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BIG BOOST

The Saturday Evening Post probably gave the coin-
operated machine industry the biggest boost that it had before
the modern cra of the industry, That was back in the blg
money days of the late 203 when The Post published an
article, “Milliona in Pennies.” in 1020. That was in the days
when America had gone wild with stock market gambling
and the booster article on ed
the gambling fever to run away even with legal vending
machines and scales.

But the collapso of 1920 took care of that and vending
machines had a decided setback. The Poat article, “Millions
in Pennies.” has almost been forgetten. The modern revival
of the coln-operated machine industry began in 1931 when
the development of hew ideas in amusement machines gave
new life to the business.

Now The Saturday Evening Post devotes practically four
of its valuable pages (May 13 issue. page 12fF) to another
boost of the Industry, this time to the amusement section of
the trade. The title of the article is “Ten Billion Nickeln”

The industry has been having fts difficulties during the
last two years. but so much valuable space in a magazine of
s0 wide circulation may be just the tonic needed to tide the
Industry into better days.

Chicfty, becausc the coin machine industry s now better
prepared to capitatize on all such publicity, There was & thne
when manufacturers in the trade could not “stand the
pressurc” of such publicity, but now they are becoming
accustomed to the modern uses and value of publicity,

An indication of the trend may be scen in the fact that
Joe Calcutt tmmediately capitslized on the article for himself
and for the Industry, Other manufacturers also, fnstead of
rushing to cover, are prepared to capitalize on such valuable
publicity for all it

If the industry‘learns from this generous boost by The
Poet how to on publicity. fa and
then the industry has really grown up and is prepared to take
ita place In the modern world.

wor

It s evident that The Post is trying to steal some of the
thunder of the newspapers. It ia evident that the article is
meant to and this adds to its
human sppeal. Probably many newspapers that have used
headlines about the industry at intervals to good profy will
get sore at The Post. [n fact, we may see a race in giving
sensational iree advertising to the industry,

The article Itself suggests the probable value of such
publicity. After saying that it is no secret the machines give
the sucker little chance to win. it adds that “10,000.000 Ameri-
cans keep on playing them.”

This in the unteld story back of the industry. This is the
sccret of the success of the varety of amusement games:
Americans like the fun they get in playing them. If adverse
publicity could have destroyed an Industry, there has been

enough attempt at adverse publicity to drive slot machines
from the carth.

The Post article quotes the Gallup poll on gambling. that
“some time during cach year one out of every three adulta
piays a salesboard or slot machine® *"During the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1838, excize-tax fgures indicate that
$30,000,000 worth of pickel extractors was sold.”

It could have quoted a Science Service survey on gam-
bling, shawing that Americans spend $35 per year on gambling
for every adult and child in the country, and of this average,
get $8. The survey did
not include stock market and grain exchange gambling in
the $55 average.

‘The Post article pay» tribute fo the technical progress
of the industry: “Technically the Industry is 5o far advanced
that its tricks are being borrowed for such surprisingly unre-
Iated uses aa improving the control of torpedo and anti-
aircraft gunfire”

Worthy e given to the emp possibili-
ties of the coin machine Industey in The Post booster. The
number of operators is estimated at 25,000 to 33.000. Each
operator is said to employ expert mechanics, probably reach-
ing a total of 80,000 such mechanics over the country. “Easily
3,000,000 persons. and perhaps twice that number, get sll or
part of their income from the business.” the article statex.

Thae conclusion of the article is @ genuine eflort by the
author to give credit to the industry for ks Inherent values
to industry and to human nature. “No one forces anyone to
play the games . . . and as lang an the public wants games,
the industry hopes to be able to serve them.”

The author of the article is 8 young newspaper man in
D. C. who contributed the feature as a free-

Iance job to The Post. He attended the January, 1939, con-
vention of the coin machine trade, had numercus Interviews
with men in the trade and also made surveys in other cities.
From a critical viewpoint the article and are too
much like the ususl newspaper sensation. Material for o
much more original and mature treatment of an unusual indus-
available. But four pages of iree publicity in The Post
big favor in any man's language.
Instead of becoming the champion of ncw and liberal
ideas, however, The Post will continue to give fts greatest
support to big-time gambling by its reactionary fight for the
return of the big gambling days of 1929, George Morace
Lotimer (retired), pantly educated by the nickels. dimes and
quarters of poorer parishioners in his father's church, gave
‘The Post its bent and perhaps could not bear to think of poor
people getting some fun at putting nickels In slot machines.
The somewhat hard-bofied Editor W. W. Stout of The Post
in not expected to bend The Post toward the liberal side of
life—even tho illustrations of bathing beauties may fow
appear In it

Read The Post article, “Ten Billion Nickels.” and get as
many other people to read it as possible.
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Al
ROCK-014 as more MOTION

for GREATER EARNINGS operate ROCK-OLA
with 2 to 4 times more motion than other phonographs!

Patrons PAY for glamer, excitement and change! That's why Rock-Ofa’s 1939 Lunury
shtup line of phonographs leads the parade of profits, 1t offers more than superb music:
it thrilh tho crowds with its continuouscolor-show in MOTIONT Rich, decp colors walling
up trom within. ditfusing through the boautifully colored catalin srcas of the naw modern
bi breath-taking 1igh i #loating clouds in color! Tho most brilliant,
fascinating color-animation ever wied in an sutomatic phonographl

MOTION MAKES MORE MONEY FOR YOU!

Many locationt say their customers put monay In over and owcr again Just to “ses the
clouds ge by.” If you operate Rock-Ols's Luzury Lightup modols, you may well cxpect
incraacd patronsge and increstad EARNINGS because people simply can'® resist going
to 8 “Luury Lightup Phonograph Place.” Don’t forget that Rock-Ola has many other
exclusive featurcs—all combining to make It the PRIME moncy-making faverite: supce
latlvo tone quality, crystal pickup, 995% slug-proof coin chute, doublo cash box (DeLuxe)
and Hawless scrvice-free mechaniam, Others are having splandid results. Why not sea
your distributor and get youe shara of ‘‘Luxury Lightup™ profits?

lCA-0LA

Luxury Ligh tup for 1939/
RUCK'ULA MANUFACTURING CORP.

800 No. Kedpie Ave., Chicage
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