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- Who Spilled the “Beans?

Was Any Complaint Made ?

N the ‘‘Sydney Morning Herald™ last
Saturday, 29/9/34, a report was
published from Canberra, stating

that “‘the Australian Broadcasting Com-
mission had complained several times re-
cently to the Postmaster-General's De-
partment of thé lack of adequate facili-
ties for the broadcasting from National
stations of important public engagements
outside the studio.  Because of a
lack of telephone lines, the broadcasting
of several interesting ceremonies has been
either abandoned or greatly curtailed in
recent months.”

The Broadcasting Commission pos-
sesses no jurisdiction over the technical
equipment for broadcasting, and is de-
pendent upon the Postal Authorities for
provision of the facilities. A substantial
part of the licence revenue is retained by
the Postal Department to defray the cost
of technical services, and no further pay-
ment is made to the Department by the
Commission for the provision of facilities
for such outside broadcasts. Officers of
the Commission declare that the lack of
telephone lines for conducting outside
broadcasts is impairing the diversity and
interest which would otherwise be pro-
vided in the National programmes.

It is understood that the difficulty is
still the subject of negotiations between
the Commission and the Department.

Chairman Contradicts Report

The statements were contradicted 1n
the same paper “S.M.H.” on Monday
last, 1/10/34, and the report stated:

“’Statements made in Canberra to the
effect that the A.B.C. had complained to
the r.M.G.'s Department of the lack of
adequate facilities for the broadcasting
from National stations of important pub-
lic engagements outside the studios were
contradicted on Saturday by the Chair-
man of the Australian Broadcasting Com-
mission—Mr. W. J. Cleary. The Com-
mission, he said, has always received cour-
teous consideration from the Department,
and he was sure that whenever it was at
all possible, the Commission’s requests for
these facilities were granted.
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The General Manager of the Commis-
sion, Major W. T. Conder, also stated
that the suggestion that such complaints
had been made, came as a surprise to him.
The statement was untrue, and no auth-
ority had been given for it to be made.
The Commission was often compelled to
approach the Department for lines at very
short notice, and it had always appre-
ciated the attention its requests had re-
ceived.”

What Is the Actual Position?

From certain sources, this journal is
informed that despite the ‘denials of Mr.
Cleary and Major Conder applications
have been made to the PMG.'s De-
partment for extra facilities, by both the
National Stations and particularly the
“B” class stations. With the rapid growth
of the commercial broadcasting system
and the demand for Interstate relays from
these “B" class stations at more frequent
intervals than a year ago, the Telephone
Department has been heavily taxed and
facilities are not available for giving the
fullest service demanded by both the
National and the commercial stations, at
the one time.

For instance, between Adelaide and
Perth there is only one channel for
broadcasting purposes, and one prominent
commercial station manager says that this
is not sufficient because the National sta-
tion always gets preference and the “B”
class stations have to play second fiddle.

Another “B” class station manager
says that the commercial stations should
receive just as much consideration in line
facilities as the National stations. He
also pointed out that actually the com-
mercial stations paid many thousands of
pounds per year into the coffers of the
PM.G.s Department for extra lines,
whereas no revenue would be obtained
under the same conditions from the Na-
tional service. As a matter of fact, the
National service does not pay any rental
for the line, and therefore the P.M.G.’s
Départment is actually losing money
when the “B" class stations cannot get
their proper channels.

As the National Service receives 12/
out of the 21/- licence fee, this leaves
9/- for the Postal Department to main-
tain the technical apparatus at the various
stations, to build new stations, pay the
Radio Inspectors’ activities, and meet a
lot of overhead charges.

When questioned regarding the state-
ment alleged to have been made at Can-
berra, and the contradiction by the Chair-
man and General Manager of the Broad-
casting Commission, still further promin-
ent radio identities ventured the opinion
that there was considerable friction be-
tween the Commission and the P.M.G.'s
Department as to whether the Commis-
sion would not take over the provision
of all its technical services. It is under-
stood that when the Broadcasting Com-

RADIO & ELECTRICAL MERCHANT
October- 5th, 1934

mission was appointed, a certain time was
to elapse before the Commission reported
on the advisability of the Commission
handling its own technical matters, or
being allied to the Telephone Department.
It is alleged that certain people closely
connected with the National Service want
to control their own technical activities,
similar to the British Broadcasting Cor-
poration-—and which they say, in actual
fact proves the only workable scheme.

At the Commercial station conference
held in Sydney this week, this subject
was scheduled for discussion, i.e., the lack
of the necessar— cnannels, either physical
or phantom between the capital cities, for
the commercial stations, while the Na-
tional stations are also operating.

®o—
EMPIRE BROADCASTS
CRITICISED

Complaints have been made in Eng-
land that Empire broadcasting requires
the announcers and other members of the
broadcasting staff working very long
hours, particularly in the early hours of
the morning, and in addition to their
normal routine, without extra remunera-
tion.

It is understood that the cost of the
complete Empire broadcasting scheme
runs into 6 figures, and while the British
licensed listeners do not object to con-
tributing to such a good cause, never-
theless, it is difficult to see why the hard-
worked staff should be exnected to ar-
rive in the small hours of the morning
and entertain the Dominions with no
extra pay. They are hardly likely to
provide real entertainment under such
conditions.

_._—
BROADCASTING AIR
- RACE

Practically every broadcasting station—-
both commercial and National—through-
out Australia, is in on the plans for
an extensive broadcast of the progress of
competitors in the Centenary Air Race
which will commence at 6 a.m. (g.m.t.)
on October 20th next. Information will
be given about the position of competi-
tors at each stopping place, and other
information will be received along the
route to keep listeners posted with de-
velopments.

The compulsory stopping places are.
Bagdad, Allahabad, Singapore, Darwin
and Charleville,

._.__
BRITISH RADIO EXPORTS

During the month of July the export of
British valves to Australia rose to 18,754,
as against 14,288 for June, and valued
at £3,864 as against £1,827 for June.
This shows an increase of £2,037 on the
exports from Britain to Australia.

Other parts and accessories dropped by
2,081 down to £329.

Radio gramophones, including parts,
valued at £348 were exported during
July, compared to £281 in June, showing
a reduction of £33,
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4BK BALLOT—(Cont.)
Striking Parallel

There have been many inquiries as to
‘whether future programmes' from ““The
Courier-Mail” Station are to be moulded
on the preferences expressed in the bal-
lot result. My answer, I think, is ex-
pressed in what I have already . written.
I regard the vote as one of confidence
rather than as a direction for reform.

For comparative purposes some sta-
tistics have been compiled, based on ac-
tual 4BK programmes during the last few
weeks, and it is found that the alloca-
tion of musical entertainment has been
worked out on these averages:—

Popular Concert Music, 53. per cent.

* Jazz, Croomers, and Modern Dance
Music, 22 per cent.

Classical and Operatic, 20 per cent.

Comedy, 5 per cent.

(* Crooning numbers record only 3 per
cent, of the total music broadcast).

As is well known, travel talks and one-

act plays are regular and prominent fea-

tures of 4BK programmes.

So “Vox Populi” must be a good
judge, after alll As for jazz—there is no
need for the general music lover to be
alarmed or angered by the drive that its
ardent supporters made. “Plumping” was
not actually debarred in the conditions
for the ballot; otherwise the jazz group
would not have been so far up the list
at the finish!

Towards the Heights

Anyway, it is unreasonable to condemn
jazz music, or even crooners, outright.
It has been well said that ‘“‘the chief crime
that jazz commits is the crime of mono-
tony,” and even those who see no wvir-
tue in classical music would realise the
truth of that if radio stations offered
nothing else but syncopation and croon-
ing.

~As a matter of fact, jazz often pro-
vides delightful melody, and its rhythmic
quality is irresistible to most of us. More-
‘over, although. “hits" of jazz rarely last
long in popular favour—unlike so many
tunes that the masters of music have be-
queathed to us through centuries—it has
to be admitted that it has had a world
wide vogue for some years, and that it
has an appeal to human instincts, even
if they are primitive. After all, you may
treat the tom tom with contempt as a
musical instrument, but African natives
can be roused to frenzy by it!

At Jeast we may acknowledge the value
of jazz as a vehicle for educating the
masses to the best in music, which in
the past has been far too exclusively ap-
preciated. On that note I may well close
my defence of present-day broadcasting.
It would be a pity if radio were used
merely to pander and not to cultivate.

P.M.G.s Short Wave

Station to Continue

3LR Fulflling Its
Purpose

FEW weeks ago there appeared in

the Svdney press a report from

Canberra that the P.M.G.s De-
partment would shortly decide whether it
should discontinue the special wireless
broadcasting service from Station 3LR,
which has been provided experimentally
during the last seven months for the
benefit of remote listeners, from the De-
partment’s short wave broadcasting sta-
tion at Lyndhurst, Vic.

This journal communicated with the
Hon. Archdale-Parkhill, Postmaster-Gen-
eral, and here is his reply:—

“Referring to your letter of the 14th
August, 1934, I am not aware of the
source of the information to which you
refer, but it has no official sanction. The
Department’s object in establishing the
service now being given from the short
wave station 3LR is to provide reception
in the remoter areas of the Common-
wealth outside the normal range of the
main broadcasting stations.

From the numerous reports received it
is clear that transmissions from 3LR are
reaching these distant areas. and are ful-
filling their purpose.”

Extension Desired

Several manufacturers of radio sets,
when spoken to on this matter, at the
time when the announcement appeared
in the daily press, expressed not only
regret, but extreme dissatisfaction at any
decision to relinquish the services of
3LR, the short wave station. In fact,
several went so far as to advocate a fur-
ther extension of short wave stations—of
higher power, and more of them, so as
to give a better service in some areas.

Now that all-'wave receivers are the

vogue, manufacturers believe that the
Broadcastine  Commission  and  the
P.M.Gs Department should carry out
more intensive operations in the short
wave field.

The newspaver report mentioned

above, also said that the question of a
long wave station of very high power
would no doubt be given consideration.

Th's raises a point which must come up.
“for discussion in .broadcasting and trade

The .

circles in the very early future.
merits of long waves and medium waves
is a subject fit for debate, but so far
long wave stations with high~ power are
distinctly favoured, even in place of short

" wave stations'with high power.

There is no doubt the subject is giving

“thie authorities some concern.
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Selling the

_ Programmes
A.B.C.s Attractive Display.

In last week’s issue of this journal was
included a very fine multi-colour poster
produced by the Australian Broadcasting
Commission giving - publicity to the fact
that all important races are described
through the National Stations.

Merchants throughout Australia who
receive this poster should display same
in a very prominent position, as it is an
attractive poster, and certainly helps to
sell those programmes.

Royal Tour Programme

The A.B.C. have also produced a huge
display sheet setting out the relay pro-
gramme during His Royal Highness' stay
in the various States, during which the
local station in that State will broadcast
a full description of all activities in con-
nection with his visit.

Commencing with 6WF on October
4th, it shows that Stations 2FC, 2BL,
2NGC, 3LO, 3AR, 2CO, 4QG, 4RK, 5CL,
5CK, will relay the transmission from
6WF. The same thing occurs when the
Duke arrives at Adelaide, and all the
other States in turn,

It is a comprehensive sheet which
should appeal to all dealers, not only
from a point of view of showing the
public what the Broadcasting Commission
are going to do, but it will help to keep
dealers informed as to the movements of
our Rovyal visitor during the months of
October, November and December.

If you want another copy of this Royal
Tour programme, drop a line to the
Editor, Box 3765, G.P.O., Sydney, and
we will see what we can do for you.

ELECTRICITY SALES

INCREASE

During the month of August last 764
new consumers were connected with the
Sydney Council's electricity service. This
was the largest monthly increase of con-
sumers since October 1930. Compared
with August last year, 3,103,477 more
units were used, representing an increase
of 8.899 per cent. The expenditure de-
creased by £3,805 or 4.003 per cent. A
comparison of the first eight months of
this year with the corresponding period
last year, showed an increase of 10 per
cent. in consumption, and a decrease of
of 5 per cent. in expenditure.

,AlRGOSY

THE IDEAL COUNTRYMAN'S
RECEIVER

Modern 4 valve circuit, .fully

equipped with Diamond triple bat-

teries and Rola permagnetic speaker

£15/10/-
ARGOSY RADIO, 304 Burke Rd
Camberwell, Vic.
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