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FCC Acts to Give AM Operators Relief

Plan includes new FM translator application auction windows in 2017

BY SUSAN ASHWORTH

More AM radio owners in the United
States will be able to acquire FM
translators under the long-awaited AM
Radio Revitalization Report and Order,
approved unanimously in late October
by the FCC.

The translator option had been pushed
by many AM advocates and ultimately
survived in modified form. despite con-
cerns voiced by Chairman Tom Wheeler.
Among these that stand to benefit most
from the multi-stage translator plan are
AMs that don’t currently have meaning-
ful nighttime service.

But translators are only one part of
the lengthy action, which settled some
questions but raised others, because
the FCC included a Further Notice of
Proposed Rule Making, inviting com-
ment on possible additional measures,
as well as a Notice of Inquiry that poses
questions about further use of the AM
expanded band and even brought up the
main studio rule for examination.

The FCC thus ensured that questions
of what 1o do about the AM band’s
health and future will remain in the
news for some time.

The NAB called the October vote “a
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great day for AM radio and for millions
of listeners across America.” Chairman
Tom Wheeler said the steps in the order
will “ease regulatory burdens on AM
broadcasters and address practical prob-
lems and interference-related issues that
have long plagued AM stations.”

Commissioner Ajit Pai, who'd called
for a revitalization initiative three years
ago at the fall Radio Show, said, “The
broad support we've seen speaks to
the enduring importance of AM radio
in communitics across the country.”
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn, who
launched the NPRM as acting chair of
the FCC, said the order “will allow the
smallest AM stations that face the larg-
est challenges to be the first in line for
relief, both for the modification applica-
tion window that will take place early
next year, and for the auction window
that will happen in 2017. It also provides
for outreach and assistance to those that
are most resource-challenged.”

Industry execs immediately dove into
the lengthy document as well.

“On first blush, it looks like the
FCC was truly focused on helping AM
licensees survive: either by technical
improvement or migration.” Ben Downs,
an AM activist and the VP/GM of Bryan
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Broadcasting. told Radio World. “There
are enough revitalization elements in
this Report and Order to improve the
service for most broadcasters.”

The Multicultural Media, Telecom

BY KEN DEUTSCH

People who are passionate about
radio collect all manner of station
ephemera, including but not limited
to coffee mugs, QSL cards proving
reception, T-shirts, airchecks, belt
buckles, key chains, buttons and
music surveys.

The unusually-appellated Phil
Bytheway collects stickers.

“There are bumper stickers,
window stickers, the
relatively new static-
cling stickers, mail-
ing labels, phone
stickers and even
press-on tattoos,” Bytheway said.

He collects just about anything
with call letters or a slogan on it.

“l started my collection with
KJR(AM) here in Seattle, but in
my early days 1 also picked up
stickers from WLS(AM), Chi-
cago; KHJ and KFRC [both

(continued on page 18)

Phil Bytheway =
Is Stuck on Radio ?41510

Listener’s station memorabilia hobby
has grown over five decades

and Internet Council, which had put forth
a“"Radio Rescue Petition™ in 2009, called
the vote "welcome news for diverse radio
owners across the nation who are strug-
gling to survive in a world where con-
sumers are turning more to the Internet
to get their entertainment. news and
information.” in the words of President/
CEO Kim Keenan. MMTC says two-
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AM RELIEF

(continued from page 1)

thirds of minority-owned broadcast stations are AM stations.

Commissioner Michael O'Rielly issued a cautionary note:
“At the end of the day, however, commission rule changes can
only be so helpful. The American people will ultimately decide
the fate of AM radio and its place in the American entertain-
ment and information marketplace.”

AM WINDOW FOR FM TRANSLATORS

One of the more hotly contested issues was that of FM
translators. In the order, the commission adopted a two-pronged
approach to enable more AM stations to acquire them.

First, the commission voted to begin a process in 2016
whereby an AM licensee seeking to rebroadcast on an FM
translator may acquire and relocate one translator station up to
250 miles.

Then, in 2017, the commission will open new FM translator
application auction windows (specifically for AM stations that
do not file a modification application in 2016). Class C and
D stations will be able to take advantage of the modification
window and the auction window first: second windows will be
available to all classes.

This section of the order eventually will help many more
daytime AM stations use 24/7 FM translators that do not sign
off at night.

Ben Downs said the action means “the closing of the
daytime-only slum. Every station that has lived through being
off the air during half of morning and afternoon drive time is
now able to serve their listeners 24 hours a day. That’s a change
that would be impossible to minimize.” Translators are the step
that makes the most difference for small- to medium-market
broadcasters. he said.

The MMTC said the decision to authorize an AM-only
translator window in 2017 “is a truly life-saving measure for
dozens of small minority-owned broadcast companies.”

The FCC also denied grant of the so-called Tell City waiver
and confirms the continued use of so-called Mattoon waivers
with an added four-year operating requirement (the relocating
FM translator must rebroadcast the proposed AM primary sta-
tion for a period of four years).

Broadcast leaders recommended that owners interested in
translator mechanics should act carly. For instance, the Alabama
Broadcasters Association told members in an email, "AM stations
that are interested in this procedure should begin now to research
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all the facts and plan to operate quickly as the assignments will be
on a first-come first-served basis. For more detailed information
contact your station’s communications attorney soon.”

MODIFICATION OF DAYTIME COVERAGE STANDARDS

The FCC hopes to make it casier for existing stations to
relocate in the face of reduced availability of land and expand-
ing city boundaries. Its order modifies daytime standards — for
existing licensed AMs only — to require that a station’s 5 mV/m
contour encompass either 50 percent of the area or 50 percent of
the population of the community. At present. commission policy
in effect requires 80 percent. The change does not apply to new
applicants or permittees with unbuilt stations: and the FCC gave
its Media Bureau authorization to inquire into certain requested
modifications “in order to preserve the limited intent”™ of this
move. It said the change is not intended as a means for AMs to
provide inferior coverage to their communities.

MODIFICATION OF NIGHTTIME COVERAGE STANDARDS

Most AMs currently must continue to operate at night even
when the rules require them to cut back power to avoid sky-
wave interference. That causes numerous complications. Now
the commission has eliminated that nighttime community
coverage requirement for existing licensed stations. Further,
applicants for new AM stations (and those seeking a change
to their communities of license) will have to cover 50 percent
of the population or 50 percent of the area of the communi-
ties of license with a nighttime 5 mV/m signal or a nighttime
interference-free contour, whichever value is higher. That’s
down from the current 80 percent.

“We are mindful of striking the appropriate balance between
the need to provide relief to AM broadcasters with few siting
options ... and the need to provide the community of license
with some kind of service.” the report said.

As with the daytime change above, the FCC said it would
keep a close eye on any station that asks to reduce nighttime
community coverage during its first four years of operation.

ELIMINATION OF THE AM “RATCHET RULE"
The FCC eliminated the ratchet rule. which required Class
A or B stations looking to make facility changes that would
modify their signals to “ratchet back™ radiation in the direction
of certain other AMs. In the real world, the FCC decided, this
tended to discourage station improvements because compliance
often required the modifying station to reduce its power.
(continued on page 6)

New NATE Committee Hoping to
Help Craft Drone Regulation
Questions arise when aerial sys-
tems fly around broadcast towers.
Radio World's Michael Balderston
spoke with National Association
of Tower Erectors Executive
Director Todd Schlekeway

about the goals of its new UAS
Committee. Read it at radioworld.
com/nate-drone.
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October’s AM revitalization order
was just the start, apparently.

The Federal Communications Com-
mission is looking beyond its new order
and raising the possibility of making
more and bigger changes to the AM
band in the United States, including
some that, if adopted. could challenge
longstanding assumptions and ways of
doing business — including the role of
distant nighttime AM signals in Ameri-
can life.

These possibilities arise because. in
issuing its AM action order (see page 1),
the FCC also put out a further notice of
proposed rulemaking as well as a notice
of inquiry. Both of those are filled with
more and bigger ideas and questions
that are likely to keep debate about
AM?’s future going for a good while, if
possible raising the stakes.

I posted the following shortly after the
order came out: this topic is important,
so I want to discuss it here as well.

CLASS A QUESTIONS

Just one topic — the idea of altering
protections for Class A stations — occu-
pies three pages in the FCC’s further
NPRM.

There are 57 of these big stations in
the continental United States (plus 16 in
Alaska, with different nighttime protec-
tions). The commission now is digging
into the question of whether those sig-
nals need the nighttime skywave protec-
tion they’ve had in the past.

It noted that while the big footprints
of Class As have historically been ben-

Price: $3200
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NEWS
AM Changes May Just Be Starting

Beyond the actions taken in October,
the commission is asking about bigger moves

eficial. the commission has reduced
skywave protection before. “In
this proceeding, spectrum scar-
city is not the problem as much

as is the need for existing

AM stations to overcome an
increasing noise floor that
inhibits local service, both

day and night”” Cutting

into distant coverage by
reducing  protections
“may well allow power
increases for other sta-
tions, enabling them
better to serve their
communities and, in
the case of some sta-
tions, allowing for the
first-ever  full-time
AM service to those
communities.”

“Our goal of local-
ism suggests that ser-
vice from a local news
and information source should be pre-
ferred over better reception of a more
distant signal.” the FCC said in some-
thing of a money quote on the issue of
distant AMs. “We tentatively conclude,
therefore, that (1) all Class A stations
should be protected, both day and night.
to their 0.] mV/m groundwave contour,
from co-channel stations: (2) all Class A
stations should continue to be protected
to the 0.5 mV/m groundwave contour,
both day and night, from first adjacent
channel stations: and (3) the critical
hours protection of Class A stations
should be eliminated completely. We

vSrockPhoto/khamskx
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seek comment on these proposals.™

By contrast, Class A stations in the
continental United States are currently
protected in the daytime to their 0.1
mV/m groundwave contour by co-chan-
nel stations. and to their 0.5 mV/m
groundwave contour by adjacent-chan-
nel stations. But at night, these stations
are protected to their 0.5 mV/m - 50
percent skywave contour by co-channel
stations, and to their 0.5 mV/m ground-
wave contour by adjacent-channel sta-
tions. And Class As are protected to
their 0. mV/m groundwave contour
during critical hours (the two-hour peri-
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ods after local sunrise and preceding
local sunset). So while the FCC did not
put the question this way explicitly. it
appears to be asking: Do we even need
skywave protection anymore, and if so,
what should it be?

The commission said that, based on
comments it heard in preparing its AM
actions, current Class A protections are
“the source of concern to many AM
broadcasters.” It wrote that some people
are in favor of reducing day and night-
time protection for the big signals, and
some want to reduce or eliminate criti-
cal hours™ protection for the stations.
During daytime hours, some 200 Class
B and D AMs must reduce power and/or
change to a directional antenna to meet
critical hours protection of the boomers,
it wrote. During night hours, other sta-
tions often must invest in complex direc-
tional arrays to protect one of the Class
As and/or substantially reduce power.

“Even for those Class B stations that
are protected from interference by other
AM stations at night, this often results
in sub-standard nighttime coverage, in
order to protect the secondary service
area of a larger station a considerable
distance, and often many states away,”
the FCC wrote. Some commenters told
the commission they could “provide
better service, with more power to over-
come the local noise floor, if the protec-
tions to Class A stations were relaxed.”

The FCC noted the broad service
areas of Class As and their benefits
to rural areas and travelers, and also
highlighted their role in emergencies,
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mentioning the work of WWL after
Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath. As
Radio World has reported, iHeartMedia,
citing those and other arguments, has
been vocally opposed to easing of Class
A protections; it owns 18 of those 57
Class As in the lower 48, and the com-
mission made explicit note of iHeart’s
opposition. But the FCC said it also
heard a number of suggestions for elimi-
nating or reducing protections.

Thus the commission wants to hear
from anyone who would lose service
from Class A stations, and it wants
information about areas and popula-
tions that may receive service only from
Class As by day or night. “Conversely,
we request specific comment as to the
numbers of stations that would be able
to increase power, daytime and night-
time, under our proposal and what
populations would gain service from
those power increases.” It also invited
technical comment about the net effect
on listeners that could result from a
combination of reduced protection to
Class A stations and power increases by
co- and adjacent-channel stations that
this proposal would allow.

Reading the NPRM. one engineering
observer told RW, “It does appear the
commission has decided to lob its own
salvo against retaining Class A skywave
protection while preferring to keep the
groundwave protection contours as they
are” He is not certain that this fore-
shadows the entire end of skywave
protections, “but it’s clear to me they do
want to roll back the protected limits if
not eliminate them altogether. They are
inviting comments and input regarding
that proposal and are directly soliciting
evidence that there still are listeners
who rely on skywave in remote areas.”

MORE ON THE DOCKET

And all of the above is merely one
section in a list of possible further FCC
actions.

The FCC also tentatively plans to
roll back 1991 rule changes regarding
calculation of nighttime RSS values of
interfering field strengths and nighttime
interference-free service. It proposes
changes to rules providing daytime pro-
tection to AM stations, including a return
to pre-1991 0 dB daytime 1:]1 protection
ratio for first adjacent channels (““It does
not appear that the post-1991 protection
ratio allows for sufficient signal strength
to overcome current levels of environ-
mental noise,” the FCC staff wrote). It
also is thinking about changing second-
adjacent channel groundwave protection,
and eliminating third-adjacent channel
groundwave protection.

It also proposes to revise its rule on
siting of FM cross-service fill-in trans-
lators; to modify partial proof of perfor-
mance rules; and make several changes
to the rules for Method of Moments

NEWS

proofs. And it proposes to require the
surrender of licenses by the 25 remain-
ing dual expanded band/standard band
licensees (it says it has never abandoned
its requirement that those stations relin-
quish one of their authorizations).

It went even further, opening a Notice
of Inquiry raising questions about the uti-

radioworld.com | RADIOWORLD

co-owned stations in a given market?”
And if it relaxes the requirement that
each station maintain a separate main
studio, is there a maximum number of
co-located stations that it should allow
under one roof? Should any relaxation
of staffing requirements be limited
to “standalone” AM stations? Should

R

Our goal of localism suggests that service from a
local news and information source should be preferred
over better reception of a more distant signal.

lization of the AM expanded band. And
it even explores the possibility of changes
to the main studio requirements:
“Despite ... advances in accessibility
to broadcast stations and their person-
nel, we are reluctant to eliminate main
studio requirements entirely, because of
the ... importance of the main studio to
the goal of ensuring station compliance
with local service obligations,” the FCC
wrote. But it asks whether it should be
more liberal with waivers. “more open
to requests by commercial stations that
can co-locate in studio facilities used by

it require that cell numbers for sta-
tion management and staff be posted?
Should any relaxation of main studio
or staffing rules be linked to a station’s
posting of its public file to the FCC
online database?

The part of the FCC document that
outlines these possible changes and ques-
tions is on pages 23 to 37 of the order.
which I've posted at htp:/itinyurl.com/
rw-AM-order. 1 recommend you dive
into it.

There is going to be a lot to talk
about in coming months.
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AM RELIEF

(continued from page 3)

AOOPTION OF MOCL TECHNOLOGIES

Since 2011, AM stations have sought
waivers in order to use Modulation
Dependent Carrier level control tech-
nologies, which vary either the carrier
or the carrier and sideband power levels
as a function of the modulation level,
allowing the licensee to reduce transmit-
ter power consumption while maintain-
ing audio quality and signal coverage.

In an effort to reduce the burden
on stations wishing to employ MDCL
control technologies. the FCC said. AM
stations no longer must file a waiver but
must electronically notify the Media
Bureau of the station’s MDCL control
operation within 10 days of first use.

AM ANTENNA EFFICIENCY MOOIFICATIONS
The order reduces the existing AM
antenna efficiency standards by 25 per-
cent as a means to provide relief to AM
broadcasters. Some commenters called for
the outright elimination of the commis-
sion’s minimum efficiency standards for
AM transmission. instead using a mini-
mum radiation standard. But the commis-
sion said that proposal lacked specifics.

AOOITIONAL PROPOSALS

In its 74-page document, the FCC
also proposed the following changes in
a further NPRM, and is asking for com-
ment on them:

¢ All Class A stations should be pro-
tected, both day and night, to their 0.1
mV/m groundwave contour, from co-
channel stations; all Class A stations
should continue to be protected to the
0.5 mV/m groundwave contour, both

PNEWSROUNDUP

NEWS

day and night, from first-adjacent sta-
tions; and the critical hours protection
of Class A stations should be elimi-
nated completely (see page 4).

Rolling back the 1991 rule changes that
pertain to calculation of nighttime RSS
values of interfering field strengths and
nighttime interference-free service.
The commission proposes to amend
the rules to return to predicting the
nighttime interference-free coverage
area using only the interference contri-
butions from co-channel stations and
the 50-percent exclusion method.

Revisions of daytime protection con-
tours for Class B, C and D AM sta-
tions, which the FCC believes will
result in greater flexibility to improve
their signals.

Revision of the rule on siting of FM
“cross-service” translators to provide
additional flexibility.

Modification of partial proof of per-
formance requirements to reduce the
number of measured radials.

Moadification of rules for Method of
Moments computer modeling, used to
verify the performance of AM direc-
tional systems.

Return of an authorization from any
licensee with dual standard/expanded
band authorizations. There are 25 such
“station pairs” left. Licensees would
be required to surrender one of the
two authorizations within one year of
release of a future Report and Order.

The commission also issued an NOI
in which it asks how best to continue use

TIME TO BONE UP

On the heels of the revitalization order, the FCC announced several out-
reach efforts, including a planned tool to help AM stations locate eligible FM
translators.

It put out a Public Notice that included a simplified summary highlighting
key changes, particularly in regard to translator filing windows. The commis-
sion set up a dedicated email address, AMmodification@fcc.gov, for inquiries
about the window process, and it plans an AM revitalization Web page with
information for prospective applicants. The commission also published a list
of staffers who can answer questions.

Over the long haul, the Media Bureau plans a three-month outreach effort
to ensure that Class C and D licensees are well informed about the modifica-
tion window filing process. Class C and D licensees in particular should ensure
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they have a valid email address on file in the FCC Consolidated Database
System, as that will be the means of contact from the commission.

Licensees with CDBS account IDs and passwords should log in and make
sure their account is up to date via the Account Maintenance button, or can
consult the CDBS user guide (http://licensing.fcc.goviprod/cdbs/formsiprod/
cdbs_ug.htm) for questions about filing the necessary forms.

The FCC issued information about the timing of the FM translator win-
dows and who is eligible to apply. The notice also touches on construction
requirements and operational requirements and lays out a set of standards
for those interested in submitting an application. Details can be found here:

http:litinyurl.com/rw-fcc-AM.

Make note, the FCC said: Applications will be processed on a first-come,
first-served basis, meaning that earlier filed window applications will have
cut-off protection in regard to any subsequently filed window application.

of the AM expanded band, including the
types of stations that should operate and
the technical parameters under which
they should be run. The commission
also is looking for comments on whether
it should relax its rules and policies on
maintenance and siting of AM main
studios. Radio World will have further
coverage of many of these proposals in
subsequent issues.

LOOKING BACK

AM advocates felt the order was a
long time coming.

Three years ago. Commissioner Ajit

ducted with the support of state broadcast associations in
Arizona, Minnesota, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and Wis-
consin, and will originate at 1:20 p.m. PST/2:20 MST/3:20

EAS: Beginning Jan. 1, 2016, FEMA will begin to include
the new all-U.S. "000000” geocode along with the cur-
rently used Washington geocode for any nationwide
Emergency Alert Notification. This will ensure that any
EAN is compatible with both current EAS device settings
and with devices configured to be compliant with Part

11 rules that go into effect July 30 next year. EAS par-
ticipants can begin to update devices to comply with the
new rules regarding the all-U.S. geocode and handling of
a national period test, or NPT, any time after Jan. 1 with-
out the possibility of creating a reduction in service for a
national EAN message. To keep apace, device manufactur-
ers have begun to release software and firmware updates
to enable devices to comply with rules established by the
FCC in its recent Sixth Report and Order. Those guidelines
establish a new national location code, new national peri-
odic test event code, new EAS Test Reporting System and
rules for visual EAS messages.

EAS II: The next round of FEMA IPAWS regional tests is
scheduled to take place on Nov. 17. This round will be con-

CST from the IPAWS booth at the International Association
of Emergency Managers annual meeting in Las Vegas.

EAS IIl: FEMA said its Integrated Public Alert and Warning
System Division is looking into the feasibility of an
advanced emergency alert system. "FEMA is committed to
working with the private sector to examine and improve
future alerts and warnings,” said Acting Assistant
Administrator for National Continuity Programs Roger
Stone. “New systems could someday include pictures and
video as part of the advanced alert and warning informa-
tion provided to the general public.”

SIRIUS-XM: The satellite company hailed its third-quarter
financial performance as one of the strongest in its his-
tory and said it is “on track to meet or beat our best year
for net subscriber growth since the merger of Sirius and
XM in 2008."” It expects to finish 2015 with revenue of
$4.53 billion. The company reported record Q3 revenue of
$1.17 billion, up 11 percent from a year ago, and said sub-
scribers were “at an all-time high of nearly 29 million.”

Pai, a Republican and at the time a new
member of the FCC, told a fall Radio
Show convention audience in Dallas, “To
me, it’s time to take another look at our
AM radio regulations. The FCC last con-
ducted a thorough review of those rules
21 years ago.” He worried about AM’s
overall market share and its particularly
dismal performance among younger peo-
ple. “These younger listeners should rep-
resent the future of AM radio. but many
of them never tune in.” Pai said then.
Mignon Clyburn, a Democrat and
acting FCC chair at the time, subse-
quently put forth the NPRM. Many of
the items made it into the 2015 order:
elimination of the “ratchet”™ rule, modi-
fication suggestions to the daytime and
nighttime community coverage rules for
existing AMs, wider implementation of
MDCL technologies, changes to night-
time interference protections and modi-
fication of antenna efficiency standards.
And the biggest topic of contention
— which resulted in some very public
jousting among commissioners — was
the decision about translators. The chat-
ter over the prior few weeks was so pro-
nounced that Clyburn chided the process
in a statement. “Though much of the
back-and-forth on the best way to provide
this relief played out in the press. instead
of within the walls of the commission,
I am nevertheless pleased that we have
achieved what I believe is an outstanding
result.” she said.
You can read the complete order at
hup:itinvarl com/rw-AM-order.
Comment on this or any story. Email
radioworld@nbmedia.com with “Letter
to the Editor™ in the subject field.
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BY SCOTT FYBUSH

When the 2.170 radio people who
attended Radio Show 2015 in Atlanta
look back on their experience. they'll
probably remember two things about
the gathering.

This was the Radio Show when rem-
nants of Hurricane Joaquin made it hard
for many to get home. And it was the
Radio Show when hometown broadcast

NEWS
Cumulus Moves Grabbed Fall Show Buzz

Meanwhile, Voltair and AM improvement
were among topics du jour in Atlanta

was actual news being made right there
at the Marriott Marquis, too. some of it
literally on the show floor.

The NAB’s decision to hold some
engineering sessions on the floor itself,
in a presentation area sandwiched
between exhibitors and food carts,
amped up the excitement when both
sides of the big Nielsen/Voltair con-
troversy held separate presentations on
Thursday.

Steven Tyler, sprawling at left as befits a rock star, talked business with Premiere
Networks radio hosts Lorianne Crook and Charlie Chase. “They're still play-

ing Aerosmith all over the radio, | can’t believe it,” he said, according to an NAB
tweet. Tyler also told the radio crowd, “I would not be here if it weren't for you.”

moguls Lew Dickey Jr. and his brother
John were dethroned in humiliating
fashion just before the show opened.

The precipitous decline of Cumulus
stock, which fell below the $1-a-share
mark on the Friday before the show
began, proved the final straw for Lew
Jr. as Cumulus CEQ. Just a day before
the convention’s Sept. 30 opening,
the company’s board demoted him to
vice-chairman and ousted John Dickey
from the company completely. Mary G.
Berner was named as CEO to turn the
company around.

While the Dickeys’ woes made for
interesting talk from a distance, there

More than an hour before Voltair's
Geoff Steadman kicked off the duel, low
benches in the presentation area were
packed full, leaving latecomers to stand
and watch from the sidelines.

DECODING THE PPM FIGHT

Steadman steered clear of direct
attacks on (or even direct mentions
of) Nielsen itself, instead focusing on
Voltair’s ability to provide monitor-
ing of a station’s watermarking perfor-
mance. Just before the show, 25-Seven
released version 2.0 of its Voltair firm-
ware and said a version 2.2 is in alpha
test mode.

Steadman said 2.2 will include an
analysis-only mode that will not affect
Voltair’s audio output but will allow
stations to conduct ongoing analysis
on how well Nielsen’s proprietary PPM
encoders are succeeding at putting
usable watermarks on a station’s audio.
The new software also will include an
enhanced ability to export encoding
analysis data, a move Steadman says
could cnable larger groups to establish

central monitoring facilities to ensure
their encoding is working properly.

Nielsen's subsequent presentation
may have muddied the waters consider-
ably for broadcasters who’ve purchased
the $15.000 Voltair box or who might
be considering doing so. Expanding on
a promise it made during its national cli-
ent webinar in July, Nielsen told attend-
ees it plans to deliver its own “next-
generation” in-station monitor to PPM
client stations next year.

“It kind of sounds like a Voltair.
said Steadman after watching the
Nielsen presentation from the back row.
Steadman said, though, that his com-
pany is shipping Voltair now, while
Nielsen monitoring boxes won't arrive
until the middle of 2016 at the earliest.

The bigger and more immediate
announcement from Nielsen was an

.
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as a single “hit” in one minute for
data to be decoded and a station to
have its listening credited. Testing of
the enhanced system was conducted in
several *non-currency” PPM markets,
then in parallel with standard CBET
at 19 stations in the Washington and
Baltimore markets using a second layer
of encoding. Nielsen said those markets
would move to the enhanced CBET sys-
tem almost immediately, with all PPM
markets following suit as early as the
end of November.

Nielsen’s Beth Webb said the enhanced
CBET produced a 15 percent increase in
AQH persons, giving at least a 0.1 point
gain in AQH ratings in approximately
40 percent of the cases studied.

WHAT'S “NEXT” FOR RADIO?

The conference rooms off the show
floor were just as crowded for several
sessions addressing another big concern
for broadcasters: where they’ll fit into

The ongoing PPM/Voltair controversy drew crowds to separate presentations by
Nielsen, shown, and 25-Seven Systems about audio watermarking technologies.

upgraded version of its CBET water-
mark encoding system to make coding
more robust and more easily detectable
in challenging acoustic environments,
all without creating audible artifacts.

“Every client gets the same benefit
without any user controls. so it’s a uni-
form benefit in how we apply this.” said
Nielsen Chief Engineer Arun Ramas-
wamy.

He said feedback from the original
CBET system showed Nielsen that there
was too much variability in how well
watermarks could be decoded in differ-
ent listening environments.

The upgrade is seen by many as a
response to the Voltair, though Nielsen
said in its webinar this summer that it
had already been working on enhance-
ments and was expediting them due to
market conditions.

Ramaswamy says the new version
is much more robust, needing as little

the new world of plentiful entertainment
options in cars and on mobile devices.

The NextRadio initiative, backed
heavily by Emmis Communications,
boasted about big growth to come.
Thanks to the addition of AT&T and
T-Mobile as partners, NextRadio
President Paul Brenner said 60 million
new phone handsets will be activated in
2016 with FM reception included via the
NextRadio app.

There are still two big holdouts,
Verizon on the carrier side and Apple
on the manufacturer side. Brenner said
NextRadio is turning up the heat on
Verizon with a bigger promotional cam-
paign from radio stations urging listen-
ers to tell the carrier they want FM
capability in their phones.

As for Apple, Brenner says it’s the one
phone maker that can dictate terms to
carriers instead of the other way around.

(continued on page 10)
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(continued from page 8)

But he says momentum is building as
more consumers catch on to the interac-
tive features that stations can use through
NextRadio. He urged radio stations to
do their part by activating their links
to NextRadio, sending dynamic con-
tent such as album covers and contests
through the app.

B e s

The 2016 show will
be held in Nashville, a
choice that drew rave
reviews from many on
the floor.

The connected car is another battle-
field; and if broadcasters weren’t already
worried about their place on the dash-
board, a session moderated by Radio
World Editor-in-Chief Paul McLane pro-
vided plenty of nightmare material.

“There's still a place for AM and
FM in vehicles, but if it comes down to
a question of cost — sorry.” said Scott
Burnell of Ford's Business Development

Lara Logan, chief foreign affairs correspondent for CBS News and “60 Minutes”
correspondent, headlined the Radio Luncheon. Attendees reacted emotionally to
stories of her time in war zones, including the brutal assault she suffered in Eqypt

in 2011.

and Partner Management division.

Burnell said younger audiences aren’t
making terrestrial radio a top priority for
in-car entertainment, and their desires
will drive the decisions car manufactur-
ers make about what features get includ-
ed in future vehicles.

“There’s going to be more entities
fighting for that real estate on that 8-inch
screen in the car,” he said.

Here, too, the message to broadcasters
came down to “keep fighting.” While
Pandora, for instarce, has an organized
campaign to educate dealers with incen-
tives to demonstrate Pandora features to
buyers of new connected cars, Burnell
said he hasn’t seen similar initiatives
by broadcasters to work with dealers to
educate buyers about where to find their
local FM and AM signals.

© NAB
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NEXT YEAR IN NASHVILLE

As the Radio Show wrapped up.
some broadcasters made early exits in
hopes of avoiding a huge East Coast
rainstorm that wreaked havoc on many
return flights and drives.

For those who remained for the last
hours of the show, there was plenty
of entertainment. A big gathering of
engineers assembled Thursday night
at the suburban transmitter site of Cox
Radio’s WSB(AM) for tours of the
50.000-watt facility at 750 kHz, and a
barbecue truck supplied by the Telos
Alliance. Meanwhile back at the Mar-
riott Marquis, WSB’s managers were
accepting the News-Talk Station of
the Year trophy at the Marconi Radio
Awards. Country star Gavin DeGraw
and syndicated radio host Rickey
Smiley headlined the ceremony. CBS
Radio’s KYW(AM) in Philadelphia
walked away with Legendary Station of
the Year, accompanied by Major Mar-
ket Station of the Year WTOP(FM),
Washington: Medium Market winner
KRMG, Tulsa and Small Market win-
ner WLEN, Adrian, Mich.

The partnership of NAB and the
Radio Advertising Bureau in co-produc-
ing the fall show appears to have been
a successful one. Plans are already in
the works for the 2016 event. to be held
in Nashville, a choice that drew rave
reviews from many on the floor when it
was announced.

BY PAUL McLANE

Veteran structural expert Ernie Jones died
in a tower elevator accident on an Oklahoma
broadcast tower in October.

Jones, 65, was a founder of Consolidated
Engineering Inc. in Lynnville, Ind., which
does engineering analyses and tower renova-
tions in broadcast and telecom.

His business partner and friend David
Davies told Radio World that Jones died when
the tower service elevator started back down
while Jones was connected via lanyard to a
member of the tower but was still in the cab.
Davies said climbers hurried up the structure
in hopes of rescue but to no avail. He said
OSHA was investigating the accident.

The tower serves Hearst station KOCO(TV)
in Oklahoma City. A KOCO executive did not
return a call to RW.

CEl clients have included ERI, CBS, Clear
Channel, American Tower and numerous oth-
ers. Its website said the company has coordi-
nated fabrication of more than 1,000 towers.

Colleagues reacted with dismay. One wrote in an
email, “Ernie was a giant figure in the tower struc-
tural analysis community, one of the leaders in tower
structure standards-setting and a first-class fellow.”
A committee of the Telecommunications Industry

Industry Mourns Ernie Jones

Davies in an undated photo.

Association said it will honor Jones with a dedication
of its pending T1A-322 standard.

Jones, who held Professional Engineer certifica-
tion, was no stranger to towers or safety consider-
ations. According to the CEI website, he was active in
standards work for steel antenna towers and support

structures, and for 29 years he had been a participat-
ing member of the TR14.7 Committee of the TIA and
the Electronics Industry Association.

According to his bio, he was responsible
for developing the ANSI/TIA-1019, 2004
Gin Pole Standard and was a co-chair of a
technical section responsible for creating a
full construction standard on the installa-
tion, alteration and maintenance of antenna
supporting structures and antennas.

Jones is survived by his wife Kathy
Jones; daughters Karalyn, 26: Megan, 25:
and Angel, 7. and his son Andy Jones,
27. He was preceded in death by parents
Raymond and June Jones; his sister, Louis
Jones; his first wife, Krista Jones: and his
daughter Caroline Jones.

Davies said CEIl intends to honor
all its business commitments, and he
asked that clients with open jobs that had
been arranged with Jones email him at
DDavies@conenginc.com.

Davies knew Jones for 52 years, since
they were 14-year-old boys — camp coun-
selors who met in Evansville, Ind.. who
took manual-labor jobs together. It was
Jones who later convinced Davies — then working as
a police officer — to go back to school for civil and
mining engineering degrees. “He is a major part of
my life and my best friend,” Davies said.

For a conversation with Davies about Jones and the
accident, see radioworld.comlernie-jones.
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largely were upbeat. ”Yet the company overall

is not performing. ... Given our many assets, we
should not as a company be underperforming our
competitors; yet we are,” Berner said. "Make no
mistake,” she said later, “this is a turnaround.” She
said employees told her that they are passionate
about being “live and local,” but said a typical
comment came from an employee who told her, “I
love my job but | don’t love my company.” She said
employees want better, more transparent corpo-
rate communication, fewer silos, more collabora-
she is a big supporter of Nash, the country music tion, better prioritization and more focus — what
format and brand, and she unequivocally denied she called "operational biocking and tackiing.”

the need for the company to file for bankruptcy. stations and strong markets, the Nash brand and Before realizing its potential, Berner said, “First we
She listed Cumulus bright spots including specific broad corporate reach. Her tone and message need to stabilize the company.”

The new CEO of Cumulus came out
swinging last month in an online address to
employees. Mary G. Berner is now leading the
second-largest U.S. radio company, with a port-
folio that includes 460 AM and FM stations in 90
markets. She succeeded Lew Dickey in a corporate
shakeup. Berner, 56, opened by decrying “rumors
emanating from the uninformed, the uninvited
and perhaps even the ill-intentioned.” She said

Mary G. Berner in the Cumulus employees’ webcast.
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FOREIGN CWNERSHIP: The FCC in
October proposed guidelines that
would create a new process for
applicants looking to exceed the
established 25 percent foreign own-
ership rule. The NAB expressed sup-
port. The changes mirror policies and
procedures the FCC now follows for
common carrier licensees and their
foreign-based investors. The com-
mission said the NPRM is designed to
spur investment from new sources of
capital as well as provide the broad-
cast sector with greater transparency
and predictability, and reduce regu-
latory burdens and costs.

AESE7: The Media Networking Alli-
ance issued a "maintenance revi-
sion” to AES57-2013, a standard for
high-performanrce streaming audio-
over-IP interoperability. It said the
revision, AES67-2015, clarifies some
of the interooerability requirements,
based on general implementation
and “plugfest” experience. "The pos-
sibility to incorporate these revisions
was identified during the AES 'Plug-
fest’ testing, carried out in coopera-
tion with the European Broadcast
Union, in October last year, and held
at the Institut far Rundfunktechnik,
in Munich, Germany,” it stated. “Dur-
ing these tests 10 companies tested
16 currently available networked-
audio products with AES67-specific
extensions against each other to con-
firm interoperability.”

ROYALTIES: The NAB says it now
enjoys a majority in the House of
Representatives in favor of the cur-
rent version of the “Local Radio
Freedom Act,” a resolution against
performance fees or royalties on U.S.
radio stations. The association says it
has 218 co-sponsors in the House as
well as 23 in the Senate. The orga-
nization musicFirst, which advocates
for payments to musicians, issued its
own press release saying the resolu-
tion is ron-binding and decrying
"NAB's nearly decade-oid resolu-
tion” as "a stale, tired tactic.”

RADIO: Emmis-backed NextRa-
d|o continued a social media cam-
paign targeting Verizon. It says some
152,000 Verizon customers signed an
online petition requesting the ability
to listen to local FM radio on their
mobile devices.

CONSOLIDATION: Mel Karmazin,
former president/CEO of CBS and
then Sirius Radio, pushed the media
to consolidate in much more mean-
ingful ways to keep up with merging
advertisers and agencies. Accepting
a Giants of Broadcasting award in
New York, Karmazin spoke on the
need to partner up in order to keep
a golden age of content moving for-
ward. “We need a whole lot more
media consolidation to take place,”
he said, citing recent mergers in tech
and brewing. "Our advertisers are
merging, the agencies are merging,
and we're still dealing with a very,
very fragmented world.” Karmazin
also blasted the Washington regula-
tory environment, saying it took 17
months and several congressional
hearings to marry XM and Sirius. A
politically motivated FCC should "just
be out of the merger business,” he
said, leaving the regulatory process
to the Department of Justice and
Federal Trade Commission.

STATION COUNT: How many broad-
cast stations are there in the United
States? According to an FCC report,
there were 31,013 licensed broadcast
stations as of Sept. 30. That includes
AM stations; FM commercial and
educational stations; UHF and VHF
commercial and educational TV;
Class A UHF and VHF; FM translators
and boosters; UHF and VHF transla-
tors; UHF and VHF low-power TV;
and lo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>