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The General Radio Company 

l'hc General lt ad i o Company was 
chartered as a Massachusetts corpora­
tion on June U, 1915, and has, there­
fore, just complete(\ its twentieth ~·ca r. 
The company was founded IJ~ :'II r. :'olel ­
,·illc Eastham with the aim of s upplying 
the need r,n accurate and serviceable 
111Casuring- equipment which the radio in­
dustry was at that time beginning to 
realize. While the actidties of the corn­
pany have some\\·hat outgrown the radio 
field and no" include the whole area of 
communicntions anrl allied branches of 
engineering, they ha,·e de,·eloped along 
the line oria:inalh· laid down. 

The en rli~st ir{strumcnts of the com­
pany included standards of the funrla ­
mental circuit elements which would he 
snitnhle for radio-frequency mcasure­
ruents. The line also included inexpensh·e 
t~·pes of ,·a riable condensers, rt'sistors 
and transfonuers suitable for ust' in the 
circuit experimentation which was then 
,·en · ncth·e. It was this branch of the com­
paiJy·s actidties "·hich later expanded 
rnpidl~· rluring the period of populnr set 
building. It was nt this period that the 
closerl-core audio transformer wns put 
on the market, and this early t~·pe was 
prohahl~· thl' first nne commercially avail­
able. 

The company's rlc,·clopment was al­
most innnerliateh· dh·erted from the nor­
mnl course In· tl~e entrance of the Unitefl 
Statt's into the ""orlrl ""ar. Plans for 
the den~lopment of an increasing!~· "·ide 

Fig. 2. Early T)'pt> of Wavemeter. 

line of measuring e![Uipment had to be 
abandoned and the plant adapted to the 
turning out of necessary war material 
in qunntity. This material include(\ radio­
training equipment, field equipment, air­
plane sets and similar items required by 
the Signal Sen-ices of the Army and 
Nan·. ~ · 

At the close of the war period the 
company resumed the development· of 
measuring apparatus. During this period 

-·-bridges and othe~t -more ela·borate meas­
urinl!" dedces began to take their place 
beside the earner · standard units and 
circuit elements. · 

It was not loD'~r:: however, before the 
group of inexpensive ch:cuit components 
bellap_ to ~~:a preponderance of_ in­
fluence;; f!i ;::.thb company's . activities in 
~~en~~"~e gr_eat of..,pop-

l•u•;1Ji~~~~dlo-;~ which -
· itec\;br'.the.- tarlv'J.)Jgot~ 

liln"r"ked,~"the' be"¢.tmln~· Of ~ Allll!lbll.nf:fa) 
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Fig. 1. Mr. Melville Eastham 

expansion of p!anl facilities, 11nd the first 
unit of a rHo!lcrn fnctor_,. designed spt•­
cially for the company's requi remcnts and 
usc wa,; erected in 19:2 ~. folhnl'cd II\· " 
seconrl unit in 19:25. · 

\\"hile the l.nrlk of the cornpany's sales 
rluring: this period was not in the meas­
uring field, dt•n·lopments in mcasurinft 
instruments " ·ere actil'ch· carried on 
11ftain>t the da~· wlll'n ihe popular in­
terest in set huildinu: \\"otd!l dimini,;h. 
\\"hen this occurred i;1 1n:27 and lfi:2S a 
grO\dnft instrument line quiekly took up 
the slack. 

During the years of 19:!8 lo 1!130 tl<'ll" 

methods of selling and administration 
pro\"idin~ for increased r11til>S of research 
to nmiHif:t('turing cos t wt'r(' workc<l nul 
nn<l put into eft'cct, ;uul with the C<>lll ­
plctiPn ,f th<" trans itinn p<"riod a third 

unit lo pro\"i1k im·n·ased lahoratur.' 
space was l"l"<'l"i<"d in 1!13ll, this coJnpl<'l­
ing: the pl11nt "' it nisls today . 

The lransitinn fnHn a. lJu.sine~s CtiJII 

po,;e!l prin1aril~ of 'lllllll parts sold to 
!"onstuners t o that of labora ton · instru­
Jil!"nts sold to ind11,lri:d and !'d;1cat ion :d 
inst itu tcs has now IH"<"Il cmupleled. "l'h<" 
line of llll'il>llring: e<pliprncnt has been 
g:rcatl~· expanded until it cm·crs the en 
tire conllnllnication field and reaches out 
into s11ch all kd arts as acoust ic·s ancl 
motion pictures. During the period of 
the Colllpany's existence lll<·asun·rllent 
methods at coJuruun ication frcqu<'ncirs 
ha,·c hct'n rl'filH•d from the c rude,;t sorts 
of nppn1xinwt inns to accuracies cnnl­
paraul e "·ith thos,· expected at corlllll<"r­
cial frequem·ies. Indeed, the llleasurcJuenl 
of frcqucnc.'· has been develnpccl t•• a 
point where freqm•m•y is the lllost p n· 
cisel~· dcterminahk ph~· sical consta11t 
which we ha ,.e. 

Mr. Eastham hns lllaintained his dailv 
actidt~· in tlH' cn111pany since its founci ­
in!!", and is still the Prcsi1lent nnrl clirec 
th·e head. 

Fig. 3. A modern Frequency Standard. The prog· 
res~ in radio measuremenrs can be gaged by a 
comparison between this modern standard of 
frequency and rhc t'.,rlicr wavemetcr sh~..,.,.· n in 
Fi~ . 2. 

:\s the co"' l" "'Y ,·xpanded others wt·r·l" 
arlclcd to the lllHnag:cment group. The 
first of these, ~lr. ll enry S. Shaw, nnw 
Chain11an nf the lln<.trd nf Directors. IH" 
c•anll' associatc•d "ith :'olr. Easthalll cl11r 
in;x tilt' wc1r pcriPd. 
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D urin;! the n·ad,iustlllt'lll p eri od al the 
cln>c of the ll'llr " ~"· 1·:. 11. Locke an<l 
:\I r 11. n. HiclnlllllHl joined the ('IIIII 
p:~n: .llr. l.nd<t· b \'ic, • l'n·sirlt·n l in 

ch.ll'!!<' of """"' f:~c·lu•·inc:. and :\I r. H ich 
"''""'· ll' ith IIH' lillc· .,"r Tn·:~su!TI' , '"" 
.~Tilc'I" :JI "'IIJH'l'\ j ..;ictll 1tf :1ll 111111-ltl:lllllf':ll' 

l 11rill '" :1(·\h ilit·.s. \\'hilc · IJw,c· fo11r. :Ill 
:l<' li\t.~\ ('ll!.!':l!.!'t'd in IIH' hu_ ... i JH '"'"'· <'onsli 
1111<" 1.111• ,·"";'·'!.!'<'lll<'lli inllllt'IH't' in lhc 
CPIIIJlilll}, ill IT<Tili .\.t';!J'' :1 ~'ltttfl .;:jar( 

h;Js hc t·n In:ult- on :1 pL111 l•1 t'\lcncl both 
u\\·rH·r :·d lip nnd rn an:J~ .. tc'IIH'Ilt !11 :1 .!!'f'llllp 

of .iun illr cxc•ctd h ·""'· 

Fi~ . 5 . Tht> Present P l.mt of the General Radio 
c~,mpan>·· Of t he due(' units shown the first was 
nm1p lcted in ]Q..!..f , th<' sc,,:ond in lQ25 and the hlst 
in lCHO. 
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