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1

GUS SUN HOUSE IN WHEELING?

IWerd on Plans for New Link in Vaudes
ville Chain Expected

Wheeling, W. Va., April 2,—Developments in
{be next few days are expected to bring oot
plans for asother theater here. THeport has
e that B Twelfth street business man I in-
lerested in the project with .which the Gus Sun
linterests wre coouecied. As the Suon enlerpriae
loperaten a chaln of theaters thrugut the country
land condorts ong of the biggest vandeville or-
panizations, popular priced varlety entertain.
[ment will probally be offered, tho it hag been
himted that a iegitimote policy might be the
rmle.

A gite on Market street, nenr Twelfth, haw
been tentatlvely sectived, it I3 said, and the
wildlng will be develed entlrely to thentrical
purposes. It will be modern In every detall
w0 handeocme inside sod out,

At present this city nas the Court "Theater,
Bpaying road aitractlons; tha Vietorin Theater,
offering vaudeville, and five movie houses in
the bosiness section. The Belenk Rouse, Dear-
jng completion, will aleo be In the clnema clags,
Ita opeving s expected to cause the Rex
heater to chamge from the showlng of fims
to a ploy of vandeville, the stage haviog

contly been remodeled to permit such offer-

g8

A pew playbouse also will ba erected at
eenth and Market streats by the recently

peopporated Wilcox Theater Co., of Brldgeport,

NEW DULUTH THEATER

To, Cost Half Million Dollars Is Planned

Daolath, Mino.. April 1,—The Duluth Theoter
Company closed 8 deal today whereby it be-
comes owner of the St. Louls Hotel property,
which the compeny leased a year ago. The
considerntion wos §350,000, In the near future
n  balf-milllon-dallar  vandeville and plcture
thenter will be constructed on the botel site
and the old hostelry demolished,

The Duloth Theater Company is controlled by
{Pinkisteln & 'Ruben, who are jolat owners
with the cook Brothers, M. 8, B, J., Jullus and
Mayer Cook. This corporatlon now controls the
Few Grand, New Garrick, New Lyrle and New
Astor In Duluth end the New Palace in Superi-
or. Tt i planned to make the mew theater the
Inrgest and best at the head of the lakes,

This property has ooe of the fnest locations in
the_city, belng in the heart of the down-town
gection, facing on Superior street in froat and
Michigan street in the rear, The 8¢, Loula
Hotel @ a six-story bullding snd one of ile
best Emown in the Northwest.

CORTELYOU RESIGNS

ell-Known Chicago Booking Agent
May Open Office for Himeelf in
Masonic Temple

Chbicago, April 2.—Bert Qortelyon, widely
known booking agent, with the Simon Agency
since 1912, hes resigned from that organisation.
Mr. Oortetyon, it Is reported, may conclude to
¢pen his own officer in the Masonie Temple.

Tha ecnclusion among vaudeville showmen in
Chicago 18 that since the bfokings were removed
t5 New York thers has not been sufficient busie
ness with the Simon Agency, a8 well as other
10 per cent ageacies, to hold Mr. Cortelyon with
that oegnmization. A, Ferdinand Mayer and
Irving Simon remain in metive charge of tha
business. John Simon 8 said to have not been
Botive in the firm since the first pf the Feam
The Slmon Agoncy i the largest artiste’ agency
in Ohleago.

Mf. Cortelyou was formerly secretary to Chas.
B. Broy, Orpheum representative in Ohieago,
Altho it {8 understood that the bulk of the Ju-
olor Orphenm bookings will be returned to Chl-
¢ago, and that comsidernbln rellef will be af-

10-High-Class Scenic Artists—10

SOSMAN & LANDIS CO., 417 South Clinton Street,

FRANK C.
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COMEDY

*SURE FIRE”

few coples of “BURE FIRE
5. 2 13 in

is mittag His hot cakes. T have only o
mwmmmunn Mo, 2 slong, Noa.
coples of "Bl FIRE™ No, 1 In o burry,

is 2 -powared

Mmlw l#.d

Acts ara in deamand.

contains 100 lsughs fo the paso,
the programme, While "SURE FIRE"
lising oo the profeslopsl stape,

who sotertain occastonally for pleasurs,

Bend all orders to

“SURE FIRE”

5, sy ot ok Ml 2 Ol S 0 AV L B
L] 8, al A I o
Comsdy anam

“egURE FIRE”

will put you in the big pay gamo snd on thet high salary st
Agents everywhers ate waltlng with open armd

*SURE FIRE”

Will glve you an act and preparo you
1s natarally of preater valuo io
it 18 also edmirably sulted
@8 it glves the latler & chance to mako
guality of material used by the high-salaried and BIG TIME™ arilsts,  Great for Homas T

Whilo thess few coples of “BURE FIRE" last tho price s $2.00 per cony.

Price $2.00 Money Order Price $2.00
cSUREJFIRE?”

contains material that is ready to be presented on any stage. No cuiting or padding Becisary.
ORDER TODAY. .

FRANK C. QUEEN, 1601 Cone $t., Toledo, Ohio.

P. B.—Boak of (70 pages) *“Bits” $10.00. 250 *Hekem" Bongs, Bend for st

S

QUEEN’

aetive preparation.
an sbundamos of Mesologues.

dolng it amd so cgm you.

Othars afe
to place an act with “SURE FIRE™

i hold down any
performers who maks
to the needs of new beglnmers and thoss
good with the sama
alents, eic,

Wanted Musical Comedy People and Comedians

first~class Musical Comedy Co. under
%arlss d{:nur EDR R
e

eanvas, nathin galary
JALTO SHOWS, 119 East Broadman Street, Youngstown, ll!.l::”‘
i —

‘Tt first-class people wanied Best of

SUMMIT
BEACH

CASINO THEATRE

OPENS SUNDAY, MAY 20.

WANT MUSICAL SHOWS

With complote productions Flat salary or percentagn,
s—

AHKRON,
OHIO.

0. L. ELSLER, Manager,
e ——

VWANT

UNION SCALE OR HIGHER

ED

CHICAGO

V. M, P. A. WORRIED

Crusade Against Excessive Commis-
sions Causes Consternation

New York, April 4.—There has been com-
sidernble copsteration among the Broadway
sgentry gines the insvgurstion several weeks
ago of a erosede sponsored by the big actors
unions sgainst excesslve commiasions, Evidence
of this fert i3 shown io = statement made pub-
lie last week by the Vaudeville Managers' Pro-
tective Assoclation, in which it promises dire
penslties for oy member caught evading the
law.

The mansgerlal organization makes it clear
that sny manager or artlsts' representative ap-
prehended in charging wore than the legal rate
of commission—ithat of five per ceni—for mana-
gerial eervices will be barred from booklng
privileges in gny booking office affiiiated with
the V. M, P. A. The managers' aesociation has
slso ruled that managers and artists’ representa-
tives shall likewlse be berred from booking
privileges if found guiky of atteching ao
artigt’s ealary or baggege for alleged in-
debtedness for managerial services,

The campaign to clean up the lnw-svading
asgentry 1s moving space. Investigators of the
Equoity apd of the Ameriean Artistes' Federa-
tiop are buslly eogsged collecting evidence.
Agents all gver the elty ore witehlng their step.

J. J. Mordock of the Keith offices bas made
public the following statement: ‘Do mot pay
more than five per cent. Have nothing to do
with eny agent asking more. If you don’t want
to pay suy agent the stipuated five per ceat,
40 pot have an agent and book direct with the
manager.™

MRS. PERRY MISSING

Chieago, March 26.~—Mrs. Antonio Perry, wile
of Antonlo Perry, who is coonected with the
¢ireuletion department of The Billboard, Ohi-
cago ofice, has beeo misslng from her home
for more than & week.

A, mysterious lettor and telephone message
saying the woman had been injored in an auto-
mobile sceident, but was recovering, s all that
the family hes heara since the womap's dis-

nce. Mr. Perrs, during spare hours,

io be thoroly coptented, There Is every com-
fort for the sick and every department ls-under
the personal supervision of Mr, Roberts at all
times. That Mr, Roberts Is o kind master to
bis pets i= attested by the way they greet him,
from the smallest bird to the largest monkey
anj pony.

Every performer whether bird or animal, en
ters its rontine of work with a zest that plainly
indieates that they love it. If aa aoimal or
Bird has to be driven to ita work by force
or fear Mr, Roberts at once discards it Hind-
ness ls the watchword of all Pamahislke acts
and it $s & pleasure to see the bappy family at
the Pamshesika Pets' Home.

MISSING DAUGHTERS SOUGHT

The Billboard hes been msked to aid in lo-
eatlng two missing daughters whose descrip-
tions are as follows:

Sophia Noel, 15, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
W, A. Noel, 501 W. Froat street, Bloomingloa,
fil. Left home Jaduary 5 of this year. She
i8 four feet, six foches tall, snd weighs about
100 pounds; brown hair and eyes, halr hobbed:
well edncated; refinéd in dress aad with a de
gire for the Iatest styles. Any information

@8 to ber whereabouts will be appreciated by
her parents, who cam be reached as per ehove
nddress,

Zola Cremson, 16, left her bhome in Kokomo,
Ind., March 13, 1020, after cutting ber helr
and dressimg like & boy. Had been a telephona
Gielatur. 18 five feet, five inches tall; welght
100 pounds; brown haic and light blue eyes.
Toformatlon would be appreciated by her par
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Creason, 1720 N. Me-
Cron street, Hokomo, Ind.

. LINGOLN SKETCH OPENS

New York, Apell 4.—Joseph Hart's vanderille
verslon of Thomas Dizen's play, ““The Man of
the People,’ opened on the Orphenm Clrenit
at Duluth last week. In the cast are Howard
Haull, Wm. H. Turner, Checles Bartling, George
Doty, Louls Alter, Robert Ress and Kitiy Cos-

b el

ARCH W. JAGKSON, NOTICE!

—

Anyons knowing the whereabouts of Arch W.
Jackson 1a asked to commonfente with his
mother, Mrs. Jackson, Route 1, Box 4, Huof-
smith,, Tex,

> ~ -0

P
-4

PPy
+

b

forded the booking agents here in )
yot this will not take place umtil September,
and beneficisl results will bardly be manifest
before that time.

" PAMAHASIKA'S PETS

Philadelphin, March B30.—A refutation of the
charge that cruelty i mecessary in training anl-
mals iz found at the Pamahasikn Pets' Home
and hendqunrters, 2324 N, Fafchill street, In
this city of which George E. Roberts is Ren-
ernl manager. The place. consists of four large
bulldings equlpped with every convenlence for
the comfort of Pamshastkn’s bird, dog, mony.
cat ang monkey acts, and they are models of
Tertection,

Each building fa large, roomy, woll Mghted
4 ventilated ond the animals and bleds sre

In churge of skilied sttendsnts. The pets seem

works 28 a clown on the ballyboo of difersnt
ghows, He farmerly d!d g strong sct on the
|tl39.nahemdhhu!faunmwﬂedul
team In juggliog. The police are assisting him
{n searching for Mre. Perry. The couple has &
nine-year-old daoghter, Vivien. 7

ANOTHER WINTER GARDEN
BLAZE

e

New York, April 1,—Fire in a storercom stop
the Winter Garden late yesterday sent chorus
girls apg performers scurrylog to the street
when smoke filled the back-stage quarters. The
blaze occurred at & time whes the show
was mearly over, and the first patrons Knew
of it was when they filed ioto the street and
gaw the fire apparatos liced up there. The lat-
ter part of the performance was speeded up
considerably, in order to got the andience out-
glde before the smoke bhad a chance to make its
way into the themter.

DISSOLVE PARTNERSHIP

—_—

The old vandeville team of Owen end DeVernon
has dissolved partoership, Miss DeVernom, io
private life Mrs, Owen, having retired per-
mapently owing to a severs illness. ‘Owen has
recently jolned forces with Jack Schlinglef, bharl-
tone and etrelght men, snd they have strength-

. aped the sct with new material, including three

new musical numbers, Ome of these, **A Dizla-
land Laolleby,' written by Owen, will be
tored by Schlinglod. Mr, Owen stntes that
and Schlinglof will scon begin rehearsals
three new seven-to-ten-people acts,

KINGS COUNTY
DETECTIVE BUREAU

Telephone, Main 615

Confidential Investigations and
Efficient Detective Service.
Write, call or wire.

Kings County Detective Burean
50 courtSt..Broaklm.H.Y.

1

ATTENTION, VAUDEARTISTS!
$ Send us your route for incorporation in the Billboard's
¢ Route Columns. Mail itto reach Cincinnati Officeby Friday.
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Every Actor should take a financial interest in his business. BEvery
Jr\ctor should hold at least one share of stock in the corporation he works
or.

There are two Corporations whose stock is offered to the public. One
is the Marcus Loew stock, the other is the Martin Beck Orpheum stock.

The Loew stock coets, per share, about §17.00 at the present moment.
The Orpheum stock costs, at the pregent moment, about $27.00 per share.
If you own one share in either of these Corporations, then you have a right
at a stockholder to have some say In the operation of the Company, its
methods of doing business and what it does with its money.

Contrary to the usual practice of those giving advice, T have followed
my own advice. I hold stock in the Loew Circuit and a share of stock in
the Orpheum Circuit. :

When it came to a public announcement that these Circults were going
to turn the whole of a half-dayv's receipis over to some gsupposed charity
organization, I believed it would not be for the benefit of the Loew Cireuit
or the Orpheum Circult, and I knew it was not for the benefit of the
Actors whom I represent. So I protested and objected to both Corpora-
tons. Neither Corporation had the eourtesy to reply to my registered
letter of protest nor to any of the many other letters of similar objection
which they received from other stockholders. &

The only thing that has happened up to the present moment has been
the publication of my letter at some one’s eXpense, in full-page advertise-
ments. i

Let me here tell the Actors, AND PROVE TO THE ACTORS, that my
objections are solid and are made on behalf of the Actresses and Actors
of the country.

It is alleged and advertised that this money is to be turned over to
the National Vaudeville Artists, on the ground that the National Vaude-
ville Artiste i= an Aetors’ Organization for the benefit of Actors, with an
Insurance Fund. The N. V. A. is not such an crganization. Let me prove it.

In the Federal Investigation, Henry Chesterfield, the Becretary,
was on the stand, and under oath testified that part of the agreement
of the National Vaudeville Artists with the owners of the premisss at
239 West 46th street was as follows:

(STENOGRAPHER'S MINUTES, PAGE 2453).

Question. (By Mr. John Walsh). “The National Vaunde«
ville Artistz has nothing in common with any labor organiza-
tion? 4

Answer. (By Mr. Chesterfield). *“No slr;' it has not”

(STENOGRAPHER'S MINUTES, PAGE 2454).
Mr. Walsh then took up the contract between the National Vaude-

wille Artists and the 229 West 46th Street Corporation, which’ own=

the building, and read as follows:

“The leased premises (that is the club on 46th street)
shal]l be used exclusively as a high class social club—and no
part thereof shall be used or occupied for a political club,
labor union elub, or SIMILAR ORGANIZATION.”

That Iz bad enough assuming that the N. V. A, gets the real
benefit of the funds given by these two Corporations and raised from
the benefit. Who does get the real benefit? Let us see.

After a lot of questioning of Mr. Chesterfield, Mr. Maurice Good-
man, attorney for Mr. Albee, volunteered this explanation:

(STENOGRAPHER'S MINUTES, PAGE 2439). I |

Mr. Chesterfield being asked: “Now you say the benefit
recelpis are paid Into a separate account?

Mr. Goodman stated: *“T can tell you the explanation
of it. It iz an gccount of the N. V. A benefit fund in the
Mutual Bank, checks to be drawn on the slgnatures of two
persons, of which Maurice Goodman fs one and John J.
Murdock is the other and Pat Casey ig the third. Any two
of these three can draw on the funds'™

This money s m:'npo-sed to be a benefit fund for charity. Let

- @5 further trace it {0 its charitable purposes.

Q. “Well, what is done with thiz money from the bene-
fit funds which you receive? %
A.” “Well, according to the accounting that has been given

me virtually all of it has been wutilized in the building of
E.Eﬂ club house and we etill are considerably In debt yet for

Read this carefully, study it, and cut it out
Jor future reference.—H. M.

o

“IN HIS TRUE COLORS™

By HARRY MOUNTFORD

But Mr. Chesterfield does not know how much has been spent
and neither does Mr. Chesterfield, the Secretary of the N. V. A., keep
any account of the money spent by the N. V. A., nor does he know,
according to his own testimony, who are the officers of the 229 West
46th Street Corporation, though he knows that he does business with
Mr, Albes and Mr. Goodman.

(STENOGEAPHER'S MINUTES, PAGE 2438).

. "“Does the organization, the National Waudeville
Artists, own its own building or is the title in some other
organization or corporation?

“The title is in another corporation.
*What is the name of that corporatlon?
“The 228 West 46th Street Corporation.
"“Who are the officers of the corporation?
(By Chesterfield). I DON'T KNOW.

.. "Whom do you deal with? You are the secretary
of the association?

A. “Yes, sir. T HAVE BEEN DEALING WITH MR.
ALBEE AND MR. GOODMAN.

Q. "“Do they transact whatever business may be neces-
sary or that you have with this corporation?

A, “THEY HAVE BEEN DOING THAT."

orOoPOP

(STENOGRAPHER'S MINUTES, PAGE 2457).
Chesterfield still answering.

“How does the National Vaudeville Artidis keep
track of the expense that is incurred or was Incurred in the
remodeling of the bullding?

A, "There was an account kept of all the expendl-
tures that have been incurred in the building of this instituo-
tion. As we pay the debt off the account Iz rendered to us

“Who keeps the account?

“The 229 West 46th Street Corporation

“They keep an account of the expenditures?

“Yes.

“And how do you ascertain what those expenditurea

Fop o

o

are?

A.. “By simply asking whenever we want to know what
cerfain expenditures are. A

Q. “Have you recelved an aeccount of what the ex=
penditures wera?

A. "NOT UP TO THE PRESENT TIME; NO, SIR.”

Note—The 229 West 46th Street Corporation had then had pos-
sesslon of the preperty for over three years, but no accounting had
been given to the National Vaudeville Artists, nor did they know
what had been spent.

The National Vaudeville Artists from the commeneement has
been nothing but an instrument of Mr. Albee. He and Mr. Murdeck
financed it. They even pald for the first advertisement that appsared
in the papers. 5

(STENOGRAPHER'S MINUTES, PAGE 2420).

Q. "How was the money raised primarily for the
institution of the organization?

Mr, Chesterfleld: “We borrowed some money which
wad afterwards repaid. .

Q. “Of whom did you borrow it?

“We borrowed, if I remember rightly, some from
the Vaudeville Managers' Protectiva Association.”

=~

Further, the Managers and Mr. Murdock, who ig the President
of the 220 West 468th Street Corporatlon, picked the first officers and
made every effort to obtain well-known or famous actors as the
President. They approached the late Junie McCree, Fred Niblo; they
asked Walter O. Kelly and told him that they would take care of
him, and even offered to pay Frank Fogarty a salary if he would
accept the position. For in the same hearing, Frank Fogarty swora
that Murdock said to him:

“Now, of course, Fogarty, if you accepted the prea\dency. we
want you in New York: you could not travel any more. Therefore,
we will have to take care of you in that respect.” '

Which offer wag declined by Mr. Fogarty, who stated:

“If I ghould accept any money from you and become prasident
of this organization, YOU WOULD HAVE VIRTUALLY BOUGHT ME.

(Continued on page 18)
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“INHISTRUE COLORS™

(Continued from page 12)

Now, if the actors were payving me a palary and the actore came and
sald we want to pay ¥ou so much, that would be a different propo-
gitlon, but you, as & manager, making the offer, 1 could not accept
it because it would surely look, on the face of It, as if you were pay-
ing it, and that must not be so, but I will go on and take the position
for nothing if you will do what I say.”

Having finally obtained officers, it ls Interesting to note how these
officers do their work.
(STENOGRAPHER'S MINUTES, PAGE 2434).
Q. "“Miss May Irwin is the Treasurer?
A. *Bhe Js stlll Treasurer.
Q. “Does she hold the funds of the organization?

A. “Bhe gets an accounting from our assistant treasurer
and she simply—he does the work, naturally, as she has not
the time to.

Q. “Who is he?

A. “Mr. McNamee, Mr. Edward P. McNamee.
*Is he an actor?

“He was,

“I1g holds the office as assistant treasurer?
“As asgistant treasurer.

“How Is he chosen.

#By appointment.

A "W]:m'a.ppumtad him?

A. (By Chesterfield). “1 aid.”

1f thers were no other reasons for objecting to the funds and
moneys of Actors and Corporations being turned over to the Natlonal
Vaundeville Artists, it would be enough that the funds are handled
by the Secretary and a man appointed by him who signs whatever
checks that may be necessary out of this fund. !

epPoPePe

(STENOGRAPHER'S MINUTES, PAGE 2435).
Q. *“And how are they drawn?

A. (By Chesterficld), “Drawn by two signatures, that
of the assistant treasurer and my own."”

This so-called free gift of the matines receipts is said to be for a
charity, What I nave gquoted above shows conclusively that it goes
to Mr. Murdock, President of the 2239 West 46th Btreet Corporation:
Mr. Goadman, the attorney of Mr. Albee, and Mr. Casey, the Manager
of the Vaudeville Managers' Protective Associatiom, all of whom arc
satellites and appointees of Mr, Albee, and that it pays for the Social
Club called the N. V. A, and much, if not all, of it goes to pay the N.
V. A's debts to Mr. Albee, Is this a charlty?

That the N. V. A, does not consider itself a charitable organiza-
tion 1s proved by the fact that though it has been in existence since
the summer of 1916, nearly flve years, IT has never presented a bal-
ance shect or an a
money, as all properly managed charities in the Tnited States and
Canada do.

It has never published a balance sheet and has never given an
accounting to is members. No one knows what the salarles of its
officers are. And it handles “some” money. They are not “pikers”

In a statement issued this week by thelr press agent, it states
there are 12,000 members of the N. V. A. At $10.00 a year, that 1=
$120,000.00.

In Chesterfield’s testimony, Page 2442, with regard to the: bene-
fita at the Hippedrome, he says: : e

wThe first benefit we realized in the nelghborhood of §48,000,
and the second benefit in the neighborhood of $60,000.”

The M. V. A. has been in existence approximately five years, At
one time it advertized it had 15,000 members. So taking its last
figure, 12,000, as an average figure, it has already recelved $500,000,
plus $48,000, plus £40,000, making $708,000.00, that we know of. This
does mot take Into consideration the initlation and entrance fees,
the thousands of dollars received from the last benefit performance
given last Aprll and other berefits given before that.

Wa ean conservatively estimate that it has taken In over one
million dollars in five years. HOW WAS IT EPENT?

Tf it 1s a charity, why nct publish it to the world?

1f it 1s doing as much good as is widely printed, at least call ONE
meeting of the members and tell them how it was spent.

The real truth of the matter is {as I have proven above) that
the N. V. A. 1s gimply a creation of Mr. Albea (for Messrs, Murdock
and the others all represent him) for his own interest and his own

purposes.

. In o letter of his which I have, dated January 24, 1921, written
from the B. F. Kelth’s Circuit of Theaters and addressed to hig Vaude-
ville Managers, Mr. Albee asks his Managers to go round and talk
the Actors into joining the N. V. A. He glves the Managers arguments
that they should use. He tells them how to talk to the Actors and at
the finish says: “1f we all put o shoulder to the wheel and help a lit-
tle, we will have an Organization WHICH WILL BE IMPERVIOUS
TO ATTACE."

to the persons from whom it obtaing its '

“selally as the Executive Secretary of the American Artistes' Federation

In other words, by getting the the Actors into the N. V. A, “we, ths
Managers, and myself, Mr. Albee, will have an organization of our owWn
powerful to destroy and crush any opposition and which cannot be
successfully attacked.™

There are many more reasons why neither Actors nor Managers
should give any more money to the N. V. A. One most convincing one
is that when the Actor or Actress buye his $10.00, $25.00 or $50.00
worth of tickets which he does under compulsion, moral or suggested,
for no one would willingly buy tickets for the N. V. A's, he gives
the money. It is gone. When the actor pays his dues to the N. V. A,
he gives the money. It Is gone,

When Mr. Loew of the Loew Circuit turns over the proceeds of
the matinee receipts, that money is a gift and it 1s gone.

AWHen Martin Beck and Mr. Myerfeld do a similar thing with
the Orpheum Circuit, that money is gone.

When Mr. Mike Shea of Buffalo, Mr. Moore of Rochester, turn
their money over, that money is gone.

Do any of these Managers or Actors get any credit for it? Not
a word. It is Mr. Albee who steps to the front of the stage and claims
all the glory, all the credit for his wonderful charity and benevolence.
His Press Agents have been exceptionally busy the last two or three
weeks extolling his generosity, his wonderful kindness, but not one
word of thanks or credit to the Actors and Managers who have sub=
geribed over one million dollars.

And what is the extent of Mr. Albee's genercsity in this matter?
Mr, Albee doesn't give any money. Mr, Albee lends the money and i=
to get every penny plece back. And till he gets it back, Mr. Albes gets
five pear cent on his money.

Read another clause from the contract between the N, V. A. and
the 220 West 46th Street Corporation, whose offices are in the Palace
Theater Building and whose President iz Mr. ‘Murdock, which cor-
poration is really Mr. Albee.

(See Chesterfield’s testimony above). "

(STENOGRAFPHER'S MINUTES, PAGE 2458).

“The lessee (that is the N. V. A.) further covenanis and agrees
to pay and bear the cost and expense of all such work and materials
furnished and to reimburse and pay the lessor (that is the 2318 West
46th Btreet Corporation) upon demand any sums advanced or expended
py it for that purpose with interest at five per cent,” and further on it
states that the money from all benefit performances shall, as in the
past, be held by the Vaudeville Managers' Protectlve Association. And
remember that, as Chesterfield swore abave on oath, the only persons
he did business with in the 229 West 46th Street Corporation, were Mr.
Albee and his attorney, Mr. Goodman.

(STENOGRAPHER'S MINUTES, PAGE 2459).

“Of course the N. V. A. pays five per cent upon the
money which is invested in this club house

A. (By Becretary Chesterfield), “Yes, gir.”

Here we have Messrs, Beck, Myerfeld, Loew, Shea and Moore and
the Vaudeville Actors and Actresses of this country giving thelr money
and not receiving one ounce of thanks for it, and here we have Mr.
Albee, who lends his money at five per cent, oratins, epeechifying and
referring to himself as “a follower of the lowly Nazarene;" and “as
treading in the steps of the Great Master.”

(See teports of Mr. Albee’s speeches, especially the last one de-
livered at the V. M. P, A. dinner).

If these benefits continue, if the Actors keep paying their dues,
they will finally pay off all the indebtedness on the Club House property,
and then the property will not be the property of the Actors, but the
property of Mr, Albee, because the N. V. A. has only a fourteen-year
lease of the property, and when everything is clear Mr, Albes will own
it, And he boasts of his kindness, good feeling and marvelous gen-
erosity to the Actors! Ye Gods!! An astounding, stupendous and, if
it were not so fragie, farcical situation. Yet this is the man who writes,
“Let the Vaundeville public carry home with them some sweet thought.”

But my great objection, ag the elected representative of the Organ-
jzed Vaudeville Actors of this country, is that this is a further attempt
to rivet the chains upon the Actor. Every penny piece that goes into
this fund directly handcuffs, stifles and chokes the Vaudeville Actor and
Actress of this country.

Every cent that goes into it Is to be used to crush opposition ond
competition, which means life, hope and the opportuntty of a decent,
financial, living and artistic success to the Actor,

Both personally as & stockholder in these Corporations and offi-

‘of 1440 Eroadway, New York City, T shall continue to use every legal
means within my power to prevent more money being thrown into
thiz bottomless pit of the combination of the N. V. A. and the V. M.
P. A,and the 229 West 46th Street Corporation, and the Vaudeville Col-
lection Agency, and by so dolng free the Actor AND MAKE HIM A
FREE, INDEPENDENT, AND WELL-PAID AND, I HOPE, SUCCESS-

| Faory Kootk

Read this carefully, study it, and cut it out
for future reference.—H. M.

1440 Broadway.
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SHUBERTS TO SHOW PICTURES

Will Be Part of Vaudeville Programs—
Marcus Loew Affiliated, Is Report

New York, April 4. —That Marcus Loew in.
tends to cast his lot with the Shuberts, despite
the fact that on several occasions he had denled
any such intention, was the opinion advanced
in several quarters last week, when it was dis-
«closed that the Shuberts are planning to engage
in the motion picture business.

Altho the Shuberts will continue stage pro.
ductions their efforts next season will be vir-
tually all taken up with their motion picture
and vaudeville circuits. The latter will include
at least thirty houses in twenty cities. Mo-
tion picture productions will be shown as part
©of the program at these houses.

Associated with the Shuberts in the cinema
wventure is Al Woods, the Selwyns, Samuel Gold-
wya and the Duponts. Wall Street also plays an
important part in the plan. The syndicate’s new
circuit will book' super-productions, such as
“Over the Hills,” ‘“‘The Connecticut Yankee,”
*“Way Down East” and *The Four Horsemen.”
These plctores will play the Shubert houses on
a percentage basis.

It is understood that all bookings will be
made from a central office, which in all prob-

- ability will be located in the metropolis. It
has been stated authoritatively that two floors
of the new Loew State Theater Building will be
occupied for this purpose. As a matter of fact,
Marcos Loew plays as important a role in the
present movement as either the Shuberts or any
of their associates.

It was disclosed last week that the Shuberts
and their financial backers are financially inter<

~ ested in the newly organized producing unit, the
Jackson Motion Picture Corporation. This cor-
poration, incorporated in Delaware, the same
State in which the Shubert Advanced Vande-
ville Circnit was granted papers of incorpora-
tion, §s said to have a capitalization of
$1,500,000. The pew firm will produce screen
versions of Shubert stage producticns on which
it holds exclusive rights.

‘W. H. Weissager is president of the new cor-
poration. Joseph L. Rhinock, vice-president of
the Shubert Theatrical Enterprises, is vice-presi-
dent and director of the new firm. The latter's
son, Frank L. Rhinock, plso associated with the
Shubert Theatrical Enterprises, in the capacity
of t is t and di

Another Shubert official on the board of di-
rectors is H. Helstein, while Ed Davidow, of
the booking firm of Davidow & Le Maire, which,
it is understood, will furnish vaudeville bookings
for the new Shubert Circuit, is secretary.

‘ MRS. HAMMERSTEIN
Loses To Heirs—Must Furnish $200,000
Bond :

New York, April 4—Mrs. Emma Swift
Hammerstein, third and last wife of Oscar
Hammerstein, must furnish 8 bond of $200,000
individually ang as executrix of her husband,
if she is to obtain cancelation of the lis pendens
order issued on behalf of Stella H. Keating, now
Mrs] mrles Fyles Pone, and Rose H. Tostevin,

of Mr. H: ’s second wife.
This decision restores the status of the pending
Htigation of the Manhattan Opera House and
the Republic Theater, the real estate involved.

This involved case includes the validity of
the transfer of the lease of the Manhattan
Opera House and the disposition of the earnings
©f that theater bullding, and involves the fu-
ture direction and booking of the place as ln
amusement establishment.

It is admitted thZt no matter how the case
s finally adjndicated, Fortune Gallo, who has

equities of at least $200,000 in the Manhattan |

Opera House lease, will come into control of
that theater.

Mrs. Hammerstein, who has sought to operate
the Opera House as a monument to her husband,
was d by her- daughters of stripping
the stock of the Hammerstein Amusement Com-
ﬂuy of all value by legal subterfuges.

GARDEN PAYS BIG TAX

Faderal Revenue in 8ix Montks ls
72,391, While State Collects
$105,616

New York, April 3.—Madison Square Garden
18 disclosed as the Mnett pucel of taxable prop-
erty in the ac-
cording to a statement issued by Tex Rickard,
for the past six months. From September, 1920,
to March, 1921, he bas turned over $172,391.38
in Federal taxes. New York State and city rev-
enue tax is shown to be $105,616.18, including
‘s Teal estate tax of $35,340, exhibition Heense of
$600, boxing club license of $750 and the State
tax for boxing of $68,926.18, The total at-

TO REVIVE _PASSION PLAY

New York, Aprl 1.—Tbu Passion Play at
will be ted In 1922,
mmamum village elders.

CABLES FROM LONDON TOWN

Billboard Office, 18 Charing Cross Road, W. C. 2
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By “WESTCENT”

LEVY PRODUCES BLOOD CURDLERS

Jose Levy produced another set of blood curdlers at the Little Theater on March 28 with his
new Grand Guignol series, of which *The Kill’ is the outstanding feature. In this play Lander-
dale Maitland, as Chase, the loving husband, throws Russell Thorndike, a lover with heart disease,
out of a window to be eaten by his boar hounds.

Another thriller, ‘‘Seven Blind Men,"” was originally produced at the Palladium. It shows
blind men in a workshop at the top of a high building in fear of being burned to death. *'The
Love Child,"" a tender little slum story, gives Joan Crossley a chance for cameo character acting.

DUMAURIER HAS THRILLER, TOO

Gerald Dumaurier, in “Bulldog Drummond,’ produced st Wyndham’s on March 20, has what
he calls: ‘‘Got a sex play now—a high-brow play, but a thick-ear play.”” It is the Grand Guignol
out-Guignoled, and the hero should reign for months to come. Alfred Drayton and Gilbert
Hare get away with villain stuff, with Dumaurier as Bulldog Drummond having hair-breadth ad-

ventures thruout.
BERNHARDT OPENS IN “DANIEL"”

Sarsh Bernhardt opens at the Prince ’l‘henter ,on April 4 for a season of fourteen days, start-
ing with her own version of Verneuil's ‘‘Daniel.’

OPENINGS AND CLOSINGS
S “Up in Mabel's Room'* opens at the Playhouse on April 6, with Charles Hawtrey and Isobel
son.
Viola Tree starts' matinees of ‘‘Olivia,’” at the Aldwych, April 8, with Gladys Cooper in the
name part, :
“The Betrothal’ closes at the Gaiety Theater April 9 and “Faust on Toast” opens thers

April 16,
DRURY LANE ALTERATIONS MAY BE DELAYED
Altho “The Garden of Allah’ closed at the Drury Lane Theater on April 2 and the theater
was shut with a view of rebuilding, matters are such that it is not improbable that alterations
will not commence immediately, and as vacant theaters are at a premium there will be many
offers for immediate possession,

FORD STERLING PRAISES NELSON KEYS

Ford Sterling, American movie man, has begun London playgoing and thinks Nelson Keys
has no American counterpart.

“WARRIORS’ DAY” YIELDS HALF MILLION'

‘‘Warriors’ Day" audiences bucked up a bit and it is estimated that half a million dollars
will be the result from all England shows, of which R. H, Gillesple weighed in with $8,000 from

his Hipp. show.
“DAWN OF THE WORLD"” INCONGRUOUS

“The Dawn of the World,” with which the Palace Theater broke into the movies, is by no
means epoch-making, being full of incongruities.

CAMPAIGN TO ORGANIZE MOVIE WORKERS

The Varlety Artistes’ Federation and the Actors’ Association will hold & joint meeting at
the Ambassador’s Theater on April 10 for the purpose of starting a joint spring campaign to
organize movie picture workers, especially crowd workers.

GOING AHEAD WITH LICENSING BILL

The Actors’ Association is chagrined at Pntertainments’ National Industrial Council’s han-
dling of the bill licensing managers, but as the Actors’ Association refuses to rejoin the Enter-
tainments National Industrial Council the Variety Artistes’ Federation sees no reason why it
should not go forward with it as already planned.

SIR SQUIRE BANCROFT TALKS

On May 14 next Sir Squire Bancroft will be 80 and he has been talking over some of his
memories to 2 Times correspondent. He retired from management at the age of 44, having made
sufficient money. His wife's first management was started on $5,000 loaned her by her brother-
in-law. H. J. Byron, her partner until her marriage to Bancroft, read Tom Robertson's *'So-
ciety” to her and thought it wouldn’'t do, being so different from the plays in vogue and con-
taining the scene of ‘‘The Owl's Roost,”” which was ‘‘certain to bring the press down on them."
Miss Wilton said: ‘“Never mind! Better be daring than dull!”” And society succeeded and
paved the way to the brilliant Bancroft regime. Sir Squire’s opinion of present-day productions
is: It seems to me that they grow more and more beautiful. But, remember, they have grown

on what has gone before. Macready showed the way to Cbnr!es Kean. OCharles Eean be-
queathed the example to Irving and from Irving Tree learnt much.” Asked his opinifon of the
present-dey actor Bancroft side stepped, saying: “You'll get me talked about,”

- SHAKESPEARE EVER TOPICAL

We are having a lot of talk in the dailies over the latest epidemi is 1
or, in other words, “‘sleeping sickness.”” Our office boy has gotten it very bad and so have some of
the vaude. agents along the Charing Cross Road. But one erudite scribe writes a paper on
this matter, stating that Shakespeare refers to this disease in Act One, Scene Two, of the Second
Part of “Henry Fourth,” now playing at the Court Theater. ‘“‘This apoplexy is, as I take it,"”
says Slr John Falstaff, "a Kind of lethargy, a'nt please your lordship; a kind of sleeping in the

blood."
NEWS OF MARIE TEMPEST

Having concluded her ueuon in Sydney, Australia, this long absent actress proposes to play
in “Windy Wellingtoh,”” N. Z., from where she expects to go to Buenos Aires. Should this not
materialize she will most probably return from Wellington to Australia, but Paris is slated for
Easter, 1922, and London during the fall of that year.

W. BRIDGES-ADAMS AGAIN IN CHARGE OF STRATFORD-ON-AVON
FESTIVIT!ES

The governors of the Memorial Theater, Stratford-on-Avon, have again made arrangements
' with the Shakespeare Joint Committee for the annual birthday festival to be undertaken by the
New Shakespeare Company under the direction of Bridges-Adams.” “‘Antony and COleopatra’
will be the birthday play, the program also including *‘Richard III,” “A Midsummer Night's
Dream,” *“*As You Like It,”’ “The Merry Wives of Windsor,”” “Macbeth’ and ‘“The School for
Scandal.” 'The festival will extend over four weeks, starting on Saturday, April 23,

“A TRAMP’S OPERA” FOLLOWS “A BEGGAR’S OPERA”

They say that the poet, Davies, not Alf Davies, the press feller of the Moss Empires and
‘Tottenham Hotspur Football “fan,” who wrote ‘‘Autobifography of a Tramp,” has vrrltten “A
Tramp'’s Opera,” which is slated to follow the Lyric Hammersmith All the t
therein are tramps—or, as yon know them, “‘hoboes”—the scenes are common lodging or ‘‘doss'
houses, and Fred Austin has done the score. There is no mention of *‘Hffects by Keatings.”

MORE SUNDAY OPENING TALK

SITE FOR KEITH HOUSE
In Columbus, 0., Still Under Negotia-
tion !

—_—

Columbus, O., March 30.—That contliued ne-'
gotiations for the location of the '‘new Keith
Theater in Columbus on the site now occupied
by the Chamber of Commerce Building and the
ground in the rear of the Outlook and Spahr
buildings on East Broad street are crystallizing
into a definite proposition, which will be offered
to the Kelth interests soon {8 admitted by a
member of the Beggs Realty Company, which
18 endeavoring to find a suitable location for
the new playhouse.

D. O. Beggs, president of the Beggs Realty
Oompany, consulted with a firm of architects in
Chicago relative to the drawing up of plans
for the theater on the Broad street site. The
nature of these plans has not been divuiged,
but it is expected ‘that they will be submitted
to the Keith interests for approval.

The report that the Keith theater officials in
New York have offered more than $800,000 for
the city hall site as the location for a new
theater was branded as only a rumor in th
Begga office.

$300,000 STRUGTURE

Is Planned for Canton, O, by Abrams
Company—Has Obtained Shubert
Franchise

Canton, 0., April 2.—The Abrams Company, of
Which A. H. Abrams s general manager, 8ec-
Tetary. and treasurer, has acquired a 99-year
lease on the property at 515 Market avenue,
N., and property at the southwest corner of
6th street and Court avente, N. W., and will
build a $300,000 vaudeville theater, it is an-
‘nounced,

Mr. Abrams announced that he had obtained
a Bhubert vaudeville franchise and that acts
for the theater would be booked thru that
organization. B
' The theater will have a frontage of 83 1.3 feet
on Market avenue, N., and will extend back
200 feet to Court avenue, N. W., where thers
will be a frontage of 133 feet. The building
will be three storles high and built L-shaped.
The seating capaclty will be 2,000. According
to present plans construction will start about
April 1, 1022, when eub-leases on the varions
stores expire.

Abrams is a ploneer theater man of the city,
having opened the first motion picture theater
in Canton at the Odeon Theater on' March 17,
1806,

GOMPLAINS OF ROWDYISM

New York, April l—Oml COroshy, ‘who has
two young men and three of the daintiest little
girls ever seen in a colored singing act, was
obliged to-walk out between shows at a the-
ater in W. 135th street, that caters exeludnb
to colored patronage, this week.

The walkout was occasloned by the faot that
Miss Orosby would not submit her girls to
treatment that is sald to have been an gs
tablished practice in’the house—the custom of
permitting a certain’ rough element to roam at
will back-stage and into the dressing rooms of
the acts playing the house. 2

Miss Crosby states that when she appealed to
the stage manager for protection he said he
could do nothing about.it as the men recelved
that privilege from the management. §

BACK TO PREWAR PRICES

The Maryland, Colonial and Nixon's Academy
theaters, Hagerstown, Md., have returned to
pre-war prices. The Maryland offers a fives
act vaudeville bill for 85 cents, plus war tax;
the Colonial 1s charging 20 cents, plus tax,
for the feature photoplays, and Nixon's Acad-
emy has reduced the price for movieu to five
and fen cents.

SIMPLlclTY MARKS OPENING
THE NEW HANNA THEATER

Cleveland, 0., Aprﬂ 2.—With theatrical and
fes in attendance; but without

The General Purpose Committee of the Ashton-Under-Lyne Town uonnr%l, of! which borou%!; 3

Sir Walter De Frece is the M. P.,, has passed a resolution to allow conce:
given in a local picture house on Sunday evening after the church services. The entertainments
are to be under the supervision and arrangement of the Town Council, and the profits are to be
devoted to local charities. The advocates in its favor say that the primary object of the en-
tertainments, which had been asked for by a of ra ers, was to provide
innocent and healthy recreation on Sundey evenings and to lessen the evils of si:teet promenading
by young people. When so many homes were overcrowded owing to the shortage of houses the
occupants found Sunday nights somewhat irksome. But, and here’s the rub, the resolution has
yet to be confirmed by the full Council.

" DESTRUCTIVE CRITICISM

Of the Hun we are to know a bit, but the world hls recently read of
a phase of Hun children. The performance of a children’s play at Halle before a juvenile audi-
ence has disclosed the fact that the younger generation—at any rate of the Futherlmd—jg be=

significant display, the Hanna Theater, latest
eddition to ‘the drama in Oleveland, opened
March 28. Persons prominent in varlous walks
of life in Northern Ohfo and other parts of
the country were present. There was no speech
making aside from a brlef address by Willlam
Faversham, who presented’ his production . of
‘The Prlnce and the Pnuper" for, the opening

* week,

The Hanna Theater In a gense continues the
work started by the late Mark A, Hanna, when
e purchased the Opera House yesrs ago for the

coming highly critical. Having decided that the play was silly and the
inadequate the children, in default of getting their money back, proceeded to wreck tha theater,
presumably on the ground that they had paid for their seats and could do as they liked with them.
If these methods of criticism spread we shall have to revise our standard, as no longer shall we
be able to say of a play that it is ‘‘only fit for children.” )

FRENCH TASTE IN OPERAS
Rouche, the director of the Paris Operl, says that the old operss are sure winners with the
blic. *‘Faust” is a 8. R. 0., with “Thais’’ and ‘‘Samson and Delilah’” a never-failing attrac-
gm. Apart from these the Parisians are not opera lovers.
lovm Parisians at not more than 10,000, Therefore, it is hard to play more than five or six
shows of any one plece. He has been making a fresh application to the Senate for ar increased
subvention, but both the Senate and the Chamber have turned it down, so directorate are
faced with a big deficit in the of the

Rouche estimates the real music-.

preservation of the best in the drams.

In' contrast to other theaters which have
been completed recently here, the Hanna is
marked for its simplicity of design and decora-
tion. The anditorium accommodates close to
1,500 persons. In stage equipment the theater
fs most attractive, The stage is 50 feot wida
and 42 feet deep.

John §, Hale, who has been m:
Mhubert.Oolonfal, - will be the resid
for the Shuberts and Crosby Gu‘lo.‘

ger of “"
t. manager
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