blue Network of the National Brosdcasting Company.

"WSPD 1s the most popular station heard by Toledo
listeners", an announcement of the NBC in taking over the
Toledo trading area says. "It is first cholce in a survey of
Toledo residents conducted by the Assoclated Radio Service
men during the week of January 11-16, 1937. WSPD scores 60% -
the second choice station, 24%.

"WSPD was established in 1921. Operates full time,
9000 watts day, 1000 watts night; 1,340 kilocycles. Recently
installed new, modern equipment, including a vertical radiator.

"Toledo, the nation's 32nd largest market, has a
population of 290,718; its §112,550,000 retall sales rank
third in Ohlo. Spendable money per capits 1s $620 - 21%
greater than the U. S. average.

"The great market which WSPD covers embrsces:
Population, 1,285,184; families, 338,570; radio homes, 268,200;
bank deposits, $266,300,000 and spendable income, $589,263,000,"

During four weeks of October, 1936, WSPD made three
spot announcements daily, offering a lucky pocket vilece.

10,382 requests were received in addition to the ordinary run
of fan mail,

-
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IOWAN NAM=ZD FCC SECRSTARY IN SUPREME COURT TRADE

The appointment of Thomas J. Slowie, of Iowa, a
congressional secretary, as Secretary of the Federal Communi-
cations Commission late this week took the brosdcasting
industry and government officials by surprise as his name
had not been mentioned previously.

It was learned on relieble authority that the
appointment was made at the personal directlon of President
Roosevelt, over the recommendation ¢f another man by James A.
Farley, in a trade with the Iowa Congressional delegation for
support of the Supreme Court reform proposal.

Robert L. Berger, Radio Director of the Democratic
National Committee, had been slated for the Job up until the
last minute as a reward for his work during the presidential
campaign. The Commission was preparing to announce his
appointment, when James Roosevelt, son of the President,
advised that it be held up.

Anning S, Prall, Chairman of the ¥CC, 1s unaerstood
to have called at the White House upon receiving the telenhone
call from James Roosevelt. He comnlained thet the Berger
candidacy had géne too far to withdraw it, and he reminded
young Roosevelt that Farley had picked Berger.

The Chairman of the Democratic National Committee
was out of the city at the time campaigning for the Supreme
Court change, but the White House got in touch with him and
apparently convinced him that Slowie must have the job.

Mr. Slowie 1s about 41 years old and has been in
Washlngton for the last seven years as secretary first to
the late Representative Jacobsen (D.), of Iowa, and this year
to Mr. Jacobsen's son, who succeeded his father in office,

A former city auditor and city clerk at Clinton, Ia.,
his home, Mr. Slowie has had no previous experience in either
the administration or business sice of broadcasting. He said
that his only previous connections with radio have been in
making political addresses over the air.

He is a World War veteran and wes one time assistant
to the president of the Guaranty Life Insurance Co., of Iowa.
He has a wife and two children,
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The office of FCC Secretary, which pays $7,500 a
year, 1s a polltlcal plum thet has been dangled before
aspiring young Democrats for the last year. It has been
vacant since the resignation of Herbert Pettey, now an
official of WHN, New York, but the duties have been performed
by John B. Reynolds, an Assistant Secretary, who 1s a
Republican.

Mr. Slowle was expecting to take office tomorrow
(Saturday, May 1lst).

XXXXXXXX
IF RUMORS TRUE, FCC MOST CORRUPT BODY, WRITZR CHARGES

Charging that the rumors about the Federasl Communi-
cations Commission which swirl about Washington these days
are so numerous and so libelous that he will not deal with
them "beyond noting that if even half of them are true, the
Commission is one of the most corrupt Federal agencies 1in
history", Paul W. Ward takes the FCC for a rough ride in the
April 24th issue of the Nation.

"The Roosevelt Administration is out to head off
the Congressional investigation of broesdcasting beceuse it
will be imnossible to investigate the radio industry without
investigating the Federal Communications Commission, which 1is
supposed to regulate it, and the Acdminlstration does not want
the smells emanating from that New Deal agency traced to
thelr source", he goes on to say.

Congress owes both itself and the public an investi-
gation such as Congressman Connery proposesg, Mr, Ward, who
1s a member of the Baltimore Sun staff in Washington, continues,
"because of the FCC's complete and insolent disregard of its
Instructions from Congress as written into the law governing
its operations with respect to broadcesting. It owes 1t to
the public because such an investigation will show that the
FCC has steadily and lawlessly been frittering away the
public's 'last great source', as that remarkable person,
Commissioner George Henry Payne, has dubbed the alr. It owes
it to the public especially because, as another Commissioner,
Irvin Stewart, recently said, 'the person who has the largest
stake in American broadcasting is the listener.'!

"Far from obeying its orders, the Commission has set
itself up as the guardian angel and aid of those who are
exploiting the last great resource in much the same feshion
that our weter, timber, land, oil, and minersl resources have
heen exploited and despoiled. It has functioned chiefly to
smooth out competition in the industry. Without the FCC
policing of the air waves to Keep the werious stations from
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ralding each other's territories and frequencies, the industry
would be in chaos, but for this policing, which costs the
taxpayers $1,500,000 a year, the industry psys nothing. Nor
does it pay for broadcasting licenses, of which there are 696
outstanding covering the ninety channels ¢r frequencies avail-
able to broadcasters.

"The radio industry represents an investment of
only $40,000,000 at the outside, its 1936 gross was $107,550,000
and is expected to reach 8135,000,000 this year. The signifi-
cance of these startling orofit indicators will be brought home
with devastating force when, as must happen, Congress declares
the radio industry a public utility and subjects its rates to
regulation.

"Licensed stations are being bought and sold for ten
and twenty times the value of their physicsl assets, which
would be only so much junk without a frequency on which to
employ them, Columbia lest year, for example, naid $1,25C,000
for a California station, and by any system of reckoning at
least $1,000,000 out of that nrice was for the frequency on which
the steticn had a license, Similarly, under a new practice,
stations are being leased for periods ranging from one to fif-
teen years at annual rentals nearly equal to the cost of the
station itself.

"Worse still, stock-jobbing is going on; station
securities are being sold to the public at prices which recover
for the promoters their full investment in the station and
still leave them in control of it, and the asset which the
investors get for their money is an interest in a license
which is good for only six months and, so Congress has ruled,
can never be construed as representing ownership of anything,
All these transfers, leases, and assignments have to be and
are approved by the FCC, wnich doesn't believe Congress meant
what it sald any more than do the radio barons,"

XXXXXXXXX
FTC ISSUZS ORDER AGAINST RADIO MANUFACTURZES

An order to cease and desist from using unfair
methods of competition, in violation of Section 5 of the Federal
Traqae Commission Act, has been entered by that Commission
agalnst a group of manufacturers of and dealers in redlo sets
ana redio parts. The order also is directed ageinst two com-
panies manufacturing and selling escutcheons and nsme nlates
for use on radio products,

The order orohibits the resnmondents from using as
marks or brands on their oroducts certain well-known and long
established names of other manufacturers and dealers in the
radio and like industries without consent of the lawful
owners of such names,
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According to findings in the case, among the names,
branas and symbols adopted and used by the reswondents, with-
out authority from the owners, are Marconi, Edison, Bell,
Victor, Majestic and Brunswick, and the letters ®.C.A. and
G.Z., standing alone or with other words, or colorable imita-
tions or simulations thereof.

Metal Etching Corporstion, 1001 Essex St., Brooklyn,
and 1ts President, M. Hermann, and Crowe Namenlate and Manu-
facturing Co., 1749 Grace St., Chicago, and 1its officers,
©. C. Coolidge and I. Robinson Smith, are ordered to discon-
tinue selling or distributing escutcheons and name plates,
bearing the trade-marks and names in question, to manufactur-
ers, assemblers or dealers in radio products, excepnt to the
owners of such trade names or marks, or to the licensees of
the owners,

The order further directs that the resvondent manu-
facturers and dealers cease representing, directly or indir-
ectly, through use of trade names of marks of which they are
not the owners, and without the permission of the lawful
owners, that their radio products are those manufactured, sold,
endorsed or licensed by the late Thomas A. Zdison, Thomas A.
Edison, Inc., American Telephone & Telegraph Co., Western
Electric Co., Marconi Wireless Telegraph Commany of America,
Redio Corporation of America, Victor Talking Machine Co.,
Brunswick-Balke—-Collender Co., Warner Brothers Pictures, Inc.,
and 1ts subsidiary, Brunswick Eadio Corporation, Grigsby-
Grunow Co., Majestic Radio and Television Corporation, and
General EZlectric Co.

The respondent manufacturers anddealers who are
ordered to cease and desist from unfair methods of competition,
together with their officers or agents, are: Xing Trading
Corporetion, 51 Vesey 3t., New York, and Royal Radio Co., Inc.,
168 Washington St., New York, and A. M. Frank, David Morrison
ana Murray Auerbach; Harvard Redio Tube Testing Stations of
Pennsylvania, Inc., 208 North Broad St., Philadelphia, and
Jules M. Schoenberg; Ross Distributing Co., 2020 Chancellor
St., Philadelphia, and Larry B. Foss; Sun Radio & Service
Supply Corporation, 938 F St., Washington, and Emanuel Rosen-
welg; Schiller Bros., Inc., 922 F St., Weshington, and Louis
S. Schiller; Peter Robbins, trading s Robbins Pedio Co.,
and as Ambassador Radio Co., 940 ™ St., Weshington, and F. C.
Scruggs, trading as Call ®edio Co., 636 H St., N,E.,Washington.

The complaint in this cese was dismissed as to the
following respondent companies and their officers for the
reason that there was no evidence to establish the allegations
made against them: ©Ttched Products Cormoration, 3901 Queens
Boulevard, Long Island City, N. Y., and Albert Nierenberg and
Walter H. Miller; Zlectro Chemical & EZngraving Co., 1100 Brook
Ave,, New York, and F. Z. Switzer, N. L. Jacobus, Robert
Schlesinger, Julius Zrodes and L. S. Southwick; Premier Metal
Etching Co., 2103- 44th Ave., Long Island City, N. Y., and
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Herbert Pape, Karl D. Johnson, Ernest A. Rottach, and Hugo
Lehrfeld; American Tmblem Co., 22 East 40th St., New York,
and Paul B. Williams, Clarence S. C. Williams, James Tels,
Fred B. King and =dgar Denton, Jr.

The case was closed without prejudice as to the
following resnondents: Metro Manufacturing Co., Inc., Metro
Radio Corporation, Metro Sales Co., Inc., Pyramid Distribu-
tors, Inc., and Regina Gadol, George Levine and Max Scafford.

Findings are that .all of the respondents, except
those against whom the complaint was dismissed or the case
closed without prejudice, have cooperated among themselves
and with one another and sre engsged in a scheme to deceive
the public and to compete unfairly with other manufacturers
and dealers in radio products.

/ XXXXXXXXX
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EXAMINER DISAPPROVES STATICN TRANSFZR TO CBS

Congressional complalnts against "trafficing" in
stetion licenses and "radio monopolies" this week had a
repercussion in a report made to the Federal Communications
Commission by one of its Examiners, ®. H. Hyde,

Examiner Hyde recommended thet the applicetion of
KSFO, San Francisco, for authority to assign its license to
the Columbia Broadcasting System be denied. He based his
recommendation on conclusions that the proposed $25,000 a
year rent was based on the value of the license rather than
stetion equipment.

It was Columbia that paid the record price of
$1,250,0C0 for Station KNX, Los Angeles, sbout a year ago.

KFSO operates on 560 kc. with 1 KW power, unlimited
time, CBS sought it as one of 1ts West Coast outlets to sup-
plant stations formerly operated by the Don Lee System in
cooperation with the national network,

_ The terms.of the contract, which the Txaminer said
should be disapproved, provide for the least of XSFO by CBS
until January 1, 1942, with ovotions for two extensions of
five years each. Rent would be paid at the rate of $25,000 a
year, plus an amount equal to one-seventh of the gross income
of the station in excess of $175,000.

"General provisions of the agreement provide", the
report states, "that the lessor may install new equipment,
changing the location of the transmitter to any point within
the San Francisco area, such new equipment to become the pro-
perty of the lessor; that the parties shall promptly cooperate,
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at the expense of the lessee, in filing and prosecuting before
the Commission an application to install a 5 KW transmitter,
to be constructed by the lessee, the lessee agreeing to nay
certaln additional rent (an amount equal to one-seventh of
the gross annual income in excess of $150,000) in the event
the project to install such new equipment 1is not completed;
that one-half hour of station time daily shall be reserved by
the lessor, free of charge, but subject to cancellatlion upon
thirty days' notice and payment of an additional $5,000 rent
per year; that Station KSFO shall be maintalned as a regular
transcontinental network outlet of the Columbia System; and
that the lessor shall not sell or lease the KSFO property, or
contract to sell or lease the property to any other party
without first granting the lessee an option to renew the
lease upon the same conditlions and terms offered by any third
party, or to purchase the same upon the same terms availsble
upon any bona fide offer of any third party, or for whichever
is found to be the greater amount - $225,000 or the amount
that may be determined by means of a formula employing sta-
tion eernings over certain steted periocds ss a basis for
calculation, "

Regarding the station's value, the EZxaminer said:

"Inventories of sll equipment, including antenns
system, transmitting apparatus, and studio equipment, show
original cost as $35,224.26, and the present cost of equi-
valent equivment as $38,865.09. Depreclated value according
to the strange method of computztion employed, is $30,131.96,
determined by substraction of depreciation in the amount of
$8,733.13 from ($38,865.09) the estimated present cost of
equivalent equipment.

"Net profit for the period January 1, to June 30,
1936, shown in the profit sand loss statement filed herein, 1is
$867.65, but during the period of this report more than $22,000
was pald out in salaries and commissions which should probably
be considered in any attempt to make a study of station earn-
ings. The owner of the capital stock of the licensee corpora-
tion drew $1,000 a month from the station during the period of
the statement submitted."

CBS officials predicted, however, that they could
step up the earnings of KFSO, -

. "The Columbla interests expect that when and if the
station broadcasts Columbia programs, it will attract a good
audience and be in demand by advertisers", Mr. Hyde said. "Then
with an increase in basic rates from $150,00 an hour to $325.00
the station is expected to have a gross revenue of $280,000.00.
Expenses, including rent and depreciation on a new transmitter,
are estimated at $250,000.00, leaving an estimated net income
of $30,000.00 per yesr. While these figures are merely esti-
mates, they are sald to be based upon the exnerience of the
Columbia System in operating stations under similar conditions."
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In Justifying his recommendation that the FCC not
approve the station-network deal, Examiner Hyde salid:

"Txamination of the contract, consideration of the
evidence regarding the properties proposed to be leased and
then immediately replaced for the most part by the lessee, and
examination of the business of the station, likewlse proposed
to be leased and then renlaced for the most part, indicates
that the chief consideration for the 'rentsl' sgreed upon 1is
the use or opportunity to use the operating assignment of
Station KSFO, subject to the approval of the Commission. The
sums proposed to be pald for this privilege and the other
conditions of the so-called lease are matters determined by
agreement between the applicants, with notice of, and of
course subject to, any laws applicable thereto. Nothing in
the contract, in the absence of some affirmative action by
the Commission, could possibly change the terms of the sta-
tion license, which, it may be noted, runs for only a fraction
of the time period covered in the contrect; no rights to the
operating assignment in question or any of the nrivileges for
which a license is requireda by the Communications Act of 1934
could be established against the regulsatory power of the Com-
mission by any agreement between these psrties or by any pay-
ments which one may maeske to the other as considerstion to
stand aslide or vacate en operating assignment in fevor of the
second party. But the terms, including payments pnrovosed to
be made in a transazction of this character, are nevertheless
considered material to the question as to whether or not
approvel of a transfer of license would be in the vublic inter-
est.

"The payments provosed to be made in this case by
the assignee do not appear to be out of line with the useful-
ness and value the KSFO operating assignment would have to the
asslgnee. On the other hand, it is obvious that the assignor
1s requiring payments in amounts which can be explained only
by the fact that 1t has a license from the government giving
1t exclusive privileges as to the use of the operating assign-
ment desired by the assignee, This use of the privileges
granted in the statlon license does not appear consistent with
the conditisn impnsed by law and included in each license;
that the licensee use the privileges conferred to the full
extent thereof to serve the public interest.

"It appears that the acquisitien of control of
Station KSFO by the assignee would result in improvements to
the service of the station in the technical quality of its
broadcasts and with respect to the quality of the progrems
provided for the interest of the public. Also, it is apparent
that the acquisition of control of Station KSFO by the assignee
would contribute to the further development and maintenance of
the national network broadcast system represented by the
assignee, and be advantageous to the promotion of the inter-
ests of that system. 3But it does not avpear from snything in
the evidence regarding this particular system, or regarding
the requirements of network broesdcasting, thet there is eny
necesslty for the acquisition of control of this station by
the same interests now controlling a number of other stations.

"The applicants heve not shown that the granting of
the application would serve the oublic interest, aonvenience

Or neces "
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SPREAD OF 5-DAY WZzK SEIN AS NBC CAPITULATES

General adoption of the 5-~day week in the broadcast-
ing industry was forecast thls week when the Natlonal Broed-
cesting Company announced that all its announcers, production,
and sound effect men will be placed on a 5-day week as soon
as satisfactory schedules can be worked out and additional
personnel trained,

"Because of irregular hours which nroduction men,
announcers, and sound effects men are frequently cslled upon
to put in in the course of their autles", Lenox Lohr, President
of NBC said, "we feel thet the venefit to be derived from two
full dsys of relaxation a week will immeesursbly increase the
efficiency of these men, and throuzh them the efficiency of
the National Broadcasting Commany in its service to the public
and its clients,"

Meanwhile, negotiations were under way for wage
and hour concessions between the "American Guild of Announcers
and Producers" and s bargeining committee from the Columbia
Broadcasting System. An early agreement was forecast,

Station WNEW, Newark, snnounced that on August 1lst
all of its technical staff will go on a 5-day week, and New
York stations were reported to be considering similar moves,

Directors of WOR late this week announced through
Alfred J., McCosker, its President, the adoption of a 40-hour
week for its entire personnel. The new hours of operation
will become effective Just as soon as the necessary schedules
candbe arranged and additional personnel trained, Mr. McCosker
said.

In making the announcement, Mr. McCosker also made
it known that the station has an agreement with the Association
of Technicsl Zmnloyees of WOX, representing its engineering
staff, which runs until March, 1933. The decision of the
Board of Directors to adopt a 40~hour week voluntarily reduces
the 48-hour clause in this agreement to 40 hours,

AXXXXXXX

The U. 5. Department of the Interior, Office of
Education, this week announced thst the time of the educational
radio series, "The World Is VYours", will be shifted from
Sundays st 11:30 a.m., =T3T, to Sundsys from 4:30 to 5:00 p.m.
EDST, beginning May 2nd. The time change wes mede, according
to the announcement, so other stations could be added to
those on the Red Network of the Nationsl Rroadcasting Comvany
which now carry the series. Tt is estimated that several mil-
lion persons listen to the program each week, but the time
change is expected to increase the listening audience apprec-
lably. During the past several months nesrly 150,000 persons
have written the Office of Zducation about the series.

XX XXXXXXXX
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I.T.T. FILLS ORDIZR FOR NEW ROME S-W STATION

The International Telephone and Telegraph Corpora-
tion disclosed this week that an order for the world's largest
short-wave broadcaster to be erected at Fome has been placed
by the Italian Broadcasting Comvany with the Zlectricel
Appsratus Cempany of Milan, Italy, an affiliate and licensee
company. This new brosdcasting station will radiate power
of 100 KW, and i1s the highest vowered short-wave brosdcaster
yet projected for commercial operatlon. By means of speclal
directive antennae, 1t will give reliasble short-wave broad-
casting service to all parts of the world.

The statlion will be installed in Rome and will go
into service in 1938, It will be one of the most efficient
and, therefore, most economical stations in the world to
work because, in addition to using final stage class "B"
modulation, new and specilal circuits for the power amplifiers
give 1t a much higher efficiency than ever before obtained by
a short wave transmitter.

In order to meet changing atmospheric conditions
the wavelengths need to te changed from time to time, and
facilities are provided for these changes to be made in a
few minutes. This can be accomplished because the circults
for the high power stages are built on a rotating turntable.

XXXXXXXX
RMA MAPS PROGRAM FOR CHICAGO MEETING JUNE 8-9

The program of the Annual Conventlon of the Radio
Manufacturers' Association was released this week in Washington
by Bond Geddes, Executive Vice-President. The meeting will be
in Chicagn June 8-9 and will be followed immediately by the
National Parts Trade Show June 10-13. Beth will be at the
Stevens Hotel.

The annual rsdio industry banquet, another "FMA
cabaret" dinner for Assoclation membership and guests, will
be the big social event, on Wednesday evening, June 9, The
two days of the FMA annual convention will be packed with
important business meetings. The program is belng arranged
by President Leslie F¥. Muter of the RMA and the Convention
Committee headed by A. S. Wells, of Chicago, Chairman, and
Paul V. Galvin, Peter L. Jensen and James S. Knowlson.

Sales premotion, national and in export trade,
together with important discussions of merchandlsing, emplcy-
ment, and other important problems, will feature the FMA con-
vention., There will be many RMA committee meetings and also
annual sessions of all four FMA Divisions. Ilections of a
President, Directors and other officers of the Assoclation
will be held during the convention.,
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A large luncheon meetling Tuesdey, June 8, combining
the snnual business meeting of PMA members, 1s a new and
interesting feature of the RMA conventlion program. Officlal
RMA delegates, alternates and guests will be tendered a com-
plimentary luncheon by President Muter and Directors of the
Associatlion. At the conclusion of the luncheon the annual
business meeting of the RMA membership will be held and
reports received from President Muter, Treasurer ¥red D.
Williams, and others. Annual meetlings of RMA group Divisions
also will follow the luncheon.

XXXXXXXX
RADIO HAD ORIGIN IN PROFESSOR'S BRAIN, SAYS SARNOFF

Radio had 1its origin in the purely theoretical
reasoning of a college professor, James Clark Maxwell, who
in 1865 advanced arguments for the existence of electro-
magnetic waves, according to David Sarnoff, Preslident of the
Redio Corporation of America.

Mr. Sarnoff spoke on Fridey before the American
Physicel Society on "Scielce and Society" in Washington.
Paying tribute to the work of the great scientists of the
19th century, whose theories and research in the reelm of
pure science hastened the industrial age, Mr. Sarnoff warned:

"It 1s too optimistic to assume that the mere trans-
lation of a scientific discovery into a usable commocdity or
lnstrument always advances civilization; that just becsuse
humanity can travel faster, communicete more freely, cook,
wash, iron, and gather ice cubes with less effort thsn ever
before, it has reached the all-time nesk of civilization,
Giving a man a hoe or a microscope does not make him s farmer
or a scientist, and giving him a radio or an automobile does
not make him civilized,"

XX XXX XXX XX
NEW STATION GRANTZD BY FCC; ANOTHER RECOMMENDED

The Federal Communications Commission this week
granted a construction permit for a new broadcasting stastion
at Wilson, N. C., while one of its ZIxaminers recommended the
granting of a station for ®ice Lake, Wis,

The Wilson applicants are H. W. Wilson and Ben
Farmer. The station will operate on 1310 ke. with 100 watts,
daytime, after June 1lst. :
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Examiner John P. Bramhall recommended that Waslter
H. McGenty, of Rice Lake, be granted a permit to build and
operate a station on 1210 kc. with 250 watts power,daytime.

The same Examiner filed a favorsble report on the
application of KLM, of Minot, N. D., for permission to shift
its frequency from 1240 to 1360 kc. and increase its power
from 250 watts to 500 watts nighttime and 1 KW daytime and
increase its operating time from sharing to unlimited.

X XXXXXXXXX
::t TRADE NOT=S ::::

Six papers on television will be presented by members
of RCA Manufacturing Co. at the convention of the Institute of
Radio Engineers, May 10-12, in the Hotel Pennsylvania. Among
those who will present discussilons, Jointly or singly, are
V. K. Zworykin, W. H. Painter, R®. . Law, C. I. Burnett, H.
Iams, F. B. Janes W. H. Hickok, A. Rose, G. A. Morton and L. Z.
Flory.

r.
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Tffective May 15, Timothy S. Goodman will relinquish
his duties as manager of WKRC, Columbies owned and operated sta-
tion in Cincinnati. He will be succeededa by John McCormick,
wno hes heretofore been assistant manager. Mr. McCormick, who
Joined the staff of WKRC in September, 1934, wss formerly
Program Manager of WINS, New York.

= VR

~7"WHK, oldest broadcasting station in Clevelsnd, Ohlo,
will Join the National Rroadcesting Comnany as a member of the
NBC Basic Blue Network early this Fall. The station will
replacw WGAR. Owned by the Radio Air Service Corvoration, an
affiliate of the Cleveland Plain Dealer and the Cleveland News,
WHK operates full time on a regional channel frequency of 1390
kc. with daytime power of 2500 watts and nighttime power of 1000
watts. o

Germania Tea Co., Minneapolis, and Consolidated Drug
Trade Products, Inc., 544 South Wells St., Chicago, are named
respondents in a complaint issued by the Federal Trade Commis~
sion alleging unfair competition in the sale of Germania Herb
Tea and Germania Orange Pekoe Tea. In advertising matter, on
labels and over the radio, the respondent companies allegedly
represent that the two products, when used in connection with
a designated reducing diet, have a substantial therapeutic

value in the treatment of obesity.
"
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~~" WJTN, Jamestown, N. Y., will Join NBC as an optional
outlet availsble to the Basic Blue Network on May 15. The

iggition will boost the number of NBC affilisted stations to

XXXXXXXX
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